
Voun Dara

THE Kamrieng district police 
chief who has been dismissed 
from the National Police for 
releasing a migrant-broker in 
Battambang province has been 
placed in pre-trial detention.

Provincial court spokesman 
Phan Ratana confirmed to The 
Post that Kim Ponlork was 
charged on February 16 under 
the Law on the Suppression of 
Human Trafficking and Sexual 
Exploitation.       

“The investigating judge 
decided to detain Kim Ponlork 
on charge of trafficking 
migrants across the border . . . 
under articles 8 and 11,” 
Ratana said.

Prime Minister Hun Sen 
approved Ponlork’s dismissal 
in a sub-decree on February 
15, paving the way for a pros-
ecution against the former 
district police chief. 

Ponlork allegedly released 
the broker who had illegally 
brought migrant workers into 
Cambodia from Thailand to 
avoid Covid-19 quarantine 
measures.

Hun Sen told local media 
that he had ordered the provin-
cial governor and the National 
Police to prosecute the official 
as a warning to others.

Yin Mengly of rights group 
Adhoc in Battambang 
applauded the strict law 
enforcement against officers 
who collude with others to 
bring migrant workers across 
the border in violation of the 
government’s health measures 
and guidelines.

“Colluding to release a mid-
dleman who brings migrant 
workers across the border 
seems like a small matter, but 
it is in fact a matter that affects 
national security, all Cambo-
dian people and the social 
economy as a whole. 

“If the middleman brings a 
migrant worker into the coun-
try that turns out to be positive 
for Covid-19, it could have a 
huge impact on the nation.
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May Kunmakara

C
AMBODIA has approved the 
establishment of a “national 
internet gateway” (NIG) 
through which all of the 

Kingdom’s online traffic will be routed.
The gateway will facilitate and man-

age web traffic and ensure effective 
and efficient revenue mobilisation, 
social order and the proper manage-
ment of culture and civility, according 
to a sub-decree signed by Prime Min-

ister Hun Sen dated February 16.
Comprising 11 chapters and 20 ar-

ticles, the sub-decree said the NIG will 
incorporate and manage the Domes-
tic Internet Exchange (DIX) and the 
International Internet Gateway (IIG).

The DIX is the national intercon-
nection point for internet service 
providers (ISPs) in the Kingdom, 
while the IIG carries internet proto-
col (IP) data to other countries.

The sub-decree said: “The NIG’s DIX 
and IIG will be installed in Phnom Penh, 

Sihanoukville, Banteay Meanchey 
province’s Poipet town, Svay Rieng 
province’s Bavet town and at other des-
ignated locations based on the actual 
demand and as approved by the Minis-
try of Posts and Telecommunications.”

The statute invited parties interest-
ed in operating the NIG to apply for a 
licence from the Telecommunication 
Regulator of Cambodia (TRC).

It said the appointed operator would 
have to “manage and facilitate con-
nections and the use of infrastructure, 

network and internet services at all in-
stances of the NIG, as well as terrestrial 
cross-border network infrastructure.

“It will have to install and configure 
the routers, switches and other net-
work equipment to ensure the quality 
and security of network connections 
or peering facilities for NIG and opera-
tors of [other] international gateways.

“[It must also] cooperate with the 
[ministry] and TRC, as well as [other]

National Internet Gateway 
gets PM stamp of approval
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New WTO 
chief focuses 
on equitable 
jab rollouts
NIGERIA’S Ngozi Okonjo-Iwea-
la, newly selected head of the 
World Trade Organisation 
(WTO), said on February 16 she 
will push for concrete results in 
addressing the dual economic 
and health crises facing the globe.

Her immediate goals are to 
ensure vaccines are produced 
and distributed worldwide, not 
just for rich nations, and to resist 
the push towards protectionism 
that worsened during the pan-
demic, so that free trade can 
help the economic recovery.

“I think the WTO is too 
important to allow it to be 
slowed down, paralysed and 
moribund,” she said in an 
interview. “That’s not right.”

She will take over leadership 
on March 1 of an institution that 
has become weighed down and 
increasingly defanged, especial-
ly by the open hostility of Donald 
Trump’s administration.

Amid the turmoil, including 
the US move that shutdown the 
dispute resolution court in 
December 2019 about com-
plaints about handling of dis-
putes with China, her predeces-
sor stepped down last August, a 
year before his term was up.

Selected by the membership
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shocking expertise
a man donning slippers and standing on a ladder mounted on a remorque handles wires without the standard protective gear overlooking 
electrical safety, in phnom penh’s russey Keo district. HEAN RANGSEY
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Nov Sivutha

KaMPONG Thom provincial 
authorities have suspended 
Damrei Slab village chief Luong 
Lok from his position for alleged-
ly using an IDPoor card that did 
not belong to him in order to 
receive cash benefits which he 
then provided to his daughter. 

The IDPoor benefits are 
only for poor and economi-
cally vulnerable citizens af-
fected by Covid-19.

Kampong Svay district gov-
ernor un both confirmed to 
The Post on february 17 that 
Lok had been suspended after 
he failed to provide money to 
a 61-year-old woman named 
Khum Nav who rightfully 
holds the IDPoor card. 

He said the 61-year-old had 
gone to live with her son in 
battambang province but the 
village chief retained her card 
claiming that it was in case she 
eventually returned. Lok then 
used the card to collect govern-
ment benefits meant for the 
woman from last June onward.  

both explained that Lok had 
been receiving 140,000 riel 
($35) per month which added 
up to a total amount of more 
than one million riel by the 
time the case came to light.

He said Lok had claimed 
that he had attempted to 
contact the elderly women 
several times so that he could 
give her the money but that 
he was unable to reach her. 

both said Lok’s daughter is 
also poor and that she had re-
turned from Thailand at some 
point, so Lok had then given 
the card to his daughter so that 
she could receive the 140,000 
riel a month to buy rice. 

“The elderly woman, Nav, 
has made no complaint be-
cause she went to live in bat-
tambang province with her 
son. Given that fact, she is 
no longer poor because her 
son is rich. but not knowing 
this and out of pity the vil-

lage chief kept collecting the 
money for her,” both said.

He further explained that it 
was Nav’s son who had filed 
a complaint against Lok for 
taking his mother’s money, 
whereupon Lok had offered to 
pay them eight month’s worth 
of compensation – but the son 
had refused to accept the offer. 

both elaborated that he had 
called in Lok for questioning 
about this alleged misconduct. 
He said Lok made two mis-
takes, first by giving the card to 
his daughter and second by reg-
istering her for IDPoor without 
following legal procedures.

both said he will investigate 
Lok’s misconduct further af-
ter the suspension, saying the 
money that Nav’s son refused 
to accept will go towards the 
national budget.

Damrei Slap commune 
chief yoeng Heab said when 
Lok was contacted about the 
situation, he had handed her 
the IDPoor card and paid the 
money he had received to her 
– since she was his commune 
chief – so that she could give 
it to Nav or her son. 

according to Heab, this case 
has been in mediation on several 
occasions but the son has refused 
to accept any resolution and 
had instead filed a complaint 
with the Kampong Svay district. 

“In fact, this whole situation 
came about because the village 
chief felt pity for the elderly 
woman. He used the card to 
collect the money for her when 
she returns. but Nav’s son is 
not happy about it,” she said.

Nav’s son, Hoarn Cheak-
hoeng, said the former village 
chief had fraudulently taken the 
money from the government. 

“The government provided 
this money to help the poor. 
and when the commune and 
village officials behave like 
this, people aren’t going to 
be happy about it. but if the 
money goes back to the state 
now, that’s fine,” he said.

Village chief suspended 
for misappropriation of 
IDPoor cash payments

Migrants abroad asked not 
to return for Khmer New year
Mom Kunthear

M
INISTer of Health 
Mam bun Heng has 
called on Cam-
bodian migrant 

workers who are living and 
working in Thailand to refrain 
from returning to their home-
land during the Khmer New 
year holiday in april in order to 
prevent the spread of Covid-19. 

He made the remarks while 
visiting Cambodian migrant 
workers who are in quaran-
tine in battambang province 
on february 16. 

“Please cooperate with the 
government in this matter to 
stop the spread of Covid-19. I 
understand that you wish to 
reunite with your families dur-
ing the holiday, but please do 
not come to visit at this time 
in order to help us prevent the 
spread of Covid-19,” he said.  

bun Heng added that amid 
the pandemic, people should 
seek domestic work before 
migrating abroad to avoid 
contracting the virus. He said 
the Ministry of Labour and 
Vocational Training had also 
prepared some work and 
taught some skills to migrant 
workers who have lost their 
jobs due to Covid-19.

“Those who have land to 
cultivate rice or farm should 
grow crops to whatever extent 
they can instead. Don’t en-
ter and exit Thailand to find 
work because Covid-19 could 
spread from Thailand and you 
put Cambodian communities 
at risk that way,” he said.

bun Heng also asked all 
provincial authorities on the 
Cambodia-Thailand border 
to continue taking tough 
measures against middlemen 
or brokers who illegally bring 
migrant workers clandestine-

ly to skip quarantine.  
He also reminded those at 

the borders to continue to 
carry out hygiene measures 
regularly according to the 
health ministry’s guidelines.

bun Heng also warned that 
the new Covid-19 variants 
spreading across the globe 
presented an increased risk of 
transmission and that Cambo-
dia had detected three cases of 
those variants already among 
the people who had tested posi-
tive while entering the country. 

On february 16, the health 
ministry organised a course 
training medical professionals 
for the Covid-19 vaccination 
campaign in Phnom Penh and 
the provinces bordering Thai-
land and Vietnam in order to 
strengthen their capacity. 

Health ministry spokeswom-
an Or Vandine said: “This train-

ing ... is to comprehensively 
prepare medical professionals 
to vaccinate groups of people 
against Covid-19,” she said.

Vandine called on all people 
to protect themselves by con-
tinuing to carry out the rec-
ommended health measures 
regardless of vaccination be-
cause it was not certain that 
the current vaccines would 
offer full protection against 
the new variants. 

“We have found three cases 
of people with the new vari-
ants. That number seems 
small but the risk of infection 
in our communities would 
have been huge if these three 
patients had not been found 
in time. Some of the new vari-
ants are more infectious and 
spread faster,” she said.

Vandine underscored that a 
widespread outbreak of these 

new variants in Cambodia is 
possible though it is not a cer-
tainty. She said it depends on 
whether preventive measures 
are carried out by everyone 
consistently in addition to 
ensuring that all inbound pas-
sengers to Cambodia are test-
ed and placed in quarantine.

The health ministry said on 
february 17 that from febru-
ary 10-16, a total of 2,611 out 
of 3,219 volunteers have been 
vaccinated, with 608 hav-
ing been denied vaccination 
because of their pre-existing 
health conditions. 

During the same period, a 
total of 8,894 officials from 
the Ministry of National De-
fence have been vaccinated.

as of february 17, Cambo-
dia had recorded a total of 
479 Covid-19 cases, with nine 
remaining hospitalised.

Health minister Mam Bun Heng visits migrants at Kamrieng quarantine center. battambang administration

bun rany urges more prenatal care
Mom Kunthear

THe Cambodian red Cross 
(CrC) has encouraged preg-
nant women to seek maternal 
care from the beginning of 
their pregnancy through post-
partum check-ups to ensure 
the health of mothers and ba-
bies as the government strives 
to achieve universal health 
coverage in the Kingdom.

CrC president bun rany 
made the call as she ad-
dressed all compatriots on 
the occasion of the National 
Day of Maternal, Newborn 
and Child Health to be ob-
served on february 21.

bun rany, a “national out-
standing member” of the 
uN Secretary-General’s Joint 
action Plan for Women’s and 
Children’s Health, said: “The 
implementation of the cash 
support programme for preg-
nant women and children un-
der two years old in families 
with equity or priority cards is 
one of Cambodia’s key strate-
gies to improve maternal, 
newborn and child health 
and achieve universal health 
coverage in Cambodia.”

The Population Census of 
Cambodia 2019 showed that 
newborn and child mortality 
rates in Cambodia was compa-
rable to other developing coun-
tries in the region and marked 
improvements over the past.

Minister of Interior Sar 
Kheng, who chaired the 
census committee, said last 
month that under guidance 
from the uN, a new agenda for 

development was launched, 
dubbed “Target 2030”.

He said the framework con-
sists of sustainable develop-
ment goals aimed at reducing 
the newborn mortality rate 
to less than 12 per 1,000 live 
births and under-five mortality 
rate to less than 25 per 1,000.

Sar Kheng said the results of 
the census indicate that infant 
mortality rates in Cambodia 

had decreased significantly 
from 26 to 18 for newborns 
and from 44 to 28 for children 
under five (per thousand 
births) from 2008 to 2019.

“The census highlights many 
factors which explain how dif-
ferences in access to parental 
education, public health ser-
vices and improved hygiene 
practices have changed in 
Cambodia,” he said.

Meanwhile, bun rany rec-
ommended pregnant women 
go for four regular health 
check-ups prior to childbirth 
to consult with medical pro-
fessionals or midwives at 
health centres or hospitals 
near their homes.

following child birth, new 
mothers should get postpar-
tum health check-ups for 
themselves and their babies, 
including 11 types of vaccina-
tions scheduled for children 
under two years old.

“I appeal to all leaders, civil 
servants, health workers, and 
service providers to partici-
pate in supporting the effec-
tive implementation of the 
government’s social protec-
tion policies,” she said.

Cambodian Red Cross president Bun Rany checking up on newborn 
baby and mother in Phnom Penh. CrC
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and the district or even the 
province might need to be 
locked down,” he said.

He called for strict law 
enforcement on all illegal acts 
committed by officers to set an 
example to them and to the 
middlemen.

On february 15, Hun Sen 
ordered the border provinces 
to take strict measures against 
the ringleaders of groups who 
bring migrant workers across 
the border illegally and to 
remain vigilant against such 
acts and hunt down those who 
perpetrate them.

article 11 of the Law on the 
Suppression of Human Traf-
ficking and Sexual exploita-
tion states: “a person who 
unlawfully removes another 
person who is in a country 
outside Cambodia for the pur-
pose of delivering or transfer-
ring that person to another 
country... shall be punished 
with imprisonment for seven 
to 15 years.”

However, the prison term 
could increase to 15-20 years 
if the offence is committed by 
a public official or when the 
offence is committed by an 
organised group.

Increased 
crackdown 
sought for 
trafficking

Gov’ts urged to vaccinate migrants workers
Niem Chheng

T
He International Organisa-
tion for Migration (IOM) 
Cambodia urged all govern-
ments to include migrant 

workers in their national Covid-19 
vaccination plans, while the Ministry 
of Health has prioritised the prov-
inces bordering with Thailand and 
Vietnam for vaccination but only for 
carefully chosen priority groups.

“Migrants are the everyday he-
roes who continue to contribute 
to the economy even during the 
pandemic. They should be fully 
included in the national Covid-19 
vaccination plans,” said 

Kristin Parco, chief of mission for 
IOM Cambodia. 

In an email to The Post on febru-
ary 17, Parco said there should be ad-
equate consideration of migrants and 
no exclusion of anyone based on their 
migration status and that if the nation-
al priority is health workers, then mi-
grant health workers should be equally 
prioritised. Or if older persons are con-
sidered a priority, then older migrants 
should equally be prioritised.

Parco said migrants are often 
one of the neglected populations 
as many countries are preparing 
their national deployment and vac-
cination plans even though some 
of them may be disproportionately 
exposed to health risks due to sub-
standard living and working condi-
tions, stigma and discrimination or 
lack of access to health services.

“The pandemic has shown that 
when it comes to public health, no 
one is protected unless everyone is 
protected. It is therefore crucial that 
governments recognise the public 
health importance of accounting for 
all categories of migrants, irrespec-

tive of legal status, in Covid-19 na-
tional vaccination plans,” she wrote.

Parco noted that the Cambodian 
government had put considerable 
effort into National Deployment and 
Vaccination Plan and that following 
this plan was important to have a safe 
and smooth vaccination campaign. 

“IOM stands ready to assist gov-
ernments and partners in the de-
livery of the Covid-19 vaccine to 
expand the reach of immunisation 
campaigns to migrants and other 

mobile populations,” she wrote.
Health ministry spokeswoman 

Or Vandine said on february 17 that 
the 300,000 doses of Sinopharm 
vaccine donated by China would 
cover around 149,500 people. Her 
ministry is preparing a vaccination 
plan thoroughly before deliver-
ing the vaccines to the prioritised 
groups in the provinces. 

“actually, we do want to vaccinate 
widely, but right now our vaccine sup-
ply is limited. Therefore, our vaccina-

tion must be for specific groups – one 
after another in order – and we must 
ensure that we have enough vaccines 
for people to get two doses each.

“That is why we have to be careful 
with selecting the priority groups 
who can come to get the vaccine 
free of charge in the assigned or-
der,” Vandine said.

She added that the provinces bor-
dering Thailand and Vietnam are a 
priority as many migrant workers 
are flocking back home while the 

two countries are experiencing high 
rates of transmission.

Cambodian ambassador to South 
Korea Long Dimanche said on feb-
ruary 17 that the country will roll 
out vaccinations from february 26 
through November for all people 
living there.

“foreigners living, working and 
studying in South Korea, including 
Cambodians, will also receive vac-
cination just like all Korean citizens 
without discrimination, though it 
has not yet been announced when 
foreign workers will be vaccinated. 

“but the schedule for diplomats 
hasn’t been determined either,” he said.

Separately, the Thai embassy in 
Phnom Penh said on february 17 
that Thailand will start the first phase 
of vaccination for priority groups 
from february to May and the sec-
ond phase from approximately June 
until the end of the year. 

There are currently more than one 
million Cambodian migrants work-
ing in Thailand.

Thailand’s first priority group consists 
of frontline health workers, followed by 
those at high risk across the country.

“The draft strategy on Thailand’s vac-
cination rollout prioritises inoculation 
based on risk, irrespective of national-
ity and on a voluntary basis,” it said. 

The embassy added that Thailand 
considered healthcare and medi-
cal treatment as basic human rights, 
which would ensure universal health 
coverage and vaccination for the Thai 
population as well as migrant workers.

“as for access to vaccines, our in-
oculation strategy is based on risk 
and not status or nationality and 
should migrant workers fall into a 
risk category, they will be covered by 
the national scheme and given the 
same priority,” it said.

Migrants return from Thailand through the O’Smach International Border Checkpoint in Oddar Meanchey province in December. 
Oddar Meanchey adMinistratiOn

Trial for activists adjourned until March 10
Kim Sarom

THe trial of rong Chhun and 
two other activists charged 
with causing social chaos over 
issues related to border with 
Vietnam has been adjourned 
until next month following a 
heated exchange of words 
between lawyers for the gov-
ernment and Chhun’s attor-
neys during the third hearing 
on february 17.

Chhun, a member of the 
Cambodia Watchdog Coun-
cil, was present at the hearing 
along with Sar Kanika and Ton 
Nimol, who took part in a pro-
test demanding his release.

The trial was presided over 
by Judge Li Sokha with Seng 
Heang as prosecutor. 

Defence lawyers included 
Sam Sokong, Chuong Chou 
Ngy, Ket Khy and Lor Chunthy  
while lawyers representing 
the government were Chhit 
boravuth and Kuon Saroeun. 

During the hearing, defence 
lawyer Sokong questioned 
Chhun regarding his arrest 
and whether the police had 
executed the warrant at night.  

Chhun confirmed that the 
police had arrested him at 
night at his home in Phnom 
Penh’s Chak angre Krom 
commune.  He said he could 
not count the exact number 
of police but a great many of 
them had been present. 

Chhun added that at the 
time the police did not show 
him the arrest warrant and 

they had forcibly placed him 
in the back of a lorry. 

He said they brought him to 
the Phnom Penh municipal 
police station for question-
ing, but that they did not mis-
treat him.

Prosecutor Seng Heang 
noted to the court that he was 
a legal coordinator that night 
and had gone to Chhun’s 
home with the police. 

“That night, I went directly 
there in person so there was no 

need to show the arrest war-
rant because it was a flagrant 
offence,” Seng Heang said.

Chhun said: “I’m not a law-
yer, but I’ve learned a few 
things about the law.  you are 
an actual lawyer and yet you 
didn’t think to show me the 
arrest warrant and you didn’t 
bother to introduce yourself 
to me, so how would I know 
who you are? If you don’t tell 
me that you are a prosecutor, I 
have no way of knowing that.”

Director of border Survey 
Technical Department Lay 
Sieng Ly gave testimony on 
february 17 that Chhun’s state-
ments regarding the border be-
tween poles 114 and 119 in Tra-
peang Phlong village in Tbong 
Khmum province’s Ponhea 
Kraek district are not true.  

Sieng Ly said he had mea-
sured and planted the poles 
there himself, and he did not 
see any land that had been 
lost to Vietnam. 

He further testified that in 
2009, the location was all for-
est without houses or people 
farming crops, and his work-
ing group had gone there to 
measure the border and had 
finished planting the border 
poles in late 2010.

“The allegations of land loss 
to Vietnam are not true. I base 
that assertion on the strength 
of the documentary evidence, 
not just my own statements 
about it. 

“Chhun made these inflam-
matory public statements 
saying that land had been 
lost to Vietnam and he did so 
without informing my depart-
ment about it when he went to 
check the border,” he said.

During the hearing, gov-
ernment lawyer boravuth 
requested that Sieng Ly ex-
plain the techniques used to 
measure and plant the bor-
der poles. 

Defence lawyer Sokong then 
objected and said the ques-
tion about the techniques 
seemed to be irrelevant to the 
facts of the case. He said the 
case is about statements al-
legedly made by Chhun and 
not about border measure-
ment techniques.  

an argument between the 
two sides then erupted and 
they vigorously debated the 
relevance of boravuth’s line 
of questioning at length – un-
til Judge Kanika finally an-
nounced the adjournment of 
the trial to March 10.

Rong Chhun supporters gather to demand his release at the Supreme Court in Phnom Penh in November. hOnG Menea
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Long Kimmarita

INDIGeNOuS villagers in romnea 
commune of Mondulkiri province’s 
Sen Monorom town have lodged 
complaints disputing authorities’ 
issuance of titles to their lands in the 
names of unrelated individuals.

from february 1 to 15, commune 
authorities posted announcements of 
land titles to be issued and invited the 
public to verify details prior to results be-
ing made official. During that period, 
however, confusion ensued as many 
families filed complaints, claiming that 
titles had been deeded incorrectly.

Local resident Nou Chang claimed 
that a title for her land had been is-
sued in the name of someone else. In 
a letter from february 13, she stated 
that her original complaint had not 
been accepted by local authorities.

“This is the land that my parents 
inherited a long time ago. I do not 
have a plot of land registered in my 
name, but I have lived on the land 
for 22 years. I have a home and crops 
and my neighbours as witnesses. My 
husband and I strongly oppose the 
issuance of this land title,” she said. 

roeun Hen, a 37-year-old resident of 
Poulung village in romnea commune, 
told The Post on february 16 that a title 
for her family’s private land had been 
issued by authorities in error to some-
one who was not the rightful landowner.

furthermore, she said, when no-
tice of title issuance was posted, 
many people living in the vicinity 
had found irregularities in the of-
ficial declarations, including seeing 
their land allocated to strangers. 

“We filed a complaint against this 
plan with the district administration, 

but the official on duty did not want 
to register it. He accepted some but 
not ours. We will continue to protest if 
there is no resolution for us,” she said.

romnea commune chief Phy Ngok 
told The Post on february 16 that the 
allocations of titles had been determined 
by experts in the administration, and 
citizens’ protests might be due to irregu-
larities in measurement or location data.

Ngok disputed the validity of claims 
that authorities had refused to accept 
citizens’ complaints, saying they had 
all been recorded and referred to higher 
level officials for review and resolution.

“There was a lot of confusion as we 
received these complaints. In total, 
more than 50 people protested. We 
have submitted them [complaints] 
to the land management depart-
ment. The results will be corrected, 
and then we will continue,” he said.

Kreung Tola, forestry activist and 
coordinator for the Indigenous Peo-
ple Network, said all public admin-
istration documents must be col-
lected pertaining to cases of citizens 
seeking intervention.

He said it appeared that citizens 
were facing injustice on account 
of incorrect issuance of land titles 
while their claims were dismissed as 
officials pushed responsibility from 
one institution to another.

“administrative procedures should 
be revised in Mondulkiri province. 
We should not deny people their 
rightful documents. 

“Now the problem is systemic, 
and when people protest, their com-
plaints are not registered. National 
and local officials should review this 
issue to find a solution for the real 
landowners,” he said.

Indigenous villagers in
dispute over land titles

Partnership provides youth 
mobile devices, data service
Voun Dara 

u
NeSCO and Smart axiata 
have officially signed a 
partnership agreement to 
provide two years of sup-

port to the basic education equiva-
lency Programme (beeP), covering 
2020-2022. 

The agreement includes the provi-
sion of mobile devices and mobile 
data credits for out-of-school youths 
to further their educations. 

The partnership agreement was offi-
cially signed on february 17 by uNeS-
CO Country representative in Cambo-
dia Sardar umar alam and Smart axiata 
CeO Thomas Hundt at the Ministry of 
education, youth and Sports. 

education minister Hang Chuon 
Naron presided over the ceremony 
along with secretary of state for the 
Ministry of Labour and Vocational 
Training Pich Sophoan.

according to education ministry 
officials, Smart has been actively 
involved in supporting the beeP 
programme since its first phase be-
gan in 2017-2018. This is the second 
phase of Smart’s continued support 
for beeP, providing both devices and 
the mobile internet access.

according to the press release an-
nouncing the agreement, Smart has 
committed to providing 350 internet 
connected tablets and 350 SIM cards 
with unlimited data and internet pack-
ages along with five laptops in order to 
sponsor 500 students’ access to online 
courses free of charge through 2022.

The press release quoted Smart CeO 
Hundt as saying that access to educa-

tion was a basic human right and one 
that Smart believes in very strongly. 

“by harnessing the power of tech-
nology, young people, especially 
those who have entered the work-
force without basic qualifications, 
now have opportunities to continue 
learning, growing and improving. 

“We are proud to continue the part-
nership with uNeSCO and the relevant 
ministries to address an urgent need to 
provide ongoing educational opportu-
nities to young people,” Hundt said.

uNeSCO’s umar alam said the or-
ganisation is pleased to continue work-
ing together with Smart to provide flex-
ible and digital educational solutions 
for students at beeP learning centres 
to pursue their studies remotely.

“This public and private partner-
ship will create more opportunities 
to ensure youth can access quality 

education and job oriented skills,” 
Sardar umar was quoted as saying.

a total of 21 beeP learning centres 
were established in 2019-2020 in 12 
municipalities and provinces across 
Cambodia and there are plans to ex-
pand the programme to include 35 
learning centres across 15 munici-
palities and provinces by 2023, ac-
cording to the press release.

The education ministry con-
firmed that beeP is a joint initiative 
between the education and labour 
ministries and uNeSCO to expand 
access to basic education for young 
people and to help address the high 
dropout rate for high school stu-
dents and provide those students 
with an opportunity to further their 
educations through Technical Vo-
cational and Training institutes or 
technical schools.

Smart Mobile CEO Thomas Hundt (left) and UNESCO’s Sardar Umar Salam sign an 
agreement as education minister Hang Chuon Naron looks on. unesco
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Motorcyclists 
prohibited on 
angkor Thom
Nov Sivutha

T
He apsara National 
authority (aNa) has 
announced an imme-
diate ban on riding 

motorcycles on the ramparts 
of angkor Thom in the angkor 
archaeological Park for the 
protection of the ruins.

In a statement on february 
17, the aNa said that in ad-
dition to preventing damage 
to the ancient structure, the 
decision will facilitate repair 
work on angkor Thom’s Ta 
Kav (West) Gate being carried 
out by Cambodian experts.

“It is forbidden to ride mo-
torbikes on angkor Thom’s 
rampart, except with explicit 
permission from the aNa. 
Permission to travel on ang-
kor Thom’s rampart is re-
served for pedestrians and 
cyclists,” it said.

aNa spokesman Long Ko-
sal told The Post on february 
17 that angkor Thom rampart 
was not suitable for use by 
motorbikes. because the path 
was used for transporting ma-
terials to repair the temple, he 
speculated that some visitors 
had thought it was also open to 
motor vehicles for leisure use.

“Currently, renovations 

at angkor Thom are almost 
complete, so we will not al-
low motorcyclists to ride on 
it anymore. We’ll allow cy-
clists and walkers. The ban 
on motorcycles will be per-
manent,” he said.

according to Kosal, angkor 
Thom’s exterior wall encloses 
3sq km.

angkor Tour Guide associa-
tion president Khieu Thy wel-
comed the aNa’s announce-
ment for the conservation of 
the temple. He said that over 
time, vibrations created by 
motorcycles would cause deg-
radation of the temple, noting 
that is nearly 1,000 years old.

Thy added that activities 
which damaged the ruins 
also disrespected the Khmer 
people’s ancient ancestors 
who worked hard to build 
the structures.

“The ban on riding motor-
bikes is good for the preser-
vation of our ancient tem-
ples, but it is still permissible 
to ride bicycles. riding a bi-
cycle is a better way to visit 
the area, and it’s good exer-
cise,” he said.

www.phnompenhpost.com
check the post website 
for breaking news

report details public water sources
Niem Chheng

THe General Population Census of Cam-
bodia 2019 has provided detailed informa-
tion regarding sources of clean drinking 
water for the provincial populations across 
the Kingdom, determining which regions 
depend on rivers, streams, lakes and ponds 
as primary sources while others depend 
mostly on wells or transported water.

The census report indicated that Stung 
Treng province had the highest rate of 
dependence on natural bodies of water 
and waterways at 46.1 per cent of the pop-
ulation. Six other provinces relying on 
these as primary sources of water were 
Pursat (28.4 per cent), Kampot (25.3 per 
cent), Oddar Meanchey (24.8 per cent), 
Pailin (21.5 per cent), battambang (20.9 per 
cent) and Mondulkiri (20.6 per cent).

The provinces most dependent on 
water transported by tanker lorries were 
Oddar Meanchey (21.3 per cent) and 
Kampong Speu (17.8 per cent).

Provinces with the highest use of bot-
tled drinking water were Pailin (30.3 per 
cent), Kep (26.5 per cent) and banteay 
Meanchey (22 per cent).

The five provinces where people were 
most dependent on pumping or drilling 
wells were Svay rieng (83.9 per cent), Prey 
Veng (70 per cent), Tbong Khmum (51.2 
per cent), Siem reap (39.1 per cent) and 
Kampong Chhnang (36.5 per cent).

Neam Kopy, an environmental special-
ist, described Cambodia as a water-rich 
country but said in order to save enough 
water to meet the people’s needs, the gov-
ernment should find better ways to store 
water according to the actual situation of 
each area.

“In the areas that receive the most rain-
fall, we need to build additional reservoirs 
or increase the capacities of existing res-
ervoirs to sustain supply through the dry 
season. The government should be stra-

tegic. every year, our country has lots of 
rainfall. The problem is how to keep the 
water from the rainy season for use in the 
dry season,” he said.

Ministry of Water resources and Mete-
orology spokesman Chan yutha could not 
be reached for comment on february 17.

Ministry of environment spokesman 
Neth Pheaktra said work was ongoing to 
protect natural water resources.

“Maintaining forests and water sources is 
a necessary task. for example, Phnom Kulen 
is the main water source for Siem reap prov-
ince, and there are as many as 56 water 
sources which need to be maintained to 
protect water supplies for the whole prov-
ince. It is the same with other provinces, 
which necessarily means maintaining water 
sources including forests,” he said.

Pheaktra added that paying closer 
attention to water resources has resulted 
in the government implementing a pilot 
programme called “Payment for ecosys-
tem Service”, a new system of tax liabili-
ties for businesses which consume water 
as part of their income model.

“So far, we are applying the system on 
a voluntary basis, and we are using that 
money to protect water resources and 
forests in the area,” he said. 

The environment ministry has also 
appealed to the public as well as compa-
nies, hotels and guesthouses to conserve 
water for the sake of the environment.

If water resources are not protected, the 
country could face shortages and other 
challenges in the context of climate 
change, Pheaktra said.

a girl filters rainwater into a jar in kampong thom province’s stoung district. HENG CHIVOAN



Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,900 16,880 17,000 16,880

2 GTI 3,300 3,180 3,300 3,180

3 PAS 13,480 13,700 13,700 13,420

4 PEPC 2,950 2,950 2,950 2,950

5 PPAP 11,980 11,960 11,980 11,960

6 PPSP 1,540 1,530 1,540 1,530

7 PWSA 6,080 6,100 6,100 6,080

Date: February 17, 2021
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Kingdom-Japan trade slips 8% in 2020
Thou Vireak

b
ILaTeraL trade between 
Cambodia and Japan was 
worth $2.09957 billion last 
year, down 8.45 per cent 

from 2019, data from Japan external 
Trade Organisation (JeTrO) show.

Cambodia exported $1.615 billion 
worth of merchandise to Japan last 
year, down 6.7 per cent, and import-
ed $484.699 million, down 13.8 per 
cent. The Kingdom’s trade surplus 
with Japan was $1.130 billion.

Notable Cambodian exports to Ja-
pan were garments, bags, footwear, 
furniture, cosmetics, paper, office 
supplies and leather goods, accord-
ing to the Ministry of Commerce. 
arrivals from Japan included ma-
chinery, automobiles, electronics, 
furniture, fabrics and plastics.

JeTrO Phnom Penh Office chief 
representative Marisa Haruta on 
february 3 said Cambodia has made 
one of the fastest recoveries from 
Covid-19 in aSeaN, citing a survey of 
Japanese companies in Cambodia.

She was speaking at the first edi-
tion of Japanese products show-
case “Good Goods Japan 2021” in 
the Kingdom.

Through a number of online pro-
grammes and projects, JeTrO is 
working to ramp up business and 
maintain the Kingdom’s sizeable 
trade surplus with Japan, she said.

“In a joint spirit, we are commit-
ted to working more closely with the 
Ministry of Commerce, the Cambodia 
Chamber of Commerce [CCC] and 
the Cambodian business community, 
and we expect that many Japanese 
programmes and projects will be 
present in Cambodia in the future. We 
need to work together to create busi-
ness together,” Haruta said. 

CCC director-general Nguon Meng 
Tech said the Japanese play an im-
portant role in increasing Cambo-
dian economic development, with 
investment from the country rapidly 
rising over the past decade.

With more than 1,500 Japanese in-
vestors in Cambodia, he stressed that 
the Kingdom boasts an abundance of 
exciting, largely untapped potential 
in diverse sectors such as food pro-
cessing, eco-tourism, manufacturing 
and human resource development.

“Cambodia has signed the rCeP 
[regional Comprehensive economic 
Partnership] and free trade agreements 
with China and [soon with] South Ko-
rea that will enable the market to ex-
pand and the economy to flourish.

“Worth mentioning is Cambodia’s 
strategic location for partnerships, 

with the utmost suitability as a pro-
duction base and eased access to 
international marketing channels,” 
Meng Tech said.

The 2021 minimum wage for the 
textile, garment and footwear sector 
is $192 for regular workers and $187 
for probationary ones.

Hong Vanak, director of Interna-
tional economics at the royal acad-
emy of Cambodia, told The Post that 
the Covid-19 outbreak had stymied 
bilateral trade between the two coun-
tries, leading to the slight decrease in 
trade volume posted last year.

“Trade relations between the two 
countries this year will be greater 
than last year, and Japanese-made 
goods will be in demand on the 
Cambodian market again now that 
Cambodia has started Covid-19 

vaccinations,” Vanak said.
between 1994 and the end of last 

month, the Council for the Devel-
opment of Cambodia (CDC) had 
approved 144 Japanese investment 
projects worth $2.79 billion, 66 of 
which are in special economic zones 
(SeZ) with $340 million in capital in-
vestment, it said in a press release.

CDC secretary-general Sok Chen-
da Sophea said Japanese investors 
play an important role in contribut-
ing to Cambodia’s economic growth, 
even as the world grapples with the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

“Their continued investment in 
Cambodia is a testament to the 
commitment of Japanese investor, 
which builds up strong confidence 
in the royal Government of Cam-
bodia,” he said.

eu asked to order more agriculture products
May Kunmakara

MINISTer of agriculture, forestry and 
fisheries Veng Sakhon on february 16 
asked the european Chamber of Commerce 
in Cambodia (euroCham) to motivate 
european companies to ramp up orders 
of Cambodian agricultural products.

This comes in light of unremarka-
ble export figures from the sector, 
even as the government steps up pro-
motion of the products.

The minister’s proposal was made 
during a meeting with newly appoint-
ed euroCham president Tassilo brinzer, 
who led a delegation to the ministry.

Sakhon made a presentation to the 
delegates on the progress of the agricul-
tural sector in the context of the global 
spread of Covid-19, stressing that Cam-

bodia has ensured food security and is 
actively pushing for exports – especial-
ly to China, South Korea and the eu.

Notable target agricultural commod-
ities include milled rice, peppercorn, 
cassava chips, processed cashew nuts, 
yellow bananas, Keo romiet mangoes 
and their syrup, according to the minister.

“for the european market, apart 
from milled rice, the volume of other 
agricultural exports seemingly 
remains at low levels,” he said.

addressing brinzer, the minister 
added: “I implore you as the new 
president to review and consider 
Cambodian crop products so that the 
Kingdom can export greater amounts 
to the european market.”

Sakhon said the ministry is looking 
forward to cooperating with euro-

Cham to jointly maintain a healthy 
investment climate in the Cambodian 
agricultural and agribusiness sectors.

brinzer vowed to strengthen and 
deepen cooperation between euro-
Cham and the ministry to jointly 
develop the Kingdom’s agricultural 
industry now and down the line.

even in the face of the Covid-19 crisis, 
he highlighted the government’s efforts, 
through the ministry, to stabilise eco-
nomic fluctuations in the sector – even 
achieving remarkable growth, provide 
food security and boost exports. 

He said the eu will continue to work 
with the government and the ministry 
to drive up agricultural production by 
integrating new capabilities and tech-
nologies as market demand dictates, 
as well as expanding agricultural 

processing and human resource train-
ing – in a way that is consistent with 
climate change prevention and inclu-
sivity objectives – to ensure the King-
dom retains its competitive edge.

Cambodia exported a total of 203,485 
tonnes of seven major cash crops last 
month – namely milled rice, natural 
rubber, corn, cashew nuts, pepper-
corn, as well as fresh bananas, chillies 
and mangoes, the ministry reported.

Preliminary ministerial estimates 
show that the Kingdom exported 
more than 8.55 million tonnes of agri-
cultural products last year – through 
formal and informal channels – worth 
more than $2.32 billion.

at the top of the list were cassava, 
cashew nuts, Pailin longan, peppercorn, 
as well as fresh mangoes and bananas.

The Kingdom’s trade surplus with Japan was $1.130 billion last year. HENG CHIVOAN

ISPs anxiously 
await further 
details of NIG
Continued from page 1

relevant authorities and take immedi-
ate action to block or disconnect any 
network connection that affects 
national revenue, security, social 
order, et cetera,” it added.

Sok Channda, president and CeO 
of angkor Data Communication 
Group Co Ltd (MekongNet), noted 
that the NIG would deal somewhat 
of a blow to her business, though 
admitting that she had not looked at 
the finer details of the sub-decree.

“I just saw the sub-decree today. 
Normally, the government wanting 
to control the gateway is the right ap-
proach. but what is important is how 
the government will bring all ISPs to-
gether under a single gateway and a 
single system. I think we’ll hear more 
discussions on that,” she said.

She noted that ISPs typically pro-
vide multiple gateways to build and 
maintain a secure network connec-
tion for their clients and avoid ser-
vice interruptions.

“Now, I am waiting to hear an ex-
planation from the ministry on how 
the NIG will work. for us, if we lose 
one connection, we’ll still have a few 
others at our disposal to guarantee 
our services for clients.”

Pa Chanroeun, president of non-
profit think-tank Cambodian Insti-
tute for Democracy, posted the sub-
decree on his facebook page and 
stressed its significance.

“If implemented from a technical 
standpoint, the sub-decree . . . will be-
come a legal mechanism to maintain 
and protect the security and safety of 
internet use in Cambodia. but if it is 
used politically, it will be a tool to restrict 
digital rights and democracy,” he warned.

Speaking at a meeting on a draft of 
the sub-decree in august, telecoms 
minister Chea Vandeth said the statute 
was aimed at mobilising national rev-
enue and enhancing internet speed 
and connectivity in the Kingdom.

Vandeth told operators that a pra-
kas on service quality would be pro-
vided and emphasised that the con-
nection fee would be low.

The number of active mobile phone 
subscriptions across the Kingdom’s 
six operators was 20,481,051 as of the 
end of May, inching down 0.08 per 
cent from the end of May 2019, the 
latest data from the TrC show.

This figure is the equivalent of 124.09 
per cent of the total population.

The number of mobile internet sub-
scriptions across Cambodia’s seven 
providers also recorded a 2.36 per 
cent drop to 14,863,435, whereas fixed 
broadband internet subscriptions 
across the Kingdom’s 37 providers logged 
a 33.07 per cent climb to 249,132.

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,075 1.2701 6.4582 106.04 4.0395 1.3290 29.99 0.7756 1.2064 1.3876



 
Malaysia’s Pestech and 
Furukawa Electric bag 
$41M job in Cambodia
MALAYSIA’S Pestech 
International Bhd (PSB) and its 
consortium partner Furukawa 
Electric Co Ltd have secured 
two contracts worth 165 
million ringgit ($40.8 million) 
in Cambodia.
Pestech said this is the company’s 
first successful venture to export 
extra high voltage underground 
cable design and laying 
capability overseas.
In a Bursa Malaysia filing, 
Pestech said the consortium 
was awarded the contract today 
by Electricite du Cambodge 
(EdC) of Cambodia for Phnom 
Penh’s transmission and 
distribution system expansion 
project phase 2 (I) – package 3, 
procurement of underground 
transmission and distribution 
line works.
The total contract value is 2.22 
billion yen ($20.9 million) and 
$19.94 million.
PSB pointed out that this is the 
first 230kV underground cable 
work project undertaken by 
EdC in Cambodia.
“This is also PSB’s first 
successful venture to export 
extra high voltage 
underground cable design and 
laying capability overseas,” 
said the company. THE STAR 

(MALAYSIA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

PTTEP launches gas 
production at Malaysia’s 
offshore Block H
THAILAND’S PTT Exploration 
and Production Plc (PTTEP) on 
February 16 announced the 
start of natural gas production 
at its Block H Rotan and Buluh 
fields off the coast of Malaysia’s 
Sabah state. PTTEP said the 
joint project with Malaysia’s 
Petronas will increase domestic 
energy supply and sales volume.
The project commenced 
production on February 6, 
targeting capacity of 270 
million standard cubic feet per 
day, said PTTEP CEO 
Phongsthorn Thavisin.
“The achievement of first gas 
from Block H will increase 
domestic LNG [liquefied 
natural gas] production 
capacity and strengthen 
PTTEP’s investment portfolio 
in Malaysia,” he added.
The production sharing contract 
is operated by PTTEP Sabah Oil 
Ltd, which has a 56 per cent 
interest in the Rotan field and 42 
per cent interest in the 
remaining area. The joint venture 
partners are Petronas and 
Indonesia’s PT Pertamina. THE 

NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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PM petitions for 
more Philippine 
investment in 
Cambodian rice
Thou Vireak 

P
rIMe Minister Hun Sen 
on february 17 called 
on the Philippines to 
invest in Cambodia’s 

rice sector, suggesting they ex-
port the commodity back home 
and to the rest of the world.

He made the plea during a 
courtesy call paid by newly-
minted Philippine ambas-
sador to Cambodia Maria 
amelita C aquino at the Peace 
Palace in Phnom Penh.

“The Philippines can invest 
in Cambodia by financing rice 
millers, building paddy ware-
houses and establishing a net-
work to buy paddy for stock 
and for export to the Philip-
pines,” he said, adding that 
the Kingdom has about six 
million tonnes of milled rice 

in its stockpiles each year.
Cambodia rice federation 

(Crf) secretary-general Lun 
yeng told The Post that milled-
rice exports to the Philippines 
were relatively weak and that 
the federation will try to make 
more inroads into the island 
nation’s market for the King-
dom’s product.

He lauded the prime minis-
ter’s move, saying it will make 
headway towards securing a 
market for the Kingdom’s pri-
vate sector.

“We’ve tried exporting 
milled rice to the Philippines 
before, but there’ve always 
been barriers between buy-
ers and sellers – there are cer-
tain discrepancies in price, 
delivery times and payment 
requirements. but we’ll keep 
trying to talk with the Philip-

pines,” yeng said.
aquino told Hun Sen that her 

mission as an ambassador is to 
expand and reinforce coopera-
tion between the two countries, 
especially in the fields of trade, 
economy and investment.

“The Philippines will pay heed 
to existing agreements that 
have been signed,” she said.

according to Minister of ag-

riculture, forestry and fish-
eries Veng Sakhon, Cambodia 
exported 690,829 tonnes of 
milled rice worth nearly $539 
million last year, which repre-
sents an 11.40 per cent surge 
from 2019, he said.

The minister added that 76 
Cambodian firms exported 
the milled rice to 60 interna-
tional markets, with China 

absorbing the largest share of 
289,439 tonnes, equivalent to 
41.90 per cent of the total.

The eu market took in 
203,791 tonnes, (29.50 per 
cent) of Cambodian milled 
rice, six aSeaN countries im-
ported 86,899 tonnes (12.58 
per cent), while 29 other coun-
tries bought 110,700 tonnes 
(16.02 per cent), he said.

Philippine ambassador to Cambodia Maria Amelita C Aquino (left) pays a courtesy call to Prime Minister Hun 
Sen on February 17 at the Peace Palace in Phnom Penh. AKP

The price of gold has currently 
been around $1,820 per ounce, 
equivalent to $2,200 per tael. 
Analysis by Cheng Daravuth, 
business manager at Golden FX 
Link Capital, suggests that the 
price of gold could fall to $1,777 
per ounce in the next week.

This comes on the back of 
positive expectations that the 

monthly employment rate in the 
US is set to improve, boosting 
the economy and the value of 
the American dollar.

According to a CNBC press 
release last Monday, while 
some 10 million Americans are 
currently jobless, President Joe 
Biden remains optimistic that the 
employment rate will rise. 

Biden expects his $1.9 trillion 
economic stimulus package plan 
to help people and businesses 
affected by the Covid-19 
pandemic and create jobs.

US Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen is also optimistic that 

the US could return to full 
employment in 2022 if the 
economic stimulus package 
is approved, according to the 
same CNBC article. Investors are 
starting to trust that the package 
will be passed as planned under 
Biden’s leadership.

Despite fears surrounding 
the spread of new Covid 
variants, with a vaccine 
campaign fully supported 
by the US government and 
efficient production, the 
outlook remains positive.

For this week’s trading, 
Daravuth recommends selling 

gold at $1,830 per ounce, setting 
the take-profit function at $1,800 
per ounce and the stop-loss 
function at $1,850 per ounce.

Traders can wait and buy gold 
when the price falls to $1,777 
per ounce as it can return to 
$1,800 per ounce, according to 
his technical analysis on the 
gold trend.  
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Gold price to fall due to expectations of US employment increase

Golden FX Link business manager Cheng Daravuth.

Most asian markets down on profit-taking
Most markets fell in asia on feb-
ruary 17, hit by profit-taking 
after a strong rally across the 
world in recent weeks, with 
investors worried valuations 
may have gone too far for now.

However, analysts said that 
while equities have room for a 
drop, the general view is that 
they will resume their strong 
upward march as vaccine roll-
outs, slowing infection rates and 
the easing of lockdowns allow 
economies to return to normal.

focus is also on Washington, 
as uS lawmakers try to push 
through President Joe biden’s 
$1.9 trillion stimulus package, 
the prospect of which has been 
a key driver of a months-long 
surge across global equities.

bets that the vast spending 
splurge will give an extra boost 
to the world’s top economy – 
and the prospect of business 
reopenings – have also fired 
inflation expectations, send-
ing uS Treasury yields close to 
one-year highs.

That has led to concerns 

about rising borrowing costs, 
which market-watchers fear 
could staunch the recovery 
and hit consumer spending.

National australia bank’s rod-
rigo Catril said: “The move up in 
yields has been driven by 
increasing inflationary concerns 
amid a rise in energy prices 
along with the prospect of a big 
uS fiscal stimulus and the global 

recovery entering a more solid 
stage as vaccine rollouts lead to 
the reopening of economies.”

and Stephen Innes at axi 
said in a note: “It’s difficult to 
tell if we have reached any sig-
nificant inflection points, but 
it’s certainly starting to feel 
that the rip higher in uS bond 
yields at least on the margins 
could be the match in the 

stimulus powder barrel.
“That being said it remains to 

be seen if any real drags will hinder 
the raging bull driving equity 
market sentiment these days.”

Innes added that traders 
remained confident the rescue 
package and federal reserve 
largesse – as well as reassurances 
it will keep monetary policy 
loose – will continue to lend 
massive support to markets.

after a mixed lead from Wall 
Street, asian markets stut-
tered, having enjoyed a clear 
run higher so far this year.

Tokyo, Sydney, Singapore, 
Seoul, Mumbai, bangkok, 
Jakarta and Manila all fell, while 
Taipei and Wellington rose.

Hong Kong reversed an ear-
ly sell-off to surge more than 
one per cent in the afternoon 
– breaking 31,000 for the first 
time since June 2018 – fuelled 
by huge interest from inves-
tors in mainland China, where 
markets are still closed for the 
Lunar New year break.

Paris and frankfurt fell at 

the start of trade but London 
edged up.

Liz ann Sonders, at Charles 
Schwab & Co, told bloomberg TV: 
“The market is fairly frothy here 
from a sentiment perspective.

“you have to put a move 
higher in yields that goes out 
of the comfort zone as a poten-
tial risk associated with that.”

Still, the surge in yields 
indicates the outlook remains 
very upbeat.

Seaport Global Holdings’ Tom 
di Galoma said: “There’s a great 
deal of optimism in the air and 
that’s one of the biggest reasons 
we’ve seen this rise in interest 
rates in the uS and globally.”

Oil prices rose again, having 
piled on more than 20 per cent 
this year to sit around 13-month 
highs, with added support com-
ing from a big freeze in Texas 
that has hammered output in 
the key production state.

bitcoin hit another record 
of $51,735.38, having broken 
$50,000 for the first time on 
february 16. AFP

Bitcoin hit another record of $51,735.38, having broken $50,000 for the 
first time on Tuesday. AFP



THE Greater Jakarta residential prop-
erty market has remained strong 
amid the economic downturn of the 
Covid-19 health crisis, while the retail 
property market took a hard hit from 
repeated extensions and frequent 
changes to the government’s restric-
tive policies, says property consul-
tancy Jones Lang LaSalle (JLL).

JLL said at a virtual press briefing on 
February 10 that the residential prop-
erty market recorded a supply of 16,000 
new houses last year, the highest since 
the consultancy started collecting data 
in 2017. Residential sales reached 
13,000 houses with a sales rate of 72 per 
cent, higher than the 63 per cent rate 
for condominiums in Greater Jakarta.

The majority of houses sold last year 
fell within the 600 million to 1.3 billion 
rupiah ($43,000 to 93,000) price range, 
had two to three bedrooms and were 
located in the satellite city of Tan-
gerang, Banten province.

JLL head of research Yunus Karim 
said developers with broad tracts of 
land shifted their focus to building 
residential homes, including by part-
nering with foreign developers.

“Landed houses have been [resilient 
to] the pandemic because Indonesia 
has socioeconomic potential that lures 
both domestic and foreign investors to 
develop landed houses here,” Yunus 
told February 10’s press briefing.

“This is also because buyers with 
usage intent, or end users, are more 
active than [buyers] with an intention 
to invest,” he added.

The public health emergency has 
negatively affected the domestic 

property market, with the latest Bank 
Indonesia survey showing that com-
bined sales of small, medium and 
large houses slumped 30.93 per cent 
in the third quarter last year, a sharp 
contrast from third-quarter growth 
of 13.95 per cent recorded in 2019.

Respondents cited the prolonged 
health crisis and the government’s 
large-scale social restrictions (PSBB) 
as the primary deterrents to purchas-
ing new homes.

The government recorded 8,776 
new Covid-19 infections on February 
10, bringing the nationwide tally to 
1.18 million cases, even as it enforced 
the micro public activity restrictions 
(PPKM Mikro) from February 9-22.

The new policy is more lenient than 
the original PPKM, with one of the more 
significant changes being that it extends 

the operational hours for shopping 
malls and dine-in restaurant services by 
an additional two hours to 9pm.

Around 16 per cent of respondents 
cited high mortgage rates as a deter-
rent, although mortgage rates had 
fallen to 8.63 per cent the third quar-
ter from 8.85 per cent in the second 
quarter.

The survey also showed that resi-
dential property prices grew at a 
slower rate of 1.51 per cent year-on-
year in the third quarter, compared 
to 1.80 per cent growth in the same 
period in 2019. The central bank fore-
cast growth of 1.29 per cent year-on-
year for the fourth quarter of 2020.

Chairman Totok Lusida of Real 
Estate Indonesia (REI) on February 
10 said the Greater Jakarta housing 
market was spurred by millennial 

and middle-class homebuyers, with 
some shifting from buying apart-
ments due to coronavirus concerns.

“Homebuyers have been concerned 
since the Covid-19 outbreak . . . Using 
the same elevators, living in the same 
building,” Totok told The Jakarta Post 
in a phone interview. “But [apartment] 
managers have actually instilled the 
health [protocols]. So, I hope by the 
midterm this year, apartment [sales] 
will start returning to normal.”

Totok’s statement corresponds with 
a 2020 survey by real estate portals 
99.co and Rumah123.com, both part 
of Singapore-based property market-
place 99 Group, which found that 76 
per cent of respondents were still look-
ing to purchase residential property.

One-quarter of respondents, the 
majority of who were Greater Jakarta 
millennials, were searching for houses 
in the 250-500 million rupiah and one-
to-two billion rupiah price ranges.

In the commercial market, JLL said 
the health crisis caused a 34,000sqm 
contraction last year in the demand 
for Jakarta retail space. Correspond-
ingly, the occupancy rate of retail 
property fell to 87 per cent last year 
from 90 per cent in 2019.

The consultancy forecast a further 
decline in occupancy rate to 86 per cent 
this year, as it expected the retail prop-
erty market to become oversaturated.

Despite the Covid-19 restrictions, 
Jakarta’s retail property market saw 
25,400sqm of new shopping centres 
last year, with the new supply of 
shopping centres forecast to reach 
around 130,000sqm this year.

“We are still seeing new stores open-
ing in shopping centres,” said Yunus. 
“We expect the food and beverage, 
beauty and fast fashion sectors to 
remain active this year, while the 
entertainment industry may still need 
to wait for the situation to improve 
before resuming [full] operations.”

In manufacturing, Statistics Indone-
sia (BPS) data showed that the food and 
beverage industry grew 1.66 per cent 
year-on-year in the fourth quarter of 
2020, while the textile and garment 
industry nosedived 10.49 per cent year-
on-year in the same period.

According to Alphonzus Widjaja, who 
chairs the Indonesian Shopping Cent-
ers Association (Appbi), the shopping 
centre occupancy rate fell by 10 to 20 
percentage points to reach between 70 
per cent and 80 per cent, and hovered 
at that level until February 2021.

“In shopping centres, it is normal 
for tenants to come and go,” 
Alphonzus told the Post in a phone 
interview on February 10.

He explained that the decline had 
occurred because many tenants did 
not apply for an extension after their 
lease periods had expired, and some 
tenants even prematurely terminated 
their leases because of severe busi-
ness impacts from the coronavirus-
induced downturn.

“But there was a difference. In nor-
mal times before the pandemic, there 
were many successors if a tenant did 
not extend their lease. During the 
pandemic, there were almost none,” 
Alphonzus said. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS 
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Residential market edges up

Hin Pisei

C
AMBODIA’S resi-
dential market is 
expected to begin 
the year growing at 

a slower pace that year-ago 
readings – as fears of a pro-
tracted Covid-19 pandemic 
stagnate prices – but close out 
2021 with a modest boost, ac-
cording to industry insiders.

The general consensus is that 
growth will not surpass 2019 
levels at any point of the year, as 
the Kingdom anxiously awaits 
the return of short-term visitors 

to spur the rental market and 
overall real estate sector.

Kim Kinkesa, senior manag-
er of CBRE Cambodia, the local 
affiliate of US commercial real 
estate services and investment 
firm CBRE Group Inc, said the 
uptrend in the residential mar-
ket was largely driven by in-
creased interest from investors 
and local customers.

She was speaking to The 
Post on the sidelines of “Fear-
less Forecast 2021”, CBRE 
Cambodia’s yearly flagship 
event on February 17.

“There may be a few snags 

for the [luxury] condo and 
apartment markets, which of-
ten rely on foreign customers, 
but other than that, there won’t 
be much of an issue,” Kinkesa 
said.  “The residential market 
in 2021 will overall be better 
compared to 2020, especially 
for borei [gated-community 
projects] and apartments.”

With many customers 
hesitant and in wait-and-see 
mode during the first months 
of Covid-19 vaccinations, she 
said housing prices will remain 
sluggish in the short-term and 
begin to rise in the second half.

Global Real Estate Associa-
tion president Sam Soknoeun 
said the residential market has 
shown gradual improvement 
since the end of last year after 
Covid-19 stalled the sector for 
some time. But that growth 
pales in comparison with ear-
ly-2020 levels, he said.

“As housing is a necessary 
demand for locals, it will in-
crease further in 2021,” he said, 
stressing: “I believe that by the 
end of 2021, not only the hous-
ing sector, but the real estate 
sector in Cambodia as a whole 
will grow significantly.”

Greater Jakarta housing resilient, retail property down

LIFESTYLE changes brought 
by Covid-19 mean Thai buyers 
are shifting from luxury con-
dominiums to luxury city 
houses in search of better 
value, according to Nexus.

The property consultant 
says its “Luxury House Grand 
Sale” campaign is targeting 
people who love city-living but 
at lower prices than condos in 
the same area. 

A luxury city house is defined 
as a house of 300-1,000sqm, 
usually three storeys or more, 
on a compact plot, explained 
Nexus Property Marketing Co 
Ltd managing director Nalin-
rat Chareonsuphong (pic-
tured, Supplied). A luxury city 
house can be a town home, 
twin house or single house.

Supply of luxury houses in 
Bangkok has grown over the 
past five years, with 56 new 
projects and 796 units, valued 
at more than 40 billion baht 
($1.34 billion), said Nexus.

Ninety per cent of Bang-
kok’s total supply is in the city 
centre, close to public trans-
port. Locations with highest 
number of units are Ekkamai-
Ramintra (26 per cent), 
Sathorn-Rama III (21 per 
cent) and Sukhumvit 
(20 per cent). Projects 
are now expanding to 
Ratchada-Lat Prao 
and Phaholyothin-
Vibhavadi. 

Prices run from 20 
million baht to 
more than 100 mil-
lion baht, though 
most new luxury 
houses go for 30-50 

million baht (42 per cent) and 
20-30 million baht (27 per 
cent). The price of these hous-
es is about three times lower 
than condos, said Nexus.

For example, in Sathorn, the 
average price per sqm of 
super-luxury condominium is 
293,000 baht but only 78,000 
baht for a luxury house. Those 
with a budget of 50 million 
baht could afford a 200sqm 
Penthouse condominium or a 
house with over 700sqm, said 
the property consultancy.

Nexus’s Luxury House Grand 
Sale features leading develop-
ers of over 20 projects, with 
properties priced from 22.9-70 
million baht and maximum 
discounts of 11 million baht. 

Special promotions 
including Euro 

C r e a t i o n s 
f u r n i t u re 
from Italy 
are avail-
able until 
March 31. 
THE NATION 

( T H A I L A N D ) /

A S I A  N E W S  

NETWORK

The uptrend in the residential market was largely driven by increased interest from investors and local customers. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM

Bangkok luxury homes 
‘cheaper than condos’

The Greater Jakarta housing market has been spurred by millennial and middle-class 
homebuyers, with some shifting from buying apartments due to coronavirus concerns. AFP
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uS sells $200M in arms but voices 
concerns on egypt human rights

u
S PreSident Joe biden’s ad-
ministration on february 16 
approved a nearly $200 million 
arms sale to egypt but vowed 

to press human rights issues after a uS ac-
tivist reported harassment of his family.

the biden administration – which has 
vowed to end support for Saudi arabia’s 
offensive operations in yemen’s devas-
tating war and is reviewing a major jet 
sale to the uae – said it approved the 
sale of 168 tactical missiles to egypt.

the $197 million sale of the raytheon-
made rolling airframe Missiles was re-
quested by the egyptian navy to improve 
defence in coastal areas and around the 
red Sea, the uS department of State said.

the uS’ top diplomacy agency said 
in a statement that it approved the sale, 
subject to congressional review, as egypt 
“continues to be an important strategic 
partner in the Middle east”.

biden has vowed a tougher stance on 
human rights after his predecessor don-
ald trump courted egyptian President 
abdel fattah al-Sisi, whom he reportedly 
called “my favourite dictator” in part for 
his cooperation with israel.

a lawyer for Mohamed Soltan, a uS 
citizen who has filed a lawsuit alleging 
torture in egyptian custody, said that 
plain-clothes officers raided the homes 
of six family members on february 14, 
detaining two cousins.

State department spokesman ned 
Price said the uS was aware and “look-
ing into” the account.

“We take seriously all allegations of 
arbitrary arrest or detention,” Price told 
reporters.

“We will bring our values with us into 
every relationship that we have across the 
globe. that includes with our close secu-
rity partners. that includes with egypt.”

in egypt, pro-Sisi television hosts greeted 
the statement about the arrests with dis-
dain – neither confirming or denying their 
veracity – with some such as nashaat al-
deehy bluntly calling Soltan “a terrorist”.

Soltan, the son of a leading member of 
the now-outlawed Muslim brotherhood, 
was arrested in august 2013 after Sisi led 
the military ouster of elected president 
Mohamed Morsi, an islamist.

in 2015, Soltan was released and de-
ported to the uS after renouncing his 
egyptian citizenship. 

He filed the lawsuit in a uS court in 
June and last month worked with mem-
bers of Congress to form a caucus devot-
ed to promoting human rights in egypt.

eric Lewis, a lawyer for Soltan, said: 
“now the egyptian regime is arresting 
his relatives to try to intimidate him into 
silence. Such tactics have no place in the 
international community.” AFP

tHe head of the international 
atomic energy agency (iaea) 
has offered to visit iran to find 
a solution to a looming stand-
off over inspections agreed 
under the 2015 nuclear deal.

iaea chief rafael Grossi said 
iran had informed the Vienna-
based un nuclear agency that 
from february 23, tehran was 
planning to “stop implementing 
voluntary transparency meas-
ures” that form part of the hard-
won international agreement. 

“director-general Grossi has 
offered to travel to iran in order 
to find a mutually agreeable 
solution for the agency to con-
tinue essential verification 
work,” the iaea said, after mem-
ber states were given a report on 
the situation on february 16.

the landmark nuclear deal, 
aimed at limiting tehran’s 
nuclear programme in exchange 
for international sanctions 
relief, is hanging by a thread.

former uS president donald 
trump withdrew from the 
accord in 2018 and re-imposed 
sanctions on tehran, with iran 
a year later gradually suspend-
ing its compliance with most 
key nuclear commitments in 
response.

under the agreement, known 
as the Joint Comprehensive 

agreement Plan of action 
(JCPOa), iaea inspectors are 
supposed to have limited 
access to non-nuclear iranian 
facilities, including military 
sites, in cases of suspected ille-
gal nuclear activity.

but under a law passed by 
iran’s parliament in december, 
tehran is set to stop allowing 
the intrusive inspections late 
this month unless there is an 
easing of uS sanctions.

trump’s successor Joe biden 
has said the uS intends to return 
to the deal, but that Washington 
will only return to full compli-
ance once iran does.

the iaea said in its state-
ment that Grossi was “con-
tinuing to consult with iran”, 
without giving further details 
on plans for any visit.

Grossi has only been to iran 
once since taking over the 
helm of the iaea in 2019.

but the visit in august last 
year was considered a success, 
leading to iaea inspectors 
eventually winning access to 
two sites where undeclared 
nuclear activities may have 
taken place in the early 2000s.

iran on february 15 reiter-
ated that opposition to nucle-
ar weapons was its official 
policy. AFP

US President Joe Biden holds a face mask as he participates in a CNN town hall at the Pabst Theater in Milwaukee, Wisconsin on Tuesday. AFP

trade plays a role in recovery from Covid-19 crisis
Continued from page 1

on february 15, after uS President 
Joe biden’s administration backed 
her candidacy, Okonjo-iweala prom-
ised to breathe fresh life into the trade 
body which she says has lost focus on 
helping improve living conditions for 
real people.

“i believe the WtO can contribute 
more strongly to a resolution of the 
Covid-19 pandemic by helping to 
improve access accessibility and 
affordability of vaccines to poor 
countries,” she said. 

“it’s really in the self-interest of 
every country to see everyone vac-
cinated because you’re not safe until 
everyone is safe.”

Some countries, such as india and 
South africa, have been pushing for a 
suspension of trade rules on patents 
to allow more rapid vaccine rollout.

but rather than get caught in anoth-
er squabble among WtO members, 
Okonjo-iweala said the organisation 
could promote a quicker path.

“instead of spending time arguing 
on those we should look at what the 
private sector is doing” with licensing 
agreements, to allow vaccines to be 
produced in multiple countries – 
something she noted astraZeneca 
already has done in india.

“the private sector has already 
looked for a solution because they 
want to be part of reaching poor coun-
tries and poor people,” she said.

in addition, the WtO needs to work 
to ward off the trend towards export 
restrictions for medical devices and 
therapeutics, as well as the possibil-
ity of restrictions on the vaccines 
themselves.

While it is natural for politicians to 
help their own countries first, she 

warned that supply chains are tightly 
linked and cannot be quickly disentan-
gled to create all-domestic production.

Trade negotiators just want to win
the Mit-trained economist, who 

served as nigeria’s first woman and 
longest serving finance minister, who 
also is a uS citizen, is adamant the 
WtO must return to its original func-
tion of helping countries to deliver bet-
ter living standards to their people.

“it’s about creating employment, 
decent work for people. it’s about . . . 
improving lives,” she said.

“there is definitely a role for trade 
to play in the recovery” from the 
Covid-19 economic crisis.

even before the pandemic sparked a 
global recession, the organisation had 
lost sight of that goal, she said, lament-
ing the example of the negotiations 
over a fisheries subsidies agreement 

that has dragged on for two decades.
“this cannot go on. We must bring 

it to a conclusion. We can’t afford to 
fail on this.”

the talks, which aim to end subsidies 
that lead to overfishing, failed to yield 
an agreement by the end-2020 deadline.

She blamed some of the calcifica-
tion on the dominance of negotia-
tors, which she called an “achilles 
heel” of the WtO.

“Geneva is full of negotiating experts, 
but the problems have not been solved 
they’ve gotten worse,” she said. “for 
them it’s all about winning or not losing 
and so they stalemate each other.”

the WtO needs “something entirely 
different” to turn things around, she 
said, rejecting criticism from some sec-
tors that she lacks trade experience.

“you need strong political skills you 
need the ability to maneuver,” she 
said, adding that she can serve as a 

bridge between developed and devel-
oping nations, pulling on her 25-year 
career at the World bank as well.

She also intends to push to sched-
ule the pandemic-delayed WtO min-
isterial meeting by the end of this 
year to start which will allow her to 
spark movement on critical issues.

First woman, again 
Okonjo-iweala will once again be 

the first woman in a key leadership 
role, taking over the WtO for a term 
that runs through august 31, 2025, 
but is renewable.

She agreed it was a challenging, 
thankless job, but said that make her 
even more passionate to show results, 
so that in future no one can question 
placing a woman in the role. 

“that means i need people to sup-
port me even more. i need more 
cooperation,” she said. AFP

un nuclear watchdog 
proposes iran visit as 
feb 23 deadline looms

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) director-general Rafael 
Mariano Grossi. AFP
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Myanmar youth artists weaponise 
music against military dictatorship
f

roM a classical orchestra 
playing a revolutionary song 
to viral breakdancers per-
forming Michael Jackson an-

thems – young Myanmar anti-coup 
protesters are using music as a weap-
on against the country’s generals.

Since the military ousted civilian 
leader aung San Suu Kyi on february 
1, big cities and isolated villages alike 
have mounted a revolt. 

across the country, people have 
chanted and drummed pots and pans 
in a daily chorus of dissent, while 
young composers, choreographers 
and musicians have expressed their 
junta resistance creatively.

In downtown yangon this week, a 
large rebel youth orchestra of violin, 
cello, trombone, percussion players 
and an arched Myanmar harp, call-
ing themselves “Generation Z MM”, 
debuted a new protest song called 
Revolution.

for 25-year-old vocalist Pan, per-
forming with the orchestra is cathar-
tic at a time of high stress and anxiety 
over her country’s future.

She said: “The meaning of the song 
we were playing is: ‘With the flesh and 
blood of our young people, we will try 
to end the military dictatorship’.

“Music can pierce through every-
body’s heart at any time. I believe that 
everyone who was listening to our 
performance will be inspired.”

Myanmar has a long history of pro-
test songs, which often feature in 
satirical folk art called thangyat in 
burmese. While typically humorous, 
these performances expressed politi-
cal commentary and vented against 
injustices small and large.

but most protest songs were 
banned following the 1988 uprising, 
which the military quelled by gun-

ning down thousands of protesters on 
the streets. 

The song, Kabar Ma Kyay Bu (We 
Won’t Forget Until the End of the 
World) became emblematic of those 
protests, and has recently made a 
comeback.

adapted from Kansas’ 1977 classic 
Dust in the Wind, Myanmar’s version 
calls for revolution and is once again 
being sung in defiance of the junta.

In the commercial district of yangon, 

dancers have dabbed and stomped to 
the beat.

after a group routine under a busy 
flyover, b-boys spun, flipped and 
froze. another dancer twerked. 

“People are asking: ‘are you guys 
happy dancing?’” one male dancer 
said. “No, we’re not happy. We’re just 
venting our boiling emotions and just 
letting our compulsion take control 
while we dance.”

a youTube video clip of a yangon 

flash-mob performing to Michael 
Jackson’s They Don’t Care About Us 
has garnered nearly 40,000 views in 
five days.

another musical protest clip shows 
a performance by punk rockers “reb-
el riot” showing off their mohawks 
and tattoos, interspersed with footage 
from mass protests.

They sing: “are you ready everybody, 
fight for your right, fight for your life.” 
AFP

aT a time when millions in 
Indonesia have fallen into 
unemployment as a result of 
the pandemic and vaccine 
misinformation is running 
rampant, the government has 
authorised the use of sanc-
tions against those rejecting 
Covid-19 vaccination.

The latest revision to a presi-
dential regulation on corona-
virus vaccination regulates 
mandatory inoculation for 
people who are declared by the 
Ministry of Health eligible for 
the vaccine, unless they fail to 
meet certain health criteria.

Those who reject vaccina-
tion may be subject to fines or 
administrative sanctions in 
the form of delays or termina-
tion of social aid and access to 
public services. However, giv-
en that only the poor and vul-
nerable are eligible for social 
aid the sanctions appear to 
single out this particular sec-
tion of the population.

Despite this, vaccine hesitan-
cy, which could hinder the 
national vaccine drive, has noth-
ing to do with socio-economic 
status, said epidemiologist 
Dicky budiman who is among 
several experts who oppose 
mandatory vaccination.

He said: “The worsening 
Covid-19 conditions right now 
are not the fault of the people, 
it’s the fault of the government. 
Tracing, testing and treatment 

have not been adequate and 
risk-communication strate-
gies have been poor since the 
beginning. Don’t put more of 
a burden on the people.”

experts say that vaccine pol-
icy ideally should not discrim-
inate against people, especially 
as a survey conducted last year 
by the ministry in collaboration 
with uNICef found that rates 
of vaccine acceptance in differ-
ent income groups were gener-
ally equal across the board.

The survey, involving more 
than 115,000 respondents 
nationwide, found that the high-
est acceptance rate was reported 
by middle-income respondents 
at 69 per cent, followed by 
upper-income respondents at 
68 per cent, and the lowest rate 

was found among low-income 
respondents at 58 per cent.

However, the wealthiest 
respondents reported the 
highest refusal rate at 12 per 
cent and middle-income 
respondents reported the low-
est at seven per cent.

It also showed that one third 
of low-income respondents 
had yet to make their decision, 
noting that the level of hesi-
tancy tended to decrease as 
economic status increased. 
but the report said hesitancy 
results should be interpreted 
cautiously as, among other 
reasons, varying trust levels 
could be prompted by limited 
information on vaccines.

Dicky said that what the gov-
ernment needed was to be 

transparent and improve risk 
communication by presenting 
to the public the benefits, such 
as preventing hospitalisations 
and deaths.

The World Health organisa-
tion also suggested in Decem-
ber that vaccination “man-
dates are not the direction to 
go”, noting past instances 
where mandating vaccination 
only saw it backfire with even 
greater opposition, agence 
france-Presse reported.

The new regulation, mean-
while, further stipulates that 
those rejecting vaccination 
could be perceived as hinder-
ing Covid-19 containment 
efforts and, therefore, also be 
subject to prison sentences or 
fines regulated in the 1984 
Communicable Disease Law.

Member of the Indonesian 
Public Health expert associa-
tion’s (IaKMI) board of experts, 
Hermawan Saputra, said these 
sanctions should only be 
imposed on people who 
planned systematic efforts to 
sabotage containment efforts, 
rather than individuals who 
could be driven by a lack of 
information on vaccines.

He said that sanctions were 
not suitable at a time of mount-
ing economic, social and cul-
tural pressures, as well as the 
psychological impact of the 
pandemic. It would be better to 
focus on incentives, the simplest 

being the assurance of easy and 
free access to vaccines, as well 
as other facilities, he said.

“Health is a human right, 
hence it should be fulfilled and 
not enforced,” Hermawan said.

another issue highlighted by 
Hermawan was that these 
sanctions would be imposed 
by regional administrations 
among others, which could 
lead to non-standardised law 
enforcement and social injus-
tice, as seen during the region-
al mobility restrictions.

Ministry spokesperson on 
Covid-19 affairs Siti Nadia 
Tarmizi said sanctions would 
be the last resort in pushing for 
vaccination compliance.

The regulation came not 
long before the ministry 
announced on february 15 
that it would start next week 
the inoculation of the second 
priority group after healthcare 
workers, namely the elderly 
and public service workers.

Public service workers 
include traditional market 
sellers, teaching staff, religious 
figures, lawmakers, govern-
ment officials and workers, 
and security officers.

It also covers workers in the 
tourist sector and other public 
service workers such as firefight-
ers and state-owned enterprise 
and public transportation work-
ers, athletes and journalists. THE 
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Protesters hold signs as they block a road during a demonstration against the military coup in Yangon on Wednesday. AFP

HCMC giving 
Covid-19 tests 
to air travellers 
from north VN
Ho CHI Minh City (HCMC) 
authorities are testing arrivals 
from three major airports in the 
north (Noi bai in Hanoi, Van Don 
in Quang Ninh province and Cat 
bi in the northern port city of Hai 
Phong) as tens of thousands of 
passengers are returning after 
the Lunar New year holiday.

according to the HCMC 
Centre for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), as of febru-
ary 14, some 200 samples had 
been taken each day for testing 
on a random basis at Tan Son 
Nhat International airport 
(SGN) in HCMC.

The move is part of the city’s 
effort to monitor community 
transmission cases. four hos-
pitals, including Nguyen Tri 
Phuong, ear Nose and Throat, 
Hung Vuong, and Traditional 
Medicine, have participated in 
the screening.

Since february 11, the city 
has also tested people consid-
ered at high-risk of contracting 
the virus at bus stations, wet 
markets and some rental hous-
ing units in order to monitor 
the risk in the community.

In addition, the HCMC CDC 
has been conducting testing at 
hospitals across districts since 
September 15.

To ensure safety for passen-
gers at SGN, airport staff must 
be tested one day before their 
working shifts.

More than 1,600 families of 
employees of the Vietnam air-
port Ground Services Co Ltd 
(VIaGS) have also been asked 
to test, as of february 10.

The main cluster of cases at the 
airport was related to VIaGS.

according to the HCMC-
based Hospital for Tropical 
Diseases, the virus strain 
(a.23.1) associated with the 
SGN airport outbreak was first 
found in the african country 
of rwanda in late october.

This is the first time that the 
rwanda variant has appeared 
in Vietnam and Southeast asia. 
It is not the highly contagious 
uK variant (b.1.1.7) or the vari-
ant detected in South africa.

The rwanda variant has been 
discovered in a few other coun-
tries such as the uS, the uae, 
australia, and several countries 
in europe, including the uK and 
Denmark. However, no “abnor-
mal developments” have been 
reported in those countries.

based on an analysis, experts 
believe the rwanda variant is 
likely to have infected the staff 
at SGN airport through cargo 
flights.

HCMC Pasteur Institute 
director Dr Phan Trong Lan 
said: “The most likely hypoth-
esis is that the strain originat-
ed from cargo flights from the 
united arab emirates.” VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Indonesia: Get vaccine or lose your social aid

A health worker administers the Sinovac vaccine against the Covid-19 
coronavirus at Zainoel Abidin Hospital in Banda Aceh on Tuesday. AFP

Passengers wait for check-in at 
the domestic terminal at HCMC’s 
international airport on February 
6. VIET NAM NEWS
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D
urING these unprecedent-
ed times when the uK 
needs to redefine its place 
in the future of the mid- 

21st century, they give the job of 
designing their Grand Strategy to 
none other than a historian. John 
bew, a professor in history and for-
eign policy at the Department of War 
Studies at King’s College London, is 
not the most obvious choice to lead 
this great strategy that will shape the 
post-brexit era, but irony is after all 
an unmistakably british custom. 

If Humphrey from the famous “yes, 
Minister” show could teach us any-
thing, it is that the uK was never truly 
a european loyalist, so it might be too 
optimistic to hope that Global britain 
can find its footing as the bridge 
between america and europe as pro-
posed by Tony blaire. With Merkel 
stepping down and Macron looking to 
fill her shoes and set course for the 
eu, the uK missed out on an oppor-
tunity to lead that metaphorical navy 
by jumping ship in the midst of a glo-
bal storm. 

Nonetheless, it might be too soon 
to pass judgment, as professor bew 
might prove to be a sharp and strate-
gic choice for his “ability to see the 
big picture”. So hold off on selling 

short the uK as he could very well 
muster a forward-thinking strategy, 
despite his nostalgic inspiration. 

With each day passing, the uK 
appears to make more deliberate its 
intentions to pivot east for the Indo-
Pacific. This move is not unwise con-
sidering the region is of essential 
importance in terms of trade and 
security – especially now with China 
speeding up its progress in becoming 
the world’s leading economic power. 

The uK has made a number of stra-
tegic moves to stretch its reach on the 
horizon, including the recent deploy-
ment of their aircraft carrier HMS 
Queen elizabeth in the Indo-Pacific. 
This ambitious deployment of the 
newly assigned flagship of the royal 
Navy marks a statement of british 
commitment to global security. 

beyond the military flexes and heavy 
investments, the uK has more openly 
spoken against Chinese practices in 
Xinjiang and other democratic values. 

The volume was further turned up 
with the recent revoking of CGTN’s 
licence to broadcast in the uK due to 
breaches of uK law against state-
sponsored television and China’s 
request of bbC’s public apology – 
which is less than likely to happen. 
Therefore, we can expect this media 
war to proceed along with other digit-
al and technological spats as China 
continues to plead innocent. 

So while the Global britain grand 

strategy is still in formation, it appears 
that the intentions of the uK are to 
make a stronger stance on the world 
stage. We can expect that their first for-
eign policy agenda in over half a cen-
tury will certainly put sterner pressure 
on China and recommit to their inter-
ests in the Indo-Pacific. Given europe’s 
softer approach, it can be a wise move 
for the uK to reclaim its position as 
custodians of multilateral consensus 
and order despite the potential of 
antagonizing China in this process. 

If China remains unchallenged we 
can expect it to unrelentingly expand 
its influence and reach. There is a grow-
ing consensus that the uK has a duty to 
stand up for its global partners and pro-
tect common interests. 

So while the uK faces a difficult task 
at hand, during arguably the most tur-
bulent era of the century, when even 
the strongest democracies face exis-
tential threats and the leading econo-
mies are brought to their knees by a 
global pandemic – Great britain chose 
now for its identity crisis. However, the 
timing might prove to be a blessing in 
disguise as this will give the uK an 
opportunity to redefine its place in the 
world and how to face the new threats 
that are growing on the horizon. the 

jakarta post/asia news network

fOr nearly two decades, the ameri-
can gulag at Guantanamo bay, Cuba, 
has been synonymous with egregious 
abuse of power and open disregard 
for fundamental rights. Put into use 
after the 9/11 events to house so-
called high-value prisoners and cir-
cumvent the safeguards of the amer-
ican legal system, Guantanamo has 
delivered anything but justice, 
instead becoming a grim symbol of 
the extralegal methods even estab-
lished democracies can resort to. 

While barack Obama during his time 
in the White House did make efforts to 
shut down the facility, Donald Trump 
reversed these small gains and kept 
the penitentiary open. Now, as Joe 
biden settles into Washington, there 
are voices from within his administra-
tion saying that the new leader is 
reviewing efforts to close down the 
detention centre. Of course these 
efforts will meet stiff resistance by the 
republicans, as was the case during 
the Obama presidency. but if biden is 
serious about upholding the human 
rights agenda, he needs to shut down 
Guantanamo without delay.

The fact is that some inmates have 
been held in the facility without con-
viction or charge for nearly 20 years. 
This is an affront to the basic 
demands of justice. Take septuage-
narian prisoner Saifullah Paracha, 
who says he was abducted by the CIa 
in bangkok. He claims he was impli-
cated on the basis of testimony 
extracted after torture. On the other 
hand, ahmed rabbani, who says he 
was captured from Karachi, was 
reportedly tortured for 540 days in 
afghanistan before being shifted to 
Guantanamo, where he has been held 
without charge. These are only a few 
stories; a number of horrific tales of 
torture and violence have been docu-
mented from this notorious facility. 

While the uS promises ‘liberty and 
justice for all’, clearly, the detainees 
of Guantanamo are excluded. No 
legal system on earth can justify 
keeping people in detention for dec-
ades without framing charges. ‘black 
sites’, gulags and torture used as an 
instrument of policy are some of the 
unsavoury by-products of the ‘war 
on terror’, and america needs to 
come to terms with this dark chap-
ter of its recent past. Governments 
all across the world  have used these 
brutal methods to forward their 
aims. However, those that claim to 
be the champions of human rights 
should either abandon such meth-
ods or stop making such claims. 
Dawn (pakistan)/asia news network

Phar Kim Beng is founder and CEO and Iva Dim 
is senior research fellow of Strategic Pan Indo-
Pacific Arena (strategicpipa.com)

Opinion
Phar Kim Beng and Iva Dim 

Time for 
Washington 
to shut down 
Guantanamo

Britain takes a dive into the past 
and a strong pivot to the East

The UK has made a number of strategic moves to stretch its reach on the horizon, including the recent deployment of their aircraft carrier 
HMS Queen Elizabeth in the Indo-Pacific. afp
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buy, wear, swap: Singapore shops offer 
ecofriendly alternative to fast fashion
S

ingaporean Sue-
anne Chng used to 
wear a different outfit 
on all 15 days of the 

Lunar new year, when it is 
customary to don new clothes 
to symbolise a fresh start.

but this year she will wear 
second-hand items exchanged 
for her old clothes at a store 
catering to people concerned 
about the impact of fast fash-
ion on the environment.

Several swapping initiatives, 
from permanent shops to 
pop-up events, have appeared 
in the affluent city-state in a 
bid to encourage consumers 
to make the most of what is 
already in their closets.

The fashion industry is re-
sponsible for up to a tenth of 
global carbon emissions, ac-
cording to the un’s environ-
ment programme.

Clothes cause emissions in 
a wide variety of ways – from 
their manufacture to trans-
portation and washing by the 
consumer.

on a recent trip to her favou-
rite store, The fashion pulpit, 
Chng took along several dress-
es and a matching blouse and 
skirt, which a staff member as-
sessed before crediting points 
to her account.

She spent her points on 17 
items, including a yellow and 
green dress to wear for the 
first day of the new year as 
it looked like “an auspicious 
pineapple”.

The fruit, seen as a symbol 
of prosperity, is typically given 
as a gift or displayed during 
Lunar new year in Singapore.

‘Insane consumption’
The 35-year-old said: “i’ve 

always been brought up by 
my parents to have a new set 
of clothes every [Lunar] new 
year, and i fell into that be-
haviour of consumerism.

“in the past i probably made 
sure i have 15 days of outfits 
even if i’m not visiting [rela-
tives], which is too much.”

but now, “as long as the 
item is new to me, i think it’s 
good enough”, added Chng, 

who works for a tech com-
pany and is married.

Chng first learned about 
clothes swapping at a work 
event five years ago, and de-
cided to change her ways after 
realising her wardrobe was 
filled with unworn items.

She said: “prior to switching 
over to swapping, my con-
sumption habit was insane.

“i realised i had more than 
50 per cent of my wardrobe 
unworn, but i still felt like 
i didn’t have anything to 
wear.”

She pays S$599 (uS$450) 
for a yearly membership at 
The fashion pulpit, which al-
lows her unlimited swaps and 
visits – about 80 per cent of 
her wardrobe is now from the 
shop.

“Swapping allows me to 
be like a chameleon when it 
comes to fashion but allows 
me to be environmentally 
conscious as well,” she said.

Tiny Singapore alone pro-
duced 168,000 tonnes of tex-
tile and leather waste in 2019, 
according to authorities – the 
weight of more than 400 boe-
ing 747 planes.

‘Not dirty, not dusty’
filipino clothes designer 

raye padit founded The fash-
ion pulpit nearly three years 
ago after learning about his 
industry’s impact on the envi-
ronment and poor treatment 
of garment workers.

He said: “in Singapore, the 
problem is overconsumption 
and waste.

“We want to provide a plat-
form where you can still dress 
up, express yourself . . . through 
clothes. but at the same time, 
it’s not damaging to the planet 
and to your wallet.”

His company now has more 
than 1,500 members and has 
started turning a profit. it also 
holds workshops where cus-
tomers can learn how to mend 
or upcycle used clothes.

people have swapped ev-
erything from casual clothes 
made by high-street brands 
to top-end items such as pra-

da bags and Louboutin shoes, 
padit said.

one-time swap events are 
also popping up in the city-
state while a group of vol-
unteers host monthly swap 
gatherings.

“When i join a clothing 
swap it reminds me to con-
sume consciously because 
when i give away clothes, i 
think about whether i’m still 
wearing them,” said nadia 
Kishlan, a 30-year-old partici-
pant at one clothing swap.

Challenges remain in per-
suading Singaporeans to 
swap rather than shop, how-
ever, and the city’s industry is 
still in its infancy.

Second-hand shops are not 
as popular in asia as in the 
West, in part because many 
believe used clothes from 
strangers could bring bad 
luck, or be unhygienic.

but padit said attitudes in 

Singapore were changing, 
driven by rising environmen-
tal awareness and a wave of 
trendy new thrift shops mar-

keting their goods on social 
media.

“it’s slowly changing the 
perception of what second 

hand is all about,” he said.
“it’s no longer dirty, it’s 

no longer dusty – it’s a cool 
thing.” AFP

france claims italian white truffle harvest
frenCH researchers announced febru-
ary 16 that they had succeeded in culti-
vating the rare white truffles mainly 
found in italy, a breakthrough that could 
spur more widespread efforts to grow the 
prized delicacy.

The species, Tuber magnatum, is the 
pride of italy’s alba region, with prices at 
its annual autumn auction that regu-
larly surpass €300 ($360) for just 100g.

Like their french cousins, the famed 
black truff les of the perigord region, 
white truffles are nearly impossible to 
transplant to climates that do not have 
the same soil, fauna or weather  
conditions.

but several years ago bruno robin, a 
french plant nursery owner, teamed up 
with france’s national agriculture 
research institute (inrae) to start selling 
saplings complete with white truffle 
spores.

There was no guarantee of success as 
farmers waited years for the fungal net-
work to grow and start producing – but 
over the past two years a handful have 
been now been harvested in southwest 
france.

robin told journalists during a video 
conference: “it’s the first time that 
Tuber magnatum have been harvested 
at a plantation outside the truff le’s 

geographical area of distribution.”
He hopes to sell “a few thousand” of 

the truffle-tree saplings this year, which 
could see french farmers cultivating a 
culinary gem usually found in small 
areas of northern italy or central 
europe.

“it’s a major development for us,” 
Michel Tournayre, president of the 
french federation of truffle growers, 
said during the video call – not least 
because white truffles command prices 
nearly three times higher than black 
truffles.

france currently produces around 30 
tonnes of truffles each year. AFP

Shoppers browse through second-hand clothes at a pop-up swap event organised by a group of volunteers in Singapore. AFP

Sue-Anne Chng tries on second-hand clothes at The Fashion Pulpit store in the city-state. AFP

A model poses with a truffle before the World Alba White Truffles Auction 
in Italy in November 2016. French researchers claim they have 
succeeded in cultivating the rare white truffles mainly found in Italy. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 “Pipe down!”
  5 Latin egg
  9 Earthenware containers
 14 “The Iron Chancellor” Bismarck
 15 Shankar piece
 16 It’s tucked under the chin
 17 It doesn’t leak
 20 Revealed fallibility
 21 The best knife, compared to 

others
 22 Refusal to conform
 25 USCG rank
 26 Calls for attention
 28 Couch’s cousin
 32 Alaskan islander
 37 Item on a pirate’s flag
 38 Currently seasick
 41 Russian playwright Chekhov
 42 Laments loudly
 43 Quarterback’s option
 44 Xenophobe’s bugaboo
 46 Singer-poet Yoko
 47 Flew the coop
 53 Some wave catchers
 58 Functional

 59 Official OKs
 62 Break a sentence?
 63 Lake at southernmost point of 

Canada
 64 Insignificant speck
 65 Winter mix
 66 Prime for picking
 67 French holy women (Abbr.)
DOWN
  1 Washed (down), as a sidewalk
  2 Centers of early development
  3 They sell movie tickets
  4 Elias and Gordie
  5 Legendary No. 4 of the Bruins
  6 Wine container
  7 They’re uttered with shudders
  8 Tumult
  9 Once-___ (quick examinations)
 10 Challenge for a speech coach
 11 Receive fewer votes
 12 Pub purchase
 13 Table condiment
 18 Honorific poem
 19 Delivery vehicles
 23 It’ll make you lose hair
 24 Takeout choice
 27 Yawner’s feeling

 28 Gull-like bird of cold regions
 29 Force from office
 30 Exit quickly
 31 Sigh of resignation
 32 Letters on a rush job
 33 Green moth
 34 Terrestrial newts
 35 ETs’ vehicles
 36 Baker’s dozen minus three
 37 Bando or Mineo
 39 Choral singer’s club
 40 Sisterhood members
 44 The “A” of A.D.
 45 Sluggard
 46 Start of an attack
 48 Mailman’s bane
 49 Molecule’s components
 50 Turning point
 51 Make one’s day
 52 Removes from copy
 53 Venomous strikers
 54 Curly of the Harlem Globetrotters
 55 Weight not counted in pricing
 56 Option in a threat
 57 Garment made of several yards of 

cloth
 60 Small seed
 61 Carolina’s ___ Dee River

“SAIL ON” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

In transient Dubai, expats 
struggle to find true love

I
n DubaI, known for its 
luxury haunts and par-
ties, Lindsey knows she 
has reasons to be happy. 

but like many young expatri-
ates, she’s sure her quest for a 
partner will force her to leave.

“Even if I had the best job, I 
wouldn’t stay,” said the curly-
haired 32-year-old French 
teacher who is keen on start-
ing a family.

“I have friends who have 
been here for years and all are 
single,” Lindsey said as she 
ate sushi just ahead of Valen-
tine’s Day on a restaurant ter-
race at the foot of the sprawl-
ing Dubai Mall.

“Even if I’m having fun, have 
friends and am not alone, I’m 
wasting my time.”

With little of the oil wealth 
of its sister emirate abu Dha-
bi, Dubai has built its econo-
my with the help of legions of 
expatriates, who work in sec-
tors including finance, com-
munications, technology and 
hospitality.

More than 90 per cent of the 
emirate’s 3.3 million popula-
tion are foreigners.

Many work menial jobs that 
keep the city humming, but 
large numbers of arab, Euro-
pean and uS residents form 
the middle class.

after being in Dubai – one 
of seven emirates comprising 
the uaE – for two years, Lind-
sey has resorted to using the 
popular Tinder dating app.

but she is put off by the fre-
quent ostentatious displays 
of muscular torsos and luxury 
cars.

“It’s possible that I won’t 
find anyone in France either, 
but I think there’s a greater 
chance there,” she said of her 
home nation.

Have fun and go
Clinical psychologist Tho-

raiya Kanafani said that be-
hind the facade of all-day 
brunches and throbbing 
nightclubs, many of her cli-
ents in Dubai suffer from “a 
sense of loneliness”.

While other large globa-
lised cities such as new York, 
London and Paris also pres-
ent difficulties in establishing 
lasting relationships, she said 
that in Dubai – a temporary 

stop for many – the situation 
is exacerbated.

“The perception that Dubai 
tends to be a transitory city 
plays a big role in people’s 
unwillingness or difficulty 
in committing,” Kanafani 
said, adding that heartache 
can lead to long-term conse-
quences like depression, anx-
iety and substance abuse.

Waed, 34, a Palestinian de-
sign consultant who has lived 
in Dubai her whole life, said 
she has been unsuccessful in 
finding love after she divorced 
in 2018.

She got married in 2008, she 
said, before “trashy expats” 
started flocking to the emir-
ate and people became ob-
sessed with the superficiality 
of luxury living.

“Dating in Dubai? If anyone 
says it’s good, tell them no,” she 
said, adding that she was able 
to tolerate Tinder for about 
four days before dumping it.

“I’m sure you’ll find some 
people who want to commit, 
but a lot of them come here for 
a couple of years to make some 
money, build a career, have a 
good time and then leave.”

Many of Waed’s friends have 
left Dubai and found love 
in other countries despite a 
“very good life in DIFC” – a 
lavish business district full 
of Instagrammable bars and 
restaurants.

“One of them has a boy-
friend and a dog now, the 
other one got engaged, and 
another has met someone,” 
she said, adding that they had 

opted for men who didn’t as-
pire to Dubai stereotypes of 
glamour and success.

“In Dubai you need to look 
perfect, to live up to standard, 
to have a nice car, to be able 
to afford fine dining . . . to put 
up a show.”

‘We need more’
The gay community has 

also not been spared the dif-
ficulties of dating in the Mus-
lim emirate, where authori-
ties tolerate the community 
so long as it remains discreet.

a handful of bars are known 
to be gay-friendly and, while 
dating apps for the LGbTQ 
community are blocked by 
the government, they can 
easily be accessed via virtual 
private network (VPn).

“Most of the guys I’ve had 
some kind of relationship with, 
I met through dating apps,” 
said one 35-year-old brazilian 
expat with a bright smile.

However, he too has trouble 
finding a long-term relation-
ship.

People “want to be free in 
case there’s somebody bet-
ter out there and, as they 
don’t see themselves living in 
Dubai long term, they prefer 
not to commit”, he said.

an executive at a multina-
tional company, he said he will 
stay in the city “as long as it 
makes sense for my career” but 
in the end the search for a part-
ner could see him move on.

“We need more than just 
our work to feel complete,” 
he said. AFP

A sunbather watches as people play volleyball in the Persian Gulf emirate of Dubai. In the emirate, known for 
its luxury haunts and parties, expatriate singles working in the city find the quest for a partner difficult. AFP
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Youths party on a yacht in Dubai Creek on February 4. More than 90 per 
cent of the emirate’s 3.3 million population are foreigners. AFP
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england’s controversial rotation 
policy is in the spotlight again after 
it was announced Moeen ali would 
leave the tour of India following a 
crushing 317-run loss in the second 
Test at Chennai on february 16.

Off-spinner Moeen was one of 
england’s best players as India lev-
elled the four-match series at 1-1.

He took eight wickets, including 
the prize scalp of India captain Virat 
Kohli for a first-innings duck, and 
top-scored with 43 in england’s sec-
ond innings.

nevertheless, Moeen will miss the 
remainder of the series.

His exit comes after england’s de-
cision to let Jos buttler leave follow-
ing the first Test, with Jonny bair-
stow and Mark Wood available for 
the third Test after a rest period.

star all-rounder ben stokes and 
express fast bowler Jofra archer, 
who missed the second Test with an 
elbow injury, returned to the squad 
after sitting out england’s recent 2-0 
series sweep in sri lanka.

Moeen’s situation has been com-
plicated by the fact he had to self-
isolate after testing positive for 
Covid-19 in sri lanka last month.

He is, however, due back for the 
Twenty20 series that follows the Test 
campaign, with the T20 World Cup 
taking place in India in October and 
november.

Twenty20 matches are increasingly 
important for england cricketers, 
including Moeen, looking to secure 
lucrative Indian Premier league con-
tracts, with this year’s player auction 
set to take place on february 18.

england captain Joe root, in a 
careless choice of words, said on 
february 16 that Moeen had “cho-
sen to go home” when in fact he had 
taken advantage of a break proposed 
by team management.

former england captain Michael 
Vaughan sympathised with Moeen 
by writing in his daily Telegraph 
column: “I do not like the inference 
from england that he has ‘chosen’ to 
miss the last two Tests. I did not hear 
that being said when Jos buttler and 
Jonny bairstow went home.”

england are due to play at least 
17 Tests this year, in addition to nu-
merous limited-overs internation-
als, and there is an acceptance that 
multi-format players such as Moeen 
will need breaks from a gruelling 
schedule.

and that is even before the mental 
strain imposed by prolonged peri-
ods in a bio-secure bubble designed 
to guard against the spread of the 
coronavirus is considered.

‘Ashes priority’
but with england having won the 

2019 50-over World Cup on home 
soil, Vaughan feels Test cricket 
should be their priority in a year 
culminating with an ashes tour of 
australia.

“The T20 team is a well oiled unit. 
The Test side is not,” he said. “after 
2019, we were told england’s priority 
would be winning back the ashes.”

as for the IPl, having once tried to 
curtail then star batsman Kevin Piet-
ersen’s appearances in the competi-
tion, england now believe the team’s 

white-ball performances have im-
proved from players’ involvement in 
the franchise tournament.

There is also a recognition that 
preventing top stars from earning 
life-changing sums of money could 
backfire if it leads them to hasten 
the end of their england careers.

“The eCb [england and Wales 
Cricket board] has had a stance for 
a number of years of permitting 
players to play in IPl,” said national 
selector ed smith in november after 
stokes, archer and sam Curran were 
omitted from the one-day interna-
tional leg of the south africa tour. 

“That has coincided with eng-
land’s very good form in white-ball 
cricket, their World Cup success and 
also now their very strong T20 side.”

although the suspicion remains 
rotation won’t apply if it impedes 
their chances of winning the ashes 
against oldest foes australia, former 
england captain david gower said 
earlier this month a Test campaign 
with India was now as a “historic se-
ries as any”. 

“you want the best players to be 
available for as much of it as possi-
ble,” added gower, england’s victo-
rious skipper on their 1984/85 tour 
of India.

It was a point endorsed by root, 
but he also said on february 16: “In 
these times, with Covid, with bub-
ble life, with the amount of cricket 
we’ve got and trying to factor it all in 
together, it is tough.

“We just have to make sure that we 
get the best out of the players that 
are here.” AFP

liverpool shutout rb leipzig in budapest

england’s rotation plan under fire as Moeen departs

l
IVerPOOl rediscov-
ered lost form and 
seized the initiative 
against rb leipzig in 

the first leg of their Champi-
ons league last-16 clash by 
cruising to a 2-0 win in a chilly 
budapest on february 16.

Clinical early second-half 
strikes from Mohamed salah 
and sadio Mane, both cour-
tesy of dreadful defensive 
errors, proved decisive and 
leave the german side facing 
a formidable task in the re-
turn leg on March 10.

The win moves Jurgen 
Klopp’s men to the brink of 
the Champions league quar-
ter-finals and also ends a run 
of three straight defeats that 
has left the english champi-
ons 13 points behind leaders 
Manchester City in the Pre-
mier league.

“It was a game we wanted 
it was a game we needed to-
night,” Klopp told bT sport 
afterwards.

“leipzig can be a real mon-
ster. The way they play in 
the bundesliga they over-
run teams, they can be really 
physical in everything and 
tonight we controlled them in 
an exceptional way.

“They had their moments 
because of the quality they 
have but we controlled the 
game so tonight I think we 
got the result we deserved,” 
he said.

The first leg was moved 
from leipzig to the Hungar-
ian capital due to germa-
ny’s strict Covid-19 travel 
restrictions.

despite the enforced relo-
cation, Julian nagelsmann’s 

side, on a four-game winning 
streak at home where they are 
second behind bayern Mu-
nich in the bundesliga, start-
ed briskly and almost went 
ahead on four minutes.

Marauding left-back ange-
lino teed up fellow spaniard 
dani Olmo for a close-range 
diving header past alisson but 
the effort only rattled the post.

soon after angelino again 
exploited space on the left 
but his left-footed volley 
skewed harmlessly across the 
goalmouth.

Instead it was liverpool, 
striving to reverse their 
slump and badly in need of 
a Champions league lift, 
who gradually created more 
chances, often benefitting 

from loose defending.
first, salah, busy through-

out, forced a block from 
leipzig’s Hungarian goal-
keeper Peter gulacsi on the 
quarter hour.

Ten minutes later Mane, 
outjumping nordi Mukiele, 
headed a firmino cross 
just over after the brazilian 
striker and salah had com-

bined well on the right.
shortly before half-time, 

andy robertson shaved the 
crossbar when his lob from 
distance almost caught out 
the budapest-born gulacsi 
dashing back after making a 
clearance outside his box.

although leipzig perked 
up on the restart with alisson 
becker saving from Christo-

pher nkunku, the german 
side, were made to pay for 
two calamitous mistakes ear-
ly in the second half.

In the 53rd minute, salah 
pounced on a sloppy back-
pass by austrian midfielder 
Marcel sabitzer and ran un-
challenged to smoothly slot 
past gulacsi.

five minutes later, Mane 
doubled liverpool’s lead 
in similar fashion, smartly 
finishing after Mukiele had 
scuffed a clearance.

“We made two huge mis-
takes which would be pun-
ished at any level,” nagels-
mann told daZn. 

“Mistakes happen, we 
didn’t play badly and we have 
to live with the result, we have 
to score twice just to take the 
game [return leg] to extra 
time, but we will try to do our 
best,” he said.

With swedish playmaker 
emil forsberg sidelined by a 
knee injury and lacking a tal-
ismanic goalscorer, leipzig 
rarely threatened to pull one 
back.

liverpool were left to 
cruise to victory, keeping 
alive their hopes of silver-
ware via Champions league 
glory this season despite 
their domestic woes.

“We were for two years re-
ally good and then this year 
we had some problems,” said 
Klopp.

“That’s absolutely normal 
and I have no problem with 
that. It’s just a lot of people 
probably expected us to slip 
again because of the situa-
tion and the boys didn’t,” he 
said. AFP

Liverpool’s midfielder Mohamed Salah (right) gets through on Leipzig’s goalkeeper Peter Gulacsi’s but fails to score during the UEFA Champions 
League round of 16 first leg football match at the Puskas Arena in Budapest on Tuesday. AttilA KiSBENEDEK/AFP

England’s Moeen Ali hits a six during an international Twenty20 cricket match between 
England and Pakistan on September 1 last year. JoN SuPEr/Pool/AFP
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Karolina Muchova staged a 
stunning comeback on feb-
ruary 17 to upset ashleigh 
barty and storm into the aus-
tralian open tennis semi-fi-
nals, rallying from a set down 
to shatter the world number 
one’s dreams.

The Czech 25th seed looked 
on her way out after barty 
raced through the opening 
set, but after a medical tim-
eout Muchova returned a dif-
ferent player to win 1-6, 6-3, 
6-2 on rod laver arena as the 
australian crumbled.

She will face either Jennifer 
brady or Jessica Pegula, both 
american, for a place in the 
final.

“i started feeling a bit lost 
by the end of the first set. She 

played almost like no mis-
takes,” said Muchova, whose 
best previous Grand Slam run 
was to the last eight at Wim-
bledon in 2019.

“it was very tough and i was a 
bit lost on the court and my head 
was spinning so i took a break. 

“it helped me. i tried to get 
back, played a bit faster ral-
lies so we don’t play the long 
ones as in the first set, and it 
worked well.”

Her come-from-behind win 
ended top seed barty’s hopes 
of becoming the first home 
winner at the australian open 
in 43 years after Chris o’neil’s 
breakthrough in 1978.

barty, the 2019 french open 
champion, had made a flying 
start to her year, winning the 

warm-up yarra Valley Classic 
and had not lost a set before 
meeting Muchova.

Muchova had not dropped 
a set in the tournament, but 
that changed against barty, 
who worked break points on 
the Czech’s opening serve and 
converted the second with a 
forehand winner.

She broke again for a 5-0 
lead and  sealed the set in 24 
minutes, with Muchova win-
ning only 11 points, hitting 
just one winner against 13 
unforced errors.

There was no let-up from 
the barty early in the sec-
ond with another immediate 
break then a service hold to 
love with Muchova spraying 
the ball everywhere.

The 24-year-old Muchova 
called the trainer at 1-2 and 
he appeared to check her 
pulse and temperature before 
a medical timeout was taken.

The break worked wonders. 
barty’s momentum was dis-
rupted and Muchova broke 
back straight away.

The Czech was far more 
competitive and earned an-
other break for 5-3 then took 
the set as a lost-looking bar-
ty’s error count mounted.

The australian was rattled 
and broken in the first game 
of the third set as Muchova 
kept the pressure up and as 
the australian’s confidence 
drained away, she missed 
easy shots as Muchova surged 
to a famous victory. AFP

Mbappe hat-trick downs barcelona, 
boosts PSG in sight of quarter-finals

Muchova defeats top seed barty to make semi-finals

alaba set 
to leave 
bayern 
MunichK

ylian Mbappe ripped bar-
celona apart on february 16 
by scoring a stunning hat-
trick in a 4-1 rout to put Par-

is Saint-Germain on the brink of the 
Champions league quarter-finals.

Mbappe underlined his status as 
the rising superstar of world football 
with a ruthless display of finishing at 
Camp nou that will go down as one 
this competition’s most devastating 
individual performances.

The 22-year-old eclipsed barca’s lionel 
Messi, whose opening goal from the pen-
alty spot had been reduced to nothing 
more than a footnote by the final whistle.

Moise Kean also headed in midway 
through the second half, carelessly 
left unmarked from a free-kick as PSG 
pulled away to win this first leg, and 
perhaps the tie.

barcelona will no doubt draw upon 
the spirit of their astonishing ‘remon-
tada’ in 2017, when they won the sec-
ond leg 6-1 to overturn a 4-0 deficit 
from the opening game in Paris.

it will certainly serve as a warning for 
PSG but without fans, and with Mbappe, 
any hopes of a repeat for ronald Koe-
man’s side from look faint at best.

Mbappe ran them ragged all night 
long.

“The great footballers write their sto-
ries in the biggest matches,” said Mau-
ricio Pochettino. “We had no doubts 
before the game and even less now 
that we are seeing a top, top player.”

Koeman had gambled on the fitness 
of Gerard Pique, who had not played 
a game in almost three months due to 
a knee ligament injury. but to rub salt 
into the wounds, Pique trudged off 
late on just as PSG were running riot.

This was a chastening experience 
for Koeman’s youthful side, who had 
shown signs of a resurgence in recent 
weeks in la liga but were exposed 
against an opponent of an altogether 
different class.

Koeman was even asked if he wanted 
to continue as coach but was defiant.

“i accept a defeat and go to work. 
if i was a person who was very happy 
when we win and then with a result 
like today said i have no desire to con-

tinue, that would be crazy.
“i know where we are, we have to 

change, we are not at the end of this 
road, we are halfway through.”

even without the injured neymar 
and angel Di Maria, PSG were too 
strong, a breathless, entertaining first 
half giving way to a french oblitera-
tion in the second.

PSG’s new boss Pochettino pumped 
a fist at the end, after a huge early 
boost to his credibility.

Early warning signs
The warning signs for the hosts 

came early as Mbappe sped in behind 
their central defence after 52 seconds, 
only for Marc-andre ter Stegen to 
clear just in time.

for half an hour, the chances just 
kept coming, at both ends. antoine 
Griezmann scuttled through but was 
denied by Keylor navas at the near post 

and then Pedri made up for a miscon-
trol by dashing back to prevent Mauro 
icardi’s finish from trickling in.

Messi’s pass led to barca’s opener, a 
clipped ball over the top attracting the 
gaze of layvin Kurzawa as he tracked 
back and inadvertently tripped frenkie 
de Jong in front of him. Messi slammed 
the penalty into the top corner.

PSG were briefly shell-shocked and 
for the next five minutes, Koeman’s 
men chased a second, with Messi 
freeing ousmane Dembele in the area 
but he failed to connect. 

yet as they gained in confidence, 
they also left gaps and PSG hit back. 
Mbappe had already seen a flicked 
finish blocked by Pique and moments 
later he made sure, taming Marco Ver-
ratti’s astute pull-back with one touch 
before feathering another expertly 
around Clement lenglet in the six-yard 
box and unleashing past Ter Stegen. 

now the Parisians were on top, with 
Kurzawa thwarted by Ter Stegen’s fin-
gertips and barca relieved to reach 
half-time. 

but Mbappe was relentless, motor-
ing past opponents every time he got 
the ball and never letting up. Ter Ste-
gen had to save a deflected shot from 
Kean before PSG took charge with two 
goals in five minutes. 

Pique could only hack away ales-
sandro florenzi’s cross to the feet of 
Mbappe, who clipped in his second, 
and then Kean headed home, left free 
at the back post by lenglet.

navas almost gifted barcelona a 
lifeline when his clearance met Griez-
mann’s left foot and the ball drifted 
just wide of his own post.

instead, Mbappe landed the knock-
out blow, teed up on the counter-at-
tack and curling beautifully in the far 
corner. AFP

DefenDer David alaba con-
firmed february 16 he will 
leave bayern Munich after 
13 years at the club when his 
contract expires at the end 
of the season, but refused to 
name his next destination.

“i made the decision to do 
something new after this season 
and leave the club,” the 28-year-
old austrian international said in 
a press conference in Munich.

“That wasn’t an easy deci-
sion. i’ve been here for 13 
years and the club is very 
close to my heart,” he said.

alaba joined bayern’s academy 
in 2008, made his bundesliga de-
but in March 2010 and has so far 
won 26 trophies with the club.

However, he refused to 
confirm rumours he will join 
Spanish giants barcelona. He 
has also been linked to real 
Madrid and Manchester City.

“it’s no secret that my man-
agement is in contact with 
some clubs. The rest will be de-
cided in the future,” he said.

alaba was a key member of 
the side which won the Club 
World Cup final in Qatar last 
week as bayern became only 
the second club after barcelo-
na to win all six titles available 
in the previous 12 months.

He won the Champions 
league with bayern last sea-
son and in 2013.

Having started as a left-back, 
he has switched between the 
defensive midfield and centre-
back in recent seasons.

He has made 415 appearances 
for the bavarian giants, but re-
peatedly turned down bayern’s 
attempts to extend his contract.

bayern have signed 22-
year-old french centre-back 
Dayot upamecano from rb 
leipzig to replace alaba next 
season. AFP

Paris Saint-Germain’s forward Kylian Mbappe kicks the ball during the UEFA Champions League round of 16 first leg football match 
against FC Barcelona at the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona on Tuesday. LLUIS GENE/AFP

Czech Republic’s Karolina Muchova hits a return against Australia’s 
Ashleigh Barty during their women’s singles quarter-final match of the 
Australian Open in Melbourne on Wednesday.BrANdoN MALoNE/AFP
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