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Lay Samean

O
VER 170,000 pregnant 
women and children un-
der the age of two have 
received social protection 

stipends totalling $10 million under a 
government cash transfer programme 
implemented since June 2019.

Minister of Social Affairs, Veterans 
and Youth Rehabilitation and vice-
chairman of the National Social Pro-
tection Board Vong Soth lauded the 

programme’s fulfilment during the 
past year despite obstacles including 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Soth made the remarks during a 
meeting to review programme results 
from last year and formulate direction 
for this year on February 1.

He added that the cash subsidy pro-
gramme for poor and vulnerable fam-
ilies was officially launched on June 24 
by Prime Minister Hun Sen to alleviate 
hardships during the pandemic, and 
more than 710,000 families compris-

ing more than 2.8 million people have 
benefited from handouts of nearly 
$232 million as of January 24.

Director-general of the ministry’s 
General Department of Technical Af-
fairs Touch Channy told The Post that 
improvements in the programme’s im-
plementation were due to government 
efforts to modernise its use of technol-
ogy, facilitating access of recipients to 
services and cash payments.

“This programme has faced many 
challenges as it depends on modern 

technological systems. Previously, in-
ternet coverage was insufficient, but 
this is no longer a problem. Programme 
participants can now access money 
once they reach hospital,” he said. 

Channy said government assistance 
for pregnant women and children 
under two years old would continue 
while the ministry works to provide 
IDPoor cards to eligible families. 

“The family programme is similar 

$10M in cash subsidies benefit 
170K pregnant women, infants
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Trade with Thailand exceeds $7.2B
Thou Vireak

THE trade volume between 
Cambodia and Thailand 
reached $7.236 billion last 
year, tumbling 23.17 per cent 
from 2019, primarily due to 
the economic disruption of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, 
according to the Thai Minis-
try of Commerce.

Statistics show that Cam-

bodia exported $1.148 billion 
in merchandise to Thailand 
in 2020, down 49.49 per cent 
year-on-year, and imported 
$6.089 billion, down 14.80 
per cent from 2019.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president 
Lim Heng told The Post that 
the drop in exports was like-
ly due to a shift in agricul-
tural exports away from 

Thailand to Vietnam.
“We’ve seen a significant 

increase in exports of agri-
cultural products such as 
paddy, cassava, corn and leg-
umes to Vietnam,” he said.

Heng said imports mainly 
comprised food and bever-
ages, construction materials 
and kitchen appliances.

Government drives to fur-
ther open the Cambodian-

Thai borders will give an 
impetus to bilateral trade 
once the Covid-19 situation 
has been brought under con-
trol, he asserted.

“[The volume of] goods in 
the Cambodian processing 
industry remain constrained 
and they cannot compete with 
those in Thailand and Vietnam.

China police 
bust phony 
Covid-19 jab 
ring: Xinhua
CHINESE police have arrested 
more than 80 people who were 
making counterfeit Covid-19 vac-
cines, state media said, as China 
races to inoculate millions before 
the Lunar New Year holiday.

The gang had been putting saline 
water into vials and selling them as 
Covid-19 vaccines in an operation 
that had been running since Septem-
ber, according to Xinhua News Agency.

Police swooped on several loca-
tions across Beijing and multiple 
cities in the eastern provinces of 
Jiangsu and Shandong, seizing 
“more than 3,000 fake Covid-19 vac-
cines on the spot”, Xinhua said. 

It has not been made public how 
many vaccines were sold, but 
police have traced where the vac-
cines ended up, it said.

China has been racing to develop 
homegrown jabs and aims to vacci-
nate 50 million people before the start 
of the Lunar New Year in mid-February.

The holiday normally spurs a trav-
el rush with hundreds of millions 
traversing the country – though 
authorities are encouraging people 
to stay home this year through a mix-
ture of restrictions and incentives.

As China ramps up its vaccine 
campaign, authorities have repeat-
edly assured the public of the jab’s 
safety and efficacy, despite not releas-
ing any detailed clinical trial data.

State-owned firm Sinopharm’s vac-
cine was approved by Chinese regu-
lators for general use in December. 

Since the virus emerged in 2019, 
China has charged thousands of 
people with crimes related to the 
pandemic, including spreading 
“rumours”, concealing an infec-
tion and not complying with 
guidelines. AFP

all that glitters is gold
Renaissance Minerals (Cambodia) ltd, a subsidiary of australia-listed emerald Resources nl, reported that its coffers are 
full enough to develop Okvau gold project in northeastern Mondulkiri province and reach first production in the second 
quarter of this year. SUPPLIED
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Mom Kunthear

PrIMe Minister Hun Sen an-
nounced the immediate pro-
vision of additional funds and 
materials to four of the seven 
provinces on the Cambodian-
Thai border for the operation 
of their quarantine facilities 
for Cambodian migrant work-
ers returning from Thailand. 

In a letter on february 2, the 
Ministry of Health said a total 
of 850 packages containing 
rubber mats, mosquito nets, 
blankets, pillows, sarong and 
scarves, 11,500 boxes of wa-
ter and 5,500 boxes of instant 
noodles were delivered to the 
four provinces – battambang, 
banteay Meanchey, Oddar 
Meanchey and Pailin – along 
with 2.47 billion riel ($600,000). 

according to the letter, the 
supplies were divided by the 
provinces according to need 
based on the size of the popula-
tion they had under quarantine. 

battambang received an ad-
ditional 375 million riel; ban-
teay Meanchey another 1.17 
billion riel; Oddar Meanchey 
another 780 million riel; and 
150 million riel in additional 
funding will go to Pailin.

according to the letter, the 
three other provinces that bor-
der Thailand – Koh Kong, Pur-
sat and Preah Vihear – were not 
provided with additional funds 

and materials because those 
provinces still have enough 
money and supplies for their 
quarantine centres.

Separately, the health ministry 
called on the public to continue 
carrying out Covid-19 preven-
tive measures and exercising 
heightened caution during the 
upcoming Lunar New year cel-
ebrations this month and the 
Khmer New year in april.

In a letter dated february 
1, health minister Mam bun 
Heng instructed Phnom Penh 
municipal and provincial au-
thorities to attentively manage 
the flow of migrant workers 
and other travellers, especially 
those coming and going to the 

provinces on the Thai border.
The minister said the border 

provinces must make serious 
and concerted efforts to keep 
all migrant workers in quaran-
tine for the full 14-day period 
despite the upcoming holiday 
in order to prevent Covid-19 
from taking hold in Cambodia.

“The ministry would like 
to encourage and instruct 
everyone to follow impor-
tant health measures such as 
wearing face masks, washing 
hands, social distancing and 
the ‘three do’s and three don’ts’ 
consistently,” he wrote.

He added that those go-
ing on trips within Cambodia 
should take small family-only 

excursions and avoid using 
public means of transport if it 
means that social distancing 
measures cannot be followed.

The minister also noted 
that those who are travelling 
for the holidays should stay at 
guesthouses or hotels where 
the management fully com-
plies with all health safety 
and hygiene guidelines.

While speaking on febru-
ary 1 at a groundbreaking cer-
emony for the construction of 
the bakheng Water Production 
facilities and the inauguration 
of the Chamcar Mon Water 
Production facilities, Prime 
Minister Hun Sen said he was 
not planning on cancelling or 
postponing Khmer New year 
celebrations in april.

“This year, obviously, I don’t 
plan on cancelling Khmer 
New year celebrations or re-
scheduling them like we did 
last year,” he said.

The prime minister then 
urged everyone to remain 
calm as the nation collectively 
faces the realities of the Covid-
19 pandemic, while continu-
ing to rigorously comply with 
all of the recommended pre-
ventive measures.

as of february 2, Cambo-
dia had recorded a total of 
466 Covid-19 cases with 22 
still undergoing treatment 
in hospitals.

border provinces get more supplies

Kingdom, australia reaffirm ties
Niem Chheng

C
aMbODIaN and 
australian represen-
tatives reaffirmed 
their mutual sup-

port for forging ahead with 
development plans in public 
statements issued following 
a new round of talks between 
senior officials held via video 
conference on January 28.

Ministry of foreign affairs 
and International Coopera-
tion secretary of state Soeung 
rathchavy co-chaired the 
meeting with australian De-
partment of foreign affairs 
and Trade Deputy Secretary 
Justin Hayhurst.

“both sides expressed a 
common desire to strengthen 
cooperation and render mu-
tual support in regional and 
international frameworks, 
including aSeaN, the asia-
europe Meeting (aSeM), the 
uN and Mekong sub-regional 
cooperation, in order to con-
tribute to the maintenance of 
peace, security and sustain-
able development,” the press 
statement said.

The two sides expressed 
mutual appreciation for each 
other’s leadership in control-
ling and preventing further 
spread of the Covid-19 pan-
demic. The australian govern-
ment specifically appreciated 
consular assistance and sup-
port for australian citizens 
stranded in the Kingdom. 

Cambodia thanked aus-
tralia for its generous grant 
of $28 million to support the 
purchase and rollout of WHO-
approved vaccines.

“On security and defence, 
both sides agreed to enhance 
cooperation in border man-
agement, the fight against 

transnational crimes includ-
ing human and drug traffick-
ing, money laundering and 
terrorism, and maritime se-
curity through training pro-
grammes for military and law 
enforcement officials,” the 
statement said.

It continued: “The austra-
lian side welcomed remarks 
by the prime minister that 
Cambodia adheres to a policy 
of permanent neutrality and 
non-alignment and will not 
allow foreign military bases” 
in the nation. 

australia reaffirmed its 
commitment to assisting 
Cambodia in priority areas 
of education, infrastructure, 
trade, agriculture, health care 
and demining. The Kingdom 
thanked australia for its con-
tinued assistance as well as 
a pledge to increase scholar-

ships awarded to Cambodi-
ans next year.

“Participants exchanged 
views on human rights co-
operation and democracy in 
Cambodia and agreed to work 
closely together in a construc-
tive manner,” it said.

australia expressed support 
for Cambodia’s hosting of 
the 13th aSeM Summit this 
year and its chairmanship of 
aSeaN next year. Cambodia 
welcomed the australian gov-
ernment’s initiative to imple-
ment the Mekong-australia 
Programme to promote sus-
tainable development in the 
Mekong basin region.

Kin Phea, director of the 
International relations Insti-
tute at the royal academy of 
Cambodia, said the bilateral 
relationship of the two coun-
tries has notably improved. 

australia has been careful 
about releasing any position 
statements regarding Cam-
bodia, and interactions had 
been polite and constructive.

according to his observa-
tions, the australian govern-
ment expresses their con-
cerns in a way which should 
not be seen as demanding or 
attempting to violate Cambo-
dia’s sovereignty – and which 
has facilitated acceptance by 
the Cambodian government.

“Generally, australia’s con-
cerns about the development 
of democracy and human 
rights in Cambodia have been 
expressed cautiously, re-
spectfully and diplomatically. 
Their concerns have not been 
presented in ways that can be 
interpreted as interference 
into another state’s internal 
affairs,” Phea said.

Australian and Cambodian representatives met via video conference on Thursday. foreign ministry

Public works minister Sun Chanthol speaks during a presentation at 
the ministry last month. public works ministry

Public encouraged to 
use social services but 
avoid intermediaries
Lay Samean

THe Ministry of Public Works 
and Transport urged the pub-
lic to use services, such as 
driver’s licence renewal, that 
are provided directly by units 
under its jurisdiction rather 
than relying on brokers in 
order to reduce costs.

While leading journalists 
on a visit to the ministry and 
the Techo Sen institute of 
Public Works and Transport 
late last month, minister Sun 
Chanthol also reminded his 
officials to provide services to 
the people more efficiently 
and avoid misbehaving them-
selves or overcharging.

He said citizens can call the 
ministry’s hotline to report 
abnormal cases immediately.

San Chey, executive director 
of the affiliated Network for 
Social accountability, wel-
comed the move. but for more 
effective implementation, he 
said the ministry must elimi-
nate the presence of brokers at 
the service counters and 
instead deploy professional 
staff to provide information 
and assist the public. 

“We must have information 
officers on standby to assist 
citizens in preparing related 
documents. If for example peo-

ple go to a service counter and 
there is no one there to give 
them details when they need 
help filling in information, they 
will turn to others nearby. 

“and if there are brokers near-
by, they will be tempted to seek 
their help. So, [the ministry] 
must eliminate services pro-
vided by brokers and replace 
them with its professionals. 

“Some people do not fill in 
documents frequently, so they 
might be afraid of being 
blamed by officials for making 
mistakes while filling in the 
forms and therefore rely on 
brokers by paying them $10 or 
$20 to get it done,” he said. 

The ministry’s headquarters 
and Techo Sen Institute of Pub-
lic Works and Transport also 
boasts a modern public service 
centre providing services rang-
ing from vehicle registration, 
vehicle inspection, provision of 
driver’s licence, waterway, mar-
itime and port transport licence 
and domestic transport busi-
ness licence, among others.

Chanthol considers provid-
ing fast and transparent serv-
ices to the people as the min-
istry’s main goal in accordance 
with the recommendation of 
Prime Minister Hun Sen to 
restore public trust in the gov-
ernment.

Cambodian migrants returning from Thailand prepare for quarantine. 
banteay meanchey administration
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to the transfer package for pregnant 
women in that benefits provided de-
pend on the number of family members 
and their ages. exact amounts remain 
to be determined as the programme is 
still under planning,” he said.

Gender and Development in Cam-
bodia executive director ros So-
pheap supported the subsidies, say-
ing they contributed to improving 
children’s nutrition in poor families. 
It aims to promote physical and in-
tellectual growth as well as maternal 
and infant health, as these are key 
resources of society.

However, Sopheap urged relevant in-
stitutions to develop long-term strategies 
to address problems faced by women 
prior to pregnancy and also a lack of 
health care facilities in remote areas.

“I want the government to look fur-
ther into the fact that women need 
strategic assistance with long-term ef-
fectiveness rather than their relying on 
the social services provided to them.

“The money provided can cover 
their costs for only a limited period. 
It would be better if we invest in the 
healthcare system to enable them to 
receive better healthcare every day. 
There are also shortages in some ca-
pacities such as supplies of medicines 
in remote areas,” Sopheap said.

The cash transfer programme for 
poor pregnant women and young 
children consists of three stages. 
The first entails a subsidy of 40,000 
riel ($10) for each of four prenatal 
check-ups. The second stage pro-
vides 200,000 riel at childbirth.

The third stage provides 40,000 
riel for each of the first four postpar-
tum health check-ups and six child 
health exams including vaccinations 
prior to reaching two years old.

upgrades for 
health system 
sought to help 
poor families

PM urges saving power, water
Lay Samean

P
rIMe Minister Hun Sen re-
quested the nation’s public 
and state institutions to par-
ticipate in reducing electric-

ity and clean water consumption to 
alleviate pressures on the national 
budget and enable funds to be di-
verted to other targeted areas.

In remarks during the ground-
breaking ceremony for construc-
tion of the bakheng water treat-
ment plant, Hun Sen said that the 
capital’s water supply was being 
depleted due to a rapid increase in 
population. He suggested that both 
citizens and government institu-
tions should conserve electricity 
and clean water to ensure mainte-
nance of adequate reserves.

“We should save on the consump-
tion of both electricity and water 
and not be wasteful. It is not only 
families but especially government 
institutions which must use elec-
tricity carefully,” he said. 

“In order to reduce the electricity 
consumption, the most important 
thing is not to set air conditioners 
too cold. Covid-19 flourishes in cold 
weather, so be careful. Please turn 
off air conditioners and lights when 
not in use. Other countries that are 
rich are good at conserving and do 
not waste,” Hun Sen said.

The Minister of Public Works and 
Transport Sun Chanthol noted that 
the ministry’s new main building 
and also the newly inaugurated 
“Techo Sen Institute of Public Works 
and Transport” were equipped with 
solar panels during construction. 

Chanthol said that by equipping 
the ministry’s building with solar 
power, they were able to realise a 
cost savings of $30,000 per month.

The NGO forum on Cambodia’s 
environment and agriculture Pro-
gramme Manager Hok Menghoin 
told The Post that if all parties com-
ply with leadership’s call to save 
water and electricity, it would not 

only facilitate monetary savings 
but also contribute to combating 
climate change.

“Nowadays, from year to year in 
Cambodia and around the whole 
world, there is an increase in de-
mand for electricity. It detrimentally 
affects biodiversity and the environ-
ment with CO2 emissions,” he said.

Menghoin stressed that govern-
ment institutions as well as the pub-
lic needed to develop awareness of 
the importance of conserving elec-
tricity for the benefit of the econo-
my and the environment.

He urged the government to invest in 
domestic renewable energy produc-
tion as Cambodia has great potential to 
generate its own electricity which would 
reduce imports from neighbouring 

countries and associated costs.
Ministry of environment spokes-

man Neth Pheaktra told The Post 
that he supported leadership’s ini-
tiative to further implement use of 
renewable energy systems and to 
reduce consumption. 

“In terms of renewable energy, 
Cambodia is making great steps 
and plans to use solar power gen-
eration to account for 10 per cent of 
total power consumption across the 
country in the future,” he said.

Currently, the state discounts house-
hold water consumption, charging 
400 riel (uS$0.10) for each of the first 
seven cubic metres of water consumed 
by households in each two-month 
billing period. Prices rise incremen-
tally up to 2,400 riel per unit for con-

sumption greater than 502 cubic metres. 
“Customers such as ministries, in-

stitutions and embassies pay 2,500 
riel per cubic metre without limited 
quantity which is most expensive. as 
these ministries are spending state 
money, it becomes a bit expensive, 
and therefore, we need to conserve 
it,” Hun Sen stated.

The upgraded Chamcar Mon wa-
ter treatment plant inaugurated on 
february 1 can produce 52,000 cu-
bic metres of clean water per day, an 
improvement over its previous daily 
capacity of 12,000 cubic metres. 

The bakheng water treatment 
plant is scheduled to begin opera-
tions in the first quarter of 2024 with 
a daily production capacity around 
400,000 cubic metres.

A woman washes her hands in Boeung Kak commune of Phnom Penh’s Tuol Kork district. HENG CHIVOAN

Half of Cambodians’ nutrition affected amid pandemic
Long Kimmarita

MOre than half of households 
in Cambodia have needed to 
cut back on the size and qual-
ity of meals at some point dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic, 
while nearly two billion peo-
ple in the asia-Pacific region 
were already unable to afford 
a healthy diet prior to the 
outbreak, according to newly 
released findings by several 
global organisations.

Complementary data col-
lected by uNICef, the food 
and agriculture Organisation 
of the uN, the World food 
Programme and the World 
Health Organisation was 
published on february 1 in 
a report titled “uN Covid-19 
socio-economic impact as-
sessment in Cambodia”.

The joint press release said 
that although access to food 
has not been affected greatly, 
people have been forced by 
economic circumstances to 
adopt strategies including 
borrowing food, reducing con-
sumption and greater reliance 
on less expensive options. 

“Households also resorted 
to more radical livelihood 
coping strategies, such as re-
ducing essential spending on 
education and health care, 
selling productive assets and 

sending household members 
to other provinces to look for 
work,” said the press release.

food prices increased dur-
ing the beginning of last year, 
especially for meat, eggs and 
fish products in the capital 
and fresh vegetables in pro-
vincial markets. although 
prices eventually stabilised, 
many households decreased 
their food intake and diet di-
versity in important catego-

ries such as products rich in 
protein, vitamin a and iron, 
according to the uN. 

“These impacts are most 
worrying for more vulnerable 
household members, especial-
ly pregnant women and chil-
dren. The problems increased 
in the period surveyed: in au-
gust, 30 per cent of women’s 
diets failed to reach minimum 
diversity, but this increased to 
50 per cent by November,” ac-

cording to the findings. 
The press statement noted 

that the government expand-
ed social protection cash 
transfers in an effort to reduce 
hardships and meet needs of 
more than 600,000 of its most 
vulnerable citizens.

However, more investment is 
required to further expand so-
cial assistance and ensure im-
provements are made to food 
systems to increase access to 

nutritious foods, boost pro-
ductivity, improve food safety, 
and protect employment while 
stimulating demand for do-
mestically produced foods.

Ministry of Social affairs, 
Veterans and youth reha-
bilitation spokesman Touch 
Channy told The Post on 
february 2 that he could not 
comment on the findings be-
cause he had not yet received 
a detailed report, but it was 
true that the government had 
expanded funding provided 
to people most affected by 
the pandemic.

“regarding social assis-
tance, the government intro-
duced two programmes. In 
the first, we have delivered 
cash to pregnant women and 
children under the age of two, 
beginning over a year ago.

“In the second, we have 
delivered cash to poor and 
vulnerable people. This pro-
gramme was implemented 
seven months ago.  Our goal 
is to reduce malnutrition be-
cause the Covid-19 crisis has 
badly affected people’s di-
etary habits,” Channy said.

for the future, Channy said 
the government is studying 
new projects including ex-
pansion of the IDPoor social 
protections for families to 
better care for poor people 

while the nation and the 
world endure the crisis.

uNICef representative 
foroogh foyouzat said that 
malnutrition has been a long-
term challenge in Cambodia, 
one recognised by the gov-
ernment and its development 
partners. Much progress has 
been made in the last decade, 
but the pandemic jeopardises 
that progress.

“as uN agencies working 
closely with the government, 
we commend it on its expan-
sion of the cash transfer pro-
grammes to reduce hardships. 
Now, we must invest in the 
critical first thousand days of 
children’s lives. Such invest-
ment also contributes to each 
child’s educational attain-
ments and productivity for the 
rest of their life,” she said.

Cambodia is one of the 
countries with the highest 
malnutrition rates in the re-
gion, with 32 per cent of chil-
dren under five identified as 
stunted and 10 per cent iden-
tified as wasted.

The uN agencies mentioned 
above are committed to work-
ing with all partners to realise 
the goals of the National Strat-
egy of food Security and Nu-
trition so that all children re-
ceive improved nutrition and 
a better start in life.

Chidren sit at a food stall in Boeung Kak commune of Phnom Penh’s Tuol Kork district. HENG CHIVOAN
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

THe Siem reap Provincial 
Court handed down a six-
month suspended jail sentence 
to a deputy governor of Phnom 
Penh’s Prampi Makara district 
for adultery after he was ac-
cused by his wife of having 
consensual sexual intercourse 
with another woman.

Provincial court spokesman 
yin Srang said on february 2 
that Heak Chan Leang was ar-
rested by the provincial Military 
Police’s anti-Human Trafficking 
and Juvenile Protection unit on 
January 30 while he was with 
the unidentified 25-year-old 
woman at a home in Kruos vil-
lage of Siem reap town’s Svay 
Dangkum commune. 

The arrest resulted from of 
an official complaint made by 
Chan Leang’s wife.  

Srang said the Military Police 
sent Chan Leang to court on 
february 1 after questioning. 

a prosecutor then charged 
him with adultery – an offence 
punishable by a prison sen-
tence of up to one year and 
a fine of up to 1,000,000 riel 
($250) – under articles 7 and 10 
of the Law on Monogamy after 
determining that his marriage 
had not been officially dis-
solved by any court.  

The case was heard and de-
cided on the same day he was 
charged. 

“after questioning him at 
the hearing, later in the eve-
ning that same day Judge 

Chhe Vireak sentenced Chan 
Leang to six months in prison 
with the entire term suspend-
ed,” Srang said. 

after announcing his ver-
dict, Judge Vireak ordered 
the Military Police to release 
Chan Leang immediately. 

The woman whom Chan 
Leang allegedly had an affair 
with is a resident of Phnom 
Penh. She was only detained 
briefly for questioning and 
then released without charges. 

according to a provincial 
Military Police officer who 
asked not to be named, Chan 
Leang told the judge that he 
and his wife had applied for 
a divorce at the court quite 
some time ago – with a claim 
that they had never slept to-
gether as grounds for the dis-
solution of their marriage – 
but the court had yet to issue 
a decision on the matter. 

Chan Leang could not be 
reached for comment.

District official guilty 
of adultery released  

Kingdom seeks recognition for 
anti-human trafficking efforts 
Voun Dara

T
He Cambodian government has 
sent a letter to the uN Network 
on Migration (Network) through 
the International Organisation 

for Migration (IOM) Cambodia request-
ing recognition for Cambodia as a Cham-
pion Country for eliminating or reducing 
impacts on migrants and successfully im-
plementing the Global Compact for Safe, 
Orderly and regular Migration (GCM). 

Chou bun eng, secretary of state and 
permanent vice-chair of the National 
Committee for Counter Trafficking 
(NCCT), told The Post on february 2 
that IOM has been pushing for recogni-
tion of Cambodia’s efforts to safeguard 
migrants and that they had encouraged 
the Cambodian government to become 
certified as a Champion Country by fully 
implementing the GCM agreement.

She said that the elimination or the re-
duction of impacts on migrants includ-
ed taking steps to prevent human rights 
and dignity violations of migrants and 
combating human trafficking.

“IOM and the Cambodian government 
have been working together in this area 
and the IOM saw all the progress we’ve 
made and encouraged us to file for Cham-
pion Country status by sending an official 
letter to the uN, so we sent the letter on 
January 13 of this year,” she said. 

bun eng added that in order to become 
listed as a Champion Country, the gov-
ernment has been making active efforts 
to fully implement the GCM and to start 
collecting data concerning human and 
migrant worker trafficking to share with 
countries and organisations that Cam-

bodia partners with on these issues. 
She noted that the members of the Na-

tional Committee for Counter Trafficking 
of Cambodia throughout the capital and 
provinces had continued their anti-traffick-
ing activities as planned despite the chal-
lenges posed by the Covid-19 pandemic.  

She went on to say that in order for an-
ti-human trafficking efforts to be effec-
tive, all relevant parties have to adhere 
to certain principles such as giving an 
appropriate level of their available assis-
tance to human-trafficking victims and 
through enforcement of the law.

“Cambodia is already facing in-
creased unemployment due to factory 
closures and then the loss of jobs in 
Thailand due to Covid-19 led to 130,000 
Cambodian migrant workers returning 
from Thailand last year.

“Human traffickers may view this 
situation as an opportunity to take ad-
vantage of jobless garment and migrant 
workers. So I think we will need the po-
lice to step-up enforcement measures 
this year to prevent a potential increase 
in trafficking,” said bun eng.

In a written statement, IOM expressed 
their admiration of Cambodia’s commit-
ment to ensure migrant rights and pre-
vent human trafficking. 

IOM also singled out bun eng for 
praise by mentioning her close coop-
eration with their organisation and her 
dedication to ending human trafficking. 

To close their statement, IOM thanked 
Prime Minister Hun Sen for his support 
of the GCM and lauded his decision to 
make Cambodia a Champion Country 
on these issues.

Chou Bun Eng, Secretary of State and Permanent Vice-Chair of the NCCT.  Ministry of interior

Heak Chan Leang, deputy governor 
of Prampi Makara district. supplied



Nov Sivutha

TWENTY-two cases connected 
with illegal forest clearance 
and wild animal and timber 
poaching in the Phnom Tnout-
Phnom Pok Wildlife Sanctuary 
were sent to court for prosecu-
tion last year, a decline of 50 
per cent over 2019.

Preah Vihear provincial 
Department of Environmental 
deputy director Meas Nhem 
said on February 2 that ten of 
the cases referred to the pro-
vincial court by officers under 
his command had returned 
verdicts with jail terms of one 
to five years.

The remaining 12 cases are 
ongoing in the court, and two 
additional cases from the first 
month of this year were filed 
on February 1, Nhem said.

He explained that rangers 
had educated violators and 
made them sign cease and 
desist orders. Rangers had also 
seized evidence pertaining to 
the cases.

Nhem noted that efforts by 
rangers to disseminate instruc-
tions through public outreach, 
as well as fining or prosecuting 
offenders, had resulted in a steep 
decline of forestry crimes.

He added that his depart-
ment is collaborating with 
USAID to determine and 
demarcate the boundaries of 
the wildlife sanctuary. Because 
separate areas of the forest had 

not been clearly designated in 
the past, residents were uncer-
tain which areas were for con-
servation and which they have 
a right to use.

The department plans to 
plant boundary poles around 
conservation areas so that res-
idents will understand clearly 
which areas they may use for 
their livelihoods, Nhem said.

“We have determined four 
sections – the core area, the con-
servation area, the sustainable 
development area and the com-
munity area.  Once they are 
marked as such, offences will 
decline further. Most violations 
have been committed by 
migrants from Siem Reap and 
Kampong Thom provinces. 

Local residents have committed 
the fewest offences,” he said.

Regarding law enforcement 
in and around sanctuary, Min-
istry of Environment spokes-
man Neth Pheaktra said the 
ministry was working with 
USAID and other partners as 
part of the Greening Prey Lang 
Project. Rangers have been 
engaging with communities 
and actively patrolling protect-
ed areas across the country. 

“Offences in the sanctuary are 
mostly cases of illegal land clear-
ance, animal poaching and tim-
ber logging. It is notable that 
strict enforcement of the laws, in 
conjunction with public educa-
tion and community participa-
tion has resulted in a recent 

decrease in violations,” he said.
Pheaktra acknowledged that 

illicit logging, hunting and 
trapping continued to occur, 
and the ministry sought means 
of promoting alternate liveli-
hoods for community mem-
bers. Currently, he said, resi-
dents living in protected 
natural areas collected too 
many forest products without 
sufficient consideration for 
biodiversity and sustainability. 

“If they cut one tree, the for-
est and animals remain. But 
in cases of encroachment and 
occupation, they burn the 
forest, and we need to stop it,” 
he said.

Local resident Pov Yat admit-
ted that he had previously hunt-
ed animals in the area, and 
while wildlife remained, they 
were not yet safe because others 
continued hunting. He noted, 
however, that the situation was 
improving because of efforts 
from rangers and conservation-
ist Ben Davis to enlist support 
from community members to 
stop encroachments.

Davis, an environmental 
activist from the US, noted 
that forestry crimes mostly 
occurred at night, but coop-
eration from rangers and com-
munity members had brought 
about a remarkable reduction 
such incidents.

“Without their assistance, it 
would be difficult to stop the 
offences in this area,” he said.

National
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Orm Bunthoeurn

THE Phnom Penh Municipal 
Department of Education, 
Youth and Sports is planning to 
transfer a Santhor Mok Primary 
School teacher in Phnom Penh 
to another facility for disciplin-
ary reasons after it was discov-
ered that he had been charging 
his students a monthly fee to 
attend his classes. 

Hem Sinareth, director of 
the Phnom Penh municipal 
education department, con-
firmed to The Post on Feb-
ruary 2 that his department 
and Santhor Muk Primary 
School management board 
had undertaken measures to 
initiate the transfer, though 
he declined to reveal the 
teacher’s identity.

“We can only confirm that 
the education department has 
taken administrative measures 
to change the [teacher’s] work-
place, but we cannot identify 
[the teacher] as it is not appro-
priate to do so,” he said.

Ive Bunthoeurn, the parent of 
a student at the school, wrote in 
a Facebook post on January 28 
that his daughter had been told 
by her teacher that she could 
not attend class if she did not 
pay for and attend the teacher’s 
extra study session and that 

she should go find some other 
teacher at another school. 

As with other public schools, 
Santhor Mok Primary School 
does not require students to 
pay tuition and their enrol-
ment is not contingent upon 
attendance at optional or ad-
ditional classes taught by its 
faculty members for a fee.

Buntheourn said in his Face-
book post that the cost for the 
extra class – referred to as the 
“teacher’s gratitude fee” – was 
60,000 riel ($15) per month.

Bunthoeurn told The Post 
on February 2 that Cambodi-
an society should not allow a 
person who only thinks about 
money and has no virtue to 
teach children.

“I want my kids to have a 
teacher with virtue who loves 
and understands their students 
and are only worried about cur-
ing their student’s ignorance 
with education,” he said.

Srey Neath, another parent 
from the school, posted on 
Facebook on January 30 that 
her youngest son – a Grade 
6 student at the school – had 
also been asked by his teacher 
to pay 60,000 riel per month 
on the first day of class.

She wrote that when asked 
about the fee, the teacher re-
sponded that it was to show 
the parents’ gratitude to the 
teacher for taking care of and 
teaching her son.

“I paid the money because 
I didn’t want to waste time 
negotiating with the teacher. 
There is a lot more that the 
teacher said to me that I’m not 
even mentioning. I have no re-
spect for this teacher at all. 

“The teacher also asked for 
20,000 riel to buy fans. What’s 
the rationale for buying new 
fans every year? I just don’t 
get it,” she wrote.

Some Grade 6 students at 
the school confirmed that the 
teacher in question had been 
asking for a fee to attend an ex-
tra class session and that they 
were told they could pay the 
full amount once per month or 
half of that every two weeks.

Reached by The Post for com-
ment, one of the students said: 
“The teacher requires all stu-
dents to attend the extra class 
and they couldn’t come to the 
regular class either without 
paying the extra class money. 

“They have to pay 60,000 riel 
per month for the extra class. 
For Grade 5, it was optional 
and some students paid for 
the extra class and some didn’t 
go, but they said that’s not pos-
sible for Grade 6 students.”

Neither the principal nor the 
other teachers at the school 
would comment on the issue. 
But Preap Kompheak, director 
of the department’s primary 
education office, said he gave 
a presentation to teachers and 
parents about the laws and 
policies relevant to the situa-
tion at a closed-door meeting 
at the school on February 1.

“We did a presentation 
about what the law states and 
the legal procedures available 
to them. We briefly touched 
on the laws regarding educa-
tion, the anti-corruption law, 
the general statute governing 
civil servants, the ministry’s 
guidelines and the education 
department’s policies. 

“Our goal is to prevent ir-
regularities in procedure and 
conduct like this from ever 
occurring or affecting Cam-
bodian students,” he said.

Kompheak said there are 
different grades of punish-
ment suitable to the severity 
of the offender’s conduct.

“First, how bad is the of-
fence? It could be the case 
that all that’s required is to 
educate them and get them 
to agree to cease the activity. 
Another disciplinary measure 
is a forced transfer to another 
position and probably one 
that is less desirable. 

“[We] could also freeze their 
salary and make them forego 
promotions for a period of time. 
And, of course, if the offence is 
a serious one or it is repeated 
then they will be dismissed 
from their job,” he said.

Education ministry spokes-
man Ros Soveacha told The 
Post on February 2 that in 
cases of policy irregularities in 
educational institutions across 
Cambodia, the school’s man-
agement board takes admin-
istrative measures to address 
those situations in cooperation 
with the education depart-
ment, which oversees these in-
stitutions and acts as the min-
istry’s office for liaison.

Teacher transferred 
for charging students 
fees to attend classes   

Minister urges incorporating 
road safety into curriculums
Mom Kunthear

M
INISTER of Inte-
rior Sar Kheng 
has requested 
that the Ministry 

of Education, Youth and Sport 
incorporate road safety into 
public education curriculums 
from pre-school so that small 
children will learn about the 
law and traffic signs. 

Speaking at an event to com-
memorate the 15th World Day 
of Remembrance for Road 
Traffic Victims on February 2 
in Kandal province, Sar Kheng 
sought cooperation from all 
ministries and state institutions, 
international organisations, 
media, artists and private sec-
tor enterprises to spread aware-
ness of the Road Traffic Law.

“We have already incorpo-
rated lessons pertaining to 
the traffic law into primary 
school level education pro-
grammes, but I think it should 
also be incorporated from the 
pre-school level.

“Letting pre-schoolers learn 
this will instil in them an un-
derstanding of the law. Other 
countries do so, and gradual-
ly our country has more cars 
and heavier traffic so we must 
consider conditions in the fu-
ture,” he said.

Sar Kheng encouraged teach-
ers to buy rubber traffic signs 
at the market and install them 
in their classrooms to facilitate 
children’s learning about them. 

Education ministry spokes-
man Ros Soveacha responded 

on February 2: “We continue 
to cooperate with the interior 
ministry and Handicap Inter-
national to arrange road traf-
fic safety education in curric-
ulums and have done so since 
2004. The education ministry 
has prepared road traffic safe-
ty education pamphlets for 
grades 1-9 which have been 
published since 2006.”

He added that the contents 
of the pamphlets have been 
fully incorporated into school 
books used by students in 
grades 1-6. Grade 7-9 students 
reviewed the contents when 

issued the pamphlets. Instruc-
tional materials have been 
provided for students and 
teachers, and teachers had 
been comprehensively trained 
in the matter since 2009.

“Road traffic safety educa-
tion for grade 10-12 students 
has been conducted in collab-
orative forums organised by 
the two ministries and Handi-
cap International. Documents 
used in the forums include the 
sub-decree on the Road Traf-
fic Law and other instructive 
materials,” Soveacha said.

Sar Kheng noted that day of 

commemoration allowed peo-
ple to share in victims’ pain and 
reminded road users to learn 
about the risk of the accidents 
caused by reckless driving and 
disrespect for the law.

An interior ministry report 
noted that traffic law enforce-
ment nationwide last year was 
more effective than in 2019 as 
there had been a reduction of 
942 reported traffic accidents 
amounting to a 23 per cent 
drop, while road fatalities de-
creased by 335 (17 per cent) 
and injuries declined by 1,455 
(24 per cent).

Sar Kheng during a ceremony marking the event in Kandal province on February 2. sar kheng via facebook

Forest crimes drop in protected areas

Environment ministry spokesman Neth Pheaktra shows a trap found at 
a wildlife sanctuary in Preah Vihear province. Yousos apdoulrashim

Our goal is to prevent 
irregularities in procedure and 

conduct like this from ever 
occurring or affecting students
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,900 17,000 17,000 16,660

2 GTI 3,420 3,480 3,480 3,200

3 PAS 14,000 13,900 14,000 13,500

4 PEPC 2,960 3,020 3,020 2,960

5 PPAP 11,740 11,800 11,800 11,740

6 PPSP 1,500 1,500 1,510 1,490

7 PWSA 6,100 6,100 6,100 6,000

Date: February 2, 2021

Business

renaissance: Gold extraction in Q2
May Kunmakara

r
eNaISSaNCe Miner-
als (Cambodia) Ltd, 
a subsidiary of aus-
tralia-listed emerald 

resources NL, reported that its 
coffers are full enough to devel-
op Okvau Gold Project in north-
eastern Mondulkiri province 
and reach first production in 
the second quarter of this year.

Located in the Okvau area of 
Keo Seima district in the prov-
ince’s southwest, the project 
made significant progress that 
is consistent with its develop-
ment timeline and budget, 
renaissance said in its fourth 
quarterly report, which was re-
ceived by The Post last week.

The company said its con-
solidated cash position at De-
cember 31 stood at approxi-
mately a$77 million (uS$58.6 
million), which it noted in-
dicates that it remains fully 
funded to develop the project, 
with additional contingency.

While the pandemic con-
tinues to stymie operations at 
the site, the company has yet 
to announce a delay or major 
schedule changes.

“The commitment and 
dedication of the company’s 
construction and operational 
workforce has limited the im-
pact of the Covid-19 pandemic 
to a level that to date has not de-
layed the project from forecast 

or increased costs materially.
“uncertainties around in-

ternational freight pose an 
ongoing concern to project 
development but have been 
considered in the develop-
ment timeline and have now 
largely been overcome with 
in excess of 75 per cent of all 
equipment on site,” renais-
sance said in the report.

Commenting on the compa-
ny’s performance during the 
fourth quarter of last year, em-

erald managing director Mor-
gan Hart said: “The company 
continued to advance devel-
opment activities at the Okvau 
Gold Project with earthworks 
and concrete works aligning 
well with the equipment de-
livery schedule as per the proj-
ect-development timeline.

“The project development 
has advanced significantly in 
line with expectations during 
the quarter which is a credit to 
our dedicated team in country. 

They are successfully managing 
logistical challenges brought on 
by the global pandemic whilst 
maintaining first-class proto-
cols to ensure the continued 
health and wellbeing of staff, 
contractors and stakeholders.” 

renaissance operations 
manager bernie Cleary told 
The Post that late last month, 
Minister of Mines and energy 
Suy Sem and his officials paid 
an onsite visit to the project.

He said: “The minister and 

delegates were very pleased to 
be present at the site and re-
ceive an overview of the con-
struction and mining activities 
for the first modern large scale 
gold mine in Cambodia.

“The project remains on 
track for gold production 
during the second quarter of 
2021 where from that point we 
will produce approximately 
107,000 ounces of gold per an-
num from a single open cut pit 
and gold processing facility.”

The environmental and so-
cial impact assessment (eSIa) 
for the project was finalised 
in July 2017 and approved by 
the Ministry of environment 
in November that year, ac-
cording to renaissance.

In July 2018, the renaissance 
was granted an Industrial Min-
ing Licence covering 11.5sq km 
and allowing for development 
of the project. The company 
notes that the “licence has an 
initial 15-year period with the 
right to two renewals of up to 
10 years for each in accordance 
with Cambodian laws”.

In December 2019, a Min-
eral Investment agreement 
(MIa) was signed by the en-
ergy ministry and Ministry of 
economy and finance which 
renaissance stresses “pro-
vides certainty and stability 
of the fiscal regime for the de-
velopment and operations of 
the Okvau Gold Project”.

Mango exporter: 1,000 tonnes to S Korea in 2021
Thou Vireak

SOuTH Korean firm Hyundai 
agro (Cambodia) Co Ltd plans 
to export 1,000 tonnes of fresh 
Keo romiet mangoes to the 
South Korean market this year, 
according to Minister of agri-

culture, forestry and fisheries 
Veng Sakhon on february 2.

following the January 20 suc-
cessful pilot export of one tonne 
of the Kingdom’s predominant 
variety of the fruit, Sakhon said 
the company’s outlook for 
steadily rising export figures in 

the upcoming harvest season 
became all the rosier.

“The agriculture ministry is 
sparing no effort in its imple-
mentation of the government’s 
policy on abetting agricultural 
production to ensure food 
security and exports, as well as 
backing the national economy 
against the backdrop of the 
global epidemic,” he said.

Cambodia has exported 77 
tonnes of fresh mangoes to 
South Korea since its inaugural 
shipment on January 15, 2020, 
according to the minister.

Mao Sothea, sales manager 
of mango processor and 
exporter Kirirom food Prod-
uct Co Ltd, said South Korea 
would be the second largest 
market for mango and its 
products, next only to China.

“The Cambodia-Korea bilat-
eral free trade agreement coming 

into force will only engorge the 
market for Cambodia,” she said. 
The fourth round of talks for the 
deal concluded last month.

Ngin Chhay, director-gener-
al of the ministry’s General 
Directorate of agriculture, told 
The Post that the Kingdom by 
and large exports the Keo 
romiet cultivar to the South 
Korean, Chinese and Vietnam-
ese markets.

He voiced optimism that Cam-
bodia would be able to export 
fresh mangoes directly to the 
Chinese market early this year.

“We have evaluated mango 
plantations and six companies 
have already applied for the 
maiden export to China. With 
the documents under review, 
I hope to start exporting man-
goes directly to China in early 
2021,” Chhay said.

Citing a mid-December report 

from the directorate, Sakhon 
said Cambodia has 124,319ha of 
mango plantations, of which 
91,398ha are harvested with an 
average yield of 1,448,677 tonnes 
per hectare per season. This 
translates to an average of 15.85 
tonnes per hectare per season.

according to the minister, 
four companies are building 
hot water treatment (HWT) 
and vapour heat treatment 
(VHT) facilities to sterilise 
their crops and exterminate 
pests and will be ready soon.

The ministry estimates that 
Cambodia exported more than 
8.55 million tonnes of agro-
industrial products worth more 
than $2.32 billion through for-
mal and informal means.

Of that, outbound shipments 
of fresh mangoes clocked in at 
945,274.44 tonnes, worth 
$473,207,700.

The Okvau Gold Project is in the Okvau area of Mondulkiri province’s Keo Seima district. EMERALD RESOURCES

Cambodia has exported 77 tonnes of fresh mangoes to South Korea 
since its inaugural shipment on January 15, 2020. HENG CHIVOAN

Scholar: Local 
goods, politics 
cause drop in 
Thai imports
Continued from page 1

“as a result, we need to 
encourage foreign investment 
in the processing industry to 
promote small and medium-
sized enterprises in a manner 
consistent with phytosani-
tary and quality standards 
and allow us the ability to 
compete with them sooner or 
later,” he said.

Hong Vanak, director of the 
royal academy of Cambodia’s 
International economics 
Department, said the Covid-19 
outbreak had put a squeeze on 
trade relations between the 
two countries.

On the other hand, he point-
ed out that Cambodia’s added 
capacity to produce consumer 
goods had replaced large 
swathes of imports from Thai-
land with domestic merchan-
dise, leading to the dwindling 
trade figures posted in 2020.

“another reason I’ve seen is 
that Cambodia’s building-up 
of strong relations with other 
countries such as China, South 
Korea, Japan and Vietnam has 
led to more goods being 
imported from them in favour 
of those from Thailand.

“Political tensions in Thai-
land could also result in detri-
mental repercussions on trade 
with Cambodia,” Vanak said.

Cambodian ambassador to 
Thailand Ouk Sorphorn told 
The Post in November that 
Cambodia will set up the Cam-
bodian business Council in 
bangkok, in a move to shore 
up bilateral trade and woo 
more Thai investors to Cam-
bodia.

bilateral trade volume 
between Cambodia and Thai-
land was worth about $9 bil-
lion in 2019, gaining 7.14 per 
cent from $8.4 billion in 2018, 
according to the Thai embassy 
in Phnom Penh.

and according to Sorphorn, 
Thailand was among the nine 
biggest investors in Cambodia, 
pumping $967.89 million in 
foreign direct investment into 
the country between 1994 and 
the end of the third quarter of 
2017.
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BP 20% sells gas field to PTTEP for $2.6B
BRITISH energy giant BP on 
February 1 said it had sold a 
20 per cent stake in Oman’s 
block 61 gas field to Thai-
land’s state-controlled PTTEP 
for $2.6 billion.

BP, which like its peers has 
been hit hard as coronavirus 
lockdowns slash energy de-
mand, will retain a 40 per cent 
stake and continue to operate 
the block, London-listed gi-
ant added in a statement.

BP CEO Bernard Looney 
said: “We are committed to 
BP’s business in Oman.

“This agreement allows us 
to remain at the heart of this 
world-class development 
while also making important 
progress in our global divest-
ment programme.”

Under Looney, who took 
over the reins at BP a year ago 
as the pandemic began taking 
hold worldwide, the group is 
looking to raise $25 billion 
from asset sales by 2025.

Its previous divestment was 
last year’s sale of BP’s petro-
chemical business to private-
ly-owned rival Ineos for $5.0 
billion.

Block 61, which covers 
around 3,950sq km in cen-
tral Oman, contains the larg-
est tight gas development in 
the Middle East, February 1’s 
statement added.

Tight gas refers to natural 
gas trapped in rock.

In a separate statement, PT-

TEP said its entry into one of 
the largest gas developments 
in the Middle East “will im-
mediately add to the compa-
ny’s petroleum reserves and 
sales volumes . . . and open up 
further investment opportu-
nities” in the region.

“Block 61 is a producing 
onshore gas field with enor-
mous resources and signifi-
cant importance to Oman’s 
natural gas market,” it said, 
adding that it has the capacity 
to deliver about 35 per cent of 
total gas output in the Gulf 
sultanate. 

BP on February 2 reported 

a huge $20.3 billion net loss 
for last year, despite a slen-
der fourth-quarter profit. The 
loss contrasted sharply with 
net profit of $4.0 billion in 
2019, it said.

It said the loss was driven by 
tumbling oil and gas prices, as 
well as by significant impair-
ments and exploration write-
offs during a tumultuous year 
for the energy industry.

However in the fourth quar-
ter, net profit hit $1.36 billion 
after the $5.0 billion sale of 
BP’s petrochemical business 
to Ineos.

BP launched plans last year 

to axe about 10,000 jobs or 15 
per cent of its global workforce 
under a cost-cutting drive that 
ends in 2021, and embarked 
upon major asset disposals af-
ter coronavirus sparked huge 
asset writedowns.

After companies worldwide 
closed their doors and air-
lines grounded planes at the 
height of the Covid-19 out-
break towards the end of last 
year’s first quarter, oil prices 
dropped off a cliff, even brief-
ly turning negative.

Prices then rebounded 
sharply and are currently trad-
ing above $50 per barrel. AFP

BP says it has sold a 20 per cent stake in Oman’s block 61 gas field to Thailand’s PTTEP for $2.6 billion. BP

KB Kookmin 
Card completes 
stake purchase 
of Thai lender

CREDIT card issuer KB Kookmin 
Card on February 1 said it has 
completed the acquisition 

of a controlling stake of J Fintech, 
a Bangkok-based loan provider, 
speeding up the pace to infiltrate the 
Southeast Asian market.

With the latest takeover, the credit 
card business becomes the first 
South Korean company to make 
an official entry to the Thai lending 
industry.

The card company invested 24 
billion won ($21.5 million) to acquire 
the 50 per cent stake in the Thai 
lender, while the remaining 50 per 
cent will be owned by Jay Mart, a 
mobile phone distributor and debt 
collector in the local market.

The Korean firm will take control 
of the lending firm since it will hold 
50.99 per cent voting rights. The 
company said that it will be able to 
sell financial products through Jay 
Mart’s 400 mobile phone retail shops 
across Thailand. The acquisition 
came after the card issuer signed an 
agreement for the takeover with Jay 
Mart in April last year.

“The company now operates four 
local businesses and one regional of-
fice in five Southeast Asian nations – 
Thailand, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos 
and Myanmar,” said an official from 
the company, adding that it would try 
to nurture the Thai business into a 
top lending firm in the local market.

Looking for new business oppor-
tunities across Asia, the credit card 
business operator has been acquir-
ing financial and banking companies 
in the area, including a Cambodian 
bank in 2018 and a financial firm in 
Indonesia last year. THE KOREA HERALD/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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ONLINE trading platform Rob-
inhood, which has seen de-
mand surge amid a social media 
campaign targeting GameStop 
and other companies, said on 
February 1 it had raised $3.4 bil-
lion to finance its needs.

That includes $1 billion raised 
last week, then another $2.4 
billion “to continue to invest in 
record customer growth”, Rob-
inhood said in a blog.

The funds represent more 
than the total amount raised 
by the company since its in-
ception, The Wall Street Jour-
nal reported.

The new funding round was 
led by Ribbit Capital and exist-
ing investors like ICONIQ Capi-
tal, Andreessen Horowitz, Se-
quoia, Index Ventures and NEA 
participated, Robinhood said.

“This funding is a strong 
sign of confidence from in-
vestors and will help us build 
for the future and continue to 
serve people through the ex-
ponential growth we’ve seen 
this year,” Robinhood said.

Traders who banded together 
over Reddit and other social me-
dia platforms have used Robin-
hood to make massive share 
purchases of GameStop, AMC 
Entertainment and other strug-
gling companies that wealthy 

investors had bet against.
The campaign, intended 

to make hedge funds and 
other large investors suffer, 
has caused the share prices 
of these companies to soar, 
and US and British securities 
regulators have said they were 
watching the volatile markets.

It’s also upped the strain on 
Robinhood, which needs to 
maintain a certain amount of 
funds in the financial institu-
tions that facilitate orders made 
on its platform. When it sees in-
creased demand, that liquidity 
needs to increase as well.

An app popular among retail 
investors whose stated goal is 
to “democratise finance for 
all”, Robinhood on January 28 
decided to limit trades on the 
most volatile stocks, before 
reversing course the next day.

In a January 31 interview 
with Tesla boss Elon Musk, 
Robinhood CEO Vlad Tenev 
said his company had to put 
down a $3 billion security de-
posit with its clearing houses 
amid the trading frenzy.

However GameStop ap-
peared to have lost some of 
its momentum, with the stock 
dropping 27.6 per cent around 
1830 on February 1. AMC was 
up by 5.7 per cent. AFP

Robinhood raises 
$3.4B to meet needs 
amid GameStop saga

Visa fees here to stay, PM says
Hin Pisei

C
AMBODIA will continue 
to charge visa fees for for-
eigner visitors to Cambo-
dia, even with a flurry of 

requests from industry insiders peti-
tioning the government to drop them 
in hopes of reviving international 
tourism from its Covid-19 slump.

Prime Minister Hun Sen announced 
the decision on February 1 while pre-
siding over a ceremony commemo-
rating the groundbreaking of the 
Bakheng Water Production Facilities 
and the inauguration of the Chamcar 
Mon Water Production Facilities.

He explained that growth of rev-
enue from visa fees is conducive 
to national development and that 
scrapping them without a viable al-
ternative would be ill-advised.

Such fees are not exclusive to Cam-
bodia, he noted, adding that some 
developed countries such as France 
charge international visitors even 
larger sums to enter the country.

“In France, they take in a more-than-
$100 fee for each visa and they [foreign-
ers] end up going there, but for us it’s 
$30 – why is it that they cannot come?”

“That’s why I don’t agree with any 
of the requests for Cambodia to stop 
charging visa fees as a gesture to en-
tice tourists. I don’t agree, so it’s all 
kaput – Cambodia still has no alter-
native” for revenue generated from 
visa fees, Hun Sen said, pointing out 
its non-tax revenue classification.

With 6.6 million international visi-
tors to the Kingdom in 2019 prior to 
Covid-19, he noted that Cambodia 
reeled in “up to about $180 million” 
in income from visa fees that year.

The prime minister, however, 
voiced willingness to drop the fees if a 
feasible alternative source of revenue 
from the tourism sector is available.

The Kingdom welcomed just 1.31 

million international visitors last 
year, cratering 80 per cent from 2019 
due to Covid-19, according to Minis-
ter of Tourism Thong Khon.

Cambodia Association of Travel Agents 
president Chhay Sivlin told The Post on 
February 2 that any form of tourism 
incentive that centres on encouraging 
a return in international visitors to the 
Kingdom is crucial at this time.

Tightened travel restriction 
measures around the world have 
scotched hope of a quick recovery 
for the industry, she said. “Without 
the proper motivation, I don’t expect 
tourism to recover much in 2021.”

She encouraged the government to 
ease travel restrictions concerning 

document requirements, quarantine 
procedures and deposits for Covid-
19 service charges, as well as to work 
with countries that are perceived to 
have managed the Covid-19 crisis 
well and set up travel bubbles.

Khmer Angkor Tour Guide Associa-
tion (KATGA) president Khieu Thy said 
a visa fee waiver is necessary to pro-
vide the industry a firm foothold and 
should be offered as soon as a replace-
ment source of income is secured.

“I hope the waiver of visa fees will 
be a boon once other sectors can 
generate more revenue, especially for 
countries that have strong tourism 
relations with Cambodia,” he said.

Even if a waiver cannot be granted 

to nationals of every country, Thy 
suggested starting the scheme with 
countries that have a high number of 
visitors to Cambodia, listing China, 
India, the US, Canada and those in 
the EU as examples.

He pointed out that visitors from 
ASEAN countries are not required to 
pay the non-refundable, non-trans-
ferable visa application fee.

Cambodia welcomed 6.61 million 
international tourists in 2019, mark-
ing a 6.6 per cent surge from 2018’s 
6.20 million, ministry data show.

The Kingdom earned $4.91 billion 
in international tourism receipts in 
2019, up 12.4 per cent from $4.37 bil-
lion in 2018.

Cambodia welcomed 6.61 million international tourists in 2019, marking a 6.6 per cent surge from 2018’s 6.20 million. HONG MENEA
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The Ministry of education, 
Youth and Sport (MoeYS) has 
highlighted three compo-
nents as contributing to the 

strengthening of student ethics to 
enhance the quality of education. 

The first is the adoption of pre-
ventive measures against inappro-
priate behaviour on Valentine’s Day 
at all public and private educational 
institutions. 

The second is the development of 
all aspects of student ethics via the 
curriculum at all grade levels. 

The third is the signing of a 
Memorandum of Agreement with the 
Constitutional Council on incorporat-
ing certain articles of the Constitution 
of the Kingdom of Cambodia into the 
curriculum.

preventive measures 
The Ministry of education has ad-

opted preventive measures against in-
appropriate behaviour on Valentine’s 
Day at public and private education 
institutions to continue promoting the 
quality of education. 

Valentine’s Day is not a Khmer tra-
dition, and the Ministry has observed 
that some students are confused as to 
its meaning. 

This confusion can cause some  
to be distracted from their studies  
and disregard Cambodian culture  
and traditions.  

To continue strengthening  
the implementation of internal  
regulations for educational  
institutions, MoeYS has issued 
instruction on preventive measures 
against inappropriate behaviour on 
February 14 at public and private 
institutions.

These include using all avenues to 
disseminate information to students – 
including addressing students during 
assembly before the national anthem 
– regarding Valentine’s Day.

The firm implementation of  
educational institutions’ internal 
regulations, particularly regarding 
ethics and discipline management, 
through checks on student attendance 
is also urged. 

Utilising youth counselling boards 
and school-based children’s boards is 
encouraged, as is applying the ‘friends 
educate friends’ approach. 

Communicating closely with 
parents, guardians and the wider 
community to provide and receive 
information related to any inappropri-
ate behaviour by students is encour-
aged, with action to educate and give 
advice to students to be taken in a 
timely manner.

The Ministry of education ap-
preciates the measures being taken 
and believes continuing attention in 
adopting these instructions will lead 
to greater effectiveness. 

The ministry calls for provincial 
departments of education, Youth  
and Sport, school management 
and all stakeholders to implement 
declaration No1258 dated March 
27, 2009 on internal regulations for 
primary education institutions and 
declaration No2786 dated October 

22, 2009 on internal regulations for 
public secondary general education 
institutions.

promotion of student ethics 
The Ministry of education consid-

ers an individual’s morality to be the 
product of a combination of innate 
and social factors. 

Innate factors are those present in 
an individual from birth, while social 
factors refer to influences from family, 
friends, schooling and the wider com-
munity. Based on these factors, the 
strength of an individual’s ethics is 
dependent on the contributions of all 
stakeholders. 

MoeYS consequently understands 
fully that one of the key roles of the 
ministry is to strengthen individuals’ 

ethics through the curriculum at all 
grade levels and with positive col-
laborations with relevant ministries, 
organisations, development partners 
and other key players. 

The ministry has included Mor-
als and Civics in the curriculum 
from kindergarten to Grade 12. For 
kindergarten and primary education, 
the ministry has added Social Studies 
as a subject. 

From Grades 7- 12, Morals and 
Civics has been included as a separate 
major subject, providing in-depth 
study of culture, tradition, religion, 
and individual responsibility, as well as 
societal and global morals and ethics, 
and treaties and laws regarding human 
rights, and becoming a global citizen.

The Ministry of education has 
instructed all educational institutions 
to fully implement the curriculum 
incorporated with civic morality. 

This is to contribute to strengthen-
ing capacity at all grade levels for 
students to become global citizens with 
the right attitude, and the knowledge, 
skills and values in response to na-
tional, regional and global contexts.

memorandum of understanding 
To further contribute to promot-

ing good citizenship and strong social 
morality, MoeYS and the Constitu-
tional Council signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) on incorporat-
ing certain articles of the Constitution 
of the Kingdom of Cambodia in the 
curriculum. 

he Im Chhun Lim, the director of 
the Constitutional Council and he Dr 

hang Chuon Naron, the minister of 
education, Youth and Sport, inked the 
agreement on  March 1, 2019.

The director of Constitutional 
Council and Minister of education 
both recognise that Constitution is the 
highest law in the Kingdom of Cam-
bodia, which everyone must follow as 
conscientious citizens.

Knowledge of the main principles 
stated in the Constitution is important 
in strengthening patriotic commitment 
and social responsibility.

With the MoU, the Constitutional 
Council and the Ministry of education 
have agreed to incorporate parts of the 
Constitution in the primary, second-
ary and upper-secondary education 
curricula.

The Constitutional Council shall 
provide technical support in develop-

ing lesson content related to the basic 
constitutional regulations incorporated 
in the curricula of the three education-
al levels, while MoeYS has published 
appropriate lesson content.

The two bodies have agreed to 
establish a working group to fulfil this 
work, with the results to be approved 
by the directors of both organisations. 

This working group is preparing 
action plans in response to the MoU to 
illustrate the detailed processed of the 
work and its timeframe. 

Thus, MoeYS continues to be  
committed to preventing inappropriate 
behaviour on Valentine’s Day, while 
promoting student ethics through the 
curriculum and the MoU on incorpo-
rating the Cambodian Constitution  
to further strengthen the quality of 
education in the Kingdom. 

Strengthening student ethics 
to elevate quality of education

”
One of the key  
roles of the ministry 
is to strengthen 
individuals’ ethics 
through the curriculum 
at all grade levels 
and with positive 
collaborations From Grades 7- 12, Morals and Civics has been included as a separate major subject. MOEYS 

The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport continues to be committed to the strengthening of student ethics. MOEYS
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To hear the new White house 
spokeswoman tell it, uS President 
Joe biden’s team doesn’t spend a lot 
of time thinking about former leader 
Donald Trump – and they certainly 
don’t miss him on Twitter.

White house press secretary Jen 
Psaki was asked at the daily briefing 
on february 1 whether Trump’s ban-
ishment from Twitter makes it easier 
for biden to negotiate a Covid-19 re-
lief package with Congress. 

“This may be hard to believe,” Psaki 
told reporters. “We don’t spend a lot of 
time talking about or thinking about 
president Trump here – former presi-
dent Trump to be very clear.

“I think that is a question that’s 
probably more appropriate for re-
publican members [of Congress] 
who are looking for ways to support 

a bipartisan package and whether 
that gives them space,” she said. 

“but I can’t say we miss him on 
Twitter,” Psaki added. 

asked whether biden favoured 
Trump’s continued ban from his fa-
vourite messaging platform, Psaki said 
“that’s a decision made by Twitter”.

“We’ve certainly spoken to and he’s 
spoken to the need for social media 
platforms to continue to take steps 
to reduce hate speech,” she said.

Twitter banned Trump in the wake 
of the January 6 storming of the uS 
Capitol by his supporters, citing a “risk 
of further incitement of violence”.

The decision was condemned by 
supporters of the former president but 
also by some free speech advocates 
who voiced concern about the power 
of social media companies. afp

eu aims to boost 
jabs rollout as 
variants spread

uS White house says not 
preoccupied with Trump

Iran foreign minister asks europe to 
coordinate uS return to nuclear deal

T
he eu put on a brave face on 
february 1, defending its trou-
bled vaccination programme 
and insisting that renewed 

pledges of vaccine deliveries would 
make up for a production shortfall.

Pharmaceutical giants have scram-
bled to ramp up production and de-
liveries as Chancellor angela Merkel 
held talks in berlin with German 
political leaders and vaccine makers, 
while anger grew over the eu’s slug-
gish inoculation campaign.

The virus is known to have infect-
ed almost 103 million people so far 
– with more than 2.2 million deaths 
– and countries are desperate to 
move ahead with vaccinations and 
lift economy-crippling restrictions.

a new study showed that Covid-19 
treatments and improved hospital 
care had reduced death rates in in-
tensive care by more than a third, 
but warned that this progress might 
be stalling.

New, more contagious virus vari-
ants have also added pressure, with 
Lithuania on february 1 becoming 

the latest country to detect a case of 
a strain that first emerged in britain.

britain, meanwhile, said it would 
increase testing for a variant first de-
tected in South africa after nearly a 
dozen cases were confirmed.

Delays have dogged both the pro-
curement and rollout of vaccines in 
the eu, and Merkel has come under 
fire for allowing the european Com-
mission take the lead in securing 
vaccines for the 27-nation bloc.

but Germany’s bioNTech and its 
uS partner Pfizer on february 1 said 
improvements in their production 
capabilities would allow them to 
speed up supplies, pledging to send 
75 million doses in the spring.

european Commission chief ursula 
von der Leyen on January 31 said as-
traZeneca will also boost shipments 
of its vaccine to the eu – although it 
would still ship less than foreseen in 
its initial agreement with brussels.

The british-Swedish group had 
previously said it could deliver only 
a quarter of the doses originally 
promised to brussels for the first 

quarter of the year, sparking outrage 
and accusations it was giving prefer-
ential treatment to britain.

Chemicals giant bayer, meanwhile, 
announced that from 2022 it would 
produce a coronavirus vaccine that 
fellow German pharmaceuticals 
company CureVac is developing.

The pledges came hours ahead of 

the talks in berlin, where Merkel said 
there are “good reasons” the eu’s 
rollout had got off to a slower start, 
such as avoiding rushed emergency 
approvals and lengthy negotiations 
with pharma companies.

Variants spread
In the uS, a group of republican 

senators met with President Joe 
biden to discuss an alternative to his 
$1.9 trillion virus relief plan, arguing 
that a scaled-down approach could 
garner bipartisan support.

No agreement was reached, but 
republican Senator Susan Collins 
described the meeting as “frank and 
very useful”. afp

IraNIaN foreign minister Moham-
mad Javad Zarif on february 1 asked 
the eu to coordinate a synchronised 
return of both Washington and Teh-
ran into a nuclear deal, after a diplo-
matic standoff on who will act first.

uS President Joe biden has voiced 
support for returning to the accord, 
from which former leader Donald 
Trump exited, but has insisted that 
Tehran first resume full compliance 
by reversing measures it took to 
protest the sweeping sanctions im-
posed by his predecessor.

Zarif, who has previously demand-
ed an end to sanctions before Iran 
acts, offered a way forward during an 
interview on CNN International.

he told interviewer Christiane 
amanpour: “you know clearly there 
can be a mechanism to basically 
either synchronise it, or coordinate 
what can be done.”

Zarif said eu foreign policy chief 
Josep borrell should play a role in his 
position as coordinator of the 2015 
agreement – which also included 
britain, france and Germany as well 
as russia and China.

borrell can “sort of choreograph 
the actions that are needed to be 
taken by the united States and the 
actions that are needed to be taken 
by Iran”, Zarif said.

“The united States needs to come 
back into compliance and Iran will 
be ready immediately to respond. 
The timing is not the issue.”

Trump walked out of the deal ne-
gotiated under former president 
barack obama, vowing instead to 
strangle Iran’s economy and reduce 
its clout around the region.

The biden administration argues 

that Trump’s actions badly back-
fired, with Iran both moving away 
from the nuclear deal and only in-
tensifying its opposition to uS inter-
ests, with Secretary of State antony 
blinken warning that Iran could 
now produce enough fissile mate-
rial for a nuclear weapon within “a 
few months”.

but blinken again cautioned that a 
return to the nuclear accord would 
not be swift.

“If it decides to come back into 
the agreement – that may take some 
time, then it’s gonna take us some 
time to assess whether they, in fact, 
had made good on their obliga-

tions,” blinken told NbC News in an 
interview broadcast on february 1.

Zarif in his interview said that Iran 
could return to its previous commit-
ments “in less than a day”.

“Some may take a few days or 
weeks, but it won’t take any longer 
that it would take the united States 
to implement executive orders that 
are necessary to put back Iran’s oil, 
banking, transportation and other 
areas that President Trump violated, 
back into operation,” Zarif said.

Iran denies it is seeking a nuclear 
weapon but rival Israel has charged 
otherwise and threatened military 
action. afp

US medical workers prepare syringes with doses of Covid-19 vaccine while working behind beer taps at Fenway Park in Boston, 
Massachusetts. afp

US President Joe Biden meets with Republican Senators to discuss a coronavirus 
relief plan at the Oval office of the White House in Washington, DC, on Monday.  afp

Iranian foreign minister Mohammad Javad Zarif attends a joint press conference with 
his Russian counterpart following their talks in Moscow. RUSSIaN fOREIGN MINISTRY/afp
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Myanmar’s past of military rule

a
fter only a decade of civil-
ian rule, Myanmar’s junta 
have grabbed power again, 
arresting elected leader 

aung San Suu Kyi on february 1 after 
alleging fraud in her party’s landslide 
election win in November.

Here is some background about 
the hugely diverse country wedged 
between India and China, which has 
been condemned for its persecution 
of the Muslim rohingya minority:

Longest civil war
Myanmar is home to more than 100 

ethnic groups.
the majority are burman and 

buddhist but there are sizeable dis-
tinct minorities in a nation that also 
borders bangladesh, thailand and 
Laos.

Some of these ethnic groups have 
waged the world’s longest civil war 
against the central state for the last 
70 years, with conflict still raging in 
northern Kachin and eastern Shan 
states despite a recent ceasefire deal.

‘Democratic’ decade
after 49 years of military rule, the jun-

ta stepped back in 2011 and allowed a 
quasi-civilian government that restored 
basic rights.

In historic elections four years later, 
the head of the opposition National 
League for Democracy, Suu Kyi, won a 
landslide victory and became the coun-
try’s de facto leader.

the Nobel Peace Prize winner, who 
spent nearly two decades under house 
arrest until her release in 2010, embod-
ied a wave of hope that Myanmar was 
turning a corner on the road to democ-
racy.

Rohingya
but another long-running conflict in-

volving the nation’s Muslim rohingya 
minority has tarnished Suu Kyi’s image.

the rohingya are refused citizenship 
and unable to travel freely in Myanmar.

In august 2017, the military torched 
many of their villages in the western-
most state of rakhine, driving around 
740,000 into neighbouring bangladesh.

aid organisation Doctors Without 
borders said that at least 6,700 rohingya 
were killed in the first month of unrest.

the uN and uS denounced the vio-
lence as “ethnic cleansing”.

Suu Kyi pariah
Suu Kyi defended the crackdown on 

the rohingya, leading to calls for her 
to be stripped of her Nobel as she be-
came a pariah in the West.

She personally led Myanmar’s de-
fence of its actions at the Interna-
tional Court of Justice in the Hague 
in 2019 after the Gambia accused the 
country of genocide. 

two other cases have been filed 
against Myanmar, including an inves-
tigation by the International Criminal 
Court (ICJ). 

It rejected Suu Kyi’s defence last year 
and ordered Myanmar to take urgent 
steps to prevent genocide.

Some 600,000 rohingya still live in 
rakhine in what amnesty Interna-
tional has branded “apartheid” con-
ditions.

Drugs and rubies
blessed with a bounty of natural re-

sources – from rubies and jade to gas, 
oil and teak – fertile burma, as the 
country was once known, was also 
famed as asia’s rice bowl.

but nearly half a century of ruinous 
economic policies by the military saw 
its people sink into poverty as the gener-
als plunged the country into isolation.

With the end of outright military 
rule in 2011, the nation’s fortunes 
improved dramatically. Investment 
poured in and its growth rates were 
among the highest in asia.

but a third of the population of 54 
million people still live in poverty and 
much of the infrastructure is in a dire 
state.

and its illegal multi-billion-dollar 
drug trade is believed to outstrip that 
of its more infamous rivals in Latin 
america.

rebellious eastern Shan state is the 
epicentre of production, where a net-
work of local armed groups link up with 
transnational trafficking gangs. AFP

Vietnam’s 13th National CPV Congress adopts resolution
tHe 13th National Congress of 
the Communist Party of Viet-
nam (CPV) wrapped up on feb-
ruary 1 morning after eight 
working days, with its resolution 
adopted at the closing session.

On behalf of the congress’ 
presidium, Vo Van thuong 
reported on the results of the 
election of the Political bureau, 
the CPV secretary-general, the 
Secretariat, the Inspection 
Commission and its chairper-
son for the 13th tenure.

after that, the 13th CPV Cen-
tral Committee made its 
debut.

the congress warmly con-
gratulated Nguyen Phu trong 
on his re-election as secretary-
general of the 13th-tenure CPV 
Central Committee, and those 
who were elected to the com-
mittee, the Politburo, the Sec-

retariat, and the Inspection 
Commission.

On behalf of the 13th CPV 
Central Committee, trong 
emphasised that the 13th-
tenure Central Committee 
pledges to exert utmost efforts 
to surmount every difficulty to 
fulfil duties and be determined 
to successfully implement the 
Congress’ resolution.

at the closing session, Le 
Minh Hung, secretary of the 
Central Committee, chief of the 
committee’s Office and head of 
the note-takers’ board, read the 
congress’ draft resolution.

the congress then adopted 
the resolution.

the resolution stated that the 
congress agreed on the basic 
assessments of the implemen-
tation outcomes of the 12th 
National CPV Congress’ resolu-

tion; the 1991 Platform on 
National Construction during 
the transitional Period towards 
Socialism that was supple-
mented and developed in 2011; 
the 2011-2020 socio-economic 
development strategy; the 1991 
Platform; the 35 years of “Doi 
moi” (renewal) policy; along 
with national development ori-
entations and tasks for the 
future as noted in the docu-
ments submitted by the 12th-
tenure Central Committee to 
the 13th Congress.

the resolution said the 
achievements during the 35 
years of “Doi moi” and 30 years 
of implementing the 1991 Plat-
form, especially the 10 years of 
the platform supplemented and 
developed in 2011, have contin-
ued to affirm that the path to 
socialism in Vietnam matches 

the reality in the country and 
the development trend of the 
era, and that the CPV’s clear-
sighted leadership is the leading 
factor determining the success 
of Vietnam’s revolution.

amid fast and complicated 
developments in the global 
situation, the CPV’s platform 
remains “the flag of ideology, 
the flag of combat, the flag 
gathering the great national 
solidarity” for the goal of a rich 
people, strong nation and an 
equitable, democratic and 
civilised nation.

the resolution underlined the 
overall goals and concrete tar-
gets for 2025, 2030, and 2045; 
and identified major socio-eco-
nomic development targets for 
2021-2025; orientations for 
national development for 2021-
2030; and the six key tasks for the 

13th tenure. It also highlighted 
three strategic breakthroughs.

trong delivered the closing 
speech that reviewed the out-
standing results and successes 
of the Congress.

In particular, the congress 
asserted that the CPV will stay 
persistent in Marxism-Leninism 
and Ho Chi Minh’s ideology, 
continually apply and develop 
them in a creative manner that 
matches the reality in Vietnam 
in each period. It will also keep 
steadfast to the goal of national 
independence and socialism, 
and the “Doi moi” policy also for 
the goal of a rich people, strong 
nation and an equitable, demo-
cratic, and civilised nation.

the congress also stressed 
that the CPV must enhance 
party-building and rectifica-
tion work to a strong and clean 

party and political system, 
push ahead with improving its 
mettle and leadership and rul-
ing capacity in making and car-
rying out guidelines and poli-
cies in a way that matches the 
reality in Vietnam and the 
development trend of the era.

the congress also pointed to 
the need to take timely action to 
institutionalise, concretise, and 
effectively implement the CPV’s 
guidelines and the Vietnamese 
state’s policies and laws, while 
addressing shortcomings in the 
leadership, direction and organ-
isation of implementation.

trong appealed to the entire 
CPV, people and army, along 
with compatriots both at home 
and abroad to make all-out 
efforts to successfully carry 
out the Congress’ resolution. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Soldiers stand guard on a blockaded road to Myanmar’s parliament in Naypyidaw on Monday after the military detained the country’s de facto leader Aung San Suu Kyi and the country’s 
president in a coup. STR/AFP

Singapore 
firms fined 
for breach of 
Covid rules
MOre firms have been penal-
ised for failing to adhere to 
workplace safe management 
measures despite repeated 
calls to make working from 
home the default and to ensure 
safe distancing at the office.

between September 28 – when 
the measures were last eased – 
and January 15, there were 42 
employers fined for such laps-
es, the Ministry of Manpower 
told The Straits Times.

the most common viola-
tions were firms getting their 
employees to report to the 
office although they could 
work from home, and for fail-
ing to put clear safe distancing 
markers in common areas at 
the workplace.

the ministry fined the 42 
companies after inspecting 
5,380 workplaces.

this comes after the minis-
try imposed 52 fines of S$1,000 
(uS$750) each on errant 
employers in June, and ordered 
seven workplaces to shut for 
lapses.

In December, it had also 
launched an operation target-
ing the transport and storage 
sector in anticipation of 
increased activities due to the 
festive period.

While the vast majority of 
firms have been compliant, 
the ministry said it will con-
tinue to step up inspections 
and highlight areas employers 
should pay attention to.

Workplace safe management 
measures, which include caps 
on the number of workers 
allowed back in offices, were 
put in place at the end of the 
circuit breaker period in June 
last year.

they were last eased on Sep-
tember 28 when more employ-
ees were allowed to return to 
the workplace.

Last month, the Singapore 
National employers federa-
tion, the National trades union 
Congress and the ministry said 
working from home should 
remain the default arrange-
ment to minimise the risk of 
Covid-19 transmission in offic-
es. THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK
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T
O STreNGTHeN the visu-
alisation of “Cambodian 
economic Dreams”, the 
Kingdom is in real need of 

“economisation of political dis-
course” against the current danger-
ous trend of “politicisation of eco-
nomic discourse”.

Politicisation of economic discourse 
is dangerous not just for domestic 
politics but also for international rela-
tions. for instance, Cambodian 
diaspora is seen as pursuing high-lev-
el politicisation of economic dis-
course when they commonly call oth-
er nations to impose sanction on their 
own native countries. 

This is a stark contrast to Viet-
namese diaspora who always bring 
in investment capitals from all over 
the world to their own motherland, 
defying all ideological divide. even 
among politicians in the Southeast 
asian region, it is completely 
unheard of that they would resort to 
calling on foreigners to impose eco-
nomic sanction on their own 
nations, no matter how harsh their 
political competition is.

In terms of international relations, 
the politicisation of trade barriers 
and discrimination of economic 
activities based on geopolitical ori-
entation is a growing matter of con-
cern. Such politicisation does not 
only divide nations, and limit self-
determination on the choice of 
development but also disrupt the 
continuity and sustainability of eco-
nomic development and empower-
ment of developing nations. 

When one thinks of economisation 
of political discourse, there can be 
two approaches for discussion: future 
direction and policy tools.

Future direction
The core question lies on what kind 

of future economy that Cambodia is 
aspiring to become. Such discussion 
should be based on the past achieve-
ments of Cambodia’s socio-economic 
development, and it cannot be an 
abrupt imposition of perfect over-ex-
pectation of foreign economic and 
social models. 

Does Cambodia want to become an 
industrialised economy or still want 
to pursue a modernised agricultural 
nation? This question remains a “tug-
of-war” in terms of deep thinking, 
soul-searching and real development 
on the ground. 

Some may think that agriculture 
cannot make Cambodia rich; agricul-
ture sector still faces challenges in 
terms of unsustainable market devel-
opment, cost of logistics and eleva-
tion of farmers’ living standard; profit 
from producing rice the whole year 
can only buy one iPhone but produc-
ing one iPhone a day can buy a whole 
year of rice stock, etc. This group of 
thought think that Cambodia should 
shift towards “industrialisation” and 
“digitalisation” of its economy. 

but another group may think that 
Cambodia cannot be totally inde-
pendent from agriculture considering 
its industrial structure and labour 
force. When it comes to “industrialisa-
tion” and “digitalisation”, we tend to 
be over-conscious or over-reliant on 
external market, and thus Cambodia 
can be vulnerable to external shocks. 

It should be reminded that Cambo-
dia was saved by agriculture twice, 
when the country was affected by the 
asian financial crisis in 1997 and glo-
bal financial crisis in 2008. agriculture 

had acted as buffer industry to absorb 
shocks from the crisis when factory 
workers found safe haven by return-
ing to the farmland of their parents. 
This can happen only because the 
current factory workers are first-gen-
eration factory workers. We would not 
be so sure that the second-generation 
of factory workers can rely on their 
parents’ farmland again when their 
factories face a similar crisis.

So we could see that developments 
of various industries are not totally 
self-exclusive and self-independent, 
rather they can be mutually stimulat-
ing and have simultaneous develop-
ment. In a sense, such “tug-of-war” can 
also be healthy for Cambodia’s eco-
nomic development as it seeks to build 
stronger industrial base while enhanc-
ing resilience towards external shocks.

Policy tools 
There are endeavours that Cam-

bodia has been pursuing, and there 
can be some new inspirations along 
the way too.

firstly, the digital economy. Cur-
rently, the government is developing 
the digital economy policy and will 
introduce Policy framework for Dig-
ital Society and economy in the near 
future. Cambodia sees the opportu-
nities that new technologies can pro-
vide to developing countries to skip 
the learning curve of the traditional 
industrial development phase. 

Such policy will also better enhance 
Cambodia’s capability to cope with 
the impact of the fourth Industrial 
revolution, or Industry 4.0. It is 
observed that the government’s stra-
tegic vision is not to create a Cambo-
dian version of a Silicon Valley but to 
focus on a robust digital environment 

that allows the countries’ enterprises 
to connect with global value chains.

Secondly, the development of the 
multi-purpose special economic 
zone (SeZ). Cambodia plans to 
develop Preah Sihanouk province as 
a multi-purpose SeZ modeled after 
the Chinese city of Shenzhen. This 
is being pursued through, among 
others, the Industrial Development 
Policy (IDP) 2015-2025, and the for-
mulation and consequent imple-
mentation of the urban develop-
ment master plan emulated from 
the 1991 Shenzhen Master Plan.

Thirdly, the revitalisation of border 
economy. This is an inspiration from 
Thailand that is implementing its 
eastern economic Corridor (eeC) to 
develop cross border trade with 
neighbours. In fact, Cambodia also 
has a lot of provinces with its neigh-
bours; however, there is no known 
specific trade and economic policy 
designed exclusively for border prov-
inces other than the establishment of 
checkpoints and corridors.

Indeed, there are many other inspi-
rations for the development of Cambo-
dia’s economy. Many of these endeav-
ours and policies have already been 
clearly laid out in the government’s 
rectangular Strategy Phase IV in a very 
comprehensive manner with substan-
tive inputs from all policy-executors. 

It is known that the rectangular 
Strategy Phase IV is considered as 
policy tool to support Cambodia’s 
goal of becoming an upper middle-
income country by 2030 and a high-
income nation by 2050.

but as we speak, not many people 
can really visualise what Cambodia’s 
Vision 2030 and 2050 look like. It is 
anticipated that the next successor 

policy of the rectangular Strategy, 
whatever the name may be, should 
provide the public a better visualisa-
tion of these ambitious economic 
dreams. It is important to make the 
dreams “visible”and “feel-able” for all 
Cambodian people in their ordinary 
livelihood beyond the numeric dis-
play of economic statistics.

for example, to aim for science-
based agriculture with high produc-
tivity and good income generation 
for farmers. To make Cambodia 
become a“geographically-central” 
logistic hub in the Mekong region by 
2050. To build highly operational 
railway links by 2050. To create 
nation-wide quality hospitals to 
mitigate reliance on overseas medi-
cal treatments, and reliance on cen-
tral hospitals in the capital city. To 
create one million technological 
manpower by 2030. To create social 
security system to ensure that work-
ing people would not feel insecure 
when they fall ill, retire or lose their 
jobs by 2035. and so on and so forth.

These are merely the playing of 
thoughts. Of course, such dreams 
can be extreme, radical and unreal-
istic, but dreams can also be seen, 
felt and shared by people. Dreams 
can also give people the sense of 
hope on what economic develop-
ment really benefits them in their 
daily life. Dreams can give Cambo-
dian people strong confidence on 
their own country’s economic 
development, and feel the sense of 
security when we think of the well-
being of our next generations. 
Dreams can also help strengthen 
Cambodian people’s pride on their 
nation and common identities. 

We need to further promote “econ-
omisation of political discourse” so 
that we can collect and identify com-
mon desires among all stakeholders 
in our effort to further visualising and 
consolidating “Cambodian economic 
Dreams” that are shared by the peo-
ple and leaving no one behind.

Strengthening the visualisation of 
‘Cambodian Economic Dreams’

The core question lies on what kind of future economy that Cambodia is aspiring to become. Does Cambodia want to become an industria-
lised economy or still want to pursue a modernised agricultural nation? Yousos ApdoulrAshim

Opinion
Sim Vireak

The writer is strategic sdviser of the Asian 
Vision Institute (AVI)

The successor Rectangular 
Strategy policy should provide 

the public a better visualisation 
of ambitious economic dreams
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a
uSTraLIaN-bOrN em-
ily Williamson is one of the 
founders of the Siem reap-
based NGO reaCH, which 

sponsors a variety of programs with 
the broad goal of alleviating the del-
eterious effects of poverty that often 
prevent the poor from improving 
their circumstances from one gen-
eration to the next without the kind 
of targeted assistance that reaCH 
provides.

although she’s had many eclectic 
travel experiences, coming to Cam-
bodia for the first time when she 
was 18 years old was a turning point 
in Williamson’s life. 

The Kingdom of Wonder and the 
Cambodian people had such a huge 
impact on her that she returned mul-
tiple times to volunteer in 2015 be-
fore making the decision in 2016 to 
resettle in Siem reap long-term and 
devote her life to development work.

Her persistent dedication to em-
powering Cambodians culminated 
with Williamson founding reaCH, 
an NGO based in Cambodia but 
relying mainly on donations from 
abroad that is officially registered 
with both the Cambodian and aus-
tralian governments. 

She is passionate about helping 
families break the cycle of poverty by 
educating and empowering youths 
to succeed by gaining fair employ-
ment and changing their own lives 
for the better through reaCH’s stra-
tegically designed programmes.

unfortunately, things have not 
been going well financially for 
reaCH during the pandemic for 
reasons similar to those of many 
other businesses and charities who 
have all been suffering through eco-
nomic hardship for the past year. 

reaCH’s communications man-
ager Shiv fray tells The Post of the 
challenges that reaCH is facing:  

“reaCH relies solely on private 
donations from individuals around 
the world. It receives no large corpo-
rate sponsorship, government fund-
ing or grants. 

“We opened on March, 2, 2020. 
However, with the global pandemic 
forcing the countrywide closure of 
schools, reaCH was then mandated 
to close its classroom facilities just 
three days later. 

“Despite the school being closed 
we still have significant operating 
costs involved with distributing 
other kinds of aid through our other 
programmes, as well as rental fees 

and our Khmer staff’s salaries.
“In short, donations are low due 

to the pandemic but our costs have 
remained high as we continue to as-
sist families in need during this dif-
ficult period,” fray explains.

Williamson got the idea to do 
charity bike rides from participating 
in one for “Hands across the Water” 
in Thailand in 2017. 

She then successfully ran two 
cross-country charity bike rides in 
Cambodia for another local NGO 
before starting reaCH. Her inaugu-
ral “ride to reaCH” event was all set 
to take place in January 2021. 

ride to reaCH was originally 
planned as an international cycling 
event where supporters from across 
the world would fly to Cambodia to 
cycle 650km across the country to 
raise funds for reaCH. 

However, with borders being closed 
and travel restricted this was no lon-
ger a possibility – and the main fund-
raising event that would keep reaCH 
operating through 2021 could no lon-
ger go ahead as planned – but they did 
manage to pull off an unusual hybrid 
version of the event instead. 

“as a replacement for our inaugu-
ral charity bike ride the directors of 
reaCH developed a creative alterna-
tive which really strengthened the 
reaCH community by providing the 
kids in our programmes with an in-
credible experience,” Williamson says.

To adhere to government guidelines 
on gatherings, reaCH split the fund-

raiser into three events with smaller 
groups of riders consisting of reaCH 
staff members and youths from their 
programmes cycling together in 
Cambodia while people in a number 
of other countries simultaneously 
set out to do the same after secur-
ing pledges for donations from their 
friends, families and communities. 

reaCH called this innovative ap-
proach the Side by Side ride. Not 
all of their international volunteers 
were cycling, however:

“The three events had groups and 
individuals in 11 countries around 
the world running, cycling, swimming 
and even paddle boarding the same 
distances as our cyclists,” fray says.

The first event was hosted on Janu-
ary 9-10 with 10 youths between the 
ages of 15-17 who are reaCH pro-
gramme participants – along with 
the staff and volunteers – cycling 
200km in two days. 

The second was hosted on January 
16-17 with the adults accompanying 
11 students from the same age group 
and going that same distance. 

and the third event took place on 
January 23-24 with 11 more youths 
between the ages of 12-16 years old 
cycling a shorter age-adjusted dis-
tance of 130km.

On the morning of each of the 
events the students arrived at 
reaCH at 6am to eat a nutritious 
breakfast. after breakfast, all of the 
youths listened to a safety briefing 
by staff member rin borith and were 

introduced to the support crew. 
accompanied by staff in-person 

and with the solidarity of volunteers 
abroad, the students cycled for two 
days – with designated water and 
snack stops – until they reached the 
campus where their parents were 
waiting to cheer them on as they 
cycled across the finish line on the 
second day of all three events. 

Williamson and Chea Kosal, 
Khmer director of reaCH, cycled the 
200km alongside the youths while 
Joe Mcbride, another organisation 
founder and the director of reaCH’s 
english programme, drove behind 
the cyclists in a tuk-tuk carrying wa-
ter, a first-aid kit and other supplies. 

The parents of the youths who 
participated watched proudly as 
their children collected an award 
and medal onstage for recognition 
of their achievement after they had 
crossed the finish line.

“The obvious highlight of the event 
was watching as the proud reaCH 
parents and grandparents came on 
stage with their accomplished chil-
dren and grandchildren during the 
awards ceremony.

“Nothing makes our hearts burst 
more than seeing their smiles,” Wil-
liamson says. 

The length and distance of the 
ride was a challenge for the young 
cyclists – as was some of the terrain 
along their route.  

Cycling guide rin borith explains: 
“Some of the kids found the bumpy 

and sandy roads difficult to manoeu-
vre on with a bicycle, which is why 
there were support vehicles following 
us the entire route in the event that 
any of them needed to take a break. 

“Despite the difficult road condi-
tions, every rider did an incredible 
job,” borith says. 

The events were a great suc-
cess. They were able to raise suf-
ficient funds to continue operating 
reaCH’s programmes for four and 
a half more months and they are al-
ready planning their next big fund-
raiser while actively seeking other 
sources for donations to keep their 
programmes going.

The programmes help lift children 
and their families out of poverty and 
include classes for kids in several sub-
jects, health and nutrition outreach, 
computer literacy training, youth 
mentoring and offering food and fi-
nancial assistance to families whose 
children attend school regularly and 
join the reaCH rider’s Club. 

The reaCH rider’s Club goes on 
regular group bike rides, operates a 
repair shop and does bicycle main-
tenance and road safety workshops.

according to fray, prior to join-
ing the reaCH rider’s Club many 
of these teenage cyclists had already 
dropped out of school. Some of 
them had been working in Thailand 
illegally and others worked seven 
days per work up to 16 hours per day 
as the sole provider for their family.

 “One family had all been work-
ing illegally in Thailand together in 
construction, including their kids,” 
fray says.

Willamson explains that reaCH 
pays a stipend to selected families to 
enable their children to stop work-
ing and focus on going to school, 
volunteering through reaCH and 
participating in the rider’s Club.

“The two siblings from that fam-
ily are now proud members of the 
rider’s Club and their father told 
our social workers that as a result 
of their involvement with reaCH 
their entire family has been able to 
remain together in Siem reap. 

“Had they not been receiving 
reaCH’s support, they would have 
had no choice but to return with 
their children to work in rural Thai-
land and their kids would have 
missed out on getting a formal edu-
cation,” Williamson says. 

you can find out more about the 
important work reaCH is doing to 
end poverty in Cambodia and do-
nate to their cause via their website:

www.reachsiemreap.org/donate 

reaCH gives kids a ride out of poverty

Before every ride, the students ensure that they warm up, and it was certainly no different before they left the 
school gates for their 200km challenge. SUPPLIED

Every single youth that tried out, and has been training for the event, has a place. They could not be more excited 
to be representing their sponsors, completing the challenge and giving back to their own community. SUPPLIED

A screenshot from a video of second group of incredible teenagers who completed 200km and made it across the finish line. SUPPLIED



Wearing miniature face 
masks and clutching tiny bot-
tles of hand sanitiser, dolls 
representing the baby Jesus 
are being given a Covid-19 
theme in a pandemic-era twist 
to a Mexican tradition.

every February 2, Mexican 
Catholics mark Candlemas, the 
day when according to their 
tradition Christ was presented 
in the temple in Jerusalem.

it is usually an occasion for 
families to celebrate and to dig 
deep into the imagination to 
create new outfits for baby 
Jesus dolls.

This year’s trend is “Covid 
Child” – a sign of the times in 
the Latin american country, 
which has reported more than 
150,000 coronavirus deaths, 
one of the world’s highest tolls.

at a store in Mexico City’s 
historic district, dolls roughly 
the size of a newborn baby 
peer out at shoppers from 
behind their small masks and 
face shields.

Some are dressed in medical 

gowns while others wear white 
laboratory coats and even 
stethoscopes.

The idea is to “pay tribute to 
the doctors and nurses who 
are on the front line of this 
pandemic”, said manager 
Felipe garrido.

“it’s also to raise awareness 
so people understand that this 
is not a game and that we’re 
going through a very difficult 
situation,” he added.

“as we’re very religious peo-
ple, when we leave home and 
do the sign of the cross and 
turn to see the baby Jesus it 
reminds us that we must leave 
with a face shield, mask and 
hand sanitiser.”

Protecting loved ones
Despite a partial lockdown 

in the capital, customers still 
trickle into the store and oth-
ers like it to buy the pandem-
ic-themed clothes for their 
dolls.

aline Villegas, a 26-year-old 
physiotherapist, was buying a 

“Covid Child” for her father, a 
doctor, who always puts a baby 
Jesus on an altar in his office.

“He’s helping many patients 
with Covid-19, and i’m pro-
tecting him,” she said.

Previous themes for the baby 
Jesus dolls include football 
players, to the consternation 
of the Catholic Church.

inside the store, social dis-
tancing is strictly observed 
and the entry of customers is 
controlled.

But outside is a different 
matter.

a crowd, including many 
people without masks, throngs 
the streets.

Shops have been allowed to 

reopen in the historic centre 
despite the suspension of non-
essential activities in the capi-
tal, where coronavirus cases 
continue to soar.

Those infected include 
67-year-old President andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador, who 
after months of refusing to 
wear a mask announced on 

January 24 that he had Covid-
19, though he said his symp-
toms were mild.

Mexico City authorities say 
the spike in cases is largely due 
to people gathering during 
Christmas and the new Year, 
despite a plea from the Church 
for people to mark the occa-
sion at home. afp
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Swedish film fest 
offers nurse an 
isolated, island 
cinema for a week
a 

FrOnT-Line Swedish 
nurse is getting some 
Covid downtime with a 
week of private screenings 

of the gothenburg film festival, in a 
former lighthouse off the country’s 
west coast.

More than 12,000 candidates from 
45 countries applied to watch the 
festival’s films in almost near isola-
tion on an island 400km from Stock-
holm.

The prize is a week viewing as 
many of the festival’s 70 premieres as 
they like in a hotel in the former Pater 
noster Lighthouse. But they will be 
in isolation and will have no access 
to their own computer or laptop.

The bright-red lighthouse, built on 
a tiny island off Sweden’s west coast 

in 1868, is surrounded by a scatter-
ing of squat, red buildings originally 
built to house the lighthouse keep-
er’s family. it can only be reached 
by boat or helicopter, depending on 
the weather.

after a series of interviews and 
tests, festival organisers chose 
emergency nurse and film buff Lisa 
enroth for the prize, in keeping with 
the 2021 festival’s theme, Social Dis-
tances.

Before boarding a small speedboat 
out to the island on the clear, chill 
winter’s morning, enroth said she had 
applied not only out of her love for the 
cinema, but also to seek respite from 
her hectic work as an emergency 
nurse during the pandemic.

“it has been hectic, so it’s a nice op-

portunity just to be able to land and 
to reflect over the year,” she said.

Months working amid Covid crisis
Sweden, which has taken a light-

touch approach to the pandemic 
compared to its neighbours, has 
been facing a stronger than expect-
ed second wave of the virus. So far, 
more than 11,500 people have died 
from Covid-19 across the country.

enroth works in the emergency 
ward of a hospital in Skovde in cen-
tral Sweden. Since the start of the 
pandemic, her hospital’s work car-
ing for virus patients on top of their 
regular workload has been intense.

“We had a lot of Covid cases dur-
ing this year and every patient that 
has been admitted to the hospital 
has been passing through the emer-
gency ward,” she told journalists.

The organisers said they were sur-
prised by the numbers of applicants 
for the prize but were confident they 
had chosen the right candidate – not 
only for her love of cinema.

The festival’s creative director Jo-
nas Holmberg said: “She has also 
dedicated this past year in the front-
line against the Covid-19 pandemic.

“That’s also one of the reasons we 
chose her”.

Isolated screenings
Boarding the boat dressed in a 

thick survival suit, enroth sped over 
the calm, icy waters, jumping off in 

the island’s tiny harbour and disap-
pearing into her lodgings.

a screen has been set up in the 
lantern room at the top of the wind-
swept island’s lighthouse, offering 
a 360-degree view of the sea and 
coastline around.

another wide screen has been set 
up in one of the island’s buildings.

enroth will also have a tablet and 
headphones if she wants to watch 
films elsewhere on the island, which 
measures just 250m by 150m.

With only one other person stay-
ing permanently on the island – a 
safety precaution – enroth’s only 
contact with the outside world will 
be through her video diary about 
the films she has viewed.

The festival’s films will be shown 
online and two venues in gothen-
burg itself will allow screenings for 
just one person at a time.

Holmberg, the festival’s creative 
director, said he hoped events like 
these would maintain interest in the 
industry at a time when many screens 
are closed because of pandemic re-
strictions. He told journalists: “We are 
longing so much to come back to the 
cinemas and in the meantime we have 
to be creative and do the things that 
we can to create discussion.” afp

Baby Jesus dolls help raise Covid awareness in Mexico

Swedish Sandra Fogel applied to be one of the people allowed to see one of the 70 movies of the Gothenburg Film Festival, which 
this year takes place mostly online. afp

Passers-by walk in front of the entrance of the cinema Draken, where the Gothenburg Film Festival takes place from January 29 
until February 8, on Saturday in Gothenburg, Sweden. afp

‘Ninos Uribe’ sells representations of baby Jesus called ‘Covid Child’ to raise 
awareness on the preventive measures to take amid the pandemic. afp

View of dolls displayed for sale at the ‘Ninos Uribe’ traditional Mexican 
store in Mexico City on January 27. afp



Space tourism: New test flight 
in pipeline for Virgin Galactic
US-liSted space tourism com-
pany Virgin Galactic on Febru-
ary 1 said it planned a new test 
flight for its SpaceShipTwo craft 
this month after an aborted test 
in early december.

Richard Branson’s company 
said: “the flight window will 
open on February 13 with 
opportunities to fly through-
out February, pending good 
weather conditions and tech-
nical readiness.

“Pre-flight preparations are 

already underway at Space-
port America, New Mexico.”

it added the flight would 
test remedial work completed 
since the december test when 
the onboard computer halted 
ignition of the rocket motor.

SpaceShipTwo had been 
expected to take its first pas-
sengers into space later this 
year.

So far, 600 people who have 
paid up to $250,000 – Virgin 
Galactic calls them “future as-

tronauts” – have been waiting 
for years to take their seat.

SpaceShipTwo’s develop-
ment was delayed by a devas-
tating crash of the first one in 
2014 due to a pilot error.

When fully functional, the 
spacecraft will be taken up 
by a special plane and re-
leased at high altitude. Sec-
onds later, the spaceship – 
part plane, part rocket – will 
ignite its engine and blast 
upward. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Moll’s leg
  4 Nigerian currency
  9 Moth-repelling wood
 14 That Geller feller
 15 For everyone to hear
 16 Serve, as stew
 17 Word before “humor” or “will”
 18 Capable of compassion
 20 Narrow shelf
 22 First name among Yankee greats
 23 Scrambles to keep secret
 26 Touch lovingly
 30 Walk with a bounce
 32 Take down a peg or two
 34 Manning of the Giants
 36 Swung at sea
 38 Strange hoverers
 39 Honored woman
 41 Inches closer
 43 Trucker’s alert
 44 Old West command
 45 Puts on the line
 47 Two-___ paper towels
 48 Eight-piece groups
 51 Flowerlike bract
 53 “... upon receipt ___”

 55 More solemn
 58 Assassinated
 60 Bowler’s feat
 61 Moms have it
 67 “Alamitos” or “Altos” lead-in
 68 Where some teams play
 69 Cause a knot to be not
 70 Tokyo of yore
 71 Sheets of cotton
 72 Home addition?
 73 It may become hoarfrost
DOWN
  1 Sly quality
  2 Songwriter Harold
  3 It makes outdoor play suitable
  4 With nothing to hide?
  5 Hollywood’s MacGraw
  6 Suffix with “invent”
  7 Former NYC mayor Giuliani
  8 For this purpose
  9 Actress Danes
 10 Word before “drop” or “drum”
 11 Killer banned in 1973
 12 Inn serving
 13 Color to paint the town
 19 Old cousin of “Heck!”
 21 Baby word

 24 Assured vigor
 25 Did a farm job
 27 Birds now raised on farms
 28 Downplayed
 29 Pub perch
 31 Some fruit trees
 33 Spot in the distance
 34 Source of poi
 35 Durable wood
 37 They may make you lose sleep
 40 It may have a beautiful big mouth
 42 Sofa or bench
 46 Hid away
 49 Cars that don’t need gas
 50 Dover fish
 52 Kind of boot
 54 Embryo
 56 Destroy bit by bit
 57 Plant new seeds
 59 Stubborn person’s word
 61 Kind of “gift”
 62 Stat for a pitcher
 63 Take after taxes
 64 Blast supplier
 65 Native American of Utah
 66 Spy org.

“TAKE IT EASY” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

New york indoor dining 
makes Valentine’s return
l

iMited indoor din-
ing is set to resume 
in New york City from 
Valentine’s day, state 

governor Andrew Cuomo an-
nounced last week, as corona-
virus cases in the most popu-
lous US city continue to fall.

Cuomo said restaurants will 
be allowed to seat customers 
indoors at 25 per cent capac-
ity from February 14 if declin-
ing positivity rates hold.

the announcement pro-
vides some relief to New 
york’s battered restaurant and 

bars, which are struggling to 
bring in customers during the 
cold winter months.

the governor said the rate 
of people testing positive for 
Covid-19 in the city had fallen 
from 7.1 per cent in early Jan-
uary to 4.9 per cent today.

“All the models project that 
number to continue to drop,” 
Cuomo told reporters.

indoor dining was first halted 
in the spring as the virus rav-
aged New york City, where it has 
killed more than 26,000 people.

eating inside resumed 

in September before being 
closed again in december, 
much to the annoyance of be-
leaguered restaurant owners.

At least 1,000 restaurants 
have closed in New york due 
to the pandemic, according 
to the website eater.

the closures have put more 
than 140,000 people out of 
work, the NyC Hospitality Al-
liance says.

Cuomo added that based on 
current trajectories weddings 
with up to 150 guests would be 
allowed from March 15. AFP

Virgin Galactic founder Richard Branson said the flight window will open on February 13 with opportunities 
to fly throughout this month. AFP

Empty chairs are seen inside a restaurant in New York City. Limited indoor dining is set to resume in the most 
populous US city from Valentine’s Day. AFP
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Chelsea owner roman abramovich 
has pledged to fund efforts to stamp 
out discrimination after several Pre-
mier league stars, including Man-
chester united’s Marcus rashford, 
were subjected to online abuse.

Just hours after united manager Ole 
Gunnar solskjaer repeated calls for 
social media platforms to tackle rac-
ist abuse, abramovich joined the fight 
against internet trolls.

Chelsea defender reece James, West 
brom’s romaine sawyers and rash-
ford’s team-mates axel Tuanzebe and 
anthony Martial have also suffered 
online racist abuse over the past week.

abramovich is understood to have 
written to each member of the Chelsea 
men’s squad, including James, to express 
how “appalled” he was by the abuse and 
his renewed desire to fight it.

“I am appalled by the racist abuse 
targeted at reece on social media,” 
abramovich said.

“racism has no place in our club nor 
in our society. Our club is committed 
to fighting racism, anti-semitism and 
all forms of discrimination.

“We cannot allow this to continue 
unchecked. I have therefore direct-
ed the board to further increase the 
club’s efforts in this area and I will 
personally direct more funds towards 
this important work.”

russian billionaire abramovich 

wants Chelsea to “do more to challenge 
discrimination at our club, in our com-
munities and in the world around us”.

solskjaer, who last week echoed the 
club’s condemnation of the “mind-
less idiots” who abused Tuanzebe and 
Martial, faced more questions about 
the issue after rashford was attacked 
following saturday’s 0-0 draw at arse-
nal.

“This way of discrimination on so-
cial media, we can’t do a lot can we?” 
he said on Monday at a pre-match 
press conference.

“so we have to work with the plat-
forms and they’ve got to be stronger 
to make sure that we stop this.”

solskjaer, whose side host south-
ampton on Tuesday, said: “We all know 
there’s freedom of speech but this 
crosses a line of what’s unacceptable.

“It’s absolutely unacceptable behav-
iour in 2021 with the education. you 
feel the ignorance or you feel sorry for 
them – that’s what I always say.

“We’ve just got to help them and some-
times you help them by taking away the 
chance of expressing themselves, espe-
cially when they’re anonymous.”

rashford, a high-profile campaigner 
against child food poverty, acknowl-
edged the racist abuse on saturday 
but chose not to share offending 
screenshots.

“humanity and social media at its 

worst,” he tweeted. “yes I’m a black 
man and I live every day proud that 
I am.”

Police are investigating racist com-
ments sent to united players and ar-
rested a 49-year-old man on suspi-
cion of racially abusing sawyers.

britain’s Prince William, who is 
president of the english football as-
sociation, on sunday branded the 

racist abuse directed at footballers 
“despicable”.

“We all have a responsibility to cre-
ate an environment where such abuse 
is not tolerated, and those who choose 
to spread hate and division are held ac-
countable for their actions,” he tweeted.

“That responsibility extends to the 
platforms where so much of this ac-
tivity now takes place.” afp

super bowl week kicks off amid Covid

abramovich vows fight against discrimination

T
he final countdown 
to the super bowl got 
off to a low-key start 
on Monday with a 

virtual opening night media 
event, as the spectre of Covid-
19 hovered over the us sport-
ing showpiece.

With just six days until the 
Tampa bay buccaneers at-
tempt to dethrone the Kansas 
City Chiefs in the Nfl’s cham-
pionship game, players from 
both sides were adjusting to a 
new normal as a week of media 
activities got under way.

The super bowl’s “opening 
night” is usually played out 
in a crowded arena made up 
of fans and thousands of me-
dia against a backdrop of rock 
music and pyrotechnics as the 
teams are introduced.

safety issues surrounding 
Covid-19 however made the 
traditional circus-like kick-off a 
non-starter this year, leaving the 
likes of Tom brady and Patrick 
Mahomes to instead conduct 
press interviews via Zoom.

buccaneers quarterback 
brady, who is preparing for his 
10th super bowl, would nor-
mally expect to find himself in 
the centre of a scrum of dozens 
of cameras and journalists.

Instead he addressed media 
in front of a lone camera at the 
Tampa bay buccaneers team 
facility.

“Crazy media day. I’m sit-
ting here in an empty room,” 
brady remarked. “It’s very 
different from the other nine 
experiences.”

Chiefs counterpart Mahomes 
was similarly bemused by the 
contrast in surroundings, a 
year after being the centre of 
attention in Kansas City’s su-
per bowl victory over the san 
francisco 49ers.

“from last year to this year, 
very different,” said Mahomes.

In another departure from 
tradition, when participating 

teams arrive in the host super 
bowl city several days ahead 
of the game, the Chiefs are re-
maining in Kansas City until 
the weekend, when they will 
decamp for florida.

The buccaneers and the 43-
year-old brady – who will be-
come the oldest player to play 
in a super bowl on sunday 
when he chases his record sev-
enth championship – have the 
advantage of playing at home.

The bucs won the right to be-
come the first ever team to play 
a home super bowl after upset-
ting the Green bay Packers in 
the NfC Championship game 
at lambeau field last month.

“It’s all very unique,” brady 
said Monday. “I’m happy 
in my own bed, happy I’m 

eating good stuff at home, 
don’t have to travel, pack my 
clothes and all the other crap. 
There’s some real positives to 
take from it,” he said.

The slimmed-down feel to 
this year’s super bowl will be 
in evidence across the week, 
with fewer parties and smaller, 
ticketed fan events which will 
be staged outdoors and tightly 
controlled.

some us corporate titans 
meanwhile have opted to skip 
the television advertising bo-
nanza that accompanies the su-
per bowl, with the likes of bud-
weiser and Coca-Cola deciding 
to remain on the sidelines.

“This commitment is an in-
vestment in a future where we 
can all get back together safely 

over a beer,” budweiser said in 
a statement.

Capacity for sunday’s game 
meanwhile has been slashed 
by around two thirds, with only 
22,000 seats being filled.

some 7,500 of those tickets 
have been given to vaccinated 
us healthcare workers, while 
only 14,500 tickets went on 
sale to the public via a lottery. a 
further 2,000 seats will be filled 
in VIP suites.

The united states contin-
ues to battle against Covid-
19, which has infected 26.3 
million americans and left 
443,000 dead.

While the Nfl managed to 
complete its season with rela-
tively few hitches, the threat 
of coronavirus lurked over 

Monday’s media activities as 
the Chiefs confirmed that two 
players – receiver Demarcus 
robinson and center Daniel 
Kilgore – have been placed on 
the Covid-19 reserve list.

robinson and backup Kilg-
ore were placed in isolation 
after coming into contact 
with someone who had tested 
positive and must now record 
five consecutive days of nega-
tive tests to avoid missing the 
super bowl.

“The problem is you’re fight-
ing the invisible man,” Chiefs 
coach andy reid said. “It’s 
germs, and they’re hard to see. 
It just gets you when least ex-
pected, and we’re seeing that in 
everything. It’s an unfortunate 
thing.” afp

alCOhOl will be available 
to football fans in stadiums 
at the 2022 World Cup, but so 
far only to those purchasing 
hospitality packages, the con-
tractor behind the premium 
offerings has said.

Despite the Muslim nation’s 
strict rules around alcohol 
consumption, the announce-
ment indicates that Qatari 
authorities agree in principle 
with serving it at the venues – 
the clearest indication yet that 
beer and other drinks could be 
available for ordinary fans.

The question of alcohol at 
the World Cup has dogged the 
Qatari organisers since the 
conservative Islamic emir-
ate won the right to host the 
tournament back in 2010.

No ruling on the availabil-
ity of alcohol in stadiums for 
standard ticket-holders has 
yet been issued.

speaking at Monday’s launch 
of packages for the tourna-
ment, Jaime byrom, the chair-
man of MaTCh hospitality, the 
World Cup hospitality provider, 
said: “It is our expectation that 
people will be able to [drink].

“We expect that, depending 
on the decisions taken by oth-
ers – we will of course always 
comply with whatever regula-
tions, whatever laws are de-
creed – certainly at this point 
in time we are planning to be 
in a position to serve alcohol in 
our hospitality programme.”

In a sales presentation, 
MaTCh hospitality touted 
their most premium offering 
for the World Cup, the Pearl 
lounge box at the 80,000-seat 
lusail stadium, which will 
feature “mixologists, Cham-
pagne selection, sommeliers, 
and premium spirits”.

One group stage match in 
the Pearl lounge will cost 
from $4,950 per fan according 
to the fIfa hospitality site. 

sales and consumption of 
alcohol are tightly controlled 
in Qatar. Only a handful of bars 
and restaurants linked to luxu-
ry hotels are permitted to serve, 
and a single state-controlled 
off-licence bottle shop sells to 
holders of liquor permits. 

Temporary visitors, including 
football fans, will not be eligible 
to purchase from the bottle 
store under the current rules.

While alcohol prices have 
dipped modestly in recent 
years, a pint of beer outside of 
happy hours commonly costs 
in excess of $15, with glasses 
of wine reaching almost $20.

It is a crime to be intoxicated 
in public in Qatar and there is 
zero tolerance for drink driving.

Qatar experimented with a 
“wet fan zone” during the 2019 
fIfa Club World Cup when 
fans were permitted to con-
sume alcoholic beverages at a 
site on the outskirts of Doha. a 
beer cost around $7 and sup-
porters responded favourably.

There will be no fan zone 
at this year’s Club World Cup 
featuring european cham-
pions bayern Munich due to 
strict coronavirus prevention 
measures. afp

Tom Brady #12 of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers celebrates their 31 to 26 win over the Green Bay Packers during the NFC Championship game at 
Lambeau Field on January 24. GETTY IMaGES/afp

Chelsea’s Russian owner Roman Abramovich has pledged to fund efforts to stamp out 
discrimination after several Premier League stars were subjected to online abuse. afp

alcohol 
available 
for World 
Cup fans 
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Southampton seal 
late loan deal for 
Liverpool striker 
Takumi Minamino
L

iverpooL finally bolstered 
their defensive options by 
signing Schalke’s ozan Ka-
bak and preston’s ben Davies 

before the premier League transfer 
window slammed shut on Monday.

Meanwhile premier League cham-
pions’ Japanese attacking midfielder 
Takumi Minamino left for South-
ampton on loan until the end of 
the season in one of the few moves 
between premier League clubs on a 
quiet deadline day.

The January window is regarded 
as a sellers’ market and often a time 
for stop-gap measures but Liverpool 
were forced to act.

The champions are missing all of 
their senior central defenders, with 
virgil van Dijk, Joe Gomez and Joel 
Matip out of action. 

fabinho, who had impressed at 
centre-back after moving from his 
usual midfield position, recently 
joined the injured list while cap-
tain Jordan Henderson, who usually 
plays in midfield, has been forced to 
deputise at the back.

Japanese international Minamino 
departed anfield for Southampton 
in a surprise move allowed to be 
completed after the window shut be-
cause the Saints had submitted the 
necessary paperwork in time.

“i am very pleased to welcome 
Takumi to our squad for the rest 
of this season,” Southampton 
manager ralph Hasenhuttl said in 
club statement issued two hours 

after the 2300 GMT deadline.
“He will help provide another good 

attacking option, and is importantly 
the right profile of player for us. 

“This will give us some additional 
depth in our squad at an important 
time.”

Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp 
had been suggesting for several weeks 
that a replacement centre-back would 
be a major lift for his team.

Klopp got his wish at last as the 
reds brought in two defenders in the 
final hours of the transfer window.

Kabak joined on loan until the end 
of the season, subject to internation-
al clearance.

The premier League champions 
have paid an initial £1 million ($1.37 
million) loan fee with the option to 
buy for £18 million at the end of the 
season.

The 20-year-old arrives after two 
years in the bundesliga, where he 
played for Stuttgart before joining 
Schalke in July 2019.

He previously gained Champions 
League experience at Galatasaray 
and has won seven caps for Turkey.

Davies, 25, signed for an initial fee 
believed to be £500,000, plus future 
add-ons.

Klopp conceded signing a relative-
ly unknown player from the second 
tier was a move forced by financial 
restraints of the pandemic and Liver-
pool’s injury woes.

“it’s probably clear that in a normal 
transfer window, without any issues, 

we would not look at preston if there’s 
a player for us,” he said.

“but since we saw him and since 
our situation got clearer and clearer 
– the problems we had – when we 
saw him we got really excited about it 
and thought, ‘Wow.’ We see the qual-
ity and we see the potential.”

Davies made 145 appearances for 
preston, scoring two goals, since his 
debut in 2013.

Low-spending window 
“obviously it came as a bit of a sur-

prise when it first came out but once 
you start to get your head around it, 
the opportunity that is in front of me 
is incredible,” Davies said.

“i’ve never actually been to anfield 
and i haven’t had a look around yet.”

Major moves involving “big Six” 

premier League clubs were few and 
far between in the January window.

Top-flight clubs, who splashed the 
cash in the summer transfer window, 
are reeling from the financial fallout 
as a result of the Covid-19 crisis and 
are coming to terms with new brexit 
rules that make it tougher to recruit 
young players from europe.

The last time less than £100 mil-
lion was spent in the January transfer 
window was 2012.

arsenal allowed Shkodran Mustafi to 
leave, with the German defender sign-
ing a short-term contract at Schalke.

Gedson fernandes ended his disap-
pointing spell at Tottenham, with the 
midfielder’s loan from benfica can-
celled so he could join Galatasaray.

relegation-threatened West brom-
wich albion signed Turkey midfield-

er okay yokuslu on loan from Celta 
vigo until the end of the season.

West brom also agreed a deal with 
arsenal to take the versatile ainsley 
Maitland-Niles on loan until the end 
of this term.

ecuador international Moises 
Caicedo joined brighton from in-
dependiente del valle for a fee of 
around £4 million.

Newcastle signed arsenal mid-
fielder Joe Willock on loan for the 
rest of the season, while Magpies’ 
right-back Deandre yedlin joined 
Galatasaray in a permanent deal.

fulham landed former Sunder-
land forward Josh Maja on loan from 
french side bordeaux.

everton were hoping to sign 
bournemouth striker Josh King in a 
late deal. afp

Serena: aussie open delay a ‘blessing’ for injury recovery
SereNa Williams admitted on Mon-
day that she might have been forced 
to skip the australian open if it 
hadn’t been delayed over the coro-
navirus, saying she needed extra 
time to shake off the achilles injury 

which cut short her 2020 season. 
Williams, who beat Daria Gavrilova 

in her yarra valley Classic opener in 
Melbourne, suffered the injury at last 
year’s uS open and withdrew from the 
french open before the second round, 

ending her 2020 campaign.
but the 39-year-old, who will launch 

her latest attempt for a record-equal-
ling 24th Grand Slam title next week, 
got extra time to recover when the 
open was postponed for three weeks 
over coronavirus complications.

“i couldn’t practice because of my 
achilles,” she told reporters.

“i needed time. i don’t think i would 
have been here if it was during the 
regular season.

“[The delay] was an unwanted 
blessing.

“i definitely was pushing the limits, 
but i’m here.”

an aggressive Williams showed no 
outward sign of injury as she beat 
home hope Gavrilova 6-1, 6-4 in the 
build-up tournament on Monday.

The seven-time australian open 
champion started sluggishly, losing 
the first three points on serve, before 
quickly overpowering the australian.

Gavrilova, ranked 451, was over-
matched against her idol but used her 
speed around the court to make Wil-
liams work harder in a more com-
petitive second set. 

The american, though, had all the 
answers and it was a sharp perform-

ance from Williams, who lifted the 
intensity in her second match back 
after defeating world number three 
Naomi osaka in an exhibition in 
adelaide on friday.  

Williams, looking to get matches 
under her belt before the australian 
open, will next play Tsvetana pironk-
ova of bulgaria in the round of 16.

in the night match, world number 
two Simona Halep wore down anas-
tasia potapova from russia with a 6-4, 
6-4 victory in the Gippsland Trophy. 

The two-time Grand Slam cham-
pion was pushed but claimed her sec-
ond straight scalp having beaten top-
ranked ashleigh barty in adelaide.  

“i knew it was going to be a difficult 
match because she hits very strongly 
and i’m happy to get through,” she 
said.  

Halep next plays the winner of aus-
tralia’s Destanee aiava and Laura 
Siegemund of Germany.  

‘Three tough sets’ 
earlier, teenage sensation Coco 

Gauff showed only glimpses of the 
form that fuelled her dazzling run at 
last year’s australian open during a 
gruelling three-sets victory over Jil 

Teichmann at the Gippsland Trophy.    
The 16-year-old overcame a mid-

match stutter to win 6-3, 6-7 (6/8), 7-6 
(7/5) in two hours and 45 minutes.

“all the training i did in the off-sea-
son meant i was able to go through 
three tough sets and not get tired,” she 
said. 

The american was one of the stories 
of Melbourne last year, where she 
upset reigning champion osaka in 
straight sets in the third round.  

World number five elina Svitolina 
also moved through with a comfortable 
6-1, 6-4 victory over former top-10 
player andrea petkovic of Germany.

The 26-year-old ukrainian, who has 
never reached the final of a Grand 
Slam, played her first match in Mel-
bourne since emerging from the 
14-day mandatory quarantine. 

She fell in the quarter-finals to rus-
sia’s veronika Kudermetova in abu 
Dhabi last month. 

“i think a few matches in abu Dhabi 
helped me get straight into the match, 
and i started strong,” she said. 

The two WTa events are being played 
concurrently at Melbourne park as 
players prepare for the australian open 
starting on february 8. afp

Liverpool’s Japanese midfielder Takumi Minamino (centre) left for Southampton on loan until the end of the season in one of the 
few moves between Premier League clubs on a quiet deadline day. pool/afp

Serena Williams she needed extra time to shake off the achilles injury which cut short 
her 2020 season. afp


	01
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08
	09
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16

