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CAMBODIA exported 
203,485 tonnes of seven 
major cash crops last month, 
according to a report by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries.

The ministry lists these as 
milled rice, natural rubber, 
corn, cashew nuts, pepper-
corn, as well as fresh banan-

as, chillies and mangoes.
The Kingdom shipped out 

34,273 tonnes of milled rice 
worth $30.76 million to 28 
international markets, down 
32.07 tonnes or 0.094 per 
cent from January last year.

Rubber product exports 
reached 52,711 tonnes last 
month, up nine per cent 
year-on-year, worth $84.49 
million, with the average 

price of the commodity 
averaging about $1,603 per 
tonne, marking a $232 year-
on-year climb.

The going-rate for rubber 
from smaller-scale traders 
or farmers last month was in 
the range of 5,500-5,900 riel 
($1.35-$1.45) per kilo-
gramme for 100 per cent dry 
rubber content (DRC 100%) 
latex and 2,300-2,850 riel for 

lump latex (DRC 50%).
Cambodia also sold 44,471 

tonnes of corn, 40,956 
tonnes of fresh bananas, 
16,252 tonnes of fresh chil-
lies, 11,637 tonnes of fresh 
mangoes, 3,183 tonnes of 
cashews nuts and two 
tonnes of peppercorn.

In Lai Huot, owner of the
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P
RIME Minister Hun Sen has 
allotted an additional 1.5 billion 
riel ($368,000) to four provinces 
bordering Thailand for support 

of returning migrants in quarantine. 
Meanwhile, more than 7,000 peo-

ple have been vaccinated against 
Covid-19 in the first five days of 
the campaign by the ministries of 
Health and National Defence. 

And in response to instructions from 
Hun Sen, representatives of the minis-
tries of Justice and Health met on Feb-
ruary 16 to review and revise the sub-
decree concerning the implementation 
of health measures at the borders. 

Health ministry secretary of state York 
Sambath announced the provision of new 
funding, food and other materials for 
the provinces of Battambang, Banteay 
Meanchey, Oddar Meanchey, and Pailin. 

Battambang and Banteay Meanchey 

were allotted 300 million riel while Oddar 
Meanchey and Pailin were given 400 mil-
lion riel and 500 million riel respectively.

Battambang and Pailin were also 
provided with 1,000 cases of drink-
ing water and 1,000 cases of instant 
noodles. Banteay Meanchey received 
1,000 sleeping kits while Oddar 
Meanchey was given 1,000 cases of 
drinking water and 500 sleeping kits.

Health ministry spokeswoman Or 
Vandine announced that the first five 

days of the voluntary public vaccina-
tion campaign had seen more than 
2,000 people receive the Sinopharm 
vaccine donated by China. 

“In total, 2,678 people came for vac-
cination from February 10-15, includ-
ing 1,003 women. We successfully vac-
cinated 2,122 people, including 698 
women, while 556 others were declined 
due to health problems,” she said.

PM allots more aid to border

Eurostat: China 
dethrones US 
as EU’s biggest 
trading partner
CHINA last year overtook the US as 
the EU’s biggest trading partner, EU 
statistics agency Eurostat said on 
February 15.

Britain meanwhile, which is no long-
er part of the EU, ranked third, it said.

China suffered from the coronavi-
rus pandemic during the first quarter 
but recovered vigorously with con-
sumption even exceeding end-2019 
levels at the end of last year.

This helped drive sales of European 
products, particularly in the automo-
bile and luxury goods sectors, while 
China’s exports to Europe benefited 
from strong demand for medical 
equipment and electronics.

The EU and China are seeking to 
ratify a long-negotiated investment deal 
that would give European companies 
better access to the Chinese market.

Eurostat said the trade volume with 
China reached €586 billion ($711 bil-
lion) last year, compared to €555 bil-
lion for the US.

The agency said EU exports rose by 2.2 
per cent to €202.5 billion while at the 
same time, imports from China increased 
by 5.6 per cent to €383.5 billion.

EU exports to the US fell by 13.2 per 
cent in the same period and imports 
by 8.2 per cent.

In addition to the Covid-19 crisis, 
transatlantic trade has been impaired 
by a series of tit-for-tat feuds that have 
resulted with tariffs imposed on steel and 
products such as French champagne 
or Harley-Davidson motorcycles.

Trade with the UK fell last year, as it 
officially left the bloc, though a transi-
tion period until December 31 blunt-
ed the effects of Brexit, Eurostat said.

EU exports to the UK dropped by 
13.2 per cent, while imports from 
across the channel dipped by 13.9 per 
cent, Eurostat said. AFP

Cash-crop exports 200K tonnes in Jan

open can of worms
the black soldier fly (bsf) farm cultivates fly larvae for animal feed in Meanchey district’s stung Meanchey I commune in the 
capital. nearby residents have complained of a persistent, intolerable stench, prompting authorities to intervene. HONG MENEA
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Lay Samean

M
INISTER of Interior Sar 
Kheng has issued in-
structions to the newly 
formed National Police 

reform commission to train officers 
in professionalism, integrity and 
other pertinent skills as he pushes to 
further reduce crime with the con-
struction of more police stations.

At a ceremony to hand over new 
vehicles to municipal and provincial 
police on February 16, Sar Kheng 
said the current reforms are intend-
ed to affect social justice.

“We have been reforming, and 
there is no end to the process. The 
scope of reforms includes address-
ing the ranks of officials, the struc-
ture of the organisation and training 
for officers, including on the subject 
of ethics,” he said.

Sar Kheng also reiterated a call 
for police officials to avoid serious 
misconduct, citing the example of 
Kamrieng district police chief Kim 
Ponlork in Battambang province 
who has been stripped of his rank 
and expelled from the National Po-
lice in connection with the release 
of a broker who allegedly smuggled 
workers into Thailand.

“The police chief violated his pro-
fessional duties, ignoring hierarchy 
and reporting procedures to make a 
wrongful decision by himself. This is 
a learning experience for all police, 
and an ethical dilemma on which 
everyone may reflect,” he said.

Sar Kheng emphasised that re-
cruits joining the police force must 
be qualified and disciplined in ac-
cordance with the department’s re-
formed policies. For example, police 
must keep their hair short and not 
let their bellies grow. 

In particular, an officer 1.65m in 
height should maintain a weight be-
low 70kg in accordance with depart-
mental regulations or face a penalty 

on evaluations which could lead to 
withholding promotions.

“Police officials must have disci-
pline, not like normal people. We are 
police, which is different from being 
civilians, as we have guns while civil-
ians do not. We are authorised to han-
dle guns for carrying out operations 
to crack down on crime,” he said.

Sar Kheng also instructed provincial 
police chiefs to devote more resourc-
es towards enhancement of police 
facilities, including the construction 
of more stations and local adminis-
trative posts to more effectively stop 
crime and control security and public 
order in their jurisdictions.

“If the police force is strong, the 
country will be secure. If not, then 
the whole country will be vulnerable. 
Therefore, we need to think about 
how to equip police chiefs and sta-

tions with the materials, training, 
methods, incentives and penalties 
that will make the effective,” he said.

On the topic of the ceremony, Sar 
Kheng called on the municipal and 
provincial police chiefs receiving 
new vehicles to use them for the pur-
pose of fulfilling their duties. They 
are meant to serve the public rather 
than personal interest and must not 
be used for illicit purposes like trans-
porting goods to avoid taxes.

Kandal provincial police chief 
Chhoeun Sochet said the new cars 
would be used in a targeted and ef-
fective manner for the public inter-
est. He said Sar Kheng delivered four 
cars to the Kandal provincial police 
which will be used in the four dis-
tricts of Ang Snuol, Mok Kampoul, 
Sa’ang and Lvea Em.

“We will use these cars to protect 

and serve public security as actual 
needs arise. They will be used in 
each of the four districts,” he said.

Sochet added that he would seek 
to improve the efficiency of police 
officials serving the public in accor-
dance with the seven points of the 
government’s recently revised safe 
village-commune-district policy.

Sar Kheng urged sub-national ad-
ministrations to work directly with 
the public to provide better services 
and make services easier for people 
in each locality to access.

“The safe village-commune-dis-
trict policy is meant to provide good 
public services – services which are 
necessary, such as all people having 
ID cards so that they can register 
for elections or school admissions, 
receive a passport or form associa-
tions like NGOs,” he said.
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The defence ministry announced 
on February 15 that 4,969 members 
of the armed forces had been vacci-
nated including soldiers and police. 

The health ministry noted that the 
Sinopharm vaccine is now available at 
Calmette Hospital, Preah Ang Duong 
Hospital, the Khmer-Soviet Friendship 
hospital, the National Paediatric Hos-
pital, and Preah Ket Mealea Hospital.

Separately, the Cambodian embas-
sy in Bangkok issued instructions for 
all Cambodian nationals in Thailand 
to follow proper procedures when re-
patriating, saying failure to abide by 
regulations could endanger the public 
by importing Covid-19 to Cambodia. 

“All migrant workers without excep-
tion must undergo quarantine accord-
ing to health measures if they need to 
return to Cambodia. Those who es-
cape from quarantine will be fined one 
million riel or more and be subject to 
punishments as stated in the Criminal 
Code,” the embassy said. 

The embassy also requested mi-
grants to share any information 
pertaining to brokers who illegally 
smuggle workers across the border, 
either to or from Cambodia. 

Justice minister Koeut Rith and 
the health ministry’s Sambath led a 
meeting on February 16 to discuss 
proposals to revise sub-decree No 
129, as per Hun Sen’s orders, but 
neither Sambath nor justice min-
istry spokesman Kim Santepheap 
could be reached for comment. 

The prime minister issued instruc-
tions for the two ministries to amend 
the statute to increase fines for people 
who avoid or escape from quaran-
tine following the recent discovery in 
Takeo province of returning migrants 
who had skipped quarantine by re-
entering the country illegally.

Ministry reps 
meet to revise 
fines upward

Long Kimmarita

CAMBODIAN embassy rep-
resentatives in Thailand are 
demanding justice for a Cam-
bodian worker who was alleg-
edly violently beaten by his 
Thai employer.

The 34-year-old worker, Nan 
Nam Sok from Battambang 
province, sustained significant 
head injuries after being beat-
en with a gun at Banmai mar-
ket in Thailand’s Chachoeng-
sao province on February 12. 

Immediately after the inci-
dent the victim sought inter-
vention from the Cambodian 
embassy and requested their 
assistance in holding his em-
ployer to account.

In a Facebook post on Febru-
ary 15, the embassy said its rep-
resentatives had gone with Nam 
Sok to the Chachoengsao provin-
cial police station to request the 
assistance of the Thai authori-
ties in resolving the matter.

“After meeting to find a so-
lution, the worker received 
justice and was satisfied with 
the results of the Thai author-
ities’ actions,” it said. 

The embassy said the Thai 
authorities would take legal 
action against the employer 
for his violent assault on the 
Cambodian worker.

Embassy officials could not 

be reached for comment on 
February 16. 

But Kuy Koung, spokesman 
for the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and International Coop-
eration, told The Post briefly 
that the embassy had achieved 
an acceptable solution to the 
victim’s complaint.

De Thehoya, programme 
officer at the Centre for Alli-
ance of Labour and Human 
Rights, applauded the help 
from the embassy and hoped 
that the problems of Cambo-
dian workers in Thailand will 
continue to be handled with-
out discrimination. 

“We don’t yet know whether 
he has received justice or not, 
just that the authorities have 
promised to intervene. But if 
[the authorities] fulfil their ob-
ligations then I congratulate 
them for performing their du-
ties, because this is clearly a 
case where the Thai authorities 
must take action,” he said.

Thehoya said financial com-
pensation would not be suf-
ficient and authorities must 
fully enforce the law and bring 
the employer to justice to set 
an example for others. 

“This was a very immoral 
act that was extremely violent. 
Beating his head with a gun 
showed complete disrespect 
for humanity,” he said.

Justice sought in case of 
beaten migrant worker

Police reform commission lauded

Gov’t holds drug abuse workshop
Voun Dara 

THE Ministry of Education, 
youth and Sports and the Na-
tional Authority for Combat-
ing Drugs (NACD)conducted 
a training course in collabo-
ration with Plan International 
Cambodia on February 15 for 
a group of 27 national train-
ers on Prevention and Control 
of Accidents Caused by Illegal 
Drug Use. 

The course was conducted at 
the Kampong Cham provincial 
education department to im-
part the knowledge and skills 
necessary for the participants 
to be able to provide training 
to others on this topic.

The training was presided 
over by NACD secretary-gen-
eral Meas Vyrith and educa-
tion ministry undersecretary 
of state Soeur Socheata. 

Vyrith said the drug prob-
lem did not show any signs of 
slowing down despite the fact 
that opium poppy cultivation 
in the Golden Triangle region 
had decreased along with the 
production of other naturally 
sourced drugs. He said the 
production of synthetic drugs 
made from chemicals in labo-
ratories was still on the rise.

“The opening of this training 
course today is in line with the 
strategies of the NACD, which 
calls on all ministries and insti-

tutions to continue to train key 
personnel in order to strength-
en work on raising awareness 
with the public so that they un-
derstand the need to stay away 
from drugs. Drugs can lead to 
disaster for themselves, their 
families and society,” he said. 

Socheata told The Post on 
February 16 that the NACD and 
Plan International Cambodia 
had supported the education 
ministry by helping to produce 
textbooks for use in villages for 
teaching and learning about 
the dangers of drugs in both 
public and private educational 
institutions across the country.

She also noted that the edu-
cation ministry had recently 
received assistance from 
China to set up an anti-drug 
research library to dissemi-
nate information on drug-
related hazards at the Sam-
dech Techo Hun Sen Library 
in Phnom Penh and that this 
programme will be expanded 
to locations in eight addition-
al provinces in the future.

Socheata said that for the 
safety of Cambodian society 
and to ensure children will 
avoid drugs, the education 
ministry is examining whether 
to seek support from develop-

ment partners to prepare text-
books at the high school level 
on the Prevention and Control 
of Accidents Caused by Illegal 
Drug Use for distribution to all 
educational institutions. 

She said the education min-
istry and NACD will conduct 
another course for national 
trainers in Kampong Speu in 
March on the same topic. 

yi Kim Than, deputy coun-
try director for Programmes 
of Plan International Cam-
bodia, said there are many 
issues and concerns related 
to drugs in schools and their 
effects on students.

 “We think this problem is 
due to a lack of awareness 
among children and students 
about the effects of drug use 
on their health, education 
and future prospects. There-
fore, our organisation has 
discussed with the education 
ministry ways to contribute to 
reducing the number of stu-
dents using drugs,” he said. 

Kim Than said that for stu-
dents to fully understand the ef-
fects of drug use, it is necessary 
to give special training to their 
teachers on the subject which is 
why the organisation published 
the Prevention and Control 
of Accidents Caused by Illegal 
Drug Use manual as a resource 
for teachers to use in their anti-
drug education efforts.

Police officers walk among new vehicles delivered to municipal and provincial departments on Tuesday. hong menea

Officials of the National Authority for Combatting Drugs held a training 
course on Monday. national authority for combatting drugs



Nov Sivutha

THE Ministry of Public Works 
and Transport’s information 
technology team has been 
developing a new app to 
record all information related 
to traffic offences by drivers 
in the country. 

The app is part of a plan to 
establish a scoring system for 
each driver where each record-
ed offence deducts from the 
driver’s score to determine the 
imposition of penalties, 
including the suspension of 
their driving licence for a peri-
od of six months to one year.

At the opening ceremony of 
the meeting to review the work 
results for 2020 and the work 
directions for 2021 on February 
16, public works minister Sun 
Chanthol said the development 
of the new app system may be 
completed by June 2021. 

He said once the app is fin-
ished it will be presented to 
Minister of Interior Sar Kheng 
for approval before it is offi-
cially launched.

Chanthol explained that this 
app will establish a score for each 
driver linked to their driving 
licence and deduct points from 
it for each driving offence. 

“The law states that five years 
after this law is put in force there 
will be deduction of points for 
any kind of driving offence. For 
example, driving over the speed 
limit, not stopping at red traffic 
lights, driving in a drunken 
state, or driving without a seat 
belt, all of these would count as 
deductions,” he said.

Chanthol noted that the new 
app system will record the driv-
ing scores and tabulate deduc-
tions and once too many points 
have been lost across the 12 
categories of offences tracked, 

then the offender will not be 
allowed to drive anymore. 

He added that there will still 
be cash penalties for driving 
offences along with the deduc-
tion of points from the driver’s 
score and that some offences 
would cause the immediate sus-
pension of the driver’s licence 
for a period of six months to one 
year as stated in the law. 

According to Chanthol, if the 
app is given approval by Sar 
Kheng in July, they plan to start 
disseminating information 
about it to all drivers along with 
renewed efforts to educate the 
public about Cambodia’s laws 
on driving and public roads.

Chanthol said the establish-
ment of this app and the point 
deduction system for traffic 
offenders will also make it eas-
ier for insurance companies to 
sell insurance packages in 
Cambodia with pricing and 

coverage that reflects the safety 
record of each driver. He said 
that in the near future there will 
be transfer of information of 
this nature between his minis-
try and insurance firms.

Road safety expert Kong 
Ratanak welcomed the mod-
ernisation efforts by the min-
istry and the creation of a sys-
tem to track all public road 
users’ traffic offences.

“For me, modernisations 
such as this app will help to 
control bad behaviour by 
recording the mistakes of 
offending drivers and that is a 
good thing. In 2021 most peo-
ple, including the authorities, 
use a smartphone so the [apps] 
could assist them in carrying 
out their duties,” he said.

Ratanak said the ministry has 
shown initiative by creating 
this app to simplify the process 
of tracking driving offences and 

that along with the require-
ment of a licence for all drivers 
in the country it would be an 
important step towards 
improving road safety.

However, he noted that the 
accuracy of the app system and 
the authorities’ implementation 
would be crucial in determining 
whether it is a success.

Voun Dara

A
S OF February 15, 
Battambang provin-
cial authorities have 
arrested 14 brokers 

and others involved with facili-
tating the movement of work-
ers who are crossing the border 
illegally to avoid quarantine. 

Nine suspects were taken to 
court and four others are still 
being detained for question-
ing after having been caught 
attempting to transport five 
workers across the border 
from Thailand.

Battambang Provincial 
Administration spokesman 
Soeum Bunrith told The Post 
on February 16 that following 
Prime Minister Hun Sen’s or-
der, the provincial authorities 
had increased border guard 
force to 875 people to carry out 
strict inspections of all trucks 
transporting goods from Thai-
land to prevent migrant work-
ers sneaking into the country.

Bunrith said that on February 
15, five workers were found hid-
ing on two trucks transporting 
fruit. Authorities have already 
questioned the five and sent 
them to quarantine centres. 

Authorities are working on 

sending four more people 
– including the drivers and 
their assistants – to court.

Bunrith said that on February 
16 Battambang provincial gov-
ernor Nguon Ratanak and Sam 
Vanvirak, director of the Minis-
try of Interior’s internal security 
department, chaired a meeting 
to further tighten measures to 

prevent illegal border crossings 
in Kamrieng, Phnom Proek and 
Sampov Loun districts.

He said the provincial au-
thorities had also issued addi-
tional orders to all administra-
tions along the border regions 
to prevent anyone from hid-
ing migrant workers in their 
homes because in the past 

people have done so to help 
workers evade quarantine.

“People in in Kamrieng, 
Phnom Proek and Sampov 
Loun districts who want to 
leave their area must have a 
certificate from the commune 
police showing that they are 
really residents of that village 
or commune in order to help 
us catch any migrant workers 
attempting to skip quaran-
tine,” he said.

Sum Art, deputy chief of the 
Cambodia-Thailand Border 
relations working group at the 
Daung International Border 
Checkpoint in Kamrieng dis-
trict, also said on February 16 
that they had cooperated in re-
stricting entry and exit through 
the border checkpoint by care-
fully inspecting all trucks.

On February 15, the prime 
minister ordered the munici-
pal and provincial authorities 
to enforce stricter measures 
for crossing through border 
checkpoints. He ordered that 
anyone caught trying to avoid 
quarantine be interviewed 
to determine the identities 
of any brokers or others who 
may be providing assistance 
to workers to cross the border 
illegally.
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THE Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries and the 
uN Food and Agriculture Or-
ganisation (FAO) on February 
16 signed an agreement to be-
gin a project that will directly 
support 10,000 of the most 
vulnerable people affected by 
the economic fall-out from 
Covid-19 in Siem Reap and 
Banteay Meanchey provinces.

The 20-month project – 
Strengthening the livelihood 
recovery of the rural communi-
ties most affected by Covid-19 
in Cambodia – is funded by the 
Swiss Agency for Development 
and Cooperation (SDC). It will 
help the most vulnerable pop-
ulation groups including poor 
and vulnerable households, 
small-scale farmers, return-
ing migrant workers and un-
employed casual workers, all 
of whom suffered greatly this 
past year from Covid-19, ac-
cording to the press statement 
announcing the project.

A rapid assessment conduct-
ed jointly by the agriculture 
ministry, the Council for Ag-
ricultural and Rural Develop-
ment (CARD) and FAO in April 
2020 indicated the priority 
needs of the vulnerable group 
were agricultural inputs and 
assets for production, capacity 
building in production tech-
niques and improved com-
munity infrastructure such as 
water storage facilities. 

The vulnerable groups also 
need access to markets in ad-
dition to better access to fi-
nancial assistance in the form 
of grants and loans with low or 
no interest as well as the abil-
ity to delay loan repayment.

Agriculture ministry secre-
tary-general Srey Vuthy said 
the implementation of this 
project will respond to the 
critical needs of rural farmers 
by restoring their livelihoods 
through the building of pro-
ductive capacity and promo-
tion of agriculture-based work.

“The project will receive 
technical assistance from 
FAO who will support the 
project implementers in the 
provinces. Many thousands 
of households will benefit 

from this project,” he said.
Vuthy added that the project 

will also provide assistance to 
farmers to begin using net-
houses to grow crops.

However, he said the project 
would not be able to cover all 
of the provinces in Cambodia 
because it consists of techni-
cal assistance rather than fi-
nancial assistance so the min-
istry’s partner NGOs would 
have to conduct a study to se-
lect the provinces for aid that 
had the most vulnerable peo-
ple with the fewest resources.

This project will be imple-
mented along with two other 
projects partly funded by the 
SDC including the FAO-spon-
sored Food Safety project and 
the Women Empowerment in 
Agriculture, Food Security, and 
Nutrition project being funded 
by a multi-donor mechanism. 

FAO Representative in Cam-
bodia Alexandre Huynh said 
the project took on added im-
port now especially due to the 
impacts of Covid-19 on the na-
tion’s economy. He said he was 
delighted to see people come 
together not just for this proj-
ect, but for all three projects. 

Huynh said agriculture is a 
vital sector in the Cambodian 
economy and that it plays an 
important role here in poverty 
reduction. He cited World Bank 
statistics indicating that more 
than 60 per cent of poverty re-
duction in Cambodia from 2007 
to 2011 came from agriculture.

“Today, we witness an excel-
lent partnership among organi-
sations including FAO, SDC, In-
ternational Fund for Agriculture 
Development (IFAD), CARD 
and the agriculture ministry. 

“This partnership will allow 
us to move ahead together 
with important tasks in order 
to contribute to achieving a 
two-fold objective: livelihoods 
recovery for the affected rural 
households and improve-
ments in both the productiv-
ity and quality of agricultural 
production,” he said.

Huynh believed that with 
strong engagement and com-
mitment from the ministry’s 
leadership and its partners, the 
project would be able to deliver 
on these ambitious goals.

Livelihood recovery 
project to help 10,000

14 migrant brokers nabbed
Officers inspect a cargo truck inbound from Thailand at the Daung International Border Checkpoint in Battambang province on Tuesday. Police

Three migrant workers are seen hiding in a cargo truck inbound from 
Thailand at the Daung International Border Checkpoint in Battambang 
province on Tuesday. Police

There will be a deduction of points for any kind of driving offence, including 
driving over the speed limit and not stopping at traffic lights . HoNG MeNeA

Ministry works on traffic app, points demerit system
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Long Kimmarita

THe Ministry of Labour and Vo-
cational Training has announced 
cooperation with three compa-
nies to provide nearly 400 job 
opportunities for the country’s 
youth, organised into a month-
ly job interview programme set 
to begin on february 17.

a post on the ministry’s 
facebook page named the 
participating firms as Manu-
life Insurance Company, Vital 
Company and aba bank.

according to the ministry, 
the programme is part of a gov-
ernment initiative to establish 
forums for providing oppor-
tunities to the general public. 
youth seeking employment or 
internships and others looking 
to change jobs can access op-
portunities and save time by 
utilising the resource centre.

“Students and job seekers 
should prepare a CV to submit 
and select a position for which 
to apply and interview in person 
with the company on the desig-
nated day from 8am to 5pm at 
the Phnom Penh Job Centre lo-
cated at the ministry,” it wrote. 

Chhom Sokhoeun, a Job Cen-
tre official facilitating the event, 
said the monthly job interviews 
could contribute significantly to 
meeting the recruitment needs 
of employers now and in the 
future, connecting them face to 
face with active job seekers.

“for those who want to find 
a job or want to change their 
work, just bring your CV and 
prepare properly for a personal 

interview with representatives 
of the big companies on the day 
of the programme,” he said.

Sokhoeun noted that the pro-
gramme was being organised 
in accordance with Ministry 
of Health guidelines to ensure 
the safety and confidence of 
recruiters and job seekers.

Centre for alliance of Labour 
and Human rights (CeNTraL) 
executive director Moeun Tola 
applauded the recruitment of 
such a large number of people, 
adding that the labour ministry 
was fulfilling its obligations to 
the public by creating access to 
employment opportunities and 
spreading related information.

Tola was sceptical, however, 
whether the interviews would 
really translate into new 
jobs because it seemed that 
recently many citizens, in-
cluding those working in the 
banking sector, were already 
facing unemployment.

“I cannot be sure whether such 
a large recruitment will actually 
happen or not until there is re-
search to clearly track results. 
What I do know is that there 
have been complaints from 
workers in the microfinance 
industry because some institu-
tions are looking to lay off em-
ployees, not recruit,” he said.

Tola remained hopeful that 
the announcement would 
lead to real job opportunities 
and choices for the public, es-
pecially young people looking 
for work in the context of the 
economic crisis wrought dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic.

youth job programme
has nearly 400 openingsHome toilet access improving

Niem Chheng

f
IVe provinces in northeast Cambodia 
still have a high percentage of 
households without a toilet, 
while the majority of households 

in Svay rieng, Prey Veng, battambang, 
Kandal, and Phnom Penh have access to 
toilets, according to the findings of the 
recent population census. 

Officials say they expect that Cambo-
dia will reach the status of “Open Def-
ecation free” (ODf) by 2025.

across the Kingdom, 82.8 per cent of the 
more than 3.55 million households now 
possess a toilet, while 17.2 per cent do not. 

These percentages – from the 2019 
census results released last month – are 
a drastic improvement from the 14.5 per 
cent of households with a toilet in 1998 
and 33.7 per cent in 2008. 

The five provinces which have the 
highest percentage of households with-
out toilets are ratanakkiri at 48.8 per 
cent; Stung Treng at 47.2 per cent; Preah 
Vihear at 46.8 per cent; Mondulkiri at 44 
per cent; and Kratie at 38.6 per cent.

The four provinces with the lowest per-
centage of households without toilets are 
Svay rieng at 7.9 per cent; Prey Veng at 8.6 
per cent; battambang at 10.4 per cent; Kan-
dal at 11 per cent. Phnom Penh has the lowest 
percentage in the country at 6.1 per cent.

Lun Sayteng, chief of the Ministry of ru-
ral Development’s rural healthcare depart-
ment, told The Post on february 16 that 
there is a higher percentage of household 
with toilets in the four provinces thanks to a 
programme designed by the ministry with 
partner NGOs that had focused on them.

“We motivated the people and urged 
them to understand the issue, and their 
living conditions have improved. They 
work in factories and earn money to 
spend on the construction of toilets 

which cost less than $100 each. because 
when they go to work at the factory they 
have a toilet there, so when they go back 
home they [should not have] to live with-
out toilets,” Sayteng said.

He said that for the provinces with 
lower percentages of toilet use, it was 
partly due to difficulties in transport-
ing materials for construction of toilets 
and the presence of many poor people. 
He said geographical conditions such as 
floods or droughts could also contribute 
to lower percentages for toilet access. 

yi Kimthan, deputy country director for 
Plan International Cambodia, said some 
residents in the north-eastern provinces 
may think that toilets are not important 
because they can defecate in the forest.

“These locations are in rural areas where 
there are still forests where they can def-
ecate. Moreover, they are farming away 
from their homes all day. So they don’t 
build toilets at home because they spend 

around six months in their fields,” he said.
Kimthan added that high costs for con-

struction and transportation of material 
also played a role and that his organisa-
tion is working in ratanakkiri and Stung 
Treng provinces on this issue.

He said that in the four provinces with 
a high percentage of access to toilets, 
residents have more information on 
sanitation and enjoyed better living con-
ditions overall. for people living in those 
areas, having toilet facilities can also be a 
matter of maintaining a good reputation 
when receiving guests. These provinces 
are also the easiest locations for access 
to construction materials.

Nevertheless, Sayteng says Cambodia 
expects to achieve ODf status by 2025 and 
that currently his ministry and partner 
NGOs are focusing their efforts to achieve 
ODf for Prey Veng, Svay rieng, Kampong 
Chhnang, Kep and Kampong Speu prov-
inces by 2023.

Toilet facilities constructed for a villager by Kampong Cham authorities last year.  FACEbook



Orm Bunthoeurn

RESIDENTS of the capital’s 
Meanchey village living near 
the Black Soldier Fly (BSF) 
Farm have complained of 
a persistent, intolerable 
stench, prompting authori-
ties to intervene.

The farm, located in Meanchey 
district’s Stung Meanchey I 
commune, cultivates fly larvae 
for animal feed. Local residents 
said the situation began to im-
prove following mediating from 
commune officials.

Meng Chou, a grocery seller 
near the farm, said the smell 
had diminished for the past 
half month. 

“Now, it’s better. Previously, 
the stench was all over the vil-
lage. I could not sleep, and ev-
eryone needed to cover their 
noses. I had a headache every-
day because of the bad smell. 
Now, maybe they have some 
technique to reduce the smell 
– I don’t know,” she said.

Song Kheng, another near-
by resident, said there had 
been a bad smell every day, 
but after neighbours com-
plained repeatedly, officials 
came to the farm and issued 
instructions to the owner. 

“It was a terrible smell, mak-
ing it difficult for us to live, so 
we told the farm owner about 
it. Since authorities inspected 
the farm, it’s gotten better. 
The smell travels on the wind. 
Depending on which direc-
tion it blows, the people in 
that direction will get a stron-
ger smell,” she said.

Local resident Ra Sieng said 
the smell had not caused ma-
jor health impacts, but it had 
made living in the area un-
pleasant and difficult while 
the flies caused a nuisance.

“It stinks, and there are flies 
– it’s nearly unbearable. I kept 
shouting that it smelled bad. 
It doesn’t seem to cause any 
serious disease – it just smells 
very sour day and night, and 
we find it difficult to endure. 
But the last few days have 
been better,” Sieng said.

Tim Rath, a technician at 
the BSF Farm, said that raising 
flies does not harm the envi-
ronment. On the contrary, it is 
helpful because flies improve 
the disposal of perishable 
waste like organic materials.

“In environmental terms, 
it helps reduce waste. The 
downside is the bad smell. As 
we collect and store vegetable 
and fruit waste, it produces 
an odour as it decomposes. 
But when we process it into 
our raw materials, there is 
no longer a problem with the 
smell,” said Rath.

He said raising flies is very 
useful for farmers, especially 
for those raising animals who 
need livestock feed. The farm’s 
products are good for feeding 
chickens, ducks, edible-nest 
swiftlets and all kinds of fish.

He said flies and larvae are 
high in protein, which helps 
animals grow faster, keeps 
their skin shiny, strengthens 
their bones and makes them 
resistant to disease.

“We produce black soldier 
flies. It is a protein fly and does 
not harm human health. The lar-
vae we raise are for animal feed, 
and the waste they leave makes 

good compost soil,” he said.
Acting commune chief 

Soeng Mom told The Post on 
February 16 that authorities 
had summoned complain-
ants and the farm’s owner for 
a meeting at the Phnom Penh 
Municipal Hall the previous 
day to discuss the farm’s im-
pact on the local community 
and negotiate a solution.

“On February 15, they nego-
tiated over the problem, and 
now it is resolved. There was 
only one complainant pres-
ent, perhaps because the smell 
had been worse before, but 
it seems to have been better 
contained lately. And besides, 

this farm will soon be moving 
to Kean Svay,” she said.

BSF Farm owner Sao Sen-
samnang said authorities 
applauded the farm’s work 
raising flies but noted that 
the facility must be equipped 
with mechanisms to prevent 
odours from affecting the 
community.

“The meeting was very suc-
cessful. [Officials] support our 
efforts to raise many flies and 
are pleased with their positive 
environmental impact. But 
[they] advise using techniques 
which will stop the bad smell 
from harming neighbours,” 
Sensamnang said.

National 
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Orm Bunthoeurn

MORE than 800 families of 
the Kui indigenous communi-
ties of Salachhdor and Chaom 
Prich living on over 4,000ha in 
Kampong Thom province are 
appealing to the authorities 
for a speedy resolution to land 
disputes caused by encroach-
ment by outside parties.

Nguon Heang, a represen-
tative of the Chaom Prich 
community in Sala Visay 
commune’s Talaek village in 
Prasat Balang district, said 
her community consisted of 
669 families on 3,716ha that 
was divided into two areas. 

The first consists of 319 
families settled on more than 
300ha of forest land. 

The second consists of 350 
families who are not perma-
nently settled, ranging across 
more than 2,000ha. Of the 350 
families, about 50 are being 
negatively impacted by private 
firms and traders who have 
now allegedly cleared 100ha 
with the intention of seizing it. 

“They are clearing it day and 
night and we demand that the 
authorities speed up their in-
vestigation and offer solutions 
to the problems with land our 
community is having,” she said.

Luon Nuon, a representa-
tive of the Salachhdor com-
munity in Sala Visay com-
mune’s Kokir village in Prasat 

Balang district, said her com-
munity consisted of more 
than 200 families settled on 
1,006ha but now all the land 
that remained for the com-
munity was only 361ha with 
61ha of that being forest. 

She claimed that the land had 
been lost because individuals 
and businesses from outside 
the region had arrived and then 
rapidly cleared and claimed it.

“My Kui indigenous people 
know less about how to do 
business, so they only work in 
the forest. I lost the land in the 
forest that Samdech [Prime 
Minister Hun Sen] entrusted 
to me to take care of though it 
belongs to the state. 

“We’ve lost the forest, lakes 
and ponds. The old road that I 
used to walk on to the rice pad-
dies has been blocked. So, I want 
this problem solved,” she said.

Prasat Balang district gover-
nor Vanak Sopheanith told The 
Post that in the past the district 
and provincial authorities had 
protected those two communi-
ties.  They had gone on patrols 
there, filed court complaints 
on their behalf and educated 
the local people.

“The case is a small one, but 
we have continued to crack 
down on [the encroachments]. 
In the past, we had also gone 
there to educate them about 
the law. If there are reports 
from the communities, dis-

trict authorities or anyone we 
will go there and crack down 
on them without fail,” he said.

Sala Visay commune For-
estry Administration chief 
Phok Chetra said that in 2019 
and 2020, the forest was heav-
ily logged and the authorities 
had detained some loggers 
and also filed court com-
plaints against some others.

“I don’t remember exactly 
how many we had detained and 
sent to court. Let me look up 
the records. But I would guess 
no fewer than 20 cases over a 
period of two years,” he said.

Chetra pointed out, how-
ever, that companies did not 
encroach on the land and that 
it was only individuals from 
other provinces that did so. 

“Some of the people come 
from Kampong Cham prov-
ince, some from other places. 
They buy it and then clear it.  
We have also seized excava-
tors. We could not get there on 
time to catch them, so we then 
file a court complaint and 
search for them,” he said.

Chetra said community 
members had been instructed 
to patrol the area and exercise 
their rights as residents. And 
if they could not solve a prob-
lem, he said they had to report 
it to the authorities urgently 
and cooperate with them fully 
in order for the law to be suc-
cessfully enforced.

Residents complain about 
stench from fly larvae farm

Natives urge end to land rows

Natural area selected  
as sustainable use park
Orm Bunthoeurn 

T
HE government has 
issued a sub-decree 
establishing the Tuol-
porn Taley Boeung 

Sne Multiple use Area covering 
3,557ha in one town and three 
districts of Prey Veng province. 

The sub-decree’s stated pur-
pose is to ensure the preser-
vation of the natural beauty, 
ecology, biodiversity, environ-
ment and culture while pro-
viding products and natural 
services for sustainable use as 
well as maintaining environ-
mental balance and conserv-
ing natural resources in Prey 
Veng town, Ba Phnom, Peam-
ro and Svay Ontor districts. 

The sub-decree, signed by 
Prime Minister Hun Sen on 
February 5 and seen by The 
Post on February 16, addition-
ally states that the government 
wishes to increase the role of 
the ecological system in pro-
viding benefits to society for 
future generations, ensure the 
wise use of wetlands, and to 
enhance the participation of 
the public and the local com-
munities in the management, 
protection and preservation 
of the biodiversity and natural 
resources within this newly 
established multiple use area.

In a Facebook post on Febru-
ary 16, the Ministry of Environ-
ment said the Tuolporn Taley 
Boeung Sne Multiple use Area 
can provide ecological system 
services and abundant natural 
resources in support of the local 
community’s development. 

It said water is available 

from the lake in every sea-
son for agricultural crops and 
daily use by the community. 
There are also many species 
of important fish for people 
to catch and places to relax in 
addition to the lake’s histori-
cal significance linked to the 
belief in “Neak Ta Porn Taley”. 

Environment ministry 
spokesman Neth Pheaktra said 
the ministry will work with the 
local communities to prepare a 
management and preservation 
plan for the newly established 
area with the goal of protecting 
it while developing eco-tour-
ism to improve the commu-
nity’s economic prospects.   

“We will have a community 
plan and we will be recruit-
ing rangers to station here 
and patrol the area in order 
to prevent any land grabs or 
the destruction of bird habi-

tat because there are many 
species of birds here that can 
attract tourists,” he said. 

Chea Chamroeun, director 
of the NGO Save Environment 
and Agriculture, supports the 
creation of the area, saying the 
government is trying to create 
a development model for the 
next generation that includes 
environmental protections be-
cause the erosion of the envi-
ronment is a growing danger.  

“It is a new model that our 
country, our region and the 
world must use, or else [envi-
ronmental] erosion will just 
continue to get worse,” he said. 

Chamroeun added that the 
younger generation too often 
forgets the importance of pro-
tecting the environment and 
biodiversity and spends too 
much time dreaming about 
how to become millionaires.

A farmer displays fly larvae in Meanchey village of the capital’s 
Meanchey district on Monday. HONG MENEA

Birds flock at the site of the newly established Tuolporn Taley Boeung 
Sne Multiple Use Area in Prey Veng province. ENvirONMENt MiNistry



May Kunmakara

THREE cooperate-bond-listed firms on 
February 15 reported solid business-
performance recovery in the fourth 
quarter of last year resulting from proac-
tive government measures that kept 
economic activities afloat despite the 
spread of the Covid-19 pandemic.

In its filing to Cambodia Securities 
Exchange (CSX), Advanced Bank of 
Asia Ltd (ABA) reported that 11,331 
loans worth $724.2 million were dis-
bursed in the fourth quarter. Its gross 
loan portfolio grew by 12 per cent 
quarter-on-quarter to $3.8 billion.

ABA said its deposit portfolio contin-
ued to grow in the fourth quarter, surging 
nine per cent quarter-on-quarter to $4.0 
billion. Its client base climbed 12 per 
cent quarter-on-quarter to 1.4 million.

Its chairman Yves Jacquot said in 

the filing that the bank restructured 
10,768 loans worth $551 million in 
the fourth quarter, with the share of 
restructured loans in the total port-
folio dropping two percentage points 
quarter-on-quarter to 14 per cent.

He said: “ABA continues to imple-
ment its business strategy, focusing 
on digital finance products and pro-
ductive loans to businesses in real 
sectors of the economy.

“While continuously innovating for 
banking solutions, the bank applies 
a robust risk management culture 
strengthened by audit and compli-
ance functions.”

Leading automobile company RMA 
(Cambodia) Plc (RMAC) said in its filing 
that it closed out its fiscal 2020 year with 
solid fourth-quarter sales and net prof-
it, which surged 20.7 per cent and 154.0 
per cent year-on-year, respectively.

It said: “This strong performance 
needs to be highlighted and again 
demonstrates the power of our brands 
and the success of our teams in the 
automobile, agricultural and heavy-
equipment industries in Cambodia.”

Sales grew 55.2 per cent year-on-year 
in the first quarter, but tempered in the 
second quarter with a 40.9 per cent 
year-on-year contraction due to Covid-
19 restrictions, RMAC said. Third-quar-
ter sales were still 0.4 per cent lower than 
the corresponding 2019 figure, even after 
showing “a promising turn-around”.

Its chairman Kevin Whitcraft said in 
the filing that RMAC maintained 
“healthy fundamentals” throughout 
last year by lowering its inventory level 
and working capital, while taking a cau-
tious approach to spending. The prod-
uct pipeline was kept at a healthy level 
as of the end of the fourth quarter.

He said: “The company continues 
to launch products from our suppliers 
focusing on the needs of Cambodian 
consumers and ensuring that we are 
providing products with latest tech-
nology features, focusing on lowering 
fuel consumption and with a constant 
view toward the safety of our custom-
ers in the products we sell.”

Meanwhile, Hattha Bank Plc (HKL) 
reported in its filing that the bank restruc-
tured more than 13,000 loans worth 
close to $140 million in the fourth quarter.

It said its loan portfolio grew 16 per 
cent quarter-on-quarter to $1.323 
billion in the fourth quarter, while 
deposits ended 17 per cent higher 
quarter-on-quarter to set an all-time 
record of $793 million.

Its PAR30+ ratio reduced from 1.44 
to 0.70 per cent as “we continued to 
strengthen asset quality manage-

ment and customers improved their 
financial position”, it added.

PAR30+ is the percentage of the gross 
loan portfolio for all outstanding loans 
that are overdue by more than 30 days.

HKL chairman Dan Harsono said in 
the filing: “In the last quarter of 2020, 
[the] Cambodian economy continued 
to recover although the global situa-
tion of Covid-19 was still prolonged 
and affected all countries.

“Local businesses and domestic 
consumption, a vital engine of Cam-
bodian economic growth, where 
severely impacted.

“I appreciated the proactive measures 
from the government and NBC [National 
Bank of Cambodia] in addressing the 
need of businesses, individuals and 
financial institutions.  These efforts ena-
bled business activities to continue [despite] 
challenges from the pandemic.”
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,880 16,820 16,920 16,700

2 GTI 3,300 3,300 3,300 3,180

3 PAS 13,620 13,500 13,620 13,400

4 PEPC 2,900 2,940 2,950 2,900

5 PPAP 12,000 12,000 12,000 11,800

6 PPSP 1,530 1,510 1,530 1,510

7 PWSA 6,080 6,040 6,080 5,900

Date: February 16, 2021

Business
USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,072 1.2643 6.4582 105.31 4.0300 1.3231 29.88 0.7792 1.2154 1.3930

Three bond-listed companies post solid Q4 recovery

Cash-crop sector bullish 
about a pick-up in 2021
Continued from page 1

Madam Huot cashew nut 
processing cottage industry 
in southwestern Kampong 
Thom province’s Kampong 
Svay district, told The Post 
that her business was plough-
ing on to fulfil Top Planning 
Japan Co Ltd’s 15-tonne order 
of finished product.

She said Madam Huot launched 
its first cashew processing plant 
late in December, investing 
$200,000 in a joint venture with 
the Japanese company.

“We’ve been on the trot 
processing cashew nuts to 
supply the company on time 
as spelled out in the contract, 
which is to kick in from Febru-
ary. We’re pretty stoked that 
the Japanese firm has commit-
ted to buy finished cashew 
nuts from us and export them 
to its market,” Lay Huot said.

Recent adverse weather con-
ditions has pushed the harvest 
season to mid-March, she said, 
adding that the nuts had only 
just begun to sprout at most 
plantations.

Cashew nuts now command 
wholesale prices in the region of 
$1,500 per tonne, on par with last 
year, she said. “Fingers crossed 
that the price of cashew nuts 
from this year’s harvest will be 
sounder than last year given that 
the market seems to have perked 
up a little bit earlier in the year.”

Cambodian Pepper and Spices 
Federation president Mak Ny 

told The Post that the price of 
peppercorn without geographi-
cal indication (GI) status had 
registered a year-on-year rise, 
from 8,000 riel at the beginning 
of last year to 10,000 riel now.

He said prices of the fruit has 
seen a rebound on the back of 
muted production in Vietnam 
and dwindling global stock-
piles, which has ratcheted up 
demand for peppercorn.

“Time after time, we still pre-
fer our customers to be direct 
ones, rather than relying on the 
Vietnamese market,” Ny said.

He added that German 
exporter Fuchs (Cambodia) Co 
Ltd this year upped their 
annual order of peppercorn 
from federation members 
from 800 to 1,000 tonnes.

“I remain optimistic that Cam-
bodian pepper will persevere in 
its important role of supplying 
the international market, in 
terms of quality and price, and I 
believe that this year’s pepper 
prices will carry on rising,” he said.

Cambodia exported 8.55 
million tonnes of six major 
cash crops, through formal 
and informal channels, worth 
more than $2.32 billion last 
year as of December 15, 
according to agriculture min-
ister Veng Sakhon.

In a December 24 post on his 
official Facebook page, the 
minister listed the crops as 
cassava, cashew nuts, man-
goes, yellow bananas, pepper-
corn and Pailin longan.

‘2022 the year’ for M’kiri airport
Thou Vireak

T
HE long-discussed regional-lev-
el airport in Mondulkiri province 
may break ground as soon as 
next year, according to State Sec-

retariat of Civil Aviation (SSCA) spokes-
man Sin Chansereyvutha.

Chansereyvutha told The Post that the 
airport in Mondulkiri will be built on a 
300ha site with a capital investment of 
about $80 million.

And Mondulkiri provincial governor Svay 
Sam Eang previously told The Post that 
provincial authorities are demarcating a 
600ha plot for the new airport some 22km 
south of Sen Monorom town in O’Raing 
district’s Sen Monorom commune.

Prime Minister Hun Sen on February 
10 signed a resolution establishing an 
inter-ministerial committee to oversee 
the project, as an initial feasibility study 
conducted by SSCA nears completion.

The committee has been commis-
sioned to spearhead talks on a frame-
work agreement with Powerchina Inter-
national Group Ltd (PIG) to implement 
the project and associated infrastructure 
works, according to the resolution.

It is also tasked with leading, assessing, 
evaluating and providing recommenda-
tions for studies concerning the project, 
as well as helming and negotiating pub-
lic-private partnership agreements until 
final formal agreements are signed.

Chansereyvutha said the initial feasi-
bility study would be completed by the 
end of the month and submitted to the 
government for approval. “We are cur-
rently carrying out the technicalities for 
the development of the new airport.”

After the study, SSCA and PIG will 
hammer out the terms of the concession 
agreement, he said, adding that it would 

likely take almost a year before the air-
port breaks ground.

In a December 31 letter, the Council of 
Ministers said the government had de-
cided in principle to allow PIG to study 
and develop a proposal to build the proj-
ect, adding that the Chinese company 
would have to foot the bill for the proj-
ect’s initial feasibility study.

The letter was signed by the council’s per-
manent secretary of state Hing Thoraksy 
and addressed to the ministers of Economy 
and Finance; and Land Management, ur-
ban Planning and Construction, the SSCA 
and Mondulkiri provincial governor.

Cambodia currently operates three inter-
national airports – Phnom Penh Interna-
tional Airport, Siem Reap International Air-
port and Sihanouk International Airports, 
which are owned by Cambodia Airports, a 
subsidiary of France’s VINCI Airports.

The Kingdom is also in the process of 
building two new international airports.

The new Siem Reap international air-
port is being built by Angkor Interna-
tional Airport Investment (Cambodia) 
Co Ltd (AIAI) with capital investment of 
nearly $900 million and is scheduled to 
be completed next year.

Phase I of a 4F class airport that occupies 
2,600ha in Kandal province’s Kandal Stung 
district (and slightly protruding into Takeo 
province’s northernmost Bati district) is 
scheduled to be completed by 2023 and 
will cost an estimated $1.5 billion to build.

The project will serve Phnom Penh 
and is developed by Cambodia Airport 
Investment Co Ltd, a joint venture 90 
per cent owned by Overseas Cambodian 
Investment Corp Ltd (OCIC), one of the 
Kingdom’s largest real estate developers, 
and 10 per cent by SSCA.

A view of Mondulkiri province’s Sen Monorom town. HONG MENEA



INDONESIA’S first annual 
economic contraction since 
the 1998 Asian financial crisis 
may have a long-term impact 
on the country, pushing back 
the government’s efforts to 
escape from the middle-in-
come trap by 2045, a top gov-
ernment official has warned.

The country’s gross domes-
tic product (GDP) shrank by 
2.07 per cent year-on-year 
last year as the Covid-19 pan-
demic suppressed social and 
economic activities, Statistics 
Indonesia (BPS) reported 
earlier this month.

As a result, the country’s 
GDP per capita – a universal 
measure of a country’s pros-
perity – fell by around 3.7 per 
cent to 56.9 million rupiah 
($3,911) last year from 59.1 
million rupiah in the previous 
year, according to BPS.

“The long-term impact, if 
we keep going down like this 
or our economic growth rate 
stays only five per cent, for 
example, is that it will be very 
hard to get out of the middle-
income trap,” Minister of 
National Development Plan-
ning Suharso Monoarfa said 
at a recent virtual briefing.

The middle-income trap is 
a development economics 
term that, in short, describes 
an economy being stuck at 
middle-income level without 
progressing to the status of a 
high-income economy.

Indonesia had just celebrat-
ed the milestone of moving 
into the group of upper-mid-
dle income countries from its 
previous lower-middle income 
status, as its gross national 

income (GNI) per capita 
reached $4,050 in 2019, slight-
ly above the $4,046 threshold 
for the category, as the World 
Bank announced in July.

Avoiding this middle-in-
come stagnation is crucial for 
countries with a large work-
ing-age cohort like Indonesia, 
where people between 15 and 
64 years of age account for 
70.72 per cent of the popula-
tion, according to the latest 
BPS census. The proportion is 
the highest since the decen-
nial census began in 1961.

In his inauguration speech in 
2019, President Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo unveiled his ambition 
for Indonesia to escape the 
middle-income trap by 2045, 
aiming to turn the country into 
an advanced country with an 
annual income of 320 million 

rupiah per capita. This figure 
equals a monthly income of 27 
million rupiah per person.

However, Sunarso warned 
that, with the current eco-
nomic growth amid the pan-
demic, the government might 
not achieve this feat.

“Even in 2045, we cannot 
reach a level above $12,000. 
We may get into the upper-
middle income [group], but 
not into the high-income 
[group] yet,” he said.

The Ministry of National 
Development Planning esti-
mates that Indonesia that will 
need at least six per cent annu-
al growth in per-capita income 
to pass the $12,535 threshold 
for becoming a high-income 
country before it turns 100 
years old in 2045.

Suharso said the govern-

ment was expecting the 
country to return to the 
upper-middle income group 
soon if economic growth 
reached between 4.5 and five 
per cent this year and above 
five per cent next year.

However, economists have 
also warned that the eco-
nomic crisis due to the pan-
demic might deepen the 
income gap, as some sectors 
and income groups may 
recover sooner than others, a 
phenomenon described as a 
“K-shaped recovery”.

The fall in income per per-
son, a common measure of 
living standards, is said to be 
more pronounced among 
low-income citizens than 
their more affluent counter-
parts during the pandemic, 
according to Centre for 

Reform on Economics 
(CORE) Indonesia executive 
director Mohammad Faisal.

“The gap is very wide. The 
rich remain strong and their 
savings even rise during the 
pandemic, while those at the 
bottom see their purchasing 
power fall as their income 
declines,” Faisal told The Jakar-
ta Post in a phone interview.

According to BPS data, the 
gini ratio, which measures 
inequality based on spend-
ing, showed a slight increase 
to 0.381 in March last year 
from 0.380 in March 2019. 
Under the current macroeco-
nomic assumption, the gov-
ernment aims to bring down 
the ratio to between 0.377 
and 0.379 this year.

The latest GDP per-capita 
data suggests the government 
may need to assess its 2045 
goal and Covid-19 policies, 
according to Bank Permata 
economist Josua Pardede.

While the government 
stimulus might be able to 
lighten the pandemic’s 
impact on the economy, the 
stringency of the country’s 
Covid-19 measure plays a key 
role in recovering the econo-
my, so its growth returns to 
positive territory, he said.

“The government’s spend-
ing and stimulus must reach 
the right targets, so it can have 
an impact or restore private 
consumption and investment 
faster than in other coun-
tries,” Josua told the Post in a 
phone interview. “If the recov-
ery takes place faster, we can 
still catch up.” THE JAKARTA POST/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Tax revenues exceed target pace
Hin Pisei

T
HE Ministry of Economy 
and Finance’s General De-
partment of Taxation (GDT) 
collected 879.68 billion riel 

($217.2 million) in tax revenue last 
month, down 77.08 billion riel or 8.06 
per cent compared to 2020, it said in 
a February 15 press release.

This comes even as tax collec-
tion from the three main sources of 
revenue – “income”, “payroll” and 
“special” – enjoyed year-on-year 
gains, with economists quick to peg 
the decline on government policies 
granting preferential treatment for 
sectors that face severe ongoing dis-
tress from the Covid-19 crisis.

Still, last month’s figure accounts 
for 9.68 per cent of the 9.08442 tril-
lion riel annual target – well over 
one-twelfth, GDT said.

Broken down by category, income 
tax made up the largest share of reve-
nue last month, raking in 173.79 billion 
riel (up 7.26 per cent year-on-year), 
followed by payroll tax (91.31 billion 
riel, up 10.07 per cent) and special tax 
(77.10 billion riel, up 5.53 per cent).

GDT director-general Kong Vibol 
told online media outlet Fresh News 
that January’s tax revenue num-
bers had not decreased month-on-
month and that this year’s collection 
level is poised to be slightly higher 
than in 2020.

“The decline in tax revenue over 
the first month was due to the [new] 
Covid-19 cases as well as the overall 
economic situation,” he said.

Hong Vanak, director of Inter-
national Economics at the Royal 
Academy of Cambodia, told The 

Post on February 16 that the gov-
ernment’s preferential schemes 
for the Kingdom’s more embattled 
sectors were the root causes of last 
month’s underwhelming tax-col-
lection performance.

He dismissed concerns that tax 
collection would impose a signifi-
cant burden on government reve-
nue, contending that the state is fully 
aware of the economic situation and 
the circumstances surrounding it.

“This dip in revenue is related to 

the government’s tax-easing poli-
cies. I do not think this is a concern,” 
he said, writing off opinions that 
suspensions and closures of busi-
nesses had played a larger role.

He instead called for greater at-
tention to the three main sources of 
tax revenue, which he stressed are 
benchmarks for domestic consumer 
demand and employment rate.

“In view of the current situation 
and the introduction of the gov-
ernment policies, I don’t think this 

year’s revenue collection will be all 
that different from 2020.

“However, if the government can ef-
fectively control the collection of taxes 
in some key sectors, [such as construc-
tion and real estate], revenue collec-
tion in 2021 may increase slightly com-
pared to last year,” Vanak said.

GDT collected 11.70052 trillion 
riel in tax revenue last year, up 
423.20 billion riel or 3.73 per cent 
compared to 2019, it said in a press 
release issued on January 11, 2020.

Indonesia’s GDP shrinks, first time since 1998

The General Department of Taxation collected $217.2 million in January, 9.68 per cent of the annual target. HONG MENEA

Indonesia had just celebrated the milestone of moving into the group of upper-middle income countries 
from its previous lower-middle income status, as its gross national income (GNI) per capita reached 
$4,050 in 2019, slightly above the $4,046 threshold for the category. AFP

Battle looms 
as Hyundai 
meets Tesla 
in EV market
TENSION is escalating in the fast-
growing all-electric vehicle market 
this year, as Hyundai Motor Co 
unveiled on February 15 the interior 
design of its Ioniq 5 model.

Market eyes were especially fixed 
on the South Korean automaker’s 
pricing strategy as the teaser release 
came in the wake of US competitor 
Tesla Inc’s recent product launch and 
apparent penetration price policy to 
meet the government’s subsidy 
requirements.

With the Ioniq 5 model set to be 
unveiled in full via an online world pre-
miere on February 24, Hyundai Motor 
announced only the interior design for 
the new electric vehicle – the first to be 
built on the company’s exclusive elec-
tric vehicle operating platform.

The Ioniq 5 midsize crossover vehi-
cle is noted for having ample space for 
both passengers and cargo, the car-
maker said in a statement, attributing 
the improvement to the Electric-Glo-
bal Modular Platform, or E-GMP.

The Hyundai-exclusive platform 
allows for an elongated wheelbase 
and flat floor, unlike in conventional 
crossovers built with internal com-
bustion engines, officials said.

The E-GMP system also comes with 
a battery that enables driving over 
500km on a single charge and an 
ultrafast charging system that allows 
vehicles to reach 80 per cent of total 
capacity within 18 minutes.

Starting with Ioniq 5, Hyundai 
Motor Group is determined to win 
the initiative in the electric vehicle 
market, especially in pace with global 
electric vehicle front-runner Tesla. 
While the Ioniq 6 midsize sedan and 
Ioniq 7 large sport utility vehicles are 
slated to hit the market in 2022 and 
2024, respectively, Hyundai’s inde-
pendent prestige brand Genesis is 
also preparing to launch its own elec-
tric vehicle model this year.

One of the top challenges for South 
Korea’s number-one automaker is the 
already notable presence of global 
competitor Tesla.

Under the environment ministry’s 
plan to provide subsidies for around 
121,000 electric vehicles this year, 
around 75,000 passenger cars will 
likely be eligible for the benefit – which 
means that electric vehicle makers will 
have to compete to make the cut.

During the Lunar New year holiday 
last week, Tesla officially launched its 
new SUV Model y in the Korean mar-
ket, with prices starting from 59.9 
million won ($54,400) – just under 
the government’s subsidy ceiling of 
60 million won.

The US carmaker also lowered the 
price for its conventional Model 3 
sedan’s Long Range trim to 59.9 mil-
lion won, down from 64.79 million 
won last year, marking the first price 
cut in South Korea.

Earlier this year, Seoul’s government 
confirmed its electric vehicle subsidy 
plan, allowing a 100 per cent subsidy 
payment for cars priced 60 million 
won or less while offering only half the 
amount for those priced between 60 
million won and 90 million won. Vehi-
cles priced over 90 million won will be 
excluded from the subsidy.

Tesla’s pricing strategy is expected 
to act as the key variable for Hyundai 
Motor Group and its upcoming elec-
tric vehicle model sales. The Tesla 
Model 3 Long Range accounted for 
35 per cent of the domestic electric 
vehicle market, with 11,003 units sold 
as of end-2020. THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK
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H
IGH streets around the 
world are changing rapidly. 
The Covid-19 pandemic 
has led to a great many 

store closures and seen more and 
more businesses shift online in our 
major export markets. These changes 
look like they will be permanent, as it 
is simply more profitable for brands to 
avoid the costly outlay of paying rent 
on physical stores. In fact, in future, 
there is talk that major brands may 
have just a few “flagship” stores as a 
showcase for their products – with the 
rest of their business going online.

There are major implications for 
garment manufacturers in bangla-
desh. More than ever, production 
hubs need to adapt and evolve to 
remain relevant for brands and to be 
able to service their ever-changing 
requirements.

bangladesh must not be a passive 
bystander, like a rabbit caught in the 
headlights, amid this shifting envi-
ronment. We must embrace the 
changes which are taking place, and 
with this in mind, I offer five sugges-
tions on how the bangladeshi ready-
made Garment (rMG) sector can 
improve its offering to brands.

Number one is speed. as indicated, 
brands want shorter runs, but they 
want them faster. This focus on rapid 
changeovers is a particular hallmark 
of the online fashion market, where 
the emphasis is on the continued 
updating of styles and lines. for evi-
dence, one only needs to visit the 
website of an online business such as 
asos, where the sheer wealth and 
breadth of offering and the way 
things are updated at such a rapid 
rate is something to behold. 

Consider also, here, boohoo. This 
british business now produces a lot 
of its clothing in the uK, to be closer 
to the market and provide it with 
speed and agility. This is what we are 
competing with in bangladesh; 
therefore, everyone along the value 
chain need to be on board, whether 
that be logistics, infrastructure, facto-
ry layout and so on.

Number two is safety. One of the 
strengths of bangladesh’s rMG 
industry is that it is now acknowl-
edged as among the safest in the 
world after the work of the bangla-
desh accord and uS-based alliance 
in improving factory safety. 

as an industry we can still use this 
as a selling tool with our brand part-
ners. Just recently we saw a factory 
disaster in Morocco, and we continue 
to see other incidents in sourcing 

hubs such as India and Pakistan. 
Ours is an industry where health and 
safety was for far too long neglected. 
Thankfully, bangladesh went through 
a massive investment process to 
make its factories safer for workers. 
This is a continuous process of 
improvement but, at the present 
time, we can say with confidence that 
ours is the safest major garment 
manufacturing country in the world. 
That’s a huge sell to brands.

The third selling tool for brands is 
recycling and circularity. It was 
announced recently that dozens of 
rMG factories in bangladesh will 
take part in a new circular fashion 
partnership, a cross-sectorial project 
led by Global fashion agenda, with 
partners reverse resources, bGMea 
and P4G.

We need more initiatives like this. 
recycling and circularity is the future 
for our industry. brands love it and will 
always want to be involved in projects 
which promote the circular economy. 
Often it is difficult for brands to find 
the right industrial partners for this 
kind of work, so bangladesh needs to 
make itself a one-stop shop — a place 
where brands can go to establish turn-
key solutions to meet their circularity 
objectives.

The above brings us onto point 

number four which is sustainable 
production. Let us not wait for 
brands to nudge and push us on sus-
tainability issues. Instead, why can’t 
we take the lead ourselves as individ-
ual factory owners and as an industry 
collectively? We must stop seeing 
sustainability as a “cost” and a head-
ache and instead start seeing it as a 
prerequisite for doing business with 
large, blue chip retail brands. That is 
the stark commercial reality we are 
facing right now, in common with 
our competitors. 

We can all complain about the costs 
of investment, which can be onerous, 
but these issues are not going to go 
away. as an industry, we all have to 
bite the bullet and make the neces-
sary investments in factory and tech-
nological upgrading, in renewable 
energy and so on. The “return” on this 
investment will be the continued 
business of brands in a world where 
issues such as carbon emissions are 
becoming more and more prominent 
in purchasing decisions.

The final selling tool for brands I 
would propose right now is bangla-
desh as a safe pair of hands. Who 
would have thought one might ever 
be able to say that about bangladesh 
and its rMG sector? In fact, we have 
had a very stable period in the years 

since the 2013 rana Plaza collapse, 
which was such a huge wake-up call 
for all of us.

Industrial relations are not perfect, 
but they are far less volatile than in 
other competitor garment hubs. We 
have not had the “forced/prison” 
labour issues witnessed in China 
during the past 12 months (which the 
uS has responded to by placing sanc-
tions on products facing Chinese cot-
ton). We do not have the political 
upheaval we are seeing in Myanmar 
and, to a lesser extent, ethiopia. In 
fact, of all the sourcing hubs, I would 
say bangladesh has been the most 
stable over the past five years (with 
the exception of the unforeseen event 
of Covid-19, a pandemic which has 
impacted us all in different ways).

In short, brands know what they 
are getting when they come to bang-
ladesh: quality goods and highly 
competitive prices, working with 
knowledgeable, seasoned manufac-
turers. In an uncertain world and 
these unprecedented times in which 
we are living, it’s impossible to put a 
price on this kind of stability and 
familiarity. THE DAILY STAR (BANGLADESH)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Mostafiz Uddin is Denim Expert Limited 
managing director and also founder and CEO 
of Bangladesh Apparel Exchange (BAE)

Amid industry upheaval,  
Bangladesh is a safe pair of hands

Bangladeshi labourers work in a garment factory in Gazipur. Bangladesh’s crucial textile industry saw a sharp rebound from the Covid-19 
crisis in August, with exports surging nearly 50 per cent as factories swung into full gear to meet orders from global retailers. Afp
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Ambassador Mikami: Japan-Cambodia  
friendship will continue to flourish 

Japan to fund education, farming projects

Chumreap Suo! It is my great 
pleasure to celebrate the National 
Day of Japan with Cambodian 
people again this year, although it is 
unfortunate that we are still having 
to avoid meeting up face to face or 
gathering in large groups. 

Despite these hardships, I will do 
my best in further advancing and 
strengthening our relationship.

Year 2020 was an extraordinary 
year. Interaction between people  
was severely restricted, especially 
across borders, because of Covid-19, 
and the flow of people travelling 
between Japan and Cambodia was  
no exception. 

To assist in overcoming the 
challenges presented by this situation,  
and to help improve the medical 
situation in Cambodia, Japan has 
provided multiple batches of medical 
equipment to Cambodia and will 
continue to deliver more in the future. 

This Japanese assistance has 
included the provision of medical 
equipment as well as making 
improvements to and provided new 
equipment for the Siem Reap Referral 
Hospital. 

We have also disbursed a 
concessional loan in Japanese yen – 
which is worth the equivalent of about 
$227 million – to support vulnerable 
people and small and medium-sized 
enterprises, and to strengthen medical 
capability. 

In addition, we will make a 
contribution of more than $130 
million to the COVAX Advance Market 

Commitment, in order to enable lower 
income countries to reinforce equitable 
access to Covid-19 vaccines. 

Last year, continuous and torrential 
rainfall caused severe floods in many 
provinces across Cambodia and 
affected a large number of residents.

Once again, I would like to offer 
my sincere condolences to all those 
who lost their lives and to their 
grieving families.

The government of Japan provided 
emergency relief goods, including tents 
and water purifiers, through JICA. 

Besides the work we have already 
done, we will be starting a new 

flood recovery support programme 
in partnership with World Food 
Programme Cambodia. 

To enhance disaster resilience, Japan 
is also assisting Cambodia through 
the Project for Flood Protection and 
Drainage Improvement in the capital 
city of Phnom Penh.

I would like to thank all the 
Japanese and Cambodian workers for 
their continued efforts in implementing 
these projects, despite the difficulties 
posed by Covid-19.

This year marks the 30th 
anniversary of the Paris Peace 
Agreements. I would like to 

congratulate the Royal Government 
and the people of Cambodia for 
achieving peace and development. 

I am proud that Japan has been 
working with Cambodia from the 
beginning of the peace process.

Cambodia was the starting point 
for Japan’s proactive contribution 
to peace and development and, with 
this connection in mind, I would like 
to express my appreciation for the 
active role that Cambodia is playing 
in United Nations Peacekeeping 
operations in recent years. 

I believe that unity among all 
Cambodian people will be the key 
to the Kingdom achieving further 
development. 

Japan will continue to support 
the democratic development of 
Cambodia while respecting the 
principles enshrined in the Paris Peace 
Agreements and the Constitution of 
Cambodia.

Other big events for us include the 
13th Mekong-Japan Summit and the 
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting to be held 
in Japan this year. 

In recent years, regional integration 
has deepened, and peace and 
prosperity in the Mekong region, 
including Cambodia, remains 
extremely important. We wish to 
elevate Japan-Mekong cooperation  
to new heights.

The Olympic and Paralympic 
Games Tokyo 2020 were rescheduled 
to 2021 because of the pandemic. The 
Opening Ceremony for the Olympic 
Games is scheduled to take place on 

July 23 and for the Paralympic Games 
on August 24. 

In order to welcome athletes from 
around the world, and deliver a safe 
and secure games, all possible counter-
measures against Covid-19 will be 
implemented. 

I hope that Japan can host the 
Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics as a 
symbol of victory and of global unity 
in overcoming Covid-19. 

Last but not least, the “Japan-
Cambodia Kizuna Week” will begin 
tomorrow. It is an online version of 
the annual “Japan-Cambodia Kizuna 
Festival”, which is the biggest Japanese 
cultural event in Cambodia. 

From February 18-28, there will be 
many interesting videos and online 
workshops on the Facebook events 
page so that everyone can enjoy 
various aspects of Japanese culture 
from the safety of their homes.

On the occasion of our National 
Day, I wish their Majesties the Emperor 
and Empress of Japan, His Majesty 
King Preah Bat Samdech Preah 
Boromneath Norodom Sihamoni, Her 
Majesty the Queen Mother and the 
peoples of Cambodia and Japan good 
health, happiness and prosperity. 

I also wish for the friendship 
between Japan and Cambodia to 
continue flourishing.   

HE Mikami Masahiro, Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of Japan to the Kingdom of 
Cambodia.

JAPAN is set to provide 
$754,321 to support 
physical education and 
cashew nut growers under 
The Grant Assistance for 
Japanese NGO Projects. 

Two NGOs – Hearts of 
Gold and International 
Volunteers of Yamagata 
– have received $371,479 
and $382,842 respectively 
to promote their grassroots 
projects.

HE Mikami Masahiro – 
Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of 
Japan to Cambodia – and 
the two organisations signed 
an agreement on February 
12 for the implementation 
of the projects.

One of the undertakings 
is a four-year project to 
develop physical educa-

tion courses at Cambodia’s 
National Institute of Physi-
cal Education and Sport in 
Phnom Penh. 

Hearts of Gold will assist 
the institute in developing 
physical education 
courses by improving the 
curriculum and the training 
teachers, as well as by 
installing physical education 
facilities.

Around 65 staff and 
300 trainee teachers at the 
institute are expected to 
benefit from the improved 
learning environment for 
physical education.

The second project 
involves supporting 
smallholder farmers to 
grow organic cashew nuts 
through contract farming in 
Preah Vihear province. 

International Volunteers 
of Yamagata will assist 
local growers to produce 
the organic cashew nuts 
and to also develop 
cooperative marketing to 
increase growers’ income, 
and improve their quality 
of life. 

The Grant Assistance for 
Japanese NGO Projects was 
launched in Cambodia in 
2002 to support activities 
to help the Kingdom’s 
reconstruction and 
development efforts at the 
grassroots level. 

Japan has provided more 
than $42 million for 133 
projects in Cambodia since 
2002, mainly in the fields of 
primary education, health-
care, agriculture and mine 
clearance.  

wednesday, february 17, 2021 // www.phnompenhpost.com/special-reports

The signing ceremony took place on February 12 . Supplied

HE Mikami Masahiro, Ambassador of Japan to the Kingdom of Cambodia.
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Japan has turned to 
online promotions 
to maintain bilateral 
trade momentum 

with Cambodia as commerce 
exchanges slumped due to 
measures to combat the  
Covid-19 pandemic.

Virtual trade fairs and 
the sharing of information 
electronically are just some of 

the enterprising  initiatives taken 
up by the Japan External Trade 
Organization (JETrO), which has 
offices in phnom penh.

With the coronavirus 
outbreak putting the brakes on 
economic and social activities 
across the globe – with 
restrictions on international 
travel, lockdowns and social 
distancing to prevent the spread 

of the virus – trade between 
the two nations has also been 
disrupted.

according to Cambodia’s 
Ministry of Commerce, imports 
declined 33.9 percent while 
exports dropped 15.8 per cent 
in 2020 compared to 2019. In 
total, bilateral trade fell  about 
23 per cent last year compared 
to 2019.

“While we are in a severe  
and uncertain situation, a 
survey by JETrO conducted 
last September shows that 
Cambodia has the fastest 
recovery rates from Covid-19 in 
the asean region.  

“at this moment, we are 
striving to increase trade 
through online promotions,”said 
JETrO’s chief representative for 
phnom penh Marisa Haruta.

To kick-start this year, Jetro 
hosted the “Good Goods Japan 
2021” – an online business-
matching event from February 
3-4 to introduce Japanese 
products such as beauty 
products, kitchen appliances 
and baby products.

“Some 22 Japanese companies 
showcased 80 products during 
the online fair, which linked 
Japanese suppliers with potential 
Cambodian buyers.  

“While JETrO has been 
facilitating this kind of event 
for more than 10 years in other 
countries, this was the first time 
for us to hold one in Cambodia. 

“By having linked Japanese 
suppliers with Cambodian 
buyers and conducted business 
matching online to connect 

Cambodian and Japanese 
businessmen, the event will 
have been of great benefit to the 
business communities in both 
countries. 

“This had the aim of 
increasing trade volume by 
getting high quality products 
into the Cambodian market,” 
Haruta said.

Every year prior to Covid-19, 
JETrO’s phnom penh office has 
cooperated with the Council for 
the Development of Cambodia 
to organise the “Cambodian 
Investment Seminar” in Japan. 

This is to share information 
about the strong investment 
environment and potential 

investment opportunities 
in Cambodia to Japanese 
businesses looking to invest in 
the Kingdom. 

“However, due to Covid-
19, some plans have been 
postponed. We are waiting 
for the new investment law in 
Cambodia to be issued so that 
we will be able to promote 
Cambodia even more. 

“Moreover, JETrO phnom 
penh is still sharing information 
on the Cambodian investment 
climate online for Japanese 
investors to use while 
considering investing and 
growing their business here. 

“With a spirit to work even 

more closely with the Ministry 
of Commerce, the Cambodian 
Chamber of Commerce and 
the Young Entrepreneurs 
association of Cambodia, we 
expect more programmes and 
projects will present themselves 
in the near future. 

“We cannot increase trade 
without strong cooperation 
from our partners. We need to 
work together to further build 
business,” said Haruta. 

JETrO conducted over 15 
online promotions last year 
to promote food, agriculture, 
digitalisation, animation and 
disaster prevention, among 
others. 

Virtual expo promotes bilateral trade 

The launch of the virtual ‘Good Goods Japan 2021’ was held  from February 3 to 4. 

JETR0 plays a key role in sharing information with business communities. 

Some 22 Japanese companies participated in the virtual fair. 
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JBAC pivotal in shaping strong bilateral ties 
 
The Japanese Business Association of Cambodia (JBAC) was established in 1992 with the primary aim of promoting Japanese companies in 
Cambodia, and developing economic activities between the two nations.
 
Made up of 270 Japanese companies, the members of JBAC are mostly involved in the manufacturing, construction, real estate, trade, transport, 
commerce, finance, insurance and services sectors.
 
All its members maintain high standards, and comply with Cambodian social norms and laws, adhering strictly to new regulations and labor laws.  
 
JBAC recognizes that the Cambodia-Japan public-private sector meeting – held in accordance with the Cambodia-Japan Investment Agreement – 
is an important opportunity to discuss about further improving the Kingdom’s investment environment. 
 
Meanwhile, the channel of dialogue with the Cambodian government has expanded in recent years, with greater opportunities existing for 
individual dialogue and discussions with relevant ministries and agencies, while JBAC’s voice has been reflected in policymaking decisions. 
 
While the Covid-19 outbreak impacted Japanese investments in Cambodia – with withdrawals and delays in investment decisions –  thanks to the 
Cambodian government’s persistent efforts, the number of JBAC members has decreased only slightly compared to previous years. 
 
Existing companies are expanding their investments with confidence, which has become a tailwind for Japanese investors currently considering 
new investment opportunities. 
 
JBAC, with the cooperation of the Embassy of Japan in Phnom Penh,   the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), the Japan External Trade 
Organization (JETRO) and other International Organizations, Associations and Chambers, has played a pivotal role in expanding Cambodia’s 
economic growth as a public-private unity. 
 
JBAC continues to contribute to Cambodia’s economic development by working on business developments that meet the social needs of 
Cambodians, with Japanese quality every time. 

HAPPY JAPAN NATIONAL DAY!
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Dependable partner playing key 
role in Kingdom’s development
From building infrastructure 

such as bridges and irrigation 
systems, to providing 
assistance on environmental 

issues and taking a lead in demining 
and training, Japan has played a 
key role in the Kingdom’s recent 
development. 

Such cooperation means that 
“The Land of the rising Sun” is 
considered one of the Kingdom’s most 
dependable partners.

The history of Cambodia-Japan 
relations dates back centuries, 
beginning in 1569 when a Cambodian 
merchant ship docked at Kyushu 
island seeking to engage with Japan, 
according to Pou Sothirak, executive 
director of the Cambodian Institute 
for Cooperation and Peace. 

Looking to explore opportunities in 
the Kingdom, 44 Japanese ships sailed 
to Cambodia between 1604 and 1635. 

Evidence of Japanese contact 
with Cambodia can even be found 
on walls and pillars in Angkor Wat, 
with 14 ink inscriptions by Japanese 
worshippers dating back to 1612, the 
former Cambodian ambassador to 
Japan stated.

In modern times, Japan was one 
of the first countries to recognise 
Cambodia after independence 
from France in 1953, establishing 
diplomatic relations that year.

Since the signing of the Paris 
Peace Agreements in 1991, Japan has 
played a lead role in the rebuilding of 
Cambodia after decades of civil war. 

The Japanese mine Action Servive 
(JmAS) had cleared approximately 
4,100 hectares of minefields, more 
than 20,000 anti-personnel mines, 
650 anti-tank mines and 39,0000 
items of unexploded ordnance (UXo) 
as of last September. 

JmAS had also responded to more 
than 3,7000 requests from people 
to dispose of mines and UXo found 
around the areas they live.

This drive to regenerate the 

Kingdom after years of brutal conflict 
has also extended to infrastructure.

The Chroy Changvar I Bridge in 
Phnom Penh – severely damaged 
in the civil war period, with large 
portions destroyed in 1972 and 1973 
after Khmer rouge forces placed mines 
– was rebuilt with Japanese aid. 

originally built in 1963 with a 
Japanese government grant, the 
971m bridge across the Tonle Sap 

remained uncrossable for more than 
three decades until finally reopening 
in February 1994. It was renamed the 
Cambodian-Japanese Friendship Bridge 
by King Father Norodom Sihanouk.

more recently, the Japanese funded 
the Neak Loeung Bridge from Kandal 
to Prey Veng province, which was 
inaugurated in April 2015. The 2.2km 
cable-stayed bridge across the mekong 
river is the Kingdom’s longest.

Japan also played a key role in 
the development of Sihanoukville 
Autonomous Port, with the Japan 
International Cooperation Agency 
(JICA) assisting in developing the 
Kingdom’s sole international deep-sea 
dock to boost Cambodia’s economic 
and industrial activities.

Its chairman and CEo HE Lou 
Kim Chhun received a 2020 Spring 
Conferment of Decorations from 
the Japanese government for his 
contributions in promoting the 
relationship between Japan and 
Cambodia in the field of port 
development.

Japan is also a leading trade 
partner. Bilateral trade between 
Cambodia and Japan reached $1.9 
billion, in the first 10 months of last 
year – an increase of 0.44 per cent on 
the $1.89 billion in the same period 
in 2019, according the Japan External 
Trade organisation (JETro).

Cambodian exports to Japan were 
worth $1.45 billion, an increase of 7.8 
per cent.

According to the Council for the 
Development of Cambodia, from 
1995 to the first quarter of 2019, the 
Cambodian government approved 

137 projects worth $2.5 billion  
from Japan. 

The majority were in the energy, 
agro-industry, food processing,  
automotive spare parts, hospitality, 
health and retail sectors, and 
the assembling of electronic 
components.

Japanese assistance also extends to 
training, with the Cambodian-Japan 
Cooperation Center (CJCC) developing 
highly skilled and competent human 
resources for the benefit of the 
Kingdom. 

The CJCC says it aims to 
enhance mutual understanding and 
cooperation between Cambodia and 
Japan through three main activities: 
business training, Japanese language 
for career development and the 
Culture and Education Exchange 
Program. 

Japan has proven itself to be 
a reliable partner in Cambodia’s 
development for the past three 
decades – and as Japanese 
Ambassador to Cambodia HE mikami 
masahiro has said in his message for 
this year’s National Day of Japan,  
the friendship will only continue  
to flourish. 

D wednesday, february 17, 2021 | www.phnompenhpost.com

Japan is one of Cambodia’s leading trade partners. HENG CHIVOAN

JMAS has cleared approximately 4,100 hectares of minefields. supplIEd

The CJCC develops highly skilled human resources for the benefit of the Kingdom. pOst stAff

Japan has played a key role in the development of Sihanoukville Autonomous Port. supplIEd
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JMAS adds 
agricultural 
support to 
aid farmers

The Japan Mine Action 
Service in Cambodia (JMAS), 
which has been spearheading 
demining activities in the 

Kingdom for the past two decades 
– clearing unexploded ordnance 
(UXO) including anti-personnel and 
anti-tank mines – is now extending 
further humanitarian assistance.  

“From this year, JMAS will begin 
providing agricultural support 
in addition to its demining and 
infrastructure-building activities 
by providing local farmers with 
improved farming techniques and 
building reservoirs for supplying 
water during the dry season.

“JMAS will continue with its 
many activities turning minefields 
into beautiful green farmland in 
order to bring smiles to people 
in Cambodia,” JMAS resident 
representative Suenaga Noriyoshi 
told The Post.

The organisation continues to 
turn once dangerous minefields 
into fertile farmland to lift up 
the economic conditions of rural 
communities, with land once plagued 
with dreaded explosive remnants 
of war (eWA) in Kampong Thom, 
Battambang and Banteay Meanchey 
provinces transformed with the help 
of Japanese-led demining experts.

JMAS is an international 
non-governmental organisation 
comprising former officers and non-
commissioned officers of the Japan 
Self-Defence Forces. 

It began its mine-clearing 
activities in Cambodia in 2002, 
partnering with the Cambodian Mine 
Action Center (CMAC). This year 
marks the 20th anniversary of its 
demining operations in the Kingdom.

As of September 2020, JMAS 
experts have cleared 4,100 hectares 
of minefields, removing more than 
20,000 anti-personnel mines and 650 
anti-tank mines, as well as 39,000 
units of other UXO, and responded 
to 37,000 requests from residents 
to dispose of mines and eWA found 
around the areas they live. 

“We transfer mine clearance 
techniques to CMAC and provide 
education about the dangers of UXO 
to local people and children. We also 
build roads and schools to support 
local communities.

“We have constructed 11 schools 
and built more than 80km of roads in 
and around former minefields. JMAS 

currently operates two demining 
projects in Banteay Meanchey 
and Kampong Thom provinces, 
while another project involves the 
rebuilding of basic infrastructure in 
Battambang and Banteay Meanchey 
provinces. 

“Twenty-five JMAS staff including 
seven Japanese and around 100 
deminers from CMAC are involved in 
this project.

JMAS deploys various machines 
for demining activities such as 
demining machines, cluster machines 
and brush cutters, which are 
supported by human deminers.

“Our activities are much more 
productive by integrating machine 
power and human deminers,” said 
Suenaga. 

While the organisation currently 
has the capacity to clear some 200 
hectares of mine-affected areas, it  
has set a target this year of demining 
400 hectares, he added.  

“We want to help Cambodia 
remove the mines and other 
unexploded ordnance that remain 
threats to people’s lives and to see 
Cambodians live peacefully free of 
deadly explosive remnants of war,” 
said Suenaga. 

JMAS experts demonstrate to CMAC staff how to neutralise an MK82 bomb in Kampong Thom. supplied A brush cutter machine (top) and an anti-tank mine (above). supplied 

CMAC staff promote awareness of the dangers of UXO among children. supplied  JMAS resident representative Suenaga Noriyoshi. supplied 

JMAS and CMAC experts discuss  demining operations in  Kampong Thom province. supplied 

As well as its vital demining activities, 
the Japan Mine Action service (JMAs) 
in Cambodia is now providing farmers  
with improved farming techniques  
and building systems to supply water.   
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Iraqi Kurdistan rocket attack kills 
foreigner, wounds uS contractors
a 

volley of rockets targeting an airbase in 
Iraq’s Kurdistan region killed a foreign ci-
vilian contractor and wounded five others 
and a uS soldier, the uS-led coalition said.

The attack late on february 15 was the first time 
in nearly two months that Western military or dip-
lomatic installations have been targeted in Iraq, af-
ter a string of similar incidents.

uS top diplomat antony blinken called for an 
investigation and promised to “hold accountable 
those responsible”.

“Several american contractors” appeared to have 
been wounded he added, without giving further 
details.

former uS president Donald Trump had threatened 
that the killing of a uS national in such a rocket attack 
would prompt a mass bombing campaign in Iraq.

Iraqi and Western security sources said at least three 
rockets were fired in the direction of the city’s airport, 
where foreign troops are based as part of an interna-
tional alliance fighting the Islamic State (IS) group.

Coalition spokesman Colonel Wayne Marotto 
confirmed that the dead contractor was not Iraqi, 
but could not give immediate details on the victim’s 
nationality.

Since Iraq declared victory against IS in late 2017, 
the coalition has been reduced to under 3,500 
troops in total, 2,500 of them from the uS.

Most are concentrated at the military complex at 
the erbil airport, a coalition source said.

The attack was claimed by a shadowy group call-
ing itself “awliyaa al-Dam” or “Guardians of blood”. 

around a dozen such groups have cropped up in 
the past year claiming rocket attacks, but uS and 
Iraqi security officials have said they believe them 
to be front groups for prominent pro-Iran factions 
including Kataeb Hezbollah and asaib ahl al-Haq.

Two other rockets hit residential neighbourhoods 
on erbil’s outskirts.

Delovan Jalal, the head of erbil’s health director-
ate, said at least five civilians were wounded and 
one was in critical condition.

The Kurdistan region’s interior ministry confirmed 
“several rockets” had hit the city and said security 
agencies had launched a “detailed investigation”, 
urging civilians to stay home until further notice.

following the attack, security forces deployed 
around the airport and helicopters could be heard 
on the city’s edges, an afP correspondent said.  

Iraqi President barham Saleh tweeted that the at-

tack marked a “dangerous escalation and a criminal 
terrorist act”.

Masrour barzani, prime minister of the autono-
mous Kurdish region, condemned the attack “in the 
strongest terms”.

Two intelligence sources confirmed to afP that 
the attack was carried out from within the autono-
mous Kurdish region.

Western military and diplomatic sites have been tar-
geted by dozens of rockets and roadside bombs since 
late 2019, with both foreign and Iraqi personnel killed.

In December 2019, a uS contractor was killed in a 
rocket attack on a base in Kirkuk province, prompt-
ing the uS to respond with air strikes against Ka-
taeb Hezbollah.

In March 2020, another rocket attack killed two 
uS citizens – a soldier and a contractor – and a brit-
ish soldier.

In october, the uS threatened to close its embas-
sy in baghdad unless the attacks stopped.

The Iraqi government facilitated an indefinite 
truce with hardline groups and the fire had come 
to a near halt.

but there have been violations, the most recent of 
which had been a spray of rockets targeting the uS 
embassy on December 20.

erbil has been targeted very rarely, although Iranian 
forces fired missiles at the same airport in January last 
year, a few days after Washington assassinated key 
general Qasem Soleimani at baghdad airport. AFP

Qatar minister in Iran as Doha 
moves to mediate nuke issue
QaTarI Minister of foreign 
affairs met his Iranian coun-
terpart on february 15, after 
Doha signalled its intention to 
mediate between Tehran and 
Washington over a landmark 
nuclear deal, an afP journalist 
said.

The meeting comes as the 
2015 deal between Iran and 
world powers limiting Tehran’s 
nuclear programme in 
exchange for international 
sanctions relief is hanging by 
a thread.

Doha, a close uS ally, also 
has good relations with 
Tehran.

Qatar’s Sheikh Mohammed 
bin abdulrahman al-Thani 
met in Tehran with Iranian 
Minister of foreign affairs 
Mohammad Javad Zarif.

Iran’s presidency said the 
minister also met with Presi-

dent Hassan rouhani, to 
whom he delivered a message 
from the emir of Qatar, Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani.

former uS president Donald 
Trump withdrew from the 
accord in 2018 and reimposed 
sanctions on Tehran, with Iran 
a year later gradually suspend-
ing its compliance with most 
key nuclear commitments in 
response.

The new administration of 
President Joe biden has 
expressed willingness to return 
to the deal, but insisted that 
Iran first resume full compli-
ance, while Tehran has called 
for the immediate lifting of 
sanctions.

Iran has said it will restrict 
nuclear inspections later this 
month if uS sanctions are not 
lifted, or other key parties to 
the deal do not help Tehran 

bypass them, according to a 
law passed by the conserva-
tive-dominated parliament in 
December.

on february 15, Iran’s 
ambassador to the vienna-
based International atomic 
energy agency (Iaea), Kazem 
Gharibabadi, wrote on Twitter 
that the law “will be executed 
on time”, giving february 23 as 
the date.

“The I a e a has been 
informed today to ensure the 
smooth transit ion to a 
new course in due time,” he 
added.

Contacted by afP for com-
ment, a spokesman for the 
Iaea said the agency’s “Direc-
tor General rafael Mariano 
Grossi will be reporting to the 
board [of Governors], and he 
is also talking to the Iranian 
authorities”. AFP

US top diplomat Antony Blinken called for an investigation into an attack on an airbase in Iraqi Kurdistan that killed a 
foreign civilian contractor and wounded others, promising to ‘hold accountable those responsible’. AFP

Iranian foreign minister Mohammad Javad Zarif (left) and his Qatari counterpart Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman al-Thani, wearing face masks due to the Covid-19 pandemic, pose for a picture during their 
meeting in Tehran. IRANIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY/AFP

uS vP Harris, 
Macron talk 
about climate 
change, virus
frenCH President emmanu-
el Macron spoke with the uS’ 
Kamala Harris on february 15 
to discuss topics including the 
pandemic and climate change, 
in a rare phone call between a 
uS vice-president and a for-
eign leader.

Harris’ office released a 
statement saying she had 
expressed her commitment 
“to revitalising the transatlan-
tic alliance”.

The statement said: “vice-
President Harris and Presi-
dent Macron agreed on the 
need for close bilateral and 
multilateral cooperation to 
address Covid-19, climate 
change and support democ-
racy at home and around the 
world.

“They also discussed numer-
ous regional challenges, 
including those in the Middle 
east and africa, and the need 
to confront them together.

“The vice-president thanked 
President Macron for his lead-
ership on the issue of gender 
equality and for france’s con-
tribution to naSa’s Mars 2020 
Perseverance rover.”

The rover is due on february 
18 to land on Mars in a pio-
neering search for signs of 
ancient microbial life on the 
red Planet.

The french government 
confirmed the phone call and 
its contents as detailed by the 
uS statement.

Macron spoke with uS Pres-
ident Joe biden in a phone call 
on January 24 and reportedly 
suggested that they broker a 
settlement on the long-run-
ning trade dispute between 
aircraft manufacturers boeing 
and airbus.



M
alaysia on Feb-
ruary 15 defended 
a plan to deport 
1,200 Myanmar 

nationals on navy ships sent 
from their homeland just weeks 
after a coup, following criticism 
from the UN.

News emerged last week that 
the migrants would be sent 
home, after the Myanmar mil-
itary seized power and 
detained civilian leader aung 
san suu Kyi at the start of this 
month.

Malaysian immigration chief 
Khairul Dzaimee Daud said the 
detainees, who will be deport-
ed on February 23, are accused 
of offences including not hav-

ing valid travel documents and 
overstaying their visas.

“it is part of our usual pro-
gramme to deport illegal 
immigrants held at detention 
centres,” he said in a state-
ment, adding that Malaysia 
sent home over 37,000 foreign-
ers last year. 

He said no refugees regis-
tered with the UN or members 
of Myanmar’s Rohingya Mus-
lim minority are among those 
being deported.

Rohingya, who are not rec-
ognised as citizens in Myan-
mar, have long suffered perse-
cution in their mostly Buddhist 
homeland and hundreds of 
thousands fled a 2017 military 

crackdown to neighbouring 
Bangladesh.

Malaysia is home to about 
100,000 registered Rohingya 
refugees, as well as members 
of other communities such as 
the Chin and Kachin.

The UN refugee agency said 
earlier they were seeking infor-
mation from authorities about 
the deportations. 

But a spokeswoman added 
that since late in 2019 they had 
been blocked from accessing 
immigration detention cen-
tres, meaning that they could 
not determine who should be 
accorded refugee status.

Vulnerable people, includ-
ing women and children, are 

among those held in the facil-
ities, she said.

The spokeswoman said: “if 
found to be in need of interna-
tional protection, these indi-
viduals should not be deported 
to a situation where their lives 
or freedoms may be at risk.”

Malaysian authorities were 
last year criticised for detain-
ing undocumented migrants 
in a bid to prevent the spread 
of the coronavirus.

Malaysia is home to millions 
of migrants from poorer parts 
of asia who work in low-pay 
jobs such as construction. as 
well as Myanmar, they come 
from countries including Bang-
ladesh and indonesia. AFP
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Thai police chief defends action 
taken against medical volunteer

Malaysia defends plan to 
deport Myanmar nationals

THe chief of the Royal Thai 
Police, Police General suwat 
Jangyodsvisit, on February 14 
visited Police Hospital to boost 
the morale of injured police 
officers following violence dur-
ing a pro-democracy protest in 
front of the City Pillar shrine on 
February 13.

a total of 23 police officers 
were wounded and hospital-
ised, of whom four were dis-
charged from the hospital. 
some had chemical injuries on 
their faces or bruises after 
being struck by a hard object. 
Officers were spared serious 
injuries due to their protective 
equipment.

He said the protesters must 
not cause violence like on Febru-
ary 13 and that if the rally was 
ended as promised, there would 
be no further disturbances, and 
the police do not have to take 
control of the situation.

Reacting to widely shared 
pictures on social media show-
ing a medical volunteer being 
beaten up by police, he insist-
ed that “such a person was a 
contributor to the chaos.

“The officer then had to arrest 
the culprit. if anyone thinks 
that the official has behaved 
inappropriately, they can make 
a complaint”, suwat added.

He said “police will adjust 

their strategy to deal with pro-
tests the next time.

“if anyone commits an 
offence, they would be pros-
ecuted”, he warned.

He reiterated that police had 

never started the violence and 
urged the protesters to under-
stand and talk first so that no 
chaos occurs, and the situation 
could be controlled. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

young CPV member’s 
initiatives help ethnic 
minority community
as a vivacious young person, 
Cao Thi Ngoc Thanh – Com-
munist Party of Vietnam (CPV) 
secretary of Khanh Trung 
commune in south central 
Vietnamese Khanh Hoa prov-
ince’s Khanh Vinh district, has 
spared no efforts in promoting 
local youth-union movements 
and contribute to local socio-
economic development.

since becoming CPV secre-
tary of the commune in De-
cember, Thanh has worked 
with local youth unions and 
relevant agencies to visit ev-
ery household and guide 
people on how to prevent the 
pandemic.

While many young ethnic 
minority people who joined 
the campaign were either too 
timid or unaware of how to 
disseminate information and 
mobilise locals to put Covid-
19 prevention and control 
measures into practice, 
Thanh was willing to work as 
a model for them to follow.

Thanh, 32, from the Raglai 
ethnic minority group, also 
made more than 4,000 cloth 
face masks to present to stu-
dents and people of Khanh 
Vinh district to prevent Covid-
19. Thanks to her initiative, 
a movement to produce face 
masks to present others was 
developed and quickly ex-
panded across the district.

as a student, Thanh ac-
tively participated in many 
activities of her school’s Ho 
Chi Minh Communist youth 
Union (HCMCyU), but rea-
lised that activities for young 
people in this mountainous 
area were limited and failed 
to attract the youth.

Her desire to promote activi-
ties for local youth union was 
developed when she was en-
trusted to work for the district’s 
HCMCyU in 2017. after three 
years, the union outweighed 
many of those in other dis-
tricts to rank the fourth among 
the most excellent unions of 
Khanh Hoa last year.

One of impressive move-
ments initiated by Thanh for 
the local community was to 
exchange recyclable trash for 
gifts. This model has encour-
aged many people in Khanh 
Vinh district to sort waste and 
recycle plastics.

With the hope of uphold-
ing the cultural value of eth-
nic minority people in Khanh 
Vinh district, Thanh has es-
tablished a team performing 

ethnic art programmes high-
lighting cultural characteris-
tics of different ethnic minor-
ity groups in the district with 
the participation of more than 
150 members, including local 
artists, youth and students.

Moving from a member of 
local youth union to a CPV 
member, Thanh has worked 
hard for socio-economic de-
velopment of locals.

“i need to work harder at 
the new position. People are 
considered the root of all is-
sues, so it is necessary to lis-
ten to the voice of people to 
bring the party closer to the 
people,” she said.

she said many ethnic mi-
nority people were highly de-
pendent on state assistance 
and support and were largely 
unmotivated to work hard 
and escape poverty. local au-
thorities will hesitate to grant 
land for them to work.

“However, i think to help 
them escape poverty, i will 
study on how and which kinds 
of plants could be grown on 
the land before granting it to 
them and carefully guide them 
on growing the crops,” she 
said. “We should give them 
the fishing rod, not the fish.”

she said she expected CPV to 
further develop policies to sup-
port ethnic minority people 
and resolutions to help raise 
consciousness among them of 
working hard to escape pov-
erty, and curb their reliance on 
government assistance.

in doing so, she said the 
economy of mountainous ar-
eas could develop sustainably.

Mau Vam Phi, CPV secretary 
of Khanh Vinh district, said 
Thanh is an active young eth-
nic minority member of the 
party and has a strong pas-
sion for her work – initiating 
many practical programmes, 
particularly poverty reduc-
tion projects.

Having served the CPV for 
seven years, Thanh has de-
voted her knowledge and ef-
forts for social activities, be-
coming an example for many 
others to follow.

she has recently received 
certificates of merit from the 
HCMCyU Central Committee 
and the National assembly 
ethnic Committee chairman 
for her contribution for the 
society and for ethnic minor-
ity community in Khanh Vinh 
district. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Cao Thi Ngoc Thanh presents gifts to a poor household in Khanh Trung 
commune. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY

Police General Suwat Jangyodsvisit visit injured crowd control police at police hospital on February 14. THE NATION

Soldiers stand guard as they block a road near a prison in Naypyidaw on Monday after the military seized power in a coup two weeks ago. STR/AFP
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B
ORN into a family of 
political activists, in-
cluding her mother 
the famed women’s 

rights activist Somaly Mam, 
French-Cambodian artist 
Adana Mam Legros has car-
ried on her family’s traditions 
by linking her art exhibitions 
with her political activism. 

Mam Legros has continued 
her Generation C Cambodia 
cultural movement through 
her art, from her Complemen-
tarity exhibition at Rosewood 
Phnom Penh last October to 
her capsule exhibition Origins 
& Becoming at The Lounge 
at Plantation Urban Resort & 
Spa which opened earlier this 
month and runs until April 6.

According to the 24-year-old 
artist, Generation C Cambo-
dia is a socially driven artistic 
movement encouraging new 
ways of thinking while placing 
a greater emphasis on collabo-
ration, compassion and social 
responsibility. Based on the 
French “convivialist” move-
ment, it promotes solidarity 
with others and social change. 

“Generation C Cambodia 
uses art to convey psycho-
social messages. Every event 
I’ve organised has a purpose 
and topics related to psychol-
ogy, society, the environment 
and art. Since the Comple-
mentarity exhibition at Rose-
wood, I’ve been launching 
art events, conferences, and 
charity events,” Mam Legros 
tells The Post.

Origins & Becoming is com-
posed of four abstract geomet-
ric acrylic paintings exploring 
different themes: Empathy and 
Compassion; Femininity and 
Masculinity; Honesty and Vul-
nerability; and Parenthood.

The solo exhibition is also 
meant to help promote the 
work of author Kyle Kao and 
his book Black – an autobiog-
raphy shedding light on men-
tal health issues like PTSD and 
inherited trauma from parents 
who were survivors of genocide 
in the 1970s. 

“Usually I do not collabo-
rate with other artists but in 
this case I am happy to help 
shine a spotlight on Kyle Kao 
and the book he recently 
wrote, Black. My movement 
Generation C Cambodia aims 
to amplify the voices of young 
Cambodians who want to ex-
press themselves or share 
their concerns.”  

Mam Legros says that one 
of the themes of Kao’s Black 
overlaps with the theme of 
one of her favourite art pieces 
and is a subject she often re-
turns to – parenthood. 

Regarding this topic, Mam 
Legros explains that the un-
derlying meaning of the work 
and the inspiration for it was 
that academic or formal edu-
cation only gives children a 
set of tools necessary for their 
future professional lives – but 
segregated from other aspects 
of life – along with a rough 

theoretical or abstract un-
derstanding of the world. She 
feels that this is not enough to 
create a complete individual 
or a functional citizen. 

She says parenthood goes far 
beyond [formal lessons] and 
that it is a transcendental gift of 
lifelong knowledge and experi-
ences which are transferred to 
the offspring consciously and 
unconsciously. 

She believes that it is also a 
transfer of genetic, cultural 
and emotional inheritance 
which is sometimes poisonous 
if no capacity for self-reflec-
tion is transmitted to the child 
along with it, because there is 
a risk that toxic patterns and 
behaviours such as neuroses 
will then be repeated. 

Mam Legros’ view is that 
the Cambodian people have 

suffered many psychologi-
cal traumas over the course 
of their recent history such 
as genocide, wars, famines, 
physical and psychological 
tortures, displacement, a cul-
ture of silence, the lack of a 
proper education and a resul-
tantly poor vocabulary which 
has added up to a lack of abil-
ity to communicate, along 
with the chronic absence of 
parenthood, all of which has 
impacted the minds of many 
Cambodians and in turn im-
pacts their behaviours.

Her theory goes that the 
generation who endured the 
horrific events [of the 1970s] 
have been passing, uncon-
sciously, their traumas to the 
next generation and those 
traumas then affect the ability 
of caregivers to offer children 

the necessary psychological 
elements for the construction 
or development of a healthy 
psyche.

“Parenthood is obviously 
the key factor in preparing 
children for adult lives and 
perspectives,” she says. 

Mam Legros’ goal with Gen-
eration C is to give a platform 
to people who can have a posi-
tive impact on society and she 
finds Kao’s story inspiring and 
relevant to the parenthood 
theme found in her artwork. 

That is why Mam Legros 
took the opportunity to invite 
Kao to join her at her exhibi-
tion’s opening event as a guest 
speaker. 

Kao’s memoir, previously 
reviewed in The Post, is about 
growing up in post-civil war 
era Cambodia and his child-

hood filled with traumas in-
herited from his parents’ and 
grandparents’ generations. 

Black touches on the subject 
of intergenerational traumas 
as well as topics like mental 
illness, addiction, sexuality, 
and personal redemption. 

“I hope it is time for our coun-
try and people to remove the 
social and cultural pressures 
to stay silent on the subject of 
mental health and give space 
for individuals to express their 
psychological needs without 
being treated as though they 
were crazy,” Kao says. 

Mam Legros says: “Cam-
bodian society should evolve 
and be more permissive to 
creative minds and open to 
expressions of resilience as 
a cure [for mental illness] 
because it allows people to 
transcend disability and turn 
it into strength. And I think 
Black might be the first book 
written by a Cambodian au-
thor about the social stigma 
[of mental illness].”

She says the Covid-19 pan-
demic has revealed the weak-
nesses of globalised society and 
civilisation and it is evident that 
today people around the world 
are in need of hope and long-
term solutions.  

“Hope is a key factor for hu-
man beings and I use my art 
in my activism. I strive to pro-
mote a more resilient global 
society and civilisation. There 
is an acute need for truth and 
a need to deeply understand 
our system and redefine our 
values and adapt to new situ-
ations,” she says.

She explains that only citi-
zens who possess clarity of 
mind can truly have an impact 
on the world and help human-
ity understand basic questions 
such as where we are from and 

where are we going.
She says that after enough 

people have had an internal 
transformation at the individ-
ual level, it will become a real-
ity at the collective level and we 
will be able to form a coherent 
society bonded by empathy. 

“I believe that the shift will 
start with an awakening of the 
people at an individual and 
then collective level,” she says.

Mam Legros continues that 
“aware, ethical and responsible 
citizens are the key to solving 
all of our problems. I hope peo-
ple read Kyle [Kao]’s incredible 
story and find out about the 
philosophy behind my artwork 
and when they contemplate 
my paintings they engage in 
introspection about their per-
sonal life experiences.”  

The artist says the themes un-
derlying Origins & Becoming are 
essentially about people begin-
ning to understand themselves. 

“I am exhibiting four artworks 
with specific psycho-social top-
ics. I am passionate about psy-
chology and how our minds 
are structured. [In my artwork] 
I am doing psychoanalysis of 
myself and learning so much 
about the unknown aspects of 
our mind and the power of it,” 
she says. 

Mam Legros says the feed-
back she has received about 
her activism and art has been 
better than she expected. She 
says she has been able to meet 
a lot of people who encouraged 
her and gave her advice. 

She says she founded the Gen-
eration C Movement to initiate 
positive change and hopes to 
have increased social penetra-
tion in the coming year and to 
move forward with it interna-
tionally as well.   

In the near term, Mam Legros 
will be co-organising a big event 
scheduled for March 8 in part-
nership with Women in the City 
and Baramey Productions.  

She says that with her events 
she wants to promote equal-
ity between men and women 
and move past the old version 
of feminism where women are 
inherently viewed as victims 
because she believes that a so-
cial shift to a new perspective is 
needed.  

Mam Legros’ overall message 
to people is that “it is time that 
all of us reconnect. Reconnect 
to reality and disconnect from 
our daily virtual worlds”. 

“We have an important job 
to do – for us and for the next 
generation. We have a duty to 
keep this planet an island of 
paradise in the vast ocean of 
the universe.  

“I want to be part of promot-
ing a new way of living together 
and for that we need to rethink 
the system and come up with 
solutions that are adapted to 
the present situation.”

Mam Legros’ capsule ex-
hibition Origins & Becoming 
is open to the public un-
til April 6 at The Lounge at 
Plantation Urban Resort & 
Spa located at No 28 Street 
184 in Phnom Penh.
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Artist changing minds and world 

Artist and activist Adana Mam Legros. Jeremie montessuis Honesty & Vulnerability, an abstract acrylic painting by Adana Mam Legros. supplied

Parenthood, a painting by Adana Mam Legros. supplied

Kyle Kao, author of Black, a book that sheds light on inherited 
trauma and the stigma of mental illness. supplied
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Virus threatens ‘game over’ for Japan’s arcades
e

Venings are nor-
mally the busiest time 
at Mikado, a retro 
gaming arcade in To-

kyo, but these days the shut-
ters come down early, leaving 
“street fighter” fans out in the 
cold.

bright, noisy arcades are still 
a neighbourhood fixture in 
Japan, but they have been dis-
appearing as business is hit by 
virus-curtailed opening hours.

“This is when the place 
usually starts to fill up,” la-
ments yasushi fukamachi, a 
manager at Mikado, whose 
250 vintage machines attract 
nocturnal students and of-
fice workers who have just 
clocked off.

it is approaching 8pm and 
a few dozen gamers wearing 
face masks are fighting it out 
on joystick classics, eking out 
their final minutes of fun be-
fore being shooed out.

since early January, Tokyo 
and other parts of Japan have 
been under a state of emer-
gency to bring down surging 
virus cases. businesses are 
told to close early, with possi-
ble fines for those that refuse.

but unlike bars and restau-
rants, arcades like Mikado do 
not receive government cash 
as compensation for lost in-
come.

several arcades went bust 
following Japan’s first state of 
emergency last year, which saw 
most of them close completely 
for two months, and those that 
survived are now struggling.

“Customers were slow to 
return,” after the first virus 
emergency, fukamachi told 
afP, but by november the ar-
cade’s takings were back at 90 
percent of normal levels.

by late December, as Covid-
19 cases soared in the capital 
and elsewhere, this dipped to 
around 50 percent.

Customers stayed away de-
spite anti-infection measures, 
from plastic barriers between 
machines to the daily disin-
fection of 100 yen coins for the 
slots, he added.

even before the pandemic, 
“smaller, independent gam-
ing centres were already clos-
ing down at a rapid rate”, said 

Morihiro shigihara, a journal-
ist and author who once man-
aged an arcade.

The number of Japan’s ar-
cades has plunged from 22,000 
in 1989 – around a decade after 
the release of “space invaders” 
– to just 4,000 in 2019, accord-
ing to police, who licence the 
establishments.

and since late last year, a 
number of well-known ar-
cades in Tokyo have shut up 
shop for good, including in 
the entertainment districts of 
akihabara and shinjuku.

“The fact that even big ar-
cades are going out of busi-
ness one after the other shows 
the situation’s severity,” said 
shigihara.

gaming giant sega in no-
vember sold off 85 percent of 
its arcade business, although 
its logo still adorns game cen-
tres nationwide that are now 
run by another company.

With consumers likely to 
own a console, and facing 
competition from mobile 
games, arcades have had to 
adapt to survive.

More than half of a typical 
arcade’s takings are now from 
profitable claw-crane toy 
machines, according to the 
Japan amusement industry 
association.

Video games only accounted 
for 13 per cent of arcade sales 
in 2017, down from a third in 
1993, it says.

although they have become 
a rarity in many other coun-
tries, arcades have held a place 
in urban Japan as an alterna-
tive to small living spaces and 
a meeting point for dedicated 
gaming communities.

“One of the pleasures of com-
ing to an arcade is to be able 
to strike up a conversation, to 
know what state of mind others 
are playing in,” Mikado regular 
atsushi nakanishi, 43, said.

Hiroshi suzuki, 28, said that 
since the arcade he used to 
frequent closed, he has lost 
contact with people he used 
to know there.

“it’s sad. a friendly and so-
cial place has disappeared,” 
suzuki said.

Mikado manager fukumachi 
jokes that his arcade will sur-

vive – “a bit like a cockroach”.
He is planning a new crowd-

funding campaign to stay 
afloat, having raised around 
$350,000 through his first last 
spring.

“The government is doing 
nothing to help us out of this 
hopeless situation,” fukama-
chi said.

but closing would betray 
loyal customers who showed 
their “love” for the business 
with donations, he added.

fukamachi is also thinking 
up post-pandemic survival 
strategies, because he believes 
the shift to telework and stay-
ing home will last.

every evening, Mikado goes 
live to 80,000 youTube follow-
ers, streaming video-game 
matches as a way to reach 
gamers stuck at home and 
earn advertising money.

Other arcades, “that keep 
on with business as usual, will 
suffer”, he warned. AFP

Pet pooches play more when humans are watching
PeT dogs are far more likely to play 
with one another when their owner is 
present and being attentive, accord-
ing to a new study, raising the intrigu-

ing possibility that they are putting on 
a show for our benefit.

That our canine companions are 
keenly attuned to the level of interest 

humans are showing them is well 
established, Lindsay Mehrkam, an 
animal behaviorist and lead author of 
the paper that appeared in animal 
Cognition, said on february 16.

“but we weren’t aware of any 
research that has really shown the 
effect of a human audience impacting 
species typical behavior, in this case 
dog-dog play.”

Mehrkam, an assistant professor of 
psychology at Monmouth university, 
oversaw an experiment involving 10 
pairs of pet dogs that had lived togeth-
er for at least six months.

The duos ordinarily engaged in play 
at least once a day, according to their 
owners.

The researchers videotaped the dog 
pairs under three conditions: where 
the owner was absent, where the 
owner was present but ignoring them, 
and where the owner was present and 
showering them with attention in the 
form of verbal praise and petting.

To ensure the experiment was 

robust, they ran each of the conditions 
three times over the course of several 
days.

“We found overall that the availabil-
ity of owner attention did in fact facil-
itate play,” said Mehrkam, with human 
attention increasing both the frequen-
cy and intensity of behaviors like bow-
ing, hip nudges, wrestling, chasing, 
gentle bites and so on.

“it’s really quite striking that dogs 
who have the chance to play with each 
other whenever they want to, none-
theless are much more likely to get up 
off their butts and start playing when 
a person is just paying attention to 
them,” said co-author Clive Wynne of 
arizona state university.

Seeking attention like children?
The researchers offered several 

ideas for what might be driving the 
effect.

One possibility is that an owner’s 
attention might be a reward the dogs 
are seeking, like young children plead-

ing with their parents to watch them 
as they show off what they can do.

The dogs might have also learned 
that playing among themselves leads 
to bigger prizes, such as the owner 
joining in the fun, or taking them 
outside.

Or, their owner might provide the 
dogs a sense of safety, because 
although animals use play to strength-
en bonds, it can sometimes turn tense 
and lead to aggression. Having a per-
son around is insurance against a 
fight.

Their human’s presence could also 
be a trigger that enriches the general 
environment, perhaps causing a rush 
of the love hormone oxytocin, which 
leads to a more positive emotional 
state that in turn manifests as play.

“it’s one of those types of studies 
that leads to a lot more questions 
than answers,” said Mehrkam, add-
ing she was working on untangling 
the various threads in ongoing exper-
iments. AFP

Bright, noisy game centres are still a neighbourhood fixture in Japan, but have been disappearing as business is hit by virus-curtailed opening 
hours. AFP

Yasushi Fukamachi, a manager at the Mikado game centre, poses in front of arcade game machines. AFP

Dogs play together at the Champs-de-Mars in Paris during the first ‘dogdating’ ever 
set in France. Pet dogs are far more likely to play with one another when their owner 
is present, according to a new study. AFP



19THE PHNOM PENH POST  february  17, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Grandparent, frequently
  6 Declares
 10 Cry of relief
 14 Latin eyes
 15 Lotion ingredient
 16 Jeans name
 17 Highly pleasing
 19 Land of blarney
 20 Pump purchase
 21 Georgetown athlete
 22 Practical, as a plan
 24 Performer
 26 Harmless cysts
 27 Sizzling
 28 Small trash receptacle
 32 Wreckage on the sea bed
 35 Greek alphabet letter
 36 Take to a soapbox
 37 Old-fashioned pitcher
 38 Welcome words
 39 Scat queen Fitzgerald
 40 Heats a bit
 42 Toward the stern
 43 Witch’s incantation
 44 Indigo or henna
 46 Thou squared

 47 Handle difficulties
 48 Line for hoisting a sail
 52 Uncle Sam feature
 55 Long hauler
 56 Be a contestant
 57 Nondairy topping
 58 Chemistry between two people
 61 Cubist Joan
 62 Boxing victory
 63 Hops-drying kilns
 64 Record store category
 65 Biblical paradise
 66 Hangman’s necessity
DOWN
  1 Durango maker
  2 Humpback habitat
  3 Second-largest city in Oklahoma
  4 Whitney the inventor
  5 “You said it!” (in ’60s slang)
  6 Mythical reveler
  7 Communications “A”
  8 Who 52-Across wants
  9 Individual beings
 10 Offerer’s request
 11 Marjoram or mint
 12 It’s not a good thing
 13 Bouquet source

 18 Owl sound
 23 Division word
 25 Place to learn some manners
 26 Place for a sash
 28 Hint of a fragrance
 29 Hay block
 30 “___ do” (faint praise)
 31 “Hud” co-star Patricia
 32 Like a dirty old man
 33 On vacation
 34 Richard of “Runaway Bride”
 35 Rub the wrong way?
 41 Promenade for Plato
 43 Microchip material
 45 Slow on the ___ (not smart)
 46 Bear in a fairy tale
 48 Bird with an S-shaped neck
 49 Mail boat
 50 Mob doings
 51 Like Archie’s pal Moose
 52 Male turkeys
 53 Literary collection
 54 Lima locale
 55 Eyelid inflammation
 59 Wee bit
 60 Lao-Tzu’s creative force

“WOO WOO!” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution
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Norway moves mountains 
to bring skiing to the people

N
orwegiaNs, the 
saying goes, are 
born with skis on 
their feet. but with 

a lack of snow and the pan-
demic this year leaving many 
in despair, authorities are 
bringing snow and ski trails 
to downtown oslo.

for the past few weeks, big 
trucks have been dumping 
hundreds of cubic metres of 
fluffy white stuff, made by 
snow cannons perched on 
the hills outside the capital, 
in the city’s still-green parks.

Packed down or groomed 
with cross-country trails, the 
parks have transformed into 
winter wonderlands for ski-
ing enthusiasts of all ages: 
little children on excursions 
with their daycare groups, ac-
tive seniors, and office work-
ers taking a break from their 
work-from-home schedule.

“for three months, we’ve 
had very strict corona restric-
tions in oslo, but we can still 
go outside,” city councillor 
omar samy gamal says, as a 
grooming machine behind 
him prepares a snowboarding 
hill in the Torshovdalen park.

“since we haven’t had a lot of 
snow this winter, we’re doing 
what we can to bring it to the 
people. we’re bringing them a 
little bit of ‘marka’,” he says.

What’s marka?
The word refers to the 

wooded hills outside oslo, 
popular among urban dwell-
ers for long walks, or more 
frequently, skiing after work 
or at the weekend.

The first snowfall of the sea-
son in early January caused 
long traffic queues, and, more 
worryingly during the pan-
demic, crowded commuter 
trains.

“we don’t want people 
packed together. we want 
them to keep their distance 
from each other, and the best 
way to ensure that is to make 
use of local public spaces,” 
gamal says.

four oslo parks – including 
that belonging to the royal 
palace – have already been or 
will be partially covered in ar-
tificial snow to quench locals’ 
thirst for sledding and skiing.

“it’s extremely important to 

keep people active without 
everyone having to take the 
same train to leave town,” 
says Miriam Heen skotland, a 
psychologist out cross-coun-
try skiing in the Voldslokka 
park on her lunch break.

White Christmas?
before working her night 

shift as a nurse, Karen 
Margrethe igland has also 
strapped on her cross-coun-
try skis, just 10 minutes from 
her home.

“i try to limit how much i 
use public transport. if i want 
to go to the ‘marka’, i have to 
take the train. so it’s better to 
be able to come here on foot,” 
she says.

Climate change has made 
winters in Norway shorter.

according to the Norwegian 
Meteorological institute, oslo 
has over the past 30 years lost 
21 winter days, defined as 
days where the temperature 
dips below 0 degrees Celsius.

The city could lose another 
26 winter days by 2050, the 
institute has warned.

“when i was young, it wasn’t 
hard to predict the weather 

in winter: it was often cold 
and there was usually a lot of 
snow,” Norway’s education 
Minister guri Melby said in 
January when new climate 
measures were presented.

“but for Christmas this year 
i wasn’t sure whether i should 
buy my kids a sled, because the 
winters nowadays are much 
milder with a lot fewer snow-
men and ski days,” she said.

and in an almost sacrilegious 
move, Norway opened its first 
indoor ski centre in early 2020. 
it is however currently closed 
to the general public because 
of virus restrictions.

with oslo fighting its bat-
tle against the thermom-
eter, is it really reasonable to 
transport tonnes of snow by 
truck?

The vehicles run on biod-
iesel, with hydrotreated veg-
etable oil, the city notes.

“using these carbon-neu-
tral trucks to bring snow to 
the people so that they won’t 
use their own car to drive to 
the ‘marka’, i think it’s a pretty 
beneficial equation for the 
climate,” says driver Tom 
Kjetil Tangen. AFP

Night shift nurse Karen Margrethe Igland takes advantage of a sunny 
day to go cross-country skiing in the Voldslokka park in Oslo, Norway. 
AFP

Ski trails made of artificial snow in the Voldslokka park in Oslo, Norway. Norwegians, the saying goes, are 
born with skis on their feet. AFP



Davis facing 
injury layoff 
despite MRI 
scan boost

Los Angeles Lakers star 
Anthony Davis faces a 
lengthy injury layoff despite 

a scan revealing he had not suf-
fered a ruptured Achilles tendon, 
EsPN reported on February 15.

EsPN said the Us basketball 
dynamo was unlikely to return to ac-
tion before the NBA’s All-star break, 
due to take place from March 5-10.

Concern mounted for the 27-
year-old’s fitness after he limped 
out of February 14’s defeat to the 
Denver Nuggets with a recur-
rence of his Achilles problem.

Davis missed two games 
against the oklahoma City Thun-
der last week with tendonosis in 
his right Achilles before returning 
to face Memphis on February 12.

A statement from the Lakers 
said Davis had undergone an 
MRI scan on February 15 that 
revealed no sign of a ruptured 
right Achilles tendon.

“Davis will miss tomorrow’s 
game vs Minnesota, and will 
be further evaluated by team 
doctors upon his return to Los 
Angeles,” the Lakers said.

The team did not give a likely ti-
metable for his return, but EsPN 
suggested he faced “two to three 
weeks” on the sidelines.

Any long-term injury to Davis 
would deal a hammer blow to the 
Lakers’ hopes of defending their 
NBA crown.

Davis, who joined the Lakers in 
2019, played a pivotal role in the 
team’s march to the franchise’s 
17th NBA championship.

so far this season, Davis has 
averaged 22.5 points per game in 
23 appearances. AFP

Sport
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Three Premier League talking points
M

a n c h e s T e r 
city are relent-
lessly marching 
towards a third 

Premier League title in four 
seasons as their gap at the top 
of the table stretched to seven 
points with a game in hand 
over the weekend.

Pep Guardiola’s men ex-
tended their english top-flight 
record of 16 consecutive wins 
by easing past Tottenham 
hotspur 3-0, while Man-
chester united and Liverpool 
stumbled once more.

Leicester moved level on 
points with united in second 
by inflicting Liverpool’s third 
consecutive defeat with a 
three-goal blitz in six minutes 
to win 3-1 at the King Power 
stadium.

united’s form is not much 
better with just one win in 
their last five to let hopes of a 
first league title in eight years 
slip away.

Champions elect?
city were floundering in the 

bottom half of the table when 
they last suffered defeat, 23 
games ago against Tottenham. 
In the three months since, the 
league leaders have picked up 
41 points to spurs’ 16.

That stat illustrates the con-
sistency city have found in 
a season when all the other 
contenders have had their 
struggles.

after a run of just two wins 
in 10 games, Liverpool are lan-
guishing in sixth place – two 
points adrift of the top four – 
following wins for chelsea and 
West ham on february 15.

even if city’s standards do 

slip in the coming months as 
they turn their attention to-
wards trying to win a first ever 
champions League, there is 
no indication any of the chas-
ing pack are capable of putting 
the run together needed to put 
them under any pressure.

“We won’t let them run away 
with it – we’re playing them 
soon. We’re not giving it away 
early,” insisted united boss 
Ole Gunnar solskjaer.

but only last weekend he 
conceded his side are not title 
contenders and it showed as 

they were held 1-1 on febru-
ary 14 by a West brom side that 
had conceded 24 goals in their 
previous six home games.

Contrasting fortunes
The story of city and Liv-

erpool’s contrasting fortunes 
is summed up in the form of 
their goalkeepers at the mo-
ment.

brazilian internationals alis-
son becker and ederson are 
used to glowing reviews for 
their exploits since arriving in 
england.

alisson had cemented his 
place as brazil’s first choice 
stopper thanks to his role in 
Liverpool’s success over the 
previous two seasons, but that 
spot might be in jeopardy after 
his latest disastrous error pro-
vided a stark contrast to eder-
son’s continued excellence.

having already made two 
costly howlers in Liverpool’s 
4-1 thrashing against city last 
weekend, alisson was at it 
again with a calamitous error 
to turn february 13’s clash in 
Leicester’s favour.

With the game level at 1-1, 
alisson needlessly rushed off 
his line, collided with Liver-
pool debutant Ozan Kabak 
and miscued his clearance to 
Jamie Vardy, who slotted into 
the empty net.

Just hours later the flaw-
less ederson rubbed salt into 
his wounds by keeping his 
14th clean sheet in his last 16 
games and providing a superb 
assist for Ilkay Gundogan.

ederson’s long pass was per-
fectly placed for Gundogan 
to score his second and city’s 
third of the game and the ac-
curacy prompted Pep Guar-
diola to suggest his keeper 
could yet become city’s pen-
alty taker.

Southampton on the slide
The high of beating champi-

ons Liverpool in January must 
seem like a distant memory 
for southampton, who have 
slumped so badly that feb-
ruary 14’s 2-1 loss against 
Wolves made unwanted his-
tory for ralph hasenhuttl’s 
team.

after beating Jurgen Klopp’s 
side and knocking arsenal out 
of the fa cup, southampton 
were hailed as a team on the 
rise with european qualifica-
tion on the agenda.

Instead, they have lost a club 
record six successive league 
games since then and sit well 
adrift of any continental aspi-
rations in 13th place.

a 9-0 humiliation at Man-
chester united seems to have 
shattered southampton’s mo-
rale and there is no revival in 
sight after their latest defeat 
against Wolves. AFP

farrell calls on Ireland backs to show their ‘X-factor’
IreLand coach andy farrell has 
urged his backs to show the ‘X-factor’ 
quality he believes they possess dur-
ing the remainder of a 2021 six nations 
championship that has started so 
badly for his side.

even with a lion’s share of posses-

sion, Ireland have struggled to make 
inroads into opposing defences dur-
ing recent defeats by Wales and 
france.

Ireland, partly as a result of that 
blunt cutting edge, now head to Italy 
in a fortnight having lost the opening 

two matches of a six nations cam-
paign for the first time in their histo-
ry. 

by contrast, the attacking play of 
france scrum-half antoine dupont 
and Wales wing Louis rees-Zammit 
has been central to their teams mak-
ing an unbeaten start to this edition.

dupont was at the heart of france’s 
15-13 victory over Ireland in dublin 
on february 14 and rees-Zammit was 
named man-of-the-match for his two-
try performance as Wales beat 14-man 
scotland 25-24.

Ireland finished a modest third in 
last year’s six nations but ended that 
championship as joint-top try-scorers 
with 17.

but two games in 2021 have yielded 
just two tries in total, both scored by 
forwards.

“It is something I keep talking to 
them about,” farrell told Irish media 
after the france match.

“It is something that rose up at half-
time, certainly to the backs, that 
sometimes for all your best-laid plans 
it can be about somebody grabbing 
hold of the game and making some-
thing happen,” the former dual code 
international added.

The englishman, however, is confi-
dent Ireland do have men capable of 
equalling the likes of dupont and 

rees-Zammit when it comes to pro-
ducing ‘X-factor’ moments of match-
turning brilliance.

“have we got those players? I think 
we have,” he said.

“you see Garry ringrose cutting 
through time and time again, you see 
hugo [Keenan] is making good strides 
there, we know what Keith earls has 
certainly done in the past for Ire-
land.

“robbie [henshaw] is in sensational 
form and you have Jordan [Larmour] 
who is able to break any defence 
down.

“so yeah, I think we have.”

‘Upward curve’
farrell’s results in his first year in 

charge had been judged “acceptable” 
by the Irish rugby football union.

although the 44-year-old can point 
to extenuating circumstances for both 
defeats this season, nothing less than 
a convincing victory over perennial 
strugglers Italy will help ease the 
mounting pressure.

Tough matches follow, with a trip 
away to scotland before Ireland com-
plete their campaign at home to eng-
land.

While Ireland’s title hopes have all 
but evaporated, farrell wants them to 
finish with a flourish.

“Three victories and that’s what we 
expect of ourselves,” he said. 

“We’ll have to show our character 
now. It is full steam ahead for Italy as 
they are the first up.”

farrell said Ireland were making 
progress but that poor finishing meant 
the improvement had yet to be reflect-
ed in their results.

“I think more of our game is coming 
together,” he insisted.

“It was quite pleasing in the first half 
our set-piece, and I think our break-
down has come along a hell of a lot as 
well.”

farrell said he was not sure if france 
had moved ahead of them after sev-
eral years when Ireland could claim to 
be the stronger side.

february 14’s result meant the 
french had beaten the Irish in succes-
sive six nations for the first time since 
2010-2011 and farrell reckoned his 
side could learn from Les bleus when 
it came to closing out a match.

“They [france] are on the upward 
curve aren’t they regarding their per-
formances and they are gaining a bit 
of confidence,” he said.

“They are learning how to grind 
games out . . . They came out on the 
right side [against Ireland] and obvi-
ously that’s something we need to 
address.” AFP

Manchester City’s Brazilian goalkeeper Ederson (right) and Spanish midfielder Rodrigo (centre) celebrate after 
its German midfielder Ilkay Gundogan (not pictured) scored the team’s third goal during their English Premier 
League football match against Tottenham Hotspur on Saturday. POOL/AFP

Ireland’s full-back Hugo Keenan (centre) is tackled by France’s centre Arthur Vincent (left) 
and France’s wing Damian Penaud during the Six Nations international rugby union 
match between Ireland and France at the Aviva Stadium in Dublin on Saturday. POOL/AFP
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