
AN EMERGENCY legal challenge 
to Australia’s contentious ban on 
citizens returning from Covid-
struck India failed on May 10, 
dashing stranded travellers’ 
hopes of an immediate return.

Federal Justice Thomas Thawley 
ruled that the government had not 
overstepped its biosecurity powers 
in banning Australians from 
returning home temporarily.

Prime Minister Scott Morrison 
earlier this month shut the door 
to all travel from India, fearing a 
large number of Covid-positive 
arrivals would overwhelm Aus-
tralia’s already strained quaran-
tine facilities.

The move stranded an estimated 
9,000 Australian citizens and threat-
ened them with large fines and jail 
time if they tried to dodge the ban 
and return on non-direct flights.

Thawley ruled that Morrison 
acted within the law, dashing the 
hopes of a 73-year-old Australian 
man who brought the case as he 
tries to return from Bangalore.

During the hearing, a govern-
ment lawyer argued that biose-
curity rules are a “bulldozer” that 
can clear away any other rights.

The judge did not rule on the 
more complex question of 
whether the decision was uncon-
stitutional, an issue that is set to 
be taken up at a later date.

After widespread public outcry, 
Morrison indicated that the ban will 
not be extended beyond May 15.

But with the pandemic still 
raging and access to Australia 
set to be severely restricted until 
at least 2022, the case was being 
closely watched.

Since March 2020, Australians 
have been barred from travel-
ling overseas and a hard-to-get 
individual exemption is needed 
for foreign visitors to enter the 
country. AFP

Long Kimmarita

M
IlITARY Police 
officers and 
their command-
ers throughout 

the country are now required 
to have their samples collect-
ed for Covid-19 testing out 
of fears that they may have 
contracted the virus while on 
duty during the lockdown, 
especially in the red zones. 

The order came after more 

than 80 intervention officers 
from the National Police 
tested positive recently.

As of May 10, more than 
100 officers and command-
ers have had their samples 
taken at the National Mili-
tary Police Headquarters in 
Phnom Penh.

National Military Police 
commander General Sao 
Sokha was the first person to 
take the Covid test. He told 
The Post on May 10 that the 

officers who have not under-
gone Covid-19 tests will not 
be allowed to serve in their 
units until they do so. 

Sokha explained that some 
of them could possibly have 
contracted the virus while 
enforcing the recent govern-
ment lockdown of Phnom 
Penh and Kandal province’s 
Takmao town.

“The Military Police forces 
must also protect themselves 
from the virus in order to pro-

vide safety to all of the armed 
forces and to continue enforc-
ing the lockdown and other 
matters of social security.

“The decision to test all 
the Military Police, includ-
ing me, is to prevent the vi-
rus from spreading further 
which could bring about 
difficulties in the future,” he 
said, adding that it was a new 
experience for the Military
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Demand to sweeten durian prices in 2021
Thou Vireak

lOCAl demand for domestic durian will 
be high this year as border restrictions 
complicate the entry of imports from 
neighbouring countries, according to 
Cambodian vendors and growers.

Khim Bunleng, founder of the “King 
of Durian” shops in Phnom Penh, told 
The Post on May 10 that his two branch-
es plan to buy about 200 tonnes of duri-
ans from farmers to supply the capital.

One branch is in Por Sen Chey district’s 
Chaom Chao I commune and the other 

is in Meanchey district’s Stung Meanchey 
commune. Bunleng also owns a durian 
plantation in Kampot province.

“My target for this year – I want to sell 
200 tonnes of durian because I want to 
boost the market for our locally-plant-
ed fruits and take this opportunity to 
educate people about the value of 
Cambodian durian,” he said.

Coupled with the border restrictions, 
the closures of Neak Meas and Doeum 
Kor markets – the largest wholesale mar-
kets in the capital – to prevent and control 
the spread of Covid-19, will improve the 

local durian market this year, he said.
“I have observed that our locally-

farmed durian receives a lot of support 
from our people. But most sellers import 
durian from Vietnam and Thailand, most 
of which are not so good in quality.

“However, durian production in 
Cambodia focuses on safety and 
quality because we have more vacant 
land compared to neighbouring 
countries,” Bunleng said.

He cautioned that neglecting the local 
durian market would discourage farmers, 
leading them to quit the agricultural sector.

“I think our country is not yet able 
to produce agricultural products at 
lower costs, because we import all our 
fertilisers and pesticides, and our 
technology is still limited,” he said.

He added that the retail price of durian 
has remained steady this year at 25,000-
28,000 riel ($6.25-$7) per kilogramme.

“I see a strong market in the future 
for durian exports and it has a lot of 
support from locals. But if we allow too 
many imports from neighbouring
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National military police commander general sao sokha has a sample collected for coronavirus testing after more than 80 intervention 
officers from the National police tested positive recently. TVK
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Police to deal with lockdowns 
of the civilian population.

“We’re using the rapid test-
ing kits to test the samples of 
all Military Police forces to see 
whether they have contracted 
the virus. This is to ensure that 
the disease will not spread 
throughout our units that 
were engaged in enforcing the 
lockdown orders. Of the 100 
officers tested so far, no one 
was positive,” Sokha said.

He said that since the Covid-
19 outbreak, around 10 mili-
tary police had contracted the 
virus from their families, but 
not from their colleagues. Most 
of them have recovered now.

Sokha did not reveal how 
many Military Police were de-

ployed during the lockdown, 
but said he had received 5,000 
rapid test kits from the Min-
istry of Health which he said 
would not be enough to test all 
the officers and commanders.

The 84 officers from the Na-
tional Police who tested posi-
tive for Covid-19 were among 
those deployed to enforce 
the lockdown orders. Most of 
them were stationed in Phnom 
Penh’s red zones, according to 
National Police spokesman 
Chhay Kim Khoeun.

“Yes, many officers from 
the intervention unit of the 
National Police have con-
tracted the virus. They had 
been on standby in the red 
zone in [Meanchey district’s] 
Stung Meanchey commune 
in Phnom Penh,” he said.

Mom Kunthear

A
NOTHER 500,000 doses of 
the Sinovac Covid-19 vac-
cines are set to arrive on 
May 11, with an additional 

500,000 doses expected to touch 
down on May 15, according to a sen-
ior Ministry of Health official.   

This comes as the novel corona-
virus is now present throughout the 
country, with Ratanakkiri province 
recording its first cases on May 9.

The Kingdom has thus far vacci-
nated more than 1.7 million people.  

Health ministry secretary of state 
York Sambath – who is also the head 
of technical operations and sup-
plies for the inter-ministerial work-
ing group to combat Covid-19 – said 
the total one million doses of Sino-
vac vaccines were purchased by the 
Cambodian government.

Prime Minister Hun Sen an-
nounced last week that all people 
who live in the red zones would 
be vaccinated and that shortages 
would not present an issue to com-
pleting that goal.

“I would like to make it clear that 
in the red zone we can’t just walk 
away before everyone there is vacci-
nated. I want to emphasise that the 
vaccines we have will be enough to 
inoculate 520,000 people in the red 
zones because one million doses 
of vaccines are scheduled to arrive 
between shipments on May 11 and 
May 15,” he said.

He said that after all red zones res-
idents are vaccinated, the rest of the 
people in Phnom Penh and Kandal 
province will be immunised too.

On May 10, the sub-commission 
on Covid-19 vaccinations of the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Adminis-
tration set up 40 sites to vaccinate 
Phnom Penh residents with Sinovac 
in Tuol Kork, Boeung Keng Kang, 
Russey Keo and Sen Sok districts.

The municipality said the first 
doses were scheduled to be adminis-
tered to people from May 13-30 and 
the second shots from June 3-20. 

Additionally, the vaccination 
working groups at the Ministry of 
National Defence have vaccinated 

399,617 people nine days into the 
30-day campaign in the red zones 
across six districts. Nationwide, 
1,773,994 people had been vacci-
nated as of May 10.

The novel coronavirus has now 
spread throughout the Kingdom 
with Ratanakkiri province finally re-
cording its first cases on May 9.

According to an announcement 
by the provincial administration, 
the first two cases were detected 
through the Rapid Antigen Test 
kit for Covid-19 at the border with 
Stung Treng province.

The Covid-19 positive persons were 
identified as a driver of a transporta-
tion company and a worker based in 

Phnom Penh’s Prek Pnov district.
The two are being treated at a 

Covid-19 treatment centre in Tra-
paing Kraham high school in Kon 
Mom district’s Trapaing Kraham 
commune.

The provincial administration 
called on those who have had con-
tact with the duo to have their spec-
imens taken for testing and to self-
quarantine.

Ratanakkiri deputy provincial 
governor Nhem Samoeun told The 
Post on May 10 that it was too early 
for the authority to lock down any 
parts of the province, saying they 
are doing their best to search for 
those who had direct and indirect 

contacts with the patients.
Health ministry spokeswoman 

Or Vandine said on May 10 that ev-
eryone may try to forget the virus, 
but the virus will not forget them. 
She said she did not want to imag-
ine more Covid-19 tragedies in the 
future and that these tragedies can 
only be avoided through a concert-
ed effort from everyone in correct-
ly implementing the precautionary 
measures.  

“What we should do is practice the 
three preventions and three don’ts 
measures,” she said. 

As of May 10, Cambodia haf re-
corded nearly 20,000 Covid-19 cases 
including 126 fatalities.

Officers place barricades on a road leading to Ratanakkiri province. RatanakkiRi PRovincial administRation
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Militaray Police 
to get rapid tests 
across Kingdom 

A Military Police officer has his specimens collected for Covid-19 testing 
at the National Military Police Headquarters in Phnom Penh. gRk news

One million doses of Sinovac 
vaccine set to arrive this month

Consultancy        :   International Specialist (s) for  
                                      Designing Fund Options and Structures                      
                                      for Sustainable Financing (Protected  
                                      Area Management)
Contract Type     :  Individual Contractor (IC) under  
                                      Long-Term Agreement
Duration               :   Up to 100 days per year with possibility  
                                     of extension up to three years
Deadline               :  20 May 2021

Download Link   :   
https://jobs.undp.org/cj_view_job.cfm?cur_job_

id=98928 
UNDP is committed to achieving workforce diversity in 
terms of gender, nationality and culture. Individuals from 
minority groups, indigenous groups and persons with 
disabilities are equally encouraged to apply. All applications 
will be treated with the strictest con�dence. 
All selected candidates will, therefore, undergo rigorous 
reference and background checks.

UNDP is the leading United Nations organi-
zation �ghting to end the injustice of poverty, 
inequality, and climate change. Working with 
our broad network of experts and partners 
in 170 countries, we help nations to build 
integrated, lasting solutions for people and 
planet. Learn more at undp.org or follow at @
UNDP.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Village chief hit 
with charge for 
raping daughter

THE Phnom Penh Municipal Court on 
May 9 placed a village chief in pre-
trial detention for allegedly raping 

his daughter at his home in Trapaing 
Krasaing commune’s Khver village in the 
capital’s Por Sen Chey district.

Deputy district police chief in charge 
of crime Chea Sovann identified the 
suspect as Bin Phat, 56.

Police arrested him on May 6 after 
receiving a complaint from his 22-year-
old daughter.

“According to the victim’s complaint, 
her biological father raped her several 
times in the backyard bathroom between 
March 16 and May 6,” Sovann said.

Citing her accounts, Sovann said every 
time the suspect raped her, he always 
“threatened to kill her” if she dared tell 
her mother, husband, and siblings. 

“I endured because I was afraid my hus-
band and neighbours would discover this 
scandal. The neighbours would despise 
my family. I hope that my father, as the vil-
lage chief, would correct his mistakes . . . 
Every three to four days he would sneak in 
to rape me and make a death threat.

“On the night of May 6, I decided to 
put my embarrassment aside and ... 
shouted to my mother and neighbours 
for help,” she said.

Sovann said the suspect initially denied 
the rape, claiming he was drunk and mis-
took the victim for his wife as it was dark. 
But Phat later confessed and asked for 
forgiveness from his wife and daughter.

“The suspect was sent to court on the 
morning of May 9 and was later that day 
sent to Prey Sar prison on charges of 
rape under Article 241 of the Criminial 
Code,” he said.

Phat faces between seven and 15 years 
in prison if found guilty. khouth soPhak 

chakRya

The municipal court on May 9 placed a 
village chief in pre-trial detention for  
allegedly raping his daughter at his 
home in Trapaing Krasaing commune’s 
Khver village in the capital’s Por Sen 
Chey district. Police
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

a PREGNaNT woman and 
her four children died when 
her house caught fire in Khun 
Rang commune in Kampong 
Chhnang province’s Boribor 
district on the night of may 9. 

Khun Rang commune po-
lice chief Kim Sophat told The 
Post on may 10 that the 38-
year-old woman was in her 
three-month pregnancy. She 
was a second-hand clothes 
seller and her four children 
were aged 3 to 9.

“The fire was either caused 
by electrical malfunction or 
gas explosion while she was 
cooking. The fire might have 
then spread to the pile of 
second-hand clothes she had 
kept inside the house. 

“Villagers heard an explosion 
before the house went up in 
flame,” he said, adding police 
were working to determine the 
actual cause of the fire. 

Sophat said only the wom-
an’s husband managed to 
escape. He was seen running 
out of the house and fell un-
conscious when learning that 
his wife and children had died 
in the blaze.

Sophat said the house, mea-
suring 7m by 12m and built 
from metal and zinc roofs, 
was destroyed along with a 
tuk-tuk and three tonnes of 
second-hand clothes. 

He said firefighters used 
three fire engines to put out 
the flames, adding the hus-
band was devastated by the 
tragedy.

Pregnant woman, four 
kids die as house filled 
with clothes catches fire

1. The Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) 
Cambodia Ofce invites prospective bidders for the Con-
struction of “Project for Strengthening Maternal and 
Child Health in North-Eastern Region, Cambodia”.

2. The Project is to be constructed with the grant aid of the 
Government of Republic of Korea

Brief of Bidding
- Bid Title: Project for Strengthening Maternal and 
Child Health in North-Eastern Region, Cambodia.

- Contract Duration: 13 months from the effective(con-
tract) date

- Estimated Budget: Approx. USD 1,022,588 (VAT ex-
cluded)

- Summary of Construction Services
• Type: New construction
• Construction outline
-  Gross Floor Area: approx. 1,325.32 m2
-  Generator Room, Water Tank, Moto Parking (2 
Site), Groundwater Development, Delivery Room, 
Newborn Baby Room and etc.
-  Construction Duration:
  13 months from the contract of construction
-  Location: Ratanakiri Province (4 Site) & 
 Mondulkiri Province (1 Site)

 Employer:  Korea International Cooperation Agency
                  (KOICA) CAMBODIA Ofce
 Bid Type: International Open Competitive Bidding with 
Prequalication (PQ)
 Prequalication(PQ) for Bid Eligibility

• Interested applicants should obtain the prequal-
-

17:00(Interested applicants are able to comple-

22, 2021, 17:00)
•  

e-mail.
 Selection of the Successful Bidders: 
•  Selection by Lowest Bidding Price with Eligibility 
Evaluation.
•  Only the prequalied bidders are subject to bid.
•   Eligibility Evaluation consist of Bid Price Evaluation of  
 Seventy (70) Points and Performance Ability 
Evaluation of  Thirty (30) Points. Total of One hundred 
(100) points
•   Details of Selection of the Successful Bidder will be  

 explained at Pre-Bid Meeting.
   The Request For Proposals (RFP):
 RFP will be provided to the prequalied bidders at   
 the Pre-Bid Meeting
 Instructions and Schedule:

[Prequalication]
•  Distribution of Prequalication Instructions and Ap-
plication Forms: 
•  Submission of Prequalication Document: May 19, 
2021 by 17:00
•  Notication of Invitation to Bid: May 25, 2021 by 

E-mail
•  All submissions are notarized and original submissions.

[Pre-Bid Meeting]
•  *Note: Prequalied Bidders Only
•  Pre-bid Meeting: May 28, 2021, 14:00 

•  Site Visit: Site Visit is not required
•  Bid can be participated even if they do not attend the 
bidding brieng.

[Bid]
•  *Note: Attending a bid presentation is not mandatory
•  Place for Bid Submission: 

•  Bid Closing (Submission): June 9, 2021, 18:00 at 

•  Bid Opening: June 11, 2021, 10:00

 Currency of Financial Proposal (Bid Price): United 
States Dollar (USD)
 Currency of Contract: United States Dollar(USD) 
 Consortium or Joint Venture is NOT allowed for this 

Bid.

3. Price proposal shall be equal or less than the ‘Estimat-
ed Price’ and equal or more than the ‘Minimum Price’. 
Any bid exceeding the above limitation may result in 
rejection of its bid.
- ‘Estimated Price’ will be announced at the Bid Opening 
by a random draw and ‘Minimum Price’ will be deter-
mined based on the announced ‘Estimated Price’.

- Details of Selection of the Successful Bidder, Eligibil-
ity Evaluation, Determination of ‘Estimated Price’ and 
‘Minimum Price’ will be explained during the Pre-Bid 
Meeting.

4. Price proposal by bidders and nal contract price shall 
be exclusive of VAT.

As this bid is a part of ODA (Ofcial Development Assistance) 
project between the Government of Republic of Korea and King-
dom of Cambodia, this project benets exemption of Value Add 
Tax(VAT) according to MOU between countries, and the Record 
of Discussion (RD) between KOICA and MOH. Thus, KOICA 
Cambodia ofce is not responsible for VAT discharge or refund. 
All inquiries regarding VAT exemption or tax refund shall be re-
ferred to MOH in case needed.

5. The Request for Proposal (RFP) includes following 
documents but not limited to:

  *Note: RFP including below documents will be provided to 
Prequalied Bidders at Pre-Bid Meeting.
 Instructions to Bidders
 Conditions of Contract including Contract Form
 Bidding Forms
 Attachment (Technical Specications, Design Draw-
ings, Unpriced Bills of Quantity(BOQ-the statement 
must be submitted at contract)

6. Language of Proposal: All documents shall be in English 
except the documents delivered by the government admin-
istration, bank, educational and professional organizations 
for the proof of Prequalication Criteria and Bid Evaluation 
Criteria.

7. The  requires that Bidders and 
Contractors observe the highest standard of ethics during the 
procurement and execution of such contracts. In pursuance of 
this policy, KOICA;
(a) will reject a proposal for award if it determines that 
the Bidder recommended for award has engaged in 
corrupt or fraudulent practices in competing for the 
contract in question.

(b) will recognize such a Contractors as ineligible, for a 
period determined by KOICA

8. The  will invite sealed bids 
from Prequalied bidders

9. All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of 
amount equivalent to Two point Five percent (2.5%) of the 
“Bid Price” with its guarantee period from no later than Bid 
Closing Date (before June 9, 2021) to not earlier than Thirty 
Days (30Days) after the Bid Opening Date (after June 11, 
2021) 

*Note: For more information regarding the submis-
sion and restoration of Bid Security will be included 
in RFP and its supplementary documents.

10. KOICA Cambodia Ofce shall not be responsible for 
any costs or expenses incurred by Bidders in connection 
with the preparation or delivery of bids

11. All bidders are expected to examine all instructions, 
forms, terms and specications of the bidding documents. 
Failure to furnish all information required by the bidding 
documents or submission of a bid not substantially 
responsive to the bidding documents in every respect shall 
be at the Bidder’s risk and may result in the rejection of 
the bid.

12. Contact Information

Address: Boritra Building 4th Floors, #61-64,Preah Norodom 
Blvd(41),Corner of St.306,
Sangkat Boeng Keng Kang 1,Khan Chamkar Mon,Phnom Penh 
Cambodia.
Tel: +855 23 964 150/1/3  , Fax: +855 023 964 152  
E-mail: koicakim@koica.go.kr / gkdud0109@koica.go.kr
       saodonainfo@gmail.com / pjwoo312@heerim.com
Attention: Kim Kwang Wook, Deputy Country Director of KOI-
CA Cambodia Ofce

Date: 11th May, 2021
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Long Kimmarita

T
HE government has 
provided an addi-
tional $570,000 to the 
country’s 24 provinc-

es to finance quarantine for 
another week as part of the 
fight against Covid-19.

according to a letter from 
the ministry of Health to 
Prime minister Hun Sen, the 
$570,000 is an additional 
fund to the more than $8 mil-
lion the government had dis-
bursed for the provinces at 
their request. 

“These budgets are for those 
provinces for quarantine from 
may 9-15,” read to the letter.

after receiving the funds, 
provinces must use the mon-
ey to assist more than 50,000 
people, it said.

Provinces which have 
spent the most are Banteay 
meanchey, Battambang and 
Oddar meanchey. Preah Si-
hanouk province has 37,000 
people in quarantine, while 
Kampot and mondulkiri prov-

inces have no one in quaran-
tine centres. 

Vit Vathana, the Kampot 
provincial hall’s head of ad-
ministration, told The Post 
that quarantine centres there 
were empty because most 
people are recent arrivals and 
undergoing self-quarantine 
at home. Those who tested 
positive for Covid-19 have 
been hospitalised. 

He added that because no-
body is at the centres, the 
provincial administration 
did not need more funding. 
In the past, the government 
had provided the province 
with funds, so there is money 
readily available if needed.

Vathana said a total of 638 
people had been quarantined 
at centres in the province, but 
had now left. a total of 3,440 
people had self-quarantined 
at home, while 20 people had 
tested positive for Covid-19.

He called on people to fol-
low the guidelines including 
the “three protections and 
three don’ts”.

Gov’t chips in
added $570K
for nationwide
quarantine toil

People stand in a school that has been turned into a quarantine centre 
in Kampong Speu province’s Chbar Mon district. provincial hall
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T
HE Australian govern-
ment signed an agree-
ment on May 10 with 
the UN Development 

Programme (UNDP) to con-
tribute an additional AU$4 
million ($3.15 million) to miti-
gate the impacts of Covid-19 
on Cambodia’s economy and 
people, starting immediately. 

This contribution will top 
up the Australia-UNDP ‘Resil-
ience Fund’ – a flexible mech-
anism that has already been 
providing targeted support to 
Cambodia’s socio-economic 
response and recovery from 
the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Australian ambassador to 
Cambodia Pablo Kang said in 
a joint press release on May 
10 that Covid-19 poses urgent 
challenges for Cambodia’s 
economy and the livelihoods 
of its people.

He said as a long-term part-
ner and friend, the Australian 
government wanted to do 
whatever is possible to soften 
these impacts, particularly for 
the most vulnerable people in 
Cambodian society. 

“Working with the UNDP, 

we are also boosting funding 
to support the work needed 
now to position Cambodia to 
make a rapid and inclusive 
economic recovery from the 
pandemic,” Kang said. 

According to the press re-
lease, the additional AU$4 mil-
lion will fund further work to 
strengthen social assistance, 

support local businesses to 
adapt to pandemic-related 
difficulties, and other priori-
ties identified through con-
sultation with the Cambodian 
government and civil society. 

UNDP Resident Represen-
tative to Cambodia Nick Be-
resford said in the press re-
lease that Australia has been 

a stand-out leader in fast and 
effective development as-
sistance – and that they have 
done this through smart 
adaptive programming. 

“Together we’ve managed 
to react quickly to this crisis, 
providing support to the rapid 
scale-up of social assistance 
to those who need it most, 

and protecting trade and live-
lihoods too,” he said.

To date, the Resilience Fund 
has played an important role 
in rolling out Cambodia’s 
emergency cash transfer pro-
gramme, which has so far de-
livered US$290 million into 
the pockets of the poorest 
693,000 Cambodian house-
holds during the pandemic, 
said the press release. 

“For example, Australia and 
the UNDP have supported 
this critical Royal Government 
of Cambodia programme by 
procuring 1,700 computer 
tablets to identify hundreds 
of thousands of families im-
pacted by Covid-19 who have 
become eligible for support.

“The Fund also worked with 
the Ministry of Economy and 
Finance on modelling and 
analysis of impacts of Covid-
19 to inform stimulus pack-
ages to support the most vul-
nerable,” it said. 

The Australian government 
is a long-term development 
partner for Cambodia, having 
contributed AU$71.5 million 
for 2020-21 support through 
the Covid-19 development re-
sponse plan for Cambodia.

Lay Samean

THE Apsara National Author-
ity’s (ANA) Department of Land and 
Housing Management in the Angkor 
Archaeological Park said that in April 
its community working group had 
inspected construction standards for 
building houses for 357 families re-
siding inside the Park area.

Of the number, 83 were in Siem 
Reap town, 76 in Prasat Bakong dis-
trict, 88 in Banteay Srei, 44 in Puok 
and 66 in Angkor Thom.

ANA spokesman Long Kosal told The 
Post that families living inside the park 
must apply for permission to construct 
or repair houses from the authorities 
as the area is a world heritage site.

“The Angkor area was registered as a 
world heritage site in 1992. The site is not 
only homes to temples but also forest.

“Preserving the Khmer-style con-
struction is aimed at preserving the 
park’s value. So, the type of lifestyle 
and construction in it must not 
change. That is why we need to pre-
serve the area and, in a sense, pro-
mote Angkor Wat and to preserve our 
culture and identity,” he said.

“Any house that is built is subject to 
designs provided to them by the work-
ing group. Houses are built the same 
or similarly to previous ones, but the 
size could be changed according to 
the needs of owners,” he said.

According to the land and housing 
management department, in 2020 
the working group had inspected 
construction standards for building 
houses for 812 families, including 218 
in Siem Reap town, 214 in Prasat Ba-
kong district, 154 in Banteay Srei, 112 
in Puok and 114 in Angkor Thom.

The ANA’s working group had inspected construction standards for building houses for 
families residing inside the Angkor Archaeological Park. ANA
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ANA ensures Angkor Park houses up to specs

 UXO kills Pursat farmer
A FARMER in Pursat province 
was seriously injured by an 
unexploded ordnance (UXO) 
explosion on May 8 and died 
after being admitted to Veal 
Veng District Referral Hospital.
District police chief Theang 
Leng identified the victim as 
Uth Peng Seng, a 32-year-old 
farmer from Chhay Lok village 
in Veal Veng district’s O’Som 
commune.
Citing witnesses’ accounts, 
Leng said Peng Seng picked up 
the UXO and it detonated. No 
one could explain why he 
wanted to touch the ordnance.
“When he touched the bomb, 
people suddenly heard an 
explosion like lightning, then 
they went to the scene and 
found his body covered in blood 
and reported the incident to 
O’Som commune police,” he 
said.
Leng added that police 
transported the victim to 
hospital, but due to serious 
injuries he died.
He said that shrapnel had hit 
most of the victim’s face, 
shattered his bladder, broke 
both of his legs and left arm at 
the armpit.
Leng said that in Pursat 
province, especially in Veal 
Veng district, was once a 
battlefield between the 
govenment and Khmer Rouge 
armies, who buried and left 
UXOs there.
Due to the presence of UXOs, 
district authorities as well as 
the provincial authorities 
continue to warn people about 
their dangers.
Ly Thuch, first vice-president of 
the Cambodian Mine Action 
and Victim Assistance 
Authority, has said UXOs 
continue to affect the 
livelihoods of some people, 
both in remote rural and urban 
areas.
“So, everyone should be careful 
when they see [UXO]. Do not try 
to touch, play or pick it up or 
turn it into something else, 
because it can easily explode 
and endanger lives,” he said. 
KiM SAROM

Five face court for 
robbery, fencing
KAMPONG Cham provincial 
police sent five suspects to 
court on the afternoon of May 
9 – three for allegedly involving 
in aggravated robbery and two 
for receiving stolen property.
Provincial deputy police in 
charge of serious crimes Heng 
Vuthy said the suspects were 
arrested separately on May 6-7.
“Three of the suspects tried to 
steal a motorcycle, but the 
owner appeared. They then 
pulled out a gun and fired,” he 
said.
The suspects were identified as 
residents of Kampot and 
Kampong Cham provinces. 
Police confiscated three 
motorcycles, 14 motorcycle 
number plates and a shotgun 
with 10 bullets.
According to Vuthy, the 
suspects had robbed and 
stolen motorcycles on 15 
different occasions in Kampong 
Cham province. The 
motorcycles were sold to 
receivers of stolen property in 
Phnom Penh.
Vuthy said confessions from 
the three suspects aided the 
police investigation and lead to 
the arrest of receivers of stolen 
property from the capital’s Prek 
Pnov district. ORM BUNTHOEURN

Lay Samean

BANTEAy Meanchey provin-
cial governor Um Reatrey on 
May 10 lifted restrictions on 
some red zone locations in 
Poipet town after the Covid-
19 outbreak in those zones 
have subsided. 

In a notice dated May 9, Re-
atrey said the red zone desig-
nation had been removed from 
the compound of the Duong 
Chan Borey gated residential 
community in Poipet com-
mune’s Samaki Mean Chey village. 

The other designated red 
zones that were eliminated 
are located around the Ca-
sino & Hotel Palace in the 
commune’s Kbal Spean I vil-
lage, according to the notice. 

Banteay Meanchey provin-

cial information department 
head Sek Sokhom told The 
Post that the reason that the 
red zones designations were 
lifted was because no new 
residents had been found to 
be infected with the disease. 
The removal of red zones 
was also to facilitate daily 
business in these locations.

“The red zones are consid-
ered areas to be at the highest 
risks of Covid-19 transmis-
sion, and an area becomes a 
red zone after many people 
there have tested positive. But 
now … we’ve taken  people in 
for testing and their results 
came back negative so we 
lifted the red zones,” he said.

Along with the removal of 
red zone designation from 
some locations, the provincial 

administration on May 9 de-
cided to designate some other 
locations in Poipet commune 
as red zones as they were now 
considered to be at highest 
risks of transmission. 

The new red zones include 
the Golden building in Sa-
maki Mean Chey village, the 
Istana Casino, KTV K One 
in Kbal Spean I village and 
some other locations, ac-
cording to the administra-
tion. There is no timeframe 
set on how long these red 
zone lockdowns will last.

Sokhom said that as of May 
10, the province had recorded 
630 Covid-19 cases with no 
deaths. On May 8 alone a total 
of 85 people – including some 
foreigners in the town – tested 
positive for Covid-19.

Banteay Meanchey removes restrictions on red zones

Banteay Meanchey provincial governor Um Reatrey (front right) instructs 
his officers in restricted zones. BANTEAy MEANCHEy PROViNCiAL ADMiNiSTRATiON

Australia, UNDP provide $3M 
for Kingdom’s Covid response 

The Resilience Fund has played an important role in rolling out Cambodia’s emergency cash transfer programme, 
which has delivered US$290 million to the poorest 693,000 Cambodian households amid the pandemic. UNDP
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ministry designates may 10
as World migratory Bird Day

man charged in lover’s stabbing death

Ry Sochan

T
he ministry of envi-
ronment has desig-
nated may 10 as the 
date to observe World 

migratory Bird Day each year 
to raise awareness about the 
conservation of migratory 
birds and their habitats. 

migratory Bird Day in 2021 
was held under the theme of 
Sing, Fly and Glide like birds.

migratory birds are species 
that migrate twice per year. 
They travel between habitats 
on a seasonal basis between 
places where they enjoy ad-
vantages to their survival for 
part of the year and these mi-
grations can span across many 
countries and even continents, 
with birds flying hundreds or 
thousands of kilometres to 

reach their destinations.
“So, the work of conserving 

these migratory birds calls for 
participation and collaboration 
between the various countries 
that they fly over and travel to,” 
the environment ministry said 
in a Facebook post. 

Flyway is a term for an area 
where a lot of birds migrate 
through from the nest to rest-
ing areas and locations as they 
forage or hunt for food that is 
available seasonally. 

There are currently nine 
flyways in the world and 
Cambodia is part of the east 
asian–australasian Flyway 
and so it became a member 
of the east asian-australasian 
Flyway Partnership (eaaFP) – 
an organisation dedicated to 
protecting these habitats for 
migratory birds – in 2007.

“as a member, Cambodia has 
paid much attention to study-
ing, educating and spreading 
the word about conserving mi-
gratory birds and their habitats. 
In 2019, the anlong Pring na-
ture reserve was recognised as 
part of the network of the east 
asian-australasian Flyway by 
the eaaFP,” the ministry said.

environment ministry 
spokesman Neth Pheaktra 
told The Post in an interview 
that Cambodia has over 500 
species of birds.  The ministry 
has collaborated with Bird-
life International, the Wildlife 
Conservation Society of Cam-
bodia and the World Wide 
Fund for Nature to protect and 
conserve the birds. 

“In the nature reserve areas, 
we take a yearly census of vul-
tures – species that are rare. 

In all of Cambodia, there re-
mained just 100 vultures when 
we took the census in 2020. en-
dangered ibises in Cambodia 
make up nearly 99 per cent of 
all those left on earth, with only 
400 of them here,” he said. 

he added that the ministry 
and the partner organisations 
had protected their nests and 
had largely conserved the birds 
and their habitat in the Tonle 
Sap River area. The ministry 
had also planned to designate 
some new areas as protected 
where bird populations had 
begun to grow again.

“We conserve birds not only 
for protecting biodiversity, but 
also it is another means for 
development economically 
through sustainable eco-tour-
ism which generates income for 
our people,” Pheaktra said.

Kim Sarom

The Siem Reap Provincial 
Court has placed a man in 
pre-trial detention in con-

nection with the murder of 
his girlfriend who had just re-
turned from Switzerland.

according to Siem Reap 
provincial military Police’s 

anti-crime bureau chief Seak 
Sophea, the suspect, men Vi-
mol, 34, was arrested on may 
6 in neighbouring Battam-
bang province after he al-
legedly killed his 56-year-old 
girlfriend in a rented room 
in Siem Reap town’s Siem 
Reap commune before flee-
ing there.

“Judge Chhay Virak has 
charged him with murder and 
theft under articles 205 and 356 
of the Criminal Code,” he said.

Citing the accused’s ac-
count, Sophea said the wom-
an had previously visited 
Cambodia and fell in love with 
Vimol four to five months be-
fore this incident. 

While they were living to-
gether, the suspect allegedly 
put pressure on her by not al-
lowing her to contact her rel-
atives including parents and 
siblings, not even virtually. 

he said the woman’s fam-
ily members had urged her 
not to take the suspect as a 
husband as they may not live 
very long together because of 
their age gap.

 according to Sophea, the 
incident happened on the 
night of april 26, when the 
woman bought six cans of 
beer to drink with the man 
and a quarrel then broke out. 

The suspect alleged that his 
girlfriend held a knife to him 
and threatened that “one of 
us will die tonight”. 

he claimed that when he 
heard this he was scared and 
that the woman also held a 
blunt instrument and intended 
to club him in the head with it. 

he then grabbed the blunt 
object from her hand and 
hit her with it and then took 
the knife away from her 
and stabbed her in the eyes, 
shoulder and stomach before 
fleeing on a motorcycle.

The woman’s death was 
only discovered on may 5 
when neighbours smelled a 
strong odour coming from 
the room. They opened the 
door and saw the body and 
then reported it to the police.

Vimol faces between 10 
and 15 years in prison if 
found guilty.

The Ministry of Environment has designated May 10 as the date to observe World Migratory Bird Day each year to raise awareness about the conservation 
of migratory birds and their habitats. EnvironmEnt ministry

The suspect, Men Vimol, 34, was arrested on May 6 in neighbouring 
Battambang province after he allegedly killed his 56-year-old girlfriend 
in a rented room in Siem Reap town’s Siem Reap commune before 
fleeing there. PolicE

Long Kimmarita

a TOTaL of 536 people were 
killed and 1,315 people in-
jured in 939 road accidents 
across the country from Janu-
ary 1 to may 8, according to a 
National Police report. 

During that period, the po-
lice stopped 77,288 vehicles 
that had violated the Road 
Traffic Law, including 56,679 
motorcycles and 20,609 cars.

 On may 8 alone, six road 
accidents occurred, killing 
five people and injuring three, 
two of whom were in severe in 
condition, the report said.

heng Chan Theary, direc-
tor of the National Police’s 
public order and traffic po-
lice department, vouched for 
the accuracy of these statis-
tics as compiled from police 
reports nationwide.

“These figures are correct. 
The numbers are taken from 
our traffic officers,” he said.

The report said that on aver-
age, seven road accidents had 
happened per day with five 
people killed, despite the Covid-

19 crisis and travel restrictions 
in some parts of the country, 
according to the report.

Kong Sovann, a public health 
specialist and the Internation-
al Safety Foundation director, 
told The Post that road acci-
dents deserve full attention 
just like the Covid-19 pandem-
ic. he explained that traffic 
accidents can happen at any 
time and have killed far more 
people than Covid-19 has.  

“We must tighten the laws 
focusing on three main at-risk 
factors – speeding, drunk driv-
ing and overtaking in danger-
ous conditions or stretches of 
the road, especially areas on the 
national roads with blind curves 
and roads in the provinces that 
are in poor condition as well as 
unmarked detours,” he said.

Sovann hoped there will 
be more awareness raising 
campaigns about the seri-
ousness of the issue. 

Promoting helmet wearing, 
cycler and pedestrian safety 
and respect for traffic lights 
and traffic signs would also 
help a great deal, he said.

Long Kimmarita

The ministry of Public Works 
and Transport would resume 
technical inspection services 
from may 10 for vehicles to en-
sure they are in line with Covid-
19 preventive health rules.

In a notice dated may 7, the 
ministry said all vehicle own-
ers could have their vehicles 
inspected at the nearest in-
spection centre.

ministry spokesman Pal 
Chandara told The Post on may 
9 that nationwide vehicle in-
spection centres were already 
set up in line with the preventa-
tive health rules. Owners must 
have their vehicles checked to 
avoid any future fines or ad-
ministrative measures.

“It is time for us to check our 
vehicles, so we do not prioritise 
any group of vehicles. If people 
rush to have their vehicle in-
spected, we have organised 
social and physical distancing 
measures. We also use online 
appointments, so the public 
can set a time for a check with-

out a long wait,” he said.
Kong Sovann, a public 

health specialist and director 
of International Safety Fund 
Programme, told The Post that 
for the time being, it would be 
better if the ministry set prior-
ity vehicles for the inspection. 

he said priority ones should 
be trucks and vans as these 
kinds of vehicles more fre-
quently use the roads. If pri-
ority groups are set, owners 
do not have to rush for the 
service, and they can avoid 
Covid-19 transmission risks.

“No matter where we are, es-
pecially crowded places, we all 
need to maintain social distanc-
ing and wear masks. Service 
providers and receivers must 
practise this. We must take tem-
peratures, spray ourselves with 
sanitisers or gel and wash our 
hands frequently,” he said. 

“Social distancing must also 
be observed at entrances and 
exits. Otherwise, a large gath-
ering will enable infection 
and transmit this dangerous 
virus,” he said.

Kingdom chalks up 536
fatalities, 1,315 injured
in 939 traffic accidents

ministry restarts
Covid-compliant
vehicle inspection

People inspect trucks that were involved in a traffic collision in Kandal’s 
Kandal Stung district on May 8. PolicE



May Kunmakara

T
he Cambodia Securities ex-
change (CSX) Index main-
tained a bullish trend and 
reached peak at 648.33 points 

mid-lockdown before cooling back 
down, despite remaining flat in the 
days prior to the restrictive measure.

The government first placed Phnom 
Penh and adjacent Takmao town in 
Kandal province under lockdown on 
April 15, in a move to break the chain of 
Covid-19 transmission from the Febru-
ary 20 community outbreak. It extended 
it for another seven days until May 5.

Trading activity spiked across the 
board during the lockdown, with dai-
ly average trading values and volumes 
increasing by approximately 13 and 
19 per cent respectively, CSX said in a 
press release late last week, citing data 
compiled from April 1 to May 5.

The data showed that the overall 
trading activity rallied throughout the 
entire duration of the lockdown.

The daily average trading value 
reached 241.63 million riel ($60,000), 
increasing by roughly 13 per cent 
compared to 214.59 million riel in the 
10 days prior to the lockdown.

Similarly, the trading volume av-
eraged 44,318 shares per day during 
the lockdown, jumping by approxi-
mately 19 per cent from the previous 
average of 37,358.

Daily trading value hit a 531.73 mil-
lion riel peak on May 4, compared to 
the April 1-14 peak of 420.21 million 
riel reached on April 1.

“The increased trading activities 
also directly impacts the CSX Index 
in a positive light, allowing it to reach 
its current highest point of 2021,” said 
CSX. however that high was surpassed 

in May 7 after the index gained 1.31 
per cent to close at 657.46 points.

The CSX Index inched up every day 
from the first trading day of the lock-
down period, except on April 20-21, 
before reaching a 648.33 point peak on 
April 28, then dropped over the next 
two days before a slight rebound.

In comparison, the index circled 
around 638-642 points on April 1-14, 
prior to the lockdown.

According to CSX CeO hong Sok 
hour, investors are turning their in-
terest to stock trading because it al-
lows them to earn returns even at 
home during travel restrictions.

“It clearly shows the uniqueness of 
stock market investment for the gener-
al public as they can become owners of 
shares from reputable companies with-
out spending much time establishing 
their own business,&QUOT; he said.

CSX also pointed out that 99 per 
cent of all orders during the lockdown 
were received through the Mobile 
Trading System (MTS).

On May 7, Phnom Penh Autono-
mous Port’s (PPAP) share price hit a 
new record high, closing at 15,260 
riel, 198 per cent above its IPO price 
of 5,120 riel.

At the same time, all the other shares 

on the market also saw respectable 
growth, CSX said.

Phnom Penh Water Supply Author-
ity (PWSA), Grand Twins International 
(Cambodia) Plc (GTI), Phnom Penh 
Special economic Zone Plc (PPSP), Si-
hanoukville Autonomous Port (PAS), 
Acleda Bank Plc (ABC) and Pestech 
(Cambodia) Plc (PePC) gained between 
20 and 840 riel per share to close at 8,240 
riel, 4,420 riel, 1,970 riel, 13,880 riel, 
16,600 riel and 3,200 riel respectively.

A total of 166,218 shares worth 
1,042,383,580 riel were traded on May 
7, of which PWSA accounted for 40 
per cent in value.
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,480 16,420 16,500 16,320

2 GTI 4,460 4,420 4,620 4,400

3 PAS 14,380 14,180 14,380 13,980

4 PEPC 3,300 3,300 3,300 3,210

5 PPAP 15,380 15,500 16,780 14,500

6 PPSP 2,060 2,000 2,060 1,980

7 PWSA 8,160 8,300 8,400 8,000

Date: May 10, 2021

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,090 1.2120 6.4132 108.77 4.1075 1.3247 31.08 0.7876 1.2166 1.4093

Oddar Meanchey coal power plant set for next year

Durians see
prices climb,
production
dip in 2021

Hin Pisei

A 265MW coal-fired power plant in Oddar 
Meanchey province is scheduled to begin 
operations early next year as construction 
of the plant’s infrastructure and transmis-
sion line connecting to east Siem Reap 
Substation nears completion, according 
to deputy provincial governor Di Rado.

In February last year, the government 
approved han Seng Coal Mine Co Ltd’s 
(hSCMC) $294.3 million project in the 
province’s easternmost Trapaing Prasat 
district. 

According to plans, the plant will source 
coal from existing mines in the district 
and be online in late 2021 or early 2022.

Rado told The Post on May 9 that con-
struction of the project was progressing 
steadily according to plan, with infra-
structure construction mainly pending 

the installation of the machinery.
he said the company would test the 

machinery by the end of this year before 
beginning operations early in 2022.

“Obviously things could have been fast-
er, but Covid-19 has made it impossible to 
transport machinery for installation, even 
though the buildings’ infrastructure at the 
factory site and the network are almost 100 
per cent done,” Rado said, adding that the 
company would reportedly install the 
machinery next month.

he said the project would not only con-
tribute to job creation for the people in 
Oddar Meanchey but also supply electric-
ity to the national grid using coal resourc-
es readily available in the province.

Victor Jona, head of the Ministry of 
Mines and energy’s General Department 
of energy, said Cambodia currently gener-
ates 70 to 80 per cent of total domestic 

electricity consumption, and the rest is 
imported from neighbouring countries.

he said national peak electricity 
demand would average about 2,000MW 
prior to the Covid-19 crisis, but has since 
fallen to an estimated 1,800MW.

Domestic energy production will only 
continue to increase, especially from 2021 
onwards, he claimed.

“Increasing energy supply is a principle 
of the development of industry, agricul-
ture and other sectors that are the core 
and foundation of job creation for the 
Cambodian people,” Jona said.

A report by the electricity Authority of 
Cambodia (eAC) noted that in 2020, 23.15 
per cent of the country’s electricity would 
be generated from coal-fired power plants, 
22.08 per cent from fuel oil, 45.60 per cent 
from hydropower, 8.12 per cent from solar 
and 1.05 per cent from biomass.

Continued from page 1

countries too, it’ll lead to farm-
ers losing out on a lot of profit,” 
Bunleng said.

Durian is mostly grown in 
Kampot, Kampong Cham, Bat-
tambang, Koh Kong and Pur-
sat provinces.

Battambang provincial Depart-
ment of Commerce director Kim 
hout said durians produced in 
the province’s Samlot district are 
some the best among those 
famously grown in areas such as 
Kampot and Kampong Cham.

however, “durian from Bat-
tambang province’s Samlot 
district is only sold domesti-
cally. Usually customers go to 
the plantations to buy them, 
while other buy them to resell 
in Phnom Penh”, he said.

According to hout, the 
wholesale price of durian in 
Samlot is hovering between 
18,000 and 22,000 riel per kilo-
gramme this year, slightly 
higher than last year.

“The production of durian this 
year is less than last year due to 
climate change, which is not 
conducive to durian,” he said.

Durians of the ‘Monthong’ cul-
tivar mature 140-150 days after 
anthesis, or flowering, while 
those of the ‘Kanyao’ cultivar take 
120-135 days to mature, accord-
ing to the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries.

A report by the Electricity Authority of Cambodia (EAC) noted that in 2020, 
23.15 per cent of the country’s electricity would be generated from coal-fired 
power plants, 22.08 per cent from fuel oil, 45.60 per cent from hydropower, 
8.12 per cent from solar and 1.05 per cent from biomass. Hong Menea

CSX bullish amid lockdown

The daily average trading value reached 241.63 million riel ($60,000), increasing by roughly 13 per cent compared to 214.59 million riel 
in the 10 days prior to the lockdown. Hean Rangsey



Vietnamese minister of industry 
and trade nguyen Hong Dien held a 
working session with Cambodian 
ambassador Chay navuth in Hanoi 
on may 6 to discuss measures to 
strengthen bilateral ties across trade, 
industry and energy.

Dien expressed his belief that under 
the leadership of the Cambodian gov-
ernment and with prevention and con-
trol measures, Cambodia will soon wipe 
out Covid-19 and restore its economy.

On the occasion, he presented 
10,000 anti-bacterial cloth masks to 
the Cambodian embassy in Vietnam, 
and 10,000 others to each of the Cam-
bodian ministries of Commerce; 
industry, science, technology and 
innovation; and mines and energy.

Both sides spoke highly of bilateral 
trade ties over the past years, with an 
annual growth of around 18 per cent 
during 2010-2019.

Last year, two-way trade tripled 
from 2010. in 2019, it reached $5.2 
billion, surpassing the target of $5 
billion. they expressed their belief 
that the figure will grow more strong-
ly in the near future.

the two sides agreed to maintain 
and renovate customs clearance mod-
el at border gates on roads and water-
ways, ensuring that the supply chain 
will not be disrupted, especially for 
necessities such as medical and food 
supplies, amid the pandemic.

at the same time, they will review, 
revise and sign legal frameworks 
related to trade, especially an agree-
ment between the two governments 
to step up bilateral trade for the 
2022-2023 period.

they vowed to accelerate the 
implementation of a master plan to 
carry out the memorandum of under-
standing on connectivity and devel-
opment of border trade infrastruc-
ture between the two governments.

Further support will be offered to 
firms to promote trade, build trade-
marks and distribution channels, 
enhance information sharing, fight 
smuggling across the border, enhance 
power purchase partnership, and 
ensure the stability and safety of each 
nation’s electricity system.

Dien affirmed that his ministry is 
ready to work with the Cambodian 

embassy and other units to lift Vietnam-
Cambodia relations in the near future.

the ministry’s Department of 
asian-african markets reported that 
two-way trade reached $2.69 billion 
in the first quarter of this year, up 
103.68 per cent annually.

Of the figure, Vietnam’s exports to 
Cambodia rose by 15.83 per cent year-
on-year to $1.22 billion, with iron and 
steel up 20.8 per cent, apparel 15.5 per 
cent, oil and gas 18.4 per cent, apparel 
and footwear materials 10.6 per cent.

meanwhile, imports from Cambodia 

soared by 443 per cent annually to $1.47 
billion, including cashew nuts $711 
million, up 497 per cent; rubber $318.3 
million, up 999 per cent; vegetables 
$13.3 million, up 48.2 per cent, iron and 
steel scrap $10.7 million, up 216.7 per 
cent. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Hin Pisei

t
He crocodile market 
in Cambodia has lost 
its bite this year on 
slow demand from 

neighbouring countries, espe-
cially Vietnam, due to cross-
border restrictions hindering 
shipments of the creatures.

Female crocodiles typically 
lay eggs in February-may 
each year, which hatch from 
early april through July.

Because there are no clear 
standards for raising the ani-
mals or for skin processing 
facilities, crocodile rearing in 
Cambodia by and large has 
the express purpose of selling 
hatchlings for traders to resell 
to Vietnamese breeders.

Crocodile Raising asso-
ciation of siem Reap member 
Reach Chanthorn, whose farm 
boasts 600 adult crocodiles, 
told the Post on may 10 that no 
eggs had hatched yet this year, 
taking longer than in 2020.

Chanthorn attributed the 
delay to increased neglect in 

the care and feeding of the 
animals, after many farmers 
reported losing a lot of money 
last year. While crocodiles are 
usually fed once every two-
to-three weeks, he said, some 
are lucky enough to be fed 
once every four weeks.

With little in the way of a mar-
ket for crocodiles, he sees dim 
prospects for this year’s hatch-
lings compared to last year.

“Given the market situa-
tion, this year’s new hatch-
lings market will be very un-
certain, even 20-30-year-old 
breeding-crocodiles that used 
to cost more than $1,000 now 
sell for a mere $100 – there are 
no buyers,” he said.

Fish heads that are ground 
into crocodile feed costs 
around 1,200 riel ($0.30) per 
kilogramme and whole tilapia 
costs more than 2,000 riel, he 
said. “Because there is no mar-
ket now, no one talks about 
breeding-crocodiles or hatch-
lings like they did before.”

Prices of newly-born hatch-
lings have been in freefall over 

the past three-to-four years. 
Costing $3-4 each last year, that 
price has eroded to just over $1, 
according to Chanthorn.

Chan Rithy, another farmer 
who owns 1,000 crocodiles of 
all ages, asserted that “no one 
has been able to make a profit” 
in the last two or three years, 
amid spiralling costs of feed and 
dwindling prices of hatchlings.

Rithy said rising costs for 
feed has led some farmers to 
kill crocodiles for their meat, 
which he noted does not have 
a strong market either.

“Covid-19, which is hurting the 
global economy, has had a huge 
impact on demand for luxury 
crocodile skin-made products,” 
he said, adding that no one 
wants to raise crocodiles now, 
and those who want to sell don’t 
know where to peddle them.

Vietnamese crocodile farm-
ers are also facing serious 
losses amid a sharp decline 
in skin exports to China, the 
world’s most sought-after 
consumer, due to the global 
economic crisis, Viet nam 

news reported last month.
minister of agriculture, For-

estry and Fisheries Veng sak-
hon previously told the Post 
that the ministry has never 
neglected to seek internation-
al markets to export crocodiles 
directly from Cambodia.

the issue, he said, is that 
the product had no orders.

the current decline in pric-
es and lack of markets could 
lead to stagnation in the in-
ternational market, he said, 
adding that the quality of 
Cambodian crocodile skin is 
not up to recognised interna-
tional standards.

Crocodile farming is abun-
dant in almost every country, 
the minister said. “the price 
of crocodiles in Cambodia 
depends on the international 
market. so if there are no in-
ternational orders, prices will 
fall in suit.”

Crocodile production in the 
Kingdom last year was 313,100 
hatchlings, down by 25.77 per 
cent from the 421,811 logged 
in 2019.

Cambodia, Vietnam vow
to lift trade, industry ties

Cyberattack lifts
oil; metals shine
on demand hope
OiL prices climbed on may 10 
after a vital Us pipeline was put 
out of action by a cyberattack, 
while iron ore and copper hit 
historic peaks on demand opti-
mism as economies reopen.

Oil rose after the weekend 
attack hit the Colonial Pipeline 
Company, the largest in the Us 
and which ships petro and jet 
fuel from the state of texas to 
the east Coast region, serving 50 
million consumers.

the Us government declared 
a regional emergency on may 9, 
while the company was unable 
to say when operations would 
return to normal.

in reaction, new york’s West 
texas international (Wti) crude 
and London Brent oil both 
gained about 0.4 per cent in 
value on may 10.

“energy markets were 
unnerved by a cyberattack on a 
major Us pipeline operator,” 
said interactive investor analyst 
Richard Hunter.

“as a result, the oil price added 
to the gains which were already 
being seen on higher antici-
pated demand.”

the attack comes as prices 
were pushing higher in response 
to an expected jump in demand 
as the world economy gets back 
on track as a result of the easing 
Covid health crisis.

Both Brent and Wti crude 
have gained more than 30 per 
cent in value since the start of 
the year on burgeoning opti-
mism over a post-Covid demand 
recovery.

Commodities also charged 
higher on may 10 in part owing 
to dollar weakness, which 
makes raw materials priced in 
the currency cheaper for buyers 
using rival units.

“Commodities are powering 
higher on monday [may 10], 
supported not only by the weak-
er Us dollar but also by reopen-
ing optimism and hope of large-

scale infrastructure spending in 
both Us and China,” said Oanda 
analyst sophie Griffiths.

“China’s benchmark iron ore 
rallied … to a record high, and 
copper also reached a fresh 
record high.”

elsewhere, europe’s main 
stock markets wavered as inves-
tors mulled a mixed asian ses-
sion, despite another record-
b re a k i n g  ne w  yo r k 
performance.

Frankfurt and Paris stocks 
each declined 0.2 per cent in 
early afternoon deals, while 
London advanced 0.2 per cent 
heading towards midday.

asian investors struggled to 
maintain momentum after an 
early rally on may 10.

tokyo, shanghai, seoul, 
manila, mumbai, Bangkok, 
Jakarta and Phnom Penh all rose 
but Hong Kong, singapore, Wel-
lington and taipei dropped.

sydney closed at a record, 
with mining firms rallying on 
the back of a surge in iron ore 
futures to all-time highs above 
$220 a tonne, thanks to a boost 
in demand as economies reo-
pen, particularly China.

BHP shares piled on more 
than three per cent and Rio 
tinto more than four per cent, 
while Fortescue soared nearly 
eight per cent. Copper also hit 
an all-time peak at $10,747.50 
per tonne – having already hit 
records last week.

Before the weekend, new york 
stocks jumped as a well-below-
forecast Us jobs report eased 
inflation concerns.

the Dow and s&P 500 fin-
ished at all-time highs, and the 
nasdaq gained nearly one per 
cent, while the dollar was under 
pressure.

the British pound climbed on 
may 10 to $1.4089, the highest 
since February 25, on dollar 
weakness and relief over last 
week’s UK elections. AFP

Crocodile market loses its bite

Crocodile production in the Kingdom last year was 313,100 hatchlings, down by 25.77 per cent from the 421,811 logged in 2019. HENG CHIVOAN

A shoe production line for export. Apparel and footwear materials are among Vietnam’s key export products to Cambodia. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY



Face masks designed to reduce 
viral transmission, offering 
another level of defence against 
the spread of covid-19 – with “the 

ability to prevent viruses from entering 
the human body” – are making their entry 
into the cambodian market.

Wakamono corporation masks are in-
built with a substance that traps viruses 
from passing through, preventing them 
from multiplying and eventually “killing” 
them, according to the company’s website.

Vietnam-based Wakamono produces 
high filtration masks embedded with 
a “gecide” fabric purporting strong 
antibacterial and antiviral properties – 
providing an extra weapon in the fight 
against the novel coronavirus.

The gecide fabric is a non-woven, anti-
microbial material which can destroy the 
pathogenic bacteria that cause diseases in 
humans, the company stated.

The mask is imported by anana 
Group and sold under the brand Faceline 
cambodia. 

“We donated 170,000 masks to the 
Ministry of commerce and another 
120,000 pieces to the Techo Young 
Volunteer Doctors association in april.  
   “We also support cambodia in fighting 
the covid-19 by distributing masks to 
frontline health workers, police and 
military personnel, and those living in 
the red zone areas,” said Sok channda, 
the co-owner of anana and Faceline 
cambodia.

according to Wakamono, the 
company has obtained US Food and 
Drugs administration approval and the 
european Union’s ce conformity, with 
private testing bodies Pacific Bio Labs 
in the US, canada’s Bureau Veritas and 
Germany’s TUV SUD also passing quality 
and safety certifications.

approvals have in addition been 
obtained from private laboratories in 
India and Vietnam, while testing has also 
been successfully carried out in china, she 
added.

anana has obtained approval from the 
Ministry of commerce to sell the four-
layered masks on the domestic market 

while it awaits the Ministry of Health’s 
consent, said channda.

covid-19 particles are estimated to 
be 0.12 microns, and having tested the 
filtration capacity as per PFe (particle 
filtration efficiency) tests of aSTM 
F2100 for an average particle size 0.1 
μm (micrometres), the Wakamono mask 
blocks at least 98 per cent of very small 
(0.1 micron) tested particles, the company 
stated.

With a virus filtration efficiency 
of around 98 per cent against strains 
including the SaRS-coV-2 virus – which 
causes the covid-19 coronavirus disease – 
the NL63 and 229e human coronaviruses, 
influenza a and H1N1, and poliovirus 1, 
the  sub-micron particulate filtration 
efficiency is around 98 per cent, 
it added.

Researchers spent 
around a year 
developing the 
ultra-soft, 
easily 

breathable masks that have the ability to 
prevent viruses from entering the human 
body, Wakamono said. at present they 
are being sold across asia and in other 
international markets.

Some of the other features of the masks 
include a nose bridge that prevents sliding 
and the fogging of eyewear, comfortable 
elastic ear bands and a fluid protection 
membrane layer, while high permeability 
prevents skin irritation.

and with safety now more important 
than ever, the new products are reasonably 
priced at $2 per box of 10 masks.

“During this time profit is only 
secondary – we see the need for providing 
better protective equipment to people as 
taking a much higher priority. 

“Wakamono has been marketing this 
product globally and is confident that  
manufacturing can keep up with the 
demand, especially as cambodia is very 
close [to Vietnam],” said channda, who 
is also the president and ceO of angkor 
Data communications. 
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Wakamono ‘anti-viral’ face masks set to 
join the Kingdom’s battle against Covid-19

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus pharmaceuticals 

Wakamono conducted extensive testing that shows the masks can filter Covid-19 and kill the virus. supplied 

Wakamono masks are made using gecide fabric that offers strong protection. supplied 

Researchers spent nearly a year developing the mask. supplied 
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world

DOZENS of young girls were 
buried on may 9 at a desolate 
hilltop cemetery in Kabul, a day 
after a secondary school was 
targeted in the bloodiest attack 
in afghanistan in over a year.

a series of blasts outside the 
school during a peak holiday 
shopping period killed more 
than 50 people, mostly female 
students, and wounded more 
than 100 in Dasht-e-Barchi, a 
west Kabul suburb populated 
mostly by Hazara Shiites.

The government blamed the 

Taliban for the carnage, but 
the insurgents denied respon-
sibility and issued a statement 
saying the nation needed to 
“safeguard and look after edu-
cational centres and institutions”.

may 8’s blasts came as the 
US military continues to with-
draw its last 2,500 troops from 
the violence-wracked coun-
try despite faltering peace ef-
forts between the Taliban and 
afghan government to end a 
decades-long war.

Interior ministry spokesman 

Tareq arian told reporters that 
a car bomb detonated in front 
of the Sayed al-Shuhada girls’ 
school on may 8, and when the 
students rushed out in panic, 
two more devices exploded.

Residents were shopping 
ahead of this week’s Eid al-
Fitr holiday – which marks 
the end of the Islamic holy 
month of Ramadan – when 
the blasts occurred.

On may 9, relatives bur-
ied the dead at a hilltop site 
known as “martyrs Ceme-
tery”, where victims of attacks 
against the Hazara commu-
nity are laid to rest.

Hazaras are Shiite muslims 
and considered heretics by 
extremist Sunnis. Sunni mus-
lims make up the majority of 
the afghan population.

Bodies in wooden coffins 
were lowered into graves one 
by one by mourners still in 
a state of shock and fear, an 
aFP photographer said.

“I rushed to the scene [after 
the blasts] and found myself 
in the middle of bodies, their 

hands and heads cut off and 
bones smashed,” said moham-
mad Taqi, a resident of Dasht-
e-Barchi, whose two daughters 
were students at the school but 
had escaped the attack.

“all of them were girls. Their 
bodies piled on top of each 
other.”

Last week the school’s stu-
dents had protested about 
a lack of teachers and study 
materials, said mirza Hus-
sain, a local resident.

“But what they got [in re-
turn] was a massacre.”

Books and school bags be-
longing to the victims still 
lay scattered at the site of the 
attack.

afghan officials includ-
ing President ashraf Ghani 
blamed the Taliban.

“This savage group does not 
have the power to confront 
security forces on the battle-
field, and instead targets 
with brutality and barbarism 
public facilities and the girls’ 
school,” Ghani said in a state-
ment after the blasts.

The Taliban denied involve-
ment, and insist they have not 
carried out attacks in Kabul 
since February last year, when 
they signed a deal with Wash-
ington that paved the way for 
peace talks and withdrawal of 
the remaining US troops.

But the group has clashed dai-
ly with afghan forces in the rug-
ged countryside even as the US 
military reduces its presence.

The US was supposed to 
have pulled all forces out by 
may 1 as agreed with the Tali-
ban last year, but Washington 
pushed back the date to Sep-
tember 11 – a move that an-
gered the insurgents.

The leader of the Taliban, 
Hibatullah akhundzada, reit-
erated in a message released 
ahead of Eid that any delay in 
withdrawing the troops was a 
“violation” of that deal.

“If america again fails to live 
up to its commitments then 
the world must bear witness 
and hold america account-
able for all the consequenc-
es,” akhundzada warned in 

may 9’s message.
He also said that the coun-

try should “safeguard and 
look after educational centres 
and institutions”.

Pope Francis said may 8’s 
attack was “an inhumane ac-
tion”, while Iran blamed the 
jihadist Islamic State (IS).

“By targeting children amid 
Ramadan, Daesh again exhib-
ited its inhumanity and abject 
contempt for Islam and mus-
lims,” Iranian foreign minis-
ter Javad Zarif said, calling IS 
by its arabic acronym.

India called for “dismantling 
terrorist sanctuaries” and for a 
ceasefire to boost peace efforts.

On may 9 evening, Ghani 
declared a day of national 
mourning for may 11.

The Dasht-e-Barchi neigh-
bourhood has been a regular 
target of attacks from Sunni 
Islamist militants.

Two brutal attacks last year 
on a hospital and a tuition 
centre in the same neighbour-
hood left about 50 people dead 
and scores wounded. AFP

afghans bury dead from bloody girls’-school blasts

India virus strain may dodge
Covid jab protections: WHO
a 

COVID-19 variant 
spreading in India 
is more contagious 
and it is feared it 

could be dodging some vac-
cine protections, contribut-
ing to the country’s explosive 
outbreak, the World Health 
Organisation’s (WHO) chief 
scientist said on may 8.

In an interview with aFP, 
Soumya Swaminathan warned 
that “the epidemiological fea-
tures that we see in India today 
do indicate that it’s an extreme-
ly rapidly spreading variant”.

India on may 8 for the first 
time registered more than 
4,000 Covid-19 deaths in 
just 24 hours, and more than 
400,000 new infections.

New Delhi has struggled to 
contain the outbreak, which 
has overwhelmed its health-
care system, and many ex-
perts suspect the official 
death and case numbers are a 
gross underestimate.

Swaminathan, an Indian 
paediatrician and clinical sci-
entist, said the B.1.617 variant 
of Covid-19, which was first 
detected in India last Octo-
ber, was clearly a contribut-
ing factor to the catastrophe 
unfolding in her homeland.

“There have been many ac-
celerators that are fed into this,” 
the 62-year-old said, stressing 
that “a more rapidly spreading 
virus is one of them”.

The WHO recently listed 
B.1.617 – which counts several 
sub-lineages with slightly differ-
ent mutations and characteris-
tics – as a “variant of interest”.

But so far it has stopped short 
of adding it to its short list of 
“variants of concern” – a label 

indicating it is more dangerous 
than the original version of the 
virus by being more transmis-
sible, deadly or able to get past 
vaccine protections.

Several national health au-
thorities, including in the US 
and Britain, have meanwhile 
said they consider B.1.617 a 
variant of concern, and Swa-
minathan said she expected 
the WHO to soon follow suit.

“B.1.617 is likely to be a vari-
ant of concern because it has 
some mutations which in-
crease transmission, and which 
also potentially could make [it] 
resistant to antibodies that are 
generated by vaccination or by 
natural infection,” she said.

But she insisted that the 
variant alone could not be 
blamed for the dramatic surge 
in cases and deaths seen in 
India, pointing to “huge so-

cial mixing and large gather-
ings” in recent months.

mass election rallies held 
by Prime minister Narendra 
modi and other politicians 
have for instance partly been 
blamed by some for the stag-
gering rise in infections.

But even as many in India 
felt the crisis was over, drop-
ping mask-wearing and other 
protection measures, the vi-
rus was quietly spreading.

“In a large country like In-
dia, you could have trans-
mission at low levels, which 
is what happened for many 
months,” Swaminathan said.

“It was endemic [and] prob-
ably gradually increasing,” 
she said, decrying that “those 
early signs were missed until 
it reached the point at which 
it was taking off vertically.

“at that point it’s very hard 

to suppress, because it’s then 
involving tens of thousands 
of people and it’s multiplying 
at a rate at which it’s very dif-
ficult to stop.”

While India is now trying to 
scale up vaccination to rein in 
the outbreak, Swaminathan 
warned that the jabs alone 
would not be enough to gain 
control of the situation.

She pointed out that India, 
the world’s largest vaccine-
making nation, had only fully 
vaccinated around two per 
cent of the 1.3 billion-plus 
population.

“It’s going to take many 
months if not years to get to 
the point of 70 to 80 per cent 
coverage,” she said.

With that prospect, Swami-
nathan stressed that “for the 
foreseeable future, we need 
to depend on our tried and 
tested public health and so-
cial measures” to bring down 
transmission.

The surge in India is frighten-
ing not only due to the horrify-
ing number of people who are 
sick and dying there, but also 
because the exploding infection 
numbers dramatically increase 
the chances of new and more 
dangerous variants emerging.

“The more the virus is 
replicating and spreading 
and transmitting, the more 
chances are that … mutations 
will develop and adapt,” Swa-
minathan said.

“Variants which accumu-
late a lot of mutations may 
ultimately become resistant 
to the current vaccines that 
we have,” she warned.

“That’s going to be a problem 
for the whole world.” AFP

World Health Organisation chief scientist Soumya Swaminathan laments 
that India appeared to have let down its guard down, with ‘huge social 
mixing and large gatherings’. AFP

The Colonial Pipeline serves millions of customers on the US’ East 
Coast, including Washington Dulles International Airport. AFP

Shiite mourners and relatives dug graves for girls who died in Saturday’s 
multiple blasts outside a school in Kabul. AFP

Key US fuel pipeline
still mainly shut after
ransomware attack
THE largest fuel pipeline sys-
tem in the US remained largely 
shut down on may 9, two days 
after a major ransomware 
attack was detected, its operat-
ing company said.

The Colonial Pipeline Com-
pany ships petrol and jet fuel 
from the Gulf Coast of Texas to 
the populous East Coast 
through 8,850km of pipeline, 
serving 50 million consumers.

The company said it was the 
victim of a cybersecurity attack 
involving ransomware – 
attacks that encrypt computer 
systems and seek to extract 
payments from operators.

“While our mainlines remain 
offline, some smaller lateral 
lines between terminals and 
delivery points are now opera-
tional,” Colonial said in a 
statement, adding it would 
“bring our full system back 
online only when we believe it 
is safe to do so”.

“We have remained in con-
tact with law enforcement and 
other federal agencies, includ-
ing the Department of Energy 
who is leading the federal gov-
ernment response.

“maintaining the operational 

security of our pipeline, in addi-
tion to safely bringing our sys-
tems back online, remain our 
highest priorities,” it added.

Commerce secretary Gina 
Raimondo told CBS on may 9 
that authorities were working 
to try to prevent any disrup-
tion to supplies.

Colonial, based in the south-
ern state of Georgia, is the largest 
pipeline operator in the US by 
volume, normally transporting 
2.5 million barrels of petrol, die-
sel fuel, jet fuel and other refined 
petroleum products per day.

The attack prompted calls 
from cybersecurity experts for 
improved oversight of the indus-
try to prepare for future threats.

The US was rocked in recent 
months by news of two major 
cybersecurity breaches – the 
SolarWinds hack that compro-
mised thousands of US govern-
ment and private sector compu-
ter networks and was officially 
blamed on Russia; and a poten-
tially devastating penetration of 
microsoft email servers.

The latter is believed to have 
affected at least 30,000 US 
organisations including local 
governments. AFP
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ASEAN

TWO Philippine House lawmakers on 
may 9 criticised the Department of 
Health (DoH) for buying one billion 
pesos ($21 million) worth of remdesi-
vir even after the World Health Organ-
isation (WHO) had rejected the use of 
the drug in Covid-19 treatment.

anakalusugan Representative 
michael Defensor and House Deputy 
Speaker Lito atienza also questioned 
the DoH’s decision to push through 
with the transaction, which they 
described as a waste of money.

“We consider all new purchases of 
remdesivir as reckless and foolish 
spending in light of the WHO recom-
mendation, and considering that [the] 
government is scrounging for money 
to buy more Covid-19 vaccines and 
pay for the 2,000-peso cash aid for 
every Filipino contemplated under 
the Bayanihan 3 bill,” Defensor said 
in a statement.

He warned that further purchases 
of remdesivir might be deemed as 
transactions highly detrimental to the 
government under the anti-Graft and 
Corrupt Practices act.

In a separate statement, atienza 
questioned the DoH’s “wasteful dou-
ble standard” of promoting a very 
expensive drug such as remdesivir 
while ignoring other potential low-
priced treatments like human-grade 

ivermectin that he said costs only 
35-40 pesos per capsule.

The DoH did not respond to requests 
for comment.

“The DoH should stop importing 
and using remdesivir. Otherwise, the 
public will start suspecting that some 
[DoH] officials are making money on 
the purchases,” atienza said.

“Other wealthy nations can throw 
their money away on remdesivir if 
they want to, but in our case, we sim-
ply can’t afford to,” he added.

Both atienza and Defensor have 
been pushing for the use of ivermectin 
to treat and prevent Covid-19 despite 
the WHO’s warning that there was not 
enough evidence to show the anti-
parasitic drug could be used effec-
tively against the coronavirus.

The issue has also divided the med-
ical community, pitting doctors 
against each other. In particular, a 
doctor and Inquirer columnist advo-
cating the usage of ivermectin wrote 
the Healthcare Professionals alliance 

against Covid-19 (HPaaC) last week 
to demand that the group “correct … 
the disinformation you had caused 
and apologise”.

“If you fail to correct the injustice you 
had caused the medical volunteers and 
other ivermectin advocates within 72 
hours, then we shall be compelled to 
exhaust all possible legal remedies to 
seek redress for this grave injustice,” Dr 
Rafael Castillo said in his letter that he 
also sent to the DoH, Professional 
Regulation Commission and Food and 
Drug administration (FDa).

Castillo, who took part in the april 29 
mass distribution of ivermectin led by 
Defensor in Quezon City, said that he 
wrote the letter because he wanted to 
stand up for the other doctors and 
medical volunteers who favour the use 
of the drug “but [were] subjected to [this 
kind of] humiliation and rebuke”.

“We’re not saying that ivermectin is 
a miracle drug. It’s not. But it’s safe and 
it may treat Covid,” Castillo stressed, 
adding that he was only being “prag-
matic” given the scarcity of Covid 
treatments and vaccines.

around 200 people each got 10 iver-
mectin capsules from Defensor and 
Sagip Representative Rodante mar-
coleta during the mass distribution.

Days after, at least 41 medical groups 
and societies under the HPaaC urged 

the public not to use the drug and said 
its distribution was in direct violation 
of the FDa’s regulatory practices.

It backed the stand of the Philip-
pine College of Physicians (PCP) and 
Philippine medical association, 
which had warned against the use of 
the drug. It also expressed support 
for the position of the Philippine 
Pharmacists association, which had 
said the widespread distribution of 
ivermectin could be in violation of 
the Philippine Pharmacy act and 
should therefore be investigated by 
the DoH and FDa.

“If they are found at fault, we also 
call on the Professional Regulation 
Commission to investigate and hold 
them liable for breaking the law,” the 
HPaaC said.

But in a phone interview on may 9, 
Castillo said the groups had already 
reached out to him “to resolve the mat-
ter among ourselves, a collegial body”.

Dr Tony Leachon, a former PCP 
president, said he supported the stand 
of the medical groups. according to 
him, he and Castillo have both agreed 
to disagree.

“Respect is key. Respect [for] one-
self. Respect [for] others’ opinions 
[and] responsibility for your actions,” 
Leachon said. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Thousands turned back in Indonesia
gov’t effort to stop Idul Fitri exodus
D

ESPITE the Indo-
nesian govern-
ment’s attempts to 
stop people from 

visiting their hometowns for 
Idul Fitri, resulting in tens of 
thousands of vehicles forced 
to make a U-turn at toll gates, 
some travellers have man-
aged to find a way around the 
mudik (exodus) ban.

National Police Traffic 
Corps (Korlantas) chief In-
spector Geneneral Istiono 
said on may 8 evening that 
three days into the mudik 
ban, the police had stopped 
around 70,000 vehicles and 
instructed drivers to go back 
to where they came from af-
ter they failed to produce the 
necessary permits and travel 
requirements.

They were stopped at 381 
checkpoints spread across 
Sumatra, Java and Bali, where 
a joint team of 155,000 per-
sonnel from the police, Indo-
nesian military (TNI), Public 
Order agency (Satpol PP) and 
the Transportation ministry 
have been deployed.

In Jakarta, some 6,500 vehi-
cles were told to turn around 
because of the mudik ban, 
which started on may 6 and 
will last until may 17. In a 
bid to curb Covid-19 trans-
mission, the government im-
posed the ban for the second 
year, only allowing out-of-
town travel for urgent mat-
ters, such as the death of a 
family member.

Public officials and public 
workers are allowed to travel 
for work-related matters but 
must carry a permission let-
ter from their respective su-
pervisors and regional heads 
that states their specific rea-
sons for travelling. Those who 
wish to travel during the ban 

must also obtain an entry and 
exit permit (SIKm) issued by 
their respective local admin-
istrations.

While a drop in toll road 
users and certain modes of 
public transportation has 
been reported from before 
the mudik ban, the number 
of travellers, regardless of 
their purpose, was still in the 
tens of thousands. On the 
second day of the ban, the 
Transportation ministry re-
corded a 16 per cent increase 
in plane passengers travel-
ling for non-mudik purposes 
from the first day.

In total, authorities in West 
Java have had to force at least 
22,000 out of the 64,000 vehi-
cles intercepted at 158 check-

points to make a U-turn as of 
may 7, said West Java gover-
nor Ridwan Kamil.

Despite these efforts, office 
worker Inas was able to return 
to her hometown in Subang, 
West Java, from Bandung by 
motorcycle, without bringing 
any required documents.

“I deliberately chose to 
travel at night because the of-
ficers must be feeling cold, so 
the monitoring will be loose.”

Other travellers in East 
Java used the same strategy 
and also took shortcuts to 
avoid checkpoints. East Java 
Police traffic director Senior 
Commissioner Latif Usman 
said the police would moni-
tor these smaller, alternative 
roads for 24 hours.

Latif added on may 9 that on 
the first day of the mudik ban, 
3,169 vehicles – mainly cars 
and motorbikes – were forced 
to turn around. On may 8, the 
police forced at least 130 buses 
carrying homebound travel-
lers to return to their depart-
ing points, all filtered at nine 
entry points connecting the 
province to Central Java and 
Bali. From 10,000 intercepted 
motorbikes, 8,000 were told to 
turn back, he said.

The government initially al-
lowed people to travel during 
the ban within an agglom-
eration area such as Greater 
Jakarta but backpedalled on 
the policy late last week.

In contrast, Surakarta may-
or Gibran Rakabuming Raka, 

the son of President Joko 
“Jokowi” Widodo, has allowed 
people to go on mudik in the 
agglomeration area that cov-
ers the city and six other sur-
rounding cities.

Homecoming trips have 
amplified concerns over an 
exponential rise in Covid-
19 cases after the Idul Fitri 
holiday, especially follow-
ing the recent discovery of a 
more transmissible corona-
virus variant from India, the 
B.1.617.

It was recently detected in a 
medical worker in Indonesia 
and has been deemed a variant 
of concern by the UK’s health 
authorities for being as trans-
missible as the UK variant. 
The latter has also been locally 
transmitted in Indonesia.

The government has ex-
pressed concerns about trav-
ellers arriving from abroad. 
East Java Covid-19 task force 
head mahkyan Jibril said that 
as of may 7, 5,679 passengers 
had arrived at the Juanda 
International airport, 53 of 
whom had tested positive 
upon arrival.

Home minister Tito Karna-
vian said he would consult 
with foreign minister Retno 
marsudi on issuing travel 
documents in lieu of pass-
ports (SPLP) so that undocu-
mented migrant workers 
could still return to Indonesia 
through the designated entry 
points.

Epidemiologist Laura Na-
vika yamani said that a possi-
ble increase in Covid-19 cases 
would be inevitable, urging 
the government to upscale its 
testing, tracing and isolating 
efforts, as well as other health-
care facilities as early as possi-
ble to anticipate the spike. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Some people have decided to travel early for Idul Fitri to avoid the ban on ‘mudik’, which the Indonesian 
government has revived this year. ANTARA/THE JAKARTA POST

Philippines’ $21m remdesivir buy a ‘waste of money’

The Philippines’ Department of Health purchased one billion pesos ($21 million) worth 
of remdesivir to treat Covid-19 patients. GILEAD SCIENCES INC

HCMC ready
for possible
outbreak of
coronavirus

HO CHi Minh City 
(HCMC) has set up 
four more facilities to 

increase its mandatory Covid-
19 quarantine capacity to 
more than 10,000 beds amid 
the recent alarming rise in 
transmission.

Speaking at a meeting on 
May 7, deputy chairman of its 
People’s Committee, Duong 
Anh Duc, said the Vietnamese 
city is geared to cope with a 
major outbreak.

The testing capacity can be 
ramped up quickly to 30,000-
40,000 tests a day from the 
current 15,000.

The city is also preparing 
to treat 100-200 cases daily if 
required.

Duc called on the heads of 
agencies to prepare to act quic-
kly to trace people who come in 
close contact with patients.

inspection teams will step 
up surprise checks of manu-
facturing facilities, markets, 
commercial centres, bus sta-
tions, education and training 
facilities, and centralised qua-
rantine facilities to ensure they 
follow all preventive measures.

Local authorities have been 
told to closely monitor closed 
gyms and fitness centres, 
bars, karaoke parlours, 
cinemas, discotheques, and 
wedding centres and all 
events attended by more than 
30 people, and impose heavy 
fines if they detect violations.

Businesses that are allowed 
to remain open are required to 
strictly comply with the Minis-
try of Health’s safety criteria.

“Lax management and 
oversight can result in out-
breaks,” Duc warned.

Voluntary blood donation is 
allowed to continue normally. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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W
HILE many central 
banks are still investigat-
ing the possibility of 
issuing a digital curren-

cy, China has rolled out a digital cur-
rency via a series of pilot pro-
grammes since last year. The eRmB, 
known officially as DC/EP, by itself will 
not help the renminbi to challenge the 
US dollar’s global dominance. Its true 
significance instead lies in its poten-
tial to alter the balance between Chi-
na’s technology giants and traditional 
majority state-owned banks, thus 
indirectly enhancing the banks’ inter-
national competitiveness.

The pilot programmes employ a 
two-tier structure with “controlled 
anonymity”. The People’s Bank of Chi-
na (PBOC, the central bank) issues 
eRmB to an authorised group of large 
state-owned banks and other selected 
financial institutions, which then 
make the money available to house-
holds and firms – the digital curren-
cy’s ultimate users. Unlike with some 
other central-bank digital currencies 
under discussion, Chinese house-
holds and companies would not have 
an eRmB account directly at the cen-
tral bank, thus distancing the PBOC 
from any glitches that might occur.

The authorised institutions see only 
a portion of the digital footprints of 
individuals or firms – for example, 
when they deposit or withdraw funds 
using eRmB – and are not supposed to 
keep the information longer than 
needed. That’s the “anonymity” part 
of “controlled anonymity”. The “con-
trolled” part, however, is that the 
PBOC sees the entire history of the 
movement of a given eRmB unit, and 
can choose whether or not to use or 
share the information. Both the two-
tier system and controlled anonymity 
are likely to be central features of any 
eventual national programme.

In the pilot schemes, eRmB were 
distributed to randomly chosen indi-
viduals via free digital gifts. at the full-
scale launch, the government will have 
several tools at its disposal to encour-
age wider use. For example, it could 
pay the salaries of government and 
state-owned firms’ employees – some 
15 per cent of the workforce – and 
public-sector pensions in eRmB. Gov-
ernment procurement programmes, 
transfers to low-income households, 
and subsidies to firms also can be car-
ried out in the new currency. In addi-
tion, the government could require 
citizens to pay a progressively higher 
proportion of income taxes and other 

public-sector fees in eRmB.
How significant will the digital ren-

minbi be? By replacing China’s physi-
cal notes and coins, the eRmB will 
save the PBOC the costs of printing 
and circulating new currency and 
regularly replacing a portion of exist-
ing notes, which currently amount to 
billions of renminbi a year. While 
these savings are socially useful, they 
are unlikely to be large relative to 
China’s government budget or GDP.

Nor will the eRmB completely 
stamp out illegal transactions in Chi-
na’s underground economy, because 
criminals will doubtlessly settle deals 
using alternative means such as dol-
lar or euro bills, gold chains, or valua-
ble artwork. (more than half of all 
physical US dollar bills, especially 
$100 dollar bills, circulate outside the 
US, often aiding the underground 
economy in other countries.)

a far more significant consequence 
of the eRmB that Chinese officials have 
not publicly discussed is its potential 
to alter the balance of power between 
China’s banks and Big Tech firms.

The rise of digital conglomerates 
such as ant Group, JD.com, and 
Baidu has created significant value 
for Chinese households and firms. 
Households can access a large array 
of mutual-fund products through 
digital financial supermarkets with a 
level of convenience unavailable 
even to americans, while millions of 
small entrepreneurs unable to obtain 
bank loans have secured funding 

without having to post a collateral.
The ability to make such loans 

reflects Big Tech’s advantage in 
observing not only the revenue 
growth of an online business, but also 
“soft information” such as customer 
reviews of the firm’s products and 
services, and product return rates. 
Such data – which typically is not 
available to banks – allows Big Tech to 
generate high-quality credit scores. 
Big data also enable Big Tech firms to 
process credit applications, distribute 
loans, and collect repayment much 
more cheaply and quickly than banks.

Regulators within and outside China 
have become increasingly worried that 
Big Tech firms could abuse these advan-
tages. Traditional banks, which have 
been losing market share to the digital 
giants in both money management and 
lending, are probably cheering the reg-
ulators on as they take a tougher stance.

Under controlled anonymity for the 
eRmB, the PBOC will gain a similar 
ability to monitor what is otherwise 
invisible to banks. although the PBOC 
would still lack other information such 
as customer reviews, its data on growth 
of revenues and expenses would in 
some ways be better than Big Tech’s, 
because it would include an economy-
wide history of transactions. This may 
allow the PBOC to estimate potential 
borrowers’ creditworthiness and to 
share these new credit scores with 
banks at low or no cost, enabling them 
to make uncollateralised loans too, 
which could reduce or even eliminate 

Big Tech’s information advantage.
The eventual international use of 

the eRmB will depend on a number of 
factors. as China’s global trade and 
financial importance grows, more 
transactions will be settled in renmin-
bi. Chinese state-owned firms could 
insist on settling a portion of their 
international transactions in renmin-
bi, while the PBOC could sign more 
swap agreements involving the cur-
rency. But Chinese capital controls, as 
well as the relatively small amount of 
liquid renminbi-denominated assets 
that can be bought and sold by inter-
national investors, will limit the cur-
rency’s international uptake. Reforms 
in these areas, on the other hand, can 
promote its adoption.

US policy also will play a role. The 
US authorities could, for example, dis-
courage american financial institu-
tions from using the renminbi. Ironi-
cally, frequent US financial sanctions 
that exploit the dollar’s privileged glo-
bal position could promote the emer-
gence of alternatives to the greenback, 
including the renminbi.

The eRmB on its own will not 
advance the renminbi’s internation-
alisation. Its main impact is likely to 
be a rebalancing of power between 
the banks and the Big Techs at home. 
THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Shang-Jin Wei, a former chief economist at 
the Asian Development Bank, is professor of 
finance and economics at Columbia Business 
School and Columbia University’s School of 
International and Public Affairs

Opinion
Shang-Jin Wei

How will the digital renminbi 
change China?

A man walks by a poster advertising the renminbi (RMB) currency (Chinese yuan) in Hong Kong. Afp
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a hard but sweet-smelling slog on mt 
atlas – morocco’s Valley of the Roses
T

O EaRN a dollar, rose picker Izza 
in morocco’s atlas mountains 
wakes up at dawn to collect three 
kilogrammes of flowers – even-

tually distilled into precious oil costing 
$18,000 per kg.

“We earn just enough to live on,” 
she says, her hands gloved against the 
thorns and her head covered against the 
hot sun bearing down on the Valley of 
the Roses in the kingdom’s south.

The harvest begins at dawn, and it 
takes about six hours – before the sun-
shine damages the shocking pink petals 
– to fill the big bags that the women carry 
on their heads to the weighing station.

Izza ait ammi mouh, a Berber woman 
of “about 40” – she doesn’t know her ex-
act age and can’t spell her name – doesn’t 
complain.

The work allows her to feed her fam-
ily of five, picking 20kg to take home just 
under $7 a day during the short april-
may season.

a kilogramme of essential oils requires 
between four and five tonnes of flowers.

The heady aroma of the Rosa Dama-
scena – a variety introduced in the days 
of the caravan trade – perfumes hedges 
and fields irrigated by two wadis between 
the mountains and the Sahara desert.

Everything revolves around roses: 
the names of hotels, cosmetics sold in 
countless stores, necklaces offered by 
children in the streets.

The annual festival in the town of Ke-
laat mgouna – with a rose statue at its 
centre –  attracted thousands of visitors 
before Covid-19.

‘Lucky to be poor’ 
“The rose is the only way to work in 

the valley,” says Najad Hassad.
The 35-year-old  happily left her job in 

a packaging factory to manage the Rosa-
mgoun cooperative, a small distillery set 
up by two sisters who grow roses.

The work is much better paid, 2,500 
dirhams ($280) a month, almost the offi-
cial minimum wage in morocco, instead 
of 400 dirhams a month at the factory.

and the unit of five employees feels 
“like a family”.

The distillery produces rose water and 
essential oils sold in the cooperative’s store, 
along with cosmetic derivatives such as 

soap, creams, perfumes and ointments.
Rochdi Bouker, head of the moroccan 

growers and processors association, Fima-
rose, sees the rose as “an engine of local de-
velopment”, banking on the global vogue for 
natural raw materials and organic products.

It aims to register an “organic” label 
for the valley to boost the value of local 
roses on a world market dominated by 
Bulgaria and Turkey, the leaders in rose-
based perfumes.

“We are lucky to be poor,” he said. “We 
don’t treat our valley, or very little – [it] isn’t 
filled with pesticides or insecticides”.

To increase income and combat an 
exodus from rural areas, morocco must 
“develop the derivatives that bring in the 
most” income, essential oils and “con-
crete”, an extract obtained by solvent 
which, once filtered, is highly prized by the 
luxury perfume industry, Bouker added.

moroccan rose exports are currently 
restricted mostly to rose water and dried 
flowers.

Essential oils account for only about 
50kg of annual exports and “concrete” 
for 500kg, a fraction of the industrial 
volumes sold by Bulgaria and Turkey, 
according to Fimarose.

“Here, the main buyers are tourists pass-
ing through,” explains mohamed Kaci.

The 40-year-old started with a still, 
and he now employs 30 people in his 
company, “La Valle des Roses”, specialis-
ing in cosmetics.

But “unfortunately, Covid-19 is block-
ing everything,” he says.

With the pandemic, the price of fresh 
flowers has sunk by about 30 per cent in 
the past two years.

The downturn came after a buoyant 
period, driven by the agriculture minis-
try’s efforts to develop the sector.

“We’re looking for more and more in-
vestors,” says Hafsa Chakibi.

The 30-year-old Franco-moroccan set 
up her own business, Flora Sina, in 2016 
on the back of a university degree in 
chemistry, banking on the appeal of or-
ganic produce, small volumes and “tra-
ditional” distillation in copper stills.

Her “pure and natural” rose water has 
quickly found customers who are “look-
ing for something more” in Canada, 
China, Britain, France and the Nether-
lands. AFP

young W african screenwriters set for first French TV series
IN a luxury villa on Lake Togo, 10 
young West african screenwriters 
are getting a rare chance to hone 
their skills and see their work on the 
small screen.

The Togo initiative by maison Jun-
ior association brings together writ-
ers from five countries with the idea 
of eventually crafting the second sea-
son of the French series Junior des 
idees au Or – Junior with the golden 
ideas – to become the first major 
French series written entirely in 
French-speaking West africa.

The animated film takes a look at the 
daily lives of a group of african school-
children, including the hero Junior.

“In Season 1, it was French screen-
writers who made this series and who 
spoke about the daily life of african 
children,” said Christophe Guignee, 
screenwriter, cartoonist and co-

founder of maison Junior.
“Now we are turning it around: it is 

african screenwriters who will talk 
about the daily life of african chil-
dren. It  must be accessible for Euro-
peans and at the same time, some-
thing africans can identify with.”

accompanied by two French pro-
fessionals and one Togolese, the 10 
have already completed a four-month 
distance course. 

after the stay in Togo, the young 
screenwriters will have another two-
month period of distance training.

“This training is interesting, 
because it allows us to offer content 
that is modelled on our realities, on 
what we are experiencing in africa,” 
said Odilon Edjedji, a 25-year-old 
from neighbouring Benin.

For the young writers, it is a real 
chance at sharpening their skills.

“In africa, it is not always easy to 
train in cinema. and as for scriptwrit-
ing, it is not easy, because training is 
rare,” said anais Kere, a 23-year-old 
Burkinabe journalist, screenwriter 
and film critic.

The training is both theoretical and 
practical. But it also has a new chal-
lenging aspect.

Two famous Togolese slam-rappers, 
are also supervising the students in 
conceiving a song for the series.

Sitting around a table in the middle 
of the villa’s lush garden not far from 
the Togo capital Lome, the young 
screenwriters have trying to adapt 
text to music.

“There are things that I did but did 
not understand,” said yoann Feteke, 
a young Togolese screenwriter.

“With this training, I gradually mas-
tered all the stages of writing.” AFP

The heady aroma of the Rosa Damascena – a variety introduced in the days of the caravan trade – perfumes hedges and 
fields irrigated by two wadis between the Atlas Mountains and the Sahara Desert. AFP

A worker spreads rose petals outside a house in the city of Kelaat Mgouna (or Tighremt NImgunen) in Morocco’s central 
Tinghir Province in the Atlas Mountains on April 26.  AFP

Christophe Guignement (left), scriptwriter and author of cartoons and co-founder of the 
Maison Junior association, teaches participants of the residency in Alogavi, Togo. AFP
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Members of the Association of Banks in Cambodia last Wednesday  
donated foodstuffs and personal protective products to support the 
Phnom Penh city administration’s  initiatives during the Covid-19 outbreak. 
Items worth 10 million riel – including rice, canned fish, face masks and 
hand sanitiser – were handed over to Phnom Penh Governor HE Khuong 
Sreng. These will be channelled to residents affected by the lockdown.

Bankers chip in to assist those in distress during Covid-19
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Almond Hospitality Group extended its philanthropic efforts last Thursday by donating 
foodstuffs to those suffering as a result of the lockdown in place to halt the spread of Covid-19. The 
group’s founder and CEO Luu Meng donated 300 food hampers – which were also sponsored by 
friends from as far afield as Vietnam, Australia, New Zealand and the US, and patrons of Yi Sang  
Restaurant-Sothearos – to the Mudhita Foundation.  The local charity organisation will distribute the 
donations to those residing in red zone areas.

Almond Group donates food hampers

Japan last Friday donated 35 ambulances to support the Kingdom’s efforts in combating the Covid-19 
outbreak. The move is part of Japan’s contributions to assist ASEAN countries tackle the pandemic, which 
was announced by the then Prime Minister Abe Shinzo in April last year. The handover ceremony was 
held at the Ministry of Health.

Japan gifts 35 ambulances to Cambodia
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Cousin of “ahem”
  5 Fodder holder
  9 “Crocodile Dundee” star
 14 “Beetle Bailey” pooch
 15 Minute bit
 16 Speak from a soapbox
 17 Big hit for Janis Joplin
 20 Fine wool
 21 Nabisco cookies
 22 Genesis name
 23 Takeoff and landing overseers (Abbr.)
 25 Baby carrier?
 26 ___ polloi
 29 Amount to make do with
 31 “That feels good!”
 33 Reacts to pain or a pun
 35 Dressed like a Roman senator
 38 Adage
 39 Certain marine vessel
 41 Passed out cards
 43 Like a wetland
 44 Writer Christie
 46 Maple fluid
 47 Congers
 51 Perignon’s title

 52 .0000001 joule
 54 The upper part
 56 Thou squared
 57 Prefix meaning “false”
 59 Bearish
 61 “Your secret’s safe with me”
 65 Game related to bingo
 66 Film director Ephron
 67 Be a stool pigeon
 68 Anxiety
 69 Stone of many Libras
 70 Watering need
DOWN
  1 Sword-hilt knob
  2 Stuff into a ship’s hold
  3 Gawks
  4 Author Morrison
  5 Deliberate subversion
  6 “Am ___ believe ... ?”
  7 Gray wolf
  8 Game played with a 40-card deck
  9 Word spelled the same as anoth-

er but with a different meaning
 10 Tolkien creatures
 11 Joke
 12 Consumed
 13 “Born,” in wedding notices

 18 Chromosome component
 19 Safecracker, in slang
 24 Gaping hole
 26 “Aquarius” musical
 27 Lennon’s widow
 28 Suffix with “patriot”
 30 Artificial leg?
 32 “___ a friend of mine”
 34 Daisy variety
 36 Under pressure
 37 Rid of vermin, Pied Piper-style
 39 Palindromic title
 40 Wedding ceremony
 41 “Dear old” guy
 42 Psychoanalysis topic
 45 War god
 48 Designer Pucci
 49 Department store section
 50 Arctic transport
 53 Bat droppings
 55 Historic opening?
 57 Cushion stickers
 58 Discontinue
 60 Obi, e.g.
 61 Wharton grad, for one
 62 Wistful wishing
 63 Time delay
 64 It’s full of periods

“A BIT SELFISH” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution

I
n CUBa, where ameri-
can cars older than the 
average inhabitant are 
a common sight on city 

streets, Pablo manso makes 
his living in a very particular 
niche: repairing Chevrolets 
from 1955, 1956 and 1957.

The self-taught technician 
plies his trade in a workshop 
he built 15 years ago at his 
home in Placetas, a small city 
in the rural center of the com-
munist island. 

He recreates Chevy parts 
with machines he built him-
self in a country where US 
sanctions have crippled im-
ports of cars, parts and tools 
of the trade.

“modern cars do not inter-
est me,” the 53-year-old man-
so said with a shrug.

It took him years to teach 
himself his craft, working 
day and night and learning 
through trial and error.

“I was tearing my hair out,” 
he laughs. 

His efforts have paid off, 
and today, Chevrolet own-
ers from all over Cuba – even 
further afield – look to him to 
keep their motors running.

“People are commissioning 
pieces from many countries,” 
manso said proudly – citing 
orders from the United States, 
Canada, Italy and Spain.

Pampered cars
In the first half of the 20th 

century, Cubans imported 
tens of thousands of ameri-
can cars, then brand new.

But economic sanctions 
declared in 1962 against the 
government of Fidel Castro 
stopped the influx. 

“We need tractors, not Ca-
dillacs,” Castro responded at 
the time.

Today, it is estimated that 
some 60,000 american clas-
sic vehicles from the 1940s 
and 1950s are in circulation 
in Cuba.

The cars are pampered by 
their owners, who rely on 
them for daily transport but 
also to convey tourists in a 
country where the cars have 
themselves become a key at-
traction.

manso himself owns a red 
and white Chevrolet Bel air 
from 1955, a shining museum 
piece with almost all its origi-

nal parts except for the en-
gine, which is from Toyota.

This has been the biggest 
adaptation to most surviv-
ing Chevys in Cuba, with the 
original engines not surviving 
the passage of time.

manso says Chevrolet “made 
a leap towards modernity” in 
1955, and that year, 1956 and 
1957 were the “years of suc-
cess” for the US automaker – 
hence his chosen specialty.

He recalls getting a visit 
once from the head of a Chev-
rolet workshop in miami, ac-
companied by the manager 
of an auto parts factory in Tai-
wan who got “goose bumps 
– he could not believe these 
rustic machines could pro-
duce such quality parts.”

manso has taken on a 32-
year-old apprentice, Lemaydi 
madrigal.

Shaping a piece of metal 
for a part, she said she knew 
“almost nothing about cars” 
at first.

“What I like most [to make] 
are the floors of the luggage 
compartments: they are big, 
they are complicated but I 
like them!” she said. AFP

Cuba’s ‘Chevy doctor’  
breathes new life into 
classic cars from 1955

Panel beater Pedro Manso checks a Chevrolet BelAir 55 car rebuilt by him in his workshop in the town of 
Placetas, Villa Clara province, central Cuba, last month. AFP

In Cuba, American cars older than the average inhabitant are a common sight on city streets. AFP
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a
C mILaN pushed 
Juventus out of the 
Serie a top four with 
a 3-0 win in Turin on 

Sunday which increases their 
hopes of Champions League 
football for the first time since 
2014.

Brahim Diaz put milan 
ahead just before the break 
with anton Rebic and Fikayo 
Tomori adding two more in 
the second half after Franck 
Kessie had missed a penalty.

milan move up to third, 
equal on 72 points with sec-
ond-placed atalanta, with 
Napoli a further two points 
behind in fourth and the final 
Champions League berth.

Juventus are now fifth, one 
point behind the top four with 
three games left to play, in-
cluding this weekend’s clash 
with newly-crowned champi-
ons Inter milan.

“We had a great game, a vic-
tory over a direct rival at this 
moment in the championship 
is very important,” said milan 
coach Stefano Pioli whose side 
lost 3-1 to Juve in the San Siro 
in January.

“We still have to fight. But I 
have a very young team, that 
is maturing as this evening 
proved.” 

The breakthrough came 
just before half time with Diaz 
scoring on the rebound after 
Juventus goalkeeper Wojciech 
Szczesny cleared a Hakan Cal-
hanoglu free-kick.

milan should have gone two 
up just before the hour when 
Giorgio Chiellini was judged 
to have handled the ball, but 
Szczensy denied Kessie’s weak 
penalty.

milan’s star striker Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic came off with a 
left knee injury after 65 min-
utes with Diaz also replaced 
five minutes later.

“He wasn’t at his best, but 
he didn’t want to miss the 
match,” said Pioli of the 39-
year-old Swede. 

“He has a sore knee, but I 
don’t think it’s something 
serious.”

Rebic doubled milan’s lead 
with a fantastic strike with 12 
minutes to go and Tomori put 
the cherry on the cake when 
he headed home the third 
minutes later.

Juventus coach andrea Pirlo 
was at a loss to explain what 
went wrong with star striker 
Cristiano Ronaldo failing to 
add to his Serie a-leading 27 
league goals.

“We got into the game pretty 
well and then little by little 
we fell apart . . . It’s hard to ex-
plain,” said Pirlo. 

“When you lose 3-0 in such 
an important game, it means 
that there are a lot of things 
that did not work.”

Pirlo ruled out resigning, in-
sisting: “No I won’t step aside. I 
undertook this work with a lot 
of enthusiasm, with difficul-
ties, but my work continues. 

“I think I can do better. 

There are three games left and 
I will continue to do my job as 
long as I can.”

Atalanta second
Earlier atalanta brushed 

aside relegated Parma 5-2 to 
move back into second.

Gian Piero Gasperini’s side 
are closing in on a third con-
secutive season of Champions 
League football.

“There’s still two weeks to 
go and a lot can happen,” said 
Gasperini.

atalanta have the top at-
tack in Serie a ahead of new-
ly-crowned champions Inter 
milan which they added to 
in Parma with Ruslan mal-
inovskyi grabbing the first af-
ter 12 minutes.

Luis muriel and matteo Pes-
sina came on after the break 
and the Colombian set up the 
Italian for the second six min-
utes later.

muriel then struck twice 
within 10 minutes in the final 

quarter of an hour to bring 
his tally to 21 goals this cam-
paign.

aleksei miranchuk grabbed 
a fifth in injury time after Juan 
Brunetta and Simon Sohm 
had pulled two goals back late 
for Parma.

Sassuolo kept their Europa 
League hopes alive with a 2-1 
win over Genoa.

Roberto De Zerbi’s side are 
eighth, two points behind 
Roma, who crushed relegated 
Crotone 5-0 to end their four-
match winless league run, 
days after their Europa League 
exit to manchester United.

Borja mayoral and Lorenzo 
Pellegrini both scored twice 
with Henrikh mkhitaryan get-
ting his first goal in over three 
months.

Cagliari won the battle with 
relegation rivals Benevento 
3-1, to move four points clear 
of the drop zone, equal on 
points with Torino who held 
Hellas Verona 1-1. AFP

FoUR-time major winner Rory 
mcIlroy celebrated his first vic-
tory in 18 months on Sunday, 
then revealed a neck injury 
nearly prevented him from tee-
ing it up at Quail Hollow.

“I didn’t even think I was 
going to tee off in this tourna-
ment on Wednesday night,” 
said the Northern Ireland star, 
who came into the week ranked 
15th in the world.

“If I had had a morning tee 
time on Thursday, I probably 
would have pulled out because 
I hurt my neck on Wednesday 
afternoon and couldn’t make a 
backswing.”

mcIlroy, who won his first US 
PGa Tour title at Quail Hollow 
in 2010 and added another 
there at 2015, shot an unpre-
possessing one-over 72 on 
Thursday and was outside the 
projected cut line after the first 
round.

But he followed up with a 
five-under 66 to put himself in 
the hunt and shot back-to-back 
68s on the weekend to win the 
Wells Fargo Championship by 
one stroke over mexico’s abra-
ham ancer.

“This place has been good to 
me,” mcIlroy said. “Ever since I 
first set eyes on this golf course, 
I loved it from the first time I 
played it, and that love has sort 
of been reciprocated back.”

adding to the emotion was 
the buzz provided by crowds as 
close to pre-pandemic levels as 

the US tour has seen.
mcIlroy acknowledged dur-

ing the tournament that he had 
missed the energy provided by 
fans more than he realized he 
would.

“I’m certainly glad that the 
crowds were back and I’m glad 
that I was able to get the job 
done in an atmosphere like 
that today,” he said.

“and I’m excited going forward 
now that we get to play in front 
of crowds like that. It was just an 
awesome experience to feel that 
again over the weekend.”

But it still wasn’t easy to get 
over the line for the first time 
since winning the WGC HSBC 
Champions at Shanghai in 
November of 2019.

He arrived at 18 with a two-
shot lead, took a penalty after 
driving into rough near a water 
hazard and closed with a bogey 
for the win.

He said the emotion was a 
combination of relief and sat-
isfaction.

“It’s such a funny week, 
knowing that my game was 
pretty good coming in here and 
then have my neck completely 
lock up on me on the range on 
Wednesday afternoon, not 
even thinking I was going to 
play on Thursday, and then I’m 
sitting here on Sunday night 
with a trophy.

“Just glad that I got through 
it and played some really good 
golf over the weekend.” AFP

LEWIS Hamilton claimed his 
fifth successive Spanish Grand 
Prix on Sunday ahead of Red 
Bull’s max Verstappen after a 
mercedes pit-stop master-
stroke.

Hamilton moved on to 98 
career wins after a surprise sec-
ond change of tyres hood-
winked Red Bull to lift him 14 
points clear of Verstappen in 
the drivers’ standings.

“It was a really great strategy 
by the team. What a day!” 
beamed Hamilton, who was 
quick to acknowledge the smat-
tering of fans allowed in to 
watch, a rare occurence in the 
time of coronavirus.

“It is great to see. I saw a Brit-
ish flag out there which I haven’t 
seen for a long, long time. I feel 
great after this. I feel like I could 
go again.”

Hamilton had set off from 
pole for the 100th time but was 
beaten to the first corner by 
Verstappen, with Charles 
Leclerc for Ferrari dishing out 
the same treatment on Valtteri 
Bottas on turn two.

on lap eight yuki Tsunoda’s 
Sunday drive in Catalonia suf-
fered a premature end when 
his alphaTauri came to a grind-
ing halt.

“Engine stop” the Japanese 
rookie lamented as the safety 
car emerged briefly to remove 
the immobile obstacle.

Verstappen held off Hamil-
ton comfortably on the restart 
on lap 11, with Leclerc con-
tinuing to split the two mer-
cedes.

With a third of the race com-
pleted the first round of pit 
stops began, with all eyes on 
which of the front two with less 
than a second between them 
would blink first.

Verstappen it was who came 
in on lap 25, but the pit stop 

was slow by a couple of seconds 
in another minor but poten-
tially critical error by the Red 
Bull title pretenders.

‘Sitting duck’
The mercedes pit wall pulled 

Hamilton in for a lightning stop 
a few laps later as they pinned 
their hopes on fresher medium 
tyres making the difference 
towards the finish.

at the midway point Hamilton 
set the fastest lap to go less than 
two and a half seconds behind 
his Dutch rival. The gap was less 
than a second shortly after.

on lap 43 mercedes played 
their ace card.

Hamilton, half a second off 
the lead, came into the pits for 
a second new set of mediums.

He reemerged with under 
23sec to make up on Verstappen, 
who with tyre wear was in dan-
ger of becoming what he would 
describe afterwards as “a sitting 
duck” for the man in pursuit of 
a record eighth drivers’ title.

Hamilton asked his pit wall: 
“How far have I got to catch 
up?”

“Currently 22 seconds... we’ve 
done it before...” came back the 
reply.

There was a note of despera-
tion on Red Bull’s radio with 
Verstappen suggesting “I don’t 
know how we are going to make 
it to the end”.

Hamilton moved into second 
but there was no hint of team 
orders with Bottas forcing his 
teammate into full overtaking 
mode.

Ten laps to go and Hamilton 
had only three seconds to make 
up on Verstappen and on lap 60 
he did it, surging past the Dutch-
man on turn one - Toto Wolff, 
his team boss, punching the air 
with delight as their master-
stroke paid off.

Hamilton said he was in two 
minds as to whether to obey the 
order to come in.

“I was about to get a shot to 
get past him as I pitted. I was 

really conflicted - ‘do I come in 
or ignore the call?’. 

“I did what the team asked 
because there is a great trust 
between us. Remarkable job by 
everyone in this team. What a 
day.”

Red Bull boss Christian 
Horner was magnanimous in 
defeat, saying: “In fairness, hats 
off to mercedes and Lewis.”

Verstappen said: “We’re not 
where we want to be and we still 
need to push hard and catch up 
because at the moment we are 
a little bit slower. But compared 
to last year, it has been a jump 
for us.”

Bottas took third in the sec-
ond mercedes with Leclerc’s 
Ferrari in fourth and Sergio 
Perez in the second Red Bull 
completing the top five.

Formula one takes a breather 
this weekend before returning 
for the monaco Grand Prix with 
Hamilton possibly having a tilt 
at his century of wins in azerba-
ijan at the start of June. AFP

milan knock Juventus out of 
top four with thumping win

Rory McIlroy of Northern Ireland reacts during the DP World Tour 
Championship at Jumeirah Golf Estates in Dubai in 2019. AFP

Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton crosses the finish line after 
winning the Spanish Formula One Grand Prix race at the Circuit de 
Catalunya on May 9. AFP

Wells Fargo winner mcIlroy 
reveals injury scare nearly 
scuppered Quail Hollow bid

mercedes masterstroke helps Hamilton deny Verstappen

AC Milan’s Swedish forward Zlatan Ibrahimovic (centre) and Juventus’ Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo 
(right) eye the ball during the Italian Serie A football match on May 9. AFP
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E
dEn Hazard’s 94th-minute 
equaliser salvaged Real ma-
drid a dramatic 2-2 draw 
against Sevilla on Sunday 

as an extraordinary penalty deci-
sion swung La Liga’s title race back in 
atletico madrid’s favour. 

Zinedine Zidane’s side had levelled 
through marco asensio midway 
through the second half and thought 
they had a penalty when Karim Ben-
zema was brought down after round-
ing Sevilla goalkeeper yassine Bono. 

But VaR prompted referee Juan 
martinez munuera to check an Eder 
militao handball a few seconds be-
fore, with a huge decision seeing ma-
drid’s penalty cancelled and a spot-
kick awarded to Sevilla instead.

Ivan Rakitic converted and while 
madrid still managed to hit back in 
injury time, Toni Kroos’ shot deflect-
ing in off Eden Hazard’s foot, the draw 
hands the advantage back to atletico 
at the end of another dramatic week-
end in the Spanish title race.

“They have to explain the exact 
rules of the hands to me,” said Zi-
dane afterwards. “But now we have 
to think about the next game. It is not 
up to us now, but we will fight to the 
end, to the death.”

after Barcelona and atletico played 
out a goalless draw on Saturday at 
Camp nou, the second instalment 
of La Liga’s blockbuster weekend 
also finished honours even, meaning 
the situation at the top is unchanged 
with three games now remaining. 

atletico are two points clear of both 
Real madrid and Barcelona, with the 
title very much back in their hands.

a Sevilla victory might have given 
them an outside chance but instead 
they remain six points back and are 
surely out of the running. 

“We’re disappointed but we are 
not going to give up,” said Sevilla 

coach Julen Lopetegui. “We are go-
ing to try to keep this dream going a 
little longer.”

With a superior head-to-head re-
cord over Barcelona, Real madrid 
scraping a draw could also yet prove 
decisive, given they only have to over-
take one team now instead of two. 

“It’s a shame but we’re alive,” said 
Luka modric. “We have seen that 
everyone is dropping points so you 
have to have faith.” 

Hazard had to come off the Real 

bench after his controversial reaction 
to the Champions League defeat by 
Chelsea and while the equaliser was 
eventually credited to him, there was 
hardly a sense of redemption given 
how little the Belgian knew about it.

Sevilla had 75 per cent of the ball in 
the first 10 minutes but it felt like more, 
with madrid chasing shadows and in-
capable of escaping their own half. 

They scored with their first attack, 
Benzema rising above Jules Kounde 
to head in, only for the goal to be 

chalked off, with alvaro Odriozola 
offside in the build-up. 

madrid looked jaded, the usu-
ally reliable modric guilty of sloppy 
passes while Kroos and Casemiro 
struggled to affect the game. 

Sevilla took the lead in the 22nd 
minute and it was brilliantly 
worked, a short free-kick down 
the right improving the angle be-
fore Rakitic’s cool header down 
gave Fernando Reges the chance. 
He dummied past the diving 

Casemiro before slotting in. 

Asensio’s rapid response
madrid emerged early after half-

time. Vinicius Junior poked onto 
the outside of the post after a clever 
short corner before modric departed 
for asensio, who scored 65 seconds 
after coming on. 

Sevilla’s Joan Jordan was caught in 
midfield and Benzema sped away. 
asensio looked like he had overrun 
the ball but it was returned to him 
by Kroos and he swept first time into 
the net. 

madrid had the momentum and 
they thought they had a penalty be-
fore the pendulum swung one way 
and then the other in a matter of 
seconds. 

Sevilla’s corner was cleared and 
Benzema was sent through one-
on-one, rounding Bono and going 
down for what looked an obvious 
spot-kick. 

Instead, martinez was prompted 
to look at the monitor, where he saw 
militao had dangled an arm onto 
the ball before Sevilla’s corner was 
cleared. 

Both benches made their feelings 
clear while the voices from the stand 
in front of martinez, most of them 
belonging to madrid, insisted the 
ball had struck militao’s back. 

But martinez cancelled madrid’s 
penalty and awarded one to Sevilla 
instead, with Rakitic stepping up and 
slotting into the corner. 

Hazard came on and the drama 
was not yet finished. Kroos ghosted 
forward in the 94th minute and fired 
off a shot that deflected off the Haz-
ard’s foot and in. 

madrid still had two minutes to 
find a winner and they almost got 
it, Casemiro’s effort curling agonis-
ingly wide. AFP

aLExandER Zverev recovered from 
a set down to defeat matteo Berrettini 
6-7 (8/10), 6-4, 6-3 and win the madrid 
Open for a second time Sunday as he 
clinched a fourth masters 1000 title.

The German fifth seed recorded his 
third consecutive top-10 victory this 
past week, having eliminated five-time 
madrid champion Rafael nadal and 
dominic Thiem to reach the final.

Zverev, last year’s US Open runner-
up, added to his 2018 madrid triumph 
as he denied Berrettini successive 
titles following the Italian’s win in Bel-
grade last month.

“It is great [to win this title], espe-
cially after losing my last three finals 
I played at masters 1000 events,” Zver-
ev said.

“This is definitely special and I just 
want to enjoy this one.”

Zverev was full of praise for his Ital-
ian rival.

“matteo was an extremely difficult 
opponent, because I had not faced 
anyone who serves at 235 km/h, who 
dominates the ball like him. 

“against Rafa [nadal] and dominic 
[Thiem], the matches were different, 
although they are obviously excellent 
clay players, perhaps the two best at 
the moment. 

“against matteo, it was extremely 
difficult to just put the ball back in the 
court.”

Zverev is targeting a second Rome 
title at the Foro Italico this week. 

He captured his first masters there 

in 2017 before also winning in mon-
treal later that year.

“Rome is also an event I like and 
enjoy, so I hope I can perform in the 
same way as I did here and we will see 
how it goes there. I feel awesome,” said 
Zverev.

after Rome, the German star will 
target a maiden Grand Slam title at 
Roland Garros. However, he has yet 
to get beyond the quarter-finals in 
Paris.

“To play well at Roland Garros, you 
have to play well during the season on 
clay. In that sense, it’s [Sunday’s win] 
important to me,” said Zverev.

Berrettini, making his madrid main 
draw debut last week, was attempting 
to become this year’s third first-time 
masters champion after Hubert 
Hurkacz (miami) and Stefanos Tsitsi-
pas (monte Carlo).

‘Great fight’
“I think we had a great fight. It’s 

tough, this sport is crazy. It’s a real-
ly good moment of my career but at 
the same time it’s not that great 

because I lost,” said Berrettini.
World no 10 Berrettini landed the 

first blow as he broke Zverev to move 
4-3 ahead in the opening set at the 
Caja magica, only to drop his service 
the very next game.

The Italian raced into a 5-0 lead in 
the tie-break but Zverev clawed it back 
to 5-4 before two set points slipped 
beyond the grasp of Berrettini.

Zverev failed to take a set point of 
his own at 7-6 and then saved a third, 
but a double fault at 8-8 handed Ber-
rettini another opportunity that this 
time he did not let go to waste.

It was the first set lost by Zverev, 
whose last clay-court title had come 
in Geneva in 2019.

Zverev secured the only break of the 
second set in game nine, when Ber-
rettini double faulted, to send the 
match into a decider.

The German then broke to move 3-2 
ahead in the final set and closed out 
victory after two hours and 40 minutes 
with another break, earning his second 
title of the season after taking home the 
acapulco crown in march. AFP

Germany’s Alexander Zverev holds the winner’s trophy after beating Italy’s Matteo 
Berrettini during their 2021 ATP Tour Madrid Open tennis tournament singles final 
match on May 9. AFP

Real Madrid’s French forward Karim Benzema (centre) and Real Madrid’s Spanish defender Nacho Fernandez (right) jump for the 
ball with Sevilla’s French defender Jules Kounde (left) during the Spanish League football match on May 9. AFP

Zverev clinches madrid title for Roland Garros boost

Real madrid strike late but title 
hope hit by dramatic Sevilla draw
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