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May Kunmakara

THE US embassy in Phnom 
Penh and American Chamber 
of Commerce in Cambodia 
(AmCham) will take a four-
point strategic approach to 
ramp up US business and 
investment into the Kingdom.

A Joint Working Plan was 
signed to this end on April 2 
between US ambassador 
Patrick Murphy and AmCham 
president Anthony Galliano.

The plan centres on four key 
objectives – to support sales 
of US products and services, 
and increase awareness of the 
country’s brands and stand-
ards; and to work closely with 
the government and stake-
holders to improve the King-
dom’s business climate.

The other two goals are to 
encourage corporate social 
responsibility (CSR) and 
building on the US’ “CSR lead-
ership”; and to undergird the 
female business community, 
addressing gender disparities 
faced by the Kingdom’s wom-
en entrepreneurs.

Remarking that the US is 
Cambodia’s single largest 
trading partner, Murphy told 
the signing ceremony that 
the partnership would fuel 
the growth of US businesses 
in the Kingdom and lead to 
further investment and trade 
between the two countries.

“The combined efforts are to 
promote US businesses, and 
the US-Cambodia economic 
and commercial ties, expand 
US exports here in Cambodia, 
and increase the investment 
and trade in both directions,” he 
said in his opening remarks.

AmCham’s Galliano said US 
products are omnipresent in 
the Kingdom and “uniquely 
touch” people’s lives every day.

Stressing how “underesti-
mated” the US presence in 
the Cambodian consumer 
market is and how “intangi-
ble” many US goods are, Gal-
liano asserted that the US’ are 
“probably the most influential 
of any country’s products”.

He listed Facebook, Micro-
soft, Amazon, Google, What-
sApp and Coca Cola as exam-
ples of US companies that 
provide goods and services 
widely used daily by Cambo-
dian consumers, adding that 
Apple iPhones, Dell comput-
ers, Hewlett Packard printers, 
Fuso trucks and John Deere 
tractors also enjoy substantial 
market share in the Kingdom.

He noted that US fast food 
brands such as Burger King, 
Domino’s Pizza, Kentucky 
Fried Chicken, Dairy Queen, 
Papa John’s Pizza and Louisi-
ana Famous Fried Chicken 
are conspicuously popular.

ConTinuEd – pagE 6

Mom Kunthear

T
HE Ministry of Health will 
begin the first phase of 
Covid-19 vaccinations for 
nearly 100,000 workers on 

April 7, with Prime Minister Hun 
Sen urging vaccinations for workers 
in the informal economy to also be-
gin as soon as possible.

Ministry spokeswoman Or Van-

dine: “Our vaccination plan is for 
745,000 people, of whom 100,000 
are workers. We’ve already reserved 
Covid-19 vaccines for them; never-
theless this vaccine cannot cover 
every worker. Those not vaccinated 
in the first phase will have vaccines 
provided to them once more jabs 
are available.”

Vandine said across the coun-
try the vaccination campaign was 

going smoothly but that it should 
be accelerated if possible because 
the vaccine protects human lives 
against the Covid-19 virus.

“The benefits of this vaccine are 
enormous. Therefore, I would like to 
ask our workers to understand any 
[supply] problems that might arise. 
Other countries also want the vac-
cines for their people. Our country 
is providing it free of charge to our 

people to keep them healthy,” she 
said on April 3.

According to Vandine, more than 
50,000 people were vaccinated in 
just two days with nearly 20,000 
people getting the jab on April 1 and 
over 30,000 on April 2. This repre-
sented a three-fold increase in vol-
unteers compared to the first cam-
paign that began on February 10. 

She said the national commis-

sion overseeing the campaign has 
expanded the number of vaccina-
tion sites from 109 to 250 across the 
country and that in Phnom Penh 
alone they have expanded from five 
to 48 sites in order to expedite the 
process.

Heng Sour, spokesman for the 
Ministry of Labour and Vocational

Jabs for workers begin April 7
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Plan to boost 
US businesses 
in Cambodia

MILLIONS of Christians 
around the world celebrated a 
second Easter under corona-
virus restrictions on April 4, as 
nations tried to control worry-
ing Covid-19 surges.

Despite vaccine rollouts 
gathering pace in many coun-
tries, dramatic spikes in cases 
have forced the re-imposition 
of deeply unpopular restric-
tions from Canada to Europe 
and South America.

Pope Francis was due to cel-
ebrate Easter morning mass 
with Italy under a strict lock-
down over the weekend.

Ahead of his Easter Sunday 
mass, he delivered a message 
of hope and renewal. 

“It is always possible to begin 
anew, because there is a new 
life that God can awaken in us 
in spite of all our failures,” 
Francis said during Easter 
Vigil Mass on April 3.

Tighter curbs have come into 
effect in Belgium as well as in 
France, where authorities are 
scrambling to deal with a seri-
ous spike in cases that has over-
whelmed hospitals in Paris.

Across the Atlantic, Canada 
crossed the threshold of one 
million coronavirus cases as it 
battled a new wave of infec-
tions, forcing several provinc-
es to tighten restrictions ahead 
of the Easter weekend.

And celebrations have been 
dampened in South America 
too, where Brazil is in the grip 
of a devastating outbreak like-
ly fuelled by a more contagious 
variant.

The worrying situation in the 
continent forced Peru to go 
into an Easter lockdown, Boliv-
ia to seal its frontier with Brazil, 
and Chile to close all borders.

The Covid-19 global death toll 
has passed 2.86 million. AFP

Millions mark Easter under coronavirus curbs

blow Covid away
orussey market has been ordered shut for two weeks after several vendors and security guards there tested positive for Covid-19, 
as the phnom penh municipal administration scrambles to protect people from further infection. HEAN RANGSEY sTORY > 2



Orm Bunthoeurn

MINISTER of Interior Sar 
Kheng praised the police’s en-
forcement of the laws on road 
traffic in the first quarter of 
this year, with the number of 
deaths and injuries from traf-
fic accidents down compared 
to the same period last year.

According to a report by the 
National Road Safety Commit-
tee released on April 2, in the 
first quarter of 2021 a total of 
763 road traffic accidents oc-
curred, or 153 fewer accidents 
compared to the same period 
in 2020 – a decrease of 17 per 
cent.

“There were 60 fewer deaths 
from traffic accidents in the 
first quarter, with a total of 
433. The number of people 
injured in traffic accidents 
was 1,113 – a decrease of 202 
or equivalent to a 15 per cent 
reduction – compared to the 
same quarter in 2020 when 
there were 1,315 injuries,” the 
report said.

The contents of the re-
port earned praise from Sar 
Kheng.

 “As the chairman of the 
National Road Safety Com-
mittee, I would like to express 
my gratitude and appre-
ciation for the [community 
spirit] shown by the . . . lead-
ership and police officers of 
the General Commission of 
National police, Capital-Pro-
vincial Administrative Unity 
Command, Capital and Pro-
vincial Police Commission, 
Municipal-District Police in-
spectorate and other joint au-

thorities,” Sar Kheng said in a 
Facebook post.

Sar Kheng also thanked all 
members of the public driv-
ing vehicles on Cambodia’s 
roads for showing good citi-
zenship by consistently obey-
ing traffic laws at all times 
while travelling. 

“Due to the strict obser-
vance of the law by [more 
Cambodians], the number 
of traffic accidents and the 
number of casualties is de-
clining,” he said. 

Kong Sovann, deputy director 
of the road safety programme 
at the Ministry of Rural Devel-
opment, said that decreasing 
numbers of deaths and injuries 
from traffic accidents is a good 
sign, however, further restric-
tions must be implemented 
and the government should 
encourage more investment in 
road safety work.

“When the government . . . 
invests in [driver’s] education 
and the promotion [of road 
safety], the investment saves 
lives and improves the welfare 
of the people as the country 
develops further,” he said.

However, Sovann noted that 
in the absence of increased 
traffic enforcement and edu-
cation the number of accidents 
would likely increase again. 

 “If there is extensive educa-
tion and law enforcement ap-
plies penalties and restrictions 
consistently, the number of 
deaths and injuries decreases. 
But if law enforcement be-
comes a bit sluggish, then the 
death toll and injuries will be 
on the rise,” he said.
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Training, said in an interview 
on local television on April 1 
that vaccinations for work-
ers would begin on April 7 at 
nine targeted locations.

Vaccination sites have been 
prepared at Canadia Indus-
trial Park, Vattanac Industrial 
Park and ISI Industrial Park, 
which are all located along 
Veng Sreng Street where 
factories are concentrat-
ed. Those three sites have 
around 50,000 workers be-
tween them.

“We also have vaccination 
sites at Vattanac Bank and 
Vattanac Industrial Park II on 
National Road 3, the Phnom 
Penh Special Economic Zone 

and at four other factories with 
a large number of workers. On 
April 7 we will start with these 
nine sites before expanding to 
other factories,” he said.

Prime Minister Hun Sen on 
April 2 urged the health min-
istry and the Phnom Penh 
Municipal Administration 
to also give priority status 
to workers in the informal 
economy.

“I request that the commis-
sion urgently prepare to be-
gin vaccinations for vendors 
of fish, vegetables and meats 
and other vulnerable vendors 
and informal workers. Taxi 
and cyclo drivers and other 
[transportation sector work-
ers] need to get the vaccine,” 
he said.

Orussey market shut for 14 days 
after vendors, guards get Covid

PM wants priority 
for informal sector 

Traffic accidents, 
deaths down in Q1

Mom Kunthear

T
HE Phnom Penh 
Municipal Admin-
istration shut down 
Orussey market for 

two weeks from April 4 after 
several people in the building 
contracted Covid-19.

Municipal governor Khuong 
Sreng announced the closure 
after five vendors and three 
market security guards con-
tracted the virus linked to 
the February 20 community 
event.

In a letter he signed on 
April 3, Sreng noted that 
the potential spread of the 
disease in the market was 
alarming and required im-
mediate preventative health 
measures.

“Given the current situ-
ation, the municipal hall 
will close the Orussey Trade 
Centre for 14 days effective 
through April 17,” he said, 
using the official name of the 
market.

During the closure, the ad-
ministration has ensured the 
security and safety of all ven-
dors’ goods stored in each 
stall and no payment is re-
quired for the service.

He asked vendors to con-
tact the market management 
commission and arrange to 
remove products that could 
spoil, such as fruit, vegetables 
and meat.

“The Phnom Penh Mu-
nicipal Administration hopes 
that the public – especially 
vendors and customers of the 
market – understands and 
remains patient, and partici-
pates in the implementation 
of this notice,” he said.

Prampi Makara district 
authorities and the market 

management commission 
also temporarily blocked the 
area around the market to 
traffic.

They also worked with 
medical teams to spray dis-
infectants inside the market 
and spray the surrounding 
area with soapy water.

A cosmetics seller at the mar-
ket, identifying herself only as 
Vannary, on April 4 voiced her 
support for the closure even at 
the cost of her daily income, 
remarking that it reflects au-
thorities’ concerns about the 
health of the vendors.

“My products will not spoil 
and I hope that this predica-
ment won’t last more than 14 
days, because everyone de-
pends on income from daily 
sales,” she said.

In the past two days, Phnom 
Penh Municipal Administra-
tion revealed the latest Covid-
19 cases and the patients’ 
identities.

On April 4, 25 people were re-
ported positive, including the 
cases at Orussey. All those who 
had contact with the patients 
should report to local authori-
ties immediately and be tested 
at designated locations.

On the same day, the Ministry 
of Health reported 44 Covid-19 
cases, all but one are linked to 
the February 20 event.

The 43 local transmissions 
included 25 from Phnom 
Penh, 17 in Preah Sihanouk, 
and one in Svay Rieng.

As of April 4, Cambodia 
has recorded a total of 2,689 
Covid-19 cases with 1,653 
recovered, 1,012 hospitalised 
and 20 deaths.

Firefighters disinfect Orussey market in Phnom Penh’s Prampi Makara 
district during its two-week closure from Sunday.  hean rangsey

Cintri employee gets vaccinated with Sinovac vaccines at Chaktomuk 
Referral Hospital on Saturday. heng chivoan

www.phnompenhpost.com
CHeCk tHe POSt webSite 
FOR bReaking newS

bear fruit
a young woman sells kuy fruit, which has the botanical name willughbeia edulis, along Sothearos boulevard in the capital’s Daun Penh district. 
the sour fruit belongs to an evergreen vine species that climbs large trees in forests and is native to South and Southeast asia. heng chivoan
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Kim Sarom

CHBar ampov district police 
are searching for suspects in 
the murder of a boy after he 
was found dead on the after-
noon of april 2 in an area with 
tall grass in phnom penh’s 
prek aeng commune. 

Chbar ampov district po-
lice chief Mao Soeurt said the 
victim, 10, was a resident of 
Chrouy ampil village in Kbal 
Koh commune. 

“We are actively investigat-
ing this case by checking the 
security cameras on the roads 
and following other proce-
dures in order to identify the 
assailant,”he said.

prek aeng commune po-
lice chief Chea pisey said the 
parents of the victim told the 
police that their son had gone 
missing on the evening of 
March 31. 

That same day they had filed 
a report with the Kbal Koh 
commune police and the po-
lice had then announced the 
boy was missing on Facebook, 
including via the Facebook 
pages of the Chbar ampov 
district police and the phnom 
penh municipal police. 

He added that the body 
was found on april 2 by a 
man out collecting bees who 
immediately reported it to 
the police.  

prek aeng commune police 
and the Chbar ampov district 
police chief were led to the 
body by the man. They were 
joined by technical specialists 
of the phnom penh municipal 
police who conducted a post-

mortem forensic examination 
of the body.

The NGO Child protection 
Unit (CpU), Ministry of inte-
rior and phnom penh police 
have established a joint task 
force to investigate this appar-
ent kidnapping and murder. 

“The post-mortem exami-
nation showed that the front 
and back teeth of the victim 
were broken. They concluded 
that he had been hit in the 
face with a hard object, which 
pointed to murder,” he said.

The father of the victim, 
Chea ponthka, 39, told The 
Post on april 4 that he had two 
sons. He said the deceased 
was a Grade 4 student at Mo 
Chhim Voan primary School 
in Chrouy ampil village. 

ponthka said that every day 
his son rode his bicycle with 
his brother to play football at 
the compound of Chroy ampil 
pagoda. But on the evening of 
March 31, he stayed there lat-
er than his brother and never 
returned home. 

“i was horrified to see my 
son lying dead. i started wail-
ing because i could see right 
away that it was the same 
shoes and shirt my son had 
been wearing, even though 
there were serious injuries to 
his face. 

“i couldn’t stop crying out of 
pity for my son,” he said.

He added that his children 
and his family have never had 
any quarrels with their neigh-
bours at all and that he had 
no idea what would motivate 
someone to commit such a 
terrible crime.

Boy, 10, murdered in 
Chbar ampov district

Two nights, 155 impounds

Ministry: US rights report a reflection of self-denial

Lay Samean

T
WO nights into a two-
week, 8pm-5am cur-
few in phnom penh, 
police said they had 

impounded 155 vehicles, while 
authorities in other provinces 
have also restricted traffic in 
their jurisdictions to prevent 
the spread of Covid-19.

phnom penh municipal 
police spokesman San Sok 
Seiha told The Post that on 
april 2-3, the authorities had 
impounded 155 vehicles, in-
cluding 134 motorcycles and 
21 cars. The owners are now 
required to self-quarantine at 
home 14 days before they can 
get their vehicles back.

“We impounded people’s 
vehicles if they didn’t have 
any documents at all. We let 
people go if they were food 
service workers or company 
workers with valid docu-
ments. We didn’t make any 
arrests,” he said. 

“Most of them knew about 
the curfew and still violated 
its prohibitions. i don’t think 
they could be uninformed 
about it because i believe all 

media outlets have covered it, 
even commune-level broad-
casts,” he said.

pursuant to the decision of 
the phnom penh Municipal 
administration on the im-
plementation of temporary 
administrative measures to 
prevent the spread of Covid-
19, all traffic is temporarily 
banned in phnom penh from 
8pm until 5am for two weeks 
from april 1 to 14.

in some provinces, authori-
ties have restricted commer-
cial activities and traffic in and 
out of their territories, includ-
ing in Koh Kong’s Sre ambel 
district, Svay rieng’s romeas 
Hek district and the entirety of 
Kampong Speu province.

Kampong Speu provincial 
governor Vei Samnang told The 
Post that the provincial admin-
istration had decided to tem-
porarily restrict the operating 
hours of some businesses and 
had instructed them to close 
from 8pm to 5am, including 
restaurants, cafes, mobile food 
stalls and liquor stores. The re-
strictions would be enforced 
for the two week period from 
april 2 to 15. 

Samnang confirmed that he 
did not close off traffic for the 
entire province, however.

“i did not close down traf-
fic. i closed the bars and res-
taurants from 8pm to 5am. 
We asked them to stop selling 
food and stop serving drinks 
at their locations – but take-
away and delivery to homes 
is allowed,” he said.

“We cannot close down all 
traffic because in Kampong 
Speu province there are some 
workers in the Oral Moun-
tains who need to get up at 
4am and wait for their rides. 
They cannot get there on time 
if they walk,” he said. 

Svay rieng province’s 
romeas Hek district gover-
nor Sou Mol announced on 
april 1 that residents who go 
to work in phnom penh or 
elsewhere – even within the 
province itself – are required 
to quarantine for 14 days first 
if they want to return to their 
homes.

“Once they arrive in romeas 
Hek district they must pres-
ent themselves at the sec-
ond level of the quarantine 
centre in Mukda commune’s 

Kranhung village for a health 
follow-up. They have to have 
their temperatures taken and 
their documents verified. 
Then they must undergo an-
other seven day quarantine 
under the supervision of local 
authorities,” he said.

Kandal governor Kong 
Sophorn, whose province has 
experienced a large number 
of cases, said local authori-
ties were ready to impose a 
curfew if the outbreak spread 
any further.

“The spread in the province 
is at a level where the local 
authorities can control the 
situation. But in some areas 
we are ready to impose a cur-
few now if there is any further 
outbreak, while some other 
areas would still maintain 
traffic and trading activities 
as normal,” he said.

in Koh Kong, the provincial 
police have set up check-
points in O’Chrov village of 
Sre ambel district’s Boeung 
preav commune, restricting 
all traffic and banning entry 
by people from high risk ar-
eas to the province unless ab-
solutely necessary. 

Lay Samean

THE Ministry of Foreign affairs and 
international Cooperation has dis-
missed as regrettable a US report 
claiming that Cambodia had vio-
lated citizens’ rights last year. 

a government spokesman and the 
Cambodian Human rights Commit-
tee similarly rebuffed the assertions 
last week. 

The ministry said the report, released 
by the US Department of State on March 
30, was compiled unilaterally and arbi-
trarily and did not reflect the actual hu-
man rights situation in Cambodia.

The US alleged in the report that 
it had observed widespread legal 
impunity in Cambodian society for 
privileged persons who are wealthy 
or politically connected.  

it also accused the Cambodian 
government of continuing to violate 
and restrict the fundamental human 
rights, freedoms and political rights 
of citizens. 

in response, the Cambodian for-

eign ministry said the report lacked 
objectivity and suffered from seri-
ous shortcomings in terms of data 
accuracy and that it relied on out-
dated information. 

“The report did not take an even-
handed approach in its assessments 

by inflating certain rights over the 
others, rejecting national particu-
larities and across-the-board gains 
of the Kingdom in wide-ranging do-
mains of human rights,” it said in a 
statement on april 2.

The ministry added that any in-

stitution of the US government that 
wished to criticise Cambodia should 
not forget the enormous moral debt 
that the US owes to the Kingdom 
and its innocent population who 
endured its indiscriminate aerial 
bombardment during the US-Viet-
nam war in the 1970s. 

The ministry’s statement further 
said the US did not live up to the 
principle that leadership in human 
rights must begin at home and that 
the annual report did not cover the 
US’ own rights records, which dem-
onstrated a state of self-denial about 
its own human rights abuses.

The ministry continued that selec-
tive concerns about human rights and 
the weaponisation of human rights 
was an unfortunate trend that needed 
to be guarded against and curtailed if 
the US is going to promote and protect 
human rights as a global public good.  

it quoted UN secretary-general 
antonio Guterres as saying: “Hu-
man rights must never be a vehicle 
for double standards or a means to 

pursue hidden agendas.”
The ministry said Cambodia 

would continue to be unwavering 
in its commitment to pursuing a lib-
eral multi-party democracy and up-
holding the rule of law and respect 
for fundamental freedoms in con-
formity with the Constitution.

Cambodian institute for Democra-
cy president pa Chanroeun said it was 
typical for the government to refute 
the US’ human rights reports, though 
the situation in Cambodia had in fact 
worsened rather than improved. 

“in my observation, from working 
directly with citizens and others, re-
spect for human rights and democracy 
in Cambodia is not in good shape and 
it has declined to a worrisome degree, 
especially following the dissolution of 
the Cambodia National rescue party.

“i agree with the US findings because 
the report was well-researched and it 
used as its measuring tape statements 
found in the Cambodian Constitution 
and some of the substance of the paris 
peace accords,” he said.

Police officers enforce curfew in Phnom Penh on Saturday. Hean Rangsey

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation in Phnom Penh. ministRy 
of foReign affaiRs

Police officers inspect the scene where a boy was found dead in Prek 
Aeng commune in Chbar Ampov district on April 3.  facebook



National
4 THE PHNOM PENH POST  april  5, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Kim Sarom

a 31-YEar-OlD man who 
electrocuted and killed his 
wife because of “jealously” 
died a few hours later from 
a heart attack at Sangke dis-
trict referral hospital in Bat-
tambang province on april 3, 
police said.

The man and his 30-year-
old wife have left behind two 
young daughters, said dep-
uty provincial police chief in 
charge of crime lim puthila 

on april 4. The girls live in 
O’Dambang i commune of 
the province’s Sangke district.

“The suspect laid out wire 
[at his home] to electrocute 
and kill his wife. However, he 
also died after killing her. The 
suspect felt unwell and we 
admitted him to hospital, but 
he died from a heart attack,” 
lim said.

District police chief Sun So-
van said the couple did not 
get along and the wife filed 
for divorce with commune 

authorities. But the husband 
did not appear to discuss the 
complaint when summoned 
by authorities.

according to Sovan, the 
suspect was arrested shortly 
after the death of his wife. He 
confessed to the murder, say-
ing he decided to kill his wife 
because he was jealous and 
suspected that his wife had a 
new man.

“We just asked him some 
questions and he cried. We 
saw that he was very sad-

dened and regretted killing 
his wife, but at that time they 
had an argument and he was 
furious with her,” he said, 
adding that the husband suf-
fered from heart disease, and 
a few days earlier suffered 
from two heart problems.

The health forensic officer 
concluded that the husband 
died from a heart attack. The 
provincial Cambodian red 
Cross’s committee provided 
food and 10 million riel ($2,500) 
to the daughters, he added.

‘Jealous’ husband dies 
from heart attack after 
killing wife in B’bang

Kratie’s villages vet potential chiefs 

Bunong decry encroachment
Long Kimmarita

F
iFTY-THrEE Bunong indigenous 
families in Kbal romeas com-
mune Stung Treng province’s 
Sesan district have accused a 

company of illegally setting up bound-
ary poles for a plantation and encroach-
ing on community land, an accusation 
the provincial authorities have denied.

Srang lanh, a representative for the 53 
families in Kbal romeas village, told The 
Post that the firm, Siv Guek investment, 
had set up a fence on villagers’ land, 
claiming they were wrongfully occupy-
ing its property.

“Siv Guek investment has set up poles 
in the centre of our village without a 
consensus. They have violated our in-
digenous community and we will not 
leave this place,” she said.

She said the Bunong have been living and 
cultivating the area for many years and had 
preserved their indigenous culture, spiri-

tual forest, and ancestral burial sites.
according to lanh, the government 

declared the location as the lowest part 
of the lower Se San 2 Dam project in 
2014, but only recently said the area had 
been allocated to the company. 

She called on the government to return 
the land to the Bunong for them to cultivate 
and to preserve their culture in the area.

Siv Guek investment could not be 
reached for comment.

But provincial hall spokesman Men 
Kong has rejected the indigenous com-
munity claims, saying the company 
had followed proper procedures in con-
structing the fence.

He said the indigenous community 
had prepared its own map covering 
nearly 8,000ha of community land, cov-
ering not only the company’s land but 
also other private property. Kong said he 
would try to resolve the dispute.

“We have been negotiating with the 
community several times since January. 

But they are demanding almost 8,000ha, 
while the land that we are allowed to reg-
ister for these 53 families is a little more 
than 900ha,” he said.

Bey Vanny, provincial coordinator for 
rights group adhoc, said the Bunong 
had been affected by the lower Sesan 2 
Dam project, but they did not move to 
the area allocated by the government.

“This ethnic community refuses to 
move because they want to preserve 
their culture. if they go to a new place, 
the government will not preserve their 
culture. at a new place, they have to live 
a new way of life, not a traditional one. 
So they refused to leave and are only 
willing to stay in that area where they 
have inherited cultural heritage from 
their ancestors,” he said.

Vanny called on the government to 
allow the Bunong to keep the land in 
order for them to preserve their tradi-
tions that the world has come to recog-
nise and protect.

Long Kimmarita

THE Ministry of Civil Service 
and the Kratie provincial work-
ing group are organising polls 
to select village chief candi-
dates for the new 37 villages 
in 17 communes of five town/
districts which the Ministry of 
interior established  in March 
to meet the needs of residents. 
The polls are expected to last 
through next week

Civil service minister prum 
Sokha, who is also head of the 
national working group for 
Kratie, met with 50 residents 
of one of the newly established 
village, O’Chrey, on april 3. 

O’Chrey was created by 
subdividing prek prasap vil-
lage of prek prasap district’s 
prek prasap commune. 

“after Sokha’s speech, a poll 
was held regarding six poten-
tial candidates,” the ministry 
said in a Facebook post, add-
ing that the poll was intend-
ed to be a model for other 
villages in prek prasap and 
other districts in the province 
where new villages have been 
established.  

it said the village chief can-
didates would then be se-
lected in the next commune 
council elections.

provincial governor Va 
Thorn told The Post on april 
4 that the candidate selection 
process is ongoing. He said 
there are at least six candiates 
in each village.

“in principle, the recruit-
ment of qualified people in 
each village is a right that is 
supposed to be delegated to 
the commune councils. The 
district governor carried out 
the work this time because it’s 
the first time and it’s important 
that we recruit a good village 

chief who sincerely serves the 
people and understands their 
joy and suffering,” he said.

Thorn added that only quali-
fied people were selected as 
candidates, all of whom were 
between the ages of 30 and 50. 
He felt that all of them would be 
capable of gaining the support 
of the local residents.  

Civil service ministry 
spokesman Youk Bunna told 
The Post on april 4 that once 
the village chiefs have been 
selected, the commune coun-

cils would decide the appoint-
ment of other officials such as 
deputy village chiefs by vote.

“after we determine the vil-
lage chiefs they will nominate 
their deputy village chiefs 
so that the commune coun-
cils can vote on them . . . in 
the end we will have village 
chiefs, deputy village chiefs 
and village council mem-
bers,” he said.

Transparency international 
Cambodia executive director 
pech pisey hailed the move 
as a proactive response to the 
clear needs of a growing num-
ber of residents in the area. 

He said the villages need ca-
pable leadership and he hoped 
that some younger people 
would be given opportunities 
to lead.

“The efficient provision 
of services is a main goal of 
the Ministry of interior and 
the Ministry of Civil Service, 
which led them to undertake 
the public service reforms. So 
far, i think that whether they 
are old or new the villages 
need to choose capable and 
young leaders.  Young women 
especially should be given 
opportunities to participate 
in leading their local commu-
nity,” he said.

Military Police officers and the Chinese company’s representatives visit the disputed area on March 25. Facebook

People from the newly-established O’Chrey village vote to nominate 
candidates for village chief on April 4. Fresh news

The man laid out wire to electrocute and kill his wife. Facebook

we just asked him some 
questions and he cried. we saw 

that he was very saddened 
and regretted killing his wife
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Lay Samean

a NaTiONal commission 
has approved and sent a list 
of 542 inmates to King Noro-
dom Sihamoni after reviewing 
requests for pardons and sen-
tence reduction from 23 pris-
ons and four correctional cen-
tres for the upcoming Khmer 
New Year holiday.

The approval came dur-
ing an evaluation meeting 
chaired by Minister of Justice 
Koeut rith on March 31, with 
phnom penh Municipal Court 
prosecutors and officials 
from relevant institutions in 
attendance, according to the 
justice ministry.

among the 542 inmates, 68 
of them women, 70 were eli-
gible for pardons and 472 for 
sentence reductions.

The Ministry of interior’s 
General Department of pris-
ons spokesman Nuth Savana 
said most of the clemency 
requests were for inmates 
who had committed misde-
meanours.

“The justice minister clearly 
understands cases relating to 
misdemeanours, especially 
those involving minors,” he 
said.

Savana said most of them 
have changed their behav-
iour, and most correctional 
centres have also provided 

them with vocational train-
ing such as hairdressing, mo-
torcycle repairs, electronics, 
construction and agriculture 
work.

“When we receive a royal 
decree, we have to work ac-
cording to administrative 
procedure. The prosecutors 
will announce the decree 
to inmates before releasing 
them,” he said.

The justice ministry said 
last week that sentence reduc-
tions and pardons are grant-
ed on humanitarian grounds 
for inmates who have severe 
illness, pregnant women or 
those with a child living with 
them in detention. inmates 
who are mentally ill and el-
derly inmates are also eligible 
for the requests. Consider-
ation is given for inmates who 
have served at least one-third 
of their sentence.

am Sam ath, deputy direc-
tor for rights group licadho, 
said that in recent years sen-
tence reductions and par-
dons have had fewer irregu-
larities compared to the past 
years after prime Minister 
Hun Sen told the commis-
sion to ensure a more strin-
gent process.

Clemency list of 542 
inmates sent to King 
for nod ahead of NY

Over 1,000  tonnes of rubbish 
removed from capital’s canal
Long Kimmarita

a
rOUND 1,500 tonnes 
of rubbish, mostly 
plastic, was removed 
from the capital’s Boe-

ung Trabek canal last month 
– an amount officials said was 
huge but less than before.

Duong Chansarath, head 
of the drainage and sewage 
unit at the phnom penh mu-
nicipal Department of public 
Works and Transport, said his 
team had disposed of waste 
that was blocking the sewage 
canal from March 10-31 in a 
bid to reduce flooding in the 
coming rainy season.

Chansarath said authorities 
removed 380 truckloads of 
waste from the canal, which is 
900m long and 30m wide. The 
waste drained into the canal 
from all directions in the city.

“Compared to the amount 
removed previously, that 
represented a decrease. We 
usually take more than 2,000 
tonnes of rubbish at a time. 
Every year, we remove waste 
at least four times,” he said.

Chansarath called on resi-
dents to dispose of their rub-
bish properly and not throw it 
onto the street as it can cause 
flooding and affect homes.

San Chey, executive direc-
tor of the NGO affiliated Net-
work for Social accountabil-

ity, said previous measures 
taken by relevant authorities 
have significantly changed 
the attitude of some people 
in waste disposal, especially 
residents living next to canals 
in phnom penh.

But he also noted that peo-

ple in some places still litter 
as awareness about the issue 
is still limited.

“i do not see any improve-
ment in attitude [with some 
people] in waste disposal. 
During this period when 
there is an infectious disease 

like Covid-19, a clean envi-
ronment also contributes to 
good health,” he said.

Chey called on the mu-
nicipal authority to clean up 
waste from other congested 
canals, such as those on Street 
371 in Meanchey district.

A woman pushes her food cart past the Boeung Trabek wewage canal in Phnom Penh’s Chamkarmon district 
early this month. hong menea

Man seriously hurt when 
tractor hits anti-tank mine

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

a MaN was seriously injured 
in an anti-tank mine explosion 
while ploughing a farm with 
his tractor in Sala Krao com-
mune of pailin province’s Sala 
Krao district on april 3.

Commune police chief Bun 
Vanny identified the victim as 
Bon Samith, 29, a resident of the 
district’s Stung Kach commune. 

He said that before the inci-
dent, Samith was hired by a vil-
lager to clear land in Sala Krao 
commune for planting cassava. 
While working, his tractor ran 
over the buried anti-tank mine 
left from the civil war era.

“He sustained a serious injury 
to his left eye and minor injuries 
to his torso and legs. The tractor 
was badly damaged,” Bun said.

after the incident, he was rushed 
to pailin provincial referral Hos-
pital but was then transferred to 
the referral hospital in neighbour-
ing Battambang province as his 
condition was critical. 

Keus Kum, the 45-year-old 
mother of Samith, told The Post 
on april 4 that medical special-
ists had already rinsed and 
stitched the wounds though he 
remained in the hospital’s iCU. 

“My son has regained con-
sciousness, but i don’t know 
whether he will be blind in one 
eye. a doctor has told us that his 
eye is seriously injured and his 
eyesight might not be the same 
as before,” she said.

She said Samith had been hired 
to plough farms for eight years 
and had previously found some 
unexploded ordnance (UXO) 

units underground, though they 
did not explode.

Yeng Sokunthea, head of mine 
action unit of the Cambodian 
Mine action Centre (CMaC) in 
pailin, said mine specialists had 
not completely cleared that area 
of UXO and mines. But residents 
who were former troops had 
cleared mines and other UXO in 
order to use the land for building 
houses and planting crops.

“We don’t encourage them to 
search for mines on their own 
because they lack technical tools, 
though they used to be soldiers 
and know how to demine. They 
will endanger their lives and it is 
also an illegal act,” he said.

Sokunthea said he will ask 
his group to completely clear 
mines in the area to ensure 
residents’ safety.

A tractor damaged in a landmine explosion in Pailin province’s Sala Krao district on Saturday. Fresh news

www.phnompenhpost.com
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,740 16,740 16,760 16,720

2 GTI 4,040 4,040 4,060 4,020

3 PAS 13,000 13,000 13,040 13,000

4 PEPC 3,040 3,030 3,050 3,030

5 PPAP 13,060 13,080 13,080 13,060

6 PPSP 1,920 1,920 1,920 1,910

7 PWSA 6,560 6,540 6,580 6,540

Date: April 2, 2021

Total export value 
rises 16.7% in 2020
Hin Pisei

T
HE Kingdom exported 
$17.21537 billion worth of 
goods last year, up by 16.72 
per cent from $14.74874 bil-

lion in 2019, even as the Covid-19 pan-
demic upended the world economy 
and slowed global trade to a crawl.

The total value of Cambodian in-
ternational trade rose by just 2.54 per 
cent over 2019 to $35.80585 billion, 
but imports slipped 7.84 per cent 
to $18.59048 billion in 2020 from 
$20.17181 billion in the year prior, 
the Ministry of Commerce said in its 
2020 annual performance report.

The Kingdom’s trade deficit nar-
rowed 74.64 per cent to $1.37511 bil-
lion in 2020, from $5.42307 billion in 
the previous year.

The US topped the list of import-
ers of Cambodian goods last year, 
at $5.25888 billion (up 19.46 per 
cent year-on-year), followed by the 
EU ($3.20387 billion, down 17.73 
per cent), China ($1.08626 billion, 
up 8.11 per cent), Japan ($1.05555 
billion, down 7.13 per cent), the 
UK ($826.16 million, down 15.48 
per cent), Canada ($745.04 mil-
lion, down 10.94 per cent), Thailand 
($650.67 million, up 29.59 per cent) 
and Vietnam ($385.79 million, up 
14.88 per cent).

Further down the list were South 
Korea ($185.02 million, down 12.61 
per cent), australia ($133.92 million, 
up 0.26 per cent), india ($61.36 mil-
lion, down 5.12 per cent) and the 
Eurasian Economic Union ($52.19 
million, up 0.73 per cent), according 
to the report.

Broken down by sector, garments 
ranked first in exports, reaching 
$7.42028 billion, down 10.24 per 
cent on a yearly basis, followed by 
footwear ($1.11673 billion, down 
11.69 per cent), travel goods ($964.7 
million, down 10.58 per cent), ma-
chinery and electric equipment 
($755.34 million, up 31.49 per cent), 
bicycles ($527.08 million, up 27.78 
per cent) and milled rice ($468.58 
million, up 11.53 per cent).

at the opening of the ministry’s 
annual review meeting on april 1, 
minister pan Sorasak said Cambo-
dia shared in the regional and global 
trade woes linked to the pandemic 
due to the Kingdom’s level of eco-
nomic integration.

Turning the threat of Covid-19 into 
opportunities for reforms towards 
greater economic and trade integra-
tion and national economic growth, 
Sorasak said the government has in-
troduced sweeping measures to boost 
production and diversify the market.

“Goods exports maintained a simi-

lar growth rate to 2019, at 16.7 per 
cent, as Cambodia did not impose re-
strictions or ban on exports,” he said.

Hong Vanak, director of interna-
tional Economics at the royal acad-
emy of Cambodia, told The Post on 
april 4 that although the Kingdom’s 
trade balance remains negative, the 
surge in exports reflects the gradual 
improvement in domestic produc-
tion and cultivation.

“i remain optimistic that Cambo-
dia’s export growth will show more 
positive signs in the future, as ap-
provals of new investment projects 
at the Council for the Development 

of Cambodia maintain a steady 
pace,” he said.

according to Sorasak, the ministry 
remains committed to its mission to 
boost trade. last year it rolled out in-
depth reforms, slashed associated 
costs, and toiled towards a favour-
able and convenient environment 
for investing and doing business in 
Cambodia that would provide the 
Kingdom’s exports a competitive 
advantage, he said.

“We can maintain export growth 
through the use of existing preferen-
tial markets and additional market 
diversification strategies, such as 

negotiations on bilateral and mul-
tilateral free trade zones with trad-
ing partners to further widen the 
market for goods and services, and 
investment,” he added.

The recently-signed regional 
Comprehensive Economic partner-
ship (rCEp) would boost the King-
dom’s gross domestic product (GDp) 
an additional two per cent, increase 
exports by an extra 7.3 per cent and 
raise investment by an added 23.4 
per cent, Sorasak said, citing find-
ings revealed by the Jakarta-based 
Economic research institute for 
aSEaN and East asia (Eria).

The Kingdom’s trade deficit narrowed 74.64 per cent to $1.37511 billion in 2020, from $5.42307 billion the previous year. hENG ChIVOAN

Thou Vireak

laST year saw 7,860 new busi-
nesses register with the Minis-
try of Commerce, down 40.72 
per cent from 13,259 in 2019.

at the same time, the ministry 
dissolved 500 businesses last 
year, marking a 187 per cent 
increase from 174 in 2019.

at the opening of the ministry’s 
annual review meeting on april 
1, minister pan Sorasak said his 
ministry is committed to diversi-
fying the economy and negotiat-
ing bilateral and multilateral free 
trade zones with trading partners 
to draw in new investment.

He said the ministry will work 
towards strengthening the 

Kingdom’s intellectual prop-
erty and consumer protection 
regimes, promoting public 
services and further facilitating 
conditions for doing business.

“The Ministry of Commerce 
has been striving to fortify the 
capacity and efficiency of offi-
cials to compete in the regional 
and global arenas by propping 
up human resources, structural 
reforms in governance and man-
agement, institutional develop-
ment, as well as the development 
of laws and legal regulations 
related to trade,” he said. 

Hong Vanak, director of inter-
national Economics at the royal 
academy of Cambodia, blamed 
the decline in registrations on the 
Covid-19 pandemic, pointing 
out that it had created a barrier 
to investment in the Kingdom.

“in the Covid-19 era, no one is 
willing to invest, because invest-
ing during this period would just 
be throwing money away. Buy-

ing and selling, as well as pro-
duction also remain stagnant. 
people are taking a wait and see 
approach, holding on to their 
money to invest once the Covid-
19 situation eases,” he said.

The Council for the Develop-
ment of Cambodia (CDC) 
approved 238 investment projects 
worth a total of $8.2 billion last 
year, down 12 per cent from 
2019, according to a CDC press 
statement issued in February.

CDC secretary-general Sok 
Chenda Sophea said in the 
statement that the government 
is in the process of drafting new 
investment laws and other reg-
ulations related to investment 
that are aimed at increasing for-
eign direct investment (FDi).

“The new investment law will 
increase the attractiveness of 
investment as a basis for inves-
tors, business people to decide 
to invest and do business in 
Cambodia,” he said.

Commerce minister Pan Sorasak at the ministry’s annual review meeting 
on Thursday. COMMERCE MINISTRY

New business registrations down 41%

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,060 1.2560 6.5624 110.49 4.1400 1.3439 31.30 0.7614 1.1781 1.3836

Continued from page 1

“as the Cambodian mar-
ket grows, disposal income 
increases, transparency im-
proves and infrastructure 
continues its rapid develop-
ment, US companies will 
come and invest.

“in the past, food and bev-
erage, technology, automo-
tive and education have been 
the key sectors of investment 
in Cambodia.

“as the capital markets 
evolve and savings through 
pensions and investment 
funds develop, i expect inter-
est to accelerate from the fi-
nancial services sectors.

“The Kingdom is solving 
its electricity shortage and 
cost issues – this will encour-

age manufacturers to choose 
Cambodia as an alternative 
site to Thailand, Vietnam and 
indonesia,” Galliano said.

Trade between Cambo-
dia and the US amounted to 
$6.9213 billion in 2020, up 17.89 
per cent from 2019, data from 
the US Census Bureau show.

The Kingdom exported 
$6.5777 billion worth of 
goods, up 22.79 per cent from 
the $5.3568 billion posted in 
2019, and imported $343.6 
million, down 33.15 per cent 
from $514 million.

Cambodia mainly exported 
garments, footwear, bags and 
electronic components to the 
US, while automobiles, elec-
tronics and other finished 
products made up the bulk of 
imports.

amCham head: More US 
firms to move to Cambodia 
as development picks up



THAI retailer Central Retail 
Corp (CRC) has unveiled a 
five-year plan to invest 35 bil-
lion baht ($1.1 billion) to 
expand in Vietnam.

CEO Yol Phokasub said: 
“Throughout CRC’s nine years 
of operations in Vietnam, food 
has remained a significant cat-
egory, contributing approxi-
mately 70 per cent of total 
revenues. The company [now] 
aims to solidify the non-food 
category and enhance its 
omnichannel platform.”

“The omnichannel platform 
will include online sales, 
e-commerce, quick com-
merce, social commerce [chat 
& shop], hotlines, and ‘click 
and drive’ services.”

Central Retail Vietnam CEO 
Philippe Broianigo said: “CRC 
has set up a five-year road map 
with the key focus on expand-
ing multi-concept penetration 
in all clusters across city cen-
tres and suburban and rural 
areas, revamping brands in the 
food category for better syn-
ergy and enhanced customer 
experience, building brands in 
non-food categories, and 
developing the omnichannel 
platform.”

Last year, the company 
opened four GO! malls in Tra 
Vinh, Quang Ngai, Buon Ma 
Thuot, and Ben Tre provinces; 
rebranded Big C to GO! and 
opened the first go! supermar-
ket in Quang Nam province.

This year it continues its 
expansion with an investment 

of six billion baht.
It will open four GO! malls 

in Thai Nguyen, Ba Ria, Thai 
Binh, and Lao Cai provinces, 
and one go! mini supermar-
ket and change 15 Big C to 
eight GO! hypermarkets and 
seven Tops Market, and fur-
ther diversify its non-food 

business.
Its long-term plan is to 

expand to 55 provinces nation-
wide within five years.

It currently gets an average 
of 175,000 customers a day in 
to its 37 malls and over 230 
stores across 39 provinces. VIET 
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FRENCH energy giant Total will 
not halt gas production in coup-
hit Myanmar, its chief said on 
April 4, despite growing calls for 
foreign companies to sever ties 
with the junta as it escalates a 
brutal crackdown on dissent.

CEO Patrick Pouyanne said 
Total had a duty to stay the 
course because gas it pro-
duces supplies electricity to 
millions in Yangon as well as 
western Thailand. 

“Can a company like Total 
decide to cut off the electric-
ity supply to millions of people 
– and in so doing, disrupt the 
operation of hospitals, busi-
nesses?” he said in an interview 
with the Journal du Dimanche.

Pouyanne said he was “out-

raged by the repression” in 
Myanmar but would refuse 
to “act to the detriment of 
our local employees and the 
Burmese population who are 
already suffering so much”.

Hundreds have been killed 
in demonstrations since the 
military ousted civilian leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi on Febru-
ary 1, prompting widespread 
calls for foreign companies to 
halt operations that benefit 
the junta. 

Italy’s Benetton and Swe-
den’s H&M have suspended all 
new orders from the country 
and French energy giant EDF 
suspended its activities, in-
cluding a $1.5-billion project 

to build a hydroelectric dam.
Demonstrations against the 

coup – supported by a wide-
spread strike by civil servants 
– have crippled Myanmar’s 
economy, leaving gas exports 
as one of the junta’s main 
sources of revenue.

The military-controlled 
Myanmar Oil and Gas Enter-
prise has partnerships with 
Total and US rival Chevron 
and generates annual rev-
enues of around $1.0 billion 
from the sale of natural gas. 

Total paid around $230 mil-
lion to the Myanmar authori-
ties in 2019 and $176 million 
in 2020 in the form of taxes 
and “production rights”, ac-
cording to the company’s own 

financial statements.
It has not yet paid any taxes 

– worth around $4 million per 
month – to the military since 
the putsch, because the bank-
ing system in the country has 
ceased to operate, Pouyanne 
said.

He said Total had decided not 
to put the taxes into an escrow 
account saying it could put lo-
cal managers at risk of being 
arrested and imprisoned.

Total would donate the 
“equivalent” of the taxes it 
will owe the Myanmar gov-
ernment to organisations 
working on human rights in 
the country, Pouyanne add-
ed. AFP

CHINESE tech giant Lenovo 
Group Ltd is working to cul-
tivate more manufacturing 
talents to pursue industrial 
upgrade and promote intel-
ligent transformation of pro-
duction in China.

Lenovo has launched a 
“purple-collar talent initia-
tive” to help foster talents for 
the new intelligence transfor-
mation era.

According to Lenovo, “pur-
ple-collar” talents refer to 
those who meet the require-
ments of intelligent manufac-
turing, are familiar with the 
actual production process, 
understand the correspond-
ing technical theories, and 
have both hands-on opera-
tion capabilities and manage-
ment capabilities.

Qiao Jian, senior vice-pres-
ident of Lenovo, the world’s 
largest personal computer 
maker, said the company 
hopes that the “purple-collar 
talent initiative” can help 
drive industrial upgrade in 
China and aid the nation bet-
ter seek high-quality develop-
ment of manufacturing.

Under the initiative, Le-
novo will leverage its internal 
sources such as supply chains 
and its charity foundation to 
partner with universities and 
vocational colleges to culti-
vate people for a wide range 
of manufacturing industries. 
Currently, over 10,000 people 
benefit from Lenovo’s voca-
tional education initiative 
every year, and it aims to ex-
pand the scale so that more 
people can participate in the 
project.

Liu Baomin, deputy director 
of the institute of vocational 
and technical education cen-
tre at the Ministry of Educa-
tion, said vocational educa-
tion during the 14th Five-Year 
Plan period will need to pro-
vide talent support for high-
quality economic develop-
ment.

Deepening school-enterprise 
cooperation is the core for 
vocational education. And 
more efforts are needed to 
improve the standards system 
of vocational education to 
ensure its quality, Liu said. CHINA 
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Total set to continue 
gas production in 
coup-hit Myanmar

Lenovo launches new 
initiative to cultivate 
manufacturing talents

Long-term tourism plans okayed
Thou Vireak

P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen on April 1 formal-
ly approved a 2021-
2025 three-phased 

national tourism roadmap 
and a 2021-2035 Siem Reap 
provincial tourism develop-
ment master plan to navigate 
the sector’s emergence from 
the Covid-19 pandemic and 
support its recovery.

Through the strategies put 
forth by the two guidelines, 
Siem Reap could attract 10.9 
million domestic tourists by 
2023 and 7.5 million interna-
tional tourists by 2025, creating 
940,000 jobs and generating an 
additional $6 billion in revenue 
for the province’s economy, the 
Ministry of Tourism said in an 
April 1 press release.

The master plan prescribes 
seven primary strategic ar-
eas for the province’s tourism 
development – prioritisation 
of tourist sites; new tourism 
products; promotion; quality 
and sustainability; environ-
mental management; infra-
structure and connectivity; 
and administration.

It sets out 44 strategies, 
136 implementation actions 
for the short-, medium- and 
long-term, with 20 priority 
action plans.

The roadmap will serve as a 
compass to ensure timely in-
tervention and to turn the chal-
lenges of the Covid-19 crisis into 
opportunities for nationwide 
tourism reforms over the next 
five years, the ministry said.

In its 2021 first phase (Re-
silience & Restart), it will ad-
dresses risk management 
with a “new-normal” ap-
proach and a revival plan.

The 2022-2023 second phase 
(Recovery) will grapple with 
post-Covid-19 recovery and 

crisis-impact minimisation.
During this two-year stage, 

the government will set up a 
range of financial incentives 
to support priority projects in 
the tourism industry and en-
courage innovative business 
models, in order to sharpen 
the sector’s competitiveness 
regionally and globally.

The government will con-
tinue to provide professional 
training for the tourism indus-
try – with emphasis on digital 
diffusion and upskilling – con-
sistent with post-Covid-19 
market demand, and promote 
the Kingdom as a safe tourist 
destination, the ministry said.

And the 2024-2025 final 
phase (Relaunch) will lay the 
foundation for a new future 
for tourism, one that the min-
istry noted will be sustain-

able, quality and smart.
The roadmap sets out a total 

of nine strategies, 49 strategic 
activities and 180 elaborated 
strategic activities, along with 
17 priority projects.

The prime minister said the 
roadmap and master plan 
outline a “clear vision” for the 
restoration and promotion of 
tourism in Cambodia post-
Covid-19, according to the 
opening of the release.

Hun Sen pointed out that 
fallout from the pandemic led 
to an 80.2 per cent reduction 
in international tourists visit-
ing the Kingdom last year and 
a drop of around 20 per cent 
in domestic tourism, leading 
to a $3 billion loss in revenue 
generated by the sector.

Ministry statistics show 
that the Kingdom welcomed 

1,306,143 international tour-
ists in 2020, compared to 
6,610,592 in 2019.

The prime minister added: 
“Cambodia’s tourism sector is 
ready to recover, possibly in a 
U-shape for international tour-
ism and V-shape for domestic.”

Pacific Asia Travel Associa-
tion Cambodia chapter chair-
man Thourn Sinan told The 
Post that the two plans present-
ed a viable recovery pathway 
for the Kingdom’s Covid-19-
embattled tourism industry.

“If we follow this roadmap, I 
believe we’ll achieve our goals, 
or at least draw closer to them. 
I am thrilled and I give a big 
hand for the preparation of the 
roadmap, a work that show-
cases the close attention that 
the ministry and the govern-
ment are paying,” he said.

Siem Reap could attract 10.9 million domestic tourists by 2023 and 7.5 million international tourists by 2025, 
creating 940,000 jobs and generating an additional $6 billion in revenue for the province’s economy. HENG CHIVOAN

Customers shop at a GO! hypermarket. Thai retailer Central Retail Corporation has unveiled a five-year plan 
to invest 35 billion baht ($1.1 billion) to expand its footprint in Vietnam. CENTRAL RETAIL VIETNAM/VIET NAM NEWS

Thailand’s Central Retail set to invest 
$1.1B in Vietnam over next five years

can [we] cut off the electricity 
supply to millions of people – and 
in so doing, disrupt the operation 

of hospitals, businesses?



Business
8 THE PHNOM PENH POST  april  5, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

South Korea’s pharmaceu-
tical and biopharma compa-
nies are ramping up efforts to 
get listed on the Nasdaq mar-
ket, hoping to follow in the 
footsteps of Korean e-com-
merce giant Coupang with 
their uS market debut.

according to industry sourc-
es on april 1, Coimmune, a 
joint venture between SCM 
lifeScience and Genexine, is 
preparing for an initial public 
offering (ipo) on the tech-
heavy Nasdaq Composite.

Coimmune’s appointment 
of biotechnology and finance 
expert Dr Edgardo Baracchini 
to the company’s board of 
directors in February was a 
move to speed up its ipo pro-
cess, the sources added.

Founded in 2019, Coim-
mune is a biopharmaceutical 
company that develops per-
sonalised immunotherapies 
for cancer treatments. the 
company also has a cGMp 
manufacturing facility, those 
capable of supporting clini-
cal studies from phase one 
through phase three.

GC labCell, a manufacturer 
of cell therapy products in 
South Korea, is also pushing 
ahead with its uS-based af-
filiate artiva Biotherapeutics’ 
ipo.

active discussions revolving 
around the artiva Biothera-
peutics ipo began in January 
when GC lab Cell and its af-
filiate pulled off an exclusive 
collaboration and licence 
deal with Merck, or MSD, to 
transfer Car-NK cell therapy 
technology in treating solid 
cancer, such as breast or 
prostate cancer.

other reports suggested 
that bio-similar start-up 
company aprogen has also 
been in discussions with No-
mura Securities to look at op-
tions of entering the uS stock 
market.

aprogen is a venture enter-
prise founded in 2000 that has 
developed technologies in an-
tibody engineering and recom-
binant protein engineering.

other Korean companies 
that are considering ipos in 
the uS include Dong-a St, 
Yuhan, rokit healthcare and 
l&K Biomed.

the industry sources said 
that local biohealth compa-
nies are hoping to get listed on 
the Nasdaq market to make 
inroads into the world’s larg-
est drug market and to ramp 
up its market capitalisation.

an analyst at Samsung Se-
curities said: “if listed on the 
Nasdaq market, local phar-
maceutical companies could 
get an upper hand when en-
tering the uS market, and 
they could potentially gain a 
broader base of financing to 
pursue growth in the future.”

the uS pharmaceutical 
market is currently valued at 
around 571 trillion won ($505 
billion), accounting for some 
40 per cent of the global mar-
ket’s 1.418 quadrillion won. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

S Korean 
pharmas 
aim for 
Nasdaq

More liquidity results in more 
instability on financial markets

Fintech key to China’s financial institutions 
for further digitalisation, Bairong CEo says

t
hE collapse of the 
archegos fund is 
only the most recent 
example of how ex-

treme liquidity can make fi-
nancial markets more volatile 
and sometimes lead to bizarre 
outcomes.

another dramatic instance 
came in late January, when 
shares of GameStop suddenly 
skyrocketed following a buy-
ing frenzy coordinated by re-
tail investors eager to defend 
the uS video game retailer 
from funds betting against 
the company.

Shares of GameStop have 
since retreated, but the epi-
sode shined an uncomfort-
able light on online trading 
platforms and speculative 
investment funds involved in 
the financial melee. 

in the case of archegos, lead-
ing banks appear poised for 
hefty losses following billions 
of dollars in sudden stock liq-
uidations by a fund that had 
large market exposure backed 
by very little cash.

then there has been the 
wave of SpaCs (special pur-
pose acquisition companies), 
which have entered public 
markets through transactions 
with fewer rules than tradi-
tional stock offerings.

all of these cases show how 

a flood of liquidity in the wake 
of accommodative monetary 
policy is changing Wall Street.

Gregori Volokhine of Mee-
schaert Financial Services said: 
“Stocks have risen extremely 
quickly from their lows last 
March, but there is still plenty 
of liquidity out there.”

the Federal reserve has 
been aggressive in pumping 
funds into the financial sys-
tem. also, both president Joe 
Biden and predecessor Don-
ald trump signed sweeping 
fiscal packages that primed 
households and businesses 
with funds.

“i just don’t know that we’ve 
seen this much money hit the 
system this fast between what 
we’ve seen in stimulus checks 
and now what we’re going to 
see with infrastructure,” said 
tD ameritrade market strat-
egist JJ Kinahan, alluding to 
Biden’s just-introduced $2 
trillion infrastructure plan.

Some of the volatility is also 
the result of investors trying 
to navigate shifts in the mar-
ket as the economy rebounds 
with more people vaccinated 
and technology shares that 
prospered during lockdowns 
lose some of their lustre.

“Enterprising investors 
know they need to find other 
vehicles besides software, 

social networks and e-com-
merce stocks,” Volokhine said. 
“they’re looking for ways to 
make more money.”

Kinahan said implosions 
like archegos can happen 
when funds are “looking to 
differentiate their returns, 
which is harder do in a bull 
market”.

the churn in the market is 
sparking talk of more finan-
cial regulation. in the wake 

of GameStop, lawmakers 
have grilled online trading 
platform robinhood over its 
moves to temporarily restrict 
trading amid the frenzy. 

robinhood, which itself 
plans to go public, has also 
been questioned about its re-
lationships with hedge funds 
that do business with it.

the archegos debacle has 
focused debate on swaps, de-
rivative transactions that can 

allow big, high-risk bets with 
small upfront payments. 

the opacity of the swaps 
market makes it a prime can-
didate for new rules from 
the Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC), Volokh-
ine said.

“the SEC could move 
quickly to force banks to dis-
close more about swaps,” he 
said. “right now, there isn’t 
much transparency.” Afp

FiNaNCial technologies, or fintech, 
are critical for Chinese financial insti-
tutions and small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SME) in the post-pan-
demic period as the country pushes 
forward digital transformation of 
various industries for high-quality 
economic development, industry in-
siders said.

“Demand for digital and online 
transformation from traditional banks 
surged during the Covid-19 outbreak 
as the traditional operation model 
and offline human-based services 
mode became unsustainable,” said 
Zhang Shaofeng, chairman and CEo 
of Bairong inc, a Chinese provider of 
financial big data analytics and other 
services.

the country’s financial sector is 
transforming to serve more SMEs in 
the coming 10 years. this trend will 
inject new vitality into the country’s 
real economy through fintech inno-
vations, Zhang said.

“technology is a must to empower 
these financial institutions to trans-
form to data and algorithm-driven 
automated learning. traditional 
banks are expected to enhance their 
competitiveness as fast as possible 
and achieve better growth through 
fintech technologies,” he said.

Zhang made the remarks after Bai-
rong inc made its debut on the hong 
Kong stock exchange on March 31. 
trading under the stock code 06608.
hK, the company priced its initial 
public offering (ipo) at hK$31.80 
(uS$4.09) per share, the upper end of 
its indicated range.

Founded in 2014, Bairong leverages 
advanced technologies including arti-

ficial intelligence (ai) and cloud com-
puting to enable financial institutions 
to thrive through digital innovations 
and transformations.

a wide variety of state-owned funds 
and leading investment firms have 
invested in the ai fintech firm. ac-
cording to its prospectus, hillhouse 
Capital holds 12.39 per cent while 
state-owned China reform holdings 
Corp holds 12 per cent. Sequoia Capi-
tal China, China international Capital 
Corp, China renaissance and iDG 
Capital are also among the investors.

its cornerstone investors for the ipo 
include Cederberg Capital ltd, Fran-

chise Fund lp, and China Structural re-
form Fund Corp, a state-owned private 
equity fund that offers state-owned en-
terprises with support in development 
and industrial consolidation.

industry insiders said the invest-
ment from leading state-owned funds 
in the company demonstrated inves-
tors’ outlook on the long-term value 
of the company as well as future pros-
pects for financial digitalisation.

“Chinese fintech companies have 
improved financial inclusivity by 
reaching out to consumers and inves-
tors in offering new and more con-
venient services while mainstream 

banks, insurance companies, securi-
ties firms and asset managers have 
adopted financial technology and 
transformed the range, speed and 
costs of financial services,” said Zhang 
Wei, a research fellow at the Center for 
China & Globalization.

Zhang said that in this way China 
can contribute its wisdom to the 
sound and sustainable development 
of the digital economy.

the digital economy is a key focus in 
the 14th Five-Year plan (2021-2025), 
during which China aims to push 
forward the digitalisation of a raft of 
industries. the plan also highlighted 
the necessity to promote financial 
digitalisation to be safe and control-
lable.

Bairong chief financial officer Zhao 
hongqiang said: “as China has com-
mitted to accelerated efforts in digi-
talisation, including safe financial 
digitalisation, Bairong has been ac-
tively embracing supervision and 
striving to empower traditional banks 
and SMEs for digital transformation.”

as of September, Bairong has offered 
its services and products to 4,200 fi-
nancial institutions including indus-
trial and Commercial Bank of China, 
China Construction Bank and Bank 
of China. its core customer retention 
rate has been further increased from 
89 per cent in 2019 to 96 per cent last 
year, the company said.

though faced with a pandemic-
struck financial industry, Bairong 
saw a rebound in the fourth quarter, 
reporting annual revenue of 1.136 bil-
lion yuan ($170 million) and narrow-
ing the year-on-year decline to 9.9 per 
cent. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

A flood of liquidity in the wake of accommodative monetary policy is changing the US’ Wall Street. Afp

Visitors check out a digitalised production line during a hi-tech expo in Wuzhen, of China’s 
Zhejiang province, in November. XINHUA NEWS AGENCY/CHINA DAILY



Financial freedom is 
one goal that everyone 
should aim to achieve 
– and while there are 

different ways of attaining fi-
nancial independence, carefully 
preparing a financial plan is a 
key stepping stone to success.
 
What is ‘financial freedom’?  

“Financial freedom” refers 
to the situation where people 
have enough resources – in-
cluding money and assets – to 
be able to sustain the standard 
of living they desire. 

it can be divided into finan-
cial freedom in the present and 
for the future – referring to 
retirement. 

This is becoming an im-
portant issue in cambodia as 
many people fail to plan for 
their retirement. 

What should be done to 
achieve financial freedom  
in retirement? 

Define financial goals 

You should start by clearly 
defining your financial goals. 
You need to decide for example 
at what age you want to retire 
at, what kind of life you want 
to lead in retirement and how 
much money you should have 
to achieve this. 

Doing so will enable you to 
estimate how much time you 
have left and to start planning 
accordingly – and the more 
specific your financial goals, 
the higher the likelihood of you 
achieving them.

Planning 
To achieve your goals, you 

should prepare a budget plan 
– starting with income and 
expenses management. 

Firstly, it is wise to cut un-
necessary expenses to ensure 
that expenditure will always 
be lower than income so there 
are savings left to fulfil your 
objectives. 

However, expenses reduction 
alone is not enough, you may 
also try maximising your in-
come by taking part-time jobs, 
running a side business or by 
investing savings in financial 
instruments.

Investment 
The key in receiving finan-

cial freedom is to make use of 
investments to increase your 
savings as much as possible. 

This follows the notion of 
using money to make money. 

The current trends of in-
vestment in cambodia include 
joint businesses, real estate 
investments, long-term bank 
deposits and investments in 
financial instruments, such  
as stocks. 

With each investment 
providing differing rates of 
return and bringing with them 
different risks, they can fulfil 
the varied investment purposes 
of investors.  

Why are stocks a good  
option for investment to 
achieve financial freedom  
in retirement? 

Passive income 
Passive income is that which 

requires little to no effort to 
earn and maintain. 

With investing in stocks 
not requiring managing the 
company you invest in, hav-
ing transparent and capable 
companies earn money for you 
is among the smartest ways of 
generating passive income. 

However, it is crucial to 
carefully choose companies to 
invest in as share values can 
go down as well as up. 

Stock investment provides 
two types of income – that 

from dividend distribution and 
that from capital gains. 

normally, the dividend you 
receive reflects the profits of 
the company and the number 
of shares you hold, with you 
receiving the capital gain when 
the stock price increases. 

Easy to start
it is simple to embark on 

investing in stocks – at the 
cambodia Securities Exchange 
(cSX), you can buy a minimum 
of one share, while the cheapest 
stock price is below 2,000 riel. 

You can invest even without 
the need for pouring in large 
amounts of capital as with 
other investments such as real 
estate. 

investment in stocks is 
easy, thanks to the simplicity 
of opening a trading account, 
with no requirement for any 
kind of monetary deposit. 

Making securities transac-
tions can be done through the 
Mobile Trading System – which 
has been specifically designed 
for smartphones and allows 
you to easily place buy or sell 
orders and check stock prices 
anywhere and at any time.  

Steady income

not only can investing in 
stocks bring in extra income, 
it can also provide a steady 
source of revenue. 

Simply put, as long as 
the company keeps creating 

revenue and making profits, by 
owning of part of the business, 
you will continue to receive 
pay-out dividends.  

Strong growth possible

investing in listed compa-
nies provides the possibility of 
receiving strong growth in the 
long term due to the fact that 
only trustworthy enterprises 
with high potential are eligible 
to be listed on the market. 

all firms must pass an 
eligibility review for listing 
on the bourse and meet every 
standard, including accounting, 
corporate governance, capital 
and profit requirements. 

With businesses able to earn 
profits indefinitely, investing 

in the right companies with 
high long-term potential and 
strong growth rates, you could 
earn considerable amounts of 
capital gains in the future. 

For example, the share price 
of Facebook notably increased 
from $38 at its initial public 
offering (iPO) in 2012 to ap-
proximately $273 per share by 
the end of last year. 

Hence, if an investor had in-
vested $1,000 at the start, they 
would have received around 
$6,000 in capital gains. 

investing in stocks is  
currently a good choice for  
the long term, one that can 
lead to financial freedom for 
retirement. 

in addition to the income 
made from working, investing 
in stocks can provide regular 
passive income in the present 
and for the future. 

Therefore, if you choose the 
right stocks – like Facebook – 
and keep them from now until 
retirement, you may well find 
yourself achieving the prized 
goal of financial freedom. 

How the stock market can result 
in financial freedom in retirement 
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The CSX hosted the ‘Securities Investment Opportunity in Cambodia’ seminar last July.  SUPPLIED 

People attend a stock market exhibition organised by the CSX in Phnom Penh on May 5, 2019.  SUPPLIED



The main wreckage of the USS Johnston (DD-557), a US Navy Fletcher-class destroyer that sank during the 
Battle of Samar in World War II, rests on the ocean floor off Samar Island in the Philippines at a depth of 
nearly 6,500m, the deepest shipwreck ever recorded. CALADAN OCEANIC/AFP

World

THE PHNOM PENH POST  april  5, 2021  WWW.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM10

US’ Biden goes all-out, risks 
losing control of Congress
W

ith his plan for 
massive invest-
ment to cre-
ate “millions of 

jobs” in the US coming on the 
heels of an equally titanic eco-
nomic stimulus programme, 
president Joe Biden is “going 
big” in his first weeks in office, 
mindful of a narrow legislative 
window for action that could 
close as soon as next year.

Former Barack Obama ad-
viser David axelrod said on 
March 30: “i think he knows 
that his legacy is going to be 
written in the next two years – 
his legacy as president – and he 
is going big. he is going big.”

the 2020 presidential elec-
tion brought victory for the 
Democrat, along with a wild 
card – majority control of 
Congress, but only by the 
slenderest of margins.

and both in the White house 
and the halls of Congress, 
memories are only too clear 
of past presidents who, only 
two years after inauguration, 
lost legislative majorities in 
mid-term elections – Donald 
trump in 2018, Barack Obama 
in 2010, George W Bush in 2006 
and Bill Clinton in 1994.

in the face of that risk, 
presidents have essentially 
two options – to govern more 
from the centre, seeking con-
sensus while protecting their 
majority; or to bet everything 
on an ambitious attempt to 
push major reforms through 
early, even at the risk of losing 
control of Congress.

With the 2022 mid-term 
elections just 19 months 
away, Biden has made his 
choice clear – he wants to 
move quickly with ambitious 
plans to fundamentally trans-
form the US.

time is short. While Biden 
– already the oldest US presi-

dent ever at 78 – says he plans 
to run again in 2024, axelrod 
believes the chances of that 
are “pretty remote”, as he said 
on the Hacks on Tap podcast 
he co-hosts with republican 
Mike Murphy.

Fierce opposition
“it’s big, yes. it’s bold, yes. 

and we can get it done.”
With those determined words, 

Biden on March 31 presented 
his plan to invest $2 trillion in 
US infrastructure over the next 
eight years with the goals of cre-
ating “millions of jobs”, fighting 
climate change and standing 
up to a rising China.

and that came barely three 

weeks after he had signed 
into law his gigantic plan to 
stimulate the world’s largest 
economy as it recovers from 
the Covid-19 pandemic. the 
price tag – $1.9 trillion.

the potential total cost of 
the two plans could exceed 
the gross domestic product 
(GDp) of Germany.

Biden, no stranger to the 
ways of Congress – where he 
spent more than 35 years as a 
senator – often portrays him-
self as a fan of bipartisanship, 
with a hand always held out 
to the other side.

But the White house has 
made it clear that it will not 
hesitate to move ahead with-

out republicans, if necessary.
and to judge by republi-

cans’ early reactions, the op-
position will be fierce.

Mitch McConnell, the in-
fluential Senate republican 
leader, vowed on april 1 to 
fight the infrastructure plan 
“every step of the way”, saying 
Biden lacked a public man-
date for so vast a package.

‘The art of the possible’
So, how does Biden hope to 

move the plan to passage?
“Successful electoral poli-

tics is the art of the possible,” 
Biden told reporters during 
his first news conference, on 
March 25. AFP

‘Deepest wreck dive’ reaches 
US WWii ship off philippines
a US navy destroyer sunk dur-
ing World War ii and lying near-
ly 6,500m below sea level off the 
philippines has been reached in 
the world’s deepest shipwreck 
dive, a US exploration team 
said.

a crewed submersible filmed, 
photographed and surveyed 
the wreckage of the USS John-
ston off Samar island during 
two eight-hour dives complet-
ed late last month, texas-based 
undersea technology company 
Caladan Oceanic llC said.

the 115m-long ship was sunk 
on October 25, 1944 during the 
Battle of leyte Gulf as US forc-
es fought to liberate the philip-
pines – then a US colony – from 
Japanese occupation.

its location in the philippine 

Sea was discovered in 2019 by 
another expedition group, but 
most of the wreckage was 
beyond the reach of their 
remotely-operated vehicle.

“Just completed the deepest 
wreck dive in history, to find 
the main wreckage of the 
destroyer USS Johnston,” 
tweeted Caladan Oceanic 
founder Victor Vescovo, who 
piloted the submersible.

“We located the front 2/3 of 
the ship, upright and intact, at 
a depth of 6456 meters. three 
of us across two dives surveyed 
the vessel and gave respects to 
her brave crew.”

Only 141 of the ship’s 327 
crew survived, according to US 
Navy records.

the Caladan Oceanic-

backed expedition found the 
bow, bridge and mid-section 
intact with the hull number 
“557” still visible.

two full five-inch gun tur-
rets, twin torpedo racks and 
multiple gun mounts remain 
in place, it said.

team navigator and histo-
rian parks Stephenson said the 
wreck bore the damage inflict-
ed during the intense surface 
battle 76 years ago.

he said: “it took fire from the 
largest warship ever constructed 
– the imperial Japanese Navy 
battleship Yamato, and fero-
ciously fought back.”

Sonar data, imagery and field 
notes collected during the dives 
would be turned over to the US 
Navy, Vescovo said. AFP

With the 2022 mid-term elections just 19 months away, US President Joe Biden has chosen to move quickly with 
ambitious plans to fundamentally transform the country, even at the risk of losing control of Congress. AFP

French foreign minister Jean-Yves Le Drian speaks during a joint press 
conference following a meeting on the Middle East Peace process, at the 
quai d’Orsay in Paris on March 11. POOL/AFP

France urges iran to 
be ‘constructive’ at 
this week’s nuke talks
FreNCh foreign minister 
Jean-Yves le Drian on april 3 
called on tehran to be “con-
structive” during talks with 
world powers this week in aus-
trian capital Vienna.

the eU is pushing to bring 
US president Joe Biden’s 
administration back into the 
nuclear accord to limit teh-
ran’s ambitions.

the US will not take part 
directly in the discussions, 
which will also involve China, 
Germany, russia and Britain.

But for the first time since 
former leader Donald trump 
pulled out of the iran agree-
ment in 2018, a US delegation 
will be present.

the 2015 nuclear accord saw 
iran granted relief from interna-
tional sanctions in exchange for 
accepting limits on its pro-
gramme aimed at easing fears it 
could acquire atomic weapons.

Biden has promised to rejoin 
the agreement on condition 
that iran first returns to 
respecting commitments it 
abandoned in retaliation for 
trump pulling out and reim-
posing swingeing sanctions.

le Drian spoke to his iranian 
counterpart Javad Zarif on april 
3 and “welcomed the coming 

resumption in Vienna of discus-
sions on the nuclear dossier”.

he also “encouraged iran to 
be constructive in the discus-
sions . . . to identify in the com-
ing weeks what needs to be 
done for a full return to 
respecting the agreement”, le 
Drian said in a statement.

“France will take part in a 
pragmatic and at the same 
time demanding way.

“i called on iran to refrain 
from any further violation of its 
current commitments in the 
nuclear field likely to damage 
the dynamics of a resumption 
of discussions,” he added.

iran’s Zarif tweeted that dur-
ing the conversation he “called 
on France to honour its com-
mitments under the accord, 
and to cease abiding by illegal 
sanctions imposed by the US”.

tehran says Washington has 
to end sanctions before it will 
make any moves to get back in 
line and has refused to hold 
direct negotiations with the 
US.

US Department of State 
spokesman Ned price called 
the Vienna talks a “healthy 
step forward” and Washington 
“remains open” to a direct 
encounter with tehran. AFP
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rebel groups 
voice support 
for Myanmar 
anti-coup fight
T

en of Myanmar’s 
major rebel groups 
threw their support 
behind the coun-

try’s anti-coup movement on 
april 3, fanning fears that a 
broader conflict could erupt 
in a country long plagued by 
fighting between the military 
and the ethnic armies.

Myanmar has been in tur-
moil since the military ousted 
civilian leader aung San Suu 
Kyi on February 1, triggering 
an uprising that the junta has 
sought to quell with deadly 
crackdowns.

according to a local moni-
toring group, more than 550 
people have been killed in 
the anti-coup unrest, blood-
shed that has angered some 
of Myanmar’s 20 or so ethnic 
groups and their militias, who 
control large areas of territory, 
mostly in border regions.

On april 3, 10 of these rebel 
groups met virtually to dis-
cuss the situation, condemn-

ing the junta’s use of live am-
munition on protesters.

“The leaders of the military 
council must be held account-
able,” said General Yawd Serk, 
leader of the rebel restoration 
Council of Shan State.

last week, the junta declared 
a month-long ceasefire with 
ethnic armed groups, though 
exceptions might be made if 
“security and administrative 
machinery of the government 
. . . are encroached on”.

The announcement did not 
encompass stopping lethal 
force against anti-coup dem-
onstrations.

But Yawd Serk said the cease-
fire required security forces to 
halt “all violent actions”, in-
cluding against protesters.

The 10 rebel groups that 
met online are signatories to 
a nationwide ceasefire agree-
ment that was brokered by 
Suu Kyi’s government, which 
attempted to negotiate an 
end to the ethnic militias’ 

decades-long armed struggle 
for greater autonomy.

But distrust runs deep for 
the ethnic minorities of Myan-
mar, and Yawd Serk said the 10 
signatories to the nationwide 
ceasefire would “review” the 
deal at their meeting.

He said: “i would like to 
state that the [10 groups] 
firmly stand with the people 
who are . . . demanding the 

end of dictatorship.”
last week, a Un special en-

voy on Myanmar warned the 
Security Council of the risk 
of civil war and an imminent 
“bloodbath”.

‘No reason for conflict’
The rebel groups’ meet-

ing comes a week after one 
of them, the Karen national 
Union (KnU), seized a military 

base in eastern Karen state, kill-
ing 10 army officers. The junta 
retaliated with air strikes.

The KnU has been a vocal 
opponent of the military junta 
and said it is sheltering hun-
dreds of anti-coup activists.

On april 3, the group con-
demned the military’s use of 
“excessive force by engaging 
in non-stop bombing and 
air strikes” from March 27 to 

30, which have “caused the 
deaths of many people in-
cluding children”.

it said: “The air strikes 
have also led to the further 
displacement of more than 
12,000 people.”

Junta spokesman Zaw Min 
Tun said the military has only 
been targeting KnU’s 5th Bri-
gade – which led to the seizure 
of the military base. AFP

Vietnam tightens land management
VieTnaM’S ministries of Con-
struction, and natural 
resources and environment 
have requested provinces and 
cities review state manage-
ment on land prices amid 
‘land fever’ in some localities.

The environment ministry 
said land prices in some local-
ities and areas have increased 
dramatically, which could 
affect socio-economic devel-
opment and investment 
projects.

it assigned the General 
Department of land adminis-
tration to inspect the plan-
ning, leasing and transferral of 
land in 26 localities. in Hanoi 
and Ho Chi Minh City, the 
department will inspect the 
land registration, the issuance 
of land-use rights certificates, 
changes of land-use purposes 
and land-use management in 
a number of projects which 
have been slow to put land 
into use.

The construction ministry 
also requested localities to 
publish information relating 
to planning, the progress of 
infrastructure development 
projects and real estate 
projects, especially big ones 
and their merger, establish-
ment and upgrading of admin-
istrative units.

earlier, Hanoi was asked to 
prevent land speculation when 
implementing the red river 
urban planning after property 
prices in some areas of the city 
surged after reports on draft 
planning for the area were 
released in June.

Halong city in the northeast-
ern province of Quang ninh has 
reviewed the authentication of 
transactions relating to land-

use rights, while Bac Giang 
province asked communal peo-
ple’s Committees to pay atten-
tion to surging land prices.

local authorities were also 
told to control virtual transac-
tions while actively regulating 
land funds through the crea-
tion of a clean land fund for the 
auction of land-use rights.

Vietnam association of real-
tors secretary-general nguyen 
Van Dinh said localities should 
inspect all land-use activities 
as well as transactions.

Dinh said localities need to 
manage those participating in 
listing and offering land for 
sale, as well as provide suffi-
cient information on econom-
ic development policies and 
land-use planning to handle 
news reports that can impact 
land prices.

He added that the state 
should adjust the law towards 
digitising land and urban 
planning to help people con-
veniently look up real estate 
product information. at the 
same time, it is necessary to 
manage the property exchange 
floors and brokerage more 
closely and effectively.

in many localities, fake news 
about project planning and 
development has been spread. 
There were even cases of tak-
ing advantage of the directions 
of state leaders and creating 
fake documents to spread 
news. This has a very negative 
impact on the interests of 
investors who lack knowledge 
and experience, he said.

in addition, there were also 
cases offering land for sale not 
suitable with the law such as 

forest land, fields and gardens. 
Many brokers regularly gather 
in these areas, causing excite-
ment, spreading unwarranted 
information, pushing prices 
up to entice investors.

He said part of the reason is 
low interest rates. The cash 
flow tends to invest in the real 
estate market, creating ‘land 
fever’ in many areas, despite 
the Covid-19 pandemic. in 
some localities, the land price 
frame was increased by 15 to 
20 per cent. The limited supply 
of housing projects, especially 
social housing, also contrib-
uted to make land demand 
higher. in addition, the 
demand for investment into 
land has surged as other sec-
tors have not seen effective-
ness due to the pandemic. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK 

Protesters take part in a demonstration against the military coup in Monywa, Sagaing region. FACEBOOK/AFP

Land in Long Bien district in Hanoi. In many localities, fake news about project planning and development has 
been spread. VIET NAM  NEWS

philippines extends 
lockdown in Manila, 
four nearby provinces
THe philippines will extend a 
coronavirus lockdown of more 
than 24 million people, an offi-
cial said on april 3, as it deploys 
tents and health workers to over-
whelmed hospitals in the capital 
where cases are surging.

people in Metro Manila – the 
national capital region – and 
four neighbouring provinces 
will have to stay home for 
another week unless they are 
essential workers, presidential 
spokesman Harry roque said.

The announcement came as 
the number of new infections 
for a single day hit a record high 
of 12,576, taking the country’s 
caseload to more than 784,000, 
including over 13,400 deaths.

More contagious variants of 
the virus and poor compliance 
with health protocols have 
been blamed for the surge in 
recent weeks.

roque said: “We call on local 
governments to tighten 
enforcement of our quaran-
tine measures and confront 
people who fail to follow min-
imum health standards.”

independent research group 
OCTa said the week-long 
enhanced community quar-
antine imposed on March 29 
was showing signs of slowing 
the spread of the virus, “but 
we’re not there yet”.

The spike has swamped 
many hospitals, with reports 
of people driving for hours 
around the sprawling capital 
looking for a facility that can 
treat their sick loved ones.

To boost capacity, the health 

department said modular 
tents were being delivered to 
hospitals across Metro Manila 
with the help of the World 
Health Organisation and the 
Un children fund UniCeF.

“Volunteer” health workers 
from other regions where virus 
transmission rates were low 
would be deployed to hospi-
tals in the capital in the com-
ing weeks, it added.

Under the restrictions affect-
ing a fifth of the country’s 
population, church services 
and other mass gatherings are 
banned and a 6:00pm to 
5:00am curfew is in force.

Supermarkets, pharmacies 
and other essential businesses 
are allowed to operate, and out-
door exercise is permitted.

a previous months-long 
lockdown crippled the philip-
pine economy, cost millions of 
jobs and left many households 
hungry.

The sluggish rollout of vac-
cines and poor contact tracing 
have fuelled criticism of presi-
dent rodrigo Duterte’s govern-
ment, which has been accused 
of bungling its response to the 
pandemic.

as of april 1, 760,938 health 
workers had received their first 
dose, the health department 
said.

The government said previ-
ously it aims to finish inoculat-
ing 1.7 million health workers 
by mid-april.

“Those who can take the vac-
cine must have themselves vac-
cinated now,” roque said. AFP



War ends for children when the 
last land mine is cleared

Kimhong and her mother, Thy, on a football pitch in Battambang province. Thy uses a prosthetic limb after losing a leg to a landmine several years ago. supplied
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Opinion

K
iMHONG had never played 
football before, but when she 
was invited to join a game 
with the other children living 

around Stoeng Toch Krom primary 
School in Battambang province near 
Cambodia’s border with Thailand, she 
joined in. 

What made this invitation special 
was that the school’s football ground 
had until recently been contaminat-
ed by landmines, a legacy of Cambo-
dia’s many years of internal conflict. 
“i wish there are more safe playfields, 
so that the other kids can also play 
with safety,” Kimhong says.

The conflict ended a few decades 

ago but the remnants of war still 
claim lives, and limbs. Children are 
most vulnerable. To clear that deadly 
legacy of landmines and explosive 
remnants of war (ErW) scattered 
across the nation requires commit-
ment, support and resources. 

For Kimhong’s mother, Thy, it was a 
special day too. Thy uses a prosthetic 
limb after losing a leg to a landmine 
several years ago. That has affected the 
life of her family. For as long as Kim-
hong can remember, she has had to 
help her mother cook, clean, and do 
other housework chores after school. 

That day, as Kimhong played foot-
ball with her friends on the new pitch, 
Thy sat on the sidelines, beaming.

in Cambodia, clearing the land of 
mines is first and foremost about sav-
ing lives and protecting youth like 

Kimhong. it is also about creating 
places free from fear, and an environ-
ment that is peaceful and conducive 
to inclusive development. 

Once cleared of mines, lands are 
released to local authorities, as was the 
case of the football ground, at Stoeng 
Toch Krom primary School. More often 
they are handed back to farmers and 
their families, many who live along 
Cambodia’s border with Thailand. The 
area was the last Khmer rouge strong-
hold and is still one of the world’s most 
heavily mine-contaminated areas.

among the countries helping the 
Cambodian government clear land-
mines is South Korea. a long-time 
development partner for the Cam-
bodian people, South Korea has 
become a high-income country in 
just over a quarter century, about 

the same time as the conflict in 
Cambodia came to an end.

South Korea not only brings much-
needed financial support but also 
contributes rich knowledge gained 
from its own experience of conflict 
recovery, as well as one of the world’s 
most remarkable transitions from 
low- to high-income country status. 

The “Saemaul Undong”, or New Vil-
lage Movement, was a key part of 
South Korea’s remarkable transition in 
less than a generation. This national 
movement was instrumental in 
improving conditions in rural commu-
nities as it strengthened social cohe-
sion. it significantly reduced rural pov-
erty by increasing household incomes, 
improving basic infrastructure and 
services, revitalising local communities 
and empowering women.

South Korea’s approach to mine 
clearance is not simply to maintain 
peace, but to build the foundations 
for prosperity. in Cambodia, through 
the Korea international Cooperation 
agency (KOiCa), South Korea has 
partnered with UNDp to support the 
Cambodian Mine action and Victim 
assistance authority (CMaa). The ini-
tiative is placed within a larger context 
of village development, following the 
successful example of South Korea.

The Cambodian government made 
a mine-free Cambodia their 18th Sus-
tainable Development Goal. in doing 
so, Cambodia firmly signaled that 
mine clearance is an integral part of 
the 2030 Development agenda. That 
is a connection that is deeply under-
stood in South Korea and makes the 
new village model especially appro-
priate here in Cambodia. 

For children like Kimhong and her 
mother, this is a development story 
full of hope, peace and the opportu-
nity for prosperity. it is a story that 
can only be sustained with continued 
support and resources. 

Rho Hyunjun is country director of KOICA 
Cambodia. Nick Beresford is resident  
representative of UNDP Cambodia.

Opinion
Rho Hyunjun and Nick Beresford 

For children like Kimhong and her mother, this is a development story full of hope, peace and the opportunity for prosperity. supplied



Roth Sochieata

F
ROM Phnom Penh 
to London to Kam-
pot town and then 
back to the Kingdom’s 

capital, a young Cambodian 
woman, Tyta Buth, now finds 
herself flourishing in Phnom 
Penh’s arts scene.

The 24-year-old photogra-
pher has exhibited her works 
in art galleries across Cam-
bodia in addition to her free-
lance work as a conceptual 
portraitist and commercial 
food photographer.

Tyta Buth, who works under 
the name Tytaart, earned de-
grees in Global Business and 
Design Management at Re-
gent’s University London and 
studied Strategic Design Man-
agement at Parsons School of 
Design in New York.

She then came back to Cam-
bodia and opened a video 
game bar in the sleepy town 
of Kampot, an unusual deci-
sion to say the least from a 
professional standpoint 
given her education.

Tyta tells The Post: 
“Coming back from 
London, I opened the 
video game bar in 
Kampot with my mum’s 
support. It was nice and 
fun but I realised that 
what I considered a se-
rious job didn’t bring me 
fulfilment or happiness. 

“One morning I woke up 
and cried my eyes out ask-
ing myself if [running a 
bar] is what I’m going to 
be doing in 30 years.”

Then what seemed 
like another unusual 
plot twist in her career 
came a year later when 
she unexpectedly set 
out to become a pro-
fessional conceptual 
photographer, but 
Tyta says her heart 
was always with 
photography start-
ing at the age of 15 
when she got her 
first camera.

After finish-
ing high school 
at Northbridge 
In t e r n a t i o n a l 
School in Cam-
bodia, she de-
cided to pursue 
her studies in 
the field of de-
sign in London. 
A teenager at the 
time, Tyta says she 
knew very little about what 
photographers actually did 
aside from photojournalists.

In 2019 she left Kampot and 
returned to Phnom Penh to 
pursue a photography career 
despite being unsure if her 
talent was really noteworthy 
or not.

During that first year she 
didn’t have a big portfolio or 

much confidence in her 
work yet and she wasn’t 
sure whether it would 
be good enough for 
commercial clients.

“I was taking pho-
tos in my free time for 
fun and also for some 

friends’ businesses. I 
was doing it for free and 

then I got an opportunity to 
do wedding photography 
for an English couple. 

“That was the first time 
I made money from my 
photos. I started to see 
that I can actually do 
something that I love for 
money when I used to 
think it could only be a 
hobby,” she says.

Tyta started attract-
ing bigger clients in 
2020 and her portfolio 
resultantly got bigger. 
People began to con-
tact her and ask her 
to work with them. 
She says this period 
was significant be-
cause she began to 
feel that she could 
truly call herself a 
professional pho-
tographer.
The self-taught art-

ist now has a small studio 
in her apartment but most of 
her shoots are done on loca-
tion. 

To achieve the quality of 
work Tyta desires requires a 
rigorous process but she says 
she wants to do her best for 
her clients. She says she al-
ways tries to offer them some-
thing new in the photos while 
maintaining authenticity. 

Tyta says she loves that this 
work has enabled her to ex-

press her creativity and the 
ability to translate her ab-
stract thoughts into some-
thing concrete and it can be 
something that brings happi-
ness and joy to people whom 
she has taken photos for. 

“This reminds me of one of 
my guy friends. I took a pho-
to of him and his girlfriend 
about a year ago. Just a few 
months back they asked if I 
still had that photo because it 
was the first photo they ever 
had taken together. It means 
so much to them. 

“Hearing that, I feel delighted 
that my photo is able to preserve 
a special memory for someone. 
Making others happy gives me 

satisfaction,” she says. 
Tyta has now done four art 

exhibitions and she says her 
two favourites have been Rus-
sian Roulife and Organic Senses 
because she was able to convey 
a message through very simple 
items like eggs, mushrooms 
and mango flowers.

Russian Roulife is from the 
Eternal Exhibition at Sra’ Art and 
it has a striking portrait of an old 
albino woman – titled Yey Sor 
– whom Tyta encountered beg-
ging in the market in Kampot’s 
Kampong Trach district. Though 
the old woman is a total stranger, 
Tyta says she feels a strong con-
nection between them. 

“She was so open in talking 

to me about her life and in 
the portrait it feels like I have 
known her for such a long time. 
That’s another thing that I’m 
proud of as a photographer, 
being able to share someone’s 
life story with others.”

The old woman agreed to 
have her photograph taken 
and Tyta decided to add some 
eggs and a costume. The eggs 
symbolised birth or the be-
ginning of life and her head-
dress and clothing are a trib-
ute to Buddhism. 

Tyta says her strongest influ-
ence in her life has been and 
continues to be her mother. 

“My mum is such a hard-
working woman and she 
started working when she was 
very young, even when she 
was in school. She supports 
me and gives me everything a 
daughter could ever ask for. 

“She gives me good advice 
about work and seeing my 
mum work really hard pushes 
me to become better at what-
ever I do. Part of it is that I’m 
so happy that so far she’s been 
proud of me and I want that 
to continue,” she says.

Tyta says she plans on con-
tinuing to show her work at 
art exhibitions and that she’s 
available to take on new clients 
if any businesses or individuals 
are interested in hiring a young 
photographer with technical 
ability and creativity.  

“I would love to express my 
gratitude to all the people 
whom I’ve met and who I’ve 
worked with. Thank you to 
the people who believe in 
what I do and who are always 
there when I have an exhibi-
tion. Without any of them, I 
wouldn’t be here,” she says.

To find out more about Ty-
ta’s work, check out her web-
site at https://www.tytapho-
tography.com/

Lifestyle
13THE PHNOM PENH POST  APRIL  5, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

London-educated Cambodian artist  
chooses to pursue career at home

A Peaceful Frequency (left) and A Beautiful View (right) from the series Organic Senses. SUPPLIED

God-Mode Activated (left) and Yey Sor from Russian Roulife (right) in the Eternal Exhibition. SUPPLIED

Tyta Buth speaks during the 
Complementarity Exhibition 
at Rosewood Phnom Penh. 
HEAN RANGSEY
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The Royal Group is inoculating around 3,000 of its employees who volunteered for the Covid-19 vaccination programme being carried 
out by the Ministry of Health. Royal Group staff – as part of the company’s corporate social responsibility (CSR) initiatives – have since last 
Thursday been undergoing daily inoculations at a vaccination centre set up at leading Phnom Penh hotel. “Part of the measures being taken 
to safeguard community health and safety is to expedite the safe vaccination of the people. By facilitating the inoculation programme for our 
group of employees, we are contributing to the bigger goal,” said Royal Group chairman and CEO Neak Oknha Kith Meng. Secretary of State 
of the Ministry of Health HE Or Vandine visited the vaccination centre last Wednesday. Meng and his wife Lok Chumteav Mao Chamnan also 
contributed $2 million to the government last week for the purchase of the Nokor Tep Women’s Hospital in Phnom Penh, which is currently 
operating as a Covid-19 treatment centre. The hospital has been renamed Queen Mother Hospital.

Royal Group rolls out vaccinations for staff
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Under siege
  6 Environmental problem
 10 Kaffiyeh wearer
 14 Old cry before “Read all about it!”
 15 Sandwich fish
 16 Anti-attacker spray
 17 You may see some with periph-

eral vision
 20 20 hundredweight
 21 Thousands of years
 22 Defensive ditches
 23 Cautionary data-entry acronym
 24 Hamsters, often
 25 In the ___ (likely to happen)
 28 “Gorillas in the ___”
 29 Book balancer, briefly
 32 Croat, e.g.
 33 Object of worship
 35 Yellowish brown
 37 No matter what
 40 Sports facility
 41 Block, as a bill
 42 South American empire of yore
 43 Physicist’s unit
 44 “It’s now or never” time
 46 Bark boats
 48 Dignified manner or conduct

 49 Cajun cooking pod
 50 Exit, to Barnum
 53 Daily fare
 54 Aspen runner
 57 Once-promising failures
 60 Actions on shirtsleeves
 61 Private or general, e.g.
 62 About-face
 63 Host’s request
 64 Boot tips
 65 Bellows
DOWN
  1 Better than better
  2 World’s Fair, for one
  3 Ollie’s partner in old comedy
  4 Get it wrong
  5 Adopt, as a stray
  6 Testimony taker
  7 Dishevel, as hair
  8 Yoko who married Lennon
  9 Missteps
 10 Out of place
 11 Dipstick wipers
 12 Result of too much exercise
 13 Casino transactions
 18 Hanks’ “Big” keyboard dance  

partner

 19 Games of chance
 23 Assumed as fact
 24 Furnace light
 25 Movie award
 26 Botanist’s expertise
 27 Widely known and esteemed
 28 Put it where your mouth is
 29 Trousers material
 30 U.K. cents
 31 Fields of study
 34 A long, backless sofa
 36 Long March site
 38 Relish-tray item
 39 Powerful projectile
 45 Barren area
 47 Round Table king
 48 Far from spiffy
 49 Porkers’ patter
 50 Juvenile newt
 51 Excessive supply
 52 “Muffin” starter
 53 “Wine” counterpart
 54 Went around in circles
 55 Go-___ (kid’s vehicle)
 56 Places to overnight
 58 ___ Tome and Principe
 59 Airport listing, for short

“BRIGHT IDEAS” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution
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W
iTH wavy horns 
and a sturdy 
build, the is-
trian goat stands 

proudly on Croatia’s national 
flag. But in the pastures where 
the white-furred animal hails 
from, the breed is almost no-
where to be seen.

For centuries, the domestic 
goat was a staple of rural life 
in Croatia’s istria peninsula, 
an enchanting region home 
to rolling hills and pictur-
esque coastline.

But from a population in 
the thousands in the mid-20-
th century, the goat’s num-
bers have dwindled down to 
a few dozen, prompting local 
authorities to launch a con-
servation programme with 
the help of local breeders.

“it is crucial to preserve 
the istrian goat since it is an 
indigenous breed,” said ivan 
Milohanic, a 32-year-old bus 
driver whose herd of goats in-
cludes some 20 of the heavy-
set white istrians.

The goats are milked by hand 
and graze for a few hours daily 
at a meadow close to the Milo-
hanic family’s farm house, 
where he also grows olives, 
grapes and hosts tourists.

“Also, there is a strong inter-
est in genuine natural prod-
ucts,” he added, noting the 
health benefits of the goat’s 
milk and meat.

Milohanic (pictured, AFp), 
one of a handful of local breed-
ers raising the goats, started 
years ago and aspires to run a 
small cheese factory in future.

Milk and meat
The animals were for many 

years a key food resource, 
providing milk and meat for 
villagers too poor to afford a 
cow or sheep.

“There was prac-
tically no farm 
without some 
goats,” said Boro 
Mioc, a professor at the 
Zagreb University Faculty 
of Agronomy, who is helping 
the revitalisation project.

Known as agile and intelli-
gent, goats were the first ani-
mal to be milked by man, he 
added.

in times of hardship, 
such as during wars or 
hunger, the “poor man’s 
cow” helped villag-
ers survive due to their 
modest needs regarding 

food and shelter. They were 
also easy to bring along if the 
owner needed to flee.

“Goats were always a sym-
bol of poverty but also of the 
preservation of family,” said 
Gordan Subara, of the gov-
ernment’s agency for istria’s 
rural development, in charge 
of the rehabilitation project.

The death of a goat was 
once a tragedy for an average 
istrian family.

But laws in the 19th and 20th 
centuries practically banned 
keeping the animals, which 
were considered forest-destroy-
ing pests, causing the popula-
tion to shrink dramatically.

in recent decades, the 
movement of people to urban 
areas and development of 
tourism as a source of income 
have further reduced reliance 
on the animals.

‘Return our debt’ 
The local revitalisation proj-

ect started in 2010 with experts 
carrying out a genetic analysis 
to confirm the istrian breed 
still existed with a view to add-
ing it to Croatia’s list of indig-
enous and protected species.

That followed two years later.
local authorities are now 

studying around 30 breed-
ing goats to prevent mating 
of close relatives, with hopes 
that artificial insemination 
can also help double the 
population annually to reach 
1,000 within a decade.

“The most important goal 
is to return our debt towards 
this animal, whom we pro-
claimed a pest without justi-
fication,” Subara said.

This year, 
they also 
plan to buy 
up any 

is-

trian baby goats in the region 
to prevent their slaughter.

While istria has changed hands 
several times over the centu-
ries, the goat has remained an 
enduring symbol, featuring on 
the region’s coat of arms while 
it was a part of the Austro-Hun-
garian Empire and italy.

After Croatia’s indepen-
dence from Yugoslavia in 
1991, a yellow goat with red 
horns and hooves was incor-
porated onto both istria and 
the national flag, as well as 
both coat of arms.

“preserving that symbolism 
is also very important,” Suba-
ra stressed.

Tourist attraction 
Another ray of hope for the 

goats may lie in tourism.
Olgica Skopac, whose farm 

is nestled between the pictur-
esque hilltop town of labin 
and the coastal resort of ra-
bac, used two does and a buck 
to clear her land a few years 
ago instead of machinery.

Now the animals are an addi-
tional draw for the tourists who 
stay in apartments on her farm.

“We are renewing a tradition-
al rural household” on nature’s 
doorstep, said the energetic 
66-year-old, who with her hus-
band grows olives and keeps 
some 20 istrian sheep, three 
donkeys and several goats.

if not going to nearby 
beaches, tourists can enjoy a 
sea view from the terrace of 
the Skopacs’ house or hike in 
the forest surrounding it.

Many visitors are also inter-
ested in animals kept in barns 
in a nearby valley.

“They ask questions so 
we spread the popularity of 
our istrian goat,” the smiling 
woman said, cuddling a goat 
kid in her arms.

Mioc, the professor, is con-
vinced that the istrian goat 

has “a future”, 
but adds: 

“We have 
to save it 

f irst.” 
AFP

Olgica Skopac stands next to her small heard of Istrian goats in Labin last month. AFP

Croatia moves to save 
its iconic istrian goat
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Man City go 17 points clear, 
Tuchel suffers Chelsea loss
M

a n C h e s T e r 
City moved clos-
er to the premier 
league title as 

the runaway leaders won 2-0 
at leicester, while lowly West 
Bromwich albion handed 
Thomas Tuchel the first de-
feat of his Chelsea reign with 
a stunning 5-2 victory on 
april 3.

liverpool took full advan-
tage of Chelsea’s shock col-
lapse to close within two 
points of the top four with a 
3-0 win at arsenal.

City are 17 points clear of 
second-placed Manchester 
United after a remarkable 
15th successive away win in 
all competitions.

United can close the gap 
with a win against Brighton on 
april 4 in the first of two games 
in hand, but it is only a matter 
of time before pep Guardiola’s 
men celebrate their third title 
in four seasons.

Goals from Benjamin Mendy 
and Gabriel Jesus killed off 
third-placed leicester in the 
second half at the King power.

City, chasing an unprec-
edented quadruple, will go 
into their Champions league 
quarter-final first leg against 
Borussia Dortmund on april 
6 in confident mood after 
avenging the 5-2 thrashing 
they suffered against leicester 
in september.

“it is a big step to winning 
the premier league,” Guar-
diola said.

“The premier league is the 
nicest competition to win. it is 

11 months and it is so tough. 
We are close.”

City controlled posses-
sion and their dominance 
was rewarded in the 58th 
minute.

Mendy cleverly eluded 
Marc albrighton in the le-
icester penalty area before 
curling a fine finish into the 
far corner with his weaker 
right foot.

Jesus then converted his 
fifth goal in his last seven 
games 16 minutes from 
time from raheem ster-

ling’s unselfish pass.

Tuchel calls for calm
at stamford Bridge, Chelsea 

boss Tuchel saw his 14-game 
unbeaten run since replacing 
the sacked Frank lampard 
come to juddering halt.

Christian pulisic gave Chel-
sea the lead in the first half, 
but Blues defender Thiago 
silva was sent off two minutes 
later for a second booking.

second-bottom West Brom 
made the most of that gift in 
first half stoppage-time as 

Matheus pereira struck twice 
in quick succession.

They were the first home 
league goals conceded by 
Chelsea since Tuchel arrived 
in January, also ending a run 
of seven successive clean-
sheets in all competitions.

shell-shocked Chelsea ca-
pitulated in the second half 
as Mbaye Diagne got albion’s 
third before Callum robinson 
struck twice.

Mason Mount’s reply was no 
consolation for Chelsea, who 
conceded five at home in the 

league for the first time since 
2011.

Liverpool back in the groove
City’s win meant liverpool 

can now not mathematically 
retain their title, but they are 
back in the race for Champi-
ons league football next sea-
son thanks to their first suc-
cessive league victories since 
January.

Jurgen Klopp’s men looked 
more like their old selves in a 
dominant display that got its 
reward thanks to three goals 
in 18 second-half minutes.

substitute Diogo Jota pow-
ered home Trent alexander-
arnold’s cross to break the 
deadlock before Mohamed 
salah cleverly prodded the 
ball between the legs of Bernd 
leno.

Jota rounded off the scor-
ing with his sixth goal in four 
games for club and country.

“We have to win our own 
games, but in our situation 
other teams have to lose 
games as well,” said Klopp.

“We have to keep working, 
but it is a nice sign. We are still 
there.”

arsenal remain in ninth with 
their season now hinging on 
success in the europa league 
after what manager Mikel 
arteta described as an “unac-
ceptable” performance.

leeds levelled on points with 
the Gunners as they pushed 
bottom-of-the-table sheffield 
United closer to relegation 
with a 2-1 win in a Yorkshire 
derby at elland road. AFP

Tearful Oyarzabal salutes fans after real sociedad win
MiKel Oyarzabal scored the penalty 
that won real sociedad the delayed 
2020 Copa del rey on saturday before 
dedicating their victory to the fans 
unable to attend an historic final 
against Basque rivals athletic Bilbao.

Oyarzabal, la real’s captain who 
joined their youth academy aged 14, 
proved the difference in a 1-0 win in 
seville, where the biggest ever game 
between these two famous clubs was 
played in an empty stadium.

“it’s an incredible day,” said a tearful 
Oyarzabal afterwards.

“You remember everybody, all the 
people who would have loved to be 
here, people who have left us. This is 
for everyone, my family, my friends. it 
means everything.”

Oyarzabal’s strike secures real 
sociedad their first Copa del rey tri-
umph in 34 years while at the same 
denying a 24th success for athletic 
Bilbao, who must now try to recover 
in time for a second attempt in two 
weeks’ time.

athletic have also reached the final 
of this season’s competition, which 
will be played on the same pitch at la 
Cartuja on april 17, with Barcelona 
and lionel Messi their opponents next 

time around.
“i’m not disappointed, i’m sad,” said 

coach Marcelino Garcia Toral. “The 
players are gutted but they have to 
bounce back.”

For real sociedad, this was a one-
off chance and they took it, edging a 
final that was tight, tense and without 
clear openings, but one in which the 
better team lifted the trophy at the 
finish.

eighteen of the 22 players that 
started were Basque, with many of 
them beginning in the academies of 
the club’s they now represent, 
including Oyarzabal, who was born 
in Gipuzkoa and joined real socie-
dad’s “Zubieta” as a teenager.

The final had been put off as long 
as possible in the hope fans might be 
able to attend, but instead it was 
staged almost 1,000km south in 
seville, where around 350 guests and 
journalists were allowed in, but the 
stands were otherwise left empty.

Trouble in Bilbao
excitement spilled over in Bilbao, 

where police had attended to distur-
bances earlier in the evening.

large crowds of athletic fans gath-

ered near the team’s san Mames sta-
dium, with some throwing bottles and 
flares, while many ignored rules 
regarding social distancing.

“some madmen causing problems 
before the final,” wrote Bilbao mayor 
Juan Mari aburto.

“You do not represent the values of 
our athletic or our city. please, a little 
sanity and let us enjoy ourselves.”

There was little about la Cartuja 
that felt like home for these two teams, 
except perhaps the weather, given the 
first 20 minutes was played in torren-
tial rain.

neither side really settled in a fran-
tic first half, full of rushed passes and 
nervy touches, but real sociedad 
were the more dominant in posses-
sion, even if athletic went closest to 
scoring.

raul Garcia flashed wide early on 
from an acute angle before inigo Mar-
tinez fired off a shot from distance, 
with la real goalkeeper alex remiro 
doing well to tip the ball over.

The second half was more concen-
trated as both teams tightened up and 
two penalty decisions in quick succes-
sion put athletic on the back foot.

inigo was at the centre of both, first 

blocking an Oyarzabal cross with his 
arm, only for Var to spare the defend-
er, with referee Javier estrada deciding 
he was just outside the box.

But there was no disputing the sec-
ond, as inigo this time prevented 
portu from finishing off a superb ball 
through by Mikel Merino, the only 

consolation that his initial red card 
was reduced to a yellow.

Oyarzabal exhaled and struck the 
penalty sweetly into the corner.

There were eight minutes added on 
for injury time but athletic never 
looked like finding an equaliser. They 
will try again in two weeks. AFP

Manchester City’s striker Gabriel Jesus (centre) shoots to score his team’s second goal during the English 
Premier League football match between Leicester City and Manchester City on Saturday. AFP

Real Sociedad’s players celebrate with the trophy after winning the 2020 Spanish Copa 
del Rey (King’s Cup) final football match on April 3. AFP

40-year-old 
Gp cyclist 
sees age as 
no barrier
JUsT three weeks before he 
turns 41, alejandro Valverde 
returned to the winner’s podi-
um on saturday when he won 
the 203.2km Miguel indurain 
Grand prix which started and 
finished in the navarran town 
of estella.

it was the veteran spanish 
cyclist’s first victory in a year 
and a half and the first for 
Movistar in 2021.

it also showed that he is in 
good shape to tackle the grand 
tours once again.

“i am very happy for this win 
today,” said Valverde, who fin-
ished six seconds ahead of 
alexey lutsenko with his asta-
na teammate luis leon san-
chez in third.

“We knew it was going to be 
a difficult day. astana was the 
strongest team and they had a 
great race, controlling it from 
the beginning.”

Valverde, who won this race 
in 2014 and 2018, showed his 
legs were staving off the rigours 
of age when he finished 12th in 
the Tour de France last septem-
ber and tenth in the Vuelta in 
november.

eleven kilometres from the 
finish, Valverde caught up with 
sanchez who had been out on 
his own in the lead, and they 
were joined by lutsenko.

The Movistar leader attacked 
on the last climb to the top of 
eraul to take the victory.

Valverde, who served a two-
year suspension for doping a 
decade ago, will compete in the 
Tour of the Basque Country this 
week. AFP 
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