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Mom Kunthear

F
OLLOWING a request 
by Prime Minister 
Hun Sen, Minister 
of Health Mam Bun 

Heng issued a set of standard 
operating procedures (SOP) 
for treating Covid-19 patients 
who are asymptomatic or 
who only have minor illness 
from the virus at their homes 
rather than in hospitals.

The 15-page procedural doc-
ument released on April 7 pro-
vides comprehensive details 
regarding treatment at home 
for these patients, who con-
stitute the majority of Covid-
19 cases.

The document states that out 
of Cambodia’s over 3,000 con-
firmed Covid-19 cases, roughly 
80 per cent are asymptomatic 
or less-severe in nature.

Patients with minor illness-
es can be treated at home by 
health officials and medical 
volunteers who have under-
gone training on how to safely 
carry out such work, accord-
ing to the document.

“Treating Covid-19 patients 
separately at homes is an im-
portant measure to ease the 
burden of the pandemic on 
[Cambodia’s] medical system. 
Hospitals will then be in a bet-

ter position to admit and treat 
the minority of Covid-19 pa-
tients whose illnesses progress 
in severity to an emergency 
state,” the document notes.

The document states that 
based on the practical expe-
rience of the Khmer-Soviet 
Friendship Hospital it was 
estimated that five per cent 
of the Covid-19 patients who 
had been admitted to the 
hospital are in the intensive 
care unit, with another 15 per 
cent in the emergency care 
unit a step below that. 

The remaining 80 per cent 
only need to be monitored and 
have their condition periodi-
cally checked – a level of care 
that can be provided at home, 
the document explains. 

The procedures outlined 
define asymptomatic and 
less-severe patients as those 
with symptoms similar to a 
cold – like a runny nose, sore 
throat, muscle pains and a 
temperature under 38C. 

Those patients with cases 
ruled less-severe should also 
have an oxygen concentra-
tion of 95 per cent or better, 
a normal breathing rate of 
18-20 times per minute for 
adults and the document 

SOP issued 
for treating 
mild Covid 
ills at home 

Gov’t committed to long-haul Covid 
fight, PM says in New Year’s message
Mom Kunthear

PRIME Minister Hun Sen 
said the government is 
committed to maintain-
ing peace, political stability 
and macroeconomic stabil-
ity, as well as the well-being 
of the people to be safe from 
an ongoing pandemic that 
is jeopardising the people’s 
welfare.

He made the commitment 

in a written message to Cam-
bodians for the occasion of 
Khmer New Year which is 
celebrated next week.

He said Covid-19 has im-
pacted the health and liveli-
hoods of people in Cambodia 
and many other countries 
since 2020, even disrupting 
progress in the Kingdom’s 
national development.

“The Kingdom of Cam-
bodia, as well as countries 

around the world, has been 
globally affected by Covid-
19. The epidemic is severe 
and there are no signs of it 
diminishing,” he wrote.

“During this period, the 
Royal Government issued 
measures and controls for 
Covid-19, especially the No-
vember 3 and November 
28, 2020 community events, 
and February 20 commu-
nity event. The government 

is continuing to implement 
new measures to control and 
prevent the spread of Covid-
19,” he added.

He said Cambodia has 
been praised by the World 
Health Organisation and 
many other countries for 
having responded well and 
timely prevented the spread 
of the disease.

a woman goes for a stroll with her dog on a leash in front of decorations at the royal palace for Khmer New year. HEAN RANGSEY
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Voun Dara

THE aSEaN working group 
for senior law enforcement 
officials has agreed on terms 
of reference to be used in an 
aSEaN-wide extradition trea-
ty and engaged in a general 
discussion of the initial draft. 

it is estimated that it will 
take another two years for 
the working group to finish 
consultations on the treaty, 
which will then need to be 
ratified by each country in or-
der for it to take effect.

The purpose of the treaty is 
to increase cooperative crime 
prevention efforts within 
aSEaN and it would assist 
each nation’s law enforcement 
agencies in combating trans-
national organised crimes 
such as drug trafficking.

Discussion of the treaty took 
place in two virtual meetings 
chaired by Tanheang Davann, 
head of the Cambodian Minis-
try of Justice’s General Depart-
ment of Judiciary Develop-
ment, on april 6-7.

in a press release, the justice 
ministry outlined the agenda 
for the meeting which was 
mostly concerned with ham-
mering out preliminary for-
malities such as identifying 
terms of common reference 
and their definitions as well 
as official titles, descriptions 
of aSEaN member states and 
a preface.  

Ministry spokesman Chin 
Malin said on april 8 that the 
meeting was the first of many 
that would be held in order to 
prepare the aSEaN extradi-
tion treaty.

“it will take two years for the 
working group to conclude 
preparations for the treaty, but 
this meeting was a first step 
towards that goal,” he said. 

Malin said the purpose of 
creating the extradition treaty 
was to establish a model form 
for member states to rely on, 
but it will not have blanket 
enforcement across the whole 
aSEaN region. 

Kin phea, director of the 
royal academy of Cambodia’s 
international relations insti-
tute, said on april 8 that the 
matter was more complicated 
than it might appear because 
the legal and judicial systems 
of aSEaN member countries 
differed in many ways. He not-
ed, however, that the aSEaN 
draft treaty could still provide 
a common basis for negotiat-
ing such agreements.

“We’re really speaking about 
facilitating extradition treaties 
among aSEaN members on 
a bilateral basis – for example 
an extradition treaty between 
Cambodia and laos or between 
Cambodia and Vietnam.

“There is no common treaty 
planned for the whole region 
because that would be extreme-
ly complicated,” he said.

aSEaN group agree 
to extradition treaty 

Suspended workers get lifeline

Home treatment a must if hospitalisations rise

Long Kimmarita

T
HE Ministry of labour 
and Vocational Train-
ing has announced the 
provision of financial 

assistance to 6,303 workers sus-
pended from 34 factories and 
enterprises in the garment sec-
tor. The suspensions were due to 
global economic fallout caused 
by the Covid-19 pandemic.

The ministry said the Wing 
Specialised Bank would han-
dle the payments and SMS 
messages – alerting them that 
the money is available for 
pickup – will be sent to the 

mobile phone of each worker.  
“if you were suspended from 

one of the 34 factories or en-
terprises covered and you don’t 
receive the messages from 
Wing Bank, please contact the 
administrators at your factory 
for more information or to up-
date your phone number with 
them,” the ministry notice said.

Ministry spokesperson 
Heng Sour said as of March, 
the government had provided 
jobless workers in the sectors 
of garment and tourism with 
$26 million in cash assistance. 
Each worker had received 
monthly support payments 

of $70, with $40 coming from 
the government and another 
$30 provided by employers.  

Sour said that in 2020 there 
were 389,200 workers from 76 
factories and enterprises who 
were suspended from work for 
periods of varying duration.

Cambodian labour Confed-
eration president ath Thorn 
said the cash assistance had 
helped workers with their day-
to-day living expenses but was 
not sufficient to resolve their 
more pressing problems such 
as debt or to enable them to 
send money to their families.

“The government should 

create a reserve fund or an un-
employment insurance pro-
gramme like other countries 
have that would help those 
who have lost their jobs due to 
Covid-19, but also those who 
lose their jobs in more ordi-
nary circumstances.

“if the government has the 
funds, it should release them 
to help workers,” he said.

Thorn also requested the 
government provide full pay 
to workers in quarantine be-
cause a lot of them had their 
salaries cut or halved because 
it had delayed them from re-
turning to work.

Factory workers leaving for lunch at Chaom Chao commune in Por Sen Chey district.  heng chivoan

Tanheang Davann, director-general for Justice Development, during 
the meeting via video conference on Wednesday. justice ministry

Continued from page 1

recommends that hospitalisations con-
tinue for pregnant women and the el-
derly regardless of these immediate in-
dicators.

The health ministry’s procedures for 
hospitals in the document state that if 
70 to 80 per cent of hospital beds in the 
capital or any individual province are 
occupied, then the implementation of 

home treatment must begin in that par-
ticular region and thereafter they should 
reserve 20 to 30 per cent of hospital beds 
in order to admit patients whose illness 
cannot be treated at home. 

On april 8, the health ministry an-
nounced they had found 113 new cases 
of Covid-19 that can be traced back to 
the February 20 outbreak, with 103 of 
those in phnom penh. Four of the cases 
are Chinese nationals, the rest are Cam-

bodians. 
Two more patients have died from 

Covid-19. They were both men – ages 
42 and 68 – who were undergoing treat-
ment at hospitals in phnom penh.

as of april 8, Cambodia has recorded 
3,028 Covid-19 patients of whom 2,496 
are linked to the February 20 outbreak. 
a total of 1,915 patients have recovered, 
while 1,085 patients remain in treat-
ment. 24 patients have died.
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Continued from page 1

The government continues 
to take the utmost care to treat 
Covid-19 patients appropri-
ately by providing Covid-19 
vaccines to government offi-
cials, armed forces and peo-
ple at high risk of contracting 
the virus on a voluntary basis 
and free of charge, he said. 

The government has put in 
place the “three protections and 
three don’ts” and laws to pre-
vent the virus and other dan-
gerous, contagious diseases.

Hun Sen also highlighted do-
nations from, among others, 
the King, Queen Mother and 
government officials in the 
fight against Covid-19. More 
than $57 million has been do-
nated for purchasing vaccines.

The donations have be-
come a national movement 
to “protect the health of the 
people” and reflect the strong 
spirit of national unity and 

solidarity of the Cambodian 
people, he said.

“The government strongly 
believes that Cambodia will 
soon pass this difficult stage,” 
Hun Sen stressed.

although Cambodia has 
been severely hit by Covid-19, 
industry has continued to grow. 
There are more than 1,864 fac-
tories, mostly garment and 
footwear ones, and over 43,082 
small and medium-sized enter-
prises and cottage industries, 
which employ approximately 
1.5 million workers.

Kin phea, director of the roy-
al academy of Cambodia’s in-
ternational relations institute, 
said Hun Sen’s comments were 
key priorities for the govern-
ment, especially Covid-19.

“When it comes to peace and 
political stability, i think it is a 
key point as we see many coun-
tries in the region facing vola-
tile situations such as Thailand 
and Myanmar,” he said.

‘industry continues to 
grow despite Covid-19’

Holiday migrant numbers low
Mom Kunthear

T
HE number of mi-
grant workers cross-
ing the Cambodian- 
Thai border for the 

upcoming Khmer New Year 
holiday has dropped signifi-
cantly compared to previous 
years, as the current Covid-19 
situations in the two coun-
tries remain precarious, offi-
cials said.

in Battambang province, 
deputy governor Soeurm Bun-
rith said that less than 90 work-
ers are returning each day.

“During the same period 
last year, over 1,000 work-
ers returned [a day]. But this 
year, the number is less. it is 
very different from previous 
years,” he said on april 8, not-
ing that many workers might 
have returned due to the 
Covid-19 outbreak in Thai-
land early this year.

“Workers don’t return for 
the celebration because they 
know authorities will quaran-
tine them for 14 days,” he said, 
adding that 1,596 Cambodian 
migrant workers are currently 
in quarantine in Battambang. 

in Banteay Meanchey prov-
ince, deputy provincial gov-
ernor ros Sophany said the 
number of returning workers 
before the New Year holiday 
was also much lower com-
pared to previous years. 

“The number has decreased 
with only 50 to 100 migrant 
workers returning a day. in pre-
vious years, more than 100 mi-

grant workers a day returned 
during the New Year,” she said.

Sophany said that since 
February, over 30,000 workers 
had returned through Banteay 
Meanchey province. Now, 
however, none of them are 
allowed to return as the Thai 
government has banned entry 
during the current outbreak.

in Oddar Meanchey prov-
ince, deputy provincial gover-
nor Dy rado said the number 
of returning migrant workers 
had significantly decreased 
compared to the previous 
years, when between 300 and 
500 returned per day.

“Since the beginning of 

april, between 50 and 100 
workers have returned each 
day. it is very different from 
previous years,” he said.

pailin and preah Vihear prov-
inces are experiencing simi-
lar drops in people crossing 
the border. pailin has 10 to 20 
workers crossing a day and on 
some days there are no people. 
in preah Vihear the numbers 
are less with only four or five 
returning each day.

“in pailin, not many return 
for the New Year because some 
have jobs and some want 
to protect themselves from 
Covid-19. So, they don’t move 
back and forth,” provincial 

governor Ban Sreymom said.
preah Vihear provincial 

health department director 
Kong lo said the reason some 
workers are not returning is 
they have heeded prime Min-
ster Hun Sen’s message that 
urged them not to do so.

in deterring migrant work-
ers from returning to prevent 
the spread of the coronavirus, 
Hun Sen and health minister 
Mam Bun Heng have warned 
that returnees who show 
Covid-19 symptoms will be 
quarantined upon their re-
turn at the border while those 
in good health will be isolated 
in their community.

Workers returning from Thailand en route to a quarantine centre in Banteay Meanchey province. supplied

Officials visit people in quarantine in Phnom Penh. HONG MeNeA
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

THE Mondulkiri provincial 
administration told local 
authorities to prevent en-
croachment on state land af-
ter an area reserved for a new 
airport project in O’raing 
district’s Sen Monorom com-
mune and some parts of the 
Keo Seima Wildlife Sanctuary 
were illegally cleared.

Deputy provincial gover-
nor Cheak Mengheang said a 
joint force inspected the loca-
tions after it came to light that 
residents in the commune 
had been encouraged to grow 
illegal marijuana there. The 
airport project covers a total 
area of 600ha.

“The provincial gover-
nor has ordered that border 
markers be installed at the 
boundary of the airport con-
struction development proj-
ect and Keo Seima Wildlife 
Sanctuary,” he said.

O’raing village chief Ung 
Serey Vuthy that in the Keo 
Seima sanctuary, some vil-
lagers and newcomers had 
encroached on the protected 
forest land since the begin-
ning of March when police 
forces were occupied in the 
fight against Covid-19.

“Newcomers came to buy 
land from some villagers. 
after selling it, some of them 
started living on the com-

munity forest land and in the 
Keo Seima Wildlife Sanctu-
ary and built houses there,” 
he said.

Such cases have occurred 
almost everywhere in the 
sanctuary, prompting park 
rangers to step up patrols to 
halt the activity, according to 
sanctuary head prum Vibol 
ratanak.

He said some villagers had 
only been briefly detained 
and educated and ordered to 
pay fines in accordance with 
the laws on the protection of 
natural resources, while oth-
ers have been sent to court 
for prosecution.

“Currently, our rangers have 
increased their patrols to pre-
vent the illegal expansion of 
agricultural land found in 
many places,” he said. 

He said most of the en-
croachment in the sanctuary 
happens in Keo Seima dis-
trict’s Sre preah and Sre Kh-
tum communes and O’raing 
district’s Sen Monorom com-
mune.

ratanak said his team had 
been working on demar-
cating the sanctuary’s land 
boundaries since 2018 with 
115 border posts having been 
planted to date.

M’kiri governor warns 
against grabbing land 
reserved for new airport  

HSi: Ban animal comestics test
Nov Sivutha

H
UMaNE Society international 
(HSi) has produced an ani-
mated short film entitled Save 
Ralph (ralph being the name of 

a rabbit in the film) as part of a campaign 
lobbying for a ban on testing cosmetics on 
animals globally and in Cambodia. 

in its press release on april 7, HSi said 
testing cosmetics on animals was banned 
in 40 countries, but remained legal in 
most of the world, including Cambodia. 

Cambodian officials said while the 
practice has not been explicitly out-
lawed, there are no such testing facilities 
in the country.

according to HSi, the practice has recent-
ly been on the increase in some parts of the 
world and it was subjecting thousands of 
animals to needless suffering and death.

HSi president Jeffrey Flocken said Save 
Ralph was intended as a wake-up call 
to remind people that animals were still 
suffering for cosmetics and that it is now 
time for the world to come together and 
ban this method.

“Today we have an abundance of reli-
able, animal-free approaches for prod-
uct safety assurance, so there’s no excuse 
for making animals like ralph suffer in 
order to test cosmetics or their ingredi-
ents,” Flocken said.

“HSi’s Save ralph campaign tackles 
the disturbing issue of animal testing in 
an original and unexpected way by using 
the story of one rabbit to shine a light on 
the plight of countless rabbits and other 
animals suffering in laboratories around 
the world,” said the press release.

aduane Joseph alcantara, HSi’s aSEaN 
campaign manager, said there was growing 
demand in Cambodia for cruelty-free prod-
ucts and huge public support for change. 

Basing his assertions on polling data, 

alcantara said 80 per cent of Cambodi-
ans support a ban on animal testing for 
cosmetics and that there was a similar 
level of support across the region for an 
aSEaN-level ban.

alcantara said the polling results 
showed aSEaN public opinion was 
overwhelmingly on the side of a ban and 
it had encouraged his organisation to 
lobby Cambodia and the whole aSEaN 
region to make “the necessary move for-
ward to a cruelty-free cosmetics future”. 

“it is a reminder for lawmakers that we 
need robust animal testing bans in place 
because no animal should suffer and die 
in the name of beauty,” he said.

Troy Seidle, HSi’s vice-president for 
research and toxicology, said the cam-
paign focused on 16 priority countries 
including Brazil, Canada, Chile, Mexico, 
South africa, and 10 Southeast asian na-

tions including Cambodia.  
Tan phannara, head of the General Di-

rectorate of animal Health and produc-
tion, said there are no cases in Cambo-
dia in which rabbits or any other animals 
have been used for cosmetics testing. 

He suggested that HSi provide any infor-
mation they have about such testing if it 
is taking place, such as the companies in-
volved or the location of their laboratories. 

phannara said officials at the Ministry 
of agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
who dealt with animal health and wel-
fare would welcome cooperation with 
HSi to address issues related to such 
treatment of animals.

“i don’t think there are any cases like 
this in Cambodia. But if HSi finds any 
cases, then i suggest that they let me 
know and we will assign specialists to 
investigate,” he said.

Humane Society International’s anti-cosmetics testing animated film Ralph the Rabbit. HSI

Kampot deputy police chief, associates 
arrested over possession of 2kg drugs
Khouth Sophak Chakrya
 
pHNOM penh Municipal Court 
on april 8 questioned a Kam-
pot provincial deputy police 
chief and two other associates 
for possession of nearly 2kg of 
drugs after Ministry of interior 
anti-drug police arrested them 
on april 6 in Srah Chak com-
mune of the capital’s Daun 
penh district.

Deputy National police 
chief Mak Chito, who is also 
deputy secretary-general of 
the National authority for 
Combating Drugs, told The 
Post on april 8 that the three 
suspects had been sent to 
court in connection with 
nearly 2kg of methamphet-
amine (ice).

Chito identified the trio as 
im Chhuon, 51, Kampot pro-
vincial deputy police chief 
in charge of fire and explo-
sives;  Keo Tith Mesa, 21; and  
Hong Kea, 61. Both men are 
Chhuon’s associates

“police arrested the sus-
pects and will send the case 
to the phnom penh munici-
pal court on charges of drug 
trafficking. The police will 
also investigate people in 
other provinces because the 
case has many suspects,” he 
said.

However, Chito didn’t reveal 
the identities of other suspects 
the police are searching for be-
cause it could compromise the 
investigation.

phnom penh Municipal 

Court spokesman Kuch Kim-
long told The Post on april 8 
that the court still has the sus-
pects under investigation.

Soeng Sen Karuna, spokes-
man for tights group adhoc, 
told The Post on april 8 that 

police should punish the law 
enforcement officials who had 
committed the offence severely. 
He said it affected the honour 
and reputation of other police 
officers who are performing 
their duties to improve social 

stability and security.
“We would like some other 

individuals to be investigated 
further because such a case is 
not limited to a few individu-
als, it can concern many oth-
ers,” he said.

Nearly 2kg of methamphetamine (ice) seized from the suspects on Wednesday. polIce

www.phnompenhpost.com
cHeck tHe poSt WebSIte 
foR bReakINg NeWS
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Cambrew Ltd, the leading soft drink manufacturer in Cambodia, 
has launched the limited edition of the PePSI x bLaCKPINK 
cans so that fans can now enjoy this refreshing cola just like 
their idols.

This delicious pairing features all four members of the famous K-POP 
group – Jisoo, Jennie, rose, Lisa – pictured on an exclusive canvas 
of Pepsi’s iconic vivid shades of blue. Soft drinks giant Pepsi signed 
bLaCKPINK as its new brand ambassador in the asia Pacific earlier  
this year. 

bLaCKPINK represents youth, a zest for life and the voice of a new 
generation. PePSI sees them as the perfect fit for their brand right now.

 
“bLaCKPINK perpetuates a uniquely youthful attitude and zest for life 

that perfectly embodies the Pepsi brand and we envision music lovers, 
and fans of bLaCKPINK in Cambodia will be delighted that Pepsi brings 
their idols closer to their shores,” said a Pepsi representative.

PePSI bLaCKPINK delivers delicious fizzy fun and invigorates the 
spirits as only PePSI can. 

The PePSI x bLaCKPINK limited edition collection cans will be 
available at leading convenience outlets, retail and wholesale stores and 
shopping malls nationwide from april onwards. 

PEPSI drops new K-POP range to the 
delight of Cambodian BLACKPINK fans

radio lessons teach remote students
Long Kimmarita

T
HE Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport and UNi-
CEF are working together 
to ensure the continuation 

of learning for all children, espe-
cially the most disadvantaged and 
marginalised through multilingual 
education (MlE) radio-based pro-
gramme, during when schools are 
closed amidst the current Covid-19 
community outbreak. 

While schools were closed during 
the current Covid-19 community 
outbreak, all children, especially the 
most disadvantaged and margina-
lised should be continue to learn, 
said the education ministry and 
UNiCEF joint press statement re-
leased on april 7.

it said UNiCEF will donate 1,640 
radios to indigenous ethnic minor-
ity students in the North Eastern 
provinces of Kratie, ratanakkiri and 
Mondulkiri.

“These students are learning 
through the ministry’s MlE radio-
based programme, just one of the 
distance learning modalities the 
ministry introduced in the early 
days of the pandemic,” a press state-
ment said.

Education minister Hang Chuon 
Naron said that during these chal-
lenging times, he was pleased that 
the ministry was able to work with 
UNiCEF and the Global partnership 
for Education (GpE) to deliver much 
needed distance learning for children 
engaged in multilingual education. 

“For the multi-lingual radio pro-
gramme to be truly impactful, it is 
important that parents support their 
children to continue to learn using 

this valuable service,” he said.
The MlE programme provides 

radio lessons for pre and primary 
school multilingual students in the 
Kroeng and Tumpoun languages 
in ratanakkiri province and in the 
Bunong language in Mondulkiri. 
an estimated 1,527 students from 
79 primary schools that do not cur-
rently own a radio will receive one, 
bringing lessons right into their 
home, according to UNiCEF. 

UNiCEF country director for Cam-
bodia Foroogh Foyouzat said that 
UNiCEF was proud to be working 

with the education ministry and GpE 
in delivering this programme, which 
is reaching some of the most vulner-
able children in Cambodia and help-
ing them to continue to learn. 

“The provision of radios to chil-
dren will enable the reach of the 
programme to be significantly ex-
tended, which is very important 
during this time when schools are 
closed. This is an important initia-
tive, which is helping to address the 
issue of learning losses due to the 
impact of Covid-19,” she said.

according to UNiCEF, 34 commu-

nity preschool MlE teachers and 70 
primary school MlE teachers will 
also receive a radio for teaching pur-
poses in the classroom or during dis-
tance teaching and learning. The ra-
dios will be delivered in early april.

The MlE programme is being de-
livered through Cambodia’s Covid-
19 response and recovery efforts 
with funding assistance from GpE. 
UNiCEF is the grant agent for this $7 
million programme, which is deliv-
ering emergency support to schools 
and students during the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Kim Sarom

a 28-YEar-OlD pregnant woman 
was placed in pre-trial detention 
on april 7 for theft with aggravated 
circumstances for allegedly steal-
ing a gold necklace from 67-year-
old woman in Siem reap province’s 
angkor Chum district in late March, 
a court official said.

provincial court spokesperson Yin 
Srang said Kun Huoch was charged 
under article 357 of the Criminal 
Code.

authorities arrested Huoch on 
april 6 after she allegedly used glue 
on tissue paper to stick Yorm ruom’s 
mouth together then took her gold 
necklace valued at a tael ($2,400) – a 
Chinese unit of weight equivalent to 
37.5g – in angkor Chum district on 
March 30.

Sok Meng Eang, director of the 
provincial police’s serious crimes 
bureau, said on april 8 that authori-
ties arrested Huoch after ruom, a 
resident of Tasom village in angkor 
Chum district’s Tasom commune, 
filed a complaint.

Sok said the two were acquainted 
and Huoch robbed the victim while 
she was alone at home. ruom’s rela-
tive filed a complaint with the district 
police, leading to the arrest.

“The suspect did not confess and 
blamed the victim’s son for ordering 
her to do so. But later, the suspect 
said that she was the one who did 
it,” Sok said.

The woman faces between three 
and 10 years if found guilty. 

Thief glued 
old woman’s 
mouth shut

A primary school in Mondulkiri province’s Koh Nhek district.  facebook
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,680 16,680 16,680 16,620

2 GTI 4,060 4,080 4,080 4,060

3 PAS 13,040 13,000 13,040 13,000

4 PEPC 3,050 3,060 3,060 3,040

5 PPAP 13,100 13,080 13,100 13,080

6 PPSP 1,890 1,880 1,900 1,880

7 PWSA 6,500 6,620 6,620 6,500

Date: April 8, 2021

Hin Pisei

international tourists with 
proof of Covid-19 vaccination 
in the fourth quarter (Q4) of this 
year could be allowed into Siem 
reap province’s angkor archae-
ological park even within 14 days 
of arrival to Cambodia, amid 
tentative government plans to 
ease its quarantine policy, ac-
cording to Minister of tourism 
thong Khon on april 7.

Khon said prime Minister 
Hun Sen had given him the 
green light to start discussions 
with the Ministry of Health’s 
ad-hoc Commission for Covid-
19 Vaccination, other relevant 
ministries and institutions, 
provincial administrations and 
the private sector to study the 
feasibility of the proposal.

advocating for the move, 
Khon pointed out that the 
Kingdom was ramping up its 
vaccination drive for civil ser-
vants, the tourism communi-
ty and other sectors, and that 
management at the temple 
complex was “top-notch”.

this comes just a week after 
Hun Sen on april 1 formally 
approved a 2021-2025 three-
phased national tourism road-
map and a 2021-2035 Siem 
reap provincial tourism devel-
opment master plan to navi-
gate the sector’s emergence 
from the Covid-19 pandemic 
and support its recovery.

Cambodia association of 
travel agents president Chhay 
Sivlin welcomed Khon’s pro-
posal, voicing optimism that 
it could speed up recovery 
of an industry reeling from a 
more than a year-long battle 
with the health crisis.

She told The Post on april 8 
that the move and overall return 
of international tourists would 
not only bring back incomes 
and jobs to the sector, but be a 
testament to Cambodia’s suc-
cess in managing the pandem-
ic. “We really want the sector to 
resume as soon as possible.”

But with the tourism indus-
try in such a long-term lull, 
she called on the government 
to announce the easing of 
travel restrictions as early as 
possible, to allow the private 
sector to timely reorganise its 
human resources in response.

according to the Chhay Siv-

lin, the Cambodian tourism 
sector will need at least anoth-
er five years to rebound and 
once again enjoy 2019-levels 
of international visitors.

But pacific asia travel associ-
ation Cambodia chapter chair-
man thourn Sinan cautioned 
that to ensure stakeholders’ 
trust in the Kingdom, any relax-
ing of containment measures 
must be accompanied with a 
clear set of conditions that limit 
the transmission of Covid-19.

He listed the types and 
dates of vaccinations, entry 
restrictions for unvaccinated 
locals to the angkor area, re-
ductions in quarantine peri-
ods and potential obligations 
for visitors as considerations 
for terms in future measures.

“to ensure success and gain 
the trust of all stakeholders, the 
Ministry of tourism must work 
with the Ministry of Health and 
establish a Code of Conduct 
for tourists in the Siem reap-
angkor area,” Sinan said.

Khmer angkor tour Guide 
association president Khieu 
thy said that while a reopen-
ing of the Siem reap tourism 
sector is what industrial play-
ers want, inoculations must 
continue across the province 
to earn the trust of tourists.

But the road to recovery will 
be long and arduous. tour-
ism ministry statistics show 
that the Kingdom welcomed 
1,306,143 international visi-
tors in 2020, cratering 80.2 per 
cent from 6,610,592 in 2019.

the latest figures show that 
foreign visitors spent $4.91 
billion in tourism receipts in 
2019, an increase of 12.4 per 
cent over $4.37 billion in 2018.

and as the health ministry 
report mounting coronavi-
rus infections, prospects for 
a quick recovery in 2021 for 
the Kingdom’s tourism sector 
have been dampened.

thy said: “Due to concerns 
and an economy that is not 
yet very strong, i reckon there 
won’t be such a hefty share of 
foreign visitors to Cambodia, 
that’ll take a long time.”

Meanwhile, the vaccina-
tion of tour guides, hotel and 
guesthouse staff, drivers and 
other tourism professional is 
essential to boost tourist con-
fidence, he said.

Gov’t mulls angkor 
entry for vaccinated 
foreign tourists in Q4

iMF’s Georgieva: Cambodian 
economy to grow 4.2% in 2021
May Kunmakara

i
nternational Mon-
etary Fund (iMF) man-
aging director Kristalina 
Georgieva on april 7 said 

the Cambodian economy 
is expected to grow 4.2 per 
cent this year, following a 3.5 
per cent contraction in 2020, 
but cautioned that local gov-
ernments around the world 
should proceed with pruden-
tial policies and proactive 
management.

Kristalina made the com-
ment at the opening press 
conference of the virtual 2021 
Spring Meetings of the iMF 
and World Bank.

the global outlook is 
brighter, she said, adding that 
the world economy is pre-
dicted to expand six per cent, 
buoyed by additional policy 
support and Covid-19 vacci-
nation campaigns that have 
reached millions of people.

“this is adding to the ex-
ceptional and coordinated 
actions taken over the past 
year. and yet, while there is 
light, the crisis continues to 
cast a dark shadow,” she said, 
adding that a small number 
of “advanced and emerging 
market economies”, led by 
China and the US, are pow-
ering ahead as “weaker and 
poorer countries” are lagging 
behind in this multi-speed 
recovery.

“We also face extremely high 
uncertainty, especially over 
the impact of new virus strains 
and potential shifts in financial 
conditions. and there is the 
risk of further economic scar-
ring from job losses, learning 
losses, bankruptcies, extreme 
poverty and hunger.

“policymakers must take 
the right actions now by giv-
ing everyone a fair shot – not 
just into people’s arms, but 
also in people’s lives and 
in vulnerable economies,” 
Kristalina said.

She noted three essential 
priorities to be addressed 
by individual governments 
– first, a “fair shot at the vac-
cine”, ramping up the pro-
duction and distribution of 
Covid-19 jabs and avoiding 
export controls.

this entails funding the 
Covid-19 Vaccines Global ac-

cess (CoVaX) Facility and en-
suring that surplus jabs arrive 
at poorer countries, she said.

Second is a “fair shot at re-
covery” or, for the most part, 
strengthening the resilience 
of vulnerable households and 
economically-viable firms, 
which she noted is a task that 
calls for fiscal measures and 
favourable financial condi-
tions.

and third is a “fair shot at 
the future” which is “perhaps 
the most consequential deci-
sion that any government can 
make this year”, she said.

“the focus should be on 
scaling up public investment 
– in green projects and digi-
tal infrastructure, in people’s 
health and education – to en-
sure that everyone can benefit 
from the historic transforma-
tion to greener, smarter, and 
more inclusive economies.

“to unlock this potential, 
countries will need sufficient 
public revenues, and they 
would need more efficient 
spending. in many cases, this 
will mean more progressive 
taxation and an agreement 
on questions like minimum 
taxation for companies and 
international tax rights.

“this has to be coupled 

with stronger support for 
poorer countries as they fight 
the crisis and seek to invest in 
the future,” Kristalina said.

on March 30, Ministry of 
economy and Finance per-
manent secretary of state 
Vongsey Vissoth told the 7th 
Joint Meeting of the aSean 
Finance Ministers and Cen-
tral Bank Governors that the 
government had allocated 
nearly $2 billion to stave off 
the spread of the novel coro-
navirus and to address the 
economic impact on key sec-
tors through eight rounds of 
mitigation measures.

He said the government 
remained committed to 
implementing reform poli-
cies aimed at increasing the 
country’s competitiveness 
and creating a favourable en-
vironment for the private sec-
tor to do business and invest 
domestically and abroad.

the government allocated 
$1.164 billion in 2020 and has 
earmarked $719 million for 
this year, he said.

on March 25, the govern-
ment announced its eighth 
round of economic mitiga-
tion measures, which centre 
on garments, textiles, foot-
wear, travel goods, bags and 

tourism.
the government in april-

June will continue to provide 
$40 per month to workers in 
the sectors as part of its cash 
handout programme amid 
the pandemic.

Factory and enterprise 
owners must add $30 to the 
handout, increasing the total 
disbursement to $70. on the 
other hand, employers in the 
tourism sector are encour-
aged to voluntarily provide as 
much money as possible.

according to Vissoth, the 
government is preparing 
to launch a three-pronged 
2021-2023 economic recov-
ery plan.

the first part of the strategy, 
dubbed “revival and Surviv-
al”, focuses on building a sol-
id foundation for economic 
recovery.

“reform” grapples with 
transforming crises into op-
portunities, with a focus on 
the diversification and pro-
tection of economic competi-
tiveness.

and “resilience” concen-
trates on achieving effective 
preparedness for possible 
crises going forward, from ei-
ther natural causes or human 
activity.

International Monetary Fund (IMF) managing director Kristalina Georgieva. AFP

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,063 1.2610 6.5503 109.56 4.1375 1.3412 31.46 0.7631 1.1868 1.3742
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T
HE Ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries expects to re-
ceive €80 million ($95 million) in 
loans this year from the French 

government and Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) to develop two projects that support 
Cambodian agricultural value chains.

This was revealed by minister Veng 
Sakhon on April 7, following an in-per-
son meeting to discuss the projects with 
Ophelie Bourhis, director of Agence 
Francaise de Developpement (AFD), the 
development arm of the French govern-
ment, held at the ministry.

The London-based NGO Agriculture 
for Impact defines agricultural value 
chains as “the flow of products, knowl-
edge and information between small-
holder farmers and consumers.

“They offer the opportunity to capture 
added value at each stage of the produc-
tion, marketing and consumption pro-
cess,” it adds.

Sakhon said €50 million, footed by 
AFD, would be allotted for a project fo-
cused on the development of rain-fed 
agricultural technologies for rubber 
trees, vegetables and animal-feed crops.

The remaining €30 million, co-fi-
nanced by AFD and the ADB, would be 
earmarked for the other project which 
targets sustainable fisheries manage-
ment on the seas and seashores, he said.

“We urge the AFD to approve them as 
soon as possible to carry them out and 
keep true to the current animal and veg-
etable production sphere, which is ac-
tively involved in the support of family 
economies, employment opportunities 
and food security,” Sakhon said.

AFD’s Bourhis said initial evaluations 

have been progressing “remarkably 
smoothly”, according to the minister.

“One project is set to be implemented 
this year, while the other is under review 
and evaluation, and could be approved this 
year,” Sakhon said without elaborating.

“We hope the projects will improve the 
value chain of agricultural products, includ-
ing animals and vegetables, making them 
more competitive in terms of quantity, 
quality and safety through the application 
of suitable modern agricultural technolo-
gies that are resistant to climate change, 
inclusive and innovative,” he said.

According to the Sakhon, AFD has co-
financed a total of €61.5 million for three 
other projects with the ministry over the 
past three years.

“CaPFish Aquaculture in Cambodia” is 

co-financed by the EU with €25 million 
and concentrates on improving sustain-
able aquaculture and climate change 
adaptation, he said.

Another project addresses agro-tour-
ism development and food safety and is 
backed by €11.5 million from AFD, and 
a third one centres on the promotion 
of agricultural value chains and safety 
measures, and is co-financed with ADB 
for €25 million, he said.

“I highly appreciate the results of the 
three projects. They’ve been actively and ef-
fectively steering the fisheries sector in the 
right direction, leading to high productivity 
as is consistent with strategic plans regard-
ing the development of the industry through 
a sustainable, inclusive and climate-change 
resilient approach,” Sakhon said.

A NATIONAL portal on trac-
ing the origin of products and 
goods is expected to be put into 
operation in Vietnam in the 
fourth quarter of this year, ac-
cording to the Directorate for 
Standards, Metrology and Qual-
ity (DSMQ) under the Ministry 
of Science and Technology.

Bui Ba Chinh, deputy director 
of the DSMQ’s National Centre 
for Codes and Barcodes, said 
that by 2025, this portal aims at 
connecting products and goods 
traceability systems of all minis-
tries and sectors, including the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 
in the field of market manage-
ment; Ministry of Finance in the 
field of tax and customs; and 
Ministry of Health in the field 
of food safety, medical equip-
ment, medicines and vaccines.

The product and goods 

traceability portal helps con-
sumers know about products 
with clear origin and guaran-
teed quality and also supports 
state agencies in preventing 
commercial fraud.

This portal will play a central 
role in the traceability system 
of Vietnam, with the participa-
tion of all parties in the supply 
chain such as manufacturers, 
packers, transporters, dis-
tributors, retailers, traceability 
solution providers and state 
management agencies.

The DSMQ is developing 
a set of standards to ensure 
the traceability system of 
agencies, organisations and 
enterprises connected to the 
national portal.

There are currently three na-
tional standards for traceabil-
ity, including requirements for 

the supply chain of fresh fruits 
and vegetables; general re-
quirements for the traceabil-
ity system; and requirements 
for traceability conformity as-
sessment bodies.

In addition, the National 
Centre for Codes and Barcodes 
is implementing a series of 
traceability applications such 
as application for agricultural 
products updating electronic 
diaries and linking all infor-
mation in the product supply 
chain so consumers can use a 
mobile device to scan the QR 
code for reviewing history of 
the production and distribu-
tion of products. 

Especially, there is an ap-
plication of Vietnamese fruit 
map supporting e-commerce 
promotion activities for local 
fruits. This application is de-

veloped to update and moni-
tor all information about fruit 
production, trend of price 
and consumption demand.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade’s Depart-
ment of Science and Tech-
nology has submitted to the 
ministry a plan on imple-
menting, applying and man-
aging the product and goods 
traceability system until 2025 
for products and goods man-
aged by the ministry. 

That is also the ministry’s 
task as part of the Prime Minis-
ter’s Decision 100/QD-TTg on 
approving the scheme of de-
ploying, applying and manag-
ing the traceability system with 
the goal to build and operate 
this national portal on product 
and goods traceability. VIET NAM 
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US-BASED pizza chain Papa 
John’s International Inc on 
April 7 unveiled plans to open 
15 new outlets in the Kingdom 
over the next three years.

Papa John’s opened its flag-
ship store in Phnom Penh late 
last month, the company said 
in a press release.

The chain’s Cambodia fran-
chisee Peter Xu said: “We are 
very excited to bring Papa 
John’s global brand to Cam-
bodia. Papa John’s Cambo-
dia’s team is truly passionate 
about pizza. With our ‘bet-
ter ingredients, better pizza’ 
promise, we look forward to 
providing local pizza lovers 
with quality products and 
outstanding services.”

With prior business ven-
tures in Cambodia, Xu was 
keen to bring his experience 
as a franchisee with Papa 
John’s restaurants in New 
York City to the Kingdom, the 
company added.

Chief operating officer Jack 
Swaysland echoed Xu’s ex-
citement to “deliver our deli-
cious pizza and food to new 
customers in Cambodia”.

He said: “Following a record 
year of sales and growth, Papa 
John’s is better positioned 
than ever to accelerate inter-
national development, which 
is a key pillar for the brand’s 
long-term growth. This is a 
significant new partnership 
in Asia, and we look forward 
to continue growing the 
Papa John’s family across the 
globe.”

Heng Sengly, general man-
ager of local restaurant chain 

Park Cafe Food and Beverage 
Co Ltd, noted that Papa John’s 
debut in the Kingdom would 
have limited repercussions 
for local eateries. “They have 
their own customers.”

He told The Post: “The mar-
ket is still good for business 
in Cambodia, we figure that 
there aren’t as many famous 
brands here as there are in 
neighbouring countries Thai-
land and Vietnam, which 
leaves us ample market op-
portunities.”

On the contrary, he said, 
Papa John’s presence in the 
Kingdom would likely attract 
more investment and tourists 
after the Covid-19 situation 
has improved.

“It’ll show that Cambodia 
has market potential and will 
also help woo other famous 
brands to the Cambodian 
scene,” Sengly said.

Papa John’s noted that it has 
a footprint in 48 countries 
and international territories, 
and made debuts over re-
cent years in 12 new nations 
– France, Spain, Tunisia, Iraq, 
the Netherlands, Morocco, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Po-
land, Bahamas, Pakistan and 
Portugal.

“The company looks to 
continue its rapid global de-
velopment and is seeking po-
tential franchisees in Brazil, 
Japan and Southeast Asia,” it 
added.

On the Nasdaq stock ex-
change, Papa John’s share 
price surged $2.37 or 2.60 per 
cent to close April 7 at $93.58 
for a market capitalisation 
of $3.08 billion, with 572,398 
shares traded.

Papa John’s set to open 
15 stores in Kingdom 
over next three years

France mulls $95M in agri-loans

VN to have nat’l portal on product traceability

€80 million ($95 million) in loans this year from the French government and ADB to develop two 
projects that support Cambodian agricultural value chains. pOST STAFF

Papa John’s opened its flagship store in Phnom Penh late last month. 
pApA JOHN’S

  

The trading value of the US-
Canadian (USD-CAD) currency 
pairing has been fluctuating in a 
downward trend, and it is expected 
to continue in a bearish mood next 
week with the Canadian dollar 
looking much stronger. 

The outlook is mainly driven 
by the export of oil products and 
the economic relationship between 

the two countries, with Canada a 
major oil supplier for a US gradually 
reviving its economic activities. 

The oil exports will lead to a 
higher demand for the supply of 
oil, contributing to a more positive 
outlook for Canada’s economy. 

Such a situation makes it easier 
for investors to track trading trends 
and seize trading opportunities with 
higher returns.

According to the International 
energy Agency, Canada’s economy 
depends largely on oil production and 
oil exports, including the duty-free 
export of 1,798,101 barrels of crude 
per day to the US. 

Canada can generate a considerable 
amount of revenue with the price 
of crude oil hovering around $60 a 
barrel in the US, further bolstering  
the Canadian dollar’s value.

Canada has been enjoying special  
import and export tariffs to the US 
since 1994 under the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) – 
another trade catalyst for the north 
American economies.   

President Joe Biden’s stated 
intention to maintain healthy ties 
with the US’ northernly neighbour 
and the interest rates of both 
countries being close to zero also 
bode well for bilateral trade.

These factors have played a role 
in keeping the price gap between the 
Canadian and the US dollar stable, 
lowering trading risks.

For this week’s recommendation, 
traders can trade USD-CAD with a 
sell-off price of $1.2600, setting the 
stop-loss function at $1.2650 and the 
take-profit function at $1.2450. 
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USD-CAD poses lower risk trading with higher returns

Golden FX Link Capital business manager 
Long Samnang.
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‘O
ur business is 
on the verge of 
a collapse. All 
our savings are 

gone and we have borrowed 
from banks, our friends and 
families. Now, we don’t know 
what to do!” bemoaned Clais 
Chenda, who owns two bou-
tique hotels and an elephant 
sanctuary in northeastern 
province ratanakkiri.

“We are suffering yet an-
other blow with the curfew 
and inter-province travel 
ban. Many hotels that some-
how survived till now will 
be forced into bankruptcy,” 
Chenda, also the president of 
Cambodia Hotel Association 
(CHA), related regarding the 
hospitality industry.

The situation took a turn for 
the worse following the third 
community transmission 
wave, which – comparatively 
more critical than the previous 
ones – is suppressing any hope 
the tourism sector might have 
glimpsed earlier this year.

Similarly, investment pres-
sure on the sector, which has 
been a key gross domestic 
product (GDP) contributor, 
is likely to persist as investors 
employ a “wait and see” ap-
proach pending the resump-
tion of global travels.

In less than a week from 
now, Khmer New Year, one of 
Cambodia’s main holidays, 
will be celebrated. Ordinar-
ily, the week-long break sees 
Phnom Penh emptying out, 
as the exodus of city dwellers 
spend the traditional festival 
with families and friends in 
the province.

It is also a time to indulge 
in some spot tourism, which 
drives domestic tourism re-
ceipts up every season.

However, the inter-provin-
cial travel ban imposed until 
April 20 along with orders to 
keep tourist attractions shut, 
will likely slay any chance of a 
revenue uptick.

The current coronavirus 
spread has claimed 24 lives as 
the number of cases spiked to 
3,028 as of April 8, 2021, fol-

lowing the February 20 event.
On the heels of this, the gov-

ernment launched a five-year 
tourism roadmap to revive 
the sector which recorded a 
loss of $5 billion in revenue in 
2020, underpinned by a fall of 
over 50 per cent in total inter-
nal tourism, the bulk of which 
comprised foreigners.

until late February, over 
3,000 hospitality businesses 
have wound up in the country, 
the majority of them in Siem 
reap, home of uNESCO-listed 
ancient temple complex Ang-
kor Wat, while knocking out a 
big portion of the 750,000 jobs 
in the industry.

With that, a prevailing debt 
problem gripped business 
owners and workers who ap-
pealed for an extension to the 
June deadline moratorium on 
repayments.

The plea, represented by 
some 100 civil society or-
ganisations, was finally met 
by commercial bankers and 
microfinance entities which 

agreed to an additional three-
month reprieve to loan repay-
ments.

Both the bank and microfi-
nance associations said they 
would waive one month’s 
interest payment and pen-
alty on loans taken by those 
inflicted by Covid-19, as well 
as automatically restructure 
the credit while deferring 
principal payments for three 
months.

However, there has been 
no indication on the govern-
ment’s end to prolong tax 
exemptions for hotels, guest-
houses, restaurants and travel 
agents in Phnom Penh, Siem 
reap, Preah Sihanouk, Kep, 
Kampot, Bavet and Poi Pet 
which expires on June 30.

“The situation is getting 
worse each month and end-
ing [these policies] will not 
help,” said Chhay Sivlin, 
president of Cambodia Asso-
ciation of Tour Agents.

“Tourism business owners 
will continue to exhaust their 

savings and personal assets in 
order to keep their agencies 
and hotels open, hoping for a 
light at the end of the tunnel,” 
she added. 

In the meantime, tourism 
businesses owners struggle to 
keep their business afloat to 
ensure that more trade pro-
fessionals do not vanish from 
the industry.

“Many quality players have 
switched to other professions 
to provide for their families. 
At this point, I fear that no one 
would want to risk investing 
further and this might cause 
the industry to lose more 
good people,” Sivlin said.

Seemingly, the Asia Pacific 
region – the largest foreign 
direct investment recipient in 
2019 – suffered an 87 per cent 
fall in greenfield tourism in-
vestments, amounting to $1.8 
billion – the total value of 25 
projects, versus $13.6 billion 
(81 projects) a year ago, uN 
World Tourism Organisation 
data showed.

On a micro level, venture 
capital and financial man-
agement firm OBOr Capital 
Co Ltd noted that tourism 
deals in Southeast Asia slid 50 
per cent year-on-year in 2020 
from 2019.

“The drop is 80 per cent 
when we look at funding 
amount year-on-year, exclud-
ing the investment in Trav-
eloka Indonesia PT, which is 
a late stage company,” said 
OBOr Management director 
Shivam Tripathi.

In that context, a majority 
of investors in the region is 
on a “watchful mode” when it 
comes to travel start-ups, he 
said, when asked about ris-
ing investment trends in the 
tourism sector.

At the same time, many 
have diverted investments to-
wards start-ups that are more 
relevant during and after the 
pandemic, he added.

In Cambodia though, ap-
proved fixed asset tourism 
investments as of September 
30, 2020 totalled six projects, 
with a value of $3.9 billion, 
while full year 2019 listed 17 
approved projects amounting 
to $6.1 billion.

The project value in 2019, 
which rose steadily in recent 
years, reflected a time when 
Cambodia enjoyed direct 
flights from China, South Ko-
rea, Japan, Taiwan and Sin-
gapore, and annual tourist 
growth of 11 to 12 per cent.

To achieve such growth 
once more, the government 
contemplated several pro-
posals including a special 
tourist visa and travel bubble 
last year.

At the time of writing, the 
exact action plan to revive 
and relaunch the sector is not 
yet known as the content of 
the tourism roadmap has not 
been made public, apart from 
the identification of three re-
covery phases.

Based on Prime Minister 
Hun Sen’s announcement, the 
document outlines “nine strat-

egies, 49 strategic activities, 180 
detailed strategic activities and 
17 priority programmes”.

An inter-institutional mech-
anism will be set up to guide 
and monitor the implementa-
tion of the action plan.

However, all this is deter-
minant on the vaccine rollout 
and control of the contagion.

As of April 5, Bloomberg 
vaccine tracker stated that 
some 419,000 doses had been 
administered at an average of 
10,202 doses daily, indicating 
a coverage of just 1.3 per cent 
of the population.

At this pace, it will take an-
other 6.5 years to cover 75 
per cent of the population, 
Bloomberg said.

But, Hun Sen’s vision of 
making the vaccines man-
datory to civil servants and 
armed forces could push the 
inoculation campaign into 
first gear.

As it stands, Cambodia is 
among the top few nations in 
Southeast Asia that has seen an 
upsurge in vaccinations, ahead 
of Thailand and Vietnam.

Accordingly, Bloomberg data 
showed that Thailand had 
administered 295,000 doses, 
enough to cover only 0.2 per 
cent of the population whereas 
Vietnam had rolled out 53,000 
doses, which was equivalent to 
a mere 0.1 per cent coverage of 
the population.

Nevertheless, Thailand has 
announced robust plans to 
open up its tourism sector 
including cutting quarantine 
period to 10 days, popular 
tourist destinations, like Koh 
Samui and Phuket accepting 
fully vaccinated tourists with 
seven days quarantine soon,  
and offering a 30 to 90-day 
visa free entry. In compari-
son, Cambodia is somewhat 
soft on such loud efforts.

Numerous attempts to 
contact Ministry of Tourism 
undersecretary of state Sok 
Sangvar and spokesman Top 
Sopheak to get a full picture 
proved futile.

recall that Cambodia re-
corded 1.3 million interna-
tional visitors as of December 
31, 2020, down 80.2 per cent 
year-on-year from 6.6 mil-
lion. In 2019, a total of $4.9 
billion was gained from tour-
ism receipts, a sum that had 
been rising annually.

Similarly, international 
tourist arrivals in Thailand 
plunged 83.2 per cent to 6.7 
million last year from 39.9 mil-
lion in 2019, a year that regis-
tered an estimated two trillion 
baht ($64 billion) in revenue.

As Covid-19 continues to 
grip the world while vaccina-
tion is ramped up, albeit in 
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‘No light at the end of the Covid-19 tunnel’ 

– Tourism players fear latest upheaval is  
the end-all for many

International Tourist Arrivals to cambodia

Even as vaccination is progressing in Cambodia and globally, tourism players contemplate 
their long-term survival with the arrival of a five-year roadmap as the pandemic rages on

In quiet splendour . . . Cambodia’s most visited site, Angkor Wat, is expected to receive visitors in the fourth quarter this year. HEng CHivoan

Source: Tourism Statistics Department, Ministry of Tourism Cambodia



varying quantum depending 
on supply and production, 
the outcome remains pal-
pable.

In developed nations, talks 
of vaccine passports and traf-
fic light system, particularly 
in uK, are in order as travel 
is expected to take off with 
summer around the corner.

This is good news for the 
travel market but is Cambodia 
ready for tourists compared 
to its peers in the region?

“If you look at the num-
bers, divide and compare 
with Thailand, they are in a 
worse off situation than us,” 
said Thourn Sinan, chairman 
for the Cambodian chapter 
of the Pacific Asia Travel As-
sociation.

However, he contented, as a 

destination Thailand is more 
popular because of its status 
as a global tourist site and has 
more products and tourism 
facilitation efforts than Cam-
bodia.

“But although Thailand an-
nounced tourist and quaran-
tine guidelines [to welcome 
tourists by mid-year], I don’t 
think we are far off from open-
ing up because the Cambodi-
an government, and I am not 
promoting them [when I say 
this], has been working hard 
to come up with the policy to 
[revive] tourism,” Sinan said.

Meanwhile, OBOr Manage-
ment’s Tripathi, who is also 
co-founder and CEO of Cam-
boticket, an online booking 
platform, opined that local 
tourism would benefit more 

if local businesses jointly or-
ganised and promoted more 
events regularly to draw more 
people to travel sites.

He made the remark on the 
basis that people were expe-
riencing fatigue over a lack 
of new sites, seeing that lo-
cal tourists have visited some 
places multiple times and 
these destinations might not 
offer new things, resulting in 
declining interest.

“It’s important that more 
activities in popular travel 
destinations are developed 
and at the same time new des-
tinations are promoted. We 
noticed a strong spike in travel 
during New Year as many of 
these destinations were orga-
nising events on New Year’s 
Eve and people were excited 

to travel,” he said.
Asked what strategic mea-

sures can be implemented 
as global travel opens up, 
Tripathi, speaking from an 
investor’s viewpoint, said 
there is a real need for ASEAN 
countries to come together to 
build programmes that allow 
for easier flow of travellers 
within the bloc.

For instance, relaxing re-
quirements for people who 
have been vaccinated could 
be a good first step.

“Many countries have been 
trying different programmes 
[such as] travel bubbles, re-
moving or reducing quaran-
tine requirements but none 
of the programmes have pro-
vided the desired results yet.

“So it’s a matter of continu-
ous iterations of these pro-
grammes to see what could be 
a good long term solution to 
bring tourism sector back on 
track,” Tripathi told The Post.

Seemingly, new trends have 
emerged as people become 
more conscious of their im-
pact on the environment, eco-
tourism and frugal holidays 
could be on the cards, particu-
larly led by young adults, who 
have received vaccines.

This could mean a rising 
interest in hostels, homestays 
and budget hotels, though 
that might not be the case in 
Cambodia for the moment 
with the current predicament, 
CHA’s Chenda lamented.

“I am not in a position to tell 

you how many budget places 
will be able to accommodate 
younger groups this summer 
as many of them [budget ho-
tels] won’t be around in the 
coming weeks,” she stressed.

While she is glad to see that 
things are evolving positively 
in the West and in “some 
countries nearby”, as far the 
industry is concerned, she 
does not see any light at the 
end of the “Covid-19 tunnel”.

“We still need to pay our 
staff, taxes [as only certain 
provinces are aided by the 
government] and insurance 
with no revenue at all. That 
is all I can say right now. It is 
difficult to make plans when 
[we are] gravely wounded,” 
she said.
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Top ten markets arrivals in January - December 2020 Idyllic sites like this in Koh Kong could draw eco-tourism tourisms. HEng CHivoan

Source: Tourism Statistics Department, Ministry of Tourism Cambodia



Royal Train Square  
is set to return one  
of Phnom Penh’s  
most striking historic 

buildings to its place at the  
heart of the capital as its “new 
meeting place”.

Phnom Penh Train Station 
was built in 1932 under 
the reign of King Sisowath 
Monivong in an art Deco 
design, and it survives as one 
of the few remaining examples  
of the style in the city.

and the history of the  
project is paramount to  
Scott Bolls, the managing 
director of Royal Train Square, 
who is looking for like-minded 
pioneer clients to join him on 
this historic journey.

“History to me is a blueprint; 
a precedent set that we can build 
upon. History shapes our today 
and prepares us for the future as 
we learn from our past. 

“as a foreigner, I have so 
much respect for the history 
and culture of Cambodia and 
am keen to protect it. 

“My first goal when taking 
over the train station was 
always to keep the historic 
building and not replace it with 
a soulless office block,” he said.

Phnom Penh Train Station  
is to again become a place 
for the city’s residents to get 
together as in times past, 

when people would meet and 
congregate around the market 
stalls, even if they weren’t 
catching a train.

“Royal Train Square is 
transforming the station from 
a former central trading hub to 
a ‘new capital meeting place’, a 
sanctuary away from the busy 
‘high tech’ development of 
Phnom Penh. 

“We wanted to breathe life 
back into the building and 
make Royal Train Square the 
meeting place for Phnom Penh,” 
Bolls said.

The american said Royal 
Train Square is the ideal 
location for discerning tenants 
seeking a long-term home in 
the centre of Phnom Penh. 

“Where else in the world can 
companies have the opportunity 
to have their home in such a 
historic and iconic building in 
the capital of a country – and 
in such a prestigious location in 
the heart of the city?

“We have an annexe space 
a client can have built to their 
specifications – within the 
parameters of it respecting the 
original building, of course. The 
annexe is something we can 
build for someone with a vision 
for the future.

“There is 800sqm of space 
available on the second floor – 
which would be ideal either  

for restaurants or as offices  
for a leading bank or insurance 
company, for example – which 
has retained the beautiful 
original tiled floors and other 
features. 

“and as well as the 
historical importance, it again 
meets the needs of the modern 
Phnom Penh with ample 
parking available, which is 
a premium in such a central 
location,” Bolls said. 

‘Belle of the ball’
Detailing and the use of 

reinforced concrete suggest 
Phnom Penh Train Station was 
possibly designed by French 
architect louis Victor Chaucon, 
who co-designed Phsar Thmey, 
or Central Market, which was  
completed in 1937. 

The station and Central 
Market made up a trinity of art 
Deco buildings in the capital 

along with the Cathedral of 
Phnom Penh. 

Completed in 1927, the 
capital’s primary church was the 
first building to be destroyed 
by the Khmer Rouge when they 
took the city in 1975.

Built almost 90 years ago as 
the Phnom Penh terminus for 
the Kingdom’s line to Poipet to 
boost trade with neighbouring 
Thailand, the train station 
has borne witness to dramatic 
changes over the decades.

The building now looks 
over the park situated between 
the Vattanac Capital and the 
Canadia towers, which was 
originally the “Grand Canal” – 
one arm of which flowed into 
the Tonle Sap under the Pont de 
Verneville, near where the Chroy 
Changvar bridges stand today. 

Built in 1894, the canal 
stretched from the Tonle Sap 
river to the railway station, with 

the goods shipped in then loaded 
onto trains.

“The train station has 
witnessed much of Phnom 
Penh’s modern history over its 
90 years. It has always played 
an integral and important role 
in Cambodia as it was the centre 
for shipping as the canal went 
right to its front door, with 
goods loaded onto the trains 
for transportation throughout 
Southeast asia,” Bolls explained. 

and as railways superseded 
canals, so the train station  
again stands ready to embrace  
a new future.

“Royal Train Square respects 
and acknowledges the historical 
royal monarchy that helped 
build the nation into what it 
is today, and it is important to 
me to keep this history at the 
forefront.

“It is a prestigious honour for 

me to be a catalyst in bringing 
the site back to life in this way 
after it had been inactive for so 
long. Maurice, a financier and 
developer from the Netherlands, 
is also one of the pioneers 
who deserves mention for this 
historic development. 

“By so sensitively remodelling 
this beautiful building in this 
way, we are dressing up the old 
lady in her finery and getting 
her ready to be the belle of the 
ball once again.

“She can now take what she 
has learned and apply it to the 
new Cambodian economy. She 
is now poised, renewed and 
restored to bring a new face to 
Phnom Penh for all to enjoy. 

“But most important, she 
keeps the historic face that 
we want to maintain for 
future generations to see and 
experience,” Bolls said. 
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History man: Royal Train Square to 
put rail station back at heart of city

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus phnom penh train station

In the second of our four-part series 
on the redevelopment of Phnom 
Penh Train Station, The Post looks 
at how the soon to open Royal Train 
Square has artfully blended the old 
and new to embrace the future.

How times change: The park opposite the station is now flanked by the Vattanac Capital and Canadia towers. SUPPLIED

The now demolished Pont de Verneville. SUPPLIED

Managing director of Royal Train Square Scott Bolls stands beneath chandeliers in the main hall of the newly refurbished Phnom Penh Train Station. JoE CURTIN
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US climate envoy John Kerry has 
praised india as a “world leader” in 
renewable energy but said during a 
visit to the fossil fuel-dependent 
nation that the globe needs to phase 
out coal faster.

india is the world’s third-biggest 
emitter of carbon dioxide and relies 
on fossil fuels to generate around two-
thirds of its electricity. its role in tack-
ling global warming is seen as vital.

Kerry, in New Delhi before a virtual 
climate summit on april 22 and 23 
organised by US president Joe Biden, 
lauded india’s “remarkable transfor-
mation” into a “world leader in the 
deployment of renewable energy”.

“prime Minister [Narendra] Modi’s 
announcement of a target of 450GW 
of renewables by 2030 sets a very strong 
example for how to power a growing 
economy with clean energy,” Kerry 
told the South asia Women in Energy 
leadership Summit on april 6.

“it’s already cheaper to build solar 
in india than anywhere else in the 
world. That kind of urgency is exact-
ly what we need to confront global 
climate change,” he said, calling the 
country a “red-hot investment oppor-
tunity” for green power.

But without mentioning india direct-
ly, Kerry said that in order to keep global 
temperature rise below 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius, coal needs to be phased out”five 
times faster” than the current pace.

“We need to increase tree cover five 
times faster. We need to ramp up 
renewable energy six times faster. We 
need to transition to electric vehicles 
at a rate 22 times faster,” he said.

Trillions of dollars were needed to 
finance the planet’s transition to renew-
able fuels and he would work closely 
with New Delhi “so that we drive invest-
ment flows toward the clean energy 
opportunity in india”, Kerry added.

Modi said in a statement after the 
meeting that cooperation between the 
two countries on “financing innovation 
and faster deployment of green tech-
nologies would have a positive dem-
onstration effect on other countries”.

The US Department of State said 
Kerry’s april 1-9 trip to india as well as 
the UaE and Bangladesh was aimed at 
“increasing climate ambition” ahead of 
the Biden summit and UN climate 
negotiations in Scotland in November.

Bloomberg News reported last 
month that top indian government 
officials were debating whether to fol-
low dozens of other countries in setting 
a goal of net zero emissions by mid-
century, a decade earlier than China.

india may however baulk at laying 
out such a target because that would 
require a major overhaul of its fast-
expanding and heavily coal-depend-
ent economy as well as enormous 
amounts of funding.

The international Energy agency 
(iEa) said in a February report that 
india’s carbon dioxide emissions are 
on course to rise 50 per cent by 2040 
– enough to offset entirely the pro-
jected fall in emissions in Europe 
over the same period.

To put india on a “sustainable path” 
over the next 20 years would require 
additional funding of $1.4 trillion – 70 
per cent more than its current poli-
cies allow, the iEa said. AFP

Biden tackles US firearms violence
p

rESiDENT Joe Biden will 
unveil measures on april 8 
aimed at curbing rampant 
US gun violence, especially 

seeking to prevent the spread of un-
traceable “ghost guns”, White House 
officials said.

Biden has come under pressure from 
his Democratic party to tackle the 
bloodshed, most recently highlighted 
by mass killings in states as far apart as 
Colorado, Georgia and California.

in addition to relatively modest 
measures on the politically hyper-
sensitive issue, Biden will announce 
his nomination of David Chipman, a 
gun-control proponent, to head the 
Bureau of alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives (aTF) – a central agen-
cy in the fight against gun violence.

reflecting the lack of political 
unity around anything to do with 
firearms restrictions, the aTF has 
not had a Senate-confirmed direc-
tor since 2015.

Chipman is a veteran of the agency 
who went on to work for a gun con-
trol advocacy group and there is no 
one “better to enforce gun laws”, a 
senior Biden administration official 
told reporters.

The official, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity, said Biden would 
be issuing six measures “to address 
the gun-violence health epidemic”.

Standing out is a proposed new rule 
to “stop proliferation of ghost guns”, 
as firearms built from home kits are 
known. The official said these home-
made weapons are especially of con-
cern because when found at crime 
scenes “they cannot be traced”.

Other measures include boost-
ing support for agencies involved 
in tackling community violence and 
ordering the first comprehensive 
report on firearms trafficking in the 
US since 2000.

Nearly 40,000 people die each year 
nationally from shootings, more 
than half due to suicide.

The White House said in a state-

ment: “Gun violence takes lives and 
leaves a lasting legacy of trauma in 
communities every single day in 
this country, even when it is not on 
the nightly news.

“in fact, cities across the country 
are in the midst of a historic spike in 
homicides, violence that dispropor-
tionately impacts Black and brown 
americans. The president is com-
mitted to taking action to reduce all 
forms of gun violence.”

Bigger proposals absent
absent, however, will be any big 

measures on seeking to tighten overall 
gun laws, such as more background 
checks or ending the sale of powerful 

rifles often used in mass killings.
The official stressed that april 8’s 

measures – where Biden will be ac-
companied at the rose Garden an-
nouncement by attorney General 
Merrick Garland – are only “initial” 
steps.

Biden has long promised to get 
tough on a US gun culture that 
he says fuels an epidemic of mass 
shootings, as well as the even more 
deadly, yet less reported, daily 
stream of gun crimes and suicides.

The Democrat says he supports 
tighter background checks for fire-
arms buyers and a ban on military-
style rifles, like the ar-15. Both ideas 
face strong resistance in Congress.

a semi-automatic resembling the 
iconic US military M16 rifle, the 
ar-15 has become reviled by many 
as the weapon of choice in a string 
of mass murders. at the same time, 
though, the rifle is enormously pop-
ular with sports shooters and legal 
gun enthusiasts, symbolising the 
country’s ideological divide.

Biden successfully backed an as-
sault weapons ban in 1994 when he 
was a senator. The law expired a de-
cade later, however, and has never 
been renewed, with republicans 
increasingly rigid in opposing what 
they depict as an attack on the more 
than two centuries-old constitu-
tional right to bear arms. AFP

Turkey’s chair snub riles female EU chief
THE European Commission hit out 
on april 7 after its chief Ursula von 
der leyen was left without a chair as 
Turkey’s president sat down for talks 
with her male counterpart.

Video from april 6’s encounter in 
ankara showed von der leyen flum-
moxed as recep Tayyip Erdogan and 
European Council president Charles 
Michel took two chairs in front of the 
EU and Turkish flags.

“Ehm,” she muttered, holding out 
her arms in apparent exasperation.

Eventually she was seated on a sofa 
a little further away from her counter-
parts, opposite Turkey’s foreign minis-
ter – someone below her in the pecking 
order of diplomatic protocol.

a Turkish official said on april 7: 
“No arrangements were made other 
than those requested by a prelimi-
nary EU delegation which prepared 
the visit”.

Von der leyen, as president of the 
European Commission, is head of the 
EU executive. Michel, president of the 

European Council, represents member 
state governments. Brussels expects 
both to be treated with the protocol 
reserved for a head of government.

“The president of the commission 
was clearly surprised,” European 
Commission spokesman Eric Mamer 
said, insisting von der leyen should 
have been treated “exactly in the 
same manner” as Michel.

“She does consider that these issues 
are important and need to be treated 
appropriately, which they clearly 
were not,” Mamer said.

The faux pas – quickly dubbed “sof-
agate” online – came at a delicate 
moment, as the EU and Turkey look to 
rebuild ties despite concerns over anka-
ra’s record on human rights, including 
discrimination against women.

Erdogan angered Brussels ahead of 
the visit by the bloc’s chiefs by announc-
ing he was withdrawing Turkey from the 
istanbul Convention on preventing vio-
lence against women and children.

‘Shameful’
Speaking after the meeting with the 

Turkish leader, von der leyen stressed 
that “human rights issues are non-
negotiable”.

“i am deeply worried about the fact 

that Turkey withdrew from the istan-
bul Convention” said the former Ger-
man defence minister.

“This is about protecting women, 
and protecting children against vio-
lence, and this is clearly the wrong 
signal right now.”

Spokesman Mamer said the prob-
lem surrounding von der leyen’s 
seating during the meeting with 
Erdogan had “sharpened her focus 
on the issue”.

The perceived slight to the first wom-
an ever to occupy one of the EU’s top two 
roles raised hackles back in Brussels.

“First they withdraw from the istan-
bul Convention and now they leave 
the president of European Commis-
sion without a seat in an official visit. 
Shameful. #Womensrights,” wrote 
Spanish member of the European par-
liament (MEp) iratxe Garcia perez.

German MEp Sergey lagodinsky 
wrote of von der leyen’s utterance that 
“‘Ehm’ is the new term for ‘that’s not how 
EU-Turkey relationship should be’”.

But not all the ire was directed at 
the Turkish side.

Dutch MEp Sophie in ‘t Veld was left 
questioning why Michel was “silent” 
as his female colleague was left with-
out a seat. AFP

US climate 
envoy Kerry 
praises but 
prods india

US President Joe Biden speaks as Vice-President Kamala Harris looks on during an event at the South Court Auditorium at Eisenhower 
Executive Office Building in Washington, DC on Wednesday. GETTY IMAGES/AFP

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (centre) receives EU Council president Charles 
Michel (left) and EU Commission president Ursula Von der Leyen at the Presidential 
Complex in Ankara on Tuesday. TURKISH PRESIDENCY PRESS OFFICE/AFP



Indonesia hits 
13 in Iranian-led 
drug gang with 
death sentence

INDONESIA has handed death 
sentences to a gang of more than 
a dozen drug traffickers, includ-

ing an Iranian couple and a Pakistani 
man, the prosecutor’s office said.

A total of 13 suspects – three 
Iranians, a Pakistani and nine 
Indonesians – were ordered to be 
executed by firing squad for the 
gang’s role in smuggling about 
400kg of methamphetamine, ac-
cording to authorities.

The ruling was delivered by video 
link late on April 6 in West Java’s 
Sukabumi city, where members 
of the drugs ring were caught last 
June, due to Covid-19 restrictions.

Iranian Hossein Salari Rashid led 
the smuggling plot, said Bambang 
Yunianto, head of the Sukabumi 
prosecutors’ office.

He added: “There are four foreign-
ers in the group with [Rashid] the 
mastermind of the crime. He was 
sentenced together with his wife.”

April 6’s ruling was a record for the 
number of drug traffickers sen-
tenced to death at one time in Indo-
nesia, Amnesty International said.

It brought to 30 the number of 
people given the death penalty in the 
country this year, including several 
foreigners, the rights group said.

Most were drug trafficking 
cases, it added.

Indonesia has some of the world’s 
toughest anti-drug laws, but it has 
held off conducting executions for 
several years. In 2019, A French 
drug trafficker briefly on death row 
saw his sentence reduced to a long 
prison term on appeal.

A year earlier, eight Taiwanese 
smugglers were sentenced to death 
by an Indonesian court after being 
caught with around a tonne of crys-
tal methamphetamine.

Several foreign traffickers have 
been executed by firing squad, 
including Australians Andrew Chan 
and Myuran Sukumaran in 2015, 
a case that sparked diplomatic 
outrage and a call to abolish the 
death penalty.

The pair were the accused ring-
leaders of the so-called Bali Nine 
heroin smuggling gang. AFP
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Myanmar’s london embassy ‘seized’ 
by military, ambassador locked out

M
YaNMar’S ambassa-
dor to Britain accused 
a Yangon military-
linked figure of occu-

pying the embassy on april 7 and 
barring him access, in an extraordi-
nary diplomatic stand-off a month 
after the envoy called for the junta 
to release ousted civilian leader 
aung San Suu Kyi.

protesters gathered outside the 
building in london’s Mayfair neigh-
bourhood with the ambassador, 
Kyaw Zwar Minn, as reports emerged 
he had been locked out. When asked 
who was inside, he replied: “Defence 
attache, they occupy my embassy.”

The ambassador said he would stay 
outside the embassy “all night”, ex-
plaining “this is my building”.

Myanmar has been in turmoil 
since the army deposed civilian 
leader Suu Kyi on February 1, with 

nearly 600 people killed in a crack-
down on anti-coup protests that has 
ignited international outrage and 
pleas for restraint.

The junta recalled the ambassador 
last month after he issued a state-
ment urging them to release Suu Kyi 
and president Win Myint.

“Diplomacy is the only response 
and answer to the current impasse,” 
Kyaw Zwar Minn said in the state-
ment that was tweeted by British 
foreign secretary Dominic raab.

Britain’s Foreign Office, which has 
been a strong critic of the coup, said 
it was “seeking further information 
following an incident at Myanmar’s 
embassy in london”, and the Metro-
politan police said they were aware 
of the situation.

Kyaw Zwar Minn told the Daily 
Telegraph that “when i left the em-
bassy, they stormed inside the em-

bassy and took it.
“They said they received instruc-

tion from the capital, so they are not 
going to let me in,” he added, calling 
on the British government to inter-
vene.

Rights abuse dossier
Demonstrations calling for the re-

turn of democracy and the release 
of Suu Kyi have rocked Myanmar 
almost daily since the coup.

Civil servants, doctors and other 
key workers have downed tools as 
part of a civil disobedience move-
ment aimed at preventing the mili-
tary from running the country.

in response, the security forces 
have used rubber bullets and live 
rounds to break up rallies and de-
tained thousands of activists.

international powers have voiced 
anger and dismay at the junta’s bru-

tal approach, and imposed sanc-
tions on key officials.

But while the UN Security Coun-
cil has condemned civilian deaths, 
it has stopped short of considering 
sanctions, with both China and rus-
sia against the move.

and so far, the diplomatic pressure 
appears to be having little effect on 
the bloodshed.

a group representing the ousted 
civilian government on april 7 said 
it has gathered 180,000 pieces of evi-
dence showing rights abuses by the 
junta including torture and extraju-
dicial killings.

a lawyer for the Committee for rep-
resenting pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CrpH) 
– a group of members of parliament 
from Suu Kyi’s National league for 
Democracy (NlD) party – met UN 
investigators on april 7 to discuss al-
leged atrocities by the junta. AFP

VN wants to work with US making jabs
VieTNaMeSe ambassador to 
the US Ha Kim Ngoc on april 5 
proposed the US increase sup-
port for Southeast asian coun-
tries to access Covid-19 vaccines, 
work with Vietnam in transfer-
ring vaccine production tech-
nology and licensing and manu-
facturing vaccines, and promote 
cooperation to ensure effective 
and sustainable supply chains.

The envoy made the pro-
posal during phone talks with 
ami Bera, a Democratic con-
gressman representing the 
state of California and chair-
man of the Subcommittee on 
asia, the pacific, and Nonpro-
liferation at the House Foreign 
affairs Committee.

Ngoc congratulated Bera on 
his re-election as the subcom-
mittee’s chairman, highly valu-
ing the congressman’s contri-
butions to the development of 
the US’ ties with Vietnam and 
other aSeaN countries.

Both sides noted with satis-
faction the great strides in the 
Vietnam-US Comprehensive 

partnership and expressed opti-
mism about the outlook for 
bilateral relations in the future.

For his part, Bera applauded 
the Vietnamese government 
and people’s success in the 
fight against Covid-19 and 
agreed to foster ties to keep 
supply chains stable.

The congressman said that as 
a doctor, he understands the 
need for vaccine access for all 
people, adding that he will dis-
cuss the possibility of coopera-
tion in vaccine production with 
the US administration, as sug-
gested by Vietnam.

He agreed with Ngoc that the 
two countries should maintain 
constructive dialogue to resolve 
outstanding problems, includ-
ing the US Trade representative 
Office wrapping up the “Section 
301” investigation and not tak-
ing any action unfavourable to 
bilateral trade and investment.

Voicing his concern about the 
escalation of violence and dis-
crimination against people of 
asian descent, including Viet-

namese, Ngoc asked Bera and 
all-level administrations and 
parliaments, especially those in 
California, to carry out effective 
measures to ensure security, 
safety, and access to healthcare, 
education, employment, and 
other social welfare services for 
the Vietnamese community.

Bera noted that he opposes 
racial discrimination and 
pledged to keep working with 
Vietnam and other countries 
to deal with this issue.

During the talks, the two sides 
also discussed the enhance-
ment of the aSeaN-US Strate-
gic partnership in some region-
ally important issues.

The Vietnamese diplomat 
applauded the US’ commitment 
to maintaining the fundamental 
principles to secure rules-based 
maritime order, including the 
adherence to the 1982 United 
Nations Convention on the law 
of the Sea (UNClOS).

He called on the US admin-
istration and congress to pay 
more attention to and reserve 

more resources for effectively 
implementing the Mekong-US 
partnership.

affirming the importance of 
the east Sea – known interna-
tionally as the South China Sea, 
Bera expressed his concern over 
the recent developments in the 
strategic waterway, showing 
support for ensuring navigation 
freedom, maritime security and 
safety, the rule of law, as well as 
regional peace and stability.

Bera also affirmed that his 
country advocates efforts by 
aSeaN, including Vietnam, to 
seek peaceful solutions to the 
Myanmar issue.

in response to Ngoc’s invita-
tion, he voiced keenness to 
visit Vietnam and the region 
once the Covid-19 pandemic 
is brought under control.

The phone talks followed an 
array of recent discussions 
between the Vietnamese 
embassy and the administra-
tion of president Joe Biden and 
the 117th Congress of the US. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NET WORK

Myanmar ambassador to the UK Kyaw Zwar Minn (centre) stands locked outside the Myanmar embassy in London on Wednesday. AFP
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Opinion

C
OViD-19, a deadly conta-
gious disease, is testing peo-
ple’s trust in the loyalty and 
resilience of the government.

For more than a year since its out-
break in China and around the world, 
the Cambodian government has 
been highly vigilant and striving to 
establish and strictly implement 
health and administrative measures 
aimed at preventing the spread of the 
novel coronavirus into the communi-
ty and mitigating its socio-economic 
impacts.

Through the year 2020, when many 
countries around the world grappled 
with the pandemic with a large 
number of infections and deaths, 
Cambodia luckily had only a small 
number of imported cases with no 
death. There was neither curfew nor 
serious administrative measures 
apart from the closures of some 
schools, resorts, sport and entertain-
ment venues, and nightclubs in 
phnom penh – due to a short-lived 
community outbreak in November – 
which were then lifted.

Cambodia has been highly praised 
by the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) and other international insti-
tutions for its effective control and 
prevention of Covid-19 while its asian 
neighbors such as Thailand, Malaysia, 
Singapore and the philippines are still 
reeling from its impact.

it was great pride for Cambodian 
leaders and officials at all levels who 
had successfully provided security 
and safety to their compatriots. How-
ever, that did not last long with the 
government having to grapple with 
the resurgence of a large-scale com-
munity outbreak on February 20 of 
this year.

Negligence in quarantine control at 
a hotel in phnom penh has led to the 
rapid spread of the virus in the capi-
tal and to some provinces. as of april 
8, the Ministry of Health had record-
ed 2,496 transmission cases linked to 
the February 20 outbreak with 1,393 
recoveries. 

and since the pandemic began, the 
country has logged more than 20 
deaths with over one thousand 
patients remaining hospitalised. The 
number of infections is likely to rise 
in the coming days. 

The situation has prompted the 
government to take a series of strict 
measures. They include urgently 
adopting related law and regulations, 
accelerating and expanding vaccina-
tion drive, issuing specific preventive 
measure such as the “three protec-
tions and three don’ts”, and most 
recently imposing inter-provincial 
travel and curfew.

The community outbreak of Covid-
19 has caused severe damage to the 
wellbeing of people throughout the 
country and also put their lives at risk. 
it has compelled the government to 
use huge funds, human and other 
resources in a bid to contain the pan-
demic and treat infected patients. 

Now one may wonder if the govern-
ment, particularly health officials and 
local authorities, are resilient enough 
to manage such a precarious, critical 
situation. 

it is evident that putting an end to 
the February 20 community outbreak 
would be a daunting task for the gov-
ernment. it requires active participa-
tion of officials at all levels.

it is truly admirable that under the 
leadership and appeal of prime Min-
ister Hun Sen, a large team of medi-
cal doctors have volunteered to be at 

the frontline, playing active roles in 
preventing Covid-19 transmission 
and treating infected patients. a team 
of volunteer medical doctors led by 
Hun Mani have joined hands while a 
task force led by Hun Manet has 
timely arranged hospitals and suita-
ble places for vaccination, quaran-
tine and treatment of Covid-19 
patients.

at the same time, many philanthro-
pists have contributed significantly to 
the purchase of vaccines, Covid-19 
prevention campaign, and the acqui-
sition of NokorTep Women’s Hospital 
to be converted to a treatment facility.

The Covid-19 vaccination drive has 
been very active throughout the 
country, with the voluntary participa-
tion of government officials and peo-

ple among the priority groups getting 
vaccinated.

Cambodia, known as “a small coun-
try having big heart”, also allows for-
eigners to get vaccinated against the 
disease for free. 

Despite great positive achieve-
ments, there are some shortfalls in 
the prevention of Covid-19.

Officials in charge of quarantine 
centres were not diligent enough. 
They seemed to have underestimated 
the severity of the Covid-19 situation, 
which had consequently led to the 
devastative February 20 community 
outbreak. Only punishing a hotel 
security guard for his negligence 
leading to the outbreak would not be 
an acceptable response in the eyes of 
many people.

One may ask how a few foreign 
women could possibly bring the new 
variants of Covid-19 into Cambodia 

without assistance from powerful 
individuals and why would an ordi-
nary security guard be able to get 
them out of the quarantine site and 
spread the disease to many people in 
the community. 

This should be a systemic problem 
to be solved.

it should be noted that the 
improper use of power and exces-
sive implementation of government-
imposed laws and measures are still 
commonly seen. This would have 
caused the general public’s distrust 
in government officials. The negli-
gence in duty by lower-level officials 
has consequently contributed to 
public scepticism about the loyalty 
and commitment of the top leader-
ship in their efforts to protect the 

wellbeing and safety of the popula-
tion. it has also had some negative 
impact on the implementation of 
administrative measures.

While a large number of people 
including workers, civilians and sol-
diers have volunteered to be vacci-
nated according to the government’s 
priority arrangement, some remain 
reluctant to get inoculated with vac-
cines produced in China – Sinop-
harm and Sinovac – and india, name-
ly astraZeneca, which is marketed as 
CoviShield.

This has prompted prime Minister 
Hun Sen to reiterate his call – which 
doubles as pressures and warnings – 
for both military personnel and civil 
officials to get vaccinated He has 
instructed the heads of public insti-
tutions and the Ministry of Civil Serv-
ice to prepare a name list of officials 
who have not volunteered for vacci-

nation. The prime minister has 
warned that those who fail to do so 
risk losing their jobs.

One can ask whether those who 
refuse to get vaccinated would want 
to be infected or not afraid of Covid-
19? The answer is simply no. They 
have little confidence in the leaders’ 
appeal. and they do not have suffi-
cient information about the quality, 
effectiveness, and possible side 
effect of vaccines made in China 
and india in order to make their 
proper decision.

in conclusion, the people’s trust in 
the government is key to ensuring an 
active response to the call and effec-
tive implementation of government 
measures. law enforcement officials 
shall refrain from abusing their 
authorities and excessively enforce 
any law beyond its intended purpose 
in order to avoid needless disap-
pointment among members of the 
public. 

The general public should also 
understand that the Covid-19 pan-
demic is a critical public health crisis 
severely damaging their livelihood 
and causing deaths – a situation    
that could hardly be recovered. 
Hence, it is important for them to 
join the government by all means 
including providing spiritual, materi-
al and financial supports in order to 
prevent the Covid-19 transmission in 
our country at any costs.

The prevention of this deadly dis-
ease is the duty of us all. it is not for 
political reason or political interest of 
any party but it is being done for 
upholding natural cause and protect-
ing our homeland.

Nobody is safe until everyone is 
safe. in this tough situation, let all 
people be united in the vaccination 
campaign and strictly abide by health 
and administrative measures for the 
wellbeing and safety of all of us, our 
family and country.

Ly Tayseng is Managing Partner, HBS Law and 
HBS Notary Public.

Public trust in gov’t essential to 
successful Covid-19 prevention

A teacher gets vaccinated against Covid-19 as a foreigner looks on at a high school in Phnom Penh. Cambodia, known as ‘a small country 
having big heart,’ also allows foreigners to get vaccinated against the disease for free. Hean Rangsey

Opinion
 Ly Tayseng

Let all people be united in the 
vaccination campaign . . . for the 
wellbeing and safety of all of us, 

our family and country
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ratanakkiri precious stone a hidden gem
Roth Sochieata

l
OOK closely at the 
photo accompanying 
this article of the ring 
that has a sparkling 

blue oval gemstone set in a 
gold band with a design that 
is simple but with a classy 
elegance. You’d guess it was 
a teal sapphire or maybe an 
aquamarine, right?

Wrong. The gemstone in the 
ring that i’m describing is ac-
tually a zircon and their use in 
jewellery has been growing in 
popularity by leaps and bounds 
in recent years internation-
ally – which is great news for 
Cambodia, because ratanak-
kiri province is the only known 
large scale commercially-vi-
able source for these coveted 
blue zircon stones.

Many people – including 
some Cambodians – aren’t 
aware of this because Cam-
bodia’s zircons don’t start out 
blue. They are brown zircons 
that turn blue when heat-
treated, but ratanakkiri is the 
only place in the world where 
this curious variety of zircon 
are to be found.

The ring just described 
was designed by alice Varini, 
a French jeweller and gem-
mologist. it is just one among 
dozens of stunning and cre-
ative designs found in her 
showroom on Street 240 in 
phnom penh. 

“Don’t be confused by the 
name. Zircon is a natural, 
magnificent and underrated 
gemstone that has been worn 
and treasured since ancient 
times. it is definitely not cubic 
zirconia,” Varini emphasises.

“Zircon is one of the mod-
ern December birthstones, it 
is available in many colours 
and it looks wonderful in 
jewellery if set carefully,” says 
Varini.

What makes Varini’s jewel-
lery stand out is her choice 
to only use verifiably ethical 
and sustainable sources for 
her gemstones. There are no 
blood diamonds in Varini’s 
shop and there never will be, 

nor anything else of dubious 
provenance or exploitative 
origins.

“i could make a lot more 
money just importing ready-
made jewellery from Thai-
land and China, actually. But 
what would be the point? i 
want to sell unique items that 
are handmade by local arti-
sans. That is why all of our 
jewellery is different,” Varini 
explains. 

Varini says she works with 
local miners, local jewellers 
and local gem-cutters – all of 
whom she has built up a re-
lationship of trust with over 
time despite her being a for-
eigner.

“There is no standard cut or 
standard size in Cambodia’s 
gemstone industry. Most of 
my suppliers are families who 
directly mine and cut them. 
They are the people who i 
want to support and who i 
know i can trust,” Varini says. 

Varini says she adores Cam-
bodia’s unique gems and that 
she cherishes her relation-
ships with the local miners 
and craftsmen she has met 
over the course of her 7-year 
stay in the Kingdom.

Originally hired by artisans 
angkor in Siem reap, Varini 
arrived in Cambodia in 2014 
with a mission to train Cam-
bodian jewellers and help 
them build a jewellery work-
shop and design their first 
jewellery collection.

“i worked with artisans 
angkor for three years. after 
three years i moved on be-
cause we had achieved our 
goals there once the compa-
ny was up and running with 
well-trained workers. 

“So i decided to move on 
and face new challenges and 
learn new things while i was 
still young and had some 
time to explore my potential,” 
Varini tells The Post.

Varini, 31, graduated with a 
degree in design from Haute 
Ecole de Joaillerie and in 
gemmology from France’s 
National institute of Gem-
mology after a total of eight 

long years of study.
in her cosy showroom on 

Street 240, she has jewellery 
made from zircons, rubies, 
sapphires and more in a rain-
bow of colours that sparkle in 
shades of ruby red to emerald 
green along with yellow to-
paz, purple amethysts and 
Cambodia’s very own blue 
zircons.

“This is also my office, and 
my design space and also my 
workshop ... but i would 
rather call this a show-
room since i’m not on 
the ground floor,” 
she says while giv-
ing me the grand 
tour.  

 Varini’s gem-
stones are all set 
into delicate 
and tastefully 
designed rings, 
pendants and 
bracelets. 

“i make all of my 
jewellery from silver 
and gold with natural 
gemstones that i hand-se-
lect myself,” she says.

alice Varini Jewellery has 
sparked some interest from 
international clientele of late 
and Varini feels this is because 

she understands what her 
customers want and 
so she simply 
gives it to 
them – but 

o n l y 
in lim-

i t e d e d i t i o n s 
– no matter how popu-

lar the design might prove 
to be.   

“all of my pieces are made 
in very limited editions, a 
maximum of 10 pieces only,” 
Varini says.

Clients from France, amer-
ica, australia, russia, Japan, 
Korea – and lately, more and 
more locals – have all mar-
velled at the precious hand-
made treasures Varini is of-
fering, with at least a few new 
faces visiting her showroom 
monthly this past year de-
spite the pandemic. 

recently, a woman visiting 
her shop came to pick up a 
ring that she had special-or-
dered and she stood staring 
at it in silence for minutes 
before saying that she’d never 
seen something that beauti-
ful in her entire life.

“i almost broke down and 
cried, it was such a wonderful 
compliment to hear,” Varini 
says.

Varini says that her three 
favourite ring designs of all 
time she’s created are named 
for women – lisa, adana and 
Bopha. 

adana has a row 
of three pale 

blue zircons 
from ratanak-
kiri, almost 

appearing as 
if they were 
suspended 

in mid-air, 
while lisa 
has a rough 
oval piece 

of blue zircon 
in its centre 

and smaller zir-
cons on its side 
and Bopha is 
inspired by the 

crown of the apsara and 
thus, fittingly, also uses 

Cambodian zircons. 
right now in her show-

room, Varini has pieces 
ranging in price from $15 up 
to $500. She prefers to keep 
most of her jewellery as af-
fordable and accessible as 
she can to better serve the 
local market. 

However, the most expensive 
piece she has ever made, she 
admits, was a ring and bangle 
set with 18k rose Gold set-
tings and decorated with ruby 
and diamond gemstones. 

They were sold as a match-
ing set to the customer who’d 
ordered them by special re-
quest – paying $3000 and 
$5000 for each, respectively.

“Orders like that do happen. 
it’s just part of being a jeweller 
– but not every day, more like 
once in a blue moon as the 
saying goes,” Varini explains.

Success for Varini is about 
more than money or the price 
tags on the jewellery she de-
signs and sells. The creative 
and artistic aspects of her 
profession are overlooked by 
many people, but Varini says 
they were motivated her pri-
marily to become a jeweller 
in the first place.

“i do wish i could hire an 
assistant to help me out, 
maybe someone local with 
more connections. i would 
like to have more time to do 
more creative design work. i 
believe we can always be bet-
ter and we should never stop 

trying to improve product 
quality,” Varini says. 

if you’re interested in learn-
ing about gems and designing 
and making your own jewel-
lery, Varini holds monthly 
workshops on these topics 
that are open to the pub-
lic and the next one on her 
schedule will be april 25.

Varini says she loves to 
teach and that the april 25 
workshop will be divided into 
two sessions.  

The first session will be a 
gemmology workshop and 
Varini will teach you every-
thing you need to know about 
Cambodian gemstones and 
answer all your questions so 
you can learn everything you 
want to know about them as 
well. 

people will discover where 
the true hidden gems are lo-
cated at within the Kingdom 
of Wonder and how they can 
find gemstones themselves. 

The gemmology workshop 
also covers gemstone identi-
fication, how to tell whether a 
stone is natural, synthetic or 
just plain fake as well as how 
to care for gemstones and 
more. it will be two and a half 
hours minimum and the cost 
is $45 per person. 

The second workshop ses-
sion is all about DiY jewellery 
and it is shorter and more 
hands-on and fun, lasting 
about 90 minutes. Varini will 
teach you how to make a cor-
don bracelet yourself and ex-
plain the differences between 
cubic zirconia and natural 
white zircons. 

 “Cambodia is blessed to 
have beautiful natural gem-
stones. i am passionate about 
blue zircons and also white 
zircons. They are some of the 
prettiest gems in the world 
and they’ve been treasured by 
people through all of human 
history. Before history as we 
know it, actually.

“We are so lucky in Cambo-
dia to have the only source for 
the unique blue zircons here,” 
Varini says. 

Varini invites anyone and 
everyone who is curious 
about gemstones and wants 
to know more to join her at 
her workshop on april 25 or 
just drop by a visit and and 
check out her creations any 
time.

asked if she has any mes-
sage she’d like to convey 
or words of wisdom, Varini 
doesn’t hesitate:

“Buy local, shop local and 
produce local – especially for 
jewellery and gemstones,” 
she says.  

alice Varini Jewellery is 
located at 29 Oknha Chhun 
Street (St 240) on the first 
floor above Bliss Spa. pa-
trons are welcome to visit 
between 1pm to 6pm and 
her special workshops will 
be held on april 25. 

For more information, 
alice Varini Jewellery can 
be reached via Facebook:             
@alicevarinijewelry.

Alice Varini in her jewellery showroom on Street 240 in Phnom Penh. Supplied

Alice will hold workshops on April 25 on Cambodian gemmology and how to create your own DIY jewellery. 
Supplied
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Piece of history?
  6 Idaho exports, informally
 11 Animation collectible
 14 Boxing venue
 15 Lofty nest
 16 Historic time
 17 Leader
 19 Safety device
 20 Penny
 21 Climbing plant
 23 Tapioca plant
 27 Hot-dish supports
 29 Projecting bay windows
 30 Picnic staple
 31 Kind of wave
 32 Provide quarters for
 33 Before, before
 36 Caddie’s bagful
 37 Brief letter-ending
 38 14-Across seating
 39 Hearty brew
 40 Cries like a baby
 41 Clean feathers with the tongue
 42 North Polelike
 44 Leisure pants

 45 Radiate or shine
 47 Three-syllable poetic foot
 48 Aero-dynamic
 49 Command to a dog
 50 Amniotic ___
 51 Deleting letters, in a way
 58 Met display
 59 Pond scum, e.g.
 60 Apres-ski drink
 61 Nod’s indication
 62 Indian yogurt dish
 63 Dweeb
DOWN
  1 Brits’ air arm
  2 Miscalculate
  3 Zodiac lion
  4 Bed-and-breakfast, e.g.
  5 Relative of a boo
  6 Place to sweat it out
  7 ___ up (confined)
  8 Coffeepot for a crowd
  9 Parcheesi cube
 10 Submissive
 11 Arrangement on the table
 12 Put up, as a building
 13 Plasterwork backers
 18 Cranks up the V-8

 22 Victim of temptation
 23 Word with “terra-”
 24 Disney mermaid
 25 Unintended consequences
 26 Caspian and others
 27 Guided trips
 28 “Lady Sings the Blues” star
 30 Was capable of
 32 Mandel of TV
 34 Exudes unpleasantly
 35 ___ & Young (accounting firm)
 37 Safecracker, in slang
 38 Skeet launcher
 40 Place to buy ice cream
 41 Make believe, on stage
 43 Have regrets
 44 Click, as the fingers
 45 English exam finale, sometimes
 46 Danger signal
 47 Bewildered
 49 32-card bidding game
 52 “Carte” or “mode” word
 53 Film special effects technique
 54 Cud chewer
 55 Hotel freebie
 56 Easter predecessor?
 57 Space between

“PLACE MAT” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution
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‘Mrs Sri lanka’ regains 
title after on-stage fracas

Geneva watch expo goes digital

a 
Sri lankan beauty pageant winner 
who had her crown yanked off by last 
year’s champion in an ugly on-stage 
fracas has been re-declared the victor 

and says she will sue.
pushpika de Silva, who needed hospital 

treatment after the incident at Sunday’s gala, 
was named “Mrs Sri lanka” again at a smaller 
ceremony on april 6.

“i forgive everyone involved in this incident,” 
an emotional de Silva said on Tuesday.

“if anyone thinks they can obstruct me by 
doing this type of thing, they will not succeed. i 
am an iron woman.”

She said, however, that she planned to launch 
legal action against her alleged attacker, reign-
ing champion Caroline Jurie.

Jurie had forcibly removed de Silva’s crown 
on stage in the climax of the ceremony, saying 
that de Silva was divorced and therefore ineli-
gible for the prize.

To qualify for the title, contestants must be 
married. De Silva is estranged from her hus-
band, but they are still legally married.

Organisers said they were claiming com-
pensation from Jurie for damages to the 
stage and backstage dressing rooms where 

several mirrors were smashed. “We are 
also holding an inquiry,” said the local 
franchise-holder of the event, Chandimal  
Jayasinghe.

Jurie, who is the reigning “Mrs World”, has 
also been accused by organisers of bringing 
disrepute to the event.

it was broadcast live on social media plat-
forms.

Chandimal Jayasinghe told reporters in Sri 
lanka they were “deeply disturbed and sin-
cerely regret” the behaviour of Jurie.

Social media calls have been mounting to 
strip Jurie of her “Mrs World” title.

There was no immediate comment from her.
“She should be stripped of the (Mrs World) 

title,” posted Facebook user anushka lovell. “it 
will teach her about humiliation.”

“My instinct says Caroline Jurie is not fit for 
current Mrs World title,” posted rohan pathi-
rana, another Facebook user.

Sri lankan journalist Munza Mushtaq said on 
Twitter that the drama was “utterly shameful”.

“if Mrs World stands for demeaning other 
women by the reigning Mrs World, then we no 
longer need men to put down women, because 
women do it better,” she wrote. AFP

Geneva’S international expo 
of fine watches opened on 
Wednesday with an online 
2021 edition before shifting 
next week to Shanghai, where 
the coronavirus is under  
control.

The fair, one of the major 
annual gatherings for luxury 
watchmakers, was cancelled 
last year due to the pandemic 
but is going ahead virtually 
this year.

The Salon international de la 
Haute Horlogerie, now restyled 
as Watches and Wonders, in-
cludes major brands includ-
ing rolex, patek philippe and 
Cartier.

The fine watchmaking fair 
will see brands present new 
products through online con-
ferences and presentations.

emmanuel perrin, interim 
president of the Foundation 
High Horology, which organises 
the event, said it was important 
for the watch industry to main-
tain the salon, calling it “our 
Fashion Week, our Davos”.

“it’s been a tough year eco-
nomically, in terms of busi-
ness, for the whole industry,” 
perrin said in opening re-
marks, stressing that holding 
the expo online was “the right 
thing to do”.

expert debates streamed 

live on the platform will in-
clude discussions on the 
lasting consequences of the 
pandemic, the role of new ma-
terials and technology and the 
impact that blockchain could 
have on watchmaking.

The watch industry is Swit-
zerland’s third-largest export 
sector. it has been hit hard by 
the Covid-19 crisis, with bou-
tiques closing due to restric-
tions to control the spread of 
the virus, and the collapse of 
the tourism industry on which 
the luxury sector depends.

in 2020, Swiss watch exports 
fell by 21.8 per cent to 17 bil-
lion Swiss francs ($18.6 billion) 
compared with the previous 
year, according to figures from 

the watchmaking federation.
exports plunged by 81.3 per 

cent in april 2020 before grad-
ually recovering from august 
onwards.

China remained the only 
growth market among major 
destinations for Swiss watch-
makers, with exports up 20 
per cent, while Chinese con-
sumer purchases have shifted 
to local stores due to travel re-
strictions.

While europe struggles to 
tame the pandemic, the sa-
lon’s online edition, running 
until april 13, will feature 38 
different brands.

The physical version in 
Shanghai, from april 14-18, 
will feature 19 brands. AFP

People attend the ‘Salon International de la Haute Horlogerie’ (SIHH) 
professional fair in fine watchmaking in Geneva in 2017. AFP

Winner of Mrs Sri Lanka 2020 Caroline Jurie (second left) removes the crown of 2021 winner Pushpika de 
Silva (centre) as she is disqualified at a beauty pageant for married women in Colombo on April 4. AFP
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Mbappe stars as pSG defeat Bayern 
Munich in Champions quarter-final
K

ylian Mbappe in-
sisted paris Saint-
Germain still have 
it all to do after he 

scored twice in a thrilling 3-2 
win at holders Bayern Munich 
on Wednesday’s Champions 
league quarter-final first leg.

Bayern had their 19-match 
unbeaten run in the Champi-
ons league ended in a repeat of 
last year’s final, as the German 
giants suffered their first Euro-
pean defeat since March 2019.

pSG raced into a 2-0 lead 
after just 28 minutes behind 
closed doors at the allianz 
arena as neymar created goals 
for Mbappe and Marquinhos.

Bayern, whose top scorer 
robert lewandowski is side-
lined by a knee injury, drew 
level courtesy of headers by 
Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting 
and Thomas Mueller.

However, Mbappe showed his 
class with a superb second goal 
to give the visitors an advantage 
for the return leg in paris.

“We used all our chances and 
had a bit of luck, but nothing 
has been decided,” Mbappe 
told Sky, with the second leg to 
come in paris on april 13.

pSG goalkeeper Keylor navas 
played a key role with a string 
of saves as Bayern peppered his 
goal with 31 shots compared to 
the French club’s six.

“We have to score a lot more 
goals,” said Mueller. “if it had 
ended 5-3 or 6-3 for us, no one 
could have complained based 
on the chances.”

Bayern coach Hansi Flick, 
who finished on the losing side 
for the first time in the Cham-
pions league, also rued the 
number of missed chances.

“With the chances we had, 
we could have got a good re-
sult despite conceding three 
goals,” Flick said.

“We don’t like to lose, but the 
way the team played was top.”

This was a record 19th ap-
pearance in the Champions 
league quarter-finals for Bay-
ern, but there was little for 

them to celebrate at the final 
whistle.

“Kylian Mbappe made the 
difference. it’s a very positive 
result for us, but everything 
is still open,” said pSG coach 
Maurico pochettino.

Marquinhos scores, limps off
Covid-19 cast its shadow 

over both teams with Bayern 
winger Serge Gnabry, plus 
pSG pair alessandro Florenzi 
and Marco Verratti quaran-
tined after testing positive.

Heavy snow fell in the first 
half in Munich as the visitors 
put the heat on the holders.

The opening goal came af-
ter neymar sprinted through 
a gaping hole in the defence 
and laid the ball off for 
Mbappe, whose shot flew 
into the net through Manuel 
neuer’s legs.

pSG forward Julian Draxler 
had a goal disallowed with 
Mbappe offside in the build-
up as the visitors kept up the 
pressure.

Bayern midfielder leon Gore-
tzka powered a header into the 
feet of navas just before the 
hosts fell two goals behind.

a clearance kick only got 
as far as neymar, whose ball 
over the top found Marqu-
inhos unmarked in the area 
to stroke his shot past neuer, 
shortly before the pSG captain 
limped off injured.

Flick responded by bringing 
on alphonso Davies to provide 
pace on the flanks and moved 
David alaba into defensive 
midfield. 

The hosts pulled a goal 
back when Mueller’s cross 
was headed past navas by 
Choupo-Moting to make it 
2-1 at half-time.

neymar was denied by 
neuer and angel Di Maria 
had an effort cleared off 
the line, while leroy Sane 
went close at the other end 
for Bayern as both teams 
had their chances after the 
break.

Bayern then equalised when 
Mueller nodded in a superb 
Joshua Kimmich free-kick on 
the hour.

However, the wintry night in 
Munich belonged to Mbappe, 
who showed his class by turn-
ing Bayern defender Jerome 
Boateng inside and out before 
driving his shot past neuer 
with 22 minutes left.

Bayern went down fighting 
as alaba and Mueller both 
fired agonisingly wide in the 
dying stages.  AFP

British rower Grant keen as Olympics loom
BriTiSH rower imogen Grant 
is returning to international 
competition after a 20-month 
hiatus as the Olympic count-
down begins – after being 
forced to train on dry land for 
months during the coronavirus 
lockdown.

Grant, 25, is competing in the 
lightweight women’s double 
sculls at the European rowing 
Championships in Varese, italy, 
which start on april 9.

The Cambridge University 
medical student says the mood 
inside the British camp is pos-
itive less than four months 

away from the start of the 
delayed Games in Tokyo – and 
she can’t wait to make her 
Olympic debut.

“We just want to get to the 
first set of racing to be honest,” 
she said.

“Obviously it’s been an entire 
12 months in the interim. Emi-
ly [Craig, her partner in the 
boat] and i both thrived during 
the lockdown period even 
though it wasn’t easy. 

“We were both training in our 
living rooms for the entire sum-
mer but actually it was a really 
good opportunity for us to both 

get stronger and faster.”
Both rowers managed to 

complete personal bests on 
rowing machines – Craig in her 
kitchen and Grant in her living 
room.

“There are almost laughable 
situations,” said Grant. “But it 
turned out to be really good 
training and so we both came 
out of the first long lockdown 
when we were off the water in 
really good shape and once we 
were able to get back in the 
double [scull] we kind of hit the 
ground running.

“We had a really good winter 
– lots of training, rolling with 
every punch that came our 
way, various lockdowns, vari-
ous restrictions.”

Grant who last competed 
internationally at the World 
rowing Championships in aus-
tria in 2019, said by the time the 
Olympics were officially post-
poned last year the decision did 
not come as a surprise.

now she is confident she can 
put the Games in the diary, 
with organisers insisting they 
will start in late July.

Powerhouse
Grant says the European 

championship will be the first 
chance to assess how Britain’s 
competitors are performing.

The nation has topped the 
medals table at the past three 
Olympics, though they will 
be without their long-serving 
chief coach Jurgen Grobler, 
who stepped down last 
year.

The make-up of the women’s 
team is similar to last year but 
the standout new face is two-
time Olympic gold medallist 
Helen Glover, who is back in 
the squad after having three 
children since the 2016 rio 
Games.

“i think in a lot of ways the 
extra year has been really ben-
eficial,” said Grant. “at the start 
of the Olympiad there was 
some talk that the squad was a 
little bit too young and a little 
bit too inexperienced.

“So, actually, 12 more months 
to train to get stronger, to get 
faster, to row together in a crew, 
can actually be really beneficial 
and it’s also enabled a few new-
er people to come in and add 
to the team.”

Grant, whose medical degree 
is on hold, has recently com-
pleted a masters degree in 

obstetrics and gynaecology 
and is still doing elements of 
research.

“Everyone’s life has been put 
on hold but i think one of the 
things that made the Olympic 
postponement bearable was 
because, well it’s no different 
for anyone else.”

in the longer term there may 
be a positive knock-on effect 
for Grant, who does not feel she 
will be done with rowing after 
Tokyo.

“it’s quite exciting for me 
because for a long time 2020 
was going to be the last Olym-
pic Games with lightweight 
rowing in it,” she said.

“There was talk of introduc-
ing coastal rowing in paris. But 
because of the pandemic and 
because of postponements 
they have agreed there will be 
no change to the rowing events 
in paris 2024.

“So i have the option of try-
ing to race a lightweight boat 
at another Olympics, which 
hadn’t been an option before-
hand, which was quite the rev-
elation to me because i just 
assumed this was my last 
chance and now it might not 
be.” AFP

Britain’s Imogen Grant (right) and Emily Craig row in a double scull at a GB 
Rowing Team pre-Olympic 2020 training camp in February last year. AFP

French Open 
tournament 
start date to 
be delayed
THE 2021 French Open ten-
nis tournament w il l be 
delayed by one week, a source 
close to the organisers said 
on april 7.

The clay-court Grand Slam 
event was set to begin on May 
23, but will now get underway 
on May 30 in the hope of more 
fans being able to attend at 
roland Garros.

last year’s French Open was 
delayed by four months and 
held in September and October 
instead of its longstanding 
May-June slot.

Crowds were limited to just 
1,000 spectators each day.

Coronavirus restrictions were 
tightened across France last 
Wednesday although all pro-
fessional sport is carrying on, 
albeit behind closed doors. 
president Emmanuel Macron 
has expressed a wish to re-open 
cinemas, museums and the-
atres in mid-May.

On april 6, the French sports 
ministry said the government 
was discussing a possible delay 
of “a few days”.

French player alize Cornet 
hit out at sports minister rox-
a na Ma raci nea nu a nd 
Macron’s government over 
the postponement.

“it stays between us but our 
sport minister is a disaster. 
Sorry,” Cornet told the Tennis 
Channel after her second-
round win over Elise Mertens 
at the WTa event in Charleston 
in the US on april 7.

“i’m sorry, i have nothing 
against her but she only takes 
bad decisions for sport like she 
doesn’t care. and i know it 
comes from the government, 
i’m pretty sure.

“[it] might come also from the 
tournament because i heard 
they might have more people if 
they postpone for one week.

“But still, i think it’s a pret-
ty selfish decision to be hon-
est because the calendar is 
going to suffer from this  
postponement.”

last month, Gilles Moretton, 
the new president of the French 
Tennis Federation (FFT), said 
he “dared not” consider an out-
right cancellation.

“if we go into total lockdown 
for two months, we will obvi-
ously need to take measures 
– the worst being the outright 
cancellation, but i dare not 
imagine that,” he said.

rafael nadal will defend his 
title after winning a record-
extending 13th French Open 
last year, while iga Swiatek of 
poland is the reigning women’s 
champion.

last season, the professional 
tours were suspended from 
March until august, with Wim-
bledon cancelled.

This year’s australian Open 
was postponed by three 
weeks, although Wimbledon 
is still scheduled to take place 
in its usual slot, starting on 
June 28. AFP

Bayern Munich’s defender Benjamin Pavard (right) and PSG’s defender Abdou Diallo both jump to head the 
ball during the Champions League quarter-final first leg football match on Wednesday. AFP
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