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Locations shut, dozens 
more Covid-19 positive
Mom Kunthear

T
HE Ministry of Health 
has closed 23 loca-
tions in connection 
with the February 20 

community transmission of 
Covid-19 and summoned for 
testing anyone who had 
direct contact with affected 
people and places. The 
number of discovered related 
infections has risen to 76, 
including 39 women.

In a press release, the min-
istry listed the names of ven-
ues whose operations have 

been temporarily suspended, 
including the nightclubs N8, 
The Bridge Club, Club Love, 
The World KTV, Jin Zun KTV, 
Coco Club and Hotel, Celeste 
Sky Bar and Club 168.

Affected commercial resi-
dences comprise the Casa 
Meridian hotel and condo-
minium, Le Gong Guan 
Hotel, City Comfort Hotel, 
The Pointe Serviced Apart-
ments, Penthouse Residence 
condominium, Skyline 
Dumex, Somet Hotel and 
Apartments condominium, 
Residence L Olympic Condo-

minium and the Diamond 
Twin Tower.

Closed commercial shops 
entail the Prince Central Plaza 
shopping centre, Ju Hao res-
taurant and Ven Mansion 
Shop, while the SIS Interna-
tional School and Hun Sen 
Phnom Penh Thmey High 
School were also suspended.

The ministry requested that 
individuals who had visited 
these locations between Feb-
ruary 6 and 20, or associated 
with people connected to the 
outbreak, come forward for 
testing on a voluntary basis. 

“According to contact trac-
ing and identification work 
in progress, this situation of 
community transmission is 
now larger and more compli-
cated than the November 28 
event. The ministry has laid 
out measures and interven-
tions based on the detection 
of Covid-19 at each location 
to prevent further spread of 
infections,” it said.

The ministry reiterated 
reminders for residents, par-
ticularly those in Phnom Penh

Many Boeing 
777s grounded 
after Denver 
engine failure

Exports to China gain modest 8% in 2020

BOEING called for the grounding of 
128 of its 777 planes across the world 
on February 21 as US regulators inves-
tigated a United Airlines flight whose 
engine caught fire and fell apart 
over a suburban US community.

United, Korean Air and Japan’s two 
main airlines confirmed they had 
already suspended operations of 62 
planes fitted with the same family 
of engine which scattered debris 
over Denver on February 20.

The US National Transportation 
and Safety Board (NTSB) is also 
investigating the incident, in 
which no one was hurt. 

Boeing warned that similarly fit-
ted planes should be taken out of 
service until the Federal Aviation 
Authority (FAA) had determined 
an inspection procedure. “While 
the NTSB investigation is ongoing, 
we recommended suspending 
operations of the 69 in-service and 
59 in-storage 777 aircraft powered 
by Pratt & Whitney 4000-112 
engines,” the company said.

Japan Airlines (JAL) and All Nip-
pon Airways (ANA) said they had 
respectively grounded 13 and 19 
planes using PW4000 engines but 
had avoided flight cancellations by 
using other aircraft.

The Japanese transport ministry 
said it had ordered stricter inspec-
tions of the engine after a JAL 777 
plane flying from Haneda to Naha 
experienced trouble with “an engine 
in the same family” in December.

United said it had voluntarily 
removed 24 Boeing 777 planes 
from service and expected “only a 
small number of customers to be 
inconvenienced”.

South Korea’s transport ministry 
said it had no immediate plans to 
ground planes, adding that it was 
monitoring the situation.

But Korean Air, the country’s 
largest airline and flag carrier, said 
it had grounded all six of its Boeing 
777s with PW4000 engines cur-
rently in operation. AFP

May Kunmakara

CAMBODIA’S total export value 
to China extended its winning 
streak last year, weathering 
supply chain disruptions due 
to the Covid-19 outbreak.

The Kingdom’s exports to the 
world’s second-largest economy 
– in nominal terms – surged 
more than eight per cent in 
value to $1.086 billion last year 
compared to the $1.004 billion 

posted in 2019, according to 
Ministry of Commerce figures.

By contrast, Cambodia’s 
imports from China slumped 
about 10 per cent in value to just 
slightly over $7 billion last year.

Cambodia Chamber of Com-
merce (CCC) vice-president Lim 
Heng stressed that Cambodia-
China trade relations remained 
strong even as regional and glo-
bal economies square off against 
disruptions in value chains.

“We won’t deny that there was 
some disruption in production 
and exports to China and other 
countries last year as a result of 
Covid-19. But, with the close rela-
tions between the two countries, 
we ratcheted up our exports to 
China again last year,” he said.

And buoying the prospects of 
future export growth is the bilat-
eral Cambodia-China Free 
Trade Agreement (CCFTA) that 
was signed on October 12, 

which allows the Kingdom to 
export a wide range of goods to 
the Asian juggernaut at a zero 
per cent tariff rate.

Ministry undersecretary of 
state Pen Sovicheat told The 
Post last month that Cambodia 
is gauging about 50 commodi-
ties around which to craft a 
strategic approach on free 
trade agreements (FTAs) and 
make the most of bilateral deals 
with major trading partners.

He said a working group had 
been tasked with drafting a 
matrix of 50 items to dissect the 
technical and tariff barriers 
and preferential tariffs result-
ing from the CCFTA as a model 
to study for future trade deals.

The ministerial team has 
also been sizing up the Chi-
nese market to determine 
what products it can absorb 
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Chaktomuk ferry dock staff check boarding passengers’ temperatures before embarking to Kandal province’s arey Ksat village. HENG CHIVOAN



Long Kimmarita

P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen released a 10-year 
policy for waste man-
agement in urban ar-

eas, creating the Urban Garbage 
and Solid Waste Management 
Committee to oversee collec-
tion and develop recycling and 
waste-to-energy processing.

According to a sub-decree 
dated February 16 and seen by 
The Post on February 22, the 
committee is responsible for 
managing urban waste from 
collection to transformation 
into electricity for local use.

The committee’s duties in-
clude planning and setting pol-
icies for strategic operations, 
including devising methods 
to inspire investments in recy-
cling and waste-to-energy pro-
cessing. It must also prepare 
mechanisms to promote use of 
low-impact and environmen-
tally friendly products.

The sub-decree states: 
“The committee will propose 
measures; lead, facilitate and 
monitor the performance of 
waste collectors and a waste 
collection payment mecha-
nism; and set out clear prob-
lem-resolution procedures. 

“The committee must con-
duct a large-scale campaign 
to educate the public on be-
havioural changes.”

Minister of Environment 
Say Samal will head the com-
mittee, which also comprises 
nearly 20 other senior offi-
cials from various ministries 
and institutions.

Hun Sen described the policy 
as supporting implementation 
of the government’s Rectangu-

lar Strategy Phase IV, in promo-
tion of sustainable, inclusive 
development and environmen-
tal protection and response 
readiness to climate change.

He said the government 
needed this policy to guide the 
country towards maintaining 
a clean, healthy and beautiful 
environment with comfort-
able livelihoods for residents 
in the context of increasing 
urbanisation and rapid eco-
nomic development.

The policy aims to achieve 
modernisation of urban waste 
collections services, including 
comprehensive and effective 
coverage, environmental sus-
tainability and cost efficiency.

“The formation of this sys-
tem by itself is not enough for 
the sake of environmental pro-
tection and inclusive sustain-

able development. It requires 
public awareness and active, 
responsible participation 
which entails changes in daily 
behaviours and habits as well 
as methods of business opera-
tion,” said the sub-decree.

The prime minister expected 
implementation of the policy 
to result in environmentally 
safe and hygienic procedures 
for collection, storage, separa-
tion and processing of the na-
tion’s urban waste. It promotes 
reducing, reusing and recycling 
waste while applying impact 
fees on waste producers.

 The environment ministry 
said more than 10,000 tonnes 
of waste are produced each 
day across the country, equal to 
nearly four million tonnes per 
year. Organic waste accounts 
for 64 per cent of the total while 

plastics amount to 20 per cent, 
and the rest is solid and other 
waste. Only about 10 per cent is 
estimated to be recyclable. 

San Chey, executive director 
of the NGO Affiliated Network 
for Social Accountability, 
said people who improperly 
dispose of waste, such as in 
waterways, may exacerbate 
other problems like seasonal 
flooding and called for more 
government intervention.

“Effective mechanisms can 
be realised if there is an allot-
ted budget with responsible 
monitoring and evaluation. 
Participation by CSOs work-
ing on urban development is 
necessary, along with regula-
tory enforcement and public 
education regarding better 
processes for separation and 
disposal,” he said.

Nov Sivutha

RATANAKKIRI provincial Department of 
Environmental officials have been moni-
toring Boeung Yeak Laom Lake’s water 
quality, which has become unusually 
murky in recent days. 

Officials have told residents not to wor-
ry, claiming it is a natural phenomenon.

Environment department director Phon 
Khemrin confirmed to The Post on Febru-
ary 22 that the surface of the lake had 
turned murky around February 20 and 
that this change was a natural occurrence 
that should not be a cause for concern.

According to Khemrin, the water’s dis-
coloration is not due to pollution or an 
indicator of any environmental problem. 
After inspecting the water, he said there 
were no unpleasant odours emanating 
from the water and that no fish or plants 
appeared to have died as a result. 

“In general, we’ve noted that when 
countries in the region such as Indonesia 
and the Philippines undergo certain phe-
nomenon, it causes the water in the lake 
to become muddy like this. We do not 
know exactly what the connection is sci-
entifically,” Khemrin said. 

At the same time that was occurring, the 
Boeung Lum Kot, Boeung Yeak Oam and 
Boeung Yeak Ra lakes in Seda commune 
of the province’s Lumphat district had 
also become murky.

According to Khemrin, since February 
22 the water in Boeung Yeak Laom Lake 
has gotten clearer. He believes that with-
in a week or so the water will return to its 
original colour.

Khemrin noted that people are still using 
the water regularly and it is not causing any 
itching, rashes or other unusual affects. 

On February 21, the water level receded 
sharply and then returned to normal the 
next day, which was also attributable to a 
natural phenomenon.

Khemrin said at present the environ-
ment department is working with the 
community at Boeung Yeak Laom Lake 
and has been closely monitoring the 
water colour changes and making regu-
lar reports to the environment ministry 
and provincial administration.

Neav Kheat, a vendor at the lake, said: “We 
have seen the water turn red with some yel-
low in it over the past few days. Some parts 
of the lake turn black too but now some of 
these changes have started to go away.” 

Kheat said people could still safely 
swim in the lake, while animals in the 
area were still drinking the water and 

kids were still bathing in the lake every 
day without any apparent problems. 

On June 20, 2018, the government issued 
a sub-decree on the establishment of a 
multi-use area of Beoung Yeak Laom Lake 
which covered 225ha in Banlung town. 

One of Cambodia’s most attractive tour-
ist destinations, Beoung Yeak Laom fea-
tures eco-tourism resorts ringed around 
its shores – all of which are shaded by a 
lush canopy of trees growing right up to 
the edge of waters with a still surface that 
serenely reflects the blue skies overhead. 

According to geologists, the lake was 
created by volcanic eruptions thousands 
of years ago. The vast expanse of the 
almost-circular lake has calm crystal clear 
waters the majority of the time with max-
imum depths of 50m to 70m.
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

THREE suspects were arrested 
in Praek Leap commune of the 
capital’s Chroy Changvar dis-
trict on February 22 after a man 
was killed in a neighbourhood 
dispute the previous day. 

District Military Police act-
ing commander Hang Narith 
told The Post that the three 
were among six suspects who 
allegedly used knives and 
swords to attack three others, 
killing the man and seriously 
injured his two companions.  

“They were arrested at the 
construction site of a Borey 
[gated residential communi-
ty] located near the crime. Our 
forces are still searching for 
three more suspects,” he said, 

Narith declined to identify 
the trio who have been ar-
rested, saying they were sent 
to Phnom Penh municipal 
Military Police for questioning 
and that their identities would 
be made public once they 
were ready to charge them. 

Lim Chanratana, deputy 
Praek Leap commune police 
chief, identified the murder 
victim as Khem Tola, a 20-
year-old construction worker 
from Prey Veng province. 

Tola and his two friends were 
reportedly drinking in front of a 
relative’s home when the group 
of six suspects savagely attacked 
them, killing Tola at the scene.   

The two injured men are 
Sem Heng, 23, and Chet 
Chandin, 25, who were from 

the same village as Tola. 
Chanratana said Tola was 

stabbed in the chest and also 
suffered a deep wound in his 
right thigh. 

One of the survivors, Heng, 
has injuries to his costal car-
tilage – located on the thorax 
around the rib cage – as well as 
a deep cut on his left hand. The 
other surivivor, Chandin, lost 
three fingers in the attack. Both 
are currently in the emergency 
unit at Calmette Hospital.

Chanratana said the motive 
for the attack was not imme-
diately clear. But citing local 
residents, he said that before 
the incident, the victims were 
drinking with their relatives and 
singing karaoke in front of the 
house of Tola’s brother-in-law.

At 10pm, the six suspects ar-
rived on two motorbikes and 
stopped near the house. They 
revved their engines loudly 
and the victims responded 
by cursing at them and telling 
the suspects to go away. 

The suspects then left, 
but returned a short while 
later armed with knives and 
swords. They rushed at the 
three victims and assaulted 
them with the bladed weap-
ons before fleeing the scene. 

The Chroy Changvar Military 
Police later arrested three of 
them and seized two motorbikes, 
two swords and two knives. 

National Military Police 
spokesman Eng Hy declined 
to comment, citing an ongo-
ing investigation. 

Sword assault leaves
one dead, two injured PM rolls out waste policy

Cintri workers collect rubbish in Chak Angre Krom commune in Phnom Penh’s Meanchey district. Hean Rangsey

Boeung Yak Laom in Ratanakkiri province on Sunday. infoRmation ministRy

R’kiri lake decoloration ‘not a concern’ 
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Voun Dara

THe government of Japan 
has committed $2 million 
to the uN World food Pro-
gramme (WfP) to counteract 
the threats posed by flooding 
to food security and impact-
ed communities across the 
Kingdom.

The grant was signed on 
february 22 by Japanese am-
bassador Masahiro Mikami 
and WfP Country Director 
Claire Conan at a meeting 
presided over by Ngan Cham-
roeun, secretary of state for 
the Ministry of Interior and 
head of the National Commit-
tee for Sub-national Demo-
cratic Development (NCDD). 

Chamroeun recalled that 
Cambodia was affected by 
floods in October last year 
which impacted many house-
holds in several provinces, 
causing severe damage to 
houses, infrastructure and 
agricultural lands.

He said that under this 
project, the WfP would work 
closely with the NCDD and 
other partners to conduct a 
comprehensive food security 
and nutrition assessment in 
flood-affected areas. 

“The support for commu-
nity recovery comes through 
rehabilitation of damaged 
infrastructure, enhancement 
of local planning capacity 
and research into food secu-
rity, disaster preparedness 
and mitigation. Sixteen com-

munes in battambang, Pur-
sat, Kampong Chhnang and 
Kampong Thom provinces 
will be selected as the proj-
ect’s target sites,” he said.

Mikami noted that last year, 
Cambodia suffered continuous 
and torrential rainfall which 
affected many residents and 
resulted in the loss of lives and 
extensive damage to property. 

“I sincerely hope that this 
project will mitigate the im-
pact of floods on food security 

of flood-affected households 
and communities,” he said.

Conan called attention to 
Cambodia’s history of recur-
ring severe floods, noting 
there have been four inci-
dents in the past decade. Last 
October’s floods displaced 
14,299 households and oth-
erwise directly affected as 
many as 176,000 families, or 
nearly 800,000 people, in 14 
provinces.

 “We thank the government 
of Japan for its support to mit-
igate the effects of last year’s 
floods. This assistance will be 
critical to vulnerable families 
living in flood-prone commu-
nities whose livelihoods and 
food security were affected 
and will help protect them 

from future shocks,” she said. 
according to a joint press 

release issued after the sign-
ing ceremony, Cambodia 
ranks 16th out of 181 coun-
tries on the 2020 World risk 
Index highlighting its prone-
ness and vulnerability to nat-
ural disasters.

It said climate shocks such as 
floods and droughts frequently 
threaten communities, and 
their frequency and intensity 
are likely to increase in the fu-

ture owing to the effects of cli-
mate change and the related 
degradation of natural re-
sources, which disproportion-
ately affect some of the most 
impoverished communities.

In 2019, Japan contrib-
uted $2.7 million to the WfP 
to enhance the resilience of 
Cambodian communities to 
shocks and build institutional 
capacity for emergency pre-
paredness. 

This support has enabled 
the construction of six evacu-
ation centres in three flood-
prone provinces, facilitated 
disaster risk management 
planning at all levels of gov-
ernment and enhanced re-
sponse capabilities through 
early warning systems.

Japan commits $2M grant
to mitigate flood impacts

Ministry suspends 
schools in capital, 
Kandal amid Covid
Mom Kunthear

T
He Ministry of education, 
youth and Sport has decid-
ed to suspend operations of 
all state and private schools 

in Phnom Penh and Kandal province 
for two weeks to avert the spread of 
Covid-19 following the country’s 
third, large-scale community trans-
mission on february 20.

The suspensions were announced 
in a notice issued by education min-
ister Hang Chuon Naron late on 
february 22, following Prime Minis-
ter Hun Sen’s urgent voice message 
to the nation.  

“The number of new infections has 
kept increasing over the past three 
days. That, coupled with the complex-
ities involved in the [large] number 
of places that need to be closed and 
probed, prompted the government to 
take various urgent measures.

“education minister Hang Chuon 
Naron has requested the suspen-
sions of schools for at least two 
weeks to protect teachers and stu-
dents,” Hun Sen said. 

The prime minister also encour-
aged the public to postpone wed-
dings, or at least minimise the num-
ber of guests, and called on those 
from the provinces not to travel to 
Phnom Penh while authorities try to 
contain the outbreak.   

education minister Hang Chuon 

Naron said: “In order to avoid Covid-
19 infection via schools and further 
community transmission . . . educa-
tional institutions will have to con-
tinue teaching students online.” 

The ministry also requested that 
academic staff, parents and guard-
ians of students involved with the 
schools linked to the february 20 
Community event monitor their 
health and contact the Ministry of 
Health immediately if they begin to 
have any symptoms.

The ministry repeated its call 
for all state and private schools 
throughout the country to continue 
following preventive measures.  

Separately, the Ministry of Tourism 
has ordered the closure of all KTVs, night 
clubs and other entertainment venues 
throughout the country until further 
notice. 

Tourism minister Thong Khon re-
quested that Phnom Penh munici-
pal and provincial administrations 
regularly inspect these businesses 
to ensure compliance.

On february 21, the Kandal pro-
vincial authorities closed the KTV 
Logic 2 in Takhmao town and sent 
74 employees to quarantine at Prek 
Tapov Primary School after a male 
employee there tested positive for 
Covid-19.  His wife worked at the 
N8 nightclub where the community 
transmission of Covid-19 in Phnom 
Penh is thought to have begun.

Students drive past a private school in Doeum Kor commune of Phnom Penh’s Tuol Kork district on Monday. HENG CHIVOAN

The N8 club where the community transmission of Covid-19 in Phnom Penh is thought to have begun. HENG CHIVOAN 

This assistance will be critical 
to vulnerable families living in 
flood-prone communities [to] 

protect from future shocks



Orm Bunthoeurn

PHNOM Penh municipal 
authorities are distributing 
252,500 cloth face masks to 
the public in 14 districts and 
at 25 market locations after 
obtaining the masks from 
Prime Minister Hun Sen fol-
lowing the outbreak of Covid-
19 community transmission 
in the capital on February 20.  

According to the municipal 
hall, each district received 
10,000 masks and each mar-
ket received 4,500 masks. 

Chbar Ampov district gov-
ernor Cheng Monyra said on 
February 22 that he had met 
with his commune chiefs to 
give advice on using the QR 
Code system for contact trac-
ing and to plan the distribu-
tion of the masks. 

“We announced the use of 
the QR Code technology for 
preventing Covid-19 spread 
and then we distributed the 
masks to commune halls,” 
he said. 

Chbar Ampov I commune 
chief Pov Huot said on Febru-
ary 22 that the commune had 
received 1,000 masks to hand 
out to locals and that the 
commune authorities would 

distribute the masks to poor 
people in particular. 

“The people living in poor 
communities are the main 
target for our distribution of 
the masks. They are living in 
crowded conditions and earn 
very little money,” he said.   

Hort Vanthy, head of the 
management committee for 

Orussey Market in Prampi 
Makara district, said they are 
handing out the masks to all 
market goers and any other 
people near the market, and 
especially to poor people who 
cannot afford to buy masks. 
When handing out the masks 
they also advised people to 
follow preventive measures 

recommended by the Minis-
try of Health.   

“Today, I brought along 
1,200 masks for distribution 
to market goers, moto-dops 
and others. The handy thing 
about them is that these 
masks that the prime minis-
ter gifted to us can be washed 
and used again,” he said.
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Nov Sivutha

KeP provincial governor 
Som Piseth has ordered the 
Damnak Changaur district 
administration to search 
for a group of people who 
have encroached on about 
10ha land in three areas with 
flooded mangrove forests in 
Tuol Sangam village of the 
district’s Angkol commune. 

Piseth told The Post on Febru-
ary 21 that district authorities 
were currently monitoring the 
encroachment sites with help 
from local residents because 
officials could not remain there 
around the clock monitoring it. 

Piseth said the authorities 
had found 195 coconut trees 
planted on 3ha of the en-
croached land, which he says 
shows clear intention by who-
ever planted them to illegally 
occupy it. Authorities uprooted 
the trees and destroyed them. 
They have also removed 11 
concrete fence posts as well.

“We refer to them as crooks or 
opportunists because that’s just 
what they are. The court has 
not yet charged them and they 
come here at night time only, 
like burglars. This kind of thing 
happens a lot. Our officials can’t 
guard these state land 24 hours 
a day,” said Piseth.

According to Piseth, the 
people who cleared the flood-
ed mangrove forest and plant-
ed coconut and banana trees 
there are doing so illegally – no 
matter who they turn out to 
be – because the land cannot 
be occupied by anyone legally 
since it is state land.

“I would like to appeal to all 

people not to imitate these 
opportunistic crooks. Please 
participate in protecting our 
natural resources for future 
generations,” he said.

District police chief Tov So-
vann said that after receiving 
the order, the district gover-
nor and the police forces went 
searching for the encroachers.

“Now, we are working to 
identify the perpetrators and 
on the lookout for them. Dis-
trict authorities have been 
dealing with it,” he said.

ub Sovanchanthorn, Kampot 
and Kep provincial investigator 
for rights group Licadho, said 
he had received some informa-
tion about cases of encroach-
ment on flooded mangrove 
forests for private ownership in 
Angkol commune. 

He welcomed the Kep gov-
ernor’s investigation into the 
encroachment.

“My understanding is that the 
case of those who encroached 
on the flooded mangrove for-
est in Angkol commune does 
not involve ordinary people, it 
is being done by workers hired 
by powerful and rich people. In 
fact, their wealth is what gives 
them these ideas,” Sovanchan-
thorn said.

“If they were ordinary peo-
ple, they couldn’t hope to ever 
succeed in grabbing state land. 
So, if the provincial governor 
takes action and searches for 
the wealthy people behind 
this conspiracy to be pun-
ished according to the law, I 
will applaud that because I do 
not want to see anymore loss 
of mangrove forests in this 
area,” he said.

Continued from page 1

and Kandal province, to remain 
careful and vigilant in carrying 
out preventive measures.

It said that as of February 22, 
there had been 568 recorded 
cases of Covid-19. Ninety-
three patients are receiving 
treatment at five hospitals. 

Prime Minister Hun Sen has 
asked residents of the capital to 
be careful and avoid unneces-
sary travel during the outbreak. 

“Although we have learned of 
some affected sites and closed 
them, we are still not yet certain 
as to the scope of people’s trav-
els from those areas. Therefore, 
it is best if residents stay at 
home. I beg everyone to carry 
out the ‘three protections and 
three don’ts’,” he said.

The ‘three protections’ are 
wearing masks, washing hands 
and maintaining a physical dis-
tance of 1.5m from others. The 
‘three don’ts’ refer to avoiding 
crowded places, enclosed areas 
without ventilation and mak-
ing physical contact.

In a recorded message, Hun 
Sen also announced that Minis-
ter of National Defence Tea banh 
would seek to prepare Preah Ket 
Mealea Hospital and Cho Ray 
Phnom Penh Hospital for treat-
ment of Covid-19 patients. 

“The number of patients has 
increased, burdening public 

hospitals. We must prepare 
military and other hospitals to 
address this problem. We will 
evaluate the suitability of Cho 
Ray Phnom Penh Hospital. We 
need to be careful and fore-
thoughtful in management of 
this situation,” he said.

The Vietnamese embassy in 
Cambodia said on February 22 
that it had been in contact with 
Ton Thanh Tra, director of Cho 
Ray Phnom Penh Hospital, 
reporting that the hospital 
would be honoured to cooper-
ate with the leadership of Cam-
bodia. It also lauded the capa-
bilities of the hospital to ensure 
quality treatment and isolation 
of Covid-19 patients. 

Phnom Penh municipal gov-
ernor Kuong Sreng told The Post 
that the Sokha Hotel security 
guard who had secretly led four 
Chinese women away from their 
quarantine accommodations 
last weekend was being kept in 
quarantine, but it had not yet 
been confirmed whether he had 
been infected. The women later 
tested positive for Covid-19.

He stated that the guard 
would be punished and fined 
in accordance with the law 
and without exception.

“When he finishes the required 
quarantine, we will apply meas-
ures stipulated in the relevant 
sub-decree. He will not get away 
with this,” Sreng said.

Kep authorities search
for forest encroachers 

More hospitals prepped 
for Covid-19 treatement

PM makes donation of 250k masks

Kandal inmates transferred 
to vocational training prison
Khouth Sophak Chakrya 

A GROuP of 100 inmates were 
transferred from Kandal provin-
cial prison to Trapeang Phlong 
prison in Tbong Khmum prov-
ince to receive vocational train-
ing through a rehabilitation 
programme after they have 
served their sentences.

Kandal provincial prison di-
rector Chat Sineang told The 
Post that the transfer of all 100 
inmates, most of them male 
and convicted of theft with ag-
gravating circumstances and 
drug use related offences, took 
place on February 20. 

During the transfer process, 
security was provided by the 
Kandal provincial police and 

prison guards from the Min-
istry of Interior’s General De-
partment of Prisons.

Sineang said: “because 
our prison is small and over-
crowded and lacks rehabilita-
tion training programmes, we 
need to transfer some inmates 
to partner prisons so that they 
have access to training oppor-
tunities in various skills after 
serving their sentences”. 

According to Sineang, Kan-
dal provincial prison current-
ly has more than 700 inmates, 
around 100 of whom are 
women. The prison covers an 
area of a little more than one 
hectare, which is too small 
to expand the facilities to ac-
commodate a rehabilitation 

programme for inmates. 
This is not the first time 

that inmates were trans-
ferred from there to Trapeang 
Phlong prison. 

On February 8, a total of 
100 inmates were transferred 
from Kandal provincial prison 
to the Cardamom Mountains 
Correctional Centre, or M4 
prison, in Pursat province, 
which is modelled after the 
Siem Reap provincial prison 
that is widely considered to 
have the best vocational re-
habilitation programme.

Tbong Khmum provincial 
prison director Phin yan told 
The Post that currently the 
inmates are being held in 
the prison but they are being 

prepared for various training 
programmes based on their 
personal decisions. 

Interior ministry’s General 
Department of Prisons spokes-
man Nuth Savana told The Post 
on February 21 that Trapeang 
Phlong prison has a rehabili-
tation programme for inmates 
convicted of lesser crimes.

“Our prison has many re-
habilitation training pro-
grammes including growing 
vegetables and raising ani-
mals, furniture-making and 
welding for inmates convict-
ed of misdemeanours. 

 “We need a strategic plan to 
establish these programmes in 
all prisons, depending on the 
size of the facility,” he said.

Officers distribute free reusable cloth masks in Phnom Penh. phnom penh municipal administration

A total of 100 prisoners are transferred from Kandal province to Trapeang Phlong prison in Tbong Khmum province on Sunday.  police
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Clean City Day set for feb 27
Lay Samean 

T
He Ministry of Tour-
ism’s National Com-
mittee for Clean City 
ev a l u a t i o n  h a s 

requested capital and provincial 
governors to prepare to raise 
public awareness to celebrate 
the ninth Clean City Day with 
the theme “New Habits for a 
Clean City” on february 27.

The ministry also encour-
aged all provincial governors 
to continue the “Clear out 
plastic bags to clean Cambo-
dia” campaign.

In a notice dated february 1, 
the ministry said that in order to 
successfully celebrate the ninth 
Clean City Day with full partici-
pation from everyone, the Na-
tional Committee for Clean City 
evaluation requested governors 
to organise two programmes. 

The first programme is 
to raise awareness of envi-
ronmental sanitation and 
the importance of having a 
clean city, and the other is the 
clean-up programme itself.

The ministry instructed of-
ficials in charge of the pro-
grammes to use all means at 
their disposal to spread infor-
mation about the ninth Clean 
City day this year and encour-
age public participation. 

Nguon ratanak, the provin-
cial governor of battambang 
which has won the prize of 
three stalks of romduol flow-
er two years in a row now, told 
The Post that he had assigned 
the director of the Department 

of Tourism to raise awareness 
of the National Clean City 
programme this year. 

He said that he regarded en-
vironmental sanitation and 
the clean city programme as 
very useful to society and ap-
pealed to all Cambodians to 
take care of the environment.

“The tourism ministry initi-
ated this programme and it is 
very useful to our country, but 
participation remains lim-
ited. So, we ask that all people 
participate in learning about 
and helping to make our city 
clean. The benefits of a Clean 
City are huge and they have a 
big influence on the economy 
in areas such as attracting 
tourists,” he said.

He also added that battam-

bang residents’ awareness of 
placing rubbish in bins and 
taking care of the environ-
ment is much better than in 
previous years.

“Through these efforts, resi-
dents have learnt more about 
disposing of rubbish in an 
orderly manner. Previously, 
they had just dumped much 
of it wherever, ” ratanak said.

Creal Cambodia founder 
Hour Chhai Ngorn lauded or-
ganisation of the Clean City 
Day programme but request-
ed the ministry to consider 
cooperating with environ-
mentalist youth and include 
their input in its policies. 

“The programme to clean up 
the environment sponsored 
by the state should include 

the voices of environmentalist 
youth because their participa-
tion is important. 

“Policymakers at the na-
tional level will determine the 
guiding principles, but local 
groups such as youth envi-
ronmental activist organisa-
tions are the ones who carry 
out the real work,” he said.

“Three years ago, we edu-
cated many people carrying 
out this clean-up work direct-
ly. This year, we organised a 
programme to clean the envi-
ronment gradually over a full 
year. It is a big project. at least 
10 million people will receive 
information about it,” he said.

Chhai Ngorn continued that 
the education programme 
had three categories. The 
first is direct education about 
cleaning up the environment, 
the second is indirect educa-
tion on social media through 
short stories and the third is 
education in schools. 

He said that if you educate 
children about the environ-
ment at school, they will of-
ten go home and educate 
their parents in turn.

The tourism ministry in-
structed all governors to put 
up banners along the streets 
celebrating National Clean 
City Day with environmental 
education messages in leaflets 
to be handed out to the public. 

authorities must also pre-
pare baskets, bags, dustbins, 
gloves and other materials 
for volunteers to use to help 
clean up the city that day.

Workers hose down Monivong Blvd in Phnom Penh’s Boeung Keng Kang 
district last month. HENG CHIVOAN

Orm Bunthoeurn

THe Ministry of Tourism has in-
structed associations involved 
with the tourism industry, tour 
operators and all stakeholders 
to use the Telegram bOT tourist 
registration system for tourism 
services across the country to 
prevent the spread of Covid-19. 

The tourism ministry’s cir-
cular, dated January 22 and 
obtained by The Post on feb-
ruary 22, states that Ministry 
of Health guidelines to prevent 
the spread of Covid-19 require 
all businesses to facilitate con-
tact tracing of those who have 
direct or indirect exposure to a 
Covid-19 patient.

“all tourism service busi-
nesses nationwide are obli-
gated to use the Telegram bOT 
tourist registration system 
that has been established by 
the ministry. They also must 
cooperate with to promote its 
use among their members,” 
the circular stated.

The tourism ministry’s circu-
lar confirmed that all tourism 
service businesses in the King-
dom must display a Telegram 
bOT tourist registration system 
sticker at the entrance of their 
business or someplace where 
it is easy for tourists to access.

Municipal-Provincial Depart-
ments of Tourism also have a 
duty to cooperate with the oth-
er departments of their munic-
ipal-provincial administrations 
to promote and monitor the 
implementation of this system 
in their areas of responsibility.

“Municipal-provincial tour-
ism departments and associa-
tions in the tourism industry 
must make ongoing reports 
regarding implementation of 
this system within the tourism 
sector to the ministry no later 
than the second week of each 
month,” the circular said.

Let’s Go Travel Managing 
Director Noch Sophuong said 
the tourism ministry’s guid-
ance was a good way to facili-
tate the collection of tourist 
data. but she noted that the 
ministry’s announcement was 
not yet widely known about. 
Some travel agents remained 
unaware of these instructions.

“I have requested that the 
ministry make this informa-
tion widespread by posting it 
on social media with instruc-
tions in a timely manner. If 
someone doesn’t regularly 
check the ministry’s website, 
they won’t know this informa-
tion,” said Sophuong.

However, Ministry of Tour-
ism spokesman Top Sopheak 
said that the use of the new 
system was not difficult as 
one just accesses the Telegram 
app and joins the group. 

“you just log in to Telegram 
and type the words “MOT 
customer information”, then 
click on “Join”, the same as 
when we join a public group.The 
ministry has already 
conducted an in troductory 
workshop once already, and 
recently the ministry posted 
on facebook about how to use 
this system too,” said Sopheak.

Ministry opens system 
for tourist registration
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,880 16,900 16,900 16,740

2 GTI 3,280 3,280 3,280 3,280

3 PAS 13,420 13,480 13,480 13,360

4 PEPC 2,940 2,980 2,980 2,940

5 PPAP 11,940 11,940 11,940 11,940

6 PPSP 1,550 1,530 1,550 1,530

7 PWSA 6,060 6,060 6,060 6,000

Date: February 22, 2021

Kingdom, VN hash over trade issues
Thou Vireak

C
aMbODIa and Viet-
nam on february 
19 made inroads on 
a handful of cross-

border trade issues amid 
Covid-19, with Hanoi given 
the privilege to set a concrete 
date for the official opening 
of the long-awaited Prey Vor-
binh Hiep international bor-
der checkpoint in southern 
Svay rieng province.

Chhieng Pich, director of 
the Ministry of Public Works 
and Transport’s General De-
partment of Logistics, led a 
discussion meeting via vid-
eo link on improving trans-
port across the border with 
Vietnam, especially Svay 
rieng’s bavet-Moc bai and 
Prey Vor-binh Hiep interna-
tional border checkpoints.

Pich said via social media 
that the meeting tasked a re-
cently-formed joint working 
group to review and finalise a 
memorandum on lorry quo-
tas in each direction across 
the border. He stressed that 
the quotas in either direc-
tion should match.

“Cambodia and Vietnam 
have been working closely to 
find ways, to find solutions 
that improve cross-border 
transport between the two 
countries – by reducing 
congestion at international 
checkpoints and further in-
creasing the number of cross-

border lorries – and aim to 
boost economic growth in 
both nations,” he said.

Pich asked the Vietnamese 
side to set two key dates – one 
for a first meeting between 
the Kingdom’s joint working 
group and its counterpart in 
Vietnam, and another for the 
unveiling of the Prey Vor-binh 
Hiep international border 
checkpoint in Prey Vor village.

With a name that means 
“vine forest”, Prey Vor is 
in Kampong ro district’s 
Thmey commune and is a 
50km drive southwest of 
bavet town. bavet is the 
province’s number two ur-
ban centre and home to its 

main border gate (with Moc 
bai), which is often chock-
full of container lorries.

Pich said: “In response, 
the Vietnamese side is ready 
to officially open the Prey 
Vor-binh Hiep internation-
al border checkpoint, but 
the issue of Covid-19 has 
hampered those plans. Still, 
both sides are committed to 
pushing for the inaugura-
tion as soon as possible.”

Logistics business asso-
ciation (LOba) president 
Chea Chandara noted that 
Vietnam has implemented 
stricter measures on goods 
transport via the bavet-
Moc bai checkpoint during 

the pandemic, fuelling in-
creased congestion.

“Vietnamese customs in-
spect all items and opens 
every container. These [mea-
sures] are even more strin-
gent than before the Covid-19 
outbreak. Seeing that goods 
were really jam-packed at 
the border, a plethora of our 
transport companies divert-
ed goods traffic to the Prey 
Vor-binh Hiep international 
checkpoint,” he said.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president 
Lim Heng told The Post that 
cross-border trade between 
the two countries persists, 
if only a bit restrained from 

Covid-19 restrictions.
“This discussion is splen-

did news for the private sec-
tor and could lead to a facili-
tation of goods flow. We also 
want to resolve such issues 
with the Thai side,” he said.

To date, Vietnam has 184 
ongoing registered projects 
in Cambodia with a total 
capital investment of $2.76 
billion, ranking third out of 
78 countries and territories 
after russia and Laos, ac-
cording to the official face-
book page of the Vietnamese 
embassy in Cambodia.

between 2015 and now, an 
average of 10 projects have 
been approved each year with 
total capital investment of 
between $30 and $70 million, 
mostly in agriculture, bank-
ing and telecommunications, 
according to the embassy.

according to Vietnam’s VTV1 
television channel, Cambo-
dia-Vietnam trade value will 
reach about $5 billion last 
year, which is similar to 2019.

Trade between the two 
countries was worth nearly 
$5.3 billion in 2019, up 11 per 
cent from 2018, according to 
Vietnamese ambassador to 
Cambodia Vu Quang Minh.

and the embassy said Cam-
bodia mainly exported paddy, 
milled rice, cashew nuts, nat-
ural rubber, tobacco leaves 
and bananas to Vietnam, and 
imported steel, oil, vegetables, 
fruits and fertilisers.

Tyre factory rolls out hopes for rubber sector
May Kunmakara

THe Council for the Development of 
Cambodia has approved a final reg-
istration certificate for Cart Tire Co 
Ltd’s $15 million tyre factory in QiLu 
bavet Special economic Zone in Svay 
rieng province’s bavet town.

General Directorate of rubber direc-
tor-general Pol Sopha welcomed the 
project, saying it will absorb a great 
deal of the Kingdom’s unprocessed 
rubber, which is mostly exported.

“a tyre factory in the country is won-
derful news,” he said. “We’ve been advo-
cating for growth in the rubber industry 
and have invited investors to capture a 
slice of the industry pie and process our 
rubber into various finished tyres.

“Cart Tire setting up shop here will 
not only lead to increased purchases 
of domestic raw natural rubber, but 

to greater value-added, to job crea-
tion and the reduction of vehicle tyre 
imports and capital outflows.

“establishment of the tyre factory in 
the country will stabilise the domestic 
price of rubber and curb its reliance on 
prices in other countries,” he said.

according to Sopha, Cambodia 
exported around 350,000 tonnes of 
natural rubber latex, with Vietnam, 
Malaysia, China and Singapore as 
notable destinations.

He said the average free-on-board 
(fOb) price for natural rubber at the 
Port of Ho Chi Minh City in Vietnam 
now stands at $1,800 per tonne.

Plantation owner Heng Sreng told 
The Post in October that the price was 
$1,500 then, while another industry 
insider Men Sopheak said it was 
$1,400 in November 2019.

The total rubber plantation area in 

Cambodia remains around 400,000ha, 
Sopha said. This includes trees that 
are tapped for latex, or categorised 
by the directorate as “under mainte-
nance”, meaning that they are in their 
immature phase and have yet to 
deliver a first harvest.

The Post could not ascertain Cart 
Tire’s contact details to seek com-
ment regarding the type of tyres to be 
produced, the target market (domes-
tic or foreign) or further information 
concerning the investment.

according to the data from the 
Ministry of economy and finance’s 
General Department of Customs and 
excise, Cambodia imported some 
414,725 vehicles worth $634.98 mil-
lion in the first half of last year.

broken down by category, Cambo-
dia imported 180,590 motorbikes 
worth $99 million, 192,397 bicycles 

worth $4.35 million and 25,483 cars 
worth $280.65 million.

It imported 1,212 vehicles for 10 or 
more passengers worth $17.448 mil-
lion, 13,812 freight vehicles worth 
$194.47 million and 1,231 other vehi-
cles worth $35.84 million.

The Post could not obtain the 
equivalent figures for the first half of 
2019, but Cambodia imported 
1,124,210 vehicles worth $1.882 bil-
lion for the whole year 2019.

broken down by category, the King-
dom imported 511,434 motorbikes 
worth $278.28 million, 466,112 bicy-
cles worth $10.4 million and 95,067 
cars worth $827.44 million.

It imported 7,998 vehicles for 10 or 
more passengers worth $112.75 mil-
lion, 39,008 freight vehicles worth 
$542.2 million and 4,591 other vehi-
cles worth $110.78 million.

The Bavet-Moc Bai international border checkpoint is the largest such gate in Svay Rieng province. hEAN RANGSEY

fTa set to give 
Cambodian 
goods a hand
Continued from page 1

and what global market demand 
remains unfulfilled, he said.

“We have major agricultural commod-
ities, including vegetables, fruits, grains, 
live animals, meat, et cetera, which are 
our targets for export to the Chinese mar-
ket, as these products are taxed at zero 
through the CCfTa,” Sovicheat said.

He stressed the untapped potential 
of Cambodian goods on the interna-
tional market, highlighting footwear, 
clothing and travel products.

CCC’s Heng said the materialisation 
of the CCfTa would further enhance 
the trade and investment flows from 
China to Cambodia this year.

“The fTa with China will be of service 
in our expansion of production capac-
ity and foster more exports of agricul-
tural products. We’ll get to see investment 
inflows from China into the food 
processing sector – and that bodes really 
well for the agricultural sector,” he said.

as China and the uS remain enrap-
tured in an ongoing trade war with no 
apparent end in sight, the Kingdom is 
well-positioned to capitalise on and 
redirect investment flows into Cam-
bodian exports and away from the two 
economic powerhouses, he said.

and these exports could potentially 
end up in China and the uS, he added.

“The way I see it, we’ll see added 
investment inflows from this year on, 
not only from China but also from 
other countries.

“Now, a great many countries – 
including Cambodia – have rolled out 
Covid-19 vaccination drives and this 
will be conducive for Cambodia to 
attract more investment,” Heng said.

The Kingdom’s total exports 
reached $16 billion last year, marking 
an increase of more than 14 per cent 
over 2019, Prime Minister Hun Sen 
told a live press briefing on Decem-
ber 29, citing preliminary data.

but bilateral trade value with other 
countries stood at $32 billion, he said. 
This is down from $36.7 billion in 
2019, according to National bank of 
Cambodia (NbC) figures.

The prime minister noted that 
exports of seven of the Kingdom’s key 
cash crops clocked in at $3.881 billion. 
Milled rice accounted for 675,000 
tonnes worth $514 million, up 11.11 
per cent year-on-year in value.

Shipments of cassava, cashew nuts, 
mango, yellow bananas and Pailin lon-
gan weighed in at seven million tonnes, 
218,884 tonnes, 850,000 tonnes, 313 
tonnes and 174 tonnes, respectively, val-
ued at “more than $1 billion”, $288 mil-
lion, $473 million, $551 million and $57 
million. Meanwhile, peppercorn exports 
were worth $25 million, he said.

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,076 1.2636 6.4652 105.64 4.0425 1.3236 30.05 0.7871 1.2104 1.4012



T
HE world is undergo-
ing an unprecedented 
dearth of microchips 
needed for a wide 

spectrum of everyday gadgets 
from gaming consoles, smart-
phones, tablets and home 
appliances to TVs, as well as 
automobiles that are increas-
ingly being electrified.

The current chip short-
age appears to be the conse-
quence of multiple global is-
sues including the prolonging 
Sino-US trade dispute, Covid-
19 pandemic and natural di-
sasters occurring in regions 
with large semiconductor 
production facilities.

Last week, nearly a hun-
dred engineers at South Ko-
rea’s Samsung Electronics Co 
Ltd and its semiconductor 
contractors flew to Austin, 
Texas to support restarting 
the company’s chip factory in 
the US city, which suddenly 
stopped all of its operations 
from February 16 due to a 
power shortage.

A number of industrial fac-
tories, including the South 
Korean chipmaker as well as 
Netherlands’ NXP and Ger-
many’s Infineon in Texas, 
have stopped operations in 
the wake of the power cut 
emergency triggered by a win-
ter storm for the first time.

Samsung’s Austin factory 
raised 3.91 trillion won ($3.54 
billion) in sales last year, 
churning out chips for US 
customers. The daily aver-
age sales are estimated to be 

around 10 billion won.
Since it is the first time for 

Samsung to shut down its 
chip factory completely due 
to the power outage, the Ko-
rean company had to dis-
patch its workforce to exam-
ine the impact on equipment 
and to restart the operation 
from scratch.

“It is an unprecedented 
event at any of Samsung’s 
chip plants,” said a Samsung 
official. “The company is in 
the process of dispatching 
engineers to help normalise 
the plant for smooth produc-
tion of chips afterwards.”

Austin’s power company 
Austin Energy had initially 
notified Samsung of a three-
day power outage, but the 
company has not yet been in-
formed on power supply.

Considering that it takes 
several days to fully restart the 
semiconductor equipment, 
the Samsung plant could re-
turn to normal operations 
later this week.

Samsung’s daily losses could 
snowball to about 100 billion 
won if the plant is shuttered 
for 10 days.

The stoppage at major chip 
production facilities in the US 
state of Texas is expected to 
compound the current chip 
shortage problem in the au-
tomobile industry.

Since late last month, glob-
al automakers have curtailed 
or suspended production of 
a number of vehicles as they 
struggled to secure electronic 

components needed for cars, 
such as sensors, micropro-
cessors for infotainment and 
communications chips.

The automakers and auto 
parts suppliers have called on 
the chips industry to increase 
production of auto chips.

Last year, chipmakers ex-
panded chip supplies for 
electronics manufacturers as 
demand for gadgets surged 
owing to the growth of contact-
less services like telemedicine 
and remote learning under the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Chip mar-
gins from electronic devices 
are higher than for auto parts.

Natural disasters are becom-
ing a major factor worsening 
the global chip shortage.

Japan’s automotive chip-
maker Renesas Electronics 
Corp had to stop its produc-
tion in Fukushima from Feb-
ruary 13-16 due to the recent 
earthquake there.

The Japanese chipmaker is 
expected to resume produc-
tion this week, but it would take 
more time to return to its full 
capacity, industry watchers say. 
Chip material suppliers there 
also suspended operations.

Taiwan Semiconductor Man-
ufacturing Co Ltd (TSMC), the 

absolute leader in the global 
foundry market, is at risk of 
suffering a water shortage as 
authorities demand cutting 
the use of industrial water.

“Such water shortage con-
cerns could affect production 
of integrated circuits and dis-
play panels,” a Taiwanese me-
dia organisation reported.

Some point out that the cur-
rent chip shortage is also attrib-
utable to stockpiling by China’s 
Huawei Technologies Co Ltd.

Last year, before the US trade 
sanctions on Huawei took ef-
fect, the Chinese tech giant 
snapped up large volumes of 

chips from companies like 
Samsung and SK hynix Inc.

Neil Mawston, executive 
director at consultancy Strat-
egy Analytics, said: “A perfect 
storm of coronavirus chaos, 
trade-war stockpiling, and a 
paradigm shift in work-from-
home devices is causing the 
chip squeeze.

“Anything with a chip is af-
fected – cars, smartphones, 
games consoles, tablets and 
laptops. Electronic gadgets 
and cars will be in shorter 
supply or more expensive 
throughout 2021,” he said, ac-
cording to a report by Agence 
France Presse.

The current supply short-
age will lead to price increas-
es, market observers say. 

Market researcher Trend-
Force said in a report that 
the Texas power outage could 
prompt prices of NAND Flash 
and SSD controller ICs to rise 
as Samsung’s Austin plant has 
been producing the prod-
ucts on the 14-40 nanometre 
process node at Line S2. But 
Samsung was prepared for 
an emergency, the researcher 
noted.

The report said: “Despite the 
blackout’s relatively low impact 
on NAND Flash/SSD controller 
manufacturing, SSD purchas-
ers, including the aforemen-
tioned PC OEMs and CSPs, 
may potentially accept a price 
hike during the negotiation 
process due to their urgency in 
procuring additional SSDs.” THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Chip shortage to worsen amid global issues

The current chip shortage appears to be the consequence of multiple global issues including the prolonging 
Sino-US trade dispute, Covid-19 pandemic and natural disasters occurring in regions with large semiconductor 
production facilities. pIXABAY



Thou Vireak

N
EW YORK Stock 
Exchange- (NYSE) 
listed hotel fran-
chiser Wyndham 

Hotels & Resorts Inc (WH) 
has opened its first hotel in 
the Kingdom – the Howard 
Johnson Plaza by Wyndham 
Blue Bay Sihanoukville, WH 
said in a February 18 press 
release.

WH said the new 36-storey 
property in Sihanoukville’s 
Ekareach beach marks the de-
but of the Howard Johnson by 
Wyndham (Howard Johnson) 
chain in Southeast Asia and 
follows successful openings 
in China and South Korea.

There are more than 320 
Howard Johnson hotels 
globally – in the Americas 
and Asia, it said. WH’s other 
brands include AmericInn, 
Baymont, Days Inn, Dazzler, 
Dolce, Esplendor, Hawthorn, 
La Quinta, Microtel, Ramada, 
Super 8, Trademark, Travelo-
dge, TRYP, Wingate, Wynd-

ham, Wyndham Garden, 
Wyndham Grand.

The 522-room hotel is the 
latest addition to WH’ port-
folio of more than 1,500 ho-
tels across the Asia-Pacific 
and 8,900 hotels in nearly 95 
countries in all continents 
save Antarctica, it added.

WH Asia-Pacific president 
Joon Aun Ooi said in the press 
release: “We are delighted to 
celebrate [WH’s] entry into 
Cambodia.

“Across [the Asia-Pacific], we 
are committed to growing our 
portfolio in amazing destina-
tions – such as Sihanoukville – 
and we are confident that the 
hotel’s prime location by the 
beach, along with its excellent 
amenities, will make it one of 
the most desirable places to 
stay in the city.

“This is an incredible mile-
stone opening for [WH] and 
we look forward to continu-
ing our strong growth mo-
mentum. Through our ro-
bust pipeline of franchise 
and management contracts 

across the region, we antici-
pate more than 100 openings 
in Southeast Asia in the next 
three-to-five years.

“This will further strength-
en our value proposition for 
Wyndham Rewards members 
as well as that for our owners 
and partners.”

WH noted that the hotel is 
located just 26km away from 
Sihanouk International Air-
port, while Phnom Penh is 
225km to the northeast.

Preah Sihanouk Provincial 
Administration spokesman 
Kheang Phearum told The 
Post that he had not heard the 
particulars about the invest-
ment project, but extended a 
cordial welcome to potential 
local and international inves-
tors in the province.

“This is good news, it is a 
sign that Sihanoukville is still 
a multi-sectoral investment 
destination,” he said.

Ho Vandy, an adviser to the 
Cambodia Tourism Associa-
tion, noted that substantial 
opportunity has been un-

locked in the Preah Sihanouk 
provincial capital of Siha-
noukville for international in-
vestors over the last five years, 
especially the Chinese.

“Sihanoukville is emerg-
ing not only as a town that 
entices tourists, but also as a 
potential investment destina-
tion in Cambodia. I imagine 
it’ll become a more appealing 
choice for local and foreign 
tourists,” he said.

The Ministry of Land Man-
agement, Urban Planning 
and Construction in 2019 
approved 4,446 construction 
projects (up 55.07 per cent 
from 2,867 in 2018), worth 
some $9.353 billion (up 78.88 
per cent from $5.228 billion 
in 2018), on a total area of 
18.54 million sqm (up 62 per 
cent from 11.42 million sqm 
in 2018).

On the NYSE, WH’s share 
price rose $3.25 or 5.40 per 
cent to close at $63.49 on Feb-
ruary 19 for a market capitali-
sation of $5.92 billion, with 
969,247 shares traded.
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Howard Johnson opens in S’ville

Thailand contemplates 
allowing cryptocurrency 
use in tourism industry
THE Tourism Authority of 
Thailand (TAT) plans to draw 
digital asset holders from 
Japan to Thailand, and allow 
cryptocurrency to be used in 
the tourism sector.

TAT governor Yuthasak Supa-
sorn said he had discussed this 
idea with the Technology Pro-
motion Association (Thailand-
Japan). He explained that this 
strategy would serve the growth 
of cryptocurrency in the future, 
as well as the usage of technol-
ogy in tourism business in the 
post-coronavirus era.

“If this idea is successful, 
Thailand will be one of the 
countries where cryptocur-
rency can be spent in the tour-
ism sector,” Yuthasak said.

The governor added that 
Japanese people were the 
world’s top bitcoin holders 
with 11 per cent of holdings.

He said cryptocurrency was 
popular among young people 
in Japan. Some hotels and res-

taurants have grown by receiv-
ing the digital asset.

Yuthasak also claimed that 
South African entrepreneur 
Elon Musk would visit Thai-
land in the post-coronavirus 
era, if cryptocurrency could be 
used in Thailand.

He added that TAT was now 
focused on “the big fish in the 
market”, and cryptocurrency 
was one of them. The crypto-
currency tourist idea will be 
discussed with restaurant and 
hotel entrepreneurs, as well as 
the Bank of Thailand.

He said there was awareness 
of malafide elements taking 
advantage of the use of crypto-
currency in Thailand to act in 
illegal ways.

Bitcoin fell back to around 
$52,952 at 1330 GMT on Febru-
ary 22, after breaking another 
record of $58,332.36 at the week-
end and passing $1 trillion in 
market capitalisation. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The Howard Johnson Plaza by Wyndham Blue Bay Sihanoukville on Sihanoukville’s Ekareach beach. SUPPLIED

Bitcoin fell back to around $52,952 at 1330 GMT on February 22, after 
breaking another record of $58,332.36 at the weekend and passing $1 
trillion in market capitalisation. PIXABAY

Posco makes alloy to 
cut sulphur emission
POSCO has succeeded in 
developing core materials 
used in desulphurisation facil-
ities at industrial plants, South 
Korea’s largest steelmaker said 
on February 21.

The company said it has 
developed three types of high-
alloy stainless steel that can be 
used to make absorbers, gas-
gas heaters and zero liquid 
discharge equipment, all of 
which can help cut sulphur 
oxide emissions in industrial 
plants such as steel plants, oil 
refineries and thermoelectric 

power plants.
The new types of steel are 

specially designed to with-
stand corrosion under harsh 
conditions, the steelmaker 
explained.

Because it is difficult to pro-
duce, and there was not as 
much demand in South Korea 
in the past, all of the materials 
for desulphurisation facilities 
were previously imported.

But with growing demand 

for environmentally friendly 
facilities, Posco said it listened 
to requests from the local 
industry to come up with 
materials to replace imported 
ones.

Posco chose to create its own 
materials as an alternative to 
the imports, and its products 
turned out more competitive 
in terms of production costs 
and delivery times.

“Not only will Posco’s new 
materials offer the benefit of 
localising the imported mate-
rials, but we also anticipate 

that we will support the growth 
of Korea’s industrial competi-
tiveness in the material parts 
industry,” Posco said.

Posco said its high-alloy stain-
less steels have been under 
development for about two 
years, have undergone field tests 
to prove their high quality, and 
have recently been supplied to a 
desulphurisation facility pro-
ducer in the country. THE KOREA 

HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

we also anticipate that we will 
support the growth of Korea’s 
industrial competitiveness in 

the material parts industry
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In Its 11th year of providing 
charitable assistance in the con-
struction sector, the Lighthouse 
Club Cambodia enjoyed a record 

fundraising event at Royal Cambodia 
Phnom Penh Golf Club on February 13. 

more than 60 players took part in 
the 6th Annual Charity Golf Day, 
making this year the largest 
event so far, with the money 
raised set to support 10 
students through a year of 
construction-related educa-
tion, covering tuition and 
living costs. 

started in the UK in 
1956, the Lighthouse Club 
charitable organisation has ex-
panded to more than 30 branches 
across the world. the Phnom Penh 
branch was established in 2010 and 
now has more than 100 members. 

since its inception, the princi-
pal aims of the club have been to 

support less well-off young Cambo-
dians through education, help injured 
construction workers and promote 
good fellowship and cooperation 
among its members, said Lighthouse 
co-chairman Kerr thomson.

“the Lighthouse Club Cambodia 
has now financially supported more 
than 50 students who have either 
completed or are currently study-
ing for their university degrees in 
construction-related subjects. All 

have gone on to gain 
employment within the 
construction industry. 

“We have also 
provided financial as-
sistance to the families of 

a number of construction 
workers who have been 

badly injured on 
building sites.

“the Light-
house Club 
Cambodia’s 
funds come 
from events 

such as the 
Annual Golf 

Day and net-
working evenings. 
these also provide 
a great opportu-
nity for members 
of the construc-

tion and related industries in Cambodia 
to further their business connections 
and contacts.

“the club would like to thank the 
many sponsors of this event, including 
Evermore – the main event spon-
sor – Chip mong/Khmer Beverages, 
Hongkong Land, Knight Frank, COVA, 
soksiphana and Associates, Coldwell 
Banker, CBRE and many more,”  
thomson said.

Chhom Chhy, from Preah Vihear 
Province – who studied Electrical 
Engineering at the national technical 
training Institute (nttI) – is one such 
young Cambodian now enjoying a re-
warding career in construction thanks 
to Lighthouse Club Cambodia.

“I highly appreciate the support 
I received from the Lighthouse Club 
that helped me for the duration of my 
university studies, assisting me with 
the payment of my tuition fees and 
providing a monthly living allowance. 
now I work at COVA thinking as an 
electrical engineer.

“Without Lighthouse Club support I 
would not have been able to continue 
with my studies, and I would probably 
now be working on the farm in my 
homeland with my family. 

“I hope that the Lighthouse Club will 
be able to continue supporting under-
privileged students so they, like me, will 
have the opportunity to continue their 
university studies,” the 26 year-old said.

the Lighthouse Club Cambodia An-
nual Golf Day attracted players from 
many major entities in the Cambodian 
construction sector, such as michael 
Freeman, vice-president contracting at 
innovative engineering solutions pro-
vider Comin Khmere, which sponsored 
the first hole.

“Comin Khmere has been in Cam-
bodia for some 30 years, and we have 
sponsored the Lighthouse Club Golf Day 
every year since the first back in 2014.  

“We have sponsored a variety of 
Lighthouse events, and we are happy 
to associate our brand with the type of 
work Lighthouse carries out in the sec-
tor – trying to improve industry stan-
dards, improve education and giving 
more young Cambodian people access 
to entering the construction industry as 
engineers and architects, for example.

“We place a big focus on support-
ing young people through education 
to enter the construction industry. We 
do a lot of internship programmes and 
work with all the training schools, so it 
is natural that we would support Light-
house Club – plus I’m a keen golfer!

“We take on engineers sponsored by 
Lighthouse as it is part of the Comin 
ethos to bring more and more Cam-
bodians into our organisation as the 
Kingdom develops,” Freeman said.

And Lighthouse events manager 
Brenden mcnally said Lighthouse was 
eager to transform the lives of even 
more less well-off young Cambodians.

“All of our supported students have 
successfully completed their construc-
tion-related degrees, and all have gone 
on to gain employment within the 
construction industry.

“We currently have a number of 
former students working at interna-
tional construction firms based in 
Cambodia. We have two who are pres-
ently working for COVA, the leading 
multi-disciplinary design engineering 
and quantity surveying and project 
management consultancy, for example. 

“We are looking at also providing  
assistance for students who wish to 
study vocational courses as well as 
university degrees.

“And while we are pleased with 
what we have achieved in such a short 
time, we really want more people to 
take advantage of the educational  
support we provide. 

“Contacting Lighthouse Club 
Cambodia will be the first step towards 
a rewarding career in construction,” 
mcnally said. 

Students interested in joining  
the Lighthouse Club Cambodia’s  
scholarship programme, or individuals 
or companies who would like to  
join Lighthouse and help develop  
the future of the Kingdom’s  
construction sector, should contact:  
admin@lighthouseclubcambodia.org.

Lighthouse out to build on 
successful assistance drives

More than 60 players took part in the 6th Annual Charity Golf Day earlier this month. hong menea  Chhom Chhy now works at COVA. SUpplIed  

Events such as the Annual Golf Day and networking evenings fund the Lighthouse Club Cambodia’s charitable programmes. hong menea Sorn Somnang studied Civil Engineering. SUpplIed

The Lighthouse Club has financially supported more than 50 students. SUpplIed 

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus construction

The lighthouse Club has helped 
dozens of young Cambodians go  
on to enjoy rewarding careers in 
construction – and it is looking  
to transform even more lives.



World

10 THE PHNOM PENH POST  february  23, 2021  WWW.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

eu set to agree sanctions over russia, 
Myanmar crackdowns at feb 22 meet
e

u foreign ministers 
were expected on feb-
ruary 22 to approve 
sanctions against 

those behind russia’s crack-
down on Kremlin critic alexei 
navalny and his supporters, 
as well as those responsible for 
the coup in Myanmar.

The top diplomats from the 
27-nation bloc meet in brussels 
for talks that will also include a 
wide-ranging videoconference 
with new uS Secretary of State 
antony blinken.

but it will be responses to 
a raft of abuses in various re-
gions that will dominate, with 
Venezuelan authorities also 
in the crosshairs over widely-
criticised elections last year.

The move to target the Krem-
lin comes two weeks after eu 
foreign policy chief Josep bor-
rell was caught in a diplomatic 
ambush in Moscow that en-
raged member states.

Capitals are eyeing using the 
eu’s new human rights sanc-
tions regime for the first time 
to hit individuals responsible 
for the clampdown with asset 
freezes and visa bans, diplo-
mats said.

a senior european diplo-
mat said: “i expect a political 
agreement to be reached.

“Then experts from the 
member states should work 
on the names.”

Waves of sanctions
Late on february 21, two of 

navalny’s closest allies met in 
brussels with eight eu foreign 
ministers and several eu am-
bassadors ahead of february 
22’s meeting.

Leonid Volkov, one of the al-
lies, said they “talked about 
targeted personal sanctions 
against Putin’s closest allies and 
people who are guilty of major 
human rights violations”.

but european diplomats 
say only those directly impli-

cated in russia’s treatment of 
navalny can be targeted be-
cause the list needs to stand 
up to any challenge in court.

The february 21 meeting was 
organised by Lithuania, whose 
foreign minister, gabrielius 
Landsbergis, did not identify 
the other eu participants.

“The biggest hope for to-
morrow [february 22] is that 
we will make a unanimous 
decision about the list” of 
people to be sanctioned, 
Landsbergis said.

The mood towards Moscow 
has hardened in the wake 
of borrell’s disastrous trip to 
russia, during which Moscow 

announced the expulsion of 
three european diplomats and 
rebuffed talk of cooperation.

The eu has already hit rus-
sia with waves of sanctions 
over the 2014 annexation of 
Crimea and Moscow’s fuel-
ling of the war in ukraine.

The bloc in october slapped 
six officials on a blacklist over 
the poisoning of navalny with 
novichok, a nerve agent.

President Vladimir Putin’s 
most prominent domestic 
critic was this month jailed 
for almost three years after 
returning to russia following 
treatment in germany.

His sentencing sparked na-

tionwide protests that saw 
baton-wielding security forc-
es detain thousands.

The eu also appears to be 
gearing up to hit Myanmar’s 
military with targeted punish-
ment after it seized power this 
month and launched an in-
creasingly deadly bid to crush 
protests.

borrell on february 20 con-
demned the violence against 
peaceful rallies after two dem-
onstrators were killed and said 
eu foreign ministers would 
“take appropriate decisions”.

a senior eu official said 
february 22’s meeting would 
adopt conclusions that “fore-

see maybe to take some par-
ticular measures on some of 
the members of the military”.

in addition to those mea-
sures, the official said min-
isters were expected to place 
some 30 members of Venezu-
elan President nicolas Ma-
duro’s regime on a blacklist.

The listings would target those 
involved in December elections 
the eu refused to recognise and 
broader human rights abuses, 
the official said.

Ministers are also set to dis-
cuss China’s crackdown on 
Hong Kong and see if the eu 
needs to beef up its response as 
beijing tightens it grip. afp

iaea: ‘Temporary solution’ found ahead of iran nuke deadline

Sino-india  
pull-back 
from lake 
area done

THe head of the un’s nuclear watch-
dog on february 21 said a three-
month “temporary solution” had 

been found to allow the agency’s 
monitoring in iran to continue, 
although its level of access will be 

limited from february 23.
“What we agreed is something that 

is viable – it is useful to bridge this 
gap that we are having now, it sal-
vages the situation now,” rafael 
grossi, head of the Vienna-based 
international atomic energy agency 
(iaea), told reporters after flying 
back from talks in Tehran. 

iran’s conservative-dominated par-
liament passed a law in December 
demanding the country suspend 
some inspections if the uS failed to 
lift sanctions.

The law is due to go into effect on 
february 23.

“This law exists, this law is going to 
be applied, which means that the addi-
tional Protocol, much to my regret, is 
going to be suspended,” grossi said, 
referring to one of the agreements 
between iran and the iaea under 
which inspections take place.

“There is less access, let’s face it. 
but still we were able to retain the 
necessary degree of monitoring and 
verification work,” he said, describ-
ing the new arrangement as “a tem-
porary technical understanding”.

grossi did not give details of pre-
cisely which activities the iaea 
would no longer be able to do but 
confirmed that the number of 
inspectors in iran would not be 
reduced and that snap inspections 
could continue under the tempo-
rary arrangement.

The new “understanding” will how-
ever be kept under constant review 
and can be suspended at any time.

grossi’s visit to Tehran came 
amid stepped-up efforts between 
uS President Joe biden’s adminis-
tration, european powers and iran 
to salvage the 2015 nuclear deal 
that has been on the brink of col-

lapse since Donald Trump with-
drew from it.

grossi described february 21’s 
agreement as “a good result . . . a rea-
sonable result” following “very, very 
intensive consultations” with ira-
nian officials.

He was speaking after two days of 
meetings in the iranian capital dur-
ing which he met foreign minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif and iran 
atomic energy organisation head ali 
akbar Salehi.

grossi said his hope in going to 
Tehran was “to stabilise a situation 
which was very unstable”.

“i think this technical understand-
ing does it so that other political dis-
cussions at other levels can take 
place, and most importantly we can 
avoid a situation in which we would 
have been, in practical terms, flying 
blind,” he added. afp

inDia on february 21 said its 
troops, along with their Chi-
nese counterparts, had com-
pleted a pullback from a dis-
puted part of their Himalayan 
border after months of height-
ened tensions.

The nuclear-armed neigh-
bours fought a border war in 
1962 and have long accused each 
other of seeking to cross their 
frontier – which has never been 
properly agreed – in india’s Lada-
kh region, just opposite Tibet.

The latest flare-up turned 
deadly in mid-June last year 
when 20 indian soldiers were 
killed in a border battle in the 
strategically important gal-
wan river valley in Ladakh. 
beijing on february 19 said 
four of its soldiers had died in 
the clash, its first confirmation 
of Chinese fatalities.

after nine rounds of high-
level military talks which have 
been held since the June clash, 
india’s defence minister 
rajnath Singh last week said 
both sides agreed to disengage 
from the Pangong Lake area.

india’s defence ministry said 
in a joint statement with bei-
jing that during the 10th round 
of talks on february 20, “the 
two sides positively appraised 
the smooth completion of dis-
engagement of frontline troops 
in the Pangong Lake area”.

The statement said it was a 
“significant step forward” that 
provided a good starting point 
for the resolution of other dis-
putes in the western sector of 
the contested border.

“The two sides agreed to . . . 
continue their communica-
tion and dialogue, stabilise 
and control the situation on 
the ground [and] push for a 
mutually acceptable resolu-
tion of the remaining issues,” 
the statement added. afp

(From left to right) Ukrainian Prime Minister and head of the country’s delegation Denys Shmyhal, EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy Josep Borrel and European Commissioner for Neighbourhood and Enlargement Oliver Varhelyi speak during a press conference 
after an EU-Ukraine Association Council meeting on February 11 in Brussels. SUppLIED/afp

Iranian foreign minister Mohammad Javad Zarif (left) meets with International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) director-general Rafael Grossi (right) in Tehran on Sunday. STR/afp
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The Myanmar junta warned 
anti-coup protesters that they 
could die but thousands of 
people took to the streets again 
on february 22, with tensions 
soaring over the deaths of four 
demonstrators.

Much of Myanmar has been 
in uproar over the generals 
ousting and detaining civilian 
leader aung San Suu Kyi three 
weeks ago.

Massive street demonstra-
tions have taken place across 
the country, while a civil dis-
obedience campaign has 
choked many government op-
erations as well as businesses.

“Protesters are now inciting 
the people, especially emo-
tional teenagers and youths, 
to a confrontation path where 
they will suffer the loss of life,” 
said a statement on state-run 

broadcaster Myanmar radio 
and Television (MrTV) on 
february 21.

The statement, read out 
in burmese with text of the 
english version on the screen, 
cautioned protesters against 
inciting “riot and anarchy”.

The warning followed the 
deadliest weekend since the 
coup – two people were killed 
when security forces fired at 
protesters in the city of Man-
dalay, and a third man was 
shot dead in yangon.

a young woman also died 
on february 19 after being 
shot in the head at a protest 
and spending almost a fort-
night on life support.

Mya Thwate Thwate Khaing, 
whose funeral was held on feb-
ruary 21, was the first confirmed 
fatality of the protests, and she 

has emerged as a potent symbol 
of the anti-junta movement.

uN special rapporteur Tom 
andrews said he was deeply 
concerned by the junta’s new 
threat.

he tweeted: “Warning to the 
junta: unlike 1988, actions by 
security forces are being re-
corded & you will be held ac-
countable.”

but protesters appeared 
undeterred on february 22, 
with thousands gathering in 
two neighbourhoods of yan-
gon, Myanmar’s biggest city 
and commercial hub.

Kyaw Kyaw, a 23-year-old 
university student said: “We 
came out today to join in the 
protest, to fight until we win.

“We are worried about the 
crackdown, but we will move 
forward. We are so angry.”

In the bahan township 
area, demonstrators sat on a 
stretch of road and created a 
sea of yellow and red banners 
in support of Suu Kyi.

yangon residents woke up 
to a heavy security presence, 
including police and military 
trucks on the roads and an 
embassy district barricaded.

Markets and shops were 
expected to remain closed in 
solidarity with the protesters.

There were also demonstra-
tions in the cities of Myitkyina 
and Dawei.

Protesters also took to 
streets of Naypidaw, the capi-
tal, on motorbikes. afp

The Communist Party of 
Vietnam (CPV), Vietnamese 
government and the people 
attach great importance to 
fostering friendly relations 
with the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP), state and people, 
said CPV General Secretary 
and State President Nguyen 
Phu Trong during a meet-
ing with Chinese Minister of 
Public Security Zhao Kezhi on 
february 19 in hanoi.

Vietnam is willing to work 
with China to maintain high-
level exchanges, control dis-
agreements, foster coopera-

tion in all fields, and promote 
stability in bilateral relations, 
Trong said.

Zhao highly appreciated 
the outcomes of cooperation 
between the two countries 
in Covid-19 prevention and 
control in recent times.

The minister expressed his 
belief that the Vietnamese 
people, under CPV leadership, 
will continue to gain even 
more great achievements in 
national construction and de-
velopment as well as success-
fully implement the goals set 
at its 13th National Congress.

he said the two public se-
curity ministries would con-
tinue to promote cooperation 
in crime prevention, con-
tributing to deepening Sino-
Vietnamese relations for the 
practical benefits of the two 
countries’ people and main-
taining peace and stability in 
the region and the world.

Trong proposed the two 
ministries continue to foster 
collaboration in security and 
legal implementation and 
promote the special role of 
the police force. VIET NaM NEWS/

aSIa NEWS NETWORK

Malaysia set to spend $3.7 billion over 
next decade to roll out 5G connectivity

More rallies in Myanmar 
despite junta death threats

VN’s Trong meets China 
public security minister

M
alaySIaNS can expect 
faster and wider Inter-
net connections in the 
coming years as the 

government is injecting 15 billion 
ringgit ($3.7 billion) to roll out the 
country’s 5G network over the next 
10 years.

The 5G rollout will begin in some 
areas by the end of this year, said 
Prime Minister  Muhyiddin yassin 
at the launch of the MyDigital & the 
Malaysia Digital economy blueprint 
on february 19.

The 5G technology will boost 
healthcare, such as enabling “health 
monitoring applications for chronic 
patients, smart emergency assis-
tance and special applications for 
senior citizens who are living alone”, 
he said.

The Covid-19 pandemic, which has 
forced many workers to work from 
home and students to go online for 
their lessons, has shown the need for 
faster Internet service, he said.

There have been reports of stu-
dents climbing trees or hills for bet-
ter reception, particularly in large 
states with poor broadband pene-
tration such as Sabah and Kelantan.

The 5G network could be up to 20 
times faster than current 4G mobile 
connections.

Muhyiddin said: “The role of 
digital technology has become 
more obvious over the last one 
year when the Covid-19 pandemic 
created challenges for countries to 

continue life as normal.
“It has never been clearer that 

technology is a convenient tool for 
advancement in the best of times, 
and an essential tool of survival dur-
ing the most challenging of crises.”

among the aims of the Malaysia 

Digital economy blueprint were 
tackling digital inequality in edu-
cation by providing all households 
with access to the Internet, and all 
students access to online learning.

Malaysia’s household Internet 
penetration rate improved from 87 

per cent in 2018 to 90.1 per cent in 
2019, according to government data, 
but the country suffers from a lack 
of high-quality Internet infrastruc-
ture in rural and remote areas.

a total of 35.3 per cent of urban 
households had access to fixed 

broadband in 2019, compared with 
a mere 11.7 per cent of rural house-
holds.

The rollout of 5G is a key plank in 
the 22 billion ringgit National fiberi-
sation and Connectivity Plan, which 
the Perikatan Nasional government 
led by Muhyiddin has promised to 
maintain despite the change of gov-
ernment.

Muhyiddin said the government, 
through its Cloud first strategy, has 
targeted the migration of 80 per cent 
of public data to hybrid cloud sys-
tems by the end of next year.

“all these cloud services will allow 
big Data, aI [artificial intelligence], 
IoT [Internet of Things] and other 
applications to be utilised to en-
hance and strengthen government 
services,” he said.

The premier in his speech said be-
tween 12 and 15 billion ringgit will 
be invested by Cloud Service Pro-
vider (CSP) companies over the next 
five years.

The government has so far given 
conditional approvals to four CSP 
companies – Microsoft, Google, 
amazon and Telekom Malaysia – to 
build and manage hyper-scale data 
centres and cloud services, he said.

“These hyper-scale data centres, 
as well as hybrid cloud services, will 
be created to increase data storage 
space, thus reducing operating costs 
and improving analytical efficiency,” 
he said. THE STRaITS TIMES (SINGapORE)/aSIa 

NEWS NETWORK

Malaysian Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin has said the 5G rollout will begin in some areas by the end of this year. MaLaYSIa’S DEpaRTMENT 
Of INfORMaTION/afp

Vietnamese President Nguyen Phu Trong (right) meets with Chinese Minister of Public Security Zhao Kezhi in 
Hanoi on February 19. VIETNaM NEWS aGENCY/VIET NaM NEWS

Protesters hold signs calling for the release of detained Myanmar 
civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi during a demonstration against the 
military coup in Yangon on Sunday. afp
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I 
WaS asked recently, “What is 
holding back clean energy 
progress in Cambodia?” My 
answer was simple: electricity 

planning decisions. an electricity 
plan was made in the wake of the 
2019 power shortages, but under-
standably that was made quickly and 
under pressure.

That plan will see 74 per cent of 
electricity supplied from fossil fuels 
by 2030, mostly from importing coal 
fired electricity from Laos or import-
ing coal or gas to make electricity in 
Cambodia. The purchase price for 
the 2.4GW Laos coal project was stat-
ed in 2019 as $0.077/kWh – compare 
this with the competitive auction for 
a 60MW solar project at $0.0387/kWh 
led by the electrite du Cambodge 
(eDC) and supported by the asian 
Development bank (aDb). 

It’s only in the last two years that 
project developers in Cambodia have 
demonstrated that solar and wind can 
make electricity cheaper than burning 
coal, oil, gas and often hydro. This 
means new scenarios are required to 
compare costs and benefits with differ-
ent share of this new solar and wind 
resource to ensure Cambodia is on the 
best economic and technical path.  

Thankfully, the aDb is supporting 
the government to develop Power 
Development Master Plan out to 
2040. It has been going slowly due to 
hesitation from the government to 
have scenarios comparing the 2019 
plan with scenarios with higher levels 
of cheaper solar and wind power – 
and perhaps some the deals done in 
2019 may need to be abandoned. but 
if Vietnam is planning to walk away 
from 17GW of coal projects on their 
books following the success of its 
domestic solar and wind industries, 
then it’s possible for Cambodia, too.  

fortunately, much of the technical 
data collection work has been done.  
Work completed last year by the 
Intelligent energy Systems (IeS), sup-
ported by the australian government, 
concluded that Cambodia has 44GW 
of high potential solar, 6GW of wind, 
far higher than the 15GW Cambodia 
is projected to need by 2040. back in 
2017, expert electricity analysis fund-
ed by the aDb showed the Cambodi-
an electricity grid can take 10-20 per 
cent capacity solar with no problem, 
up to 40 per cent with manageable 
limited impacts. Today, the grid is 
doing really well with eight per cent 
solar capacity, but that share will now 
decline as more coal projects come 

online. Cambodia now has excellent 
and commendable experience in 
integrating solar output into the grid 
– from 2016 when no solar was on the 
grid to over 0.23GW of solar by the 
end of last year.

So it is now possible to compare the 
business as usual 2019 plan with oth-
er scenarios with higher shares of 
solar and wind.  Why should this be 
done? because these sources are 
cheaper than coal, oil and gas. They 
are also produced within Cambodia, 
creating jobs, investment and contrib-
ute to the government’s aim of 
increasing energy independence. 
Only by comparing the technical and 
economic difference between the plan 
set after the 2019 power shortages 
with alternative plans can we know if 
Cambodia is on the right path. Cer-
tainly, bloomberg New energy 
finance show global trends moving 
away from fossil fuels towards solar 
and wind, while Cambodia is rapidly 
heading in the opposite direction.

This is what Cambodia’s big inves-
tors – like adidas, H&M, Vf Corpora-
tion – have been asking the relevant 
ministers to consider. forward look-
ing companies have to meet their own 
global renewable commitments to 
their customers – and within a tight 
timeframe. The above mentioned gar-

ment companies make up more than 
30 per cent of all Cambodia garment 
exports – more than $2billion of 
exports. factories producing for adi-
das employ 80,000 Cambodians. 
These and many more companies 
operating in Cambodia are calling on 
the government to consider if the grid 
can avoid following the 2019 plan.  

equally important is the lost oppor-
tunity for more investment in Cambo-
dia. The Laos 2.4GW of coal projects is 
around $3 billion of investment – 
inexplicitly not in Cambodia, but in 
Laos, even though the Cambodian 
government is underwriting those 
projects with a purchase agreement. If 
a competitive process was made for 
all that power to be produced in Cam-
bodia, I wonder how much money 
could be saved on the electricity pur-
chase price, and what jobs and invest-
ment could be made for the country?

The only way to know this is to 
model the scenarios and be willing to 
compare the costs, benefits and tech-
nical aspects of solar and wind. as a 
starting point, it should be easily pos-
sible to build on the existing hydro 
resources and model a scenario where 
half electricity is from renewable 
energy up to 2040.

This type of independent scenario 
analysis in China showed that 

increasing solar and wind generation 
(from three per cent now to 28 per 
cent and 11 per cent respectively) 
they could lower their electricity pro-
duction costs from $0.0735/kWh to 
$0.065/kWh and reach half of genera-
tion from renewable energy by 2030 – 
well on the way towards supporting 
China to their net-zero target by 2060.

Cambodia is still at a crossroads 
and it’s not too late for Cambodia to 
alter its path. Those Laos coal 
projects haven’t closed finance, and 
there are some technical considera-
tions such as the long transmission 
line from Laos to Phnom Penh, and 
even the availability of suitable coal 
deposits in Laos. There is still a 
chance to walk away from plans to 
have three quarters of Cambodia’s 
electricity depending on imports of 
coal, gas or electricity from neigh-
bours. Cambodia can still consider 
the economic, social, environmental 
and energy independence benefits that 
could come from a more ambitious 
share of locally produced solar and 
wind power, and be a country demon-
strating green energy leadership.

The writer is country director of EnergyLab in 
Cambodia – an organisation established to sup-
port the growth of the clean energy market in 
Cambodia (www.cleaneergycambodia.org)

2021 a crucial year for electricity 
decisions in Cambodia

A village in Kampong Chhnang province where solar energy micro grid has been installed. It’s only in the last two years that project developers 
in Cambodia have demonstrated that solar and wind can make electricity cheaper than burning coal, oil, gas and hydro. energy Ministry 

Opinion
Bridget McIntosh
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Lifestyle
remote workers take comfort in casual 
clothes options amid Covid pandemic
S

uitS and tailored shirts are 
out, sweatpants and paja-
mas are in: remote working is 
changing work clothes habits, 

and while vaccines may bring back 
some formality, old-school office 
attire should emerge from the pan-
demic far less starched and strict.

“for the last year, everybody has 
just been dressed from the waist up, 
wearing nice shorts for Zoom calls,” 
quipped stylist Sascha Lilic.

Many workers who have already 
returned to offices notice a new re-
laxed vibe.

“i saw someone wearing just their 
socks when they walked through to 
get something from another depart-
ment,” recalled Deanna Narveson, a 
journalist in baton rouge, Louisiana.

“i think i’ve been dressing slight-
ly more casual myself,” added 
Narveson, who nevertheless makes 
sure she puts on “real clothes” when 
working from home.

according to employees at sev-
eral companies, the casualness has 
happened by itself without manage-
ment or Hr teams intervening.

“Shorts and t-shirts at the Pen-
tagon was pretty new,” said Matt 
triner, boss of it consulting firm 

Hunter Strategy, which the uS gov-
ernment has contracted to do sev-
eral projects.

the relaxation of dress codes in 
the professional world was already 
under way long before the pandem-
ic, with the tech sector and start-up 
generation leading the way.

it was even catching on at banks.
“We have had a ‘flexible’ dress 

code policy for almost two years 
now, which encourages our people 
to use their own judgment for what 
is appropriate to wear for their work 
day,” said a spokesperson for Gold-
man Sachs.

the pandemic has seen the trend 
toward comfort accelerate, though.

“Suits and ties were already going 
away in it. the pandemic gave the 
last hangers-on an excuse to let go,” 
said triner.

the trend has been catastrophic 
for formal menswear companies 
like brooks brothers and the parent 
company of Men’s Wearhouse, which 
both declared bankruptcy last year.

New york designer David Hart, a 
specialist in luxury men’s ready-to-
wear items, has taken “a step back” 
from tailoring from the time being 
to focus on knitwear, masks, sweat-

ers and polo shirts.

‘Disruptive’
the pandemic will have “lasting 

consequences” in the way people 
dress for work, particularly men, ac-
cording to Lilic.

“the outfit will become more ca-
sual. it will still be a suit, but there 
might be a drawstring waist or elas-
ticated waist,” he said.

Lilic, who has worked with sev-
eral major fashion houses including 
Hugo boss and elie Saab, predicts 
more loafers and a lot fewer ties.

“the open collar shirt is going to 
be great,” he said.

the shift is already visible among 
fashion brands, which are pushing 

more and more cotton and linen 
jackets as well as polo shirts and 
even simple sneakers.

Workplace looks will become 
more individualistic, but also re-
spectful of the office environment, 
Lilic believes.

“it will respect more of your per-
sonality,” he said. “but i don’t think 
it is going to be so impactful on 
men’s fashion that everybody’s go-
ing to turn up in their banking office 
as a rapper.”

appearance, and some formality 
are “still important to some custom-
ers”, said triner, though “as custom-
ers get younger, this is changing 
rapidly”, he added.

“i think the suit will stay but it 

won’t have the blatant physical ef-
fect. it will less [be] something to 
hide behind,” said Lilic.

for american designer David Hart, 
“there will be a strong urge for men 
to start dressing up again” after the 
pandemic.

“i think that people will start 
dressing up for themselves and not 
because they are required to for 
work,” he said, confident that the 
rise of men’s fashion will continue.

Hart, whose brand was built on 
tailored jackets and trousers, even 
dreams of a post-pandemic world 
where “suits and ties will become 
disruptive”.

“the man wearing a suit will be 
the new rebel,” he said. AFP

Lockdown-weary Malaysians go for drive-in dining
MOtOriStS parked beside 
the Padi House restaurant 
chain wave their hands out of 
their windows to signal to 
waiters, who come to take 
their orders that will be eaten 
on the spot.

Lockdown-weary Malay-
sians have jumped at the 
chance for an unusual eating-
out experience allowing them 
to enjoy restaurant food 
despite coronavirus curbs – 
in-car dining.

the Southeast asian nation 
is struggling with a virus resur-
gence that last month prompt-
ed officials to re-impose 
restrictions, including a ban 
on dining inside restaurants.

to get around this, the chain 
– which serves a mix of local 
and Western fare in the city of 

Cyberjaya outside Kuala 
Lumpur – came up with a plan 
to bring their menus and meals 
to car-bound customers.

“We serve the food on prop-
er plates for [people] to dine 
in their car like they are dining 
in a restaurant,” Chong Kar 
yan, the company’s social 
media marketing manager 
said.

their first drive-in dining 
site, in a car park beside one 
of their restaurants, proved 
such a hit they have now 
opened a second at another 
outlet in the city.

“i do feel safer eating in a car 
compared to a restaurant 
because we do sanitise the car,” 
said customer Narinderjit 
Singh, when afP made a visit to 
one of the in-car dining sites.

“i sit at home throughout 
the day, i work from home – 
this gives me the opportunity 
to go out.”

Officials recently relaxed 
rules, allowing people to dine 
inside restaurants again, as 
the number of daily cases 
declined.

but Padi House will con-
tinue offering in-car dining, 
an option welcomed by cus-
tomers who remain worried 
about the virus.

Malaysia is still recording 
close to 3,000 cases a day and 
several deaths.

“the good thing about this 
is that you’ll reduce your 
interaction with other people, 
so that you can avoid Covid-
19,” said customer ahmad 
yunus faeez. AFP

People wearing facemasks pass by a men’s clothing store at The Shops at Columbus Circle in New York on February 15. Professional 
attire is expected to emerge from the pandemic with more options focused on comfort. AFP

Spanish entrepeneurs, wearing less strict and more comfortable clothes, work at the 
Weetbe office in the Spanish Basque city of Igorre. AFP

A waiter serves a customer using the ‘dine in car’ service outside the Padi House restaurant in Cyberjaya, 
outside Kuala Lumpur, on February 9. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Furry or frightful
  6 Kind of vibes?
  9 Vocal quality
 14 Sound portion of a broadcast
 15 Shelley output
 16 Poetic metrical units
 17 Squeeze out water, as of clothes
 18 Run-down pencil
 19 Pass, as a law
 20 Firehouse sight
 23 Provides pieces for?
 24 On a wayward path
 25 UN agcy. for workers
 28 Is in the past
 29 Sight the target
 30 Pew attachment
 32 Mishandled a pop-up, e.g.
 34 Baldwin of TV and film
 35 Artful deception
 41 “___ Only Just Begun”
 42 Snacks in shells
 43 Tepid rating
 47 Near sea level
 48 Long-time Chinese leader
 51 Prickly chestnut case (Var.)

 52 Like a phoenix out of the ashes
 54 Not eve for sure
 55 Sneaky sales tactic
 58 Make flush
 60 Hawaiian adornment
 61 Hill of a D.C. scandal
 62 Fixture near a toilet
 63 Clue analyzer, in slang
 64 No-hit king Ryan
 65 Church sections
 66 Fido’s scrap
 67 Whats in vogue
DOWN
  1 Derisive laugh
  2 City near Denver
  3 Manners of speaking
  4 Hockey-practice sites
  5 Downward dog discipline
  6 They serve without pay
  7 All grown up
  8 Leave, as a ship
  9 Make a colorful T-shirt
 10 Wax’s opposite
 11 Texas panhandle city
 12 A TV network
 13 Western movie command
 21 Nigerian dollar

 22 Football legend Marino
 26 Evil look
 27 “The Lord of the Rings” soldiers
 29 “___ we there yet?”
 31 Cornfield array
 32 Anagram for “seek”
 33 Banned insecticide, for short
 35 Use a mop (Var.)
 36 It’s got food all over it
 37 Blows it on “The Price Is Right”
 38 Put a curse on
 39 Sacred pictures
 40 Ticket designation
 44 Adulterates
 45 College major
 46 Venice’s oldest bridge
 48 Capable of movement
 49 Trig function
 50 At one’s disposal
 53 Elvis impersonator’s expression
 54 Juvenile
 56 Pulitzer Prize-winning author 

James
 57 Desire or require
 58 Lawyer’s org.
 59 It’s right under your nose

“SCAMMED” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution

edible flowers bloom 
at Tunisian markets
a 

TuNISIaN entre-
preneur growing ed-
ible flowers says she 
is surprised by the 

appetite for her homegrown 
product in the North african 
country and hopes to see a 
“new culinary culture” bloom.

Sonia Ibidhi, a 42-year-old 
journalist, turned to organic 
farming of the niche but in-
demand product “out of love” 
for working on the land.

among the flowers she 
grows are borage, a blue star-
shaped flower that tastes 
like cucumber, chive flow-
ers – purple blossoms with a 
flavour similar to onion – and 
nasturtiums, bright yellow to 
orange flowers with a radish-
like taste.

“I thought the flowers would 
be for export and of no imme-
diate interest to the local mar-
ket, but I’ve been surprised by 
the growing demand, in par-
ticular from some top-end 
hotels,” she said.

after bringing back 42 seed 
varieties from france, Ibidhi 
began planting around a doz-
en types of flowers.

She said she chose the 
mountainous Tabarka region 
in the country’s northwest for 
its humid climate and abun-
dant fresh water, and now 

uses her own seeds.
“I do something that I love, 

that is beautiful and colour-
ful,” she said proudly.

She said she hoped her flow-
ers would spark “a new culi-
nary culture in the country”.

Tunisians already use cer-
tain flowers in their traditional 
cuisine – some sweets feature 
dried rose petals, while laven-
der is an ingredient in a spice 
mix used in couscous recipes.

but fresh flowers, which 
can be used for dishes from 
soups to salads as well as 
teas, are a novelty.

‘Culinary journey’
In a luxury hotel in Gam-

marth, an upscale northern 
suburb of the capital Tunis, 
chef bassem bizid uses nas-
turtiums for his fish tartar 
and accompanies other dish-
es with a flower-leaf salad or 
a sorbet garnished with fresh 
violets.

Clients are “very satisfied 
to discover something new”, 
he said.

The hotel’s master chef, 
Italian alessandro fontanesi, 
said that during the novel cor-
onavirus pandemic, the flow-
ers went beyond introducing 
a new look and flavour.

“Not only are we using a 

rare Tunisian product, which 
makes the plate more attrac-
tive and adds a special taste, 
but it can take our clients on a 
culinary journey,” he said.

Ibidhi launched her busi-
ness in 2019, after four years 
of planning.

as well as needing to do an 
“enormous” amount of pa-
perwork, she said she had to 
repeatedly explain to the for-
estry department “what ed-
ible flowers were for”.

She sold her car to help fi-
nance the business, and later re-
ceived a grant from the african 
Development bank, she said.

She now pays the state 1,400 
dinars (around $520) annu-
ally to lease 5ha of land.

but Ibidhi now fears seeing 
her business wither.

as well as edible flowers, she 
has planted a large quantity of 
strawberries, selling both the 
fruit and the leaves, which can 
be used for herbal teas.

but the authorities say grow-
ing strawberries is in breach 
of her lease agreement.

Ibidhi said she risked a large 
financial loss were she to up-
root them.

“My flowers have become 
my world,” she said. “I will 
fight tooth and nail for my 
project.” AFP

Sonia Ibidhi poses with pots of nasturtiums in the greenhouse of her small farm where she produces edible 
flowers, in the northwestern Tunisian coastal town of Tabarka. AFP

Tunisian chef Bassem Bizid uses edible flowers to prepare his dishes at a luxury hotel in Gammarth, an upscale 
northern suburb of the capital Tunis, on February 5. AFP
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at HIS home in andorra, 
perched high in the Pyr-
enees, fabio Quartararo has 
his sights set on an horizon 
far beyond the snow-capped 
mountain range and to “tak-
ing the last step” to become 
france’s first ever MotoGP 
champion.

“I’m ready to win the title,” 
says the native of Nice who 
graduates to yamaha’s factory 
team from the Japanese man-
ufacturer’s satellite outfit in a 
straight swop with nine-time 
champion Valentino rossi.

“It’s been a dream come true 
changing teams, and to have 
made that switch with Valen-
tino [rossi],” Quartararo said.

“He’s been my idol since I 
was a little boy, so it’s a really 
big deal.”

Last year, in only his second 
season in MotoGP, Quartararo 
was quick out of the blocks, 
reeling off back-to-back wins 
in the opening two races to 
put himself bang in conten-
tion for the world title.

but then, “huge problems 
with the motorcycle” put a 
spanner in his champion-
ship challenge. He ended the 
Covid-19 curtailed campaign 
after securing a third win in 
eighth place behind Joan Mir.

“Last season was really 

challenging,” he recalls.
“I started out strong, but 

then I experienced technical 
issues.

“unfortunately, it was only 
my second MotoGP season, 
so I didn’t know how to deal 
with the problems properly.”

Pandemic precautions in-
evitably put a dampener on 
marking his opening wins.

“I would have loved to have 
been able to spend the eve-
ning with my parents, my 
friends and my brother but, 
unfortunately, I wasn’t al-
lowed.”

He says the ever pres-
ent threat of the virus was 
a draining backdrop to the 
2020 campaign.

“Not being able to see any-
one and having to wear a 
mask all the time meant it felt 
like a very long season.

“I hope this season will be a 
little easier, because it’s men-
tally challenging for a rider.”

Quartararo himself has recov-
ered from a nasty brush with 
coronavirus in December.

“I spent the most difficult 
week of my life, I was in a bed, 
on a sofa. even to cook for my-
self tired me out, I didn’t have 
the strength. It was incredible 
to see the power of this virus,” 
the 21-year-old said.

‘Potential’
after ending a run of 20 

seasons since the last french 
MotoGP winner, Quartararo is 
comfortable with the weight 
of expectation generated by 
his three wins.

“When they call me the 
french motorbike prodigy I 
see that a little as a reality.

“I’ve got enormous poten-
tial, but you have to keep your 
feet on the ground and work 
hard like I’m doing.”

With the season getting un-
derway in Qatar on March 28 
Quartararo is getting him-
self prepared for the battle to 

come far from the madding 
crowd – his home at La Mas-
sana is 1400m above sea level.

“the tranquility is impres-
sive, I love it.”

Here, atop a trail bike, he 
works on his balance, climb-
ing rocks, slaloming artfully 
between trees, jumping or 
hurtling down vertical snow-
covered walls.

the aim? “to improve every 
detail, all the minor move-
ments of the handlebars that 
you feel during a MotoGP” to 
reduce the risk of a fall.

Living at altitude “is physical-
ly beneficial” too he suggests.

“even when you sleep, you 
are producing red blood cells” 
– a useful ally aboard a me-
chanical beast weighing over 
150kg and capable of speeds 
over 300km/h.

He works out in a garage 
housing a collections of cars 
and bikes, and a well used 
treadmill.

the doorbell rings. It’s his 
neighbour, world rally driver 
Dani Sordo.

Quartararo makes the in-
troduction: “Here’s the ex-
pert car driver,” he says of the 
Spaniard 16 years his senior.

aside from all the physical 
preparation, Quartararo also 
works on the mental side of 
things with a psychiatrist.

“three years ago, it wasn’t 
easy to talk about seeing 
them. for me, it just wasn’t 
done, but it’s someone who 
has helped me enormously. 
I have an extraordinary rela-
tionship with my parents, but 
it’s my psychiatrist who has 
made me change.”

He feels now is his moment.
“I’m ready to win the cham-

pionship.
“In 2019, I made the po-

dium, last year some wins, 
all that’s missing is the final 
step, to be champion of the 
world.” AFP

Inter ‘play perfectly’ to blank rival 
aC Milan as roma, Napoli also fall

andorran prince who would be MotoGP king

uSa beat 
brazil 2-0 
to extend 
unbeaten 
run to 2yI

Nter Milan coach anto-
nio Conte hailed a game 
“played to perfection” as 
Lautaro Martinez scored 

a double, with romelu Lukaku 
also on target in a 3-0 win over 
city rivals aC Milan to extend 
their lead at the top of Serie a 
on february 21.

Inter opened up a four-point 
lead over their second-placed 
opponents Milan as Conte’s side 
target a first league title since 
their unprecedented treble un-
der Jose Mourinho in 2010.

“Credit to the lads, they put 
in an extraordinary perfor-
mance, carried out to perfec-
tion,” said Conte, bidding to 
end his former club Juventus’s 
quest for a 10th consecutive 
league title.

In third, roma were held 
to a goalless draw at 15th-
placed benevento, giving Ju-
ventus, who are 11 points off 
top spot, the chance to move 
third against rock bottom 
Crotone on february 22.

roma are five points adrift 
of Milan with both teams go-
ing head-to-head in rome 
next weekend.

behind, in a match for 
fourth place, Napoli crashed 
4-2 at atalanta with Nige-
rian forward Victor Osimhen 
stretched off and hospitalised 
overnight after losing con-
sciousness following a knock 
to his head.

In the San Siro, Lukaku was 
on top form, the belgian play-
ing a role in Martinez’s two 
goals on five and 57 minutes 
before scoring his 17th goal in 
the league this season to move 
top of the Serie a scorers’ chart.

Milan, chasing a first Scu-

detto since 2011, fell to back-
to-back Serie a losses for the 
first time this season.

“We’ve suffered a lot this 
year,” said Martinez.

“two eliminations in the 
Italian Cup and the Champi-
ons League, this is the only 
goal we have left and we’re 
fighting for that.”

the match was played be-
hind closed doors because of 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
but that did not stop thou-
sands of fans gathering out-
side the stadium.

It was the third derby of the 
season, with Milan winning 
the first 2-1 in the league, 
and Inter the Italian Cup 
quarter-final by the same 

scoreline, a game overshad-
owed by Zlatan Ibrahimovic 
and Lukaku squaring off and 
trading insults.

Despite the restrictions 
supporters waited for the 
team buses to arrive, wav-
ing flags and singing, setting 
off smoke bombs, before the 
teams entered the stadium.

“the welcome the fans gave 
us at the stadium gave us 
goosebumps,” said Conte.

the former Chelsea man-
ager warned against compla-
cency against their next op-
ponents, 11th-placed Genoa 
and lowly Parma.

“Psychologically, I dread 
these two games, that’s where 
we’ll have to show that we 

have passed a milestone. 
“these two games will say a 

lot about what we can do.”

‘Tough week’
Inter were fresher with Mi-

lan coming off a 2-2 europa 
League midweek draw at red 
Star belgrade.

Lukaku powered down the 
right flank in the opening 
minutes. Milan defender Si-
mon Kjaer blocked his initial 
cross, but the ball returned to 
the belgian for a perfect deliv-
ery for Martinez to nod home.

Ibrahimovic threated with a 
back-heel flick after quarter of 
an hour following a scramble in 
the box but Samir Handanovic 
kept it out, the Inter keeper also 

pulling off a double save from 
the Swede after the break.

but Martinez broke through 
again, finishing off an Ivan 
Perisic pull-back from the by-
line in a move started by Lu-
kaku and achraf Hakimi.

Donnarumma denied Lukaku 
minutes later but the former 
Manchester united striker then 
burst through to score the third.

“a striker depends on the 
team’s performance,” said Milan 
coach Stefano Pioli of Ibrahi-
movic who limped off with calf 
cramps with 15 minutes to go.

“It was a tough week, the 
worst one of the season.”

In bergamo, atalanta moved 
fourth at the expense of Napoli 
in a game where all six goals 
came in the second half.

Colombian pair Luis Mu-
riel and Duvan Zapata both 
scored for the hosts with 
robin Gosens scoring for his 
side and also an own-goal for 
Napoli, with Cristian romero 
nodding in the fourth.

the match finished in confu-
sion after Osimhen hit his head 
on the ground after a romero 
challenge in stoppage time.

the 22-year-old was hospital-
ised overnight under observation 
for head trauma, the team said.

Napoli are now seventh, 
three points behind atalanta 
who occupy the final Cham-
pions League place.

roma meanwhile failed to 
take advantage against 10-
man benevento who played 
half an hour a man down af-
ter Kamil Glik’s sending off.

the capital side were also de-
nied a late penalty which was 
awarded and then overruled 
after a Var viewing. AFP

CHrISteN Press and Me-
gan rapinoe scored febru-
ary 21 to lead the uS over 
brazil 2-0 in the Shebelieves 
Cup, extending the reigning 
Women’s World Cup cham-
pions’ two-year unbeaten 
streak.

Press opened the hosts’ 
account in the 11th min-
ute and rapinoe netted the 
clincher in the 88th minute 
to lift the americans ahead 
of brazil in the four-nation 
tournament at Orlando, 
florida.

the americans took their 
16th consecutive victory 
and stretched their unbeat-
en run to 36 games. they 
have not lost a match since 
falling to france in January 
2019.

the uS women, cham-
pions in three of five prior 
Shebelieves Cups, can com-
plete a round-robin sweep 
with a february 24 triumph 
over argentina.

the brazilians, guided by 
former uS coach Pia Sund-
hage, opened by beating 
argentina 4-1 to lead on 
goal difference before los-
ing, close their campaign 
against Canada on febru-
ary 24.

the Canadians defeated 
argentina 1-0 in the late 
match on february 21 with 
a goal in the second min-
ute of stoppage time from 
73rd-minute entrant Sarah 
Stratigakis.

argentina had four players 
ruled out for the opener due 
to Covid-19 safety protocols 
but two were reinstated to 
face Canada.

Press rewarded an at-
tacking uS start by tak-
ing the ball down the left 
wing, cutting inside and 
blasting a right-footed shot 
inside the far post for her 
59th career international  
goal.

brazilian goalkeeper bar-
bara blocked a hard shot 
from uS midfielder rose 
Lavelle in the 15th minute 
as the hosts kept attacking, 
but they couldn’t manage 
another first-half tally.

Press managed another 
chance in the opening sec-
onds of the second half but 
brazilian defenders cleared 
her centering kick.

Sustained uS pressure 
produced another chance 
in the 61st minute for alex 
Morgan but her shot was 
smothered.

brazil’s Debinha managed 
a right-footed shot from the 
heart of the penalty area in 
the 82nd but it went wide of 
the far post.

a centering pass from bra-
zilian right wing Ludmilla 
brought calls for a uS hand-
ball from Marta in the 83rd 
but no whistle came and ra-
pinoe scored an insurance 
goal off a rebound to seal 
the uS victory. AFP

Inter Milan’s forward Romelu Lukaku (centre) shoots on goal past AC Milan’s defender Simon Kjaer (left) 
during the Italian Serie A football match at the San Siro stadium in Milan on Sunday. MIGUEL MEDINA/AFP

Petronas Yamaha SRT’s rider Fabio Quartararo takes part in the third 
practice session of the MotoGP Valencia Grand Prix at the Ricardo 
Tormo circuit in Valencia on November 14 last year. LLUIS GENE/AFP
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Djokovic wins ‘rollercoaster’ australian 
Open for 18th career Grand Slam crown
N

OVaK Djokovic said his 
ninth australian Open 
title came after one of the 
toughest tournaments of 

his career, with a muscle-tear injury 
that is still “not healed” and attacks 
from the media and public.

Despite the challenges, the world 
number one snuffed out the threat 
from in-form russian Daniil Medve-
dev 7-5, 6-2, 6-2 to reinforce his sta-
tus as the king of Melbourne Park and 
collect his 18th Grand Slam crown.

but there were numerous hurdles 
to jump, not least having to quar-
antine for 14 days and the negative 
reaction to a letter he wrote to Ten-
nis australia pre-tournament which 
was interpreted as a “petulant and 
selfish” list of demands.

“I think emotionally it was one of 
the hardest tournaments that I’ve 
ever had, to be honest,” the Serbian 
top seed told australia’s Channel 
Nine on february 21.

“We had quarantine and a lot of 
things happening in the media, then 
the letter that I wrote as ideas and 
recommendations that I got for play-
ers was misinterpreted as a list of de-
mands. Then the next thing I was per-
sona non grata here in this country.

“So it was tough dealing with all of 
this and then getting injured in the 
third round,” he added of the ab-
dominal tear that almost forced him 
to pull out.

“It was a rollercoaster ride . . . I 
think it makes it even sweeter for me 
and a lot of positives from this tour-
nament without a doubt.”

His coach Goran Ivanisevic said 

the criticisms Djokovic had to deal 
were unfair.

“actually he needed this victory so 
badly. There is somebody upstairs 
who see all this unfairness with a lot 
of media and people they doing to 
him,” he said.

“He tried to help the players,” he 

added of the contentious letter. 
“again, it’s only him. It’s his fault, 
like everybody else attacking him. 
Nobody else to attack, so let’s attack 
Novak.” 

Djokovic sustained his injury dur-
ing his third-round clash against 
Taylor fritz.

after refusing to reveal the nature 
of the injury during the tournament, 
he said on february 21 that it was an 
abdominal muscle tear.

“It’s a muscle tear . . . I went for an 
MrI and it showed a tear,” he said. “I 
understand people question wheth-
er there was a tear – but there is. for 

me it was obviously a huge obstacle 
and challenge.

“I guess we’re all different. I have 
maybe a great ability to heal. I don’t 
know. I just manage somehow with 
pills and painkillers and stuff.”

The nine-time australian Open 
champion revealed he spent 10 out 
of 14 waking hours on the physio’s 
table at one stage for treatment.

“It’s not healed up. I’m going to go 
for another MrI tomorrow before I 
travel. I’m definitely going to take 
some time off. I don’t know how 
long it’s going to take,” he said.

“but you know my whole energy 
and focus was here in australia. If 
there was a tournament where I 
want to risk any more damage, and 
try my hardest to battle, it’s here, it’s 
a Grand Slam.”

Djokovic’s win over Medvedev 
strengthened his hold on world 
number one, where he will mark his 
311th week when the new rankings 
come out on february 22, surpass-
ing federer’s record of 310.

“I managed to achieve this historic 
number one. It seems unreal but of 
course I am very, very happy and 
proud of that,” he said, adding that 
he has not committed to any tour-
naments so far after australia.

“My focus now is the Slams, that’s 
where I want to shine. I know age is 
just a number but we have to also 
see things realistically, I am not 22 
any more.

“So I’m going to have to deal with 
the schedule and the calendar in a 
different way so I peak at the right 
time at the Slams.” AFP

Man City shutout arsenal, West Ham top Tottenham
MaNCHeSTer City remain 10 
points clear at the top of the 
Premier League as raheem 
Sterling’s early header was 
enough to beat arsenal 1-0 on 
february 21, while Jose Mour-
inho’s Tottenham suffered 
another damaging defeat at 
fourth-placed West Ham.

Manchester united and Leices-
ter are City’s closest challengers 
as united saw off Newcastle 3-1 
at Old Trafford and Leicester won 
2-1 away to aston Villa.

an 18th consecutive win in 
all competitions edged City 
ever closer to a third league 
title in four years, even if Pep 
Guardiola’s men did not hit the 
heights they have in recent 
weeks at the emirates.

Sterling could have scored 
three times inside the first five 
minutes, but his soaring leap 
to nod home riyad Mahrez’s 
cross secured all three points 
as City kept a 10th clean sheet 
in their last 13 league games.

“The people think it looks 
easy. This is so difficult,” said 
Guardiola.

“I didn’t expect this consist-
ency in the past month. Win-
ning in this period these games 
1-0 is what we need.”

arsenal remain in 10th with 

their best chance of a return to 
the Champions League next 
season dependent on success 
in the europa League.

Tottenham are just two 
points better off than their 
north London rivals in ninth, 
nine points off the top four 

after a fifth defeat in their last 
six league games.

Mourinho’s men were 
undone by a slow start to each 
half at the London Stadium 
and lost 2-1.

Michail antonio opened the 
scoring after just five minutes 

before the rejuvenated Jesse 
Lingard smashed home the 
third goal of his loan spell from 
Manchester united two min-
utes into the second half.

“The results are the conse-
quences of multiple situations 
in football. Mine and my coach-

ing staff methods are second to 
nobody in the world,” said a 
defiant Mourinho.

“Our potential is higher 
than where we are so there is 
frustration.”

Tottenham rallied after Lucas 
Moura’s powerful header pulled 
a goal back as the impressive 
Gareth bale and Son Heung-
min hit the woodwork late on.

but West Ham held on to bol-
ster their unexpected challenge 
for Champions League football 
by moving two points ahead of 
fifth-placed Chelsea.

“We are enjoying it but are also 
not going to be daft,” said Ham-
mers boss David Moyes, who 
enjoyed his first win over Mour-
inho in 16 attempts. “We will 
keep calm and hopefully keep 
pushing the teams at the top.”

Man Utd see off Newcastle
Manchester united opened 

up six-point cushion over Chel-
sea as they deepened Newcas-
tle’s fears of being dragged into 
the bottom three.

Marcus rashford’s thunder-
ous near post strike opened 
the scoring, but was quickly 
cancelled out by allan Saint-
Maximin in a spirited first-half 
performance by the visitors.

However, Daniel James’s pow-
erful drive restored united’s 
lead before bruno fernandes 
stroked home a penalty for his 
22nd goal of the season.

Victory keeps Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer’s men ahead of 
Leicester on goal difference.

The foxes are determined 
not to make the same mistakes 
of last season when they let a 
huge lead over Manchester 
united and Chelsea slip away 
and missed out on Champions 
League football on the final 
day of the campaign.

“Maybe a little bit of excitement 
gathered last season,” said Leices-
ter boss brendan rodgers. 

“This season everything is 
much calmer, knowing that 
you’ve got to keep going and 
you can’t get excited too early.”

James Maddison and Harvey 
barnes struck inside the first 
23 minutes as Leicester pun-
ished a Villa side badly missing 
the presence of injured cap-
tain Jack Grealish.

Villa were handed a lifeline 
three minutes into the second 
half when bertrand Traore 
swept home Matt Targett’s cross, 
but lacked the creative spark for 
which they rely on Grealish to 
find an equaliser. AFP

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic kisses the Norman Brookes Challenge Cup trophy following his victory against Russia’s Daniil Medvedev 
in their men’s singles final match of the Australian Open tennis tournament in Melbourne on Sunday. WilliAm WEST/AFP

Manchester City’s midfielder Raheem Sterling (left) jumps to head home the opening goal of the English 
Premier League football match against Arsenal at Emirates Stadium on Sunday. JuliAn FinnEy/POOl/AFP
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