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Mom Kunthear
 

T
HE Covid-19 situation in 
Cambodia has reached a 
critical point, the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 

in Cambodia warned, as cases surge 
with two more deaths and 265 infec-
tions reported over the weekend.

On March 28 alone, the Ministry of 
Health recorded 86 Covid-19 cases 

linked to the February 20 community 
outbreak, which has seen cases rise 
to 1,708 in just over a month. Among 
the 86 cases are 11 Cambodian chil-
dren as young as 18 months old.

The February 20 outbreak has 
been the country’s third and lon-
gest instance of community trans-
mission Cambodia has faced since 
the pandemic began.

Alarmed by the situation, WHO 

Representative to Cambodia Li Ailan 
reiterated call for constant vigilance.

“We are concerned. Covid-19 sit-
uation in Cambodia is not getting 
better before it is getting worse! 
I urge all individuals to seriously 
implement all the combined mea-
sures . . . Wrong choices for none 
compliance mean the tragedy con-
sequences of more deaths,” she 
said in a tweet on March 28.

Li said fully complying with quar-
antine measures would help prevent 
the spread of the virus and save lives 
while minimising socio-economic 
impacts caused by the crisis. 

She further reminded the pub-
lic that one negative Covid-19 test 
was not an indication that someone 
could safely skip the 14-day quaran-
tine because they may have an infec-
tion that has yet to advance to the 

point where it is detected by testing.
“Keeping the amazing Cambodia 

safe! Heartfelt appreciation for all 
the highest level commitments and 
leadership, combined public health 
measures, individual actions and 
solidarity to prevent more importa-
tion and stop Covid-19 local com-
munity transmission.

Covid in Kingdom hits ‘critical point’
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May Kunmakara

THE private sector rejoiced as 
the government on March 25 
announced its eight round of 
measures to keep businesses 
afloat and stimulate econom-
ic growth as the Kingdom 
grapples with surging novel 
coronavirus infections.

The support measures cen-
tre on garments, textiles, foot-
wear, travel goods, bags and 
tourism, and the government 
in April-June will continue to 
provide $40 per month to 
workers in the sectors as part 
of its cash handout pro-
gramme amid the pandemic.

Factory and enterprise 
owners must add $30 to the 
handout, increasing the total 
disbursement to $70. On the 
other hand, employers in the 
tourism sector are encour-
aged to voluntarily provide as 
much money as possible.

Garment Manufacturers 
Association in Cambodia 
(GMAC) secretary-general Ken 
Loo lauded the measures, say-
ing these will prop up the 
Kingdom’s hardest-hit indus-
tries amid the Covid-19 crisis.

“The decision to extend the 
$40 scheme for suspended 
workers is very good. This will 
help affected workers tide over 
the difficult times and at the 
same time help employers.

“Employers with no current 
orders can apply for a sus-

pension and use the time to 
try and secure new business 
opportunities,” he said.

Additionally, registered 
hotels, guesthouses, restau-
rants and travel agents will be 
exempt from taxes for the next 
three months, but are still 
required to file their tax returns 
and use the online e-VAT sys-
tem to manage their value-
added taxes (VAT) each month.

The exemption, however, 
only applies to tourist busi-
nesses in Kampot, Preah 
Sihanouk, Kep and Siem Reap 
provinces, Phnom Penh, Svay 
Rieng province’s Bavet town 
and Banteay Meanchey prov-
ince’s Poipet town.

Pacific Asia Travel Associa-
tion Cambodia chapter chair-
man Thourn Sinan said while 
the government’s “proactive” 
intervention measures were 
not a cure-all, they provided 
a moderate amount of relief 
to some of the Kingdom’s 
more embattled sectors.

“We’ve also requested the 
government to set a special 
fund for the tourism sector in 
the post-Covid era because 
most businesspeople in the 
industry are not making any 
revenue.”

Through the Ministry of 
Social Affairs, Veterans and 
Youth Rehabilitation, the gov-
ernment will extend a cash
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Gov’t rolls out 
eighth round of 
relief measures

AN INDONESIAN cathedral 
was rocked by a suicide bomb-
ing on March 28 with body 
parts littering the chaotic scene 
as Christians inside celebrated 
the start of Holy Week.

The powerful blast at the 
church in Makassar city on 
Sulawesi island happened 
around 10:30am local time (0330 
GMT) and left at least 14 church 
officials and congregants injured 
by debris, police said.

It was not clear if their 

wounds were life threatening.
National Police spokesman 

Argo Yuwono said: “There were 
two people riding on a motor-
bike when the explosion hap-
pened at the main gate of the 
church – the perpetrators were 
trying to enter the compound.

“The bike was destroyed and 
there are body parts . . . We’re 
still collecting parts and trying 
to identify the sex of the per-
petrators.”

Earlier, local police had said 

at least one bomber died at the 
scene. They have not confirmed 
if both attackers were killed.

Makassar mayor Moham-
mad Ramdhan said: “There are 
many body parts here at the 
church compound as well as 
in the street.”

A witness at the scene 
described the explosion as 
“very strong”.

Police said a church security 
guard tried to prevent the motor-
bike from entering the com-

pound when the blast occurred.
The explosion at the main 

Catholic cathedral in Makassar 
– a port city of about 1.5 million 
– happened just after congre-
gants finished celebrating Palm 
Sunday, the first day of Holy 
Week, which commemorates 
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.

It comes a week before Easter.
Pastor Wilhelmus Tulak told 

reporters: “We were finishing the 
service and people were going 
home when it happened.” AFP

Over a dozen worshippers wounded in 
Indonesian cathedral suicide bombing

Indonesian police carry a bag with the remains of a suspected suicide bomber after an explosion outside a church in makassar on sunday. AFP



Khouth Sophak Chakrya

T
HE death of birds re-
cently discovered in 
Tuolporn Taley Boe-
ung Sne protected 

area in Prey Veng province’s 
Ba Phnom district was a result 
of bird flu caused by influen-
za A virus subtype H5N1 (A/
H5N1), officials confirmed. 

Authorities have taken mea-
sures to stop the spread of 
infections but stopped short 
of ordering an evacuation of 
residents.

In a letter addressed to Min-
ister of Environment Say Sam 
Al and seen by The Post on 
March 28, Minister of Agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Veng Sakhon said specialists 
from the General Department 
of Animal Health and Produc-
tion had tested the carcasses 

of five Asian Openbills from 
the district’s Theay commune 
and determined that the cause 
of death was bird flu A/H5N1.

Sakhon called on relevant 
authorities to prevent it from 
spreading to other animals 
by taking a number of mea-
sures including destroying 
carcasses and bird products 
suspected of being infected 
in the outbreak area.

Authorities have been in-
structed to act on veterinary 
advice and temporarily sus-
pend the import and export 
of birds within a 3km radius 
of the affected area. The area 
would be monitored and 
checked by authorities and 
research would determine 
the source of the disease in 
30 days. 

“Relevant authorities also 
have to monitor the move-

ments of birds within a 10km 
radius of the outbreak area 
and report any death of birds 
to the provincial agriculture 
department for veterinary 
measures,” Sakhon said.

The provincial administra-
tion has also issued an urgent 
notice banning residents in the 
area from handling the dead 
birds as it could lead to H5N1 
spreading from wild birds to 

domestic ones. It could also 
endanger human health.

Puth Bo, community chief 
in the Tuolporn Taley Boeung 
Sne area, said community 
members and specialists had 
collected and destroyed 135 
bird carcasses, raising the 
total to nearly 2,000 since 
March 17. 

“For now, villagers were very 
fearful after the agriculture 

ministry announced the re-
sults of the tests were H5N1,” 
he said, adding that all his vil-
lagers could face a temporary 
evacuation from the area for 
30 days because the village is 
close to the area.

However, Ba Phnom district 
governor Tep Phearun said on 
March 28 that local authorities 
had decided not to evacuate 
villagers from the commune 

but had temporarily prohibit-
ed them from guiding tourists 
to visit the area. Villagers, he 
said, have also been advised 
against grazing animals in 
the area as the virus could be 
transmitted to domestic ani-
mals, or even to humans. 

“No evacuation has hap-
pened, but we asked villagers to 
keep the environment around 
their homes clean,” he said.
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“A negative covid-19 test re-
sult does not mean to discon-
tinue the 14-day quarantine. 
We are confronting the life 
challenges together,” she said.

As of March 28, cambodia 
had recorded a total of 2,233 
covid-19 cases with 1,054 
receiving ongoing treatment 
and 10 confirmed deaths.  

In a bid to contain the pan-
demic, Ministry of Justice sec-
retary of state Kim Santepheap 
said on March 28 that wearing 
a mask is now mandatory for 
anyone who is in a public place 
with two or more people pres-
ent. Only private residences 
are exempt from these rules.

Minister of Interior Sar 
Kheng has also issued a direc-
tive mandating that munici-
pal and provincial governors 
cooperate closely with health 
ministry officials to begin en-
forcing fines on individuals 

or establishments that do not 
follow mask wearing and so-
cial distancing regulations.

And as part of the govern-
ment’s efforts to prevent fur-
ther spread of the virus, Prime 
Minister Hun Sen on March 28 
allocated over one billion riel 
($250,000) in further funding 
to 15 provinces as well as ad-
ditional supply kits to 12 other 
provinces across the country for 
use in quarantine work. This fi-
nancial and material assistance 
is expected to last until April 5.

The health ministry said 
the $250,000 will be spent in 
15 provinces to help 12,823 
people who are undergoing 
quarantine. Each province 
could receive between 10 and 
300 million riel.

The supply kits include 
sleeping mats and mosquito 
nets, among other items, and 
will be given to the 12 prov-
inces that had not received 
financial assistance.

Gov’t delivers more aid 
to covid-hit provinces

A/H5N1 bird
flu the cause 
in Prey Veng 
mass die-off

Officials prepare to destroy dead birds at Boeung Sne in Prey Veng province on March 23. prey veng provincial information department

UXO found near a pagoda in Sa’ang commune of Kandal province’s Sa’ang district on Saturday. police

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

EXPERTS from the cambodia 
Mine Action center (cMAc) 
have collected and safely 
disposed of 43 units of unex-
ploded ordnance (UXO) from 
an excavation site near Sa’ang 
Phnom pagoda in Peam Sala 
village of Sa’ang commune in 
Kandal province’s Sa’ang dis-
trict after a work crew excavat-
ing the land there discovered 
them and reported to cMAc 
on March 27. 

Ouch Oun, head of cMAc’s 

mobile demining team, said 
on March 28 the UXOs includ-
ed 14 105mm artillery shells, 
13 81mm mortar shells, eight 
106mm recoilless projectiles 
and eight AN-M41 cluster 
munitions.  

“All of these UXOs are vul-
nerable to exploding when 
struck with a hard object and 
the workers were extremely 
lucky that they did not go off 
when digging into the land 
with their excavator,” he said. 

The UXOs – which were likely 
buried during the war between 

the Khmer Rouge and Marshall 
Lon Nol – were safely removed 
and placed in a warehouse 
where they will be destroyed in 
the near future. 

Separately, villagers in Srah 
chik commune of Phnom Srok 
district in Banteay Meanchey 
province found nine UXOs 
– all of them grenades and 
mortar shells – and reported 
them to the commune police 
on March 26. The police then 
handed the UXOs over to the 
demining operator Halo Trust 
for disposal. 

Excavation workers uncover 
UXO units at Kandal pagoda



Mom Kunthear

THE government has bought a private 
hospital in Phnom Penh to specifically 
treat Covid-19 patients as public hospi-
tals are running out of bed space to ac-
commodate the daily influx of increas-
ing numbers of new patients.

“The government has negotiated to 
buy Nokor Tep Women’s Hospital and has 
changed the name to Luang Mer Hospi-
tal. The owner of Nokor Tep Women’s 
Hospital will use the purchase money 
to build a new hospital,” Prime Minister 
Hun Sen said in an interview with local 
media Fresh News on March 27.

He said Luang Mer Hospital has 
started treating Covid-19 patients from 
March 27 onwards. The hospital is lo-
cated in Prey Sar commune of the capi-
tal’s Dangkor district. It is the second 
major hospital after The Great Duke 
Hotel, which has been transformed 
into a Covid-19 treatment facility for 
patients with mild symptoms.

After Hun Sen’s announcement of the 
Nokor Tep Women’s Hospital purchase, 
some tycoons with the honorific Oknha  
began to donate money for the pur-
chase. As of March 28, nearly $10 million 
has been donated by oknhas including 
Leng Navatra, Ly Yong Phat, Pung Kheav 
Se and owner of Chip Mong Group.

Hun Manet, deputy commander-in-
chief of the Royal Cambodian Armed 
Forces, had led forces to set up the Luang 
Mer Hospital to make it operational.

“Seventeen days after receiving the 
prime minister’s order to set up a new 
large-scale hospital for the treatment of 
Covid-19 patients ... the former Nokor 
Tep Women’s Hospital has now started 

treating patients sent by the Phnom 
Penh health department,” he said in a  
Facebook post on March 27.

Manet thanked the hospital manage-
ment team and all stakeholders who 
worked day and night to cooperate in 
the preparation of infrastructure, work 
standards, as well as training front line 
medical teams, frontline services in all 
relevant departments of the hospital 
to make it ready for use in such a short 
time.

Minister of Economy and Finance Aun 
Pornmoniroth on March 24 set up an in-
ter-ministerial commission to evaluate, 
negotiate and prepare a contract for the 
purchase, but he did not reveal the cost.

The Nokor Tep Women’s Hospital 
was built in 2011 under the Nokor Tep 
Foundation with Minister of Women’s 
Affairs Ing Kantha Phavi as one of the 
co-founders.

The land covers 1.5ha with a building 
area of 25,000sqm, five floors, a water 
supply system equipped with a solar 
system. It also has a 350 KWA backup 
generator equipped with an automatic 
transformer.

The hospital has a capacity for 500 
patients, including 80 emergency beds 
and 420 beds for general treatment. It 
is also equipped with standard medical 
equipment and supplies for midwifery 
and gynaecological services.

3THE PHNOM PENH POST  MARCH  29, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

National

Kim Sarom

THE Battambang Provincial 
Court has placed four sus-
pects in pre-trial detention 
after they were arrested for al-
legedly making and possess-
ing unpermitted weapons in 
Ota Nha village of Ta Kream 
commune in Banan district 
on March 27.  

Provincial police’s minor 
crimes bureau chief Chhoe-
ung Kimsong identified 
the four as San Reaksa, 26; 
Loeng Leng, 30; Chhoeung 
Sopheak, 26; and Nov Na, 25. 
All four are residents of Ta 
Kream commune’s Ta Ngen 
village. 

“Investigating Judge Kim 
Heng has charged them with 
transporting weapons with-
out authorisation under Arti-
cle 490 of the Criminal Code,” 
he said. 

They four face between six 
months and three years im-
prisonment and a fine of up 
to six million riel ($1,500) if 
found guilty. 

Banan district police chief 
Tan Vanny said seven home-
made weapons had been 
found and confiscated in the 
raid. He said the four men 
were often known to carry the 
weapons openly while roam-
ing around the area in defi-
ance of the government’s safe 

village-commune policy.
All four men are reportedly 

school dropouts and while 
there are no known instanc-
es of violence against other 
persons connected to their 
possession of these weap-
ons, Vanny said they had 
used the weapons to hunt 
wildlife illegally. He said the 
presence of any illegal weap-
ons contributed to public 
disorder. 

“They’ve poached animals 
in the environment ministry’s 
protected forest areas without 
permission,” he said.

Vanny added that the pres-
ence of armed men fright-
ened the villagers and that 
the weapons were powerful 
enough to kill people if they 
could kill animals. 

A police officer in Battam-
bang town who requested 
anonymity because he was 
not authorised to discuss the 
matter said some criminals 
in the area were also using 
homemade weapons now 
and causing social disorder in 
the town itself.

“I reported the case to the 
commune police, but noth-
ing has been done about it 
yet. They carry these weap-
ons while walking in the vil-
lage and when people see 
them, they are understand-
ably frightened,” he said. 

Four men detained 
for homemade guns

Cambodia lauded for migrant policies

Covid treatment facilities expand 

Nov Sivutha

C
AMBODIA is now among 
the 18 countries listed as 
“champions” of the Global 
Compact for Safe, Orderly 

and Regular Migration (GCM) due 
to the Kingdom’s demonstrated 
willingness to implement the GCM’s 
measures that protect and safeguard 
the interests of migrants.

The GCM is an inter-govern-
mental agreement established by 
the UN General Assembly in 2018 
as the first comprehensive treaty 
of the UN to be ratified with the 
objective of improving interna-
tional cooperation on the topic of 
migration.

Chou Bun Eng, secretary of state 
for the Ministry of Interior, told 
The Post on March 28 that achiev-
ing champion status was a point 
of honour and pride for Cambodia 
and that it came about because the 
Kingdom had made every effort to 
humanely address the challenges 
posed by migration.

Bun Eng said the issue of migra-
tion had become a hot topic due to 
the increasing number of migrants 
globally, both legal and illegal. 

She noted that migrants today 
faced increasing vulnerabilities and 
were sometimes burdens on both 
their countries of origin and desti-
nation because of the costs associ-
ated with providing social services 
– especially while dealing with the 
current economic crisis – and the is-
sues surrounding human trafficking 
and labour exploitation, which was 
often akin to modern slavery.

“Cambodia’s commitment to the 
implementation of GCM is critical 
to addressing challenges related to 
migration and to maximise our op-
portunities for cooperation on this 
issue with other nations,” she said.

Bung Eng said Cambodia had de-
cided to apply for champion status 
at the encouragement of the Inter-
national Organisation for Migra-
tion (IOM), which recognised the 
hard work and effort that Cambo-
dia had already done in addressing 
this issue.

Earlier in 2020, Hun Sen wrote a 
letter to IOM director-general An-
tonio Vitorino in Geneva stating 
that the Cambodian government 
was keen to becoming a champion 
country as a testament of its firm 
commitment and progress towards 
the implementation of the GCM.

The UN sent a response letter to 
the government in February, af-
firming the Kingdom’s GCM cham-
pion status and congratulating 
the country on the many achieve-
ments in this area and willingness 
to address the issues surround-
ing migration despite Cambodia’s 

difficulties due to the Covid-19  
pandemic.

Hun Sen stated that the Cam-
bodian government welcomed 
noble initiatives like the GCM 
and would continue to work to 
align national policies with GCM 
objectives.

Military officers assist over 100 migrant workers returning from Thailand through Banteay Meanchey province in April last year. Banteay Meanchey provincial adMinistration

The Nokor Tep Hospital in Prey Sar commune of Phnom Penh’s Dangkor district. heng chivoan



Orm Bunthoeurn

THE Apsara National Author-
ity (ANA) has denied allega-
tions that it usurped land 
belonging to residents in Tani 
village of Banteay Srei district’s 
Run Ta Ek commune in order 
to create a tourist attraction. 

Currently, 24 out of 38 of the 
families living in the affected 
area refuse to accept the set-
tlement offered by ANA.

ANA spokesman Long Kosal 
said creating an eco-village 
tourist attraction in Tani vil-
lage was a goal that had been 
set many years ago. He said 
ANA had not grabbed any-
one’s land because the issue 
had already been mediated 
and resolved.

“No state institution en-
croached on residents’ land 
and ANA certainly has noth-
ing to do with any land en-
croachment. But in order to 
reach an agreeable solution, 
we exchanged some land and 
we bought some land from 
the residents. 

“This issue has already been 
addressed and resolved by the 
expert committee,” he said.

Kosal said the creation of the 
eco-village was intended to at-
tract tourists to help the local 
people, but some of them were 
refusing to cooperate with the 
authorities and find ways to re-
solve their complaints. 

“Some residents will not co-
operate and will not comply 

with the law or stick to agree-
ments they’ve made in the 
past. They continue to protest 
because some perpetrators 
with hidden motives are in-
citing them to do so,” he said 
without further elaboration. 

Huon Ravuth acts as repre-
sentative for the 24 families in 
Tani village who have not ac-
cepted the resolution offered 
by the authorities.

“Around 38 families denied 
ever selling their land and 
asked for a land swap, but 
the land offered in exchange 

wasn’t equal to the land they 
had to give up. Only 14 fami-
lies agreed to this land swap 
as compensation and each of 
those families received a 20m 
by 30m plot. The remaining 24 
families refuse to accept the of-
fer,” Ravuth said.

Pun Pon, a 40-year-old resi-
dent of Tani village, said the 24 
families holding out wanted 
96ha of land in total for them 
to divide and share among 
themselves because they have 
farmed and occupied the land 
for many years. He said the 
share offered by the authori-
ties was not enough and was 
distributed unequally because 
some families would get mon-
ey and others would get plots 
of land of varying sizes. 

“The authorities offered us 
plots sized 20m by 30m and we 
can’t accept that because it’s 

inappropriate [for farming]. 
It’s far too small, more like a 
burial plot to dig a grave. 

“It won’t be enough when 
each family used to occupy 
many hectares of land here. 
How can we share it? Some 
families have dozens of mem-
bers,” he said.

Sous Narin, provincial in-
vestigator for rights group Ad-
hoc, said ANA should provide 
more land in that area to the 
affected people or offer them 
appropriate compensation.

“Clearing people’s land 
without compensation is a 
violation of land tenure, even 
though they do not have land 
titles. 

“It’s understood that the vil-
lage and commune authori-
ties know and recognise where 
exactly the people’s land is in 
that area,” he said. 

National
4 THE PHNOM PENH POST  mARCH  29, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Nov Sivutha

THE publication committee 
of the Khmer Writers’ Associa-
tion is collecting copies of all 
of the Khmer-language publi-
cations printed between 1960 
and 1975 in order to reprint 
selected works and make them 
available for distribution as a 
means of promoting national 
literacy in Cambodia. 

Lek Chumnor, the direc-
tor of Khmer Book Publish-
ing and vice-president of the 
Khmer Writers’ Association, 
told The Post on march 28 
that his association will first 
publish four books this year 
including a novel published 
in 1972 written by Im Chhum 
and the novel Mealea Duong 
Chet written by Nou Hach.

“The purpose of this publica-
tion is to disseminate outstand-
ing [Khmer-language] works 
so the public can get to know 
them and learn from them. It’s 
also to promote and encour-
age literacy in Cambodia in a 
way that is broadly based on 
books written in a standardised 
[Khmer] language,” he said.

He said the books selected to 
be republished would depend 
on the quality of the writing and 
their overall merit as literature 
and that the reprinted books 

will be distributed through 
bookstores, public libraries and 
national institutions.

Chumnor said he expected 
that republishing many of these 
works from 1960 to 1975 will 

have broad public support be-
cause some of them are already 
being taught as part of Cambo-
dia’s school curriculum. 

He noted that his association’s 
long-term goal was widely pro-

moting the establishment of a 
national Khmer-language body 
of literature through the publi-
cation of books that would all 
follow a standardised language 
format and guidelines.

Khmer books from 1960-1975 set for reprint

Surge in online 
child sex abuse 
worrying: NGO
Voun Dara

T
HE child protection 
NGO Action Pour Les 
Enfants (APLE) has 
been concerned by 

the increase of child exploita-
tion and the sharing of porno-
graphic pictures of young girls 
and women via the internet 
in Cambodia, following the 
report of 30 such cases in the 
first quarter of this year.

APLE executive director 
Samleang Seila told The Post 
that internet usage among 
children and youth has in-
creased, particularly mobile 
internet. This poses a concern 
as children and youth are 
not properly educated about 
safety in using the technol-
ogy and could face the risk of 
child sexual exploitation.

“In the first quarter of this 
year, we received 30 cases, most 
of them related to spreading 
and exploiting obscene pic-
tures on the internet. 

“There are also cases in 
which Telegram groups are 
created to sell pornographic 
pictures and videos of both 
children and adults,” he said.

He said that last year APLE 
recorded 65 cases, mostly shar-
ing obscene pictures of chil-
dren on Facebook, but without 
exploitative intentions. Com-
pared to last year’s figure, he 
said the number of cases has 
increased this year, especially 
via Telegram groups.

most of the children who 
experienced sexual abuse 
were tricked by individuals 
who used fake identities to 

communicate with and at-
tract girls to exchange naked 
pictures or meet in the real 
world, he said.

“Those naked pictures were 
then used by perpetrators to 
threaten and force victims to 
have sex or to extort money 
from young girls,” he added.

Recently, a Cambodian 
teacher was arrested by po-
lice following a court order for 
threatening his student online. 
The teacher allegedly threat-
ened to post naked pictures of 
her on social media unless she 
gave him money. The victim 
decided to give the teacher a 
lot of money, Seila said.

“Such a case is of high con-
cern for the safety of children 
who are using social media or 
the internet, especially girls,” 
he said, adding that the inves-
tigation is complicated and 
producing few results.

National Police spokesman 
Chhay Kim Khoeun said he 
had not received all the reports 
on child exploitation via the 
internet. He said the ministry 
of Interior has the Anti-Cyber 
Crime Department and Anti-
human Trafficking and Juve-
nile Protection Department 
working on the issue.

National Cambodian Coun-
cil for Children (NCCC) sec-
retary-general Nhep Sopheap 
could not be reached for com-
ment on march 28.

To raise awareness on the is-
sue, APLE recently produced 
a video about online sexual 
exploitation. APLE urged the 
public to report such cases to 
them for intervention.

The association will reprint Khmer-language publications from 1960 to 1975. Khmer Writers AssociAtion

ANA denies allegations it grabbed 
land to develop tourist attraction

Protesters gather on the disputed land in Siem Reap province’s Banteay Srei district. FAcebooK



A pregnant gaur found dead in Oddar Meanchey province on Saturday. Police
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

SOmE farmers in Siem reap 
province have introduced drip 
and sprinkler irrigation tech-
niques to save fertiliser and 
water and to produce good 
quality crops and products 
healthy for consumers.

Villagers said the systems are 
applied to fruit and vegetable 
farming. The two systems are 
the drip and sprinkler tech-
niques, introduced by an agri-
cultural expert team.

huot Loem, 56, farmer in Svay 
chek village of angkor Thom 
district’s Svay chek commune, 
said growing crops with tra-
ditional techniques could not 
improve his family’s livelihood. 
This is because his farmland is 
small and there are water short-
ages in the dry season.

“at the moment, my family is 
practicing the drip system on 
the roots of fruit and vegeta-
bles, including papaya, pump-
kin, watermelon, cucumber, 
rice, eggplant and tomatoes.

“For leafy and tuberous veg-
etables such as cabbage, rad-
ish, beets and ginger, I use the 
sprinkler system to irrigate their 
stems and leaves,” he said.

Loem said implementing 
these two systems has enabled 
his family to produce crops in 
all seasons with his 500sqm 
farmland. This could support 
his family’s livelihoods, espe-
cially at a time when cambodia 
is facing the covid-19 crisis.

Srey Phorn, a 62-year-old 
farmer in chi Kreng village of 

chi Kraeng district’s chi Kraeng 
commune, said adopting the 
systems required a lot of capi-
tal that is beyong the reach of 
poor farmers like himself.

“I don’t have enough money 
to buy the equipment for irriga-
tion. But I see my neighbours 
are using these new techniques. 
They could get good quality 
and quantity and also sell at a 
higher price. It’s because the 
vegetables are safe and pesti-
cides aren’t used,” he said.

Provincial Department of ag-
riculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
director Tea Kim Soth acknowl-
edged that the cultivation of 
fruit and vegetables using these 
systems is costly and poor farm-
ers cannot afford them.

he said irrigation using the 
drip and sprinkler systems 
require specialised equip-
ment including ground-water 
pumps and irrigation pumps. 
Big pipes and small pipes also 
need to be installed under-
ground around the plants. 

Farmers also have to dig a 
pump well and a small pond 
nearby. Some crops need to 
use plastic covering to retain 
moisture and prevent vegeta-
bles’ roots from spoiling.

“In order to provide the best 
products to consumers, farm-
ers should choose the appro-
priate irrigation method and 
avoid using pesticides,” he said, 
adding that farmers who want 
to expand their knowledge of 
modern farming techniques 
are encouraged to contact his 
department for assistance.

S reap farmers adopt
new irrigation methodSrah Srang water at risk for

evaporation this dry season
Long Kimmarita

T
hE apsara National 
authority (aNa) said 
that by the end of this 
year’s dry season, the 

angkorian era Srah Srang may 
dry up as it had not been refilled 
with water when experts were 
repairing the temple standing 
in the middle of the reservoir.

“The water level in Srah 
Srang is low and the remain-
ing water will evaporate very 
quickly due to the heat of the 
current weather,” aNa said.

Srah Srang is a 780m by 
380m reservoir located to the 
east of Banteay Kdei temple. It 
was dug in the angkorian era 
in the late 12th and early 13th 
centuries during the reign of 
Jayavarman VII.

Srah Srang boasts a beauti-
ful terrace made of sandstone 
and lateritic, with a cross 
shape, naga handrails and 
stone lion guards. It always 
had water with a pleasant sur-
rounding landscape but does 
not have a water drainage sys-
tem. It depends on rainwater 
and groundwater that seeps in 
from the East Baray reservoir. 

In the 2015 dry season, 
Srah Srang also experienced 
low water levels due to a se-
vere drought.

aNa spokesperson Long Ko-
sal told The Post on march 28 
that Srah Srang was not filled 

with water during last year’s 
rainy season and may dry up 
this year. This is the reason 
workers were in a hurry to finish 
the restoration work on time.

asked why the drought will 
not affect the surrounding 
temples’ foundations, Kosal 
said Srah Srang’s function is 

not to stabilise the temples. 
Nevertheless, it will have wa-
ter again when the rainy sea-
son comes.

“The temple in the middle 
of Srah Srang has already been 
repaired. But this reservoir will 
not have water because the wa-
ter wasn’t replenished last year. 

We don’t have the ability to 
pump water into the reservoir 
because it is so big,” he said.

he said aNa will make 
a public notice about the 
drought at Srah Srang to let 
people and tourists know in 
advance about the situation 
and to avoid any surprises.

Srah Srang, which has a temple stading in the middle, boasts a beautiful terrace made of sandstone and 
lateritic, with a cross shape, naga handrails and stone lion guards. information ministry

hunt on for gaur poachers in 
Oddar meanchey sanctuary  
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

LOcaL authorities in Oddar 
meanchey province are on the 
lookout for suspects who killed 
a pregnant gaur last week in 
Lomtong village of anlong Veng 
district’s Lomtong commune. 

commune deputy police 
chief men moul said on march 
28 officers were patrolling the 
forest to prevent migrant 
workers from Thailand escap-
ing quarantine when they 
spotted the pregnant gaur car-
cass in the bush near the base 
of a mountain in the village.

“The pregnant gaur was like-
ly shot by hunters because it 
was injured near its right ear. It 
was shot elsewhere and it tried 
to escape and died in the bush,” 
he said, adding that the animal 
died a few days prior as the car-
cass was already decomposing. 
Officers buried it on the spot.

Provincial Department of 
Environment director Phuong 
Lina said on march 28 the 
location where the carcass was 
found is not situated inside the 
wildlife sanctuary.

according to Lina, villagers 
and local authorities claimed 

they had recently spotted a 
herd of 10 gaurs grazing in rub-
ber and cassava plantations.

“We were so saddened when 
we heard about the gaur’s 
death. We suspect that it was 
shot but it was not in a pro-
tected area” he said. 

Lina called on people and rel-
evant authorities to participate 
in preservation work for wildlife 
including prohibiting hunting. 

he said the gaur is an endan-
gered species whose population 
is low. The animals are current-
ly facing habitat loss and being 
hunted for meat and trade.
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,800 16,780 16,980 16,760

2 GTI 4,100 4,120 4,180 4,020

3 PAS 13,100 13,020 13,160 13,000

4 PEPC 3,040 3,000 3,090 3,000

5 PPAP 13,100 13,100 13,100 13,060

6 PPSP 1,860 1,860 1,870 1,850

7 PWSA 6,340 6,320 6,360 6,280

Date: March 26, 2021

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,055 1.2574 6.539 109.74 4.1465 1.3465 31.07 0.7619 1.1795 1.3779

Continued from page 1

handout programme to poor and 
vulnerable people affected by cov-
id-19 in a fifth round from april 
through to June.

The government also appealed to 
ministries, public institutions and 
private owners of commercial lease 
properties to refrain from terminat-
ing contracts with or evicting ten-
ants that are unable to make timely 
rent payments.

“The government will continue to 
regularly monitor the situation of 
covid-19, social, economic and 
financial situations in the world, the 
region and in the country to review 
and assess the effects of covid-19 on 
cambodia’s major economic sectors 
to update and prepare further neces-
sary measures, aimed at restoring 
and promoting economic growth 
under the economic-restoration stra-
tegic plan framework during and 
after the covid-19 crisis,” it said.

Gov’t to keep 
tabs on covid, 
prepare future 
relief measures

cDc greenlights five projects worth $1.3B
Hin Pisei

ThE government on march 26 
approved five new investment 
projects worth about $1.3 billion and 
expected to absorb 2,250 workers, 
even amid a dramatic escalation in 
the aSEaN member’s fight against 
the spread of the covid-19 disease.

The projects include huadian Sih-
anoukville Power Generation co Ltd’s 
$1,283 million 700mW coal-fired 
power plant and Fang hua Poly-
urethane material (cambodia) co 
Ltd’s $1 million factory, according to 
the council for the Development of 
cambodia (cDc).

The ventures will be located in 
Sihanoukville Special Economic Zone 
and are expected to provide 520 and 
420 jobs, respectively.

additionally, Island Laboratoire co 
Ltd’s $6.3 million pharmaceutical fac-
tory in Phnom Penh’s chroy changvar 
district will create 260 jobs, herba 
(cambodia) co Ltd’s $3.6 million agri-
cultural processing and packaging 
factory in Phnom Penh Special Eco-
nomic Zone will bring 120 new jobs 
and YT Plastic co Ltd’s $5.8 million 
electrical-equipment, light-bulb and 
lamp-components plant in Shandong 

Sunshell (Svay rieng) Special Eco-
nomic Zone in Svay rieng province’s 
Bavet town will deliver 930 jobs.

hong Vanak, director of Interna-
tional Economics at the royal acad-
emy of cambodia, told The Post on 
march 28 that most of these invest-

ment projects are chinese-owned, 
suggesting that the developments 
come as windfall from the cambo-
dia-china Bilateral Free Trade agree-
ment signed in 2020.

This and similar pacts with other 
trade partners will entice internation-

al players to invest in cambodia, or set 
up factories in the Kingdom, he said.

“Without all the agreements, cam-
bodia would definitely have trouble 
wooing international investors to 
invest,” Vanak said.

The government is working to revise 
procedures to enable cooperation with 
many countries to expand, he said. 
more investment will further cut down 
on outbound labour migration.

cDc approved 238 investment 
projects worth a total of $8.2 billion 
last year, down 12 per cent from 2019, 
according to a cDc press statement.

Speaking at a workshop on “Sustain-
able Investment Opportunities in 
cambodia” hosted by the UK-aSEaN 
Business council via video link last 
month, cDc secretary-general Sok 
chenda Sophea noted this decline 
was small compared to the global 
trend and partially buoyed by a raft of 
measures launched by the govern-
ment during the covid-19 outbreak.

“This decline is still at an optimal 
level compared to the United Nations 
conference on Trade and Develop-
ment [UNcTaD] forecast for foreign 
direct investment flows in the world, 
that they’d be reduced by about 42 
per cent in 2020,” he said.

The Council for the Development of Cambodia (CDC) on Friday approved five new 
investment projects worth about $1.3 billion and expected to absorb 2,250 workers. CDC

Duty-free access to 
VN for 31 tariff lines
Thou Vireak

T
hIrTY-one cambodi-
an tariff lines – mostly 
agricultural products 
– now carry the zero 

rate to neighbouring Vietnam 
for 2021-2022, the ministry 
of commerce announced on 
march 25.

This comes as the Bilateral 
Trade Facilitation agreement 
for 2021-2022 was formally 
ratified after the completion 
of internal procedures, with 
retroactive benefits for ex-
ports, the ministry said.

The pact was reached by 
a 18th cambodia-Vietnam 
Joint commission meeting 
on December 22.

The ministry invited export-
ers to apply for the co Form S 
– available on its website – to 
ship goods of the tariff lines 
to Vietnam.

It also called on exporters 
who want to ship milled rice or 
dried tobacco leaves duty-free 

this year to specify the desired 
amount to the Export-Import 
Department under the min-
istry’s Trade Support Services 
General Directorate by may 26.

cambodia and Vietnam inked 
the trade-facilitation agreement 
in October 2016 to drop import 
tariffs on dozens of products in 
an effort to boost bilateral trade 
and have renewed it every two 
years since. The goods covered 
in the deal, however, are deter-
mined on a yearly basis.

Pann chantrea, owner of 
Thorn chea rice mill in Tbong 
Khmum province’s O’reang-
ou district, told The Post that 
the renewed agreement will 
boost the price of paddy, create 
a strong market for cambodi-
an farmers and improve their 
livelihoods to another level.

“It’ll help keep the prices of 
cambodian farmers’ paddy 
more competitive because 
Vietnamese traders venture to 
buy at higher prices,” she said.

cambodia chamber of 

commerce vice-president 
Lim heng said the agreement 
will further reinforce trade ties 
between the two countries.

“It will be mutually ben-
eficial to trade relations and 
boost cambodia’s economic 
growth,” he said.

he noted that Vietnam and 
Thailand are indispensable 
markets for cambodia’s agri-
cultural products.

“It’s wonderful news that 
we’ll be able to export duty-
free into Vietnam. The bulk 
of our agricultural products 
are exported to Vietnam and 
Thailand, and without these 
two as gateways, our crops 
would saturate their market, 
given that the private sector 
in the country lacks the capi-
tal to buy agricultural prod-
ucts for storage,” heng said.

Vietnam will continue to pro-
vide duty-free quotas on 3,000 
tonnes of dried tobacco leaves 
and 300,000 tonnes of milled 
rice this year as part of the 

agreement, according to minis-
try spokesman Seang Thay.

The Kingdom exported 
1,377 tonnes of dried tobacco 
leaves to Vietnam last year val-
ued at $4,197,500, down 34.37 
per cent by volume from 2,098 
tonnes in 2019, according to 
data from the ministry.

cambodia’s total exports to 
Vietnam showed positive signs 

in 2020, even as the covid-19 
pandemic triggered tighter bor-
der control over fears of spread-
ing the novel coronavirus.

Trade between the Kingdom 
and Vietnam was worth $3.020 
billion in 2020, inching down 1.1 
per cent from $3.054 the previ-
ous year, according to ministry 
of commerce statistics.

cambodia exported $385.79 

million worth of goods to 
Vietnam in 2020, surging 
14.88 per cent from $335.82 
million in 2019, and imported 
$2.634 billion, down 3.10 per 
cent from $2.718 billion.

The Kingdom’s trade defi-
cit with Vietnam reduced 
to $2.248 billion, marking a 
nearly six per cent drop from 
$2.382 billion in 2019.

The Kingdom’s trade deficit with Vietnam reduced to $2.248 billion, marking a nearly six per cent drop from 
$2.382 billion in 2019. SUPPLIED
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SBI LY HOUR Bank Plc, a joint-
venture between LY HOUR Group 
and SBI Holdings Inc, on March 
29 launched a newly renovated  
branch at the Central Commercial 
Zone 

The new branch is located in 
Chbar Ampov 2 at building 25, 
National Road No1, Sangkat Chh-
bar Ampov Timouy, Khan Chhbar 
Ampov, Phnom Penh.

SBI LY HOUR Bank, which 
obtained a commercial banking 
licence from the National Bank of 
Cambodia in March 2020, is one 
of the fastest growing financial 
institutions in the Kingdom 

Despite the global impact due 
to the Covid-19 outbreak, SBI LY 
HOUR Bank will continue to of-
fer financial services to meet the 
demands of both urban and rural 

customers in the low and middle 
income segments. 

SBI LY HOUR Bank has offered 
more than 1,500 jobs to Cambo-
dians in its 25 branches across 25 
provinces in the Kingdom as of the 
end of this February. 

A newly established bank, SBI 
LY HOUR Bank will attract more 
funds from foreign and domestic 
sources to provide the best finan-
cial services to attract long-term 
investment from Japanese subsid-
iaries to further promote economic 
stability in Cambodia. 

The manager of the Chhbar Am-
pov 2 branch, Khim Kanga – with 
more than 12 years of banking 
experience in managing branch 
operations and service quality 
management – is committed to 
customers’ financial goals. 

SBI LY HOUR Bank launches its new Chbar 
Ampov 2 branch in Central Commercial Zone

For more details, please contact: 
Mrs Khim Kanga, branch manager
Tel: (855)92 939 899
Email: kanga.khim@sbilhbank.com.kh

Optimism but 
concern as 
megaship still 
stuck in Suez
h

OPE rose on march 
28 that salvage ef-
forts would free a 
mammoth contain-

er ship blocking the Suez canal 
for six days, crippling interna-
tional trade and causing losses 
worth millions of dollars.

The marineTraffic and Ves-
selFinder applications said two 
tugboats were on their way to 
the vital waterway to help the 
salvage operation, while ex-
perts pinned hope on a high 
tide to dislodge the vessel.

The Italian-flagged carlo 
magno and the Dutch-flagged 
alp Guard were in the red Sea 
en route to the Suez canal, the 
ship-tracking websites said.

The mV Ever Given, which is 
longer than four football fields, 
has been wedged diagonally 
across the span of the canal 
since march 23, blocking the 
waterway in both directions.

The crisis has forced compa-
nies to reconsider re-routing 
vessels around africa’s cape 
of Good hope, a longer and 
more expensive way to travel 
between asia and Europe.

Billions of dollars of cargo 

are now stalled at either end 
of the Suez canal and each 
passing day results in millions 
of dollars in losses for Egypt 
and commercial enterprises 
around the world.

Several notes of optimism 
were struck on march 27, in-
cluding from Suez canal au-
thority chief Osama rabie, 
who told a news conference 
that the megaship could be 
afloat by march 28 night.

“We could finish today or to-
morrow [march 28], depending 
on the ship’s responsiveness” 
to high tides, he said, adding 
that 14 tugboats were deployed 
around the stricken vessel.

rabie later told an Egyp-
tian news channel the ship 
“moved 30 degrees from left 
and right” for the first time 
late on march 27.

“It is a good sign,” he said.
hopes have been pinned on 

the spring high tide expected 
to start on march 28 night.

“If they don’t manage to dis-
lodge it during that high tide, 
the next high tide is not there 
for another couple of weeks, 
and that becomes problem-

atic,” Plamen Natzkoff, an ex-
pert at VesselsValue, has said.

Despite some predictions that 
the megaship could be refloat-
ed soon, Lloyd’s List, a shipping 
data and news company, said 
on march 28 there was a “surge” 
in the number of vessels opting 
to go around africa.

It said on Twitter: “most major 
container lines are now divert-
ing ships round cape of Good 
hope and warning of supply 
chain disruption ahead. Some 
are starting to reject bookings.”

‘Human error’
richard meade, an editor at 

Lloyd’s List, added: “Sources 
close to the salvage operation 
told me this morning that 
optimism within the team of 
experts on site was rising and 
they were hoping that the 
vessel could be moved within 
the next 24-48 hours. But the 
lines have clearly made their 
call already.”

The 400m long, 200,000-
tonne mV Ever Given, veered 
off course in the Suez canal 
on march 23, with officials 
blaming 40-knots gusts and a 
sandstorm for the accident.

But rabie on march 27 said 
“technical or human errors” 

could be behind the grounding 
of the Taiwan-run, Panama-
flagged container ship near the 
southern end of the canal.

almost as long as New York’s 
Empire State Building is high, 
the ship is diagonally block-
ing the 193km long canal, and 
more than 320 ships are stalled 
at either end, rabie said.

Egypt is losing some $12-14 
million in revenue from the 
canal for each day it is closed, 
rabie added, while Lloyd’s List 
has said the blockage is hold-
ing up an estimated $9.6 bil-
lion worth of cargo each day 
between asia and Europe.

In a sign of the knock-on 
effects, Syrian authorities on 
march 27 said they had been 
forced to ration already scarce 
fuel supplies, as the Suez sus-
pension “has impacted oil 
imports to Syria and slowed 
arrival of a ship carrying fuel 
and oil products”.

and romania’s animal 
health agency said on march 
27 that 11 ships carrying live-
stock out of the country were 
affected by the blockage. 
NGO animals International 
warned of a potential “trag-
edy” affecting some 130,000 
animals. AFP

Tug boats and dredgers 
 attempt to free the 

Taiwan-operated MV 
Ever Given lodged 

sideways and impeding 
all traffic across Egypt’s 
Suez Canal on Saturday. 

MAXAR TECHNOLOGIES/AFP



ALTHOUGH China is the world’s 
second-largest cotton producer, 
it still faces a shortage. The 
country produced 5.95 million 
metric tonnes of cotton during 
the 2020-2021 season, which 
ended in January, but the 
demand was about 7.8 million 
tonnes, the China Grain Reserves 
Group said in a statement.

Xinjiang manufactured 5.2 
million tonnes of cotton dur-
ing the season, about 87 per 
cent of the nation’s total pro-
duction, the group said.

To resolve the shortage, Chi-
na needs to import two million 
tonnes of cotton from coun-
tries including Brazil and India 
every year, the group said.

The region is well known for 
its premium, long-fibre cot-
ton, which is popular in 
domestic and global markets. 
In 2019, more than 42 per cent 
of the region’s cotton was har-
vested by machinery rather 
than hand thanks to advanced 
farming technology, it added.

Chinese social media users on 
March 24 called for a boycott of 
H&M, the world’s second-largest 
clothing retailer, after the Swed-

ish company said it wouldn’t use 
cotton from the Xinjiang Uighur 
Autonomous Region.

In a statement in March last 
year, H&M said it wouldn’t work 
with any Xinjiang garment man-
ufacturing factories, nor would 
it source products from the 
region because the company 
was concerned about reports of 
accusations of forced labour.

Although the statement has 
been on its official website for 
more than one year, it recent-
ly caught attention after neti-

zens reposted it on Chinese 
social media sites.

By noon on March 25, H&M 
products were removed from 
all major Chinese e-commerce 
platforms, including Taobao 
and JD. Huang Xuan and Song 
Qian, two Chinese brand 
ambassadors of H&M with 
millions of followers on social 
media, have severed ties with 
the company, according to an 
announcement from their rep-
resentative on March 24.

H&M has more than 400 

stores in China.
Further, the Chinese public 

has noticed that international 
companies including Nike, 
Adidas, Zara, Fila and Gap 
have issued similar statements 
about Xinjiang, which has trig-
gered calls for wider boycotts 
of those brands.

These companies are all mem-
bers of the Better Cotton Initia-
tive, a Switzerland-based organ-
isation that decided to suspend 
cooperation with licensed farm-
ers in Xinjiang during the 2020-
2021 cotton season over persist-
ent allegations of forced labour 
in the region, the organisation 
said in March last year.

According to its official web-
site, the organisation has 2,100 
members worldwide, of which 
nearly 500 are from China, 
including five retailers and 
brands and 485 suppliers and 
manufacturers.

About 67 per cent of the cot-
ton produced in Xinjiang is 
used domestically, as China is 
the largest cotton consumer in 
the world, the China Grain 
Reserves Group said. CHINA DAILY/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Thai bourse 
‘the highest’ 
fundraiser for 
ASEAN firms

THE Thai stock market 
has the highest fundrais-
ing value among ASEAN 

countries in the first quarter of 
this year, the Stock Exchange of 
Thailand (SET) said on March 26.

Dr Soraphol Tulayasathien, head 
of corporate strategy division, 
said Thailand’s fundraising as of 
February this year was 46.1 billion 
baht ($1.48 billion), followed by 
Indonesia’s 5.96 billion baht and 
Malaysia’s 497 million baht.

In the first quarter of this year, 
five companies launched initial 
public offerings (IPOs) with mar-
ket capitalisation of 217.41 billion 
baht at IPO price.

Of those companies, PTT Oil and 
Retail Business (OR) and Rojukiss 
International (KISS) were listed 
on the SET, while Jakpaisan 
Estate (JAK), TQR and President 
Automobile Industries (PACO) 
were listed in the Market for 
Alternative Investment.

Manpong Senanarong, head of 
issuer and listing division, said up 
to 30 companies, property funds, 
real estate investment trusts 
and infrastructure funds are 
expected to be listed in the Thai 
stock market this year. “Of these, 
10 companies are ready to raise 
funds in the stock market, while 
eight companies are filing their 
documents with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission [SEC].”

Manpong expected Thai stock 
market capitalisation this year to 
be similar to the previous year of 
555 billion baht.

Asia Plus Group Holdings CEO 
Kongkiat Opaswongkarn said four 
companies with the securities 
company’s support – Asset Wise 
(ASW), Mena Transport (MENA), 
NSL Foods (NSL) and Proen Corp 
(PROEN) – had received approval 
from the SEC to launch their IPOs. 
“Three of these companies are 
expected to launch their IPOs in 
the first half of this year, and one 
company in the second half.” THE 

NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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TWO of South Korea’s leading 
banks, Shinhan and Hana, 
have indirectly provided loans 
and investments to firms with 
links to Myanmar’s military, 
data exclusively obtained by 
The Korea Herald showed.

In September 2019, Shin-
han Bank’s branch in Yangon, 
Myanmar’s largest city, issued 
loans worth 847 million won 
($750,000) to Myanmar Posco 
C&C. The coated steel company 
was jointly established by Posco 
Group’s steel sheet-making arm 
Posco C&C and Myanmar Eco-
nomic Holdings (MEHL), one of 
two military-owned conglom-
erates, according to data from 
activist group Justice for Myan-
mar. The other is the Myanmar 
Economic Corp.

Myanmar Posco C&C was 
established in 2013. The two 
companies’ first joint ven-
ture – Myanmar Posco Steel, 
a steelmaking company – was 
founded in 1997. The mili-
tary-controlled MEHL has a 
30 per cent stake in each firm, 
Justice for Myanmar said.

Justice for Myanmar spokes-
person Yadanar Maung said: 
“Any Korean bank that pro-
vided loans to Posco is at 
risk of supporting Posco’s 
complicity in serious human 
rights violations in Myanmar.

“Shinhan Bank’s loan to the 
Myanmar military joint ven-
ture in 2019 was egregious. 
We call on the bank to cut any 
other possible ties with the 
military-related businesses, 
which finance atrocity crimes 
in Myanmar.”

Posco Group admitted that its 
Myanmar Posco C&C received 
loans from Shinhan Bank that 
year. Shinhan bank declined 
to comment on the issue, only 
confirming that the loan was 
repaid in May last year.

The civic group also voiced 
criticism of Hana Bank, which 
has maintained financial ties 
with the Bank for Investment 
and Development of Vietnam 
(BIDV), the largest state-
owned bank in the country in 
terms of assets. The Vietnam-
ese state bank directly financ-
es a military-affiliated telecom 
operator in Myanmar called 
Mytel, the group said.

Mytel is a joint venture be-
tween Star High Co, a sub-
sidiary of the junta-owned 
Myanmar Economic Corp 
and Viettel, which is owned 
by Vietnam’s national defence 
ministry. Star High Company 
has a 28 per cent stake in the 

telecoms carrier.
In July 2018, the BIDV pro-

vided loans worth $11.5 mil-
lion to Mytel, which were to 
be paid in nine instalments 
starting June this year until 
2023, data showed.

To speed up its expansion in 
Vietnam, Hana Bank acquired 
15 per cent of the BIDV’s shares 
worth 1.01 trillion won in No-
vember 2019, becoming the 
second-largest shareholder.

Maung said: “[Justice for 
Myanmar] calls on Hana Bank, 
the biggest foreign sharehold-
er in BIDV, to use its leverage 
to ensure the BIDV cuts ties 
with the military-controlled 
mobile operator Mytel.”

Hana Bank, in response, 
said the deal shouldn’t be 
viewed as “direct financing” 
of Myanmar’s military be-
cause it took place before the 
takeover on February 1.

“The deal between the 
BIDV and Mytel was a normal 
financial transaction, which 
took place before the coup . . . 
We believe it is inappropriate 
to see the case as in providing 
direct financing to the mili-
tary,” said a Hana Bank offi-
cial. He added that the BIDV 
is also closely monitoring 
corporate risks related to the 
political unrest in Myanmar.

Regardless of the time gap 
between the transactions 
and the coup, however, banks 
should still have taken the 
human rights situation in 
Myanmar into account, as the 
Southeast Asian country was 
already the centre of interna-
tional attention for atrocities 
committed by its military, ac-
cording to local experts.

In late 2016, Myanmar’s 
armed forces started to per-
secute the Muslim Rohingya 
people, despite the presence 
of a democratic government 
led by Aung San Suu Kyi.

“Local lenders, which made 
inroads into Myanmar mar-
kets should have paid keen 
attention to the military‘s vio-
lations of human rights, even 
before the coup. The reason 
why they didn’t take actions 
against military-related busi-
nesses is because they lack 
internal regulations designed 
to prevent financing and in-
vestments for companies re-
sponsible for human rights 
issues,” said Yoon Jin-soo, 
head of the ESG business di-
vision at the Korea Corporate 
Governance Service. THE KOREA 

HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Two S Korea banks 
‘indirectly financed’ 
companies linked to 
Myanmar military

Thai fair shows off 60 
Cambodian products
Thou Vireak

T
HE Cambodian em-
bassy in Bangkok said 
it has helped bring 
more than 60 Cam-

bodian products to showcase 
at the 54th Diplomatic Red 
Cross Bazaar now being held 
in the Thai capital to raise 
money to support the royal 
family’s humanitarian work.

Held under the theme Shop 
the World at the Diplomatic Red 
Cross Bazaar from March 27-29 
on the fifth floor of Bangkok’s 
Siam Paragon Mall, the exhibi-
tion features booths of prod-
ucts from 55 countries and is 
presided over by Thai Princess 
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn.

The embassy noted that all 
proceeds from the event will 
be used to purchase medical 
equipment for hospitals and 
health care centres in remote 

areas of Thailand, to help the 
poor, to treat cleft lip and limb 
deformities, and provide glass-
es for students in rural regions.

“To contribute to the pro-
motion of the economy, di-
plomacy, trade, investment, 
tourism and culture, the [em-
bassy] has brought more than 
60 Cambodian products to 
be displayed and sold at this 
event,” it said, adding that 
these include foods, handi-
crafts and cosmetics. 

This year’s will be the first it-
eration of the event held in-per-
son and virtually, as is the trend 
amid the Covid-19 pandemic, 
according to an announcement 
from the event’s organisers.

In-person patrons can partic-
ipate in activities to win prizes 
and souvenirs, or enjoy per-
formances, it said, inviting the 
general public to its live stream 
on dpcredcrossbazaar.com.

Federation of Associations for 
Small and Medium Enterprises 
of Cambodia (Fasmec) presi-
dent Te Taingpor told The Post 
that the event hosted about 40 
of his members’ products.

In addition to participation 
in humanitarian efforts, the 
event also provides a plat-
form to widely promote Cam-
bodian products, he said.

“Every year that we’ve taken 
part at this event we’ve seen 
Cambodian products garner 
tonnes of support because 
they are of a level quality that 
conforms to ISO standards,” 
Taingpor said.

The Diplomatic Red Cross Ba-
zaar was first held in 1967 and is 
now popular among Thais and 
international tourists.

Its 53rd iteration held last 
year featured products from 
59 countries, or four more 
than this year’s event.

Thai Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn is shown around the 54th Diplomatic Red Cross Bazaar. SUPPLIED

Activist Wai Moe Naing (centre) walks with protesters during a rally 
against the military coup in Monywa, Sagaing region. ANONYMOUS/AFP

A cotton harvesting machine works in a field in Manas county, Hui 
autonomous prefecture of Changji, Northwest China’s Xinjiang Uighur 
Autonomous Region on October 17. XINHUA NEWS AGENCY/CHINA DAILY

Xinjiang cotton makes up 87% of China’s production



IRAN and China signed a 25-year “stra-
tegic cooperation pact” on March 27 in 
the latest expansion of Beijing’s flagship 
trillion-dollar Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI) as the US rivals build closer ties.

Negotiations for the deal, launched 
five years ago, sparked controversy in 
Iran last year and virtually no details 
of its contents have been released.

China is Iran’s leading trade partner 
and was one of the biggest buyers of 
Iranian oil before then-US president 
Donald Trump reimposed sweeping 
unilateral sanctions in 2018 after 
abandoning a multilateral nuclear 
agreement with Tehran.

The China-Iran pact, which Tehran 
said included “political, strategic and 
economic” components, was signed 
by the two countries’ foreign ministers, 
Wang Yi and Mohammad Javad Zarif, 
an AFP correspondent reported.

“We believe this document can be 
very effective in deepening” Iran-China 
relations, Iran’s foreign ministry spokes-
man Saeed Khatibzadeh said, recalling 
that the pact had first been proposed 
during a visit to Tehran by Chinese 
President Xi Jinping in January 2016.

Xi and his Iranian counterpart Has-
san Rouhani agreed then to establish 
a roadmap for “reciprocal investments 
in the fields of transport, ports, energy, 
industry and services”.

Xi has championed the BRI, a plan 
to fund infrastructure projects and 
increase China’s sway overseas.

In July, controversy erupted over the 
proposed deal after former president 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad charged that 
negotiations were being held for a 
“new, 25-year agreement with a for-
eign country” without the knowledge 
of the Iranian people.

The foreign minister was heckled in 
parliament when he assured lawmak-
ers there was “nothing secret” in the 
proposed deal, which he promised 
would be publicly announced “once 
it has been finalised”.

The government has yet to honour 
that promise and few details have 
been made public.

Zarif on March 27 called China “a 
friend in hard times”.

According to a statement from his 
office, he told Wang: “We thank China for 
its valuable positions and actions in a 
period of cruel sanctions against Iran.”

Wang was also hosted by President 
Rouhani, who voiced hope that China 
would “continue to be a major trading 
partner with Iran” and called for fur-
ther joint ventures, according to a 
presidency statement.

Wang’s visit to Tehran comes just 
days after he hosted Russian foreign 
minister Sergei Lavrov for talks in the 
Chinese city of Guilin.

With Iran facing a crushing eco-
nomic crisis, Supreme leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei has called for deep-
er relations with “trustworthy, 
independent countries like China”.

He had previously described the 
proposed cooperation agreement as 
“correct and reasonable”.

China and Russia are both parties 
to the troubled 2015 nuclear accord 
with Iran that Biden has said he hopes 
to revive.

They were both deeply critical of the 
unilateral sanctions on Iran reim-
posed by Trump and have backed 
efforts to revive the agreement. AFP

World
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Iran, China ink 
25-year pact 
on strategic 
cooperation

Without Trump, political fake 
news dips for now: US experts
T

WITTeR said it permanently 
suspended former US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s ac-
count after the January 6 

Capitol riot because there was a risk 
of further incitement of violence, fol-
lowing months of tweets disputing Joe 
Biden’s presidential election victory.

False and misleading claims about 
US politics have since plummeted, a 
trend Twitter and Facebook – which 
also blocked Trump but may reverse 
course – are keen to take credit for.

With Trump muted, a comparatively 
media-shy Biden in the White House, 
and no election cycle underway, US 
citizens remain interested in eco-
nomic recovery and a Covid-19 vac-
cine rollout but are not as consumed 
by politics as they were in 2020.

It is that shift in the news cycle, rather 
than any fundamental change in how 
people spread inaccurate information, 
that is responsible for a lower volume 
of political falsehoods, experts say.

“The single most important thing 
was de-platforming Donald Trump,” 
according to Professor Russell Muir-
head, co-author of A Lot of People Are 
Saying, a book title that plays on one 
of Trump’s most popular sayings, used 
when promoting unproven theories.

“It has removed a daily blizzard of 
misinformation from the ecosystem,” 
Muirhead said. “Not being bombard-
ed is helping people’s misinformation 
immune systems to reset themselves 
and recover.”

But the effect is likely temporary in 
an online environment where news 
shapes misinformation. Conspiracy 
theories about vaccines, for example, 
have flourished in 2021.

“The business of government, at its 
best, is not entertaining,” said Muir-
head. “And the Biden administration 

is determined to be un-entertaining. 
That being said, we can expect the 
volume of misinformation to go back 
up when we approach an election.”

Trump had more than 88 million 
followers when his Twitter account 
was suspended. Along with Face-
book posts, tweets were his primary 
method of alleging without evidence 
– more than 60 court cases have been 
lost – that voter fraud cost him a sec-
ond term.

Researchers are currently analysing 
the effects of election misinformation 

and the bans on Trump, but an early 
study in December showed that soft 
warning labels describing his tweets 
as containing disputed information 
did not stop them being shared.

In fact, those tweets tended to 
spread longer and farther, most 
probably a reflection of the partisan-
ship and loyalty of Trump supporters. 
Only a hard label that said a Trump 
tweet was false or misleading stopped 
it from being shared.

Joshua Tucker, a professor of poli-
tics and expert on data science and 

social media at New York University, 
said: “The overwhelming source of 
misinformation in 2020 was about 
the integrity of this election.

“We have this weird situation 
where two-thirds of Republicans still 
think the election was fraudulent. 
The drawn-out period of two and a 
half months between November and 
the inauguration meant the misinfor-
mation itself was interesting because 
there was an unresolved question 
about who was going to be president 
on January 21.” AFP

Thousands rally in Bangladesh after deadly clashes
THOUSANDS of people demonstrat-
ed in Bangladesh on March 27, a day 
after clashes between police and 
hardline Islamist protesters against a 
visit by Indian Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi left five dead.

The violence, which began on March 
26 at the main mosque in the capital 
Dhaka, rocked several key districts in 
the Muslim-majority nation of 168 

million, leaving scores injured.
A spokesman for the Border Guard 

Bangladesh (BGB), which also acts as 
a reserve paramilitary force for law 
and order, said it had deployed troops 
since March 26 night, without disclos-
ing the numbers involved.

Authorities also appeared to have 
restricted access to Facebook after imag-
es and reports of March 26’s violence 

were shared on the social media site.
But on March 27, thousands turned 

out to protest against police having 
opened fire and against Modi’s visit for 
independence day celebrations, fol-
lowing calls for nationwide demonstra-
tions from Hefazat-e-Islam, the coun-
try’s largest hardline Islamist outfit.

Several thousand supporters of 
Hefazat staged protests at Hathazari, 
a rural town outside the country’s sec-
ond largest city which witnessed the 
worst violence on March 26 when four 
protesters were shot dead.

Hefazat spokesman Jakaria Noman 
Foyezi said around 10,000 students of 
Hathazari Madrasa, a religious col-
lege, were on the road blocking a key 
highway linking the port city with the 
country’s hill districts.

Ruhul Amin, the government 
administrator of the town, said Hefazat 
supporters put up makeshift walls and 
dug up the road to block traffic, but 
that there was no violence.

Mohammad Jahangir, a senior 
Chittagong police officer, said border 
guards, police and the elite Rapid 
Action Battalion have been deployed 
to the town.

In the northern district town of 
Habiganj, police fired rubber bullets 

and tear gas at some 200 protesters 
from the main opposition party, police 
inspector Syedul Mostafa said.

He said: “They became unruly and 
pelted rocks at us. We fired rubber bullets 
and tear gas to disperse them. We have 
arrested 10 people for violence.”

The Manabjamin newspaper said 
at least 50 people were injured.

Local media also reported clashes 
at Gazipur, just north of Dhaka.

In the capital itself, hundreds of Islam-
ists gathered at the Baitul Mukarram 
Masjid, the country’s biggest mosque.

An AFP correspondent at the scene 
said the protesters, who chanted slo-
gans against Modi, were Hefazat sup-
porters.

Strike call
The disturbances came as Bangla-

desh marked 50 years of independ-
ence, with rights groups calling for an 
end to growing authoritarianism 
including forced disappearances and 
extra-judicial killings.

“The scenes of violence we wit-
nessed . . . follow a worryingly familiar 
pattern of behaviour by the Bangla-
deshi authorities,” rights group 
Amnesty International said, referring 
to March 26’s violence. AFP

US President Joe Biden leaves St Joseph on the Brandywine Catholic Church in Wilmington, Delaware, on Saturday. AFP

Activists of the Hefazat-e Islam, a hard-line islamist group, walk along a road during a 
demonstration on the outskirts of Dhaka on Saturday, a day after deadly clashes with police 
during a protest against Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi visit to Bangladesh. AFP



10 THE PHNOM PENH POST  march  29, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

ASEAN

Defence chiefs condemn myanmar 
army after killing at least 90 in a day
D

efence chiefs from a dozen 
countries on march 28 joint-
ly condemned the bloodbath 
in myanmar a day earlier, 

when at least 90 people – including sev-
eral children – were killed after security 
forces opened fire on protesters.

The newly imposed junta staged 
a major show of might for its annual 
armed forces Day on march 27 as the 
death toll since the february 1 coup 
climbed to at least 423, according to a 
local monitoring group.

myanmar has been in turmoil since 
the generals ousted and detained ci-
vilian leader aung San Suu Kyi, trig-
gering mass protests demanding a 
return to democracy.

The defence ministers of 12 coun-
tries including the US, Britain, Ja-

pan and australia on march 28 con-
demned the myanmar military’s use 
of lethal force against civilians.

The rare joint statement said: “a 
professional military follows interna-
tional standards for conduct and is re-
sponsible for protecting – not harm-
ing – the people it serves.

“We urge the myanmar armed 
forces to cease violence and work to 
restore respect and credibility with 
the people of myanmar that it has lost 
through its actions.”

mourners were expected to turn 
out for funeral processions across the 
country on march 28, after the blood-
iest day since the putsch.

In the capital naypyidaw on march 
27 there was a grand parade of troops 
and military vehicles, and junta leader 

General min aung hlaing warned in a 
speech that acts of “terrorism” were 
unacceptable.

Violence erupted across the country 
with the military using live rounds in 
more than 40 townships across nine 
regions including the largest city Yan-
gon, local monitoring group assis-
tance association for Political Prison-
ers (aaPP) said.

By sunset it was the deadliest day 
since the junta seized power, aaPP 
saying at least 90 people had been 
killed.

“Junta forces shot machine-guns 
into residential areas, resulting in 
many civilians, including six children 
between 10 and 16-years old, killed,” 
aaPP said.

“The fact the illegitimate military 

regime is targeting children is a grave 
act of inhumanity.”

a reporter in Kyeikhto township, 
mon state, was shot with a live bullet 
and suffered a leg wound, aaPP said.

‘Harmful to state tranquility’
min aung hlaing once again de-

fended the coup and pledged to yield 
power after new elections during his 
parade speech on march 27.

But he also issued a threat to the an-
ti-coup movement, warning that acts 
of “terrorism which can be harmful to 
state tranquility and security” were 
unacceptable.

“The democracy we desire would 
be an undisciplined one if they pay 
no respect to and violate the law”, he 
said. AFP

Land subsidence endangers Vietnam’s mekong Delta
The overexploitation of groundwater 
in Vietnam’s cuu Long (mekong) 
Delta has contributed to severe land 
subsidence, which could lead to dev-
astating consequences if the practice 
continues, experts have said.

The delta, the country’s largest rice, 
fruit and seafood producer, is facing a 
land subsidence rate of 1cm per year, 
with some areas reaching a rate of 
5.7cm, according to the ministry of 
natural resources and environment.

can Tho city has the highest rate of 
land subsidence, with more than 5cm 
in most areas during the 2015-2019 
period.

Speaking at a seminar held in can 
Tho last week, Tran Quang Khai of the 
ho chi minh city University of Tech-
nology’s Water management and cli-

mate change centre, said that if can 
Tho continued exploiting groundwa-
ter, most areas would become lower 
than sea level by 2100.

flooding and high tides would also 
become more severe, he said.

construction projects in can Tho 
have also worsened land subsidence.

Khai said: “The delta exploits two 
million cubic metres of groundwater 
a day, according to reports, but the 
reports do not include all household 
bore wells, so the volume is actually 
higher.”

The main causes for subsidence are 
reduced sediment supply due to 
upstream dams, river sand mining, 
and groundwater exploitation, sem-
inar participants said.

nguyen huu Thien, an independent 

expert on mekong Delta ecology, said 
the cost of using surface water was 
higher than that of groundwater.

he said the delta should develop 
zoning of areas where groundwater 
exploitation should be restricted.

Seminar participants said that rais-
ing public awareness about the prob-
lem was needed and that the surface 
water and rain water should be used 
more.

Strict legal regulations to protect 
groundwater resources in the delta 
were also needed, they said.

can Tho People’s committee deputy 
chairman nguyen Thuc hien said the 
city had zoned areas which restrict 
groundwater exploitation and had 
taken measures to prevent the practice. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Protesters take part in a demonstration against the military coup in Dawei on Saturday. DAWEI WATCH/AFP

Nguyen Van Cu Street in Ninh Kieu district of the Vietnamese city of Can Tho was 
flooded by high tides in October. High tides and land subsidence have contributed to 
flooding in the city in recent years. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY

Thailand to 
lift tourist 
quarantine 
for Phuket
ThaILanD on march 26 
announced plans for an exper-
imental quarantine-free model 
in ultra-popular beach destina-
tion Phuket, as the kingdom 
attempts to resuscitate its pan-
demic-battered economy.

Thailand has imposed mas-
sive restrictions on visitor arriv-
als to stem the spread of the 
novel coronavirus, but discour-
aging tourism has led to its 
economy recording the worst 
performance since the 1997 
asian financial crisis.

The impact has reverberated 
across the country’s services sec-
tors – bruising entertainment, 
retail, hotels and restaurants.

Thailand’s tourism chief 
announced on march 26 that 
Phuket – renowned for its san-
dy beaches and sapphire waters 
– will be used as a test.

Tourists who have been vac-
cinated will be allowed to trav-
el there without mandatory 
hotel quarantine.

Tourism authority of Thai-
land governor Yuthasak Supa-
sorn said the “Phuket sandbox 
model” would begin some time 
from July onwards.

foreign visitors will be 
required to have had two doses 
of a covid-19 vaccine, a certifi-
cate signifying negative test 
results, and to download a 
mobile tracking application.

Yuthasak also confirmed that 
six tourism-reliant cities will have 
slashed quarantine times for vac-
cinated travellers beginning next 
month – including beach resorts 
Krabi, Ko Samui and Pattaya.

arrivals will undergo a seven-
day quarantine period and will 
be permitted in areas around 
their hotels – a marked differ-
ence for current visitors who 
are required to stay confined to 
their rooms for two weeks.

The plans still require final 
approval by the government.

Some 40 million tourists were 
expected to arrive in 2020, but 
only 6.7 million managed to 
enter the kingdom, according 
to data from the ministry of 
Tourism and Sports.

Thailand’s tough approach 
has kept the coronavirus largely 
in check – the kingdom has reg-
istered about 28,500 cases in a 
population of 70 million. AFP
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O
N July 18, 1914, mahatma 
Gandhi sailed for England, 
leaving South africa for the 
last time, and finally 

reached India (Bombay) on Decem-
ber 19, 1914. at the time of his return 
to India, he was a mature man of 45 
who had done his essential thinking 
on morals and politics in South africa 
between 1913 and 1914. 

all his important concepts – satya, 
ahimsa, satyagraha, sarvodaya, even 
swaraj and swadeshi – had been for-
mulated in his mind and in his writ-
ings before he embarked upon the 
political activities which brought him 
into the limelight. he did not see the 
goal of political action as the imme-
diate capture of office. 

according to Gandhi, the basic con-
dition of political action was the elim-
ination of violence, because violence 
was a sign of the failure of a legitimate 
political power. The chief task which 
he set before himself was the collec-
tive organisation of the working peo-
ple in terms of non-violence, keeping 
in mind that “a non-violent revolu-
tion is not a programme of ‘seizure of 
power’ but a programme of transfor-
mation of relationships”. 

Of course, Gandhi also added to this 
a few ancillary aims like the political 
independence of India, the removal of 
untouchability and the like.

For the accomplishment of these 
objectives, Gandhi tried to work 
through a suitable organisation. his 
first choice seems to have fallen upon 
the Servants of India Society in Poo-
na. But eventually he withdrew his 
application for membership follow-
ing a sharp division of opinion with 
the existing members and joined the 
short-lived organisation named all 
India home rule League, founded by 
Bal Gangadhar Tilak and annie 
Besant, and became its president. 

Nearly a year passed by. In the 
meanwhile, he had succeeded in 
changing the creed as well as the 
name of the organisation. The Indian 
National congress (INc) was then the 
single most popular party, and the 
party’s aims and methods of opera-
tion had also been ‘constitutional’ 
since its inception in 1885. Gandhi 
soon became a member of the INc, 
and then to know India he embarked 
on a countrywide journey under the 
command and wish of Gopal Krishna 
Gokhale, his political mentor. 

however, in 1920, the all-India 
home rule League merged with the 
INc which elected Gandhi as its pres-
ident. Indeed, Gandhi joined one 
organisation after another with the 
objective to put his ideas into prac-
tice. at the same time, the primary 
objective was also to organise the 
masses for satyagraha in an uninter-
rupted manner in India. actually, 
South africa provided the laboratory 
for Gandhi’s experiments and now 
India was a clean slate to him for 
writing and also to try out almost any 
methods he chose.

Gandhi’s central contribution to 
modern politics was the invention of 
Satyagraha. Tolstoian non-resistance 
and Thoreau’s civil disobedience 
inspired his ambition to make satya-
graha a universal political method. 
But Gandhi’s greatest innovation was 
to turn satyagraha into a new kind of 
mass politics. as a tool of resistance, 
its power was most unyielding when 
enacted on a large scale. Its mass 
quality was also important for how it 
was practiced, and by whom. The 
weapon was universal in a second 
sense; it could be taken by anyone – 
women, men, children, peasants. 

Political scientists Erica chenoweth 
and Nancy Stephan, in “When civil 
resistance Works”, argued that this 
inclusiveness had given non-violent 
movements a ‘participation advan-
tage’ over armed movements, making 
them twice as likely to succeed in 
overthrowing authoritarian regimes. 

The theory and practice of satyag-
raha exemplified another general 
truth about politics that Gandhi 
underlined – this was the importance 
of means. he followed the maxim 
that in politics ‘means are after all 
everything’. he never subscribed to 
the principle that the end justified 
the means. he compared the means 
to a seed and the end to a tree, and 
emphatically said: “There is just the 
same inviolable connection between 
the means and the end as there is 
between the seed and the tree”.

Gandhi, like hobbes and machia-
velli, recognised that the pursuit of 
power is a basic human characteris-

tic. all political institutions are mere-
ly instruments for the pursuit of pow-
er, whether directly or by the indirect 
manner in which they maintain and 
foster the ownership of property and 
provide the psychological incentives 
that they are connected with power. 

Gandhi used the term ‘politics’ in 
two ways. according to him, there is a 
distinction between ‘Sattvic’ (derived 
from the Sanskrit term sattva which 
means “Truth”, “Goodness” “purity”) 
politics and “so-called politics” cen-
tred on power. he regarded politics 
as a moral effect on the part of the 
individual to establish justice in 
social relations rather than as a drive 
for power. It is borne out by the fact 
that he wanted every non-violent 
worker to take five vows of truth, 
Brahmacharya, non-violence, pover-
ty and non-possession. he told his 
followers of the freedom movement: 
“Ours is not a drive for power, but 

merely a non-violent fight for India’s 
Independence.”

a few days before his assassination, 
Gandhi said at a prayer meeting: “I 
wonder if we can remain free from the 
fever of power politics or the bid for 
power, which afflicts the political world 
in the East and the West.” The day 
before his assassination, in one of the 
many unsuccessful attempts of his last 
days to keep the leaders of the con-
gress on the straight and narrow path, 
he advised the disbandment of the 
congress and its conversion into a Lok 
Sevak Sangh for which he also drafted 
the constitution the same evening. 

Only a few minutes before the shots 
were fired, he was engaged in a discus-
sion with Sardar Patel regarding the 
latter’s differences with Nehru; Nehru 
and azad had an appointment with 
him after the prayer meeting regarding 
the same issue. Gandhi’s last fight was 
thus against power politics.

Gandhi was not a system builder in 

the academic sense. he was also not a 
political philosopher. For all his say-
ings were pouring from his deep feel-
ings and sincere realisation of truth. 
In his book “hind Swaraj”, or “Indian 
home rule” (1909), Gandhi expressed 
systematically his views on Swaraj, 
modern civilisation, mechanisation 
etc. his indictment of modern civilisa-
tion represents a moral and spiritual 
standpoint that is witnessed more 
clearly in his attitude to politics. 

Gandhi always resisted power poli-
tics and realised that politics today 
encircles us like the coils of a snake 
from which one can hardly get out. 
according to him, the only way of 
wrestling with the snake is to intro-
duce religion into politics. 

as early as 1915, the year of his 
return from South africa, Gandhi 
declared his aim ‘to spiritualise’ polit-
ical life and political Institutions. In 
the following year he told a mission-

ary conference at madras: “I do not 
believe that religion has nothing to 
do with politics. The latter divorced 
from religion is like a corpse only fit 
to be buried.” 

he also emphatically wrote in his 
autobiography: “Those who say reli-
gion has nothing to do with politics 
do not know what religion is.” The 
presentation of his social and politi-
cal thought is saturated with religious 
spirit and frequently punctuated with 
the assertion that politics is inextrica-
bly linked with religion. 

It is also argued that both true reli-
gion and true politics have to concern 
themselves with human life and 
action, and both must have a common 
basis in a common morality deter-
mined by a common set of values. In 
the preface to his autobiography, Gan-
dhi declared that his devotion to truth 
had drawn him into politics, that his 
power in the political was derived 
from his spiritual experiments with 
himself, and those who say religion 
has nothing to do with politics do not 
know what religion means. 

In 1947, while answering the criti-
cism that he was utilising his prayer 
meetings for the propagation of his 
political views, Gandhi admitted that 
this was true, and added that he nev-
er had any feeling of guilt on this 
account. human life being an undi-
vided whole, no line could be drawn 
between its different compartments, 
nor between ethics and politics. It 
was impossible to separate the every-
day life of man, he emphasised, from 
his spiritual being.

The Gandhian appeal to the ethical 
part in politics was not only a way to 
seek Truth, but also of coming to 
know oneself in ever greater depth. 
Gandhi considered politics as a work 
of the heart and not merely of reason. 
This recalls French philosopher 
Blaise Pascal, who said: “The heart 
has its reasons which reason itself 
does not know.” 

In the same manner, Gandhi 
believed that the heart, and not rea-
son, is the seat of morality. his moral-
ity was not denial of politics. he 
wrote: “I feel that political work must 
be looked upon in terms of social and 
moral progress.” THE STATESMAN (INDIA)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Gandhi and politics

Punjab Police personnel throw flower petals on a portrait of Mahatma Gandhi, as they pay tribute during a ceremony to mark the 73rd 
anniversary of his assassination, in Amritsar on January 30 this year. Afp

Gandhi regarded politics as a 
moral effect . . . to establish 

justice in social relations rather 
than as a drive for power
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L
AST month, just before the 
February 20 outbreak and 
the increased restrictions on 
gatherings, Mario Duyuchen 

– a prominent fashion designer previ-
ously based in Beijing – held a fashion 
charity event in Siem Reap to show his 
appreciation for the warm welcome 
he has received in Cambodia. 

The charity event in question 
was, specifically, a fashion show 
organised in tandem with the cel-
ebration of the Lunar New Year that 
encouraged Cambodian women to 
display their talent and beauty.  

According to Mario, who prefers 
this casual appellation to the use of 
his surname, the entire event was 
meant to be a celebration of Cam-
bodian women.

“It was meant to send an 
encouraging message to 
them about feeling con-
fident in their own skin 
and recognising their in-
nate beauty,” he says.  

Mario spent his child-
hood in Northeast China 
and on Jeju Island. The 
island is the only self-gov-
erned province of South Korea and a 
popular tourist destination with over 
a half million residents and its own 
distinct Koreanic language.

As a young man attend-
ing university, Mario 
studied art and de-
sign in Rome as 
well as mod-
ern Chinese 
l i t e r a t u r e . 
Fashion was 
always his true 
calling, however, 
and today Mario 
is a well-recognised 
figure within the 
Chinese fashion in-
dustry. 

After making a 
name for himself 
as a designer 
working with 

top labels, he became a fashion TV 
host for the Trend Group in Beijing 
and eventually started his own cou-
ture brand in 2013.

He came to Cambodia as a tour-
ist 13 months ago and decided to 
stay once the pandemic interrupted 
international travel and the daily 
lives of billions of people around the 
world, while Cambodia – at least for 
a time – seemed to have been spared 
many of these difficulties.

Thus, Mario’s holiday destination 
transformed into his provisional home 
and he’s been making the best of it 

ever since by conquering the Cambo-
dian catwalk and becoming the first 
Beijing fashion designer to create and 
share a collection through his recent 
haute couture runway show.

The S/S Haute Couture Fashion 
Show brightened up the city and 
brought the runway modelling expe-
rience in Cambodia to the next level 
when it took place at the FCC Angkor 
in Siem Reap on February 12.

“This new 2022 S/S collection 
combines a modern chic touch with 
a traditional style that is inspired by 
the Khmer Angkorian culture,” Ma-
rio tells The Post. 

Dozens of local Cambodian wom-
en – many of them with no prior 
fashion experience or modelling 
background – confidently strolled 
down the runway to the rhythms of 

traditional Cambodian music. 
At the end of the catwalk they 

performed a distinctive traditional 
hand gesture from Khmer dance 

that represents the growth cycle of 
a tree from tiny seed to a towering 

source of fruit.
The show was the result of sev-
en months of work by Mario 
that he spent imagining and 

then creating the 12 dresses of 
his “Blossom” collection.

“Real women represent their coun-
try’s unique beauty; each dress in the 
collection represents a different flow-

er with its own distinct beauty and 
strength. The power of women 

and nature combined is a 
captivating show,” Mario 

says.
Mario chose his 

models from among 
the local women of 
Siem Reap, many of 

whom were students 
or otherwise working in ho-
tels as receptionists and in 

restaurants as waitresses. 
Given Siem Reap’s reliance 
on tourism, all of them 
have been heavily im-
pacted economically by 

the pandemic.
Mario tells The Post 

that all of his models did a fantastic 
job, enthusing that the “girls claimed 
the runway as their own territory and 
they nailed it!”

According to Mario, because Cam-
bodia has welcomed him so warmly 
and generously – and made him feel 
at home during his time here, he de-
cided to make his fashion show a char-
ity fundraiser for Khmer women who 
have been struggling to support their 
families during these hard times.

Mario says his motto in life is 
“when saving the world there is no 
time to waste”, a notion that reflects 
his kind nature and a sincere desire 
to help others. 

From the day they were cast until 
the day they went up on stage a to-
tal of two and a half months passed 
with the Cambodian models train-
ing and rehearsing for the event. 

“After the [auditions], I realised they 
were all rising stars and that struck me 
as true particularly when they walked 
the runway during the actual show. 

“It was all live and for them their 

very first time modelling was also 
their very first time attending a real 
haute couture fashion show,” he says.

In order to support local Cambo-
dian women in need of financial as-
sistance, funds were raised during the 
show through lively auctions of cre-
ations by Mario and other designers.

“For the auction, a piece from 
Artisan Lunetier was graciously do-
nated by Jacques Danger and we 
also sold one of my delicate runway 
creations,” he says. 

The proceeds from the auctioned 
dresses went to the models and oth-
er local women who participated in 
the project. 

Mario says all 12 of the dresses in 
the show were exclusive and newly 
created just for the occasion. The 
auctioned items found buyers, but 
he says he wishes they were able to 
raise more money to help the mod-
els and volunteers.

“Still, we do understand that these 
are hard times for everyone and we 
can only expect people to give what 
they can,” says Mario. 

The music during the show and 
auction was composed on a tradi-
tional Khmer harp by a French eth-
nomusicologist, Patrick Kersale, as a 
part of the Sounds of Angkor project. 

After the fashion show an inter-
national band – CasAfro – gave a vi-
brant performance that celebrated 
the independent and confident na-
ture of Khmer women.

The fashion show was a group ef-
fort put together by a multitalented 
international team who worked with 
Mario and both local and interna-
tional sponsors to give the audience 
an unforgettable experience.

To see photos of Mario’s con-
temporary fashion designs being 
modelled by Cambodian women at 
various locations throughout Siem 
Reap, visit his Instagram:

https://www.instagram.com/
marioduyuchen/ 
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Beijing fashionista hit 
the runway in S Reap to 
support novel models

Local Cambodian men play traditional Cambodian music as the female models confidently 
strolled down the runway. SUPPLIED

Mario, who spent his childhood in Jeju Island of South Korea and Northeast China, 
came to Cambodia as a tourist 13 months ago. Due to the current world situation a 
usual holiday destination soon became a provisional home and he decided to make the 
best out of it. SUPPLIED

Mario’s new 2022 S/S collection combines a modern chic touch with a traditional style 
that is inspired by the Khmer Angkorian culture. SUPPLIED
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Vietnamese wildlife 
defender faces up to 
poachers, prejudices

London woman’s lockdown loaves earning bread

a
s a small girl, Nguyen 
Trang saw a bear 
stabbed through 
the chest with a gi-

ant needle at her neighbour’s 
house in northern Vietnam.

The bear, flat on its back, 
was being pumped for its bile, 
a fluid drawn from its gallblad-
der that has long been used in 
traditional medicine to treat 
liver disease.

Trang, the founder of local 
conservation group Wildact, 
said: “I had seen visitors to 
hanoi zoo who brought sticks 
to poke animals and it really 
made my blood boil.

“But conservation wasn’t 
something I really wanted to 
do until I witnessed what hap-
pened to this bear.”

It was the first of her many 
encounters with a global 
multi-billion-dollar illegal 
wildlife trade that devastates 
species the world over, fuels 
corruption and threatens hu-
man health.

The 31-year-old – named 
by the BBc in 2019 as one of 
the world’s most inspiring and 
influential women – has spent 
much of her time since then 
trying to end the scourge.

she has gone undercover in 
south africa to snare traffick-
ers and secured a PhD in tra-
ditional medicine’s impact on 
wildlife.

Trang has also set up her 
home country’s first post-
graduate course for aspiring 
conservationists, to help more 

Vietnamese make it to the top 
of her field.

In the 1990s, decades of war 
and isolation meant environ-
mental awareness was a new 
notion in Vietnam.

Trang recalls her parents 
telling her: “Only rich people 
from western countries do 
that kind of work”.

Now there are more local 
conservationists, wildlife pro-
tection laws have been en-
acted, if patchily enforced, and 
the number of bears kept in 
captivity for bile farming has 
dropped by 90 per cent in the 
last 15 years, according to NGO 
Education for Nature Vietnam.

But as the country grew 
richer, demand for exotic 
wildlife dishes soared and ani-

mal parts sought for their per-
ceived health benefits – such 
as rhino horn and pangolin 
scales – became a status sym-
bol for some within the fast-
growing middle classes.

Wildlife trafficking hub 
Today the communist coun-

try is a key producer, consum-
er and transit point for traf-
ficked wildlife, says Wildact.

Through courses at Vinh 
University in central Vietnam 
and community programmes 
in wildlife trade hotspots, 
Trang is trying to empower 
Vietnamese people to resolve 
these problems themselves.

The responses of some glob-
al wildlife organisations to the 
coronavirus pandemic were 
hugely unhelpful for cam-
paigners in asia and africa, 
says Trang.

One called for a complete 
ban on “wet markets”, even 
though the term is used in 
asia and africa to describe any 
market where fresh produce is 
sold, while another termed 
them “unhygienic”.

“When things like that are 
said it’s very difficult for con-

servationists to ask people to 
participate in our work,” she 
explains, as they are seen as 
“prejudiced”.

Trang also wants more wom-
en in conservation – a field 
still dominated by men – and 
has written a book to inspire 
young girls.

Loosely based on her per-
sonal story, Saving Sorya tells 
the tale of a Vietnamese con-
servationist who must prepare 
a rescued baby sun bear for 
life in the wild.

already published in Viet-
namese, and due out in Eng-
lish this year, the children’s 
book has a female protagonist 
– something she insisted on 
despite being told “no-one was 
going to read it” if she did.

Going undercover
Trang’s own story is one of re-

markable determination.
she won scholarships to 

study in Britain, including for 
a masters degree in conserva-
tion leadership at cambridge 
University, and founded Wil-
dact in her mid-20s.

Wildlife traffickers are in 
prison because of her.

“It was very easy for me to 
pose as a buyer of wildlife 
products,” she remembers of 
her time working undercover 
in south africa.

around three rhinos are 
poached there every day, 
largely for the Vietnamese 
and chinese consumer mar-
kets, according to wildlife 
trade monitoring network 
Traffic.

But it was there that she 
learnt that the trade is not 
“black and white”.

“One guy I was helping get 
arrested, he wasn’t high up 
the chain – he was a poor per-
son who got exploited . . . [and 
was asked to] to go kill the an-
imal and be the transport.”

“I thought: Now no-one is 
providing for his kids, they 
are probably going to be-
come a poacher like him and 
soon it will be their turn to 
be imprisoned.”

she’ll keep fighting for 
change, she says, but admits 
it takes a long time to shift 
people’s behaviour.

“For some species, things 
might not move quick 
enough to save them.” AFP

WhEN Britain first entered 
lockdown in march last year, 
sophia sutton-Jones decid-
ed to try making sourdough 
bread.

a year later, she is running 
her own popular bakery.

“I’d always thought about it, 
but I never had the courage to 
do it,” she said.

Now sutton-Jones, 29, and 
her husband Jesse, 28, work 
alongside half a dozen staff 
members pulling hot loaves 
out of the oven, putting out 

flaky pastries and cutting 
slices of cakes topped with 
cream.

It all started when sutton-
Jones, whose father was also 
a baker, made a loaf of bread 
for a neighbour who was shel-
tering during the first national 
lockdown in march 2020.

“he talked to his friends 
about it,” she says. “Very 
quickly, we had 12 people 
waiting in front of our house.”

The couple, who sold kitch-
enware online before the pan-

demic, began to deliver orders 
by bicycle in their north Lon-
don neighbourhood.

Producing the loaves from 
home soon became impracti-
cal as everything got coated in 
flour, sutton-Jones recalls.

“Our dining room was the 
bakery and our guestroom the 
storage space. so you could 
come as a guest and sleep on 
flour bags.”

Fired by their initial success, 
the couple turned to crowd-
funding to launch their busi-

ness.
They were hoping for 

£25,000 ($35,000) but ended 
up raising £33,000.

Sourdough success
The distinctive pink-painted 

bakery – “sourdough sophia” 
– opened in January.

Their pains au chocolat, 
croissants and cruffins – a 
cross between croissant and 
muffin – sell like hotcakes.

But their biggest hit is sour-
dough bread, which the Brit-

ish have embraced enthusias-
tically.

home-baked bread became 
a major trend of lockdown, 
with enthusiastic amateurs 
posting pictures of their ef-
forts in pursuit of the perfect 
golden crust.

The surge of interest led to 
shortages of yeast and people 
“understood that actually, 
there is another way to make 
bread and it’s actually much 
better, much healthier”, says 
sutton-Jones.

sourdough bread is made us-
ing a fermented starter instead 
of yeast and its enthusiasts be-
lieve it is more beneficial than 
ordinary bread, causing blood 
sugar to rise more gradually 
and helping gut health.

It takes longer to rise but – 
thanks to stay-at-home proto-
cols – people were finally not in 
a rush.

“It’s the oldest way of making 
bread,” says sutton-Jones.

‘A real kick’
“sourdough sophia” attracts 

a long line of customers as soon 
as it opens even though it sits 

it a short distance from the lo-
cal shopping street with many 
other bakeries.

“I’ve been to all of them. The 
bread is much better here,” says 
43-year-old Ben claypole, wait-
ing outside with his small dog.

he adds that he is keen to 
support small businesses.

The bakery opened while 
“non-essential” shops remain 
shuttered until april 12 and fi-
nancial pressures mean some 
will never reopen.

sutton-Jones, who has a baby 
daughter, says she realised the 
risk of opening during the cur-
rent situation and put in long 
14-hour days. But she has no 
regrets.

Baking something and seeing 
a customer come in to enjoy it 
“gives me a real kick”, she says.

“Lockdown made people 
think about their priorities,” she 
says, with the life-and-death 
situation prompting some big 
questions.

“What if something else 
happens to us? shouldn’t we 
follow our dreams now? Be-
cause anything could hap-
pen.” AFP

Trang – named by the BBC in 2019 as one of the world’s most inspiring and influential women – has spent 
much of her time trying to end the illegal wildlife trade. AFP

Nguyen Trang, founder of local conservation group WildAct, poses with her book along Hoan Kiem Lake in 
Hanoi on March 4. AFP

When Britain first entered lockdown in March last year, Sophia 
Sutton-Jones decided to try making sourdough bread. AFP

Sophia Sutton-Jones (left) shapes the dough after bulk fermentation at 
Sourdough Sophia bakery in north London on March 18. AFP



Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Extensive tale
  5 First murderer
  9 Allotted (with “out”)
 14 Cattle-moving tool
 15 Certainly not pro
 16 One place to step
 17 College professors travel in them
 20 Cause for a crime
 21 Holiday entree
 22 Coop mom
 23 Bookworm, scornfully
 25 Computer fare
 27 Grand ___ (wine designation)
 30 It might have the shakes
 32 Annoy continually
 36 Polaroid inventor Edwin
 38 Stewpot, or its contents
 40 Household insect, briefly
 41 Political money-raiser
 44 It might rock your world
 45 City on its own Great Lake
 46 Goes against God
 47 Early round, perhaps
 49 Army and fire insects
 51 Word between two surnames, for 

women
 52 Narc chaser?

 54 Galena and 69-Across
 56 “Hold on just a ___!”
 58 Garden store offering
 60 “Sudden ___” (Eastwood film)
 64 South Pole area
 67 Brown in a pan
 68 Flowing Roman garment
 69 Wrinkle remover
 70 Employed a keyhole
 71 Seed covering
 72 Attains
DOWN
  1 Junk mail, Internet-style
  2 With a bow, to Stern
  3 Nanny, for one
  4 Contribute during preparation
  5 Highest peak on Africa’s west 

coast
  6 Vanna turnover?
  7 Calamine-lotion target
  8 Rechargeable battery
  9 Scuff or scratch, e.g.
 10 Type of onion plants (Var.)
 11 Flat piece for floor
 12 Genesis garden
 13 ___ Plaines, Ill.
 18 “... happily ___ after”
 19 Mosque prayer leader

 24 Fellini’s “La ___ Vita”
 26 Aaron Spelling’s actress daughter
 27 Hold firmly and tightly
 28 Indy 500 participant
 29 Loosen, as shoes
 31 Botanist’s interest
 33 Dine at home
 34 It may be stolen while hundreds 

look on
 35 “We hold ___ truths ...”
 37 Put out of place, as a shoulder
 39 Type of acid
 42 Skip by
 43 Composed in verse
 48 File-drawer label
 50 Big rig on the road
 53 Terra ___ (brown-red)
 55 Mistletoe branch
 56 Click, as the fingers
 57 Vanity case for milady
 59 Christian of fashion
 61 43,560 square feet
 62 “Colt” anagram
 63 Change for a hundred
 64 Horse’s kin
 65 Wine selection
 66 Some film special effects, for 

short

“TURN UP THE A/C” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution
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a
S a stream of hindu 
devotees dip them-
selves in India’s sa-
cred Ganges river for 

a ritual believed to purify their 
souls, a young boy plunges into 
the water to find his fortune.

rahul Singh is one of doz-
ens of coin pickers making a 
living by retrieving offerings 
thrown into the waterway by 
pilgrims visiting the northern 
holy city of haridwar.

Every day for six hours, the 13-
year-old scours the chest-deep 
water with a magnet attached 
to a long stick, as hymn-chant-
ing crowds toss in valuables.

“It needs a lot of effort but I 
enjoy doing it,” Singh said, af-
ter fetching 30 rupees (45 US 
cents) worth of coins.

Watching him closely is raja 
Yadav, who was eight when 
he arrived in the city as a run-
away boy after hearing tales 
of underwater treasures.

Yadav – nicknamed “Jhinga” 
(shrimp) for his swimming 
prowess – literally struck gold 
six years ago when he found 
a necklace he was told was 
worth $1,300.

Now 22, he leads a team of 15 
picker-boys including Singh.

Last year’s national corona-
virus lockdown saw visitors 
to haridwar dry up for several 
months, leaving Yadav’s team 

struggling to survive on their 
meagre savings.

But like the pilgrims, Yadav 
had unflinching faith in the 
river goddess, and travellers 
returned this year, undeterred 
by a recent surge in cases.

“We always believe that 
Ganga is our mother and she 
will never let her children 
sleep hungry,” he said.

“The pilgrims are back and 
we are happily diving again.”

Finders keepers
rivers play a central role in 

hindu religious rituals, with 
devotees tossing in offerings 
of money, clothes and orna-
ments into the waters to show 
gratitude for sustaining life.

In the Ganges, some immerse 
the ashes of deceased relatives 
to achieve “moksha” – libera-
tion from reincarnation.

During the bathing festival of 
Kumbh mela, immense crowds 
throng the Ganges in the world’s 
largest religious gathering.

This year it is taking place 
in haridwar, where more than 
three million people took part 
in the ritual during one day in 
march.

Underwater treasure hunt-
ers use their feet to feel out 
for the precious metals on the 
riverbed, or dive in and search 
with their naked eyes.

a one-day haul of coins adds 
up to 300-400 rupees ($4.15-
5.50) for each boy, although that 
soars up to 1,000 rupees during 
Kumbh mela, Yadav said.

merchants want a 20 per cent 
commission in exchange for 
currency notes, while black-
market buyers take jewellery at 
half of retail price, and metal is 
sold as scrap.

The boys pick up coconuts and 
religious paraphernalia to re-
sell if there aren’t enough coins.

coin pickers like Yadav’s 
team work all year round, brav-
ing faster and deeper waters 
from heavier rainfall during 
the monsoon season. Seasonal 
treasure hunters visit in Octo-
ber when water levels are low 
due to an upstream dam.

Singh says daily discoveries 
in the river are a source of sat-
isfaction.

he ran away from home in 
nearby Uttar Pradesh state 
two years ago and worked 
several odd jobs before mov-
ing to haridwar, where a 
friend taught him swimming 
and coin-picking skills.

The teenager now shares a 
shanty in a nearby slum with 
more than a dozen other coin 
hunters.

“Back home there was a lot 
of tension and poverty, but I 
am happy here,” he said. AFP

Virender poses with a string and magnet, which he uses to fish out coins thrown by Hindu devotees earlier 
this month. AFP

A boy retrieves offerings thrown into India’s sacred Ganges river by pilgrims earlier this month. AFP

Indian coin pickers 
plunge into Ganges



The US’ Nathan Chen landed 
five quadruple jumps in the 
men’s free skate on March 27 to 
overhaul faltering Olympic 
champion Yuzuru hanyu and 
collect a third consecutive 
world title.

Chen, who started the day in 
third, was impeccable in his 
routine, scoring 222.03 for a 
total of 320.88 to apply pressure 
to the Japanese pair, 17-year-
old Kagiyama Yuma and hanyu, 
who followed.

Kagiyama scored a personal 
best of 190.81 for 291.77, but 
last man hanyu put his hand 
on the ice at the end of his first 
two jumps and scored 182.20 
for a total of 289.18.

Chen added to his 2018 and 
2019 world titles. The 2020 
event in Montreal was can-
celled because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

“It’s amazing, the fact I’m 
able to be here at this world 
championships after this 
unprecedented year, it’s amaz-
ing. I’m elated right now,” Chen 
said on the ice at the victory 
ceremony.

Chen needed to make up 
eight points on hanyu who was 
skating last, and opted for a 
routine that included a daunt-
ing five quads.

“I just tried to remind myself 
to enjoy being here,” Chen said. 
“I don’t know how many more 
world championships I’ll be 
able to compete at, so just every 
single one that I can be at just 
to embrace this moment.

“I’m very lucky to be here and 
I remind myself that and in 
doing that I’m able to be a lot 
more calm.”

Chen landed all his quads 
with elegant athleticism, start-
ing with a Lutz and following 
that with a flip, a Salchow and 
two toe loops.

Chasing Chen’s huge score, 
hanyu, the double Olympic 
champion, wobbled several 
times to slide to third.

Kagiyama, skating to the 
“Avatar” soundtrack, succeeded 
with a quad Salchow, quad toe-
triple toe and quad toe as well 
as four more strong triples.

he only stumbled on a triple 
Axel and triple loop. 

“I wanted to make sure I land-
ed on the podium. That’s what 
I’ve trained for,” said Kagiyama, 
making his debut at the worlds.

For hanyu, it was back to 
training to iron out the prob-
lems in his performance.

“It was very exhausting and 
it was like I was losing my bal-
ance,” said the Olympic cham-
pion.

“I realised that there were a 

lot of jumps one after another 
that were not clean. 

he added: “I don’t know when 
the next competition might be, 
but I just want to go back to 
practice, to train on my quad 
Axel and continue to work to 
land it.”

In ice dancing, Russia’s Victo-
ria Sinitsina and Nikita Kat-
salapov claimed the title, filling 
the vacuum caused by the 
absence of four-time winners 
Gabriella Papadakis and Guil-
laume Cizeron.

european champions Sinit-
sina and Katsalapov won with 
a score of 221.17 points.

The US’ Madison hubbell and 
Zachary Donohue (214.71) were 
second with Canada’s Piper 
Gilles and Paul Poirier (214.35) 
filling out the podium.

French stars Papadakis and 
Cizeron opted to skip the tour-
nament to focus on preparing 
for the Winter Olympics in Bei-
jing next year. AFP
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Footballers urged 
to shift mindset 
on brain injuries
F

OOTBALL faces a huge chal-
lenge in tackling the issue 
of brain injuries – includ-
ing changing the mindset 

of players who are prepared to stay 
on the pitch until they “cannot walk 
any more”.

That is the warning from John Mous-
inho of the Professional Footballers’ 
Association (PFA), speaking at a time 
of growing concern over the potential 
long-term health risk to players.

A 2019 study carried out in Scotland 
found that professional footballers 
were three-and-a-half times more 
likely to die from neurodegenerative 
disease compared with members of 
the general population.

england 1966 World Cup winner 
Bobby Charlton recently became the 
latest high-profile former player to 
be diagnosed with dementia.

Mousinho, who plays for Oxford 
United in english football’s third tier, 
told this week’s virtual Sports Resolu-
tions conference that the game was 
lagging behind rugby in giving infor-
mation to players about the risks of 
repeated heading of the ball and con-
cussions.

But he said there was growing 
awareness of the problem – the PFA 

partly funded the study in Scotland 
and is supporting other research proj-
ects.

Dawn Astle, the daughter of eng-
land forward Jeff Astle, who died in 
2002 at the age of 59 from a neuro-
degenerative condition caused by 
repeating heading of a ball, has cam-
paigned for better recognition of the 
link between football and dementia.

She was scathing about the lack of 
action from football authorities when 
she gave evidence this week to a com-
mittee of British lawmakers that is in-
vestigating concussion in sport.

“For almost 20 years now football 
has failed to act and failed to protect 
its players – men, women, children, 
all at risk potentially,” Astle said.

“I think football doesn’t want to 
think it can be a killer,” she added. “I 
know it can be because it’s on the bot-
tom of my dad’s death certificate.”

Mousinho, who sits on the man-
agement committee of the players’ 
union, believes it is easier to change 
the organisation’s attitude than that 
of the footballers it represents.

Footballers’ DNA
“If you ever see a footballer who 

sustains something that either is 

concussion or close to concussion, 
anyone who watches football knows 
what their reaction is,” he said.

“They don’t want the physio on 
for starters and if the physio comes 
on they are waving them away im-
mediately. They don’t want extensive 
treatment or to be assessed properly 
– they want to carry on.”

Mousinho said a refusal to accept 
injury was part of a footballer’s DNA.

“That, unfortunately, is the nature 
of professional footballers,” he said. 
“They are hot-wired from a very 
young age to disregard not just brain 
injuries but all sorts of injuries.

“I’m guilty of this throughout my 
career. Obviously, anyone who plays 
sport at a decent level knows you ba-
sically play until you cannot walk any 
more.

“That is the case really with brain 
injuries and I think that we downplay 
it far too much as footballers.”

Rugby allows temporary replace-
ments under its head Injury As-
sessment protocols, which involve 
checks in the calm setting of a medi-
cal room.

The Premier League, by contrast, is 
trialling permanent concussion sub-
stitutes, which can take place after 

an on-field clinical assessment.
The PFA would like to see tempo-

rary substitutes in football.
“Permanent concussion substi-

tutes only solves 10 per cent of the 
problem,” said Mousinho.

“You will still have instances 
where players go down and possi-
bly don’t show the effects of what 
can be concussion until 12 or 15 
minutes after.

“Two to three minutes [consulta-
tion] pitchside is not enough. As part 
of football’s progression we need it to 
really embrace these things and look 
to change.” AFP

Frenchman Victor Perez joins US 
trio in WGC Match Play semifinals
FReNCh golfer Victor Perez 
joined the US’ Matt Kuchar, 
Billy horschel and Scottie 
Scheffler in the WGC Match 
Play semi-finals with dramatic 
victories on March 27, the final 
four all seeded outside the top 
30 for the first time.

US 52nd seed Kuchar, the 
2013 winner and 2019 runner-
up, defeated US 54th-seeded 
left-hander Brian harman 2&1 
to stay perfect this week at 5-0 
and advance to a March 28 
semi-final against US 30th seed 
Scheffler.

“I feel great,” Kuchar said 
after sinking a 10-foot birdie 
putt at the par-3 17th to seal the 
victory. “I can’t tell you how 
much fun I’ve been having.

“On top of that, it has been so 
intense. It’s a lot easier to smile 
when putts are going in. Cer-
tainly there are a lot of nerves.”

Perez, the 31st seed who 
ousted Spanish 39th seed Ser-
gio Garcia 4&3, continued a 
fairytale run in his WGC Match 
Play debut, booking a morning 
date with US 32nd seed 
horschel in the other semi-fi-
nal at Austin (Texas) Country 
Club.

“I think it’s the benefit of not 
knowing. Sometimes ignorance 
is a good thing in golf,” Perez 
said of his first-timer success. 
“I feel like I’m going to keep on 
riding it.”

horschel edged english 21st 
seed Tommy Fleetwood in 19 
holes while Scheffler outdu-
eled Spanish third seed Jon 
Rahm 3&1 in the other quar-
ter-finals.

“I feel pretty comfortable out 
here. I’m not overthinking it too 

much,” Scheffler said. “every-
thing is going so fast out here. 
It’s pretty simple, just kind of 
staying in the moment and hit 
good golf shots.”

horschel never led until the 
playoff hole, the par-5 12th, 
where Fleetwood sent his tee 
shot out of bounds and 
horschel holed a tense five-
foot par putt to clinch the vic-
tory.

“It’s tough. Tom and I had a 
great battle all day,” horschel 
said. “I knew a par would prob-
ably win it but this isn’t the 
easiest hole. I’m glad to win it 
and move on.”

The 18-hole final was due to 
be played on March 28 after-
noon.

In the right direction
Rahm, the only top seed to 

advance from the group stag-
es, fell 3-down after five holes 
to Scheff ler, a match-play 
debutant and hometown hero 
who ousted Ryder Cup star 

Ian Poulter in the morning 
round of 16.

“Being able to take down those 
two guys . . . I think my game’s 
trending in the right direction 
this week,” Scheffler said.

The Spaniard won the par-3 
seventh with a 3-foot birdie 
and birdied the par-4 ninth 
from seven feet to pull within 
1-down, but Scheffler sank a 
six-foot birdie at the 10th and 
put his approach inches from 
the cup to win the par-5 12th 
and go 3-up. Rahm only won 
one hole from there.

Perez could eclipse his big-
gest career title at the 2019 
european Tour’s Dunhill Links 
Championship.

Perez dropped the first hole 
with a bogey but charged from 
there, taking the second and 
third on birdie putts from 
inside five feet, and after Gar-
cia leveled by winning the 
fourth, Perez birdied to win the 
par-5 sixth and parred to win 
the eighth at go 2-up. AFP

Manchester United’s English defender Harry Maguire recieves treatment to a head injury during the English FA Cup semi-final 
football match between Manchester United and Chelsea at Wembley Stadium in London, on July 19. Pool/AFP

Chen performs during the men’s free skating event at the ISU World 
Figure Skating Championships in Stockholm on Saturday. AFP

French golfer Victor Perez putts on the first green on day 3 of the PGA 
Championship at Wentworth Golf Club on October 10. AFP

Nathan Chen wins third straight 
skating world title as hanyu slips
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ronaldo fumes after Portugal draw 
in World cup qualifying match 2-2
c

ristiano ronaldo threw 
his captain’s armband to the 
ground in anger after being 
controversially denied an 

injury-time winner as Portugal blew 
a two-goal lead against serbia in 
World cup qualifying on march 27, 
while romelu Lukaku’s 59th inter-
national goal salvaged Belgium a 1-1 
draw with the czech republic.

the netherlands saw off Latvia 2-0 
after their opening Group G defeat 
by turkey, who backed up that per-
formance with an impressive 3-0 vic-
tory over norway.

Portugal drew 2-2 in Belgrade, 
despite ronaldo believing he had 
scored the winner in the third min-
ute of stoppage time when the ball 
appeared to cross the goalline before 
stefan mitrovic cleared.

But without technology in use, the 
goal was not awarded and a fuming 
ronaldo was then booked for his 
protests.

at the final whistle he stormed 
from the pitch, throwing his captain’s 
armband to the ground.

“i always give and will give every-
thing for my country, that will never 
change,” ronaldo later posted on his 
instagram page. 

“But there are difficult times to deal 
with, especially when we feel that an 
entire nation is being harmed.”

Portugal coach Fernando santos 
told rtP: “We scored a goal that was 
not given when the ball went in. in 
a match of this level, that isn’t pos-
sible.”

Portugal had appeared to be cruis-
ing to three points in Belgrade when 
2-0 up through Liverpool striker Dio-
go Jota’s first-half double.

But nemanja radonjic’s half-time 
introduction proved crucial for ser-

bia as he set up aleksandar mitrovic 
and Filip Kostic to net in the first 15 
minutes of the second period.

Belgium, the world number one-
ranked side, sit behind the czech re-
public on goal difference in the early 
Group E standings.

Lukas Provod put the czechs ahead 
shortly after half-time in Prague with 
a magnificent long-range strike, his 
first international goal.

ten minutes later, Lukaku collect-
ed Kevin De Bruyne’s pass, turned 
his marker and drilled the ball under 
goalkeeper tomas Vaclik for his 19th 

goal in his last 16 games for Belgium.

Luxembourg stunner
roberto martinez’s men almost 

took the lead 14 minutes from time, 
but after Lukaku teed up De Bruyne, 
the manchester city midfielder 
smashed a low shot against the post.

“if you look at czech republic’s re-
sults these last months, we knew that 
it would be a tough game,” Belgium 
captain Jan Vertonghen told Vtm. 
“they created the good chances, 
won almost every second ball. But at 
home we are stronger.”

in the other Group a game, Lux-
embourg pulled off a shock 1-0 win 
over a lacklustre republic of ireland 
in Dublin.

ireland were toothless in attack 
and the visitors made them pay in 
the 85th minute with Dynamo Kiev 
forward Gerson rodrigues’ winner.

it was only Luxembourg’s sixth vic-
tory in World cup qualifying since 
their first involvement in 1934.

Frank de Boer’s netherlands gave 
the 5,000 fans allowed into the Johan 
cruyff arena in amsterdam some-
thing to cheer as steven Berghuis’ 

32nd-minute curling effort and Luuk 
de Jong’s second-half header saw off 
Latvia.

“We know that goal difference will 
be important in these qualifiers,” 
said De Boer, who also saw De Jong 
and Davy Klaassen hit the wood-
work in the first World cup qualifier 
to be refereed by a woman – France’s 
stephanie Frappart.

Human rights protest
“We deserved to win with at least 

five goals. We tried everything.”
the netherlands players followed 

norway and Germany by protesting 
in support of human rights in Qatar, 
where the 2022 World cup finals will 
be held.

Fenerbahce midfielder ozan tufan 
scored twice as turkey beat a danger-
ous norway side.

Leicester centre-back caglar 
soyuncu also enjoyed a fine perfor-
mance as he netted the second goal 
and helped keep Borussia Dortmund 
striker Erling Braut haaland quiet.

“Last year we’ve qualified for Euro 
2020 and now we’re fighting for a 
spot in the World cup,” soyuncu told 
uefa.com. “We want to be there.”

russia, World cup quarter-finalists 
on home soil three years ago, moved 
top of the early Group h table with 
a 2-1 victory over slovenia, who had 
started their campaign by beating 
2018 runners-up croatia.

croatia struggled to find their 
best form again, but mario Pasalic’s 
header five minutes before the break 
helped Zlatko Dalic’s men edge out 
cyprus 1-0 in rijeka.

slovakia are already struggling in 
their bid to qualify, after being held 
to a 2-2 home draw by minnows 
malta. AFP

Barty, tsitsipas advance in miami as halep withdraws
WorLD no1 ashleigh Barty looked 
sharp in a straight-sets victory over 
Jelena ostapenko on march 27 at the 
miami open, where men’s second 
seed stefanos tsitsipas cruised past 
lucky loser Damir Dzumhur.

Defending champion Barty defeated 
the former French open champion 

from Latvia 6-3, 6-2 to set up a fourth-
round clash with former world no1 
Victoria azarenka.

Greece’s tsitsipas – ranked fifth in 
the world but seeded second behind 
world no2 Daniil medvedev in the 
masters 1000 event that is missing 
top-ranked novak Djokovic, world 

no3 rafael nadal and no4 Dominic 
thiem as well as roger Federer and 
andy murray – was untroubled in a 
6-1, 6-4 over Bosnian lucky loser Dam-
ir Dzumhur.

tsitsipas, coming off a runner-up 
finish at acapulco last week, hit 10 of 
his 18 winners off his forehand and 
committed only nine unforced errors 
as he relentlessly pressured his oppo-
nent.

“there isn’t much i can tell you. it 
was a great match,” tsitsipas said. “i 
started the match very strong, break-
ing him twice and taking a big lead in 
the score, and i think the things 
worked out by themself after that.

“i created lot of opportunities with 
my serve, finding the right angles and 
executing it perfectly. Even with my 
second serve i felt like i did a lot of 
damage, not giving him a chance to 
press first and apply pressure with his 
shots.”

the three-time Grand slam semi-
finalist next faces Japanese 28th seed 
Kei nishikori, who outlasted slovenia’s 
aljaz Bedene 7-6 (8/6), 5-7, 6-4.

rain was the only thing that slowed 
down men’s fourth seed andrey 
rublev in a 6-1, 6-2 victory over amer-

ican tennys sandgren.
rublev, up 6-1, 5-2, was unable to 

convert three match points before the 
players had to leave the court for the 
second of two rain delays, but he 
wasted no time in closing out the 
match when play resumed.

rublev, who took his tour-leading 
number of 2021 match wins to 17, 
didn’t face a break point, his domi-
nance on full display as he held serve 
for a 4-1 lead in the opening set with 
a love game that lasted just 59 sec-
onds.

canadian Denis shapovalov also 
had to wait out the delay to finish off 
a hard-fought 6-7 (5/7), 6-4, 6-4 vic-
tory over ilya ivashka.

shapovalov survived 11 double 
faults but persevered to win in three 
hours and 18 minutes.

Switched-on Barty
Barty, first up on Grandstand court 

at the hard rock stadium, was done 
and dusted long before rain arrived.

“today felt like i was a lot sharper 
and switched-on and ready to go 
from the very first point,” said aus-
tralia’s Barty, who had to save a match 
point on the way to a three-set sec-

ond-round victory over Kristina 
Kucova.

azarenka, of Belarus, beat 24th seed 
angelique Kerber of Germany 7-5, 6-2 
in a battle of former world number 
ones.

azarenka, who was playing her first 
match after a first-round bye and a 
walkover, took a while to warm up.

But after trailing 4-1, she put the first 
set back on serve with a break in the 
seventh game and dominated from 
there, posting her ninth win in 10 
meetings with Kerber.

While Barty cruised into the round 
of 16, the women’s draw lost world 
no3 simona halep of romania, who 
withdrew from her scheduled match 
with Latvian anastasija sevastova 
with a right shoulder injury.

“i’m very sorry i have to pull out of 
singles and doubles at the miami 
open, but my injury doesn’t let me 
play here as expected,” halep said in 
a statement.

sevastova received a walkover into 
the fourth round, where she will face 
338th-ranked ana Konjuh of croatia, 
who upset 15th-seeded Polish teen iga 
swiatek, the reigning French open 
champion, 6-4, 2-6, 6-2. AFP

Portugal’s Joao Cancelo (centre) fights for the ball with Serbia’s Nikola Milenkovic during the FIFA World Cup 2022 qualification 
Group A football match between Serbia and Portugal at the Rajko Mitic Stadium, in Belgrade, on Saturday. AFP

Simona Halep of Romania returns a shot to Caroline Garcia of France during the Miami 
Open in Miami Gardens, Florida on Thursday. GETTY IMAGES/AFP
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