
Niem Chheng

P
rime minister Hun Sen and his wife 
Bun rany received the second dose of 
Covid-19 vaccine on the morning of 
April 20 ahead of his visit to the ASeAN 

summit in the indonesian capital Jakarta.
in his Facebook post, Hun Sen said he was 

scheduled to attend the ASeAN summit on April 
24 and therefore needed to take the second shot 
early. The vaccination was administered at his 
residence in Kandal province’s Takmao town.

He said he and his wife were vaccinated with 
AstraZeneca, marketed as COViSHieLD, while his 
youngest daughter was vaccinated with Sinovac.

“i still get the jab on my left arm to keep my 
right arm ready for [heavy] workload. What 
i am concerned about is that whether i will 
be sleepy like after i got my first dose. if i am 
sleepy, documents will be piling up on my desk 
and i will not be able to do exercise,” he said.

The prime minister is set to leave for the April 
24 ASeAN summit in Jakarta, this time in a visit 
without the traditional escort of senior officials 
as the Kingdom observes strict Covid-19 mea-
sures including social distancing and lockdown 
amid the ongoing community outbreak.

in an audio message addressed to deputy 
prime ministers, senior ministers and minis-
ters on April 20, Hun Sen said if they saw him 
off at the airport, they would have to undergo a 
mandatory 14-day quarantine.

“i go in the morning and i may return at around 
9pm. When i arrive, there will be no press conference 
by [minister] Kao Kim Huon like before, but i will 
have to have my sample taken for Covid-19 testing.

The prime minister also told reporters and event 
organisers to stay away from his delegation upon 
his return to avoid quarantine requirement.

ASeAN leaders are set to meet in the indo-
nesian capital in a summit widely expected to 
discuss the ongoing myanmar crisis, according 
to the Jakarta Post.
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Pm: World needs global governance, multilateralism
Niem Chheng

Prime minister Hun Sen said the 
world is in need of a global gover-
nance system that supports multi-
lateralism and respects international 
law and the sovereignty of each 
country, no matter its size or breadth 
of resources, with the UN as the cen-
tral coordinating entity.

Hun Sen made the remark on April 
20 in a pre-recorded video presenta-
tion at the four-day Boao Forum for 

Asia Annual Conference 2021 held 
virtually under the theme “A World 
in Change: Join Hands to Strength-
en Global Governance and Advance 
Belt and road Cooperation”.

He said the geopolitical contest 
between established superpowers 
and rising nations presents many 
challenges to the world, and Cam-
bodia recognises the important role 
of multilateralism in solving them.

each country should adhere to 
multilateralism and play a flexible, 

constructive and responsible role, 
the prime minister said.

“my country, as the host of the 
13th Asia-europe meeting [ASem13] 
chose the theme ‘Strengthening 
multilateralism for Shared Growth’ 
to show our determination in pro-
moting Asia-europe partnership to 
meet our bilateral interests.

“This is also to promote global gov-
ernance to strengthen multilateralism, 
combat climate change, and for post-
Covid-19 recovery,” Hun Sen said.

The Boao Forum for Asia is non-
profit organisation initiated by many 
Asian and Australasian countries to 
host high-level forums for leaders 
in government, business and aca-
demia on pressing issues.

With Covid-19 threatening global 
public health, Hun Sen placed high 
value on China’s determination to 
adapt the Belt and road initiative to 
a pandemic-era world through the 
‘Health Silk road’ concept.

He appreciated China as a global 

leader in providing medicine, medi-
cal equipment and Covid-19 vac-
cines to other countries in a timely 
manner.

“On behalf of the Cambodian 
people, i would like to profoundly 
thank the government of China and 
the Chinese people for providing 
Cambodia with medicine, medical 
equipment and 2.8 million doses 
of Covid-19 vaccines, including 1.3 
million on a humanitarian basis,” 
he said.

prime Minister Hun sen receives the second dose of Covid-19 vaccine on the morning of april 20. SPM
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preah Sihanouk province gets Covid-19 testing machine
Voun Dara

CaMBODiaN and Chinese officials on 
april 19 held a virtual handover ceremo-
ny of a set of Covid-19 testing machine 
donated by China’s Yunnan province for 
use in preah Sihanouk and the provinces 
in its vicinity.

The video conference was held in the 
presence of Minister of Health Mam Bun 
Heng, preah Sihanouk governor Kuoch 
Chamroeun and Chinese ambassador 

Wang Wentian, among others.
Bun Heng said: “The Cambodia-China 

friendship has reached comprehensive 
strategic level. Grants in various from 
China have been provided to the health 
ministry to strengthen and expand the 
capacity of Cambodia’s health sector.”

He said in an effort to fight covid-19, 
china had provided Cambodia with 
many equipment worth approximately 
$10 million and 3.3 million doses of 
Covid-19 vaccines, 1.3 million  of which 

were provided as donations
preah Sihanouk governor Chamroeun 

said a 458sqm laboratory facility worth 
$279,000 had been completely con-
structed to house the Covid-19 testing 
machine, known as Nucleic acid Testing 
laboratory.

With the China-donated machine, 
he said samples collected in preah Si-
hanouk and neighbouring provinces for 
Covid-19 testing would no longer need 
to be sent to phnom penh.

Gamblers sent to
court for violation 
Covid-19 measure
Lay Samean

pOliCE on april 20 sent 13 peo-
ple to Battambang provincial 
Court after they were arrested for 
gathering to gamble on rainfall 
in violation of the government’s 
Covid-19 preventive measures.

provincial traffic police chief 
Sat Kimsan told The post on april 
20 that a joint force raided the 
gathering place behind phou puy 
Supermarket the previous day.

He said the 13, including one 
woman, were sent to court on 
the morning of april 20 for fur-
ther legal procedures. 

“They will be punished in 
accordance with the law,” he 

said.
provincial court spokesman 

phan ratana said the suspects 
were being questioned.

“We will examine the case 
further upon questioning,” he said.

Battambang is among the 
provinces hit by the ongoing 
Covid-19 community outbreak. 
in an effort to curb the spread 
of the virus, provincial governor 
Nguon ratanak on april 18 tem-
porarily shut eight markets in 
Battambang town and two mar-
kets in Thma Koul district.

Gathering is banned in the 
province except among house-
hold members residing in the 
same home.

Post Staff

THE Ministry of Health on april 
20 reported four new deaths 
from Covid-19 and another 431 
infections, all but two of which 
were linked to the February 20 
community outbreak.

The latest deceased patients are 
all Cambodians aged 40 to 72.

The two imported cases are 
an indonesian man who arrived 
from india via South Korea on 
april 18 and a Chinese woman 
who arrived on april 6.

Of the 429 cluster cases, one 
is a Vietnamese national and the 
rest are Cambodians including 

two children aged 6 to 8. 
phnom penh recorded the 

most cases at 271, followed by 
preah Sihanouk at 133; Kandal 
at 10; four each in Kampong 
Cham and Takeo; two in prey 
Veng; and one each in Tbong 
Khmum, Svay rieng, Kampong 
Chhnang, Kampong Thom 
and Kampot.

The ministry also reported 31 
recoveries linked to the Febru-
ary 20 outbreak.

as of april 20, Cambodia had 
recorded a total of 7,444 Covid-
19 cases with 4,835 receiving 
ongoing treatment and 49 con-
firmed fatalities.

Cambodia logs 49th Covid-
19 fatality, 429 new infec-
tions in Feb 20 outbreak

Mom Kunthear

T
HE South Korean gov-
ernment has provided 
further assistance 
worth $350,000 to help 

the Cambodian Ministry of 
Health in the ongoing fight 
against Covid-19.

according to a press release 
on april 19, the donation is 
made through the Korea inter-
national Cooperation agency 
(KOiCa). 

The items include 18,750 test 
kits of rNa Extraction Kits; 
14,400 kits of SD Biosensor; 
42,000 swabs for specimen col-
lection; and other accessories 
for pCr testing machine.

These items will be used in the 
National laboratory under the 
National institute of public Health 
to detect the coronavirus.

KOiCa said: “This is not the 
first donation as KOiCa has 
been contributing various 
kinds of supports since the 
beginning of the Covid-19 pan-
demic in Cambodia, with 8,640 
kits of SD Biosensor donated 
last year.”

KOiCa also provided further 
support through through its 
Covid-19 response initiative 
such as 100,000 pieces of surgi-

cal masks, 4,500 pieces of N95 
masks and 2,000 units of hand 
sanitisers for medical staff to 
the National pediatric Hospital 
and Khmer-Soviet Friendship 
Hospital.

KOiCa has also provided 
support for the vulnerable 
population with food stuff  and 

essential first aid kits in six tar-
get areas including phnom 
penh and the provinces of 
Kampong Speu, Kratie, Oddar 
Meanchey, Battambang and 
Siem reap. 

KOiCa has also worked in 
cooperation with the interna-
tional Organisation for Migra-

tion (iOM) on the “Strengthen 
Covid-19 response to return-
ing Migrants in Cambodia at 
point of Entry (pOE) and Quar-
antine Center (QC)” initiative 
with a focus on five provinces 
including Battambang, Banteay 
Meanchey, Oddar Meanchey, 
Siem reap, and prey Veng.

Content image - Phnom Penh Post A woman has her sample taken for 
Covid-19 testing in Phnom Penh. TYDA Page

Police on April 20 arrested 13 people for gathering to gamble on 
rainfall in violation of the government's Covid-19 preventive measures. 
Police

South Korea offers further 
assistance in Covid-19 battle

Health workers register Doeurm Kor market vendors to have their samples taken for Covid-19 testing on 
April 17. TYDA Page

Illustration of design for Covid-19 laboratory testing centre in Sihanoukville. Chinese Embassy



Eleven arrested 
for breaking 
inter-provincial 
travel ban

KAMPOT province’s Chhouk 
district police arrested 11 
Chinese men for attempt-

ing to travel from Preah Sihanouk 
province to Phnom Penh without 
permission, breaking a govern-
ment ban on inter-provincial 
travel amid the ongoing Covid-19 
outbreak.

Provincial police chief Mao 
Chanmathurith told The Post that 
on the morning of April 20, Chhouk 
district police spotted a truck on 
National Road 4 travelling from 
Sihanouk province to the capital.

The truck had Phnom Penh 
license plates, raising the police’s 
suspicion.

The truck was passing through 
the district’s Trameng commune, 
where police stopped the vehicle 
and found the hidden men.

“Chhouk district police told the 
truck driver to stop but he refused. 
So, police chased [the truck] until 
Trameng commune’s Ang Khlai vil-
lage. The driver then agreed to stop, 
but escaped,” said Chanmathurith.

“The 11 men ran out of the truck 
when it stopped. But we managed 
to arrest them all. They had hidden 
in the truck and used goods as a 
cover,” he said.

Chanmathurith said authorities 
were searching to arrest the driver.

District police are questioning the 
11 suspects before proceeding with 
the case.

On April 6, the government 
imposed a temporary ban on inter-
provincial travel to prevent the 
spread of Covid-19. Lay Samean

Police in Phnom Penh’s chroy 
changvar district are building a 
legal case against a military offic-
er after he deliberately rammed 
into a lockdown barricade.

According to a Facebook post 
by municipal police chief Sar 
Thet, the 31-year-old officer, 
Khieu chansopheaktra, 
crashed his motorbike into the 
barricade at the Taprom round-
about on the morning of April 
20. The post said chansopheak-
tra, a resident of the capital’s 
Tuol Kork district, also insulted 
and assaulted the authorities.

“Police are preparing to send 
him to court after bringing 
him in for questioning at the 
district police,” it said.

Municipal police spokesman 
San Sokseyha said a video of the 
incident had gone viral on Face-
book, showing a scuffle break-
ing out between the police and 
chansopheaktra during his 
arrest. He swung his crash hel-
met and struck a police officer 
with it, leaving him bleeding 
from a cut on his forehead.

“obviously, our police arrested 
him so that he will not cause fur-
ther problems. At present, the 
chroy changvar district police 
chief is questioning him and will 
send him to court,” he said.

Sokseyha said he could not 
immediately confirm whether 
chansopheaktra was suffering 
from mental illness.

But some local media outlets 
have quoted letters from cal-
mette Hospital and the cambo-
dia-china Friendship Preah Kos-
samak Hospital as saying that 
the officer suffered from psycho-
logical problems and that he is 
required to take daily medication.

in 2016, chansopheaktra’s 
life took a tragic turn when his 
car overturned on National 
Road 48 in Koh Kong province. 
Two of the man’s family mem-
bers were killed in the accident 
as well as an unborn child, as 
one of them was pregnant. 
After the accident, Sopheaktra 
then divorced his wife and his 
mental condition apparently 
continued to deteriorate.

Police in Phnom Penh’s Chroy Changvar district are building a legal case against a military officer after he 
deliberately rammed into a lockdown barricade. Police

Japanese firm chosen for 
sewage project in capital
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Niem Chheng

P
RiMe Minister Hun 
Sen has decided to 
cease the provision of 
300,000 riel payments 

to residents in the locked 
down areas and has decided 
instead to increase available 
food assistance such as rice, 
canned fish, noodles and soy 
sauce. 

“Today, some people com-
plained to the authorities 
who provide food assistance 
to them. i beg your under-
standing about the govern-
ment’s current hardship. 
We cannot provide 300,000 
riel for a family or person 
in these locked down areas 
anymore.

He clarified that the 
300,000 riel can now only be 
given to people in quaran-
tine at some locations, but 
not across the whole country 
during lockdown.

“300,000 riel is not much 
for you as an individual. But 
it is a lot of money if the gov-
ernment has to provide it to 
every person in Phnom Penh 
because everyone is now un-
der quarantine and in lock-
down,” he said. 

He said he had been told 
that some people had rejected 
the food assistance and de-
manded the money instead. 

He noted that the food as-
sistance they’ve turned down 
should be given to other 
people who need it.

“if we were just providing 
cash to 10,000 or 20,000 fam-
ilies, that isn’t hard. But now 

we have hundreds of thou-
sands of families who would 
qualify for the payments. if 
everybody gets paid then the 
state will be facing financial 
difficulties,” Hun Sen said. 

He said 10,000 families had 

now received their food as-
sistance and that in the next 
three days the government 
would distribute food aid to 
another 400,000 families to 
help them get by.

Hun Sen also told Kandal’s 

provincial governor and the 
city’s governor to take care 
of the people at the pagodas 
because during the lock-
down there would be no one 
available to offer alms to the 
monks.  

officer set to face court for 
breaking lockdown barricade

Orm Bunthoeurn

cAMBoDiAN ambassador  to 
Japan Ung Rachana signed a 
contract on April 20 for the 
construction of a sewage 
development project in Phnom 
Penh with Japanese private 
company Kubota Metawater 
Joint Venture in Tokyo, Japan.

Rachana provided his signa-
ture on behalf of the Phnom 
Penh Municipal Department of 

Public Works and Transport.
Municipal public works 

department director Sam Pis-
eth said an auction was held 
for the contract to develop the 
wastewater systems in Phnom 
Penh since it is a grant project. 
Kubota Metawater was the 
winner with the lowest bid.

“Kubota Metawater Joint 
Venture has won the bid for 
the construction of the water 
treatment plant at choeung 

ek with a capacity of 5,000 
cubic metres per day,” Piseth 
said.

Phnom Penh municipal 
governor Khuong Sreng had 
earlier said the development 
area in the south of Phnom 
Penh covers 520ha of land, of 
which 181ha consists of state 
land that will be used as res-
ervoirs, sites for water treat-
ment plants and other infra-
structure.

covid lockdown relief shifts 
from cash to groceries: PM

PPhnom Penh municipal governor Khuong Sreng distributes food aid to another families to help them get by on April 20. Phnom Penh 
municiPaL adminiStration

Cambodian ambassador to Japan Ung Rachana signed a contract on April 20 for the construction of a sewage 
development project in Phnom Penh with Japanese private company Kubota Metawater Joint Venture in 
Tokyo, Japan. information miniStry
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Nearly 30 markets 
across Kingdom 
shut amid Covid
Mom Kunthear

i
N order to stop the spread of 
Covid-19, nearly 30 markets across 
phnom penh and four provinces 
have been shut down temporar-

ily following occurrences of infectious 
outbreaks of the virus directly linked to 
those market locations. 

preah Sihanouk provincial hall 
spokesman Kheang phearom told The 
post on april 20 that the province had 
shut down two markets –  the phsar 
leur Market Sihanoukville and  the 
Sihanoukville Trade Centre. Both are 
currently scheduled for a closure of 14 
days from april 20 to May 3.

“We already shut down the two 
markets and we are taking testing 
samples from the vendors there. 
i have yet to receive a final figure 
of people who were infected at the 
markets. We only have the total 
figure of 445 people infected with 
Covid-19 in the entire province,” 
he said.

preah Sihanouk governor Kuoch 
Chamroeun on april 20 also sent an 
emergency message to civil servants 
and members of the armed forces to 
spread the word about the Covid-19 
outbreak and the necessity of a stay-
at-home lockdown and they have 
been asked to instruct their family 
members to set an example for oth-
ers to follow by staying at home.

“Civil servants and members of 
the armed forces have to set an ex-

ample for others to follow by staying 
at home for some time until we cut 
off the chain of this transmission. 
Today, we see that a lot of family 
members have become infected,” 
he said.

Chamroeun added that if they 
set an example for others to follow, 
the transmission will be cut off and 
the Sihanoukville situation can be 
brought under control.

as of april 20, in phnom penh 
there have been 12 markets shut 
down for a minimum 14 day pe-
riod.  The shuttered markets in-
cluded Orussey Market, Sangkat 
phsar Chas, Doeurm Kor Market, 
Neak Meas Market, Boeung Trabek 
plaza, Tuol Sangke Market, Kan-
dal Market, pochentong Market, 
Trapang Tloeung Market, psar Ek-
reach i, Toul  pongro Market and 
Century plaza Market.

phnom penh municipal governor 
Khuong Sreng said on april 19 that 
vendors and security guards and 
others at each of the closed mar-
kets had tested positive for Covid-
19 and the concentration of groups 
of people in confined areas like the 
narrow hallways and cramped stalls 
in the traditional markets presented 
a huge problem.

Battambang provincial governor 
Nguon ratanak announced the sus-
pension of 10 markets which would 
continue to allow activity in some of 
the exterior portions of their grounds.

ratanak said that the suspend-
ed markets include Battambang 
Central Market (psa Natt), Boeung 
Chhouk Market, 13 Makara Mar-
ket, apsara Market (leu Market), 
Theater Market, Wat leap Market, 
pothivong Market, phu pui Shop-
ping Mall, Thmar Koul Market and 
Chrey Market.

“Some of the goods that are al-
lowed to be sold are vegetables, fish, 
meat and any food that is a daily ne-
cessity, but vendors and customers 
must implement health measures 
and maintain social distance while  

wearing masks and washing their 
hands,” rattanak said.

For Kampong Speu, the only mar-
ket that has been suspended is Kan-
hcheng Market, according to pro-
vincial governor Vei Samnang.

Samnang told The post on Tues-
day that: “in Kampong Speu, there is 
only one place, Kanhcheng Market, 
in the provincial town. it is because 
a Covid-19 positive patient had en-
tered the market. That’s why we de-
cided to close it.”

as of april 19, Covid-19 cases re-
lated to Orussey Market totalled to 

419 infections along with 213 for phsar 
Deum Kor Market, 90 for Neak Mas 
Market, 14 for Boeung Trabek plaza 
Market and 48 for Kandal Market, with 
most of the infected persons being 
vendors working at those locations.

“Our officials rode motorcycles 
and in cars spreading the word on 
speakers around the province ev-
ery day twice a day in the morning 
and afternoon so that our citizens 
protect themselves against it prop-
erly, especially the three protec-
tions and three don’ts,” Samnang 
continued.

The Phnom Penh municipality decided to temporarily close the Doeurm Kor Market for 14 days from April 18 to May 1. Hong Menea
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Families to remove 
structures around 
poipet town railway

police plan crackdown 
on all lockdown loiterers

Om Bunthoeurn

Forty-three families voluntarily demolished 
illegal structures between a railway and Nation-
al road 5 in poipet town’ phsar Kandal com-
mune after agreeing to resettle in Boeung Chun-
gruk techo Win Win new development area in 
Banteay Meanchey province.

town governor Keat Hol said the families have 
illegally resided in the area, so were granted the 
land concessions by the government. town 
authorities helped them demolish the structures 
and transport the former residents to the area’s 
tuol pongro commune in the province’s Malai 
district.

“the 43 families agreed to relocate … they 
moved onto the Boeung Chungruk techo Win 
Win new development area,” he said, adding 
that they had returned the land to authorities 

for the working group to develop into a beauti-
ful garden.

“the families are willing to demolish the struc-
tures. We just helped them. Demolition is about 
80 per cent complete and we also helped them 
relocate,” he said.

Hun Sen’s deputy cabinet chief pankhem 
Bunthan, who led a working group to solve the 
problem could not be reached for comment. But 
he had previously told the post that landowners 
in the Boeung Chungruk area had granted it to 
Hun Sen and in turn he had granted the land to 
1,200 families. the land was divided into two 
types but had been disputed.

“We evaluated land types. the first measures 
30m by 50m and the second 22m by 25m. We 
granted the land when we identified who should 
be granted with the first and second types of 
land,” Bunthan said.«

Mom Kunthear

pHNoM penh municipal governor Khuong Sreng 
has ordered the 14 district administrations to 
patrol their jurisdictions and to detain any indi-
viduals they encounter outside of their homes 
without permission and those who drive cars or 
motorbikes on the road in violation of the govern-
ment’s lockdown measure.

in an audio message to the district governors, 
Sreng said: “individuals who are not on duty and 
caught driving motorbikes or cars on the road in 
violation of the lockdown must be detained by 
the authorities and brought to court for punish-
ment in accordance with the law.”

Sreng warned that if the authorities in charge 
of monitoring the roadblocks continued to allow 
such activities, then the lockdown would not be 
successful and it would fail to halt the transmis-
sion of Covid-19 in the community.

“patrol the area within your jurisdiction with 
utmost responsibility,” he said.

Sen Sok district police chief Hour Meng Vang 
told the post on april 20 that in his district, police 

were in charge of patrolling the territory 24 hours 
a day without letting any gatherings or travelling 
in violation of the lockdown prohibitions occur 
anywhere.

“We follow the instructions. the first step is lock 
down the streets going from one district to anoth-
er district. and we then patrol along the streets 
and if there is a gathering outside, we will tell 
them to go back into the house,” said Meng 
Vang.

Meng Vang added that he did not allow gather-
ings inside the house either and for his entire 
district he would not allow anyone to travel dur-
ing the day or night unless for medical reasons 
or other emergencies.

National police chief Neth Savoeun on april 20 
ordered the units guarding institutional buildings 
to deploy as needed to other places in the lock-
down areas to provide assistance while also main-
taining watch over their usual target location.  

“the National police force must pay attention 
to educate family members not to leave their 
homes or residences unless absolutely neces-
sary,” he said.Police stop a vehicle caught travelling during lockdown in Phnom Penh on April 15. Hean Rangsey

Families voluntarily demolished illegal structures between a railway and National Road 5 in Poipet town’ Ph-
sar Kandal commune after agreeing to resettle in Boeung Chungruk Techo Win Win new development area in 
Banteay Meanchey province. Photo supplied

Health workers take people’s samples for Covid-19 testing in Phnom Penh. Hean Rangsey

Niem Chheng

M
iNiStry of Health spokeswoman 
and head of the ad-hoc commission 
for Covid-19 vaccination rollout 
or Vandine commended frontline 

medical workers and doctors for their sacrifices 
in the fight against Covid-19, saying their enor-
mous contributions will go down in history.

in an april 20 message shared to a public 
telegram group she hosts, Vandine referred to 
them as a “white-clothed army that has won 
the hearts of the general public” for their devo-
tion and courage in the face of the deadly con-
tagious disease.

“although you cannot see your enemy, you 
are so brave to face it without fear of any com-
plications for yourself. you have devoted your-
selves to the people and the interests of the na-
tion first.

“i really appreciate you all as representatives 
from the young generation and as new strong 
bamboo who bravely face this huge challenge.

“your braveness will be recorded in the his-
tory of Cambodia for the next generations to 
learn and know of your sacrifices for the pub-
lic health and happiness in Cambodia and the 
whole world,” she said.

Vandine also expressed concern that some 
medical workers had contracted the disease 
and other are under quarantine, voicing op-

timism that they’d get through this hard time 
and return to health.

“you have to be strong and optimistic, the 
lives of our people rely on your health. you will 
provide them with vaccinations to fight Covid-
19 together now and in the future.

“you will gain experience from this historical 
undertaking and become highly-qualified pro-
fessionals that could save thousands of lives in 
the future,” she said.

Vandine called on frontline medical work-
ers to remain patient and tolerant, and to take 
highly-precautionary measures, noting that 
the coronavirus was not far away.

teav Sothearoth, a volunteer frontline medi-
cal worker from Samdech techo Voluntary 
youth Doctor association (tyDa), told the post 
on april 20 that he and his peers leave home at 
7am and work until 1am the following day.

He was busy taking samples in the capital’s 
Meanchey district, which has been hit hard by 
the disease, especially among the ranks of fac-
tory workers.

“our work is to do whatever possible to curb 
the spread of the virus. We are taking samples 
of those who have had direct and indirect con-
tact with the patients. We are using a rapid test 
device now,” Sothearoth said, referring to the 
panbio Covid-19 ag rapid test Device which, 
according to tyDa, provides results in 15-30 
minutes.

Vandine: Frontline medical workers to make history



Thou Vireak

A NUMBER of safe-agricultur-
al-product specialist stores in 
Phnom Penh have expressed 
their commitment to maintain 
the prices of their commodities 
and contribute to the govern-
ment’s efforts to improve peo-
ple’s livelihoods during the 
ongoing two-week coronavirus 
lockdown in Phnom Penh and 
adjacent Takhmao town in 
Kandal province.

“Safe agricultural products” 
are those with reduced depend-
ence on chemicals and free of 
microbiological hazards.

Kan Panharith, production 
manager at local agribusiness 
Davane Plc, which specialises 
in agricultural value chains and 
markets for food safety, told The 
Post that all prices at his store 
remain at pre-lockdown levels, 
save for a handful of fish and 
vegetables he said saw an 
acceptable, slight uptick.

“We’ve kept prices at how 
they were, such as those of 
meats [mostly pork and beef]. 
Our supplier does not raise 
their prices. But some kinds of 
fish and three types of vegeta-
bles showed a moderate 

increase – not dramatically, it 
is tolerable,” he said.

At the same time, the Khmer 
Safety Vegetables store, which 
is supported by the state-
owned Agricultural and Rural 
Development Bank of Cambo-
dia (ARDB), made a similar 
commitment on April 18.

None of its vegetables, fruits, 
spices or other products have 
risen in price sin ce the lockdown 
was imposed on April 14, the 
store claimed in a Facebook post.

Khmer Safety Vegetables 
noted that it is located in south-
eastern Phnom Penh along 
National Road 1 in Prek Eang 
commune’s Veal Sbov village in 
Chbar Ampov district.

However, Davane’s Panharith 
said the lockdown had hampered 
the transport of goods, as the busi-
ness awaits a travel permit.

He said: “Transport has gotten 
quite onerous, we’re only allowed 
to move within the area around 
the shop and the traffic light.

“We are requesting a permit 
from the [Executive Committee 
to Manage and Lead the imple-
mentation of the Lockdown] to 
access lockdown-restricted areas 
so that our team and our business 
can operate on a larger scale.”
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Business
Garment lobby urges understanding 
as Covid lockdown halts production

Thou Vireak

THE Ministry of Commerce on 
April 20 dispatched five trucks 
to seven “Red Zones” to sell 
food products and groceries at 
below-market prices during 
the ongoing two-week corona-
virus lockdown in Phnom Penh 
and adjacent Takmao town in 
Kandal province, according to 
undersecretary of state Pen 
Sovicheat.

This comes a day after 
Phnom Penh municipal gover-
nor Khuong Sreng designated 
a number of villages and com-
munes in three of the capi-
tal’s districts as “Red Zones” 
– where residents are forbid-
den from leaving their homes 
– just hours after Prime Minis-
ter Hun Sen revised lockdown 
measures for areas at highest 
risk of Covid-19 transmission.

The new Red Zones include 
Stung Meanchey i, ii and iii 
communes in Meanchey district; 
Chaom Chao i commune in Por 
Sen Chey district; and villages 14, 
16 and 17 in Tuol Kork district’s 
Boeung Salang commune.

Sovicheat said: “The five com-
merce ministry vehicles, along 
with others sent by Phnom 
Penh Municipal Hall, will go 
out this morning and sell at all 

seven Red Zones,” he said.
He said the ministry had 

also instructed the Green 
Trade Company (GTC) to work 
quickly and in a timely man-
ner to address the concerns of 
the people in Red Zones.

GTC was set up in 1998 to 
help manage and take stock 
of foodstuffs to properly re-
spond to potential national 
and regional food crises or 
emergencies, and is tasked 
with conducting agro-product 

and foodstuff trade, stabilis-
ing market prices and provid-
ing additional services, as de-
scribed by state media service 
Agence Kampuchea Presse.

Sovicheat said: “The goods 
on sale today are lower than 
the market price. These in-
clude milled rice, noodles, pure 
drinking water, canned fish, as 
well as fish and soy sauce.

“The ministry is also prepar-
ing to add some more essential 
goods to meet the needs of the 

people in these difficult times, 
such as dried and roasted fish, 
beetroots and other ideal foods 
with a long shelf life.

The ministry began its mo-
bile market truck campaign to 
sell 50kg sacks of milled rice 
and boxes of noodles at below-
market prices in the capital 
and Takhmao on April 15.

As of April 19, its vehicles have 
sold 297 sacks of milled rice, 
1,975 boxes of noodles and 136 
boxes of fish and soy sauce.

Commerce ministry rolls out mobile markets to Red Zones

May Kunmakara

G
ARMENT Manufacturers 
Association in Cambodia 
(GMAC) on April 19 urged 
buyers and stakeholders not 

to penalise its members for failing to 
honour pre-agreed delivery commit-
ments during the ongoing lockdown 
measures imposed by the government.

With the dramatic upsurge in 
number of new Covid-19 cases report-
ed in connection to the February 20 
community transmission, the govern-
ment on April 14 announced a full 
lockdown in the capital and neigh-
bouring Takmao town in Kandal prov-
ince from April 15-28 to control the risk 
of spreading the novel coronavirus.

The lockdown order requires that all 
non-essential business be closed and 
demands that people remain at home 
except for essential purposes such as 
seeking medical help.

GMAC said in a statement: “The 
apparel, footwear and travel goods 
manufacturing sector is not consid-
ered [an] essential sector that needs 
to stay open during the lockdown and 
thus we have to remain closed.

“The lockdown is also causing dis-
ruptions to the logistics sector and we 
are unable to freely transport raw 
materials and/or finished goods.

“Some of our members who are not 
located within the lockdown areas are 
also affected as their staff reside in 
Phnom Penh and Takmao and thus 
are prevented from going to work.

“These factories are unable to oper-
ate normally. This may result in delay 
in production as well as failure to meet 

previously agreed delivery schedules.
“We would like to appeal for your 

understanding to facilitate and make 
arrangements to help accommodate 
this special situation.

“We all have to cooperate and obey the 
instructions of the Royal Government 
and join hands to combat the spread of 

Covid-19. We urge all of you not to pun-
ish our members for this situation that 
is beyond our control,” it added.

Exports of the garment, footwear 
and travel goods industries dropped 
more than 10 per cent last year over 
2019 and could face significant direct 
losses from extended closures.

Outbound shipments in these sectors 
registered $10.6 billion in 2019 and $9.5 
billion last year, according to the Min-
istry of Commerce’s annual report.

GMAC deputy secretary-general 
Kaing Monika told The Post that the 
government has been sorting out 
issues related to transport and logis-

tics, but at a limited pace due to pub-
lic health and safety concerns.

“Yes, they want [to help transport and 
logistics operators] but cannot compro-
mise with public health safety and the 
importance of ensuring effective results 
from the lockdown. Short term pain for 
long term gain,” he said.

Foods stores keep prices 
steady during lockdown

Garment workers leave from a factory in Phnom Penh. Hean Rangsey

The Ministry of Commerce on April 20 begins its mobile market truck campaign to sell 50kg sacks of milled 
rice and boxes of noodles at below-market prices in the capital and Takhmao. Post staff



May Kunmakara

W
ITH authorities tighten-
ing security to prevent 
community transmis-
sion in Phnom Penh 

and Kandal province’s Takhmao 
town, e-commerce activity, cashless 
payments and delivery services have 
logged a notable rise, swiftly becom-
ing new features of the digital world 
in Cambodia.

With the dramatic upsurge in 
number of new Covid-19 cases 
reported in connection to the Febru-
ary 20 community transmission, the 
government on April 14 announced 
a full lockdown in the capital and 
neighbouring Takmao town in Kan-
dal province from April 15-28 to con-
trol the risk of spreading the novel 
coronavirus.

To drive digital payment adoption, 
local business-to-consumer (B2C) 
e-commerce platform Smile Shop on 
April 20 announced that new users 
would receive $10 for their first cash-
less purchase during lockdown.

Jack Lee, Co-Founder and CEO said 
in the announcement that Covid-19 
had plunged the world into a “new 
normal” and that migration to dig-
ital had become a hot topic in South-
east Asia.

With the Kingdom at a “critical” 
junction, he said e-commerce plat-
forms provide the government and 
people that extra edge in the fight 
against the pandemic.

“The digital economy will be a key 
factor in economy recovery after the 
pandemic. Smile Shop is committed 
to building a great agricultural mar-
ketplace ecosystem to bring Cambo-
dian products from the farm to 
national markets and abroad, and will 
lend its support to provide local goods 
on large Chinese e-commerce plat-
forms by opening a flagship store in 
the Kingdom,” Jack said.

Smile Shop said it recently launched 
a “buy local” project to connect local 
small- and medium-scale farmers’ 
products with a larger base of con-
sumers online, even with a limited 
understanding of e-commerce.

The platform’s team would provide 
the technology, marketing, payment 
solutions, customer service and 
delivery as needed, it added.

Theab Sovannareth, another co-
founder, said that with Amazon.com 
Inc as a role-model, Smile Shop 
would bring the US multinational 
tech firm’s “user-friendly and stress-
free shopping experience” to Cam-
bodian consumers.

Smile Shop offers free delivery 
round-the-clock in the capital, and 
customers in the provinces are guar-
anteed to receive their orders within 
72 hours, he said, adding that the 
platform provides full support to its 
merchants.

Its emphasis on original, quality 
products and availability of payment 
options sets Smile Shop apart from 
its competition, he claimed. “Most 
other platforms in Cambodia are only 
cash-on-delivery.”

Smile Shop also promotes the 
‘Made in Cambodia’ label abroad. 
“Another goal of Smile Shop is to help 
local small businesses sell their prod-

ucts in Cambodia and abroad.
“Some of the companies listing 

their products on our platform 
include Sela Pepper and Royal Mon-
gkut Rice, which export a lot to China 
through Smile Shop,” Sovannareth 
said.

Smile Shop was founded by Chi-
nese businessman Jack Lee and locals 
Sovannareth and Chamroeun in 
2018.

As of May, the number of active 
mobile phone subscriptions across 
the Kingdom’s six operators was 
20,481,051, down by 0.08 per cent 
year-on-year, the latest data from 
Telecommunication Regulator of 
Cambodia show. This figure is the 
equivalent of 124.09 per cent of the 
total population.

The number of mobile internet 
subscriptions across Cambodia’s 
seven providers also recorded a 2.36 
per cent drop to 14,863,435, whereas 
fixed broadband internet subscrip-
tions across the Kingdom’s 37 provid-
ers logged a 33.07 per cent climb to 
249,132.
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Thou Vireak

THE Cambodian Aquaculturist 
Association (CAA) on April 19 
called on relevant authorities 
and institutions to enforce 
compliance with fish-import 
regulations and facilitate trans-
port for distributors to ensure 
adequate market supply of fish 
to reverse a recent price jump.

The appeal comes amid an 
April 15-28 lockdown imposed 
in Phnom Penh and neigh-
bouring Takmao town to stave 
off the spread of the novel coro-
navirus.

The lockdown has kept fish-
eries products from arriving at 
distribution warehouses in the 
capital, leading to delays and 
triggering an “alarming rise” in 
retail market prices, the CAA 
said in a statement.

Small fish merchants and dis-
tributors in provinces near 
Phnom Penh and those in the 
city centre are finding it diffi-
cult to deliver their wares to 
market, it said.

Meanwhile, it rebuffed claims 
made by journalists and social 
media influencers that the 
increase in fish prices was due 

to a lack of market supply, chid-
ing those who demanded large-
scale fish imports from neigh-
bouring countries.

The CAA noted that thou-
sands of tonnes of aquaculture 
fish have remained unsold 
since January and that their 
market prices have “not 
increased at all”.

In an open invitation to the 
public, the association said: “If 
you want to get the contact 
number of fish farmers with 
stock, CAA will cooperate to help 
any venders at any time and get 
you the type you need.”

Aquaculture group urges 
authorities to enforce import 
rules, ease transport issues

A shopper views a local e-commerce Facebook page in Phnom Penh. Heng Chivoan

The Cambodian Aquaculturist Association called on relevant authorities and institutions to enforce compliance 
with fish-import regulations and facilitate transport for distributors to ensure adequate market supply of fish 
to reverse a recent price jump. CCA

Lockdown opens a window for e-commerce

CHINA will further expand trials of e-
CNY, the digital currency floated by 
the People’s Bank of China (PBoC), 
the central bank, and tighten regu-
lations on privately-created cryp-
tocurrencies, such as Bitcoin and 
Stablecoin, according to officials and 
experts.

Bitcoin is a digital or virtual curren-
cy that uses peer-to-peer technology 
to facilitate instant payments, while 
Stablecoin is a cryptocurrency where 
the value is tied to an outside asset, 
such as the dollar or gold.

China considers Bitcoin and Sta-
blecoin as cryptoassets, which means 
they are not seen as real currencies, 
but only as investment assets. The 
nation is planning to improve the 
regulatory environment for these al-
ternative investments, to ensure that 
speculative activity will not result 
in serious financial risks, said PBoC 
vice-governor Li Bo.

“Before the launch of any regulato-
ry measures, we will maintain what 
we are doing right now,” Li said dur-
ing a session discussion of the Boao 
Forum for Asia Annual Conference 
2021.

Unlike for Bitcoin, the regula-
tions for some types of Stablecoin 
should be tighter, as they need to 
follow the regulations for payment 
tools issued by private sector banks 
or quasi-banking financial institu-
tions, said Li.

Bitcoin fell by as much as 15 per 
cent on April 18 with rival coins like 
Ether and XRP also losing sheen. The 
retreat came after Bitcoin hit a record 
high of more than $64,000 on April 14. 
On early April 19, Bitcoin was trading 
in Asia at around $57,000, which was 
still down about 12 per cent from last 
week’s intraday peak.

Though financial regulators have 
expressed concern about crypto-
currencies, they are promoting the 
launch of the central bank digital 
currency. According to Li, authorities 
are planning to expand trials of the 
digital yuan, or e-CNY, in more cities 
and for various scenarios.

“For example, in the pilot pro-
gramme of 2022 Beijing Winter 
Olympics, the digital yuan will not 
only be offered to domestic users, 
but also for international users,” said 
Li. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

China set 
to expand 
digital cur-
rency trials
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S
tock markets slid on 
april 20 after Wall Street 
pulled back from re-
cord levels in overnight 

trade and with Japan fearing a 
renewed covid-19 surge.

Both the Dow and the S&p 500 
finished last week at new peaks 
and also posted their fourth 
consecutive weekly gains, fol-
lowing on the heels of strong 
data for US housing starts, em-
ployment and retail sales.

But analysts said that a com-
bination of some dollar weak-
ness and a lull in fresh data 
ahead of upcoming corporate 
results had dampened enthu-
siasm.

“it seems like investors 
might be having a bit of a 
second thought up here as 
US earnings season starts to 
heat up and peak optimism is 
beginning to set in,” said Ste-
phen innes of axi.

investors were looking to 
“cash in some chips” to move 
back into real world assets, af-
ter more falls for bitcoin.

the Nikkei was down two 
per cent at the end of trade 
after investors took in calls for 
new states of emergency in 
the osaka region and possi-
bly tokyo, prompted by rising 

case numbers.
the new measures could 

involve tougher restrictions 

including asking shops and 
restaurants to close, according 
to local media.

“along with increased new 
coronavirus infections, the 
possibility of a state of emer-

gency declaration is growing, 
which is turning on an amber 
light for economic recovery,” 

okasan online Securities said 
in a commentary.

NaB analyst rodrigo catril 
added that “US dollar weak-
ness … mostly appears to be 
driven by European strength.

“the market has become 
slightly more optimistic 
around the European vaccine 
rollout and economic outlook 
of late … as the rollout picks 
up, European equities should 
also start to outperform,” he 
added.

Wall Street’s dream run was 
also likely to lose momentum 
with an ongoing Senate battle 
in Washington over the size 
of proposed corporate tax in-
creases and the extent of in-
frastructure stimulus, catril 
added.

oil prices rose one per cent, 
a year after the pandemic 
pushed them into negative 
territory.

axi’s innes cautioned the 
commodity was still “trading on 
a jittery note” in the wake of ris-
ing coronavirus cases in asia.

Expectations that the US 
and iran could eventually re-
turn to a nuclear deal, poten-
tially within weeks, were also 
stabilising price growth, he 
added. AFP

Vietnam’s exports to the US expected to rise sharply
ViEtNamESE exports for the year 
as of march 15 were worth $62.01 
billion, a year-on-year increase of 
22.7 per cent, according to the Gen-
eral Department of Vietnam cus-
toms.

Exports to the US in the first two 
months of the year accounted for 
$13.83 billion or 28.4 per cent of total 
exports.

in recent years the US has become 
Vietnam’s biggest market. last year, 
for instance, at $76.4 billion it 
accounted for 27 per cent of the lat-
ter’s total exports.

Garment 10 JSc director-general 
than Duc Viet said there were sev-
eral factors behind Vietnam’s rapid 

growth in exports including to the 
US.

primarily, he said, the covid-19 
pandemic has gradually been con-
trolled around the world, especially 
after several countries started vac-
cinating their populations, enabling 
many of them to reopen their bor-
ders and trade to resume.

Businesses in the country, hit bad-
ly for the last year or so by the pan-
demic, are making strenuous efforts 
to bounce back, he pointed out.

many countries around the world 
have rolled out large stimulus pack-
ages to spend their way out of the 
economic slump, and this has 
revived trade, he added.

many analysts concurred with 
these views, saying the US recently 
launched a $1.9 trillion package to 
make direct payments of $1,400 to 
individuals earning up to $75,000 a 
year starting in april.

this is the third and largest stimu-
lus since the covid-19 pandemic 
broke out.

Vietnam, one of the US’s major 
exporters, supplying essential items 
like fisheries products and garments 
and electronics, is expected to ben-
efit from this relief package.

Viet of Garment 10 told Dau tu 
chung khoan magazine that Viet-
namese exporters hope to get orders 
from the US.

US citizens are known as big 
spenders, and if they get the money 
from the government consumption 
would surely rise, he said.

His own company’s exports to the 
US saw relatively high growth in the 
first quarter and are expected to 
grow further due to the huge new 
stimulus package.

red river Garment JSc directory-
general Bui Viet Quang said his com-
pany had enough export orders for 
until august this year, 80 per cent 
from the US.

“the US’ $1.9 trillion stimulus 
package will surely affect enterpris-
es that export to the market. We 
expect to see robust growth [in US 

export orders] in the fourth quar-
ter.”

analysts said a recovery in the US 
economy would help Vietnamese 
exporters, especially those in the 
textile and garment industry.

However, analysts also sounded a 
warning saying while the US stimu-
lus packages would benefit Viet-
nam’s exporters in the short term, 
loose monetary policies could cause 
high inflation, which would increase 
their costs whereas they would not 
be able to increase prices immedi-
ately, affecting their margins.

Besides, the inflation would also 
hurt demand, they added. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

WHilE Singtel’s investments 
in intouch Holdings and 
advanced info Service (aiS) 
hold long-term strategic val-
ue, the takeover offer from 
thai power producer Gulf 
Energy Development would 
provide the Singapore telco 
with the financial flexibility to 
fund its 5G investment pri-
orities and ease pressure on 
free cash flow, said Fitch rat-
ings.

on april 19, Gulf Energy, 
which is controlled by thai bil-
lionaire Sarath ratanavadi, 
launched a 169 billion baht 
($5.4 billion) takeover bid for 

intouch, which controls aiS, 
thailand’s largest mobile oper-
ator. Singtel is the biggest share-
holder of intouch with a 21 per 
cent stake, while also holding 
about 23 per cent of aiS.

Singtel’s intouch and aiS 
holdings offer it a stable 
source of cash flow, in light of 
aiS’ entrenched position as 
the largest thai mobile opera-
tor and the stabilising compe-
tition in thailand, Fitch said.

the two companies con-
tribute 20 per cent to Singtel’s 
total dividends received and 
five-to-six per cent of adjust-
ed group earnings before 

interest, taxes depreciation 
and amortisation (Ebitda), 
inclusive of associate divi-
dends, it said.

However, the ratings agency 
noted: “Singtel faces intense 
rivalry in other key markets 
like Singapore, australia, 
indonesia, the philippines 
and india, contributing to 
slow recovery prospects over 
the next 12-18 months amid 
covid-19 restrictions and 
structural challenges in the 
australian fixed-line busi-
ness.”

Singtel’s other capital-rais-
ing options include a poten-

tial tower sale by Singtel 
optus, minority stakes in Sin-
gapore post and Netlink trust, 
and longer-term plans to 
monetise digital assets. “How-
ever, we have not taken these 
into consideration in our rat-
ings due to the uncertainty 
over the timing and transac-
tion value,” Fitch said in a 
report on april 19.

“a disciplined financial pol-
icy remains a key driver of our 
‘stable outlook’ on Singtel’s 
ratings due to the low rating 
headroom,” said Fitch.

Fitch also said that the Gulf 
Energy offer casts uncertainty 

over the shareholding struc-
ture of aiS, and it is likely to 
place aiS’ ratings on watch 
should the deal lead to aiS’ 
eventual buyout. the tender 
offer for all shares in aiS 
depends on Gulf Energy 
acquiring at least 50 per cent 
of intouch, from 19 per cent 
currently.

the transaction is still at its 
early stage, pending various 
approvals, and it remains 
unclear how Gulf Energy 
intends to fund the substan-
tial deal, and the ultimate 
equity interest which it will 
obtain in both thai compa-

nies, said Fitch.
it added that the acquisition 

of intouch and aiS would pro-
vide Gulf Energy with more 
diversified cash flow and a 
larger income base, although a 
debt-funded structure is likely 
to put additional pressure on 
its stretched balance sheet.

last year, Gulf Energy gen-
erated an Ebitda of 13.5 bil-
lion baht, a fraction of aiS’s 
76.6 billion baht. However, 
Gulf Energy’s net debt-to-
Ebitda ratio was 8.8 times 
compared with aiS’ 1.0 time. 
THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Stock markets, dollar retreat 
as covid-19 fears resurface

The Nikkei fell two per cent after investors took in calls for new states of emergency in the Osaka region and possibly Tokyo. AFP

thai billionaire’s bid for intouch, aiS offers Singtel 
financial flexibility for 5G investments, Fitch says
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Krungsri research cuts 
Thailand’s 2021 growth 
forecast to 2.2 per cent

i
ndonesia’s House of repre-
sentatives recently approved a 
draft trade deal with the four-
member european Free Trade 

association (eFTa) that is expected 
to facilitate foreign investment and 
liberalise trade in goods and servic-
es, particularly commodities such as 
palm oil and raw metals.

The indonesia-eFTa Comprehen-
sive economic partnership agree-
ment (ie-Cepa) was approved by the 
House on april 9 and has been called 
indonesia’s doorway to the wider eu-
ropean market. The non-eU trade 
bloc consists of iceland, liechten-
stein, norway and switzerland.

shinta Kamdani, deputy chair of 
the indonesian Chamber of Com-
merce and industry (Kadin), said 
the agreement was expected to ben-
efit indonesian businesses that sold 
gold, nickel, crude palm oil (Cpo), 
coffee, tea, footwear, fisheries prod-
ucts, wood furniture, webbing prod-
ucts and creative economy items.

“While our trade with the eFTa is 
small relative to our trade with the 
european Union, the eFTa still holds 
a strategic position in europe, even 
though [the member states] are not 
eU member states,” shinta told The 
Jakarta post on april 14.

norway and switzerland have 
committed to eliminating 91.04 per 
cent and 81.74 per cent, respectively, 
of their tariffs on imports from indo-
nesia, accounting for 99.75 per cent 
and 99.65 per cent of their total im-
ports from the country, according to 
a 2019 fact sheet published by the 
trade ministry.

The partnership with the eFTa is 
the first of its kind involving indo-
nesia and european countries. The 
parties signed the agreement in 
2018 after seven years of negotia-
tions.

But with the pandemic battering 
global trade, the value of indonesian 
exports to the eFTa was down 80.46 
per cent year-on-year to $29.96 mil-
lion in January and the value of im-
ports from the eFTa was down by 
half to $46.9 million, according to 
statistics indonesia (Bps).

The trade accounted for 0.19 per 
cent of indonesia’s exports and 0.35 
per cent of its exports by value in 
January.

The country’s overall trade in goods 

has picked up in recent months, 
with exports up 30.47 per cent year-
on-year in March to a decade-high 
$18.35 billion and imports up by 
25.73 per cent year-on-year to $16.79 
billion, Bps data shows.

 Trade in services 
The ie-Cepa also covers trade in 

services, offering opportunities for 
educational, professional, environ-
mental, tourist, financial, fisheries 
technology, renewable energy and 
logistics services, among others, ac-
cording to shinta.

“The biggest benefit of the eFTa 
markets is not the export market but 
the cooperation opportunities in the 
service sectors and investment,” said 
shinta.

Under the agreement, indone-
sia has committed to liberalising 95 
subsectors across 11 service sectors, 
excluding recreational, cultural and 

sporting services, said investment 
Coordinating Board (BKpM) foreign 
investment partnership director Fa-
jar Usman on november 27.

last year, the pandemic led to a 
48.69 per cent annual decline in in-
donesia’s service exports and a 34.66 
per cent decline in service imports, 
according to Bps data.

 Investment opportunities 
aside from trade, indonesia has 

committed to liberalising 182 sub-
sectors for investment, most of which 
are under manufacturing, followed 
by agriculture, hunting and fisheries, 
mining and quarrying, electricity, 
gas, steam and air conditioning, as 
well as waterworks and waste man-
agement, according to Fajar.

last year, foreign direct investment 
(Fdi) from iceland, liechtenstein, 
norway and switzerland totalled 
more than $137.9 million. The funds 

were used in 622 projects, most of 
which were carried out by swiss 
companies, according to BKpM data. 
The realised Fdi was 21.68 per cent 
less than in the previous year, before 
the pandemic.

in 2019, norway’s sovereign wealth 
fund (sWF), invested some $1.86 bil-
lion in 79 indonesian firms, includ-
ing state-owned telecommunica-
tions, mining and gas companies, 
as well as food and beverage giants 
indofood, Mayora and sido Muncul, 
according to indonesian ambassador 
to norway Todung Mulya lubis.

 “They are a big source of capital,” 
said trade ministry director-general 
for international trade cooperation 
djatmiko Bris Witjaksono on april 15.

“They invest, and they have technol-
ogy. so this is beyond trade in goods, 
as seen in the tariff or non-tariff in-
struments. But we also look at servic-
es and investment. That is where the 

comprehensive aspect lies.”

 Implementation 
now that the House has approved 

the bill to ratify the Cepa, the finance 
ministry plans to issue a regulation 
on import duties and the trade min-
istry plans to issue a regulation on 
certificates of origin to implement 
the agreement.

The trade ministry hopes to do so 
in the second half of the year, after 
coordinating with government agen-
cies and other stakeholders.

“The target is as soon as possible, but 
i cannot tell when,” djatmiko said.

 Palm oil 
The government is particularly 

pleased because switzerland has 
approved provisions in the ie-Cepa 
that will ease import duties on indo-
nesian palm oil, an industry plagued 
with environmental concerns.

in a narrowly decided March ref-
erendum, switzerland committed 
to reducing import duties on indo-
nesian palm oil by 20 to 40 per cent 
under the ie-Cepa.

“With the ie-Cepa, the govern-
ment will promote the sustainable 
standard for palm oil, or ispo, so it 
can be accepted by switzerland un-
der the framework in the agreement,” 
trade minister Muhammad lutfi said 
during a House plenary session on 
april 9.

The total volume of indonesian 
crude palm oil exports was down by 
half to 367,280 tons in January from 
the same month the year before, ac-
cording to Bps data.

andry satrio nugroho, an econo-
mist at the institute for develop-
ment of economics and Finance 
(indef), said the approval meant 
that indonesian palm oil would reap 
the greatest benefit from the part-
nership so far.

“With this Cepa, it will improve 
the quality of our export products, 
especially palm oil, where it can in-
centivise [producers and distribut-
ers] to improve their quality as there 
is an issue related to certification on 
the ground,” andry told the post on 
april 16.

“i hope it applies not only to palm 
oil but also to other products export-
ed to european countries.” THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

in a report published on april 
20, Krungsri research adjusted 
downwards Thailand’s gross 
domestic product (Gdp) growth 
in 2021 from 2.5 to 2.2 per cent 
in line with the Covid-19 situa-
tion and drought impact.

The centre also reduced its 
estimate of four million arrivals 
to just three million owing to 
the pandemic, which has been 
affecting Thailand’s tourism 
and service industries.

The research house also 
adjusted public investment 
estimates down from 10.5 per 
cent to 7.8 per cent, again due 
to the impacts of Covid-19 and 
drought.

The estimate on private 
investment and consumption, 
however, was adjusted upwards 
from two to 3.3 per cent and 1.8 
to 2.9 per cent respectively due 
to the government’s economic 
stimulus measures and 
increased consumption in the 

first quarter.
Krungsri research has also 

adjusted upward its estimate 
for exports in 2021 from 3.8 per 
cent to six per cent due to 
improving global economic 
conditions. it also predicts an 
expansion in imports from 5.2 
per cent to 12.5 per cent.

Krungsri research, however, 
says Thailand’s economic 
recovery will be delayed and be 
slower than forecast earlier, 
due mostly to the third wave of 
infections.

The research house also sug-
gested the wave could peak 
between late april and early 
May with a median forecast of 
daily new cases peaking at 
2,600.

Thailand’s cumulative cases 
could surge beyond 100,000, 
and the number of daily cases 
will fall to below 100 by early 
July, it predicted. THE NATION (THAI-

LAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

TrUnG nam Group inaugurated the 
last phase of its wind farm on april 16 
in the central Vietnamese province of 
ninh Thuan’s Thuan Bac district, mak-
ing the 152MW farm the largest in the 
country.

The finished wind farm worth four tril-
lion dong ($172.4 million) would pro-
duce 423 million kWh of electricity per 
year. Combined with the solar power 
plant of 204MW, which was expected to 
produce 577 million kWh electricity per 
year in the same province, the group ran 
the largest renewable energy of solar and 
wind power complex in the country and 
southeast asia, said Trung nam Group.

Trung nam Group director-general 
nguyen Tam Tien said: “The event marks 
an important turning point for the 
group in its sustainable energy develop-
ment orientation.”

Tien said Trung nam’s 900ha renew-
able energy complex was directly con-
nected to the national grid system 
through Thap Cham 220kV transformer 
station. The total annual output of the 

complex was expected to reach between 
950 million kWh and one billion kWh of 
electricity per year.

Tien said: “different from developing 
solar power projects, developing wind 
power projects is more complicated due 
to large investment costs, more time for 
transport and installation of equipment, 
especially in the more difficult context 
of the Covid-19 pandemic.”

He said with the experience of a lead-
ing energy group, Trung nam Group has 
overcome those challenges and com-
pleted the third phase of the project.

in the construction, the group col-
laborated with world leading qualified 
and professional partners such as ener-
con and sany.

in detail, the project’s turbines sup-
plied by enercon company from Ger-
many could operate with low wind 
speeds of two-to-2.5m per second and 
the ability to catch the wind with an 
average speed of 7.1m per second. They 
are the turbines with the largest capac-
ity in the country so far.

Trung nam said using the advanced 
equipment, they could reduce the   land 
occupied to only 0.14ha per MW, lower 
than the average land use rate of 0.35ha 
per MW for other wind farms, signifi-
cantly contributing to the efficient use 
of national resources in Vietnam.

along with the wind farm, so far, the 
group has put into operation two solar 
power projects in ninh Thuan and Tra 
Vinh provinces with a total capacity of 
over 360MW. last year, Trung nam 
Group became the first private investor 
in Viet nam to build and run the trans-
former station, a 220/500KV transmis-
sion line and a 450MW solar power plant 
successfully.

according to Trung nam’s chief, the 
group was actively implementing plans 
to bring 900 onshore, offshore and off-
shore wind pillars to projects in locali-
ties such as dak lak, Gia lai, Tra Vinh 
and ninh Thuan. implementing other 
energy projects in Vietnam, it targeted 
to bring 10GW to the national grid by 
2027. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

How indonesia plans to ben efit from eFTa trade deal

Trade Minister Muhammad Lutfi speaks at the House of Representatives after legislators approved the draft bill of the Indonesia-
EFTA Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (IE-CEPA) in Jakarta on April 9. INDONESIAN TRADE MINISTRY

Trung nam Group completes 
largest wind farm in Vietnam
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F
ormer US Vice presi-
dent Walter mondale, 
a liberal icon who fa-
mously told voters to 

expect a tax increase should 
he win the presidency, died 
monday, US media reported. 
He was 93 years old.

No cause was given for mon-
dale’s death, according to re-
ports citing a statement from 
his family.

mondale served as vice pres-
ident under president Jimmy 
Carter, from 1977-1981.

“Today i mourn the passing 
of my dear friend Walter mon-
dale, who i consider the best 
vice president in our country’s 
history,” Carter said in a state-
ment, extending his condo-
lences to his former number 
two’s family.

“He was an invaluable part-
ner and an able servant of 
the people of minnesota, the 
United States, and the world.”

prior to his stint at the White 
House, mondale had served as 
attorney general to his home 
state of minnesota from 1960-
1964, and then as US senator 
from that state from 1964-
1976.

after Carter left office, mon-
dale went on to serve as am-
bassador to Japan between 
1993 and 1996.

Senator amy Klobuchar, a 
fellow minnesotan, mourned 
mondale’s passing, calling 
him “kind and dignified to the 
end.”

“Walter mondale was a true 
public servant and my friend 
and mentor,” she said on Twit-
ter.

“He set a high bar for him-
self and kept passing it and 
raising it.”

Former president Barack 
obama said mondale “cham-
pioned progressive causes and 
changed the role of Vp.”

Current Vice president Ka-
mala Harris said in a state-
ment her predecessor “led an 

extraordinary life of service,” 
and called him “so generous 
with his wit and wisdom over 
the years.”

Walter Frederick “Fritz” 
mondale was born on Janu-
ary 5, 1928 in the tiny town of 
Ceylon, minnesota. The son 
of a methodist minister and 
a music teacher, he moved 

through several small towns in 
the southern part of the state 
throughout his childhood.

at age 20, mondale became 
a congressional district man-
ager for US politician Hubert 
Humphrey’s successful Senate 
campaign. Humphrey would 
later become mondale’s politi-
cal mentor.

mondale began his national 
political career in 1964, when 
he was appointed to fill Hum-
phrey’s Senate seat, the latter 
having resigned to become 
vice president.

an outspoken supporter of 
civil rights, mondale advo-
cated throughout his Senate 
career for education, hous-

ing, migrant worker rights and 
child nutrition.

He made his own bid for 
the White House 1984, facing 
off against republican ron-
ald reagan. mondale picked 
US representative Geraldine 
Ferraro as his running mate, 
making him the first major-
party presidential nominee to 
put a woman on the ticket.

During his campaign, he in-
famously told voters to expect 
a tax increase if he won, which 
would later go on to define the 
race.

on election Day, mondale 
won only minnesota and the 
District of Columbia.

“i did my best,” he said the 
day after the vote.

mondale served as the US 
ambassador to Japan under 
Bill Clinton, and he sought to 
increase trade between the 
two countries.

He kept up his relationship 
with the Clintons and in 2008 
initially endorsed Hillary Clin-
ton for president. He changed 
his endorsement once Barack 
obama secured the nomina-
tion.

mondale married his wife, 
Joan adams mondale, in 1955. 
The couple had three chil-
dren: sons Ted and William, 
and daughter eleanor.

Ted and William followed 
their father into politics and 
public service, while eleanor 
became a broadcast journal-
ist.

Joan died in 2014 after an 
extended illness, and eleanor 
died in 2011 from brain can-
cer. AFP

pakistan pm Khan battles fallout in France blasphemy row
paKiSTaN prime minister imran Khan 
had hoped a fight over cartoons of the 
prophet mohammed would result in 
an easy win -- placating the ultra-
conservative quarters at home while 
being hailed as a defender of islam 
abroad.

The gamble seems to have backfired 
spectacularly.

For the past week, riots have again 
engulfed pakistan, with police officers 
killed and taken hostage, and the 
French embassy taking the “urgent” 
step of advising its citizens to leave the 
country.

Khan is now scrambling to keep 
order, months after launching a war 
of words with president emmanuel 
macron following the French leader’s 
defence of the magazine Charlie Heb-
do’s right to republish images of 
mohammed -- an act deemed blas-
phemous by many muslims.

When macron openly backed the 
magazine, Khan took up a crusade -- 
accusing the French leader of insult-
ing islam and using an address to the 
United Nations as an opportunity to 
lambast the West.

But rather than appease the religious 

right, Khan’s grievance appears only to 
have encouraged the extremists, with 
the radical Tehreek-e-labbaik pakistan 
(Tlp) -- the movement at the Service 
of the prophet -- calling for the expul-
sion of the French ambassador.

“i think the prime minister has real-
ised that appeasing the radical forces 
isn’t an easy task because when you 
try to please them they demand more 
and more,” security analyst amir rana 
told aFp.

“So far he has failed to maintain the 
balance.”

- Protests turn violent -
Few issues resonate in islamic paki-

stan quite like blasphemy, where the 
publication of the cartoons in europe 
has long stoked outrage.

“No pakistani politician or military 
dictator has or is going to challenge 
the idea that the honour and the sanc-
tity of islam and the prophet, and his 
person in particular, are not impor-
tant to them,” said political analyst 
mosharraf Zaidi.

“any time that the prime minister is 
representing that view, it’s one that has 
salience in the pakistani mainstream.”

Khan’s rhetoric coincided with a 
wave of Francophobia that prompted 
a nationwide boycott of French goods, 
and upstart party Tlp sent its support-
ers into the streets.

The outrage quickly boiled over into 

violence.
in September, a pakistani national 

stabbed two people outside Charlie 
Hebdo’s former office in paris just days 
after Khan railed against islamopho-
bia at the UN general summit.

The assailant later admitted to being 
inspired by the likes of Khadim rizvi, 
the late leader of the Tlp.

The protests in pakistan reached a 
violent climax in November when the 
group laid siege to the capital, islam-
abad, sparking days of fighting.

The violence only ended after Khan’s 
government allegedly agreed to a deal 
with the Tlp that would see the French 
ambassador booted out after receiv-
ing parliamentary approval.

- TLP banned -
But last week, the Tlp said the gov-

ernment had reneged on the agree-
ment -- a deal officials have been 
vague about -- and its new leader Saad 
rizvi called for a march on islamabad, 
to take place on Tuesday.

When his arrest was met with 
nationwide rioting, Khan’s govern-
ment retaliated by officially banning 
the Tlp -- effectively labelling them a 
terrorist outfit.

“No one can be above the law and 
the constitution,” tweeted Khan over 
the weekend, where he also called for 
Western nations to outlaw blasphe-
mous speech.

But even then he hedged his bets, 
suggesting he sympathised with their 
ideology, if not their methods.

Banning the Tlp may have little 
impact, however, as other religious 
parties have now thrown their support 
behind the group.

“The pakistani state has, over dec-
ades, actively fostered the ideology 
that led to the Tlp and that leads 
many in the population to sympathise 
with the Tlp,” said madiha afzal, a 
Brookings institution fellow.

“Khan attempted to try to thread 
this needle in his tweets about the 
group... but it is a tough line to walk: 
not disavowing the group’s ideology 
and demands while taking action.”

Khan appears to have few easy 
options -- crack down even harder on 
a group claiming to defend islam and 
risk sparking a wider confrontation in 
the deeply religious country.

or, the government can accede to 
some of the Tlp’s demands and 
embolden religious fanatics to con-
tinue using violence in the future as a 
potent bargaining chip.

“There is no doubt there is a bind,” 
said Zaidi.

“pakistan has to certainly manage 
its relationship not just with France 
and other nations and the rest of the 
world but it must also be seen to be 
responsive to the sentiments of paki-
stani muslims.” AFP

Former US Vice President Walter Mondale (pictured September 2013) died at age 93. AFP

Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan’s gamble seems to have backfired spectacularly. 
AFP

Former US vice president mondale dies
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T
he Ministry of health has set 
up five inspection teams for 
COViD-19 prevention and 
control measures, including 

vaccinations, in the southwest from 
april 18-30.

The teams will visit CanTho and the 
provinces of KiênGiang, Vinh long, 
ĐongTháp, long an, an Giang, Tien-
Giang, Ben Tre, Trà Vinh, hauGiang, 
Bacliêu, Cà Mau and SócTrang.

On april 18, a team led by Minis-
ter of health Nguyen Thanh long 
travelled to KiênGiang province to 
meet the local Steering Committee 
for COViD-19 prevention and Con-
trol and checked activity at the in-
ternational border gate and stations, 
quarantine areas, and a health centre 
in hàTiên city.

Speaking at the meeting, hàVan-
phúc, head of the province’s Depart-
ment of health, said that COViD-19 
prevention and control at the bor-
der has been very stressful because 
neighbouring countries are seeing 
an increase in cases.     

The province is at high risk of com-
munity transmission, phúc said.

The control of migration through 
trails, border crossings and the sea is 
difficult, he added.

The province has already found 
142 illegal immigrants.

The working conditions for soldiers at 
border stations are also difficult as they 
have to ensure strict control of migrants 
via the border and sea, he said.  

all COViD-19 patients who enter 
the province are brought to hàTiên 
District health Centre for treatment, 
he said, adding that the centre is 
small and can treat only 30 patients.

phúc said the ministry should allow 
the province to set up a field hospi-
tal. The next day, on april 19, Choray 
hospital in hCM City sent a team 
including 13 medical officials to the 

province to help set up the field hos-
pital and COViD-19 prevention and 
control activities.

The province has three COViD-19 
testing machines with the maximum 
capacity of 600 samples per day, but 
this number does not ensure rapid 
tracing as the ministry has required, 
he added.  

phúc said the ministry should give 
priority to providing two more real-
time reverse transcription polymerase 
chain reaction machines and other 
items related to COViD-19 tests.

Moreover, the province needs 20,000 
rapid tests for COViD-19 diagnosis and 
10 million pairs of medical gloves.

phúc also suggested that the min-

istry should give priority to providing 
COViD-19 vaccines in the next phase 
of the national vaccination drive.

Minister of health Nguyen Thanh 
long said that the province should 
prepare for worst-case scenarios if 
COViD breaks out again.

prevention and control of ille-
gal migrants via the border and sea 

should be strengthened, long said, 
adding that communication to en-
courage local people to become col-
laborators in COViD-19 prevention 
and control should be enhanced.

he told the hCM City pasteur insti-
tute and relevant agencies to help the 
province upgrade its testing capacity. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

party leader lauds outgoing US ambassa-
dor’s contributions to Viet Nam-US ties
parTy General Secretary Nguy-
enphúTrung hosted a recep-
tion for outgoing US ambas-
sador to Viet Nam Daniel 
Kritenbrink in hàNoion Thurs-
day, during which the Vietnam-
ese leader recognised the dip-
lomat’s contributions to the 
increasingly practical and 
effective development of the 
comprehensive partnership 
between Viet Nam and the 
US.

he affirmed Viet Nam’s exter-
nal policy of independence, 
self-reliance, peace, friendship, 
cooperation, development, 
multilateralisation and diversi-
fication of foreign relations, 
and active international inte-
gration, adding that Viet Nam 
hopes to further strengthen the 
Viet Nam-US comprehensive 
partnership.

The party chief asked the 
ambassador to convey his grat-
itude to US president Joe Biden 
for his congratulations on the 
Vietnamese leader’s re-election 
as the General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Com-
munist party of Viet Nam.

Through the ambassador, he 
invited the US president to 
visit Viet Nam soon. he 

expressed his belief that the 
Viet Nam-US relationship will 
be further developed in an 
effective and practical manner 
in the working tenure of presi-
dent Biden.

For his part, Kritenbrink 
lauded the dynamic develop-
ment of Viet Nam as well as the 
country’s positive role, position 
and contributions in regional 
and global issues.

he said he believed that with 
strategic, capable and practical 
leaders, Viet Nam will continue 
to make stronger steps for-
wards. The diplomat thanked 
leaders of the party, State, min-
istries, and sectors of Viet Nam 
for supporting and coordinat-
ing with him so that he can 
complete his mission.  

Showing delight at the posi-
tive, practical and effective 
expansion of Viet Nam-US rela-
tions over the years, he reaf-
firmed that the US attaches 
importance to and hopes to 
further deepen the compre-
hensive partnership with Viet 
Nam in all fields on the basis of 
mutual respect for each other’s 
independence, sovereignty, 
territorial integrity and politi-
cal institution.

The ambassador showed 
optimism about the prospects 
of bilateral ties in the future, 
pledging that in any position, 
he will continue to make con-
tributions to the growth of the 

Viet Nam-US relationship.
US president Joe Biden three 

weeks ago announced his 
intent to nominate Kritenbrink 
to serve as assistant Secretary 
of State for east asian and 

pacific affairs, according to the 
White house’s website.

Daniel Kritenbrink has been 
US ambassador to Viet Nam 
since 2017. VIET NAM NEWS/ ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Ministry of health sets up five inspection 
teams for COViD-19 control in southwest

Party General Secretary NguyenPhúTrung (right) talks to outgoing US Ambassador to Viet Nam Daniel 
Kritenbrink during the reception on Thursday in HàNoi. VNA/VNS/ ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Surat Thani 
orders resi-
dents to wear 
masks or face 
Bt20,000 fine

Surat thani Governor 
WichawutJinto has ordered 
all residents and travellers 

in the province to wear sanitary or 
cloth masks when in public or face 
a fine of up to Bt20,000.

he order issued on Monday 
takes effect from tuesday.

“the Surat thani Committee 
for Communicable Disease has 
agreed to enforce the order as the 
Covid-19 situation in the province 
is escalating, with the number 
of infected people rising,” the 
announcement said.

“under this order, every person 
must wear a sanitary or cloth 
face mask when leaving their 
residences.”

those who disobey the order 
will be in violation of Section 51 of 
the Communicable Disease act 
BE 2558, which is punishable by a 
maximum fine of Bt20,000.

On Monday Surat thani repor-
ted 47 new confirmed patients of 
Covid-19, driving the number of 
accumulated cases in the province 
since the new wave in late March 
to 210 patients, while only 7 per-
sons have been discharged. THE 

NATION /THAILAND /ASIA NEWS NETWORK

On April 18, a team led by Minister of Health Nguyen Thanh Long travelled to KiênGiang Province to check COVID-19 prevention and control measures including vaccinations. 
VNA/VNS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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S
iNCE  the  second  quarter  of  
2020  until  today,  schools 
have  been  periodically  
closed  and  opened,  hospi-

tals have  been  overwhelmed  with  
Covid-19  patients, causing public  
health  crises  in  many  parts  of  the  
globe, global  economies  have  been  
severely  impacted,  and lives  have  
been  lost.

The  World  Health  Organisation  
(WHO)  has  poured  its resources  in  
all  fronts  to  handle  the  global  pan-
demic. Countries  around  the  world  
have  been  trying  their best  to  cope  
with  Covid-19  and  to  contain  the  
pandemic.

Overall,  2020  has  been  a  great  
year  for  Cambodia  in terms  of  cop-
ing  with  and  managing  the  pan-
demic. However,  the  third  wave  of  
the  pandemic,  which  started in  the  
beginning  of  the  first  quarter  of  
2021,  particularly on  February  20,  
has  hit  Cambodia  hard. The  third  

wave  has  forced  the  government  to  
take  various necessary  and  propor-
tionate  measures,  including target-
ed  regional  lockdown,  travel  
restrictions,  and imposing  curfew  
in  the  capital. 

among  these  measures, the gov-
ernment,  through  the  Ministry of  
post  and  Telecommunications,  has 
rolled  out  a  contact  tracing  app  
called  StopCovid (stopcovid.gov.kh).  
Data  is  important  for  making  the 
right decisions.  The  government  
highly  values  digitalisation  and its  
effectiveness.  This  app  has  been  
very  effective in assisting  the  gov-
ernment  to  contain  the  spread  of 
Covid-19.  it  does  not  completely  
stop  the  pandemic, but  it is  one  of  
the  government’s  effective  tools,  in  
addition  to other  measures.

Unfortunately,  in  the  midst  of  
the  public  health  crisis in  the  
country,  Human  right  Watch  
(HrW)  has  decided to politicise  the  
situation  and  demonise  the  Stop-
Covid app  through  an  article on  its  
website on  april  6.

This  is  absolutely  out  of  line. 

Many  countries  in  the  world  have  
implemented  similar digital  strate-
gies  via  such  contact  tracing  apps. 
For instance,  Canada  has  arrive-
Can,  Thailand  has  MorChana, and  
Singapore  has  TraceTogether. 

More  than  that, the  UN  Depart-
ment  of  Economics  and  Social 
affairs,  in  its  publication  called  
“Compendium  of Digital  Govern-
ment  initiatives  in  response  to  the 
Covid-19  pandemic  2020”,  has  
praised  a  long  list  of countries,  
including  many  from  Southeast  
asia,  for leveraging  digitalisation  in  
response  to  the  pandemic. 

These  countries  are  using  similar  
apps, if  not  exactly  the  same,  to  
the  StopCovid  app  that the Cambo-
dian telecoms ministry has  imple-
mented. The  government is  striving  
every  single  day  to  serve  and pro-
tect  the  Cambodian  people  against  
this  deadly  disease.

UNESCO,  on  april  6  placed Cam-
bodia  among  the  17  countries  in  
the  world  to  prioritise vaccination  
for  teachers.  But  Cambodian  peo-
ple continue  to  suffer  directly  and  

indirectly  from  Covid-19 as  we  
speak. 

Through  its  press  release  on  
april  10,  WHO  warned  of  impend-
ing  disaster,  unless  people act  
responsibly.  The country  is  in  need  
of  any  support  it  can  get.  The gov-
ernment respects  WHO  recommen-
dations  and  follows  best practices  
and  adopts  effective  measures  
implemented in  other  countries. 

if  HrW  wants  to  support  the 
Cambodian  people’s  right  to  life  
and  right  to  health, it  must  stop  its  
malicious  political  acts  and  start 
doing  the right  thing.  For  instance,  
Cambodia  needs  vaccines. HrW  
should  appeal  to  companies  to  
donate  to  COVaX so that  the  vac-
cines  can  be  provided  to  develop-
ing  countries as  soon  as  possible,  
in  order  to  save  lives  and  to quick-
ly  stop  this  pandemic.  There  is  so  
much  more that  HrW  can  do  to  
help.  So  stop  playing  political 
theater and  start  saving  lives.

The writer is adviser  to  the  Ministry  of  Post  
and  Telecommunications

Human Rights Watch is out of line

Opinion
Sothea  Nim

UNESCO has  placed Cambodia  among  the  17  countries  in  the  world  to  prioritise vaccination  for  teachers. Hean Rangsey
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Drone-to-door delivery services: Futuristic 
fantasy or the next big thing in the Boreys?
Hong Raksmey

T
HE use of drones for dispa-
rate and varied purposes re-
lated to filming, photography 
and even farming is already a 

widespread and well-established phe-
nomenon in Cambodia. 

Now that these flying gadgets have 
become powerful enough to carry 
packages with them while in flight 
the possibility of home deliveries via 
drone has arrived.     

in a video that was widely shared 
this past week on Facebook, we see 
a shot of a drone flying over phnom 
penh’s suburban rooftops with a black 
plastic bag hanging underneath it 
from a metre-long rope. 

The drone lands on a rooftop and a 
woman in pajamas emerges and un-
hooks the bag from it. Moments later 
the drone lifts off again into the air 
and flies back in the direction from 
whence it came. 

along with the video, an entrepre-
neur began “advertising” a drone de-
livery service through his Facebook 
account with the pitch: “Stay safe from 
Covid! Our drones can deliver a box of 
instant noodles to your sister in Borey 
New World Chamkar Dong!” 

“One dollar per delivery within Bo-
rey New World. You must provide a 
specific address for us to deliver to 
because our drones rely on maps to 
navigate. Don’t forget to spray your 
package with alcohol when it arrives 
for guaranteed protection!

“For deliveries outside of Borey New 
World we have a 5km range in any di-
rection but we charge an extra fee.  No 
more than 5km distance -- or i’ll lose my 
drone and you’ll lose your package!” 

The drone delivery video went viral 
among Khmer Facebook users, who 
have now viewed it 86k times and shared 
it over 5k times in just a few days. 

people marvelled in the video’s 
comments section at the notion of 
drones delivering packages in Cam-
bodia, a country that is developing 
rapidly in the 21st century but is still 
a far cry from what most consider fully 
“modern” -- never mind the notion of 
Cambodia being a place that could be 
described as “futuristic”.

Though drone delivery seems like 

it would be the perfect fit for both the 
Covid-19 era and particularly handy 
now while the city undergoes a period 
of extended lockdown, the business 
isn’t a real going concern yet -- at least 
not presently. 

The video was staged for entertain-
ment purposes and the business is 
only in the dreams of the man behind 
it all. 

rum Buntith who piloted the de-
livery drone and posted the video to 
Facebook confirmed to The post that 
“For now it’s all just a fantasy, it’s not a 
real business.” 

“i just wanted to propose the con-
cept to the public and make people 
think about the advantages of it, and i 
also wanted to make something funny 
to entertain people on social media 
during the lockdown,” said Buntith, 
34, who produced the video in Borey 
New World Chomkar Dong, where he 

also resides.
Buntith did not expect that Cam-

bodian people would be this curious 
about drone delivery, but apparently 
under the present circumstances 
where they can’t go outside or go about 
their lives normally, the public had 
some extra time to take notice.

“i’m so happy to see this reaction 
and i’m proud that it was my idea. i 
taught myself how to fly drones and 
i now have about two years of ex-
perience under my belt,” said Bun-
tith, who studied at the University of 
Health Sciences and has always loved 
new technology. 

Buntith, who currently makes a liv-
ing as the owner of a restaurant in 
phnom penh, said that his drone is a 
DJi pHaNTOM 4 that can fly 5-8km 
and reach an altitude of 500m. 

it is equipped with 6 sensors that it 
can use to fly on autopilot to prevent 

crashes and it has an automatic “go 
home” feature that is triggered if the 
pilot loses connection to it or if any 
other problems occur while it is flying.

One big reason that drone delivery 
isn’t a viable business opportunity im-
mediately despite the circumstances 
with Covid-19 and the advantages 
drones would have during the pan-
demic is that many areas of phnom 
penh have been designated as no-
drone zones.

The Ministry of interior last year ex-
pressed their concerns about unregu-
lated drones being a risk to national 
security, and they drafted a sub-de-
cree to regulate the operation of un-
manned aerial vehicles.

as an experienced drone user who is 
familiar with the regulations, Buntith 
said that “according to Cambodian law, 
we’re not allowed to fly drones anywhere 
even though drones have the ability to 
receive a signal alerting it every time it 
approaches a no-fly zone so that it turns 
back, such as near the airport.” 

“Under the law drones are totally 
banned in phnom penh unless you 
have ministry permission first,” Bun-
tith said.

The public interest and enthusiasm 
shown for Buntith’s fantasy business 
concept might provide the motiva-
tion and initiative to someday pave 
the way for changes to regulations in 
aero-transportation in the Kingdom. 

Technology in the 21st century is 
constantly developing and improving 
-- and drones are no exception. 

Globally, experts predict an increase 
in drone usage over the next decade 
for everything from grocery deliveries 
to deadly warfare -- with drone units 
on the ground at and at sea -- along 
with the flying drones already in use 
by dozens of nation’s military forces. 

it is therefore likely that Cambodia 
will eventually have to loosen drone 
restrictions or at least allow for busi-
nesses with the proper permits or 
licenses to operate drones within 

phnom penh’s borders sooner or later 
-- and on an ongoing basis -- rather 
than issuing case-by-case permits 
every time a drone somewhere in the 
city needs to take to the skies.

right now, particularly with the 
pandemic lockdown in place, drone 
delivery in Cambodia would be a use-
ful and viable service. Buntith fully 
expects to see this happen in the near-
future even after Covid-19 is just a fad-
ing memory. 

“Of course, i’m certain a future full 
of drones will be happening because 
already helicopters with cameramen 
riding in them have become obsolete 
given that drones can take those aerial 
shots so much cheaper. 

“Think about it: To get that shot you 
used to have to charter a helicopter 
flight! Now, an off-the-shelf drone can 
do it for a few hundred dollars maybe. 
That’s the kind of efficiency drones 
can bring -- in many other areas be-
yond just filming -- and it can’t be ig-
nored forever,” Buntith says.  

across the ocean in the USa, the on-
line retailing giant amazon -- as well 
as global shipping companies such as 
United parcel Service (UpS) and Fed-
eral Express -- are all actively testing 
drone deliveries in some markets. 

and here in Southeast asia, Food-
panda is working with ST Engineering 
to trailblaze drone deliveries in Singa-
pore for 2021 and beyond. 

Maybe it won’t be today, tomorrow 
or next month for the drone revolu-
tion to occur in Cambodia -- but Bun-
tith says he feels certain that the smart 
bet will be on more and better drones 
operating here as well over the long 
term and also probably sooner than 
people think. 

His viral drone delivery video has 
shown that the Cambodian public 
seems to agree with Buntith’s analysis. 
Drones are going to be a great busi-
ness opportunity in the future -- and 
the only question is how far distant 
that future might be. 

A drone flying over Phnom Penh’s suburban rooftops with a black plastic bag hanging underneath it from a metre-long rope was widely shared this past week on Facebook. Photo supplied

A drone flying over Phnom Penh’s suburban rooftops with a black plastic bag hanging underneath it from a metre-long rope was widely 
shared this past week on Facebook. Photo supplied
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Female hogs
  5 Not be frugal
 10 Tandoor-baked bread
 14 Mormons settled it
 15 The “V” in VCR
 16 Maroon’s home
 17 Pins and needles case
 18 ___ a high note
 19 Finish third
 20 Expressing sarcasm, in a way
 23 Nautical journal
 24 Caesar’s 3
 25 Organized criminals
 28 Taking into custody
 32 Watch vest pocket
 35 Operatic song
 37 Spinks who beat Ali
 38 Grayish-violet
 40 Features of most pro baseball 

games
 43 Memorable soprano Lehmann
 44 Mystery board game
 45 Adjust, as a motor
 46 USNA grad
 47 Get from a parent
 50 NY summer time

 51 Low digit
 52 “___ whiz!”
 54 Odets play
 63 First name in jazz
 64 Black-and-white outfit
 65 Cover the road
 66 A less-than-average tide
 67 Glitterati, e.g.
 68 Train in a celebrated Duke  

Ellington song
 69 “Beloved” author Morrison
 70 Pine product
 71 Mongolian tent
DOWN
  1 Litigious one
  2 Director Preminger
  3 Make high-pitched, whiny noises
  4 Con artist’s accomplice
  5 Evil hypnotist of fiction
  6 Engine knock
  7 Caribbean taro
  8 Light on Broadway
  9 Fatigued
 10 American-born Japanese
 11 Far from ruddy
 12 Cosmetic additive
 13 Headline material
 21 Charged particle

 22 S, for Socrates
 25 Type of tree
 26 Hunter in the night sky
 27 Posts on a ship’s deck
 29 Remove from the game
 30 Goblin or bugbear
 31 Acquire, as debt
 32 Bach composition
 33 Microwaves, e.g.
 34 Hemmed in
 36 Take steps
 39 Pantry pest
 41 German poet Heinrich
 42 Increase or enhance
 48 Like some regions
 49 Golf bag item
 51 African ruminant
 53 Ineffective, as a threat
 54 Monthly expense, for many
 55 It melts in your mouth
 56 “___ of the Cave Bear”
 57 Raconteur’s offering
 58 Geishas’ sashes
 59 Arboreal monkey
 60 Home to Mount Konahuanui
 61 “___ the Rainbow”
 62 Not on the rocks

“WAVING?” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution

Lifestyle

indian snack spins 
feminist success story
T

HE fairytale success 
of lijjat papad -- a 
multi-million-dollar 
venture founded by 

seven women in a crowded 
Mumbai tenement in 1959 
with seed capital of 80 rupees 
($1.10) -- belies its revolution-
ary feminist aspirations.

The cooperative employs 
45,000 women across india, 
offering them a job for life as 
“co-owners” of the enterprise, 
whose wafer-thin snacks -- 
known locally as papads and as 
papadums in the West -- have 
become a byword for good 
business and female empower-
ment in a patriarchal country.

life at lijjat’s 82 branches 
begins early, with women lin-
ing up before dawn to drop 
off finished products, pick up 
freshly prepared lentil dough, 
and head home.

That’s when the work shifts 
into high gear, as they deftly 
stretch and roll out the dough -- 
flecked with cumin seeds and 
black pepper -- into small flat 
rounds that are then left to dry.

The job relies on skill but 
doesn’t require formal educa-
tion, opening up opportuni-
ties for multitudes of indian 
women to become financially 
independent.

That is a huge accomplish-
ment in a country where fe-
male workforce participation 
-- never high to begin with -- 
has been declining for years, 
plunging from 34 to 20 percent 
in the two decades to 2019, ac-
cording to the international 
labour Organization. 

as a young bride aged 24, 

Darshana pundalik parab fret-
ted about managing household 
expenses with her husband’s 
meagre salary, realising that 
her employment prospects as 
a school dropout were dire.

Then she heard about lijjat.
Not only did the cooperative 

have a job for her, it allowed 
thousands of housewives like 
her to work from home, no 
questions asked.

in the 35 years that followed, 
parab was able to keep earn-
ing while raising three boys.

“it was difficult when the 
kids were small, to watch over 
them and do the job,” said 
parab, recounting the early 
years when she kept one eye 
on her sons, and the other on 
the papads.

The extra cash was welcome, 
she told aFp, relaying her pride 
in being able to pay her chil-
dren’s school fees and teach 
them crucial life lessons.

“My sons know that there is 
no such thing as women’s work,” 
she said, adding that her young-
est, 27, still chips in to help pre-
pare the crunchy snacks.

Humble beginnings
lijjat’s commitment to 

women’s empowerment re-
flects its inconspicuous begin-
nings, when seven housewives 
gathered on a Mumbai rooftop 
one sunny morning to prepare 
four packets of papads.

They ran the business on a 
shoestring budget, with annu-
al sales in 1959 amounting to 
just over 6,000 rupees, a frac-
tion of their current revenue.

Every woman is paid ac-

cording to her production 
capacity and role in the or-
ganisation, with parab earn-
ing around 12,000 rupees a 
month on average.

Men are only hired as shop as-
sistants, drivers or errand boys.

“Some of our women earn 
more than their husbands 
-- and their families respect 
them for it,” said lijjat presi-
dent Swati ravindra paradkar.

paradkar was just 10 years 
old when her father died at 
37, leaving the family’s fi-
nances in precarious shape.

Every morning before 
school, she would help her 
mother -- who was part of the 
cooperative -- make papads.

“i found it very hard... espe-
cially during vacations, when 
my friends would all be out play-
ing and i would have to work,” 
paradkar, now 61, told aFp.

She persevered, eventually 
joining the cooperative full-
time and becoming its presi-
dent, thanks to a policy that 
sets lijjat apart from other 
businesses.

“We believe that only some-
one who can roll out papads can 
become president,” she said.

Bollywood calling
although the coronavi-

rus pandemic slashed sales 
by nearly a fifth according 
to early estimates, paradkar 
said there had been no lay-
offs, with staff even receiving 
modest salary hikes.

The cooperative has ex-
panded into other categories, 
including chapatis and laun-
dry detergent, but the papad 
remains its flagship product, 
sold across india and in for-
eign markets from Singapore 
to the United States.

The inexpensive snack -- a 
100-gram (3.5-ounce) packet 
costs 31 rupees -- is even 
making the leap to the silver 
screen, with lijjat’s story now 
the subject of a Bollywood 
film under production.

“people will be able to learn 
something from it,” said Usha 
Juvekar, who has been part of 
the cooperative for 15 years.

“if everyone in this country 
cared as much about women 
as lijjat does, we would make 
so much more progress,” she 
told aFp. AFP

The fairytale success of Lijjat Papad -- a multi-million-dollar venture 
founded by seven women in a crowded Mumbai tenement in 1959 with 
seed capital of 80 rupees (1.10 USD) -- belies its revolutionary feminist 
aspirations. AFP

In this photograph taken on March 8, 2021, members of Shri Mahila Griha Udyog, the organisation that pro-
duces the famous Lijjat Papad, weighs papadums at one of the organisation’s facilities in Mumbai. AFP
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p
lans for a super 
league announced by 
12 of European foot-
ball’s most powerful 

clubs plunged the game into 
an unprecedented crisis on 
Monday as the UK govern-
ment threatened to invoke 
competition law to block a 
breakaway.

six premier league teams -- 
liverpool, Manchester United, 
arsenal, Chelsea, Manchester 
City and Tottenham Hotspur 
-- joined forces with spanish 
giants real Madrid, Barcelona 
and atletico Madrid as well 
as italian trio Juventus, inter 
Milan and aC Milan to launch 
the competition.

They plan to leave the UE-
Fa-sanctioned Champions 
league and start their new 
tournament “as soon as pos-
sible”, with plans for three 
more founding members to 
join and five other clubs to be 
invited annually.

The competition threat-
ens to completely upturn 
the world’s biggest sport and 
leaves the prestigious Cham-
pions league -- itself the fruit 
of the last major shake-up in 
European football in 1992 -- 
facing an uncertain future.

Britain’s culture secretary Ol-
iver Dowden said the English 
clubs could find themselves 
subject to a formal review 
under British anti-trust law, 
which prevents the formation 
of monopolies or corporate 
cartels. 

“We will put everything on 
the table to prevent this from 
happening,” the minister 
said, vowing a “very robust re-
sponse”.

The breakaway announce-
ment came just hours be-

fore UEFa announced a new 
format for the Champions 
league, which had been con-
ceived to placate the conti-
nent’s biggest clubs.

- Champions League reform 
-

European football’s govern-
ing body is pressing ahead 
with the new format from 2024 
onwards, which will see the 
number of clubs involved in-
crease from 32 to 36 with each 
team guaranteed 10 games.

UEFa president aleksand-
erCeferin lashed out at the 
breakaway plan, calling it a 
“disgraceful self-serving pro-
posal from a select few clubs 
purely fuelled by greed”.

The slovenian added that 
European member associa-
tions were “all united against 
this nonsensical project” and 
said players involved would 
not be allowed to play for na-
tional teams, effectively ban-
ning them from taking part 
in European Championships 
and World Cups.

However, organisers of the 
super league said they would 
file a motion “before the rel-
evant courts” to stop players 
being banned and “ensure the 
seamless establishment and 
operation” of the competition, 
according to a letter seen by 
aFp, addressed to Ceferin and 
FiFa chief Gianni infantino.

The breakaway league is be-
ing backed by Us investment 
bank JpMorgan, which con-
firmed to aFp that it was “fi-
nancing the deal”.

The founding clubs will 
share 3.5 billion euros ($4 
billion, £3 billion) for infra-
structure investment and to 
offset pandemic costs, and are 

expected to receive a further 
10 billion euros in “solidarity 
payments” over the life of the 
initial commitment -- much 
more than in the current 
Champions league.

The 15 eventual founders 
will be guaranteed to play 
each year in a competition 
intended to take place in mid-
week, allowing clubs in theory 
to continue participating in 
domestic leagues.

“One thing i understand 
and that people think is not 
right is the competitiveness,” 
said liverpool manager Jur-
genKlopp, who confirmed he 
was not consulted on the pro-
posals.

- Bayern not in favour -

The absence of French 
and German teams from the 
founding members is notable, 
despite Bayern Munich and 
Qatar-owned paris saint-Ger-
main reaching last season’s 
Champions league final.

Bayern have distanced 
themselves from the project, 
with chairman Karl-Heinz 
rummenigge saying: “We are 
convinced that the current 
structure in football guaran-
tees a reliable foundation.”

However, a source close to 
the 12 founding clubs told aFp 
“at least two French clubs” are 
set to be involved every year.

The reaction from fans and 
pundits across Europe has 
been furious.

“it’s the death of football... 

Football is based on the con-
cept of competitive balance, 
sporting competition and 
qualifying on merit,” Tim pay-
ton, head of the arsenal sup-
porters Trust, told aFp.

supporters from both leeds 
and liverpool protested out-
side Elland road ahead of 
Monday’s premier league 
match.

players have also voiced 
their disapproval.

“i can only say my personal 
opinion, i don’t like it and 
hopefully it doesn’t happen,” 
said James Milner, who cap-
tained liverpool on Monday.

- FIFA’s ‘disapproval’ -
Under the plan, two groups 

of 10 will play each other 

home and away, with the top 
three qualifying for the quar-
ter-finals. The fourth and fifth-
placed teams would play off 
for the two remaining spots.

Then the competition 
would adopt the same two-leg 
knockout format used in the 
Champions league before a 
single-leg final in May.

World governing body FiFa 
expressed its “disapproval” 
and called on all parties “to 
engage in calm, constructive 
and balanced dialogue”.

The premier league, the 
richest in Europe, issued a 
furious statement to say “the 
concept of a European super 
league would destroy” the 
dream that any team could 
“climb to the top and play 
against the best”.

The powerful European 
Club association said it 
“strongly opposes” the plans 
after its own chairman, Juven-
tus supremo andrea agnelli, 
stepped down.

Having been heavily in-
volved in negotiations with 
UEFa over a new Champions 
league format, agnelli came 
in for stinging criticism from 
Ceferin.

“i’ve never seen a person 
that would lie so many times, 
so persistently as he did. it’s 
unbelievable,” Ceferin said.

But real Madrid chief Flo-
rentino perez, who was an-
nounced as the first super 
league president, said the 
breakaway reflected the big 
clubs’ wishes.

“Football is the only global 
sport in the world with more 
than four billion fans and our 
responsibility as big clubs is to 
respond to their desires,” he 
said. AFP

Jose Mourinho: from ‘special One’ to trophy-less Tottenham tenure
JOsE Mourinho is one of Europe’s most 
successful club managers, but his tra-
jectory at Tottenham Hotspur tracked 
a wearily familiar arc of initial promise 
followed by bitter recrimination.

For the first time since the early 
years of his managerial career in por-
tugal, the self-declared “special One” 
leaves a club without silverware after 
he was sacked by spurs on Monday. 

The timing was a surprise coming 
less than a week before Tottenham 
have a chance to break their 13-year 
barren run, in sunday’s league Cup 

final against Manchester City. 
But notably, it came the day after the 

london club controversially set out 
its intent to join others in a breakaway 
European super league, with chair-
man Daniel levy unhappy at how 
spurs have become premiership also-
rans under Mourinho. 

Yet again, the famously outspoken 
58-year-old leaves under a shadow -- 
at odds with senior players, with the 
media, and with fans. 

a serial winner across Europe, 
Mourinho arrived at spurs 17 months 

ago with a point to prove after his 
reputation was tarnished by a more 
than two-year spell in charge of Man-
chester United.

Tottenham’s swashbuckling credo is 
“to dare is to do”. But fans hungry for 
success swallowed their initial misgiv-
ings over the appointment of a coach 
who was ruthlessly pragmatic in his 
style of play.

“it’s not important how we play. if 
you have a Ferrari and i have a small 
car, to beat you in a race i have to 
break your wheel or put sugar in your 
tank,” he had said in 2010.

While he claimed three trophies at 
Old Trafford, including the 2017 
Europa league, the end came with a 
dismal run of results and high-profile 
disagreements with players. 

Much the same dynamic had played 
out in previous spells at Chelsea and 
real Madrid, marked also by running 
feuds with opposition managers and 
the press, and a surly unwillingness to 
admit any shortcomings.

Despite brief periods of optimism this 
season at Tottenham, including beating 
United 6-1 at Old Trafford and briefly 
topping the premier league table, a bar-
ren 2021 has seen the team repeatedly 
squander winning positions.

- ‘Don’t call me arrogant’ -
after a brief and undistinguished 

playing career in portugal, Mourinho’s 

road to managerial success was paved 
by the arrival in 1992 of Englishman 
Bobby robson to take charge of sport-
ing lisbon. 

robson appointed the young sports 
science graduate as his interpreter, 
and Mourinho followed the former 
England manager to successive posi-
tions at porto and Barcelona, becom-
ing assistant coach.

By 2002, Mourinho had experience 
of the managerial hot-seat in his own 
right during spells at Benfica and 
Uniao de leiria. But it was at porto 
that his career truly took off.

in the first knockout round of the 
2003-04 Champions league, porto 
beat Manchester United with a last-
minute goal, and Mourinho 
announced himself on the European 
stage by running dramatically from 
his dug-out to celebrate wildly with 
his players.

The portuguese club went on to beat 
Monaco in the final, and Mourinho 
was now in the sights of Chelsea’s 
ambitious new owner, russian oli-
garch roman abramovich.

Mourinho paid short shrift to any 
notion that he might take time accli-
matising to England’s ferociously 
competitive footballing scene.

“please don’t call me arrogant, but 
i’m European champion and i think 
i’m a special one,” he said after taking 
over as Chelsea boss.

- The ‘Happy One’ -
He put abramovich’s billions to spec-

tacular use to end the arsenal-Man-
chester United duopoly, winning the 
premier league title in his first season 
and repeating the feat the following 
year before things turned sour.

next stop was inter Milan, who 
became the first italian side to com-
plete the treble of league, cup and 
Champions league.

at real Madrid, he tussled with pep 
Guardiola’s great Barcelona side, win-
ning the league title in 2012. But he 
failed to lead them to European glory, 
the benchmark of success for real.

in June 2013, Chelsea appointed 
Mourinho -- now the “Happy One” 
-- as manager for the second time. 

He won a third premier league title 
in his second season in charge, before 
a poor start to the next campaign cost 
him his job.

Even though he failed to win the 
league title at Manchester United, he 
still added the Europa league and the 
league Cup to United’s groaning tro-
phy cabinet, before falling out with 
senior squad members and the club’s 
directors.

and with his stormy time in north 
london also now cut brutally short, 
Mourinho is in unknown territory, a 
managerial failure for the first time 
since leaving portugal. AFP

‘self-serving’ super league opens unpre-
cedented conflict in European football

A banner in the stands bears a message against a proposed new European Super League during the match 
between Leeds United and Liverpool at Elland Road in Leeds on April 19, 2021. AFP

In this file photo taken on March 11, 2021 Tottenham Hotspur’s Portuguese head 
coach Jose Mourinho walks the touchline during the UEFA Europa League round of 16 
first leg football match between Tottenham Hotspur and Dinamo Zagreb. He was on 
April 19, 2021, sacked by the club. AFP



UEFA on Monday confirmed 
that a new format for the 
Champions League will be 
introduced from 2024 with the 
number of clubs in the group 
stage increasing from 32 to 36, 
despite an earlier announce-
ment that 12 major clubs were 
planning to break away and 
start a rival Super League.

The new format -- which will 
see all 36 clubs brought togeth-
er into one pool instead of the 
current system of four-team 
groups -- was approved at an 
executive committee meeting 
of European football’s govern-

ing body in Switzerland.
No announcement was 

made about how the four extra 
teams would qualify other 
than that one place would go 
to the fifth-ranked league in 
Europe, which is currently 
France.

The announcement came 
hours after news broke of a 
proposed breakaway Super 
League which was met with an 
acid response from UEFA pres-
ident AleksanderCeferin.

“I cannot stress more strong-
ly how everyone is united 
against this disgraceful, self-

serving proposals, fuelled by 
greed above all else,” said 
Ceferin.

“We are all united against 
this nonsense of a project. 
Cynical plan, completely 
against what football should 
be. We cannot and will not 
allow that to change.”

UEFA’s new-look Champions 
League will follow the so-
called ‘Swiss system’, more 
commonly associated with 
chess, with clubs split into four 
pots of nine for the draw based 
on UEFA coefficients.

Teams will play against 10 

different sides, with five games 
at home and five away.

At the end of this phase, the 
top eight sides will go through 
to the last 16, with the bottom 
12 eliminated.

Meanwhile, the sides finish-
ing between ninth and 24th 
position will play two-legged 
play-offs, with those between 
ninth and 16th drawn against 
a side finishing from 17th to 
24th.

The winners of those ties will 
complete the last-16 line-up, 
with the losers dropping into 
the Europa League. AFP
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Tuchel backs Chelsea to make ‘right 
decisions’ amid Super League fury
C

hELSEA manager Thomas 
Tuchel insists his club will 
make the “right decisions” 
over their role in the con-

troversial breakaway European Su-
per League.

The Blues were one of six premier 
League clubs to sign up to the wide-
ly criticised new tournament, which 
would see the participants leave the 
Champions League but not their do-
mestic competitions.

Manchester United, Manchester 
City, Liverpool, Tottenham and Ar-
senal are the other English teams 
involved.

Branded as a cynical money-grab 
and already triggering threats of 
legal action and bans, the Super 
League is one of the most explosive 
stories in football history.

As a Chelsea employee, Tuchel was 
placed in a difficult position when 
asked for his opinion on the incen-
diary scheme at a press conference 
on Monday ahead of Tuesday’s pre-
mier League clash with Brighton.

The German, hired in January to 
replace the sacked Frank Lampard, 
said it was too early to judge if the 
plan was a good idea, but insisted he 
trusted Chelsea owner roman Abra-
movich’s judgement.

“I’ve know since yesterday (Sun-
day) but I am here to be in the hard-
est competition, it’s why I came here, 
to play the toughest competitions in 
Europe,” Tuchel told reporters.

“As you know, I don’t get around 
the subjects around us. I was hoping 
to talk about Manchester City and 
Brighton but it’s not the case.

“I am part of this club and I trust 
this club to make the right deci-
sions. I think it’s too early to judge 
everything and it’s not my part. 

“On my badge it says that every-
one has to play their role. My role is 
to coach, be focused, and we’ve got 
another game tomorrow.”

- Call for calm -
Atletico Madrid, Barcelona, real 

Madrid, AC Milan Inter Milan and 
Juventus would also take part in the 
Super League, with other teams to 
be decided later.

The idea has been fuelled by lead-

ing clubs’ frustration at UEFA’s re-
fusal to give them more control and 
money from the Champions League.

Tuchel, who led paris Saint-Ger-
main to the Champions League final 
last season, called for calm as anger at 
the plan mounted across the world.

“Everyone wishes for a calm at-
mosphere and situation to have full 
focus. Do we have it? Maybe not. But 
it’s clearly our choice if we get influ-
ence, read too much about it, get 
lost in sports politics,” Tuchel said.

“There are a lot of comments, ar-
guments and opinions out there 
and I don’t want to get involved in it 
because I don’t know the details.”

With suggestions that players who 
take part in the Super League could 
be banned from the World Cup and 
European Championships, Tuchel 
conceded the row could be distract-
ing.

Asked if the club might speak to 
his squad, Tuchel said: “Maybe, yes, 
to help the situation so we aren’t im-

pacted in our preparations. 
“The players and me trust the club, 

we are employees. It’s best we don’t 
get involved in sports politics and 
this situation. It’s above our heads.

“hopefully we can stay calm, in-
fluence the players so they don’t get 
distracted, and hopefully we can 
bring the performance to tomor-
row’s game.”

The Chelsea Supporters’ Trust 
branded the plan as the “ultimate 
betrayal”, while there is a fans’ pro-

test planned ahead of Brighton’s 
visit to Stamford Bridge.

Caught in an awkward position that 
left him trying to appease his em-
ployers and the supporters, Tuchel 
said: “I clearly don’t have the right 
to speak for the fans. Everyone is old 
enough to form their opinion, have 
the right to speak up, and support. 

“how can I judge what the reaction 
of the supporters would be? I simply 
don’t know. I have trust in our club. 
Let’s get some more details.” AFP

UEFA announces new Champions 
League format to be introduced from 2024

In this file photo taken on March 15, 2019, the UEFA Champions league 
trophy is exhibited ahead of the draw for the Champions league 
quarter-final draw, at the House of European football in Nyon. AFP

Chelsea’s German head coach Thomas Tuchel gives an interview ahead of the English FA Cup semi-final football match between Chelsea and Manchester City at Wembley Sta-
dium in north west London on April 17, 2021. AFP
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