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Covid cluster raises alarm, 
health bodies urge vigilance
Mom Kunthear

T
HE Ministry of Health and 
the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) in Cambodia 
have expressed great con-

cern over the February 20 cluster 
transmission of Covid-19 in the com-
munity. Both entities appealed for 
vigilance and cooperation in curb-
ing further spread of the virus.

Ministry spokeswoman Or Vand-
ine said this outbreak was different 
from previous community transmis-
sions in November last year because 
it had spread wider and faster. She 
explained that the ministry had 

repeated calls for vigilance because 
no one could know where the virus 
is present, and thus it could be trans-
mitted at any place or time.

“The success or failure of prevent-
ing the spread of Covid-19 depends 
on us all. The government, ministry 
and medical teams are working 
hard all the time, and sufficient 
measures have already been put in 
place. But still, it depends on peo-
ple’s participation to cut the lines of 
transmission as soon as possible.

“The current situation is not good 
for us. This transmission is compli-
cated in a manner that makes our 
intervention difficult,” she said.

WHO representative Dr Li Ailan 
said: “We are very concerned that 
there could be a large-scale trans-
mission in the community. We are 
now facing cases of small-scale local 
clusters. But I want to make it clear 
that we are at risk of a potentially 
large-scale outbreak,” she said.

Li stressed that it was of paramount 
importance to work together to con-
tain the outbreak and prevent a 
worst-case scenario which could 
entail severe public health, social 
and economic consequences.

She said that if there were too many 
cases, the country’s health care sys-
tem might become overwhelmed 

which could compound the impact 
on society, potentially preventing 
some pandemic patients from receiv-
ing proper treatment and reducing 
the availability of other essential 
medical services to the general public.

Li said: “This large community 
outbreak can lead to lockdowns of 
any affected areas and can impact 
schools, businesses and economic 
activities throughout the country.”

“We should focus our attention on 
fighting this current outbreak. As 
long as the virus can still appear any-
where, people everywhere are still

Facebook set 
to restore Oz 
news pages

Ministries: Join BFC or lose export privileges

FACEBOOK said on February 23 it will lift 
a contentious ban on Australian news 
pages, after the government agreed to 
amend a world-first law requiring tech 
giants to pay media companies.

Treasurer Josh Frydenberg and Facebook 
said a compromise had been reached on 
key aspects of the law, which was fiercely 
opposed by the tech companies.

“As a result of these changes, we can now 
work to further our investment in public 
interest journalism, and restore news on 
Facebook for Australians in the coming 
days,” said Will Easton, managing director 
of Facebook Australia.

The social media firm sparked global 
outrage last week by blacking out news for 
its Australian users and inadvertently 
blocking a series of non-news Facebook 
pages linked to everything from cancer 
charities to emergency response services.

Prime Minister Scott Morrison had 
angrily accused Facebook of making a 
decision to “unfriend” Australia.

But the last minute compromise – as 
parliament looks set to pass the law this 
week – means that Facebook and Google, 
which was also targetted, will not be penal-
ised so long as they reach some deals with 
local media firms to pay for news.

They will also get an additional two 
months to broker those agreements.

The tech firms had fiercely opposed the 
legislation from the get-go, fearing it 
would create international precedent that 
would threaten their business models.

“There is no doubt that Australia has been 
a proxy battle for the world,” said 
Frydenberg.

In particular, the companies objected to 
rules that made negotiations with media 
companies mandatory and gave an inde-
pendent Australian arbiter the right to 
impose a settlement.

Google was keen to avoid creating a 
precedent that platforms should pay any-
one for links, something they could make 
their flagship search engine unworkable.

Facebook – which is much less reliant 
on news content – had said being forced 
to pay for news was simply not worth it.

“We have come to an agreement that will 
allow us to support the publishers we choose 
to, including small and local publishers,” 
said Facebook vice-president for global 
news partnerships Campbell Brown. AFP

Thou Vireak

TWO ministries on February 22 ordered 
factory owners and directors in the 
textile, garment, bag and travel-goods 
export sectors to register with Better 
Factories Cambodia (BFC) and obtain 
certification on working conditions.

Certification will allow factories, 
enterprises and labour contractors to 
export merchandise under Generalised 

System of Preferences (GSP) schemes 
provided by a handful of countries and 
an economic union, the ministries of 
Labour and Vocational Training, and 
Commerce said in a joint statement.

According to the UN Conference on 
Trade and Development (UNCTAD), 
the 13 countries and economic 
unions that grant GSP preferences 
are Australia, Belarus, Canada, the 
EU, Iceland, Japan, Kazakhstan, New 

Zealand, Norway, Russia, Switzer-
land, Turkey and the US.

The BFC project was established in 
2001 in a unique partnership between 
the UN’s International Labour Organ-
isation (ILO) and the International 
Finance Corporation (IFC), a mem-
ber of the World Bank.

The ministries said registration to 
BFC requires a “financial contribu-
tion . . . in support of the project” paid 

to the Garment Manufacturers Asso-
ciation in Cambodia (GMAC).

From next year, operators in the 
sectors must have a certificate of 
compliance on working conditions 
issued by an inspector from the 
labour ministry who ascertains that 
the establishment is consistent with 
Prakas 434/20 K.B/Br.K.Kh.L, dated 
December 31, 2020, they said.

The prakas is on the “Issuance of Cer-

tification of Compliance Concerning 
Working Conditions and the Joint 
Action Plan of the Better Factories Cam-
bodia Project and the Ministry of Labour 
and Vocational Training”, they added.

The statement said: “In the event 
that you fail to meet the above require-
ment, you will not be eligible to export.

“The ministries are firmly counting
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foreigners wait to take Covid-19 tests at the national Institute of public Health laboratory on Tuesday. HENG CHIVOAN



Lay Samean 

P
OLICE around the 
country have arrested 
80 brokers accused of 
having arranged ille-

gal transport across national 
borders for migrant work-
ers as authorities attempt to 
carry out strict quarantine 
measures and crack down on 
traffickers pursuant to orders 
from the prime minister.

National Police spokesman 
Chhay Kim Khoeun told The 
Post on February 23 that the 
suspects would be quarantined 
in accordance with health pro-
cedures before prosecutions 
would proceed against them 
and the migrants who had 
sought to evade protocols.

Battambang deputy provin-
cial governor Soeum Bunrith 
told The Post that officials in 
his province held nine bro-
kers and were building case 
files for referral to court in 
accordance with the prime 
minister’s instructions.

“The detained brokers are 
both exporters and import-
ers. Certain brokers bring our 
people to labour in Thailand. 
They make promises of find-
ing work to people who do 
not know better. In fact, Thai-
land does not currently allow 
entry by foreigners.

“If people try to enter the 
country secretly, Thai authori-
ties will arrest them and send 
them back to our police. Other 
brokers bring migrant workers 
from Thailand into Cambodia 

so they can avoid going to quar-
antine centres,” Bunrith said.

As part of efforts to prevent 
the community transmission 
of Covid-19, provincial officials 
were also working to publicise 
recent amendments to a gov-
ernment sub-decree which 
increases fines for people at-

tempting to circumvent quar-
antine procedures and for those 
who offer such assistance.

“We have not only arrested 
the brokers, but we have also 
helped spread awareness of 
the sub-decree to discourage 
people from trying to escape 
quarantine centres.

“We explain to them that run-
ning away makes them liable 
for fines of one to five million 
riel [US$250 to $1,250] – and 
10 to 50 million riel for accom-
plices – not including criminal 
penalties,” Bunrith said.

Banteay Meanchey deputy 

provincial governor Ly Sary 
told The Post: “In February, we 
have arrested three brokers 
– two by local police officers 
and one by military police.”

Prime Minister Hun Sen on 
February 20 ordered border 
police to scrutinise people’s 
travels to clamp down on il-
legal cross-border traffic. He 
also appealed to Cambodian 
migrant workers in Thailand 
not to return home during 
the spread of Covid-19, even 
for the Khmer New Year.

While the Kingdom would 
always welcome its nationals 

home, they would be subject to 
two weeks of quarantine upon 
entering the country – and fur-
ther measures if they sought 
to return to Thailand for work, 
Hun Sen explained, saying it 
was not worthwhile to try to 
return for just the holiday.

“We cannot refuse to receive 
our citizens who come back 
home, but we must keep them 
in quarantine. We also cannot 
allow them to cross surrepti-
tiously from Cambodia into 
Thailand, Vietnam or Laos. All 
border police must stop migrants 
from doing so,” he said.
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya 

THE Cambodian embassy in 
South Korea helped a Cambo-
dian migrant receive medical 
care and, separately, is now 
searching for a Cambodian 
woman who went missing 
after getting married in the 
country and living there for 
two months, according to 
Cambodia’s ambassador to 
South Korea, Long Dimanche.  

Dimanche said on Febru-
ary 23 that embassy officials 
in charge of Cambodian mi-
grant services in South Korea 
had intervened on behalf of a 
Cambodian man who was in 
need of medical treatment. 
The man works at a refrigera-
tor factory in Busan City. 

“Seven Cambodians work 
at that factory including one 
who is losing his memory – 
apparently due to a medical 
condition,” Dimanche said. 

Dimanche did not provide 
the worker’s name, citing pri-
vacy concerns.

 “He had lost some impor-
tant documents like his pass-
port and identification card, 
possibly due to this condi-
tion, so he was unable to go 
out and seek health services. 
The embassy intervened to 
ensure that he could go to the 
hospital for medical care and 
he has now received medicine 
to take at home,” he said. 

According to Dimanche, the 
officials requested that his em-
ployers at the factory and his 
Cambodian colleagues provide 
further assistance with taking 
care of him for now and with 
bringing him to the hospital. 

Additionally, embassy offi-
cials have contacted the rele-
vant authorities in Cambodia 
in order to inform his family 
and coordinate with them. 

“When his condition has 
improved some, our team will 
help him get a new passport 
so that he can return to Cam-
bodia,” he said.

In a separate case, Diman-
che said that on February 22 
embassy officials had contact-
ed the authorities in South Ko-
rea to ask for assistance in the 
search for a 21-year-old Cam-
bodian woman, Duch ratana, 
following her unexplained 
disappearance from her hus-
band’s home in Seoul. 

“According to the informa-
tion learned by investigators, 
Duch ratana had come to live 
in Seoul with the intention of 
only staying for a period of two 
months but she went missing 
from the home she shares with 
her Korean husband without 
any notice or explanation for 
her whereabouts for several 
days now,” he said.

Dimanche requests that ra-
tana or her family, friends or 
relatives in Cambodia please 
contact his embassy if they have 
any information that would 
shed light on her situation, 
adding that the embassy stands 
ready to provide her with assis-
tance should she need any.

Embassy 
probes for 
woman in 
South Korea

Police nab 80 migrant traffickers

Seven brokers were arrested for smuggling migrants across the Cambodian-Thai border in Banteay Meanchey province.  Facebook

Battambang police arrest 
16 in crackdown on DUIs
Kim Sarom

THE Battambang provincial 
court on February 22 charged 
and detained 16 drivers of cars 
and heavy trucks after police 
stopped them on the night of 
February 20 while they were 
driving in the province. 

Sok Nimol, head of the anti-
drug bureau in Battambang 
province, said on February 
23 that a provincial judge had 
issued a warrant for their de-
tention after a prosecutor had 
charged them with driving un-
der the influence of an addic-
tive substance under Article 63 
of the Drug Control Law.

If they are convicted of this 
crime they may be jailed for a 
period of one month to one 
year and fined 100,000 to two 
million riel (US$25-$500). 

If any of the drivers had 
injured anyone while driv-
ing under the influence they 
could then be sentenced for 
a period of two years to five 
years in prison and fined four 
million riel to 10 million riel.

“Driving under the influence 
of drug causes a very high risk 
to everyone on the road be-
cause when [alcohol or drugs] 

enters their bodies they are 
so preoccupied with having a 
good time that they forget to 
drive carefully. If they were bus 
drivers this would be extremely 
dangerous,” he said.

He added that police forces 
from the traffic bureau and 
from the anti-drug bureau 
had worked together to carry 
out this operation. 

The traffic police deter-
mined whether the drivers 
were going over the speed 
limit and tested the driver’s for 
use of alcohol. If any drivers 
tested positive for other ad-
dictive substances the police 
would then send them to the 
anti-drug bureau to build a 
case file for referral to court. 

Nimol continued that last 
year his police hadn’t de-
tained and sent drivers un-
der the influence of drugs 
to court because previously 
they had just educated them 
about how dangerous it was 
or sent them to drug rehabili-
tation centres and that they 
had observed that many of 
these drivers had left the re-
hab centres and didn’t learn 
their lesson from it. 

He further stated that the ma-

jority of traffic accidents were 
caused by drivers who seemed 
to make a habit out of driving 
while impaired and so the po-
lice were taking new measures 
to build case files for these of-
fenders for referral to court.

Similarly, Chan Sophy, the 
head of the traffic bureau in 
Battambang, also noted that 
in the past the police had just 
detained and sent drivers un-
der the influence of drugs to 
drug rehabilitation centres, but 
upon return they had contin-
ued to cause traffic accidents.

Concerning the case, Y Sokha, 
the deputy police chief in charge 
of traffic in Preah Sihanouk 
province, said on February 23 
that Preah Sihanouk routinely 
stopped and detained drivers 
under the influence of alcohol 
and that when the police deter-
mine that someone has been 
driving under the influence of 
an addictive substance they 
must be sent to court.

“Persons under the influ-
ence of alcohol that cause 
traffic accidents must be sent 
to court as per procedure and 
drivers under the influence of 
drugs must be sent to court as 
well,” he said.
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Lay Samean

MINISTER of National Defence 
Tea Banh called on all charita-
ble people to continue con-
tributing to the construction 
and renovation of the Koh 
Kong veterans’ cemetery.  

The cemetery is exclusively 
reserved as a resting place for 
the remains of veterans who 
lost their lives while serving in 
Cambodia’s armed forces. 

The defence minister’s 
remarks were made during a 
groundbreaking ceremony for 
construction and repairs at the 
veterans’ cemetery on Febru-
ary 23. 

The ceremony was also 
attended by a number of other 
government and military officials 
as well as the relatives of some 
of the veterans who have been 
interred or memorialised there.

Banh said that the purpose 
of the cemetery was to ensure 
that Cambodia always remem-
bered the great merit of its 
soldiers and the heroic deeds 
of the cadres and the patriots 
who had sacrificed their bod-
ies and their lives in the battle 
to liberate the motherland 
from the hands of the brutal 

regime of Pol Pot in order to 
save the Khmer people and 
revive Cambodian society.

Banh requested that the 
public help with additional 
donations at this time in order 
for the construction to pro-
ceed smoothly and to be fin-
ished as planned.

“Everyone please continue 
to contribute money, materi-
als, equipment and any other 
available assistance that could 
help facilitate the work of the 
construction crew and the 
successful completion of the 
cemetery in accordance with 
the plans of the government’s 
working group in Koh Kong 
province,” Banh said.

Banh added that the attend-
ance at the ceremony and at 
other similar events by all 
those present was an expres-
sion of gratitude for the sacri-
fices made by those who lost 
their lives and that it would 
help the next generation 
understand the history of those 
who came before them and 
what they went through as well 
as provide valuable lessons to 
the younger generation about 
building the nation today and 
defending it in the future. 

 Yun Min, defence ministry 
secretary of state and chair-
man of the construction com-
mittee for the veterans’ cem-
etery, said: “Now we’d like to 
see a groundswell of support 
from the public so we ask all 
Cambodian citizens to please 
get involved and donate to 
fund the construction of the 
veterans’ cemetery. We have 
created a Facebook page called 
‘Koh Kong Veterans’ Cemetery 
Working Group’ with more 
information available on it.”

Min also mentioned that they 
had opened a bank account at 
ABA Bank to make it easier to 
donate and that donations had 
come in from all manner of 
people – including ordinary 
citizens who had never served 
in the military – in addition to 
the donations from people who 
are related to the veterans.

As of February 23 the total 
funding received from public 
donations was about $370,000, 
he said.

Min told The Post that the 

expert working group’s con-
struction crews were trying to 
finish the job during the dry 
season of 2023 at the latest.

According to Min, the remains 
of 447 veterans will initially be 
buried in the cemetery, located 
in Koh Kong province’s Khema-
rak Phoumin town. 

These veterans hailed from 
Phnom Penh and 16 other 
provinces and all of them lost 
their lives in the period of 
fighting that lasted from 1979 
to 1998.
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Covid regulation violators to be deported
Mom Kunthear

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen has 
granted request to expel and 
ban any foreigners for re-entry 
if they do not comply with 

health regulations for quarantine, 
evade medical treatment or refuse to 
provide information to the authorities.

These measures are in addition to 
those stipulated in Sub-Decree No 
27 regarding quarantine require-
ments approved by the government 
on February 18. 

 The decision came after Dy Vichea, 
head of the Sub-Committee on Re-
search and Monitoring of Suspected 
Covid-19 Cases, expressed concerns 
about a lack of cooperation among 
some foreigners amid the outbreak 
of community transmission.

In his letter to the prime minister, 
Vichea said: “Difficulties encountered 
by the committee’s research team in-
clude individuals who had contact 
with a Covid-19 patient refusing to 
cooperate with us, people refusing to 
give interviews to us and those who 
have escaped from quarantine. 

“And there have been business 
owners who have refused to coop-
erate in contact tracing efforts or in 
following up with us on the status of 
persons infected with Covid-19. All 
of these actions slow down and limit 
the effectiveness of our operations.”   

Vichea requested introduction and 
enforcement of additional legal mea-
sures against individuals and busi-
nesses or locations that do not cooper-
ate with required Covid-19 measures.

Non-cooperative foreigners, he 
suggested, shall be deported and 
banned from re-entry while non-
compliant businesses shall have their 
licences revoked and be closed.

Meanwhile, Phnom Penh mu-
nicipal governor Khuong Sreng has 
vowed stricter enforcement of mea-
sures to prevent and control Covid-

19 in the wake of the February 20 
Community Event.

He advised all event hosts, business 
owners and other stakeholders to strict-
ly implement social distancing and 
personal distancing safety measures.

“Those who are hosting events 
will have their events shut down 
and business owners will have their 
businesses closed – and will be pun-
ished according to the law – if they 
continue to refuse to follow the Min-
istry of Health guidelines,” he said.

According to Chapter 5 of the Feb-
ruary 18 sub-decree, those who evade 
quarantine or leave their place of 
quarantine without permission will 

be fined between one million and 
five million riel ($250 and $1,250). 

For those who initiate, lead, guide, 
incite, persuade or intentionally facili-
tate a person’s efforts to escape a quar-
antine facility or leave self-quarantine 
will be fined between 10 million and 50 
million riel and be subject to punish-
ment under criminal statutes as well.

According to the health ministry’s 
press release issued on February 23, 
three cases linked to the February 20 
Community Event have now been 
determined to be the new variants 
of Covid-19.

One of the three persons detected 
with the new variants resided in 

Tonle Bassac commune in the capi-
tal’s Chamkarmon district. The two 
other patients had visited the N8 
nightclub, where the outbreak of the 
country’s third community trans-
mission is believed to have begun.

At a press conference on February 
23, health ministry spokeswoman 
Or Vandine said that although there 
had been no reported cases of death 
due to Covid-19 in Cambodia, the 
risks associated with contracting 
the virus remained high.

“The current situation with commu-
nity transmission is more complicated 
than the November 28 Community 
Event, especially because this involves 

the transmission of a new variant of 
Covid-19 which is more [dangerous] 
and spreads faster,” she said.

According to the ministry, the 
number of Covid-19 patients linked 
to the February 20 Community Event 
has now reached 99. Of the number, 
23 tested positive on February 22. 

The latest cases bring the King-
dom’s Covid-19 tally to 593, with 118 
receiving ongoing treatment. 

Of the 475 who have recovered, 
three were first detected with the 
new Covid-19 variant. The three 
were passengers inbound from 
abroad and were not linked to the 
February 20 Community Event.

Foreigners wait for Covid-19 test at the National Institute of Public Health laboratory in Phnom Penh on Tuesday. HENG CHIVOAN

Defence minister Tea Banh in Koh Kong province on Monday. TEA BANH VIA FACEBOOk

Minister calls for 
contributions to 
veterans’ cemetery 

Vandine: No 
confirmation 
of the origin of 
Covid thus far
Continued from page 1

under threat,” she said.
Responding to a claim that a 

coronavirus had been detect-
ed in a bat in Cambodia in 
2010, Vandine explained that 
it had not been Covid-19.

“Some people have inter-
preted this as meaning that the 
disease may have originated 
from Cambodia. However, 
there has not yet been any con-
firmation of the origin of Cov-
id-19, so please do not jump to 
false conclusions,” she said.

On February 23, the health 
ministry announced addition-
al business closures in con-
nection with the February 20 
Community Event, more than 
doubling the total to 47. Test-
ing and quarantine is under-
way, and all people who have 
possibly been exposed are 
encouraged to come forward.

Since the beginning of the 
public vaccination campaign 
on February 10, the health 
ministry has inoculated 7,770 
people with China’s Sinop-
harm vaccine. In the same 
time, the Ministry of National 
Defence has vaccinated 36,735 
servicemen and women.
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Nov Sivutha

THe Committee for free and fair 
elections in Cambodia (COMfreL) 
confirmed on february 23 that the 
voter list officially announced by the 
National election Committee (NeC) 
late last year is acceptable even 
though there are still some duplicate 
names on the list which could lead 
to the disenfranchisement of a small 
number of voters.

according to a press release regard-
ing the results of the voter registration 
and audit survey for 2020 issued on 
february 23, COMfreL found 79 du-
plicate names, the presence of which 
could therefore affect up to 158 people. 

among the 79 duplicate names 
there were 54 duplicated names list-
ed in different provinces, 18 dupli-
cated names within the same prov-
ince but in different communes, 4 
names that were duplicates within 
the same precinct and 3 names that 
were duplicated in the same com-
mune but in a different precinct. 

To study the reasons for the du-
plications, COMfreL selected three 
names from the duplicate list to 
study in banteay Meanchey, Kandal, 
Kampot and Siem reap provinces. 
Of those, COMfreL found just one 
eligible voter that they could con-
firm was definitely listed twice.

“according to the findings and anal-
ysis of duplicate names in the list, we 
consider the voter list quality to be ac-
ceptable. In cases where our informa-
tion remains incomplete, it’s generally 
due to an inability to locate migrants,” 
the press release confirmed. 

“Compared to 2019, the number of 
duplicate names has increased from 

the 17 we found that year. We note that 
of the duplicate names that occurred 
in the 2019 voter list that COMfreL 
submitted to the NeC to resolve, a 
total of 17 of those names have been 
removed,” the press release stated.

Som Soreida, Deputy Secretary 
General of the NeC, said the com-
mittee had already received COM-
freL’s report on observing and 
auditing the 2020 voter list and con-
sidered it important input.

He said they would continue to 
evaluate the COMfreL research find-
ings because they contributed to the 
improvement of the quality of the vot-
er list and helped ensure that it was 
complete, accurate and up to date.

“Their finding is that the NeC’s list 
is an accurate and reliable record of 
eligible voters. based on COMfreL’s 
work, along with 44 other names 
that the NeC found on its own, we 
will need to make only minor revi-
sions to the voter list,” Soreida said.

Soreida claimed that the reason 
for the duplicate names was due to 
technical problems leftover from 
the 2016 election that the NeC con-
ducted as a pilot election for use of 
the current system.

“However, for 2021, the NeC will re-
view each duplicate name and go to 
their address locations for verification 
and remove the incorrect name from 
the voter list, keeping only one regis-
tered name per person,” he said.

The NeC reports that there are 
8,831,971 people on the official reg-
istered voter list for 2020. That figure 
accounts for about eighty-five per 
cent of the estimated total population 
in Cambodia who are aged 18 years or 
older and thus eligible to vote.

election monitor COMfreL 
says new voter list acceptable

ferries to ease bridge traffic   
Lay Samean

T
He Phnom Penh Munici-
pal administration and lo-
cal conglomerate Overseas 
Cambodian Investment Corp 

Ltd (OCIC) are planning to temporar-
ily redirect the ferry route from Koh 
Norea peninsula in Chbar ampov dis-
trict’s Niroth commune to Koh Pich in 
the city centre at the end of this month 
to mitigate traffic congestion on Na-
tional road 1 and Monivong bridge.

Municipal governor Khuong Sreng, 
who recently inspected the proposed 
location for the ferry service, told The 
Post: “We have prepared four ferries. 
I want to launch the ferry service 
as soon as the end of february as 
planned, but that all depends on the 
reality of the situation. 

“We are contacting arey Ksat ferry 
port to check if they are able to provide 
us with at least two ferries for tempo-
rary use. and we will add more of them 
once they are available,” he said.

Sreng noted that people using these 
ferries would need to pay a fee because 
the government is just negotiating in 
this matter with the private sector. 

“The investor is the service provid-
er. The government are just acting 
as mediators. We don’t have money 
in our budget to spend on gasoline 
and buying new ferries. The fee will 
be the same as the fee for using the 
arey Ksat ferry,” he said.

a motor taxi driver and resident of 
Koh Norea, who asked to be identi-
fied only as borey, told The Post that 
he applauded the move.

“When I saw the announcement 
of a temporary use of ferries, I was 
happy because we live to the east 
of the Chbar ampov [Monivong] 

bridge, which is very congested. 
Once the ferry is launched it will 
help to some extent. 

“So people travelling from Kien 
Svay district can drive down National 
road 1 and then cross at Koh Norea 
to [central] Phnom Penh by ferry. but 
I would suggest that they have two or 
three ferries for transporting people 
as one is not enough,” he said.

borey said traffic congestion hap-
pens every day both in the morning 
and evening time, especially near 
Chbar ampov secondary school. 

Prum ratha, another resident in 
Chbar ampov II commune, said the 
temporary ferry was the only solu-
tion available that could reduce the 
traffic congestion.

“We’re spending almost the same 
time travelling on the congested road 

as we do using the ferry anyways, so 
passengers would probably choose 
the ferry because it won’t take up 
much of their time,” he said.

However, he requested that the 
government speed up the construc-
tion of the bridge linking Koh Norea 
peninsula to Koh Pich as soon as 
possible and also add more traffic 
police to the Chbar ampov area to 
facilitate the flow of traffic.

a concrete and cable-stayed pillar 
bridge linking Koh Norea Develop-
ment Zone to Koh Pich has been un-
der construction since October 2020 
and is scheduled to take approximate-
ly 35 months to build. When complet-
ed, the bridge will be 824m long and 
24.5m wide and feature two 60m high 
cable-stayed pillars decorated with 
traditional Khmer motifs.

The municipal administration hopes to begin the service by month’s end. Lay Samean



Niem Chheng

WATER levels of the Mekong 
River have started increas-
ing following a month-long 
drop precipitated by power 
grid maintenance at the 
Jinghong hydropower sta-
tion in the Chinese province 
of Yunnan and compounded 
by lower rainfall, according 
to the Mekong River Com-
mission (MRC).

The MRC Secretariat said on 
February 22 that water levels 
in some stretches of the Me-
kong had risen slightly over the 
previous seven days. Outflow 
at Jinghong station increased 

from 786 cubic metres per sec-
ond (m3/s) on February 15 to 
1,020m3/s on February 22. 

Earlier this month, howev-
er, Chinese officials claimed 
that the outflow at Jinghong 
had been consistently over 
1,000m3/s since the end of 
January. 

The MRC said: “The dis-
crepancy between outflow 
estimates may be due to the 
use of different methods to 
calculate discharges at the 
Jinghong station. The [MRC] 
Secretariat and China’s Min-
istry of Water Resources are 
now working together to pro-
vide more consistent water 

discharge information.”
On February 12, the MRC 

declared that Mekong water 
levels had dropped to “worry-
ing” levels. It said the decline 
had begun at the beginning of 
the year due to lower rainfall, 
upstream flow changes, hy-
dropower operations in tribu-
taries, and outflow restrictions 
from the Jinghong dam.

The latest increase has 
been more apparent be-
tween Chiang Saen in Thai-
land and Vientiane in Laos 
but has been less perceptible 
between Thailand’s Nakhon 
Phanom and Laos’ Savanna-
khet, and between Cambo-

dia’s Kampong Cham prov-
ince and the Mekong delta in 
Vietnam, the MRC said.

China has agreed to share 
year-round hydrological data 
from two stations located 
on the upper Mekong – at 
Jinghong and at a tributary 
in Yunnan’s Manan, but the 
agreement covers data on 
water levels only – not dis-
charges, the MRC said.

The MRC has forecast dry 
season weather this year to 
be wetter than the previous 
two years. This year’s mon-
soon season has also been 
forecast to begin in early 
May, rather than the usual 
start time late in the month.

In January, the Ministry of 
Water Resources and Meteo-
rology issued a notice saying 
that weather conditions dur-
ing the dry season and early 
in the rainy season this year 
were anticipated to be good.

Dry season temperatures 
might be around or slightly 
below norms, and the quan-
tity of rainfall might be higher 
than usual. During March 
and April, there could be sig-
nificant rainfall with storms 
and lightning strikes.

“There could be early sea-
sonal rains, but the quantity 
of rainfall is expected to be 
much less than usage needs 
during that time. Please con-
tinue to conserve water and 
use it sparingly, especially in 

remote provinces far from wa-
ter sources,” the notice said. 

National Committee for Di-
saster Management (NCDM) 
spokesman Seak Vichet said 
NCDM leaders had ordered 

provincial officials and local au-
thorities to keep water in stor-
age for use as needed to meet 
development goals despite the 
beginning of the rainy season 
possibly coming early.

National 
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Gov’t commits to removing uXO by 2025
Niem Chheng

C
AMbODIA has de-
clared that it is com-
mitted to clearing all 
anti-personnel land-

mines by 2025, despite chal-
lenges that lie ahead, but its 
leaders say this target can only 
be reached with the full par-
ticipation of all stakeholders 
and the continuous support of 
its development partners.

Prime Minister Hun Sen, 
in his capacity as head of the 
Mine Action Coordination 
Committee (MACC), released a 
three-page message on the oc-
casion of the 22nd Anniversary 
of National Mine Awareness 
Day, which has been observed 
on February 24 since 1999. 

The National Mine Aware-
ness Day exists to remind 
Cambodians, especially those 
living in the areas still affect-
ed, to be cautious about land-
mines, cluster munitions and 
explosive remnants of war 
(ERW) and understand the 
dangers they pose.

Hun Sen wrote that for the 
last 28 years there have been 
2,138 sq km of contaminated 
land cleared of landmines 
and made available for pro-
ductive use.

Of the cleared land, 58 per 
cent is now being used for 
agriculture, 12 per cent for 
infrastructure development 
and 38 per cent for various 
other purposes like housing, 
villages, schools and health-
care centres with an estimated 
6,357,853 beneficiaries across 
all categories, wrote Hun Sen. 

From the beginning of 
clearance efforts through to-
day, demining teams have 

found and destroyed a total 
of 1,095,750 anti-personnel 
mines, 25,488 anti-tank mines 
and 2,885,294 ERW or cluster 
munitions, according to the 
prime minister. 

Hun Sen relates that these 
clearance efforts have re-
sulted in the drop in casualty 
numbers from 4,320 people 
injured or killed in 1996 down 
to 65 people last year.

He also mentioned that an-
other success last year was the 
completion of a nationwide 
baseline survey of all districts 
intended to increase the effec-
tiveness in planning for the rest 
of the demining operations.

“These grand achievements 
notwithstanding, Cambodia 
needs to clear the remaining 
835 sq km of land contami-
nated by mines and the re-
maining 1,316 sq km of land 
contaminated by ERW and 

cluster munitions in order to 
accomplish the goal of the 
national mine action strategy, 
which is to realise the vision 
of a mine-free Cambodia in 
2025,” he said. 

He called on authorities at 
all levels, the armed forces 
and the national and interna-
tional organisations who are 
assisting in these efforts to 
continue to increase the pub-
lic’s awareness of the dangers 
of landmines, cluster bombs 
and ERW. 

He said authorities must 
work with the international 
experts outside the govern-
ment to further refine the 
location of risk areas that re-
main contaminated and then 
inform those living nearby.

“Donors and partners in de-
velopment:  Please continue 
supporting land clearance op-
erations, risk education and 

the victims of landmines, clus-
ter munitions and ERW,” he 
requested. 

Hun Sen also urged the pub-
lic not to buy, sell, store or tam-
per with landmines and ERW 
when they are encountered. 

Senior Minister Ly Thuch, 
first vice-president of MACC, 
said that the Mine Free Cam-
bodia 2025 campaign was 
based on the National Mine 
Action Strategy for 2018-2025. 

To achieve this goal by 2025, 
more than 160 sq km need 
to be cleared each year from 
now until then, and that’s with 
a target focus of only anti-
personnel landmines, not all 
ERWs, said Thuch. 

Currently, many organisa-
tions have undertaken this 
dangerous and difficult work 
in Cambodia, including Cam-
bodian Mine Action Centre, 
Halo Trust, Norwegian People’s 

Aid, MAG, the National Centre 
for Peacekeeping Forces, Mine 
and ERW Clearance, Akira, The 
Japan Mine Action Service and 
Peace Land, among others. be-
tween them, the listed organi-
sations employ approximately 
2600 deminers.

Thuch said that the cam-
paign faces some challenges 
and that the extent of the sur-
face area still contaminated 
with mines could be larger than 
currently expected. Natural di-
sasters like floods could move 
landmines and ERW deeper 
into the ground or bring them 
up closer to the surface. 

“Another challenge is that 
the number of deminers is 
limited. Some who used to 
work in Cambodia have re-
tired. Deminers must be 
healthy enough to handle 
dangerous work which often 
takes place in remote places 
with difficult terrain and has 
a high risk of injury or death. 
Our nation rightly regards 
them as heroes,” Thuch said. 

Thuch also mentioned that 
additional factors are financ-
ing for the training of more 
deminers and the purchase of 
modern equipment for them 
to use.

“From now until 2025, we 
will remain hopeful and stay 
committed to this goal and we 
won’t back down. Our efforts 
and that of all stakeholders will 
continue and grow even stron-
ger. If we can overcome some 
of these challenges then we can 
accomplish our goal,” he said.

uNDP’s Resident Represen-
tative Nick beresford said that 
the uN is deeply committed to 
giving the Royal Government 
of Cambodia its full support to 

help realise the goal of a land-
mine-free Cambodia by 2025.

uNDP has supported CMAA 
since 2006 in its efforts to clear 
a total of 255.6 sq km of mine 
contaminated land, he said.

beresford said that to achieve 
the target of 2025, extra resourc-
es will need to be deployed and 
the rate of landmine clearance 
will need to speed up. 

beresford added that the 
Cambodian government 
should consider deploying 
2,000 soldiers from the Royal 
Cambodian Armed Forces 
who have some experience 
with landmine clearance 
through their work in uN 
peacekeeping missions, as has 
previously been suggested.

“With a well-coordinated 
effort by the Royal Govern-
ment of Cambodia, the Royal 
Cambodian Armed Forces, 
developmental partners – and 
national and international de-
mining operators – it is possi-
ble we can achieve a mine free 
Cambodia by 2025,” he said.

Halo Trust, one of the op-
erators, said that a mine-free 
Cambodia in 2025 can be 
achieved if the right resources 
are available.

“Most of the landmine con-
tamination is now recorded 
and is being cleared. However, 
the extensive nature of fight-
ing over three decades of war 
has created a complex pic-
ture that is ever-evolving with 
land use, population growth 
and internal migration – par-
ticularly with regards to un-
exploded ordnance – which 
is less predictable and more 
difficult to delineate,” a rep-
resentative from the organi-
sation stated.

Unexploded ordnance is found by specialists working in Kandal province last week. CMAC

Fishing boats sail the Mekong River in Phnom Penh’s Chroy Changvar district. HeAn RAngsey

Mekong level rises as dam outflow returns to normal



Thou Vireak

A 
GENERAL Department of Tax-
ation (GDT) official on Febru-
ary 22 listed some of the assets 
that would be exempt from 

capital gains tax once it comes into force 
in January 1, 2022 and shed light on some 
of the finer subtleties of the tax.

Capital gains tax will be levied on 
taxpayers’ gains from the sale, transfer 
or establishment of property rights, 
or the registration of ownership or 
possession rights, according to Prakas 
No 346, which was signed by minister 
Aun Pornmoniroth on April 1.

Individuals will be required to pay a 
20 per cent capital gains tax rate on cal-
culated profits from the sale of certain 
assets including land, buildings, stocks, 
bonds, licences, patents and currencies.

Speaking at a seminar on the up-
coming capital gains tax, GDT deputy 
director Ken Sambath said property 
belonging to state institutions, foreign 
missions, international organisations 
and government technical coopera-
tion agencies are exempt from the tax, 
according to a GDT press release.

The government decided to waive 
tax on capital gains made through 
the sale or transfer of agricultural 
land that remains in production and 
whose owner or operator resides in 
the same commune as the farmland, 
according to Sambath.

He said “principal residences” of 
taxpayers of at least five years before 
the sale or transfer are also exempt, 
and the exclusion applies only to the 
“principal residence” of spouses with 
different addresses.

Exemption also extends to immov-
able property sales and transfers 
among relatives as outlined in the reg-
ulation on stamp duty tax – between 

siblings, parents and children, parents-
in-law and children-in-law and grand-
parents-in-law and grandchildren-in-
law (but not between siblings-in-law), 
as well as assets sold or transferred for 
“public benefit” as stated in the Law 
on Expropriation, he added.

He asserted that the administration 
of capital gains tax will provide a level 
playing field among the legal entities 
liable for the tax, or taxation equity.

“It will ensure sustainable tax rev-
enue growth in line with the public 
financial management reform pro-
gramme and the 2019-2023 revenue 
mobilisation strategy,” Sambath said.

He said capital gains tax will also 
control and direct housing specula-
tion, reinforce the stability of property 
prices and ensure affordable real estate 
for investors and the general public.

“In this sense, it’ll be able to attract 
more investors, create more jobs and 
income for the people, increasing 
[positive] spillover effects in the eco-
nomic system,” he said.

GDT said in the release that capital 
gains declared and taxed as ordinary in-
come will not be subject to capital gains 
tax, adding that the tax will not apply to 
assets sold for break-even or at a loss.

Taxpayers can choose one of the 

“Determination Based Expense De-
duction” or “Actual Expense Based 
Deduction” methods to pay the 20 per 
cent capital gains tax rate.

Anthony Galliano, group CEO of re-
nowned accounting and auditing firm, 
Cambodia Investment Management, 
previously told The Post: “Based on the 
Actual Expense Based Deduction, the 
taxpayer can deduct the cost of acqui-
sition and expenses holding and trans-
ferring the immovable property which 
qualify as deductible expenses.

“On this basis, if the costs are higher 
than the sale proceeds, there is no tax.

“The GDT has been very generous 
to investors in regards to the calcula-
tion of the capital gains tax. If an in-
vestor has made a substantial capital 
gain from holding an asset that cost a 
fraction of the sale proceeds, they can 
choose the Determination Based Ex-
pense Deduction option.

“The investor can deduct 80 per cent 
of sales proceeds as the cost and just 
pay the tax on only 20 per cent of the 
gain, rather than a true larger gain.

“On the other hand, the Actual Ex-
pense Bases Method is favourable in 
cases where the investor has a small gain 
or suffers an overall loss when consider-
ing the cost of the asset acquisition cost 
and inclusion of additional expenses, 
such as consulting, legal, registration, 
advertising and commission fees.

“This is more favourable for devel-
opers who can include most costs of 
the property development,” he said.

GDT in October said the government 
had decided to postpone the imple-
mentation of the capital gains tax from 
January 1, 2021 to January 1, 2022 due 
to Covid-19 concerns and to provide 
taxpayers more time to gain a better 
grasp of how capital gains tax works 
and what it implies for investments.

May Kunmakara

THE income-tax preparation 
process is set to get a whole lot 
easier with the General Depart-
ment of Taxation’s (GDT) elec-
tronic filing system that is sched-
uled to go online next month.

GDT’s parent ministry, the 
Ministry of Economy and 
Finance, issued Directive No 003 
dated February 20 which gave 
GDT the order to launch the 
online Tax on Income (ToI) E-fil-
ing system, GDT said in a Febru-
ary 18 announcement released 
to the public on February 22.

GDT said the ToI E-filing sys-
tem “aims to provide a better 

service for taxpayers as well as 
to improve the effectiveness 
and efficiency of revenue collec-
tion, and ensure transparency, 
convenience, punctuality, expe-
ditiousness and confidence in 
the services [we] provide”.

Self-assessment taxpayers 
must file their income tax 
returns through the ToI E-filing 
system from March, it added.

Anthony Galliano, the group 
CEO of financial services firm 
Cambodian Investment Man-
agement, told The Post that the 
dawn of E-filing has transformed 
the tax preparation and filing 
process in the Kingdom from a 
physically-interactive, time-

consuming and low-productiv-
ity process, with unnecessary 
multi-party involvement – such 
as with GDT and the banks – 
into a substantially automated 
and integrated system.

Lauding it as one of GDT’s 
“greatest achievements”, he 
said the system is revolutionis-
ing tax filing into the modern 
digital age.

Despite numerous delays and 
“early teething pains”, he said 
the E-filing system has led to a 
surge in productivity and error-
prevention, and in the Covid 
age, has substantially cut down 
on travelling, waiting times and 
physical interaction.

“The Tax on Income is a nat-
ural progression and another 
advancement of the system, 
from just only monthly tax 
processing. The more compre-
hensive the system, the greater 
the value for both the taxpayer 
and GDT. Ideally all tax-related 
processing will eventually be 
automated,” Galliano said.

In line with GDT’s technologi-
cal modernisation, he said, tax 
collection is bound to improve 
considerably with taxpayers’ 
data derived from monthly and 
annual filings at GDT’s disposal 
on their database.

“This should make it much 
easier to audit taxpayers and 

analyse data and facilitate the 
detection of tax evasion, under-
reporting and errors and omis-
sions.  As a tax agent I applaud 
the GDT for its continuing 
refinement and improvement 
of the E-filing system.

“I take great comfort in the 
environmental, safety and pro-
ductivity improvements that all 
parties have benefited from.

“The recent launch of the 
Online Business Registration 
System and continuing 
advances of E-filing have 
resulted in an upsurge of the 
Kingdom’ reputation in terms 
of ease of doing business,” 
Galliano said.
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,900 16,880 16,900 16,820

2 GTI 3,280 3,240 3,280 3,240

3 PAS 13,380 13,420 13,500 13,300

4 PEPC 2,860 2,970 2,970 2,860

5 PPAP 12,040 11,920 12,100 11,840

6 PPSP 1,550 1,550 1,560 1,550

7 PWSA 6,000 6,060 6,060 6,000

Date: February 23, 2021

Business

GDT: Income tax e-filing system online in March

HSBC vows 
to ramp up 
Asia pivot as 
profits drop
HSBC on February 23 vowed 
to accelerate its Asia pivot 
despite spiralling tensions 
between China and the West 
after it reported a 30 per cent 
plunge in profits for 2020 
caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Reported profit after tax 
came in at $6.1 billion, which 
the bank blamed primarily on 
higher-than-expected credit 
losses and other bad debts.

Fourth-quarter profits were 
halved to $2.2 billion but beat 
estimates, helped by the lend-
er keeping costs down as part 
of a major restructuring it has 
already embarked on.

The results came as HSBC 
published a new strategy lay-
ing out plans to speed up its 
attempt to seize more of the 
Asian market – the region of 
the world where the Europe’s 
largest lender makes most of 
its profits.

The strategy will see the 
London-headquartered bank 
plough some $6 billion into 
shoring up operations across 
Asia, with a particular focus 
on targeting wealth manage-
ment in the increasingly 
affluent region.

The bank made specific 
mention of markets in South-
east Asia such as Singapore, 
as well as China and Hong 
Kong.

CEO Noel Quinn said in a 
statement: “We plan to focus 
on and invest in the areas in 
which we are strongest.”

The global economic slow-
down caused by the virus has 
hit financial giants hard.

But HSBC has a further 
headache – soaring geopoliti-
cal tensions via its status as a 
major business conduit 
between China and the West.

HSBC makes 90 per cent of 
its profit in Asia, with China 
and Hong Kong being the 
major drivers of growth.

As a result, it has found itself 
more vulnerable than most to 
the crossfire caused by the 
increasingly frayed relation-
ship between China and west-
ern powers. AFP

Tax official defogs capital gains

General Department of Taxation (GDT) deputy director Ken Sambath at the seminar. GDT
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Continued from page 1

on all owners or directors of fac-
tories and enterprises as well as 
labour contractors in the textile, 
garment, bag and travel-goods 
sectors to take part in effective-
ly carrying out this instruction.

GMAC secretary-general Ken 
Loo told The Post on February 
23 that his association is 
actively engaging with travel-
goods factories and encourag-
ing them to join.

“We have had one workshop 
organised by [the labour min-
istry] and another one organ-
ised by GMAC for all the travel-
goods factories to inform them 
of the regulation. We plan to 
conduct another session 
soon,” he said.

“Failure to comply might 
affect their export privileges,” 
Loo said. “BFC already covers all 
exporting garment factories. 
Now the government has decid-
ed to expand coverage to include 
travel-goods and bag factories.

“This is a clear indication of 
the government’s commit-
ment to ensure that exporters 
in these two sectors uphold 
high compliance of local 
labour laws and international 
labour standards.

“GMAC is a signatory to the 
MoU [memorandum of under-
standing] with BFC, as are the 

[labour and commerce minis-
tries]. We strongly support this 
initiative,” he added. 

Cambodian Labour Confed-
eration (CLC) president Ath 
Thorn noted that BFC has been 
largely successful, confirmed 
by the rising number of facto-
ries undergoing evaluation and 
a remarkable improvement in 
working conditions.

“The key thing about the 
project is that inspection 
reports on factory working 
conditions are made available 
to the public, and now all fac-
tories have to participate to be 
able to export goods,” he said.

According to ILO, the BFC 
project involves workers and 
the government to improve 
working conditions and sharp-
en the garment industry’s com-
petitive edge. Today, there are 
557 factories with 614,242 work-
ers and 59 brands and retailers 
included in the project.

ILO said the BFC’s transpar-
ency database contains infor-
mation on 78.2 per cent of 
Cambodia’s garment factories 
that have export licences.

The Kingdom’s total exports 
reached $16 billion last year, 
representing an increase of 
more than 14 per cent year-
on-year, Prime Minister Hun 
Sen told a live conference on 
December 29.

VIETNAM’S pharmaceutical 
industry grew by just 2.8 per 
cent last year, much lower than 
its average 11.8 per cent growth 
in the last five years.

It is expected to recover and 
grow by 15 per cent this year, 
mainly due to a rapidly ageing 
population and increasing 
incomes, analysts at SSI Secu-
rities Corp said.

According to a report by the 
company, social distancing and 
strict control at hospitals last 
year meant people with minor 
ailments did not go for treat-
ment due, resulting in lower 
sales of both prescription and 
non-prescription drugs.

The incidence of health 
checks was 10-15 per cent 
down until the fourth quarter.

Then, in the final quarter, 
after the pandemic was control-
led, people again began going 
to hospitals that the number 
visiting hospitals went up by 
five per cent year-on-year.

Last year there was a short 
supply of active pharmaceuti-

cal ingredients (API) from Chi-
na and India due to social dis-
tancing and lockdowns and 
higher demand for them glo-
bally, causing drug prices to rise.

India and China account for 
55 per cent of the global API 
supply and nearly 70 per cent 

of Vietnam’s requirements.
The prices of most APIs 

increased by five-to-eight per 
cent and pharmaceutical com-
panies’ gross profit margin 
decreased by one-to-three 
percentage points last year 
since they could not increase 

prices to compensate for this.
Construction of new phar-

maceutical plants fell behind 
schedule.

According to the Ministry of 
Health, domestic drug pro-
duction grew at 13.8 per cent 
per year in 2015-2019 backed 
by government policies and 
construction of new plants.

SSI Research said however 
the industry was recovering.

Last year was notable for 
mergers and acquisitions 
(M&A) in the industry. Accord-
ing to SSI Research, the total 
value of M&A deals was 1.68 
trillion dong ($73 million) and 
they involved a number of for-
eign investors.

German generic drugmaker 
Stada paid 400 billion dong to 
increase its stake in Pymephar-
co JSC from 70 per cent to 76 
per cent.

Japan’s Aska Pharmaceutical 
paid 350 billion dong to acquire 
a 25 per cent stake in Ha Tay 
Pharmaceutical JSC. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The project will be built on 66ha in Prey Nop district’s Bit Traing commune of Preah Sihanouk province. SUPPLIED
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$100M Lorn City II Sihanoukville 
residential project breaks ground
May Kunmakara

L
OCAL developer 5LH 
Lorn City Develop-
ment Co Ltd’s (Lorn 
City Group) $100 mil-

lion residential project broke 
ground on February 22 morn-
ing in Preah Sihanouk, to 
meet the growing housing de-
mand in the coastal province, 
the provincial administration 
said in the press release.

Tol Lorn, founder of Borey 
Lorn City II Sihanoukville, said 
the project will be built on 66ha 
in Prey Nop district’s Bit Tra-
ing commune and comprises 
homes, apartments, borei 
gated communities and villas, 
as well as amenities such as 
schools, parks, petrol stations, 
restaurants and gyms.

“With peace, stability and 
national development, there 

are opportunities for inves-
tors to have the confidence to 
invest in projects,” he said.

Presiding over the ground-
breaking ceremony, provincial 
governor Kuoch Chamroeun 
said the province has devel-
oped in all fields, spotlight-
ing road infrastructure, street 
lighting and a panoramic 
view of small and large build-
ings in the provincial capital 
of Sihanoukville.

He also pointed out that 
the province is teeming with 
tourism resorts for visitors to 
stop over in and be merry.

“Although Cambodia – and 
the rest of the world – is on 
pins and needles over Covid-
19, investment in real es-
tate and the construction of 
apartments, villas, borei gat-
ed communities and hous-
ing in Cambodia – as well as 

in Preah Sihanouk province 
– remains constantly active,” 
Chamroeun said.

Speaking at a press conference 
on June 9, Chamroeun said the 
province has attracted nearly $4 
billion in investment projects 
since 1994, with just 20 com-
panies having developed proj-
ects on a cumulative 11,647ha 
on the province’s beaches and 
islands with total capital invest-
ment of $3.9 billion.

He said the government is 
striving to turn the province 
into a “smart city” and has built 
more than 30 roads to woo 
more tourists and investors.

“We are open to investments 
and want to draw in more for-
eign investors and tourists,” 
he said, adding that as of then, 
60 companies had planned to 
invest a total of $10.74 billion 
in hotels and tourism.

During a visit to inspect in-
frastructure development in 
the province earlier in June, 
Prime Minister Hun Sen said 
the government had spent 
$300 million to build 34 roads 
and is further developing the 
province as a model of sus-
tainable development for the 
Kingdom’s coastal areas and 
special economic zones.

“Under the aegis of develop-
ment, this province is a mod-
ern centre blessed with some 
of the most stunning coastal 
resorts in the entire world and 
is a multi-purpose model spe-
cial economic zone that will 
only allure more and more 
new tourists and investors 
from abroad as time goes by.

“The province will also 
serve as guidance to improv-
ing the livelihoods of all Cam-
bodians,” he said.

An engineer works on a machine in DHG Pharmaceutical Co’s drug 
manufacturing plant in Can Tho city. Vietnam’s pharmaceutical industry 
is expected to recover and grow by 15 per cent this year. VIETNAM NEWS 
AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

Factory owners and directors in the bag, travel-goods, textile and garment 
export sectors have been told to register with Better Factories 
Cambodia (BFC) and obtain certification on working conditions. POST STAFF

‘Inspection reports on 
working conditions in 
factories made public’

VN pharma market forecast to grow 15%
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aLMOST half of senior leader-
ship positions in mid-market 
businesses in the Philippines 
are now held by women, the 
highest proportion among the 
29 large economies surveyed 
annually by global consultan-
cy firm Grant Thornton.

More importantly, the 48 
per cent of senior corporate 
positions held by females in 
the country is higher than last 
year’s level of 43 per cent, and 
represents a marked improve-
ment over the 35 per cent re-
corded in the Women in busi-
ness report a decade ago.

P&a Grant Thornton chair 
and CeO Marivic espano said 
in a statement: “ranking first 
globally in terms of women in 
senior roles in the Philippines 
is an important milestone for 
businesses in the country, but 
not the end goal.”

The increase in the ratio of 
women holding senior posi-
tions in local firms represents 
a steady improvement for 
the country in recent years. 
It also passes the important 
30 per cent threshold, which 
research shows is the mini-
mum representation needed 
to change decision-making 
processes.

all countries surveyed except 
for China (29 per cent), the 
uae (26 per cent), South Korea 
(18 per cent) and Japan (15 per 
cent) have now surpassed the 
crucial 30 per cent milestone.

Grant Thornton’s research 
revealed higher numbers of 

women across operational “C-
suite” roles in the Philippines 
compared to last year, with the 
proportion of female CeO up 
16 percentage points to 38 per 
cent, and female chief operat-
ing officers up four percentage 
points to 27 per cent.

On the other hand, this 
year, the proportion of female 
chief financial officers went 
down three percentage points 
to 35 per cent. The proportion 
of women in the more tradi-
tional senior human resourc-
es roles was also up at 48 per 
cent, higher by 12 percentage 
points in 2021.

The data was contained 
in Grant Thornton’s Inter-
national business report, 
a survey of both listed and 
privately held businesses. 
Launched in 1992, the report 
now provides insight into 
the views and expectations 
of around 10,000 businesses 
across 29 economies.

Questionnaires are translated 
into local languages and field-
work is undertaken on a bian-
nual basis, through both online 
and telephone interviews.

The data for this release are 
from interviews conducted 
from October-December 
last year with CeO, manag-
ing directors, chairperson or 
other senior executives from 
all industry sectors. In the 
Philippines, 100 mid-market 
businesses were surveyed. 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

More women hold top 
spots in Philippine firms

Vietnam imposes 
anti-dumping 
tax on Thai sugar

Huawei launches $40M S’pore centre

V
IeTNaM’S Ministry of 
Trade and Industry has 
decided to levy a tempo-
rary anti-dumping tax of 

44.88 per cent on unrefined sugar 
and 33.88 per cent on refined sugar 
imported from Thailand.

The taxation on sugar cane import-
ed from Thailand is an opportunity 
to revive the domestic sugar industry. 
This is also considered an important 
decision to help the sugar industry 
overcome a very difficult period.

This tax rate will be regularly re-
viewed to ensure a fair, competitive 
environment if there is a strong shift 
from importing refined and white 
sugar to importing raw sugar in or-
der to avoid anti-dumping tax and 
anti-subsidy at a higher level.

The decision comes after the 
ministry in September initiated an 
anti-dumping and anti-subsidy in-
vestigation for imported sugar from 
Thailand on the basis of the docu-
ments requested by the Vietnam Sug-
ar and Sugarcane association (VSSa) 
and domestic sugar producers.

It later found that Thai businesses 
shipped nearly 1.3 million tonnes 
of subsidised sugar to Vietnam last 
year, an increase of 330.4 per cent 
compared to the previous year.

The sharp increase in import 
volume caused serious damage to 
Vietnam’s sugar industry, forcing 
plenty of sugar processing mills to 

halt operations and lay off workers.
according to the ministry, as many 

as 3,300 workers have lost their jobs 
and more than 93,000 farmers have 
been affected by the inefficient op-
eration of sugar mills.

The aTIGa (aSeaN free area agree-
ment), took effect from January 1, last 
year, reducing the import tax on sug-
arcane from 80 per cent to five per cent 
on unprocessed sugar and white sugar.

This has led to a massive import of 
sugar. according to the VSSa, the to-
tal amount of sugar cane imported 
into Vietnam has increased rapidly, 
reaching approximately 1.5 million 
tonnes, double the amount of sugar 
produced domestically. Of the vol-
ume, a considerable amount is im-
ported from Thailand.

Nguyen Van Loc, the association’s 
acting general secretary, said the 
drought affected sugarcane produc-
tivity, in June the Thai government 
had agreed to provide $317 million 
to the Thai sugar industry.

This funding is equivalent to about 
1,419 baht ($47.24) per tonne of sug-
arcane, helping the Thai sugarcane 
price remain at a very competitive 
level. Thai sugar cane is massively 
imported into Vietnam, causing 
many difficulties for domestic sugar 
companies as well as for sugarcane 
farmers across the country.

Previously, the production capaci-
ty of domestic sugar mills was about 

1.5-1.6 million tonnes, so far it has 
fallen to half.

Loc adds that before aTIGa inte-
gration, Vietnam had 41 sugar mills 
in the North, 300,000ha of sugarcane 
and 300,000 farmers, but currently it 
has only 25 sugar mills in operation. 
However, many of these sugar mills 
are also in a state of “clinical death”.

Loc further said that sugar mills un-
der the VSSa were very happy with the 
ministry’s decision to impose tax on 
sugarcane imported from Thailand.

He said: “Many domestic sugar 
mills have actively invested in tech-
nology, built chains with farmers 
to produce competitive products. 
However, subsidy and dumping 

fraud have been found after the in-
vestigation, which is the reason why 
sugar enterprises are struggling.”

Loc believed that the taxation is 
reasonable because now the domes-
tic sugar price was approximately 
similar to the Thai sugar price. by 
doing so, Vietnam’s sugar industry 
is competitive with sugar imported 
from Thailand and other countries.

This decision will help create a 
fair environment and playing field, 
as well as stop the industry’s slump. 
More importantly, it will help create 
sustainable livelihoods for sugarcane 
farmers in remote and border areas.

Taking advantage of this opportu-
nity, sugar companies are also recom-

mended to rebuild links with farmers, 
re-establishing quality raw material 
areas after a long hiatus due to a pro-
longed period of capacity reduction.

However, the restoration of the 
sugarcane growing area cannot be 
completed in a short period of time. 
It will take at least three years, so 
businesses need to assist farmers 
in improving their lives to become 
more engaged with sugar cane.

Phan Van Chinh, an expert at the 
ministry, recommended that sugar 
businesses need to make better use 
of by-products of the sugarcane in-
dustry (cane tops, bagasse, filter 
mud and molasses). VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

CHINeSe phone maker Hua-
wei on february 23 launched 
a $40 million regional centre 
in Singapore – its first in the 
asia-Pacific – that lets devel-
opers test apps and services 
for its mobile devices.

The centre, dubbed a “DigiX 
Lab”, will provide online and 
offline consultation for devel-
opers, and hands-on support 
in app development using aug-
mented and virtual reality, arti-
ficial intelligence (aI), software 
to port apps to Huawei devices, 
and other technologies.

The launch comes amid a 
uS ban on Huawei since May 
2019 that limits its ability to 
use uS tech giant Google’s 
services and apps, like the 
Google Play app store, for its 
products. This prompted the 
Chinese firm to further devel-
op its own version called Hua-
wei Mobile Services (HMS).

and despite the Covid-19 
pandemic, Huawei also ex-
panded its HMS team in Sin-
gapore by threefold in the last 
year, which includes opera-
tions, marketing and techni-
cal staff to support Singapore 
app developers.

The company said the lab in 
Changi business Park “lever-
ages Singapore’s importance 
as a growing technological 
hub in the asia-Pacific” to 
boost the mobile ecosystem 
throughout the region.

Huawei Consumer Cloud 
Service asia-Pacific director 
Shan Xuefeng said: “In the era 
of 5G, Huawei aims to build [a 
connected world] with HMS 

that empowers developers to 
innovate as they build their 
business.”

HMS has been around for 
years and has its own app 
store called appGallery that 
was launched in China in 
2011 and globally in 2018.

The Singapore DigiX Lab is 
Huawei’s second one in the 
world. The first was launched in 
Germany and six others are in 
the pipeline, said the company.

The Singapore lab serves 
markets with the most regis-
tered Huawei developers in 
the asia-Pacific, such as Ma-
laysia, Singapore, Thailand, 
the Philippines, Indonesia 
and Hong Kong.

Huawei will spend $40 mil-
lion on the lab over two to 
three years.

It spans 289sqm, or slightly 
larger than three four-room 

Housing board flats, and has 
space for 70 people.

Huawei’s experts staffing 
it will provide technical sup-
port and services for devel-
opers facing problems when 
developing apps for HMS.

Training, workshops and 
networking events will also 
be held in the lab to grow the 
local developer community.

There have been concerns 
that being shut out of Google 
apps and services would mean 
much fewer apps for Huawei 
phones. but the company said 
it has grown the number of 
apps for HMS, with more than 
120,000 apps as at the end of 
last year, up from over 50,000 
at the beginning of 2020.

The firm said that in Singa-
pore, there was also a 143 per 
cent growth in the number of 
newly registered Huawei de-

velopers, with over 90 per cent 
of the top Singapore apps now 
compatible with HMS.

These include Whatsapp, 
facebook, Instagram, Twitter, 
LinkedIn, Telegram, Line and 
Dropbox.

Local apps include those for 
TraceTogether, ComfortDel-
Gro, DbS, uOb, The Straits 
Times and Lianhe Zaobao. The 
latest addition at the end of 
last month was the Grab app. 
The government’s SingPass 
app will soon be available in 
the early half of this year.

While they work with Hua-
wei devices, some like What-
sapp can only be download-
ed from other sites and not 
directly from appGallery yet.

The number of HMS users 
has also grown. In february 
last year, there were more 
than 570 million users glob-
ally across 170 countries and 
regions. at the end of last De-
cember, the figure had grown 
to 700 million users.

Other ways Huawei is sup-
porting developers beyond 
the DigiX Labs include setting 
up technical teams in key asia-
Pacific markets from last year 
to help app developers con-
cerned with costs to port an 
app for HMS and jitters over 
its potential market reach.

besides technical assis-
tance, Huawei’s HMS team 
has also supported app part-
ners by tailoring co-marketing 
campaigns based on the app’s 
unique selling points and lo-
cal preferences. THE STRAITS TIMES 

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Refined sugar is packaged at KCP Vietnam Industries in the Vietnamese coastal province of Phu Yen. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

The Singapore DigiX Lab is Huawei’s second one in the world. THE STRAITS 
TIMES
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Thousands marched in algeria’s 
capital and other cities on february 
22 to mark the second anniversary 
of the “hirak” protest movement 
that forced long-time president ab-
delaziz bouteflika from power.

“We are not here to celebrate, but to 
demand your departure,” protesters 
shouted, referring to a government 
they see as little different from the one 
bouteflika headed for two decades.

february 22’s mass rally in algiers 
was the largest since weekly ‘hirak’ 
demonstrations were suspended in 
March last year in response to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Police were deployed in force in the 
capital, where they set up security 
checkpoints and carried out identity 
checks around key flashpoints while 
helicopters hovered overhead.

at least 59 people were arrested across 
the north african country, including 26 
in algiers, according to the CnLd pris-
oners’ rights group and afP journalists.

“The fateful hour has arrived,” 
read one banner brandished by 
demonstrators, while others waved 
algerian and berber flags. 

Police tried to block protesters 
from gathering around the Grand 
Post office, which was at the heart 
of the mass protests that kicked off 

in algiers and several other cities on 
february 22, 2019, to oppose boutef-
lika’s bid for a fifth term.

outside the capital, marches were 
also being held in annaba, oran, setif 
and Mostaganem, according to wit-
nesses and social media accounts.

The protest in algiers ended 
peacefully in the afternoon, with 
students who took part in the dem-
onstration pledging to resume their 
weekly Tuesday rallies. 

Appeasement gesture
demonstrators kept up their pro-

tests after bouteflika’s resignation, 
demanding a sweeping overhaul of a 
ruling system in place since algeria’s 
independence from france in 1962.

They only suspended marches last 
March due to coronavirus restrictions, 
but calls have recently circulated on 
social media for a return to the streets.

on the eve of the anniversary, 
President abdelmadjid Tebboune – 
elected in december 2019 on a very 
low turnout in a poll boycotted by 
the protest movement – announced 
a limited government reshuffle, in a 
bid to head off renewed rallies.

The reshuffle saw few major 
changes by Tebboune, who was once 
a prime minister under bouteflika.

among those retained are Prime 
Minister abdelaziz djerad and jus-
tice minister belkacem Zeghmati, 
who is seen as a symbol of algeria’s 
judicial crackdown on protesters 
and opposition activists.

Tebboune also signed a decree 
dissolving parliament, clearing the 
way for early elections, but no date 
has yet been set.

In a gesture of appeasement on 
february 18, he announced pardons 
that have led so far to the release 
of almost 40 pro-democracy activ-
ists, including opposition figure ra-
chid nekkaz and journalist Khaled 
drareni, who has become a symbol 
of the struggle for a free press.

‘Same old people’
Zaki hannache, a 33-year-old activ-

ist, said ‘hirak’ supporters were un-
impressed by the president’s reshuffle 
and his call for early legislative polls.

“The reshuffle doesn’t interest me, 
it’s the same old people,” he said. 
“same thing with parliament, the 
new ones [deputies] will work, like 
the current regime, for their own in-
terests, not for the people.”

amnesty International on february 
22 accused the authorities of a coordi-
nated strategy to silence critics, based 

on an investigation it carried out on 
the cases of 73 activists who were “ar-
bitrarily arrested” and prosecuted. 

our “findings are evidence of a 
deliberate strategy to crush dissent 
. . . that give the lie to the authori-
ties’ promises of upholding human 
rights”, said amna Guellali, the 
rights group’s deputy director for 
the Middle east and north africa.

Many of those given presiden-
tial pardons in recent days “were 
peaceful activists who . . . should 
never have been detained in the first 
place”, she said.

on february 16, thousands of al-
gerians rallied in the northern town 
of Kherrata, where the first major 
protest erupted in 2019 against 
bouteflika’s regime. afp

nasa releases first Mars audio, landing video

Thousands of algerians hit streets on protest anniversary

T
he us national aero-
nautics and space 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
(nasa) on february 

22 released the first audio 
from Mars, a faint crackling 
recording of a gust of wind 
captured by the Perseverance 
rover.

nasa also released the first 
video of last week’s landing of 
the rover, which is on a mis-
sion to search for signs of past 
life on the red Planet.

a microphone did not work 
during the rover’s descent to 
the surface, but it was able to 
capture audio once it landed 
on Mars.

nasa engineers played a 
60-second recording.

“What you hear there 10 sec-
onds in is an actual wind gust 
on the surface of Mars picked 
up by the microphone and sent 
back to us here on earth,” said 
dave Gruel, lead engineer for 
the camera and microphone 
system on Perseverance.

The high-definition video 
clip, lasting three minutes 
and 25 seconds, shows the de-
ployment of a red-and-white 
parachute with a 21.5m-wide 
canopy.

It shows the heat shield 
dropping away after protect-
ing Perseverance during its 
entry into the Martian atmo-
sphere and the rover’s touch-
down in a cloud of dust in the 
Jezero Crater just north of the 
red Planet’s equator.

“This is the first time we’ve 
ever been able to capture 
an event like the landing on 
Mars,” said Michael Watkins, 
director of nasa’s Jet Propul-
sion Laboratory (JPL), which 
is managing the mission.

“These are really amaz-
ing videos,” Watkins said. 
“We binge-watched them all 
weekend.”

Thomas Zurbuchen, nasa’s 
associate administrator for 
science, said the video of 
Perseverance’s descent is “the 
closest you can get to landing 
on Mars without putting on a 
pressure suit”.

Jessica samuels, Persever-
ance’s surface mission man-
ager, said the rover was oper-
ating as expected so far and 
engineers were conducting 
an intensive check of its sys-
tems and instruments.

“I am happy to report that 
Perseverance is healthy and 
is continuing with activities 
as we have been planning 

them,” samuels said.
she said the team was pre-

paring for a flight by the rov-
er’s small helicopter drone 
dubbed Ingenuity.

“The team is still evaluat-
ing,” she said. “We have not 
locked in a site yet.”

Ingenuity will attempt the 
first powered flight on an-
other planet and will have to 

achieve lift in an atmosphere 
that is just one per cent the 
density of earth’s.

Perseverance was launched 
on July 30, last year and land-
ed on the surface of Mars on 
february 18.

Its prime mission will last 
just over two years but it is 
likely to remain operational 
well beyond that. Its prede-

cessor Curiosity is still func-
tioning eight years after land-
ing on Mars.

over the coming years, Per-
severance will attempt to col-
lect 30 rock and soil samples 
in sealed tubes to be sent 
back to earth sometime in 
the 2030s for lab analysis.

about the size of an suV, 
the craft weighs a tonne, is 
equipped with a 2.1m-long 
robotic arm, has 19 cameras, 
two microphones and a suite 
of cutting-edge instruments.

Mars was warmer and wetter 
in its distant past, and while 
previous exploration has de-
termined the planet was hab-
itable, Perseverance is tasked 
with determining whether it 
was actually inhabited.

It will begin drilling its first 
samples in summer, and 
along the way it will deploy 
new instruments to scan for 
organic matter, map chemi-
cal composition and zap 
rocks with a laser to study the 
vapor.

one experiment involves an 
instrument that can convert 
oxygen from Mars’ primarily 
carbon dioxide atmosphere, 
much like a plant.

The idea is that humans 
eventually won’t need to car-
ry their own oxygen on hypo-
thetical future trips, which is 
crucial for rocket fuel as well 
as for breathing. 

The rover is only the fifth 
to set its wheels down on 
Mars. The feat was first ac-
complished in 1997, and all of 
them have been from the us. 

The us is preparing for an 
eventual human mission to 
the planet, though planning re-
mains very preliminary. afp

The Navigation Cameras, or Navcams, aboard NASA’s Perseverance Mars rover captured in this view of the rover’s deck on Saturday. This view provides 
a good look at PIXL (the Planetary Instrument for X-ray Lithochemistry), one of the instruments on the rover’s stowed arm. JpL-CaLTECH/NaSa/afp

Algerians rally in the capital Algiers on Monday, marking the second anniversary of the 
country’s anti-government ‘Hirak’ protest movement. afp



ASEAN
10 THE PHNOM PENH POST  february  24, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

The Philippines’ drug regula-
tor gave emergency approval 
february 22 to the Chinese-
made Sinovac coronavirus 
vaccine, with the first doses 
set to arrive this week – but 
health workers will not get 
the jab due to its compara-
tively low efficacy.

CoronaVac is the third vac-
cine approved for emergency 
use in the country, but so far 
none have been delivered and 
President rodrigo Duterte’s 
government is under fire over 
the delayed rollout. 

beijing has agreed to donate 
600,000 doses, which will ar-
rive in the next three to five 
days, officials said – despite 
misgivings over its safety and 
effectiveness. 

food and Drug administra-
tion head eric Domingo said: 
“It is decided . . . that the ben-
efit of using the vaccine out-
weighs the known and poten-
tial risks.”

The CoronaVac can be given 
to “clinically healthy” adults 
aged 18 to 59, but was not 
recommended for frontline 
health workers or the elderly, 
he said.

Presidential spokesman 
harry roque said workers 

considered essential to the 
economy and soldiers were 
likely to receive the first jabs.

although trials in Turkey 
found CoronaVac to be 91.25 
per cent effective, other, more 
robust trials in brazil only 
demonstrated an efficacy rate 
of around 50 per cent.

roque defended the push 
to use the Sinovac vaccine, 
saying “it’s better than not 
having protection at all”.

Many world leaders have 
been among the first in their 
countries to receive jabs to 
boost public confidence.

but Duterte preferred to 
wait for a different Chinese 
vaccine made by state-owned 
Sinopharm, roque said, cit-
ing the president’s old age.

The Sinopharm vaccine was 
secretly given to members of 
Duterte’s security team last 
year even though it had not 
been approved for use.

Appeal for patience
The government is in talks 

with seven vaccine mak-
ers, including Sinovac, in 
the hope of securing enough 
doses to inoculate 70 million 
people – about 60 per cent of 
the population – this year. 

but the lack of transparency 
and delays in delivery of the 
first doses have fuelled criti-
cism of the government over its 
handling of the health crisis.

More than 560,000 cases 
of coronavirus have been re-
corded in the country, includ-
ing over 12,000 deaths. Social 
distancing rules and travel 
restrictions have crippled the 
economy.

Carlito Galvez, a retired 
general overseeing vaccine 
procurement, recently admit-
ted the government had not 

yet signed any supply agree-
ments, only non-binding 
“term sheets” for potential 
deals.

More than 100,000 doses of 
the Pfizer-bioNTech vaccine 
were supposed to be deliv-
ered mid-february through 
the Covax global vaccination 
programme.

but Galvez said the deliv-
ery had been held up over 
indemnification agreements 
that would protect the vac-
cine makers from legal claims 
over any side effects. AFP

Myanmar generals under renewed 
pressure after sanctions, mass protest

Philippines approves China jab 
but health workers to miss out

Luang Prabang 
railway station 
nearly 50% done

M
y a N M a r ’ S 
military leaders 
came under re-
newed pressure 

at home and abroad on feb-
ruary 23, with tightened sanc-
tions from Washington and 
brussels, and some of the big-
gest demonstrations against 
their rule since they seized 
power three weeks ago.

authorities have gradually 
ratcheted up their use of force 
against a massive and largely 
peaceful civil disobedience 
campaign demanding the 
return of ousted leader aung 
San Suu Kyi.

Three anti-coup protesters 
have been killed in demon-
strations so far, while a man 
patrolling his yangon neigh-
bourhood against night ar-
rests was also shot dead on 
the weekend.

Overnight the uS blacklisted 
another two members of the 
regime – air force chief Maung 
Maung Kyaw and fellow junta 
member Moe Myint Tun – af-
ter announcing targeted sanc-
tions against other top gener-
als earlier this month.

Secretary of State antony 
blinken said: “We will not 
hesitate to take further action 
against those who perpetrate 
violence and suppress the 
will of the people.”

he called on the regime to 
end attacks on peaceful pro-
testers, journalists and activ-
ists, release prisoners detained 
since the coup, and “restore 
the democratically elected 

government”.
Washington’s announce-

ment came hours after the eu 
approved sanctions targeting 
Myanmar’s military and their 
economic interests.

eu foreign policy chief Jo-
sep borrell said: “all direct 
financial support from our 
development system to the 

government reform pro-
grammes is withheld.”

but he said the bloc would not 
curb trade ties for fear it could 
hurt the wider population.

The Myanmar military 
has deployed tear gas, water 
cannons and rubber bullets 
against protesters, with iso-
lated incidents of use of live 

rounds.
They have also stepped up 

the presence of security forc-
es in yangon, Myanmar’s larg-
est city and commercial hub.

‘Pray for them’
More than 680 people have 

been arrested since the feb-
ruary 1 coup, according to 

the assistance association for 
Political Prisoners monitor-
ing group, with nearly all still 
behind bars.

Overnight internet shut-
downs have also become 
routine, fanning fears of anti-
coup protester arrests during 
the blackouts.

The crackdown has failed 

to quell weeks of massive 
street demonstrations, joined 
by large numbers of striking 
civil servants, bank staff and 
healthcare workers.

Tens of thousands rallied 
on february 22 in the capital 
Naypyidaw, a military strong-
hold. More than 100 peo-
ple were arrested as police 
chased protesters through 
the streets.

Demonstrators in yangon 
ignored security forces and 
barricades set up around the 
city to hold impromptu vig-
ils for protesters killed in the 
unrest. 

“We can only pray for 
them,” said student Thura 
Myo. “even when we are sad, 
our voices will be heard by the 
international community.”

The work boycotts have gov-
ernment administration along 
with business and the banking 
sector, and on the weekend 
the junta issued an ominous 
warning that suggested its pa-
tience was wearing thin.

a message aired on state 
media said: “Protesters are 
now inciting the people, es-
pecially emotional teenagers 
and youths, to a confronta-
tion path where they will suf-
fer the loss of life.”

Suu Kyi has not been seen 
since she was detained in a 
dawn raid but has been hit 
with two charges by the junta, 
one of them for possessing 
unregistered walkie-talkies.

her hearing is expected on 
March 1. AFP

The Luang Prabang railway 
station, part of the Laos-Chi-
na railway, is expected to be 
finished in October, and is 
currently about 45 per cent 
complete.

an official from the province, 
Khemkham Phongsavath, said 
all the track needed for the rail-
way in Luang Prabang province 
has been laid and work is now 
progressing on the main station 
building as well as associated 
structures around the station.

Power lines for the railway 
and fencing along the tracks 
are expected to be in place by 
the end of September and by 
October all the work will be 
complete so that a trial train 
run can take place.

The remaining half of the 
track will be laid between Lu-
ang Prabang, Oudomxay and 
Luang Namtha provinces and 
the Chinese border.

The first half of the track, 
covering 240km between 
Vientiane and Luang Prabang 
province, had been laid by the 
end of last year, according to 
Laos-China railway Co Ltd.

Construction of all stations 

on the railway is making good 
progress with the final work 
slated to begin in March and 
april ahead of the scheduled 
launch of operation in Decem-
ber. The main structures will 
be completed in March and 
april, when work on the inte-
rior of the stations will begin.

The whole project is on 
schedule and the railway is 
set to open for public use in 
December.

The railway will have 10 pas-
senger stations in Vientiane, 
Phonhong, Vangvieng, Kasy, Lu-
ang Prabang, Nga, Xay, Namor, 
Nat euy, and boten as well as 
22 goods stations. The 422.4km 
railway runs between Vientiane 
and the provinces of Vientiane, 
Luang Prabang, Oudomxay and 
Luang Namtha, and ends at the 
Chinese border in boten.

Construction of the $5.986 
billion railway began in De-
cember 2016. It is a strategic 
part of China’s belt and road 
Initiative and Laos’ plans to 
transform the country from 
being landlocked to a land 
link within the region. VIENTIANE 

TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Protesters take part in a demonstration against the Myanmar military coup in Yangon on Monday. AFP

President Rodrigo Duterte’s government is under fire over the delayed 
rollout of CoronaVac, the third vaccine approved for emergency use in 
the country. PRESIDENTIAL PHOTOGRAPHERS DIVISION/AFP
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a
CrOSS the world, 
politicians are going 
out of their way to 
promise fantastical-

ly expensive climate policies. 
uS President Joe biden has 
promised to spend $500 bil-
lion each year on climate – 
about 13 per cent of the 
entire federal revenue. The 
eu will spend 25 per cent of 
its budget on climate. 

Most rich countries now 
promise to go carbon neutral 
by mid-century. Shockingly, 
only one country has made a 
serious, independent esti-
mate of the cost: New Zea-
land found it would optimis-
tically cost 16 per cent of its 
gross domestic product by 
then, equivalent to the entire 
current New Zealand budget. 
The equivalent cost for the 
eu and the uS would be 
more than $5 trillion, each 
and every year. That is more 
than the entire uS federal 
budget, or more than eu 
governments spend across all 
budgets for education, recre-
ation, housing, environment, 
economic affairs, police, 
courts, defence and health. 

We are incessantly being 
told that renewables are ever 
cheaper and that a transition 
to green energy will make us 
richer. yet, this facile argu-
ment is belied by reality. 
Solar panels in some places 
make cheaper electricity at 
noon, but at night the cost is 
infinite. That is why across 
europe, the higher the share 
of wind and solar, the higher 
the household cost of elec-
tricity. German consumers 
had to pay €31 billion last 
year to support supposedly 
cheaper green energy. The 
uN Climate Panel found that 
of 128 analysed climate poli-
cies all made us poorer. 

Tellingly, european Com-
mission vice-president frans 
Timmermans recently admit-
ted that climate policies 
would be so costly that it 
would be a “matter of surviv-
al for our industry” without 
huge, protective border taxes. 

Climate change is a real, 
man-made problem. but its 
impacts are much lower than 
breathless climate reporting 
would suggest. The uN Cli-
mate Panel finds that if we do 
nothing, the total impact of 

climate in the 2070s will be 
equivalent to reducing 
incomes by 0.2-2 per cent. 
Given that by then each per-
son is expected to be 363 per 
cent as rich as today, climate 
change means we will ‘only’ 
be 356 per cent as rich. a 
problem, yes, but hardly the 
end of the world. 

Climate policies could end 
up hurting much more by dra-
matically cutting growth. 
Comprehensive studies show 
that for rich countries, lower 
growth means higher risks of 
protests and political break-
down. This isn’t surprising. If 
you live in a burgeoning econ-
omy, you know that you and 
your children will be much 
better off in the coming years. 

Hence, you are more forgiv-
ing of the present. If growth is 
almost absent, the world turns 
to a zero-sum experience. bet-
ter conditions for others likely 
mean worse conditions for 
you, resulting in a loss of 
social cohesion and trust in a 
worthwhile future. The yel-
low-vest protests against eco-

taxes that have rankled france 
since 2018 could become a 
permanent feature of many or 
most rich societies. 

yet, politicians focus on 
ever stronger climate policies 
that lower and potentially 
eradicate growth over the 
coming decades. This would 
delight a few job-secure aca-
demics that from comfortable 
ivory towers advocate 
degrowth for climate, but it 
would lead to tragic outcomes 
of stagnation, strife and dis-
cord for ordinary people. 

Most voters are not willing 
to pay for these extravagant 
climate policies. While biden 
proposes spending the 
equivalent of $1,500 per 
american per year, a recent 
Washington Post survey 
showed that more than half 
the population was unwilling 
to pay even $24. 

Moreover, these policies 
have little impact. If all Organi-
sation for economic Coopera-
tion and Development coun-
tries were to cut their carbon 
emissions to zero tomorrow 

and for the rest of the century, 
the lack of energy would dev-
astate societies. yet, run on the 
standard uN climate model, 
the effort would make an 
almost unnoticeable reduc-
tion in temperatures of 0.4 
degree Celsius by 2100. 

This is because more than 
three-quarters of the global 
emissions in the rest of this 
century will come from asia, 
africa, and Latin america. 
These nations are deter-
mined to lift their popula-
tions out of poverty and 
ensure broad development 
using plentiful energy, mostly 
from cheap fossil fuels. 

The last 30 years of climate 
policy have delivered high 
costs and rising emissions. The 
only reliable ways to cut emis-
sions have been recessions 
and the Covid-19 lockdowns, 
both of which are unpalatable. 
expecting nations to stop 
using cheap energy won’t suc-
ceed. We need innovation. 

Take the terrible air pollu-
tion in Los angeles in the 
1950s. It wasn’t fixed by naïve-

ly asking people to stop driv-
ing cars. Instead, it was fixed 
through innovation – the cat-
alytic converter allowed peo-
ple to drive further yet pollute 
little. We need to invest in 
research and development to 
make green energy much 
cheaper – from better solar, 
wind and batteries, to cheap-
er fission, fusion, and carbon 
capture. 

Spending trillions on enor-
mous and premature emis-
sions cuts is an unsustaina-
ble and ineffective Western 
world approach. Instead, we 
should spend tens of billions 
to innovate the price of green 
energy below fossil fuels. 
That is much more effective, 
realistic and will make every-
one switch. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

The writer is president of the 
Copenhagen Consensus, visiting 
fellow at the Hoover Institution, 
Stanford University, and the author 
of, most recently, False Alarm: 
How Climate Change Panic Costs Us 
Trillions, Hurts the Poor, and Fails 
to Fix the Planet.

The immense cost of climate policy

Solar panels and wind turbines work in an integrated power station in Jiangsu province, China, last year. Solar panels in some places make cheaper 
electricity at noon, but at night the cost is infinite. That is why across Europe, the higher the share of wind and solar, the higher the household cost of 
electricity. AfP

Opinion
Bjorn Lomborg
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B
EFORE she started us-
ing the Kotra Riel app, 
Kem Sokunthea used 
paper notebooks to 

keep track of her daily cash 
flow for her business. Kotra 
means “record” in English.

Sokunthea, an entrepre-
neur and the owner of Cloud 
Ice Cream, says that doing 
her bookkeeping for her busi-
ness on paper by hand would 
always lead to some mistakes 
being made eventually.  

 “To establish and maintain 
my ice cream business it was 
necessary that I understand 
all about its cash flow because 
that is how I can measure the 
health of my business, like 
whether things are improving 
day to day or if I’m facing any 
financial risks, which is even 
more important now since 
I’m opening my third branch 
soon,” said Sokunthea. 

Sokunthea, a former candi-
date at the SHE Investments’ 
entrepreneur foundation, said 
that “before I started using  
Kotra Riel, I wrote all the figures 
in my diary on paper, which I 
had to check thoroughly and 
sometimes I still made mis-
takes and forgot to jot things 
down since I was too busy.”

Kotra Riel was developed by 
SHE Investments as an easy 
way for users to manage their 
business finances, and spe-
cifically to assist micro, small 
and medium scale vendors 
with reaching their goals as 
entrepreneurs. 

SHE Investments describes 
itself as a support system for 
women entrepreneurs in Cam-
bodia and its programmes in-
clude a business incubator, 
business accelerator, digital 
literacy education, financial 
literacy education and invest-
ment-readiness programs de-
signed for women. 

The organization says that 
it introduces innovative new 
digital tools and resources 
to women entrepreneurs in 
Cambodia as well as Covid-
recovery support advice for 
their businesses and net-
working opportunities.

At the launch event for 
Kotra Riel and the Cambo-
dia Digital Resource Centre, 
Loem Lida – SHE’s co-founder 
and the head of learning and 
development – explained the 
origins of the Kotra Riel app. 

“This app came about be-
cause women entrepreneurs 
would often complain that 
using a pen and paper to keep 
track of everything was com-
plicated work and it doesn’t 
get done properly as a result. 

“It’s also prone to accidents 
like children drawing on the 
pages. People use apps for ev-
erything now so it just made 
sense to find an app suitable 
for them,” she says. 

Lida observed that there are 
quite a few apps intended for 
use by micro, small and medi-
um scale enterprises but many 
of them were not suitable for 

some of the women entrepre-
neurs who could only speak 
Khmer well since almost all 
of those apps use English only 
and some assume that their 
users are in locations like the 
US, so the functions are tai-
lored for use by those demo-
graphic groups.  

“The significant functions 
of Kotra Riel are simple and 
easy to use: register, pay in 
and pay out, review reports 
in both Khmer and English – 
and most importantly – the 
security system,” said Lida. 

With two years of develop-
ment, Kotra Riel has now been 
officially launched to assist en-
trepreneurs in Cambodia with 
financial management as well 
as the separation of business fi-
nances from personal finances. 

Mixing personal and busi-
ness finances together in a 
jumble creates complications 
that make it confusing to ac-
curately track the cash flow of 

a business. 
“Kotra Riel provides access 

to cash flow information and 
gives helpful reminders too. 
For example, in the evenings 
before you close your daily 
business operations you re-
ceive an alert notification 
pop up from the app to re-
mind you to record your daily 
financial data and check on 
your cash flow,” said Lida. 

Kotra Riel has four different 
color-coded functions: new 
cash-in record, new cash-out 
record, daily record closure 
and record observation. 

Lida said that “for income 
record, you can enter in every 
single item as you go or just 
sum-up all of your items for 
the day. If someone can’t stop 
to record all the items in de-
tail then in the evening they 
can just sum up the cash flow 
for the day instead.

“New cash-out record is 
an easier method since it de-

mands that you record all dis-
bursements or payouts. The 
daily record closure prompts 
you to check the actual amount 
of money in your cash register 
with the figure recorded in 
the app. If they show different 
numbers, you will be prompt-
ed to find the reason for it. 

“And, finally, you can review 
your books like a pro with the 
record observation function. 
You can download your com-
plete business records and 
use them to make presenta-
tions to microfinance manag-
ers and bankers confidently.”

“DRC and Kotra Riel are try-
ing to encourage micro, small 
and medium enterprises to go 
digital by providing them access 
to online business information, 
coaching, peer-to-peer interac-
tion, and daily cash flow track-
ing,” said Chhieng Vanmunin, 
CEO of Khmer Enterprise.

He says Khmer Enterprise, 
a division of the Ministry of 

Economy and Finance, consid-
ers these initiatives to be a pro-
active approach to supporting 
Cambodia’s micro, small and 
medium businesses with the 
adoption of new technologies 
in a simplified format.

Lida says that whenever she 
gives advice to women entre-
preneurs she makes a point of 
always asking them one ques-
tion in particular.

“Where do you want your 
business to be in five years?”

By asking that question, 
Lida is trying to get them to 
think about things like what 
are the goals for the busi-
ness, how fast do they want it 
to grow or expand and what 
specific steps do they plan on 
taking to achieve their goals. 

She also says that people often 
tell her that they would like to 
become entrepreneurs but that 
most people don’t understand 
what the word really means. 

“The most important key 

to success is that you have to 
manage your business financ-
es. You have to separate your 
personal money and your 
business capital,” Lida says. 

She notes that any wannabe 
entrepreneurs who use the 
Kotral Riel app have to answer 
an important question before 
they can register within the 
app and start using it.  

“To use the app effectively, 
you have to provide a proper 
answer at the very start to this 
question – how much capital 
does your business have in 
reserve?” she says. 

“80 per cent of their answers 
were that they did not know. If 
they don’t know that then they 
should immediately go home 
and count all of their money 
up and then input that figure 
into the app so that Kotra Riel 
can keep a record of their cash 
flow for them.  

“And then in five years, if they 
want to apply for grants or big 
loans, they can start with the 
information they’ve collected 
here in the app,” she says.

Sokunthea said that she be-
lieves Kotra Riel could help 
simplify her operations.

 “Kotra Riel will help women 
and other entrepreneurs and 
business people easily access 
their day-to-day financial in-
formation,” she says. 

Rajeev Kumar Gupta, a tech-
nical specialist for the UNCDF, 
said in a video conference call 
that “the Kotra Riel app will 
help businesswomen in Cam-
bodia to reduce their reliance 
on fixed asset collateral. 

“Kotra Riel is an innovative 
solution that uses business 
transaction data as an alterna-
tive source to make credit as-
sessments. Given the Covid-19 
impact on the overall Cambodi-
an economy this app could be 
instrumental for the recovery of 
small businesses by providing 
them easier financing opportu-
nities,” Gupta stated.  

For more details check out 
the SHE Investments Face-
book page or visit the Kotra 
Riel website: 

h t t p s : / / w w w. k o t ra r i e l .
com/.
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App helps track your riel cash flow

Kotra Riel app is an easy-to-use solution for Khmer small business owners and entrepreneurs who want to track business finances. HONG MENEA

Guests at the launching of Cambodia’s Digital Resource Centre and the Kotra Riel mobile app on February 12 
at Hyatt Regency Phnom Penh. SUPPLIED

Loem Lida, co-founder of SHE Investments, speaks at the launch of Kotra 
Riel mobile app on February 12 at Hyatt Regency Phnom Penh. SUPPLIED
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‘bite Club’ unites shark attack survivors
T

He first rule of bite Club is 
you talk to Dave Pearson, a 
shark attack survivor who 
connects hundreds of peo-

ple from around the world to sup-
port each other “beyond the bite”.

The 58-year-old almost died a de-
cade ago when a bull shark tore into 
his arm while he was surfing off aus-
tralia’s east coast.

Since the day when friends hauled 
him to shore – away from the three-
metre predator that dragged him 
around the bottom of the ocean 
before losing interest – he has been 
helping others escape the psycho-
logical grip of nightmare attacks.

“My life is shark attacks,” the wind, 
sun and surf-weathered aussie said, 
still dripping wet after another day 
on the waves at the beach where he 
was bitten.

“you know if there’s a shark attack 
somewhere in the world, I’ll hear 
about it.”

Pearson is the founder of bite Club, 
initially a small group for survivors of 
shark encounters that now includes 
victims of dog maulings, alligator 
bites and even a hippo attack.

Its members – nearly 400 people in 
all – usually meet in person at least 
once a year, but some meet more 
often for a casual surf while the rest 
keep in contact on social media.

The club acts as a network for sur-
vivors to seek out support from the 
group when they need it most, and 
Pearson says he spends most nights 
speaking with at least one member 
over the phone.

He realised the power of talking to 
others who shared his ordeal even 
before he had left the hospital. by 
chance, Lisa Mondy – bitten a few 

days before him – was recovering in 
the same facility.

“everybody was there to wish 
me the best, but until I spoke with 
Lisa, it was like they didn’t really un-
derstand what my head was going 
through,” said Pearson.

The brutality of maulings – com-
bined with the media attention they 
receive – can shake survivors, vic-
tims, their relatives and rescuers for 
years and in some cases cause post-
traumatic stress disorder.

When Kevin young’s 19-year-old 
son Zac was killed by a tiger shark 
while surfing on a reef near Coffs 
Harbour in 2013, he felt like a hur-
ricane had swallowed him.

“I was inside the eye of that storm, 

and I feel like I’ve been here ever 
since,” young said.

His son’s legs were almost com-
pletely severed in the attack but, 
clinging to life, he paddled across to 
his three friends to tell them he loved 
them and prayed for their protection 
from the killer shark lurking below.

Surrounded by water thick with their 
friend’s blood, the trio – at the time 
aged 14, 15 and 19 – paddled Zac back 
to shore on their shoulders, in a jour-
ney that took nearly half an hour.

by the time they reached the beach, 
nothing could be done to revive 
young’s son, despite their efforts.

“Those three boys, in my mind, 
became men that day,” said young. 
“I’m indebted to them for life for 

what they tried to do for my son.”

 ‘So many people affected’
Like Pearson, young speaks of oth-

ers’ pain before his own. each of his 
son’s rescuers has paid a psychologi-
cal price, he said.

“Whether it’s a partner, the wife, 
the son, the daughter, a friend, or 
just a community member – there 
are so many people affected.”

young says it is a privilege to serve 
in a club that helps support people 
who would otherwise be left to 
struggle alone.

That includes people like ray Short 
who was 13 years old in 1966 when a 
shark clamped down on his leg while 
swimming near Wollongong.

“It’s just something that was never 
there when I was young. If you got to 
meet or hear from one or two other 
shark bite victims, it was amazing,” 
Short says.

“Now there’s a group there that 
can all sit and relate to each other.”

Pearson says that while the group 
is closely connected, the perspective 
of members is varied: some become 
anti-shark, pushing for culls, while 
others become conservationists.

‘It’s more special now’
Similarly, paths to recovery differ. 

but leaving the ocean behind was 
never an option for Pearson – or for 
many in the group.

“Surfing has changed for me, and 
in fact, it’s probably more special 
now than it used to be because I 
know the consequences,” he said.

young knows at least one of his son’s 
friends struggled to return to the waves. 
but “all of us are surfers – that’s our 
place, that’s our zen place,” he added.

Shark attacks are still incredibly 
rare, but last year was especially 
tough for the group, with seven 
people killed in 22 unprovoked inci-
dents around australia, according to 
the Taronga Conservation Society.

This makes it the deadliest country 
in the world for shark bites in 2020, 
according to global data compiled 
by the florida Museum of Natural 
History’s shark research program.

“I met with probably four families 
last year who lost someone, and it is 
tough,” Pearson said. “It’s hard, ev-
ery attack brings your attack back.”

Pearson still works hard for his 
members, but says that more than 
anything, he wants to prevent more 
people joining the bite Club. afp

reed harvested in snowy Poland
IN a snowstorm on the Vistula 
river lagoon near Poland’s baltic 
coast, a special harvester is cutting 
down reeds destined for export 
across europe for use in traditional 
and sustainable thatched roofs.

“We’ve been making reed roofs 
since the dawn of time,” said rys-
zard Zagalski, owner of a reed farm 
in the northern village of Jagodno, 
near the city of elblag.

“Wherever there were waterways 
and fields of reeds, the reeds were 
used to cover roofs because they 
make for very good insulation: high 
quality and cheap,” he said.

“but for years now, they have 
been somewhat forgotten as a 
roofing material – wrongly equated 
with poverty. The job of a reed 
roofer has practically disappeared 
since the 1950s.”

yet not only do reeds make for 
good natural insulation, they 

are also very durable.
“I have seen almost centuries-old 

reeds used in roofs in Sweden. If you 
are using reeds the right way, in nor-
mal circumstances the roof should 
last more than 50 years as long as it 
is maintained regularly,” Zagalski said.

before the reeds can be used on 
roofs, they have to be a year old, 
straight and thin.

It takes three people to work the 
harvester, which covers many kilo-
metres on the banks of the Vistula 
river lagoon.

One worker drives, another col-
lects the readymade bundles while 
a third loads them. Once at the 
warehouse, the reeds are sorted 
and quickly sent to clients.

Biodegradable 
Like other sectors, the reed 

industry has seen considerable 
competition from China.

“There was a time when Chinese 
reeds took over and destroyed the 
european market,” Zagalski said.

“Some of my colleagues were not 
able to withstand the competition.”

Today, there are up to 10 reed 
farms in Poland.

Most of the product ends up 
abroad. Zagalski exports his reeds 
to Germany, the Netherlands, Den-
mark, Sweden.

In addition to their longevity, 
they are also 100 per cent eco-
friendly and biodegradable.

“When the time comes to remove 
the reeds from the roof, all you 
have to do is take them to a field, 
bury them in the ground, and they 
are recycled,” Zagalski said.

“I don’t think anyone has yet thought 
up a way of recycling the materials 
that we use in the magnificent roofs 
that we make today, and that will 
definitely cause major issues.” afp

Ray Short was 13 years old when a shark bit his leg while bodysurfing off a beach near Wollongong in 1966. afp Australian surfer Mick Fanning was attacked by a shark during the final of the JBay Surf Open in 2015. afp

From left to right, Australian surfers Kevin Young, Dave Pearson, Bruce Lucs and Ray Short pose for pictures at Crowdy Bay National 
Park. The men belong to the Bite Club which now includes victims of dog maulings, alligator bites and even a hippo attack. afp

Reed is harvested in the protected area ‘Natura 2000’ in The Vistula Spit near Jagodno village in 
northern Poland on Friday. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 “Slippery” trees
  5 Talk online
  9 Western movie star?
 14 He worked with pairs
 15 Corker
 16 Novelist’s needs
 17 Kind of starch or pudding
 18 Gelatin made from seaweed
 19 Feels apprehension
 20 “Please consider it”
 23 Smallest in magnitude
 24 Set the tempo
 25 Track record?
 28 Be in the wrong
 29 Desk drawer item
 33 Like the desert of Sinai
 34 Buddy
 35 “___ de lune” (Debussy)
 36 When to join an opponent?
 41 Modem units
 42 Having debts
 43 Tart role for Shirley MacLaine
 44 Extensions
 46 IRS form expert
 49 Yankee Clipper’s brother
 50 Samuel figure

 51 Leading man in the theater?
 53 When to expect good results
 58 Alaskan native
 60 Masquerade-ball mask
 61 Poker money
 62 Painter’s plaster
 63 Nasty boss
 64 One between 12 and 20
 65 All finished, as dinner
 66 Front part of a plane
 67 ___ Park (FDR home site)
DOWN
  1 Store on a farm
  2 Idler
  3 Hungarian
  4 Discourages flies
  5 Hardly nude
  6 “Les Miserables” author
  7 McLean and Loretta’s sitcom 

co-star
  8 Dr. Seuss’ Yertle, say
  9 Having two equal lobes
 10 Yemen coastal city
 11 Freeloader
 12 Long-snouted fish
 13 Lion’s suffix
 21 Prenatal cradle

 22 Mediterranee, e.g.
 26 Lake or canal
 27 Stretch in a seat
 30 Charles Dutton title character
 31 What Hester Prynne wore
 32 Council
 33 Industrial waste
 34 End of a musical composition
 35 Big count
 36 Footnote abbr. 
 37 Vegas card game
 38 Most pleasing to the palate
 39 Even number
 40 Coal site
 44 The whole nine yards
 45 Arness TV role
 46 Bush veep
 47 Threw things at
 48 Garfield’s girlfriend
 50 Noted stationer
 52 Mower’s path
 54 Firecracker feature
 55 Type of ’60s dancer
 56 Relative of mine?
 57 Tapered weapon
 58 What candles may signify
 59 ___ & Perrins (steak sauce)

“POSSIBILITIES” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

Locked-down pub becomes 
Ireland’s first wildlife hospital

a 
pub that closed its 
doors during lock-
down is now serving 
a menagerie of very 

different clientele after trans-
forming into Ireland’s first 
wildlife hospital.

The bar of the Tara Na ri 
pub in County Meath to the 
northwest of Dublin is now 
deserted, the blinds pulled 
down, the Guinness taps dry 
and the till empty.

but the pub’s outbuildings 
are a hive of activity.

In one, a staff member bot-
tle-feeds Liam, a two-week-old 
wild Irish goat who was found 
on a mountainside.

Three swans nest on straw 
in former stables; a skittish 
fox settles in a new enclosure; 
and a wide-eyed buzzard is 
being nursed back to health.

“We were very much accus-
tomed to just one singular way 
of living,” said James McCarthy, 
whose family have owned the 
pub for more than a decade.

“When that’s taken away, 
you’re just kind of left with a 
void. It takes some time be-
fore it starts getting replaced 
with other things that you 
never would have thought 
were possible before.”

McCarthy has turned the 
outbuildings over to the 
government-backed agency 
Wildlife rehabilitation Ire-
land (WrI) and instead of 
pulling pints, now serves 
drive-through customers 

with takeaway coffees at the 
front of the pub.

Locals muck in
The WrI facility, which opened 

on february 19, is the first ani-
mal hospital in Ireland capable 
of caring for animals of any spe-
cies, size or medical needs.

“We’re bracing ourselves for 
‘orphan season’ which is our 
busiest time of year,” said ani-
mal manager Dan Donoher, 
calming a flustered pigeon on 
an examination table.

“We’ll get lots of baby birds, 
baby foxes, et cetera, and 
they’ll keep us busy for the 
next six months.”

pubs play a vital role in Irish 
society, especially in remote ru-
ral areas, and the closure of the 
Tara Na ri in March 2020 was a 
heavy blow for the community.

The inn stands near a hill 
called the Tara with ancient 
burial mounds. Its name 
means Tara of the Kings.

but WrI education officer 
aoife Mcpartlin said the pub’s 
regulars had pitched in with 
enthusiasm.

“We embraced them, they 
embraced us,” she said of lo-
cals, who volunteered their 
time to renovate the out-
buildings.

The project saw “everybody 
mucking in” through long 
days and dreadful weather, 
she said.

“and as a result we can now 
open.”

Nature to the rescue
Ireland is currently in its third 

coronavirus lockdown, and 
more than 4,000 deaths have 
been attributed to the infection.

The republic navigated two 
previous waves of the virus 
with relatively low numbers of 
cases and deaths, but the situ-
ation turned dire after curbs 
were relaxed before Christmas.

In early January, Ireland had 
the highest rate of infection per 
capita in the world, and 45 per-
cent of total mortalities from 
the pandemic have occurred 
since the start of this year.

prime minister Micheal 
Martin described it as a “tsu-
nami of infections”.

Since the start of the new year, 
schools, non-essential shops, 
pubs, restaurants, gyms and 
cinemas have all been closed.

Citizens have been told to 
stay at home apart from daily 
exercise in a limited area.

but Mcpartlin said there 
has been an unexpected up-
side – since people have been 
spending far more time walk-
ing in the countryside, there 
has been a huge increase in 
the number of injured and 
abandoned animals found 
and given help.

“I think nature has saved 
a lot of people through the 
pandemic,” she said.

“They’re just generally more 
aware of wildlife, and they 
know they exist – and we co-
exist.” AFP

A wild fox is cared for at Wildlife Rehabilitation Ireland’s new premises located behind the Tara Na Ri pub. AFP

The Tara Na Ri pub outside the town of Navan in County Meath was shuttered due to the pandemic and now 
houses Wildlife Rehabilitation Ireland’s animal hospital. AFP
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france await go-ahead as five 
Scotland players test positive
f

rance is set to find out on feb-
ruary 24 if this weekend’s Six na-
tions clash with Scotland will go 
ahead after captain charles Ol-

livon was among five players to be ruled 
out after testing positive for covid-19.

The french rugby federation (ffr) 
announced on february 22 that Ollivon, 
cyril baille, Peato Mauvaka, romain 
Taofifenua and brice Dulin have been 
withdrawn from the squad after contract-
ing the virus. 

The new cases take the total number in 
the france camp to 14, including coach 
fabien Galthie and scrum-half antoine 
Dupont. 

Six nations Testing Oversight Group 
(TOG) saying it would review the situation 
on february 24 although there is no sug-
gestion as yet of postponing the match.

“a decision on whether the france v 
Scotland fixture can go ahead will be 
made at that stage,” said the TOG in a 
statement.

“Should the decision be that the fixture 
cannot go ahead, the match will be re-
scheduled for the earliest possible date.”

The french players who tested positive 
on february 22 have all left the group, 
with the remainder of the squad, all of 
whom tested negative, training with re-
stricted movement and no close contact 
for the next 48 hours.

“The return to collective training is set 
for february 24, subject to the results of 
tests carried out every 24 hours,” the fed-
eration said in a statement.

Scottish rugby said that they were keen 
for the match to go ahead as any post-
ponement could mean more than 10 
players being unavailable for a rearranged 
fixture due to player-release agreements 
with clubs. 

“We will be working closely with our Six 
nations counterparts to press the case for 
this game to go ahead, should it be medi-
cally safe to do so,” the statement read.

Dupont tested positive last week and had 
already been omitted from the 31-man 
squad for the game in Paris on february 
21. The ffr also revealed that hooker Ju-
lien Marchand and centre arthur Vincent 
had tested positive on february 20.

Dupont, the Six nations player of the 
season last year, is reportedly asymptom-

atic and could, in theory, have observed 
a seven-day quarantine and returned for 
the game at Stade de france.

The french government is increasing 
the length of quarantine to 10 days from 
february 22.

Marchand and Vincent were also left 
out as were prop Mohamed Haouas and 
winger Gabin Villiere who tested positive 
on february 19.

uncapped forwards trio Gaetan bar-
lot, Thierry Paiva and cyril cazeaux were 
added to the 31-man squad on febru-
ary 21, along with back-rower baptiste 
Pesenti and full-back Thomas ramos.

france are top of the Six nations table 
after beating Italy comfortably in rome 
and then edging Ireland 15-13 in Dublin 
on february 14.

‘We will be ready’
Team manager raphael Ibanez said on 

february 20, before the latest positive 
tests, that the french were fully expecting 
to meet the Scots. 

“We are entering a week of preparation 
and I can assure you that we will be ready 
to face Scotland at the Stade de france,” 

said the former france captain. 
With a host of different players joining 

the squad the staff, which is already with-
out Galthie and forwards coach William 
Servat, faces a difficult task to ready the 
team to face Scotland. 

“We have prepared an adaptation plan, 
you can trust fabien,” said Ibanez. 

“If other cases turn out to be positive, 
we have in any case taken exceptional 
measures with the help of the covid group 
which is watching over the france squad. 

“The tests will be tripled, we will have a 
test every day.”

Ibanez struggled to pinpoint how and 
when the coronavirus infiltrated the 
french ranks. 

“It’s not just the french,” he said. “The 
english coach has been affected . . . and 
many others. 

“nobody can know how [the french 
contracted the virus]. Was it in Ireland? 
Why didn’t it affect the media who are in-
vited to observe the training? 

“all it takes is an infected doorknob for 
the contamination to spread. 

“It gives us a real reason to have a great 
game against Scotland.” AFP

crisis? Mourinho scrambles for answers to Spurs’ slump
JOSe Mourinho has played down 
talk of a crisis at struggling Totten-
ham but is scratching his head as he 
seeks a way to pull the club out of 
their spiral of decline.

Their 2-1 defeat at West Ham on 

february 21 was the Spurs’ fifth in 
their past six Premier League games, 
and they now trail the fourth-placed 
Hammers by nine points.

Tottenham appear a shadow of the 
side that topped the table in Decem-

ber and Mourinho is in one of the 
worst spells of his long managerial 
career.

The Portuguese has earned 81 
points after 50 league matches in 
charge of the London club, the low-
est total at this stage in any manage-
rial stint.

In sharp contrast, he had 126 
points at the same point of his first 
spell in charge of chelsea.

“I wouldn’t say crisis,” said Mour-
inho when asked about the form of 
his team, now languishing in ninth 
spot in the Premier League table.

“If crisis is frustration and sadness 
in the dressing room, I’d say so 
because nobody is happy and we all 
showed that in this game.”

Things might have been different 
at the London Stadium had Gareth 
bale’s fierce strike gone in instead of 
hitting the crossbar or Son Heung-
min’s deflected effort not looped 
onto the post.

Mourinho, 58, admitted his team 
needed a change of fortunes.

He will be only too aware that his 
predecessor, Mauricio Pochettino, 
was fired just months after guiding 
Spurs to the champions League final 
in 2019.

Despite Tottenham’s struggles, 
Mourinho can win the club’s first 
silverware for 13 years when they 
take on league leaders Manchester 
city in the League cup final in 
april.

and they are well-placed to reach 
the last 16 of the europa League – 
another potential route back into 
the champions League.

ultimately, his future could hinge 
on whether Spurs can find a way 
back into europe’s top club compe-
tition, which he has won twice 
before, with Porto and Inter Milan.

“Very hard, yes, very hard, but 
mathematically possible,” Mourinho 
said when asked about his team’s 
chances of finishing in the top four.

“Of course our team has problems, 
and the problems they have reflect 
on results and on points, but I also 
believe that a little bit of that light, a 
little bit of that luck that you also 
need in football to win matches, has 
to be back.”

The consequences of missing out 
on the champions League would be 
enormous, not just financially but 
also the possibility that stars such as 
Harry Kane could lose patience and 
look elsewhere.

ex-england striker alan Shearer 
said Tottenham had not improved 
under Mourinho despite significant 
sums of money spent.

but the Portuguese received sup-
port form Spurs great Glenn Hoddle, 
who urged the club to stick with 
their manager.

“How can you sack someone who 
has got you to a cup final? It’s ridicu-
lous,” Hoddle said on his Glenn 
Hoddle footy Show podcast.

“He has earned the right, with what 
he has done in his career, to be given 
more time. average at times, but a 
couple of wins, the confidence comes 
back.”

Mourinho himself is confident 
that he remains the right man to 
turn around Spurs’ fortunes.

“Mine and my coaching staff ’s 
methods are second to nobody in 
the world,” he said. “Sometimes the 
results are the consequence of mul-
tiple situations in football.

“I think for a long, long time, we 
have problems in the team that I can-
not resolve by myself as a coach.”

The problem for Mourinho is that 
time is not on his side, and he knows 
that whatever the frustrations, the 
buck ultimately stops with him. AFP

France’s flanker Charles Ollivon (left) wins lineout ball from Ireland’s lock Iain Henderson (right) 
during the Six Nations international rugby union match in Dublin on February 14. AFP

Repsol Honda Team rider Marc Marquez takes part in the third MotoGP 
practice session of the Andalucia Grand Prix on July 25 last year. AFP

Tottenham Hotspur’s head coach Jose Mourinho gestures on the touchline during the 
English Premier League football match against West Ham United on Sunday. AFP

Marquez talks MotoGP 
come back from injury 
to resume competition
SIx-TIMe MotoGP champion 
Marc Marquez is optimistic 
about recovering from the arm 
fracture that made him miss 
last season but said he wasn’t 
planning a bid for another 
world title this year. 

“My goal is to enjoy being on 
the bike again and little by 
little to get back to being as fast 
as I was,” said Marquez during 
his team Honda’s presentation 
for the upcoming season.

“What you have to under-
stand is that you cannot expect 
after 10 months away from the 
bike to arrive at the first race 
and be the same Marc.

“It’s the first time that I have 
been so long without being on 
the bike. I don’t know what that 
first lap will be like, but I know 
it will not be 100 per cent.”

Marquez fractured his right 
arm on July 19 when he fell in 
the first Grand Prix of last sea-
son, an injury that required 
three bouts of surgery, the last 
in December. “The bone is now 
healing well,” added Marquez. 

He returned to training at the 
beginning of february and feels 
positive about his recovery but 
will not set a date for his return. 

“I follow my body,” he said, 
appearing alongside compa-
triot and partner Pol espargaro, 
who has joined from KTM.

“I am increasing my work at 
home, but I don’t know when 
I will return to competition.

“My hope was to get to the 
Qatar test event [on March 6 
to 12], but the doctors have 
already told me to forget it so 
now it’s about trying to get to 
the Qatar race [on March 28],” 
he said.

Marquez, who handed over 
the MotoGP crown last season 
to his compatriot Joan Mir, has 
practically ruled himself out of 
the title fight this year, despite 
Mir’s comments that he is 
always a favourite.

“When your rivals see you as 
the favourite for a title, it’s 
always appreciated,” said Mar-
quez. “I don’t intend to come 
in and put pressure on myself 
by getting to the first race and 
saying that I have to win.

“The objective is to get on a 
motorbike, have fun again and 
from there find a good level 
and fight for podiums and vic-
tories. How long will that take? 
I don’t know.” AFP
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Gundogan propels Man City’s latest 
pursuit of Champions League crown
I

Lkay Gundogan’s free-scoring 
form has played a major role 
in Manchester City surging 10 
points clear at the top of the 

Premier League as they close in on 
a third title in four seasons.

However, City’s latest quest for the 
trophy they most desire restarts this 
week with the first leg of their Cham-
pions League last 16 tie against bo-
russia Moenchengladbach.

as Pep Guardiola’s first signing af-
ter arriving in Manchester, Gundo-
gan joined a project determined to 
make a mark on europe’s premier 
club competition.

Despite six major trophies in the 
past five years and the likelihood of 
more to come this season with City 
also going strong in both domestic 
cup competitions, the Champions 
League has been a constant source 
of frustration for Guardiola.

under the Catalan, City have not 
progressed beyond the quarter-
finals in four attempts.

On the back of an 18-game win-
ning run in all competitions, not for 
the first time the Premier League 
leaders find themselves tagged as 
Champions League favourites.

If this is to be the year that the 
Sheikh Mansour’s billions of dol-
lars worth of investment pays off in 
Champions League glory, Gundo-
gan is likely to be a central figure.

The German is already having his 
best ever goalscoring season with 
13 in all competitions, 11 of which 
have come in his last 13 Premier 
League games.

Gundogan’s game is about much 
more than goals. a metronomic 
midfielder who rarely gives the ball 
away, he fits the profile as the type 
of player Guardiola loves.

“He is such an intelligent player,” 
said the former barcelona and bay-
ern Munich boss. “That’s one of the 
qualities I appreciate the most, in-
telligence – the players who under-

stand everything that happens dur-
ing the game and solve it as quick 
as possible.”

‘One of the best’
However, Gundogan’s versatility 

also made him a favourite of Jurgen 
klopp and Thomas Tuchel during 
his time at borussia Dortmund.

“Ilkay was one of the best players 
I ever coached,” said Liverpool boss 
klopp before Gundogan scored 
twice against the english champi-
ons in a 4-1 win earlier this month.

“When you are smart and experi-

ence comes into play as well, then it’s 
another jump in your performance 
level. I’m not surprised at all.”

Gundogan’s early time in england 
was disrupted by a cruciate liga-
ment damage that ruled him out 
for nine months.

On his return he was faced with 
finding his way into a midfield 
three of fernandinho, David Silva 
and kevin De bruyne that shone as 
City set an english top-flight record 
of 100 points to cruise to the title in 
2018-2019.

Now 30 and with Silva departed 

and fernandinho playing a bit-part 
role at 35, Gundogan is one of City’s 
leaders.

When De bruyne was recently 
ruled out for a month by a ham-
string injury, he scored six times in 
five games as Guardiola’s men did 
not drop a point.

That maturity has also shown 
off the pitch as he has launched a 
charity campaign to help local bars, 
cafes and restaurants struggling 
to survive during the coronavirus 
lockdown.

yet, like many of his teammates, 

Gundogan is yet to showcase his 
best on the Champions League 
stage in a City shirt after making 
his name in a run to the final for 
klopp’s Dortmund in 2012-2013.

With his former boss now battling 
an injury crisis that has ravaged 
Liverpool’s Premier League title de-
fence, barcelona on their way out, 
holders bayern Munich showing 
signs of fatigue and real Madrid 
no longer the force they once were, 
City may never get a better chance 
to finally make their Champions 
League breakthrough. AFP

uk plan may open doors for Premier League crowds
faNS could be back in english 
stadiums for the final weekend 
of the Premier League season 
and there are hopes the euro 
2020 final will be played at a full 
Wembley under plans 
announced on february 22.

under a four-step roadmap 
to ease the coronavirus lock-
down announced by british 
Prime Minister boris Johnson, 
elite sport will continue behind 
closed doors until May 17 at the 
earliest.

but if there are no setbacks, 
crowds of up to 10,000 or 25 
percent of seating capacity, 
whichever is lower, will be 
allowed to return.

The Premier League season is 
due to finish on May 23. Other 
than a small number of match-
es played in front of 2,000 spec-
tators late last year, the entire 
2020-2021 season has been 
played behind closed doors.

all further restrictions 
would then be lifted on June 
21 in time for a series of major 
international sports events in 
england.

The semi-finals and final of 
euro 2020, which has been 
delayed by a year due to the 
pandemic, are scheduled to 
take place at Wembley on July 
6, 7 and 11.

Wimbledon, which was aban-
doned in 2020 for the first time 
since World War II, is due to start 
on June 28 and golf’s british 
Open runs from July 15 to 18 at 
royal St George’s in kent.

“as we continue to plan for 
The Championships in 2021, 
we welcome @10Downing-
Street’s announcements,” said 
a statement on Wimbledon’s 
official Twitter feed.

“We look forward to continu-
ing to work with them, @Com-
monsDCMS [Digital, Culture, 

Media and Sport] and the rest 
of sport with the ambition of 
welcoming spectators safely to 
our events this summer.”

britain is one of the countries 
hardest-hit by the Covid-19 
pandemic, with more than 
120,000 deaths.

but Johnson told MPs that 
with a mass vaccination pro-
gramme easing pressure on 
overstretched hospitals, “the 
end really is in sight”.

a Sunday Times report at the 
weekend said britain could 
offer to host more euro 2020 
matches or the whole tourna-
ment due to the potential for 
crowds to return earlier than in 
other countries across 
europe.

On top of the semi-finals and 
final, Wembley and Hampden 
Park in Glasgow are due to host 
four matches each in the group 
stages and last 16.

uefa has so far publicly 
insisted it is sticking to the orig-
inal plan of using 12 host cities 
across the continent despite the 
logistical challenges.

Dublin, amsterdam, Copen-
hagen, Saint Petersburg, bil-
bao, Munich, budapest, baku, 
rome and bucharest are all due 
to have matches.

However, british health secre-
tary Matt Hancock said on feb-
ruary 21 he was unaware of any 
offer to host the tournament.

The football association wel-
comed the easing of restric-
tions, saying in a brief state-
ment: “The fa is absolutely 
delighted that fans will be 
allowed back soon.

“The game is simply not the 
same without them and we 
look forward to the return of 
full stadia as soon as it is safe 
and possible.”

Cricket and rugby chiefs also 

welcomed the roadmap.
a statement from the eng-

land and Wales Cricket board 
said: “We are . . . very pleased to 
see the return of spectators to 

grounds from mid-May. Our 
leading venues strongly believe 
they have the technology and 
know-how to return to capac-
ity crowds.” AFP

Brighton’s defender Lewis Dunk (centre left) vies with Crystal Palace’s 
defender Gary Cahill (centre) during the English Premier League football 
match in Brighton on Monday. AFP

Manchester City’s midfielder Ilkay Gundogan (left) vies with Lyon’s forward Karl Toko Ekambi during the UEFA Champions League quarter-final match on August 15 last year. AFP
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