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May Kunmakara

LOCAL and international 
business communities in 
Cambodia have reported a 
sharp surge in optimism for 
the new year as the govern-
ment prepares to begin the 
rollout of Covid-19 vaccines 
on February 10.

The Chinese government 
has pledged a donation of 
one million doses of the 
Sinopharm vaccine to Cam-
bodia at no cost. The first 
shipment of 600,000 doses 
arrived on February 7 and 
was received at Phnom Penh 
International Airport by 
Prime Minister Hun Sen 
together with Chinese 
ambassador Wang Wentian.

The jabs will be adminis-
tered to people between the 
ages of 18-59 at four desig-
nated hospitals in Phnom 
Penh from February 10, 
according to a February 8 press 
release issued by Minister of 
Health Mam Bun Heng.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president Lim 
Heng lauded the government’s 
rollout plan, stressing how 
proactive it has been in imple-
menting measures to prevent 
transmission of Covid-19.

“On behalf of the private sec-
tor, I appreciate in earnest the 
government’s efforts in bring-
ing the Covid-19 vaccine to the 
people. While we are a small 
country, we are able to secure 

a vaccine for the people.
“The vaccine rollout goes 

according to the wishes of the 
private sector from the stand-
point of Covid-19 disruption 
of business and production.

“The vaccination campaign 
will also be a key determinant 
in attracting more of the 
investors who have been hes-
itant to make a business trip 
here, and will also build inves-
tor confidence,” he said.

In Channy, president and 
group managing director of 
ACLEDA Bank Plc, said the 
arrival of the jabs would not 
only have a crucial positive 
effect on the business envi-
ronment, but will also foster 
an atmosphere of certitude 
and assurance and improve 
economic activities among 
the general public.

“I was glad to hear of the gov-
ernment’s plan to start vacci-
nating priority groups against 
Covid-19, such as journalists.

“It combines science and 
psychological insights to con-
vince the public at large to 
maintain a positive attitude 
towards the business environ-
ment, and encourage them to 
do business as usual, as well 
as travel locally,” he said.

He said the campaign will 
help alleviate Covid-19 fears 
and prompt businesses to get 
back up on their feet and grad-
ually move on, resuscitating
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Mom Kunthear

T
HE Kingdom’s Inter-Minis-
terial Committee to Combat 
Covid-19 and the working 
group overseeing logistics 

and implementation of the nation’s 
vaccination strategy have announced 
that a public vaccination campaign 
will begin from February 10.

The rollout will be done in phases 

according to the quantity of vaccines 
received over the course of the year.

Minister of Health and committee 
chairman Mam Bun Heng issued a 
press release on February 9 declar-
ing who would be eligible to receive 
the recently delivered Sinopharm 
vaccine donated by China.

High-ranking national and pro-
vincial government officials and 
their children between the ages of 

18 and 59 would be allowed to be 
vaccinated, as would all front-line 
medical specialists and professional 
journalists. Four facilities have been 
arranged as vaccination centres. 

The next groups to be allowed vac-
cinations will be expert forces of the 
Cambodian Mine Action Centre, lo-
cal authorities, community police 
and border police, to be carried out 
by the Ministry of National Defence. 

“In the experience of the health min-
istry’s vaccination programme, we 
have observed a rate of vaccine loss 
between 15 and 20 per cent, and so we 
have limited the number of volunteers 
to only 149,500 people for vaccination 
from this [first] shipment of the Sinop-
harm Covid-19 vaccine,” he said.

The ministry also plans to offi-
cially launch an online registration 
system on February 11 for individ-

uals applying to be vaccinated.
In a press conference on Febru-

ary 8, health ministry spokeswoman 
Or Vandine said the total number 
of senior government officials who 
would volunteer for vaccination had 
not yet been confirmed.

“For me, I have already thought 
about this vaccination, and I personally

Vaccination campaign begins
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Covid jab rollout a 
shot in the arm for 
business outlook

COVID-19 has been a shot in 
the arm for vaccine research 
with several viable jabs in 
production less than a year 
after the disease emerged.

Yet four in 10 Americans, 
and six in 10 French people 
say they will not get vacci-
nated against the virus, even 
if the shot is free.

We look at the history of 

vaccines over the last two 
centuries, with scepticism 
about them never far away.

1796: eureka! 
Deadly and highly conta-

gious smallpox, transmitted 
through open sores that scarred 
millions for life, ravaged popu-
lations for centuries until Eng-
lish doctor Edward Jenner 

notices that milkmaids who got 
cowpox never get smallpox. 

In 1796 he inoculates a child 
with the harmless version of the 
disease to stimulate an immune 
response. Despite repeated 
exposure, the child never falls 
ill. Vaccination is born.

1853: poxy policy 
The sma llpox vaccine 

becomes mandatory for all 
British children in 1853, but 
this provokes an immediate 
backlash. Many object for 
religious reasons or see the 
policy as infringing of indi-
vidual liberties. 

A conscience clause is add-
ed to the law in 1898 to allow 
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Vaccines: 200 years of progress, doubt

wear protection
protesters stand with a plastic cover to protect against police water cannon as they take part in a demonstration against the 
military coup in yangon on tuesday. AFP sTORY > 10



Orm Bunthoeurn

MORE than 1,200 families with 
long-standing land disputes of 
more than 20 years in Banteay 
Meanchey province have 
made lucky draws to lawful 
plots after Prime Minister Hun 
Sen allowed allocation of more 
than 300ha in Tuol Pongro 
commune’s Boeung Chungruk 
village of Malai district to put 
an end to the matter.

Hun Sen’s deputy cabinet chief 
Pankhem Bunthan, who led a 
working group to resolve the dis-
putes, said the disputes had 
gone on so long because middle-
men had cheated residents in 
the past, leading them to live on 
land owned by others. When the 
prime minister learned of the 
impasse, he appointed Bunthan 
to direct a study of the problems 
and find a solution.

“When we went there to sur-
vey the land, we found that the 
residents were living on plots 
legally owned by others. Some 
had made purchases and sales 
among themselves while some 
had illegally grabbed land to 
sustain their livelihoods. Gen-
erally speaking, the land was 
already owned,” he said.

Bunthan said having seen 
that local residents had suf-

fered difficulties on account 
of not having properly regis-
tered residences, the prime 
minister had decided to allo-
cate 300ha for them. 

“Having conducted inspec-
tions, we found that some peo-
ple experienced shortfalls in 
their livelihoods, prompting 
them to occupy land for their 
sustenance. Others have con-
structed small houses and 
requested permission to 
remain where they are living. 

“In response, the prime min-
ister allocated land for them. We 

will divide it into plots for distri-
bution among them. They will 
need to relocate and return their 
currently inhabited lands to the 
rightful owners,” he said.

Bunthan explained that a lot-
tery for the plots of land was 
held on February 7 and that the 
land to be distributed had been 
donated to the prime minister. 

“Donors gifted the land, and 
it enables us to utilise it for 
policies benefitting the resi-
dents. Therefore, the prime 
minister decided to return the 
land to those who would come 

to live on it,” he said.
Bunthan said his group had 

taken a census which deter-
mined that there were a total 
of 1,213 affected families who 
had resided for a long time on 
disputed plots, and allocations 
to them would be assessed 
according to practical realities 
of their situations.

“We will also make further 
assessments pertaining to two 
sizes of plots to be distributed. 
One type measures 30m by 50m, 
and the other is 22m by 25m. 
We will distribute the two sizes 
of parcels according to our 
evaluation of which is more 
suitable to each family,” he said.

One of the local disputants, 
Kim Sopheak, expressed 
delight at the solution, saying 
he had experienced the diffi-
culties of having been subject 
to eviction. He would now be 
able to move to a proper place 
with access to infrastructure. 

“This success is with thanks 
to Prime Minister Hun Sen 
who sent his assistants to 
assess the situation. He allows 
the people to live comfortable 
lives. The place I will live will 
have a health centre, police 
post, village office, Red Cross 
building, pagoda, gym facility, 
a pond and more,” he said.
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Orm Bunthoeurn

CaMBODIa is focusing main-
ly on reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions to meet the coun-
try’s goal of reducing its emis-
sions by 21 million tonnes 
per year in order to combat 
climate change, according 
to Ministry of Environment 
spokesman Neth Pheaktra. 

The remarks came at a con-
ference organised at the min-
istry on February 8 to give an 
update report on the prog-
ress of the Kingdom’s imple-
mentation of the uN Frame-
work Convention on Climate 
Change (uNFCCC).

He said Cambodia is ex-
tremely vulnerable to climate 
change, so adaptation mea-
sures and greenhouse gas 
emission reduction measures 
are a priority issue. If there are 
no measures to combat climate 
change, it could adversely im-
pact Cambodia’s economy. 

“The task Cambodia is fo-
cused mainly on concerns 
reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions through various 
programmes such as renew-
able energy initiatives like so-
lar power,” he said.

Pheaktra said the govern-
ment had set a goal of becom-
ing a medium-upper income 
country by 2030 and a high-
income country by 2050. 

“Cambodia is a country 
that will be greatly impacted 
by climate change and if we 
don’t have an action plan to 
adapt to the changing cir-
cumstances, this vision can-
not be achieved,” he said.

Environment ministry secre-
tary of state Tin Ponlok said in 
order to ameliorate the effects 
of climate change, they must 
deal with two important is-
sues – the first is adaptation to 
changes that are already here 
or can be considered inevitable 
at this point, and the second is 

reduction of emissions so as 
not to exacerbate the problem.  

The process of adaptation is 
focused primarily on sectors 
such as agriculture, construc-
tion, public health, tourism 
and land use. Reduction ef-
forts would focus primarily 
on the energy sector but also 
heavy industry, vehicles and 
waste management as well as 
agriculture and forestry.

“By 2030 we vow that Cam-
bodia will achieve a 40 per cent 
reduction in our greenhouse 
gas emissions relative to the 
scale of our socio-economic 
development or the equivalent 
of about 65 million tonnes of 
green house gases,” he said.

Chuop Paris, director-gen-
eral of the ministry’s General 
Department of Environmen-
tal Knowledge and Informa-
tion, said the update report 
expresses Cambodia’s com-

mitment to reducing green-
house gas emissions to a 
moderate level to prevent the 
worst case scenarios for cli-
mate change from occurring.

“according to the expected 
scenarios, if we don’t take ac-
tion now then in the year 2100 
temperatures globally will have 
risen by four to five degrees 
Celsius on average, which will 
cause more severe floods and 
storms and an unknown num-
ber of other catastrophes. 

“So, we must do our part to 
reduce global emissions to a 
moderate level so that tem-
peratures on Earth in 2100 
will not have risen by more 
than 2C on average,” he said.

Paris added that Cambodia 
has to do its best to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 
21 million tonnes a year. as part 
of that number, the agriculture 
and forestry sectors can help 

by reducing six to seven mil-
lion tonnes a year possibly.

Van Monineath, secretary-
general of the Secretariat of 
the National Council of Sus-
tainable Development, said 
the goal for greenhouse gas 
emissions for Cambodia in 
2030 is the equivalent of 79 
million tonnes of carbon di-
oxide, but right now the total 
greenhouse gas emissions 
– including the forestry sec-
tor and other land use – is 
expected to rise to 155 mil-
lion tonnes of carbon dioxide 
equivalent that year.  

“If we don’t do anything, in 
2030 we might release 155 mil-
lion tonnes of greenhouse gas 
emissions. But if we carry out 
these measures that reduce it 
and also help us adapt to cli-
mate change at the same time, 
we can lower that by up to 65 
million tonnes,” he said.

Kingdom vows to reduce emissionsPolice search
out source of 
500kg stash 
of ketamine
Voun Dara

M
INISTER of In-
terior Sar Kheng 
has instructed 
investigators to 

clearly identify the sources 
of drugs being trafficked to 
Cambodia in light of the re-
cent case where nearly 500kg 
of ketamine was found on 
Koh Poulo Wai Island in Preah 
Sihanouk province’s Koh Rong 
Samloem commune. 

Speaking at the ministry on 
February 9, he said more work 
must be done with a focus on 
identifying the international 
sources of drugs being traf-
ficked from abroad. 

“Why study this more 
now? Because now we know 
that more and more drugs 
are being trafficked through 
Cambodia because we keep 
seizing more and more of 
them. a few days ago, [the 
navy] seized nearly 500kg of 
drugs hidden on Koh Poulo 
Wai in Preah Sihanouk prov-
ince and handed them over 
to police,” he said.

Sar Kheng emphasised that 
the nearly 500kg of drugs were 
most likely not destined to be 
used in Cambodia. Rather, 
the offenders were probably 
trans-shipping them through 
Cambodia for distribution in 
nearby countries with larger 
populations such as Vietnam 
and Thailand. 

While on routine patrol on 
February 6, the naval forces 
of the Front Line Maritime 
Security Command of the Na-
tional Committee for Mari-
time Security (NCMS) discov-
ered 465kg of drugs that had 
been stashed on the island, 

according to Tea Sokha, the 
deputy navy commander and 
commander of the NCMS.

Meas Vyrith, secretary-gen-
eral of the National authority 
for Combating Drugs (NaCD), 
said: “With the nearly 500kg of 
ketamine the navy found, we 
are now examining it closely 
and looking at things like the 
methods used for packaging 
to see if this is possibly relat-
ed to any cases we’ve encoun-
tered in the past.” 

Vyrith added that rather 
than being dumped there, he 
believed the offenders had 
placed the drugs on the island 
to be retrieved later by others. 

He also pointed out that last 
year the police had arrested 
more than 20,000 suspects in 
connection with drugs. They 
had also seized more than 
three tonnes of drugs and raids 
nationwide had increased by 
six per cent in 2020 compared 
to the previous year. 

am Sam ath, deputy direc-
tor for rights group Licadho, 
said Sar Kheng’s remarks were 
merely a repeat of his previ-
ous instructions.

“The drug crackdowns of 
recent years have drawn criti-
cism because they aren’t be-
ing carried out in a proper 
manner or in accordance 
with procedure in some cas-
es. and they seem to mostly 
target poor users rather than 
the rich traffickers. 

“No matter what rank or 
position someone holds, the 
law has to be enforced and 
applied equally,” he said.

Environment ministry spokesman Neth Pheaktra during a press conference about Cambodia’s climate change 
plans in Phnom Penh on Monday. HENG CHIVOAN

Banteay Meanchey residents caught in land rows participate in a lottery 
drawing of land parcels on Sunday. BANtEAy MEANCHEy AdIMINIstrAtION

B Meanchey land plot lottery ends disputeswww.phnompenhpost.com
ChECk thE PoSt wEBSitE 
for BrEakiNg NEwS
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Thai expert named uN rapporteur
Niem Chheng

T
HaI national Vitit 
Muntarbhorn is set to 
be the replacement 
for briton rhona 

Smith when the latter com-
pletes her five-year mandate 
as uN Special rapporteur on 
Human rights in Cambodia, 
according to the uN Human 
rights Council (uNHrC).

In a letter dated february 
8, uNHrC president Nazhat 
Shameem Khan said that fol-
lowing her thorough consul-
tation with all of the relevant 
stakeholders, she decided to 
follow the first recommenda-
tion of the consultative group. 

The consultative group was 
formed to recommend candi-
dates to fill six vacancies for 
various human rights related 
offices around the world, in-
cluding Cambodia.

“for the position of Special 
rapporteur on the situation of 
Human rights in Cambodia, I 
propose for appointment Mr 
Vitit Muntarbhorn,” she wrote. 

The position has been held 
by Smith since March 2015, and 
Vitit’s takeover will be formally 
announced in March during 
the 46th session of the uNHrC.

In his application for the 
position, Vitit said he current-
ly holds some positions with 
uN-related bodies including 
membership on the Interna-
tional Labour Organisation’s 
Committee of experts on the 
application of Conventions 
and recommendations, serv-
ing on the uN Secretary Gen-
eral’s Civil Society advisory 
board on the prevention of 
sexual exploitation and also 
serving on the advisory board 
of the uN Independent ex-

pert for the study on children 
deprived of liberty. 

Vitit has been teaching in-
ternational law, human rights 
and a variety of other sub-
jects for over four decades in 
Thailand. He has also taught 
in the uK, Canada, france, Ja-
pan and South Korea. 

He is the recipient of the 
2004 uNeSCO Human rights 
education Prize and in 2018 he 
was bestowed a knighthood, 
or Kbe, for his services to in-
ternational human rights. 

Kbe stands for Knight Com-
mander of the Most excellent 
Order of the british empire. If 
Vitit was a citizen of the uK, 
he could therefore use the 
title “Sir” before his name if 
he wished, but as a citizen of 
Thailand he is instead permit-

ted to append Kbe after his 
name should he choose to.

In his application state-
ment, Vitit wrote that Cam-
bodia has made impressive 
progress on many fronts since 
the Paris Peace agreements in 
1991, noting that the country 
is a party to most of the core 
human rights treaties. 

He pointed out that Cambo-
dia has made much progress in 
socio-cultural and economic 
terms with an average of seven 
per cent GDP growth year after 
year until the Covid-19 pan-
demic. He said positive gains 
in children’s access to educa-
tion and an overall reduction 
in poverty in Cambodia should 
especially be lauded.

“Thirty years on in 2020-
2021, there are key challenges 

interconnected with the is-
sue of the quality of human 
rights implementation in the 
country in keeping with in-
ternational standards.  a key 
consideration is democrati-
sation and the call for fuller 
and more substantive enjoy-
ment of civil and political 
rights and freedoms, espe-
cially the need to ensure and 
strengthen democratic space, 
civil society participation and 
checks and balances in the 
country,” he wrote. 

His plan for helping Cam-
bodia will be based on a 
constructive, principled and 
respectful approach which 
would be both synchronised 
and strategic, he added.

Once confirmed in the posi-
tion, Vitit said he will focus on 

the impact of Covid-19 from a 
human rights perspective; ex-
pansion of democratic space 
and pluralism; and checks and 
balances in government power. 

He will also focus also on the 
concerns of vulnerable groups; 
land, environment and resourc-
es allocation and conservation; 
and the judicial system.

“It is my fervent wish to see 
the concretisation of human 
rights, democracy, peace and 
sustainable development in 
concert – in this land blessed 
with great hospitality and cul-
ture,” he wrote.

Chin Malin, vice-president of 
the Cambodian Human rights 
Committee (CHrC), said the 
government always cooper-
ates with all international bod-
ies regarding human rights. 

“No matter who [the Special 
rapporteur] is, we are pre-
pared to happily work with 
them based on  international 
principles and laws and mu-
tual respect for sovereignty, 
equality, and non-interfer-
ence into the internal affairs 
of other states,” he said.

Political analyst Lao Mong 
Hay said Vitit is a human rights 
heavyweight of global repute 
with a long list of accomplish-
ments under his belt. 

“Perhaps being a Thai 
scholar and more knowledge-
able about cultures similar to 
the Thai culture, especially 
about Khmer political culture, 
he would get better consider-
ation and cooperation from 
the Cambodian government.

“More consideration and 
increased cooperation from 
the government will be criti-
cal to the success of any uN 
special rapporteur’s mission 
in Cambodia,” he said.

Vitit Muntarbhorn will replace Rhona Smith as UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights. Jean-Marc Ferre/Un

Suspect in 
100kg drug 
case escapes 
from hospital
Nov Sivutha 

a TaSK force from the anti-
Drug Department (aDP) is pur-
suing a Chinese man who 
escaped custody when prison 
officials took him to the Khmer-
Soviet friendship Hospital for 
treatment on the night of feb-
ruary 7. The man had previ-
ously been arrested in connec-
tion with the trafficking of more 
than 100kg of drugs.  

aDP deputy director In Song 
told The Post that the 57-year-
old fugitive, He yi ri, was 
arrested on June 5 last year with 
three other Chinese suspects. 

Song said he had already 
sent the suspect’s identifica-
tion information electroni-
cally to the relevant authori-
ties, particularly those at the 
border areas. 

In a separate case on febru-
ary 5, aDP officers also 
detained two Chinese men for 
drug trafficking and seized 
10kg of methamphetamines. 

The men were arrested in 
front of a gated community on 
National road 1 in Chbar 
ampov commune of Phnom 
Penh’s Chbar ampov district. 
The arrest led to the search of a 
home in the gated community 
where the drugs were found.

One of the two men is the 
29-year-old suspected ring-
leader who had finished serv-
ing a one year prison term just 
three months ago.

www.phnompenhpost.com
cHeck tHe poSt webSite 
foR bReakiNg NewS

Nov Sivutha

THe Ministry of Culture and 
fine art has requested coop-
eration from the Minsitry of 
Cult and religion in prevent-
ing the construction or demo-
lition of temples or structures 
on potentially historic or ar-
chaeological sites. 

To this end, the culture 
ministry suggested that the 
latter instruct its municipal 
and provincial departments 
across the country to inform 
the culture ministry so that it 
can send experts for evalua-
tion before a construction or 
demolition takes place.    

In her february 4 letter to re-
ligion minister Chhit Sokhon, 
culture minister Phoeurng 
Sackona said the government 
has already issued a circular on 
the “prohibition of exploration 
and vandalising of ancient arti-
facts” instructing the ministries 
of National Defence and Inte-
rior and the apsara National 
authority (aNa) to collaborate.     

Sackona said the culture and 
religion ministries have also 
issued an inter-ministerial cir-
cular on an “absolute ban on 
all acts of vandalism leading 
to the loss, damage or trans-
formation of ancient build-
ings, paintings and artefacts 
in pagodas in Cambodia”.  

but, she said, the culture 
ministry has been receiving an-
nouncement from religion de-
partments about dismantling 
and building of new temples in 
pagodas without first inform-
ing its specialist officials. 

Culture ministry spokesman 
Long Ponnasirivath said that 
in the past both ministries 
have had good cooperation 
and that the Supreme Patri-
arch has issued an order to all 
pagodas to cooperate so that 
all of the buildings and items 
there are registered in order to 
protect the national heritage.

“as per usual the culture 
ministry just issued a letter to 
them as a reminder to cooper-
ate, and in the past the religion 
ministry has always cooperat-
ed for the most part,” he said.

religion ministry spokes-
man Seng Somony said the 
ministry had already received 
letters from the culture min-
istry regarding the request for 
cooperation. 

He said that with religious 
buildings or other buildings 
that are 50 to 100 years or more, 
the culture ministry is obligat-
ed by law to inspect any demo-
lition or construction and with 
the demolition of old buddhist 
temples there are even stricter 
procedures for approval one 
must go through.

Cooperation sought in 
historic site protection

Commission plans prison reforms 
Voun Dara

MINISTer of Interior Sar Kheng has 
established a reform Commission for 
Civil administration and Prison Officials 
to study policies and analyse the func-
tions and structure of each unit within 
the General Department of Prisons in 
preparation for amending the law.

Per Sar Kheng’s announcement of the 
commission’s establishment on febru-
ary 7, he will serve as chairman while 
ministry secretary of state Sak Setha will 
serve as deputy chairman and Leng Vy 
as permanent deputy chairman togeth-
er with 23 other members from relevant 
units within the ministry.

Sar Kheng stated that the commission 
will conduct policy research and analy-
sis of the country’s prison system ad-
ministration and evaluate measures for 
its reform. It will also be tasked with de-
termining proper procedures for organi-
sational hierarchy, equipping facilities 
and training human resources.

“The commission is assigned to review 
existing laws and regulations to amend or 
prepare new statutes to reform the minis-
try’s civil administration of the prison sys-
tem,” he said, adding that it will also be re-
sponsible for reviewing documents related 
to the reforms submitted by prison officials 
and making recommendations accordingly.

General department of prisons spokes-
man Nuth Savana said establishment of 
the commission constituted an admin-
istrative reform intended to clarify the 
ranks and relationships of units within 
the department.

“It is not viable to have some people 

with ranks higher than regulations stip-
ulate. In the original law, the general 
statute of civil servants, there is a list of 
divisions and to what ranks they are eli-
gible to qualify,” Savana said.

He said some officials had acquired 
a high rank but remained in positions 
without much responsibility which 
made it difficult for them to salute each 
other, especially during meetings.

am Sam ath, deputy director of rights 
group Licadho, viewed the reform of 
prison administration as a positive move 
to improve the efficiency of the system 
and build public trust.

“because of the shortcomings in the 

past, the ministry is making these re-
forms. It won’t be easy, but if there is a 
will for this reform, it will be possible,” he 
said, noting that this will be the first ma-
jor reform implemented by the ministry.

Sam ath said there is currently a dis-
proportionately large population of in-
mates compared with the numbers of 
prison guards and officials which unfair-
ly burdened those people with work and 
took more of their time.

Savana welcomed criticisms from civil 
society organisations and encouraged 
them to work together with ministry of-
ficials to achieve the best possible results 
from these reforms.

koh kong prison officials educate inmates about covid-19 last month. Directorate General oF Prisons
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Lay Samean 

KaMPONG Thom provincial gover-
nor Sok Lou has designated nearly 
2,000ha as social land concessions to 
distribute to veterans who lack land. 

This land distribution is for the 
purpose of improving people’s live-
lihoods by enabling them to grow 
agricultural products as a family.

Lou and his officials inspected the 
actual location of the land in Kroya 
commune’s Tra Peang russey village 
of Santuk district to divide the land 
into plots and conduct a land lottery 
for the soon-to-be-arriving veterans.

The provincial governor said he has 
prepared about 300ha of social land con-
cessions out of a total area of 1,978ha 
to be distributed in the first phase.

“We already have a social land 
concession prepared for distribu-
tion to homeless veterans. as a first 
step, we will distribute more than 
300ha to 153 families.

“We have done a lot of this work un-
der the guidance of His excellency Kun 
Kim, secretary-general of the Cambo-
dian Veteran’s association,” he said.

according to the governor, the lot-
tery draw could take place next month 
and each family would receive an 
equal size land plot. He also warned 
anyone else who is still encroaching 
on land in the area to withdraw and 
return it to the state immediately.

“In the past, we designated that 
land as a social land concession. but 
because we hadn’t yet sent anyone to 
mark out the land borders, there are 
some people and traders who contin-
ue to encroach on the land,” he said.

He emphasised that the alloca-
tion of this social land concession 

was not the first time it had ever oc-
curred. In the past, he said the state 
had often given social land con-
cessions to groups of people who 
lacked land, not just to veterans.

Sok ratha, the provincial coordi-
nator for rights group adhoc, told 
The Post that his association has 
always supported the government’s 
policy on livelihood issues and pov-
erty reduction. He considers the dis-
tribution of social land concessions 
a good thing and said the govern-
ment should work diligently to ad-
dress the needs of poor people.

“This social land concession gives 
[the veterans] real land to build 
houses and land to farm to provide 
for their families as well as partici-
pate in local development,” he said. 

However, he also urged the gov-
ernment to build infrastructure in 
the concession area as well as pro-
vide land to people in real need.

“The state should properly equip 
it with infrastructure like electricity 
and water and buildings for health 
posts and police stations because 
those are basic requirements. If they 
lack this infrastructure it will be dif-
ficult to live there. 

“We are also concerned that the 
truly poor will not receive social 
land concessions,” he said.

according to Lou, those who re-
ceive this social land concession will 
get a legal title if they come to live 
and farm on the land for five years or 
more. The social land concession is 
the legal mechanism for the transfer 
of state private land to people who 
lack land for housing and farming 
in order to improve the living stan-
dards of these citizens.

Veterans granted 2,000ha
land in Kampong Thom

Covid restrictions to limit
Nat’l Cultural Day events
Long Kimmarita

T
He government an-
nounced the organisa-
tion of the 23rd National 
Cultural Day to be held on 

March 3 under the same banner as 
last year, Youth for National Cul-
ture. Some major events relating to 
the day were cancelled, however, 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

a circular signed by Prime Minis-
ter Hun Sen described the annual 
festival as an occasion when the 
country celebrates the memory and 
merits of its forebearers who left an 
abundant and precious cultural in-
heritance for future generations. 

The celebration also seeks to instil in 
the public pride in the nation’s culture 
and traditions, particularly among the 
youth. The youth are obligated to par-
ticipate in sustainably preserving and 
protecting national cultural wealth 
and heritage and the multiculturalism 
of communities of indigenous people.

“Culture is the soul, national iden-
tity and cement for connecting rela-
tions from one person to another, 
from one community to another, 
from one country to another.

“It is a means to bring about soli-
darity, peace and harmony for the 
whole nation in line with the slogan 
‘Cambodia is a Kingdom of culture’, 
and will maintain the same theme 
as last year,” the circular said.

Hun Sen said in the letter that in 
order for the celebration to take place 
successfully in the context of Covid-19, 
the Ministry of Culture and fine art 

must coordinate with national and lo-
cal authorities as well as international 
organisations and the private sector.

“The public and all state and private 
enterprises are encouraged to raise 
flags and banners in the streets and on 
their buildings and houses from March 
1-9. Those who participate in the Na-
tional Cultural Day event should wear 
traditional clothes,” he said.

Ministry of Culture and fine arts 
spokesman Long Ponnasirivath told 
The Post on february 9 that some 
cultural day events highlighting 
Khmer culture will proceed while 
others had been suspended amid 
the ongoing Covid-19 crisis.

“every year during the youth festi-
val, high school and university stu-
dents can compete in showcasing 
their learning. They can win awards 
on cultural day from events such as 
question and answer contests. Out 
of caution, however, we have sus-
pended these events first,” he said.

Ponnasirivath also noted that 
Cambodian youth had become 
more invested in traditional cultural 
values and historical achievements 
because they had participated in 
celebrating them, and he expects 
that the festival will continue to 
raise awareness and engagement 
among future generations.

A performance marking the 22nd Cultural Day in Phnom Penh last year. spm

Senior officials volunteer for jab
Continued from page 1

volunteered for the Sinopharm 
Covid-19 vaccine, which is a pre-
cious humanitarian donation 
from the People’s republic of 
China. It’s in accordance with 
Samdech akka Moha Sena Padei 
Techo [Prime Minister] Hun 
Sen’s order to increase public 
confidence,” Vandine said.

She acknowledged that 
there is not yet a Covid-19 
vaccine that is recognised as 
100 per cent effective by the 
World Health Organisation, 
but regardless, rollout of the 
vaccine would proceed.

Meanwhile, Neang Phat – the 
defence ministry’s permanent 
secretary of state and chair-
man of the inter-ministerial 
working group – announced 
on february 9 the launch by 
the ministry’s Covid-19 Vac-
cine Group of a voluntary 
vaccination campaign for its 
senior officials and leaders of 
the royal Cambodian armed 
forces (rCaf) aged 18 to 59.

“It will start at 2pm on feb-
ruary 10 at Preah Ket Mealea 
Hospital. The ministry will 
announce later the exact date 
and location for the vaccina-
tion of military chiefs, deputy 
chiefs, soldiers stationed at 
institutions and units of the 
rCaf,” Phat said.

In a voice message via Tele-
gram on february 8, Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen confirmed that 
his five children will receive this 
Covid-19 vaccine. Some provin-
cial governors have also already 
volunteered for vaccination.

“To build confidence and be 
models for our people, mem-

bers of the government, pro-
vincial governors and min-
isters 59 years old and under 
must contribute to this first 
Covid-19 vaccination cam-
paign,” Hun Sen said.

He presented examples of 
model officials who would get 
the vaccine, including Minis-
ter of environment Say Sam 
al, Minister of education, 
youth and Sports Hang Chuon 
Naron and Minister of Posts 
and Telecommunications 
Chea Vandeth, among others.

Kampong Speu provin-
cial governor Vei Samnang 
claimed he had no fear or 
anxiety over getting the vac-
cine because he believed in 
the medical specialists who 
had worked hard to develop 
it. It’s for helping people, not 
for killing people, he said.

“We have agreed as a group 
to take the Covid-19 vaccine 
at the Khmer-Soviet friend-
ship Hospital on february 10 
at 9am. This includes all capi-

tal and provincial governors 
aged 59 and under,” he said.

Pailin provincial governor 
ban Sreymom said she had also 
volunteered to receive the vac-
cine but had not yet received 
confirmation of the date.

“I had already prepared my-
self for vaccination when it ar-
rived. I am not afraid because 
it’s for our safety. We are proud 
of the efforts of our head of 
government who is always 
thinking about us as a province 
along the border,” she said.

Separately, the Cambodian 
embassy in Vietnam warned 
all Cambodian citizens in the 
country, particularly in the 
Hanoi area, about the local re-
strictions and strict penalties 
for violations of Covid-19 pro-
cedures. Violators could face 
up to 12 years in prison and a 
fine of thousands of dollars.

as of february 9, Cambodia 
had recorded a total of 476 
Covid-19 cases with 19 patients 
remaining hospitalised.

Prime Minister Hun Sen’s three sons (from left) Hun Many, Hun Manet 
and Hun Manith will receive the Sinopharm Covid-19 vaccine. post staff
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Q What are Chief Bank’s plans for 
expansion this year?

Chief Bank foresees a positive 
economic and social environment in 
which to expand its activities in the 
coming years. 

The bank has developed a formal 
capital management framework with 
clearly defined objectives for main-
taining an appropriate level of capital 
adequacy. This ensures sufficient 
leeway for future business expansion.

A digital banking agenda is one 
of the high priorities for Chief Bank. 
We are now actively working on our 
innovative approaches by investing 
in cutting-edge solutions to digitally 
distribute our ethical financial ser-
vices to all Cambodians, and to make 
them simple, convenient and secure, 
in order to contribute to promoting 
financial inclusion in Cambodia. 

Q Can you tell us more about the 
plans for digital expansion?

With the digital-first mindset, we 
are accelerating the scaling up of the 
bank’s product and service distribu-
tions through digital channels. These 
include websites, digital apps, e-
wallets and electronic marketplaces. 

While the bank is investing heav-
ily in digital transformation, we are 
thinking differently, with our new 
product development to provide 
greater convenience to our customers 
and ensure competitive advantage.

One of our flagship developments 
is to be our micro-lending app, which 
will be available by the end of the 
year. Customers will be able to assess 
their eligibility for a loan through the 
digital banking system and be able 
to apply for a loan from the bank 
digitally.

As part of our ethical drive to help 
the Kingdom’s unbanked and under-
banked, this offers the best terms and 
conditions in Cambodia. For example, 
there is no lock-in period or penalties 
for early settlement allowing greater 
financial freedom.

We consider our customers to be 
long-term partners and pride our-
selves on being flexible, able to pro-
vide more options and alternatives.

Chief has collaborated with Wing 
(Cambodia) Specialised Bank with a 
digital partnership across the country 
to give customers greater convenience 
when repaying their loans. 

Chief Bank is also part of the 
National Bank of Cambodia’s Bakong 
payment system, which also offers 
alternative options for transactions 
such as deposits and withdrawals, as 

well as sending and receiving money 
via e-wallets. 

We have been actively working to 
further refine our existing products 
and services, and rolling out new 
products and services to satisfy our 
clients’ growing needs. 

Q Recently, the Chief Child 
Account was introduced. What 

are the objectives of this?
We have launched the Chief Child 

Account, which is designed for 
children under 18 years old but is re-
quired to be managed by their parents 
or guardians. 

A secured and guaranteed in- 
vestment project, the child account 
will benefit holders with a com-
petitively high interest rate of 3.7 
per cent per annum, and instill good 
financial habits in children for their 
future.

Chief Bank is showcasing our care 
for children, providing good oppor-
tunity for them to start learning good 
savings habits, educating them on 
the benefits of savings, and how in 
the future meeting objectives builds 
mutual trust and partnerships, which 
is the key to shared prosperity. 

Q Are there any expansion plans in 
terms of branches? 

The bank is undertaking branch 
network expansion in high potential 
areas in Phnom Penh and in the main 
provincial towns, together with a 
digital strategy and agent banking to 
complement its existing distribution 
channels. 

Currently, we have four branches 
in Phnom Penh – our Boeung Kak 
branch, Chbar Ampov branch, Olympic 
branch, and Preah Norodom branch 
– all in prime locations across Phnom 
Penh, and we are set to open at least 
another four. 

The bank has identified some main 
locations where financial supply is 
lower and demand is higher as having 
the greatest potential. 

With the expansion of the branch 
network, Chief Bank is able to offer 
holistic and end-to-end products and 
services to customers in high potential 
area in Phnom Penh and in the main 
provincial towns.  

This also supports the bank’s opera-
tions and brand recognition. Given the 
change from being a specialised bank 
to a commercial bank in 2018, the 
business concept and model of Chief 
has been transformed.

The objective of this transforma-
tion is to fast-track its expansion plans 
with minimal capital expenditure, thus 
maximising social impact delivery. 

We will continue to look at any 
location that would require a branch 
presence in order to meet customers’ 
requirements.

Q How did Chief Bank last year 
help borrowers hit by the 

effects of the Covid-19 pandemic? 
Chief Bank considers clients to 

be long-term partners as the bank 
continues to flourish. Our loan impair-
ments or restructuring increased, but 
on a very small scale within the period 
as the Covid pandemic took hold. The 
bank has had zero non-performing 
loans [NPLs] since the beginning of op-
erations in December 2013 until now. 

We have in place a comprehensive 
loan support scheme for individuals, 
corporate clients and businesses, in-
cluding bullet loan repayments, late fee 
waivers, deferred loan repayments and 
loan rollover or extension facilities. 

We have demonstrated our deter-
mination to support customers within 
the particularly vulnerable segments of 
our communities that seek help from 
all of us during this hardship and in 
line with our long-term strategy. 

We could not be prouder of the 
tremendous efforts of the bank’s staff 
members who have shown extraordi-
nary agility and resilience during this 
global crisis. What has really stood 

out for us is how their actions have 
been tempered with humanity – truly 
embodying our brand promise of being 
here for Cambodians, by Cambodians. 

Q Chief Bank places a strong 
emphasis on ethical banking. 

How has this contributed to its 
success? 

Chief Bank’s adherence to the 
highest standards in banking can be 
seen in its strict policy on risk man-
agement. This states that “Regardless 
of how good the collateral or how 
viable the credit proposal appears, 
we place integrity ahead of gains in 
long-term business strategies, and 
strictly adhere to corporate social 
responsibility”. 

We have optimised our capital base, 
and prudently managed, operated and 
increased our investment. We continue 
to place our focus on risk control and 
risk management to ensure that Chief 
Bank remains strong and stable in this 
growing industry. 

We have the right team, the right 
formula and the financial strength.

Chief Bank has seen continued 
growth in the Kingdom since begin-
ning operations in December 2013 
with initial capital of just $10 million, 
while total assets were at more than 
$151 million as of February 8 this 
year, with more than 160 members 
of staff. 

The bank has delivered years of 
solid performance, such as continued 
revenue growth and zero NPLs. Indeed, 
our loan impairments or restructuring 
increased but in very small scale, well 
below the industry average. 

Q What is behind Chief Bank going 
from strength to strength?

The key to the bank’s continuing 
success in the Kingdom is its commit-
ment to people and ethical investment, 
coupled with Chief Group’s successful 
model and decades of experience in 
major global financial hub Hong Kong. 

With our shareholders’ backgrounds 
in Hong Kong as comprehensive fi-
nancial service providers for more than 
41 years, Chief Bank inherits the fine 
tradition of doing business by embrac-
ing a customer-focused philosophy, 
with the relentless pursuit of service 
excellence. 

We are committed to being a good 
companion with our dearest customers 
on their journey towards goal achieve-
ment and wealth accumulation. 

Chief Bank is working for a better 
future for people in Cambodia – our 
valued customers, our employees and 
Cambodia’s banking industry, and 
society at large. Their success is our 
success. 

Chief ‘thinking differently’ with 
digital expansion to aid clients
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Chief Bank Cambodia CEO Soeung Morarith says its micro-lending app is part of an ‘ethical drive to help the Kingdom’s unbanked’. heng chivoan

The bank has praised its staff’s efforts during the Covid-19 pandemic. heng chivoan Chief has plans to expand its branch network. heng chivoan

With the leading 
financial institution 
set to unveil a range of 
innovative e-banking 
solutions, Ceo dr 
Soeung Morarith 
outlines its flagship 
developments, such  
as the pioneering  
micro-lending app. 
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international travel in the process.
“Economic policy does help 

those individuals and busi-
nesses impacted by Covid-19. 
The government is aware of 
which key industries to sup-
port so that they can survive 
and lend or extend their sup-
port to their beneficiaries or 
sub borrowers. Case in point, 
banks are the backbone of the 
economy,” Channy said.

Ly Virak, chairman of West-
view Cambodian Internation-
al School, noted that the King-
dom has proven to be one of 
the most effective at control-
ling the spread of the novel 
coronavirus.

As the world races to get vac-
cines into arms, he asserted that 
control of the virus’ spread has 

become a “thing of the past”.
“This is another vital mis-

sion that the Cambodian gov-
ernment must accomplish 
successfully, like it did control-
ling the virus.

“The plan can spur econom-
ic recovery, restore investor 
confidence now and in the 
future as well as improve our 
country’s image as one of the 
safest places at a time when 
the world is recovering from 
the Covid-19 pandemic, or 
during any crisis that Cambo-
dia may encounter in the 
future,” Virak said.

Anthony Galliano, group CEO 
of renowned accounting and 
auditing firm Cambodia Invest-
ment Management, said the 
government’s plan is very 
aggressive and tactically astute.

He said the government was 

not only assertively and 
proactively containing any 
potential outbreak, but also 
now expeditiously vaccinat-
ing the population.

“I believe we can finally see a 
light at the end of the tunnel – in 
that the combination of one of 
the best records in the world in 
handling the pandemic man-
agement and rapid vaccination 
of the populace can result in 
controlled opening of the bor-
ders earlier than other coun-
tries,” Galliano said.

He said the vaccine cam-
paign can facilitate invest-
ment in t he K ingdom, 
resumption of projects, par-
ticularly in real estate and 
construction, and potentially 
usher in the reopening of 
tourism in bubbles, with a 
disciplined and restrictive start.

“Cambodia has the best 
record of pandemic manage-
ment in the region and one of 
the best globally. As a conse-
quence the government has 
comparably greatly mitigated 
the adverse economic impact.

“I am confident the King-
dom’s economy will emerge 
robustly and resume strong 
economic growth, with only a 
negligible two- to three-per-
cent contraction in 2020,” Gal-
liano said.

On February 1, the prime 
minister said Cambodia is 
seeking assistance from 
friendly nations and develop-
ment partners to reserve 20 
million vaccine doses to inoc-
ulate 10 million citizens. The 
Kingdom has already received 
pledges to provide 11 million 
doses, he said.
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,000 17,000 17,060 17,000

2 GTI 3,400 3,400 3,400 3,400

3 PAS 13,680 13,700 13,700 13,520

4 PEPC 2,900 2,900 2,950 2,900

5 PPAP 11,700 11,700 11,700 11,680

6 PPSP 1,510 1,510 1,510 1,500

7 PWSA 6,180 6,080 6,280 6,000

Date: February 9, 2021

Business

Ministry unveils new quality-product logo
Thou Vireak

T
HE Ministry of Indus-
try, Science, Technol-
ogy and Innovation 
on February 8 called 

for factories, enterprises and 
cottage industries to apply for 
the soon-to-be-issued “Cam-
bodian Quality Products” la-
bels that recognise the quality 
and safety of their goods.

The ministry noted that it 
will process the applications 
from February 8 at its one-win-
dow service office located at its 
headquarters on the southwest 
corner of the Norodom boule-
vard intersection with Street 
136 in Daun Penh district’s Ph-
sar Thmei III commune.

The new label also serves to 
promote domestic products by 
improving quality and safety 
consistent with nationally rec-
ognised standards, penetrate 
the supermarket arena and 
instilling confidence in inter-
mediary distribution partners 
and consumers, it said.

The ministry added: “Make 
sure to apply early to avoid 
the rush for ‘Cambodian 
Quality Products’ labels for 
the ministry to review and 
determine whether or not to 
provide the emblem.

“[This will be] in accordance 
with procedures concerning 
printing on product packag-
ing and product circulation in 

supermarkets, and will serve 
the needs of customers and 
consumers.”

Hong Tong, director of food 
processor Thai Hong Kiet 
Fish Sauce and Soy Sauce 
Enterprise, told The Post that 
he would soon apply for the 
label for his wares.

Ministerial authentication 
of his products’ quality and 
safety will help bring his prod-
ucts to the next level, he said. 
“As I’ve gathered, ministerial 
certification of our products’ is 
paramount to aggrandise our 
products with the recognition 
of quality and safety standards 

at the top national level.”
ream Chanvanna, deputy 

director-general of the minis-
try’s General Department of 
Small and Medium Enterprises 
and Handicrafts, told The Post 
that the label will ramp up the 
development and promotion 
of industrial and handicraft 

goods across the Kingdom, 
sharpen their competitive 
edge and ensure the protection 
of public health, quality, safety, 
society and the environment.

Chanvanna, who also heads 
the Secretariat of the Com-
mission for the Certification of 
Cambodian Quality Products, 

added that applicants must 
comply with business registra-
tion rules and hold a valid op-
eration permit in accordance 
with the Law on Administra-
tion of Factory and Handicraft.

Additionally, business owners 
must obtain a certificate of con-
formity for their products at the 
Institute of Standards, as per the 
Law on Standards of Cambodia, 
and a weight and measurement 
certificate from the National 
Metrology Centre, he said.

“Once business owners re-
ceive the ‘Cambodian Quality 
Products’ labels and put them 
on their products, we hope 
their merchandise will garner 
more support and trust from 
consumers and trim product 
imports.

“Introduction of the label 
will also help increase com-
petition in the private sector 
and contribute to a reduction 
in substandard products,” 
Chanvanna said.

The department’s director-
general Hort Pheng said early 
in November that there were 
52,154 formally registered small 
and medium-sized enterprises 
as of December 31, 2019, which 
contributed $2.6 billion to eco-
nomic output that year.

but Covid-19 forced 13,690 
of them to close or suspend 
their operations. Most were 
in the cigarette, food or bev-
erage business, he said.

Vaccine rollout strategy a ‘light at the end of the tunnel’

The Ministry of Industry, Science, Technology and Innovation will soon issued the ‘Cambodian Quality Products’ label to recognise the quality and 
safety of local goods. hEAN RANGSEY

The first shipment of 600,000 doses arrived on Sunday and was 
received at Phnom Penh International Airport by Prime Minister Hun 
Sen together with Chinese ambassador Wang Wentian. hENG ChIVOAN

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,082 1.2720 6.4342 104.62 4.0480 1.3275 29.93 0.7731 1.2108 1.3782



VN agriculture, 
forest, fishery 
exports reach 
$3.49B in Jan

THE total export turnover of 
Vietnam’s agricultural, for-
estry and fisheries sector 

is estimated at $3.49 billion last 
month, up 27.1 per cent over the 
same period last year, reported 
the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development.

The export value of main agri-
cultural products was estimated 
at $1.6 billion, up 28.9 per cent; 
livestock export value was esti-
mated at $26 million, up three per 
cent; seafood export value was 
estimated at $600 million, up 19.6 
per cent; and export value of main 
forestry products was estimated 
at $1.33 billion, up 47.8 per cent.

The ministry will coordinate 
with localities to support trade in 
border provinces in order to pro-
mote the export of agricultural, 
forestry and fisheries products to 
the Chinese market.

The ministry will also continue 
to negotiate and remove trade 
barriers, open markets for Viet-
namese agricultural products 
for official export such as fruits, 
aquatic and livestock products.

In particular, the ministry is also 
implementing specific solutions 
to promote domestic consumption 
through the organisation of trade 
fairs to implement the campaign 
“Vietnamese people give priority to 
use Vietnamese goods”; promote 
and introduce key agricultural prod-
ucts, local specialities, businesses 
and cooperatives to consumers in 
big cities. VIET NAM NEWS/ANN
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Cement plants churn out 7.9M tonnes 

Lyly food inks contract with 
Kandal farmers for produce

Hin Pisei

CaMbODIa’S five cement factories pro-
duced 7.9 million tonnes of finished 
product last year, marking a seven per 
cent gain from 2019 even with myriad 
construction projects put on hold by 
Covid-19 throughout the year, accord-
ing to Cambodian Cement Manufactur-
ing association secretary-general Puth 
Chandarith.

He told The Post on february 9 that 
growth in domestic cement produc-
tion plays an increasingly important 
role in replacing imports, which are 
predominantly from Thailand, Viet-
nam and China.

“This seven per cent increase indi-
cates that demand for cement remains 
high despite the fact that Covid-19 con-
tinues to spread,” he said, adding Cam-
bodia’s cement factories are expected 
to produce even more this year, making 
a larger contribution to national eco-
nomic development.

as capital investment remains on a 
robust growth trajectory, the Kingdom’s 
cement plans can now produce up to 
10 million tonnes of cement per annum 
at full capacity, he said.

Nevertheless the spurt in domestic 
production was also partly due to glo-
bal restrictions on the movement of 
people and goods to curb the spread 
of Covid-19, he added.

Cambodia Constructors association 
general manager and secretary Chiv 
Sivpheng said that while larger con-
struction projects – typically backed by 
foreign investment – were suspended, 
smaller ones – such as the residential 
buildings more often financed by locals 
– were not.

This drove up demand last year and 
contributed to growth in the sector, he 

said. “Domestic production during the 
period increased in almost all sectors, 
including cement. GDP [gross domes-
tic product] growth, even in small 
amounts, is a positive sign for the Cam-
bodian national economy,” he said.

Sivpheng said a trend of using local 
cement products was also on the rise 
among construction projects.

He said the capital investment 
behind the major construction 
projects approved by the Ministry of 
Land Management, urban Planning 
and Construction last year report-

edly decreased slightly from 2019.
Huy Vanna, secretary-general of advi-

sory firm Housing Development asso-
ciation of Cambodia, noted that borey 
gated housing community projects 
drove a hefty chunk of last year’s growth 
in domestic cement production, as did 
a restriction on imports.

Cambodia’s five cement factories are 
operated by Chip Mong Insee Cement 
Corp, Kampot Cement Co Ltd, Cambo-
dia Cement Chakrey Ting factory Co Ltd, 
battambang Conch Cement Co Ltd and 
Thai boom roong Cement Co Ltd.

The factories have a total capital 
investment of $800 million, employ 
some 2,700 people and are able to pro-
duce eight million tonnes per year, 
Minister of Mines and energy Suy Sem 
said at the November 14, 2019 inaugu-
ration ceremony of Thai boom roong 
Cement’s plant – the Kingdom’s fifth.

Capital investment in the Kingdom’s 
construction sector in the first nine 
months of 2020 fell 9.6 per cent to 
$5.868 billion from the $6.494 billion 
logged in the same period in 2019, the 
land ministry reported.

Thou Vireak

Ly Ly food Industry Co Ltd 
(Lyly food), one of the King-
dom’s largest food producers 
and exporters, on february 8 
entered into a three-month 
purchase and sale agreement 
with a group of vegetable pro-
ducers in Kandal province to 
supply produce to dehydrate.

The pact was penned by Lyly 
food director Ing Chhivly and 
a representative of the vegeta-
ble farmers in a ceremony 
coordinated by provincial 
Department of Commerce 
director Orm bunthoeun.

Lyly food CeO Keo Mom told 
The Post on february 9 that 
under the agreement, the com-
pany would buy six tonnes of 
kabocha winter squash (Cucur-
bita maxima) and wax gourd 
(Benincasa hispida) per month.

She noted that her plant has 
the capacity to produce six 
tonnes of dried food per day and 
currently processes vegetables 
such as kabocha winter squash, 
bananas, asparagus beans 
(Vigna unguiculata) and okra 
(Abelmoschus esculentus).

“With all the demand for 
fruits and vegetables proc-
essed into dehydrated prod-
ucts, we’ll have to ink more 
contracts for produce in other 
provinces,” Mom said.

She noted that the farmers 
are based in anlong Ta Sek Leu 
village, Prek ambel commune, 
Sa’ang district.

bunthoeun said the group of 

vegetable growers is part of the 
accelerating Inclusive Markets 
for Smallholders (aIMS) 
project, which is designed to 
improve production and mar-
keting connectivity and is 
spearheaded by the ministries 
of Commerce and agriculture, 
forestry and fisheries.

He said the contract lasts 
three months and that the 
farmers’ first batch of supply 
to Lyly food would be 400kg of 
kabocha winter squash.

“The kabocha winter squash 
and wax gourd have been tri-

alled in the production of snacks 
and came out tasting quite nice, 
hence they [Lyly food] signed 
this contract, which will help 
secure a market for farmers and 
also give the company an 
amount of raw material for food 
production,” bunthoeun said.

On January 22, Lyly food 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding with Siem 
reap-based wholesaler food 
and agriculture Market (faM) 
to supply it with kabocha win-
ter squash, wax gourd, aspara-
gus beans and okra.

Lyly Food CEO Keo Mom. LYLY FOOD

Cambodia’s five cement factories produced 7.9 million tonnes of finished product last year, marking a seven per cent gain from 2019. hIN PISEI



SOUTH Korea’s largest carmak-
er Hyundai Motor and affiliate 
Kia on February 8 confirmed 
that they are “not in talks” with 
Apple over the manufacturing 
of the “Apple Car”, denying 
weeks of speculative reports.

While the crucial dealbreaker 
yet remains uncertain, market 
observers suggested that this 
latest case may deliver some 
impact on the auto group’s 
credibility when it comes to 
confidential global deals.

In their respective regulatory 
filings, the two automakers of 
Hyundai Motor Group stated 
that they are not in talks with 
Apple to build an autonomous 
electric vehicle. Though they 
are considering forming part-
nerships with foreign compa-
nies on the issue, “decisions are 
yet to be made”, officials said.

This was the first official 
comment coming from the 
two carmakers since reports 
came out regarding the Apple 
Car project early last month.

The announcement of South 
Korea’s second-largest con-
glomerate in assets came in 
the wake of Bloomberg’s report 
over the weekend that Apple 
had held talks with Hyundai 
and Kia, but recently stopped 
the related discussions.

It currently remains unclear 

whether the discussions will 
resume at a later point or 
whether the Hyundai-Apple 
talks had indeed taken place.

Some optimistic market 
observers suggested that the 
two counterparts may still find 
the possibility for partnership 
in electric vehicles, minus the 
self-driving element, citing 
that the Korean carmaker 
remains one of few capable of 
mass production in the US.

But the predominant view 
is that the “premature infor-

mation leak” is likely to have 
caused Hyundai Motor Group 
to lose some credibility down 
the road.

A think tank official refusing 
to be named said: “Given 
Apple’s confidentiality policy, 
it is likely that Apple disap-
proved of Hyundai Motor 
Group’s stance, perhaps hold-
ing it liable for the news leak.

“The auto group should bear 
in mind that this latest contro-
versy may deliver negative 
impacts to its future talks with 

global partners.”
While the overheated media 

reports and the consequent 
stock buying frenzy were seen 
as the primary dealbreaker, 
some pointed out that Apple 
may simply have chosen 
another partner either for tech-
nical or financial reasons.

Japan’s major newspaper 
Nikkei reported last week that 
Apple is in talks with at least six 
Japanese firms on the Apple Car 
project. Also counting in US 
players such as Tesla and Gen-

eral Motors, Hyundai Motor’s 
partnership with Apple might 
not have been as plausible or 
imminent as described in recent 
news reports, they claimed.

Another speculation is that 
Hyundai Motor and Kia – which 
together form the world’s fifth-
largest carmaker by sales – would 
have resented its role as a mere 
original equipment manufac-
turer for the US tech firm.

As the Korean auto group is 
gearing up to transform itself 
from conventional carmaker 
to a comprehensive future 
mobility solution provider this 
year, it is possible that the 
early-stage talks with Apple 
might have turned into a tug-
of-war for market initiative.

Meanwhile, retail investors 
are raising fierce complaints 
over the auto group’s reserved 
stance in the past month, 
pointing to what they saw as 
“lax compliance”.

Further boosting public anger 
was that high-profile insiders 
and institutional buyers have 
already dumped their shares, 
leaving the falling knife in the 
hands of retail investors.

According to the Financial 
Supervisory Service filings late 
last month, 11 vice-presidents 
and senior vice-presidents at 
Hyundai Motor sold shares 

worth 602 million won 
($538,000) from January 6 to 
January 18. January 8 was the 
day the carmaker’s stock price 
had spiked by nearly 20 per 
cent amid news of the alleged 
partnership with the US tech 
giant to make a self-driving 
electric vehicle by 2023.

The National Pension Serv-
ice, the country’s largest insti-
tutional investor, also has dis-
posed of 920,522 stocks of 
Hyundai Motor so far this year, 
lowering the carmaker’s port-
folio ratio by 1.18 percentage 
point. The estimated volume 
of the sale was around 229.67 
billion won as of the closing 
price on February 5.

An investment expert who 
refused to be named said: 
“When it comes to top-tier 
businesses such as Samsung 
Electronics and Hyundai 
Motor, investments should be 
based on tangible information 
and sustainable value.

“Not only did the initial news 
[on the Apple Car project] first 
come from unidentified sourc-
es, but also Hyundai and Kia 
have remained ambiguous on 
the issue for almost a month,” 
he added, vowing to boycott 
the automaker group’s stocks 
in the future. THE KOREA HERALD/

ASIAN NEWS NETWORK

VN province Dak 
Lak approves two 
new wind plants 
with 70MW total

THE Dak Lak provincial People’s 
Committee has granted in-principle 
investment approval to two wind 

energy project, expected to cost over 2.21 
trillion dong (US$96 million). 

Dak Lak is located in Vietnam’s Central 
Highlands region and borders northern 
Mondulkiri province’s Koh Nhek district 
in Cambodia. It boasts a range of cultures 
belonging to more than 40 ethnic minorities.

Financed by Singapore’s VNM Invest-
ments Pte Ltd, the two plants have a 
combined design capacity of 70MW, 
according to the provincial Department of 
Planning and Investment.

The 20MW-Alpha VNM plant, valued 
at 650 billion dong, will be developed in 
three communes of Ea Sol, Dlie Yang and 
Ea Hiao on an area of nearly 6.5ha.

Meanwhile, the 50MW-Beta plant will 
cover 10.9ha in eight communes of Dat 
Hieu, An Binh, Doan Ket, Thong Nhat, 
Binh Tan, Cu Bao, Ea Ngai and Ea Tul with 
a cost of 1.56 trillion dong.

With attractive investment attraction 
policies and favourable natural condi-
tions, Dak Lak has become a destination 
for many solar and wind power projects.

Businesses have to date registered to 
pump investment into 29 solar power 
projects in the province with a total ca-
pacity of 11,500MWp. Ten of the total have 
received the go-ahead from local authori-
ties with a total capacity of 960MWp.

Meanwhile, 47 wind power projects 
have registered in the locality thus far 
with a total capacity of nearly 10,000MW.

In the future, Dak Lak will strive to 
become the second solar power capital 
of the country, only after Ninh Thuan 
province, turning this place into a renew-
able energy “battery” of the Central 
Highlands, baodautu.vn reported.

According to local authorities, investors 
coming to the province would access 
transparent information and given 
enthusiastic and professional support 
because it always kept in mind how both 
businesses and localities would benefit. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Electric automaker Telsa invests 
$1.5B in Bitcoin, boosting value  
T

ESLA helped push bitcoin to 
an all-time high on February 8 
after the carmaker announced 
a $1.5 billion investment in 

the digital money and plans to accept 
the cryptocurrency from customers 
buying its electric vehicles.

The announcement comes on the 
heels of a cheeky social media em-
brace of bitcoin by iconoclastic Te-
sla CEO Elon Musk, and marks the 
latest step in the mainstreaming of 
the cryptocurrency.

Bitcoin’s value has risen by about 
50 per cent this year, but sceptics say 
it is still highly volatile and regulators 
warn it is vulnerable to illicit use.

Musk, an expert at disrupting corpo-
rate norms as well as economic struc-
tures, last week briefly changed his 
Twitter bio to simply read “#bitcoin.

He also has taken to social media 
in recent days to promote dogecoin, 
another digital money that was 
originally launched as a joke but has 
suddenly become more valuable.

In a securities filing, Tesla de-
scribed the bitcoin purchase as an 
effort to boost company liquidity.

“In January 2021, we updated our 
investment policy to provide us with 
more flexibility to further diversify 
and maximise returns on our cash,” 
Tesla said in announcing the $1.5 
billion bitcoin purchase.

As a result “we may invest a por-
tion of such cash in certain alterna-
tive reserve assets including digital 
assets, gold bullion, gold exchange-
traded funds and other assets as 
specified in the future”.

Tesla will also “begin accepting 
bitcoin as a form of payment for 
our products in the near future”, the 
company added.

Prices of bitcoin surged to $46,889.30 
at 0842 GMT on February 9.

Tesla’s move further institutiona-
lises bitcoin as an accepted means 
of value in US and global business.

In October, Paypal announced it 
would permit consumers to conduct 
transactions in cryptocurrency, while 
payments company Square said it 
would invest $50 million in bitcoin.

Just last month, asset manage-
ment giant Blackrock announced 
that two of its funds could include 
investments in bitcoin.

Still, Blackrock CEO Larry Fink has 
also expressed caution over bitcoin, 
noting it remains highly volatile.

Tesla too acknowledged in the 
SEC filing that digital assets “may 
continue to be highly volatile” and 
vulnerable to “malicious” technolo-
gy-based attacks.

During her Senate confirmation 
hearing, newly-installed Treasury Sec-
retary Janet yellen said cryptocurren-
cies are vulnerable to illicit finance.

Just 12 years old, bitcoin has seen 
a meteoric rise since March last year, 
when it stood at $5,000.

“This is probably one of the big-
gest developments for the crypto-
currency industry,” ThinkMarkets 
analyst Fawad razaqzada said of 
Tesla’s move.

“Tesla is going to be a major player 
in the auto industry and if it starts 
accepting bitcoin as a form of pay-
ment, it will give the digital currency 
further legitimacy.”

Neil Wilson, chief market analyst at 
Markets.com, said Tesla’s announce-
ment could boost bitcoin above $50,000 
owing to Musk’s influence “in shaping 
price action and moving markets”.

But said Musk’s stance on bitcoin 
raises “a real question about possible 
market manipulation” depending on 
the timing of Tesla’s bitcoin purchas-
es with his statements online.

“This may not worry a lot of inves-
tors, but some conservative types 
might be concerned,” Wilson said. 
“Tesla’s move is the kind of big cor-
porate support that bulls are latch-
ing onto – more corporate support 
equals more mainstreaming.” AFP

Tesla CEO Elon Musk is betting big on the digital currency Bitcoin with a 1.5 billion dollar investment.  AFP

Hyundai has denied a Bloomberg report that they are in negotiations with Apple to produce a car. AFP

Hyundai denies talks with Apple on rumoured car
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N
orth Korea and Iran re-
sumed cooperation on 
the development of long-
range missiles last year, 

according to a uN report that also 
confirmed Pyongyang continues to 
violate various nuclear resolutions.

the annual report, produced by an 
independent panel of uN experts, 
was submitted to the Security Coun-
cil on february 8 and seen by afP.

It said tehran denies any such mis-
sile cooperation with North Korea. 

but according to an unnamed 
member state, North Korea and 
Iran “have resumed cooperation 
on long-range missile development 
projects”, the report said. 

“this resumed cooperation is 
said to have included the transfer of 
critical parts, with the most recent 
shipment associated with this rela-
tionship taking place in 2020.”

the report’s experts monitor the 
multiple sanctions imposed on 
Pyongyang to attempt to force it 
to suspend its nuclear and ballistic 
weapons programs.

In a December 21 reply, Iran stated 
the “preliminary review of the infor-
mation provided to us by the [experts] 
indicates that false information and 
fabricated data may have been used 
in investigations and analyses.”

In their assessment of North Korea, 
the experts said Pyongyang “main-
tained and developed its nuclear 
and ballistic missile programmes, 
in violation of uN Security Council 
resolutions”.

Pyongyang last year announced 
preparation for testing and produc-
tion of new ballistic missile war-
heads and development of tactical 
nuclear weapons.

the uN report said: “It produced 
fissile material, maintained nuclear 
facilities and upgraded its ballistic 
missile infrastructure. It continued 
to seek material and technology for 
these programs from overseas.” 

the experts also investigated cases 
in which North Korea acquired ships, 
sold fishing rights and continued to 
export coal in violation of sanctions.

North Korea’s border closure due 

to the pandemic may have ham-
pered those shipments, however.

the experts also found that 
North Korea had continued to im-
port more refined petroleum than 
is allowed under its 500,000-barrel 
limit, sometimes by using “elabo-
rate subterfuge”.

the report said: “according to im-
agery, data and calculations received 
from a member state covering the 

period 1 January to 30 September, in 
2020 these illicit shipments exceed-
ed the annual aggregate 500,000-
barrel cap by several times.”

Last year, like in 2019, the uS present-
ed satellite imagery and data to show 
North Korea was surpassing its quotas.

China and russia, North Korea’s 
main supporters, have rejected the 
uS claims and say petroleum im-
ports are much smaller. AFP

uN: Iran, North Korea resumed 
missile collaboration last year

uS to rejoin uN 
rights council, 
after trump 
pullout in 2018
the uS on february 8 said it would 
“re-engage” with the uN human 
rights Council, nearly three years 
after former president Donald 
trump’s administration withdrew.

President Joe biden “has instruct-
ed the Department of State to re-en-
gage immediately and robustly with 
the uN human rights Council”, uS 
top diplomat anthony blinken said 
in a statement issued as the council 
held an organisational meeting in 
Geneva.

the move marks yet another re-
versal by biden of his predecessor’s 
policies.

trump’s administration yanked 
the country out of the 47-member 
council in June 2018, complaining 
about its “unrelenting bias” against 
Israel and “hypocrisy” of allowing 
rights-abusing nations a seat at the 
table.

the country cannot automatically 
regain membership, instead need-
ing to wait for elections towards the 
end of the year.

the uS departure left a void that 
China and others have been eager to 
fill at the council, created in 2006.

blinken said the uS would initially 
be an observer at the council and 
stressed his country still regarded it 
as a “flawed body, in need of reform 
to its agenda, membership, and fo-
cus, including its disproportionate 
focus on Israel”.

but he said the uS withdrawal 
had done nothing to foster change, 
instead it had “created a vacuum of 
uS leadership, which countries with 
authoritarian agendas have used to 
their advantage”.

he said: “to address the council’s 
deficiencies and ensure it lives up to 
its mandate, the united States must 
be at the table using the full weight 
of our diplomatic leadership.

“It is our view that the best way 
to improve the council is to engage 
with it and its members in a prin-
cipled fashion.”

Diplomats welcomed the an-
nouncement, with british ambas-
sador to the uN in Geneva Julian 
braithwaite saying the uN as a 
whole would be much stronger with 
full engagement.

before the council’s meeting, uS 
diplomat Mark Cassayre highlight-
ed the rights-focused moves taken 
by biden since he came to office on 
January 20 on racism, immigration, 
climate change, gender equality and 
gay rights.

Prior to its withdrawal, the uS 
was seen as a champion within the 
council for battling a range of rights 
abuses around the world, and Cas-
sayre hinted the country would re-
turn to this role.

he said the uS would commit to 
the “urgent” work of strengthening 
the council and defending human 
rights around the globe. 

“In the past few months alone, we 
have seen several emerging human 
rights challenges that deserve our 
immediate attention,” he said. 

the rights council’s next session 
will kick off on february 22 and last 
through March 23. Due to the pan-
demic, most participation will be 
virtual. AFP

Pyongyang in 2020 announced preparation for testing and production of new ballistic missile warheads and development of tactical 
nuclear weapons, similar to the ones pictured in the North Korean capital in October. KOREAN CENTRAL TELEVISION

Sceptics needle historic vaccine campaigns
Continued from page 1

people to opt out.

1885: Pasteur and rabies 
french scientist Louis Pasteur 

develops a rabies vaccine from a 
more benign strain of the disease. It 
appears successful when he gives it 
to a child bitten by a rabid dog. Vac-
cine sceptics however accuse Pasteur 
of trying to develop “laboratory 
rabies” to increase his profits.

1920s: TB, diphtheria, tetanus
a vaccine against typhoid is devel-

oped at the end of the 19th century, 
followed by several crucial shots in 
the 1920s: the 1921 bacille Calmette-
Guerin (bCG) vaccine against tuber-
culosis and shots against diphtheria 
in 1923, tetanus in 1926 and whoop-
ing cough in 1926.

It is also in the 1920s that aluminium-
containing agents are first used in vac-
cines to increase their efficiency – an 
ingredient that will spark vaccine scep-
ticism later on, especially in france.

1944: Flu vaccine 
the first vaccine campaign against 

the seasonal flu targets uS soldiers 
fighting in europe in 1944-1945, with 

a new shot developed each year.
In the 1950s, when polio vaccina-

tion was a uS government priority, 
megastar elvis Presley lent himself to 
the cause, getting the shot live on the 
primetime Ed Sullivan Show.

In the 1970s a uS inoculation cam-
paign against a supposedly devastat-
ing strain of swine flu grounds to a 
halt, however, when the pandemic 
fails to materialise and some 450 of 
those vaccinated unnecessarily devel-

op Guillain-barre syndrome which 
can cause paralysis. the incident con-
tinues to fuel vaccine scepticism.

1980: Smallpox wiped out
the last natural case of smallpox is 

diagnosed in Somalia on october 26, 
1977 and the World health organisa-
tion (Who) declares the illness offi-
cially eradicated in 1989 thanks to a 
global vaccination campaign.

a similar campaign to eradicate polio 

has been hugely successful, wiping it 
out in africa. the disease lingers on in 
Pakistan and afghanistan because 
some religious leaders claim the shot 
is a plot to sterilise Muslim children.

1998: Fake study, real damage 
In 1998 a study published in the 

prestigious Lancet medical journal 
suggests a link between the MMr 
(measles, mumps and rubella) vac-
cine and autism.

the main plank of it, however, had 
been falsified by its author andrew 
Wakefield who was later barred from 
the profession. yet the debunked 
study is still cited by “anti-vaxers”.

2009: H1N1 debacle
In 2009 an h1N1 – or swine flu – 

outbreak sets off alarm bells around 
the world. although related to the 
infamous 1918 flu strain, the virus 
turns out to be far less consequential, 
killing just 18,500 people.

the waste from millions of unused 
vaccines prompts criticism of the 
Who’s handling of the outbreak.

In addition, Sweden, where more 
than 60 per cent of the population were 
vaccinated, was traumatised when hun-
dreds of people who got the jab were 
later diagnosed with narcolepsy. AFP

A health worker prepares a dose of the Pfizer-BioNtech Covid-19 vaccine at Clalit 
Health Services, in Israel’s Mediterranean coastal city of Tel Aviv, on January 23. AFP
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Vietnam has completed the first phase 
of the human trials of nano Covax, a 
locally made Covid-19 vaccine, tested 
on 60 volunteers, the Vietnam military 
medical university said on february 8.

the last 22 volunteers received the 
second shots, with two receiving the 50-
microgramme (mcg) dose, and 20 get-
ting the 75mcg dose.

in all, 120 shots – two for each volun-
teer – were given in this phase.

experts from the university said nano 
Covax has proven safe and effective 
against the SarS-CoV-2 coronavirus – 
the pathogen that causes Covid-19, even 
its new variant first reported by the uK 
health authorities, which is deemed more 
contagious but does not necessarily cause 
more severe disease in those infected.

most of the volunteers are in stable 
conditions after vaccination. Only few 
had light injection site pain and fever 
that disappeared after one to two days.

after tet (Lunar new year) holiday 
ends next week, the ministry of Health’s 
national Committee for ethics in bio-
medical research will start evaluating 
the initial results of vaccine trial.

the objective of the first phase is to 
evaluate the safety of the vaccine, devel-
oped and manufactured by Ho Chi minh 
City-based nanogen Pharmaceutical 
biotechnology JSC.

nearly 400 people have registered for 
the second phase that is expected to last 
for six months, during which 560 volun-

teers will be injected with the vaccine.
the Vietnam military medical univer-

sity will continue to administer the sec-
ond phase trial, with the help of the Ha-
noi-based national institute of Hygiene 
and epidemiology and Ho Chi minh City 
Pasteur institute.

the third phase will see the involve-
ment of more than 10,000 volunteers – 
including several countries in asia where 
there is widespread community corona-
virus transmission. the third phase will 
begin when the second phase is halfway 

through, which puts the possible date at 
around august.

if the results are good, Vietnam would 
administer the vaccine to the public ear-
ly next year.

nano Covax is the first Vietnam-made 
Covid-19 vaccine to enter human trials 
starting from December 17. the vaccine 
can be kept at normal refrigerator tem-
peratures (2-8 degrees Celsius).

three other vaccine candidates are 
also being developed. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

myanmar protesters defy junta warnings

Vn-made vaccine effective against uK 
coronavirus variant, initial results show

‘malaysia remains 
alluring investment 
destination in asia’

a
nti-COuP protesters defied 
warnings from myanmar’s 
generals and rallied on feb-
ruary 9 for a fourth straight 

day, after the military imposed a ban 
on gatherings at flashpoint sites.

Junta chief General min aung 
Hlaing made a televised speech on 
february 8 evening to justify seizing 
power, while a military statement 
made clear action would soon be 
taken against the protesters.

the military banned gatherings of 
more than five people in parts of yan-
gon, the nation’s commercial capital, 
and other areas across the country 
where major rallies had erupted over 
the weekend and on february 8.

those rallies had seen hundreds 
of thousands of people take to the 
streets.

On february 9 morning, fresh pro-
tests emerged in various parts of yan-
gon, including near the headquarters 
of the national League for Democra-
cy (nLD), the party of deposed leader 
aung San Suu Kyi, who the military 
detained on day one of the coup.

the protesters carried anti-coup 
placards including “We want our 
leader”, in reference to Suu Kyi, and 
“no dictatorship”.

in San Chaung township – where 
large gatherings were specifically 
banned – scores of teachers marched 
on the main road, waving a defiant 
three-finger salute that has become 
the trademark sign of the protesters.

teacher thein Win Soe said: “We 
are not worried about their warning. 
that’s why we came out today. We 
cannot accept their excuse of vote 
fraud. We do not want any military 
dictatorship.”

in his televised address, his first 
since the coup, min aung Hlaing in-
sisted the seizure of power was justi-
fied because of “voter fraud”.

the nLD won last november’s na-
tional elections by a landslide but 
the military never accepted the le-

gitimacy of the vote.
Shortly after the coup, the mili-

tary announced a one-year state of 
emergency and promised to then 
hold fresh elections.

min aung Hlaing on february 8 
insisted the military would abide by 
its promises. He also declared that 
things would be “different” from 
the army’s previous 49-year reign, 
which ended in 2011.

He said: “after the tasks of the 
emergency period are completed, 
free and fair multi-party general 
elections will be held according to 
the constitution.

“the winning party will be trans-
ferred state duty according to dem-
ocratic standards.”

but those pledges were accompa-
nied by threats.

in the face of the increasingly bold 
wave of defiance, the military released 
a statement on state broadcaster 
mrtV on february 8 warning that op-
position to the junta was unlawful.

“action must be taken according to 
the law with effective steps against 
offences which disturb, prevent and 
destroy the state’s stability, public 
safety and the rule of law,” said the 
statement read by an announcer on 

mrtV.
the uS has led global calls for the 

generals to relinquish power, and 
issued a fresh statement on febru-
ary 8 following the junta’s warnings 
against the protesters.

“We stand with the people of 
burma and support their right to 
assemble peacefully, including to 
protest peacefully in support of 
the democratically elected govern-
ment,” uS Department of State 
spokesman ned Price said february 
8, using myanmar’s former name.

Price also said uS requests to 
speak to Suu Kyi were denied.

Pope francis on february 8 called 
for the prompt release of impris-
oned political leaders.

He told a gathering of diplomats: 
“the path to democracy undertaken 
in recent years was brusquely inter-
rupted by last week’s coup d’etat.

“this has led to the imprisonment 
of different political leaders, who i 
hope will be promptly released as a 
sign of encouragement for a sincere 
dialogue.”

the un Human rights Council 
said it would hold a relatively rare 
special session on february 12 to 
discuss the crisis. AFP

maLaySia continues to be 
the investment destination 
for high-value manufactur-
ing and global services in 
asia, the malaysian invest-
ment Development authority 
(mida) said.

the country remains an 
attractive investment des-
tination with a favourable 
environment including the 
availability of excellent infra-
structure, telecommunica-
tion services, financial and 
banking services, supporting 
industries, skills and trainable 
workforce, as well market op-
portunities offered through 
the 16 free trade agreements 
that it has signed.

mida has refuted a recent 
report by a Singapore daily 
regarding foreign investors 
fleeing malaysia, saying it is 
incorrect.

“the piece falsely indi-
cates that the united nations 
Commission on trade and 
Development [unCtaD] 
report confirmed what has 
been spoken of anecdotally,” 
it said in a statement on feb-
ruary 8.

mida stated that it has iden-
tified 240 high-profile foreign 
investment projects includ-
ing fortune 500 companies 
in the manufacturing and 
services sectors, with a com-
bined potential investment 
value of 81.9 billion ringgit 
($20 billion).

“Presently, mida has also 
received 47.7 billion ringgit 
worth of potential invest-
ments into the country. these 
projects, once approved, are 
expected to be implemented 
within 2021 to 2022,” it said. 

Citing the Department of 
Statistics malaysia, it said 
the total gross foreign direct 
investment (fDi) inflow to 
the country for the period of 
January-September last year 
was valued at 108.2 billion 
ringgit compared with 102.3 
billion ringgit in the same 
period in 2019, an increase of 
5.8 per cent.

“this is a considerable 
achievement given the move-
ment control order [mCO] 
and recovery mCO in the sec-
ond and third quarter of last 
year, respectively.” BERNAMA

Protesters face off with police standing guard on a road during a demostration against the military coup in Naypyidaw on Monday. STR/AFP

A volunteer is given a dose of Nano Covax on December 17. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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Opinion

T
He Leaders’ Summit of China 
and Central and eastern euro-
pean Countries was held 
online on february 9. The 9th 

summit was originally scheduled to be 
held in beijing in 2020 but was deferred 
due to the novel coronavirus pandemic.

The past summits have yielded fruit-
ful results in various fields, with the 
most important being the promotion 
the upgrading of the “17+1” (17 Central 
and eastern european countries plus 
China) framework cooperation.

Central and eastern europe is a 
new economic region that evolved 
from the former geographical region 
of eastern europe, which had a total 
of 13 countries in 2006. The relation-
ship between China and the Cee 
countries can be divided into two 
stages: the pre-2012 period for 
repairing ties and establishing princi-
ples, and the post-2012 period for 
promoting comprehensive and in-
depth development of overall China-
CeeC as well as bilateral relations.

During the turbulent 1990-94 peri-
od of socio-political upheaval and 
national restructuring in Central and 
eastern europe, China’s relations 
with the Cee countries needed to be 
restored and improved.

after former Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin visited Hungary in 1995 and 
former president Hu Jintao visited 
Poland, Hungary and romania in 
2004, China and the Cee countries 
agreed on the principles for develop-
ing all-round cooperation in various 
fields on the basis of equality, mutual 
benefit and win-win results. Guided by 
these principles, bilateral relations 
between China and Cee countries 
have made considerable progress. but 
China’s ties with the Cee countries 
were basically on bilateral levels before 
2012 and there was no framework for 
overall cooperation between China 
and the Cee countries as a whole.

In april 2012, the first Leaders’ 
Summit of China and Central and 
eastern european Countries was held 
in Poland, which established the 
“16+1” cooperation framework. 
under this framework, the Cee coun-
tries not only came under one 
umbrella but also their geographical 
area was extended with the inclusion 
of estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, 
which were earlier part of the Soviet 
union. all bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation between China and the 
Cee countries is now carried out 
under this framework.

Since the 5th China-CeeC summit in 

Latvia in November 2016, the eu, aus-
tria, Switzerland, Greece, belarus and 
the european bank for reconstruction 
and Development, in addition to Chi-
na and original 16 Cee countries, have 
attended the meeting as observers, 
extending the China-CeeC coopera-
tion mechanism to other areas.

and after Greece officially joined the 
China-CeeC cooperation platform at 
the 8th leaders’ summit in Croatia in 
2019, the “16+1” framework became 
“17+1”, extending the platform to 
deeper into Southern europe.

Thanks to the constant upgrading 
of the cooperative framework, the 
scope of China-Cee cooperation has 
been expanding. Twelve of the 17 
Cee countries are also eu members, 
and Serbia, bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Northern Macedonia, albania and 
Montenegro could soon join the 
european economic bloc. but since 
these countries may be worried 
about their eu membership and eu 
rules when dealing with China, their 

cooperation with China could be 
affected to some extent.

In fact, China-CeeC cooperation is 
showing less and less Central and 
eastern european features, and more 
and more features distinctive to 
europe. The eu has participated in 
the “17+1” cooperative framework as 
an observer, and at the end of 
December, China and the eu 
wrapped up the negotiations on the 
Comprehensive agreement on 
Investment after seven years.

Given the major changes in the 
scope, degree and modalities of coop-
eration, China and the Cee countries 
need to revise and upgrade the coop-
eration principles to meet the 
demands of the new situation. The 
fact that China is the first country to 
recover from the pandemic and has 
wrapped up the China-eu investment 
agreement negotiations has dealt a 
blow to unilateralism and trade pro-
tectionism which the Donald Trump 
administration resorted to creating 

the right conditions for upgrading the 
China-CeeC cooperation framework.

Hopefully, China will deepen its 
connection with europe through a 
revised and upgraded China-CeeC 
cooperation framework, and the 
world as a whole through the belt and 
road Initiative, so as to promote free 
trade, boost development, maintain 
world peace and build a community 
with a shared future for mankind.

yet we should not forget that Cen-
tral and eastern europe is a region 
with diversities, differences and com-
plex internal and external relations. 
Heavily influenced by the european 
and american values and norms, 
some Cee countries prefer to side 
with the uS when push comes to 
shoves. Which makes it all the more 
important to urgently upgrade the 
China-CeeC cooperation framework. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The author is a professor at the School of 
International Studies, Peking University

Opinion
Kong Hanbing

Time for China to upgrade  
cooperation with CEE nations

The relationship between China and the CEE countries can be divided into two stages: the pre-2012 period for repairing ties and estab-
lishing principles, and the post-2012 period for promoting comprehensive and in-depth development of overall China-CEEC as well as 
bilateral relations. CHINA DAILY
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South africa’s 
wine industry 
reeling from 
alcohol bans
D

rinkerS in South 
africa may cheer 
the government’s 
decision to lift the 

latest bar on alcohol sales, 
but the wine sector fears the 
move has come too late to 
save thousands of jobs.

The key industry has been 
badly hit by a string of booze 
bans, imposed to ease the 
number of trauma cases in 
hospitals burdened by coro-
navirus patients.

The third such restriction, 
imposed on December 28 as 
South africa struggled with a 
second Covid wave, was lifted 
on Monday.

but the announcement will 
do little to raise morale.

“Wine businesses have not 
been able to earn any income 
from local wine sales for a to-
tal of 20 weeks since March 
2020,” said rico basson, head 
of Vin Pro, representing 2,500 
producers and other stake-
holders in the wine industry.

The sector has now lost 
more than eight billion rand 
($530 million) in direct sales, 
threatening the livelihoods 
of 27,000 people, he said in a 
statement.

“While we are glad that 

businesses can once again 
earn much-needed revenue, 
a long and difficult road to 
recovery lies ahead for wine-
related businesses,” he said.

“it is even too late for some 
businesses.”

Awash with wine
The slowdown in wine 

consumption has left many 
producers with a storage 
headache.

The country is awash with 
more than 300 million litres 
of surplus wine at a time 
when workers are already in 
the fields to pick the current 
harvest.

Many vineyards lack the 
space for the grapes or the 
money to harvest, bottle and 
label for the 2021 season.

“Most sellers don’t have lots 
of space capacity in terms of 
tanks. and with the harvest 
starting now those tanks need 
to be ready to receive the 2021 
harvest,” said Gerard Holden, 
owner of Holden Manz wine.

“you’re in a Catch-22,” he said.
“Do i throw those wines 

away and make a loss on 
them? Or do i just cut the 
grapes that are growing at the 
moment to the floor and let 

them rot on the floor and not 
have a 2021 harvest? People 
are having to make incredibly 
difficult decisions right now.”

Many wine producers are 
struggling financially and 
some are in a fragile mental 
state, he said.

The wine industry employs 
269,000 people and contrib-
utes nearly 55 billion rand to 
the country’s economy, es-
pecially in the Western Cape 
province, according to Vin Pro. 
it calculates that on average, 
one worker has six dependents.

according Maryna Calow, 
communications manager 
for Wines of South africa, the 
surplus will lead to a price 

slump as desperate produc-
ers offload stock.

Over the next six to 18 
months, up to 80 wine cellars 
and 350 primary producers 
will close, she fears.

“We’re going to see a bunch 
of our wineries not necessari-
ly closing their doors but sell-
ing on, to either international 
investors or selling to a larger 
organisation,” she predicted.

Exports hit
The initial ban in March 

last year even covered exports 
abroad, where South african 
wines have built a reputation 
for quality and value for mon-
ey. Wines from other coun-

tries have quickly moved to 
fill the gap.

“One of our big issues in the 
beginning was when govern-
ment blocked exports last 
year,” said Carolyn Martin, 
co-owner of Creation Wines.

“That created a massive 
backlog in the harbour and 
what that did was it totally 
compromised all our [mar-
ket] listings overseas.”

Many wine farms had 
hoped to recover lost rev-
enue with the festive season, 
but that opportunity has now 
been lost, and some fear an-
other ban is in the offing.

“everyone is speaking about 
a third wave already. So how 

do we prepare for that? We 
can’t really prepare if they just 
cut you off at the throat on 
Sunday night,” said Lieza van 
der Merwe, marketing man-
ager of Merwida Wines.

“it puts you in an uncomfort-
able position because i don’t 
think the alcohol ban situation 
is over just yet. it’s impossible 
to predict what’s coming.”

Vin Pro has filed a lawsuit 
that would give the Western 
Cape some controls over al-
cohol consumption in the 
province, thus giving some 
relief to producers.

Similar action will follow in 
other provinces eventually, it 
said. AFP

Paris Opera to seek new talent with diversity drive
THe Paris Opera vowed an overhaul of 
its recruiting practices on Monday as it 
launched a drive towards greater diver-
sity in the heart of its elite ballet com-
pany, orchestra and dance school.

The issue has already sparked fierce 
debate in france with right-wingers 
accusing the Opera’s new director-
general alexander neef of bringing 
american-style culture wars into the 
cloistered world of its arts scene.

but with black Lives Matter protests 
roiling france, and deepening debate 
over its colonial legacy, neef remains 
unrepentant about the need for great-
er diversity, and in an online press con-
ference on Monday, vowed a shake-up 
of the 350-year-old institution.

a new report by historian Pap 
ndiaye and rights advocate Con-
stance riviere set out recommenda-
tions including an active effort to 
send recruiters out into the world in 
search of new talent, rather than rely-
ing on dancers coming to them.

“The objective is not that the school 
recruits less talented students to meet 
diversity objectives, but to search for 
great students wherever they can be 
found,” the authors said, calling for 
decentralised exams in towns across 
france and its overseas territories.

They said attention was needed on 
the sensitive question of “anatomical 
criteria” in the selection process – to 
move beyond “old and tenacious 

ideas” about black bodies as some-
how ill-suited to classical dance.

it also touched on the tradition of 
“ballet blanc” (white ballet) – scenes 
in which dancers all appear in white 
tutus. black dancers have at times 
been expressly excluded, despite 
ndiaye pointing out there was never 
any reference to skin colour when 
they were originally designed.

‘Not the conclusion’
Paris Opera will appoint a dedicated 

“diversity and inclusion officer”, neef 

said, following the lead of new york’s 
Metropolitan Opera which named its 
first person to that role last month.

a consulting body of experts from 
inside and outside the Opera will also 
look at what these issues mean for its 
repertoire.

in 2015, the Opera’s ballet director 
benjamin Millepied met resistance after 
he ended the use of blackface for La 
Bayadere and renamed its Danse des 
Negrillons (The Dance of the Little 
Negroes) as (The Dance of the Children).”

neef himself made waves recently 

when he told Le Monde newspaper 
that “some works will no doubt dis-
appear from the repertoire”.

There was a typical outcry as politi-
cians leapt on the suggestion that audi-
ence favourites such as Swan Lake and 
The Nutcracker might face the chop, 
even though the Opera made it clear 
that there has “never been any question 
of dropping (rudolph) nureyev’s works” 
– a point reiterated by neef on Monday.

far-right leader Marine Le Pen has 
nonetheless slammed what she called 
“anti-racism gone mad”.

and Le Monde’s editor-in-chief 
Michel Guerrin warned that france 
was “slowly going down the american 
road, consisting of the runaway self-
censorship of artists and program-
mers in order to avoid trouble”.

neef said on Monday that there 
were no plans to “rewrite the librettos”, 
but that broader change was vital.

“The Opera’s engagement on diversity 
is necessary, more than ever,” he said.

“This report is not the conclusion of 
a process, but the start. it is something 
that will live with us for years.” AFP

The South African wine industry has been hit hard by bans of alcohol sales during various Covid-19 lockdowns, resulting in many producers going 
out of business. AFP

In this file photo taken on January 30, last year, Paris Opera dancers perform at the Palais Garnier during a dress rehearsal of Giselle. AFP/LioneL BonAVenTURe
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Tiny houses: Turkish tourism thinks small
G

izem baburhan stepped into 
a tiny house on wheels she 
rented in the aegean vineyards 
and saw the future of Turkey’s 

coronavirus-ravaged tourism industry.
“This minimalist life offered us price-

less peace,” said baburhan. “i hope in the 
future, we will own a tiny house and tour 
the world with a home on our backs.”

The tiny house movement – a fad 
that gained momentum in the uS in 
the wake of the 2008 global financial 
crisis – appears to have caught on in 
Turkey during the pandemic.

The unimposing wood and composite 
metal structures resemble spruced-up sheds 
on wheels or sawn-off trailer homes.

yet the Turkish firms that make them 
say they have barely been able to keep 
up with demand in the past year.

yaKO Groups CeO Galip Olmez said he 
received only “sporadic orders” after in-
troducing the concept to Turkey in 2017.

“if we compare 2020 with the previ-
ous year, the orders have increased 20 
fold,” Olmez said without disclosing 
precise numbers.

architect Pelin Dustegor said most of 
her Casa Lokomotif tiny house compa-
ny’s clients were “from the tourism in-
dustry looking for camping concepts”.

“We had just under 250 orders in 
all of 2019 and this shot up to 4,500 a 
month in 2020,” Dustegor said. “There 
has been tremendous interest.”

Fear of hotels
Turkey is perhaps best known to glob-

al tourists as the place of golden beach-
es and all-inclusive luxury hotels.

but the economic shock of the pan-
demic and suspicions that people will 
shy away from crowds for years to 
come have some Turkish tourism firms 
revising their plans.

Dustegor said the tiny houses’ pop-
ularity with tourism companies was 
rooted in their low investment cost 
and the potential to turn a profit with-
in three and a half years.

it is easier and far less risky to invest 
in a scattering of little mobile homes 
than it is to maintain or build a hotel.

The houses can also be parked on lands 
without a building permit because they 
have the status of a vehicle in Turkey.

Dustegor said people between their late 
30s and early 40s also tended to buy them 
as an investment then rent them out.

“i can easily see more camping sta-
tions and tiny house resorts opening in 
the future,” said Dustegor.

Caglar Gokgun rents out the tiny 
house he bought and parked in the mid-
dle of a vineyard on the aegean Sea.

“People will want to stay in nature in 
small groups rather than at a 500-per-
son hotel,” Gokgun predicted.

“No one will want to wait in the 
queue for an open buffet.”

‘Alice in Wonderland’ 
baburhan said the New year holiday 

she spent with her husband at Gok-
gun’s vineyard home was like being in 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland.

“We didn’t know what to expect at 
first,” she admitted.

“but we found ourselves in a tiny, ful-
ly-fledged house in the heart of a won-
derful vineyard. We quickly got used to 
the house and felt like we have been 
living there for years.”

Olmez said his firm produces homes 
ranging from 15-40sqm – about the 
size of a small studio or a hotel room.

Their prices range from $17,000 (125,000 
lira) to $30,000. it is hard to buy a small 
house in istanbul for less than $70,000.

Clients who want to put down a tiny 
house on land they already own are 
responsible for hooking up the wa-
ter and electricity while the company 
builds the home and takes care of the 
furnishing and design.

“We see tiny houses as the future of 
tourism in Turkey,” Olmez said in his 
tiny house showroom on the outskirts 
of istanbul.

Demand for his homes is also grow-
ing in places such as Dubai, he added.

‘Return to their roots’
The architect Dustegor enjoys spend-

ing a couple of days a week in her own 
home overlooking the marmara Sea 
about 100km from istanbul.

“This garden here is actually my liv-
ing room,” she said as a cock crowed in 
her garden.

“you observe insects, flowers blossom-
ing and seasons. This is a journey to your-
self, you purify yourself from extravagance.”

Olmez said a year of lockdowns has 
prompted many to reassess the benefit 
of spending time in concrete apart-
ment blocks.

“Humanity has begun to return to its 
roots,” said Olmez as two young wom-
en checked out a cabin on wheels in 
his showroom.

“People should not be scared of min-
imalism. it does not shrink life but lib-
erates it.” afp

Tune change: Serbia artist turns weapons into instruments
every week, Serbian sculptor Nikola 
macura wanders through a messy 
military junkyard in search of sounds.

Picking through discarded rifles, 
helmets and missiles, he taps, blows 
and raps his knuckles on the decom-
missioned weapons to find pieces he 
can bring back to his studio and turn 
into musical instruments.

The 42-year-old is trying to trans-
form these former tools of destruction 
into vessels of creation, in a region 
that still bears scars from the 1990s 
wars that unravelled yugoslavia.

He has already successfully con-
verted a bazooka and an army gas 
bucket into a cello, created a guitar 
out of a zastava m70 rifle and a yugo-
slav army helmet, and assembled a 
violin from an assault rifle magazine 
and a first aid kit, among others.

“Guns are all around us. We are so 
surrounded with destruction that we 
no longer notice it”, said macura, an 
assistant professor at Novi Sad acad-
emy of arts in Serbia’s north.

There is a vast supply of material to 
work with – since the wars, depots 
selling decommissioned army equip-
ment for pennies have become a 

common sight around the country.
These graveyards overflow with 

deactivated guns, bombs and gas 
masks, as well as combat vehicles, 
radars and even huge chunks of 
warplanes.

The sculptor’s goal is to create a 
full orchestra that would travel and 

play throughout the region, with 
war veterans serving as some of the 
musicians.

“i aim to offer those people who 
participated in the war a chance to 
utilise the weapons they used to wage 
war to create music instead”, he said.

He has already recruited veteran 

and visual artist Srdjan Sarovic, who 
likes to jam on the guitar made from 
a rifle and helmet.

“it disappears as a rifle and becomes 
exclusively a musical instrument. 
When i hold it in my hands and play 
it, all i worry about is how to align 
with the instrument,” he said.

macura’s next project is turning an 
army tank into a percussion instru-
ment for five musicians, which he 
plans to paint pink.

“To make an instrument out of a 
tank? it’s the same as making an 
instrument out of a rifle. impossible,” 
he laughed. afp

An inside view of a tiny house in Istanbul’s Polenezkoy district on January 15. afp

Pelin Dustegor (right), owner of the brand Casa Lokomotif, talks during an interview on January 21 at Silivri in Istanbul. afp

Cellist Milica Svirac plays a cello converted from a bazooka and army gas bucket, made 
by Serbian sculptor Nikola Macura at his studio in Novi Sad on February 1. afp

Serbian sculptor Nikola Macura browses through a military scrapyard, searching for 
weapons he could use as instruments in Temerin near Novi Sad on February 2.  afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Sheik’s household members
  6 Monster of Jewish legend
 11 More, in Mexico
 14 Escape the clutches of
 15 Male friend, south of the border
 16 Org. many lawyers belong to
 17 Work done by hand
 19 “___ to worry”
 20 Washes
 21 Fawning flatterer
 23 Sticks around
 26 Oscar recipient
 27 Lessens
 28 Reduced in rank
 30 Poor dog’s portion
 31 Like an old woman
 32 “Holy smokes!”
 35 Plains antelope
 36 Chutney fruits
 38 Breakfast of gladiators?
 39 Start to suspect?
 40 People with fan clubs
 41 Self-congratulatory
 42 A place to gamble
 44 Wife or daughter

 46 Short dash
 48 Perked (up)
 49 Top-notch
 50 Lacking a key, musically
 52 It makes an embarrassing sound
 53 Treating roughly
 58 Operetta division
 59 Ceased
 60 Chilling, in a way
 61 Assent word
 62 Small hills
 63 Cover with cloth
DOWN
  1 Stitched skirt edge
  2 State next to Miss.
  3 Be on the ticket
  4 Provide formal training
  5 African ear of corn
  6 Extravagant parties
  7 Muscat sultanate
  8 Ad ___ (makes it up)
  9 A star may have a big one
 10 Tenons’ partners
 11 First two in the first garden
 12 “Humble” place to live
 13 Mythical goatlike creature

 18 Means of clarification
 22 Number of gods in monotheism
 23 Where to hit a bucket of balls
 24 Poet’s blacks
 25 Literary drafts
 26 Fabric ridge
 28 The A in WASP
 29 Book jacket briefs
 31 In due time, poetically
 33 Early stage seed
 34 Carried on, as war
 36 Ill-fitting title
 37 Mine opening
 41 Perfume tester
 43 Archery asset
 44 Twain lad
 45 Got away from
 46 Use an aerosol
 47 Going rate
 48 Lots
 50 No ifs, ___ ...
 51 “Of ___ I Sing”
 54 Darth, at one time
 55 One musical Gershwin
 56 Small drink
 57 “Whiz” opener

“FIVE GUYS” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

Venice carnival kicks
off absent all tourists 
S

u m p t u o u S l y -
dressed couples 
promenaded around 
St mark’s Square in the 

swirling fog as Venice kicked 
off its celebrated carnival this 
weekend – without the usual 
crowds of tourists, absent due 
to the pandemic.

“It’s totally surreal,” said 47-
year-old carnival-goer Chiara 
ragazzon, an office worker.

“What hits me most is the 
silence. you’ve always been 
able to hear music during the 
carnival, people having fun. 
but Venice in the fog – it’s still 
a magical place.”

ragazzon and her hus-
band had ventured into Ven-
ice from their home around 
50km away.

Italy relaxed its coronavi-
rus restrictions on monday, 
allowing greater freedoms in 
most regions.

Venice is among the areas 
now under a lower-risk “yel-
low” category – but residents 
are still not allowed to travel 
outside the region.

a short walk from St mark’s 
Square, Hamid Seddighi, 
dressed in paint-splattered 
overalls, was making a carnival 
mask in his workshop, mould-
ing and smoothing it with deli-
cate precision.

His store, Ca’ de Sol, sells 
masks made from papier ma-
che, lace and iron, bedecked 
with Swarovski crystals.

but his creations have been 

piling up without takers.
the pandemic has pushed 

his revenues down 70 per 
cent – mainly due to the lack 
of foreign tourists, his main 
clientele.

“It was love at first sight for 
me and these masks,” said 
the 63-year-old, who moved 
to Italy from Iran.

“I’ve been making them for 
35 years. but it’s tragic – I have 
only sold two for the carnival.”

Venice for the Venetians?
pre-pandemic, the carnival 

brought some 70 million eu-
ros ($84 million) to Venice’s 
coffers, according to City Hall, 
with more than half a million 
tourists flooding in.

the local artisans’ associa-
tion has launched a discount 
campaign to encourage resi-
dents to take part in this year’s 
festivities in the absence of 
foreign visitors.

“Venice carnival – masked 
. . . and with masks”, runs their 
slogan, a nod to the ubiquity 
of face-coverings both festive 
and protective.

Despite the gloom, the as-
sociation’s director Gianni 
De Checchi sees an opportu-
nity for residents to reclaim 
a city where overtourism has 
brought with it a slew of neg-
ative effects, from pollution 
to rocketing rents.

“It’s an opportunity for Vene-
tians to reappropriate and re-
discover their town,” he said.

“for the past 25 years, mass 
tourism has unravelled the 
socio-economic fabric of 
central Venice. and in a way, 
it has led the carnival astray.”

‘Fun in the middle of Covid’
Venice authorities were 

forced to cut short last year’s 
carnival when the pandemic 
took hold. this year it is mov-
ing some of the celebrations 
online, with videos showing Ve-
netians in full carnival regalia.

“It’s a way of renvigorating 
the ties which bind us to the 
millions of people who love 
Venice,” said Simone Venturi-
ni, deputy mayor for tourism.

a stately dance on the rialto 
bridge, performed by a group 
of carnival-lovers in baroque 
costumes, is among the scenes 
that have been filmed.

“We wanted to show that 
Venice is not a dead city – that 
we can have fun even in the 
middle of Covid,” said one of 
the dancers, armando bala, 
decked out in a red velvet 
frock coat and a curled white 
wig.

With his wife arnisa, bala 
has managed the store la 
bauta for more than 20 years, 
selling sumptuous period 
costumes and artisan masks.

the carnival usually con-
tributes about 40 per cent of 
their revenues.

“We’re not trying to make 
money – we just want to sur-
vive,” said bala. AFP

Venetian artisans wearing carnival masks and costumes take part in a procession of The Confederation of 
Venice Artisans at St Mark’s square in Venice on February 7. AFP

The Grand Canal is pictured from the Rialto bridge in Venice on February 7. The city’s carnival is being held 
without the usual crowds of tourists due to the Covid-19 pandemic. AFP
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atletico’s star 
Suarez strikes 
twice in draw 
against Celta

a
tletiCo Madrid 
slipped up in la liga 
for the first time in 
nine games on feb-

ruary 8 as Celta Vigo snatched 
a late equaliser to deliver a ray 
of hope to barcelona and real 
Madrid. 

luis Suarez scored twice at 
the Wanda Metropolitano to 
overturn Santi Mina’s opener 
for Celta, with atletico on 
course to restore their 10-
point lead at the top of the 
table. 

but facundo ferreyra slid in 
to score in the 89th minute to 
earn a deserved 2-2 draw for 
the visitors, meaning atlet-
ico’s advantage at the end 
of the weekend is reduced 
to eight, still with a game in 
hand. 

“We played quite well but 
they had a strong finish and 
a draw was probably fair,” 

said Diego Simeone. 
atletico still have a consid-

erable cushion but after Ma-
drid and barca beat Huesca 
and real betis respectively, 
there is at least room for en-
couragement for the chasing 
pack. real Madrid can cut the 
gap to five points if they win at 
home to Getafe on tuesday. 

Suarez shows no sign of let-
ting up, the uruguayan now 
with 11 goals in his last nine 
games and 16 for the season. 

those 16 goals in 17 games 
played for atletico make him 
the fastest player to score that 
many for a la liga club in the 
21st century, one game faster 
than Cristiano ronaldo after 
he joined real Madrid. 

atletico have been hit hard 
by coronavirus in recent 
months, the club confirming 
another two positive cases on 
Monday afternoon.

thomas lemar and Hector 
Herrera join Mario Hermoso, 
Joao felix and Moussa Dem-
bele on the list of those cur-
rently out after contracting 
the illness.

“We have to make the best 
of it,” said Simeone. “We have 
footballers who can take ad-
vantage of the opportunities 
and we hope that the boys 
recover.”

Celta, who stay 10th, were 
the better side in the first half, 
dominating possession and 
taking a deserved lead after 
13 minutes when Hugo Mal-
lo curled in a cross from the 
right for Mina to head in. 

atletico rarely troubled Cel-
ta but managed to go in level, 
Suarez scoring with their first 
shot on target. Marcos llor-
ente’s driven cross evaded 

four sets of Celta toes and 
found him at the back post. 

lucas torreira came on at 
half-time for felipe – atletico 
reverting to a back four – and 
within five minutes they were 
ahead.

Geoffrey Kondogbia floated 
a ball out to the left and re-
nan lodi volleyed it across 
goal, where the sliding Suarez 
arrived on his knees to finish. 

Celta almost had a second 
when iago aspas bundled 
through but Kondogbia dart-
ed back to make a superb 
tackle, just as the striker was 
about to shoot. 

atletico were moments 
away but caved with one min-
ute left, a brilliant through 
ball by aspas freeing augusto 
Solari, whose cross found fer-
reyra 2m out. AFP

tokyo 2020 organisers to discuss chief’s sexist remarks

Premier league referee gets death threats after red cards

toKyo olympics organisers are 
planning to meet this week to 
discuss their response to sexist 
comments made by their boss, 
said reports on february 9, after 
hundreds of event volunteers 
quit in the ensuing furore.

Gaffe-prone tokyo 2020 chief 
yoshiro Mori, 83, sparked 
uproar in Japan and abroad last 
week when he said women 
speak too much in meetings.

He has since apologised but 
refused to step down, and the 
international olympic Com-
mittee says it considers the 
matter closed.

Japanese media said the 
tokyo 2020 organising com-
mittee is planning to meet later 
this week, possibly on february 
12, to discuss its response as 
calls grow for Mori to resign.

following Mori’s remarks, 
390 olympic and Paralympic 
volunteers have quit, the com-
mittee said, noting that this 
number includes withdrawals 
for all reasons.

a total of 80,000 volunteers 
from Japan and overseas have 
been recruited for this sum-
mer’s  v ir us-postponed 
Games.

two people have pulled out 
of the torch relay and around 
4,000 people made complaint 
calls to organisers, according 
to public broadcaster NHK.

the row is the latest head-
ache for organisers already bat-
tling public disquiet about the 
delayed olympics, with polls 
showing more than 80 per cent 
of Japanese oppose holding the 
event this summer.

Mori apologised on febru-
ary 3 and said he wished to 
retract his remarks – but then 
became defensive when ques-
tioned, insisting he had heard 
complaints that women speak 
at length.

an online campaign calling 
for action against Mori has 
attracted more than 140,000 
signatures, while tennis super-
star Naomi osaka slammed 
the comments as “ignorant”.

top government spokesman 
Katsunobu Kato said that 
organisers should try to con-
vince volunteers to return.

“it is important that the 
organising committee gives a 
careful explanation to volun-
teers,” he said, after tokyo 
2020 released a statement 
quoting Mori’s apology and 

reaffirming its commitment to 
gender equality and diversity.

but ruling party heav y-
weight toshihiro Nikai also 
reportedly said Monday that 
volunteers “would change 
their minds when things 
calm down”, sparking fur-
ther ire online and from 
other politicians.

“if they really want to quit, 
we’ll need to recruit new ones,” 
he said, according the Asahi 
Shimbun newspaper.

Some olympic sponsors 
have expressed disappoint-
ment to organisers over the 
furore, the Mainichi Shimbun 
daily reported.

Some firms told organisers 
they had received complaints 
and boycott threats after Mori’s 
comments, the Mainichi said, 

citing unnamed sources.
“We would like to refrain from 

‘performing’ with president 

Mori” to promote products, the 
newspaper quoted one com-
pany official as saying. AFP

PreMier league referee Mike Dean has 
alerted police after his family received 
death threats following two controversial 
red cards he issued over the past week.

Dean was criticised for sending off 
Southampton defender Jan bednarek 
against Manchester united on february 
2 and West Ham midfielder tomas Soucek 
in a february 6 match at fulham.

both decisions have now been over-
turned on appeal.

reports said Dean had asked to be 
excused from duty next weekend although 
it is understood he will referee the fa Cup 
fifth-round match between leicester and 
brighton on february 10. 

Mike riley, managing director of Profes-
sional Game Match officials limited 
(PGMol), supported Dean’s decision to 
notify the police.

“threats and abuse of this nature are 
totally unacceptable and we fully support 
Mike’s decision to report these messages 

his family received to the police,” he said.
“Nobody should be victim of abhorrent 

messages like this. online abuse is unac-
ceptable in any walk of life and more needs 
to be done to tackle the problem.”

bednarek was sent off for a challenge 
on anthony Martial in Manchester unit-
ed’s 9-0 win over Saints, with Dean stick-
ing with his initial decision after being 
invited to check the pitchside monitor at 
old trafford.

Dean sent off Czech midfielder Soucek 
for catching aleksandar Mitrovic with his 
elbow by accident in Saturday’s goalless 
draw.

Dean checked the replays on the pitchside 
monitor after consulting Var and decided 
the incident merited a straight red.

West Ham boss David Moyes said he 
was “disappointed with football in gen-
eral” after the incident involving Soucek 
who tweeted his support for Dean late on 
february 8.

“Whatever decisions are made on the 
pitch should stay on the pitch,” said 
Soucek. 

“i don’t like hearing about it interfering 
with personal life and i send Mike Dean 
and his family my support. 

“there is no place for abuse of any kind. 
it is in the past and i’m now focused on 
the rest of the season.”

Moyes was unimpressed by Mitro-
vic’s reaction – the Serbia striker went 
down clutching his face – but said the 
referees needed to be stronger in their 
decision-making.

“every footballer has a responsibility 
to do the correct thing but the officials 
are giving the players responsibility to 
gain success by their actions,” he said on 
Monday.

“the only people who can stop it are the 
officials. No-one else can change it. if 
players are going to do this, it needs to 
change.” AFP

Atletico Madrid’s forward Luis Suarez (left) scores a second goal during the Spanish league football match against RC Celta de Vigo at the Wanda 
Metropolitano stadium in Madrid on Monday. AFP

Tokyo 2020 president Yoshiro Mori listens to a question from a journalist 
during a news conference in Tokyo last Thursday. AFP

Referee Mike Dean (left) sends off West Ham United’s midfielder Tomas 
Soucek (centre) during a Premier League match on Saturday. AFP
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bayern Munich eye season-sweeping 
6th title in Club World Cup title match
r

obert Lewandowski says 
bayern Munich are eager to 
claim their sixth title in a year 
after advancing to the Club 

World Cup final as his goals sealed a 2-0 
victory over african champions al ahly 
in a semi-final match on february 8.

the european champions face ti-
gres in the final on february 11 after 
the Mexican club saw off brazilian gi-
ants Palmeiras in the other semi-final 
on february 7.

“It was a very good match, and we’re 
ready for the final,” bayern striker Le-
wandowski told reporters.

He gave bayern the lead with just 
17 minutes gone at the ahmad bin 
ali Stadium, a host venue for the 2022 
World Cup in Qatar.

the Polish star then headed home a 
pinpoint Leroy Sane cross four min-
utes before the whistle to book bay-
ern’s place in the final.

Lewandowski, the bundesliga’s top 
scorer, has now scored 29 goals in 27 
club matches this season.

bayern are bidding to become only 
the second team after barcelona in 2009 
to win all six domestic and internation-
al titles up for grabs in one season.

the German giants lifted the 
bundesliga, German Cup, Champions 
League, German Super Cup and uefa 
Super Cup trophies in 2020.

“We want to claim another title – 
title number six during this season,” 
Lewandowski added.

“this is a World Cup, which is al-
ways something special.

“I hope we can play even better in 
the final and that we will have more 
goalscoring chances.”

the european champions ended 
ahly’s 32-match unbeaten run in all 
competitions under their South afri-
can-born coach Pitso Mosimane.

“you understand why they are num-
ber one at this point in time in the 
world and in europe also,” said Mo-
simane.

“they regained the ball quicker, 

they pressed us quicker, they’re more 
experienced. We could only do some-
thing on a break.”

Early goal
the african Champions League 

winners struggled to get near the bay-
ern goal as the Germans enjoyed 70 
percent possession.

Despite the efforts of two defend-
ers lunging to block his shot, Lewan-
dowski put bayern ahead with a crisp 
finish from a Serge Gnabry pass.

the Polish striker could have made it 
2-0 towards the end of the first half when 

Joshua Kimmich drew the defence, but 
Lewandowski fired over the bar. 

ahly grew in confidence at the start 
of the second half and created half-
chances as the bundesliga leaders 
showed signs of fatigue.

Heavy snow in berlin on Saturday 
meant bayern had a seven-hour delay 
to their flight to Doha and the Ger-
mans’ tempo dropped after Lewan-
dowski’s early goal. 

“We travelled to Qatar because we 
want to bag another trophy,” said 
bayern coach Hansi flick.

“It was difficult to perform at first, 

and we needed time to get into the 
run of the game.

“When we did, I think we dominat-
ed the match and deserved to score a 
second goal.

“We played well defensively. I’m 
very satisfied with my team.”

With an eye on thursday’s final in 
al rayyan, flick replaced forwards 
Mueller and Gnabry for the final half-
hour.

It was the fresh legs of Gnabry’s re-
placement Sane which created space to 
serve up a late cross that Lewandowski 
headed home to wrap up the win. AFP

bamford’s 100th goal propels Leeds to win over Palace
PatrICK bamford scored his 100th 
career goal as Leeds united cruised 
to a 2-0 win against Crystal Palace on 
Monday.

Marcelo bielsa’s side took the lead 
through Jack Harrison’s early strike at 
elland road.

bamford reached his century after 
the interval to seal Leeds’ third win 
in their last four Premier League 
games.

His 12th goal of the season was a 
sweet moment for bamford, who 
had a miserable loan spell at Palace 

in 2015-16 while on the books at 
Chelsea.

“the most important thing is get-
ting the three points but it’s nice to 
get to 100 career goals. It’s probably 
long overdue,” bamford said.

“I captained myself in fantasy 
football. after I missed that one in 
the first half I was kicking myself so 
I’m glad I scored.”

Leeds are up to 10th place and their 
impressive first season back in the 
top-flight could yet feature a late 
push for a europa League berth.

a first clean-sheet since December 
29 was another welcome boost for 
bielsa after six games without keep-
ing the opposition at bay.

“Not having conceded is important. 
We didn’t commit any errors that 
would facilitate their attack. our 
offence was good enough to get the 
two goals and we could have scored 
more,” bielsa said.

“the most important thing is to 
show consistency. to have a period 
of the season where we have consist-
ent results.”

Clinical Bamford
Mid-table Palace have now lost 17 

of their past 19 league matches with-
out Ivory Coast forward Wilfried 
Zaha, who was sidelined after suffer-
ing a hamstring injury in the win at 
Newcastle on tuesday.

Jean-Philippe Mateta, a January loan 
signing from Mainz, made his Palace 
debut in Zaha’s absence, but his first 
contribution was one to forget.

Leeds made the perfect start in the 
third minute when tyrick Mitchell’s 
clearance bounced off Mateta.

the ball ran to Harrison on the edge 
of the area and his shot took a sub-
stantial deflection off Gary Cahill 
before looping into the net.

It was Leeds’ fastest Premier League 
goal for 17 years and they nearly fol-
lowed it with another moments later.

bamford’s well-timed run across 
Cahill gave him the space to test Pal-
ace keeper Vicente Guaita with a 
powerful header.

bamford missed a better chance 
after intercepting a loose pass from 
Luka Milivojevic and evading Cahill, 

only to blaze wide with just Guaita to 
beat.

Picked out by Kalvin Phillips’ cross, 
Pascal Struijk should have doubled 
Leeds’ advantage before half-time, 
but he headed woefully wide from 
three yards.

Palace had won just one of their last 
23 league games after conceding the 
first goal.

bamford ensured they would not 
improve on that dismal sequence 
when he netted his landmark goal in 
the 52nd minute.

Mateusz Klich found raphinha in 
the Palace area and his shot was 
pushed out by Guaita, with bamford 
pouncing on the loose ball with a 
clinical close-range finish.

any hopes of a late Palace fightback 
were banished when eberechi eze 
wasted their best opportunity with a 
woeful finish that flew high over the 
bar.

Harrison could have given the score-
line an even worse look for lethargic 
Palace in the final minutes, but his 
shot rebounded off the bar. AFP

Bayern Munich’s midfielder Joshua Kimmich (second right) attempts a volley during the FIFA Club World Cup semi-final football match 
against Egypt’s Al-Ahly at the Ahmed bin Ali Stadium in the Qatari city of Al Rayyan on Monday. AFP

Leeds United’s defender Pascal Struijk headers the ball wide of the goal during an 
English Premier League football match against Crystal Palace on Monday. AFP

Probe into 
Maradona’s 
death adds 
3 caregivers
a PSyCHoLoGISt and two 
nurses who helped care for 
football legend Diego Mara-
dona before his death have 
been added to a widening 
involuntary manslaughter 
probe, a judicial source told 
local media february 8.

Maradona died of a heart 
attack outside buenos aires on 
November 25, weeks after 
undergoing brain surgery on a 
blood clot.

His psychiatrist agustina 
Cosachov and heart surgeon 
Leopoldo Luque are already 
under investigation, as they 
were treating Maradona before 
his death.

the three people newly under 
investigation must appear 
before prosecutors this week, 
the judicial source told local 
media. 

Investigators are trying to 
determine if any of the five 
people who had Maradona in 
their care were in any way neg-
ligent.

Maradona was suffering from 
liver, kidney and cardiovascu-
lar disorders, but there were no 
signs of alcohol or narcotics 
consumption, according to his 
autopsy.

Luque, the surgeon, in 
November responded to the 
launch of an investigation for 
involuntary manslaughter by 
saying he did “everything he 
could, up to the impossible” for 
an “unmanageable” patient.

a first autopsy conducted the 
day Maradona died found he 
had suffered from liquid in the 
lungs and acute heart failure 
brought on by a disease of the 
heart muscles that makes it 
harder to pump blood. AFP
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