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New multi-purpose sea port set for K Kong
Thou Vireak

THE government plans to rebuild 
the derelict old Dang Tong Port in 
Koh Kong province into a medium-
sized multi-purpose sea port at a 
cost of $1.5 million to spur waterway 
trade with Thailand, a senior public 
works official said. 

But plans to break ground on 
the project have been put on the 

back burner for now as the Covid-
19 pandemic takes a turn for the 
worse, according to provincial 
Department of Public Works and 
Transport director Orn Davuth.

At 69m long and 6.5m wide and 
paved with concrete, Davuth as-
serted that the project would take 
around two years to build.

And with its multipurpose de-
sign, the port will serve a plethora 

of industries such as transport, re-
tail and tourism, he said.

Located in Khemarak Phoumin 
town’s Smach Meanchey com-
mune, the old port has seen a hand-
ful of renovations, with the latest in 
1991. Now it sits there dilapidated 
and largely unused.

Logistics Business Association 
(LOBA) president Chea Chandara 
told The Post that the sea port would 

smooth retail freight transport be-
tween Cambodia and Thailand and 
serve as a tourism hub.

“This port will allow ships to trans-
port retail goods from Thailand to 
Cambodia more easily and safely. 
Goods flowing into Koh Kong prov-
ince will pass through the Cham 
Yeam border checkpoint, which
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Mom Kunthear

A
LL vehicles caught 
travelling in Phnom 
Penh in violation of 
the newly imposed 

two-week, 8pm-5am curfew 
will be impounded, accord-
ing to a directive issued by 
governor Khuong Sreng on 
April 1.

The order came on the 
heels of a sub-decree signed 
by Prime Minister Hun Sen 
authorising municipal and 
provincial governors to take 
Covid-19 preventive mea-
sures such as travel restric-
tions and curfew at their 
discretion.

In an audio message, 
Sreng ordered that police 
only impound the vehicles 
of offenders without detain-
ing them.     

“We take their cars or mo-
torcycles first. Then we allow 
them to self-quarantine at 
homes for 14 days before re-
turning their vehicles. But in 
case the authorities find that 
they do not follow instruc-
tions, we will enforce puni-
tive measures,” he said.

The curfew bans all un-
necessary travel or activities 
outside the home from 8pm 
to 5am, though there are 
exemptions for those travel-
ling to and from work, food 
deliveries and other activi-
ties deemed essential.

The governor’s directive 
includes a temporary sus-
pension of non-essential 
business activities. Restau-

rants, coffee shops and oth-
er businesses that provide 
food or drinks can stay open 
– but only for deliveries or 
take-aways.

All public gatherings are 
forbidden, except among 

family members living in the 
same home. Funeral rites can 
be held if permitted by the 
local authorities. Covid-19 
sample collections and emer-
gency services will continue 
to operate as normal.

Authorities such as police 
and administrative officials 
who are mobilising to per-
form their duties or to main-
tain public security and or-
der are granted an exception, 
as are gatherings such as 

meetings between officials 
that serve the public interest, 
according to the directive.

Chea Samneang, a resident 
of Chbar Ampov I commune

Vehicle impoundment 
for all curfew violators 

US’ Biden sets 
out $2 trillion 
infrastructure 
mega package
US PRESIDENT Joe Biden on March 
31 unveiled a $2 trillion infrastruc-
ture plan aimed at modernising the 
country’s crumbling transport net-
work, creating millions of jobs and 
delivering a “once-in-a-generation” 
investment.

Biden compared his “transfor-
mational” plan to the ambitious 
US space programme of the 1960s, 
saying it would boost the liveli-
hoods of the poor and middle-
class, take aim at global warming, 
and be funded by increased taxes 
on large companies and the 
rich.

He said: “Today I’m proposing a 
plan for the nation that rewards 
work, not just rewards wealth. It 
builds a fair economy that gives 
everybody a chance to succeed. It’s 
going to create the strongest, most 
resilient, innovative economy in 
the world.

‘once-in-a-generation’
“It’s a once-in-a-generation 

investment in America, unlike 
anything we’ve seen or done since 
we built the interstate highway 
system and the space race decades 
ago.”

The plan called for sweeping 
upgrades to transportation, tele-
communications and energy infra-
structure, which the US leader said 
was both about revitalising an 
economy weakened by the Covid-
19 pandemic and restoring its glo-
bal competitiveness.

“We can’t delay another minute. 
It’s long past due,” he said in the 
city of Pittsburgh.

“The rest of the world is closing 
in and closing in fast – we can’t 
allow this to continue.”

Biden’s infrastructure plan – the 
second massive spending initia-
tive of his 10-week old administra-
tion after the $1.9 trillion short-
term Covid-19 rescue bill passed 
earlier this month – faces tough 
tests in a Congress worried about 
soaring deficits.

But it also seeks to address crum-
bling bridges, roads and other 
public works around the country 
that successive administrations 
have failed to take on.

In doing so, it would expand the role 
of the government in the US econ-
omy to levels not seen in decades.

“In fact, it’s the largest American 
jobs investment since World War 
II. It will create millions of jobs, 
good-paying jobs,” Biden said. 
AFP

a couple of co-workers out on motorbikes after curfew show their documents to traffic police along an eerily-quiet Monivong Boulevard near 
Bokor Stop in Chamkarmon district. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM
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Continued from page 1

in Chbar ampov district, sup-
ported the measures. He said 
the curfew could contribute 
significantly to ending the 
February 20 community out-
break, which has seen cases 
rise to 1,949 with 726 recover-
ies as of april 1. 

“These rules are not violat-
ing anyone’s human rights, 
they are a community effort 
that everyone must partici-
pate in to serve the greater 
good. i think this curfew is 
necessary under the current 
circumstances because the 
transmission situation has 
become very serious,” he 
said.

The heightened restrictions 
in phnom penh – including 
the curfew and ban on gath-
erings – will remain in effect 
for at least two weeks starting 

april 1, after which the situa-
tion will be re-evaluated.

Kampong Speu provincial 
governor Vei Samnang said 
on april 1 he was still con-
sidering whether to impose 
a curfew. He said in his prov-
ince there are many people 
who work the night shift and 
he will have to thoroughly as-
sess the situation first.

“i may start enforcing cur-
few from april 2 or 3, but the 
[Covid-19] situation in Kam-
pong Speu is not quite as 
bad as it is in phnom penh. 
The province can avoid these 
challenges if we are united 
in following the Ministry of 
Health’s guidance,” he said.

as of april 1, Cambodia 
had recorded a total of 2,477 
Covid-19 cases with 1,217 
receiving ongoing treatment 
and 16 confirmed deaths 
from the diseases.

increased restrictions 
decided by governors 
according to necessity

Voun Dara

THE Union of Journalist Fed-
erations of Cambodia (UJFC) 
has called on journalists and 
social media users to put great-
er focus on moral and ethical 
considerations when dissemi-
nating information in order to 
avoid spreading fake news.

in a statement issued on 
april 1, the UJFC said: “We 
play a role in our national so-
ciety. Technology makes the 
dissemination of information 
today very easy. But what we 
are collectively broadcasting 
as our national image should 
be given serious thought. 

“We should pay greater at-
tention to the pictures and 
the content that we spread.

“We must ask – is this con-
tent useful? Or will it under-
mine the solidarity of the 
people, destroy the nation’s 
reputation or erode our com-
mon values? 

“Each of us adds our own 
brush strokes to the canvas 
as we paint a picture together 
of our country and when the 
world sees the result they will 
judge the worth of our civili-
sation and our country as a 
whole based on it.”  

There is no clear indication 
as to why the UJFC issued 
this statement at this point in 
time. But it came just one day 
after the Cambodian Journal-
ist alliance (CamboJa) issued 
a report detailing an increase 
in the number of journalists 
arrested in 2020 on charges 
of incitement to commit a 
felony and extortion. 

 The CamboJa report char-
acterised the arrests as ha-
rassment targeted at journal-
ists who had merely exercised 
their rights and freedoms by 
reporting the news.

“Whether someone is in 
Cambodia or anywhere else 
in the world, what is impor-
tant right now is ending the 
pandemic and journalists 
should be focused on giving 
the public the information 

necessary to accomplish that 
goal,” the UJFC’s statement 
emphasised. 

it noted that fake news 
about the pandemic was 
constantly posted on social 
media and widely shared and 
that the Ministry of informa-
tion had to revoke the licenc-
es of some media outlets for 
spreading disinformation.

Their statement contin-
ued: “plurality of views is the 
garden in which democracy 
grows. But what if the views 
consist mostly of insults, 
false rhetoric and poisonous 
hatred? Then this prolifera-
tion of paradigms becomes 
as harmful to society as any 
pandemic virus. 

“The challenge today does 
not come from government 
restriction of press free-
doms, but from the exercise 
of rights and freedoms by 
journalists and the general 
public in a morally bank-
rupt manner that is devoid 
of all social responsibility,” 
the statement read, citing as 
evidence social media posts 

which cast doubts on the 
safety of vaccines.

phos Sovann, the ministry’s 
information and broadcasting 
director-general, said officials 
had identified 192 cases of 
fake news in March alone. 

Such disinformation also 
contained incitements, criti-
cisms and insults to the na-
tion’s leaders and three me-
dia licences were revoked for 
serious violations of the law, 
but many of the offenders 
are not licensed in the first 
place and hid their identities 
online.

“The media organisations 
that are legally registered 
with the ministry, we can tell 
them to correct something 
or to remove any fake news 
posted to their social media 
accounts. 

“For more general social 
media accounts that do not 
register with the ministry, we 
can only send those cases 
to the Ministry of interior or 
other relevant authorities so 
they can investigate and take 
legal action,” Sovann said.

Ministry rejects report 
on loss of forest cover 
Nov Sivutha

T
HE Ministry of Envi-
ronment rejected a 
report from the Glob-
al initiative against 

Transnational Organised 
Crime which claimed that 
Cambodia had lost more than 
50,000ha of forest cover in prey 
lang Wildlife and preah rokar-
Chheb Wildlife Sanctuaries 
over an 18-year period.

Ministry spokesman Neth 
pheaktra said on april 1 that 
the ministry had no need to 
comment on a third-party 
report.

But he said: “The environ-
ment ministry continues to 
strengthen law enforcement 
and implement action plans in 
collaboration with partner or-
ganisations and protected area 
communities to protect and 
conserve Cambodia’s natural 
resources, forests and wildlife.”

in its issued 40-page report, 
Rings of illegality in Prey Lang 
Wildlife Sanctuary”, releasesd 
on March 31, the Global initia-

tive said Cambodia’s so-called 
protected areas have been se-
verely damaged, despite sup-
posedly being safeguarded 
under Cambodian law.

Cambodia, the report said, 
has suffered some of the high-
est rates of deforestation than 
any other country since the 
1970s. The rate has also been 
significantly increasing in re-
cent decades.

The report also cited an-
other report, The Global Forest 
Watch, which has estimated 
that between 2001 and 2018, 
the country had lost 557,000ha 
of forest cover in protected ar-
eas, representing 11.7 per cent 
lose of coverage.

Forest cover loss was dis-
covered by a study and in-
vestigation on deforestation 
in prey lang and prey preah 
roka Wildlife Sanctuary in 
the country’s north. They also 
researched some companies 
including Think Biotech Co, 
ltd and angkor plywood; 
Sam Oeun Sovann Co, ltd; 
pNT Co, ltd; and Thy Nga 

Development Co, ltd.
“Some protected areas have 

been almost completely de-
forested. The areas are mostly 
outside the royal decree ar-
eas. However, this loss is det-
rimental to the conservation 
of biodiversity, economy and 
society for the forest-depen-
dent indigenous peoples,” 
the report stated.

Neth pheaktra said in Febru-
ary that some NGOs had or-
ganised malicious campaigns 
and issued subversive statements 
against the government regard-
ing natural resource manage-
ment and conservation. 

“it is an insult on park rang-
er’s sacrifice and communi-
ties in protected areas who are 
protecting natural resources,” 
Neth pheaktra said, acknowl-
edging that natural resource 
crimes still happen, even in 
prey lang Wildlife Sanctuary, 
but on a small scale.

preah Vihear provincial De-
partment of Environment di-
rector Song Chan Socheat also 
declined to comment.

Freshly felled trees found in Prey Lang last year. Global InItIatIve

Journalists on duty at the Phnom Penh Municipal Court last year. HenG CHIvoan

Journalist union urges end 
to fake news dissemination



Laotian nabbed 
for trafficking 
nearly 3kg meth  
via Stung Treng

A LAOTIAN man will be sent 
to Stung Treng Provincial 
Court after being arrested 

in Borei O’Svay Sen Chey district’s 
O’Svay commune on March 31 for 
allegedly trafficking 3kg of meth-
amphetamines.

Provincial police chief Outh 
Sivutha identified the suspect 
as Phit Samorn Noi, a 29-year-
old from Khong district of Laos’ 
Champasak province.

Sivutha said his officers were 
patrolling their target area in O’Svay 
commune’s O’Svay village when they 
came across Noi – who was crossing 
into Cambodia near a bridge at the 
border – and noticed that he was 
carrying something suspicious.

After seeking legal coordination 
from provincial court prosecutor 
Chet Khemara, they arrested him 
and found three plastic packages 
containing nearly 3kg of metham-
phetamines. 

“As per procedure, once we fin-
ish with our report we will send 
both suspect and evidence to the 
court for prosecution – probably 
on April 2,” he said.

Meas Vyrith, secretary-general 
of the National Authority for 
Combating Drugs, could not be 
reached for comment.

However, he recently remarked 
that the number of people appre-
hended in 2020 for drug-related 
crimes had increased by six per 
cent from the previous year, with 
over three tonnes of illegal drugs 
seized. Kim Sarom
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Long Kimmarita

MOrE than 100 pigs were 
destroyed on april 1 after 
authorities in Stung Treng prov-
ince stopped a truck transport-
ing the animals last week and 
discovered they were infected 
with the african swine fever. 

The pigs,  which were im-
ported from Thailand, were 
slaughtered by General De-
partment of animal Health 
and production under the 
Ministry of agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries.

On March 23, Stung Treng 
provincial police and agricul-
ture ministry officials stopped 
the truck that was illegally 
transporting the pigs from 
Thailand via laos and entered 
Cambodia through Stung 
Sreng provincial border.

Tan pannara, head of the 
General Department of animal 
Health and production, said 
the pigs were banned from be-
ing sold and destroyed in Takeo 
province’s Bati district to avoid 
posing any risk to consumers 
or infecting local pigs.

“i’ve just destroyed all of the 
102 pigs early today at Tamao 
Mountain. all the pigs were 
caught in Stung Treng prov-
ince, no other place,” he said.

He added that his depart-
ment also fined the traders 
30 million riel ($7,400) for il-
legally importing the pigs.

“The general department 
and the ministry still prohib-

its illegal pig imports. This is 
the work of our expert offi-
cials. illegal pig imports come 
with the risk of transmission,” 
he said.

in February, 30 pigs were 
also caught being illegally im-
ported into Cambodia from 
Thailand through Banteay 
Meanchey province. all of the 
pigs were infected with the 
african swine fever and had 
to be destroyed.

Cambodia livestock raisers 
association president Srun 
pov praised the authorities’ 
timely efforts to prevent dis-
eased pigs from entering the 
country and local markets. He 
said the fever was the most 

contagious disease which has 
no vaccine. The virus could 
be transmitted by flies.

“african swine fever is one of 
the most devastating disease. 
as i know, there is no vaccine 
or medicine to treat them.”

“if it transmits into our pig-
sties then all pigs in that cage 
will become sick and die. if 
1,000 or 10,000 pigs are in-
fected, all of them will die,” 
he said.

in 2019, Cambodia expe-
rienced an african swine fe-
ver outbreak which caused 
a shortage of local pigs after 
thousands of infected pigs 
were slaughtered, according 
to the agriculture ministry.

Over 100 pigs infected with 
african swine fever destroyed

Vaccination campaign kicks off

Two questioned over wetland 
clearing in Kampong Chhnang 

Mom Kunthear

C
aMBODia kicked of a 
large-scale Covid-19 vacci-
nation campaign on april 
1, with one million doses 

to be admistered per month. 
To assist these efforts, the Japanese 

government has donated nearly $1 
million in financial aid to improve 
Cambodia’s cold chain storage ca-
pabilities, which are necessary to 
preserve certain vaccines.

in Kampong Cham province, pro-
vincial health department director 
Kim Sour phirun said his province 
had received 39,000 doses which 
would be enough to inoculate 18,000 
people with a two-dose regimen. 

“We are prepared to inoculate res-
idents at 29 vaccination sites in the 
province. We have 360 medical staff 
who received training for the vacci-
nation campaign,” he said.

The Ministry of Education, Youth 
and Sport also began the campaign 
nationwide for teachers as well as 
other staff members at both public 
and private schools. 

The opening day went smoothly, 
according the ministry spokesper-
son ros Soveacha.

“Some 168,000 staff members from 
educational institutions across the 
country have signed up on a volun-
tary basis for vaccinations,” he said.

The Ministry of Health said on 
March 31 that 745,000 people from 
the targeted priority groups who are 
aged 18 or older will be given their 
first dose of the Sinovac vaccine in 
april. 

UNiCEF said on april 1 that Japan 
had donated nearly $1 million in 
funding to support the Cambodian 

government in its Covid-19 vaccina-
tion efforts, with the goal of improv-
ing Cambodia’s cold chain storage 
capabilities through enhanced in-
frastructure, better equipment and 
transportation and improved train-
ing for healthcare staff. 

“This grant will boost the capacity 
of Cambodia’s healthcare system as 
the nation rolls out the largest and 
most rapid vaccination programme 
in its history,” the press release said. 

Japanese ambassador to Cambo-
dia Masahiro Mikami said the ability 
to deliver the vaccines was as impor-
tant as the vaccines themselves be-

cause unused vaccines help no one. 
He noted that Japan was commit-

ted to supporting the improvement 
of vaccination programmes across 
the developing world.

“We will continue to cooperate 
with both UNiCEF and the Cambo-
dian government until we can truly 
say that together we have ended and 
recovered from the Covid-19 pan-
demic,” he said. 

UNiCEF representative in Cambo-
dia Foroogh Foyouzat  thanked the 
Japanese government for stepping up 
again to support Cambodia in time of 
need with Covid-19 cases continually 

on the rise this past month.
“This global pandemic knows no 

borders, and vaccines must reach 
the people at greatest risk from the 
virus. The funds provided by the gov-
ernment of Japan will be invaluable 
in helping us to continue supporting 
the Cambodian government with the 
roll-out of Covid-19 vaccines while 
strengthening the health system.

“This is a crucial paving stone in 
the road towards recovery,” she said.

as of april 1, Cambodia had record-
ed a total of 2,477 Covid-19 cases with  
1,217 receiving ongoing treatment 
and 16 confirmed deaths. 

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

aUTHOriTiES on april 1 de-
tained two men suspected of 
clearing some 20ha of wet-
land at area 3 in Khun rang 
and Chhnok Trou communes 
in Kampong Chhnang prov-
ince’s Boribor district. Fish-
eries administration officials 
are questioning the men.

Chhim Ban, chief of Bori-
bor Fisheries administration 
Cantonment, said authori-
ties investigated the area on 
March 29 and saw that the 
land had been cleared said.

“i reported the incident to 
the Fisheries administration 
and that led to the identifica-
tion of two suspects. a case 
file has been prepared to be 

sent to court for further ac-
tion,” Ban said.  

The men were identified as 
an Thea, 39 and Chim ra, 37, 
both residents of Khun rang 
commune. 

provincial Fisheries admin-
istration director ly la said 
the two had denied the alle-
gations, and officials allowed 
them to return home tempo-
rarily, but they remain sus-
pects in the crime.

“They claimed that they 
cleared only 1.5ha of land 
which they have farmed since 
2015,” he said, adding that 
authorities are further inves-
tigating the case to bring the 
perpetrators to justice. 

an and Chim could not be 
reached for comment.

according to ly, the wetland 
was frequently cleared and 
filled for private ownership, 
but Fisheries administra-
tion officials and provincial 
Military police have cracked 
down on perpetrators and re-
claimed it as state land.

ly called on the local com-
munities to alert the authori-
ties when they see any wetland 
encroachment, so that they 
could take immediate action.

Boribor district governor 
Yim Sarin said on april 1 
that most crimes took place 
at night, and the wetland 
bordered rice fields, making 
it difficult for authorities to 
differentiate between legiti-
mate farming and criminal 
activities.

 A teacher is inoculated with the Sinovac vaccine in Phnom Penh’s Daun Penh district on Thursday. HoNG mENEa

The wetland that has allegedly been cleared in Kampong Chhnang province’s Boribor district . FacEbooK

The pigs are destroyed in Takeo province’s Bati district on Thursday. FacEbooK
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

THE dry season this year has 
already shaped up to be bet-
ter than last year’s due to the 
continuous occurrence of un-
expected rainfall that has aided 
with crop production and side-
lined the issue of water short-
ages for irrigation, farmers and 
agriculture officials said.

pok ith, a 58-year-old farmer 
in Soeu commune’s Soeu village 
of Banteay Meanchey province’s 
Mongkol Borei district, told The 
Post that it was also because rel-
evant authorities had intervened 
to repair and restore the irriga-
tion system, including canals 
and reservoirs, in their locality.

“Due to a lack of water, most of 
my villagers did not grow rice or 
grow any other fruit crops. But 
this year, some of us are growing 
watermelons, pumpkins and 
sweet cucumbers, depending 
on the soil conditions,” ith said.

pang Vannaseth, director of 
the Banteay Meanchey provin-
cial Department of agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries, told The 
Post that although some areas 
have no water sources and are 
far away from irrigation systems, 
the farmers in those areas were 
still able to grow crops due to the 
favourable weather conditions. 

“although some new water 
sources are now being dug, resto-
ration and repair work on the old 
infrastructure improved the situ-
ation enough that everyone got 
some water.

“But farmers must not attempt 
to grow a second, dry-season rice 

crop because it can be damaged 
due to a lack of water,” he said.

Huot Chandararith, head of 
administration at the Battam-
bang provincial Department of 
Water resources and Meteorol-
ogy, told The Post that although 
many of the irrigation systems 
have been rehabilitated and 
have more water storage capac-
ity, the demand for water in the 
agriculture sector, services and 
clean water for use at home has 
been gradually increasing.

“For Battambang province, 
some areas in Moung russey 
and Kors Kralor districts did not 
have enough water and had no 
irrigation system, but now we 
supply water to those areas.

“However, we have not yet en-
couraged farmers to grow dry-sea-
son rice crop in the second phase 
or other cash crops during the dry 
season because water in the reser-
voir is still limited,” he added.

according to Huot Chandararith, 
the province’s engineering team 
has built a system of irrigation ca-
nals to bring water from the Daun-
tri, Kanghot and reamkun dams, 
which are now under construc-
tion, to the upper areas of Moung 
russey and Kors Kralor districts.

Kampong Speu provincial 
governor Vei Samnang told The 
Post that relevant authorities 
continues to develop its irriga-
tion system day to day.

“Some areas in Thpong dis-
trict used to have water short-
ages in the dry season, but this 
year’s weather is good and so far 
no villagers have reported short-
ages,” he said.

Unexpected rains boost 
2021 dry season cropsUS donates flood relief aid

Lay Samean

T
HE US government, through 
the US agency for interna-
tional Development (USaiD), 
has provided an additional 

$875,000 in humanitarian assistance 
for the World Food programme (WFp) 
to strengthen preparation and response 
to natural disasters in Cambodia.

in a press statement released by WFp on 
april 1, US ambassador to Cambodia pat-
rick Murphy said that last year’s devastat-
ing floods demonstrated how important 
it was to be ready for natural disasters.

“This funding from USaiD’s Bureau 
for Humanitarian assistance will enable 
the UN World Food programme to fur-
ther build upon the successes of its ‘in-
novations for risk informed Emergency 
preparedness and response’ project – 
which USaiD began supporting in 2019 
– through March 2022,” he said.

WFp country director in Cambodia 
Claire anne Conan thanked USaiD for 
this additional support to Cambodia, 
which faced recurrent, climate-related 
disasters such as floods and droughts.

“This assistance will help government 
partners and humanitarian groups at 
the national and sub-national level to 
better prepare for and respond to these 
events by increasing the use of informa-
tion for early action and enhancing hu-
manitarian coordination,” she said.

National Committee for Disas-
ter Management (NCDM) spokes-
man Khun Sokha said the WFp assis-
tance would help the government aid 
drought victims and the poor.

“The WFp has helped people with 
food including the poor. This assis-
tance was not only provided through 
NCDM, but also through other institu-
tions involved in this work,” he said.

Chou Chea, WFp communication 
and report officer in Cambodia, told 
The Post on april 1 that this assistance 
would be used for existing mecha-
nisms to enhance the national disas-
ter management information system 
– platform for real-Time impact and 
Situation Monitoring. it will be spent 
on increasing the platform’s ability to 
monitor climate-related problems, es-
timate their impact on the population 
and target emergency assistance to 
where it is needed most.

The WFp, she said, will support an 
existing early warning flood system 
called EWS1294 to help expand its cov-
erage and strengthen the ability of lo-
cal officials and at-risk communities to 
use the information to save lives.

WFp will also continue its support 
for the Humanitarian response Forum 
(HrF), an interagency, multi-sector 
platform that facilitates emergency pre-
paredness and response activities among 
humanitarian groups to complement the 
government’s nationally-led activities.

She added that the assistance would 
also help existing projects for a year 
starting april.

last year, the US donated $700,000 to 
WFp to help flood-affected communi-
ties in Cambodia.

Cambodia suffered prolonged floods 
in 2020 with the capital and at least 
18 provinces across the countries im-
pacted, causing 25 deaths and affecting 
more than 300,000 people, according to 
NCDM report released last October.

A tractor carries people through a flooded street in Phnom Penh’s Dangkor district in October 
of last year. HONG MENEA
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‘Smoke Free Village’ project starts in K Speu
Long Kimmarita

p
rEaH Khe is one of the 
communes in Kam-
pong Speu province 
that has successfully 

implemented its lavatory pro-
gramme, ensuring that 100 per 
cent of households there have a 
toilet with no one suffering the 
inconvenience of defecating in 
an open area as was too often 
the case prior to a modernisa-
tion campaign undertaken by 
the local authorities.

Having achieved this funda-
mental improvement to their 
community and thereby rais-
ing their collective standard 
of living, the residents of the 
commune – located in Baset 
district about 100km from 
phnom penh – are now join-
ing together in a new moder-
nising campaign that aims to 
create a “Smoke Free Village” 
by reducing the use of tradi-
tional cooking stoves.

Stoves that burn wood cre-
ate a great deal of smoke that 
negatively affects the envi-
ronment of the village and 
the health of the villagers.

By joining the “Smoke Free 
Village” campaign, villagers 
have committed to chang-
ing their behaviours in four 
big ways to make their vil-
lages more closely resemble 
a model village for the entire 
country, thereby reducing 
emissions that contribute to 
climate change as just one of 
the campaign’s many benefits. 

The four behaviours that 
people have committed to 
changing are – keep children 
away from smoke, cook only 
in a well-ventilated kitch-
en, always use well-dried 
firewood and always use a 
smoke-free cooking stove.

During a recent event called 
the “Smoke Free Village Cook 
Fair” that had nearly 100 vil-
lagers in attendance in preah 
Khe commune, Sao Sey – a 
farmer and housewife – told 
The Post that her household 
had been using a gas stove for 
the past three months now.

The 40-year-old villager says 
the switch to a gas stove was 
to save time and for the health 
benefits for her and her family 
associated with an overall re-
duced exposure to smoke.

“Before i had a stove that 
burned wood and it was too 
difficult. Smoke was all over the 
house when i cooked anything.  
it would actually make my fam-
ily and i sick at times. There’s 
no comparison – a gas stove is 
much much easier to use than 

a wood stove, so a gas stove also 
saves me a lot of time.

“and there’s no need to 
brush the pots and pans af-
terwards! after cooking with 
a gas stove they are all still 
clean. When we cook with 
firewood, the pots and pans 
turn black and take forever to 
scrub,” she says.

Similarly, Chea Mach, a res-
ident of Trapaing Veng village, 
says her family has switched 
to using a gas stove daily now 
instead of their old wood 
stove. She says her family also 
has some dried firewood pre-
pared in case they ever run 
short on gas.

The 60-year-old housewife 
says: “people in my village 
have been changing over to 
smoke-free stoves for the past 
couple of years. at first, i used 
to think cooking rice with the 
wood stove would make the 
food taste better than cook-
ing with a gas stove.

“But now that i’ve used gas 
i know that it tastes the same. 
There’s no difference. and now 
i’m not tired all the time from 
looking for firewood. There is 
more time to do other things.”

lor Nguon leng, chief of 
the preah Khe commune 
council, tells The Post that not 
that long ago everyone in the 
commune’s nine villages used 
traditional wood stoves. and 
there was always a lot of smoke 
but they were just following the 
habits of their ancestors.

But now the villagers had 
all changed their ways after 
learning about the effects of 
smoke on their health and re-
alising the benefits from us-
ing smoke-free stoves.

Nguon leng says his com-
mune has achieved 100 per 
cent success now with a toilet 
for each and every household.  

“Now everyone has a toilet 
to use. This is better for the vil-
lager’s health and also for their 
sense of pride. it might seem 
like a small success to any-
body in a big city, but it made 
a huge difference for everyone 
here. Now it will be even better 
here if smoke could be elimi-
nated 100 per cent”.

By raising awareness about 
the benefits of having a “Smoke 
Free Village”, Nguon leng says 
he has seen the behaviour 
of the villagers has already 
changed quite a bit. although 
not every villager could change 
all four behaviours at once 
many villagers have still made 
some changes and would keep 
trying.

“The villagers who can af-
ford it buy gas stoves and 
smoke-free stoves to use at 
home. There are a lot more 
of them than before. i believe 
that by the end of 2021 almost 
everyone will have stopped 
using firewood because it is 
difficult to even find good 
firewood these days,” he says. 

according to Nguon leng, 
there are more than 1,700 fam-
ilies living in the nine villages 
– of which only perhaps 20 per 
cent are still using firewood 
regularly – whereas the other 
80 per cent have turned to 
smoke-free stoves, gas stoves 
or electric stoves instead.

The “Smoke Free Village” 
campaign in preah Khe com-
mune is held in tandem with 
100 other villages in nine com-
munes across Kampot, Siem 

reap and Battambang provinces. 
This government-approved 

educational campaign aims to 
mobilise a sustainable transi-
tion towards modern cooking 
technologies despite cultural 
traditions and society and 
some restrictions on availabili-
ty of alternative fuel resources, 
according to the not-for-profit 
international development 
organisation SNV.

Bastiaan Teune – SNV’s 
global cookstoves coordinator 
managing projects in Cambo-
dia, laos, Myanmar, indone-
sia and Kenya – tells The Post 
that traditional cooking prac-
tices have negative health af-

fects and they contribute to 
global warming because the 
burning of wood for cooking 
emits greenhouse gasses in 
the form of carbon dioxide 
and other pollutants.

He says the combined emis-
sions from all of the small 
cookstoves in the world were 
as harmful collectively as the 
entire global aviation indus-
try. On top of that, cooking 
with wood also polluted the 
air in the cook’s own kitchen. 

“The cooks and their children 
are exposed to an equivalent 
amount of smoke as someone 
who is smoking 10 cigarettes per 
day. This leads to severe health 

risks like respiratory diseases 
such as pneumonia, tubercu-
losis, and chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease. and poor 
lung health conditions also re-
sult in a higher susceptibility to 
Covid-19,” he says.

according to the World 
Health Organisation, about 2.5 
million households in Cambo-
dia still use traditional cook-
stoves that burn solid biomass 
such as firewood, charcoal 
and agricultural waste.

Due to the indoor air pol-
lution caused by this method 
of cooking it is estimated that 
about 15,000 Cambodians die 
prematurely each year.

Villagers participate in a smoke-free cooking fair held in Preah Khe commune of Kampong Speu province’s 
Baset district on February 23. HONG MENEA

Villagers participate in a smoke-free cooking fair held in Preah Khe commune. HONG MENEA

Gas stoves that villagers use every day in Baset district’s Preah Khe 
commune. HONG MENEA
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,740 16,660 16,800 16,660

2 GTI 4,060 4,060 4,060 4,060

3 PAS 13,020 13,060 13,060 13,000

4 PEPC 3,030 3,050 3,050 3,030

5 PPAP 13,080 13,080 13,080 13,080

6 PPSP 1,920 1,920 1,930 1,890

7 PWSA 6,540 6,500 6,540 6,400

Date: April 1, 2021

Milled-rice exports plunge 33% in Q1
Thou Vireak

C
aMBODia exported 153,688 
tonnes of milled rice in the 
first quarter (Q1) of this year, 
representing a 77,260-tonne 

or 33.45-per-cent drop from the 230,948 
tonnes posted in January-March 2020, 
according to Minister of agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries Veng Sakhon.

This comes amid a container short-
age – largely seen as the main cause 
of the decline in exports – which ob-
servers note has fuelled a sharp rise in 
shipping costs.

Sakhon said fragrant rice accounted 
for 107,339 tonnes of the exports, or 
69.84 per cent, of which jasmine rice 
varieties – such as phka romduol – 
clocked in at 57,714 tonnes, or 37.55 
per cent of the total.

and white long-grain rice account-
ed for 43,777 tonnes (28.48 per cent) 
and long-grain parboiled rice reached 
2,572 tonnes (1.67 per cent), he said.

The minister said 51 exporters 
shipped milled rice to 41 countries 
during the period – China, 19 EU 
countries, three aSEaN member 
states and 18 other destinations.

China remained the largest market 
for the grain with 85,370 tonnes im-
ported, equivalent to 55.55 per cent of 
Cambodia’s total milled-rice exports.

EU markets imported 35,442 
tonnes (23.06 per cent), aSEaN 
countries imported 11,658 tonnes 
(7.59 per cent) and the 18 other desti-
nations accounted for 21,218 tonnes 
(13.81 per cent).

in 2019, China agreed to increase its 
import quota for Cambodian milled-

rice to 400,000 tonnes per annum.
Cambodia rice Federation (CrF) 

secretary-general lun Yeng told The 
Post that rising international shipping 
costs, especially to Europe, were be-
coming a major obstacle to the King-
dom’s 2021 milled-rice export plans.

Yorn Sovann, CEO of agricultural 
exporter Bayon Cereal Co ltd, said 
the spiralling rates, coupled with high 
productions costs, have blunted the 
competitiveness of Cambodian prod-

ucts on the international market.
“The shortage of containers has be-

come a global crisis that most exporting 
countries are experiencing, like ours. i 
hope this will improve soon,” he said.

Chan pich, general manager of rice 
miller and exporter Signatures of asia 
Co ltd, told The Post late last month 
that it now costs $4,000-$5,000 to ship 
a 20-foot container – the standard for 
milled-rice exports – to Europe, surg-
ing $800-$1,000 from end-2020.

“in my personal opinion, i think 
Cambodia’s milled-rice exports will 
fail to outperform last year’s – they’ll 
be on par though,” he said.

last year, the Kingdom exported 
690,829 tonnes of milled rice worth 
nearly $539 million, marking an 11.40 
per cent surge in volume from 2019, 
according to CrF. Chinese-bound 
shipments of the commodity weighed 
in at 289,439 tonnes, accounting for 
41.90 per cent.

Bird’s nest exports to China still far off
Hin Pisei

THE Kingdom’s remains 
bogged down in efforts to offi-
cially export edible bird’s nest 
to China, according to a senior 
official at the Ministry of agri-
culture, Forestry and Fisheries 
on april 1.

Edible bird’s nest is made 
from the dried saliva of South-
east asia’s white-nest swiftlet 
(Aerodramus fuciphagus).

Traditionally, the processed 
swiftlet nest is double boiled 
with rock sugar to make a deli-
cacy known as “bird’s nest soup”, 
which is rich in nutrients and 
has the purported health ben-
efits of boosting a person’s 
immune system and sex drive.

Ngin Chhay, director-general 
of the ministry’s General Direc-

torate of agriculture, told The 
Post that Chinese authorities 
only consider a single product 
per country at a time to import.

This, combined with domes-
tically-processed bird’s nest 
generally falling short of local 
authorities’ quality expecta-
tions, has dampened the pros-
pects of official exports of the 
commodity in the near future, 
he said.

He noted that officials were 
in the process of preparing the 
required documents, but that 
the application for bird’s nest 
would have to wait for nego-
tiations on sanitary and phy-
tosanitary issues to conclude 
for mangoes and pailin longan 
first, due to China’s single-
product approach.

in early June, Cambodia and 

China signed an agreement 
that would pave the way for an 
annual 500,000 tonne export 
quota for fresh Cambodian 
mangoes of the Keo romiet 
variety, but Chinese phytosan-
itary restrictions have kept the 
first commercial shipment 
from being sent.

“We are currently pushing 
hard for fresh mangoes, which 
have reached the final stages 
[of negotiations], and then 
[we’ll move on] to pailin lon-
gan,” Chhay added. “We would 
like to ask the Chinese side to 
negotiate two or more items at 
a time.”

There is a domestic shortage 
in factories and cottage indus-
tries to process bird’s nest, he 
said, adding that, by and large, 
they fail to meet internation-

ally-recognised standards.
“Cambodia has not yet set up 

any iSO-certified processing 
plant,” he said, citing research 
conducted by authorities.

There are currently four 
Cambodia agricultural prod-
ucts officially authorised for 
export to China – corn, cassava, 
milled rice and bananas.

Cambodia Bird’s Nest Federa-
tion president Nang Sothy said 
pandemic lockdown measures 
had led to substantial delays in 
in-person field inspections by 
Chinese experts.

“The official export of edible 
bird’s nest to China will take a 
long time, as there are still two 
important items ahead of it,” 
he said.

With lots of local operations 
in natural areas and away from 

industrial plant smoke, Sothy 
contended that Cambodia’s 
bird nest is internationally rec-
ognised for its quality.

He said prices of the com-
modity have remained flat 
since end-2020, with un-
cleaned edible bird’s nests cur-
rently worth $500-800 per 

kilogramme and cleaned ones 
hovering in the $1,800-$3,500 
range, depending on quality.

With at least 3,000 white-
nest swiftlet homes in Cam-
bodia, he said between 
1,000kg and 1,500kg of the 
delicacy can be harvested per 
month in the Kingdom.

The Kingdom exported 153,688 tonnes of milled rice in the first quarter of this year, down by 33.45 per cent on a yearly basis. HENG CHIVOAN

Un-cleaned edible bird’s nests cost $500-800 per kg and cleaned ones 
hover in the $1,800-$3,500 range, depending on quality. POST STAFF

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,060 1.2583 6.5737 110.82 4.1455 1.3467 31.32 0.7563 1.1739 1.3769

‘ports play 
key role in 
economic 
advances’
Continued from page 1

sees substantial volumes of 
commodity traffic from Thai-
land – most goods comprise 
cement, appliances and food-
stuffs,” he said.

in October, public works min-
ister Sun Chanthol noted that 
ports in Cambodia are categor-
ised into four classes – commer-
cial, industrial, tourism and oil.

Speaking at a discussion 
about a draft law on ports, 
Chanthol said the Kingdom 
has 105 ports – 78 river ports 
and 27 sea ports.

“These ports play an im-
portant role in promoting all 
kinds of trade activities in the 
national, regional and inter-
national economic develop-
ment process,” he said.

The trade volume between 
Cambodia and Thailand 
reached $7.236 billion last 
year, tumbling 23.17 per cent 
from 2019, according to the 
Thai Ministry of Commerce.

Statistics show that Cambo-
dia exported $1.148 billion in 
merchandise to Thailand in 
2020, down 49.49 per cent on 
a yearly basis, and imported 
$6.089 billion, down 14.80 per 
cent year-on-year.
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Thada, Oyika ink deal to supply 
Kingdom with electric scooters
May Kunmakara

M
alaYSia’S Thada 
has agreed to pro-
duce 1,000 elec-
tric scooters this 

year for Singaporean-owned 
Oyika pte ltd to outfit with 
its battery-swap technology 
and put on the market in the 
capital, playing a part in the 
government’s environmental 
conservation endeavours.

a memorandum of under-
standing was signed to this 
effect by Oyika president Carl 
Wong and Thada managing 
director Syaiful Hassan No-
din on March 31 as part of 
their business expansion in 
Southeast asia, Thada said in 
a press release.

Under the agreement, the 
two companies will expand 
battery-share services to Cam-
bodian rural communities in 
a bid to trim costs associated 
with electric scooters and curb 
the number of traditional inter-
nal combustion engine (iCE) 
motorbikes in use, it said.

Both firms have ambi-
tious expansion plans for 
the Southeast asian region, 
which according to Thada 
boasts a market of 250 mil-
lion motorbikes. Oyika also 
launched offices in indonesia 
in October, it said.

Thada will by July supply an 
initial 100 Malaysian-made 
scooters for Oyika to convert 
to the battery-swap system 
as part of its ride-sharing 

fleet under Thada’s new G02 
brand, the Malaysian scooter 
maker said.

“We are excited about the 
electric motorbike opportunity 
in Cambodia,” Thada’s Syaiful 
said. “There are almost three 
million motorbikes in Cambo-
dia and of those we estimate 
that only a few thousand are 
electric. With falling batter-
ing prices and Oyika’s battery-
swap system, we’re confident 
that many riders will switch to 
electric motorbikes.”

according to Oyika’s Wong, 
Southeast asia has the world’s 
highest density of motorcy-
cles and less than 0.1 per cent 
are electric.

“There is tremendous upside 
potential and it’s also an area 
where we can make an impact 
on reducing carbon emission 
and playing a role in the urgent 
issue of climate change,” he 
said during the signing.

according to Oyika, it has 
been working on its battery-
share concept for electric mo-
torbikes since 2018 and made 
its debut in the Kingdom in 
July 2019.

Oyika has deployed a network 
of 11 “swap stations” through-
out the capital, Thada said, 
adding that the battery-share 
model solves two of the major 
potential problems faced by 
electric motorbikes – charging 

times and range per charge.
a depleted battery can be 

swapped for a new one in un-
der 60 seconds with Oyika’s 
system, whereas charging 
a typical lead-acid battery 
could take as long as eight 
hours, Thada said.

and according to Oyika, 
sharing e-motorbike batter-
ies will help ease the financial 
burden of purchasing one, 
which can account for 50 per 
cent or more of the total cost 
of the vehicle.

Citing indonesia as an ex-
ample, the firm has said the 
battery-share solution can re-
duce the costs of e-motorbike 
ownership without the need 
for government subsidies, 
and provide a viable contend-
er to subsidised petrol fuel.

around a tonne of carbon di-
oxide equivalent can be saved 
per year for each petrol mo-
torbike replaced by an electric 
model, or equivalent to plant-
ing 16.5 trees over 10 years, 
Thada said citing the US Envi-
ronmental protection agency.

according to the Ministry of 
public Works and Transport’s 
2019 annual report, there 
were more than five million 
registered vehicles in the 
Kingdom that year.

Of these, 85 per cent were 
motorbikes, with e-motor-
bikes accounting for less than 
0.1 per cent of them. in 2019, 
640,183 new vehicles were 
registered, of which 531,269 
were motorbikes.

Thada managing director Syaiful Hassan Nodin (left) and Oyika president 
Carl Wong at the memorandum of understanding signing ceremony on 
Wednesday. SUPPLIED

VN finance ministry 
studies legal regime 
for cryptocurrencies
ViETNaM’S Ministry of Finance 
is studying the legal framework 
for managing cryptocurrencies 
on stock exchanges which 
would pave the way for legal 
cryptocurrency transactions in 
the country.

The ministry on March 30 
said a research group in 
charge of studying virtual 
assets and currencies had 
been set up and started to 
study and develop the legal 
framework for the manage-
ment of cryptocurrencies.

The establishment of the 
research group aims to imple-
ment the prime Minister’s Deci-
sion No 1255/QD-TTg approv-
ing the project of completing 
the legal framework to manage 
virtual assets, digital currencies 
and cryptocurrencies and the 
Government Office’s require-
ment to review and evaluate the 
situation of cryptocurrency use 
in Vietnam.

Currently, there are no regula-
tions about the issuance, trading 
and exchange of virtual assets 
and cryptocurrencies nor regu-
lations on an official agency to 
manage virtual assets. Thus, the 
trading and exchange of crypto-
currencies via platforms such as 
Binance and Coinbase or 
through direct agreements carry 
a lot of risks, the ministry said.

Management agencies have 
repeatedly warned investors 
over cryptocurrencies. recently, 
the State Securities Commission 
advised investors to be cautious 
when investing in virtual assets 
and currencies while asking 
public companies, securities 
companies, fund management 
companies and investment 
funds not to conduct the illegal 
issuance, trading and brokerage 
of virtual currencies.

The ministry said it would pro-
mote the research to propose a 
mechanism to manage activities 
related to virtual assets and cur-
rencies to promote creativity and 
economic growth and at the 
same time ensure safety and 
security for the financial market 
and protect the rights and inter-
ests of investors as well as other 
market participants.

in addition, the ministry will 
enhance communication to 
raise awareness of virtual assets 
and cryptocurrencies and pro-
vide warnings about risks that 
might arise without regulation.

State Bank of Vietnam dep-
uty governor Dao Minh Tu 
previously said that under the 
current regulations, bitcoin 
and other similar virtual cur-
rencies were not legal means 
of payment in Vietnam. VIET NAM 
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May Kunmakara

HONG KONG-listed Century 
Entertainment international 
Holdings ltd announced 
a delay for the opening of 
a new casino at Chinese-
owned Dara Sakor Seashore 
resort in Koh Kong province 
to later this month over con-
cerns of the latest outbreak of 
Covid-19.

The Ministry of Health re-
ported 37 new cases of novel 
coronavirus infections, all 
but two of which were linked 
to the February 20 commu-
nity outbreak. To date, the 
Kingdom has recorded a total 
of 2,477 Covid-19 cases.

Formerly known as amax 
international Holdings ltd, 
the company recently relo-
cated its gaming tables from 
a gaming floor in preah Si-
hanouk province to Building 
89 in Dara Sakor’s long Bay 
along Say phuthong Boule-
vard and was scheduled to 
start operations in February.

in a filing to the Stock Ex-
change of Hong Kong (HKEX) 
on March 31, Century En-
tertainment said it has been 
informed by the owner that 
it has decided to defer the re-
opening preparation works of 
the new casino due to the lat-
est outbreak.

The intensified spread of 
the coronavirus, coupled 
with government lockdown 
measures taken across the 
nation in response, has dealt 
another blow to economic 
activity in the Kingdom, the 

company lamented.
“Upon further enquiry, the 

company was given to under-
stand that necessary decora-
tion and equipment instal-
lation have been completed 
for the new gaming tables but 
pending for systems testing 
and provision of training to 
casino staff,” said the filing, 
endorsed by company chair-
man and CEO Ng Man Sun.

“Upon further negotiation, 
in view of the current strict 
lockdown measures imposed 
to address the February 20 
community incident, it is 
believed that the [lockdown] 
would not last for too long 
and subject to the develop-
ment of the [latest outbreak], 
the new casino will strive for 
re-opening on or before late 
april 2021,” it added.

according to the Ministry 
of Economy and Finance’s 
deputy director for financial 
industry ros phearun, tax 
collected from the industry 
more than halved to $40 mil-
lion in 2020, from the $85 mil-
lion logged a year earlier.

He told The post on March 
21 that 101 casino operators in 
the Kingdom have applied to 
renew their licences year-to-
date out of a total of 193 regis-
tered by the end of last year.

On the HKEX, Century En-
tertainment’s share price rose 
four Hong Kong cents (0.51 US 
cents) or 8.00 per cent to close 
at HK$0.54 (US$0.069) on 
april 1 for a market capitalisa-
tion of HK$69.25 million, with 
172,825 shares traded.

HK firm’s casino 
to open late april 

Microsoft wins US army deal for mixed-reality gear
MiCrOSOFT has won a pentagon con-
tract for augmented reality headgear for 
soldiers worth $21.88 billion over the 
next decade, the company and the US 
military announced on March 31.

The headsets, based on commercially 
available Hololens, will make soldiers 
safer and more effective, according to 
Microsoft technical fellow alex Kipman.

The US Department of Defense (DoD) 
said the production agreement is for five 
years with a renewal option – that could 
make the contract worth “in excess of 
$21.88 billion” over 10 years, a pentagon 
official said in a statement.

Microsoft will rapidly start producing 
the so-called integrated augmentation 
System under the contract.

The award aims “to deliver next-gener-
ation night vision and situational aware-
ness capabilities to the Close Combat 
Force at the speed of relevance”, the 
pentagon said.

a head-mounted display used by sol-
diers for battle and training employs 
sensors for night and thermal vision in 
addition to providing data for help in en-
gaging targets and making tactical deci-
sions, officials said.

Kipman said in a blog post: “The programme 
delivers enhanced situational awareness, 
enabling information sharing and deci-
sion-making in a variety of scenarios.”

The contract shows that Microsoft can 
make money from its augmented real-
ity offerings with the military and likely 
heralds expanded uses by private busi-
nesses as well as consumers, according 
to Wedbush analyst Dan ives.

ives said in a note to investors: “The sec-
ond and potentially most important point 
is this deal just further drills in the narra-
tive that Microsoft is tightening its grip on 
deals within the DoD and pentagon.”

The pentagon late last year said it was 
sticking with its decision to award a $10 
billion cloud computing contract to Mi-
crosoft, despite amazon’s claims that 
former president Donald Trump im-
properly influenced the process.

ives said: “in a cloud arms race, Micro-
soft right now has the momentum.”

The redmond, Washington-based 
company recently launched a platform 
called Mesh, in which long-distance co-
workers can collaborate as though in 
the same room, using augmented reality 
glasses and cloud computing power.

Co-creator Simon Skaria said in a 
video presentation: “One of the easiest 
ways to think about it is Microsoft Mesh 
connects the physical and digital worlds, 

allowing us to transcend the traditional 
boundaries of space and time.”

Mesh is powered by azure cloud comput-
ing systems that combine data centre pro-
cessing power with artificial intelligence.

Hololens headgear with a $3,500 price 
tag overlays digital imagery on real-world 
settings, but the Mesh platform has the 
potential to be synced to virtual reality gear 
such as Facebook-owned Oculus as well as 
smartphones, according to Kipman.

apple, Google and Facebook are among 
the tech titans investing in mixed reality.

Microsoft company expects outside 
developers and partners to build appli-
cations on Mesh, and is working to inte-
grate it in products such as Teams virtual 
collaboration service. AFP

US soldiers from the 82nd Airborne Division use the latest prototype of the Integrated Visual 
Augmentation System (IVAS) during a training exercise. US ARMY/AFP
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cambodia, aSeaN likely to teeter off 

balance with rcep
Four months after RCEP was signed, a study surfaces, with gloomy trade data, portending a 
shaky future for the Kingdom and ASEAN as a whole
Sangeetha Amarthalingam
 

p
roMiNeNt econo-
mist and trade policy 
scholar Jagdish Bhag-
wati once likened free 

trade agreements (Ftas) to “ter-
mites” that “eat away” at multi-
lateral trading systems “relent-
lessly and progressively”.

His remark, which de-
scribed the title of his 2008 
book Termites in the Trading 
System – How Preferential 
Agreements Undermine Free 
Trade, was intuitive in that 
he talked about how Ftas 
are “erroneously” pursued by 
governments in the hope of 
scoring a free trade agenda.

No doubt, a free trade 
champion himself, Jagdish 
conceded that anything less 
than an inclusive multilateral 
free trade liberalisation in-
volving everybody was “sub-
optimal”, economist Jomo 
Kwame Sundaram quoted 
him as saying in a virtual con-
ference last year.

Jomo, a former UN assistant 
secretary-general for eco-
nomic development, noted 
that often Ftas are treated as 
an “obvious no brainer”, and 
that it is “always beneficial” 
to everybody concerned.

“But some of the major eco-
nomic gurus like paul Krug-
man and Jeff Sachs have dis-
tanced themselves from such 
simplistic positions.

“the motives are complex 
but it is important to recognise 
that there is no consensus as far 
as the so-called trade theory is 
concerned and the need for free 
trade liberalisation,” he said.

He reminded that develop-
ing countries and advanced 
nations operate under dif-
ferent conditions and these 
variegated conditions can be 
stumbling blocks instead of 

building blocks to solidarity 
and cooperation.

these views are moot, of 
course.

However, a binding call 
among economists is that 
governments should protect 
and preserve their policy and 
fiscal space when it comes to 
multiparty trade agreements.

even more so in the current 
landscape where the world is 
engulfed by a pandemic, and 
financial and climate change 
crises.

they warned that losses 

from tariff revenue due to 
trade liberalisation are per-
manent in developing coun-
tries unlike in developed na-
tions as the former is not able 
to collect taxes, such as in-
come tax and corporate tax.

“i think governments have to 
keep a steady source of revenue 
[because] the revenue from the 
citizens in terms of taxes would 
become very limited when you 
have more unemployment in 
the country,” said Dr rashmi 
Banga, a senior economic affairs 
officer in the Unit on economic 

cooperation and integration 
among Developing countries 
of UN conference on trade and 
Development (UNctaD. “this 
is why it is important to hold on 
to policy space and fiscal space, 
and [trade] tariffs give you that 
space.”

She was referring to the 
recent study by Boston Uni-
versity on the regional com-
prehensive economic partner-
ship (rcep), which  revealed 
corroborating evidence to 
support the argument against 
multilateral Ftas.

Using data derived from 
simulations incorporating 
sensitive lists and tariff rate 
quotas (trQs) negotiated in 
the rcep, final calculations, 
the study showed that non-
aSeaN partners stood to gain 
more than bloc members.

a major portion of the find-
ings rang true for cambodia – 
which could experience even 
worse trade deficit by $2.3 
billion per year – and for most 
of the aSeaN member states 
post-rcep. 

as it stands, cambodia has 
been recording year-on-year 
trade deficit for over two de-
cades, distinguished only by 
the quantum.

From the latest study, the 
maximum tariff revenue loss 
amounts to $334 million a year 
or 1.2 per cent of 2019 gross 
domestic product (GDp), 
which is significant for cam-
bodia as it is nearly the sum 
of healthcare expenditure, ac-
cording to the World Bank.

“the lost revenue could 
have paid for around 150,000 
nurses in cambodia,” the 
study stated, based on inter-
national labour organisation 
calculations.

CGE’s unrealistic assumptions
Known as one of the largest 

trade pacts in the world, the 
rcep was signed by aSeaN 
members and china, Japan, 
South Korea, New Zealand and 
australia in November last year 
to increase market access, im-
prove trade balance and in the 

case of the pandemic, to revive 
economic growth.

it should be noted that the 
chapters of the pact had been 
kept secret until the signing, 
although some of the text was 
leaked to the public over a pe-
riod of time.

last week, the Boston Uni-
versity study on the goods 
chapter alone showed that  
trade balance for aSeaN 
would fall 6.1 per cent to 
$148.5 billion.

Why is that? Because most 
of the rcep countries have 
entered into Ftas, therefore, 
any additional market access 
among the countries would 
have to occur only if there was 
further trade liberalisation.

to date, the countries have 
already liberalised 80 to 90 
per cent of their tariff lines. 
thus, this would mean cut-
ting through the sensitive lists, 
which includes tariff lines 
where no decision has been 
made to reduce tariffs or grad-
ually reduce, as well as trQs.

Based on the SMart simu-
lations, a methodology devel-
oped by the World Bank and 
UNctaD, and available on 
the World integrated trade So-
lutions, the maximum market 
access post-rcep would see 
china, Korea and Japan gain-
ing  the most exports among 
non-aSeaN countries.

“almost 88 per cent of market 
access is gone,” said Dr rashmi 
in a webinar on the findings of 
the study last November.

as for imports, higher diver-
sified imports are expected in 
all countries except aSeaN 
member states.

conversely, Japan will enjoy 
nearly 100 per cent trade sur-
plus at $24 billion.

in cambodia, the figures 
are worrying as imports post-
rcep with sensitive lists and 
trQs grow at 13.4 per cent or 
$2.3 billion.

a large amount of that 
would be supported by goods 
from china, at 79 per cent 
growth.

the top five imports for 
cambodia with vast chang-
es in import tariffs include 
clusters of knitted or cro-
cheted fabrics (up 44 per 
cent), man-made stable fi-
bres (13 per cent), nuclear 
reactors, boilers, machinery 
and mechanical appliances 
and parts thereof (eight per 
cent), cotton (four per cent) 
and vehicles of other railway 
or tramway rolling stock, and 
parts and accessories thereof 
(three per cent).

For instance, “other knitted 
or crocheted fabrics” will see 
a spike in import value at $786 
million a year from rcep coun-
tries. of that, some $670 million 
a year is from china and $76 
million from Malaysia.

in comparison, exports Source: Balance of Payments Statistics Bulletin, Fourth Quarter 2020 (National Bank of Cambodia)

Exports and Imports

Chinese imports into Cambodia see the highest surge in textile and fabric post RCEP. PoSt StAFF
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might only register a dip of 
0.2 per cent or $8.5 million 
but as mentioned, it could 
experience further drop due 
to trade diversions in favour 
of more efficient exporters in 
the rcep region.

the study was done by Dr 
rashmi with Dr Kevin p Gal-
lagher, professor of Global 
Development policy at Bos-
ton University’s pardee School 
of Global Studies and prerna 
Sharma, an australia-based 
consultant with UNctaD.

the methodology enabled 
estimation of the impact of 
tariff reduction at a very dis-
aggregated level, for example, 
obtaining data if tariffs on bro-
ken rice at harmonised system 
(HS) six-digit are removed.

according to Dr rashmi, 
the disaggregated product-
level estimations of the im-
pact is not possible in any 
other model.

often, policymakers use 
the computable general equi-
librium (cGe) modelling to 
achieve convincing results.

However, it has been criti-
cised for its “unrealistic as-
sumptions” of perfect competi-
tion, full employment, balanced 
government budgets and unre-
alistic economic conditions.

“any gains showed by cGe 
models in terms of changes in 
GDp of member countries and 
associated gains in terms of 
foreign direct investment (FDi) 
are overestimated since the in-
crease in exports of member 
countries might not materia-
lise if the products are in the 
sensitive lists and face trQs of 
partner countries,” she said.

ERIA study includes India? 
that being said, the econom-

ic research institute of aSeaN 
and east asia (eria) used the 
cGe model simulations when 
conducting the feasibility 
study on benefits and impacts 
for rcep member states.

the results, benchmarked 
at the 2007 global trade 
analysis project, indicated 
that cambodia’s GDp would 
expand two per cent while 
exports and investments will 
extend further.

it worked on three policy sce-
narios over the simulation pe-
riod from 2016 to 2030, where 
it contemplated tariff cuts of 50 
per cent to 75 per cent, lower-
ing of country specific risks by 
five basis points as well as the 
removal of trade barriers to 
service by seven percent.

assuming investments in-
crease based on 75 per cent 
tariff liberalisation, cambo-
dia’s real GDp would hover 
above five per cent in 2030.

in fact, among the rcep 
countries, eria found that 

cambodia stood out as its 
real GDp was larger than oth-
er aSeaN member states.

“the country has higher 
tariffs on imports used for 
forming physical capital, and 
liberalisation lowers the price 
of capital goods.

“Because of the fall in the 
price of capital goods, the 
large increase in investment 
in cambodia contributes to 
the higher gain in real GDp,” 
the report shared by Ministry 
of commerce undersecretary 
penn Sovicheat, showed.

However, the report is from 
august 2015, according to 
eria’s website, which makes 
the figures unreliable because 
it includes calculations with 
india still in the picture.

recall that india walked out 
of the negotiations in 2019 
after internal studies showed 
that losses would outstrip its 
benefits, including the dev-
asting outcome to its agri-
culture industry, on the back 
of dairy product importation 
from New Zealand.

With india’s withdrawal, 
the rcep text would need 
to be recalibrated based on 
the latest tariff leberalisation 
schedule. otherwise, it is sim-
ply about a hypothetical Fta, 

not the actual rcep text, an 
analyst who declined being 
named opined.

in addition, the current rcep 
text predates the pandemic, 
which has created a shift in 
global economy and procure-
ment, as well as disruptions in 
trade and technology.

‘Parties can sue’
earlier this week, Sovicheat 

told a local english daily that 
many rcep provisions are 
voluntary or vaguely-worded, 
thus enabling cambodia and 
others to find possible time-
frames to refine the real op-
portunity to be competitive to 
effectively implement them.

He stressed that national in-
terest is a priority in acceding 
to the level of commitment 
and obligations in the agree-
ment, including a transitional 
period of 20 years.

the thing is, cambodia has 
1,236 products out of 9,558 
products which keep tariffs on 
them for 20 years or perma-
nently. “But, 8,322 products 
have no transition period or 
transition periods are shorter 
than 20 years before cambo-
dia’s import tariffs on them are 
removed,” the analyst said.

While agreeing that some 

provisions might be voluntary 
and vague, it is not the case in 
the goods chapter where it is 
mandatory for import tariffs 
to be removed or reduced if 
cambodia ratifies rcep. Fail-
ure to comply, could result in 
cambodia being sued by an-
other rcep government, and 
there is a high likelihood of 
cambodia losing.

“in turn, the other rcep 
party can raise the tariffs 
on cambodia’s exports un-
til cambodia complies with 
rcep,” the analyst shared. 

However, it is hoped that 
the opposing party exercises 
“due restaint”, given that 
cambodia is a least devel-
oped country.  “However, it 
does not prevent the other 
parties from suing cambodia 
for failure to comply and pe-
nalising it if it loses,” the ana-
lyst commented.

‘Little David versus Goli-
aths’

Meanwhile, economist Dr 
chheng Kimlong believed 
that the assessment done by 
ministry indicated lower loss-
es compared to gains upon 
deeper economic integration 
because of increased invest-
ments and exports.

“More jobs will be created, 
technology and innovation 
will be enhanced, higher 
domestic tax from business 
and investment activities 
will outweigh tariff losses,” 
he told The Post.

although Kimlong expected 
trade deficit to widen and for-
eign exchange losses in the 
short to medium term, a rigor-
ous export promotion strategy 
can compensate the losses or 
improve trade balance.

“along that line, cambo-
dia will need to aggressively 
deepen and diversify its 
fledgling yet growing indus-
trial and service sectors while 
transitioning to a mature 
economy,” he added.

Separately, David Van, plat-
form impact co ltd’s public-
private partnership senior 
associate, understood why 
cambodia would opt for Ftas 
and regional trade deals.

“[it] is [because they are 
seen] as a “hedging tool” 
for the economy in the long 
term, although regional trade 
agreements such as rcep are 
known to only benefit pri-
marily industrialised coun-
tries,” he said.

“We are but a little David 
combatting in an arena full of 
Goliaths. this might explain 
the possible daunting picture 
painted by the [Boston Uni-
versity] report on cambodia,” 
Van opined.

thus, he said, it is now left 
to the government to expe-
dite accompanying measures 
to effectively implement the 
industrial Development poli-
cy, launched in 2015.

“[We should see] how it can 
ramp up manufacturing and 
carve out niche industries 
[despite] our limited capacity 
while cleverly scaling up out-
puts in those niche sectors,” 
he said, adding that no econ-
omy can grow signficantly 
without industrial manufac-
turing. “[and] certainly not 
with only services and our 

narrow industrial base stuck 
for decades with low cost gar-
ment and footwear.”

Similarly, Dr rashmi urged 
governments to be pragmatic 
in terms of regional integra-
tion and that regional value 
chains are important.

“When more countries 
enter the aSeaN space, the 
preferential access is lost as 
that access goes to more ef-
ficient producers and export-
ers,” she said, pointing out 
that many aSeaN countries 
cannot compete with china 
in terms of exports.

“But you must have strate-
gic interventions with gov-
ernments and [the] aSeaN 
industry to initiate these re-
gional value chains. Just link-
ing into global value chains or 
value chains of an advanced 
country is not going to give 
you that benefit.

“You must upgrade in the 
value chain and within the 
region as there is a lot of po-
tential to initiate aSeaN’s 
own value chain and export 
globally,” Dr rashmi added.

on that note, she reiter-
ated that governments need 
to preserve its fiscal and pol-
icy space. For instance, tariffs 
can be unilaterally put down 
to zero without signing agree-
ments or binding oneself to 
reduce tariffs.

“this is the [kind of] policy 
space we are talking about . . . 
if tomorrow you don’t want 
those products coming in 
[because] you want to build 
your sectors which are pro-
ducing inputs you were im-
porting earlier, you can raise 
tariffs on those inputs.

“[this way] you get to give 
some protection to your own 
domestic industry which is 
coming up in terms of provid-
ing inputs for your produc-
tion,” Dr rashmi explained, 
asserting that it should be 
done now. “i won’t say in the 
near future . . . i would say 
from today itself.”

Source: UN COMTRADE, WITS (World Bank and UNCTAD), 2019.

Share in Total Imports and Exports of RcEP Member countries

Impact of RcEP on Balance of Trade of RcEP Member countries

Source: UN COMTRADE, SMART Simulations, WITS (World Bank and UNCTAD), 2019.
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Newly appointed 
Sovannaphum life Assurance 
Plc CeO loke Kah Meng is 

confident that the insurer can chalk 
up continued healthy growth this year 
despite key sectors of the economy 
being hit by the Covid-19 outbreak.

Global Banking and Finance Review 
rated Sovannaphum life as the fastest 
growing life insurer in Cambodia for 
three consecutive years – 2018, 2019 
and 2020.

Having celebrated its fifth 
anniversary on April 1, Kah Meng 
says the company is set to continue 
its outstanding performance with the 
domestic life insurance sector on a 
strong growth trajectory.

“we expect to continue 
accelerating the pace of growth to at 
least two to three times the industry 
average, with ambitions to be the 
market leader in terms of total new 
business premiums

“This we will achieve through 
expanding the network on bank 
partners and increasing the branch 
coverage. we are introducing a 
fast-track strategy to grow agency 
distribution, where we will recruit 
entrepreneurial individuals to run 
their own business without the need 
for any capital outlay of their own,” 
he told The Post.  

The Kingdom emerged as one of 
the fastest growing economies in 
ASeAN for almost a decade pre-Covid, 

with gross domestic product (GDP) 
averaging eight per cent annually.

This has resulted in Cambodia’s 
fledging insurance sector registering 
remarkable growth, with total gross 
premiums increasing at an average of 
35 per cent annually for the past half-
decade, according to the Insurance 
Association of Cambodia.

“A good benchmark estimate of the 
life insurance industry’s growth rate 
should be at least twice the rate of 
gross domestic product growth in a 
developing country. 

“Cambodia is now a lower-middle 
income country with an emerging 
middle class making considerable 
strides in improving their standard of 
living and quality of life. 

“There are also many young 
Cambodians with a higher education 
that are aware of the importance of 
insurance and the need for future 
financial planning to protect them 
and their families from unfortunate 
life events,” Kah Meng said.

The industry veteran said 
Sovannaphum life is actively 
embracing digital technology to 
benefit its clients. 

“As part of our digital 
transformation strategy, we have 
put in place the ‘U Smile System’ – 
our proprietary digital submission 
platform – to reduce the turnaround 
time for policy issuance and to align 
market trends. 

“And with social media a very 
powerful tool in Cambodia, we 
are maximising our reach to the 
younger generation of Cambodians 
via Facebook and other digital media 
platforms,” he said.

with disruptions to the economy 
expected again this year, the company 
has asserted that it is fully committed 
to maintaining the course of its present 
business plans over the medium term 
despite the challenges posed by the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

To mitigate these, Sovannaphum 
life has targeted market segments 
covering the emerging middle class 
for savings and education products, as 
well bank and microfinance customers 

with loans requiring protection, using 
the company’s “Credit life” products. 

with it celebrating the milestone 
anniversary this year, the company is 
holding a series of special events to 
commemorate the occasion and share 
its success with its customers. 

“Sovannaphum life celebrated  
its fifth anniversary on April 1.  
we would like to thank our  
customers who have supported 
us for the past five years with the 
‘Sovannaphum life 5th Anniversary 
Contest’ offering total prizes of  
125 million riel to be won.

“There will be five lucky winners 
per month who will receive a five 
million riel deposit into the savings 

account of a bank or microfinance in-
stitution partner. The contest runs over 
five months, starting on April 1 and 
ending on August 31,” Kah Meng said.

In addition, the fifth anniversary 
will also incorporate a 360-degree 
campaign covering social media, 
outdoor media, multimedia, print and 
digital press, and on ground events.

“Being in a people-centric business, 
the company believes in listen-
ing to its customers. Sovannaphum 
life hopes to further strengthen its 
commitment to providing peace of 
mind and protecting family finances 
throughout the Kingdom by re-
establishing its ‘Here for you, Here for 
Cambodia’ brand promise,” he said. 

Sovannaphum Life marking 
five successful years in style 

Sovannaphum Life Assurance Plc CEO Loke Kah Meng expects growth of at least two to three times the industry average this year. hean rangsey

The insurer organised a 10km run early last year for female participants as part of its CSR programmes. supplied 

The firm is based in the capital’s Canadia Tower. supplied
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world
iraqi pM meets crown prince 
in first official visit to Saudi
i

raq will never become a launch-
pad for attacks on Saudi arabia, 
prime Minister Mustafa al-Kadhemi 
pledged on March 31 during a long-

awaited visit to the kingdom aimed at 
forging closer economic and security ties.

in January, explosive-laden drones 
crashed into the main royal palace in ri-
yadh, with US media citing its officials as 
saying they were launched from neigh-
bouring iraq.

Saudi officials did not publicly disclose 
any details on the reported attack on the 
sprawling al-Yamama complex, the offi-
cial residence and office of King Salman as 
well as the main base of the royal court.

But the news raised alarm in a country 
that has frequently come under missile 
and drone attacks from iran-aligned Huthi 
rebels in Yemen, where riyadh-backed 
forces are engaged in a six-year conflict.

a relatively unknown militant group in 
iraq calling itself the righteous promise 
Brigade claimed responsibility for the 
strike, but it was considered by security 
experts to be a front for more entrenched 
iran-backed militias.

Kadhemi said the group’s claim was 
“not true” and insisted that the attack was 
not launched from iraq.

“We will not allow any attack on the 
kingdom,” he told reporters after what his 
aides described as an hours-long meeting 
with Saudi arabia’s de facto ruler Crown 
prince Mohammed bin Salman.

“There haven’t been any attacks” from 
iraq.

“There have been attempts by some to . . . 
disrupt relations” between iraq and Saudi 
arabia, he added, without elaborating.

Known to maintain close personal ties 
with prince Mohammed, Kadhemi walks 
a diplomatic tightrope as Baghdad often 
finds itself caught in the tug of war be-
tween Tehran and its rivals riyadh and 
Washington.

Kadhemi’s trip comes after the coun-
tries reopened their arar land border 
crossing in November for the first time 

since riyadh cut off diplomatic ties with 
Baghdad in 1990, following iraqi ex-dicta-
tor Saddam Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait.

Boosting trade, investment
aside from a discussion on border se-

curity, the iraqi premier said he and his 
delegation of senior ministers sought to 
further boost trade and economic coop-
eration with the kingdom during a day-
long visit to riyadh.

in a statement published by Saudi 
state media, the two countries agreed to 
establish a joint fund with an estimated 
capital of $3 billion, a “contribution from 
the kingdom” to boost investment in the 
iraqi economy.

Saudi arabia’s investments in iraq are 
expected to rise to 10 billion riyals ($2.67 
billion) from just over two billion ri-
yals currently, the state-run Saudi press 
agency said.

The countries also agreed to maintain 
energy cooperation to maintain stability 
in global oil markets, the joint statement 
added.

iraq is the second-largest producer in 
the OpEC oil cartel, outranked only by 
Saudi arabia.

Kadhemi, whose government has 
sought to fast-track foreign investment 
including Saudi support for energy and 
agriculture, is pushing for deeper coop-
eration with riyadh.

Kadhemi was scheduled to travel to 
Saudi arabia on his first foreign trip as 
prime minister in July, but the visit was 
cancelled at the last minute when King 
Salman was hospitalised for surgery to 
remove his gallbladder.

His trip to Tehran, riyadh’s arch-rival, 
went ahead, with the premier meet-
ing iran’s supreme leader ayatollah ali 
Khamenei. AFP

US envoy slated to travel to UaE, india, 
Bangladesh, tout climate policy reversal

THE US’ climate envoy John 
Kerry will travel to the UaE, 
india and Bangladesh ahead 
of a climate summit that Wash-
ington will host in april, 
according to a statement from 
the department on March 31.

The leaders of the three coun-
tries are among 40 invited to a 
two-day virtual meeting start-
ing april 22 and meant to mark 
the US’ return to the front lines 
of the climate crisis fight, after 
former president Donald Trump 
disengaged from the process.

The US is expected to make 
ambitious new commitments 
to reduce its greenhouse gas 
emissions under the terms of 
the paris climate accord soon, 
and will encourage others to 
boost their own goals.

Kerry will visit abu Dhabi, 
New Delhi and Dhaka between 
april 1 and 9, the Department of 
State statement said.

The paris agreement left 

countries in charge of making 
their own promises and taking 
their own measurements of 
emission reductions, but 
requires them to regularly revise 
their Nationally Determined 
Contributions.

The agreement’s goal is to 
limit the increase in global tem-
peratures by the end of the cen-
tury to around 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius above pre-industrial levels 
– or risk leaving much of the 
planet inhospitable to life.

The US, the world’s top econ-
omy in nominal terms, is the 
second-largest emitter of green-
house gases, which trap heat in 
the atmosphere.

The trip announcement 
comes as the administration of 
president Joe Biden was prepar-
ing to seek a multi- trillion dollar 
package from Congress to mod-
ernise ageing infrastructure, 
while shifting to renewable 
energy and electric cars. AFP

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman (second left) is flanked by Iraqi Prime Minister Mustafa 
al-Kadhemi (left) as he greets the Iraqi delegation in the capital Riyadh. SAUDI ROYAL PALACE/AFP

israel pM urges right-wing 
parties to form coalition

Blinken: US gets $335M from 
Sudan in victim compensation

iSraEli prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu called on right-
wing parties on March 31 to 
join him in a governing coali-
tion, in his first speech since 
elections last week.

The vote, israel’s fourth in 
two years, delivered the veteran 
premier’s likud 30 seats in the 
120-seat parliament, making it 
the biggest party – but a major-
ity of 61 is required to form a 
government.

Netanyahu, who is on trial on 
corruption charges, faces a 
bloc of 57 lawmakers led by 
centrist part Yesh atid, who are 
seeking to end his record-
breaking 12 years in power.

Both camps are short of an 
overall majority, and Netanyahu 
is reaching out to small, unde-
clared parties which could take 
his government over the line.

in a brief televised address on 
March 31, Netanyahu insisted 
that “the people have given a 
majority to the right, with 65 
seats” and urged undecided 
right-wing leaders to “come back 
home” and join a coalition.

“let’s put our differences 
aside to form, together, a stable 
government of the right, as the 
people want,” he said.

The hard-right Yamina party 
of Naftali Bennett, with seven 
seats, could potentially join the 
six lawmakers of the New Hope 
party of Gideon Saar to help the 
premier form a majority.

Both Bennett and Saar are 
former Netanyahu allies.

Saar has repeatedly ruled out 
joining a Netanyahu adminis-
tration, tweeting again on 
March 31 that he would “nei-
ther join nor support a govern-
ment led by Netanyahu”.

Bennett has yet to say wheth-
er he would join a government 
led by his former boss.

Yamina said in a statement 
on March 31 that Bennett 
would “make every effort to 
form a stable government to 
save israel from chaos”.

israeli president reuven riv-
lin on March 29 said he would 
pick a candidate by april 7 to 
form the next government. 
AFP

SUDaN has paid $335 million 
as agreed to compensate vic-
tims of past anti-US attacks as 
part of a deal that removed the 
struggling country from the US 
terror blacklist, the US top dip-
lomat said on March 31.

The transitional, civilian-
backed government provided 
the funds for survivors and 
victims’ families from attacks 
including the 1998 bombings 
of the US embassies in Kenya 
and Tanzania by al-qaeda, 
which was backed by Sudan’s 
then dictator.

US Secretary of State antony 
Blinken said in a statement: 
“We hope this aids them in 
finding some resolution for 
the terrible tragedies that 
occurred.

“With this challenging pro-
cess behind us, US-Sudan rela-
tions can start a new chapter.

“We look forward to expand-
ing our bilateral relationship 
and to continuing our support 
for the efforts of the civilian-led 
transitional government to 

deliver freedom, peace and jus-
tice to the Sudanese people.”

Sudan agreed to the package 
last year as it desperately 
sought to exit the US blacklist 
of state sponsors of terrorism, 
a designation that severely 
hindered investment in a 
country rattled by unrest over 
tough economic conditions.

Former US president Donald 
Trump agreed last year to 
remove Sudan but only after 
securing an agreement by Sudan 
to recognise US ally israel.

The delisting enjoyed wide 
agreement in Washington 
although some said it was 
unfair by focusing on US vic-
tims and not providing the 
same compensation to africans 
who made up the bulk of the 
dead in the 1998 bombings.

The compensation will also 
cover the 2000 attack by al-
qaeda on the USS Cole off 
Yemen’s coast and the killing 
of US development worker 
John Granville in Khartoum in 
2008. AFP

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, leader of the Likud party, 
addresses supporters at the party campaign headquarters in Jerusalem 
early on March 24 after the end of voting in the fourth national election 
in two years. AFP

US Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry speaks to the 
press as he leaves after a meeting with the French president at The 
Elysee Presidential Palace in Paris. AFP



An Armed woman shot dead 
at Indonesia’s national police 
headquarters on march 31 was 
an Islamic State (IS) sympathiser, 
authorities said, citing social 
media posts she made shortly 
before the fatal gun battle.

Indonesia has been on high 
alert in recent days after two 
suicide bombers – alleged 
members of a pro-IS extremist 
group – blew themselves up at 
a church in makassar city on 
Sulawesi island, wounding 
about 20 people.

Police outposts have been 
frequent targets of Indonesian 
extremists in the past.

On march 31 afternoon, the 
25-year-old woman wearing a 
niqab face veil and a long black 
gown entered the police com-
plex in downtown Jakarta and 
opened fire on officers at the 
entrance, authorities said.

Images broadcast by local 
media showed the woman fall 
to the ground as shots rang 
out, before lying motionless as 
police surrounded her body.

Indonesian national Police 
chief Listyo Sigit Prabowo told 
reporters on march 31 evening: 
“She was a lone wolf who sup-
ported the IS ideology and this 
has been proven by her social 
media posts.”

Authorities said they had 
identified the woman as a uni-
versity dropout who had left a 
suicide note at her family 
home in Jakarta, which they 
raided after the shootout.

She had posted the IS flag and 
writings about becoming a mar-
tyr on a recently created Insta-
gram account, Prabowo said.

Authorities would probe 

whether the woman had links 
to muslim majority Indonesia’s 
myriad extremist groups.

Nation on edge
The country, which has long 

struggled with attacks by 
Islamist militants including 
the 2002 Bali bombings, has 
been on edge after the week-
end cathedral attack.

A newlywed couple who 
belonged to pro-IS extremist 
group Jamaah Ansharut daulah 
(JAd) was behind the cathedral 
blast, police have said.

more than a dozen others 
suspected in the plot have 
been arrested in recent days.

The couple were members 
of an Islamic study group 
along with several of the other 
suspects, police said.

march 28’s explosion at the 
main Catholic cathedral in 
makassar took place just after 
congregants finished celebrat-
ing Palm Sunday, the first day 
of Holy Week in the run-up to 
easter Sunday.

The attack came after the arrest 
of dozens of suspected militants 
in recent months by Indonesia’s 
counter-terror squad.

Indonesia’s security forces 
regularly arrest suspected mili-
tants and attacks have often 
been low-level and have tar-
geted domestic security forces.

Before march 28, one of the 
country’s last major deadly 
attacks was in 2018, when a 
dozen people were killed after 
a family of suicide bombers 
blew themselves up at church-
es during Sunday services in 
Indonesia’s second-biggest 
city Surabaya. AFP
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ASEAN

Un envoy calls for action to 
curb risk of major ‘civil war’
T

He Un envoy on 
myanmar implored 
the Security Coun-
cil to take action on 

march 31 in the Asian nation’s 
escalating crisis, warning of 
the risk of civil war and an 
imminent “bloodbath” as the 
junta violently represses pro-
democracy protests.

more than 520 people have 
died in daily demonstrations 
since the military overthrew 
elected leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi on February 1, halting 
myanmar’s decade-old ex-
periment in democracy.

“I appeal to this council to 
consider all available tools to 
take collective action and do 
what is right, what the peo-
ple of myanmar deserve and 
prevent a multi-dimensional 
catastrophe,” special envoy 
Christine Schraner Burgener 
told the closed-door session, 
according to remarks ob-
tained by AFP.

She said she remained open 
for dialogue with the junta 
but added: “If we wait only 
for when they are ready to 

talk, the ground situation will 
only worsen. A bloodbath is 
imminent.”

Barbara Woodward, the Un 
envoy from Britain, which 
requested the meeting, told 
reporters the council was 
“united in its condemnation” 
and was discussing “a range 
of measures at our disposal”.

But China, considered 
myanmar’s main ally, ruled 
out sanctions.

“One-sided pressure and 
calling for sanctions or other 
coercive measures will only 
aggravate tension and con-
frontation and further com-
plicate the situation, which 
is by no means constructive,” 
China’s ambassador, Zhang 
Jun, told the meeting, accord-
ing to a statement.

The session came after 
Suu Kyi’s legal team earlier 
on march 31 said the ousted 
leader appeared to be in good 
health despite two months of 
detention.

Suu Kyi, 75, has not been 
seen in public since she was 
deposed but a member of her 

legal team, min min Soe, was 
summoned to a police station 
in the capital naypyidaw for a 
video meeting with her.

Suu Kyi is facing a raft of 
criminal charges, and con-
viction could see her barred 
from office for life.

Emergency session
The coup and the junta’s sub-

sequent actions have triggered 
international condemnation.

Britain called for the emer-
gency meeting after the mili-
tary dramatically ramped up 
its use of lethal force against 
protesters over the weekend.

In another violent escala-
tion, myanmar’s military on 
march 27 launched the first 
air strikes in Karen state in 
20 years after a rebel group 
seized a military base – rais-
ing fears of a return to armed 
conflict in the ethnically di-
verse nation.

“The military’s cruelty is 
too severe and many [armed 
ethnic fighters] are taking 
clear stances of opposition, 
increasing the possibility of 

civil war at an unprecedented 
scale,” Burgener said.

“Failure to prevent further 
escalation of atrocities will 
cost the world so much more 
in the longer term than in-
vesting now in prevention, es-
pecially by myanmar’s neigh-
bours and the wider region.”

Zhang, the Chinese am-
bassador, said he wanted 
myanmar to “restore peace, 
stability and constitutional 
order as early as possible and 
continue to steadily advance 
democratic transition”.

He also called for the pro-
tection of foreign businesses 
– a key concern for China, 
which has seen dozens of its 
factories torched amid furore 
against Beijing.

earlier, a group of ousted 
members of parliament from 
Suu Kyi’s national League for 
democracy (nLd), who have 
been working underground 
against the junta, said they 
would form “a new civilian 
government” in the first week 
of this month, without giving 
further details. AFP

IS sympathiser behind 
Indonesia police HQ 
deadly gun shootout

UN Special Envoy for Myanmar Christine Schraner Burgener arrives at Sittwe airport after visiting Maung Daw Township at the Bangladesh-Myanmar 
border area in Rakhine State. STR/AFP

Three people in Vietnam’s Khanh Hoa province, aged between 25 and 59, were jailed between five and nine years 
for spreading ‘anti-state propaganda’ on social media. Ho CHi MinH CiTy LAw newSPAPeR

Police tape seals off the family home of the armed woman who was 
shot dead by authorities while attacking Indonesia’s national police 
headquarters in Jakarta on Wednesday. AFP

Vn activists draw prison terms up 
to 10 years on anti-state charges
FOUr activists have been 
jailed for up to 10 years after 
Vietnamese courts found 
them guilty of spreading 
“anti-state propaganda”.

Vietnam’s communist gov-
ernment is swearing in a new 
cabinet, with top leaders taking 
office in the next few days.

It is also preparing for legis-
lative elections next month for 
the rubber-stamp national 
Assembly (nA) that has around 
500 members.

Pressure on human rights 
activists has coincided with 
these political events, observ-
ers say.

In the southern Central 
Highlands province of Lam 
dong on march 30, activist Vu 
Tien Chi (pictured, Vietnam 
news Agency), 55, was jailed 
for 10 years for sharing and 
posting online articles alleg-
edly defaming the Commu-
nist Party of Vietnam and 
national leaders.

Since 2018, Chi has shared 
338 articles and posted 181 
v ideos on his personal 
accounts on Facebook and 
YouTube, questioning the 
policies of the state and gov-
ernment.

Chi had the intention of 

establishing a new parliament 
to replace the contemporary 
nA, state media reported.

In the nearby coastal prov-
ince of Khanh Hoa, three oth-
ers, aged between 25 and 59 
years old, were jailed between 
five and nine years on the 
same charge.

One of them was accused of 
livestreaming the burning of 
the country’s flag before Viet-
nam’s liberation day in April 
last year.

According to Amnesty Inter-
national, political prisoners in 
Vietnam have doubled from 84 
to 170 since 2016. AFP
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Opinion

‘Y
OU did not go home, 
but inhabited this 
land. You set feet here, 
but stayed in my 

heart. Though you have gone, we 
can’t live without you and the 
towering monument quietly tells 
the preciousness of peace . . .”

Every year when the Qing Ming Fes-
tival – an early april day for Chinese to 
commemorate the dead – approach-
es, many familiar faces of the past will 
always appear in front of our eyes. 
like others who passed away, the 
martyrs of two peacekeepers and one 
expert and their stories again come to 
us from the depth of our memory.

in 1959, 31-year-old luo Jinchun, a 
Chinese expert, came to Cambodia to 
help with the geological survey. He 
successfully found rich iron and 
quartz mines for the first time, and 
helped locate underground water 
sources, which was warmly wel-
comed by local residents. On March 
10, 1960, in a geological exploration 
he died from a detonator explosion, 
and has since then rested perma-
nently in the Khmer land.

in 1992, bearing the trust of the 
motherland and the international 
community, about 800 Chinese peo-
ple’s liberation army (pla) officers 
and soldiers came to Cambodia to 
carry out UN peacekeeping missions. 
at that time, the conflicts in Cambo-
dia had not ended, and nearly all civil 
facilities were devastated and await-
ed to be repaired or rebuilt. Chinese 
peacekeepers were not afraid of 
hardships and dangers, and managed 
to overcome all difficulties, building 
bridges, roads and barracks. 

They were the earliest participants 
in Cambodia’s homeland reconstruc-
tion and they also witnessed the 
development of China-Cambodia 
friendship. On the evening of May 21, 
1993, the Chinese peacekeeping force 
camp was suddenly attacked by uni-
dentified militants. Two soldiers, 
Chen Zhiguo and Yu Shili, died heroi-
cally and gave their young lives to the 
cause of peace in Cambodia.

The heroes have passed away, but 
their spirit lives forever. The “Thank 
peace” message advocated by prime 
Minister Samdech Hun Sen means 
not only to thank the creators of 
peace, but also to thank the guardi-
ans of peace, including the Chinese 
peacekeeper and expert heroes who 
contributed their strength and even 
lives to the peaceful development of 
Cambodia. We have felt from these 

martyrs the throbbing of souls, the 
running of blood and the undertak-
ing of responsibilities.

Martyr luo is not alone because the 
motherland has never forgotten him, 
and the Cambodian people will 
always remember him. The then-Chi-
nese foreign minister, Marshal Chen 
Yi, and former Cambodian deputy 
prime minister General Nhiek Tiou-
long personally wrote the inscription 
for his monument, and thousands of 
Cambodians in tears attended his 
funeral. The two peacekeepers, Chen 
and Yu, were fearless because the 
pla soldiers followed orders strictly 
and went forward bravely. The two 
peacekeepers could be gratified 
because at the foot of their monu-
ment – the National road 6 they built 
with so much sweat – is now full of 
traffic and prosperity.

Martyrs should be relieved with a 
smile because their descendants 
have taken over the torch of their 
career. The two monuments of the 
peacekeepers’ and expert’s cemeter-
ies have become monuments of Chi-
na-Cambodia friendship, standing 
tall in the hearts of the two peoples. 

Every year, especially on the Qing 
Ming Festival, many Cambodian mil-
itary and political leaders, Chinese 
embassy staff, local people, and Chi-
nese nationals in Cambodia will visit 
the monuments and express their 
respect and grief. 

in recent years, under the joint 
guidance of the two countries’ lead-
ers, China and Cambodia together 
went through thick and thin and has 
made remarkable achievements in 
the building of a community of 
shared future and cooperation in 
political, economic and military 
affairs. The friendship between the 
two countries and the two militaries 
has been further refined and upgrad-
ed in their joint fight against the Cov-
id-19 pandemic. 

China has become Cambodia’s 
largest trading partner, investor and 
source of tourists. China has assisted 
Cambodia in the construction of 
more than 3,000km of roads and 
bridges. actually China’s participa-
tion in UN peacekeeping started in 
Cambodia and over the past 30 years 
China has sent more than 40,000 
troops to over 20 countries and 

regions to carry out peacekeeping 
missions. 

China is the largest troop contrib-
utor among the five permanent 
members of the UN Security Coun-
cil and is, among all nations, the 
second-largest finance contributor 
to UN peacekeeping operations. 
China is a great advocate of peace-
ful development concept and a key 
force in maintaining world peace 
and development.

We shed tears on the Qing Ming 
Festival, and the half-mast tells the 
stories of the martyrs. as the day of 
remembrance is coming, a mourning 
poem written by Cambodian Chinese 
61 years ago for martyr luo Jinchun 
sounds up again:

“On the beautiful land of Cambodia, 
you sweat a lot. and with your boiling 
blood, you irrigate the flowers of Cam-
bodia-China friendship ... We will weave 
countless patriotic hearts into a large 
wreath, as the offering to your grave. We 
will put flowers of Cambodia-China 
friendship on your grave.”

Zhu Shuaifei is deputy attache of the Chinese 
embassy

Martyrs, peacekeepers: Friendship  
between China, Cambodia eternal

Every year when the Qing Ming Festival, an early April day for Chinese to memorise the dead, approaches, many familiar faces of the past 
will always appear in front of our eyes. Like others who passed away, the martyrs of two peacekeepers and one expert and their stories 
again come to us from the depth of our memory. afp

Opinion
Zhu Shuaifei
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in sprawling Tunis, flamingos wade past 
waste and sewage in key africa wetlands
H

undreds of flamingos 
wade past waste in the 
murky waters of the vast 
sijoumi lagoon, a critical 

wetland in the heart of Tunisia’s cap-
ital threatened by overexpansion.

Once set apart from the city, today 
half of Tunis’ residents live on the banks 
of the “sebkha”, or mudflat, where 
more than 100,000 birds of around 100 
different species spend winter.

The birds’ human neighbours 
complain of pollution, recurrent 
flooding and swarms of mosquitos 
from the lagoon, one of north af-
rica’s most important wetlands that 
became a dumping ground during 
decades of urbanisation.

a government-led project that in-
cludes buildings, concrete embank-
ments, and digging into the mudflat 
aims to control pollution and regen-
erate the habitat, but some environ-
mental groups have pushed back 
against the initiative.

Hamdi, a 31-year-old shopkeeper in 

the working-class district of sidi Hass-
ine, hopes the project will beautify the 
area and solve the “problem of plastic 
waste and flooding from rainwater”.

The lagoon plays a vital role not only 
in absorbing the overflow of water dur-
ing heavy rains, but also as a breeding 
ground for the flocks of migratory birds 
that gather there at the end of winter.

But as rural populations flocked 
to Tunis, unauthorised building 
flourished in the former agricultural 
suburbs of the city and the lagoon 
became a dump for waste, mainly 
from construction.

A place to avoid
More than 1.8 million cubic me-

tres of solid waste is estimated to 
have been disposed of in the lagoon 
since 2009, according to a govern-
ment study.

as a result the 2,600ha lagoon 
has been unable to absorb as much 
rainwater during downpours, lead-
ing to flooding that often forces 

businesses and schools to close.
since 2015, Tunisian authorities 

have been studying a project to 
clean up the lagoon and protect the 
area from flooding, while develop-
ing its economic potential through 
further construction.

around 48 per cent of Tunis resi-
dents live around the lagoon, ac-
cording to the latest census from 
2014, and the surrounding neigh-
bourhoods are particularly densely 
populated, with some 2,800 people 
per square kilometre.

The north of the lagoon is lined with 
brick and concrete buildings that were 
erected without authorisation.

a part of the southern banks has 
remained untouched and serves as a 
refuge for ducks, flamingos and gulls.

But most people avoid even the 
wild parts of the lagoon, with its ol-
ive trees and poppies at the water’s 
edge, as the area is seen as dirty and 
a place to avoid.

industrial and domestic sewage 

spews into the lagoon and the bat-
tered wreckage of cars and trucks 
are piled up on the banks.

‘Lung of the capital’
Given its diversity, the lagoon was 

added to the ramsar list of Wetlands 
of international importance in 2007, 
and it is considered the fourth most 
significant wetland in north africa.

nadia Gouider, director of the gov-
ernment’s sijoumi lake project, said 
the development must be sustain-
able and aim to “save and support 
the lung of the capital”.

But environmental activists are 
concerned about the potential im-
pact of the project, whose cost could 
reach €130 million (more than $153 
million).

The development of two business 
districts, lac-1 and lac-2, in a large 
marshy area nearby in the early 1990s 
has already caused most flamingos to 
flee to sijoumi and other wetlands.

imen rais, an expert with environ-

mental group WWF, warned of the 
negative impact of wetland decline 
in Tunisia, underlining its impor-
tance to minimise the “phenomena 
linked to climate change like floods, 
drought and storms”.

Hichem azafzaf, scientific coordi-
nator for a bird protection associa-
tion, said: “We aren’t against the de-
velopment project in general.”

But, he added, as he scanned the 
lagoon from a wooden observatory 
through binoculars, “we are against 
the current version”, which includes 
deepening the lagoon.

“Many birds will be deprived of 
food because they can’t dive deep.”

Gouider said this shouldn’t be a 
problem as “only one third of the 
lake’s surface will be deepened by 
about 1m, which will leave space for 
the birds”.

in any case, she added, between 
backfilling, illegal dumping and un-
regulated building, “if we do nothing, 
the lagoon will disappear”. AFP

Qing Ming amid Covid for 
Malaysia’s ethnic Chinese
paper masks and goggles are 
among offerings that ethnic 
Chinese in Malaysia will burn 
to mark “Tomb sweeping day”, 
hoping their ancestors can use 
them to fight the coronavirus 
in the afterlife.

Qing Ming is one of the most 
important dates for Chinese 
communities, and is observed 
across east and southeast 
asia.

during the festival, which 
this year falls on sunday, it is 
customary for Chinese to offer 
prayers, sweep their loved 
ones’ graves and burn paper 
models of items that could be 
useful in the afterlife.

These can range from mon-
ey and shoes to yachts and 
planes  – but the pandemic 
has led to the addition of 

virus-themed offerings.
a shop in the town of 

rawang, just outside the capi-
tal Kuala lumpur, is selling a 
set of paper masks with small 
boxes carrying pictures of gog-
gles, a bottle of hand sanitiser 
and a thermometer.

“We want our ancestors to 
realise the importance of 
wearing a mask during the 
pandemic, so we introduced 
this,” store owner Jacky Hoi 
said, holding a packet contain-
ing the items.

He believes the set will prove 
popular in Muslim-majority 
Malaysia, where about a quar-
ter of the country’s 32 million 
inhabitants are ethnic Chi-
nese, as it “will let our ances-
tors have a chance to fight the 
pandemic”.

Hoi is missing one important 
thing – a paper vaccine –  
something he says that he is 
yet to come across when order-
ing the items from China.

Chinese in Malaysia will be 
observing “Tomb sweeping 
day” for the first time since 
2019, as activities related to 
the festival were cancelled last 
year due to a virus lockdown.

rules will be implemented 
to prevent infections, includ-
ing a cap on the number of 
people allowed to take part 
and a time limit on prayers.

Malaysia was hit by a new 
Covid-19 wave in recent months. 
The number of cases has started 
to decline, although health 
authorities are still reporting 
around 1,000 infections and 
several deaths every day. AFP

Flamingoes fly over the Sijoumi mudflat, known as ‘Sabkhet Sijoumi’ – on the southern outskirts of Tunisia’s 
capital Tunis in February. AFP

Hundreds of pink flamingos wade past piles of rubbish through the murky water of Tunisia’s vast Sijoumi 
lagoon, a critical wetland threatened by pollution and development in the heart of the capital. AFP

A customer holds a set containing face masks, goggles, hand sanitiser and thermometer, all made of paper, 
for sale ahead of the Qing Ming festival, also known as Tomb Sweeping Day, in Malaysia. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Florida city
  6 Violin parts
 10 “Macbeth” quintet
 14 Negatively charged particle
 15 Arm bone
 16 Ball of yarn
 17 Far from expert
 19 Preserve with 9-Down
 20 Depletes
 21 Came on like gangbusters
 23 Lead-in for “Bravo”
 24 Get off the road
 26 Common adhesive
 27 Small ornamental case
 29 “Survivor” grouping
 32 Cash, in Kyoto
 33 Path less traveled
 36 Cake covering
 38 Not qualified
 41 Reporter’s coup
 42 Painful shock
 45 Clairvoyance, telepathy, etc.
 48 Ant, old-style
 50 Slow running pace
 51 Broadway busts

 53 1996 presidential candidate
 56 Hard-shelled seed
 57 Sherwood and Arden
 60 Miscommunications
 62 ___ no good
 63 Bush-league
 66 Make a web
 67 Place to roll the dice
 68 Gardener, in fall
 69 Nestling hawk
 70 Did the breaststroke
 71 “God ___ America”
DOWN
  1 Greek “T”
  2 Lump sum alternative
  3 “Show Me” state
  4 Make Poppin’ Fresh giggle
  5 Spice rack selection
  6 Sermons originate from them
  7 December helper
  8 Bearded herd
  9 Margarita complement
 10 Capital of Ghana
 11 Hardly coordinated
 12 Cylindrical and tapered
 13 Baltic Sea country

 18 Light measurement
 22 Word with “garage” or “bottle”
 23 Vicksburg combatant
 25 Took a header
 28 Ca++ and Cl-
 30 Old-fashioned refrigerant
 31 Ship’s post for securing cables
 34 Locate, as data on a computer
 35 Ensure failure
 37 Insect pest
 39 Delivery person?
 40 Expressway
 43 Some chilled desserts
 44 Many a defender (Abbr.)
 45 Flow outward
 46 Unkempt
 47 De Rossi of “Arrested Development”
 49 It’s beaten by hand
 52 American serfs
 54 Be deceptive
 55 Outlying area
 58 Veteran seafarers
 59 Small merganser
 61 Russian range or river
 64 Santa ___
 65 Four-baggers, briefly

“DO NOT HIRE!” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

Mexico tourists enjoy 
whales as Covid eases
a 

giant barnacle-encrusted grey 
whale nuzzles her calf next to a small 
boat of excited tourists in the waters 
off the Baja California peninsula in 

northwestern Mexico.
the annual arrival of the migratory mam-

mals, coinciding with a drop in coronavirus in-
fections, has provided a much needed boost to 
the region’s battered tourism industry.

For visitors, close encounters with one of the 
largest animals on the planet are a welcome 
respite from a pandemic that has killed more 
than 200,000 people in Mexico – the world’s 
third highest toll.

“it’s the best day of my life,” said Wilbert, a 
Mexican tourist who travelled from the south-
ern state of Oaxaca to a coastal wildlife sanctu-
ary in Baja California.

“i had dreamed of whales before so i was re-
ally keen to come.”

Each year, grey whales travel about 9,000km 
from their summer feeding grounds off alaska 
to mate and give birth in the warmer waters off 
northwestern Mexico.

Similar in size to a humpback whale but 
recognisable from their mottled grey colour-
ing, they span up to around 15m and weigh as 
much as 30-40 tonnes.

‘Pay off some debt’
Mexico is one of the few major tourist desti-

nations not to have closed its borders during 
the pandemic or demanded a negative Covid-
19 test result from visitors on arrival.

as a result, it was the third-most visited coun-
try in the world in 2020.

But it has still been a disastrous time for the 
tourism industry and whale-watching tour op-
erators were among those hit by a suspension 
of non-essential activities for part of last year.

thanks to a decrease in coronavirus infec-
tions, the government allowed the boats to go 
out 30 per cent full at the start of this January-

april season, which was later increased to 50 
per cent.

“We kept the jobs and we hope to come out 
of it, if not with a profit, then at least being 
able to pay off some debt,” said luis Enrique 
achoy of whale watching company Malarrimo 
Eco-tours.

He said it had been a good season with 
around 1,500 to 1,700 whales spotted in the El 
Vizcaino Biosphere reserve.

‘Little by little’
Fisherman and tour guide naman Dominguez 

was one of those affected by the pandemic  
restrictions.

“right now, there’s a maximum of six or seven 
people per boat due to social distancing,” he 
said.

“But everything’s getting better little by little. 
as the level of infections has been low, tourism 
has been increasing.”

the grey whale’s survival was once at risk af-
ter commercial whalers found them wintering 
along the Baja California peninsula in the mid-
19th century.

But the population in the eastern north pa-
cific has since rebounded strongly and the grey 
whale is today ranked “least concern” on the 
list of threatened species of the international 
Union for Conservation of nature (iUCn).

the eastern north pacific is home to the only 
definitely surviving breeding population, with 
an estimated size of up to around 27,000 grey 
whales, according to iUCn.

and one of the best places to see them is 
in the lagoons off Baja California where they 
congregate in winter away from predators like 
killer whales, offering an unforgettable experi-
ence for visitors.

“We could touch them and see the mother 
with her calf. the two of them were playing 
for a good while with us,” said Mexican tourist 
Claudia gaitan. AFP

A tourist touches a grey whale in the lagoons off Baja California, where they congregate in winter away from 
predators like killer whales, offering an unforgettable experience for visitors. AFP

A giant barnacle-encrusted grey whale nuzzles her calf next to a small boat of excited tourists in the waters 
off the Baja California peninsula in northwestern Mexico. AFP
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North Macedonia shock Germany 
as France, England grind out wins
G

ErMaNy suffered a 
stunning 2-1 home 
loss to North Mace-
donia in World Cup 

qualifying on March 31, while 
defending champions France 
edged Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na 1-0 and England beat a po-
land side missing the injured 
robert lewandowski.

Napoli midfielder Eljif El-
mas secured a famous victory 
for North Macedonia in Duis-
burg, scoring five minutes 
from time to give his country a 
second win from three Group 
J matches.

Veteran striker Goran pan-
dev, 37, put the visitors in 
front just before half-time but 
ilkay Gundogan levelled from 
the spot after leroy Sane was 
fouled in the area.

Timo Werner missed a glo-
rious chance after coming off 
the bench, and Elmas con-
demned the four-time world 
champions to a first defeat 
in qualifying for the global 
showpiece since 2001 when 
he steered in a cut-back from 
arijan ademi.

“i don’t know how to ex-
plain it. it’s not easy to do. We 
knew that we couldn’t under-
estimate the opponent and 
i don’t think we did that. We 
just weren’t good enough,” 
said Gundogan.

“it’s not quite sunk in yet. 
This is a victory for the whole 
nation,” said North Macedo-
nia coach igor angelovski, 
whose side will make their Eu-
ropean Championship debut 
this summer.

Germany are level alongside 
North Macedonia in a section 
led surprisingly by armenia, 

who won for the third time in 
as many games thanks to two 
late goals in a 3-2 victory over 
romania.

antoine Griezmann scored 
the only goal of the game in 
Sarajevo as France recorded a 
second away win in four days 
over Bosnia following their 2-0 
success in Kazakhstan at the 

weekend.
after being held 1-1 at home 

by Ukraine in their opening 
game on the road to the 2022 
finals in Qatar, France are now 
in a strong position at the top 
of Group D.

Manchester United de-
fender Harry Maguire struck a 
late winner for England as the 

2018 World Cup semi-finalists 
overcame poland 2-1 at Wem-
bley.

Harry Kane put England 
ahead with a first-half penalty 
after a foul on raheem Ster-
ling, but a mistake by John 
Stones allowed poland to level 
through Jakub Moder.

England regained the lead 
with five minutes left when 
Maguire smashed home af-
ter central defensive partner 
Stones headed a corner back 
across goal.

“it is a big win. We are play-
ing to play at a World Cup,” 
Maguire told iTV.

“John [Stones] has been bril-
liant this year. Defenders make 
mistakes and when we do we 
get scrutinised. He made up 
for it with a great header at the 
back post.”

The nervy win means Eng-
land top Group i with nine 
points after wins earlier in the 
international window against 
San Marino and albania.

Wins for Spain and Italy  
Goals from Dani Olmo, Fer-

ran Torres and second-half 
substitute Gerard Moreno lift-
ed Spain to a 3-1 victory over 
Kosovo and top of Group B.

However the qualifier in 
Seville was overshadowed by 
a pre-match diplomatic dis-

pute, stemming from the de-
scription of Kosovo as a “ter-
ritory” by the Spanish Football 
Federation when it published 
Spain’s group fixtures.

Stefano Sensi scored just af-
ter his introduction as a half-
time substitute to help italy, 
who failed to qualify for the 
2018 World Cup, register a third 
successive win in Group C.

roberto Mancini’s team de-
feated lithuania 2-0 in Vilnius 
with Ciro immobile adding a 
stoppage-time penalty for the 
azzurri.

andreas Olsen netted twice 
as Denmark thrashed austria 
4-0 to take charge of Group 
F, with Joakim Maehle and 
pierre-Emile Hojbjerg also on 
target in Vienna.

Scotland are second in the 
group after easing to a 4-0 win 
over the Faroe islands. John 
McGinn bagged two goals 
while Che adams and ryan 
Fraser completed the scoring.

iceland, in the same group as 
Germany, picked up their first 
qualifying points with a 4-1 
win away to liechtenstein.

Northern ireland drew 0-0 at 
home to Bulgaria while Ukraine 
were held 1-1 by Kazakhstan in 
Kiev, a third consecutive draw 
for the side coached by for-
mer national team star andriy 
Shevchenko. AFP

S africa begin march to 2023 World Cup
SOUTH africa return to one-
day international (ODi) cricket 
for the first time in a year against 
pakistan from april 2 with a 
history-making new captain at 
the helm and their sights set on 
the 2023 World Cup.

The proteas have not played 
an ODi since completing a 3-0 
home series win against aus-
tralia in March 2020.

Following that series, South 
africa went to india but the 
tour was aborted because of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

a planned series against Eng-
land last December was then 
postponed after two members 
of the touring party tested pos-
itive for coronavirus – results 
which later were declared as 
false positives.

as a result, South africa have 
yet to secure their first points in 
the World Cup Super league 
which decides which seven 
teams join hosts india as auto-
matic qualifiers for the 2023 
World Cup.

proteas and the Netherlands 
are the only teams yet to play a 
match in the 13-team league.

Seven teams already have 
three or more wins, so South 
africa, under new captain Tem-
ba Bavuma, will be seeking to 
make up ground when they 
they play pakistan at Super-

Sport park in Centurion on 
april 2 in the first of three 
ODis.

South africa will be at full 
strength for the first two match-
es but will be without five lead-
ing players – Quinton de Kock, 
Kagiso rabada, lungi Ngidi, 
David Miller and anrich Nortje 
– for the third match because 
of indian premier league com-
mitments.

The quintet will also miss four 
Twenty20 (T20) internationals 
which follow the one-day 
series.

The one-day and T20 match-
es will be split between Centu-
rion and Johannesburg, with 
the teams staying in a bio-se-
cure location convenient to 
both venues.

april is unusually late for crick-
et matches in South africa. 

Shorter days and autumnal 
weather could affect condi-
tions at two grounds where 
batsmen usually thrive on hard, 
true pitches.

Bavuma said his only experi-
ence of playing in april was in 
a domestic T20 competition.

“it seemed to suit seam bowl-
ing a bit more, with the ball 
swinging,” said Bavuma, South 
africa’s first black skipper.

“But the wickets still become 
favourable for batting, even 

though the challenge is a bit 
more with the seam.”

pakistan coach Misbah-ul-
Haq said on arrival that he 
believed the conditions at both 
venues would suit his fast bowl-
ers and stroke-playing bats-
men.

The series will be played 
against the backdrop of contin-
ued uncertainty over the 
administration of the game in 
South africa.

Sports minister Nathi 
Mthethwa issued an ultimatum 
on March 30 to Cricket South 
africa’s members’ council, con-
sisting of provincial presidents, 

to accept the principle of a new 
board containing a majority of 
independent directors.

Mthethwa gave the council 
until april 6 to reach an agree-
ment with an interim board, 
which is charged with estab-
lishing a new structure. 

He threatened government 
intervention unless an agree-
ment was reached, which could 
jeopardise Cricket South afri-
ca’s standing with the interna-
tional Cricket Council.

South african batsman aiden 
Markram on March 31 said the 
players tried to stay away from 
administrative matters. AFP

North Macedonia’s Goran Pandev scores the opening goal with a tap in past Germany’s Marc-Andre Ter
Stegen during the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 qualification football match on Wednesday. AFP

South Africa’s Temba Bavuma plays a shot during the second day of a 
two-day practice match in Colombo on July 8, 2018. AFP

UEFa hands spectator 
responsibility limits to 
Euro 2020 host nations
UEFa announced on March 31 
it had ended its 30-per-cent 
spectator limit in stadiums, 
potentially allowing host 
nations to choose their own 
restrictions at this summer’s 
continent-wide European 
Championship.

The measure had been in 
place since last year in reaction 
to the coronavirus pandemic 
but travelling supporters are 
still barred from attending.

“Such a cap is no longer need-
ed and . . . the decision on the 
number of permitted spectators 
should fall under the exclusive 
responsibility of the relevant 
competent local/national 
authorities,” European foot-
ball’s governing body said.

“in view of the ongoing trav-
el restrictions and in order to 
enact reasonable and respon-
sible policies to minimise 
Covid-19 related risks, the 
Executive Committee decided 
to confirm the decision of 1 
October 2020 insofar that visit-
ing fans are not allowed to 
attend UEFa competition 
matches.

“This is valid until prior to the 
club competition finals taking 

place in May 2021,” it added.
Earlier this month UEFa said 

it wanted supporters at all 
games, played across 12 differ-
ent countries from June 11-Ju-
ly 11.

The tournament has been 
postponed from last year due 
to the Covid-19 outbreak.

“if a city proposes a ‘no fans 
scenario’, the matches due to 
be held there ‘could’ be 
switched ‘to cities able to wel-
come supporters’,” the body 
said on March 17.

Host cities have until april 7 
to let UEFa know what their 
scenarios are in terms of atten-
dance ahead of an executive 
committee meeting on april 
19, on the eve of the federa-
tion’s annual congress in Mon-
treux, Switzerland.

The multi-venue format, 
whilst complex, gives organis-
ers flexibility to deal with issues 
arising from the pandemic.

“if we can no longer do any-
thing in one country there are 
still 11 others where prepara-
tions are already in progress,” 
UEFa’s health adviser Daniel 
Koch said at the start of the 
month. AFP
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