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THE government on March 
22 issued a plea to developers 
of borey gated-communities 
and condominiums in Cam-
bodia to ease some of the 
financial pressure facing cus-
tomers to pay monthly instal-
ments until the end of March 
2022, in light of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

It encouraged developers 
to waive penalties for late 
payments and to stop issuing 
them, the Ministry of Econo-
my and Finance and the 
National Bank of Cambodia 
(NBC) said in a joint state-
ment.

Huy Vanna, secretary-gen-
eral of advisory firm Housing 
Development Association of 
Cambodia (HDAC), noted 
that the statement was not 
compulsory, but merely an 
appeal to the real estate com-
munity to assist clients with 
financial troubles.

Vanna met with senior offi-
cials of the ministry and NBC 
via video link on March 23.

“Participation will be on 
the voluntary basis of each 
company,” he said, adding 
that the optional nature of 
the statement did not war-
rant HDAC to issue a letter to 
its members.

Kim Heang, regional oper-
ating principal of Keller Wil-
liams (KW) Cambodia and 

owner of the Borey KS Resi-
dence along National Road 1, 
said while the appeal was a 
welcome gesture for cash-
strapped homebuyers, it 
would be cumbersome for 
developers to comply.

He noted that project own-
ers often take out instalment 
loans from banks to purchase 
construction materials, and 
modifications of customer 
payment plans could jeop-
ardise their ability to pay 
back their debts or workers’ 
wages.

“The development of borey 
gated-communities and con-
dos exclusively use working 
capital, in part from the own-
er’s own finances and cus-
tomers’ payments. Predica-
ments involving working 
assets could lead to a slow-
down or even a stoppage in 
construction.

“It is merely a call from the 
government, so each owner 
of borey or condominium 
development projects can 
size up how much they can 
chip in of their own accord 
during these tough times,” 
Heang said.

Nuon Rithy, CEO of Khmer 
Foundation Appraisals Co 
Ltd and owner of Borey Kien 
Svay Park, said the Covid-19 
crisis turned economic emer-
gency has had an impact on
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M
INISTER of Labour and 
Vocational Training Ith 
Samheng has requested 
that the Garment Man-

ufacturing Association in Cambodia 
(GMAC) work with factory owners 
and managers to bring in a team of 
medical nurses to every factory to 
facilitate the Covid-19 vaccination 
campaign that is expected to reach 

hundreds of thousands of workers.
Cambodia has approximately 

750,000 workers employed in facto-
ries producing garments, footwear 
and travel goods. 

In a letter addressed to GMAC 
president Van Sou Ieng on March 23, 
Samheng suggested that each factory 
prepare to deploy a standby medical 
nurse in order to quickly join the vac-
cination campaign once it begins.

“To protect the health of workers 

and the interests of the factories 
amid the pandemic, the govern-
ment will organise a campaign to 
provide vaccinations free of charge 
to workers at factories and other 
enterprises in the near future,” Sam-
heng wrote.

The letter urged the owners or 
managers of each garment factory 
and enterprise to send a list of their 
medical nurses to the labour minis-
try before March 26. 

Samheng  said: “Each factory or 
enterprise must prepare a room or 
a designated place for vaccinations 
and must ensure that their workers 
have voluntarily registered to re-
ceive Covid-19 vaccinations. 

“Vaccination must take place ac-
cording to set appointment times, 
and there must be a room or place 
where workers can relax for 30 min-
utes after being inoculated.”

He also suggested that each factory 

or enterprise assign a group of staff 
members to facilitate the vaccina-
tion work, instructing and reminding 
workers to get their second shots ac-
cording to the date of their first shot 
and at a pre-determined location.

“Factory owners or managers 
must allow workers to take one day 
off with full pay each time they are 
vaccinated,” he said.

Jab drive sets eyes on factories

cOnTInued – page 2

Financial leniency 
urged for buyers 
of boreys, condos

A GUNMAN killed at least 10 
people including a police 
officer at a grocery store in the 
US state of Colorado on March 
22, police said.

Witnesses at the King Soop-
ers supermarket in Boulder 
County, 50km northwest of the 
state capital Denver, said they 
initially heard multiple loud 
bangs outside the shop.

Police chief Maris Herold 
said 10 people were killed, 
including officer Eric Talley, 51, 
who was first on the scene.

Live-streamed video earlier 
showed a white middle-aged 
man – shirtless and seemingly 
covered in blood – detained by 
police and led from the super-
market.

A suspect is being held in cus-

tody and was the only person 
suffering “serious injuries at this 
point”, said police commander 
Kerry Yamaguchi, without con-
firming that the man in the 
video was the suspect or giving 
any possible motive.

Dozens of armoured vehi-
cles, ambulances and armed 
personnel including FBI 
agents and SWAT teams were 

deployed to the scene.
“Police officers’ actions fell 

nothing short of being heroic,” 
said Herold, adding that the 
“very complex investigation” 
would take at least five days to 
complete.

“Our hearts are broken over 
this senseless act of violence,” 
said King Soopers spokeswom-
an Kelli McGannon. AFP

Ten killed in another US mass shooting

bridging gaps
The stung Trang-Kroch chhmar cambodia-china Friendship bridge connects Kampong cham province’s stung Trang district east to 
Tbong Khmum province’s Kroch chhmar district and is located at approximate gps coordinates 12.27n, 105.55e. PUBLIC WORKS MINISTRY sTORY > 3
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ministry’s plans for full conversion to 
digital television gives way to covid 
Orm Bunthoeurn

T
hE much-anticipat-
ed transition from 
analogue to digital 
television would 

provide a wide range of me-
dia products for the general 
public but would also impact 
other areas, according to a se-
nior ministry of Information 
official. 

Phos Sovann, the ministry’s 
director-general of informa-
tion and broadcasting, told 
The Post on march 22 that 
converting to a digital sys-
tem would provide richer and 
faster information with higher 
quality pictures and sound.

“TV broadcasting in the 
analogue format means that 
one channel can only broad-
cast one programme, but 
when converted to digital, 
four to five programmes can 
be broadcast according to the 
size we want,” he said.

Sovann said however that 
converting from analogue to 
digital would affect some us-
ers, especially those living in 
border areas. he explained 
that it would require changes 
to existing televisions, con-
struction of television sta-
tions, and there would also 
be the issue of frequency in 
those areas. 

Sovann said the first prob-
lem when switching to digi-
tal would affect some users 
because their televisions still 
use an analogue receiver. So, 
officials need to find ways to 
make the digital technology 
usable on all televisions.

“When switching to digital 
broadcasting, people could 
throw away old TVs and buy a 
new one. Otherwise, we have 
to figure out what equipment 

needs to be added to old TVs 
so they can continue to work,” 
he said.

another problem is the 
construction of television 
stations, which involve the 
use of standard frequencies 
appropriate to cambodia.

“The establishment of sta-
tions means that the use of 
International Telecommu-
nication Union frequency is 
limited on many televisions. 
We need to study how strong 
or weak its impact will be on 
our country,” he said.

The last point to consider 
when switching to digital is 
to re-examine the frequency 
that cambodia has used at 
the border with neighbouring 
countries, he added.

“There’s no problem for 
the central region, but how 
about border areas such as 
Koh Kong, Pailin, Banteay 
meanchey and Svay rieng 
provinces? ... So we need to 
decide on the appropriate 
frequency,” he said.

Sovann said that originally, 
the ministry had planned to 
complete installation within 
three years from 2020, but 
covid-19 has delayed imple-
mentation.

“The project was planned 
to be completed in 2023. ac-
cording to the plan, we need 
to spend nearly $300 million. 
In the first phase, we plan one 
platform at a cost of nearly 
$100 million in 28 locations 
across the country,” he said.

In an announcement on 
march 22, the ministry said 
this does not mean that ana-
logue services would be shut 
down immediately but would 
rather continue to operate 
in parallel with digital TV at 
some level.

hun Sen hails big gains over tuberculosis
Long Kimmarita

PrImE minister hun Sen said 
cambodia had succeeded 
enormously in ridding itself 
of tuberculosis by achieving a 
drop of 60 per cent in mortal-
ity cases due to the disease.

In a letter marking World 
Tuberculosis Day on march 

24, hun Sen said that over 
the last few years cambodia 
had become a model country, 
demonstrating to the world 
how to actively and effective-
ly get rid of the disease. 

Twenty years ago, he recount-
ed, cambodia had been among 
the countries with the highest 
rate of tuberculosis cases.

The prime minister ex-
plained that cambodia’s 
achievements in reducing 
both the mortality and in-
fection rates could be attrib-
uted to the government’s ef-
forts to expand tuberculosis 
testing and treatment ser-
vices according to the DOTS 
Strategy – Directly Observed 

Treatment, Short-course – at 
hospitals and health centres 
across the country.

“We instituted a policy of 
testing and treatment for tu-
berculosis for citizens that is 
free of charge. That policy has 
allowed us to make remark-
able progress which is dem-
onstrated by the fact that the 
rate of illness and mortality in 
cambodia from tuberculosis 
has now dropped more than 
any other country,” he said.

The letter detailed that the 
rate of tuberculosis morality 
had dropped from 42 cases 
among 100,000 people in the 
year 2000 to only 17 cases 
among 100,000 people in 
2019 – a drop of 60 per cent. 

The rate of new infections 
had dropped from 579 cases 
per 100,000 people in 2000 to 
287 cases per 100,000 people in 
2019 – a drop of 50 per cent.  

Despite these improve-
ments, hun Sen said he was 
not complacent, acknowledg-
ing that cambodia still had a 
high rate of tuberculosis ill-
ness and mortality compared 
to some other countries and 
that there were citizens with 
the disease who had not re-
ceived treatment. 

“This problem requires of 
us an accelerated effort to 
further perform the work 
necessary to reduce the rate 
of illness and mortality due to 
tuberculosis to bring it in line 
with the sustainable develop-
ment goals of cambodia and 
the world,” he said.

according to estimates pro-
vided in the letter, 10 million 
people globally developed 
tuberculosis each year and 
roughly three million of those 
patients still were not receiv-
ing adequate care and treat-
ment services each year. 

Tuberculosis claims the 
lives of 1.4 million people per 
year across the globe, hun 
Sen noted in his letter.  

The prime minister hoped 
that the World Tuberculo-
sis Day campaign this year 
would remind people all over 
the world to learn about the 
illness and inspire them to 
cooperate to eradicate it from 
every nation. 

he concluded his letter with 
the hope that anyone who de-
veloped the disease would be 
diagnosed quickly and recov-
er from it and that in the fu-
ture the world would become 
free of tuberculosis. 

Defence 
ministry 
set to get 
more jabs
Continued from page 1

Gmac secretary-general Ken 
Loo welcomed the move.

“This is a good initiative by 
the government.  Our sector is 
labour intensive and it is impor-
tant to protect our workers. We 
fully support this programme 
and we thank the government 
for its efforts,” Loo said.

all medical nurses assigned 
to each factory will receive 
vaccination training, sched-
uled to take place on march 
26. The training will be con-
ducted online and the labour 
ministry will provide training 
orientation after receiving the 
list of medical nurses from 
the factories. 

The government announced 
previously that vaccinations 
will also be conducted for 
other manufacturers be-
yond the garment, footwear 
and travel goods sectors and 
Prime minister hun Sen has 
stated that those in the infor-
mal economy will also receive 
free vaccinations.

collective Union movement 
of Workers president Pav Sina 
said on march 23 this was a good 
opportunity for workers to get 
vaccinated, noting that covid-
19 cases had been confirmed at 
two factories, raising concerns 
among workers at large.

“The important thing is 
that their decision to get vac-
cinated is voluntary. I think 
it should be their decision to 
participate,” he said. 

cambodia is scheduled 
to receive 1.5 million doses 
of the Sinovac vaccine from 
china on march 26.

another 300,000 doses of the 
Sinopharm vaccine to the min-
istry of National Defense are 
also expected to arrive in the 
Kingdom on march 31.

The Kingdom on march 23 
recorded the fifth death from 
covid-19 after a 62-year-old 
cambodian woman died 
while undergoing treatment at 
the Khmer-Soviet Friendship 
hospital in Phnom Penh. The 
fifth fatality was confirmed 
just hours after the ministry of 
health reported 33 new cases 
linked to the February 20 com-
munity outbreak.  

health ministry spokeswom-
an Or Vandine said bodies of 
covid-19 patients handled in 
accordance with the law.

Separately, the government 
has announced that it will 
provide additional funds of 
1.6 billion riel ($400,000) to 
11 provinces for the support 
of migrant workers returning 
from Thailand who must quar-
antine in their hometowns. 

currently there are 11,010 
workers under quarantine, 
with some scheduled to re-
main there through march 
31, in the provinces of Bat-
tambang, Banteay meanchey, 
Pursat, Preah Vihear, Kandal, 
Svay rieng, Prey Veng, Kratie, 
Takeo, Kampong chhnang 
and Siem reap.

as of march 23, cambodia 
had recorded a total of 1,788 
covid-19 cases, with 783 re-
maining hospitalised and five 
deaths.

Motorists ride past  Apsara TV  station in Phnom Penh’s Boueng Keng Kang district.  heang Rangsey 

The rate of tuberculosis morality had dropped from 42 cases among 100,000 people in the year 2000 to only 
17 cases among 100,000 people in 2019 – a drop of 60 per cent.  heng chivoan
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MINISTER of Public Works 
and Transport Sun Chanthol 
on March  23 opened a new 
bridge over the Mekong River 
connecting Kampong Cham 
and Tbong Khmum provinces 
to ease traffic as Khmer New 
Year approaches.

During his visit to the bridge, 
officially named Stung Trang-
Kroch Chhmar Cambodia-
China Friendship Bridge, 
Chanthol said: “During the 
upcoming Khmer New Year, 
there will be traffic congestion 
on ferries. We don’t want to see 

our people use ferries any 
longer. So, with the approval 
from Prime Minister Hun Sen, 
people can use this bridge 
from today.”

Chanthol said the prime min-
ister would preside over a for-
mal inauguration of the bridge 
at an appropriate time.

He continued that the bridge 
was scheduled to be complet-
ed in May 2021, but the con-
struction company had accel-
erated the works to finish it 
before the upcoming Khmer 
New Year.

Ferries at the crossing would 
be transferred to Kampong 

Chhnang province as the town 
does not yet have a bridge. 

With the new bridge, people 
can save time and money and 
transport more products on 
time, Chanthol said.

Kampong Cham provincial 
governor Un Chanda said the 
bridge will provide greater 
convenience and reduce trans-
portation costs 

“The bridge is historical for 
the provinces as it improves 
communications and boosts 
the local economy,” he said.

In order to preserve the new 
bridge, he said security forces 
would be deployed to watch 
for overloaded trucks trying to 
cross it.

“District security forces will 
check every vehicle. If they are 
found to be overloaded, we 
won’t permit them to cross,” 
he said.

The bridge is 1,131m long 
and 13.5m wide, crossing the 
Mekong River from Prek Kak 
commune in Kampong Cham’s 
Stung Trang district to Trea 
commune of Tbong Khmum 
province’s Kroch Chhmar dis-
trict. The Chinese government 
provided $57 million in grant 
for the project.

Construction started in 
December 2017.

K Cham-T Khmum bridge 
opened ahead of holidays

The 1,131m Stung Trang-Kroch Chhmar Cambodia-China Friendship 
Bridge was opened on Tuesday. supplied
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Nov Sivutha

IF NoTHINg changes, the team 
searching for unexploded ord-
nance (UXo) in the warship 
which was sunk in the Mekong 
River in Meanchey commune’s 
Veal village of Kampong Cham 
province’s Srei Santhor district 
during the Cambodian civil war 
in the 1970s, would be completed 
in late March and the warship 
would be salvaged in early april.

Mey Sophea, commander of 
the UXo Clearance Unit of the 
National Centre for Peacekeep-
ing Force and Explosive Rem-
nants of War Clearance 
(NPMEC-ERW), told The Post 
on March 23 that his specialist 
team was working with the 
Phnom Penh autonomous 
Port’s specialist working group 
to determine the appropriate 

procedures to raise the warship. 
The wreck was old, dilapidated 
and damaged in many places.

according to Sophea under 
the instruction of Sar Kheng, 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior, he wants to 
keep the ship in its original 
shape to be displayed in a 
museum for future generations 
to study. a museum is planned 
to be built for storing and exhib-
iting unexploded ordnances.

He added that the working 
group is searching in four other 
locations in the Mekong River in 
Kandal and Prey Veng provinces.

“Now, we are collaborating 
with Phnom Penh autonomous 
port, because it has sufficient 
materials such as modern salvage 
equipment to raise the sunken 
ship as well as the technical skills. 
We have the expertise to extract 

munitions in water,” he said.
Neang Phat, permanent secre-

tary of state at the Ministry of 
National Defence said in a meet-
ing on March 22 that the warship 
lies at the bottom of 27.5m of 
water and is covered in sand.

“This warship is a remnant of 
the Cambodia civil war. The war-
ship is too old, dilapidated and 
damaged in many places from 
shooting which caused it to sink 
during fighting,” he said.

according to the report, from 
october 2020 to early March 
2021, the working group had 
extracted 15 UXo weighting 
282kg as well as six human bones 
and some other war materials. 
Specialist forces would extract 
the last of the UXo from the war-
ship in late March. The ship 
could then be raised and put 
ashore in april.

Warship on track for april salvage

Removal of ammunition from the 
Mekong River earlier this month.
supplied
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M
INISTER of Health 
Mam Bun Heng has an-
nounced where people 
will be obligated to 

wear masks and socially distance to 
prevent the spread of Covid-19.

The announcement, signed on 
March 22, is comprised of 16 articles 
and details the individuals, places 
and locations with mandates re-
garding the wearing of masks and 
social distancing.

In summary, the health ministry 
requires that all individuals in any 
public place where two or more peo-
ple are gathered must wear masks 
– except for children under the age 
of six who are Covid-19 negative. 
Fines of 200,000 riel to one million 
riel ($50 to $250) will be levied after 
a warning is given first.

all group gatherings and social ac-
tivities that do not comply with so-
cial distancing measures are banned 
and subject to the levying of fines in 
amounts between one and five mil-
lion riel on those who hold them. 

all fines will only be levied after 
warnings and instructions are first 
issued to offenders by health offi-
cials or relevant authorities. Those 
who are issued fines will have 30 
days to pay them.

The announcement also stipu-
lated that individuals who were 
Covid-19 positive were obliged to 
wear masks when meeting with 
health officials or other police offi-
cers and that individuals who are in 
quarantine with others were obliged 
to wear masks unless they are in 
self-quarantine in their own rooms 
where they self-isolate and do not 
meet with anyone.

“The decision to punish individu-
als for defying their obligations to 
wear a mask and socially distance 
is made by the health ministry,” the 

announcement said.
However, Ministry of Justice sec-

retary of state Kim Santepheap said 
the announcement was to inform 
the public to prepare themselves 
in advance and exercise increased 
caution so they could avoid the fines 
and punishments. 

“This announcement offers the 
public instruction, but it doesn’t 
mean that it starts enforcement. The 
health ministry will issue another 
announcement notifying the public 
of the start of enforcement accord-
ing to which provinces and commu-

nities currently have outbreaks. 
“So, when they [health ministry] 

issues their next notice, that means 
that enforcement of the law has 
started,” he said.

“The obligations to wear masks 
and socially distance as stipulated 
in Chapters 2 and 3 of this an-
nouncement are to be fulfilled in 
geographic locations where there is 
community transmission of Covid-
19. Those locations are to be demar-
cated in a notice from the health 
ministry,” Santepheap said in a Fa-
cebook post.

“So, please wait for the notice re-
garding which geographic locations 
the ministry has determined that 
community transmission of Covid-
19 is occurring in. That will deter-
mine in which areas people are ob-
ligated to wear masks and socially 
distance,” his Facebook post said.

Concerning fines, Minister of 
Economy and Finance aun Porn-
moniroth and health minister Mam 
Bun Heng issued a joint announce-
ment on March 19 regarding the fin-
ing of individuals or legal persons 
who violate health measures.

The announcement confirmed 
that individuals who fail to fulfil the 
obligations to wear masks as stipu-
lated in the sub-decree will be fined 
200,000 to one million riel and those 
individuals or legal entities who are 
responsible for holding gatherings 
or other social activities and who do 
not respect social distancing mea-
sures will be fined one to five mil-
lion riel. 

The joint announcement also said 
violators who fail to lodge a protest or 
pay the fines within 30 days of receiv-
ing a notice will be referred to court.

Ministry defines locations for mask mandate

People wear face masks to stop the spread of Covid-19 in Phnom Penh’s Meanchey district in February 2021.  hong menea



WWF Cambodia, 
ministry set to 
celebrate Earth 
Hour on Mar 27

THE Ministry of Environment and 
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF-
Cambodia) will this year take to 

social media to celebrate Earth Hour 
under the theme “Love Nature”.  

Environment ministry spokesperson 
Neth Pheaktra said the ministry would 
not hold a public gathering to celebrate 
the event on March 27 as part of preven-
tive measures against Covid-19. 

 “We will celebrate this event with 
WWF-Cambodia in cooperation with 
other partners. We chose the topic ‘Love 
Nature’ that connects the bond between 
nature’s harmony and the wellbeing of 
humanity,” he said.

He added that nature was of vital 
importance for humans. The celebration 
of Earth Hour was intended for citizens to 
learn the benefits of natural resources.

 “We would like to call on citizens not to 
hunt animals, set traps, eat bush meat, 
use products made from animal skins or 
trade in any kind of wild animals. They 
have to participate in protecting and con-
serving natural resources,” he said.

The event is held annually encouraging 
individuals, communities and businesses 
to turn off non-essential electric lights for 
one hour, from 8:30 to 9:30pm on a spe-
cific day at the end of March, as a symbol 
of commitment to the planet.

The event was first held in Sydney, 
Australia, in 2007 to encourage millions 
of people throughout the world to protect 
nature and the Earth. 

Pheaktra said that on March 25, the 
ministry would also hold an online talk 
with the participation of relevant institu-
tions, environmentalists and WWF-Cam-
bodia. MoM Kunthear
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Kampot dam restoration halted
Long Kimmarita

K
amPONG Trach 
district authorities 
in Kampot prov-
ince have ordered 

a temporary halt to the exca-
vation of the O’chro Neang 
dam and its reservoir in 
Kampong Trach Kaang Lech 
commune after protests by 
local villagers on march 21.

Officials said the dam 
restoration was important 
because its reservoir would 
dry up completely in the dry 
season and then flood in the 
rainy season.

Villagers, however, alleged 
that the excavation was be-
ing done for business pur-
poses and that it had created 
a large hole in land they use 
to grow crops. 

“We have 25ha of land on 
the dam for growing crops. 
We request that the authori-
ties determine the boundar-
ies clearly because the ma-
chinery excavating the land 
seems to be out of control,” 
said men Sopheap, a 37-year-
old resident of Kampong 
Trach commune’s Village II.

Son Trey, 52, another resi-
dent from Doeum char vil-
lage, said the machinery was 
not excavating at any place 
in particular but was digging 
out some parts randomly. 

“No one has a legal title to 
the land in the area of the 
dam, but the villagers here 
have occupied it going all 
the way back to their ances-

tors,” he said.
commune chief chen Tann 

said the restoration began af-
ter discussions at commune 
and district levels. 

“The district and com-
mune councils concluded 
that if we don’t restore this 
dam then we won’t have 
enough water to use. It has 
been flooding in the rainy 
season and it dries up in the 
dry season. 

“We can’t wait for the min-

istry of Water resources and 
meteorology to do it because 
it doesn’t have any money in 
its budget for the work. 

“So, we decided to let a pri-
vate company do it and they 
will sell the soil they dig out 
in exchange for the restora-
tion of the dam to where it 
is able to store water for the 
villagers to use,” he said.

however, he said that be-
cause there were people pro-
testing against the restoration, 

the authorities had decided to 
temporarily stop the excava-
tion and wait for a decision 
from the upper levels.

Yun Phally, Kep-Kampot 
provincial coordinator for 
rights group adhoc, said if 
the work was being done by 
the water resources ministry, 
a clear plan would be in place 
to demarcate where to dig to 
restore the dam to where it 
could store more water.

however, he said it would 

still be a good thing if the 
local authorities were able 
to dig the reservoir deeper 
to ensure water storage for 
the dry season and that the 
local residents should trust 
the authorities to do what 
is necessary to restore the 
functioning of the dam and 
its reservoir.

“We must allow the state 
to develop or restore the 
reservoirs and canals,” he 
said.

Excavators are seen at the disputed site in Kampong Trach Kaang Lech commune of Kampot‘s Kampong Trach district. Koh Santepheap Daily
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ministry, KaPE set up more 
internet-connected libraries 

K Speu warns of legal action 
against loggers at nat’l park 

Voun Dara

T
hE ministry of Edu-
cation, Youth and 
Sport in partnership 
with Kampuchea ac-

tion to Promote Education 
(KaPE) is setting up modern 
libraries equipped with inter-
net connections at 16 schools 
in ratanakkiri, Kratie and 
Tbong Khmum provinces to 
promote student literacy. 

KaPE’s executive director 
Sao Vanna told The Post on 
march 23 that the construc-
tion of the libraries is part of 
the happy cambodian chil-
dren project that is being car-
ried out with the support of 
the Kinchan Foundation. 

“The libraries are being built 
using designs developed in 
KaPE’s New Generation School 
Programme that employ mul-
ti-functional furniture con-
figurations and specialised 
layouts for specific activities 
such as story-telling.

“The libraries have very 
favourably impressed local 
communities and teachers 
and greatly increased the chil-
dren’s motivation to attend 
school,” Vanna said.

he said training for school 
librarians was already under-
way to ensure that the libraries 
are heavily utilised and are 
well-maintained.

The libraries are constructed 

in Khmer architectural style 
with funding from a $1 million 
annual grant from the Kinchan 
Foundation. In total, KaPE has 
so far constructed 47 modern 
library facilities at schools in 
Phnom Penh and eight prov-
inces. 

Vanna added that KaPE has 
also played an important role 
in providing online distance-
learning during the covid-19 
pandemic and that they cur-
rently have 20 projects in 13 
provinces that are benefiting 
120,000 students. 

In addition to that, he said 
KaPE has published teaching-
related books and documents 
which have provided innova-
tive ideas and contributed to 
the development of the educa-
tion system in the country.

Education ministry spokes-
person ros Soveacha said his 
ministry is proud of the work 
they have done with KaPE to 
improve the quality of libraries 
at cambodian schools.

“The modern Library initia-
tive of the happy cambodian 
children project has contrib-

uted a lot to promoting reading 
among children while also pro-
viding internet connections to 
schools,” he said, adding that 
improving the quality of librar-
ies at schools remains one of 
the ministry’s priorities. 

Soveacha said other ministry 
efforts in this area included 
organising National reading 
Day, establishing digital librar-
ies for higher education insti-
tutions and focusing on how 
to effectively promote literacy 
through programmes at teach-
er training centres.

Orm Bunthoeurn

KamPONG Speu provin-
cial authorities have warned 
against logging and forest land 
clearing in Suramarit-Kossa-
mak National Park “Kirirom”. 
authorities have also said they 
would enforce the law, but the 
clearing of the forest has con-
tinued even though authorities 
have issued a series of letters 
revoking land occupancy and 
ownership titles.

On march 15, the chambak 
commune administration in 
Phnom Sruoch district revoked 
land ownership letters although 
the administration had issued 
letters to residents in the past.  
The administration had also 
issued another notice on march 
19 instructing people to stop 
clearing park land.

commune chief chey 
him declined to comment.

Provincial administration chief 

Keo Kuch Sey said the adminis-
tration had revoked documents 
in the past for people who 
cleared land. 

“We didn’t revoke the owner-
ship letters. We just said that 
those who clear the land would 
have it reclaimed by the state. In 
the past, we had not have issued 
ownership cards to them either,” 
he said.

Provincial governor Vei Sam-
nang said that the administra-
tion had tried to stop land clear-
ing in the park, but offenders 
had still secretly encroached 
upon it despite their efforts.

“In addition to the crackdown, 
we have attempted to explain 
and instruct offenders regard-
ing the law. We have told them 
everything, but offenders still 
secretly encroach on the land. 
however, we won’t back down. 
We will work to reclaim and pro-
tect the land,” he said.

Om mak Theary, provincial 

director of environment, said 
specialists had followed the rec-
ommendations by the prime 
minister and permitted people 
to live on the land. But they had 
no rights to sell land or expand 
to other locations.  Specialists 
have to take legal action against 
people who have recently cleared 
land for personal ownership.

“We have sent our environ-
mental rangers to guard the 
land.  If anyone plants poles, the 
rangers will go there to remove 
them. If there is encroachment 
of the land, we will take imme-
diate measures so that there will 
not be a difficult problem to 
solve later,” he said.

Phnom Sruoch district gover-
nor horn Piseth said that origi-
nally residents of Thmei and 
chamkatae villages had cleared 
land for their livelihoods. These 
two villages were not in the 
annex of the district authorities 
and the provincial administra-
tion didn’t permit the district 
authorities to recognise the vil-
lages because residents could 
use the land for their liveli-
hoods.

“Originally there were 44 fam-
ilies living on the land. But later, 
there were as many as 178 fam-
ilies in the area. Later, we don’t 
know how many families live 
there because the situation 
became chaotic. Our authori-
ties don’t know how many fam-
ilies live there because the area 
is under the management of the 
department of environment,” 
he said.

The libraries are being set up at 16 schools in Ratanakkiri, Kratie and Tbong Khmum provinces. Education Ministry

Kampong Speu provincial governor Vei Samnang (centre) at the 
Suramarit-Kossamak National Park ‘Kirirom’. suppliEd

man put in pre-trial 
detention for rape of 
minor in Siem reap
Kim Sarom

SIEm reap provincial court 
on march 23 has placed a 
man into pre-trial detention  
for allegedly raping a 12-
year-old girl in char chhouk 
commune of Siem reap prov-
ince’s angkor chum district 
on march 20.

Provincial deputy police 
chief Duong Thavry said 74-
year-old mai mean and the 
girl lived next door.

“The suspect was charged 
with having sex with a minor 
aged under 15 under article 
42 of the Law on Prevention of 
human Trafficking and Sexu-
al Exploitation,” she said.

The suspect faces up to 10 
years in prison if found guilty.

commune deputy police 
chief Seav Dean said that the 
victim is the second child 
of three siblings. Every day 
since January 2021, the victim 
often watched TV at the sus-
pect’s house. When his family 
members were not home or 
did not watch TV with them, 
it was a good opportunity for 
him to commit the crime. It is 
suspected that he threatened 
her not to tell her parents 
or someone else about the 
abuse, or he would kill her.

according to the victim, the 
suspect always lured her away 
and gave her some money 

before petting or sometimes 
raping her.

Seav said on march 20 the 
victim’s mother noticed that 
her daughter looked abnor-
mal. after the mother asked 
her some questions, she said 
what had happened to her. 
The mother then made a 
complaint to authorities who 
questioned the suspect at the 
commune police station. The 
suspect confessed to the al-
legations, confessing that he 
had raped her six times.

“The answer of the suspect 
is consistent with the child’s. 
Therefore, the authorities 
have enough evidence to ar-
rest him,” he confirmed.

Licadho deputy director am 
Sam ath told The Post on 23 
march that he observed that 
there were many cases of vio-
lence against children, such 
as sexual assault and physi-
cal abuse. Some children 
were physically and sexually 
abused by their fathers, step-
fathers and other relatives, 
while other girls were victims 
of other forms of violence.

“a lack of education about 
sexual abuse, violence against 
the children, and sometimes 
failure to seek justice for the 
children and punishment of 
some perpetrators are con-
tributors to child abuse,” he 
said.



SWEDEN is planning to introduce a 
bonus-malus scheme at its two main 
airports in relation to the amount of 
greenhouse gas emissions that aircraft 
produce, the government announced 
on March 22.

“This means that take-off and land-
ing fees can be more significant when 
a plane’s climate impact is higher and 
they can be reduced when the cli-
mate impact is lower,” said the infra-
structure ministry, describing the 
plan as a first in Europe and possibly 
the world.

The measure is set to go into effect 
in July and means that newer and 
more efficient aircraft will benefit 
from the scheme while older planes 
will be hit with higher fees.

The project, which must be approved 
by parliament and concerns Arlanda 
airport in Stockholm and Landvetter 
in Gothenburg, also takes into account 
aircraft that use bio fuels.

The government said the project is 
still under discussion and being fine-
tuned.

Sweden is where the flight-shame, 
or flygskam, movement began in 
2018 that heaped pressure on people 
to stop flying in order to lower carbon 
emissions.

According to a 2017 study, air travel 
by every Swede is responsible for 
about 1.1 tonnes of CO2, a 50 per cent 
increase from 1990. AFP
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,700 16,680 16,720 16,680

2 GTI 4,060 4,000 4,140 4,000

3 PAS 13,260 13,100 13,280 13,100

4 PEPC 3,100 3,130 3,200 3,100

5 PPAP 12,940 13,100 13,100 12,780

6 PPSP 1,900 1,940 1,950 1,880

7 PWSA 6,380 6,340 6,400 6,300

Date: March 23, 2021

Business

Port operator to fully own construction JV
May Kunmakara

S
TOCK-LISTED industrial-
park operator Phnom Penh 
SEZ Plc (PPSP) will acquire 
the remaining 40 per cent 

of construction company Sahas 
E&C Co Ltd’s (Sahas) shares from its 
joint venture (JV) partner LCh for 
$1,172,514.82 after approval from the 
Securities and Exchange regulator of 
Cambodia (SErC) on March 18.

In a filing to the Cambodia Se-
curities Exchange (CSX) on March 
22, PPSP said: “[Sahas] is primarily 
engage[d] in all [areas of] construc-
tion and building works including 
but not limited to engineering, de-
sign, procurement, project manage-
ment and maintenance.”

PPSP said the appointed auditor 
Baker Tilly had calculated the final 
price for the acquisition, to be paid 
in two tranches – $500,000 on March 
18 and $672,514.82 before April 14.

Managing director hiroshi Uematsu 
said PPSP established Sahas in 2017 
to “get projects from outside Phnom 
Penh SEZ, as well as inside our zone”, 
referring to the 357.3ha Phnom Penh 
Special Economic Zone (PPSEZ) in 
the western part of the capital.

“Sahas has been accumulating 
[the] know-how of construction, es-
pecially for road[s], water system[s] 
and factory building through 
PPSEZ’s development.

“We thought that we could expand 
our service outside the zone in order 
to meet the needs of industrial sector.

“By doing so, we can increase re-

curring income from Sahas. We ap-
pointed rithy Loeung, a Cambodian 
engineer as general manager of the 
company in order to localise our 
group’s operation,” he added.

CSX vice-chairman ha Jong-weon 
said the acquisition indicated PPSP’s 
determination to expand and would 
solidify the business in the long and 
short term, stressing that this marks 

a positive development for the com-
pany as a whole.

Noting that PPSP described Sahas 
as “profitable” in the CSX filing, ha 
said: “Acquiring [a] profitable com-
pany under their [wings] is nothing 
but great news for the investors.

“The company will expect more 
profits [as a] result, [and] more divi-
dends as well. So in my opinion, 

[PPSP’s share] price [on CSX is] like-
ly [to] increase.

“During the past week, [its stock 
market performance] has been 
outstanding. [Its] price steadi-
ly increase[d] and was the most 
traded shares among all the listed 
compan[ies]. With such news, we 
expect that this trend will continue,” 
ha said.

Phnom Penh Special Economic Zone (PPSEZ) operator PPSP will acquire the remaining 40 per cent of Sahas’ shares from its joint 
venture partner LCH for over $1.1 million. hONG MENEA

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,062 1.2582 6.5127 108.73 4.1225 1.3435 30.99 0.7670 1.1893 1.3770

Sweden unveils 
plans to charge 
high-polluting 
aeroplanes more

‘Involvement 
key to success’
Continued from page 1

everyone’s financial situation, only 
made worse by the February 20 com-
munity outbreak.

The full involvement of all stake-
holders, homebuyers, developers, 
construction companies, commer-
cial banks and NBC would be required 
for the government’s appeal to be 
successful, he said.

he suggested that the central bank 
would have to intervene to change 
rules concerning loan repayments 
from developers to commercial banks. 
“As a rule, cash flows are fluid in nature. 
If any phase is obstructed, that could 
very well cripple the entire project.”

It is estimated that the Cambodian 
population will top 18 million by 2030 
and the Kingdom will require an 
additional 1.1 million homes, accord-
ing to the National housing Policy 
adopted in 2014.

60MW solar station in 
B’bang hooked to grid
Thou Vireak

A 60MW solar power station in north-
ern Battambang province was com-
missioned and connected to the 
national grid last week.

The solar farm is located in south-
western Thma Koul district’s Anlong 
run commune and is invested by 
Shenzhen-listed risen Energy Co Ltd.

Keo rottanak, director-general of 
state-run electricity supplier Electric-
ite du Cambodge (EdC), said the 
project was part of 450MW of solar 
power planned to be hooked up to the 
national grid by 2022.

“This is a reflection of our future 
plans to deploy more clean energy 
into the national grid,” he said, add-
ing that the solar farm was linked to 
the national grid system via a 20km-
long transmission line.

“The plant will create hundreds of 
jobs for people to earn extra income 
during the Covid-19 outbreak and help 
sustain further economic growth, 
especially in the industrial sector which 
in the future will need a clean-energy 
mix to support its production process,” 
he said.

In May, the Council for the Develop-
ment of Cambodia (CDC) approved a 
final registration certificate for the 
project, with an estimated capital 
investment value of $50.9 million.

Victor Jona, director general of the 
Ministry of Mines and Energy’s Gen-
eral Department of Energy, told The 
Post late in December that the gov-
ernment approved the solar farm 
during a Council of Ministers Ple-
nary Session in July 2019.

The company signed a purchase 
agreement with EdC at $0.076 per kilo-

watt-hour, he said. The project is on 
Build-Own-Operate basis under a 
20-year concession agreement with the 
state-run energy supplier.

he claimed that Cambodia would not 
face a shortage of electricity this year, 
adding that the Kingdom boasts 
3,000MW of capacity in the rainy season 

and 2,200MW in the dry season.
“We will not have a shortage of elec-

tricity supply because our supply-de-
mand ratio eclipses the plan, it is higher 
than the amount of energy we need and 
even if there’s more demand we’ll be able 
to import from other neighbouring 
countries,” Jona said.

The project is part of the government’s plan to boost the Kingdom’s clean-energy 
portfolio to 450MW by the end of 2022. hENG ChIVOAN
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VN renews duty-free 
tobacco quota for 2021
Thou Vireak

V
ietNam extended 
its 3,000-tonne 
duty-free quota for 
cambodian dried 

tobacco leaves for 2021 to 
meet market demand, minis-
try of commerce spokesman 
Seang thay confirmed to The 
Post on march 23.

thay said the extension was 
part of the renewal process of 
the Bilateral trade Facilita-
tion agreement for 2021-2022 
reached by the 18th cambo-
dia-Vietnam Joint commis-
sion meeting on December 
22 and yet to be formally rati-
fied, with retroactive benefits 
for exports.

“in order to extend the va-
lidity of this agreement, both 
sides must prepare internal 
procedures and the Vietnam-
ese side will notify cambodia 
when theirs are completed,” 
he said, adding that the ac-
cord also stipulates a 300,000-
tonne duty-free quota for 
milled rice for 2021.

cambodia and Vietnam 
inked the agreement in Oc-
tober 2016 to drop import 
tariffs on dozens of products 
in an effort to boost bilateral 
trade and have renewed it 
every two years since. the 
goods covered in the deal, 
however, are determined on a 
yearly basis.

the Kingdom exported 
1,377 tonnes of dried tobacco 
leaves to Vietnam last year 
valued at $4,197,500, down 
34.37 per cent by volume 
from 2,098 tonnes in 2019, 

according to data from the 
ministry.

No ry, a tobacco farmer in 
tbong Khmum province, told 
The Post that the wholesale 
market price of dried tobacco 
leaves remained on par with 
last year’s levels, hovering at 
around 10,000 riel ($2.46) per 
kilogramme on march 23.

“the tobacco market is 
rather robust, no matter how 
many tonnes are in stock, 
they’re all bought, though 

the price may not be differ-
ent from last year,” she said, 
adding that she expects a 
three-to-four-tonne yield 
this year.

Data provided by minister 
of agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries Veng Sakhon shows 
that cambodia exported a to-
tal of 5,820.82 tonnes of dried 
tobacco leaves last year, down 
14.02 per cent from 6,769.97 
tonnes in 2019.

the outbound shipments 

were worth $17,462,460, down 
28.34 per cent compared to 
2019’s $24,371,874.72.

the minister listed the buy-
ers of the leaves as Vietnam, 
indonesia, hungary, the Uae, 
Belgium, South africa, Greece, 
Singapore and Germany.

Last year, the area under to-
bacco cultivation was 5,175ha, 
of which 4,875ha were har-
vested, producing 6,132 
tonnes, representing a one per 
cent drop from 2019.

Kingdom stops 
plans for Naga’s 
integrated resort 

Debt-averse Germany to take 
on billions in new borrowings

Vietnamese cybersecurity firm 
Bkav exports Bphone to europe

May Kunmakara

camBODia put a halt to plans 
for a $350 million non-gaming 
integrated resort (ir) in Siem 
reap province dubbed “ang-
kor Lake of Wonder” (aLOW), 
to be developed by hong Kong-
listed Nagacorp Ltd (Naga), 
the parent company of local 
casino operator NagaWorld 
Ltd.

Naga had announced plans 
on November 15 to develop 
the ir – an industry term used 
to describe a large-scale resort 
complex that comprises tour-
ism and conference amenities 
and often features casinos and 
other gaming facilities.

after discussion at the 27th 
Plenary Session of the interna-
tional coordinating commit-
tee for angkor (icc-angkor) 
on January 27 and two subse-
quent special sessions on Feb-
ruary 22 and march 4, a team 
at icc-angkor found that 
aLOW “cannot be implement-
ed in this context”, according 
to an announcement form the 
ministry of culture and Fine 
arts on march 23.

the ministry did not elabo-
rate, but noted that it “shares 
the views of icc-angkor”.

according to Naga, the ir 
was planned be built with a 
50-year lease on 75ha about 
500m south of the “outer 
restricted zone of the world-
famous angkor Wat”.

Scheduled to be completed 
by 2025, its blueprints were 
being prepared by two US-
based architectural firms Steel-
man Partners LLc and Gensler 

and associates international 
Ltd, it said in November.

it added that aLOW would 
comprise hotels, a water theme 
park, an indoor hi-tech theme 
park, a non-motorised boating 
canal system, mice (meetings, 
incentives, conferences and 
exhibitions) facilities, cultural 
attractions, a food street and 
more.

master planning was based 
on the concept of generating 
as much fun and play as pos-
sible in the ir, it said, adding 
that development will focus on 
incorporating elements of, 
inter alia, technology, edutain-
ment, ecology and culture.

it unveiled plans for a road 
linking aWOL with angkor 
Wat, in what it said was “to 
promote the concept of Naga-
World and angkor Wat as the 
twin tourism icons of cambo-
dia”.

according to Siem reap Pro-
vincial administration director 
Sun chamnan, aWOL would 
be located in Siem reap town’s 
Slakram commune.

Nagacorp owns Phnom 
Penh’s only licensed casino, 
NagaWorld, and is currently 
developing its $4 billion Naga 
3 project on the site of the 
former “White Building” in 
chamkarmon district’s tonle 
Bassac commune.

On the Stock exchange of 
hong Kong, Nagacorp’s 
(3918:hK) share price dipped 
hK$0.22 or 2.28 per cent to 
close at hK$9.44 on march 23 
for a market capitalisation of 
hK$40.98 billion, with 2.79 
million shares traded.

the German government will 
borrow a record €240 billion in 
2021 and break its taboo on 
taking on new debt again in 
2022, ministry sources said on 
march 22, as Berlin looks to 
soften the economic blow of 
the pandemic.

in budget adjustments to be 
put before cabinet this week, 
Berlin is set to take on around 
a third more debt this year 
than initially forecast in 
December, with the total 
equivalent to $290 billion.

europe’s largest economy 
will also borrow €81.5 billion in 
2022, breaching its so-called 
“debt brake” for a third year in 
a row.

the limit on net new debt is 
a rule enshrined in the consti-
tution which forbids the gov-
ernment from borrowing more 
than 0.35 per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) in a 
year.

having originally planned to 
halt borrowing in 2022, the 
government is now aiming to 
return to its constitutionally 
enshrined fiscal discipline a 
year later, with only €8.3 billion 
of new debt in 2023.

the budget adjustments 

drawn up by the finance min-
istry will be presented to the 
cabinet on march 24 and 
would then require approval 
from parliament.

Germany smashed its 
domestic taboo on new gov-
ernment borrowing in 2020 
and 2021 as it scrambles to 
shield businesses and workers 
from the economic hit of the 
coronavirus.

the state has already paid 
out more than €114 billion of 
financial support to business-
es since the beginning of the 
pandemic in the form of guar-
anteed loans, direct aid and 
shorter-hours work schemes.

the German economy suf-
fered its biggest contraction in 
2020 since the 2009 financial 
crash because of the pandem-
ic, although the decline was 
smaller than the slumps seen 
in other european countries.

Yet hopes of a recovery this 
year have been dashed by ongo-
ing shutdown measures which 
have seen entire sectors of the 
economy idled for months, 
with the government revising 
down its 2021 growth forecast 
to three per cent in January.

Businesses such as restau-

rants, leisure facilities and cul-
tural venues have remained 
closed since November, while 
hairdressers and some shops 
were among those allowed to 
partially reopen earlier this 
month.

in a report published on 
march 22, the Bundesbank 
(central bank) predicted that 
economic output would “con-
tract markedly” in the first 
quarter of 2021.

as a third wave of the pan-
demic tears through europe, 
the government is expected to 
extend and tighten lockdown 
measures into april following 
a meeting between chancellor 
angela merkel and regional 
leaders on march 22. 

the issue of taking on new 
debt, which had long been a 
fundamental red line for mer-
kel’s government, has also 
sparked heated debate at the 
beginning of an election year 
in 2021.

in January, merkel’s chief of 
staff helge Braun caused a 
major ruckus within his own 
party when he suggested that 
the rule on fiscal discipline 
should be lifted for several 
years to come. afp

VietNam-based cybersecu-
rity corporation Bkav has 
exported its first batch of its 
Bphone to europe, according 
to ceO Nguyen tu Quang.

Quang said the order came 
from a military buyer and that 
the first Bphone will be used 
for “key staff”, without elabo-
rating further.

he said Bkav has worked 
with its undisclosed partner to 
develop its own security and 

operating system for the 
phone’s product line.

meanwhile, Quang noted 
that Bkav would no longer sell 
the Bphone B40 and B60 mod-
els domestically in their cur-
rent form despite revealing 
plans last year for a launch.

Updating these two versions 
took longer than expected, 
rendering sales “no longer suit-
able for the market”, he said.

But after receiving an offer 

from a partner for a device with 
a “sleek design” and a high level 
of security for “key people”, the 
B40 and B60 series have been 
converted to specialised secu-
rity phones, Quang added.

the ceO said airB wireless 
headphones will still be 
released in the future.

Users will be able to purchase 
an upgraded B40 and B60 at 
Bphone stores, he said. VIET NaM 

NEWS/aSIa NEWS NETWORK

Cambodia exported a total of 5,820.82 tonnes of dried tobacco leaves last year, down 14.02 per cent from 
6,769.97 tonnes in 2019. pOST STaff

Vietnam-based cybersecurity corporation Bkav’s Bphone B60 model. VIET NaM NEWS
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china’s Baidu debuts in hK after $3.1B IPO
c

hINESE search engine 
Baidu debuted on hong 
Kong’s stock exchange 
on march 22 after raising 

hK$23.9 billion (US$3.1 billion) in 
its initial public offering (IPO), the 
latest mainland tech giant to flock 
to the financial hub.

Shares rose a modest 0.8 per cent 
to hK$254 from their listing price of 
hK$252 after the market opened.

Over the past 18 months hong Kong 
has seen a flurry of chinese tech firms 
hold IPOs in the city, part of a drive to 
list closer to home as relations be-
tween Beijing and Washington sour.

Until the recent trade tensions, 
New York tended to be the favoured 
place for those companies to raise 
international capital.

But now hong Kong is dominant, 
something Beijing’s leaders have 
encouraged at a time when it is also 
looking to rein in the influence of 
some chinese tech firms like alibaba.

Last year hong Kong raked in an 
impressive $49 billion in IPOs.

Some of the debuts in hong Kong 
are dual listings such as Baidu, 
which is already traded on the Nas-
daq in New York.

Others are purely hong Kong list-
ings such as the medical arm of 
chinese e-commerce giant JD.com 
which raised $3.5 billion in its De-
cember homecoming.

more are on the way.
chinese companies looking at sell-

ing shares in the city include Tencent’s 
music group and video site Bilibili.

The trend has delivered a shot in 
the arm for hong Kong after a tur-
bulent couple of years that have 
been blighted by Sino-US trade ten-
sions, Beijing’s crackdown following 
huge democracy protests and the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Last year’s IPO total would have 
been even bigger had alibaba’s sec-

ondary listing not been pulled at the 
last minute on Beijing’s orders.

The troubles burst into public 
view last October when alibaba co-
founder Jack ma committed the car-
dinal sin of publicly criticising chi-
na’s regulators for their increasingly 
dire warnings concerning his com-
pany’s financial arm, ant Group.

Beijing has since responded with 
an anti-trust crackdown in response 
to concerns in china over chaotic on-
line lending and accusations of pow-

erful platforms squeezing merchants 
and misusing consumer data.

Baidu, for now, appears to have 
avoided that fallout.

Once one of china’s top tech firms, 
it lost out to competitors like Tencent 
and alibaba who were much quicker 
at adapting to mobile, and creating 
the kind of super apps that are now 
ubiquitous on the mainland.

Instead the company has spent bil-
lions in areas such as artificial intelli-
gence (aI), language learning and au-

tonomous driving, betting on smart 
devices and vehicles of the future.

It has also invested in making its 
own computer chips at a time when 
there is a severe global shortage of 
semiconductors.

Both aI and microchips have been 
identified by china’s communist 
Party as core industries to focus on as 
the two rival vie for global influence.

In a recent interview with 
Bloomberg, Baidu founder robin 
Li welcomed Beijing taking a closer 

look at the huge influence amassed 
by his tech rivals, likening it to simi-
lar concerns in the US over compa-
nies like Facebook and Google.

he said: “You just cannot imagine 
the number one and number two 
guy all of a sudden merging and 
gaining more than 90 per cent of 
market share in the US.

“But that happened quite a few 
times in china before. That’s not good 
for innovation. So I think that the an-
titrust push is justified.” AFP

South Korean group of mobile subscribers to 
file class action suit over quality of 5G services
a GrOUP of 5G mobile network sub-
scribers in South Korea are pushing 
for a class action lawsuit against the 
country’s three telecom companies 
over the quality of the services.

calling themselves “Victims of 5G”, 
the group aims to attract one million 
individuals to join the action to seek 
compensation of an amount not 
immediately known. The suit is to be 
filed through joint litigation platform 
called “angry People”, it said.

“Nationwide establishment of 5G 
networks is delayed, which is essential 
for high-speed and high-quality 5G 

services, and in this we see a signifi-
cant negligence of duty in the telcos,” 
the group in a statement, in reference 
to the nation’s three mobile carriers 
SK Telecom, KT and LG Uplus.

The government has also played a 
part in this, they claimed.

authorities were aware of the com-
panies’ failure to provide services that 
match the price they charge on 5G 
subscribers, yet it allowed them to put 
off the rollout plans, they claimed.

In 2018, the ministry of Science and 
IcT auctioned 3.5Ghz and 28Ghz fre-
quency bands off to the three telecom 

providers. all three launched commer-
cial 5G services using the 3.5Ghz fre-
quency, making Korea the world’s first 
to commercialise business-to-con-
sumer 5G services in april 2019.

The number of 5G subscribers 
reached 12 million last month, 
accounting for 17 per cent of all 
mobile plans, according to data from 
the ministry.

The 5G subscribers have raised 
complaints that the average speed of 
5G services is far slower than the tel-
ecom firms had promoted. They also 
take issue with the cost of the phone 
bills, which are about 20,000 won 
($17.70) costlier than 4G bills.

In the second half of last year, the 
average download speed on 5G record-
ed 690 megabits per second, four times 
faster than 4G Long Term Evolution. 
The three mobile carriers had said their 
5G services would be up to 20 times 
faster than 4G services.

complaints with the service qual-
ity had been widely foreseen. cur-
rently, all commercial 5G services in 
Korea are in “non-standalone” mode, 
using the 3.5Ghz frequency. This 
means that due to a limited coverage 
of 5G stations, it automatically 
switches to 4G, when 5G connections 
are not reachable.

Some argue that a true 5G network 
service is only possible through the 
commercialisation of a stand-alone 
mode using the 28Ghz frequency. But 
the ministry confirmed last year that 

the higher frequency will be developed 
only for business-to-business services, 
considering technical difficulties in 
commercialising the frequency.

There is consensus around the 
world that 28Ghz frequency is only 
suitable for city centres and specific 
facilities like industrial complexes, 
according to industry officials.

“Due to its low diffraction, base sta-
tions should be built more closely to 
use the 28Ghz band,” explained an 
official at one of the carriers. “Testing 
is currently underway, but B2c 5G 
service using 28Ghz is expected to 
be reconsidered.”

“all three mobile carriers are cur-
rently providing 5G coverage maps 
for customers, which help them know 
where they can access 5G networks,” 
said the official. “The carriers are in 
the process of expanding the 3.5Ghz 
5G network across the country to 
provide wider coverage and better 
quality.”

KT, for example, provides details of 
its 5G coverage as part of efforts to 
raise transparency and clarity for its 
customers.

across the nation, the company has 
built over 110,000 base stations for 
5G. But about half of the base stations 
are set in Seoul and Gyeonggi areas.

By the end of this year, all three car-
riers are required to reach 15 per cent 
in establishing their nationwide net-
work coverage. THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Shares rose a modest 0.8 per cent to HK$254 from their listing price of HK$252 after the market opened. AFP

The number of 5G subscribers in South Korea reached 12 million last month, accounting 
for 17 per cent of all mobile plans. YONHAP NEWS AGENCY

S Korea’s Lotte 
set to acquire 
stake in bio 
venture: report
SOUTh Korea’s retail-to-construc-
tion conglomerate Lotte is consider-
ing acquiring a significant stake in 
Enzychem Lifesciences to become its 
second-largest shareholder, a local 
newspaper reported on march 22.

The group’s de facto holding firm Lotte 
holdings and Lotte chemical would 
jointly buy the shares, the report said, 
which would be the conglomerate’s first 
attempt at a biotech business.

The group is also eyeing a joint venture 
with Enzychem to further its interest in 
the field, with the total investment pos-
sibly exceeding 150 billion won ($133 
million). Detailed plans for the invest-
ment are likely to be discussed before 
the general shareholders meeting sched-
uled for march 26, the report said.

Lotte Group declined to confirm 
the reported investment plan, saying 
only: “Nothing has been decided.”

Founded in 1999, Enzychem Lifesci-
ences is a local biopharmaceutical com-
pany that develops novel drug materials 
and operates a contract manufacturing 
business with its own facilities.

The company is currently developing 
therapeutic candidate Ec-18, which is 
in a Phase II clinical trial for patients 
with acute respiratory disease syn-
drome, after the US Food and Drug 
administration accepted the company’s 
investigational new drug application.

If realised, it will become the first time 
for Lotte Group to dip its toe in the 
industry. THE KOREA HERALD/ANN



GERMANY will enter a strict 
shutdown for five days over 
Easter as it fights soaring infec-
tion rates fuelled by variants in 
a “new pandemic”, Chancellor 
Angela Merkel said on March 
23 after marathon talks with 
regional leaders. 

As well as extending existing 
measures including keeping cul-
tural, leisure and sporting facili-
ties shut through to April 18, 
Merkel and Germany’s 16 state 
premiers agreed a tougher shut-
down between April 1 and 5.

Almost all shops will be 
closed during the five days, 
and religious services will be 
moved online over Easter. 
Only grocers will be allowed to 
open on Saturday April 3.

“The situation is serious. Case 
numbers are rising exponen-
tially and intensive care beds are 
filling up again,” said Merkel.

The British variant has become 
the dominant strain circulating 
in Germany, she said, noting that 

“we are in a new pandemic”.
“Essentially, we have a new 

virus . . . it is much deadlier, 
much more infectious and 
infectious for much longer,” 
the veteran leader said.

Gridlocked talks
Europe’s biggest economy had 

begun easing restrictions, first 
reopening schools in late Febru-
ary, before allowing hairdressers 
and some shops to resume busi-
ness earlier this month.

But Berlin and the federal 
states were forced to row back 
on relaxations this week as 
new infection numbers rose 
exponentially.

On March 22, the national 
incidence rate reached 107.3 
cases per 100,000 people, with 
more than 7,700 new cases 
and 50 deaths reported. 

Merkel and regional leaders 
agreed at the last round of talks 
that authorities would tighten 
the screws again if that rate 

struck 100 over three days. 
“It is absolutely right that we 

are hitting the emergency 
brake,” said Merkel. 

But the tougher curbs did 
not come easily.

Negotiations between the 
regional leaders of Germany’s 16 
states and Merkel were grid-
locked for several hours over the 
thorny issue of whether to allow 
domestic holidays to take place 
over the Easter school holidays.

Some regional leaders had 
argued it made little sense to 
allow people to fly out to the 
Spanish island of Mallorca for 
their holidays while banning 
residents from taking over-
night stays in their own state.

But finally, the leaders 
agreed to “appeal urgently to 
all citizens to refrain from 
non-essential travel within 
the country and also abroad 
– also with regard to the 
upcoming Easter holidays”.

Berlin had also struck a deal 

with air carriers to ensure that all 
travellers returning to Germany 
would be tested, Merkel said.

Export ban
The chancellor added that 

Germany was “in a race to vac-
cinate” as the country strug-

gles to accelerate its inocula-
tion campaign. 

Dogged by supply issues and 
mistrust over AstraZeneca’s 
jab, Germany’s vaccination 
campaign has been sluggish 
compared to the British or US 
programmes. 

On March 23, Merkel said 
she would support her former 
defence minister and current 
EU commission president 
Ursula von der Leyen’s threat 
to block AstraZeneca vaccines 
produced in the bloc from 
being exported. AFP

World
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SAUDI Arabia on March 22 offered 
Yemen’s huthi rebels a “comprehen-
sive” UN-supervised ceasefire, as part 
of a series of fresh proposals aimed at 
ending a catastrophic six-year con-
flict.

But the huthis swiftly dismissed the 
initiative, which comes as the Iran-
backed rebels escalate attacks on the 
kingdom – including its oil facilities 
– and push to seize the Saudi-backed 
Yemeni government’s last northern 
stronghold in the war-torn nation.

The initiative includes “a comprehen-
sive ceasefire across the country under 
the supervision of the United Nations”, 
a Saudi government statement said.

Riyadh also proposed reopening 
the international airport in Sanaa, 
the rebel-held capital, and restarting 
political negotiations between the 
Yemeni government and the huthis, 
the statement added.

The kingdom’s plan also called for 
depositing taxes and customs revenue 
from ships carrying oil to the Red Sea 
port of hodeida – a key conduit for 
desperately needed aid – in a joint 
account of the Yemeni central bank.

“We want the guns to fall complete-
ly silent,” said Saudi foreign minister 
Prince Faisal bin Farhan.

“The initiative will take effect as 
soon as the huthis agree to it,” he 
added, hailing it as “an opportunity 
to end the crisis” in Yemen.

The Yemeni government welcomed 
the initiative, while the huthis 
brushed it off as “nothing new” as 
they reiterated their demand that a 
Saudi-led air and sea blockade on 
Yemen be completely lifted.

“Saudi Arabia must declare an end 
to the aggression and lift the blockade 
completely,” said huthi spokesman 
Mohammed Abdulsalam, according 
to the rebel’s Al-Masirah television.

Riyadh led a military coalition into 

Yemen in 2015 to prop up the inter-
nationally recognised government, 
but it has struggled to oust the high-
ly motivated rebels.

The coalition says it enforced a naval 
and air blockade to prevent the smug-
gling of weapons to the rebels from 
Iran – allegations Tehran denies.

‘Messaging to Washington’
Saudi Arabia’s proposal follows the 

failure of a unilateral ceasefire last 
year.

Last April, the coalition announced 
a temporary ceasefire in war-wracked 
Yemen to prevent the spread of coro-
navirus, but the huthis dismissed that 
initiative as political manoeuvring.

Elana DeLozier, a fellow at the 
Washington Institute for Near East 
Policy, said: “Coming out publicly 
with a ceasefire plan – as the Saudis 
have done unsuccessfully in the past 
as well – is meant to force the huthis 
to say ‘yes’ or ‘no’ publicly.

“Their rejection of the proposal 
allows the Saudi-led coalition to 
claim the huthis are the problem.

“In that sense, this plan may be Sau-
di public messaging to Washington to 
try to make the pitch that they are seri-
ous about peace and it is the huthis 
who are not,” she added.

The latest proposal follows a 
renewed push by the new US admin-
istration of President Joe Biden to 
revive stalled peace talks.

The US, which has paused arms 
sales to Saudi Arabia and pulled sup-
port for its offensive operations in 
Yemen, has condemned a recent 
spike in huthi drone and missile 
attacks on the kingdom.

A drone strike sparked a fire at a 
Riyadh oil refinery on March 19, in 
the second major assault this month 
on Saudi energy installations claimed 
by the insurgents. AFP

NATO chief says ‘all options 
open’ on Afghan withdrawal
N

ATO secretary-general 
Jens Stoltenberg on March 
22 said “all options remain 
open” on Afghanistan, as 

allies wait for Washington to decide 
on a looming withdrawal deadline. 

US Secretary of State Antony Blink-
en is heading to Brussels for two-
days of meetings with NATO foreign 
ministers, looking to shore up ties on 
his first official trip to Europe.

high on the agenda is the future of 
the alliance’s 9,600-strong mission in 
Afghanistan after former US leader 
Donald Trump struck a deal with the 
Taliban to withdraw troops by May 
1. 

Stoltenberg told a press confer-
ence: “There are no easy choices and 
for now, all options remain open.

“The security situation is difficult 
and we will take all the necessary 
measures to keep our troops safe.”

Current US President Joe Biden is 
reviewing the accord and said last 
week it would be “tough” for Wash-
ington to meet that date.

That prompted outrage from the 
Taliban, who warned that the US 
would be “responsible for the conse-
quences”.

NATO allies have said they are will-
ing to stay in Afghanistan longer, if 
Washington decides to remain as 
well. There are some 2,500 US troops 
in the country and their support is vi-
tal to keep the NATO mission going.

Stoltenberg said the allies would 
“consult closely” with Blinken at the 
upcoming meeting.

Under the deal with the US, the 
Taliban vowed to engage in peace 
talks with the Afghan government, 
but the talks have made almost no 
progress and fighting has worsened 
– particularly in rural areas.

Major urban centres are also in the 
grip of a bloody terror campaign in 

the form of attacks targeting poli-
ticians, civil servants, academics, 
rights activists and journalists.

The US is scrambling to inject fresh 
impetus into a peace process that 
has dragged on in the Qatari capital 
of Doha since September, with feud-
ing parties unable even to agree on 
an agenda.

Defence secretary Lloyd Austin 
made an unannounced visit to Af-
ghanistan on March 21 for talks with 
President Ashraf Ghani. 

Last week Moscow hosted a gather-
ing of stakeholders in a bid to break 
the deadlock, but even that ended 
without any concrete proposals.

An even broader conference is 
now scheduled to be hosted by Tur-
key next month.

The US and its allies say they are 
desperate to avoid seeing Afghanistan 
slip back into being a haven for terror 
groups, two decades after they inter-
vened in the wake of the September 
11, 2001 attacks in the US. AFP 

Strict Easter shutdown for 
Germany in ‘new pandemic’

Saudis propose ceasefire 
initiative to Yemen’s huthi 
rebels as conflict heats up

NATO secretary-general Jens Stoltenberg holds a press conference ahead of a foreign 
ministers meeting in the Belgian capital city of Brussels on Monday. SUPPLIED/AFP

The national incidence rate for Covid-19 in Germany reached 107.3 cases per 100,000 people on Monday, 
with more than 7,700 new cases and 50 deaths reported. AFP
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US, EU impose new sanctions 
on top myanmar military brass
T

hE EU and US on 
march 22 slapped 
sanctions on top 
police and military 

commanders linked to last 
month’s coup in myanmar, as 
pro-democracy demonstra-
tors went back to the streets 
in defiance of a violent crack-
down on protest.

The junta is increasingly 
using deadly force to crush 
activists who have risen up 
against the military’s ousting 
of civilian leader aung San 
Suu Kyi on February 1.

In a bid to pile international 
pressure on the regime, the EU 
on march 22 placed myanmar 
junta chief min aung hlaing 
on an assets freeze and visa 
ban blacklist.

min aung hlaing is “re-
sponsible for undermining 
democracy and the rule of 
law in myanmar”, its official 
journal said.

The EU also hit nine other 
senior military officers and 
the head of myanmar’s elec-
tion commission with travel 
bans and asset freezes, in the 
27-nation grouping’s most 
extensive response yet to the 
February 1 coup.

In Washington, the Depart-
ment of the Treasury sanc-
tioned myanmar’s police 
chief and an army special op-
erations commander, saying 
they were responsible for us-
ing lethal force against dem-
onstrators.

When anti-coup protests 
began the security forces did 
not use force to counter dem-
onstrators – but since Than 
hlaing was made police chief 
and deputy home affairs min-
ister on February 2, myanmar’s 
“police have engaged in brutal 
acts of violence against pro-
democracy protesters”, it said.

army commander aung Soe 
was responsible for sending in 
troops to confront protesters 

using battlefield weapons and 
tactics, “demonstrating that 
lethal force is being used in a 
planned, premeditated and 
coordinated manner against 
the anti-coup protests”, the 
treasury department said.

The sanctions also named 
two army infantry divisions 
involved in putting down the 
protests.

myanmar’s top junta lead-
ers are already under US 

sanctions.
more than 2,600 people 

have been arrested and 250 
killed since the coup, accord-
ing to the assistance associa-
tion for Political Prisoners, a 
local monitoring group that 
has warned fatalities could be 
even higher.

One of those held, aung Thu-
ra, a journalist with the BBc’s 
Burmese service, was freed on 
march 22, the broadcaster said 

in a news story on its website.
men in plain clothes detained 

him while he was reporting 
outside a court in the capital 
Naypyidaw on march 19. a sec-
ond journalist detained at the 
same time, Than htike aung 
from the local outlet mizzima, 
remains in custody.

The junta has sought to stem 
the flow of news about the pro-
tests and crackdown, revoking 
the licences of independent 
local media – including mizz-
ima – raiding newsrooms and 
arresting journalists.

Scores of people, including 
teachers, marched on march 
22 through the pre-dawn 
streets of mandalay, the coun-
try’s second-largest city, some 
carrying placards calling for 
UN intervention in the crisis.

mandalay has seen some 
of the worst violence of the 
crackdown and recorded 
eight more deaths on march 
21, a medical source said, 
adding that as many as 50 
people were wounded.

machine gun fire rang out 
late into the night across the 
city of 1.7 million.

“People were really scared 
and felt insecure the whole 
night,” a doctor told aFP by 
phone.

To protest against the brutal 
crackdown, a group of doctors 
in mandalay staged a “placard 
only” demonstration by lining 
up signs in the street, Voice of 
myanmar reported. AFP

Vietnam’s mekong Delta region needs $16.5B over five 
years to foster sustainable development, says minister
VIETNam’S mekong Delta region 
needs 338 trillion dong ($16.5 billion) 
over the next five years to upgrade its 
traffic infrastructure, improve water 
storage and mitigate riverbank and 
coastal erosion.

at a meeting in can Tho late last 

week minister of Investment and 
Planning Nguyen chi Dung said the 
region needs over 198 trillion dong for 
traffic infrastructure.

The major expressways with a total 
of over 1,000km including the can 
Tho-ca mau, chau Doc-can Tho-Soc 

Trang and ha Tien-rach Gia-Bac Lieu 
expressways will cost 150 trillion dong, 
are expected to improve connectivity 
in the region.

Prime minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc 
has instructed the ministry of Trans-
port to prioritise the can Tho-ca mau 

Expressway in 2021-2025 and solicit 
private investment for the ho chi 
minh city-Trung Luong-my Thuan-
can Tho-ca mau highway. 

The Trung Luong-my Thuan 
Expressway should be completed this 
year and open to traffic, he said. “Pub-
lic investment plans for the next five 
years need to include projects and 
programmes important to national 
development like the North-South 
Expressway, coastal roads and digitis-
ing the economy.”

Work to allow large ships to enter 
the heu river, a tributary of the 
mekong, and developing logistics and 
waterways across southern Vietnam 
are also priorities, he added.

Besides, the government will also 
consider other projects to boost inter-
provincial connectivity, with each 
province being supported on a sig-
nificant project that will improve link-
ages with others.

The government is keen on provid-
ing funding for climate change mitiga-
tion works, including sea dykes.

The delta region faces existential 
problems such as rising sea levels, 
coastal and riverine erosion, pollu-
tion, ecological imbalance, land sub-
sidence and flooding in urban areas.

Experts have called for an emer-
gency response to climate change in 
the integrated regional plan warning 
that rising seas, coastal erosion and 
subsidence could occur earlier than 
previously assumed.

a comprehensive scientific assess-
ment of all the factors that could affect 
the development of the region is also 
imperative, they said.

Studies show 40 per cent of the 
delta could be underwater by 2100 
and half of its population could be 
affected, they said.

Some areas along the coast are 
already eroding at a rate of more than 
30m per year. 

The regional plan for 2025 should 
aim to reduce the negative impacts 
caused by upstream activities and 
take strong measures to end the over-
exploitation of sand and groundwater, 
the experts said.

an integrated regional plan for 
improving infrastructure to attract 
investment and tackle climate change 
holds the key to achieving “inclusive 
growth and sustainable development”, 
they said.

Large-scale concentrated agricul-
tural areas have been created for key 
items like shrimp, pangasius, rice, and 
fruits. Processing technologies have 
also been improved, helping create 
value chains for agricultural prod-
ucts.

rice, including world-famous varie-
ties such as ST24 – crowned the best 
variety in the world at the 2019 rice 
Trader World rice conference in the 
Philippines – is grown on 4.19 million 
hectares in the delta or 54.3 per cent 
of the country’s total. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

A woman walks near burning barricades during a crackdown by security forces on demonstrations by protesters 
against the military coup in Mandalay. FACEBOOK/AFP

The Vietnamese government will prioritise funding for the Mekong Delta region to improve its traffic infrastructure and combat climate 
change, according to the Ministry of Investment and Planning. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY

Nearly 7,000 
people get jab 
in Bangkok 
Covid hotspot

The Sinovac vaccine was 
administered on March 
22 to 1,399 people at risk 

of contracting Covid-19 in Bang 
Khae district, the Bangkok 
Metropolitan Administration 
(BMA) said.

The vaccine drive started on 
March 17 with the BMA moving 
a mobile vaccination unit to 
Sirisetthanont Market in Bang 
Khae district, which is a hot spot 
of recent cluster cases.

The Thai Ministry of Public 
health and the BMA had aimed 
to inoculate 6,000 people facing 
risk of infection until March 22.

On March 20, the mobile unit 
moved to Inmanoradee Temple 
in Phasi Charoen district, which 
is adjacent to Bang Khae, to 
facilitate vaccination of wider 
groups.

BMA deputy permanent secre-
tary Chawin Sirinak said 1,399 
of the 1,429 registrants were 
vaccinated on March 22 and 54 
people did not get the jab either 
due to being physically unfit or 
they had a change of mind.

“Two people who got vaccina-
ted on Monday [March 22] had 
shown non-severe side-effects 
such as dizziness and lighthea-
dedness. The patients got 
better after about 30 minutes of 
rest,” he added.

During the six days of the 
vaccine drive, the BMA has vacci-
nated 6,842 people in Bang Khae 
and nearby areas, exceeding its 
target, after which the mobile 
unit service at Inmanoradee 
Temple was closed. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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IScONcEPTIONS and 
misunderstandings 
around the banking and 
financial systems in cen-

tral america are an everyday reality 
for countries like Panama. as a result, 
it is critical that we constantly com-
municate the efforts we are undertak-
ing to ensure transparency within our 
systems, and demonstrate our com-
mitment to meet the international 
standards that preclude money laun-
dering and the financing of terrorism. 

This is no small task, but let me be 
clear: We do not shy away from the 
challenge and are proud of the tremen-
dous progress we have made thus far. 

Over the past five years, Panama 
has completely restructured the 
country’s legal framework and col-
laborated closely with leading inter-
national authorities to overcome the 
stigma originating from the mislead-
ing report called the “Panama 
Papers”. While the title was a clever 
literation, the vast majority of the 
parties cited in the report originated 
outside Panama. When you look clos-
er at reports like the recently leaked 
“FincEN Files”, it essentially validates 
that we are not the cause or the facili-
tator of the problem. 

In our efforts to strengthen our 
international standing, it is also 
vitally important that smaller 
nations like Panama are afforded 
the requisite consideration and 
understanding they need in order to 
facilitate and implement changes to 
our legislation and regulate our 
financial services sector. 

Unfortunately, countries of our size 
simply don’t have readily available 
resources and finances to dedicate at 
the pace that is expected of us from 
international authorities. What we 
need from international communi-
ties is partnership and support, not 
unnecessary adversity that could 
hinder our progress. Put in simple 
terms, what we need is cooperation. 

Panama is focused on delisting as 
an integral component of its growth 
plan, which includes a series of com-
mitments: to the environment and 
sustainability; to democracy, security, 
the rule of law, global financial stand-
ards and women’s rights; and to 
being a responsible destination for 
investment and tourism. 

Panama has modernised its legal 
framework through the approval of 
laws, executive decrees and other reg-
ulations in order to be removed from 
the EU, Organisation for Economic 

cooperation and Development and 
Financial action Task Force lists and 
to turn the page, once and for all, on 
negative claims that impact our coun-
try’s reputation. although we recog-
nise there is still work to be done, we 
are proud of what we have accom-
plished to date, especially as we col-
lectively navigate the adversities 
imposed by the covid-19 pandemic. 

Despite the challenges that we, like 
all countries, have faced during the 
pandemic, international markets have 
continued to recognise Panama’s 
political and financial stability. Not 
only have we been able to successfully 
mitigate the financial impacts of the 
pandemic, just recently, Panama’s 
National Bank issued a 10-year bond 
for $1 billion – and it was oversub-
scribed by close to $5 billion. 

This demand further solidified our 
standing to the world, demonstrating 
that our economy remains strong and 
that investors trust Panama’s approach 
to financial recovery from the pan-
demic. Our stability is also thanks in 
large part to our diversified economy, 
which is less exposed to macroeco-
nomic shocks than other economies in 
the region and ready to take on the 
challenges of a 21st century economy. 

Vital to our resiliency is also the 
strength of our growing digital hub. 
Panama boasts a robust digital infra-
structure with strong connectivity, 

thanks to the seven submarine opti-
cal fiber cables that allow us to offer 
unlimited bandwidth to businesses 
and academia with minimal risk of 
interruption by natural disasters. 

Its full compatibility with the US 
and the UK has allowed Panama to 
become a destination of choice for 
global telecommunications compa-
nies and data centres. Today, Panama 
is the link to 100 per cent of regional 
internet traffic, 90 per cent of inter-
national voice traffic and over 90 per 
cent of data transmission. 

Panama is, and has always been, at 
the service of the region and the 
world, and we are proud of being a 
reliable partner to a number of com-
panies and nations. Our geostrategic 
position, connecting the atlantic to 
the Pacific, allows us to play a critical 
role in international trade. 

We understand that with such a 
privilege comes the responsibility to 
ensure uninterrupted flow of essen-
tial goods to and from countries 
around the world. We have never 
seen that more evident than with the 
covid-19 pandemic. 

amid the crisis, we remained com-
mitted to ensuring that international 
supply chains for critical resources 
such as food and medicines were 
uninterrupted. Our ports and air-
ports were open to international traf-
fic, never ceasing to connect the 144 

maritime routes and over 1,700 ports 
that depend on the Panama canal. 

Panama is about collaboration and 
has a strong foundation for contin-
ued success. Its sound business envi-
ronment ranks Panama 7th out of the 
32 countries in Latin american and 
the caribbean by the World Bank for 
its ease of doing business. classified 
as an investment-grade country since 
2010, Panama has built up strong 
partnerships across the international 
business world, with over 150 com-
panies choosing Panama for its 
regional headquarters. 

Because of the great foundation 
that exists today, Panama is the 
world’s most robust logistical hub 
with a state-of-the-art maritime 
industry that is critical for global 
trade and the distribution of essential 
goods, including energy, agriculture 
and healthcare supplies, such as the 
covid-19 vaccines. 

Panama is on a transformative path 
to regain international confidence 
and showcase the strides the country 
has made in the past years. Working 
in partnership, and not as adversar-
ies, with the international communi-
ty, we can and will enable a sustaina-
ble future for generations to come. 
THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer is foreign minister of the Republic 
of Panama 

Panama, a reliable partner to
nations and companies

Opinion
Erika Mouynes

Because of the great foundation that exists today, Panama is the world’s most robust logistical hub with a state-of-the-art maritime 
industry that is critical for global trade and the distribution of essential goods, including energy, agriculture and healthcare supplies. AfP
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A
MONG China’s millions 
of university students, 
Wen Sheng Yuan – whose 
Khmer name is Sopheak – 

must be considered a rare gem.
Fluent in the Khmer language, the 

Guangxi University of Foreign Lan-
guages student came to Cambodia as 
a junior in August 2019 – an exchange 
student completing his third year at 
the Royal University of Phnom Penh.

As a Chinese university student 
fascinated by Cambodia’s tradition-
al culture and food and possessed of 
a strong desire to master the Khmer 
language, Sopheak – who is blessed 
with good looks – didn’t expect that 
he would be hanging out with local 
celebrities or would somehow be-
come one himself.

With goals no different from those 
of an ordinary student, Sopheak came 
to Cambodia with his heart set on 
nothing more than studying hard.

Now he finds himself in a strange 
situation where he has actual fans here 
in Cambodia and he is receiving a lot 
of love and public support from them. 
It’s all beyond anything he could have 
imagined before arriving here.

With his natural good looks and 
charisma, Sopheak is following a 
path similar to that of his older sister 
who has a part-time job modelling 
back in China.

Before coming to Cambodia, So-
pheak studied Khmer language and 
literature at Guangxi University of 
Foreign Language in China.

“I have always been interested in 
studying languages. So for college 
I chose to attend a language school 
and I noticed that Khmer had very 
few people studying it in comparison 
to some other languages,” he says.

That was where he got his Khmer 
name from, following the near-uni-
versal modern tradition of adopting 
a nickname from the language be-
ing studied in the classroom. The 
Cambodian lecturer let slip the se-
cret behind the practice – it’s often 
easier for the foreign teachers to re-
member student’s names that way.

The second son in a family with three 
siblings – he has an older sister and a 
younger brother – Sopheak reveals the 
reason he began to study Khmer.

 “I told myself that if I learn Khmer 
I will be among the very few Chi-
nese people who are really fluent in 
it. And then I thought that if I go to 
Cambodia I’ll have a huge advan-
tage and be able to find work there 
easily,” Sopheak says.

Out of eight million students en-
rolled at universities in China annu-
ally, Sopheak is one of just 200 who 
chose to study Khmer.

Having picked Khmer Literature as 
his major, Sopheak says being fully lit-
erate in Khmer is the accomplishment 
he is most proud of because reading 
and writing fluently in Khmer is a rare 
skill even among the small number of 
foreigners in Cambodia who are flu-
ent Khmer speakers, no matter which 
country they come from.

“At that point studying hard and 
learning Khmer was all that mattered, 
I never had any ambitions to get into 
the music industry,” Sopheak says.

Sopheak recalls arriving in Cam-
bodia as a 22-year-old student and 
being surprised by the huge differ-
ence between how Khmer was spo-
ken in real life as compared to his 

classes back in China.
“I remember that one time I went to 

buy food and they told me it cost 1500 
riel, but the way they said it was so 
quick and cut up. I was so confused.

“I had studied Khmer at my uni-
versity for two years already, but 
now that I was in a real life situation 
I couldn’t even figure out the price of 
street food. It was ‘all Greek to me’,” 
Sopheak says, laughing.

Sopheak contacted his Cambo-
dian friends living in China to ask 
their advice, afraid that he hadn’t 
learned enough of the language be-
fore travelling here.

“I went and talked to my Khmer 
friends who are back in China about 
the trouble I was having and they 
thought it was all pretty funny. Only 
then did I start to understand how 
different Khmer actually sounds as an 
everyday spoken language,” he says.

With a natural curiosity about 
foreign languages and cultures 
and an extroverted personality, 
Sopheak made many local friends 
very quickly and that – combined 
with his previous studies – allowed 

him to get up to speed in Khmer 
rapidly.

Now, today, Sopheak can speak and 
understand Khmer without any of 
the troubles he had in his early days 
in Cambodia, which is a good thing 
because since then he’s become a 
celebrity in Cambodia – a Chinese 
heartthrob who not only speaks the 
local language but knows Cambo-
dia’s customs, traditions and culture.

It all started in April of last year 
when someone took some of his 
photos from his Weibo account and 
shared them on Facebook.

In the photos, Sopheak is looking 
handsome and striking poses like 
a model while wearing traditional 
Khmer clothing and carrying tradi-
tional instruments.

Along with the photos came a 
TikTok video – made by one of his 
friends that same day – and he be-
came famous in the blink of an eye, 
attracting more and more Cambo-
dian fans by the hour.

When asked why he thinks he has 
so many Cambodian fans, Sopheak 
avers that he has no real idea – but 

he quickly offers that perhaps it is 
because very few Chinese people 
in Cambodia can actually speak 
Khmer like he can and he has gone 
even further than that and shown an 
appreciation for Khmer culture, like 
traditional clothing and dance.

“I will never forget the friendliness 
that the Cambodian people have 
shown to me,” he says.

Sopheak says that his year in Cam-
bodia had without a doubt been 
the best year of his entire life, filled 
with memorable moments with his 
friends and even with Cambodian 
celebrities while making appear-
ances on local television.

Sopheak has appeared on several 
Cambodian TV shows now and has 
also been featured in advertise-
ments for Realme mobile phones 
and become a brand ambassador 
for Vertalyca shampoo.

After completing his one year uni-
versity exchange program, Sopheak 
went back to China in October 2020 
to finish his fourth year of school and 
graduate with a degree in Khmer.

“Lately I’ve been snowed under, 
busy writing my thesis for my senior 
seminar. But after I graduate, I want 
to go back to Cambodia to get my 
masters degree there.

“My dream is to be a professor of 
Khmer literature one day in China, 
and if I still have enough fan support 
I also want to be an artist as well,” 
Sopheak says.

Returning to China, Sopheak says 
he was extremely proud and excited 
that his school has chosen to show-
case him as a role model for their un-
derclassmen because his experience 
in Cambodia demonstrated how ex-
change students can be amazingly 
effective as informal ambassadors 
for their country if they truly engage 
with the local people and culture.

Finally, Sopheak has some good 
news to share with all of his fans:

“I will be coming back to Cambodia 
soon – please wait for me! I am work-
ing really hard on my musical skills, 
and I’ll come back better than ever.

“I hope you all will stick with me 
until then – and of course, never 
forget to take care of your health by 
always wearing  a mask and choos-
ing to live happily ever after,” So-
pheak says.
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Chinese student finds fame in Kingdom

Sopheak practicing Khmer archery and modern archery. SUPPLIED Sopheak in a traditional Khmer costume. SUPPLIED

Sopheak (centre) with his elder sister (left) and younger brother (right). SUPPLIED
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chinese divorces
on the rise along
with counselling
F

rOm a small office in Shang-
hai, marriage counsellor Zhu 
Shenyong livestreams advice 
over several phones simul-

taneously to an attentive audience 
keen to save their relationships.

On his wall hangs the mantra: “Let there 
be no bad marriages under heaven.” 
But in the earthly realities of modern 
china, divorce rates are surging, and 
Zhu’s services are in high demand.

“I always say that chinese mar-
riage counselling is mostly like 
treating late-stage cancer,” said Zhu, 
explaining the majority of his clients 
arrive in “absolute crisis”.

“Only a minority are considering di-
vorce, but want advice on whether it’s 
the right thing to do,” said the inde-
fatigable 44-year-old, who wears a flat 
cap during his streaming sessions.

Earlier this year, Zhu went viral af-
ter claiming that he makes one mil-
lion yuan ($154,000) a year.

Now he pulls up to 500 viewers 
whenever he goes online, in a mis-
sion he describes as to “avoid un-
necessary divorces”.

But Zhu is also a realist who strives 
to help couples find the softest land-
ing as a relationship breaks up, for 
the sake of their children.

The number of registered divorces 
in china reached a record 8.6 million 
in 2020 – almost double the 2019 to-
tal and eclipsing the number of mar-
riage registrations for the first time, 
according to government data.

after decades of the “one-child 
policy”, china faces a stark gender 
imbalance with 30 million more men 
than women. coupled with rock-
bottom birth rates, a demographic 
crisis is looming on the horizon.

Family pressure to wed early, the 
competitive grind of urban life, sky-
rocketing house prices, inadequate 
childcare and career support for moth-

ers: all these are fraying marriages, es-
pecially among a younger generation 
who prioritise personal freedom.

“From a positive perspective, divorce 
is a manifestation of civilised society 
and of women’s awakening,” Zhu said, 
adding affairs and money problems 
are also prime triggers for divorce.

With the birth rate nosediving, 
The Lancet recently predicted chi-
na’s population could halve by 2100, 
falling behind India and Nigeria.

That has spooked the government, 
which is now encouraging its citizens 
to get married – and stay married.

‘It’s extremely unfair’
Lawmakers last year introduced a 

mandatory 30-day cooling-off period 
for divorce by agreement, which pre-
viously could be settled within a day.

The aim was to prevent impulsive 
divorces, but rights advocates fear it 
is trapping women in abusive mar-
riages as it can be extended indefi-
nitely if one side refuses to agree.

“The ‘divorce cooling-off period’ 
has become a ‘divorce abuse period’, 
which completely deviates from its 
original purpose,” said Guangzhou 
marriage lawyer Wang Youbai.

“It’s extremely unfair to sufferers 
of domestic violence . . . who are 
eager to escape from their unhappy 
marriages.”

The other method, divorce by court 
litigation, usually takes one to two 
years, said Beijing marriage lawyer Yi 
Yi, with significantly higher costs.

many chinese provinces have 
rolled out state-organised counsel-
ling for tens of thousands of couples, 
including newlyweds and marriages 
on the verge of a breakdown.

In central Wuhan, city authorities 
attributed the ‘cooling-off period’ 
to rescuing almost two-thirds of the 
marriages of the 3,096 couples who 

applied for divorce in January alone.
counsellors are also permanently 

stationed in all marriage registry of-
fices in Beijing.

‘We don’t think it’s shameful’
But for 36-year-old civil servant 

Wallace, mandatory mediation 
sessions came too late to alter the 
course of his divorce.

It was granted by a Shanghai court 
last summer after a year of pandem-

ic-related delays, ending a three-
year marriage which he says failed 
due to interference from in-laws.

“For those who really want to di-
vorce, [mediation] is just a formal-
ity,” he said.

Wallace is among a growing cohort 
of chinese millennials disillusioned 
with marriage – and of the govern-
ment push to encourage it.

many of his friends are preoccu-
pied with getting into marriages, 

and then escaping them.
“Some marry just as a compro-

mise, without having considered 
whether they can tolerate their part-
ner’s weaknesses.”

he blames Shanghai’s high di-
vorce rate partly on what is locally 
known as “involution” – a form of 
social stagnation in china’s hyper-
competitive, status-driven urban 
centres that leaves people increas-
ingly dissatisfied with their lives.

Wallace now likens marriage to a 
risky bet. “If you know there is a 50 
per cent chance of failure, would 
you still want to speculate?” he said.

Pressures persist – especially on 
women – to marry young and have 
children. But more chinese women are 
also refusing to cave in, with marriage 
registrations last year falling to their 
lowest level in nearly two decades.

For 31-year-old Vivien, who mar-
ried after a whirlwind romance, di-
vorce is not something to fear but a 
path towards emancipation.

“Our elders’ mindset is: divorce 
means nobody wants you . . . but my 
generation thinks it is just a person-
al choice,” she says.

“We don’t think it’s shameful, but 
instead admire those who success-
fully divorce.” AFP

Pandemic postcards help lonely Germans connect
BrIGhTLY coloured rectangles of 
cardboard fill almost every wall of 
Gesa Funke’s apartment in southern 
Berlin, with piles more stashed in cor-
ners and drawers – some from places 
as far-flung as French Polynesia.

The 29-year-old student has been 
sending and collecting postcards for 
years.

But, like many Germans, she has 
found herself putting pen to paper 
more often as a result of travel and 
other restrictions during the corona-
virus pandemic.

“It’s a little less effort than writing 
a letter, and it’s still nice to receive 
something from another person, to 
have a bit of contact,” she says.

While many Germans have 
embraced digital technology in the 
virus era, others have turned to more 
traditional forms of communication 
to keep in touch with loved ones.

In December, Deutsche Post said it 
had carried 11 per cent more post-
cards than during the same month 
the previous year “probably due to 
corona and christmas”.

Funke said she had started sending 
more cards to her friends in Germany 
during the pandemic, “friends whom 
I would otherwise meet in person but 
that’s not possible at the moment”.

She continues to send lots to both 
her grandmothers too, she says.

Birthday wishes
Overall last year, 120 million post-

cards were sent, down from 2019’s 
147 million, the German postal serv-
ice said.

however, the drop was less than 
expected, given international post 
was severely disrupted in the first 
wave of the pandemic.

holidays – usually a key reason for 
writing – had also largely evaporated 
because of stringent travel restrictions.

But at the same time, there was an 
increase in people sending postcards 
for other reasons, according to the Ger-

man myPostcard app, which lets users 
print their own customised postcards.

In 2019, the traditional “wish you 
were here” holiday note was the most 
common type of card sent.

Last year, birthdays took the lead 
as the most popular reason.

New hobby
In October, around 66 per cent of 

respondents to a YouGov survey for 
myPostcard said they sent postcards 
regularly – compared with 57 per 
cent of respondents to the same sur-
vey in 2019.

Funke is a member of Postcrossing, 
an international postcard exchange 
project with around 800,000 mem-
bers in 207 countries.

at more than nine million, Ger-
many has sent more postcards than 
any other country under the project 
since it was founded 15 years ago.

People may have turned to post-
cards in the pandemic because they 
“have more time and simply want to 
try out a new hobby that they didn’t 
know before”, Funke suggests.

“Others might have discovered this 
hobby for the first time because they 

travelled a lot before and that’s no 
longer possible, so they have started 
to write postcards simply to see 
something of the world,” she adds.

according to Postcrossing founder 
Paulo magalhaes, the number of 
postcards sent under the project 
declined during the first wave of the 
pandemic because of snags in the 
postal system but picked up again 
later in 2020.

“We are seeing this both in terms 
of number of [new] users and of post-
cards exchanged which is accelerat-
ing,” magalhaes said. AFP

A couple visits the promenade on the Bund along Huangpu River in Shanghai on March 5. Coupled with rock-bottom birth rates, a 
demographic crisis is looming on the horizon. AFP

Marriage counsellor Zhu Shenyong (left) advises a client in Shanghai on March 7. AFP

Small rectangles of brightly coloured cardboard fill almost every wall of Gesa Funke’s 
apartment in southern Berlin, with piles more stashed in corners and drawers. AFP 

Postcard enthusiast Gesa Funke poses with postcards in her flat in Berlin on March 1 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Splendid displays
  6 Side-by-side figures?
 11 Santa ___ (California wind)
 14 “SUV” part
 15 Wild dog of Australia
 16 Senior’s junior
 17 Apparently
 19 Boy toy?
 20 He ran with Ford
 21 Kind of acid in proteins
 23 Do over, as a manuscript
 27 Warsaw’s whereabouts
 29 Some daisies
 30 Finding abhorrent
 31 ___ up (accumulated)
 32 Ill-fated liner SS Andrea
 33 Dandily dressed dude
 36 90-degree angles
 37 Column style
 38 Word with “sapiens” or “erectus”
 39 Tend to hems
 40 Smoothing and trimming tools
 41 Capacitance measure
 42 Did what you were told
 44 Like a stuntman’s deeds

 45 Waters at the mouth?
 46 Bit of haberdashery
 47 Evil figure
 48 Collapsible shelter
 49 Noncommittal response
 50 “I don’t get it”
 57 Traditional Japanese sash
 58 One way to set a clock
 59 Broadcast again
 60 Winter clock setting in Vt.
 61 Draws close to
 62 Toys that go around the world
DOWN
  1 Trident-shaped letter
  2 Take one’s pick
  3 Cut the grass
  4 Golf lesson provider
  5 Hit the books
  6 Mentally confused
  7 Climb the corporate ladder
  8 180 deg. from WSW
  9 ___ of Reason
 10 Horn of Africa country
 11 Deserving punishment
 12 Ceaselessly
 13 ___ Domini
 18 A bundle

 22 “That’s really something!”
 23 Ins and outs, so to speak
 24 Deposed leader’s fate
 25 Justifiable and then some
 26 Some loaves
 27 Home to Notre Dame
 28 Relating to the ear
 30 Improved an edge
 32 Lightly sleeps
 34 Yemenite’s neighbor
 35 “Hodge” follower
 37 Short, peaceful poem (Var.)
 38 “___! The Herald Angels Sing”
 40 Continuing forever (Var.)
 41 Manufacturing plant
 43 Long, fluffy scarf
 44 Refuse to believe
 45 Paints amateurishly
 46 More than desires
 47 Pump or flat
 48 Beam on the slopes
 51 It starts many titles
 52 “America the Beautiful” ender
 53 Prefix with “natal” or “classic”
 54 Sere
 55 Infamous revolutionary
 56 Anne’s double?

“HERE’S THE THING” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution
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Thousands gather for 
Icelandic eruptions of  
mount Fagradalsfjall 
T

housands of curi-
ous onlookers have 
flocked to an erupt-
ing volcano in Ice-

land to marvel at the hypnot-
ic display of glowing red lava, 
the bravest of them grilling 
hot dogs and marshmallows 
over the smoldering embers.

The eruption of a fissure 
near mount Fagradalsfjall, 
which began late on Friday, 
was the first in the same volca-
nic system in about 900 years.

The volcano is located only 
about 40km from the capital 
reykjavik and can be reached 
after a 90-minute hike from 
the nearest road.

“It’s absolutely breathtak-
ing,” says ulvar Kari Johanns-
son, a 21-year-old engineer 
who spent his sunday visiting 
the scene.

“It smells pretty bad. For me 
what was surprising was the 
colours of the orange: much, 
much deeper than what one 
would expect,” he said.

The incandescent lava bub-
bles and spurts from a small 
cone in the Geldingadalur 
valley, piling up in the basin 
and slowly turning a thick 
black as it cools.

some 300,000 cubic metres 
of lava have poured out of the 
ground so far, according to 
experts, although the erup-
tion is considered relatively 
small and controlled.

“For me it’s the heat that re-
ally surprised me. When we 
approached the lava flow-
ing on the ground, the tem-
perature rose by 10-15 de-
grees  celsius and our faces 
flushed,” says Emilie saint-
mleux, a French exchange 
student in Iceland who came 
with two friends.

“It reminds you a little of a 
barbecue in summer,” jokes 
her friend Lucille Fernemont.

access to the site was 
blocked in the first hours af-
ter the eruption. authorities 
then lifted the roadblocks but 
discouraged visits, but by sat-
urday afternoon visitors were 
allowed – under strict guide-
lines.

“We are just here to look 

after the people and see that 
everything is okay. and just 
watch that the people are not 
going too close to the lava 
and asking them step back,” 
explains atli Gunnarsson, 
a 45-year-old police officer, 
donning a yellow hardhat 
with a gas mask in hand.

rescue teams also had to 
help dozens of freezing and 
exhausted people find their 
way back to the road on sun-
day in the dark as weather 
conditions deteriorated.

a small recurring beep can 
be heard around the emer-
gency crews. They’re carrying 
devices that measure gas pol-
lution, especially sulphur diox-
ide, which can pose a danger to 
health and even be fatal.

Early on monday, authori-
ties again blocked the site due 
to high levels of gas pollution.

Rare opportunity
This is the first volcanic 

eruption on the reykjanes 
peninsula in more than 800 
years, and it has been more 
than 900 years since the Kry-
suvik volcanic system, to 
which Fagradalsfjall belongs, 
has erupted.

While eruptions are com-
mon in Iceland, with one 
taking place about every five 
years on average, they usu-
ally occur far from populated 
zones, in inaccessible areas. 

others are too dangerous to 
allow public access.

This time, the curious can 
inspect the lava up close af-
ter a six-kilometre hike from 
a road near the fishing port 
of Grindavik, the closest 
populated town with 3,500 
inhabitants, not far from the 
famed tourist destination, 
the Blue Lagoon geothermal 
spa.

By sunday, the throngs of 
hikers trodding across the 
volcanic moss had already 
left a visible trail to the Geld-
ingadalur valley.

others chose to break their 
piggybanks for a spot in the 
many helicopters flying over 
the volcano at the weekend.

While the number of tour-
ists in Iceland has plunged be-
cause of the pandemic – tour-
ism usually accounts for more 
than eight per cent of the 
economy – the island is trying 
to kickstart the industry.

It recently opened its doors 
to any international travel-
lers who can prove they have 
either been fully vaccinated 
against covid-19 or recovered 
from the illness.

It remains to be seen how-
ever if Iceland will be able to 
capitalise on the volcano.

according to experts, 
the eruption could die out 
quickly, possibly within a few 
days. AFP

Hikers look at the lava flowing from the erupting Fagradalsfjall vol-
cano some 40km west of the Icelandic capital Reykjavik. AFP

Weekend hikers take the opportunity to inspect the area where a volcano erupted in Iceland. AFP



The Los Angeles Lakers got a hard 
look at life without injured superstar 
LeBron James on Sunday in a 111-94 
NBA loss to the Phoenix Suns.

Devin Booker and Deandre Ayton 
scored 26 points apiece and Chris Paul 
had a triple-double of 11 points, 10 
rebounds and 13 assists for the Suns, 
who led wire-to-wire against a Lakers 
team that coach Frank Vogel acknowl-
edged must find a “new identity” as 
James recovers from a high ankle sprain 
suffered in a loss to Atlanta on Saturday.

With 17-time All-Star James side-
lined, the Lakers struggled to get their 
offense going.

Montrezl harrell led Los Angeles 
with 23 points off the bench and Den-
nis Schroder added 22, but the Lakers 
connected on just 41.2 percent of 
their shots from the field.

“I’m optimistic,” Vogel insisted after 
the game. “I think our guys really 
fought tonight. We didn’t shoot the 
ball that well, but I thought we com-
peted at a very high level.

“It’s going to take a little time to 
adjust and figure out where the shots 
are coming from, what our new iden-
tity is going to look like.”

No timeline has been given for James’s 
return, and Vogel said before the game that 
he wasn’t counting on a quick recovery.

“Those things take a while to heal,” 
Vogel said. “They are slow recoveries. 
We’re prepared to be without him 
indefinitely.”

Phoenix took full advantage in post-
ing their eighth win in 10 games.

It was a milestone game for Paul, 
whose alley-oop pass to Ayton for a 
dunk in the third quarter made him 
just the sixth player in NBA history 
with 10,000 assists.

Randle riled
The eastern Conference-leading 

Philadelphia 76ers escaped with a 
101-100 overtime victory over the 
New York Knicks, with Tobias harris 
draining two free throws with 5.3 sec-
onds remaining to seal the victory.

harris went to the line after a foul 
by New York forward Julius Randle 
-- a call that brought a stream of com-
plaints from the Knicks.

Randle would have one more chance 
to seize victory for New York, but his 
shot at the buzzer bounced out.

he was still steaming after the game 
when he said officials had “blown” the 
call on the foul that sent harris to the line.

“Yeah, it’s ridiculous,” said Randle, 
who led the Knicks with 24 points and 
drained a three-pointer with six sec-
onds left in regulation that knotted the 
score at 86-86. “They’ve got to do a bet-
ter job. It’s too many games like this.”

harris said he just tried to go to the 
line and do “what I normally do.

“I just wanted to win a game, because 
we had too much going on,” he said. “I 
was like ‘Man, we’ve got to put this one 
down and win the game.’”

Shake Milton led the 76ers with 21 
points off the bench. harris added 20 
points and guard Ben Simmons 
returned from a one-game injury 

absence to score 16 for a Philadelphia 
team still without star big man Joel 
embiid and sharp-shooter Seth Curry.

The victory kept the Sixers a game 
ahead of the Brooklyn Nets, who beat 
the Washington Wizards 113-106 
thanks to 28 points from Kyrie Irving 
and 26 from James harden.

Former All-Star Blake Griffin played 
his first game for Brooklyn since signing 
with them as a free agent, scoring his 
only basket of the night in the fourth 
quarter on a two-handed dunk that had 
his new Nets teammates cheering.

Nicolas Claxton added 16 points for 
the Nets, who rallied from a 20-6 first-
quarter deficit and withstood Russell 
Westbrook’s triple-double of 29 
points, 13 rebounds and 13 assists.

Lu Dort was the hero for Oklahoma 
City, scoring 23 points and coming up 
with a “heroic” late block on houston’s 
John Wall as the Thunder handed the 
Rockets a 20th straight defeat, 114-112.

The Thunder led by one when Dort 
missed a three-point attempt and the 
Rockets snagged the rebound with 
15.8 seconds remaining.

Wall drove past Dort to the rim, but 
Dort managed to swat the ball clean-
ly away from behind, denying Wall’s 
layup with nine seconds remaining.

“honestly that was a heroic play,” 
Thunder center Moses Brown said. 
“I’ve never seen anything like it and 
it was so clutch.”

Dort acknowledged that Wall “kind 
of beat me, so I just had to recover 
and not give up on that play.”
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Cornwall carries 
West Indies back 
into contention
R

AhKeeM Cornwall blasted a 
maiden Test half-century and 
dominated an eighth-wicket 
partnership of 90 with Joshua 

da Silva to lift the West Indies to 268 for 
eight in their first innings, a lead of 99 
runs, at the close of the second day of 
the first Test at the Sir Vivian Richards 
Stadium in Antigua on Monday.

Outstanding seam bowling by Suran-
ga Lakmal, who claimed his fourth 
five-wicket innings haul in 64 Tests, 
had restricted the home side to 171 for 
seven just after tea in reply to the tour-
ists’ modest first-day effort of 169.

however the burly Cornwall, select-
ed primarily for his off-spin bowling 
but also well-known for his powerful 
hitting in the domestic game, joined 
wicketkeeper-batsman da Silva in 
first resisting the best efforts of the Sri 
Lankan bowlers before opening into 
an array of expansive strokes upon 
the arrival of the second new ball.

his unbeaten 60 has come of 79 
balls with two sixes and nine fours 
embellishing an entertaining innings.

Da Silva, who is already building a 
reputation in his young international 
career for featuring in useful lower-order 
partnerships, was within sight of his 
second Test half-century when he fell 
for 46 just minutes before the close 
of play, caught behind off fast bowler 
Dushmantha Chameera attempting to 
ride a lifting delivery over the slip cordon.

“I needed to get some runs be-
cause I haven’t been showing the 
best I can do with the bat so far,” 
said Cornwall in reflecting on his 
innings. “I think we are in a very 
good position at this stage of the 
match. We need to come tomorrow 
and try and make the most 
of the first hour, then 
w e can set up the 

match by 
h a v i n g 

s o m e -
t h i n g 

to run at them in the second innings.”
Such a healthy advantage seemed 

out of the realms of possibility with 
Lakmal in full flow on the way to out-
standing figures of five for 45 off 24 
accurate overs.

When he dismissed Jason holder 
and Alzarri Joseph in quick succes-
sion after tea to complete the five-
wicket haul, the Sri Lankans may 
have even entertained the prospect 
of erasing a minimal first innings 
deficit before the end of the day.

But their enthusiasm gradually 
ebbed away as the runs flowed and 
they now face a challenging prospect 
on the third day to mount the sort of 
second innings rearguard that has 
been almost non-existent on a mis-
erable run which has seen them lose 
their last four Test matches.

There were only smiles on the Sri 
Lankans’ faces though at the start of 
the day when Lakmal prised out West 
Indies captain Kraigg Brathwaite with-
out any addition to the overnight total.

he returned on a scorching after-
noon to bowl Jermaine Blackwood 
cheaply through the gate off the inside-
edge and then account for the danger-
ous Kyle Mayers for 45 via a second slip 
catch by Dhananjaya de Silva.

Mayers had punctuated long periods 
of virtual strokelessness with exciting 
power-hitting, striking six fours and 
two sixes in his innings before the ex-
perienced seamer got the better of him.

John Campbell played an unusually 
obdurate knock of 42, the left-handed 
opening batsman occupying 148 de-
liveries in getting to 42 before becom-
ing Chameera’s first wicket of the day, 
although he should have dismissed 
Nkrumah Bonner in the pre-lunch 
period when the batsman’s edge to 
third slip was negated by a no-ball.

Campbell and Bonner put on 56 
for the second wicket follow-

ing Brathwaite’s demise, but 
they needed other moments 
of good fortune to survive 

against a persistent and var-
ied bowling attack.
“Man of the Series” in his debut 

campaign in Bangladesh a month 
earlier, Bon-
n e r 

eventual ly 
fell for 31 just before 

lunch, adjudged leg-before 
when he missed an attempted 

pull to a short ball from left-arm 
spinner Lasith embuldeniya.

Suns down LeBron-less Lakers 
as 76ers sneak by Knicks in OT

Tottenham Hotspur’s Portugese head coach Jose Mourinho talks to 
the media after the English Premier League football match between 
Arsenal and Tottenham Hotspur at the Emirates Stadium in London on 
March 14, 2021. Nick Potts / PooL / AFP

LeBron James of the Los Angeles Lakers reacts to an apparent injury during the second period of a game against the Atlanta 
Hawks at Staples Center on March 20, 2021 in Los Angeles, California. AFP

Spurs dressing room divided by ‘selfish’ players, says Mourinho
JOSe Mourinho said Totten-
ham’s dressing room is divided 
by “selfish” players and agents 
who have their own relation-
ships with the press.

Mourinho was speaking after 
a vital win in the chase for a top-
four Premier League finish.

Spurs responded to an embar-
rassing europa League exit at the 
hands of Dinamo Zagreb with a 
2-0 victory at Aston Villa on Sun-
day, courtesy of goals from Car-
los Vinicius and harry Kane.

Captain hugo Lloris had 
criticised the underlying cul-
ture at the club in a stinging 
interview following Thursday’s 
loss in Croatia, pointing the 
finger at fringe players who 
were not fully committed.

Mourinho appeared to agree 

with that assessment, saying it 
was difficult to keep a harmo-
nious dressing room in the 
modern game.

“Football nowadays is not easy 
in relation to that,” he told Sky 
Sports. “The selfishness is 
around, the individual interests 
are around, the agents are around, 
the connections between agents 
and press are around.

“And instead of developing a 
feeling of a team, empathy, ‘I 
do for you, you do for me’, ‘I 
win if I play 90 minutes, I win 
if I am in the stands’.

“This is something that you 
need time to develop in a 
group. Nowadays you need 
time because society and the 
psychological profile of young-
er people is not an easy one.”

Mourinho, who made a num-
ber of changes for the Aston 
Villa match, was happy with the 
response of his side – the win 
leaves them just three points 
behind fourth-placed Chelsea.

“I’m very happy with the result, 
I’m very happy with the perfor-
mance, I’m very happy with the 
attitude,” said the Portuguese. 

“I’m not happy with the feel-
ing that if you did it tonight, 
why you didn’t do it 48 hours 
ago? That match on Thursday 
will be a scar for a long time.

“It’s not going to heal just 
because we won, but total cred-
it to the players. They were a 
team. They fought together. They 
put in the game that honesty, 
that dignity that football players 
should put in every match.”

Tottenham forward Lucas 
Moura said the players were 
behind the former Chelsea 
and Manchester United boss, 
adding: “We lose together, we 
win together”.

“What happened in Croatia 
was our fault,” said the Brazilian. 
“We believe in the coach because 
we know his history. We just want 
to be successful here.”

With nine league games left 
to seal a top-four place and a 
League Cup final against Man-
chester City looming in April, 
Lucas issued a call to arms.

“We have nine games to play, 
we have a final, let’s finish the 
season well,” he said. “Top four 
is still possible of course. We’ll 
fight until the end to give 
everything.”
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atletico on course to win La Liga
a

TLETIcO madrid 
stayed on course to 
win La Liga even as 
their rivals kept up 

the pressure, Kylian mbappe 
reached a milestone and Ju-
ventus saw their Serie a title 
hopes surely come to an end. 

aFP Sport rounds up some 
of the main talking points 
from across the continent:

Oblak keeps Atletico on course
atletico madrid were grate-

ful for goalkeeper Jan Oblak’s 
superb late save from Joselu’ 
penalty as they edged strug-
gling alaves 1-0 to stay on 
course for the Spanish title. 
Luis Suarez scored his 19th 
goal of the season as atletico 
put their champions League 
exit to chelsea behind them 
and got back in track in La Liga.

how they needed the win 
too, as Barcelona destroyed 
real Sociedad, Sergino Dest 
and Lionel messi both scor-
ing twice in a 6-1 win. That 
is 18 games unbeaten for the 
catalans, with messi onto a 
league-high 23 goals. 

Barca are four points be-
hind atletico with 10 games 
left, including a meeting of 
the sides at the camp Nou in 
may. ronald Koeman’s team 
might even be favourites 
now, but real madrid are still 
in it, sitting six points off the 
leaders in third after winning 
3-1 at celta Vigo. Karim Ben-
zema’s brace leaves him with 
seven goals in his last five 
league appearances.

Mbappe sprints to century
Kylian mbappe is always 

in a hurry, whether sprint-

ing past opponents on the 
pitch or collecting trophies. a 
World cup winner as a teen-
ager and already four times 
a Ligue 1 title-winner, on 
Sunday mbappe became the 
youngest player to reach 100 
goals in the French top flight 
with a brace in Paris Saint-
Germain’s 4-2 win at Lyon.

at 22 years and three months 
old, mbappe is more than 
a year younger than Saint-
Etienne great herve revelli 
when he reached 100 goals in 

1969, according to sports dai-
ly L’Equipe. Just Fontaine was 
24 years and eight months 
when he reached a century 
while playing for reims in 
1958, the year he scored 13 
times for France at the World 
cup in Sweden.

Flick row simmers at Bayern
all looks well at Bayern mu-

nich, with a 4-0 win over Stutt-
gart keeping them four points 
clear of rB Leipzig atop the 
Bundesliga after they reached 

the champions League quar-
ter-finals last midweek.

however, pull back the 
lid and the talk is of ten-
sions simmering behind 
the scenes between coach 
hansi Flick and sporting di-
rector hasan Salihamidzic. 
Some suspect Flick, linked 
with the soon-to-be-vacant 
Germany job, is deliberately 
snubbing players signed by 
Salihamidzic.

On Saturday, Spanish mid-
fielder marc roca – signed at 

the start of the season – was 
left on the bench despite the 
absence of Joshua Kimmich. 
Instead, David alaba stepped 
into midfield but Lucas her-
nandez, the club record sign-
ing, was also left on the bench 
and stayed there after left-
back alphonso Davies’ early 
sending-off.

With 10 men Bayern still 
cruised, as robert Lewan-
dowski scored a hat-trick 
to move onto 35 goals in 25 
league games this season.

What next for Juventus?
Juventus’ hopes of a 10th 

straight Scudetto surely dis-
appeared as they slumped 
to a 1-0 home defeat by Be-
nevento, a result that leaves 
them 10 points adrift of lead-
ers Inter with 11 games left.

The defeat comes soon after 
their champions League last-
16 exit to Porto and means 
andrea Pirlo’s first season as 
a coach looks certain to end 
in failure, although they still 
have the coppa Italia final to 
come against atalanta.

On Sunday, Pirlo was bet-
tered by his old ac milan 
teammate Pippo Inzaghi, 
now in charge of Benevento. 
Will Pirlo still be there next 
season? and will cristiano 
ronaldo leave or will he stay 
for the last year of his con-
tract?

Gladbach bounce back amid 
Alonso reports

Borussia moenchengla-
dbach had suffered seven 
straight defeats since the 
announcement that coach 
marco rose would leave in 
the summer for Borussia 
Dortmund. What they really 
needed was a game against 
struggling Schalke and they 
duly won 3-0 at the Bundes-
liga’s bottom side on Saturday 
to revive their dwindling Eu-
ropean hopes.

meanwhile the club contin-
ue their search for a succes-
sor to rose with reports indi-
cating they have chosen Xabi 
alonso, the ex-Liverpool, real 
madrid and Bayern star now 
on the coaching staff at real 
Sociedad. AFP

Germany seek redemption as Loew starts swansong
Ryland James

GErmaNY will seek redemp-
tion for November’s humiliat-
ing thrashing against Spain as 
Joachim Loew’s squad look to 
get the fans back behind them 
by winning their first three 
World cup qualifiers.

Germany host Iceland in Duis-
burg on Thursday before facing 
romania away on Sunday, then 
play North macedonia three 
days later back in Duisburg.

“We want to start the Euro-
pean championship year with 
an exclamation mark and 
please our fans again,” Loew 
said after naming teenagers 
Jamal musiala, 18, and Florian 
Wirtz, 17, in his squad.

“Our ambition and goal is to 
get ourselves into a good start-
ing position with three wins.”

a fortnight ago, Loew announced 
he will step down, after 15 years 
in charge, following the Euro-
pean championships, due to 
take place from June 11-July 11.

he badly needs convincing 
wins to restore their fans’ faith 
in the mannschaft following 
November’s 6-0 rout by Spain 

which handed Germany their 
heaviest defeat since 1931.

In the aftermath, a survey of 
German fans by magazine Kick-
er showed 89 per cent felt Loew 
had failed to rebuild the team 

since crashing out of the 2018 
World cup in the group stages.

as Germany team director 
Oliver Bierhoff acknowledged 
monday, the mannschaft must 
“set an example” after the dis-

grace of the thrashing in Seville.
It is a far cry from July 2014, 

when Loew could seemingly 
do no wrong after master-
minding Germany’s World cup 
triumph in Brazil.

The 61-year-old is desperate 
to end on a high at the Euros 
after three lean years which 
have badly tarnished his glit-
tering legacy.

The three World cup quali-
fiers are his last chance to 
look at options before naming 
his squad for the European 
championships.

he has high hopes for Bay-
ern munich midfielder musia-
la, who has dual nationality 
and has opted to play senior 
football for Germany despite 
two appearances for England 
Under-21 last November.

Likewise, Leverkusen’s Wirtz, 
the youngest ever scorer in the 
Bundesliga, is considered a 
bright prospect and has also 
been called up by Loew for the 
first time.

The head coach wants to see 
his players working hard in 
training to win starting places 
for Germany.

“We want to see in the train-
ing sessions and matches 
which players are imposing 
themselves, who definitely 
wants to be there,” said Loew.

he has been able to call up 

five Premier League players 
after Germany relaxed some of 
the covid-19 travel restrictions 
at the weekend.

Nevertheless, manchester 
city midfielder Ilkay Gundog-
an, chelsea trio Kai havertz, 
Timo Werner and antonio rue-
diger plus arsenal goalkeeper 
Bernd Leno will be placed in a 
‘working quarantine’ within 
the Germany camp.

The five will only be allowed 
contact with other players 
during training, team meet-
ings and matches. meals will 
be taken separately.

“The situation is aggravated, 
but we are not complaining,” 
Bierhoff added.

There is also no room for Dort-
mund captain marco reus who 
has struggled for consistency 
after a lengthy injury lay off.

Loew is also refusing to 
reverse his 2019 decision to end 
the international careers of 
Thomas mueller, mats hum-
mels and Jerome Boateng.

mueller is in arguably the 
form of his career with four 
assists in as many Bundesliga 
games. AFP

Atletico’s goalkeeper Jan Oblak stops a penalty kick by Alaves’ forward Joselu (left) during the Spanish League football match on Sunday. AFP

Germany’s coach Joachim Loew (centre) and players attend a training session at La Cartuja stadium in Seville 
in November last year on the eve of the UEFA Nations League match between Spain and Germany. AFP
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