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Provinces PrePare as 
covid-19 vaccination 
camPaign forges ahead
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700K China jabs to land Mar 31 
Mom Kunthear

A 
TOTAL of 700,000 doses of 
the Sinopharm Covid-19 
vaccine donated by China 
are expected to arrive in 

Cambodia on March 31 with 400,000 
to be administered by the Ministry of 
Health and 300,000 by the Ministry 
of National Defence.

Defence minister Tea Banh said on 

March 30 the 300,000 doses allotted 
to his ministry would be used to inoc-
ulate members of the armed forces 
and their families who had not been 
vaccinated during the first phase.

“On the morning of March 31 the 
People’s Republic of China – in coor-
dination with the defence ministry 
– will provide Cambodia with 700,000 
doses of the Sinopharm Covid-19 
vaccine for the second phase. These 

vaccines will be transported here by 
Chinese air force,” he said.

Chinese ambassador to Cambodia 
Wang Wentian had previously con-
firmed on March 26 that the 700,000 
doses are scheduled to arrive in 
Phnom Penh on March 31.

“This is a clear demonstration of the 
great friendship between China and 
Cambodia, and I sincerely hope that 
Chinese vaccines will be a strong shield 

defending the health of the Cambodian 
people against Covid-19,” he said.

To date, Wang said, over 60 countries 
had administered Chinese vaccines to 
their populations after authorising 
them for emergency use. China is pro-
viding vaccine assistance to 80 coun-
tries around the world and three inter-
national organisations as well.

The 600,000 doses of the Sinopharm 
vaccine that China provided to Cam-

bodia in the first phase arrived on 
February 7. With the next shipment 
scheduled for March 31, the total 
would amount to 1.3 million doses.

Recently, the Cambodian govern-
ment has also purchased 1.5 million 
doses of the Sinovac vaccine – also 
originating from China but devel-
oped separately from Sinopharm.

China okays 
overhaul of 
HK political 
organisation

$90M set for mobile network connectivity

CHINESE leaders endorsed a 
sweeping overhaul of Hong Kong’s 
electoral system on March 31, 
slashing its number of directly 
elected seats.

The new measures, which 
bypassed Hong Kong’s legislature 
and were imposed directly by Bei-
jing, followed months of protests.

“President Xi Jinping signed 
presidential orders to promulgate 
the amended annexes,” China’s 
official Xinhua News Agency said 
in a short report.

Hong Kong’s 7.5 million resi-
dents are still not sure what the 
new law contains with no details 
yet published.

But Tam Yiu-chung, Hong Kong’s 
sole delegate on China’s parlia-
ment, gave a breakdown of what 
the new measures included.

“The amendments were unani-
mously passed by 167 members of the 
Standing Committee of the Nation-
al People’s Congress,” he said.

Under the new law, Hong Kong’s 
legislature will be expanded from 
70 to 90 seats.

Only 20 of those seats will now be 
directly elected, down from 35, Tam 
said. The majority – 40 – will be cho-
sen by a vetting committee.

The remaining 30 will be chosen 
by “functional constituencies” – 
bodies representing certain indus-
tries and special interest groups. 

Anyone standing for election 
will have to be vetted for their 
political views.

Tam revealed that the vetting com-
mittee would be created by authori-
ties in Hong Kong and the city’s new 
national security apparatus would 
have a say in who gets approved.

“The National Security Commit-
tee and the National Security 
Police will provide reports on eve-
ry single candidate to assist the 
vetting by the qualification review 
committee,” he said. AFP

May Kunmakara

MALAYSIAN-OWNED telecoms 
service provider Smart Axiata Co Ltd, 
a subsidiary of Kuala Lumpur-listed 
Axiata Group Bhd, said it will inject 
another $90 million into the King-
dom’s mobile network infrastruc-
ture this year to expand and improve 
its network and ensure stable and 
fast mobile broadband connectivity 

for subscribers nationwide.
The investment, dubbed “The 2021 

Network Infrastructure Improvement 
Programme”, will be used to enhance 
its existing 4G LTE network to provide 
nationwide coverage and enable a 
smoother transition to 5G wireless 
services – and “turbo-charged mobile 
broadband speeds” – pending gov-
ernment approval to roll out full 
commercial services, Smart said in a 

press release on March 30.
“Mobile telecommunication is 

absolutely essential for elevating 
Cambodia’s economy into the digital 
age. Access to 4G is fundamental for 
subscribers as it enables them to 
obtain the latest Covid-19 information, 
run their businesses online, access 
online education, perform mobile 
transactions and stay connected with 
friends and family,” it said.

Smart CEO Thomas Hundt 
stressed that investment in key 
infrastructure and regular improve-
ments in services are a consistent 
cornerstone of the mobile provider’s 
operations in the Kingdom.

“This year is no different, despite the 
very real challenges of the pandemic. 
These challenges also drive us to
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reel it in
Fishermen cast a fine-meshed nylon net along the Tonle sap river just off of chroy changvar district in northeastern phnom penh on Tuesday. The Kingdom’s freshwater capture fisheries 
production clocked in at 413,200 tonnes last year, down 13.71 per cent on a yearly basis, preliminary figures from the Fisheries administration released in december show. HONG MENEA
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 Nov Sivutha

THE National Election Com-
mittee (NEC) plans to hold a 
pilot election on May 23 to test 
the accuracy of registered 
political parties, candidate 
and voter lists, and vote count-
ing using information technol-
ogy. The election is in prepara-
tion for the upcoming 
commune and national elec-
tions set to take place in 2022 
and 2023 respectively.

NEC deputy secretary-gen-
eral Som Sorida told The Post 
on March 30 that NEC had 
designated 50 electoral of-
fices across the country, with 
two commune electoral of-
fices chosen from the capital 
and provinces.

“NEC will record the names 
of citizens registered in these 
communes to make a draft 
list. In the coming elections, 
NEC will enter voting data 
into a computer system and 
let computers process the re-
sults from the commune level 
to NEC,” he said.

The purpose of the elec-
tion, he noted, was to use 
information technology to 
register political parties and 
a list of candidates who stand 
for election. This means the 
next elections would not be 
manual as in previous ones. 
In the next elections, he said 
the results would be checked 
and tallied through a com-
puterised system.

He said with the pilot elec-
tion, NEC also wanted to 
see the efficiency of a round 
stamp with a check mark in-
stead of pens as the primary 
means voters use to mark 

ballot papers. This is to avoid 
ticking which prompted com-
plaints in the past.

He said the pilot election is 
also a test on how elections 
could be organised amid 
Covid-19 crisis. He expected 
the pandemic could be pro-
longed until the commune 
and national elections in 2022 
and 2023.

“This is good in the context 
of Covid-19. We observed the 
Indian elections in 2020 when 
it was held during the pan-
demic. The experience we re-
ceived from the elections will 
provide information on how 
we hold elections and pre-
cautionary measures needed 
in electoral offices,” he said, 
adding that the government 
had no plan to delay the 2022 
commune elections.

Cambodian Youth Party 
president Pich Sros said he 
had not yet received informa-
tion on this pilot election.

“This is a good thing that 
NEC will hold this pilot elec-
tion to keep up with the cur-
rent situation and the digital 
age. If possible, we should do 
it because it is better and no 
one can cheat. We would be 
ready to participate in this 
election,” he said.

Korn Savang, the survey 
and advocacy coordinator at 
the Committee for Free and 
Fair Elections in Cambodia, 
welcomed the move.

“NEC should be open to 
participation, discussion and 
public opinion. It should 
collect inputs from relevant 
stakeholders more widely so 
that the election process has 
more credibility,” he said.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

NEARLY 50 pig traders along the 
border in Banteay Meanchey 
province gathered at the 
O’Beichoan Commune Hall on 
March 30 to seek solutions from 
the authorities concerning the 
import of pigs from Thailand to 
Cambodia. They say a pig im-
porting company has blocked 
them from doing business.

Te Kimlong, a representative 
for the pig traders in O’Chrov 
district’s O’Beichoan com-
mune, told The Post on March 
30 that they earned just enough 
to support their families.

“Each week, I would go buy 
pigs from Thai farmers at the 
border twice, importing one 
or two pigs at a time depend-
ing on whether their size. We 
transported them by motor-
bike and then slaughtered 
them to supply vendors in 
O’Beichoan market,” he said.

He said the local authorities 
understood their situation 
and allowed them to import 
pigs, but recently a senior 
military officer driving a car 
with RCAF (Royal Cambodian 
Armed Forces) licence plates 
had chased them along the 
border in Svay Chek district. 

The officer claimed to be the 
representative of a company 

that had exclusive licence to 
import animals from Thailand.

“We’ve come to seek help 
from the local authorities to ne-
gotiate with the military officer 
representing the company to 
allow us to continue to do busi-
ness. Our small business only 
earns a little income to feed our 

families,” Kimlong said.
O’Beichoan commune chief 

Tol Sarin said a total of 47 pig 
and pork vendors in the com-
mune had petitioned him 
asking him to either intervene 
or help them bring the case to 
O’Chrov district or provincial 
authorities.

“There’s not a lot I can do in 
this situation either, but I will 
send their petition to the dis-
trict administration and ask 
them to resolve it,” he said.

Sarin said the military of-
ficer had been identified as 
Svay Chek district military 
commander Yoeung Pok.

Reached on March 30 for 
comment, Pok said he repre-
sented the Lim Sivmey Com-
pany in the province. He said 
he only stopped pigs being 
illegally imported from Thai-
land and sent them to the 
officials in charge of border 
customs to be dealt with ac-

cording to the law.
He said the officials at the 

border were worried that ani-
mals imported from Thailand 
that went unchecked could 
have diseases and cause an 
outbreak of local infections.

“The company is being 
cheated by brokers who im-
port dozens of pigs from 
Thailand illegally and try to 
evade taxes and the animal 
health inspections. This leads 
to a loss of state tax revenue 
and affects the [profits] of le-
gitimate companies,” he said.

Hun Sarath – deputy direc-
tor of the Department of Ani-
mal Health and Production 
under the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisheries – 
said Pok was helping prevent 
the importation of cases of 
African swine flu from Thai-
land – where it is known to be 
circulating – into Cambodia.

“Illegally importing pigs 
from abroad not only causes 
a loss of state tax revenue but 
it also poses health risks, be-
cause those animals do not 
have health certificates is-
sued by the officials of the ex-
porting country,” he said. 

Sarath urged traders to stop 
importing live pigs illegally 
without animal health in-
spections.
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Justice ministry, OHCHR set to 
discuss legal, judicial reforms
Voun Dara

O
FFICIALS from the 
Ministry of Justice 
and Office of the UN 
High Commissioner 

for Human Rights (OHCHR) 
have agreed to hold a virtual 
Technical Working Group 
(TWG) meeting in April to dis-
cuss reforms of the Kingdom’s 
legal and judicial system. 

Justice ministry spokes-
man Chin Malin told The 
Post on March 30 the meeting 
was scheduled following his 
meeting via video conference 
with OHCHR Cambodia rep-
resentative Pradeep Wagle on 
March 29.

The meeting covered the 
achievements both sides had 
made and adjustments to the 
cooperation to be implement-
ed in the context of Covid-19. 
Both sides also discussed 
holding the TWG meeting in 
April with development part-
ners and civil society groups 
on the reforms.

“We agreed to set up TWG 
with myself and Pradeep Wa-
gle as co-chairmen, and joined 
by development partners and 
civil society groups. We will 
discuss how development 
partners and stakeholders can 
contribute to the implemen-
tation of legal and judicial 
system reform programmes in 
2021,” Malin said.

Pradeep told The Post on 
March 30 that UN Human 
Rights and the Ministry of 
Justice met in their capacity 
as co-chairs of the Technical 
Working Group on Legal and 
Judicial Reform (TWG-LJR), 
which is similar to other 

working groups that cooper-
ate with the ministry. 

TWG brings together the 
government, development 
partners and civil society 
organisations to exchange 
information concerning ad-
ministrative reforms to the 
justice and legal systems. 

Am Sam Ath, deputy director 
for rights group Licadho, said 
on March 30 that legal and 
judicial reforms in Cambodia 
are gaols the government had 
set a long time ago, though the 

process has been slow.
“The problems of judicial 

system in Cambodia have 
drawn public criticism. We 
see that OHCHR, especially 
the special rapporteur on hu-
man rights situation in Cam-
bodia, has made a series of 
recommendations relating 
to judicial reforms to restore 
public trust,” he said.

Sam Ath supported the on-
going meetings and coopera-
tion by both sides. 

He said that after justice min-

ister Koeut Rith had taken of-
fice, a number of new reforms 
were carried out such as clear-
ing a backlog of cases at mu-
nicipal and provincial courts 
across the country. A policy 
was also established to solve 
disputes outside the courts.

“We have observed that jus-
tice officials have accelerated 
court proceedings and many 
commissions were set up to 
carry out the reforms. So, we 
see that these activities have 
just begun,” he said.

Justice ministry spokesman Chin Malin holds a meeting with OHCHR Cambodia representative Pradeep 
Wagle via video conference on Monday. Justice Ministry

Pig vendors protest in O’Beichoan commune of Banteay Meanchey province’s O’Chrov district on Monday. Facebook

NEC pilot elections on 
May 23 employ tech to 
test system’s accuracy 

Pig traders grappling with import licence restrictions
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meanwhile, National assembly pres-
ident heng Samrin called on the pub-
lic to join the fight against covid-19 by 
implementing health measures at all 
times with the utmost responsibility.

“To prevent covid-19 from spreading 
and harming our society further, the 
government is mobilising all available 
means to acquire covid-19 vaccines for 
the cambodian people – including 
donations from friendly countries and 
international [development] partners, as 
well as through purchase orders,” he said.

Samrin praised the government’s 
ambitious project to vaccinate over 10 
million people in the country at a min-
imum rate of one million doses per month 
in order to bring an end to the crisis.

Pauline Tamesis, UN resident 
coordinator in cambodia, said UN 
staff members in cambodia are all 
grateful to be included in the govern-
ment’s National Deployment and 
Vaccination Plan as requested by the 
UN secretary-general.

“UN personnel in cambodia must 
do our part to combat the covid-19 
pandemic, and this includes receiving 
vaccinations to protect ourselves, our 
families, our communities and the 
communities we serve,” she said.

Tamesis added that cambodia 
could only begin to “build back bet-
ter” once the pandemic was brought 
under control. 

“We are being vaccinated so that 
we can stay and deliver [on the UN’s 
commitments to the cambodian 
people],” she said.

 according to a report from the health 
ministry, from February 10 to march 29 
a total of 390,456 people had been vac-
cinated – 256,625 civilians and 133,831 
members of the armed force. 

UN’s Tamesis
thanks nation 
for jab access

Nov Sivutha

ThE Battambang Provincial 
administration has been ex-
ploring the possibility of reallo-
cating more than 900ha of for-
est land in Samlot district into 
social land concessions for poor 
people and retired soldiers.

Deputy provincial governor 
Soeum Bunrith told The Post 
on march 29 that the provincial 
administration was surveying 
land under the jurisdiction of 
the ministry of Environment 
in Phnom Samkos Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Samlot.

Bunrith said the intention 
was to convert it into social 
land concessions based on 
guidelines from the ministry 
of Land management, Urban 
Planning and construction.

according to Bunrith, the 
provincial administration is 
evaluating the condition of 
the 900ha and whether it is 
arable and has water sources, 
which are the basic needs for 
those who would apply for it.

When the study is finished, 
the results would be submit-
ted to relevant authorities with 
the environment and land 
management ministries as 
facilitators. The result would 
then be submitted to the head 
of the government for a final 
decision on allocation.

“Identifying poor people 
and retired soldiers is not 

the provincial authorities’ 
responsibility. The land man-
agement ministry determines 
who gets the land. The ad-
ministration is just looking 
for plots, while the next pro-
cedure rest with the relevant 
ministries,” he said.

heng Sayhong, provincial 
coordinator for rights group 
Licadho, said providing social 
land concessions to the needy 
was good work as some poor 
people do not have enough 
land to provide for family mem-
bers  who start new families.

“Government or provincial 
authorities should find state 
land to convert it into social 
concession land. It’s the best 
way to provide land to those in 
need or the poor,” Sayhong said.

he said the province still 
has a lot of unoccupied land 
in Samlot and other districts 
which could be transferred 
into social concession land. 

“Some state land in this 
province has no forest, so 
we should convert it into so-
cial concession land and give 
them to people in need, and 
the best way is to do it is with 
transparency,” he said.

according to the envi-
ronment ministry’s report, 
Phnom Samkos Wildlife Sanc-
tuary has 335,750ha spanning 
Battambang province’s Sam-
lot district and areas in Pursat 
and Koh Kong provinces.

B’bang province plans 
social land concessions

Provinces set for vaccination drive

ministry reviews clemency requests

Mom Kunthear

P
rOVINcIaL authorities have 
prepared accommodations 
for medical staff assigned by 
the government to carry out 

large-scale vaccination campaigns 
throughout the country. 

Some provinces, however, say they 
have a sufficient number of their own 
medical specialists on site and do not 
need additional help, thereby obviat-
ing the need for such preparations. 

Oddar meanchey deputy pro-
vincial governor Dy rado told The 
Post on march 30 that officials had 
already prepared accommodations 
in advance of the arrival of the vol-
unteer medical teams.

“In Oddar meanchey province we 
have accommodations in Samrong 
town, anlong Veng and Tapaing Prasat 
districts. chongkal and Banteay ampil 
districts have no hotels or guesthous-
es, but medical professionals working 
there can travel in from town because 
it isn’t very far,” he said.

he added that he had yet to receive 
a definitive report from the govern-
ment regarding the number of volun-
teer medical teams being sent to his 
province, but that they already have 
their specialists inoculating residents 
aged 60 and over. Oddar meanchey 
has 260,000 residents in total.

Preah Sihanouk provincial gover-
nor Kuoch chamroeun has instruct-
ed district governors in the province 
to take a headcount of motor taxi, 
tuk-tuk and taxi drivers and other 
transporters of tourists who will be 
volunteering for covid-19 jabs. 

“To protect [public] health, those 
in these professions will be given 
covid-19 vaccinations free of charge 
during the upcoming campaign be-
cause they are at greater risk of infec-
tion,” chamroeun said in a letter. 

Preah Sihanouk provincial hall 

spokesman Kheang Phearum said 
on march 30 that the province had 
already prepared accommodations 
for volunteer doctors, but he could 
not yet confirm the number of lo-
cations where vaccinations will be 
carried out.

Kampong Speu provincial gover-
nor Vei Samnang said his province 
would have no problems carrying 
out the vaccination campaign be-
cause there are enough medical 
professionals on hand.

“We don’t need to find hotels or 

guesthouses for medical teams as-
signed by the government. Kam-
pong Speu already has sufficient 
medical specialists to get the work 
done,” he said.

Samnang added that the province 
had established nine vaccination 
sites with appropriate medical fa-
cilities to treat anyone should they 
have an allergic reaction to the jab.   

“We have 90 medical profession-
als preparing to administer this 
vaccination. We’ve divided them 
into 10 groups, each comprising 

nine members and we plan to in-
oculate at least 2,000 residents per 
day,” he said.

On march 29, hun Sen announced 
a large-scale covid-19 vaccination 
campaign that will roll out at least 
one million doses per month na-
tionwide until at least 10 million 
people have been vaccinated.

as of march 30, cambodia had 
recorded a total of 2,377 covid-19 
cases with 1,186 receiving ongoing 
treatment and 11 confirmed deaths 
from the decease.

Lay Samean

ThE ministry of Justice will hold a meet-
ing on march 31 to review and evaluate 
the list of 542 prisoners eligible for sen-
tence reductions or pardons for the up-
coming Khmer New Year holiday in april.

ministry of Justice spokesman Kim 
Santepheap told The Post on march 30 
that justice minister Koeut rith will chair 
a virtual national commission meeting 
to review the lists.

The meeting will evaluate requests 
from 23 prisons and four correctional 
centres for a total of 542 inmates, 68 of 
them women – pardons for 70 inmates 
and sentence reductions for 472.

Santepheap said sentence reduc-
tions and pardons could be granted on 
a humanitarian basis for inmates who 
have severe illnesses, pregnant women 
or women who have a child living with 
them in detention. Inmates who are 
mentally ill and elderly are also eligible 
for clemency on this basis.

he said an inmate can only receive a 
reduction to their sentence if they have 
served one-third of their total prison 
terms. The pardon commission will 
also review the specific crimes and 
damage done to society by an inmate 
when considering whether or not they 
should be pardoned or have their pris-
on term reduced.

“For some prisoners, the national par-
don commission cannot provide any 
concessions. For example, drug kingpins 
or rapists – particularly the rape [of a 
family member] – and murders commit-
ted with unusual cruelty,” he said.

according to Santepheap , after review-
ing and evaluating the lists, the ministry 

will submit them to King Norodom Si-
hamoni through Prime minister hun Sen.

am Sam ath, deputy director for the 
rights group Licadho, said in recent years 
sentence reductions and pardons had far 
fewer irregularities compared to the past.

 “[Following reforms] by the prime 
minister a few years ago, we’ve seen an 
improvement. There used to be sen-
tence reduction or pardon requests for 
hundreds or thousands of inmates on 
every holiday. 

“But now there are regulations and 
an organised process that goes through 
several stages and the number of inmate 
requests has dropped,” he said. 

 Sam ath said, however, that in all cas-

es the authorities should apply the law 
appropriately and transparently and the 
process should also be fair to prisoners 
who make sincere efforts to rehabilitate 
themselves while incarcerated.

Sentence reduction and pardon re-
quests are now granted on five national 
holidays: Victory Day (January 7), Khmer 
New Year, Visak Bochea, National Inde-
pendence Day and Water Festival.

The royal decree states: “The sen-
tence reductions and pardons for pris-
oners are aimed at reintegrating them 
into society or for humanitarian pur-
poses and can only be applied to pris-
oners who have been convicted and 
sentenced by final verdict.”

Health  workers in Kampong Speu province administer Covid-19 vaccination on March 1. Kampong Speu provincial adminiStration

Prisoners at the Phnom Penh Municipal Court in 2019. Heng cHivoan



Land disputants 
beat prosecutor  
for intervening 

PREAH Vihear province’s Kulen district 
administration is investigating a land 
dispute in Phnom Tbeng II commune’s 

Kdak village after a provincial court deputy 
prosecutor, Vuth Savy, was beaten while 
leading a force to stop forest encroachment 
in the area on March 24. 

Kulen district governor Pang Yeak said he 
could not comment as he was not present 
at the scene, but he confirmed that he in-
structed his officials to investigate the case.

“The problem concerning forest land is very 
complex. Some said the problem was like this 
while others said it was like that. I don’t dare 
interpret this particular issue. Let my working 
group investigate the history of the land. 

“As for the violence inflicted on the pros-
ecutor, it is in the hands of the court. That’s 
all I know,” he said.

Kulen district police chief Lahn Ly Sivleng 
said he was also unaware of the case. 
Based on accounts from local police who 
went there, the prosecutor just told them to 
return to the station.

“When the incident happened, the pros-
ecutor called police who went looking for 
him. We don’t know for sure what happened. 
When the police arrived, the prosecutor 
had returned to his car. Then our forces 
withdrew from the area,” he said.

Provincial Forestry Administration direc-
tor Nuon Sokhom said suspects had used 
machinery to clear 7ha of forest land, which 
is under the authority of the provincial 
administration. 

He said his officials had the identities of 
the suspects behind the offence. He sent a 
case file to court on March 29, but declined 
to elaborate on the incident. 

Deputy prosecutor Vuth Savy also de-
clined to comment and referred questions 
to Chak Sambath, Preah Vihear Provincial 
Court spokesperson who could not be 
reached. Orm BunthOeurn

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

S
TUNG Hav district authori-
ties in Preah Sihanouk prov-
ince have removed soil that 
was dumped into the sea 

along the coast to create new land 
in an area without authorisation 
and are working to determine the 
identity of the responsible parties.

District governor Chhay Sokun-
da told The Post on March 29 that 
unknown persons had illegally 
dumped soil into the sea, filling in 
2,400sqm at a location in Village 4 
of Otres commune in early March. 

“We haven’t been able to identify 
them yet. The perpetrators may not 
be local residents living in Stung 
Hav district,” he said

Sokunda said his administration 
would investigate to bring the of-
fenders to court.

Environmental activist San Mala 
urged authorities to search for the 
identity of the perpetrators and 
bring them to justice. 

“If the authorities really want to find 
them, the perpetrators would not 
be able to escape. The soil dumped 
there was not just 10 or 20 trucks of 
dirt, but hundred of trucks. So, they 
couldn’t hide this from the eyes of the 
villagers or authorities,” he said.

In a similar case, Koh Kong provin-
cial authorities has issued a one-week 
ultimatum to a woman identified as 
Leang Him to remove soil she has used 
to fill in a creek and mangrove forest 
in the Peam Krasop Wildlife Sanctu-

ary. The soil has partly been removed 
but the work is not yet complete.

Deputy provincial governor Sok 
Sothy told The Post on March 29 that 
Him had admitted to dumping soil  
into the protected creek and man-
grove forest covering a surface area 
of around 3,300sqm. She promised 
to remove it all within one week.

“The provincial administration 
has found that she is actively re-
moving soil from the area. But be-
cause she has just one excavator, 
she could not fulfil the agreement 
on time. So we gave her another 
week to clear all the soil and replant 
mangrove trees,” Sothy said.

Him could not be reached for 

comment. 
Kim Sophem, chief of Tuol Koki 

commune in Mondul Seima dis-
trict, said Him’s workers had tried to 
purchase mangrove trees from local 
communities in order to plant them 
in the area but they could not find 
them because mangrove trees are 
mostly planted in July or August.

An excavator removes soil used to fill-in a mangrove area in Koh Kong province’s Mondul Seima district on Monday. FaceBOOk
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Hunt for suspects continues 
after P Sihanouk sea restored



Nov Sivutha

P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen has decided to 
create Bokor town in 
Kampot province’s 

Bokor area by combining 
three communes from the 
province’s Teuk Chhou dis-

trict to ease administration 
and aid development.

According to a sub-decree 
signed by the prime minister 
on March 16, the three com-
munes were Boeung Touk, 
Koh Touch and Prek Tnort. 

The sub-decree said the 
structure and management 

of Bokor town must comply 
with laws governing the ad-
ministration of the capital, 
provinces, municipalities, and 
districts.

Article 4 of this sub-decree 
said the number of members 
of Bokor town council and 
Teuk Chhou district council 
shall be arranged according 
to the Law on the Adminis-
tration of Capital, Province, 
Town and District and the law 
on electing capital, provincial, 
town, and district councils.

Provincial administration 
spokesman Vit Vathana wel-
comed the decision to create 
Bokor town. He said it was  
good for the province as it 
will make it easier to man-
age the area and accelerate 
development.

“The leader’s goal for cre-
ating this town is with the 
purpose of development, be-
cause the area has a lot of in-
vestments which could boost 
the local economy,” said Vit.

Vit said that the provincial 
administration and the gov-
ernment have already pre-
pared a budget for develop-
ing infrastructure. However, 
he did not specify the budget 
size for development.

According to Vit, in the past 
Kampot province had one 
town and seven districts – but 
now the province has two 
towns and six districts.

A bird’s-eye view of the Preah Monivong Bokor National Park in Kampot 
province earlier this month. supplied

Motobike theft 
ring broken up 
by B Meanchey 
Military Police
BANTEAY Meanchey Provincial Court 
on March 30 placed three men in pre-
trial detention after they were arrested 
for theft and receiving stolen property 
in Poipet town.  

Military Police commander Nuon 
Ninaro said that during the crackdown, 
officers detained Keo Kosal, 18, for 
attempting to steal a motorbike from a 
villager in Poipet commune on March 
26.

“After confessing to the crime, the 
suspect lead our force to arrest two 
others who had received stolen prop-
erty,” he said. 

Ninaro identified the two as Lay San, 
49, and Penh Veasna, 25, both are 
residents in the commune.

According to Nuon, the suspects were 
sent to the provincial court on March 
30 after 48 motorbikes were confis-
cated and impounded by the provincial 
Military Police.   

Provincial court spokesman Teng 
Samai said that after questioning, the 
investigating judge had charged and 
ordered their detention at the provincial 
prison. 

“One [Keo] was charged with theft 
under Article 356 of the Criminal Code 
and the other two [Lay and Penh] with 
receiving stolen properties under Ar-
ticle 400 of the Criminal Code,” he said.

According to Article 356, the accused 
face up to three years imprisonment 
and a fine of between one and six 
million riel ($250 and $1,500) if found 
guilty. Under Article 400, the accused 
face between two and five years in 
prison and a fine of between four and 
10 million riel. Khouth sophaK ChaKrya
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Kim Sarom

THE Banteay Meanchey Pro-
vincial Court questioned a 
Poipet commune councillor 
on March 30 regarding alle-
gations that he brought five 
people to the border to cross 
into Thailand through an ille-
gal border-crossing in Poipet 
town on March 29.

Prom Theng, the provin-
cial Military Police’s judicial 
bureau chief, told The Post 
on March 30 that 47-year-old  
Yim Nov – a member of the 
Poipet commune council re-
siding in Samaki Meanchey 
village – was being questioned 
by a prosecutor.

“The prosecutor continues 

to question him and after he’s 
finished he’ll send him to the 
investigating judge. 

“But it’s already after noon 
and my officers haven’t re-
turned from the court yet,” he 
said, adding that he did know 
about the specific charges.

According to Theng, the sus-
pect has three nieces – one 
of whom is married to a Thai 
man. The niece’s Thai hus-
band and his brother had been 
in Cambodia, but now they, 
along with Nov’s three nieces, 
wanted to return to Thailand 
but could not go through the 
Poipet international border 
checkpoint because none of 
them had passports.

Instead, Nov drove them all 

to the border in his car and 
they tried to cross into Thai-
land via an unofficial cor-
ridor in Samaki Meanchey 
village.

However, as soon as Nov 
stopped the car to let his niec-
es and the two Thai men get 
out he was immediately spot-
ted by Military Police patrol-
ling the corridor.

According to Theng, the 
Military Police had attempted 
to arrest the entire group but 
Nov’s three nieces and the 
two Thai nationals all fled 
into Thailand – leaving their 
backpacks full of clothing 
behind at the border – along 
with their uncle Nov, who was 
then promptly arrested.

Poipet councillor arrested near 
Thai border for aiding crossing

Communes added to 
Kampot’s Bokor town  

Officers inspect the site where the suspects attempted to illegally cross into Thailand on Monday. poliCe

Sleeping mask
A tuk-tuk driver takes a nap while wearing a face mask to protect against Covid-19 on Charles de Gaulle Boulevard (Street 217) in Phnom Penh’s Prampi Makara district on 
Tuesday. heNG ChiVoaN



Hin Pisei

O
NION Mobility Co Ltd has unveiled a 
bunch of prototypes of its upcoming 
Onion T1 electric auto-rickshaw, to be 
produced domestically and put on sale 

within the year.
The prototypes were flown in last week from 

South Korea and showcased publicly on March 28.
This comes just over a month after the Council 

for the Development of Cambodia (CDC) gave 
the nod to the company’s $20 million electric 
motorbike and auto-rickshaw assembly plant, 
the first of its kind in the Kingdom.

Located in Kandal province’s Suvannaphum 
Special Economic Zone (SSEZ), the factory is ex-
pected to generate 380 jobs, according to CDC.

According to company plans, the plant will be 
online and churning out Onion T1s for the do-
mestic market before December 31.

Onion Mobility is a subsidiary of Singapore-
based MVLLABS Pte Ltd (MVL), the company 
behind the TADA app, Southeast Asia’s first 
blockchain-based zero-commission ride-hailing 
service, which is operated in Cambodia by MVL 
TADA (Cambodia) Co Ltd.

The Onion T1 can travel 100km on a full charge 
at an average cost of $2, Onion Mobility said in a 
press release, noting that this is 20 per cent cheap-
er than the liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) coun-
terparts so heavily used on Cambodian roads.

It described the Onion T1 as a modern, com-
fortable, noiseless and cost-effective vehicle with 
an attractive appearance that contributes to en-
vironmental protection.

MVL TADA Cambodia general manager Chim 
Poly told The Post on March 30 that the auto-rick-
shaw received loads of attention from the public 
at the public display.

“This is just a preview of the real Onion T1 for 
the public to see. Large-scale installation for mar-
ket [production] has not yet begun – the company 

needs more time to dig into the details of prices 
and actual market demand,” he said.

The Onion T1 will increase income for drivers, 
he said, asserting that its comfortable ride would 
benefit the community as a whole.

According to Poly, the company is also in the 
process of setting up in Phnom Penh showrooms 
and “Onion Stations” to charge the vehicles.

MVL founder and CEO Kay Woo said electric 
auto-rickshaws will come in vogue once the lo-

cally-assembled Onion T1 hits the market, laud-
ing it as a “competitive vehicle linked to TADA 
travel bookings”.

“We are creating an ecosystem that can finan-
cially assist auto-rickshaw drivers in Cambodia,” 
he said.

There were 35,218 auto-rickshaws registered in 
the Kingdom at end-2019, according to the Min-
istry of Public Works and Transport’s 2019 annual 
performance report.
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,680 16,760 16,800 16,000

2 GTI 4,060 4,060 4,060 4,000

3 PAS 13,060 13,080 13,080 13,000

4 PEPC 3,060 3,060 3,060 3,010

5 PPAP 13,080 12,900 13,100 12,900

6 PPSP 1,920 1,890 1,920 1,880

7 PWSA 6,440 6,400 6,440 6,380

Date: March 30, 2021

Business
USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,059 1.2584 6.565 110.27 4.1510 1.3471 31.25 0.7635 1.1742 1.3763

Continued from page 1

ensure our customers can rely on our 
network to keep them in touch with 
others and to be productive, even as 
they follow social distancing protocols 
during these difficult times.

“In the coming months, customers 
will see significant improvements in 
our network, while we will be able to 
deliver better online learning, gam-
ing, video, music and overall internet 
experiences,” he said. 

As of May, the number of active 
mobile phone subscriptions across 
the Kingdom’s six operators was 
20,481,051, down by 0.08 per cent 
year-on-year, the latest data from 
Telecommunication regulator of 
Cambodia show. This figure is the 
equivalent of 124.09 per cent of the 
total population.

At the same time, the number of 
landline and fixed-line subscriptions 
numbered just 52,480 as of end-May, 
slipping 21.62 per cent from the end 
of the same period in 2019.

The number of mobile internet 
subscriptions across Cambodia’s 
seven providers also recorded a 2.36 
per cent drop to 14,863,435, whereas 
fixed broadband internet subscrip-
tions across the Kingdom’s 37 provid-
ers logged a 33.07 per cent climb to 
249,132.

Boasting eight million subscribers 
and a 4G LTE network that covers 91.5 
per cent of the population, Smart 
noted that it runs some 3,000 net-
work sites across the Kingdom.

“By the end of 2021, Smart Axiata 
plans to add 350 sites to meet the 
growing demand for robust and 
dependable connectivity. Besides 
deploying those additional network 
sites, existing network sites will 
receive substa nt ia l capacit y 
upgrades too.

“With the rapid adoption of 4G by 
Smart’s subscribers, Smart is also 
progressing to gradually shut down 
its 3G network in the course of 2021 
by repurposing the residual frequen-
cy spectrum used for 3G to 4G.

“As of the end of 2020, Smart has 
invested $1.88 billion in the country 
while paying $562 million in taxes, 
fees and levies to the nation’s treasury 
thus far,” it said.

On the Bursa Malaysia, Axiata 
Group’s share price fell six sen (1.45 US 
cents) or 1.56 per cent to close at 3.79 
ringgit ($0.91) on March 30 for a market 
capitalisation of 34.76 billion ringgit, 
with 3.07 million shares traded.

‘Substantial’ 
upgrades in 
services amid 
5G transition

Locally-made electric auto-rickshaw 
on sale by end of 2021, maker says

SINET, Philippine firm team up for telecoms solutions
Thou Vireak

ThE Philippines’ PLDT Global Corp 
(PGC) unveiled a new partnership 
with Cambodia’s SINET, a registered 
trademark of SI Group Co Ltd, to 
broaden its regional footprint and 
supply technology solutions that help 
the local telecoms service provider’s 
customers stream more seamlessly.

“In a 2020 study published by 
Media Partners Asia, online video 
streaming minutes in the region grew 
by 60 per cent,” PGC said in a March 
19 press release.

“This underscores the greater need for 
network service providers to rise above 
the challenge in keeping people and 
businesses connected and drive the 
world toward a new and better normal.

“SINET . . . is the latest addition to 
[PGC’s] growing portfolio of inter-
national partners, serving global 
points-of-presence in 100 countries 
across Asia, Europe and the Ameri-
cas,” it said.

PGC senior vice-president and 
chief commercial officer Albert V 
Villa-real lauded the partnership, 
noting that his company’s increased 
content-delivery-network (CDN) 
presence in the Kingdom will trans-
late to a firmer foothold in Asia.

“This will position us as a global 
innovation leader and technology 
service provider that caters not only 
to Filipino businesses, but also to 
international enterprises that 
demand a more comprehensive suite 
of technology services,” he said.

The partnership comes a week after 
the Ministry of Posts and Telecom-
munications on March 23 reiterated 
a call for the Kingdom’s telecoms 
operators to improve the quality of 
mobile and internet services in 
response to the growing number of 
users amid the Covid-19 pandemic.

The volume of internet access has 
seen a significant uptick since the Feb-
ruary 20 community outbreak, which 
has seen cases rise to nearly 2,400 as 
of March 30 and a transition online 
among state and private institutions, 
the ministry noted in a statement.

PGC noted that CDNs provide 
quicker access to digital content 
through web servers or points-of-
presence. “With PGC’s CDN node, 
SINET can now offer CDN solutions 

to over-the-top [OTT] providers and 
other enterprises in Cambodia and 
other key markets in Asia.”

SINET chief technical officer Kong 
Diep noted an immediate improve-
ment in web traffic following the 
creation of the alliance.

“We would like to thank [PGC] for col-
laborating with us. In just a few weeks, 
we have noted significant increases in 
traffic owing to the PLDT CDN – traffic 
which continues to grow.

“hopefully we can collaborate 
more and go together on this path,” 
he said.

PGC added: “This initiative is part 
of [our] broader campaign to enable 
companies to digitally transform and 
perform despite the challenges posed 
by the global health crisis.”

The prototypes of the Onion T1 were flown in last week from South Korea and showcased publicly on Sunday. SUPPLIED
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Start-UPS in Singapore raked 
in S$5.5 billion (US$4.08 bil-
lion) of funding in 2020 despite 
the challenges of covid-19.

this figure, shared by Sec-
ond minister for trade and In-
dustry tan See Leng on march 
30, was lower than the funds 
garnered in recent years.

But it demonstrates the re-
silience of Singapore’s invest-
ment landscape and gives the 
republic confidence that it can 
do well despite the pandemic, 
he said, noting that the amount 
is also almost three times what 
was received five years ago.

In comparison, Singapore 
start-ups drew S$7.5 billion 
in the first nine months of 
2019, and S$14.3 billion for 
the whole of 2018.

Dr tan was speaking at ac-
tion community for Entre-
preneurship’s (acE) com-
munity Day, where a study on 
Singapore’s start-up ecosys-
tem by the World Bank Group 
was launched.

the report highlighted the 
characteristics of Singapore’s 
ecosystem, which includes 
strong government leadership 

and responsiveness to market 
changes, the country’s strong 
university network and its sub-
stantial investment activity.

Singapore is a leader in South-
east asian venture capital (Vc) 
and private equity investment, 
with the country accounting for 
over half of the total aggregate 
value of Vc deals in the aSEaN 
region since 2014.

the city-state is also home to 
numerous ecosystem enablers 
– some 190 incubators, accel-
erators and related intermedi-
ary organisations that support 
start-ups in the republic. more 
than 3,600 tech start-ups are 
based in Singapore.

While the government’s 
support has created a con-
ducive environment for bud-
ding start-ups to take off, its 
extensive involvement could 
be fostering too much depen-
dency on the public sector, 
the World Bank Group’s re-
port highlighted.

Some 69 per cent of start-
ups were participating in gov-
ernment schemes in 2017, a 
significant jump from the 19 
per cent in 2010.

too much government fund-
ing could end up propping up 
firms which should shut, and 
also does not effectively in-
centivise private investors to 
engage with start-ups, it said, 
noting that steps are being 
taken by the government to re-
duce dependency risks.

acquiring and retaining tal-
ent is also another challenge 
which start-ups in Singapore 
face.

While Singapore’s university 
system is strong, the country is 
inherently limited by its small 
size. Start-ups also face com-
petition from multinational 
corporations for talent, and 
restrictions on the number 
of foreign workers they could 
hire are also another stum-
bling block, the report raised.

at the same time, funding 
gaps remain in the country’s 
ecosystem, with Singapore 
ranking below the global aver-
age for early-stage funding.

Start-ups in Singapore look-
ing to venture abroad may also 
find it harder to scale into a 
neighbouring market as they 
face stiffer competition from 

regional counterparts given 
that nearby countries like 
Vietnam and Indonesia have 
also started establishing their 
own start-up ecosystems.

But the government has also 
taken steps to address this, 
such as enhanced regional 
and global connectivity for its 
ecosystem, the report said.

a panel discussion was con-
ducted at the event, which 
was held at action communi-
ty for Entrepreneurship Ide-
ation centre in one-north.

the panel, which included 
World Bank Group senior 
country officer for Singapore 
Daniel Levine and Enter-
prise Singapore director of 
start-up development Lim 
Seow hui, discussed topics 
such as the opportunities 
for start-ups to capture in 
the region as well as ways to 
strengthen Singapore’s start-
up ecosystem.

among the suggestions 
raised was to incentivise suc-
cessful start-up founders to 
contribute back to the eco-
system. THE STRAITS TIMES/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

SoUth Korea’s hyundai oil-
bank on march 29 said it will 
expand its Blue clean cam-
paign to seek solar and hy-
drogen transition throughout 
its value chain – from logistics 
centres to service stations. 
Blue is hyundai oilbank’s 
brand colour.

according to the refinery, it 
will install solar power gen-
eration facilities at leftover 
spaces inside logistics centres 
where petrochemical prod-
ucts are shipped in and out.

a company official said: 
“the logistics centres con-
sume a huge amount of elec-
tricity. hyundai oilbank will 
source the electricity from 
solar power and even make 
profits by selling the remain-
ing electricity.”

hyundai oilbank, which runs 
eight logistics centres in South 
Korea, will conduct pilot tests 
at two locations – one in Seoul 
and the other in a rural region.

the Blue clean campaign 
also includes infrastructure 
investment plans. currently, 
hyundai oilbank has 20 ser-
vice stations with electric ve-
hicle charging systems. the 
company aims to raise the 
figure to 200 by 2023.

at the same time, it will roll 
out 180 hydrogen charging 
stations by 2030. hyundai 
oilbank, which runs only one 
hydrogen charging station, 
aims to establish two to three 
more in the Seoul metropoli-
tan area this year.

at the same time, to pro-
tect the soil beneath the 
pump stations from being 
contaminated by oil leakage, 
hyundai oilbank will install 
a real-time underground oil 
leak detection system known 
as “holmes” at 150 service 
stations this year as part of 
its environmental, social and 
governance efforts.  THE KOREA 

HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

oPEc+ set to reconvene on april 1 
to navigate crude market volatility

S’pore start-ups draw $4B of 2020 funding South Korea’s hyundai 
oilbank steps up solar, 
hydrogen transition

thais up 
derivative 
warrants 
spendingt

hE oPEc+ grouping 
of oil producers will 
hold its third ministe-
rial summit of the year 

via videoconference on april 1 
to discuss output cuts in the 
face of fresh price volatility.

according to SEB analyst 
Bjarne Schieldrop: “the ex-
pectation is that the group will 
hold production steady also 
in may given current physical 
oil market weakness.”

however, he added that “rus-
sia and Kazakhstan are likely 
to lift production yet another 
notch and the group in total is 
probably fine with that”.

the oPEc cartel’s largest 
producer is Saudi arabia but 
the oPEc+ grouping also in-
cludes russia, which produc-
es even more crude oil.

Under its current agreement 
the oPEc+ group is enforcing 
a drastic output cut, meaning 
seven million barrels that could 
be shipped to markets every day 
are being left in the ground.

the aim has been to avoid 
oversupplying a market suf-
fering from a collapse in de-
mand due to the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Without the production 
cuts, limited storage capac-
ity could be saturated and the 
danger of a fall in prices – cur-
rently hovering around $60 
per barrel – is real.

Indeed, the two benchmark 
contracts, the US’ West texas 
Intermediate (WtI) and Eu-
rope’s Brent, have undergone 
a drastic price correction in 
recent weeks and have been 
subjected to fresh price insta-
bility over the last few days, a 
sign of serious market tension.

at the beginning of the year 
the arrival of effective coro-
navirus vaccines had led to 
hopes that widespread lock-
downs, and with them the 

collapse in demand that has 
been a nightmare for the car-
tel, might soon be over.

But then came the third 
wave surge in Europe and 
the spread of the virus in 
key crude consumer markets 
such as India and Brazil.

PVm analyst Stephen 
Brennock said: “oil demand 
trends are not only pressured 
by renewed lockdowns on 
the [European] continent but 
also chaos with its vaccina-
tion programme.”

the International Energy 
agency (IEa) reflected this 
more downbeat outlook in 

forecasts contained in its last 
report this month.

It estimated that global de-
mand could take another two 
years to get back to its pre-
crisis levels.

Despite different opinions 
on how to manage fallout 
from the crisis, oPEc+ has 
been able to unite around a 
very cautious policy of slow 
increase in capacity based on 
“prudence”, a watchword of 
Saudi energy minister Prince 
abdulaziz bin Salman.

to help smaller producers, 
Saudi arabia agreed to re-
duce its own output by an ex-

tra million barrels per day in 
February, march and april.

however this cut “was 
never going to last forever 
and traders are now getting 
increasingly worried that the 
kingdom will not hold on to it 
for much longer” says Louise 
Dickson of rystad.

as such riyadh’s moves at 
this week’s meeting will be es-
pecially keenly watched.

Faced with a constantly 
shifting market, the oPEc+ 
states have agreed to an al-
most monthly rhythm of 
meetings to thrash out policy 
for the month to follow, rather 

than the twice-yearly meet-
ings which were the norm be-
fore the pandemic.

once again the thorny sub-
ject of respect for production 
cut quotas will be hanging 
over the meeting, as well the 
issue of the three producers 
who have thus far been ex-
empted from cuts – Venezu-
ela, Libya and Iran.

on march 31 the group will 
hold preliminary discussions 
in the form of its Joint minis-
terial monitoring committee 
(Jmmc), which is tasked with 
overseeing implementation 
of agreements. Afp

thE value of average daily 
trading of derivative warrants 
in thailand has hit a new high 
this year at 9.9 billion baht 
($316 million), up 46 per cent 
from 6.8 billion baht last year, 
a KGI Securities (thailand) ex-
pert said on march 30.

Janewit chinkunkunniwat, 
managing director of KGI Secu-
rities’ Derivatives Business Di-
vision, said the trading value of 
derivative warrants from Janu-
ary 1 to march 26 was 576 bil-
lion baht thanks to the bounce 
in thai stock market.

he said most investors had 
bought more call warrants 
rather than put warrants. the 
top five derivative warrants 
popular among investors are 
Krung thai card (Ktc) with a 
trading value of 14 billion baht, 
followed by Global Power Syn-
ergy (GPSc) of 11.8 billion baht, 
Energy absolute (Ea) of 11.7 
billion baht, Sri trang agro-
Industry (Sta) of 9.8 billion 
baht and Srisawad corporation 
(SaWaD) of 8.9 billion baht.

“We expect the trading value 
of derivative warrants to rise 
further as it accounts for 10 
per cent of the capital market,” 
Janewit said.

KGI Securities has launched 
260 derivative warrants in the 
first three months of this year, 
compared to 812 for the whole 
of last year.

Janewit added: “We expect 
to launch approximately 1,000 
derivative warrants by the end 
of this year.”

Bualuang Securities head of 
structured products atthanan 
Piyaseth expects investors to 
spend on derivative warrants 
related to the country reopen-
ing in the second quarter of this 
year. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ANN

The OPEC cartel’s largest producer is Saudi Arabia but the OPEC+ grouping also includes Russia, which produces even more crude oil.  Afp
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ThE china International Im-
port Expo (cIIE) Bureau will 
enhance its services for com-
panies and traders interested in 
participating in the 4th cIIE in 
Shanghai this year, according to 
authorities from the bureau.

Sun chenghai, deputy direc-
tor of the bureau, said: “Insti-
tutions in charge of inviting 
exhibitors played a significant 
role during the 3rd cIIE which 
was held in the city from No-
vember 5-10 last year.”

Sun encouraged institutions 
to further enhance the sense 
of responsibility in their job of 
serving exhibitors and high-
lighted the importance of pre-
cise investment promotion, 
related publicity and person-
nel training.

Liu Fuxue, another deputy di-
rector of the bureau, said: “We 
have built a comprehensive 
cooperation mechanism for in-
vestment promotion since the 
second expo, which was shown 
to be efficient in areas such as 
roadshows and communica-
tion between the supply and 
demand sides last year.”

In cooperation with the bu-
reau, institutions in charge of 
attracting exhibitors have ex-
plored ways of improving ser-
vices. For example, last year, 
the National Federation of Ur-
ban Industrial Products Trade 
centers set up a channel on 
the national cross-border trade 
service platform to promote the 
expo online, held offline road-
shows, and offered customised 
services for each exhibitor, ac-
cording to Liu Jia, secretary-
general of the federation.

as for the ongoing prepa-
rations for the 4th cIIE, the 
bureau said it will strengthen 
management and assessment 
on the institutions it is coop-
erating with. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Key china 
expo to up 
services for 
attendees

Vietnamese economy expands 4.48% 
in first quarter: General Statistics Office

SK Innovation battery recycling tech wins US nod

T
hE Vietnamese econ-
omy expanded at 4.48 
per cent in the first 
quarter of this year, 

a positive result in the context 
of the covid-19 pandemic, ac-
cording to the General Statis-
tics Office (GSO).

The economy grew only 3.8 
per cent in the first quarter of 
last year and though the pan-
demic continued to impact 
the economy this year, the 
increased growth was a posi-
tive sign.

The agro-forestry-fishery 
sector grew at 3.16 per cent, 
the industrial and construc-
tion sector 6.3 per cent and 
the services sector at 3.34 per 
cent, contributing 8.34 per 
cent, 55.96 per cent and 35.7 
per cent to overall economic 
growth, respectively.

GSO said the services sec-
tor posted positive growth as 
enterprises took advantage of 
free trade agreements.

The first quarter saw the 
strong recovery of imports 
and exports with total trade 
revenue estimated at $152.65 
billion, a rise of 24.1 per cent 
against the same period last 
year. The country enjoyed a 
trade surplus of $2.03 billion 
in the first quarter.

GSO statistics showed that 
the consumer price index 
(cPI) in march fell by 0.27 
per cent against the previous 
month. On average, the cPI 
rose by 0.29 per cent in the 
first quarter.

“In the context of the covid-
19 with complex develop-
ments in the world, the socio-
economic picture of Vietnam 
in the first quarter of 2021 
remains stable with positive 
results. The growth rate of 
4.48 per cent was a relatively 
good result compared to oth-
er countries in the region and 
around the world,” GSO said.

“The macroeconomy is sta-

ble while inflation is controlled 
at a low level,” it added.

In addition, the disburse-
ment of public investment 
improved significantly in the 
first quarter. The disbursed 
public investment was esti-
mated to total 122.4 trillion 
dong ($5.3 billion) in the 
quarter, accounting for 24.1 
per cent of total investment 
in the economy and up by 
7.5 per cent compared to the 
same period last year – the 
highest rate since 2011.

GSO, however, pointed out 
that the Vietnamese economy 

was facing challenges from 
unpredictable global devel-
opments.

The covid-19 pandemic is 
still disrupting global supply 
chains and affecting many 
industries, including trade, 
tourism and transportation.

“The goal of achieving the 
growth rate of 6.5 per cent re-
mains a big challenge,” GSO 
said.

It was important to con-
tinue to contain the virus 
and carry out the vaccina-
tion programme, GSO said. 
In addition, solutions should 

be offered to help enterprises 
benefit from the government’s 
support packages while pub-
lic investment disbursement 
should be accelerated to drive 
growth.

The focus should be placed 
on providing support to Viet-
namese enterprises to take 
advantage of trade deals to 
expand markets.

Besides, foreign investment 
attraction policies should aim 
at quality and environmen-
tally-friendly capital to pro-
mote economic growth and 
sustainable development.

The government should 
maintain flexible and cau-
tious monetary, interest rate 
and exchange rate policies in 
line with the domestic and in-
ternational market develop-
ments and harmonised with 
other fiscal and macro poli-
cies to control inflation, sup-
port production and prevent 
negative impacts of the world 
market development on the 
domestic market.

credit growth must meet 
the demand for production 
and business, GSO said. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

SK Innovation’s (SKI) bat-
tery recycling technology 
has been verified by argonne 
National Laboratory, a re-
search institute under the US 
Department of Energy, the 
South Korean company said 
on march 29.

according to SKI, the tech-
nology extracts metals inside 
used-up lithium-ion batteries 
for electric vehicles (EV). Lith-
ium retrieved with this tech-
nology emits 74 per cent and 
41 per cent less greenhouse 
emissions compared to that 

produced from mines and salt 
lakes, respectively, according 
to argonne National Labora-
tory’s life cycle assessment on 
SKI’s technology.

“This technology will allow 
us to respond flexibly to global 
environmental regulations,” 

said Lee Sung-joon, director of 
SK Innovation’s Environment 
Science Technology center. 
When lithium is mined at high 
temperatures, the process 
emits a great amount of pol-
lutants to the atmosphere in-
cluding sulphur oxide.

Existing recycling technolo-
gies first retrieve other metals 
– such as nickel, cobalt and 
manganese – then extract 
lithium after. In this process, 
lithium is adulterated. how-
ever, SKI’s technology takes 
out lithium first and foremost 
to maintain its purity.

an SKI official said: “Typical 
recycling technologies recover 
lithium in the form of lithium 
carbonate, which is inadequate 
to reuse for high-nickel batter-
ies. however, SKI’s technology 
extracts lithium directly in the 
form of lithium hydroxide, 
which is suitable for manufac-
turing high-nickel batteries.”

To manufacture high-nickel 
batteries, lithium hydroxide 
is essential, the official added. 
The melting point of lithium 

carbonate is 723 degrees cel-
sius. however, the manufactur-
ing process of high-nickel bat-
teries doesn’t go up as high as 
723 c, which is why high-nickel 
batteries require lithium hy-
droxide, which melts at 462 c.

also, extracting lithium di-
rectly in the form of lithium 
hydroxide can cut costs sig-
nificantly. Typically, lithium 
hydroxide is produced by 
adding catalysts to carbon 
and letting them react with 
each other. This additional 
process drives up the price of 
lithium hydroxide by about 
$1 to $2 per kilogramme.

The technology is the latest 
development under a part-
nership with hyundai motor 
Group, according to SKI.

In September, SKI signed 
an agreement with hyundai 
motor and its sister company 
Kia to together develop an EV 
battery ecosystem including 
the reuse and recycling of EV 
batteries.

however, SKI said imme-
diate commercialisation of 

the technology is unlikely.
“The technology will have 

to wait as there are insuffi-
cient amount of used-up EV 
batteries in the market and 
not enough battery recycling 
infrastructure in Korea,” the 
SKI official said.

argonne National Labora-
tory evaluated SKI’s technol-
ogy based on a model called 
GrEET, short for greenhouse 
gases, regulated emissions and 
energy use in technologies. 
The model, developed with 
funding by the US energy de-
partment, can analyse the life 
cycle of EV batteries in detail.

Based on the model, ar-
gonne National Laboratory 
has conducted environmen-
tal assessments on global au-
tomakers and energy compa-
nies including General motor, 
Ford, chrysler, Exxonmobil, 
Shell and BP. The US state of 
california is expected to uti-
lise the model to draw up its 
carbon regulations for auto-
mobiles. THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

The Vietnamese economy expanded at 4.48 per cent in the first quarter of this year, up 0.68 percentage points on a yearly basis. VIETNAM NEWS 
AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

Hyundai Motor Group executive vice-chairman Chung Euisun (right) shakes hands with SK Group chairman 
Chey Tae-won at SK Innovation’s electric vehicle (EV) battery plant in Seosan, South Chungcheong province, 
South Korea in July. HYUNDAI MOTOR/THE KOREA HERALD



North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un’s influential sister 
slammed the South’s president 
on March 30 as “a parrot raised 
by America” after he criticised 
a missile test by Pyongyang.

the nuclear-armed North 
has a long history of using 
weapons tests to ramp up ten-
sions, and last week carried 
out its first substantive provo-
cation since US President Joe 
Biden’s inauguration.

the US and Japan said the 
weapons fired were ballistic 
missiles – banned under a UN 
Security Council resolution – 
while Pyongyang insisted they 
were tactical guided weapons.

South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in, who has long backed 
engagement with Pyongyang, 
made a carefully measured 
speech on March 26 – when the 
South marked three deadly 
attacks by the North since 1999 
– that did not specifically refer 
to the missile test.

Actions that stand in the way 
of resuming dialogue between 

Pyongyang and Washington 
were “undesirable”, he said.

his speech prompted 
denunciation from Pyongyang, 
with Kim Yo-jong, a key advis-
er to her brother, calling it the 
“height of effrontery”.

She had been “struck speech-
less”, she said in a statement 
carried by the official Korean 
Central News Agency, referring 
to Moon only as the South’s 
“chief executive” and not by 
his name or title.

Calling him “a parrot raised 
by America”, she said he was 
employing “the gangster-like 
logic of the US”.

It is a far cry from the diplo-
macy of 2018, when Moon vis-
ited Pyongyang and gave a 
speech to a vast crowd in the 
May Day Stadium, where at 
one point an image of him and 
Kim Jong-un was displayed 
across a grandstand.

the Biden administration is 
in the final stages of a review 
on policy towards the North, 
and the new US president has 

repeatedly said he will look to 
rebuild the alliances with part-
ners such as South Korea that 
suffered under his predecessor 
Donald trump.

Biden has warned the North 
that “there will be responses if 
they choose to escalate” test-
ing.

he left the door open for fur-
ther diplomacy, but the White 
house on March 29 said a 
summit between him and Kim 
was “not his intention”.

European members of the 
UN Security Council have 
asked for a meeting on March 
30 to discuss the launch. AFP

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un’s influential sister Kim Yo-jong slams 
the South’s president as ‘a parrot raised by America’ who employs ‘the 
gangster-like logic of the US’. POOL/AFP
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US to be ‘leader’ in jab access
t

hE US will be “the 
leader” in vaccinat-
ing the world against 
Covid-19 after mak-

ing rapid progress at home, 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said on March 29.

“I anticipate that, as we con-
tinue to vaccinate the entire 
American population, that we 
will be able to do even more 
around the world,” Blinken 
told a virtual news conference 
after talks at the UN.

“In the months ahead and 
over time, the United States, I’m 
convinced, will be the leader in 
advancing access to vaccines 

around the world,” he said.
the US has already entered 

an agreement to produce vac-
cines in India with support 
from allies Japan and Austra-
lia, eyeing innoculation drives 
in areas of Southeast Asia and 
the Pacific where China has 
sought to expand its clout.

President Joe Biden is also 
sending millions of doses of 
AstraZeneca – which has not 
been approved for use in the 
US – to neighbouring Mexico 
and Canada and has contrib-
uted or committed $4 billion 
to the UN-backed CoVAX 
programme to vaccinate the 

developing world.
Biden dramatically ramped 

up vaccinations across the 
country after taking office on 
January 20, with the White 
house saying on March 29 that 
90 per cent of US adults will be 
eligible for jabs against the dev-
astating disease by April 19.

With the rapid progress, 
the US could soon face a glut 
of doses, creating a dilemma 
on whether or how to donate 
them.

Blinken was responding to 
a question on whether the US 
would supply doses to Brazil 
where the foreign and de-

fence ministers both resigned 
on March 29 amid a devastat-
ing Covid toll and struggles to 
obtain vaccines.

Blinken did not answer di-
rectly but said the relation-
ship with Brazil is “very, very 
important” including on 
fighting climate change, an-
other key priority of Biden.

Brazilian President Jair Bol-
sonaro, one of the staunchest 
international allies of former 
US president Donald trump, 
has shared unfounded theo-
ries on Covid-19 and criti-
cised lockdowns to mitigate 
the spread. AFP

France raises pressure 
on Lebansese officials 
to set up viable gov’t

tehran pardons or cuts 
sentences of over 1,800 
prisoners amid festival

N Korean leader’s sister: South’s Moon a US ‘parrot’

thE French government on 
March 29 said “the time has 
come” to increase internation-
al pressure on Lebanon’s deep-
ly divided political class to form 
a viable government for the 
crisis-wracked nation.

“the solution for ending 
Lebanon’s crisis requires the 
creation of a competent gov-
ernment that is ready to work 
seriously and for the common 
good on implementing reforms 
that everyone acknowledges,” 
the foreign ministry said in a 
statement.

“After seven months of block-
age, the time has come to 
increase the pressure for this to 
happen,” it said.

It added that foreign minister 
Jean-Yves Le Drian had spoken 
with Lebanon’s President 
Michel Aoun as well as parlia-
ment president Nabih Berri 
and prime minister-designate 
Saad hariri after they again 
failed to break the political 
deadlock.

“he reminded them that all 
of Lebanon’s political parties 
bore all the responsibility for 
this impasse,” the ministry 
said.

the Lebanese economy is 
in free-fall, with parliament 
on March 29 approving an 
emergency funding package 
simply to keep the lights on 
after one of the country’s 
largest power plants ran out 
of fuel.

More than half the popula-
tion lives in poverty, according 
to the UN, and protests flared 
again this month by a popula-
tion fed up with a ruling elite 
lambasted as inefficient and 
corrupt.

the French ministry said: “In 
this context, the deliberate 
obstructions to ending the cri-
sis, in particular on the part of 
certain actors of the Lebanese 
political system with unrea-
sonable demands dating from 
another era, must cease imme-
diately.” AFP

IrAN pardoned or cut the sen-
tences of over 1,800 prisoners 
to mark a religious festival cel-
ebrated on March 29, includ-
ing the rare release of 100 
detainees held in connection 
to state security.

Supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei had “agreed to grant 
a pardon or reduce the sen-
tences of 1,849 convicts”, the 
judiciary’s Mizan online web-
site said.

those released included pris-
oners convicted following pro-
tests held in November 2019, 
when a surprise hike in fuel 
prices sparked a wave of dem-
onstrations across Iran.

“one hundred [of the prison-
ers] convicted for reasons relat-
ed to state security are also on 
this pardon list, which includes 
a number of people convicted 
in connection with the events 

of November 2019,” Mizan add-
ed, without further details.

At least 304 people died in the 
2019 unrest, according to Lon-
don-based Amnesty Interna-
tional, while some authorities 
announced 230 deaths during 
what they said were “riots”.

the UN said there were 
“mass arrests” following the 
events of 2019, but no details 
have been released about how 
many were detained then, and 
how many are still held.

the pardons were announced 
on the eve of the religious fes-
tival marking the birth of the 
Mahdi, who Muslim Shiites 
believe must return at the end 
of time to inaugurate a reign 
of justice.

Iran offers pardons to pris-
oners several times a year to 
mark religious or national 
holidays. AFP 

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken holds a virtual meeting with UN General Assembly president Volkan Bozkir via videoconference from the 
Department of State in Washington, DC on Monday. POOL/AFP

Lebanese President Michel Aoun (left) meets prime minister-designate 
Saad Hariri at the presidential palace in Baabda, east of the capital Beirut. 
DALATI AND NOHRA/AFP
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Over 500 killed in 
myanmar junta’s 
brutal crackdown
m

Ore than 500 people 
have been killed in the 
myanmar junta’s brutal 
crackdown on protests 

against its coup to oust civilian lead-
er aung San Suu Kyi, a local monitor-
ing group said on march 30.

The grim toll was passed as world 
powers ramped up their condem-
nation of the military’s ruthless 
campaign against the movement 
demanding the restoration of de-
mocracy and release of Suu Kyi.

Washington suspended a trade pact 
with myanmar and UN chief antonio 
Guterres called for a united global 
front to put pressure on the junta after 
more than 100 protesters were killed 
in a bloody weekend of violence.

Daily rallies across myanmar by 
unarmed protesters have been met 
with tear gas, rubber bullets and live 
rounds.

The assistance association for 
Political Prisoners said it had con-
firmed a total of 510 civilian deaths 
but warned the true toll was prob-
ably significantly higher.

UN secretary-general Guterres 
urged the myanmar authorities to 
undertake a “serious democratic 
transition”.

he told a news conference: “It is ab-

solutely unacceptable to see violence 
against people at such high levels, so 
many people killed.

“We need more unity . . . [and] more 
commitment from the international 
community to put pressure in order 
to make sure that the situation is re-
versed,” he said.

US President Joe Biden’s admin-
istration announced on march 29 
that the 2013 Trade and Investment 
Framework agreement, which laid 
out ways to boost business but was 
not a fully fledged deal, would re-
main suspended until democracy is 
restored.

“The United States strongly con-
demns the Burmese security forces’ 
brutal violence against civilians,” US 
Trade representative Katherine Tai 
said, using myanmar’s former name 
of Burma.

The statement effectively removes 
myanmar from the Generalised Sys-
tem of Preferences, in which the US 
grants duty-free access to some im-
ports from developing nations if they 
meet key standards.

march 28 saw the military mark 
its annual armed Forces Day with a 
major parade of troops and armour 
in the capital Naypyidaw.

But the day also saw bloody repres-

sion of protests around the country, 
with at least 107 people killed, in-
cluding seven children.

Despite the bloodshed, protesters 
turned out again on march 29, with 
mourners at funerals defiantly show-
ing the three-fingered salute that has 
become emblematic of the move-
ment.

The UN Security council will meet 
on march 31 to discuss the situation, 
diplomatic sources said, after Britain 
called for emergency talks.

France condemned the violence as 
“blind and deadly” and china added 
its voice to a chorus of international 
concern on march 29, calling for re-
straint from all sides.

The Kremlin said it was “very con-
cerned” by growing civilian casualties, 
despite acknowledging it was build-
ing ties with the military authorities.

The US, Britain and the eU have all 
imposed sanctions in response to the 
coup and crackdown, but so far dip-
lomatic pressure has not persuaded 
the generals to ease off. AFP

malaysia pays Singapore $76m over 
cancellation of high-speed rail line
malaySIa has paid Singapore about 
S$102.8 million (US$76 million) compen-
sation following the cancellation of a con-
troversial high-speed rail line between the 
neighbours after years of stop-start nego-
tiations, officials said on march 29.

The 350km railway was expected to cut 
travel time between the city-state and the 
malaysian capital Kuala lumpur to 90 
minutes from the four or more hours by 
car currently.

But the neighbours scrapped the project 
in December after failing to agree on chang-
es proposed by a new malaysian govern-

ment, which had taken power after the fall 
of a short-lived reformist administration.

The countries have had fractious relations 
since malaysia expelled Singapore from a 
federation in 1965, ending a brief and stormy 
union of the former British colonies.

malaysia paid S$102.8 million to Singapore 
to reimburse costs incurred for the project, 
both governments said in a joint statement.

They said the amount “represents a full 
and final settlement in relation to the ter-
mination of the bilateral agreement” to 
develop the line.

Singapore signed the deal to build the 

bullet train line in 2016 with the government 
of then-Prime minister Najib razak, but its 
fate was thrown into doubt after Najib was 
defeated in elections two years later.

The new prime minister, mahathir 
mohamad, said he wanted to scrap the 
project as part of an effort to review major 
infrastructure projects approved by his 
scandal-tainted predecessor in a bid to 
cut the country’s debt.

construction was then suspended for two 
years at malaysia’s request and the project 
was finally axed after the collapse of mahathir’s 
coalition government last year. AFP

Mourners follow the coffin of one of three protesters, who were shot dead the day before amid a crackdown by security forces on 
demonstrations against the Myanmar military coup, during their joint funeral in Monywa, Sagaing region. SUPPLIED/AFP

An artist’s impression of Bandar Malaysia station as part of the Kuala Lumpur-Singapore High-Speed Rail project that has since been cancelled. 
EDELMAN/THE STRAITS TIMES

Police identify newlywed 
suicide bombers in east 
Indonesia church attack
TWO suicide bombers who 
attacked an Indonesian cathe-
dral on Palm Sunday were new-
lyweds who joined a pro-Islam-
ic State extremist group, police 
said on march 29, as they arrest-
ed others suspected in the plot.

about 20 people were wound-
ed in the powerful explosion 
outside the church in makassar 
city on Sulawesi island while 
worshippers celebrated the 
start of holy Week.

Both suspects were killed 
instantly after they rode a 
motorbike into the church com-
pound and, when challenged by 
security, detonated a bomb 
packed with nails, police said. 

They were the only fatalities.
about 15 victims remained 

in hospital on march 29, with 
two in intensive care for burn 
injuries. Four have been dis-
charged.

On march 29, Indonesian 
authorities said the pair, iden-
tified through DNa and finger-
print testing, had been mar-
ried for about six months.

The male suspect, who was in 
his mid-twenties, left his family 
a suicide note that said he was 
ready to die as a martyr.

The couple belonged to an 
Islamic study group along with 
several of more than a dozen 
other suspects arrested since 
march 28 over their alleged 
roles in the attack, police said.

National Police chief listyo 
Sigit Prabowo told reporters: 
“They each had their own role, 
including buying the ingredi-
ents, teaching bomb making, 

creating the explosives and 
using them.”

raids at several locations 
including at the couple’s home 
in makassar and others in 
Indonesia’s capital Jakarta 
turned up a cache of powerful 
explosives and bomb-making 
ingredients, authorities said.

march 28’s attack came after 
the arrest of dozens of sus-
pected militants in recent 
months by Indonesia’s coun-
ter-terror squad.

a makassar resident said the 
male bomber was a street food 
seller who lived in a rented 
house near his parents’ home.

“he was nice as a kid . . . but 
when he got older he didn’t 
really socialise around here,” 
said Nuraini, who like many 
Indonesians goes by one name.

Police said the couple were 
members of Jamaah ansharut 
Daulah (JaD), an extremist 
group blamed for series of 
attacks, including 2018 suicide 
bombings at churches in Indo-
nesia’s second-biggest city 
Surabaya, which killed a dozen 
congregants.

JaD was also implicated in a 
2019 cathedral suicide bomb-
ing in the Philippines commit-
ted by a married Indonesian 
couple. That attack killed wor-
shippers and security forces.

Indonesia, the world’s big-
gest muslim majority nation, 
has long struggled with attacks 
by Islamist extremists, includ-
ing the 2002 Bali bombings 
which killed more than 200, 
mostly foreign tourists. AFP
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T
hE covid-19 pan-
demic is the biggest 
challenge to the glo-
bal community 

since the 1940s. at that time, 
following the devastation of 
two world wars, political 
leaders came together to 
forge the multilateral sys-
tem. The aims were clear: to 
bring countries together, to 
dispel the temptations of 
isolationism and national-
ism, and to address the 
challenges that could only 
be achieved together in the 
spirit of solidarity and coop-
eration, namely peace, pros-
perity, health and security. 

Today, we hold the same 
hope that, as we fight to over-
come the covid-19 pandemic 
together, we can build a more 
robust international health 
architecture that will protect 
future generations. There will 
be other pandemics and oth-
er major health emergencies. 
No single government or 
multilateral agency can 
address this threat alone. 

The question is not if, but 
when. Together, we must be 
better prepared to predict, 
prevent, detect, assess and 
effectively respond to pan-
demics in a highly coordinat-
ed fashion. The covid-19 pan-
demic has been a stark and 
painful reminder that nobody 
is safe until everyone is safe. 

We are, therefore, committed 
to ensuring universal and 
equitable access to safe, effi-
cacious and affordable vac-
cines, medicines and diag-
nostics for this and future 
pandemics. Immunisation is 
a global public good and we 
will need to be able to develop, 
manufacture and deploy vac-
cines as quickly as possible. 

This is why the access to 
covid-19 Tools accelerator 
(acT-a) was set up in order 
to promote equal access to 
tests, treatments and vac-
cines and support health 
systems across the globe. 
acT-a has delivered on 
many aspects, but equitable 
access is not achieved yet. 
There is more we can do to 
promote global access. 

To that end, we believe that 
nations should work together 
towards a new international 
treaty for pandemic prepar-
edness and response. 

Such a renewed collective 
commitment would be a 
milestone in stepping up 
pandemic preparedness at 
the highest political level. It 
would be rooted in the con-
stitution of the World health 
Organisation (WhO) in sup-
port of the principle of health 
for all, drawing in other rele-
vant organisations key to this 
endeavour. Existing global 
health instruments, especial-
ly the International health 
regulations, would underpin 
such a treaty, ensuring a firm 
and tested foundation on 
which we can build and 
improve. 

The main goal of this treaty 
would be to foster an all-of-
government and all-of-socie-
ty approach, strengthening 
national, regional and global 
capacities and resilience to 

future pandemics. This 
includes greatly enhancing 
international cooperation to 
improve, for example, alert 
systems, data sharing, 
research and local, regional 
and global production and 
distribution of medical and 
public health countermeas-
ures, such as vaccines, medi-
cines, diagnostics and per-
sonal protective equipment. 

It would also include recog-
nition of a “one health” 
approach that connects the 
health of humans, animals 
and our planet. and such a 
treaty should lead to more 
mutual accountability and 
shared responsibility, trans-
parency and cooperation 
within the international system 
and with its rules and norms. 

To achieve this, we will 
work with heads of state and 
governments globally as well 
as all stakeholders, including 
civil society and the private 
sector. We are convinced that 
it is our responsibility, as 

leaders of nations and inter-
national institutions, to 
ensure that the world learns 
the lessons of the covid-19 
pandemic. 

at a time when covid-19 
has exploited our weaknesses 
and divisions, we must seize 
this opportunity and come 
together as a global commu-
nity for peaceful cooperation 
that extends beyond this crisis. 
Building our capacities and 
systems to do this will take 
time and require a sustained 
political, financial and societal 
commitment over many years. 

Our solidarity in ensuring 
that the world is better pre-
pared will be our legacy that 
protects our children and 
grandchildren and minimises 
the impact of future pan-
demics on our economies 
and our societies. Pandemic 
preparedness needs global 
leadership for a global health 
system fit for this millenni-
um. To make this commit-
ment a reality, we must be 

guided by solidarity, fairness, 
transparency, inclusiveness 
and equity. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Joko Widodo is president of Indonesia 
and Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
is director-general of the World 
Health Organisation. This article was 
also signed by Fiji Prime Minister J 
V Bainimarama; Portuguese Prime 
Minister Antonio Luis Santos da 
Costa; Romanian President Klaus 
Iohannis; British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson; Rwandan President Paul 
Kagame; Kenyan President Uhuru 
Kenyatta; French President Emmanuel 
Macron; German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel; European Council president 
Charles Michel; Greek Prime Minister 
Kyriakos Mitsotakis; South Ko-
rean President Moon Jae-in; Chilean 
President Sebastian Pinera; Costa 
Rican President Carlos Alvarado 
Quesada; Albania Prime Minister Edi 
Rama; South African President Cyril 
Ramaphosa; Trinidad and Tobago 
Prime Minister Keith Rowley; Dutch 
Prime Minister Mark Rutte; Tunisian 
President Kais Saied; Senegalese 
President Macky Sall; Spannish Prime 
Minister Pedro Sanchez; Norwegian 
Prime Minister Erna Solberg; Serbian 
President Aleksandar Vucic; and 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky.

Covid-19 shows united action is needed 
for more robust int’l health architecture

Opinion
Joko Widodo and 

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus

Immunisation is a global public good and we will need to be able to develop, manufacture and deploy vaccines as quickly as possible. At a time 
when Covid-19 has exploited our weaknesses and divisions, we must seize this opportunity and come together as a global community for peaceful 
cooperation that extends beyond this crisis. AfP
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L
EaThEr, glitter, 
stilettos and a strut 
– voguing, the un-
derground dance 

phenomenon, has seized 
Beijing and given china’s 
LGBT community a “play-
ground” to celebrate their 
identities.

Sashaying down the runway 
clad in fake-fur, mile-high 
wigs and dramatic makeup, 
performers flaunted poses for 
an ecstatic audience, pow-
ered by a pounding house 
music soundtrack.

hundreds of young LGBT 
chinese, many travelling 
from far and wide to attend, 
packed into the cramped 
venue for march 27’s event – 
the first large-scale voguing 
ball held in Beijing.

With categories includ-
ing “Butch Queen realness”, 
“Drag Queen Lip Sync” and 

“Voguing Open To all”, per-
formers battled it out to win 
the judges’ approval – scoring 
straight 10s – or were elimi-
nated in cut-throat style.

“It’s a playground for mar-
ginalised groups,” said 27-
year-old organiser Li Yifan, 
nicknamed “Bazi”, a pillar of 
china’s quietly flourishing 
ballroom scene who teaches 
regular voguing classes in 
Beijing.

homosexuality was only 
declassified as a mental ill-
ness in china in 2001. most 
LGBT people continue to lead 
low-key existences due to a 
fear of largely conservative 
social norms.

attendees at a voguing ball 
feel “a very strong sense of 
vitality”, Bazi said, “because 
a lot of sexual and gender mi-
norities express themselves 
with a spirit of resistance.”

New York to Beijing
The highly stylised dance 

form developed in the 1980s, 
but traces its roots to early-
20th century New York where 
an underground ballroom 
culture blended elements of 
beauty pageants, modelling 
and dance contests.

Balls became a safe haven 

for the LGBT Black and Latino 
community in particular to 
socialise and express them-
selves freely.

Performers grouped into 
“houses” with a fierce sense 
of solidarity, which often be-
came a replacement for the 
birth families that had ostra-
cised them.

madonna’s 1990 hit Vogue 
spotlighted the culture, and 
voguing is now hugely popu-
lar in the West, helped by US 
TV shows like RuPaul’s Drag 
Race and Pose.

It travelled to mainland 
china relatively recently, af-
ter making inroads in Japan, 
South Korea, and then in Tai-
wan and hong Kong.

It is “a subculture within a 
subculture”, Bazi says, but one 
that’s now on the verge of go-
ing mainstream in mainland 
china, after emerging out of 
Shanghai.

“Voguing has really blos-
somed here in the past two 
years,” said 23-year-old per-
former huahua, who identi-
fies as queer non-binary.

“right now the scene is very 
young, but it’s also very en-
thusiastic and passionate. It’s 
like cuttings being planted ev-
erywhere that are now taking 
root.”

huahua, who competed in 
long braids and a black cape 
studded with feathers, started 
voguing in 2016 and immedi-
ately fell in love with its ele-
gant movements, which draw 
inspiration from Old hol-
lywood films, haute couture 
fashion spreads and even an-
cient Egyptian hieroglyphs.

“You can express your sexu-
ality, your sensuality,” they 
said, bending down to pose 
on the floor, making intricate 
hand movements.

“You’re serving looks on stage 
like – I’m beautiful and fierce.”

‘Tragic history’
For huahua, voguing offers 

an escape from the Beijing rat 
race and made them feel “tru-
ly liberated and happy for the 
first time”, after an unhappy 
childhood where they felt 
marginalised by their gender 

identity and sexuality.
“It’s already become a part 

of my life. Every day when I 
go to the toilet or drink water, 
I don’t walk normally but in a 
voguing catwalk style,” they 
told aFP at their home.

But as the voguing scene 
matures and inevitably be-
comes more commercialised, 
some fear it may lose touch 
with its radical roots.

“Voguing has a very tragic his-
tory; it’s a dance form created 
out of the sufferings of an entire 
generation who’ve experienced 
racism, bigotry, depression,” 
said huahua, adding that many 
forefathers of the scene passed 
away of aIDS.

In china, it is surprisingly 
popular with straight women, 
who like LGBT people are “ex-
tremely oppressed by the pa-
triarchy”, according to Bazi.

“Once you learn voguing, 
you cannot avoid coming into 
contact with its culture,” said 
huahua. “If you want more 
people to know about it, then 
they also have to learn the 
history behind it.” AFP

TWO czech zoos have installed 
large screens to let their chimpan-
zees watch each other via Zoom, an 
attempt to relieve the boredom dur-
ing closures enforced by coronavi-
rus restrictions.

The video chat platform, which 
has become a fixture for many hu-
mans over the past year, allows apes 
at the Safari Park in Dvur Kralove nad 
Labem northeast of Prague to see 
their peers at a zoo in the second city 
of Brno some 160km to the south.

Safari Park spokesman michal 
Stastny said: “We are trying to en-
sure some entertainment for our 
apes at a time when visitors cannot 
come to the zoo and these intelligent 
animals therefore lack an important 
entertaining stimulus.”

The Safari Park is home to one 
male chimpanzee and five females, 
who enjoy sitting in front of the large 

screen, munching on salad or grass.
Safari Park zoologist Gabriela Lin-

hartova said their interest has re-
cently started to wane, but at first 
they loved sitting down in a row in 
front of the screen with nuts and 
fruit in their hands.

She said: “The similarity between 
them and, say, cinemagoers or us 
sitting in front of a TV was really 
quite striking.

“We can see that when something 
is happening with the animals in 
Brno, when there’s a conflict or they 
are being fed, our animals react with 
increased attention,” she said.

Linhartova said the apes missed 
visitors just like visitors missed the 
animals.

“Visitors are a source of entertain-
ment, study and observation for 
the animals,” she said, adding that 
it took the apes some time to figure 

out the chimpanzees on the screen 
were not really there.

“at first, the male made gestures 
in a bid to protect the group when 
the animals in Brno got close to the 
camera,” said Linhartova.

Before making new friends in 
Brno, the Safari Park chimpanzees 
were allowed to watch children in a 
kindergarten.

The two enclosures are also be-
ing broadcast on YouTube daily be-
tween 8am and 4pm (1pm and 9pm 
in cambodia).

Stastny said: “We are trying to 
show that although czech zoos have 
been closed for more than 170 days 
since the spring of 2020, there’s still 
life in them.”

One of the worst-hit countries, 
the czech republic has so far seen 
1.5 million covid-19 cases and more 
than 25,000 deaths. AFP

Voguing balls let 
LGBT chinese 
shine ‘fiercely 
and beautifully’

A chimpanzee chills in front of a giant screen where are seen its fellow apes from Brno 
Zoo, inside its enclosure at Dvur Kralove Zoo. AFP

Students stretch during a voguing dance course in preparation for a voguing ball in Beijing on Friday. AFP

A contestant performs at the ‘Drag Queen Lip Sync’ competition during a voguing ball in Beijing on Saturday. AFP

Zoo Zoomers: Locked down czech chimps mingle online
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Pandemic fuels virtual reality travel boom

Volvo cars gives all employees six-month paid parental leave

JEm Jenkins Jones was stuck at 
home in Wales for much of the 
past year amid pandemic lock-
downs but managed to fulfil a 

promise to her 10-year-old daugh-
ter to see the northern lights from 
Iceland and South africa’s game re-
serves – in virtual reality (Vr).

“She was amazed,” she said, call-
ing the Vr travel experiences “a life-
saver for us”.

Strict lockdowns and travel limi-
tations during the pandemic have 
sparked fresh interest in immersive 
virtual travel experiences, which have 
become more accessible and afford-
able with new apps and Vr hardware.

Even those confined to their 
homes can take a virtual jaunt to 
machu Picchu, the rainforests of 
Borneo or a road trip across the US 
in a convertible.

Data on Vr travel usage is limited 
but developers have seen surging 
interest since the pandemic hit.

“It has been skyrocketing,” said 
cezara Windrem, creator of the al-
cove Vr platform at aarP Innova-
tion Labs. “We’re getting more adop-
tion every month.”

alcove enables users to visit exotic 
locales such as australia’s coral reef 
or the island of malta, while adding 
a “shared” experience which enables 
people to interact and even “lead” a 
family member without the techni-
cal skills to navigate in a Vr headset.

Windrem said: “We’ve heard from 
a lot of people who discovered al-
cove and decided buy a headset for 
their elderly family members.”

This allows for shared travel even 
during a lockdown and other kinds 
of experiences such as “playing 
chess with someone on the other 
side of the planet”.

Travel substitute, complement
With the tourism industry largely 

obliterated by the coronavirus out-
break, Vr has emerged as both a 
substitute for real-world travel and 
a complement to help people plan 
their next trip.

app developers have created a 
range of travel experiences – tour-
ing the pyramids of Egypt, the Taj 
mahal, the savannahs of Kenya or 
the antarctic from a kayak. These 
come from commercial operators or 
organisations such as National Geo-
graphic or World Wildlife Fund.

Users can opt for hardware from 
Facebook’s Oculus, Sony’s Play-

Station or the inexpensive Google 
cardboard, among others. Some 
gear costs as little as $300 and many 
apps are free.

“I have travelled every week since 
the pandemic, from the comfort 
of my home,” said rafael cortes, a 
computer professional from the US 
city of San antonio who uses alcove 
and YouTube Vr.

“I’ve been to London, the glass 
bridge in china, angel Falls in Vene-
zuela, the ancient city of Petra in Jor-
dan, a helicopter tour of New York.”

amy Erdt (pictured, aFP) lives in 
Portland of the US state of Oregon, 
but with Vr, “I like to walk around my 
sister’s town in Wallingford, England, 
occasionally because I can’t be there.”

Erdt, who administers a Face-
book group of Vr users, said there 
are “some great travel experiences” 
in Vr, which can be remarkably re-
alistic.

“I once sat at Vr poker table at 1 
am with a guy in australia who was 
eating KFc [chicken],” she said. “I 

could hear his KFc crunch. It was a 
trip.”

Gaming and beyond 
Vr’s most popu-

lar applications 
are in gam-
ing and fantasy 
worlds, but travel 

is seen as a new growth vector.
avi Greengart, analyst with the 

consultancy Techsponential, said: 
“During the pandemic when every-
one is socially isolated it may seem 
strange to isolate yourself further to 
transport yourself somewhere else 
but it does allow us to experience 
things we can’t experience today.”

Greengart said Vr travel has some 
advantages but can’t be compared 

with the real thing.
“With Vr travel you’re not get-

ting the food unique to the area, 
you’re missing a lot of the 

sensory experiences 
and serendipitous 

meetings with lo-
cals,” he said.

On the other 
hand, “you can 
browse a muse-
um and have it all 

to yourself”, which 
may be impossible 

in the physical world.
a report by research 

firm GlobalData shows that virtual 
and augmented reality had already 
been gaining momentum from travel 
operators and tourism boards before 
the pandemic to enable people to get 
a taste of a destination before going 
there.

GlobalData analyst ralph hollis-
ter said the pandemic may be giving 
the sector a lift that will endure even 
after it’s over.

he said: “Spending considerably 
more time indoors with an abun-
dance of spare time, combined with 
an urge to travel, has meant that as-
piring travellers have been turning 
to Vr to fill a void that travel restric-
tions have left.”

hollister said he sees Vr becom-
ing an important part of the process 
of travellers viewing and selecting a 
travel destination.

“The widespread adoption of Vr 
for this kind of purpose could be the 
next step for this technology and 
help it permanently move away from 
its ‘gimmick’ label,” he said. AFP

SWEDISh automaker Volvo 
cars on march 30 said it would 
give its 40,000 employees world-
wide the right to six-month 
paid parental leave in a bid to 
increase gender equality and 
attract talent.

as of april 1, employees who 
have worked for the carmaker 
for at least one year will be en-
titled to the benefit at 80 per 
cent of their salary.

Employees can take those 
weeks whenever they like dur-
ing the first three years after 
the birth of their child.

The policy is based on Swe-
den’s national parental leave 
policy, one of the most generous 
in the world with 480 days to be 
shared by both parents at 80 per 
cent of their salary up to a ceil-
ing of around $4,500 a month.

Volvo cars’ human resources 
head hanna Fager said: “most 
important is that we offer the 
same to both parents, and we 

want to encourage more men 
to take the opportunity to take 
their parental leave.”

Other Swedish companies 
have previously introduced 
paid parental leaves for their 
worldwide employees, includ-
ing music streaming company 
Spotify which in 2015 intro-
duced a six-month parental 
leave with full pay.

Ikea also announced similar 
programmes in 2017 in India 
and the US.

Volvo cars, which said that 
around 75 per cent of its em-
ployees were men, has been 
testing the policy in a pilot 
scheme since 2019 for sales 
staff in Europe, the middle East 
and africa, in which 46 per cent 
of applicants were fathers.

Fager said paid parental leave 
was rare in the automotive in-
dustry but also geographically.

She said: “We have a lot of 
people in china and the US 

and this will be a big improve-
ment compared to what is of-
fered there today.

“Of course this will cost mon-
ey but . . . we see this as a long 
term investment,” she said, 
adding the company expected 
“positive outcomes, that we 
attract more diverse talents, 
[and] that we also become a 
more attractive company”.

Volvo said the initiative 
would include all legally regis-
tered parents, including adop-
tive, foster care and surrogate 
parents, as well as non-birth 
parents in same-sex couples.

The group said it wanted to 
“create a culture that supports 
equal parenting for all genders”.

cEO hakan Samuelsson said 
in the statement: “When par-
ents are supported to balance 
the demands of work and fam-
ily, it helps to close the gender 
gap and allows everyone to ex-
cel in their careers.” AFP

Employees work at the production line at Volvo Cars in Gothenburg, Sweden, on August 25. The Swedish 
automaker says it will give its 40,000 employees worldwide the right to six-month paid parental leave. AFP

A virtual road trip on a computer and the travel application logo from Alcove displayed on a smartphone in Arlington of the US state of Virginia on March 19. AFP 
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Australian gemstones
  6 Wool source
 11 Rx abbr., sometimes
 14 Open-ceilinged lobbies
 15 Brother of Moses
 16 Word professors like to hear
 17 Searching for the truth
 19 Cellblock sojourner
 20 Music style
 21 “Many years ___ ... “
 22 Potent stick
 23 Proposer or salesperson, essentially
 27 Some military actions
 29 Meadow murmur
 30 Chilled with cubes
 32 Not of the clergy
 33 The last thing in lists?
 34 Mentors
 36 Piece of celery
 39 Appease fully
 41 Southwestern stickers
 43 Senora’s stewpot
 44 Wed without parental consent
 46 Ducklike birds
 48 Entente interrupter
 49 Antarctic sea

 51 Dark orange color
 52 Compilation of stories
 53 Sparkle in the sun
 56 Pantomime clown
 58 “And ___ the opposite shore will be”
 59 Young Darth
 60 ___ chi chu’an
 61 Something to do for the camera
 62 Consideration in dealing with 

others
 68 Inflation meas.
 69 Old-time knockout gas
 70 Prevent, at the bar
 71 Japanese bucks
 72 Like a pomegranate
 73 “All systems go!”
DOWN
  1 Klutzy sort
  2 Education-conscious org.
  3 Shape of a curved path
  4 Brit’s booze quantity
  5 Some hunting expeditions
  6 PC connection system
  7 Male Scottish youngster
  8 Some vocal numbers
  9 Golden Horde member
 10 Certain cats and goats

 11 Strategic conflict
 12 Glowed
 13 One-third of a three-piece suit
 18 Purgative syrup
 23 Heavy, plus
 24 Having momentousconsequences
 25 Including, as pertinent information
 26 Born to the purple
 28 Latin jazz great Puente
 31 Certain style, as of furnishings
 35 Basin for holy water
 37 Extensive grassy plain
 38 Jeweler’s measure
 40 Collection of poetry
 42 As originally positioned
 45 Large properties
 47 Word with “base” or “scene”
 50 Hundred on the Hill
 53 Walking with a sprained ankle, e.g.
 54 Common parasite
 55 Recess for a statuette
 57 Hair preparation
 63 “Excellent adventure” dude
 64 Cook in grease
 65 Airport listing, for short
 66 Grassy square
 67 Watch secretly

“FIVE-ACT PLAY” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

mr muscles: malay 
bodybuilder pumps
iron at the age of 72
W

OrKING out with 
ageing equip-
ment in his mod-
est gym, 72-year-

old malaysian bodybuilder a. 
arokiasamy bench presses two 
dumbbells and then flexes his 
muscular arms.

Despite his advancing years, 
the champion still pumps iron 
every day, and believes staying 
healthy with a vigorous rou-
tine is the best defence against 
the coronavirus.

arokiasamy got into body-
building after dropping out of 
school. he went on to represent 
malaysia in several editions 
of mr Universe and win gold 
in the 1981 Southeast asian 
Games in the Philippines.

arokiasamy – whose hero 
is arnold Schwarzenegger, 
the movie star and former mr 
Universe – started coaching 
aspiring bodybuilders in lifting 
weights and opened his gym in 
his hometown of Teluk Intan.

“Weightlifting and exercise 
can slow down ageing and 
keep you healthy,” said aroki-
asamy, who has seven children 
and five grandchildren.

“The deadly coronavirus 
pandemic is threatening us – 
we can fight it by lifting weights 
to stay fit.”

While bodybuilding may not 

be commonly associated with 
the elderly, some research sug-
gests it does have health ben-
efits for those getting on in life.

a 2016 US study found that 
when people aged 65 and 
older did strength training 
at least twice a week, their 
life-expectancy improved 
substantially.

The study, led by research-
ers from Penn State college of 
medicine, looked at 15 years 
of data from more than 30,000 
elderly people in the US.

 ‘A simple life’
The gym run by arokiasamy, 

a member of multi-ethnic 
malaysia’s Indian minority, is 
a small building next to his 
home that is open to the pub-
lic, charging the equivalent of 
just one dollar a day.

It is filled with battered 
weights and an array of other 
gear, some of it made from 
scrap metal, and is constantly 
busy with men pumping iron 
and getting tips from the vet-
eran bodybuilder.

arokiasamy had a tough 
upbringing, leaving school 
aged 11 to work and support 
his poor family.

he tried various sports – 
hockey, badminton and foot-
ball – but did not make it onto 

any teams. however, he built 
up his strength by chopping 
firewood, and hit on the idea 
of trying bodybuilding.

“I headed to a gym near my 
house and began to build up 
my muscles,” he said.

he had his first success in 
1968, winning the gold medal 
in a competition in his home 
state of Perak, and went on to 
compete in malaysia and in-
ternationally for many years.

Even though he was a suc-
cessful athlete, he still had a 
day job as a school gardener, 
and now works as a security 
guard.

as well as regularly work-
ing out, arokiasamy says he 
has managed to maintain his 
health by eating well.

“I live a simple life and 
strive for a balanced diet . . . I 
grow my own vegetables,” he 
said.

“I avoid sugar and junk 
food, and a big no to drugs 
and steroids.”

and despite his triumphs, 
he does have some regrets.

The biggest of these 
are “not meeting arnold 
[Schwarzenegger] in person, 
and failing to make it into the 
final round of the mr Uni-
verse tournament after five 
attempts”, he said. AFP

Bodybuilder A Arokiasamy poses for pictures outside his gymnasium in Teluk Intan in Malaysia’s Perak 
state earlier this month. AFP

Champion weightlifter Arokiasamy still pumps iron every day and believes staying healthy with a vigorous 
routine is the best defence against the coronavirus. AFP
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Brathwaite bats unbeaten 99 
against ‘disciplined’ Sri Lanka
K

raigg Brathwaite batted 
through the day for an un-
beaten 99 as the West indies 
reached a respectable 287 for 

seven at stumps on the opening day of 
the second and final Test against Sri Lan-
ka at the Sir Vivian richards Stadium in 
antigua on monday.

Personifying patience and persever-
ance in a manner so typical of the right-
handed opening batsman, Brathwaite 
did all he could to defy a bowling attack 
in which senior seamer Suranga Lakmal 
again led the line.

Put in on a pitch which offered some as-
sistance to the seam bowlers, Brathwaite’s 
gritty defiance was necessary after Lak-
mal had claimed the early honours for the 
visitors with two early wickets and added 
the scalp of the struggling Jermaine Black-
wood in the afternoon session to end the 
day with three for 71 from 20 overs.

With opening partner John campbell 
gone along with first Test century-maker 
Nkrumah Bonner within the space of a few 
deliveries to Lakmal in the first hour, West 

indies captain Brathwaite was content to 
let the attacking Kyle mayers have his way 
in a third-wicket partnership of 71.

The left-hander riding his luck to 49 
only to fall in the first over of the after-
noon to Vishwa Fernando.

Dhananjaya de Silva, fellow spinner 
Lasith Embuldeniya and Sri Lanka’s 
other seamer, Dushmantha chameera, 
took a wicket each to then have the West 
indies languishing at 222 for seven in the 
final session of the day.

however Brathwaite found another res-
olute partner in rahkeem cornwall, the 
burly off-spinner enhancing his claims to 
becoming a genuine all-rounder with an 
unbeaten 43 in a partnership which has 
realised 65 runs so far for the eighth wicket.

Brathwaite’s innings has spanned six-
and-a-half hours in which he faced 239 
balls and struck 11 fours.

“Sri Lanka are a very disciplined bowl-
ing unit so for me it was about capitalis-
ing on the few bad balls and taking my 
time, letting the ball come to me,” said 
Brathwaite in reflecting on an effort 

which takes him to the verge of a first 
Test century for 19 matches.

“i think we have lost two wickets too 
many, but i am still happy with the po-
sition although the first session on the 
second day will be crucial.”

Fresh from career-best Test innings fig-
ures of five for 47 a week earlier at the same 
venue, Lakmal wasted no time in justify-
ing the decision by his captain, Dimuth 
Karunaratne, to put the West indies in.

campbell fell to a straightforward 
catch by wicketkeeper Niroshan Dick-
wella while Bonner, who defied the Sri 
Lankans for seven hours in compiling an 
unbeaten century to ensure a draw in the 
first Test, fell without scoring, playing on 
to the cunning fast-medium bowler.

Both teams are unchanged from the 
first Test where the tourists rallied from 
a 102-run first innings deficit to seize the 
initiative, only for the home side to bat 
through the final day to comfortably en-
sure the stalemate.

Sri Lanka are seeking a first-ever Test 
series triumph in the caribbean. AFP

Dzeko in autumn of career that began in Sarajevo’s rubble
aT 35, Edin Dzeko is both the star and 
old man of a Bosnia team he will lead 
against France in 2022 World cup 
qualifying on Wednesday, but he owes 
his long career to the time his mother 
would not let him play football.

One day, during the bloody siege of 
Sarajevo, the young Dzeko asked his 
mother if he could go outside to play 
football. She said no. a bomb exploded 

on the pitch, killing several children.
Dzeko is in the autumn of a career 

in which he has won league titles in 
germany and England. he has scored 
just seven league goals in 20 Serie a 
matches for roma this season and 
none since he hit the winner against 
Sampdoria in early January.

The future Wolfsburg, manchester city 
and roma forward was only six years 

old in 1992 when the war broke out.
Dzeko spent most of his childhood 

in Otoka, a soulless neighbourhood 
on the outskirts of Sarajevo, whose 
30-storey brutalist skyscrapers 
offered some shelter from Serbian 
snipers lurking in the hills above.

his father, who was in the Bosnian 
army, recalls that local children waited 
for the gunfire to die down before head-
ing downstairs to hit the ball around.

“it was risky, but the children had 
to play somewhere,” Dzeko’s father 
midhad, 66, said.

The skinny blonde-haired lad quick-
ly outgrew the concrete football pitch 
nested between the skyscrapers, and 
enrolled in the academy of Zeljeznicar, 
one of two major Bosnian clubs.

Since its stadium was on the front-
line and ploughed with trenches, 
children trained in a school gym.

his coach Jusuf Sehovic, who died of 
coronavirus last year, said in 2018 that 
he remembered a kid who “was only 
interested in advancing towards the goal”.

iso ahmetovic, who is still a coach in 
Zeljeznicar, recalls a passing drill 
involving seven boys including Dzeko.

 Some pensioners were gawking at 
the exercise from behind a fence.

“at that time, andriy Shevchenko was 

the best player in the world. i turned 
around and said, ‘Look at him, he’s the 
new Shevchenko’,” ahmetovic said.

‘It’s all in the head’
When Dzeko broke into the Zeljez-

nicar senior team, he was “the same 
height he is now 1.93m, with proba-
bly 25 kilos less”, amar Osim, the 
manager who guided Zeljeznicar to 
five national titles said.

“But he had exceptional qualities” 
and “an incredible ability to score 
goals”, he explained.

he was “obsessed” and “wanted to 
become a real player”, Osim recalled.

Osim was one of the few to spot his 
potential.

Dzeko, who often played as a mid-
fielder, scored only five goals in some 
40 appearances for “Zeljo”, and was 
criticised for being too slow and hav-
ing poor technique.

Jiri Plisek, a coach who had worked 
briefly in Zeljeznicar, persuaded the 
towering youngster to follow him to 
czech side Teplice.

after shipping Dzeko out for pea-
nuts, former Zeljeznicar chairman was 
quoted saying  he thought the club had 
“won the lottery” by selling Dzeko.

But the lanky youngster was deter-

mined. his teammate at Teplice, 
Samir merzic, recalls a player of 
“incredible self-confidence”.

“he was 19 years old when we played 
against Sparta Prague. he was facing 
Tomas repka, who had just returned 
from England, a gladiator. But Edin 
faced him without fear”, merzic said.

“it’s all in the head,” Dzeko’s father 
midhad said.

“Edin is solid, strong, stable. he has 
been through a lot in life and in foot-
ball. he knew how to deal with pres-
sure and how to cope,” he added.

Humanitarian
Despite living abroad for 16 years, 

Dzeko keeps close ties with Bosnia.
he  does humanitarian work with 

his wife amra, focusing on sick chil-
dren in the poor Balkan country.

in 2012, he was at manchester city 
when someone reported that a seri-
ously ill Bosnian teenager was being 
treated in manchester.

“i was dozing in bed . . . at one point 
i saw Dzeko, him, his mother and his 
father. at first i thought i was dream-
ing,” said aner Zelic, who is now 24.

Dzeko took care of the boy’s family 
financially, but above all, provided 
him “moral support”. AFP

Manchester City’s striker Sergio Aguero (left) and Moenchengladbach’s  
defender Nico Elvedi vie for the ball during a match on February 24. AFP

Bosnia-Herzegovina’s Edin Dzeko eyes the ball during the UEFA Nations League football 
match against Italy on September 4 last year. AFP

argENTiNa striker Sergio 
aguero said on monday he was 
“proud” of his time at man-
chester city after announcing 
his departure when his con-
tract runs out this July.

aguero joined city from 
atletico madrid in 2011 and 
has 257 goals in 384 games 
since, making him their record 
goal-scorer.

he scored the dramatic win-
ning goal as they edged local 
rivals manchester United to 
the 2012 Premier League.

“When a cycle comes to an 
end, many sensations arise,” 
he posted on social media.

“a huge sense of satisfaction 
and pride remains in me for 
having played with manchester 
city for a whole ten seasons – 
unusual for a professional 
player this day and age.

“i will continue to give it my 
utmost for the rest of the season 
to win more titles and bring 
more joy to the fans,” he added.

in a club statement, city chair-
man Khaldoon al mubarak said 
he would reserve any farewell 
speeches until aguero leaves, 
but revealed he had commis-
sioned a statue of the striker.

“Sergio’s contribution to 
manchester city over the last 
10 years cannot be overstated,” 

al mubarak said.
“This is not yet the moment 

for farewell words and speeches. 
There is still much to achieve,” 
he said with city in the running 
for their first-ever champions 
League and hot favourites to 
win the Premier League.

“in the meantime, it gives 
me great pleasure to announce 
that we will be commissioning 
an artist to create a statue of 
Sergio to live at the Etihad Sta-
dium,” he added.

Newspaper Manchester Eve-
ning News said city were plan-
ning a farewell party for ague-
ro after their final game of the 
Premier League season against 
Everton may 23.

The 32-year-old contracted 
covid-19 in January after a season 
already ravaged by injury and he 
has played 14 games for city this 
term, scoring three times.

aguero missed the end of 
last season and the start of the 
current campaign after under-
going knee surgery last June. 

Since then he has had anoth-
er lay-off after suffering a ham-
string injury in October.

city coach Pep guardiola 
said last week he may not be 
able to give Sergio aguero 
much time on the pitch before 
his contract expires. AFP

Kraigg Brathwaite of West Indies 
hits 4 during Day 1 of the 2nd 
Test against Sri Lanka at Vivian 
Richards Cricket Stadium in North 
Sound, Antigua and Barbuda, on 
Monday. AFP

aguero to leave man 
city at end of contract
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Spain, Kosovo qualifier no easy matter
S

PaIN’S 2022 World 
cup qualifier against 
Kosovo on march 31 
is more than a simple 

game of football, with the 
meeting in Seville also at the 
centre of a diplomatic row.

The controversy stems from 
the description of Kosovo as a 
“territory” by the Spanish Foot-
ball Federation (rFEF) when 
it published Spain’s opening 
World cup qualifying fixtures 
in a group also containing Swe-
den, Greece and Georgia.

The description was not ap-
preciated in Kosovo, the for-
mer Serbian province of 1.8 
million people which declared 
its independence in 2008.

In response, the Football Fed-
eration of Kosovo (FFK), said in 
a statement that “Kosovo is an 
independent state” and threat-
ened not to play the match if it 
was not allowed to use its na-
tional anthem and flag.

“We were prepared not to 
go to Spain due to the politi-
cal context of this decision,” 
FFK secretary-general Eroll 
Salihu said.

Kosovo were granted full 
membership of UEFa and FIFa 
in 2016 and first appeared in 
competitive action in qualify-
ing for the 2018 World cup.

‘Independence is irreversible’
most western powers rec-

ognise Kosovo’s statehood 
but Serbia and its leading in-
ternational allies china and 
russia do not.

Nor does Spain, or Greece, 
another of their opponents 
on the field in the campaign 
to qualify for Qatar 2022.

Spain and Greece, along 

with Slovakia, romania and 
cyprus, are the five member 
states of the European Union 
who were last week urged to 
recognise Kosovo by the Eu-
ropean Parliament.

“Kosovo’s independence is 
irreversible. recognition by 
these remaining EU member 
states . . . would be beneficial 
to the normalisation of rela-
tions between Kosovo and 
Serbia, would enhance and 
consolidate the stability of 
the region,” members of the 
European Parliament said.

Nevertheless madrid has 
already stated the staging of 
march 31’s game at Seville’s La 
cartuja stadium will not per-
suade it to change its position.

“The staging of the match 
between the teams from these 
two federations does not un-
der any circumstances change 
Spain’s position not to acknowl-
edge Kosovo as a state,” Spanish 
diplomatic sources said.

The Spanish government’s 
position is explained by fears 
of a knock-on effect recogni-
tion of Kosovo could have for 
separatists in catalonia.

“Spain, which still has prob-
lems when it comes to national 
unity, wants to avoid being 
threatened by a process of ‘Bal-
kanisation’,” the historian Jose 
alvarez Junco explained to on-
line daily El confidencial.

‘Sporting tensions’
Spain’s position regarding 

Kosovo has created tension in 
the sporting theatre before.

In 2019 it decided against 
hosting matches in the elite 
round of qualifying for the 
European Under-17 cham-

pionship against Greece, Ko-
sovo and Ukraine.

The games were eventually 
played in Nyon, Switzerland, 
where UEFa has its head-
quarters.

Before that, in November 
2018, Kosovar participants 
in the karate world champi-
onships in madrid took part 
under the flag of the Interna-

tional Karate Federation, to 
the irritation of the Interna-
tional Olympic committee.

meanwhile Spain are kept 
apart in World cup and Eu-
ropean championship quali-
fiers from Gibraltar, the tiny 
British territory on Spain’s 
southern tip which is histori-
cally claimed by madrid.

On march 31 Spain will “ad-

just to the rules put in place 
by FIFa and UEFa for these 
matches”, diplomatic sources 
and sources from the Spanish 
Federation said.

“We have received guarantees 
from UEFa and FIFa that the 
protocol [covering internation-
al matches] will be respected,” 
said Salihu, meaning Kosovo 
will be able to play its anthem 

and fly its flag at La cartuja.
That should avoid any con-

troversy come the game itself, 
as Kosovo – ranked 117th in 
the world by FIFa – look to 
cause a major shock against 
the 2010 world champions.

“Spain are one the best 
teams in the world but we 
have a young team that fears 
nobody,” added Salihu. AFP

DENmarK on march 28 joined Nor-
way and other European national 
teams in a growing movement pro-
testing against the treatment of mi-
grant workers involved in building 
venues for the 2022 World cup in 
Qatar.

Danish players wore jerseys with the 
slogan “Football supports chaNGE” 
as they lined up for a photograph be-
fore their World cup qualifier against 
moldova, with the Danish Football 
Union saying the shirts would be put 
up for sale and the money given to 
migrant workers in the Gulf state.

Players from Germany and the 
Netherlands have also protested in 
recent days as the European quali-
fying campaign begins for the 2022 
tournament, the hosting of which 
was controversially awarded a de-
cade ago to Qatar.

Norway players, including superstar 
striker Erling Braut haaland, donned 
T-shirts with the slogan ‘human 
rights, on and off the pitch’ prior to 
their game in Gibraltar on march 24.

Germany players then undertook a 
similar action before taking on Iceland 
the next day, lining up in T-shirts which 
spelled the message ‘human rights’.

“We have the World cup coming 
up and there will be discussions 
about it . . . we wanted to show we 
are not ignoring that,” said Bayern 
munich midfielder Leon Goretzka.

“We have a large reach – and we 
can use it to set an example for the 
values we want to stand for.”

The Dutch team joined in prior to 
kick-off in their game against Latvia 
in amsterdam on march 27 and the 
movement raises the question of 
whether players, or national federa-
tions, would be prepared to actually 
boycott the World cup.

Several Norwegian clubs had al-
ready spoken out in favour of a 
boycott before their national team’s 
action. The Norwegian Football 
Federation is expected to debate the 
issue at a special congress in June.
Could there be a boycott? 

“It is 10 years too late for a boycott. 

We should have thought about that at 
the time” the World cup was awarded 
to Qatar in 2010, admitted Bayern and 
Germany midfielder Joshua Kimmich.

Indeed Belgium coach roberto 
martinez believes a boycott “is not 
the solution. That would just be 
turning our backs on the problem”.

Qatar has faced criticism for its 
treatment of migrant workers, many 
of whom are involved in prepara-
tions for the World cup, with cam-
paigners accusing employers of ex-
ploitation and forcing labourers to 
work in dangerous conditions.

however, Qatari authorities in-
sist they have done more than any 

country in the region to improve 
worker welfare and say they have 
“always been transparent about the 
health and safety of workers”.

“Since construction began in 2014, 
there have been three work-related 
fatalities and 35 non-work-related 
deaths,” a spokesman for Qatar’s Su-
preme committee for Delivery and 
Legacy claimed in a statement.

Organisers insist a first World cup 
in the arab world has already brought 
“significant benefits to workers” in-
cluding improved accommodation 
facilities and a guarantee to reim-
burse more than $30 million in illegal 
recruitment fees to workers.

‘Extremely positive’
There are contradictions within 

the protests themselves, with sev-
eral German internationals playing 
club football for Bayern, who have 
a sponsorship deal with Qatar air-
ways and have regularly visited the 
country on training camps.

It would be awkward to say the least 
for any Paris Saint-Germain player to 
be involved in the various nation-
al team protests given the French 
champions are owned by Qatar.

The movement could nevertheless 
become especially awkward for FIFa 
if it continues to spread, although 
world football’s governing body says 
it will not stop protests.

“FIFa believes in the freedom of 
speech, and in the power of football 
as a force for good. No disciplinary 
proceedings in relation to this matter 
will be opened by FIFa,” it said.

meanwhile the stance taken by 
the Norwegians and others has been 
praised by advocates.

“It’s very commendable of these 
teams to take a stance and I think 
they’re doing it in a way that’s re-
spectful and positive,” said Nicholas 
mcGeehan, a researcher at labour 
rights campaign group Fair Square.

“I think anyone who cares about 
the game and the issues these play-
ers are raising would agree that 
what’s happening is extremely 
positive.” AFP

World cup footballers 
protest treatment of 
Qatar migrant workers 

Georgia’s midfielder Khvicha Kvaratskhelia (left) and Spain’s defender Pedro Antonio Porro Sauceda vie for the ball during the FIFA World Cup 
Qatar 2022 qualification football match in Tbilisi on Sunday. TOBIAS SCHWARZ/SUPPLIED/AFP

Germany’s players pose for a group photo with the wording ‘Human rights’ on their 
T-shirts prior to the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 qualification football match against 
Iceland in Duisburg, western Germany, on March 25. AFP
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