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Thou Vireak

US-LISTED international 
mixed-carrier FedEx Corp 
plans to launch air freight serv-
ices to Cambodia by mid-2021, 
according to State Secretariat 
of Civil Aviation (SSCA) spokes-
man Sin Chansereyvutha.

The plan was unveiled at a 
meeting between Minister in 
charge of the State Secretariat 

of Civil Aviation (SSCA) Mao 
Havannall and US ambassa-
dor to Cambodia Patrick Mur-
phy on February 11.

Chansereyvutha told The Post 
that the purpose of the meeting 
was to seek “special and urgent 
support” from SSCA and allow 
FedEx to fly and transport goods 
in and out of the Kingdom as 
soon as possible – with June 
posited as a target date.

“The process to meet the 
requirements of a formal permit 
for air cargo flights in and out of 
Cambodia is quite time-con-
suming,” he pointed out, noting 
that FedEx applied to SSCA for 
a landing flight permit for char-
ter or non-scheduled flights.

“We’ve reviewed FedEx and 
support their petition for flights 
to Cambodia, but the company 
is missing some of the docu-

ments. Once they’ve filled eve-
rything out, we’ll work with them 
and smoothen their progress,” 
Chansereyvutha added.

Logistics Business Associa-
tion (LOBA) president Chea 
Chandara told The Post on 
February 14 that FedEx’s entry 
into the Cambodian air trans-
port market would trim air 
freight costs and alleviate the 
current shortage of cargo 

flights stemming from global 
Covid-19 restrictions.

“The company in question 
exclusively provides freight serv-
ices and comes as we face a 
reduced offering of flights. I’d say 
this is some fine news and will 
provide an opportunity for the 
company at the outset if they 
can muster a freight service

Egypt finds 
‘oldest beer 
brewery’: 
gov’t official

FedEx set for mid-2021 debut in Kingdom

A HIGH-PrODUCTIOn brew-
ery believed to be more than 
5,000 years old has been 
uncovered by a team of archae-
ologists at a funerary site in 
southern Egypt, the tourism 
ministry said on February 13.

The site containing several 
“units” consisting of about 40 
earthenware pots arranged in 
two rows was uncovered at 
north Abydos, Sohag, by a 
joint Egyptian-US team, the 
ministry said in a statement on 
its Facebook page.

The brewery likely dates 
back to the era of King narm-
er, it quoted the secretary 
general of Egypt’s Supreme 
Council of Antiquities, Mosta-
fa Waziry, as saying, adding it 
believed the find to “be the 
oldest high-production brew-
ery in the world.”

narmer, who ruled more 
than 5,000 years ago, founded 
the First Dynasty and unified 
Upper and Lower Egypt.

British archaeologists first 
discovered the existence of the 
brewery at the beginning of 
the 20th century but its loca-
tion was never precisely deter-
mined, the statement said.

The joint Egyptian-Ameri-
can team “was able to re-lo-
cate and uncover its con-
tents”, it said.

According to Waziry, the 
brewery consisted of eight 
large areas which were used as 
“units for beer production”.

Each sector contained about 
40 earthenware pots arranged 
in two rows.

A mixture of grains and water 
used for beer production was 
heated in the vats, with each 
basin “held in place by levers 
made of clay placed vertically

remains unearthed

Mom Kunthear

P
rIME Minister Hun 
Sen has approved the 
emergency use of two 
more Covid-19 vac-

cines – China’s Sinovac and 
England’s AstraZeneca – though 
no timetable has been estab-
lished for their procurement.

In a press release on Febru-
ary 12 announcing the prime 

minister’s decision, Minister 
of Health Mam Bun Heng, 
who is also chairman of the 
Inter-ministerial Commit-
tee to Combat Covid-19, de-
scribed the vaccines as hav-
ing been used safely in China, 
England and other countries.

“These two vaccines are 
approved for use according 
to the protocols of the gov-
ernment’s Covid-19 vaccina-

tion strategies from the day 
of signing,” Bun Heng said.

Ministry spokeswoman Or 
Vandine said on February 14 
that a schedule had not yet 
been determined for deliv-
ery of the vaccines, but the 
ministry will announce their 
procurement when shipping 
has been arranged.

She noted that distribution 
of China’s Sinopharm vaccine 

began on February 10, and 
in the first three days of the 
campaign, 1,492 people, in-
cluding 493 women, had got-
ten their first dose. Another 
455 people had sought to be 
vaccinated but were turned 
down by attending physi-
cians for health reasons.

Separately, February 13 marked

PM okays two more Covid 
vaccines for emergency use

minister of Interior sar Kheng visits the site of a warship that was sunk in the mekong river at meanchey commune’s Veal village 
in Kampong Cham province’s srei santhor district during Cambodia’s civil war in the 1970s. SAR KHENG VIA FACEBOOK
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Niem Chheng

THe Permanent Mission of the 
Kingdom of Cambodia to the 
uN Office in Geneva has sub-
mitted a report titled Cambodia 
Human Rights Situation II that 
details wide-ranging aspects of 
human rights from challenges 
to progress in the country.

The 15-page document was 
submitted to the uN on febru-
ary 9 for the 46th Session of the 
Human rights Council that is 
set to take place from february 
22 to March 23 of this year. 

according to a statement 
from the permanent mission, 
the document is intended to 
be a well-informed and fair 
picture of Cambodia’s human 
rights situation that will provide 
assurances to the international 
community that the govern-
ment remains resolute in pur-
suit of its obligations and in its 
commitment to the steward-
ship of the welfare and human 
rights of Cambodian citizens.

“The united Nations Sec-
retary-General antonio Gu-
terres has emphasised repeat-
edly that we cannot pick and 
choose which of the human 
rights should be supported. 
regrettably, assessments of 
the situation of human rights 
in Cambodia [by uN rights 
officials] often deviate from 
the Secretary-General’s ap-
proach and are carried out in 
a selective, speculative and 
incomplete fashion,” the per-
manent mission stated.

regarding cooperation 
with the uN’s human rights 
mechanisms, the permanent 
mission states that Cambodia 
has accepted six human rights 
Special rapporteurs since 
1993 and that the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Hu-
man rights (OHCHr) has en-
joyed productive cooperation 
with Cambodia as their office 
here has become the longest 
tenured uN office currently 
established in the world.

Cambodia also welcomes 
visits from thematic rappor-
teurs, with Victor Madrigal-
borloz – the independent 
expert on protection against 
violence and discrimination 
based on sexual orientation 
and gender identity – arriving 
in Cambodia later this year.

The Kingdom is currently 
drafting a law to form an inde-
pendent national human rights 
institution. The draft law, which 
has seven chapters and 27 arti-
cles, is currently being prepared 
by the Cambodian Human 
rights Committee (CHrC). It 
has been shared with relevant 
uN bodies, foreign embassies 
and civil society organisations 
for their input.

The permanent mission 
notes that Cambodia has “vi-
brant media freedom” with 
nearly 2,000 traditional and 
digital media outlets operat-
ing without censorship, in-
cluding foreign government-
funded radio channels.

However, the permanent 
mission also stipulates that 
“freedom of expression must 
not be extended to allow the 
freedom to spread fake news, 
to defame others, to incite ha-
tred and violence or to inflame 
an uprising against a legitimate 

government”, citing the example 
of former opposition leader Sam 
rainsy, who allegedly insulted 
the King, defamed Cambo-
dia’s political leadership and 
attempted to incite a military 
coup to overthrow the legiti-
mate government.

The permanent mission 
reports that Cambodia’s civic 
space was not shrinking de-
spite what has been reported 
by others. The Kingdom is 
home to 5,734 registered civil 
society organisations (CSOs) 
that play a role in the better-
ment of good governance; so-
cial accountability; the judi-
cial system; protection of the 
environment; human rights; 
and economic development. 

The mission also noted that 
the Law on associations and 
NGOs (Lango) promulgated 
in august 2015 was not undu-
ly restrictive given that more 
than 1,000 NGOs have been 
registered since then. The 
Kingdom also has 5,484 regis-
tered trade unions operating 
as of December 2020.

“Cambodia is the only coun-
try in the region that raised its 
minimum wage at the height 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. This 
pay raise was unanimously ad-
opted by the National Council 
for Minimum Wages, which is 
the nation’s tripartite mecha-
nism for setting the minimum 
wage,” the statement said.

Chak Sopheap, executive 
director of the Cambodian 
Centre for Human rights, said   
the human rights situation 
in Cambodia in 2020 was not 
good because too many young 
human rights defenders and 
environmental activists had 
been arrested and charged. 

“In 2021, the situation may 
not improve. We see that the 
government is still arrest-
ing activists who are trying 
to protect the public inter-
est, like the recent arrest of 
environmental activists. This 
challenging outlook will re-
main as long as the govern-
ment doesn’t see CSOs as their 
partners,” Sopheap said. 

Chin Malin, vice-president of 
the CHrC, said the overall hu-
man rights situation in Cam-
bodia was positive, especially 
considering the government’s 
effective response to Covid-19 
and the country’s strong mac-
roeconomic indicators. 

He feels the main area of 
disagreement arises when it 
comes to questions of enforc-
ing the law when it is broken 
by political activists. 

“for the government, en-
forcing the laws against these 
activists is not about oppres-
sion. It is legal action to ensure 
the nation’s security, maintain 
public order and uphold the 
rule of law. The authorities 
have a strong legal basis for 
their conclusions that those 
[activists] have violated laws.

“for those who live abroad, 
they don’t care whether the 
authorities here enforce the 
law. What they care about is 
when the authorities enforce 
the law as it applies to the 
activities of the groups they 
support. Then they criticise 
the government and equate 
enforcing the law with politi-
cal oppression,” Malin said.

Government’s rights 
report to uN highlights 
challeges and progress 

Kingdom marks radio Day
Mom Kunthear

O
N THe occasion of 
World radio Day 
2021, Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen said 

the work being done by re-
porters in all of Cambodia’s 
radio stations was a very im-
portant contribution to Cam-
bodia’s sustainable national 
development.  

World radio Day is cele-
brated annually on february 
13. This year marks the 110th 
anniversary of the invention 
of the radio and also the 75th 
anniversary of uN radio, 
which was founded in 1946. 

This year, the government 
celebrates World radio Day 
under the theme “Innova-
tions in radio and the evolu-
tion of the World”.

“radio broadcasters, as 
well as all media outlets, have 
joined the fight against fake 
news created by opportun-
ists who are trying to provoke 
social unrest and disrupt the 
peaceful revival of the Cambo-
dian people,” Hun Sen said.

He emphasised that report-
ers made very important con-
tributions towards the im-
provement of democracy and 
ensuring respect for human 
rights; keeping the peace; 
maintaining political stabil-
ity; promoting sustainable 
national development and 
safeguarding the peaceful re-
newal of the nation. 

He also noted that report-
ers were currently helping to 

provide information to people 
to help protect them from the 
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. 
He requested that all national 
and international reporters 
around the world further in-
crease their cooperative efforts 
in fighting Covid-19 globally.

The prime minister also 
called on the reporters at ra-
dio stations as well as all other 
national and international 
journalists to strictly adhere to 
the code of ethics in the per-
formance of all of their duties. 

To do so, he said they must 
avoid the dissemination of fake 
news and only use clear and 
reliably sourced information.

Hun Sen affirmed that radio, 

a powerful communication tool 
for more than a century, still 
stood as a strong competitor 
to other forms of media even 
in the context of the fourth In-
dustrial revolution, or Industry 
4.0, and the advances made in 
digital media technology.

uNeSCO in Cambodia also 
participated in the celebra-
tion of World radio Day on 
february 13 with the theme 
“New World, New radio”.

Lie Syna, a reporter for the 
bayon radio station, told The 
Post on february 14 that he 
had worked for the radio sta-
tion for about eight years and 
still thought the radio was 
important to Cambodians 

because it had a far reach and 
was relatively easy to access 
in all parts of the country.

“Listening to the radio is 
convenient and it saves time. 
Like when they are work-
ing, they can also listen to it. 
Though technology may be 
advancing, there is a lot of fake 
news on social media. but ra-
dio remains a good source that 
they can get verified informa-
tion from,” Syna said.

He added that though radio 
is an older technology and a 
traditional form of media, it 
should not be abandoned de-
spite there being many other 
media sources competing with 
radio for people’s attention.

Lie Syna (left), a reporter for the Bayon radio station, during a call-in show. Supplied

Tuk-tuk driver shoots three in traffic dispute
Orm Bunthoeurn

PHNOM PeNH police are 
searching for a tuk-tuk driver 
suspected of shooting three 
people in a traffic dispute in 
the capital on the evening of 
february 11.

The shooting occurred in 
front of the Ponlok Thmei 
phone shop in the bun Hour 
borey gated community 

located in the Chaom Chao II 
commune of Por Sen Chey 
district. District police chief 
Morn Vuthy confirmed that a 
manhunt was underway but 
declined to provide further 
details.

Deputy district police chief 
Chea Sovann explained that an 
argument between a tuk-tuk 
driver and car driver had ensued 
from a traffic jam and degener-

ated into a physical altercation.
“The car was parked on the 

road, blocking the tuk-tuk. 
They had a verbal dispute and 
then a scuffle. after the fight, 
the tuk-tuk driver refused to 
leave and demanded an apol-
ogy. The car owner refused, 
and then the tuk-tuk driver 
call him to fight again. Taking 
a gun from his accomplice, the 
tuk-tuk driver opened fire at 

the car owner,” Sovann said.
The shooter hit three victims: 

Seak Lim, a 25-year-old cloth-
ing vendor, Sok Sideth, a 
41-year-old mobile phone sell-
er, and bora Phi, a 46-year-old 
local resident. Lim and Sideth 
were pronounced dead at Preah 
Kossamak Hospital, and Phi is 
being treated for a serious head 
injury at the Khmer-Soviet 
friendship Hospital.
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Nov Sivutha

aN INTer-MINISTerIaL team 
of underwater ordnance recovery 
specialists recently found a sol-
dier’s remains at the site of the war-
ship sunken in the Mekong river in 
Meanchey commune’s Veal village 
in Kampong Cham province’s Srei 
Santhor district during Cambo-
dia’s civil war in the 1970s.

The working group was set up by 
Prime Minister Hun Sen on august 
28, last year, to study the site of the 
shipwreck and remove the unex-
ploded ordnance (uXO) found in 
and around it.

The discovery of the remains was 
announced as Minister of Interior 
Sar Kheng met the underwater uXO 
clearance team on february 12. The 
team identified the soldier as Chhim 
Chheangly and concluded that he 
was likely a guard on the ship.

“at the site, besides the ordnance, 
we have found the remains of a young 
man inside the ship. He was probably 
a guard and his name was Chhim 
Chheangly. That is what his name tag 
made from aluminum clearly states. 

“I would like to appeal to the fam-
ily of the deceased – to any family 
who lost a member with this name. 
We don’t know if this name was his 
name from birth or it could be that 
he changed it later, but that is the 
name stated clearly on his name tag.

“I would like to call on Chhean-
gly’s family to contact the provin-
cial authorities to claim his bones 
in order to put him to rest with a 
traditional ceremony,” Sar Kheng 
said, adding that there may be oth-
er bodies in the shipwreck. 

The minister has instructed the 
diving team to collect all the name 
tags and bones that they find so 
that they may try to locate the fam-
ilies of the deceased to allow them 
to hold funerals for them. 

Sar Kheng said that so far the team 
at the site has found about 10 tonnes 
of uXO in the first section searched 
but that there are still three more 
sections left that could have up to 30 
to 40 tonnes of uXO between them. 

He further noted that all of the uXO 
at the shipwreck site was potentially 
still explosive despite the ship and am-
munition being nearly a half-century 
old – dating from 1973 or early 1974.

He added that there are still four 
other known locations where war-
ships loaded with uXO sank into 
the river. Two of them were around 
the Lvea em district hall in Kan-
dal province and two others were 
under the Neak Leung bridge con-
necting Prey Veng and Svay rieng 
provinces. Many people may have 
died in those incidents.

Sar Kheng also told the divers to 
make plans to retrieve the ammu-
nition from those four locations as 
soon as possible without waiting for 
the completion of the work at the 
site in the river in Kampong Cham.

Sem Sovanny, director-general of 
the Institute for Peacekeeping forces, 
Mines and explosive remnants of War 
Clearance, said on february 12 that as 
of february 11 divers have found 722 
uXO consisting of 60mm and 105mm 
shells and 54,925  hand gun and ma-
chine gun bullets in the first section of 
the ship. The team will continue to ex-
plore the three remaining sections.

Sovanny said the operation to collect 
munitions from the Mekong river in 
Kampong Cham province over an area 
of 1,500m, or 150ha, began at the end 
of October 2020. It is scheduled to be 
completed in early May of this year.

Mey Sophea, commander of the 
uXO Clearance unit of the Nation-
al Centre for Peacekeeping forces 
and explosive remnants of War 
Clearance (NPMeC-erW), previ-
ously told The Post that the war-
ship was left over from the french-
colonial era and that it was used by 
then-Marshall Lon Nol in the civil 
war to ship supplies from the Ho 
Chi Minh City port to a military 
base in Kampong Cham province. 

He explained that it was a large 
warship – 45m long and 8m wide – of 
french manufacture and design and 
that it could carry over 100 tonnes of 
ammunition and weapons.

During the civil war of 1970-1975 
the ship was used to transport am-
munition and it still bore the name 
Khmer National Marine in french. 

“In general, this kind of ship could 
have a crew of up to 30 people in-
cluding sailors and guards. Howev-
er, it is not known how many people 
were on-board at the time of the 
explosion – so we don’t know how 
many people may have died – or if 
anyone survived,” he said.

Soldier’s remains found 
in 1970s-era shipwreck

Water levels in Mekong 
hit worrisome new lows
Lay Samean 

T
He Mekong river Commis-
sion (MrC) has expressed 
concern that water levels 
in the river have dropped 

significantly, changing the colour of 
the water in some areas, and warned 
that this situation could impact agri-
cultural production and wildlife mi-
gration in Cambodia and the other 
countries in the region.

In a report released on february 
12, the MrC detailed worrisome 
water levels in the Mekong between 
the Jinghong hydropower station in 
China’s yunnan province and the 
delta in Vietnam.

“Water levels have dropped con-
siderably since the beginning of 
the year due to lower rainfall, flow 
changes upstream, hydropower op-
erations in the Mekong tributaries, 
and outflow restrictions from the 
Jinghong dam,” it said.

The drop in the water levels im-
pacts Cambodia, Thailand, Laos and 
Vietnam. In Cambodia, water levels 
along the Mekong in Stung Treng 
and Kratie provinces have fluctu-
ated slightly but remain higher than 
the long-term average.

according to the MrC, “river lev-
els in Kampong Cham [province], 
Neak Leung [connecting Prey Veng 
and Svay rieng provinces], bassac 
[tributary] in Phnom Penh, and Prek 
Kdam [in Kandal province’s Ponhea 
Leu district] have been declining 
steadily and have remained lower 
than their long-term averages since 
November. Since January, they have 
seen average daily falls of 0.20m”.

Dr Winai Wangpimool, director of 
the MrC Secretariat’s Technical Sup-
port Division, said: “Continuing this 
flow pattern could have an impact 
on river transport, fish migration, ag-
riculture and river weed collection.”

“To help the Lower Mekong coun-
tries manage risks more effectively, we 
call on China and the Lower Mekong 
countries themselves to share their 
water release plans with us,” he said.

The MrC explained that the low 
level of the river, combined with a 
slow drop in river sediments and 
the presence of algae on the river 

bottom, has resulted in the river tak-
ing on an aquamarine colour – an 
occurrence which happened previ-
ously in late 2019.

“Just like the situation in 2019, to-
day’s blue-green water phenomenon 
is likely to spread to other stretches of 
the Mekong where low flows are expe-
rienced,” said MrC chief environment 
management officer Dr So Nam.

He said this could, in turn, affect 
the productivity of aquatic biodi-
versity, reducing fish catches and 
threatening the livelihoods of local 
communities.

Ministry of Water resources and 
Meteorology spokesman Chan yutha 
could not be reached for comment on 
february 14, but at a press conference 
in august last year he said the Mekong 
and Tonle Sap rivers were low because 
of the el Nino weather pattern which 
brought reduced rainfall.

In October, the ministry signed an 
agreement with the MrC commit-
ting to share data on water usage 
for irrigation with the other Mekong 
river countries as part of joint ef-
forts to better prepare the region for 
floods and drought.

The MrC said that its monthly rain-
fall observations show that since No-
vember, rainfall has been consistently 

below average, falling 25 per cent.
The commission noted that the 

Mekong river spans 4,000km, and 
its tributaries support nearly 70 mil-
lion people in the Lower basin, pro-
viding livelihoods, food security and 
a rich ecosystem. 

In early January, the MrC issued a 
statement expressing concern about 
reduced river levels due to restricted 
outflows from China’s Jinghong hydro-
power station scheduled from January 
5-24 in connection with maintenance 
of power grid and transmission lines. 

Mok bunthoeun, an official at the 
NGO forum, told The Post that the 
drop in the Mekong river water levels 
was likely to impact the agricultural 
sector in Cambodia. He urged the gov-
ernment to focus attention on solving 
this problem for the common good. 

“The agricultural sector is impact-
ed, and so are most Cambodians farm 
crops. We have seen that over the last 
few years, the Mekong river water 
level has fluctuated abnormally both 
during the rainy and dry seasons.

“This demands that the Cam-
bodian government and as well as 
those of other regional countries 
meet for talks to find a proper solu-
tion to minimise possible impacts,” 
bunthoeun said.

Fishing boats on the Mekong River in Phnom Penh on Sunday. HONG MENEA
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Long Kimmarita

THe Ministry of rural Development 
has instructed local authorities to 
gather and analyse data and report 
statistics pertaining to the demarca-
tion of rural areas in preparation for 
drafting the 2021-2030 national ru-
ral development policy.

The ministry held a workshop in 
Stung Treng province on february 8 
to examine the progress and quality 
of the ongoing work and reports of 
conditions in rural areas.

Workshop participants included 
delegates from the ministry, heads 
of provincial rural development de-
partments, deputy and district gov-
ernors and commune chiefs from 
five provinces. They also consulted 
over objectives and indicators rel-
evant to the draft policy.

Ministry secretary of state Sok Sara-
vuth told The Post on february 11 after 
attending the meeting that in order to 
complete collection and analysis of 
the data, local authorities must be 
informed of their responsibilities and 
procedures required for the task. 

The government seeks to use the data 
and reports to draft a rural development 
policy which promotes the wellbeing 
of rural communities, incorporating 
principles of sustainability, safety, so-
cial order and comfort, obedience of 

the law and a moral basis of social jus-
tice to raise residents’ living standards. 

“as Cambodia develops, it is nec-
essary to create rural prosperity with 
harmony, equality, inclusiveness 
and sustainability as pillars. These 
principles are of indispensable im-
portance to ensuring Cambodian 
rural prosperity,” Saravuth said.

He expected that the cooperation 
of local authorities to collect the 
necessary data would enable the 
drafting of an effective policy that 
can be sustainably implemented 
over the coming decade.

Stung Treng provincial rural devel-
opment department director Prum 
Chantha said his province had car-
ried out multiple activities to en-
hance government policy. 

“all of this work is intended to ad-
vance rural development and address 
the needs of the local people in rural 
areas, implementing policy in line with 
the ministry’s strategic plan,” he said.

affiliated Network for Social ac-
countability executive director San 
Chey told The Post that rural develop-
ment is an issue which requires par-
ticipation across sectors to solve many 
complex problems. additionally, the 
government will need to distinguish 
between two types of rural areas.

He elaborated that this means ru-
ral areas near towns are to be sepa-

rated from remote areas for purpos-
es of development considerations 
including issues of infrastructure for 
clean water, health and sanitation 
and time scales for such projects. 

“When working for a common 

goal, it’s important that there is bet-
ter coordination across sectors. In 
the past, we’ve heard certain minis-
tries worked less consistently when 
partnering together,” he said.

Chey added that some problems 

in the countryside need account-
ability from project partners to 
solve joint challenges. They should 
take responsibility for each other for 
the benefit of vulnerable groups and 
groups most in need.

Data sought for drafting rural development policy

An irrigation ditch in Kampong Thom province. HONG MENEA

Grants aid farming, education
Voun Dara

T
He Japanese gov-
ernment has agreed 
to provide $754,321 
through the Grant 

assistance for Japanese NGO 
Projects framework to pro-
mote organic cashew nut 
cultivation among farmers in 
Preah Vihear province as well 
as for development of a four-
year university of Physical ed-
ucation Course, according to 
a press release from the Japa-
nese embassy in Cambodia.

Japanese ambassador to 
Cambodia Masahiro Mikami 
said at the signing ceremony 
for the grant on february 12 
that non-governmental or-
ganisations had received a 
grant of $371,000 from the 
organisation Hearts of Gold 
for the project of developing a 
four-year university of Physi-
cal education Course at the 
National Institute of Physical 
education and Sport.

“Hearts of Gold has made 
strong efforts at develop-
ing physical education in 
Cambodia through various 
activities such as administra-
tive cooperation for sporting 
events, assistance for install-
ing facilities for physical edu-
cation, support for curricu-
lum for physical education 
courses and human resource 
development for physical ed-
ucation,” he said.

He added that the organisa-
tion will support the National 
Institute of Physical educa-
tion and Sport to develop a 
four-year university of Physi-
cal education Course by pro-
viding curriculum, training 
teachers and installing facili-
ties for physical education. 

He also thanked the organi-
sation for its contributions 
over many years towards de-
veloping physical education 
in Cambodia. 

“The institute will have a 
better learning environment 
for physical education. also 
students in Cambodia will re-
ceive a more effective physi-
cal education,” he said.

He further stated that 
$382,842 from the Interna-
tional Volunteers of yamagata 
would be provided to a project 
supporting smallholder farm-
ers through contract farming 
of organic cashew nuts in ag-
riculture cooperatives.

The ambassador contin-
ued that the project receiv-
ing grant money from the 
International Volunteers of 
yamagata will continue to 
promote organic cashew nut 
cultivation and cooperative 
marketing among farmers in 
Preah Vihear province to in-
crease their incomes and im-
prove their quality of life.

for the final year of this 
three year project, three new-
ly added agricultural coop-
eratives will begin operation 
in addition to the 10 coopera-
tives already established.

He said the cooperatives will 
try to obtain an organic certi-

fication and establish a lasting 
production process control sys-
tem that enables each coopera-
tive to continue with coopera-
tive marketing and production 
processes and management 
after the project period. 

He said this project that has 
been carried out in Preah Vi-
hear province was in a location 
noted for its high poverty rate 
in Cambodia and measures to 
reduce poverty and draw at-
tention to it were important. 

additionally, he said, creat-
ing jobs for returning migrant 
workers affected by Covid-19 
was also a pressing issue.

“In order to solve this issue, 
strengthening the agricultur-
al sector is notably important 
because it is one of the sectors 
that can potentially provide a 
positive solution.

“I would like to profoundly 
thank International Volun-
teers of yamagata for their 
contributions over the years 
in developing the agricultural 
sector in Cambodia. 

“Through this project, I 
hope that the livelihoods of 
farmers will improve through 

producing and selling organic 
cashew nuts,” he said.

He noted that recently, 
Cambodia has been develop-
ing rapidly but there are some 
challenges remaining to im-
proving people’s livelihoods 
such as reducing poverty and 
developing society, including 
the healthcare sector and ed-
ucational environments.

“Despite the Covid-19 spread 
becoming a severe problem 
across the world, Japan will 
continue to cooperate with 
non-governmental organisa-
tions to solve various challeng-
ing problems,” he said.

The press release said the 
Grant assistance for Japanese 
NGO Projects started in Cam-
bodia in 2002 to support ac-
tivities by Japanese NGOs to 
help Cambodia’s reconstruc-
tion and development efforts 
at the grassroots level. 

Since 2002, the Japanese 
government has provided 
over $42 million for 133 proj-
ects in Cambodia – mainly in 
the fields of primary educa-
tion, health, agriculture and 
mine clearance.

Japanese ambassador Masahiro Mikami (right) and one of the grant recipients. JApANEsE EMbAssy

border police told to 
step up patrols after 
migrants sneak across
Continued from page 1

one year since the MS Wester-
dam cruise ship was allowed 
to dock at Preah Sihanouk port 
after having been denied entry 
by neighbouring countries. 
The ship was carrying 1,455 
passengers and 802 crew from 
40 countries.

In a facebook post recalling 
the incident, Hun Sen wrote: 
“We remember clearly that at 
the time, the world was fright-
ened by the Covid-19 pandemic.

“Several countries had de-
nied entry to the Westerdam 
cruise ship, knowing that on 
the ship, there were thousands 
of people despairing. They had 
faced the prospects of starva-
tion and Covid-19 infection.”

Hun Sen described Cambo-
dia as having a big heart for 
welcoming the ship into port. 
The people on board were 
rescued and given accommo-
dation and treatment before 
flights were arranged to return 
them to their home countries.

The australian embassy also 
noted the anniversary, saying 
the event signalled the be-
ginning of a year unlike any 
other. Since then, the embassy 
said it had worked non-stop to 
provide consular assistance to 
australians in the Kingdom.

“We have also been working 
with our Cambodian partners 
to refocus our development 
cooperation programme to 
assist Cambodia’s post-Covid 
recovery, including through 
the provision of over a$65 
million [uS$50 million] per 
year to support social-eco-
nomic development and 
a$35.7 million for access to 
safe and effective Covid-19 
vaccines in Cambodia.

“We would like to express 

our thanks to Cambodia for 
welcoming the ship and for 
the hospitality extended to 
the many australians on 
board. One year later, we are 
still in this together,” it said.

The health ministry said on 
february 14 that of the na-
tion’s 479 recorded Covid-19 
cases, only 13 remained hos-
pitalised for treatment.

Meanwhile, Hun Sen or-
dered authorities on the 
Cambodia-Thailand border 
to organise patrols to improve 
surveillance and enforcement 
of cross-border movements 
after returning migrant work-
ers from Thailand were dis-
covered in Takeo province.

a recorded message by the 
prime minister shed light on 
the discovery of returning 
migrants who had bypassed 
official entry and quarantine 
procedures. Consequently, 
he issued orders for officers 
posted along the borders to 
step up patrols and discover 
the locations of places used as 
unofficial border crossings.

“We must inspect the exits 
and entrances used by migrant 
workers to cross the border. 
We must arrange for patrols to 
intercept migrants at the bor-
der for quarantine. Migrants 
from Thailand had travelled to 
Takeo province to quarantine 
there, but if even one of them 
had been infected, it would 
surely have resulted in trans-
mission to the community.

“Takeo provincial authori-
ties must ask the migrants to 
identify those who led them 
from Thailand so that we can 
take action against them. 
More than 10 migrant work-
ers crossed from Thailand 
into Takeo so there must have 
been a ringleader,” he said.
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Memot gold mine environmental impact study underway
May Kunmakara

RENAISSANCE Minerals (Cam-
bodia) Ltd, a subsidiary of Aus-
tralia-listed Emerald Resources 
NL, is conducting an Initial 
Environmental Impact Assess-
ment (IEIA) for a new gold-
mine project in Tbong Khmum 
province’s Memot district.

Located 95km southeast of 
Renaissance’s existing Okvau 
Gold Project in Mondulkiri 
province’s Keo Seima district, 
operations manager Bernie 
Cleary told The Post that the 
107.10sq km mining concession 
in the Memot area is highly pro-
spective for gold exploration.

“Our vision is to have a net 
positive impact on near-mine 
environmental and social values 

by targeting strict compliance 
with corporate governance, 
international guidelines and 
local law, and engage and col-
laborate with all stakeholders in 
the project area,” he said. 

In its preparation of its IEIA 
report, Cleary said Renais-
sance is engaging the commu-
nity and identifying potential 
socio-environmental and 
archaeological impacts.

When completed, reviewed 
and approved by the Ministry 
of Environment, the report will 
govern the implementation of 
exploration practices in a 
socio-environmentally con-
scious manner, he said.

“Renaissance is currently 
evaluating historical records of 
the licence area in order to plan 

the gold exploration programme 
which will commence following 
the issuance of an Environmen-
tal Licence,” Cleary added.

The Ministry of Mines and 
Energy granted initial approv-
al to carry out gold explora-
tion, saying it will formally 
issue a licence after the stand-
ard documentation has been 
processed, according to a Jan-
uary 28 announcement from 
Renaissance.

This will follow “completion of 
an exploration environmental 
impact assessment approved by 
the Cambodian Ministry of Envi-
ronment”, the company said.

Emerald managing director 
Morgan Hart said the Memot 
Project complements the com-
pany’s existing tenement port-

folio and is consistent with its 
stated aim of increasing its 
footprint of prospective explo-
ration assets in Cambodia with 
a view to creating a pipeline of 
development assets that adds 
to current resources and 
reserves at its 1.14-mega-ounce 
flagship Okvau Gold Project.

He said the Okvau Gold Project 
remains on time and on budget 
with commissioning and first 
gold expected in the second 
quarter of this year “through the 
efforts of our dedicated in-house 
development team.

“The presence of extensive 
ongoing artisanal workings 
within the new tenement area 
and strong indications of sig-
nificant gold mineralisation 
from historical records give 

Emerald another highly pro-
spective gold licence area with 
strong potential to add to the 

company’s resource and 
reserve base in Cambodia,” 
Hart said.

Hin Pisei

T
HE Council for the 
Development of 
Cambodia (CDC) has 
approved a cumula-

tive 144 Japanese investment 
projects worth $2.79 billion 
since its inception in 1994, 66 
of which are in special eco-
nomic zones (SEZ) with $340 
million in capital investment, 
it said in a press release.

The release was issued fol-
lowing the 21st Public-Private 
Sector Meeting of the Cam-
bodia-Japan Joint Committee 
held at the CDC on February 
11 evening.

CDC secretary-general Sok 
Chenda Sophea said Japanese 
investors play an important 
role in contributing to Cam-
bodia’s economic growth, 
even as the world grapples 
with the Covid-19 pandemic.

“Their continued invest-
ment in Cambodia is a tes-
tament to the commitment 
of Japanese investor, which 
builds up strong confidence 

in the Royal Government of 
Cambodia,” he said.

Japanese ambassador to 
Cambodia Masahiro Mikami 
praised the government’s policy 
and efforts across the relevant 
institutions in addressing the 
challenges posed by the Covid-
19 crisis and maintaining Cam-
bodia’s competitiveness in in-
ternational trade at this time.

Hong Vanak, director of In-
ternational Economics at the 
Royal Academy of Cambodia, 
told The Post on February 14 
that Japanese investment is 
renowned for its clarity and ro-
bustness and that the island na-
tion’s foreign direct investment 
(FDI) inflows into the Kingdom 
rank second after China.

He said Cambodia offers 
a vast reservoir of untapped 
investment potential with 
its readily-available and af-
fordable labour force, superb 
investment laws, convenient 
transport infrastructure and a 
plethora of export document 
preparation services.

He noted that most Japanese 

investment projects in Cam-
bodia manufacture goods for 
export and do not supply the 
domestic market. “I am opti-
mistic that the number of Jap-
anese companies that invest 
in Cambodia will continue 
to grow further and serve in 
bringing exports to interna-
tional markets,” he said.

Chhour Vichet, CEO of San-
co-Poipet Special Economic 
Zone (SPSEZ) operator Sanco 
Cambo Investment Group Co 
Ltd, told The Post in May that 
interest in setting up factories 
in the SEZ remained resilient 

even as the pandemic raged on.
“Recently, two Japanese 

companies showed an inter-
est in investing in our spe-
cial economic zone,” he said. 
“They manufacture electrical 
components and are explor-
ing investment opportunities 
in the area.”

Covering more than 83ha 
in Poipet town, Banteay 
Meanchey province, he said 
nine of the industrial park’s 10 
occupants are Japanese-owned 
firms that mainly manufacture 
automobile, electric and elec-
tronic components for export 

to Japan and Thailand.
Bilateral trade between 

Cambodia and Japan for the 
first 11 months of last year 
was worth $1.9187 billion, 
down 8.77 per cent from the 
$2.1033 billion posted in 
the same period of 2019, ac-
cording to the Japan External 
Trade Organisation (Jetro).

Cambodian exports for the 
period stood at $1.48614 billion, 
down 7.1 per cent year-on-year 
from $1.60043 billion, while im-
ports ended at $432.6 million, 
down 14.0 per cent year-on-
year from $502.88 million.
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,000 17,020 17,080 17,000

2 GTI 3,330 3,330 3,330 3,330

3 PAS 13,560 13,660 13,700 13,560

4 PEPC 2,930 2,940 2,950 2,930

5 PPAP 11,900 12,200 12,200 11,600

6 PPSP 1,540 1,530 1,550 1,530

7 PWSA 6,080 6,080 6,080 6,080

Date: February 12, 2021

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,078 1.2752 6.4582 105.10 4.0425 1.3277 29.94 0.7722 1.2104 1.3784

Continued from page 1

debut by the middle of this 
year,” he said.

Before Covid-19, air freight 
rates from Phnom Penh to the 
uS generally ranged from 
$3.50-$3.80 per kilogramme, 
but ballooned to about $10 
after the pandemic hit before 
receding to $5-$6 now, accord-
ing to Chandara.

“I see this as an opportunity 
for FedEx to capture a market 
share in Cambodia, at a time 
when no newcomers are tak-
ing the leap to penetrate into 
the market. We need a more 
consistent number of flights 
per week,” he said.

Air cargo traffic through 
Cambodia’s three internation-
al airports dropped by 29.9 per 
cent last year compared to 
2019, according to Khek Norin-
da, the communications and 
public relations director at 
Cambodia Airports, the joint 
venture company contracted 
to manage the Kingdom’s 
international airports.

On the New york Stock 
Exchange, FedEx’s (FDX) share 
price rose $8.64 or 3.40 per cent 
to close at $263.00 on February 
12 for a market capitalisation 
of $69.71 billion, with 2.39 mil-
lion shares traded.

FedEx entry 
‘to stabilise 
frequency 
of flights’

CDC okays 144 
Japan projects 
worth $2.79B 
since ‘94 debut

The Council for the Development of Cambodia (CDC) has approved a cumulative 144 Japanese investment projects 
worth $2.79 billion, 66 of which are in special economic zones (SEZ) with $340 million in capital investment. CDC

The 107.10sq km mining concession area in Memot is highly prospective 
for gold exploration. POST STAFF
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Vietnamese rice 
exports get shot at 
2021 breakthrough
H

IGH hopes are pinned 
on Vietnam’s rice exports 
this year as major markets 
such as the Philippines 

and africa continue to sign con-
tracts to buy the commodity, while 
many others have great demand for 
fragrant rice and sticky rice – which 
are advantageous staples of Viet-
namese enterprises.

The preferential tariffs provided by 
bilateral and multilateral free trade 
agreements (fTa) between Vietnam 
and other countries, such as the eu-
Vietnam fTa (eVfTa) and the uK-
Vietnam fTa (uKVfTa), will create 
favourable conditions for Vietnam-
ese rice to compete with that from 
rival countries, the Vietnam food 
association (Vaf) said.

according to the Vietnamese Trade 
Counsellor in the uK Nguyen Canh 
Cuong, rice shipments to the coun-
try this year will sharply rise against 
2020. He added that more uK firms 
will purchase Vietnamese rice under 
the uKVfTa, creating a chance for 
Vietnamese rice to expand its mar-
ket share in the uK this year.

In 2019, rice exports from Viet-
nam to the uK had a leap forward 
with a turnover growth of 376 per 
cent. That meant the uK has great 
potential as a rice export market for 
Vietnam.

In order to tap into the advantages 
under fTas, rice export giants such 

as Intimex JSC, Loc Troi Group, Vr-
ICe Co, Trung an High Technology 
agriculture JSC are planning to seek 
new customers in markets where 
Vietnam had signed fTas, especially 
in the uK, baotintuc.vn reported.

The Ministry of Industry and 
Trade said it would provide rice ex-
port firms with information about 
the market demand situation in a 
timely manner while implementing 
trade promotion activities to help 
Vietnamese rice exporters better ac-
cess customers.

Detailed information about the 
regulations and barriers under 
these fTas’ commitments will be 
also offered by the ministry so that 
businesses can improve their un-
derstanding and draw up suitable 
business plans.

as part of its efforts to facilitate 
Vietnam’s rice exports, the Vaf has 
built up online sales channel and 
participated in online trade semi-
nars to develop the rice industry.

It suggested rice exporters focus 
on high quality products with good 
export results, ensuring food hy-
giene and safety to be able to enter 
more fastidious markets such as eu-
rope, the uS and Canada.

experts have said that if Viet-
nam wants to maintain rice export 
growth this year it needs to focus on 
building a complete rice value chain 
and controlling quality in produc-

tion, processing, and distribution.
according to the Ministry of ag-

riculture and rural Development, 
Vietnam’s rice output totalled 42.8 
million tonnes last year, down about 
0.2 per cent because of the shrinkage 
of some 192,000ha in farming areas. 
However, the productivity rose 50kg 
per hectare from a year earlier.

The areas of high-grade rice vari-
eties have expanded to 74 per cent, 
compared to 50 per cent in 2015, as 
a result of the country’s efforts in 
improving the value of the Vietnam-
ese rice.

Thanks to that, the shipments of 
high-grade rice made up more than 
85 per cent of the total, resulting 

in the growth of average rice price 
from $440 per tonne in 2019 to $496 
per tonne last year.

The country exported 6.15 tonnes 
of rice for $3.07 billion last year, 
down 3.5 per cent in volume but up 
9.3 per cent in value year-on-year.

The Philippines was Vietnam’s 
leading rice importer, making up 
34 per cent of the total. rice exports 
to this market in 2020 reached 2.22 
million tonnes and $1.06 billion, up 
four per cent in volume and 19.3 per 
cent in value compared to 2019.

Other outlets with significant ex-
port growth in 2020 were Indonesia 
(nearly triple 2019’s figure) and Chi-
na, up 93 per cent year-on-year.

Vfa vice-chairman Do Ha Nam 
described 2020 as a successful year 
for Vietnam’s rice exports, which he 
attributed to increasing demand in 
many countries and the improved 
competitiveness of Vietnamese rice 
around the world. 

amid the difficulties posed by the 
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, rice 
exporters quickly made appropriate 
adjustments and actively sought new 
markets while fully tapping into the 
advantages brought about by fTas.

eVfTa had created a major oppor-
tunity for Vietnamese rice to enter 
european markets and then make in-
roads into other choosy markets, Nam 
said. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Rice for export being stockpiled at SongHau Food Company in Vietnam’s Can Tho city. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

Chinese factory prices see 
first rise in a year last month
faCTOry prices rose in China 
for the first time in a year last 
month as the country’s vast 
industrial sector leads a recov-
ery from the virus pandemic, 
with analysts hailing the data 
as a turning point for the 
world’s number two economy.

but the lingering effects of 
the disease weighed on the 
country’s vast army of shop-
pers as consumer prices 
slipped, hit by new outbreaks 
that led to the re-imposition of 
containment measures.

Official data showed the pro-
ducer price index (PPI), a key 
measure of input costs, came 
in at 0.3 per cent last month, 
having fallen every month but 
January in 2020 owing to a col-
lapse in demand as the virus 
broke out around the country 
and then the world.

The figure was in line with 
forecasts and a big improve-
ment in the 0.4 per cent fall 
seen in December.

“We believe that the turn of 
PPI is very solid, from a defla-
tion trend to an inflation trend,” 
said ING chief economist for 
Greater China Iris Pang. 
“although this is mild, it is a 
turn, a very important turn, and 
it will last for the rest of 2021.”

The reading comes as China 
leads a recovery in the world 
economy, with the rollout of 
vaccines and slowing infection 
rates fuelling hopes that lock-
downs and other containment 
measures can be eased, setting 
up a huge bounce this year.

However, the consumer 
price index (CPI) edged down 
a worse-than-expected 0.3 per 
cent as a spike in infections 
that led to new tough restric-
tions in the north of the coun-
try combined with a high base 
from January last year.

National bureau of Statistics 
official Dong Lijuan said: “With 
the Spring festival [Lunar New 
year] taking place in february 
this year, and the impact of a 
partial epidemic spread, there 
were decreases in both resi-
dents’ travel and some contact-
based services in January.”

Dong added that air ticket 
prices fell by a third, while 

travel agency fees dropped 
nearly 10 per cent.

This year, authorities have 
been encouraging residents to 
stay at home instead of travelling 
for the holiday owing to the virus 
but CPI is still tipped to recover.

“Consumer price inflation is 
likely to spike in february as the 
New year effect reverses,” said 
analysts at Capital economics, 
adding that last month’s slip was 
“no cause for concern”.

Pork prices, however, contin-
ued a downward trend after costs 
of the staple meat soared last 
year as an african swine fever 
outbreak led to the culling of 
more than a million pigs. AFP

Consumer prices in China fell in January after a brief improvement at 
the end of last year. AFP
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Carbon pricing divides opinion in Japan
T

O aChieve net-zero green-
house gas emissions by 2050, 
the Japanese government 
has begun discussions on 

carbon pricing, through which pol-
luters would be charged for emitting 
such gases to motivate companies to 
reduce emissions.

Carbon pricing is one of Prime 
Minister yoshihide Suga’s key poli-
cies, and he intends to make it a 
driving force for future economic 
growth. however, devising a scheme 
is expected to be difficult as such 
initiatives could depress business 
activity and consumer spending de-
pending on their implementation.

The environment ministry held 
a meeting with experts to discuss 
carbon pricing on february 1. The 
about 20 academics and represen-
tatives of the business community 
in attendance were divided over 
the method, with some saying that 
such initiatives should not be puni-
tive and others that a carbon tax is 
a simple mechanism that would be 
expected to generate tax revenue.

Carbon pricing can be implement-
ed in various ways, including carbon 
taxes and emissions trading such as 
credit trading, in which companies 
exchange credits for carbon cuts. each 
method would have a different impact 
on companies and individuals.

a carbon tax, which is based on 
greenhouse gas emission amounts, 
and emissions trading, in which the 
government sets a cap on emissions 
and imposes a levy if it is exceeded, 
are systems that force companies to 
bear a financial burden.

if the burden is too heavy, it could 
lead to a stagnation of business ac-
tivities and commodity price hikes.

in 2012, Japan levied a form of a 
carbon tax targeting fossil fuels such 
as crude oil and gas in proportion to 
the amount of CO2 emitted, but the 
tax rate is said to be low compared 
to those in other countries.

in contrast, companies would be 
encouraged to take voluntary action 
through credit trading, which allows 
companies to trade credits for cuts 
in carbon emissions by installing 
energy-efficient equipment, and the 
“non-fossil fuel energy value trading 
market”, in which market partici-
pants are able to trade environmen-
tal value in the form of a certificate.

While such initiatives are said to 

promote technological innovation, 
some argue that they are ineffective.

a prevailing view within the minis-
try is that “strengthening the carbon 
tax is the most favoured approach”, 
because it is easy to understand the 
system and is more likely to deliver re-
sults, according to a senior official, but 
the trade ministry remains cautious, 
as similar taxes have already been in 
place on petrol and diesel in Japan.

The environment ministry com-
piled an interim report on carbon 
pricing in 2019, but discussions were 
suspended due to persistent opposi-
tion, particularly in industrial circles. 
Discussions have been revived since 

the prime minister announced late 
last year a target of “cutting green-
house gas emissions to net-zero by 
2050” as part of his growth strategy.

The trade ministry was also to es-
tablish a separate study panel this 
month to launch discussions.

environment minister Shinjiro 
Koizumi said the trade and environ-
ment ministries will be “taking differ-
ent routes to the same peak”, but as 
the trade ministry is aiming to realise 
a policy that its minister hiroshi Ka-
jiyama said would “not hinder com-
petitiveness”, a better analogy might 
be that they are sleeping in the same 
bed but having different dreams.

There are differences in opinion even 
within industry circles as circumstanc-
es differ among companies, some of 
which possess decarbonisation tech-
nology and are looking for opportuni-
ties to grow, while others face heavy 
burdens and opaque prospects.

hiroaki Nakanishi, chairman of the 
Japan business federation (Keidan-
ren) and executive chairman of hi-
tachi Ltd, expressed a measured 
approach to carbon pricing, saying: 
“We should not start by rejecting it.”

however, akio Mimura, chairman 
of the Japan Chamber of Commerce 
and industry, has expressed caution, 
while Nippon Steel Corp president 
eiji hashimoto strongly opposes 
the idea of reinforcing the carbon 
tax, arguing that “it would deprive 
the company of development funds, 
which would be counterproductive 
as it would hamper the objective” of 
promoting decarbonisation.

initiatives to exclude companies 
that have fallen behind in decarboni-
sation efforts have been accelerating 
worldwide. “border adjustment mea-
sures” that would tax the products of 
countries and companies that are 
lacking in efforts are being consid-
ered in europe and North america.

as global warming is a global prob-
lem, efforts would not be effective if 
companies were able to shift opera-
tions to countries with lax regulations.

akio yamazaki, assistant professor 
at the National Graduate institute 
for Policy Studies, said: “Carbon 
pricing will temporarily increase the 
burden on companies and consum-
ers, but [in the long run] it will pro-
vide incentives for investment and 
technological innovation.” THE YOMIURI 

SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Carbon pricing can be implemented in various ways, including carbon taxes and emissions trading such as credit trading, in which 
companies exchange credits for carbon cuts. Each method would have a different impact on companies and individuals. AFP
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DOZeNS of oil and gas tankers 
carrying millions of dollars’ 
worth of fuel caught fire on 
february 13, creating an infer-
no at afghanistan’s biggest 
trade crossing with Iran, offi-
cials said.

The blaze broke out in the 
early afternoon at Islam Qala 
port, 120km from the western 
city of Herat, engulfing the 
tankers that were parked near-
by after crossing the border.

“There were between 200 and 
300 fuel tankers there and we 
managed to save some, but most 
have been engulfed and the fire 
is so huge that nobody can get to 
within even a kilometre of it,” 
said younus Qazi Zada, head of 
the Herat Chamber of Commerce.

“The initial estimate is of 
millions of dollars of losses, 
but we have to wait until the 
fire is extinguished for a prop-
er assessment of damages.”

at least 17 people have been 
taken to hospital, some of 
them with serious burns, said 
Ibrahim Mohammadi, head of 
the Herat ambulance service.

Jailani farhad, the spokes-
man for the governor of Herat 
province, said dozens of tank-
ers were ablaze.

“We don’t have the required 
facilities to contain it, so through 
the foreign ministry, we have 
asked the government of Iran to 
help us contain the fire,” he said.

The cause of the fire was 
unknown, he added.

Videos posted on social 
media show towering flames 
and huge clouds of thick black 
smoke billowing into the sky.

around 60 per cent of Herat 
province was without power as 
a result of the fire, afghan 
energy company DabS said. 

Islam Qala is one of the 
major ports in afghanistan, 
through which most official 
trade with Iran is conducted. 

afghanistan has received 
waivers from Washington allow-
ing it to import oil and gas from 
Iran despite uS sanctions.

Iran foreign ministry spokes-
man Saeed Khatibzadeh said 
the border “was held open for 
trucks, cars and people running 
from the fire” towards Iran. 

He added that authorities 
from both countries were 
helping to tackle the blaze. 

Taking advantage of the situa-
tion, Taliban insurgents attacked 
a nearby security post after the 
blaze broke out, farhad added.

afghanistan has been hit by 
a surge in violence despite 
peace talks that started in Sep-
tember between the Taliban 
and the afghan government, 
which have so far failed to 
achieve a breakthrough.

The rise in violence has led 
uS President Joe biden’s admin-
istration to launch a review of a 
deal signed between Washing-
ton and the Taliban last year 
that paved the way for the with-
drawal of all uS troops in the 
coming months. AFP

What comes next for uS’ Trump, 
republican Party, President biden?
T

He uS Senate acquit-
ted Donald Trump on 
february 13 of the 
charge of inciting the 

January 6 assault on the uS 
Capitol in an unprecedented 
second impeachment trial.

Trump’s acquittal raises 
questions about what’s next 
for the 74-year-old former 
president, the republican Par-
ty and President Joe biden.

Donald Trump
although Trump’s acquittal 

by the Senate was a near cer-
tainty, the verdict must have 
come as a relief to the former 
president.

In a statement, Trump de-
nounced what he called a 
“witch hunt” and talked about 
the future.

He said: “Our historic, patri-
otic and beautiful movement 
to Make america Great again 
has only just begun . . . We have 
so much work ahead of us, and 
soon we will emerge with a vi-
sion for a bright, radiant, and 
limitless american future.”

Trump has flirted with the 
idea of running for the White 
House again in 2024 and a 
conviction would have likely 
barred him from holding fed-
eral office again.

Since leaving the White 
House on January 20, Trump 
has been holed up in his Mar-
a-Lago resort, deprived of the 
Twitter account he used to 
communicate with his many 
millions of followers.

Capri Cafaro, executive in 
residence at american uni-
versity in Washington and a 
former Democratic member 
of the Ohio state senate, said: 
“The legacy of Donald Trump 
for many at this point may be 

the events of January 6, re-
gardless of acquittal.”

That could carry over to the 
real estate tycoon’s activities 
in the private sector, she said. 
“It’s almost like he has no 
choice but to continue to try 
to be in politics.”

Wendy Schiller, a professor 
of political science at brown 
university, added: “If a cor-
poration were to offer him a 
speaking appearance, the so-
cial media backlash would be 
swift and severe, with possi-
ble boycotts of their products 
. . . even holding conferences 
or events at Trump properties 
will be a problem for large 
publicly traded companies, 

or companies that provide a 
direct to consumer product.”

The Republican Party
The fact that the vast major-

ity of Senate republicans vot-
ed to acquit Trump is a clear 
signal that he retains a grip on 
the Grand Old Party (GOP).

“The party is his,” Georgia 
representative Marjorie Tay-
lor Greene, one of his most 
fervent supporters, said last 
week. “It doesn’t belong to 
anyone else.”

but seven republican sena-
tors voted to convict the for-
mer president and 10 repub-
lican members of the House 
of representatives voted 

last month to impeach him, 
including the party’s third-
ranking member, Liz Cheney, 
daughter of former vice-pres-
ident Dick Cheney.

republican Senate Minor-
ity Leader Mitch McConnell 
voted for acquittal but said 
Trump was “practically and 
morally” responsible for the 
January 6 violence.

a number of republicans 
have distanced themselves 
from the former president and 
are lining up to take their own 
shot at the White House in 2024.

among them is former 
South Carolina state governor 
Nikki Haley, who said repub-
licans were wrong for sup-

porting Trump’s campaign to 
reverse the election results, a 
course that led to the January 
6 attack on Congress.

Haley also dismissed spec-
ulation Trump will seek the 
presidency in 2024. “I don’t 
think he can,” she said. “He’s 
fallen so far.”

but the republicans advo-
cating a complete break with 
Trump are in the minority 
and most remain fearful of the 
power he holds over his base.

a group of anti-Trump for-
mer republican officials has 
raised the idea of creating a 
centre-right third party but it is 
unlikely to gain much traction.

Joe Biden
Trump’s impeachment trial 

has been hanging over the 
start of biden’s presidency 
and the Democrats must be 
glad it took just five days.

The Senate will now be in 
a position to swiftly confirm 
biden’s cabinet appointees and 
work on his legislative agenda 
as the country struggles with 
the Covid-19 pandemic and 
severe economic woes.

Schiller said: “President 
biden has done a very good 
job of separating himself 
from the impeachment trial 
proceedings and keep his 
messaging on the Covid-19 
crisis and the accompanying 
economic crisis.”

but Trump remains a force 
to be reckoned with.

“There’s no saying that 
we’re immune from more 
protests, demonstrations, 
activism from the far right,” 
Cafaro said. “If and when that 
happens how Joe biden deals 
with them will be something 
to watch.” AFP

beer produced at about 22,400 litres at a time 
Continued from page 1

in the form of rings”.

Brew for ‘royal rituals’
archaeologist Matthew adams of 

New york university, who heads the 
joint mission with Deborah Vischak of 
Princeton university, said studies have 
shown that beer was produced at a 
large scale, with about 22,400 litres 
made at a time.

The brewery “may have been built in 
this place specifically to supply the royal 
rituals that were taking place inside the 
funeral facilities of the kings of egypt”, 
the statement quoted him as saying.

“evidence for the use of beer in sacri-
ficial rites was found during excavations 
in these facilities,” the statement said.

evidence of beer-making in ancient 
egypt is not new, and past discoveries 
have shed light on such production. 

fragments of pottery used by egyp-
tians to make beer and dating back 
5,000 years were discovered on a build-
ing site in Tel aviv, the Israeli antiqui-

ties authority announced in 2015.
abydos, where the latest discovery 

was unearthed, has yielded many 
treasures over the years and is famed 
for its temples, such as that of Seti I.

In 2000, a team of uS archaeologists 
brought to light in abydos the earliest 
known example of an ancient egyptian 
solar barge, dating back to the first 
Pharaonic dynasty around 5,000 years ago.

egypt has announced several major 
new discoveries which it hopes will 
spur tourism, a sector which has suf-
fered multiple blows – from a 2011 
uprising to the coronavirus pandemic.

a mission working near alexandria 
recently discovered several mummies 
from around 2,000 years ago bearing 
golden-tongued amulets – thought to 
have been placed in the mouths of the 
dead to ensure they could speak in 
the afterlife.

authorities had expected 15 million 
tourists to visit egypt in 2020, com-
pared to 13 million the previous year, 
but the virus has kept holidaymakers 
away. AFP

Oil tankers 
catch fire in 
afghan-Iran 
border area 

Then-US President Donald Trump at the White House in Washington, DC, on July 29 and Democratic presidential 
nominee Joe Biden in Dallas, Pennsylvania on October 24. AFP

The remains of a row of vats used for beer fermentation, in a complex which may be the 
world’s “oldest” high-production brewery, uncovered in the Abydos archaeological site 
near Egypt’s southern city of Sohag. EgyPtiAn Ministry oF AntiquitiEs/AFP



Vietnam suggests 
Covid vaccine for 
UN peacekeepers

Vietnamese ambassador to the 
Un Dang Dinh Quy has emphasised 
the need to offer Covid-19 vaccine 

to peacekeepers, particularly those at 
high risk, such as medical workers at field 
hospitals and forces operating in areas 
severely hit by the pandemic.

He underlined the responsibility and role 
of host countries as well as the impor-
tance of close coordination between Un 
missions and the host countries in ensur-
ing security and safety for peacekeepers 
and Covid-19 vaccination for them during 
an informal discussion on the initiative on 
action for Peacekeeping (a4P) and Covid-
19 vaccine on February 12.

Quy said Vietnam was committed to 
the Un’s peacekeeping operations and 
efforts towards improving peacekeeping 
effectiveness.

the ambassador called on the inter-
national community to provide suitable 
resources to fulfil political commitments, 
strengthen partnership between the Un 
and regional and sub-regional organisa-
tions, promote women’s empowerment 
and participation, and ensure security and 
safety for peacekeepers.

the discussion was co-chaired by south 
Korea, ethiopia and norway with the 
Un undersecretary-general for peace 
operations Jean-Pierre Lacroix, undersec-
retary-general for operational support 
atul Khare, assistant secretary-general 
for human resources martha Helena 
Lopez and more than 50 ambassadors 
and deputy ambassadors of Un member 
states in attendance.

a4P was initiated by Un secretary-gen-
eral antonio Gutteres on march 28, 2018 
to strengthen peacekeeping by spurring 
collective action by all peacekeeping 
stakeholders and foster political commit-
ments to peacekeeping.

the initiative includes a set of 45 
mutually-agreed commitments endorsed 
by more than 150 member states across 
eight areas. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK
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Myanmar protesters block arrests 
as uN demands Suu Kyi’s release
O

PPOSITION to Myanmar’s 
new military regime in-
tensified on february 13 
as spontaneous neigh-

bourhood watch groups mobilised to 
thwart arrests of anti-coup activists 
and the uN demanded the release of 
ousted leader aung San Suu Kyi.

The army takeover that brought a 
decade-old democracy to an end two 
weeks ago has unleashed a storm of 
anger and defiance, with huge daily 
protests bringing urban centres 
around the country to a standstill.

Since taking Suu Kyi and her top al-
lies into custody, troops have stepped 
up arrests of civil servants, doctors 
and others joining strikes to call on 
the generals to relinquish power.

Crowds defied overnight curfews 
to mass on the streets as night fell, 
hours after finishing a seventh 
straight day of rallies, following ru-
mours that police were launching a 
fresh wave of arrests.

One group swarmed a hospital in 
the city of Pathein on rumours that 
a popular local doctor would be 
taken, chanting a buddhist prayer 
urging protection from harm.

“If I have problems, I will ask for your 
help,” Than Min Htut told the group 
who had come to aid him, flashing the 
three-finger salute that has come to 
symbolise resistance to the coup.

Than Min Htut on february 13 said 
he was still free and would continue 
participating in a civil disobedience 
campaign opposing military rule.

People in yangon skirted a junta 
ban on facebook to organise neigh-
bourhood watch groups that warned 
of rumoured arrests.

“We didn’t know who will be taken, 
but when we heard the sound, we went 
out to join our neighbours,” said Tin 
Zar, a storekeeper in yangon’s north. 

“even if they shoot, we are not 
afraid,” she said.

More than 320 people have been ar-
rested since last week’s coup, accord-
ing to the assistance association for 
Political Prisoners monitoring group.

an emergency session of the uN 
Human rights Council in Geneva 
on february 12 called for the new 
regime to release all “arbitrarily de-
tained” persons and hand power 
back to Suu Kyi’s administration.

at the meeting, the uN deputy 
rights chief Nada al-Nashif warned 

Myanmar that “the world is watch-
ing” events unfold in the country.

News of more arrests did not stop 
tens of thousands from returning to 
the streets of yangon on february 
13, where columns of traffic ground 
to a halt and blared their horns for 
five minutes to mark the birthday of 
aung San.

The independence hero and father 
of Suu Kyi is revered locally for freeing 
the country from colonial control but 
was gunned down at the age of 32, just 
months before the end of british rule.

Nationwide protests have re-
mained largely peaceful, though au-
thorities have used tear gas, water 
cannons and rubber bullets to dis-
perse some rallies.

at least two people in the capital 
Naypyidaw were shot by police and 
critically injured, including one 20-
year-old woman who remains in in-
tensive care.

Officers cleared a sit-in protest in 
the port city of Mawlamyine on feb-
ruary 12 with rubber bullets, injur-
ing several demonstrators. AFP

Members of the Myanmar Photographers Association take part in a demonstration against the military coup in Yangon on Saturday. AFP

PrO-DeMOCraCy protest-
ers gathered outside bangkok 
remand Prison in Chatuchak 
district from 3pm on febru-
ary 12, urging the release of 
four protest leaders who have 
been charged with violating 
the Criminal Code’s article 
112 (lese majeste) and for se-
dition under article 116.

The four are Parit “Penguin” 
Chiwarak, arnon Nampa, 
Somyos Prueksakasemsuk and 
Patiwat “bank” Saraiyam. The 
charges have been filed by the 
Office of the attorney-General 
following their participation 
in the anti-government rally at 
Thammasat university’s Tha 
Prachan campus in September.

They have been detained 
at the prison since febru-
ary 9 after the Criminal 

Court denied them bail.
Protesters from the Non-

thaburi New Generation Net-
work, ratsadon 2020 and red 
Progressive 2020 groups on fri-
day clanged pots and pans that 
they had brought along, while 
chanting: “release our friends”.

at 8pm, Prachacheun Police 
Station chief Police Colonel 
Sumet Phuchana read an an-
nouncement to the protesters 
that public gathering is pro-
hibited under the emergency 
Decree on Public administra-
tion in emergency Situations, 
and urged them to go home.

The protesters dispersed 
peacefully shortly after, but 
promised to rally in front of the 
prison every friday until their 
demand was met. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Thailand protesters rally 
outside bangkok prison

PM: economic rebound for Singapore
THe bulk of Singapore’s economy should 
be able to bounce back this year following 
the heavy hits it took last year with the 
Covid-19 pandemic, according to Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien Loong on february 12.

Such a rebound will however be un-
even, and Lee cautioned that sectors like 
tourism, transport, aviation and con-
struction will take longer to recover.

“We are expecting some rebound this 
year. Last year was minus five to six per 
cent. That was particularly also because 
we had a circuit breaker period, which 
had a big impact on activity,” he told re-
porters at Changi General Hospital after 
visiting workers in essential services on 
the first day of the Lunar New year.

“This year, we expect to bounce back,” 
he added. “The year of the Ox should be 
better than the year of the rat in terms of 
the economy.”

but the prime minister added that 
while Singapore is likely to perform bet-
ter, it is not guaranteed that it can get to 
an economic level beyond where it was 
in 2019, before the pandemic hit.

The most recent official forecasts project 
the economy to expand by between four 
and six per cent this year, after shrinking 
by an unprecedented 5.8 per cent in 2020.

The country’s recovery will depend on 
its progress in getting its people vacci-
nated, as well as the vaccination prog-
ress of other countries, particularly the 
uS and europe, said Lee.

Once these countries make progress on 
their vaccinations, their economies will be 
able to open up again, allowing Singapore 
to get much closer to normal, he noted.

Singapore’s economy depends heavily 

on international trade.
but various sectors will recover differ-

ently, and Lee pointed out that transport, 
tourism and aviation, all of which were 
ravaged by coronavirus-related disrup-
tions and the drop in international trav-
el, will take longer to get better.

He said the construction sector has spe-
cific difficulties as well, due to the need 
for migrant workers and safe manage-
ment measures, and the Government will 
be addressing these concerns separately.

His Chinese New year visits, organised 
by the labour movement, have been an an-
nual tradition to thank workers for putting 
their duties ahead of festive celebrations.

On february 12 morning, Lee, together 
with his wife Ho Ching and transport min-
ister Ong ye Kung, as well as National Trades 
union Congress president Mary Liew, sec-
retary-general Ng Chee Meng and union 
leaders, met Singapore airlines (SIa) cabin 
crew and pilots who were flying to London 
and Manila, as well as support staff on shift 
at the SIa Cabin Crew Control Centre.

He then went to Changi General Hos-
pital, to offer festive wishes to healthcare 
workers including doctors, nurses, allied 
health professionals and ancillary staff, 
and present Lunar New year gifts, includ-
ing red packets and mandarin oranges. THE 

STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong gives red packets to SIA cabin crew and pilots, as 
well as support staff on shift at the SIA Cabin Crew Control Centre on Friday. THE STRAITS TIMES

Riot police and pro-democracy protesters face off during a demonstration 
near the Grand Palace in Bangkok on Saturday. AFP
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Opinion

C
OVID-19 is far from over. 
One year after the first case 
of Covid-19 was reported in 
Cambodia, there have been 

more than 105 million cases and over 
2.3 million deaths recorded around 
the world. although the number of 
cases can vary greatly between coun-
tries, as we have seen recently with 
migrant workers returning from 
Thailand, the virus does not respect 
borders. until every country is safe, 
no country is safe.

although Cambodia has been rela-
tively fortunate in so far preventing 
the large-scale community transmis-
sion seen elsewhere in our region, the 
impact here has still been devastating. 
Many livelihoods have been lost, chil-
dren have been unable to go to 
school, and life for many families con-
tinues to be difficult due to the ongo-
ing uncertainty of the pandemic.

yet, as we move into our second year 
of living with Covid-19, additional 
tools for fighting the virus bring hope. 
We are now very optimistic about the 
development of new, safe and effec-
tive Covid-19 vaccines, and many 
people in the Western Pacific region 
are asking when vaccines will be avail-
able. unfortunately, there is not a sim-
ple answer to this question. 

We anticipate that in 2021, at least 
in the next few months, demand will 
vastly exceed supply. While this is the 
case, we must prioritise those most 
exposed to infection, and most vul-
nerable to getting very sick from it – 
that is, frontline healthcare workers 
and older people. Prioritising these 
groups is needed in order to main-
tain healthcare capacity, and save 
lives. COVaX (the Covid-19 vaccine 
facility) aims to provide an allocation 
of doses to advance market commit-
ment countries to vaccinate these 
highest priority groups (approxi-
mately three per cent of the popula-
tion), as quickly as possible within 
the next few months. 

following this, the goal is to pro-
vide enough vaccine doses to cover at 
least 20 per cent of the population – 
including other priority groups, such 
as people with pre-existing illnesses 
which put them at higher risk of get-
ting sick from Covid-19 – by the end 
of this year. In most countries, vacci-
nations will not be available to the 
wider population until some time 
after that. but challenges with vac-
cine production and delivery – for 
example, with manufacturing – make 
the precise timing of each of these 
phases of the vaccine rollout uncertain. 

Governments, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) and other part-
ners are all working very hard to try to 
secure doses for all countries, includ-
ing Cambodia, as soon as possible. 
Though vaccines alone won’t end the 
pandemic, they will be an extremely 
important additional tool in strength-
ening our response to Covid-19 when 
used in combination with the other 
measures we know work.

Current evidence shows that the 
existing Covid-19 vaccines are effec-
tive at stopping disease, but we still 
don’t know if they prevent people 
from becoming infected with the 
virus. This means that being vacci-
nated will stop you getting sick, but it 
may not prevent you from passing 
the virus on to others. It is also the 

case that while these new vaccines 
are very promising, no vaccine is 100 
per cent effective. So even once vac-
cines are rolled out, we must contin-
ue to practice all the other measures 
that we know work to stop Covid-19 
transmission. 

In countries with outbreaks and 
ongoing community transmission, 
maintaining physical distance, hand 
hygiene, staying home when sick, 

avoiding crowed spaces – all the 
behaviours we have been promoting 
for the last year – must be continued. 
In countries that have managed to 
suppress or even contain Covid-19 
transmission, there is still always a 
risk of future outbreaks. We must 
continue to prepare for this scenario, 
and be ready to activate a targeted 

response whenever necessary. 
and even as the number of people 

vaccinated increases, we must not let 
down our guard. We know that every-
one, everywhere is tired of the pan-
demic. but no country is safe until 
every country is safe. until the vast 
majority of every country’s popula-
tion has been vaccinated, we must 
use or be ready to use the measures 
we know are effective at slowing or 
stopping the spread of Covid-19.

We encourage people in Cambodia 
to continue listening to your local 
health authorities, and thinking 
about how the actions we take as 
individuals determine our collective 
health. Individuals and communities 
in all countries have the power to 
influence the course that this pan-
demic takes next.

There is still a lot of work to be 
done, and WHO together with part-
ners will continue working closely 
with the Cambodian government in 
the fight against Covid-19. We are all 
in this together.

The writer is WHO regional director for the 
Western Pacific

Opinion
Dr Takeshi Kasai

Covid-19 vaccines offer hope, but 
alone will not end the pandemic

Being vaccinated will stop you getting sick, but it may not prevent you from passing the virus on to others. So even once vaccines are 
rolled out, we must continue to practice all the other measures that we know work to stop Covid-19 transmission. Hean Rangsey

Individuals and communities 
in all countries have the power 

to influence the course that 
this pandemic takes next



Hong Raksmey

I
N CAMBODIA people with dis-
abilities are often invisible to 
most able-bodied people and 
when they are seen it’s often 

through a lens of victimhood that 
focuses on a presumed lack of inde-
pendence or the idea that begging 
will be their only source of income.

A Phnom Penh-based photogra-
pher and curator originally hailing 
from Portugal, Miguel Jeronimo is 
working with several artists to hold 
an exhibition showcasing people 
with disabilities’ whose lives defy 
those stereotypes.  

“The From Disability to Visibility 
exhibition is a platform to provide 
visibility and give a voice to people 
with disabilities in Cambodia to 
show that they have talent and can 
live an independent life,” he says.  

Stories abound of people with dis-
abilities who are able to survive on 
their own: A man with one leg who 
climbs palm trees to collect the sap 
to make sugar; a man with one eye 
who became a computer program-
mer and teaches kids how to use 
computers; a blind man who earned 
a bachelor’s degree in English litera-
ture; and deaf people who are tuk-
tuk drivers or kitchen staff. 

There are individuals who were 
affected by polio in their childhood 
causing paralysis and forcing them 
to use a wheelchair for the rest of 
their lives who are now NGO direc-
tors and programme coordinators. 

These courageous individuals are 
examples of people with disabilities 
who are independent and do not rely 
on others for assistance for their sur-
vival and they are featured in a new 
exhibition at The Factory in Phnom 
Penh organised by Jeronimo.

“From artists to rice farmers, from 
musicians to mechanics, from phys-
iotherapists to computer engineers, 
I’ve been meeting amazing and re-
silient individuals who’ve created a 
life for themselves and have shown 
society that they are more than their 
impairments,” says Jeronimo. 

“A beautiful case of success, for 
instance, is a young woman with 
hearing impairment who came to 
the NGO All Ears Cambodia and 
now, after being treated and receiv-
ing a hearing aid is now working to 
help other people with their hearing 
impairments,” he says.

Jeronimo has also used his photo-
graphic artwork to help raise funds 
to support people without a safety 
net during pandemic.

He tells The Post: “It’s urgent to break 
down the stereotypes that people 
with disabilities are not good enough 
to contribute to society and we hope 
with this exhibition we can show that 
there are incredible people in Cam-
bodia who overcame their limitations 
and are great at what they do.”

The idea to organise the exhibi-
tion was sparked by the Heinrich 
Boell Foundation who suggested 
that they do an art show focused on 
the topic of disability.

Jeronimo says the foundation 
works in Cambodia to promote proj-
ects related to human rights, gender 
equality and the environment.

“The disability theme is very im-
portant to focus on here considering 
that disabled people still have to deal 
with many barriers in terms of inclu-
sion and access,” Jeronimo says. 

There will be artwork from nearly 
20 artists in the exhibition – some of 
them with disabilities themselves – as 
well as able-bodied artists who want-
ed to support this issue and promote 
a message of inclusion and empower-
ment for persons with disabilities.

Some of the disability related is-
sues that are important right now 
are the development and teaching of 
Cambodian Sign Language, the need 
for more inclusion in the workplace, 
accessibility and mobility issues and 
simply the need for empathy and un-
derstanding from the rest of society.

“It has been an incredible learning 
experience for me as well, and defi-
nitely there are many great people 
in the country working every day to 
promote better and more indepen-
dent lives for people with disabili-
ties,” Jeronimo says. 

The exhibition will include people 
with both physical and mental impair-
ments and carry the important mes-
sage that not all disabilities are visible.

“We attempted to present differ-
ent views about the topic, from the 
medical to the social model of dis-
ability, as a way to promote discus-
sion about it, raise questions and 
propose solutions,” says Jeronimo. 

Several artists with disabilities 
who are quite prominent in their 
fields will also exhibit their artworks 
during the twenty-day exhibition. 
The mix-media artist Chan Phoun 
has an installation made out of 
painted bricks, while Morn Chear 
does block printing and Kim San is 
an established painter. 

After interviewing a number of 
people with disabilities, Jeronimo 
says they share a common message 
that as a society people need to stop 
closing their eyes to this issue and 
stop thinking that a person with a 
disability should just stay at home.

He says: “They are some of the stron-
gest and most inspiring people I’ve 
met, but at the same time in other ways 
they are just average people like us. 

“If given a chance they can do 
whatever an able-bodied person 
can do. It’s all about breaking down 
this preconceived idea that people 
are disabled solely by their own im-
pairments when they are not. 

“They are disabled by the society 
around them. With a more inclusive 
environment, for instance more 
ramps in buildings instead of just 
stairs – or equal access to education, 
jobs, health care and justice – they 
can really excel in their lives just like 
everybody else.”

From Disability to Visibility will 
have illustrated artworks exhibited by 
Khmer talents such as Adana Legros, 
Vodka, Ket Monnyreak, Sukunthkan-
ika and Limhay Chum & Jin.

The exhibition will also feature 
photography by Tytaart, Erick Gon-
zalez and Ten Borey, a video-in-
stallation by Mech Choulay as well 
as paintings by Mil Chankrim and 
sculptures by Bor Hak.

Krousar Thmey, an organisation 

developing education for deaf and 
blind children, has a project with 
French-Khmer photographer Rapha-
el Pech and traditional dancer Sokha 
Chim for a photo-shoot focused on 
the Apsara hand gestures doing signs 
from the Cambodian Sign Language.

AgileDG will show their Power-
wheel, an invention that attaches an 
electric wheel to a wheelchair which 
transforms it into a small motorbike.

The Embrace Project is showcasing a 
sensory wall based on the kind of tac-
tile objects they use in their rehabilita-
tion workshops that help disabled per-
sons achieve independence.

There will also be various portraits 
displayed of subjects helped by the 
NGO Exceed Worldwide with pros-
thetic limbs which make it possible 
for them to work and have an inde-
pendent life and also from the football 
programme run by ISF which provides 
opportunities for blind children to 
participate in sports. 

As a photographer who curates 
many artwork exhibitions about the 
environment, social issues and causes 
in Cambodia, Jeronimo thinks he’s 
seeing some progress being made but 
one issue that has persisted is a lack of 
information on this topic. 

“There’s not even an agreement 
on the actual number of people with 
disabilities in the country. It’s a hid-
den problem and many families still 
facing discrimination and prefer-
ring to keep their children at home 
if they were born with a disability. 

“But it’s gotten better in recent 
years, with more NGOs and the gov-
ernment paying more attention to 
the topic, but there’s still much to 
be done to make sure everyone has 
equal access to services and the right 
to live an independent life,” he says.  

Jeronimo says one good example 
of this evolution is with the use 
of technology – for instance ride-
hailing apps make life easier for a 
blind person by providing increased 
mobility, since public transport like 
buses is still quite limited.  

Jeronimo says text-to-speech apps 
and the ubiquitous use of smart-
phones allows some persons with 
disabilities to communicate easier 
and engage with social media or use 
the internet for learning purposes.

On the opening day of the exhibi-
tion there will be a small reception 
at 1pm with snacks and drinks pro-
vided NGOs with catering programs 
employing people with disabilities. 

At 2pm there will be a performance 
by the dance group Epic Arts. The 
group is made up of dancers with dif-
ferent types of disabilities and they are 
travelling from Kampot for this event. 

“We also have a live painting 
session by artist Flori Green on a 
wheelchair with a wood installation 
by Manon and the wheelchair is go-
ing to be donated to a teenage girl 
in need after the exhibition is fin-
ished,” Jeronimo says. 

He concludes by saying: “We are 
hoping many people will come for 
the opening to support the cause of 
equal rights, opportunities and ac-
cess for those with disabilities and 
also to see the artwork and dance 
performance. We hope this will serve 
to inspire discussion about social in-
clusion of people with disabilities.”

The From Disability to Visibility ex-
hibition opens February 20 at 1pm 
and runs to March 10 in the FT Gal-
lery at The Factory Phnom Penh.

Mom Phy, a rice farmer in Kampong Chhnang province, was given 
a prosthetic leg by Exceed Prosthetics & Orthotics. SUPPLIED
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Invisible artists now exhibitable

A dance performance by Epic Arts will take place at the exhibition’s opening on February 20 at 2pm. SUPPLIED

Artist Chan Phoun works on his painted bricks installation. 
SUPPLIED
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Corporate figures and members of the media joined in the festivities as Westec Media Limited celebrated its 10th anniversary on February 5. 
Held at a top Japanese restaurant in the capital, guests were treated to sumptuous dinner. One of the biggest movie distributors in Cambodia, 
Westec has played a key role in the Kingdom’s entertainment industry, distributing some 800 titles theatrically since its establishment in 2011. 

Westec Media holds 10th birthday bash 

Canadia Bank’s annual strategic workshop was held on Koh Pich on February 7, with staff and 
management gathering to discuss the financial institution’s new year business blueprint. The bank’s 
chairman Neak Okhna Dr Pung Kheav Se and CEO Raymond Sia set the agenda at the event.

Canadia Bank charts course for year ahead 

Grand China Life Insurance Plc has teamed up with Fincorp Insurance Broker Co Ltd to promote 
life insurance for the Cambodian market. Both parties entered into a distribution agreement last Thursday 
to provide the most affordable and suitable and best financial solutions for all segments of society.

Insurers team up to promote industry  
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B
ent over a century-
old machine, tu-
nisia’s sole artisan 
pipe-maker Anis 

Bouchnak carves smoking 
pipes from native briarwood, 
a craft passed down by his 
grandfather and father.

“I am proud to be the only 
pipe-maker in tunisia,” said 
the craftsman, his hands 
roughened from his trade.

“But frankly, I would have 
liked to have competition, 
because this would have mo-
tivated me to progress.”

the Bouchnak family work-
shop was established half 
a century ago in tabarka, a 
northwestern tourist town nes-
tled in verdant hills that plunge 
towards the Mediterranean.

In 1968, Anis’s grandfather 
Chedly Bouchnak travelled to 
Switzerland and brought back 
a rasp, a drill and other wood-
working tools to transform bri-
arwood into smoking pipes.

But French pipe-makers re-
fused to teach him their craft.

Determined, Chedly spied 
through the window of a work-
shop in Saint-Claude – the 
French city considered the cap-
ital of briar pipes – to learn the 
secrets of their manufacture.

Over the years, Bouchnak 
pipes have gained a certain 
renown.

But 37-year-old Anis, who 
had been living in France 
since he was a child and 
worked in the restaurant 
business, never imagined he 
would take up the mantle.

then in 2011, after the 
death of both his grandfather 
and father, he returned to tu-
nisia and decided to reopen 
the workshop.

‘Passing on the torch’
A tunisian pipe collector 

“passed on to me the passion 
for this work and showed me 
the future prospects of this 
trade,” he said.

He learnt the ropes 
from a master pipe-
maker employed by 
his grandfather, who 
died last year.

now, Bouchnak makes pipes 
in his own original style – while 

not sacrificing functionality.
He is the only producer in 

tunisia, and among the rare 
few in the region, to continue 
to make the pipes by hand.

the mountainous Kroumirie 
area in northwestern tunisia is 
known for its briar – harvest-
ed from the root of the erica 
arborea shrub, native to the 
Mediterranean basin and long 
used in French pipe factories.

Connoisseurs appreciate bri-
arwood for its heat tolerance 
and neutral smell, which allows 
the smoker to better savour the 
aromas of the tobacco.

Bouchnak said his early cus-
tomers – academics, lawyers, 
doctors and politicians – had 
made way for a clientele of col-
lectors and diplomats “looking 
for something original”.

“It’s a whole market that’s 
mine,” he said. “But it’s a bur-
den to be the only pipe-maker, 
because I’m responsible for car-
rying on this craft and passing 
the torch on to someone else.”

Bouchnak has taken on two 
apprentices and said there 
was plenty of work.

“everything I make is sold 
straightaway.”

Soul, spirit
While many tunisian ar-

tisans have suffered from 
the collapse in tourism 
due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, Bouchnak 
said he continued to 
get orders by offering 
“something other than 
the camel, the palm 
tree and the carpet”.

He said he found 
inspiration in the tin-
roofed workshop in 
a courtyard of the 
family home.

“With all these 

old machines, I have the im-
pression of going back in time 
and... of preserving the tradi-
tional way of making pipes, 
like my father and grandfather 
before me,” he said.

“For me, it’s a workshop-
cum-museum that has a soul.”

His work starts with choos-
ing a piece of briar burl – the 
blocks cut from the shrub root 
structure – from a room whose 
floor is covered by the family 
treasure: burls that have been 
drying sometimes for 20 years.

“I have enough to last me 
another 10 years” making two 
pipes a day, Bouchnak said.

the burl must first be cut, 
then boiled for 12 hours before it 
is left to dry for four to 20 years, 
its quality improving with age.

the artisan then drills the 
wood and shapes it with rasps 
and files before sanding it down.

“I could work with new ma-
chinery, it would make my job 
easier,” Bouchnak said.

“But I prefer to continue to 
work by hand, because 

there is a satisfac-
tion in doing 

something 
that comes 
from the 
spirit and 
the hands.” 
Afp 

Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Not for the first time
  6 Sound on a track?
 10 Mentions further
 14 African linguistic group
 15 Drachma replacer
 16 Chimney sweep’s grime
 17 Successfully deciphering
 20 Thumper’s target
 21 Tad
 22 In a previous time
 24 Sheet on a desk
 27 Made a heap
 28 Rasta’s smoke
 31 find new tenants
 33 Middle of summer?
 34 Live through
 36 Zero point
 38 Sky sighting
 42 One kind of panel
 43 Artificial flavor bases
 45 Sottish syllable
 48 Kind of passages
 50 purposely keep just out of reach
 51 City famous for steak
 53 Bangkok citizen
 55 Dino, for the flintstones

 56 Decide to withdraw
 58 Happy-hour perch
 61 period or comma
 66 Estrada of classic TV
 67 Small valley
 68 Quiet craft
 69 Weight room counts
 70 Bessemer process leftover
 71 Kind of territory
DOWN
  1 TV letters
  2 Nosy fish?
  3 Amazon predator
  4 Desire, so to speak
  5 Microwave, in slang
  6 Tallest NBA player, typically
  7 Warm squeeze
  8 Bit for the barker
  9 Exclamations of surprise
 10 Computer character code
 11 Creation during a phone 

conversation
 12 Bumper-car ride
 13 Mounts
 18 Ending for “capital” or “social”
 19 Least forceful, as threats

 22 Mellow, as cheese
 23 Group of criminals
 25 Hanukkah centerpiece
 26 Any of several Norse kings
 29 Moonshine vessels
 30 One on Jason’s ship
 32 Slight lead in the polls
 35 Jazzy Duke’s collaborator
 37 Anatomical nerve network
 39 90 degrees, on a compass
 40 Water lander
 41 Highlander’s tongue
 44 filming locale
 45 Burt Reynolds film
 46 Adulterated
 47 Mouser’s mint
 49 performing high-tech surgery
 52 Equine ankles
 54 Japanese prime minister
 57 Harbor vessels
 59 A single occasion
 60 Land on the Arabian Sea
 62 ___ in a day’s work
 63 Midafternoon drink, for many
 64 CD type
 65 Door opener?

“FUNNY STUFF” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution

Dying artform: Lone 
tunisian still crafting  
pipes from briarwood

Bouchnak, 37, took over the family business started by his grandfather and is the only craftsman in Tunisia - 
and one of a few in the region - to continue to make pipes by hand. Afp
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argentina fly-half benjamin 
urdapilleta set a new individual 
points record for the top 14 on 
february 13, scoring 33 in Cas-
tres’ 48-17 win over Montpellier. 

noa nakaitaci scored a hat-
trick of tries for Lyon but ended 
up on the losing side against 
racing 92 while former new 
Zealand sevens international 
ben Lam scored his first try since 
December as bordeaux-begles 
hammered Stade francais 44-6.

urdapilleta scored a try in each 
half and kicked four out of five 
conversions and five penalties 
to eclipse the 32 points scored 
by Cedric rosalen for narbonne 
in 2006-2007 and bayonne’s 
benjamin boyet in 2012-2013.

“for the record, i didn’t 
know,” he joked after the game. 
“i knew i had scored 10 points 
with my two tries, but penalties, 

conversions, i don’t keep count. 
thirty-three points is good for 
confidence, but i’ll remember 
the victory above all else.

“in the warm-up, i missed a 
few penalty kicks, but on the 
first kick in the match, i had a 
good feeling, the second one 
was the same, i asked myself: 
‘will i kick 100 per cent today?’ 
but i put the last one against 
the post, maybe i put a little 
pressure on myself.” 

filipo nakosi, rory Kock-
ott and bastien guillemin 
also crossed for Castres who 
clocked up their eighth win 
of the season. Montpellier re-
main 12th in the table.

two-time rugby World 
Cup winner Victor Vito’s La 
rochelle ended toulon’s 21-
match unbeaten run at home 
with a 29-11 victory at Stade 

Mayol. La rochelle reclaimed 
second and  moved back to 
within three points of top-of-
the table toulouse.

racing 92 are level on 
points with La rochelle as 
teddy baubigny, former ire-
land wing Simon Zebo and 
ex-france fly-half francois 
trinh-Duc scored tries in a 
34-26 home win over Lyon.

the man of the match though, 
was undoubtedly the fijian-
born france centre nakaitaci 
who crossed twice in the first 
half and again just after the hour.

Lam, who joined bordeaux 
from the Hurricanes this sea-
son, crossed as did lock Cyril 
Cazeaux, winger romain bu-
ros and Kiwi fly-half ben boti-
ca, who also kicked 22 points. 

the home team, without 
france Six nations squad mem-

bers Cameron Woki and Mat-
thieu Jalibert, dominated the 
opening quarter and led 16-3 
after Cazeaux crashed over.

bordeaux-begles led 22-6 at 
the break as botica added two 
penalties after two Joris Se-
gonds efforts for the visitors.

ten minutes into the second 
half botica crossed in style.

then substitute Jean-bap-
tiste Dubie off-loaded to Lam 
who crashed over in the left-
hand corner with less than 
20 minutes to go. it was his 
fourth try this term.

buros added a fourth try 
to rubber stamp the bonus 
point win. 

On february 12, South afri-
ca’s World Cup winner Cheslin 
Kolbe added a seventh try for 
the campaign in toulouse’s 
31-9 win over Pau. AFP

Champions League knockout 
phase to begin without crowds

Castres’ urdapilleta scores record 33 points in top 14 win

brazier, Miller-uibo set 
national indoor records 
at World athletics meet

t
HiS week the glam-
our of a match be-
tween barcelona and 
Paris Saint-germain 

heralds the dawn of the 
Champions League knockout 
phase, but the world’s most 
lucrative and compelling club 
competition returns still over-
shadowed by the coronavirus 
crisis as well as by looming 
changes to the tournament 
itself.

four years ago, when PSg 
last visited the Camp nou, 
they arrived with a 4-0 first-
leg advantage and left elimi-
nated after a 6-1 defeat on a 
night the 96,000 spectators 
present will never forget.

On february 16, neymar, 
now with the Parisians, will 
miss the return to his old home 
due to injury. the fans will be 
missing, too, yet the spectacle 
of a huge european game go-
ing ahead behind closed doors 
due to Covid-19 restrictions is 
no longer so unusual.

What is new is the extent to 
which travel bans are creat-
ing havoc and have already 
forced uefa to switch several 
ties to neutral venues.

rb Leipzig have been denied 
home advantage in their first leg 
against Liverpool on february 16 
due to a ban by german author-
ities on travellers from the uK.

that game now goes ahead 
in budapest, which will also 
host borussia Moenchengla-
dbach against Manchester 
City the following week.

Similar restrictions on trav-
ellers from britain entering 
Spain have forced atletico 
Madrid’s first leg at home to 
Chelsea to be moved 3,000 ki-
lometres to bucharest.

“a last-16 Champions League 
tie is a huge event for borussia 
Moenchengladbach, which we 
now cannot play in our own 
ground or with any fans in at-
tendance,” admitted gladbach 
CeO Stephan Schippers.

“nevertheless, we’re pleased 
that we can play the game at 
all and we are of conscious of 
the overall situation.”

it may be football in an emp-
ty stadium, often on neutral 

ground, but the Champions 
League knockout stages remain 
the absolute pinnacle of the club 
game, the theatre in which so 
many memorable matches have 
been played in recent times.

even last year’s ‘final eight’ 
behind closed doors in Lis-
bon produced bayern Mu-
nich’s stunning 8-2 mauling 
of barcelona and Manchester 
City’s shock loss to Lyon.

but this time it is impossible 
to ignore the spectre of change 
hanging over the Champions 
League, with uefa clearly pre-
pared to cede more and more 
ground to the continent’s big-
gest clubs in order to prevent 
a breakaway ‘Super League’ 
coming to fruition.

there is widespread sup-
port for plans to revamp the 
group stage from 2024, as has 
been reported across the con-
tinent in recent days.

it is understood those plans 
would see the number of clubs 
taking part in the group stage 
increase from 32 to 36, with 
teams playing 10 group games 
instead of six in a so-called 
‘Swiss system’ – one pool of 36 

teams, with nobody playing 
anyone else more than once.

teams will have to play as 
many as 19 games to win the 
trophy, compared to 13 now.

the proposals are backed by 
the european Leagues organ-
isation, which recently said 
“the so-called ‘Swiss Model’ 
is an improvement compared 
to the more radical proposals 
that emerged in 2019”, of four 
groups of eight.

Lesser of two evils?
the changes have been 

championed by Juventus 
chairman andrea agnelli in 
his role as head of the euro-
pean Club association.

“everything should be 
based on sporting merit, but 
we should remember where 
our fans of the future are. it 
is our strong view that more 
european matches are wel-
come,” agnelli said recently.

“Do we want to approach 
the future with a nostalgic or 
a progressive view,” he pon-
dered. “i think it is our duty 
to think ahead and guaran-
tee that football remains the 

best sport in the world.”
a reformed Champions 

League is, in reality, the lesser 
of two evils compared to the 
possibility of a Super League.

for despite the talk of sport-
ing merit, agnelli’s Juventus 
and europe’s other financial 
heavyweights want to en-
trench a system that guaran-
tees them access to the big-
gest competition there is.

that is already the case.
the only club from out-

side the so-called ‘big five’ 
leagues involved in this sea-
son’s last 16 is Porto, twice 
european champions and 
still the last club from outside 
those elites to win the Cham-
pions League, in 2004.

it would be a considerable 
surprise if they eliminated 
agnelli’s Juventus, for whom 
Cristiano ronaldo is still the 
leading light at age 36.

So much about the Cham-
pions League is predictable, 
but so much remains unpre-
dictable, especially as the ag-
ing ronaldo and Lionel Messi 
approach the end of their glit-
tering careers. AFP

reigning world 800m 
champion Donavan bra-
zier and 2016 Olympic 400m 
champion Shaunae Miller-
uibo cruised to victories in 
national record times febru-
ary 13 at a World athletics in-
door meet in new york.

brazier broke his american 
record to win in 1:44.21, this 
year’s world’s fastest 800 and 
.01 under his old uS mark set 
last february in new york.

“i just wanted to see what 
kind of shape i was in,” bra-
zier said. “i wasn’t going to 
push it indoors but i’m glad 
to have gotten it again.”

brazier, who finished 2.05 
seconds ahead of british run-
ner-up Jamie Webb, says he’s 
ready for the tokyo Olympics.

“i’d rather have the target 
on my back than not have it,” 
he said. “i’m going to do my 
best to defend it.”

Miller-uibo won in a baha-
mas record 50.21, breaking 
Christine amertil’s mark of 
50.34 from 2006 in Moscow 
with this year’s best time.

“i felt great,” Miller-uibo said. 
“i wish i had attacked it a little 
better from the start. i had a lot 
of energy. it was a great race.”

there were 11 national re-
cords set in all at the new bal-
ance grand Prix, contested 
without spectators due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic. it was 
moved from boston because 
its usual venue is being used 
as a vaccination site.

Oliver Hoare took the 1,500 
in an australian record 3:32.35, 
passing british runner-up Jake 
Wightman on the final curve 
to win by 2.13 seconds with 
Sam tanner third in a new 
Zealand record 3:34.72.

the old aussie mark was 
3:35.10 by Stewart McSweyn 
in 2019 while the former Kiwi 
standard was 3:35.80 by nick 
Willis in 2010, both set at bir-
mingham, england.

bryce Hoppel won the 1,000 
in an american record 2:16.27, 
.49 under the old mark by David 
torrence in 2014 at boston.

“it means everything,” 
Hoppel said. “it’s something 
you dream about as a kid. 
it feels awesome to get it. 

that’s what i was going for.”
Canada’s Marco arop was 

second in 2:17.10 with Char-
lie grice third in a british re-
cord 2:17.20.

World 200m outdoor cham-
pion noah Lyles won the 200 
in 20.80.

“it has been a while since 
i’ve run an indoor 200. the 
time wasn’t all that well,” the 
23-year-old american said. 
“i’m really strong right now 
but my speed isn’t all there.”

trayvon bromell, the 2016 
world indoor champion, won 
the 60 in 6.50 to top an all-uS 
podium.

“i’m just happy to come out 
healthy,” bromell said. “i’m 
just trying to stay focused on 
not hurting myself.”

Kayla White won the women’s 
60m in 7.15 and said, “it tells 
me i’m in really great shape.”

Wilson wins after tweak
World indoor champion Keni 

Harrison won the 60m hurdles 
in 7.82, this year’s world best 
and .07 ahead of british run-
ner-up tiffany Porter.

“i finished strong,” Harri-
son said. “Came out here and 
ran as fast as i could.”

american ajee Wilson, a 
two-time world medalist in-
doors and outdoors, won the 
800 in 2:01.79 in her first race 
in nearly a year after tweaking 
a hamstring in training.

“thankfully at the last min-
ute i was able to hop in,” she 
said. “it was a little motiva-
tion and extra boost.”

Sandi Morris, the 2018 in-
door world champion and 2016 
Olympic runner-up, won the 
pole vault by clearing 4.60m.

elle Purrier won the two-
mile in an american indoor 
record 9:10.28, smashing the 
old mark of 9:18.35 by Jenny 
Simpson in 2015 at boston.

american trey Culver won the 
high jump by clearing 2.33m 
while Canada’s Justyn Knight 
captured the men’s two mile in 
8:13.92, both 2021 world bests.

trinidad and tobago’s Jer-
eem richards won the men’s 
300 in 32.71 with Christopher 
taylor second in a Jamaican 
record 32.80. AFP

Barcelona’s forward Lionel Messi vies with Paris Saint-Germain’s defender Marquinhos (left) during the UEFA 
Champions League round of 16 second leg football match at the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona on March 8, 
2017. LLUIS GENE/AFP

Castres’s fly-half Benjamin Urdapilleta scores a try during the French 
Top 14 rugby union match between Castres and Montpellier on Saturday 
at Pierre Fabre’s stadium in Castres. FrEd SCHEIBEr/AFP



M
ANCHESTER City 
powered seven 
points clear at 
the top of the Pre-

mier League on February 13 as 
Ilkay Gundogan’s double 
inspired a 3-0 win over Totten-
ham, while Liverpool’s prob-
lems mounted after a dismal 
3-1 defeat at Leicester.

Pep Guardiola’s side stretched 
their English top-flight record 
run to 16 successive victories 
in all competitions.

They are unbeaten in their 
last 23 matches, since their 
last meeting with Spurs, and 
look odds-on to win the title 
for the third time in the last 
four seasons.

Manchester United can close 
the gap to five points if they beat 
lowly West Bromwich Albion on 
February 14, but City will still 
hold a game in hand to strength-
en their grip on top spot.

Tottenham were no match 
for the red-hot leaders on a 
freezing evening at the Etihad 
Stadium.

The 25th clash between 
old rivals Guardiola and Jose 
Mourinho was a mismatch from 
the moment Rodrigo put City 
ahead from the penalty spot.

Gundogan has been the main 
man during City’s winning 
streak and he finished off Tot-
tenham with two ruthless strikes.

Spurs have now lost five of 
their previous six matches in 
all competitions.

Amid Mourinho’s awkward 
rifts with Gareth Bale and 
Dele Alli, there is a growing 
feeling Tottenham’s season is 
spiralling out of control.

They are languishing in 
ninth place, four points 
adrift of the top four.

“A fresh team against a very 

tired team, but we hit the post 
and going 1-0 up could give us 
the fuel you need,” Mourinho 
said after Harry Kane’s early 
free-kick came back off the 
woodwork.

“A team that is not united 
would give up and would be 
punished but I saw guys giv-
ing everything.”

City went ahead in the 23rd 
minute after Pierre-Emile 
Hojbjerg tripped Gundogan 
with a trailing leg.

After Gundogan made it 

three penalty misses for City 
this season in their thrashing 
of Liverpool last weekend, 
Guardiola had hinted goal-
keeper Ederson might take 
their next one.

City’s keeper did start mov-
ing towards the Tottenham 
area for a moment after the 
challenge on Gundogan, but 
he was sent back and instead 
Rodrigo stepped up and saw 
Hugo Lloris fail to keep out 
his spot-kick.

“I admire and love the cour-

age to take it,” said Guardiola 
of the surprise choice of pen-
alty taker. “But the taker was 
not good. We were lucky.”

Gundogan struck five min-
utes after half-time as his 
close-range finish eluded 
Lloris’s weak attempted save.

The in-form German mid-
fielder wasn’t finished yet and 
in the 66th minute he sprinted 
onto Ederson’s long kick, gave 
Davinson Sanchez a subtle 
nudge and swivelled away 
from the stumbling defender 

before firing past Lloris.
However, after scoring his 

11th goal in his last 12 league 
games, Gundogan limped off 
with a concerning looking 
groin injury for Guardiola 

Liverpool lose again
After sweeping aside City 

and the rest of the league en 
route to their first title in 30 
years, Liverpool have lost 
their magic touch.

They crashed to a woeful 
defeat at Leicester after Alis-

son Becker’s latest blunder 
sparked a stunning collapse.

The calamitous nature of 
Liverpool’s late meltdown 
raises serious questions about 
their bid to qualify for next 
season’s Champions League.

Mohamed Salah had given 
the Reds the lead in the sec-
ond half at the King Power 
Stadium.

But James Maddison’s VAR-
assisted equaliser turned the 
tide when his free-kick was 
allowed to stand despite Liv-
erpool protests that Daniel 
Amartey was offside.

That was followed by a howl-
er from Liverpool keeper Alis-
son, whose miscued clearance 
was converted by Jamie Vardy.

It was another miserable 
afternoon for Alisson follow-
ing his two costly mistakes 
against City last weekend.

Harvey Barnes’s goal put the 
seal on Leicester’s comeback.

“The second goal is a mis-
understanding obviously,” 
said Liverpool boss Jurgen 
Klopp. “It is a situation where 
we should shout and I didn’t 
hear anyone shout. It is not 
that cool.”

The Reds have now managed 
just two wins from their last 10 
league games, but have been 
aided by the equally faltering 
form of those behind them.

Aston Villa didn’t help their 
chances of a top-four finish 
with a 0-0 draw at Brighton.

Dean Smith’s men were 
grateful to goalkeeper Emilia-
no Martinez just for a point as 
they edged above Tottenham 
on goal difference into eighth.

At the bottom, Burnley 
pulled 11 points clear of the 
relegation zone with a 3-0 win 
at Crystal Palace. AFP
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Man City blank Tottenham, extend 
lead as Liverpool drops to Leicester

Osaka outlasts Muguruza to reach Open quarterfinals
GUTSy Naomi Osaka saved two 
match points to outlast Garbine 
Muguruza in a tense comeback on 
February 14 and reach the Austral-
ian Open tennis quarter-finals. 

The third seed was on the verge 
of elimination at 3-5, 15-40 on her 
serve in the third set before rattling 
off four points in a row.

She then twice broke the serve of 
the two-time Grand Slam winner 
Muguruza to prevail 4-6, 6-4, 7-5 in 
one hour and 55 minutes of gripping 
action on an empty Rod Laver Arena, 
devoid of fans for the second day 
because of coronavirus restrictions. 

“I felt like I was intimidated 
because she was playing so well,” 
said Osaka, who hit 40 winners but 
made 36 unforced errors. 

“On the stressful points, I had to 
play within myself.”  

Japan’s Osaka will now have an 
all-Asian quarter-final against Tai-
wan veteran Hsieh Su-wei, who 
upset 19th seed Marketa Vondrous-

ova 6-4, 6-2 in the fourth round.
“I’m not looking forward to it, 

they are always long, tough match-
es,” said Osaka who sports a 3-1 
record over the 35-year-old, who 
earlier made history by becoming 
the oldest player to make a last-
eight debut in the Open Era.

Osaka and Muguruza, last year’s 
Australian Open runner-up, have 
five Grand Slam titles between 
them but surprisingly had never 
met on court before. 

Muguruza had been showing the 
form that saw her top-ranked in 
2017 and she proved a formidable 
challenge for Osaka, widely deemed 
a title favourite at Melbourne Park.  

A pumped-up Osaka went all out 
in an ultra-attacking start and took 
an early break as Muguruza lost 
serve for just the second time in the 
tournament. 

But a series of unforced errors 
allowed the composed Spaniard, who 
nailed 86 per cent of her first serves, 

to level the score before she took a 
decisive break in the ninth game. 

She again broke Osaka early in 
the opening game of the second 
with a superb lob winner.

But the 2019 Australian Open 
champion Osaka settled, broke back 
in the fourth game and slowly wore 
down Muguruza to level the match. 

The see-saw contest continued 
in a tense decider with Osaka una-
ble to convert a break point in the 
fourth game only to subsequently 
drop her serve and slam her rac-
quet to the ground in frustration.

After saving the match points she 
clinched gritty victory with only a 
muted celebration on an almost 
silent Rod Laver Arena.

Fake crowd noise had intermit-
tently blasted courtside during the 
match as organisers decided to 
enliven the atmosphere after fans 
were barred until at least February 
18 due to Melbourne’s snap, five-
day lockdown. AFP

Japan’s Naomi Osaka hits a return against Spain’s Garbine Muguruza during their women’s 
singles match on Day 7of the Australian Open tennis tournament in Melbourne on Sunday. 
DAviD GrAy/AFP

Tottenham Hotspur’s defender Ben Davies 
(right) vies with Manchester City’s mid-
fielder Raheem Sterling during the English 
Premier League football match at Etihad 
Stadium on Saturday. rui vieirA/POOL/AFP
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