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Gov’t expects enough 
coronavirus vaccines
Niem Chheng

T
HE Kingdom will 
acquire up to 20 mil-
lion doses of Covid-19 
vaccines, including 11 

million coming through dona-
tions by Cambodia’s develop-
ment partners.

The figures were revealed by 
Ministry of Economy and 

Finance secretary of state 
Vongsey Vissoth during a press 
conference in Phnom Penh on 
January 27.

“We are preparing to receive 
20 million doses. I should not 
talk about this now, but I must 
answer your questions. 
Regarding these 20 million, we 
have already outlined our 
plan, and tomorrow we will 

discuss this further,” he said.
Cambodia anticipates 

receiving seven million doses 
donated through the World 
Health Organisation’s (WHO) 
COVAX initiative. In February, 
vaccines produced by Chinese 
firm Sinopharm are due to 
begin arriving in the country, 
and vaccinations will proceed 
immediately, he said.

Vissoth noted that Australia 
had recently committed to 
provide a grant of A$35 million 
(US$28 million) for the purchase 
of three million doses through 
either WHO or UNICEF.

Cambodia has also made 
official requests to India and 
Russia for vaccines, he said.

Dirty air 
linked to 
incurable 
sight loss

Niem Chheng

A SURVEY conducted by the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
found a discrepancy between 
the perception of employers in 
tourism and garment sectors 
and institutions which provide 
training to would-be workers in 
these sectors, with a majority of 
employers saying graduates 
were not prepared for entry-
level positions.

The report analysed how the 

Kingdom’s two largest employ-
ment sectors were adapting to 
the ‘Fourth Industrial Revolu-
tion’, also known as ‘4IR’. It con-
cluded that education and 
training institutions needed to 
better prepare students for 
entering the workforce.

“Employers surveyed in gar-
ment manufacturing, 90 per 
cent, and tourism, 79 per cent, 
reported that graduates hired in 
the past year had not been ade-
quately prepared by their pre-

employment education or 
training,” the report said.

Training institutes and 
employers had existing chan-
nels for engagement, but there 
seemed to be inadequate com-
munication of what was need-
ed by the industries.

“Notably, employers across 
both industries appear to be 
willing to provide input on cur-
ricula despite training institu-
tions reportedly engaging 
employers not as frequently. 

There appears to be a missed 
opportunity to improve coor-
dination between the training 
sector and industry,” it found.

“There seems to be a severe 
misalignment between train-
ing institutions and employers 
in their perception of gradu-
ates’ preparedness for work, 
including skills required for 
entry-level roles as well as gen-
eral and job-specific skills,” 

holy land on fire
Israeli security forces clash with protesters during the enforcement of the coronavirus emergency regulations, in the Mea shearim ultra-Orthodox 
neighbourhood in jerusalem on tuesday. AFP

ADB: Graduates not ready to work

AIR pollution is likely to 
increase the risk of irreversi-
ble sight loss, according to the 
results of a long-term study 
published on January 26.

Age-related macular 
degeneration (AMD) is the 
leading cause of blindness 
among over-50s in richer 
nations, with roughly 300 
million people predicted to 
be affected by 2040.

Known risk factors include 
age, smoking and genetic 
make-up.

Now researchers have 
drawn a link between AMD 
and air pollution, which is 
already known to carry a 
host of health risks includ-
ing heart and lung disease.

Writing in the British Jour-
nal of Ophthalmology, 
researchers analysed data 
from more than 115,000 
participants who reported 
no eye problems at the start 
of the study period in 
2006.

Official data on traffic and 
levels of nitrous oxide and 
small particulate matter 
was used to calculate the 
annual average air pollution 
levels at the home address-
es of the participants.

They were asked to report 
formal diagnosis of AMD by 
a doctor and were tested on 
their sight performance 
several years later.

In all, 1,286 participants 
were diagnosed with AMD at 
the end of the study period.

After accounting for other 
influencing factors includ-
ing underlying health con-
ditions and lifestyle, fine 
particulate matter exposure 
was associated with an eight 
per cent higher risk of an 
individual contracting 
AMD.

The study authors said: 
“Overall, our findings sug-
gest that ambient air pollu-
tion, especially fine [par-
ticulate matter] or those of 
combustion-related parti-
cles, may affect AMD risk.

“Our findings add to the 
growing evidence of the 
damaging effects of ambi-
ent air pollution, even in the 
setting of relative low expo-
sure.”

The World Health Organi-
sation estimates air pollu-
tion is responsible for at 
least seven million deaths 
every year. AFP
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

A
NTI-economic crime de-
partment police officers 
raided a warehouse in Nir-
outh commune of Phnom 

Penh’s Chbar Ampov district and con-
fiscated five tonnes of unauthorised 
cosmetics and medical materials.

Matt Youssou, head of the depart-
ment’s Anti-Intellectual Property 
Rights Crime Bureau, told The Post 
on January 27 that the raid was car-
ried out on January 25 in cooperation 
with a Phnom Penh Municipal Court 
prosecutor, the Ministry of Health, 
the General Department of Consumer 
Protection, Competition and Fraud 
Prevention as well as local authorities.

The confiscated goods includ-
ed 124 cartons of soap (around 
2,790kg); 55 cartons of nail polish 
removers (around 1,575kg); 1,800 
boxes of medical face masks (around 
950kg) ; and 1,000 IV cannulas.

“We aren’t completely sure whether 
all of these goods are counterfeit or 
not. But what we have found is that 
a lot of these goods are not registered 
or recognised by the health ministry. 
And neither the owner of the goods 
nor the warehouse has showed up 
yet to resolve this matter,” he said.  

Youssou added that the seized 
goods were being held temporarily 
at the warehouse behind a new set of 
locks and now they were waiting for 
the owner to come settle the case. 

He declined to reveal the owner’s 
identity.

One day after the raid, police also 
surrounded a home belonging to 
Ean Sivemey, who holds the honor-
ific title oknha and is well-known as 
a wholesaler of lotions. 

The house is located in the Bo-
rey Moon Town gated community 
in Chaom Chao I commune’s Kouk 
Chambak village of the capital’s Por 

Sen Chey district.
According to an official involved in 

the operation who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity, Sievmey had ap-
parently escaped just before the raid. 

“I don’t know if she gets involved 
in the import of unauthorised cos-
metics and medical materials in Ch-
bar Ampov district or not, but she’s 

had some legal troubles. She’s been 
accused of defamation by two pow-
erful Chum Teavs,” he said, using an 
honorific title for women.    

“There are two complaints filed 
with the interior ministry against 
her,” the official said.

The official declined to provide the 
identities of the two Chum Teavs.

Phan Oun, director-general of the 
General Department of Consumer 
Protection, Competition and Fraud 
Prevention, told The Post that the 
raid on the warehouse is part of an 
ongoing investigation and he can-
not comment on it in detail.

“The police would not confiscate 
products that were imported legally 
and recognised by the health minis-
try,” he said.

He also called on all merchants, 
wholesalers and retailers of cosmet-
ics and medical materials in Cambo-
dia, and especially online vendors, 
to cease the deceptive practice of 
falsifying the sources of their goods 
because they were having a detri-
mental effect on people’s health just 
for their own personal profits

“In order to become good mer-
chants, businesspeople and citizens, 
they have to identify the sources of 
their goods. They must not falsify the 
source of their goods or violate the 
intellectual property rights of others. 
Counterfeits are illegal and they will 
have to face the law,” he said.

Oun added that imports of beauty 
products, vitamins or dietary sup-
plements and medical materials all 
require registration with the health 
ministry. 

He warned consumers they must 
not believe the propaganda and lies 
of unauthorised online vendors. Any 
product they come across that has 
no clear source or registration with 
the ministry could be dangerous to 
their health and a waste of money.

Long Kimmarita

THE Societe Concessionnaire 
des Aeroports (SCA), better 
known as Cambodia Airports, 
has blamed its recent financial 
hardships for its decision to 
reduce its number of employ-
ees through layoffs, pointing 
to the loss of 99 per cent of all 
flights in Siem Reap province 
due to the Covid-19 crisis.  

The statement from SCA, 
which has been contracted to 
manage Cambodia’s airports, 
came after 161 laid-off employ-

ees went on strike on January 
22. They have vowed to protest 
until a better solution is found.

SCA communications and 
public relations director Khek 
Norinda told The Post that the 
layoffs are just part of the sad re-
ality of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

He said the company’s 
business operations were not 
sustainable with full staff-
ing given the steep decline in 
revenues, but one of their key 
goals has been to alleviate the 
hardships of their employees 
whenever possible.

Norinda said even though 
Cambodia had not seen many 
cases of Covid-19 as compared 
to other countries, it was still 
devastated by the loss of tour-
ism. He said 2020 was a grim 
year for Cambodia’s airports 
and airlines as they had ex-
perienced an 81 per cent de-
crease in passenger numbers. 

He also noted that a large 
chunk of Cambodian airports’ 
revenues rely directly on the 
volume of air traffic, and scal-
ing down expenses has been 
critical to maintaining business 
continuity in order to achieve a 
rapid recovery in the future.

“At the end of 2020 – with 
our 2021 outlook looking no 
better and travel activity at a 
standstill – the company was 
sadly compelled to carry out 
a severance programme at 
Siem Reap airport,” he said.

“The process we followed 
was in compliance with Cam-
bodian law and it was done in 
consultation with the Minis-
try of Labour and Vocational 
Training. Several meetings 
were held with the employee 
union for Siem Reap Interna-
tional Airport to present the 
plan and explain the situa-
tion,” he said.

Norinda noted that since April 
2020, Phnom Penh Internation-
al Airport suffered a 78 per cent 
decrease in traffic while Preah 
Sihanouk Airport saw an 87 per 
cent decrease. But he said that 
is still not as bad as the situa-
tion at Siem Reap International 
Airport where 99 per cent of air 
traffic has been lost, with only 
one or two regular flights per 
week now.

“Since April 2020, one of the 
company’s key objectives has 
been to maintain our employ-
ees’ salaries and to sustain 

their livelihoods as long as we 
possibly could,” he said.

“Because of the very low 
level of activity, 70 per cent 
of our employees have no 
work to do and have been au-
thorised to stay home. How-
ever, their salaries have been 
maintained this entire time at 
80 per cent and all staff with 
salaries under $500 have kept 
their full salaries,” he added.

Norinda said company ini-
tially decided to lay off 161 
employees but 31 of them 
were later transferred to work 
elsewhere. Also, on the condi-
tion that the company’s situa-
tion would improve, it would 
rehire the laid off staff as a first 
priority. Therefore, the total 
number of layoffs was 130.

He said the ongoing Covid-
19 crisis prompted the com-
pany to let the employees go. 

He noted, however, that the 
company had retained more 
than 1,200 employees at the 

Kingdom’s three airports with 
about 70 per cent of them 
staying at home and still get-
ting their salary.

But Ron Ravan, the presi-
dent of Union of Siem Reap 
International Airport and 
head of the Cambodian Tour-
ism and Service Workers Fed-
eration (CTSWF), said the 
SCA was just making excuses. 

Ravan claimed that the 
laid-off employees protested 
because the company did 
not pay compensation in ac-
cordance with the labour law 
and that the company has 
laid off employees with years 
of seniority in violation of Ar-
ticle 95 of the law.

“If the company wants to 
fire these employees it must 
follow the correct procedure. 
Companies cannot just lay 
people off by paying them 
some money. If a company 
wants to reduce staff they 
have to pay five points and 

make seniority payments to 
long-term staff,” he said.

Ravan said the union will 
file another complaint with 
the labour ministry this week 
demanding the company to 
comply with the law and pro-
vide acceptable solutions to 
all 161 employees.

According to Chan Sokhom 
Chenda, director of the Siem 
Reap provincial labour depart-
ment, both parties have fair 
points to make. But in the inter-
ests of facilitating a settlement, 
he called on both sides to re-
turn to the negotiating table to 
forge a win-win solution. 

“I’m not interested in deter-
mining which side is right or 
wrong. If the labour court was 
up and running, then maybe 
there would be winners and 
losers. But when Cambodian 
workers protest we can’t just 
abandon them. We’d like to see 
mutual concessions and a mu-
tual agreement,” he said.
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Siem Reap International Airport employees protest layoffs on Sunday. facebook

Authorities inspect cosmetics products at a warehouse in Phnom Penh’s Chbar Ampov district on Tuesday. economic crimes police

Steep drop in flights to Siem Reap forces airport layoffs

Raid hauls 5 tonnes of illegal cosmetics



Voun Dara

O
RGANISATIONS working to 
protect children in Cambo-
dia have found that child 
sexual abuse in the country 

has occurred with increasing frequen-
cy over the last few years. 

These organisations said more 
needs to be done by the government 
and NGOs to prevent such abuse from 
taking place and to increase public 
awareness of the issue.

First Step Cambodia programme 
manager Youn Sarath told The Post on 
January 26 that from 2010-2020 the 
number of child sexual abuse cases 
they have dealt with for both boys and 
girls totalled 830. The boys were aged 
eight to 17 years old.

He said that in general the children 
most at-risk to become victims of 
sexual abuse were those who did not 
have regular caregivers or a stable 
family situation. 

The parents often worked long 
hours and could not pay enough at-
tention to their children and so they 
often had no knowledge the abuse 
was taking place. 

Their parents would often trust the 
care of their children to others far too 
readily due to a lack of other options 
while they worked.

He said First Step Cambodia is mak-
ing efforts to educate the public and 
train them to recognise signs of abuse 
and be aware of the available resourc-
es to help protect children whom they 
suspect are being abused such as 
non-governmental organisations or 
police authorities.

Sarath continued that First Step 
Cambodia has been cooperating 
closely with state institutions such as 
the ministries of Social Affairs, Veter-
ans and Youth Rehabilitation; Women’s 
Affairs; Education, Youth and Sport; 
and the Ministry of Interior’s National 
Committee for Counter-trafficking. 

He said the organisation also provides 
services directly to minors, usually in 
cooperation with the local authorities.

Child protection NGO Action Pour 
Les Enfant (APLE) executive director 
Samleang Seila said four years ago the 
authorities were not willing to discuss 
investigation of child sexual abuse cas-
es, so awareness of the issue was low. 

But currently, he said efforts to spotlight 
the problem had begun to increase. 

“One problem is providing services 
to boys because in Cambodia they 
don’t think of this as being a problem 
for boys like it is for girls. But we know 
that it is. Boys who are victims of 
abuse are suffering right now due to a 
lack of services for them,” he said.

Seila added that APLE had received 
more reports of child sexual abuse of 
boys than those about girls. 

Some of the offenders were identified 
as foreign travellers and tourists, while 
cases with Cambodian abusers often 
involved family members and tended 

to be drastically under-reported.
“When we looked at our data from 

2003 to 2020, it actually showed that 
out of a total of 980 child sexual abuse 
cases we had worked on, 56 per cent 
involved abuse of boys and 44 per 
cent were girls,” he said.

Seila said child sexual abuse of boys 
was less frequent five years ago but 
over the last few years the cases have 
been on the increase including a wor-
risome trend of more cases involving 
Cambodian nationals molesting boys. 

Social affairs ministry spokesman 
Touch Channy acknowledged that 
child sexual abuse on boys did hap-
pen in Cambodia but he claimed that 
most of the abuse was committed by 
foreigners visiting Cambodia. 

“We don’t know if the number of 
cases with boys has increased or de-
creased. But we know they were hap-

pening before and are still occurring 
today,” he said.

Channy said the ministry is com-
mitted to stopping child sexual abuse 
and has instructed its anti-human 
trafficking department to stamp out 
such offences in cooperation with rel-
evant partner organisations. 

First Step Cambodia, on its part, has 
recently published a pamphlet entitled 
“Child abuse: It happens to boys.” 

The pamphlet points out that boys 
are equally affected by sexual abuse, 
but for many reasons the cases were 
under-reported. Only six per cent of 
cases involving boys were reported 
compared to 40 per cent for girls.

First Step Cambodia said its goal is to 
have all cases of sexual abuse of children 
– of either gender – reported and inves-
tigated 100 per cent and will continue to 
work towards achieving that.

No new Covid 
cases on the 
anniversary of 
first detection

January 27 marked the 
one-year anniversary of the 
discovery of the first case of 

Covid-19 in the Kingdom when a 
tourist was diagnosed in Preah 
Sihanouk province.

To date, there have been 460 
confirmed cases across the 
country with 423 recoveries and 
zero deaths.

The original case was detected 
at the Institut Pasteur du Cam-
bodge in a 60-year-old Chinese 
man named Jia Jianhua who had 
travelled from the Chinese city of 
Wuhan with four family members. 
His family tested negative.

Marking the occasion, Ministry 
of Health spokeswoman Or 
Vandine repeated warnings to 
remain cautious.

“The fact that we are all working to 
prevent the spread of Covid-19 vi-
rus in our country is an important 
and necessary task. I am still call-
ing on all our people to continue 
protecting themselves carefully 
and not be negligent,” she said.

Vandine also instructed every-
one coming to Cambodia to abide 
by 14-day quarantine measures. 
She stressed that cooperation 
from travellers is very important to 
prevent transmission of the virus 
from individuals to their families 
and throughout the community.

“Please do not forget to live 
a normal life in a new way by 
strictly adhering to prescribed 
measures,” she said.

On January 27, the ministry 
announced that 11 Cambodian 
migrants had recovered from 
Covid-19 and were discharged 
from provincial referral hospitals. 
Seven were in Banteay Meanchey 
while the other four were in 
Battambang. No new cases were 
reported. MoM Kunthear
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The Chinese government recently 
promised that it would donate one 
million doses, with the first 300,000 
scheduled to arrive next month. 
Cambodia may also use grants pro-
vided by China to purchase addi-
tional doses from their suppliers.

Vissoth said the Kingdom’s nation-
al budget includes provisions for vac-
cine purchases, and $57 million has 
been donated by the general public 
to acquire more.

Regarding Britain’s vaccine, he said: 
“We have already contacted them. It is 
very easy to buy the British vaccines. 
We can buy as much as we want at a 
cost of just $4 per dose, and they will 
be available in Thailand which requires 
just an hour to transport here. 

“So in terms of vaccines, there will 
not be a problem for Cambodia. What 
will be necessary to address is preser-
vation, transportation and roll-out 
procedures. The management of asso-
ciated waste will also be an issue.”

Vissoth said the government would 
divide vaccine rollouts into two phas-
es, starting first in Phnom Penh and 
then across the country. In the capi-
tal, the Ministry of Health will register 
those who will be vaccinated using 
the ministry’s mobile app. A separate 
vaccination platform for the whole 
country is under construction.

“We have a vision that Cambodia, 
despite being a poor country, can deal 
quickly with vaccine purchasing and 
rollout. This is one of the best things 
we can do to revise our economy and 
attract investors looking for opportu-
nities in the region,” he said.

The Australian embassy in Cambo-
dia said the two governments were 
holding high-level discussions about 
support for vaccine purchases, and 
an announcement would be forth-
coming soon.

On January 22, Prime Minister 
Hun Sen said he had also made an 
official request for vaccines with the 
South Korea. And when Sinopharm’s 
vaccines arrive from China, he will 
go to welcome the shipment at the 
airport and be the first person inoc-
ulated, he said.

The vaccine will be distributed on a 
voluntary basis with priority given to 
those who interact with the public, from 
health officials to drivers for hire. 

Ath Sophorn, a call centre staff 
member of taxi-hiring service Pass-
App, said when the government rolls 
out vaccinations, his company will 
push drivers to get vaccinated.

“If the government rolls out the vac-
cines, we will follow their lead. We will 
encourage drivers to get the jab because 
it could prevent them from contracting 
the disease. They won’t be nervous 
about it anymore,” he said.

Planning underway for 
vaccine roll-out, storage

NGOs: Child sexual abuse on the rise

Capital’s Monivong bridge repaired
Long Kimmarita 

CHBAR AMPOV district authority in 
Phnom Penh announced the repara-
tion of old Preah Monivong Bridge 
starting on January 27, while part of 
National Road 5 from Acleda Bank to 
Total petrol station in Russey Keo 
district will be closed for 30 days for 
a road expansion.  

According to the announcement, 
the reparation of hand rail and 
pavement and laying of rubber as-
phalt on the bridge will be made on 
one side of the traffic direction until 
the work is complete. 

The district administration called 
for the understanding from road 
users who travel across the bridge 
as traffic jams are expected during 
reparation works.  

“The bridge’s width is 11m, with 
3m closed and blocked out for con-
struction work. Traffic will still be as 
usual on the remaining 8m,” it said.

Department of Public Works and 
Transport director Saing Piseth said 
the authorities will try to expedite 
the reparation, but he declined to 
comment on the cost of the project, 
saying it is a technical mater.   

Meanwhile, the Russey Keo dis-
trict administration also made an 
announcement for people to change 
their usual travel route at the Kilo-
metre 6 area to avoid traffic conges-
tion amid road expansion. 

“Please all people be aware, under-

stand and temporarily switch your 
route by taking street 598 or Chea 
Sophara Street to reduce traffic con-
gestion or accidents because heavy 
machinery and vehicles would be 
used for construction works,” it said. 

Community-Based Road Safety 
Programme deputy team leader and 
special adviser Kong Sovann said on 
January 27 that it is necessary for 
authorities to make announcement 
about the construction and road 
closures so that the people are well 

informed and have enough time to 
search for an alternative route to 
avoiding traffic jam which wastes 
time and money. “It is really impor-
tant because cars and motorbikes 
consume petrol and if the traffic 
jam happens, it will lead to more ex-
penditure and impact the environ-
ment,” he said. 

Sovann encouraged the authorities 
to regularly maintain bridges and 
roads after the construction to en-
sure quality and avoid accidents.

Children most at-risk to become victims of sexual abuse were those who did not have regular caregivers or a stable family situation. first 
step caMbodia

Repairs to the hand rail and pavement and the laying of rubberised asphalt on the old 
Preah Monivong Bridge began on Wednesday. hong Menea
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Soth Koemsoeun 

STunG Hav district police 
have sent a suspected ring-
leader to the Preah Sihanouk 
provincial police headquarters 
for questioning in connection 
with a land encroachment case 
in Tomnup rolork commune.

District police chief ros 
Key identified the suspect 
as Oeurn Mab, a 41-year-old 
air conditioner technician 
from Chikor commune’s Kh-
tum Kandal village of Tbong 
Khmum province’s Tbong 
Khmum district who cur-
rently resides in Smach Deng 
commune of Preah Sihanouk 
province’s Prey nop district.

Following his arrest on 
january 26, he was charged 
with “incitement to commit 
a felony” for leading a group 
of people to grab state-owned 
and private property. 

Key said district police had 
brought Mab to a special in-
vestigation bureau where of-
ficers prepared a case file for 
referral to provincial police to 
proceed with the case. 

“The suspect led a group of 
people to grab state land in the 
area of social land concessions 
in Tomnup rolork commune 
last year. authorities went there 
to educate them that their ac-
tivities were prohibited, but the 
suspect aided and abetted peo-
ple to block a road in protest 
and obstruct law enforcement 
officers. after investigating, we 
detained him,” Key said.

Police confiscated an SuV 
and a mobile phone and sub-
mitted them as evidence to 
the provincial police.

Commune police chief Bo 
nam said on january 27 that his 
officers had cooperated with 
district police, and all reports 
on the case had been handed 
over to special investigators.  

“Prior to this arrest, we 
conducted a thorough in-
vestigation. Police had once 
summoned [the suspect] for 
questioning, but he evaded 
the summons. He refused to 
cooperate so we requested 
authorisation from the top to 
take action,” Bo nam said.

Preah Sihanouk Provin-
cial police chief Chuon na-
rin could not be reached for 
comment on january 27.

‘ringleader’ arrested 
in encroachment case

Officials inspect households 
involved in Kampot land row
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

O
n january 26, the Kampot 
provincial joint committee 
working group inspected 59 
households in Prey Peay vil-

lage of Chhouk district’s Trapaing Phlaing 
commune which has a long-standing land 
dispute with So nguon Group Co Ltd.

Provincial Department of agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries director Chan 
rith told The Post that the inspection 
of households in the area took place af-
ter the villagers went to protest in front 
of the provincial hall on the evening of 
january 25.

They reported to provincial governor 
Cheav Tay that the So nguon Group had 
sent their workers to dismantle many 
houses and clear several hectares of 
their crops.

“according to our investigation, those 
villagers were living on state forest land 
illegally, and the state had recently given 
that land to So nguon Group,” he said.

rith said the provincial authorities 
have already offered a solution to citi-
zens in that area but some villagers were 
still clear-cutting the forest and building 
houses encroaching on the company’s 
land concession. 

However, the provincial working group 
has now decided to temporarily suspend 
the demolition of the villager’s houses 
and the clearing of the villagers’ crops 
while waiting for a new solution from 
the provincial level authorities.

Touch Sreymao, 45, is a representative 
for 107 households of Prey Peay village. 
She told The Post that in the past few days 
the So nguon Group had sent workers 

to dismantle 10 houses and clear many 
hectares of crops.

“There is no proper solution yet from 
the authorities. They just note down the 
names of the villagers and the number of 
houses,” she said.

according to Sreymao, initially there 
were only 20 families in Prey Peay vil-
lage, Chhouk district’s Trapaing Phlaing 
commune that had a land dispute with 
So nguon group. They had come to live 
there after the Khmer rouge integration 
at the end of 1998. 

She added that in 2000 and 2004 an-
other 20 families had arrived. and then 
at the end of 2015 an additional 40 fami-
lies had moved in.

“But in the last two to three years there 
were about 226 families that built cot-
tages in that area and they caused this 

land dispute,” she said.
So nguon Group chairman So nguon 

told The Post that his company had re-
ceived land concessions from the gov-
ernment through the Ministry of agri-
culture, Forestry and Fisheries in 2015 
and disputes with people living there 
prior to 2015 were resolved by allocating 
land to them via Circular no. 01.

He said that the people who had ar-
rived after 2015 have no valid claim to 
the land and are unlawfully obstructing 
the company’s developments there.

“Our company wants to finish the dis-
pute as soon as possible to develop land 
in the area as planned. 

“Prolonging this dispute by chasing 
after new solutions will lead to a wider 
land dispute and the loss of the state’s 
tax revenue,” he said.

Kampot provincial governor Cheav Tay. Fresh News

Stung Hav district police arrested 
a suspected ringleader in a land 
encroachment case. police
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said the report, adding that 
nearly 60 per cent of training 
institutions surveyed believed 
graduates were well prepared. 

The report found that 
training institutions had a 
strong focus on instructor 
assessments, but instructors 
had limited exposure to real 
workplace environments. 
Only 41 per cent provided 
teachers with time devoted 
to gaining practical knowl-
edge and new techniques 
while on the job.

It projected that by 2030, 
up-skilling in the garment 
manufacturing sector could 
require up to 13.5 million 
additional “person trainings”, 
where each instance “refers 
to training one worker in one 
skill from the average level 
required by corresponding 
occupation and industry in 
2018 to the required level in 
2030”. The tourism sector 
could need 10.2 million such 
trainings.

Ministry of Education, 
youth and Sport spokesman 
ros Soveacha described 
aDB’s findings as personal 
opinions. Spokespersons 

from the Ministry of Tourism 
and the Ministry of Labour 
and Vocational Training 
declined to comment.

andrew Tey, director of the 
Cambodian Garment Training 
Institute (CGTI), said: “We 
agree with the findings, as 
most graduates are not 
equipped with the skills that 
the sectors need. 

“These two sectors require 
additional technical and on-
job training.”

To fill this gap, the CGTI pro-
vides training to students on 
technical and soft skills, along 
with 12 months on-job train-
ing after four months of class-
room study. During the on-job 
training, all students must 
return to the CGTI for mentor-
ship to ensure the smoothness 
of their transition.

“If any issues arise during 
the on-job training, we will 
further provide additional 
guidance. Before students 
begin the on-job training, we 
ensure that they all under-
stand the work requirements 
of our sector,” Tey said.

Long Kimmarita

MInISTry of Interior lawyers 
and data specialists continue 
to meet to discuss the first 
draft of a sub-decree on the 
management, use, privacy 
safeguards and security of 
data the government has col-
lected that can potentially be 
used to identify individuals.  

On january 18, specialists 
from the ministry’s Legisla-
tion Council and heads of the 
ministry’s general directorates 
and departments discussed 
an initial draft comprising six 
chapters and 16 articles.

Ministry secretary of state 
Bun Hun – who also leads the 
Legislation Council – told The 
Post on january 26 that the 
purpose of this sub-decree 
was to determine rules for the 
management, use and priva-
cy protections for identifying 
data that would serve public 
interests, promote service 
provision quality and  devel-
op the nation in a  highly ef-
ficient and secure manner. 

“Having examined and studied 
it, our specialists have identi-
fied some difficulties. Currently, 
individuals’ data and identities 
can be taken and used without 
any guarantees for the protec-
tion of their privacy or the se-
curity of their data and without 
legal protections. 

“That’s not good. This purpose 
of this sub-decree is to provide 
such protections,” he said.

Cambodia has never had a 
law on management, use and  
protection of privacy for iden-
tifying data and the ministry is 
still formulating the law on civil 
registry and other related laws. 

Bun Hun said this sub-decree 
will make it easier to imple-
ment those laws in the future.

Tob neth, deputy director-
general of the General Depart-
ment of Identification, said in 
order for this sub-decree to be 
clear, specialists have to serious-
ly and carefully examine how 
data identifying individuals can 
be properly stored or used with-
out affecting their privacy. 

“Individuals’ data can be any-
thing from addresses and phone 
numbers to ID or account num-
bers. It also can include very 
private details like their health 
condition, finances or political 
affiliations,” neth said.

affiliated network for Social 
accountability executive di-
rector San Chey said the net-
worked nature of the present 
era has caused concerns about 
privacy protections for individ-
uals, with added concerns re-
garding those entities that hold 
large databases of identifying 
information about people, 
such as the government and 
social media companies

He said respect for and con-
sideration of individual priva-
cy is a good thing and should 
be incorporated into the gov-
ernment’s digital policies. 

“I hope the government fig-
ures out how to keep our infor-
mation private and secure if they 
are going to collect and store it in 
databases. Leaks of private infor-
mation to social media happen 
too often and they damage the 
honour and image of the nation. 

“anyone keeping a database 
of Cambodian’s private infor-
mation should be strictly reg-
ulated and held to the highest 
security standards,” he said.

‘Graduates lack job 
skills, need training’

Ministry of Interior 
working on privacy
protections for data

Furnace excavations begin 
at P Vihear’s Koh Ker temple 

Meak Bochea event scaled down

Orm Bunthoeurn

T
HE national author-
ity for Preah Vihear 
in cooperation with 
the Waseda univer-

sity of japan are conducting 
a research study into the Dey 
Chhnang Kok ancient Fur-
nace Station to find and docu-
ment traces of ancient furnace 
structures.

Director-general of Cam-
bodia’s national authority for 
Preah Vihear Kong Puthikar 
said that this is the second 
phase of the study into the 
Dey Chhnang Kok ancient 
Furnace Station at the Koh 
Ker temple resort. 

The study is being conduct-
ed in cooperation with Wase-
da university of japan’s Dr 
yukitsugu Tabata – a leading 
expert on ancient ceramics in 
Southeast asia and China. 

“We wanted to know more 
about the furnaces in the Koh 
Ker era.  We wanted to know 
how many furnaces there 
were and how their functions 
may have differed because 
at the Koh Ker temple, in the 
past, we had seen the use of 
varying shapes and forms of 
ceramics and tiles,” he said.

He added that the Koh Ker 
temple area was a former 
capital of the Khmer Empire 
in the angkorean period and 
therefore there may have 
been a large population liv-
ing there and for their daily 
living needs they would need 
to construct many buildings 
utilising ceramics and tiles. 

The research underway ex-
amining the use of those ma-
terials there in detail can help 

shed light on larger questions 
like overall population size.

“The ceramics that had been 
used in the Koh Ker area were 
different from those found in 
the angkor area. The tiles in 
the Koh Ker area were larger 
than those in the angkor area. 

“So, in the past, we didn’t 
know where the tiles had come 
from. We didn’t know if they 
had been taken from the ang-
kor area or from other areas. 

“This research will more 
clearly reveal details about 
the origins of these ceramics 
that may allow us to estimate 
things like the scope of the 
settlements in the Koh Ker 
era,” the professor explained.

Director of resort and ar-

chaeology Department Phin 
Pheakdey said in February 
of 2019 that specialists from 
the Preah Vihear national 
authority had once exca-
vated there but they had not 
yet found any stone furnace 
chambers.

“at the time, we had found 
debris such as walls and bro-
ken tiles and jars that had 
been burnt. These are indica-
tions that the location could 
have stone furnace chambers 
but so far we have not yet 
found them,” he said.

Pheakdey added that the 
ancient furnace excavation 
project is scheduled to last for 
two weeks from january 25 to 
February 7 with financial assis-

tance from the Waseda univer-
sity of japan along with other 
japanese funding sources.

He further stated that if with-
in two weeks stone furnace 
chambers have been found 
they will know they have suc-
ceeded, but either way the 
search would continue on at 
some point in the future be-
cause there may be many of 
those chambers in the area.

“Koh Ker was the former 
capital of the Khmer Empire so 
the Dey Chhnang Kok ancient 
Furnace Station must have 
been quite large and it prob-
ably had an entire community 
of artisans producing ceram-
ics to serve the whole Koh Ker 
region,” Pheakdey said.

Mom Kunthear

THE Meak Bochea Day celebra-
tion will be monitored strictly 
this year with the number of at-
tending monks limited to only 
80, according to deputy na-
tional Police chief yim Leang

Leang said the restriction 
is part of Covid-19 guidelines 
on gatherings.

“Meak Bochea will be cele-
brated at Phnom Preah reach-
Trop, better known as Phnom 
Oudong, in Kandal province’s 
Ponhea Leu district this year. 
It will not be the same as in 
previous years because of 
Covid-19. Security forces will 
stand guard [during] the cel-
ebration despite attendees 
being limited,” he said.

He added that a joint force 
will be deployed to safeguard 
security and order for local 
and international visitors, as 
well as Buddhist followers 
from Phnom Penh to prov-
inces along the borders. 

“Despite the limited num-
ber of Meak Bochea attend-
ees this year, I would like all 
relevant units to pay more at-
tention to figures, leaders and 
diplomats who will be attend-
ing this service,” he said.

Minister of Cults and reli-
gions Chhit Sokhon instruct-

ed all municipal and provin-
cial departments to assign 
pagodas to organise Meak 
Bochea service by following 
national traditions.

“[We] have to choose pago-
das to hold the Meak Bochea 
ceremony formally by follow-
ing the government’s guide-
lines, Ministry of Health’s mea-
sures and the prime minister’s 

recommendations,” he said.
Sokhon instructed religion 

department directors to work 
responsibly with provincial 
chief monks and local au-
thorities at all levels to carry 
out the measures in a highly 
effective manner.

Meak Bochea Day, also 
known internationally as 
Magha Puja or Lord Buddha 

Day, is an important Buddhist 
festival celebrated on the full 
moon in the third month of 
the traditional Khmer calen-
dar, which generally lands 
it in February or March. It is 
an occasion when Buddha 
prophesied his death and 
where Buddhist followers 
remember Buddha and his 
teachings.

Researchers begin to excavate the site of an ancient furnace at Koh Ker temple resort. Ministry of culture 

Meak Bochea Day procession along Sothearos Blvd in Phnom Penh for the 2018 celebrations.  Heng cHivoan
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,860 17,000 17,000 16,820

2 GTI 3,500 3,550 3,550 3,300

3 PAS 13,900 13,900 13,900 13,900

4 PEPC 2,950 2,950 2,950 2,950

5 PPAP 11,680 11,680 11,680 11,680

6 PPSP 1,490 1,480 1,500 1,470

7 PWSA 6,100 6,120 6,120 6,100

Date: JANUARY 27, 2021
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USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,075 1.2722 6.4668 103.77 4.0455 1.3256 29.99 0.7732 1.2131 1.3743

nBC: $4.2B in loans restructured since March
May Kunmakara

F
InanCIaL institu-
tions in Cambodia re-
structured some $4.2 
billion in loans for 

285,074 borrowers as of De-
cember 31 since the national 
Bank of Cambodia (nBC) on 
March 27 issued a circular 
on loan restructuring during 
Covid-19, the central bank 
said in its 2020 annual report.

The directive was issued to 
all banks and financial insti-
tutions to restructure credit 
for loans in four priority sec-
tors – tourism, garments, con-
struction, and transport and 
logistics, which nBC flagged 
as the most severely affected 
by the pandemic.

The circular aimed to main-
tain financial stability, support 
economic activity and ease 
the burden of debtors facing 
declining revenues during the 
ongoing Covid-19 outbreak. 
The directive will be imple-
mented until mid-2021.

In Channy, president and 
group managing directors of 
aCLEDa Bank Plc, on january 
27 suggested the government 
extend the directive to help 
customers who remain under 
Covid-19 duress, even with 
the availability of vaccines.

He said: “On behalf of the 
financial sector, I would like 
to request the government 
consider extending the time 
for loan restructuring to cus-
tomers, as many businesses 
are still struggling to recover.”

Kaing Tongngy, head of 
Cambodia Microfinance as-
sociation’s (CMa) commu-
nications department, told 
The Post that members of his 
association – including four 
banks – restructured some 
$1.382 billion in loans for over 
285,000 borrowers.

noting a discrepancy be-
tween nBC and CMa data, he 
said his organisation includes 
statistics from leasing institu-
tions and rural credit opera-
tors, while combining the four 

banks’ loan restructuring data.
“Covid-19 has had a nega-

tive impact on the microfi-
nance sector, though that re-
mains at a manageable level.

“Loan restructuring policy 
has eased the burden caused 
by Covid-19 on clients so that 
they can continue their liveli-
hoods and make certain that 
their credit histories are not 
affected by the restructuring 
as they would under normal 
circumstances.

“More than half of loan re-

structurings were for small 
businesses whose incomes 
had been affected by the pan-
demic,” Tongngy said.   

CMa notes significant im-
provements in the Covid-19 
situation and the resumption 
of most daily economic activi-
ties, he said. With more viable 
vaccines available globally, 
the association is optimistic 
that the sector will return to 
normal this year.

“as a representative of the 
industry, CMa has been ac-

tively monitoring the trends 
and changes in the industry 
to prevent any potential risks 
facing the sector as a whole.

“CMa is also ensuring that 
our 112 members continue to 
provide the needed support to 
affected clients and helping 
them to resume or start their 
businesses during these re-
covery stages,” Tongngy said.

PraSaC Microfinance In-
stitution Ltd executive vice-
president and chief market-
ing officer Say Sony told The 

Post on january 27 that loan 
restructuring at his institu-
tion has been dropping. 

He said: “Following nBC’s 
prakas, we’ve given priority to 
some sectors but have noticed 
the high restructuring rate for 
businesses related to tourism.

“The government, through 
nBC, released regulatory sup-
port that, above all, allowed 
financial institutions to focus 
on restructuring, and that has 
enabled us to help our cli-
ents in these tough times by 
extending their repayment 
terms, reducing monthly in-
stalment payments or require 
them to pay only interest.”

“The number of applica-
tions for restructuring from 
our clients has been trend-
ing down now that they can 
restart their businesses and 
generate income to repay 
their loans following repay-
ment schedules.

“This year we plan for 20 
per cent growth, however, we 
have to work harder together 
with our clients to reach this 
goal because Covid is still 
here. While manageable, more 
cases are still being found.”

PraSaC’s total assets stand 
at $3.637 billion as of the end 
of last month, up 16.95 per 
cent from $3.110 billion on 
December 31, 2019.

Its loan portfolio grew 21.17 
per cent year-on-year from 
$2.501 billion to $3.030 bil-
lion, while deposits surged 
15.25 per cent from $1.788 
billion to $2.061 billion.

Gov’t plans non-garment industrial export expansion
Thou Vireak

THE government plans to boost non-
garment manufacturing exports this 
year on the back of strong market demand 
as the availability of viable Covid-19 vac-
cines jumpstarts a global economy 
hungry for recovery.

non-garment manufacturing prod-
ucts in 2020 accounted for 26 per cent 
of Cambodia’s total industrial exports 
by value, a rise of 8.8 percentage points 
from its 17.2-per-cent share in 2019, 
data from the Ministry of Economy and 
Finance show.

The ministry includes milled rice, 
furniture, bicycles and electronic com-
ponents in its “non-garment manufac-
turing products” designation.

Ministry permanent secretary Vong-
sey Vissoth told a press conference in 
Phnom Penh on january 27 that the 

government will further push non-
garment manufacturing this year in a 
bid to stimulate the economy.

He claimed that Cambodia export-
ed $600 million worth of bicycles last 
year, up 130 per cent from 2019, and 
$600 million in furniture, with the uS 
as the main buyer for the year.

“We will continue to assist busi-
nesses in the manufacturing sector, in 
view of all their export potential, even 
as the Covid-19 pandemic goes on.

“We will reform the business envi-
ronment, coordinate with businesses 
on matters related to corruption-con-
trol and improve our economic atmos-
phere to reel in investment and increase 
competitiveness,” Vissoth said.

Cambodia has many tools in its 
toolbox to woo in non-garment fac-
tory operators, he noted, listing the 
bilateral Cambodia-China Free Trade 

agreement (CCFTa), the upcoming 
free trade agreement with South 
Korea, the regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership and the uK’s 
Generalised System of Preferences.

He said: “China is a source of invest-
ment transfer to aSEan, including 
Cambodia, especially the labour-inten-
sive manufacturing industry. China will 
be using more advanced technology in 
industry by 2030, so the tech that’s not 
so modern will be transferred to us, and 
we need to seize this opportunity.”

Cambodia rice Federation presi-
dent Song Saran told The Post that 
the government’s non-garment man-
ufacturing drive was a step in the 
right direction, noting the significant 
gains chalked up in the sector during 
the global health crisis.

He said: “Boosting exports in the 
manufacturing sector will have a 

positive impact on Cambodia’s eco-
nomic growth.

“In order to be competitive in the 
area, we need to maintain a com-
petitive stance, keep our production 
costs low and facilitate exports.”

Chheang Vannarith, director-gen-
eral of the ministry’s General Depart-
ment of Policy, said the Cambodian 
economy would bounce back to four 
per cent growth this year from 2020’s 
3.1 per cent contraction.

He attributed last year’s slowdown 
to declining investment and trade 
flows in garments, construction, real 
estate and especially tourism.

The garment sector dipped 6.4 per 
cent in 2020 due to a drop in external 
demand and disruptions to produc-
tion lines, but a 4.6 per cent recovery 
is expected this year, he said.

Meanwhile, the construction sector 

fell 2.4 per cent as foreign investment 
inflows and demand for construction 
materials for tourism and trade declined.

However, the government expects the 
construction sector to recover, growing 
by 2.9 per cent in 2021, buoyed by high 
demand in affordable- and medium-cost 
housing and strong economic activity.

He said the number of internation-
al tourists fell 80 per cent last year 
due to restrictions and fears of con-
tracting Covid-19 during travel.

Statistics from the Ministry of Tour-
ism show that 1,286,074 internation-
al tourists visited Cambodia in the 
first 11 months of last year, down 78.2 
per cent from 5,898,130 in the cor-
responding period in 2019.

and according to the finance minis-
try, Cambodia’s garment exports in 
2020 dropped 9.9 per cent after having 
posted a 13 per cent surge in 2019.

NBC’s March 27 circular aimed to 
shore up four priority sectors – 

tourism, garments, construction, 
and transport and logistics. YOUSOS 

APDOULRASHIM
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The price of gold has been 
hovering at around $1,850 per 
ounce, equivalent to $2,220 per 
tael, but is expected to rise to 
$2,070 per ounce in February due 
to the 10 executive orders signed 
by new US President Joe Biden.

Despite positive prospects 
for global economic 
growth following multiple 
breakthroughs in coronavirus 

vaccines, Goldman Sachs and 
Citi analysts predict that gold’s 
bullish cycle will persist.

After Biden was sworn in 
as the 46th US president on 
February 21, he signed 10 
executive orders detailed in 23 
pages on how to deal with the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

The outbreak killed an 
average of 3,054 people a day 
in the US last week, with an 
average of 194,252 infections 
a day, according to a CNBC 
release on January 21.

Biden has asked Congress 
to approve an additional $1.9 
trillion economic stimulus 

package to fight the epidemic 
and help people who have lost 
their jobs.

The new administration is 
in the process of implementing 
policy, so multibillion-dollar 
economic stimulus package plans 
are expected to be approved and 
implemented soon.

Generally, the greater the 
currency circulation in the 
market, the higher the currency 
inflation. 

This in turn increases the 
price of gold because it is 
a precious metal that every 
country in the world needs to 
prevent the risk of instability, 

especially during economic or 
political crises, or in the event of 
armed conflict.

With the price of gold 
currently standing at $1,850 
per ounce and predicted to rise 
to $2,070 per ounce, Golden FX 
Link Capital business manager 
Cheng Daravuth says the price 
is likely to rise further in early 
February.

Consequently, traders who 
want to trade in the long-term 
price of gold should buy at 
$1,830 per ounce, setting the 
take-profit function at $2,000 
per ounce and the stop-loss 
function at $1,750 per ounce.  
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Gold price to rise sharply in February  
as Biden signs 10 executive orders 

Golden FX Link Capital business manager Cheng Daravuth. 

VIETnaM’S Ministry of Indus-
try and Trade plans to acceler-
ate the implementation of the 
national e-commerce develop-
ment master plan for 2021-2025 
to keep up with the growth of 
digital trading activities.

Head of the ministry’s E-
Commerce and Digital Econ-
omy Department Dang Ho-
ang Hai said: “By 2020, 53 per 
cent of the population partic-
ipated in online shopping.

“Despite the impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, local e-
commerce revenue grew 18 per 
cent, reaching $11.8 billion, ac-
counting for 5.5 per cent of to-
tal retail sales, consumer goods 
and services nationwide.”

The ministry representa-
tive said with the support of 
electronic payments it would 
focus on developing e-com-
merce infrastructure, build-
ing and perfecting institutions 
and legal framework for e-
commerce, creating a trans-
parent and favourable legal 
environment for businesses 
and consumers in Vietnam.

He said Vietnam was con-
sidered one of the fastest-
growing e-commerce markets 
in Southeast asia, adding that 
with a population of more 
than 97 million people and a 
big proportion of young peo-
ple with high internet access, 
the country’s e-commerce 
market will continue to grow.

according to industry in-
siders, e-commerce will con-
tinue to grow strongly in 2021 
and create new impetus for 
economic growth, creating an 
opportunity for Vietnamese 
businesses to build new busi-
ness strategies and approach 
modern distribution chan-
nels to expand markets and 
recover from the pandemic.

Hanoi, as one of the two lead-
ing cities in e-commerce devel-
opment, plans to have online 
retail sales increase by 20 per 
cent by 2025 when 55 per cent 
of people are hoped to partici-
pate in online shopping and 50 
per cent of small and medium-
sized enterprises would do busi-
ness on e-commerce floors.

Deputy director of the city’s 
Department of Industry and 
Trade Tran Thi Phuong Lan said: 
“The department continues to 
open seminars, training cours-
es on e-commerce, including 
many activities in coordination 

with big digital platforms such 
as Google, alibaba and amazon 
for local businesses to increase 
their business results in the on-
line environment.”

Director of Co.opmart Ha-
noi supermarket nguyen Thi 
Kim Dung said her supermar-
ket would develop an e-com-
merce website combining 
multi-channel sales this year.

at the same time, the minis-
try’s E-Commerce and Digital 
Economy Department would 
implement the GoOnline pro-
gramme in 2021 to accom-
pany local businesses. He said 
the programme would include 
telecommunications, technol-
ogy, and e-commerce systems, 
manufacturers, traders and 
individuals nationwide.

according to the ministry, 
it will strengthen coordina-
tion, inspection, examination 
and violation handling in e-
commerce, as well as step-up 
training for state management 
officials and owners of e-com-
merce exchanges on protected 
trademarks to solve disputes 
and complaints. This will also 
help detect counterfeit prod-
ucts, goods of unknown origin 
and goods infringing intellec-
tual property rights.

Last year, the ministry applied 
blockchain technology to trace 
the origin of goods for some ag-
ricultural products to improve 
the brand and promote exports 
of agricultural products to de-
veloped countries as the Eu-
Vietnam Free Trade agreement 
(EVFTa) was ratified.

The ministry also built a to-
tal solution for logistics service 
exchanges between logistics 
businesses and shippers to fa-
cilitate e-commerce delivery 
services and supported busi-
nesses to apply technology in 
digital transformation.

Together with the national 
master plan, the ministry will 
submit to the government an 
amended decree on e-com-
merce to enhance the integra-
tion, connection and sharing 
of data between it and cities 
and provinces through the 
national Public Service Portal.

The ministry announced 
that Vietnam was one of the 
three Southeast asian nations 
with the highest growth rate in 
its retail market, together with 
Indonesia and the Philippines. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

SOuTH Korea’s economy shrank one per 
cent last year from 2019, due to blows 
dealt by the Covid-19 pandemic, mark-
ing its first contraction since it was hit 
by the devastating 1997 asian financial 
crisis more than two decades ago, the 
central bank said on january 26.

The contraction in the country’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) was slightly 
better than the Bank of Korea’s (BOK) 
earlier projection of minus 1.1 per cent 
in november, its advanced data showed. 
yet, it was one of its worst performances 
since a 5.1 per cent contraction in 1998.

GDP shrank 1.3 per cent quarter-on-
quarter in the first quarter then faced a 
worse contraction of minus 3.2 per cent in 
the second quarter. It then rebounded to 
a 2.1 per cent growth in the third quarter, 
buoyed by improved exports and fell to a 
1.1 per cent growth in the fourth quarter.

The BOK noted that the annual GDP 
contraction of one per cent was “smaller 
than that of other key economies”.

“a key factor is that our manufactur-
ing sector accounts for a relatively large 

portion of our economy. If tourism and 
services accounted for the majority, the 
blow from the coronavirus would have 
been harsher,” Park yang-su, head of the 
economics statistics department at the 
central bank said in a press briefing.

The nation’s strong quarantine sys-
tem was another factor behind the latest 
GDP figure, Park noted.

Despite the optimistic signs, Park 
warned that the economy has yet to re-
turn to its normal growth level, saying 
that consumer spending has “noticeably 
contracted”, and is continuing to shrink.

Policymakers must be wary of the so-
cial classes severely hit by the third wave 
of the virus in the country, in imple-
menting measures, he said.

The third wave, which began in late 
november, posed greater challenges 
to the nation, compared with the two 
previous waves, with the number of in-
fections hovering above 1,000 for days. 
Domestic consumption shrank due to 
stricter social restriction imposed by the 
government throughout the period.

South Korea is anticipated to grow 
three per cent this year, the BOK said in 
its latest data, optimistic compared with 
its previous projection of a 2.8 per cent 
growth.

Exports climbed 5.2 per cent quarter-
on-quarter in the last three months of 
2020, but private consumption contract-
ed 1.7 per cent, in the same period.

On his Facebook page, Minister of 
Economy and Finance and Deputy Prime 
Minister Hong nam-ki cited the four ex-
tra budgets allocated in 2020 worth a 
combined 66 trillion won ($60 billion), 
as cushions that stopped the economy 
from further deterioration.

Hong said in a message uploaded after 
the BOK announcement: “The budgets 
cushioned the economic contraction and 
lived up to its role when citizens were suf-
fering in the time of an economic crisis.

“What’s important now is to have con-
fidence in our economic growth, join our 
strengths and move forward to achieve a 
strong recovery and rebound.” THE KOREA 

HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

E-commerce expected to 
grow this year in Vietnam

South Korea’s economy shrinks 1% in 2020

rush order on India signings
Hin Pisei

C
aMBODIa and India 
have agreed to speed 
up negotiations on a 
number of key docu-

ments that will lead to the sign-
ing of two significant accords.

The Bilateral Investment 
Treaty (BIT) and the draft op-
erating conditions for Cambo-
dia-India joint Working Group 
on Trade and Investment (CI-
jWGTI) are intended to further 
expand trade and investment 
between the two countries.

The consensus was reached 
during a meeting between 
Cambodian Minister of Foreign 
affairs and International Coop-
eration Prak Sokhonn and new 
Indian ambassador to Cambo-
dia Devyani uttam Khobragade 
at the ministry on january 25.

Sokhonn said that while 
Cambodia and India have a 
relatively close relationship 
backed by centuries of shared 
history, as well as cultural and 
civilisation links, bilateral trade 
leaves much to be desired.

Motivated by this disparity, 
Prime Minister Hun Sen recently 
asked the Indian side to consider 
a bilateral free trade agreement 
(FTa) with the Kingdom, he said.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president Lim 
Heng noted that the Kingdom 

currently offers relatively little 
in line with Indian demand.

But even so, he contended 
that given India’s sheer size 
and massive population, any 
positive signs in the Cambo-
dian economy would be spec-
tacularly magnified by a trade 
agreement with the emerging 
asian economic powerhouse.

“Once there is a bilateral 
trade agreement, it will not 
only increase the flow of trade 
between the two countries, 
but will also be an opportu-

nity for Cambodia to attract 
internationals to come and 
invest in Cambodia to pro-
duce goods that are in high-
demand in India,” Heng said.

While there is no clear list of 
major Cambodian exports to 
India, notable imports include 
pharmaceuticals, machinery 
and auto rickshaws, he said.

Hong Vanak, director of In-
ternational Economics at the 
royal academy of Cambodia, 
said trade with India remains 
disappointing, given nearly 60 

years of diplomatic relations.
The utter magnitude of the 

Indian market is enticing to 
many countries, and penning a 
trade agreement with it would 
bode well for the Kingdom, he 
said. “It will not only help ex-
pand business volume but also 
the tourism service sector.

“at the same time, Cambo-
dia needs to further diversify 
its agricultural product port-
folio to create an opportunity 
to penetrate this huge mar-
ket,” Vanak said.

Indian ambassador Devyani Uttam Khobragade (left) and foreign minister Prak Sokhonn. FOREIGN MINISTRY
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Property

Thailand’s Cabinet has approved 
a package of tax relief to support 
people and businesses affected by 
the Covid-19 crisis.

The government has extended the 
90-per-cent cut on land and build-
ing tax for another year, Minister of 
Finance arkhom Termpittayapaisith 
reported after january 26’s Cabinet 
meeting.

Payments of the 0.02 per cent tax 
on homes have been reduced by 
90 per cent – first homes worth less 
than 50 million baht ($1.7 million) 
are exempted tax.

Farmers pay no tax on their land, 
though the tax cut also applies to 
the 0.01 per cent rate on the value of 
agricultural land use. Vacant land, 
subject to a rate of 0.3 per cent, is 
also covered.

To support homebuyers and the 
property sector, the home transac-
tion fee was cut from two per cent to 
0.01 per cent and the mortgage regis-
tration fee from one per cent to 0.01 
per cent. The cuts cover this year’s 
transactions on residential units 
worth up to three million baht.

The cuts will cost local govern-
ments about 40.6 billion baht in lost 
revenue, to be compensated by the 
central government next fiscal year, 
said arkhom. The tax relief would 
ease financial burdens during eco-
nomic hardship, he added.

The government also extended the 
e-filing deadline for annual personal 
income tax from March 31 to june 30.

E-filing of withholding tax and 
value-added tax is also extended by 
15 days, he added. THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Thai Cabinet 
extends land 
tax relief for 
another year

Tenancy signing spree at Prince square
May Kunmakara

a 
slEW of lease 
agreements with 
business operators 
were signed on jan-

uary 25 for tenancy of Prince 
square, as construction of 
the commercial centre nears 
completion and the King-
dom’s crowded market read-
ies to welcome a new player.

speaking at the invest-
ment agreement ceremony 
in Phnom Penh, steven 
Wang, CEO of operator and 
developer Prince real Estate 
Group, a member of leading 
Cambodian conglomerate 
Prince holding Group, said 
his company has continually 
expanded its investment in 
Cambodia and contributed to 
economic growth in line with 
the Kingdom’s rapid develop-
ment and modernisation.

“Most of the business 
operators signing with us 
are from the most famous 
brands. as a one-stop busi-
ness centre, Prince square 
has been getting a lot at-
tention and support from 
the government, and de-
velopment has been on the 
schedule,” he said.

in a january 27 press re-
lease, Prince holding Group 
listed some of the tenants as 
adidas, levi’s, skechers, nike 
by supergo, huawei, OPPO, 
Potato Corner, dakasi, Panda 
Cake and Pizza hut.

Wang added: “The signing 
ceremony is the beginning 
and long-term operation is 
the key to success. We hope 
to get continuous support 
from all business partners, 

government officials and 
everybody else.  

“it will also become a new 
investment opportunity as 
well as a bright spot in the de-
velopment of economy and 
commerce in Cambodia.”

Phnom Penh municipal 
governor Khuong sreng said 
the face of Cambodia – es-
pecially its capital – has seen 
rapid change over the years 
in harmony with the sound 
roughly-seven-per-cent an-
nual economic growth logged 
in the past two decades.

at the same time, he said 
people’s incomes have swelled, 
catalysing market opportu-
nity for Prince square to bring 
luxurious and well-known 
brands to the Kingdom.

“although Covid-19 
weighed on the Cambodian 
economy in 2020, the govern-
ment put in place timely mea-
sures to maintain economic 
growth and assist distressed 
enterprises and companies.

“Prince square’s presence 
will not only fill the needs of 
the people, but also be a mag-
net for investment. With the 
government’s resolute label of 
the private sector as an engine 
of growth and a partner, we 
welcome and encourage more 
investment,” sreng said.

With a total floor area of 
35,000sqm, Prince square is 
located along russian Fed-
eration Boulevard in Phnom 
Penh’s Tuol Kork district.

Prince holding Group says 

the commercial centre will 
be a four-storey building 
with a large supermarket, an 
international cinema, a fit-
ness club, an exhibition hall, 
international restaurants, 
an indoor playground and 
fashion stores.

Founded in 2015, the group 
says it has completed several 
projects in the capital and si-
hanoukville and “has contrib-
uted to the rapid transforma-
tion of urban Phnom Penh in 
recent years with real estate 
projects spanning across one 
million square metres”.

according to real es-
tate firm CBrE Cambodia, 
Covid-19 continued to de-
flate demand for retail space 
in Phnom Penh’s shopping 

centres and community malls 
in the third quarter of last 
year, pushing seven inter-
national brands to cut their 
losses and exit the market.

Vacancy rate stood at 
around 10.97 per cent as of 
september 30, up from 10.2 
per cent on june 30 and 
10.63 per cent on december 
31, CBrE Cambodia said in 
a report released in October.

it noted that total supply 
jumped 6.1 per cent quarter-
of-quarter, highlighting a 
26.1 per cent increase in the 
“community mall” category.

in the third quarter, two 
new community malls add-
ed 21,800sqm of retail space 
in the capital, while an un-
disclosed number of other 
projects with a cumulative 
40,000sqm of space were 
delayed, it said.

Though seven internation-
al brands exited the Kingdom 
in the period from july-sep-
tember, 18 others made their 
debut during the quarter.

CBrE Cambodia recom-
mended that landlords re-
vise their lease agreements 
and be more flexible in their 
terms and incentives, espe-
cially with anchor tenants.

retailers should reinforce 
their market strategy by, in-
ter alia, building strong pub-
lic relations, organising more 
events and run more promo-
tions, it said.

at the same time, they 
should look into digitalisa-
tion to improve the customer 
experience via, inter alia, con-
tactless payments, Qr codes, 
online delivery and the social 
media market, it added.

With a total floor area of 35,000sqm, Prince Square is located along Russian Federation Boulevard in 
Phnom Penh’s Tuol Kork district. SUPPLIED

Malaysia property sector on 
recovery path: Maybank iB
Malaysia’s property sector is 
poised for recovery in 2021, 
driven by a better economic 
outlook and historically low 
interest rate environment as 
well as pent-up demand.

Maybank iB research 
expects buying sentiment on 
properties to improve in antic-
ipation of a better economic 
outlook this year.

it also opined that sales for the 
first half of this year would per-
form better than the second half 
as buyers are expected to make 
full use of the home Ownership 
Campaign (hOC) 2020 before it 
ends on May 31.

it said: “Property sales spiked 
up in May-june 2019 before the 
government extended the hOC 
2019’s timeline to end-decem-
ber 2019 from june 2019.

“We reckon a similar buying 
pattern may repeat and there 
could be a rush into buying 
property before the end of hOC 
2020 on May 31,2021, particu-
larly for properties priced above 
500,000 ringgit [$123,500].”

last year was a challenging 
one for developers as the prop-
erty sector faced a triple 
whammy of oversupply, a 
weak economy and the coro-

navirus pandemic, which led 
to various phases of the move-
ment control order (MCO).

during the initial phase of 
the MCO, construction works 
were halted completely while 
sales galleries were closed for 
months and this led to weak 
sales and earnings perform-
ance in the first half of 2020.

Most of the developers under 
Maybank iB’s coverage had 
recorded losses in the nine-
month period of last year, partly 
due to huge impairment losses.

While developers acclima-
tised to the “new norm” 
through digitalisation and vir-
tualisation and aggressively 
marketed their products 
online, the government had 
also introduced a few policy 
easing measures during the 
national Economic recovery 
Plan (Penjana) in june.

These included stamp duty 
exemption on the instruments 
of transfer and loan agreement 
for the purchase of residential 
homes priced between 300,000 
and 2.5 million ringgit, real 
property gains tax exemption 
for the disposal of residential 
homes from june 1, 2020 to 
december 31, 2021 and the 

lifting of the 70 per cent financ-
ing margin limit on the third 
property onwards.

stamp duty exemption on 
instruments of transfer and 
loan agreements for first-time 
home buyers for residential 
properties up to 500,000 ring-
git was also extended until 
december 31, 2025.

These incentives, together 
with additional rebates offered 
by developers, will help reduce 
upfront costs related to property 
purchases, Maybank iB noted.

The research house added: 
“Fiscal policy remains expan-
sionary via Budget 2021 with a 
record spending allocation of 
322.5 billion ringgit that 
includes an all-time high gross 
development expenditure.

“We also expect Bank nega-
ra to stay accommodative to 
enable sustainable economic 
recovery and maintain the 
record-low overnight policy 
rate [OPr] of 1.75 per cent 
until end-2021.

“any change in the OPr this 
year will be cut[s] rather than 
hike[s], we believe. These will 
help to entice the potential 
property buyers into the mar-
ket due to the cheaper costs for 

property purchases.”
Operationally, Maybank iB 

thinks developers are on “clean-
er ground” post-kitchen sinking 
in 2020. The second MCO is 
expected to have a lower dam-
age impact on sales.

however, Maybank iB high-
lighted that there are still risks 
to the sector, including politi-
cal stability post-Emergency. 
Based on its observation, 

demand for big-ticket items 
such as properties usually 
drops around six months 
before a general election. 
additionally, the economic 
recovery is reliant on the suc-
cessful rollout of vaccines.

it also cautioned that the 
recovery in the local property 
market may be set back by the 
jump in the number of auc-
tioned properties when the 

additional six-month targeted 
repayment assistance scheme 
expires end-june 2021.

it said: “While demand-sup-
ply rebalancing will still take 
some time, we think the worst 
is over and homes sales may 
have hit bottom already and 
should improve year-on-year 
in 2021 on the above men-
tioned factors.” THE STAR (MALAYSIA)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Maybank IB Research expects Malaysian buying sentiment on properties to improve in anticipation of a better 
economic outlook this year. PIXABAY
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Thousands of Indian farmers 
battled police across new delhi on 
january 26 as they took protests 
against agriculture reform into the 
capital during a giant republic day 
military parade.

Police laid on one of their biggest 
security operations in years in a bid 
to keep protesters away from Prime 
Minister narendra Modi as he over-
saw a parade full of pomp.

Police manned barricades at in-
tersections around the centre of the 
city, while soldiers with machine 
guns patrolled metro trains.

But after barging through bar-
ricades on the city’s main arteries, 
convoys of farmers on tractors sped 
wildly around city roads, forcing 
police and bystanders to leap for 
safety.

at the 400-year-old red Fort, pro-
testers raised the emblem of their 
movement on flagpole where India’s 
tricolour normally flies.

hundreds also gathered outside 
the delhi police headquarters 

and fought with officers.
across the city, security forces fired 

tear gas and staged baton charges, 
but the protesters laid into police 
with their own weapons – and hi-
jacked buses that had been used to 
block their convoys.

Two months of protests against 
agricultural laws that deregulated 
produce markets have turned into 
the biggest challenge faced by Mo-
di’s hindu nationalist government 
since it came to power six years ago.

The government had opposed the 
rally saying it would be a “national 
embarrassment” at a time when 
it should be celebrating republic 
day.

Barricades breached
Police, however, said they would 

allow the demonstration if farmers 
waited until after the military pa-
rade, and kept to a route away from 
central delhi.

But barricades were breached 
while Modi and other ministers 

were watching tanks and troops 
pass along the rajpath boulevard 
as newly acquired rafale fighter jets 
flew overhead.

some protesters reached a major 
intersection just 3km from the pa-
rade.

Modi was driven back to his resi-
dence barely 30 minutes before the 
farmers took over the city centre.

Tens of thousands of farmers 
have camped on the outskirts of the 
capital since november, protest-
ing against the new laws which the 
government says will boost rural in-
comes.

union leaders say they will allow 
private Indian conglomerates to 
take over the agriculture industry – 
the rockbed of the economy – and 
end guaranteed prices for most of 
their produce. 

Popular support
Farmers’ leaders say they have 

enough supplies to keep their pro-
test camps going for at least a year.

The leaders blamed the authori-
ties for the violence saying police 
had provoked the farmers.

union leader Kawalpreet singh 

Pannu said: “When you attack a 
peaceful protest, then difficulties 
for the government will surely in-
crease.” AFP

us President signals tougher 
russia stance in first Putin call

Protesting farmers battle police after storming new delhi

Tunisia Parliament 
reshuffles Cabinet 
as protesters face off

P
resIdenT joe Biden 
on january 26 sig-
nalled a tougher us 
stance on russia in his 

first phone call with President 
Vladimir Putin, raising con-
cerns over human rights and 
“aggression” against ukraine, 
but welcoming cooperation on 
a new nuclear weapons accord.

The call was initiated by the 
White house to discuss prog-
ress on extending the new 
sTarT (strategic arms reduc-
tion Treaty) deal, which limits 
the two powers to a maximum 
of 1,550 deployed nuclear war-
heads each and expires Febru-
ary 5. an agreement now ap-
pears to be close.

But White house press sec-
retary jen Psaki said Biden 
also raised a raft of worries 
about the russian authori-
ties’ treatment of opposition 
members, including the “poi-
soning of alexei navalny”.

The opposition leader and 
anti-corruption crusader nearly 
died last year from a poisoning 
he says he has proved was car-
ried out by the security services, 
something Putin denies. na-
valny is currently imprisoned 
in Moscow and over the week-
end, police made mass arrests 
of people demonstrating in his 
support across the country.

showing Moscow and Wash-
ington are still able to coop-
erate separately on nuclear 
issues, the White house said 
Biden and Putin had agreed 
to “work urgently” to wrap up 
negotiations on a fresh five-
year period for the new sTarT 
treaty ahead of its expiry.

The Kremlin said that in 
their call Putin and Biden “ex-
pressed satisfaction” over talks 
and the russian leader later 
submitted a bill to parliament 

on the five-year extension.
In Washington, a depart-

ment of state official who 
asked not to be identified said 
the two sides had “reached 
agreement . . . to proceed 
quickly to conclude such an 
agreement by February 5th.”

The moves raised hopes for 
more stability between the 
world’s two most heavily armed 
nations, drawing a line under 
the uncertainty that entered 
under donald Trump, whom 
Biden replaced just last week.

The Trump administration 
had offered a one-year exten-
sion ahead of the February 

deadline but discussions broke 
down over us insistence on 
tougher verification that russia 
had frozen its nuclear arsenal.

Human rights
however, Biden also di-

verged strongly with Trump 
on his approach to russia’s 
human rights record and 
ukraine.

Trump went to great lengths 
while in power to avoid raising 
complaints about human rights 
abuses in russia or criticising 
Moscow’s support for separat-
ists in ukraine and occupation 
of Crimea. Biden confronted 

Putin on both issues.
he brought up “our strong 

support for ukraine’s sovereign-
ty in the face of russia’s ongoing 
aggression”, Psaki said.

she also enumerated a long 
sequence of other “matters of 
concern” causing friction in 
Washington.

These included the un-
precedented mass hacking of 
us computers that has been 
widely blamed on russia, in-
terference in the 2020 presi-
dential election and reports 
that Moscow offered bounties 
for the killing of us soldiers in 
afghanistan. AFP

hundreds of anti-govern-
ment protesters faced off 
against riot police outside the 
Tunisian parliament on janu-
ary 26 as lawmakers inside 
confirmed a cabinet reshuffle 
amid growing unrest.

Mired in a political and 
economic crisis worsened by 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
north african country has 
been rocked by a wave of an-
ger at a political class seen as 
obsessed with power struggles 
and disconnected from the 
suffering of ordinary people.

Prime Minister hichem 
Mechichi told the assembly 
that by naming 11 new min-
isters to the interior, justice, 
health and other key portfoli-
os, he aimed to create a “more 
effective” reform team.

he faced opposition from 
President Kais saied, however, 
who said he was not consult-
ed. saied charged that one of 
the proposed ministers was 
involved in a corruption case 
and that three others were sus-
pected of conflicts of interest.

Mechichi said the new cabi-
net would listen to the de-
mands of the protesters.

security forces have carried 
out mass arrests during more 
than a week of night-time riots 
and daytime protests against 
police repression, poverty, in-
equality and corruption.

Tunisia has often been praised 
as a rare success story for its 
democratic transition after the 
arab spring regional uprisings 
sparked by its 2011 revolution.

But many Tunisians are 
angered by a political class 
seen as disconnected from 
the suffering of the poor, 
amid high unemployment 
and spiralling prices.

“Poverty is growing, hunger 
is growing,” read one sign car-
ried by the protesters, while 
another demanded “dignity 
and freedom for working-
class neighbourhoods”.

The session came a day af-
ter protesters clashed with 
police in the town of sbeitla, 
in Tunisia’s marginalised cen-
tre, after a young man hit by 
a tear gas canister last week 
died in hospital.

some chanted slogans against 
the government and ennahdha, 
the biggest party in parliament.

But police forces stopped 
demonstrators from gath-
ering at the usual square in 
front of the parliament.

Tunisian association of 
democratic Women head 
yosra Frawes said: “The politi-
cians are producing the same 
strategies that until now have 
only led to failure.

“They must change their gov-
ernance model or step down.”

some lawmakers criticised 
the heavy security deployment 
around the assembly and 
called for further dialogue.

one complained of a vote 
held “under police siege” and 
said: “all that’s missing is to 
vote under the threat of the 
baton.” AFP

US President Joe Biden had his first phone call with Russian President Vladimir Putin on Tuesday. AFP

Activists and farmers take part in a protest in Bangalore as they continue to demonstrate 
against the central government’s recent agricultural reforms on Tuesday. AFP

Prime Minister Hichem Mechichi. AFP
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Secretive Communist Party of Vietnam nat’l 
Congress begins under cloud of ‘repression’
V

ietnam’S secre-
tive, twice-a-decade 
political transition 
kicked off on janu-

ary 26, with the Commu-
nist Party of Vietnam (CPV) 
poised to select its future 
leaders who will have to con-
tend with ramped-up trade 
tensions with the uS.

the country’s party secre-
tary-general, as well as three 
other key leadership “pillars”, 
are up for grabs at the Congress 
in Hanoi, which is taking place 
largely behind closed doors, 
and will run until February 2.

the lead-up to the Congress 
has been marked by a relent-
less crackdown on dissent, ac-
cording to rights groups, which 
say repression has escalated 
under the current leadership.

nguyen Phu trong, the CPV 
chief who has also served as 
president since 2018, is vying 
for another term as secretary-
general, analysts say, although 
he is not expected to continue 
holding both leadership posts 
simultaneously.

But another stint in the top 
job for 76-year-old trong – a 
pro-China conservative – would 
be a boost for his high-profile 
anti-corruption campaign that 
has swept through the party, 
police and armed forces.

“in the last five years there’s 
been a recognisable increase 
in the repressiveness of the 
regime,” said jonathan Lon-
don, a Vietnam expert at the 
Leiden institute of area Stud-
ies in the netherlands.

this “reflects trong’s agen-
da of disciplining the party 
and the country’s population 
more broadly”.

roads were sealed off ear-
ly on january 26 morning 
around Hanoi’s national Con-
vention Centre, with a dense 
security presence keeping 
watch as delegates arrived for 
the opening ceremony. 

Economic opening
another contender to re-

main in a key post is Prime 
minister nguyen Xuan Phuc, 
who has focused on the coun-
try’s economic growth and in-
tegration, securing a number 
of international trade deals.

the 66-year-old – tipped by 
analysts to now take the pres-
idency – has also steered the 
country’s robust response to 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

regardless of who is cho-
sen, the world should not 
expect major policy changes, 
said murray Hiebert of the 

Southeast asia Programme 
at the Centre for Strategic 
and international Studies in 
Washington.

“i think they are roughly go-
ing to continue with econom-
ic opening – looking for more 
foreign, economic partners,” 
he said.

trade tensions with the uS 
will also be high on the prior-
ity list after Washington ac-
cused Hanoi of currency ma-
nipulation last month.

trong on january 26 alluded 

to these wider geopolitical is-
sues, raising the party’s need to 
“correctly and efficiently handle 
relations with bigger countries”. 

“Fighting to protect the na-
tional sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity remains a chal-
lenge,” he said.

Pandemic success
Despite the challenging in-

ternational outlook, the new 
leadership will aim to leverage 
the economic and political 
advantage from its successful 

handling of the coronavirus 
epidemic, observers say. 

the country has recorded just 
over 1,500 cases and 35 deaths.

Highlighting Vietnam’s 
growth of 2.9 per cent in a 
region pockmarked with eco-
nomic contractions, trong 
on january 26 said Vietnam 
has been acknowledged “as a 
shining point . . . successfully 
containing the pandemic 
while recovering and devel-
oping the economy”.

But that strong perfor-

mance means “the govern-
ment feels more confident in 
increasing the crackdown” on 
dissent, said Le Cong Dinh, a 
human rights activist.

three prominent journal-
ists were jailed on anti-state 
charges earlier this month, 
while prisoners of conscience 
have doubled from 84 to 170 
since the previous Congress 
in 2016, according to amnes-
ty international.

He said: “they feel they can 
challenge any criticism.” afp

thailand to offer 30m people $230 
each in new round of Covid-19 relief

thai opposition mP 
urges Pm to put brakes 
on Green Line fare hike

tHe thai Cabinet on january 
26 approved a new round of 
Covid-19 relief for low-income 
groups. the new package will 
offer 7,000 baht ($230) in cred-
it for shopping necessities and 
cover around 30 million peo-
ple.

eligible for the new scheme 
are state welfare card holders, 
recipients of the shopping and 
travel co-payment schemes, 
and other groups.

the government will transfer 
the e-payment to recipients, 
but it cannot be withdrawn as 
cash. Welfare cards holders will 
receive money automatically 
on February 5. Co-payment 
recipients will be automati-
cally screened for eligibility and 
do not have to re-register for 
the new scheme. Others have 
to register at xn--b3czh8ayeuf.
com (which when converted 

into its thai domain name trans-
lates to “thai triumph”) between 
january 29 and February 12.

Key conditions of eligibility 
are taxable income of not more 
than 300,000 baht in 2019 and 
total bank deposits of not more 
than 500,000 baht as of Decem-
ber 31 last year. recipients can 
use the e-payment to pay for 
goods, but not alcoholic drinks 
or cigarettes.

the e-payments can also be 
used for public transport, and 
taxis, tuk-tuks and motorcycle 
taxis, said minister of Finance 
arkhom termpittayapaisith.

the ministry estimates the 
package will cover 30.1 million 
mostly self-employed people.

the government is also con-
sidering aid measures for low-
ranking state officials, arkhom 
said. THE NaTION (THaILaND)/aSIa NEWS 

NETWORK

yuttHaPOnG jarassathian, 
thai political party Pheu thai’s 
member of parliament for maha 
Sarakham province and party 
deputy chief, submitted a letter 
to Prime minister Prayut Chan-
o-cha on january 26 urging him 
to suspend the Green Line Sky-
train fare increase to a maxi-
mum 104 baht ($3.50), which is 
to commence on February 16.

Despite previously promis-
ing that the fare ceiling would 
be 65 baht on the route, Bang-
kok governor aswin Kwan-
muang on january 22 said the 
new ceiling of 104 baht is inex-
pensive and would be imple-
mented from February 16 as 
planned unless the govern-
ment decided otherwise.

“the fare hike will hurt peo-
ple who have already been 
affected by the economic fall-

out of Covid-19. the average 
minimum wage of Bangkoki-
ans is 331 baht. if they have to 
take a return trip on the Green 
Line, which will amount to 208 
baht, they will have only 123 
baht left for their daily expens-
es, which is not liveable,” yut-
thapong pointed out.

“i therefore urge the prime 
minister to suspend the fare hike 
before February 16, and also 
launch an investigation into 
why the interior ministry and 
the Bangkok metropolitan 
administration [Bma] have not 
obeyed the Cabinet’s order of 
november 26, 2018, which stip-
ulates that the Bma must bor-
row money to pay off debts from 
Green Line operational costs to 
the Bangkok mass transit Sys-
tem [BtSC],” he said. THE NaTION 

(THaILaND)/aSIa NEWS NETWORK

Vietnamese President and Communist Party of Vietnam (CPV) secretary-general Nguyen Phu Trong (centre) arrives to attend the opening session of the party’s 13th National Congress 
at the National Convention Centre in Hanoi. afp

Thai Minister of Finance Arkhom Termpittayapaisith. THE NaTION
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j
OE BIDEn was inaugurated as 
the 46th president of the uS on 
january 20. However, two 
rumours accompanied his steps 

to the White House. 
First, his finance minister, janet 

yellen, has emphasised her commit-
ment not to interfere with the uS dol-
lar. She prefers to allow the market to 
determine the value of the currency. 

yellen’s statement has given rise to 
various interpretations. It could be 
an initial signal that Biden’s econom-
ic policies will tend to be pro-market, 
based on the interaction of supply 
and demand.

Market forces will determine the 
value of the dollar. Exchange rate 
adjustments in the market reflect vari-
ations in the economic performance 
of each country and facilitate efficient 
adjustments in the global economy. 

yellen, a former Federal reserve 
chief, has probably already anticipat-
ed the second rumour. The com-
mencement of vaccination in the uS 
raises optimism about a faster-than-
expected economic recovery in the 
second half of this year. This has trig-
gered discourse about the uS central 
bank gradually reducing its bond-
buying programme to sustain the 
nation’s economic recovery. 

The two policies above, if they are 
really implemented, will undoubted-
ly shake the global market. The first-
round impact will work directly on 
the commodity markets. Import-ex-
port activities with the uS will fluctu-
ate following fluctuations in the 
exchange rate of the domestic cur-
rency against the uS dollar. 

The import-export activities among 
countries that use the uS dollar as 
the basis of payment will also be 
affected. again, the volume of trade 
will fluctuate in accordance with the 
dynamics of the uS dollar. If the dol-
lar strengthens, exporters will suffer 
and importers will benefit. 

This profit-loss situation also trig-
gered a trade war between China and 
the uS during the Trump administra-
tion. Trump tackled the deficit in the 
uS trade balance with China by 
increasing import duties. In essence, 
Trump wanted to prove the accusa-
tion that China was deliberately weak-
ening the yuan to achieve a surplus. 

The second-round impact will 
operate on global financial markets. 
The uS central bank, sooner or later, 
will rebalance its balance sheet. The 
high ownership of government bonds 
to finance the Covid-19 pandemic 
will be gradually reduced by selling 

them on the global market. 
uS government bonds are seen as a 

risk-free asset and are therefore 
attractive to global market players. 
The dollar, which has been invested in 
emerging markets, will move quickly 
towards the uS. The phenomenon of 
the dollar “coming home” is a necessi-
ty with all its negative effects. 

The adverse effect is most compli-
cated when the owners of the fund 
play in both markets. The owners of 
the fund remove their money from the 
commodity market to the financial 
market. Conversely, funds in financial 
markets will migrate when commodi-
ty markets promise higher yields. 

The thesis above seems close to 
reality. It is not a coincidence that the 
global financial crisis that hit finan-
cial markets in 2008 occurred amid 
the commodity boom. The rise of 
global financial markets from the cri-
sis appears to have accelerated the 
end of the commodity boom era. 

How about Indonesia? If both 
Biden’s economic policy scenarios 
prove correct, Indonesia will face 
flight of foreign capital which in the 
short term will depreciate rupiah. 
Imports of raw materials, equipment 
and machinery will shrink, which will 
further affect production capacity. 

However, if the uS real sector quick-
ly recovers and grows, Indonesia can 
seize export opportunities and offset 
the pressure on the rupiah’s deprecia-
tion. also, Indonesian products can 
fill the role of Chinese products that 
are subject to high tariffs. Indonesia’s 
non-oil and gas export share to the uS 
ranks second after China. 

In another scenario, Chinese prod-
ucts that should be destined for the 
uS will be transferred to other coun-
tries, including Indonesia. Indonesia’s 
imports from China rank the highest. 
as a consequence, the trade deficit 
with China will be enlarged, which 
may not be covered by an increase in 
the trade surplus from the uS. 

Within the above logic flow, 
strengthening trade between coun-
tries in the same region has the 
potential to be increased, through 
aSEan for example. The agreement 
on the use of local currency is the 
basis for economic growth and 
regional stabilisation without too 
much dependence on the uS dollar. 

Furthermore, the diversification 
of export destination countries 
deserves attention. The expansion 
of the export market deserves to be 
directed outside the traditional 
countries that have existed so far. 

north africa, the Middle East, East-
ern Europe and Latin america are 
wide open to become potential mar-
kets for Indonesian products. 

In a broader scope, if Indonesia 
remains willing to play in the inter-
national market, increasing competi-
tiveness is non-negotiable. The 
increase in exports should not only 
be triggered by the weakening of the 
domestic currency, but must be also 
supported by the intrinsic superiority 
of its export products. 

Strengthening the domestic market 
appears to be the safest solution to 
various sources of external turmoil. 
Domestic consumers must be pro-
tected so that their purchasing power 
remains strong and they are able to 
absorb domestic production, instead 
of consuming more expensive 
imported products. 

The four options above unfortu-
nately are difficult to realise anytime 
soon. Perhaps the 61st uS treasury 
secretary, john Connally, was right 
when he said: “The dollar is our cur-
rency, but it is your problem.” THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer is a professor of economics at the 
State University of Jakarta School of Economics 
and a research director at the Socio-Economic 
and Educational Business Institute, Jakarta

Opinion
Haryo Kuncoro

‘The US dollar is our currency,
 but it is your problem’

Market forces will determine the value of the dollar. Exchange rate adjustments in the market reflect variations in the economic  
performance of each country and facilitate efficient adjustments in the global economy. afp



Lifestyle

13THE PHNOM PENH POST  january  28, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Medallist undaunted by amputated foot
Hong Raksmey

a
S a HEaLTHy seven-
year-old boy, Meas Sabun 
dreamt of becoming a 
teacher in his home vil-

lage in ang Tasom commune about 
15km west of the provincial capital, 
Donkeo.

unfortunately, his dreams for the 
future were disrupted by an accident 
when he was in the second grade that 
resulted in his foot being amputated.

Sabun recalled the accident that 
happened to him at seven years old: 
“I was sitting under the palm trees 
guarding rice seedlings. Suddenly 
the bamboo ladder fell and landed 
on my left foot.

“Even though it hurt badly, I didn’t 
panic or get upset. My parents then 
brought me to the hospital,” says 
Sabun. 

When he woke up from surgery he 
was told that they hadn’t been able 
to save his foot due to the severity of 
his injuries. They were forced to am-
putate it to save his life. 

When Sabun finished high school 
in 1998 he could get around slowly 
with the help of a crutch and he be-
gan looking for employment. 

“I only studied through grade 12 
and I couldn’t speak English very well. 
add a disability on top of that and it 
meant I couldn’t find a job anywhere 
doing anything,” he says. 

Though people with disabilities 
were technically allowed to pursue 
their studies or work as a teacher 
just like anyone else 20 years ago, 
the reality was that it was often very 
difficult to find employment as a 
disabled person.  

 “applying for a job back then re-
quired physical fitness, even if the 
job wasn’t physical labour. It was 
just expected. I was turned down by 
many places the moment they saw 
my crutch or realised I had lost my 
foot,” Sabun says.  

While people with disabilities still 
face prejudice and discrimination at 
times, Sabun says some efforts have 
been made by the government and 
non-governmental organisations 
(nGO) to educate the public about 
this issue. 

“Today things are changing nota-
bly and people with some disabili-
ties are encouraged to apply for jobs 
now, especially at state-run institu-
tions and nGOs,” Sabun says.

From age seven when the accident 
occurred up until age 22 the only as-
sistance Sabun had in order to get 
around on his own was a crutch that 
made his disability obvious to oth-
ers and wasn’t easy to use.

Then Sabun got his first prosthetic 
foot at the Physical rehabilitation 
Centre (PrC) in Takeo. He became a 
regular client there and that’s where 
he first heard about athletic compe-
titions for people with disabilities.

The PrC is part of the Physical re-
habilitation Programme launched 
by the International Committee of 
the red Cross.

When Sabun tried his “new foot” 
for the first time, he found it very 
difficult to get used to and it hurt 
when he walked with it. 

“It was very hard for me to walk at 
first. Wearing an artificial foot wasn’t 
easy since it chafed against my leg 
and it required a lot of practice. 

“Eventually I could walk very well 
with it unless I got sore and then it 

would hurt too much,” he says. 
Sabun says that while prosthetics 

like his artificial foot are of huge ben-
efit to people with disabilities they 
come with their own trade-offs.

“Daily use of my artificial foot 
causes minor injuries and wearing 
it from dawn to dusk causes a lot of 
inflammation. When taking a break 
at work or when I don’t need to be 
mobile I take it off and at night I al-
ways remove it,” Sabun says. 

Today, Sabun works at the Centre as 
a prosthesis and orthotics assistant. 

He produces prosthetics and or-
thotics for others because he feels 
a duty to help those in need in 
the same way that the Centre had 
helped him so many years ago. 

“Without these prosthetics to help 
them they face very difficult lives,” 
Sabun says. 

Sabun says that prosthetics are the 

best option for most people to get 
around because most of the buildings 
in Cambodia aren’t equipped with 
ramps or elevators for wheelchairs. 

“Once they get used to their new 
limbs they can go out and find a job 
or open a business to support their 
families,” says Sabun.

The prosthetics and orthotics are 
produced free of charge by the centre 
for persons with disabilities. The cen-
tre even provides financial assistance 
to travel there to be fitted for them. 

Sabun says: “aside from providing 
new limbs, the centre also provides 
support and training in the use of the 
prosthetics and their maintenance. We 
also help to disabled persons get train-
ing in vocational skills.” 

Sabun, 40, discovered that he could  
overcome many of the limitations that 
had been imposed on him or that he 
had imposed on himself due to his 

disability through athletics. 
“I loved playing volleyball. When I 

went in to be fitted for my artificial 
foot someone told me about the 
volleyball club. I joined and started 
playing in 2002,” he says.

When Takeo started a volleyball club, 
they invited him to join the team and 
then he began working at the Physical 
rehabilitation Centre in 2006. 

“For several years I was both work-
ing and training in volleyball at the 
same time. It was tiring but it was 
worth it,” Sabun says. 

The pay-off for all that work came for 
Sabun when he played on Cambodia’s 
national paralympic volleyball team 
and they won a bronze medal at the  
Paralympic SEa Games in Myanmar 
in 2013. 

“It was a great experience for the 
whole team to win the medal and it 
was an honour to represent my coun-

try. I hope we made all Cambodians, 
with or without disabilities, proud,” 
Sabun says.

Sabun kept playing volleyball for a 
few years after their big medal win 
but eventually he decided to set the 
sport aside to focus on his work at 
the centre.

“I left the volleyball club a couple 
of years back to focus on my job but 
I’ve stayed active as an athlete by 
getting involved with shot-put. 

“It’s an individual sport so it’s easi-
er to find time to train,” Sabun says.  

Sabun keeps a full schedule these 
days between his job and his fam-
ily. He says he feels blessed to have 
his wife and three children to come 
home to each night. 

His wife runs a small grocery and 
they have a cow and chickens in 
their backyard.

“When I get home, I feed the ani-
mals and then spend time with my 
family. When I have free time we 
go fishing and then make prahok,” 
Sabun says. 

Sabun says he was able to build 
a happy life for himself despite the 
challenges of having a disability in 
Cambodia because he never gave 
up and never used his disability as 
an excuse for failure. 

He encourages persons with disabil-
ities to believe in themselves and focus 
on what they can do instead of worry-
ing about what they can’t do. 

Sabun says that anyone with a dis-
ability who wants to learn job skills 
should contact his employer – Interna-
tional red Cross’s PrC in Takeo – and 
they will help arrange for them to learn 
vocational skills through an education 
institute near their home.

“My message to persons with dis-
abilities is ‘don’t rely on your disabil-
ity to make a living by begging in the 
street’. you can have a better life than 
that by relying on your abilities instead 
of your disability. 

“Help is available. Stay strong and 
don’t give up,” Sabun says.

Meas Sabun joined a volleyball club in 2002 and developed a love for the sport, eventually 
winning a bronze medal in Myanmar at the SE Asia Paralympic Games. supplied

Sabun had to amputate his left foot because a bamboo ladder fell 
and badly injured him when he was just seven years old. supplied

Sabun began to work at the International Red Cross’s Physical 
Rehabilitation Centre in 2006. supplied

Prosthetics and orthotics are produced free of charge by the International Committee 
of the Red Cross’s Physical Rehabilitation Centre in Takeo province. supplied
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Apt name for a guy in debt?
  5 Watered down
  9 Make giggle
 14 It can be corny
 15 Bull weapon
 16 “Not on your life!”
 17 Alien abductions, e.g.
 20 Unit of current
 21 On one’s ___ (independent)
 22 Handle of a knife
 23 Actress Charlotte
 24 Certain vestment
 26 One of Columbus’ three ships
 28 Merganser relative
 30 Hindu religious writing
 34 Bristle on barley or rye
 37 Like ___ of sunshine
 39 “Laugh-In” co-host
 40 Concluding
 44 Solemn words
 45 “Mr. Roboto” band
 46 Baste, in a way
 47 Pampered to a fault
 49 Farmer’s foundation
 51 Another merganser relative

 53 Cunning
 54 Kind of feeling
 57 Real estate unit
 60 Frequent Powell costar
 62 Isolated
 64 Very good friends
 67 Gutter sites
 68 Impression of surgery?
 69 Bye-bye, in Florence
 70 Fail to conceal one’s worry
 71 Hardly hard
 72 Heavenly garden
DOWN
  1 NBA legend Robertson
  2 “The Flintstones” mother
  3 Take flight to unite
  4 Deviated septum site
  5 Getaway driver
  6 Geological time
  7 Chevron rival
  8 Part of aka
  9 Massachusetts cape
 10 Antifreeze component
 11 Eye membrane
 12 One serving the lord
 13 Start for “while”
 18 They’re historically significant

 19 Brigade
 25 Arctic floaters
 27 Anti-drug cop
 29 Los Angeles neighborhood
 31 Some claim they’re terrible
 32 Flatten, in Britain
 33 From the top, again
 34 Public scenes
 35 Finish filming
 36 Defense pact since 1949
 38 Shows wild instability
 41 Arm of the Arctic Ocean
 42 Sea-girt land
 43 Relating to the armpit
 48 Chalky mineral
 50 City on the Rhone and Saone
 52 Like some interpretations
 54 Geographical geometric figure
 55 Hand holders?
 56 Cicely of film
 57 They’re part of a good deal
 58 Hammerhead part
 59 Act like a nomad
 61 1970s disco staple
 63 Opposite of naughty
 65 Md. setting
 66 Ballerina’s step

“IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

Switzerland’s timeless art 
mechanics holds 3D future

I
n HIS snow-bound 
workshop, Swiss master 
Francois Junod’s mov-
ing mechanical artworks 

whir into action: birds whistle, 
historical luminaries write po-
etry – traditional craftsman-
ship newly recognised as be-
ing among the world’s cultural 
heritage.

In the Jura mountains run-
ning along the French-Swiss 
border, the precision skills 
behind some of the planet’s 
finest watches and automa-
tons have been handed down 
through the generations.

The region’s historical pre-
eminence in a field combining 
science, art and technology 
has also been given a boost by 
the Un.

In December, the craftsman-
ship of mechanical watch-
making and art mechanics in 
the Juras were jointly added 
to UnESCO’s Representative 
List of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity.

They now sit on a par with 
Argentine tango, Belgian beer 
culture, Chinese calligraphy, 
French cuisine, Indian yoga, 
Japanese Kabuki theatre, 
Mexico’s Day of the Dead and 
Spanish Flamenco.

Junod is working on an au-
tomaton of Leonardo da Vinci. 
His eyelids blink, and his spar-
kling eyes move, following his 
pen strokes as his arm moves 
from left to right.

“It’s close to magic,” Junod 
said as he brought Da Vinci’s 
head to life.

“There is renewed interest 
in these objects because we 
are living in an electronic 
age, and to see these me-
chanical artworks again – 
the mystery comes back, the 
magic returns.

“It revives this profession 
which had disappeared some-
what.”

Quiet hum of cogs 
Pristine snow engulfs Junod’s 

studio in the village of Sainte-
Croix in western Switzerland, 
more than 1km up in the Ju-
ras, and less than 5km from 
the French border.

The area is a hotbed of cre-
ation in watchmaking and its 
close relative, art mechanics.

It has been so since the 
1685 revocation of the Edict 
of nantes, which saw Protes-
tants flee France en masse, 

many heading for safety in 
the frontier mountains, taking 
their skills and industrious-
ness with them.

“The tranquillity of the 
mountains goes very well 
with the profession,” said 61-
year-old Junod, who is the 
fourth generation of his fam-
ily working in mechanics in 
Sainte-Croix.

His 20-year-old nephew is 
among the five people working 
in the studio: a Steampunk’s 
dream filled with cogs, pis-
tons, mechanical butterflies, a 
cantering horse, 19th-century 
music boxes and colourful gi-
ant birds.

There is even a skeleton in a 
feathered hat, used to model 
movement; hands and legs 
hanging down from the ceil-
ing; shelves full of miniature 
heads; tools galore and a gi-
ant eye with a rotating music-
playing iris.

Patience and time
Junod and his team work on 

five or six pieces at once. The 
art form requires patience and 
curiosity.

The automaton of Russian 
writer Alexander Pushkin – 
which could write 1,458 po-
ems in ink – took five years; 
the Tapis Volant flying carpet 
took two.

“You have to like difficulty. You 
need patience. And you have to 
be passionate,” said Junod.

The job satisfaction comes 
from seeing the finished prod-
uct come to life, having over-
come all the technical and 
aesthetic hurdles.

“Even within the same stu-
dio, everyone will have their 
own style in making an au-
tomaton,” said Junod.

“It’s that which gives it it’s 
soul. It really has a soul. no 
two are ever the same.

“That’s the charm of this 
craft.”

Fairies and the future
A timeless charm which can 

still find a captive audience 
among the smartphone gen-
eration, as happened with La 
Fee Ondine: a bejewelled fairy 
sat on a lilypad, her wings flut-
tering as she wakes to watch a 
water lily open and a butterfly 
emerging.

“Wherever we showed it, 
whether in Beijing, London, 
Paris or Geneva, every time, 
young people swarmed around 
it with their iPhones filming it. 
Because it moves. It’s poetic,” 
said Junod.

The local watchmaking 
and art mechanics indus-
tries were thought to be dy-
ing out when digital technol-
ogy began to creep in from 
the 1970s onwards.

But traditional Swiss watch-
es saw off the challenge, and 
art mechanics also survived 
by embracing the possibilities 
opened up by computer simu-
lations and three-dimensional 
printing.

“now we mix modern tools 
with ancient traditional meth-
ods,” said Junod, meaning the 
art form’s limits are an ever-
moving target.

“We can design objects that 
were impossible to manufac-
ture in the traditional way and 
thanks to 3D printing, you can 
make incredible parts,” he 
said, even in gold and silver.

“The imagination can go 
even further.

“Almost everything is pos-
sible.” AFP

Swiss master Francois Junod is working on a moving mechanical artwork in his workshop in Sainte-Croix. AFP

14 THE PHNOM PENH POST  JAnUARY  28, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Birds are part of a moving mechanical artwork in the workshop of 
Swiss master Francois Junod in Sainte-Croix. AFP



THE 36-year-old defender said 
the last four tie, which they lost 
to eventual champions Portu-
gal, would remain in his mem-
ory forever.

Ashley Williams scored in 
the memorable 3-1 quarter-
final win over fancied Belgium 
as his country reached an 
international tournament for 
the first time since 1958.

The 86-times capped former 
Swansea centre-back had a less 
successful time at Everton before 
spells at Stoke and Bristol City.

“After consideration of 
recent offers to continue play-
ing, I would like to announce 
my retirement as a profes-
sional footballer,” he said in a 
post on Instagram.

“Captaining Wales in a 
semi-final [of the] Euro-
pean Championships in 
2016 was my greatest 
achievement and some-
thing I will never forget.”

Williams, who made his 
last international appear-
ance in June 2019, said 
he had lived a 
dream of rising 
through the 
leagues 
to the 

highest level.
“It has been an honour to 

play 741 games across all levels 
of the English football leagues 
and to represent some incred-
ible teams,” he said.

“It has been an unbelievable 
journey and one I will look 
back on with my family and be 
immensely proud of.

“Starting from non-league to 
playing at the highest level in 
the Premier League, as well as 
representing my country on 86 
occasions, was beyond my 
wildest dreams.”

Williams said this would not 
be the end of his love affair 
with football, simply moving 
onto a new chapter.

“Football has taught me so 
much both on and off 

the field and I will 
take this with me 
into the next chap-
ter,” he said.

“I look forward to 
still being involved 

in the game in the 
future.” AFP
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Fans remember Lakers legend 
one year after helicopter crash

B
ASkETBALL fans 
gathered across Los 
Angeles on January 
26 to remember kobe 

Bryant, one year to the day 
after the former nBA super-
star perished in a helicopter 
crash with daughter Gianna 
and seven others.

Fans laid flowers and LA Lak-
ers memorabilia at a makeshift 
memorial outside the Staples 
Center, the arena where Bry-
ant became a city icon during 
a two-decade playing career.

Bryant, 41, his daughter and 
fellow passengers died on 
January 26 last year when the 
helicopter they were travelling 
in slammed into a hillside in 
Calabasas in foggy conditions.

In a post on Instagram, Bry-
ant’s widow Vanessa wrote: “I 
miss my baby girl and kob-
kob so much, too. I will never 
understand why or how this 
tragedy could’ve happened 
to such beautiful, kind and 
amazing human beings. It still 
doesn’t seem real.”

Bryant’s former Lakers team-
mate Pau Gasol was among 
those who tweeted their mes-
sages of remembrance.

‘I miss you hermano’
“I miss you, hermano . . . 

not a day goes by that you are 
not present in what I do,” the 
Spanish international wrote.

“your spirit, your drive, your 
ambition, your love . . . contin-
ues to shine in my life and in 
many others. I hope you and 
Gigi are smiling down seeing 
how strong, sweet and amaz-
ing your girls are.”

Lakers legend Earvin “Magic” 
Johnson simply posted a picture 
of himself in Lakers uniform 

alongside Bryant. “kobe will al-
ways be my Lakers brother for 
life,” Johnson wrote.

The Lakers meanwhile post-
ed a black and white photo-
graph of Bryant planting an 
affectionate kiss on his daugh-
ter’s head, with a caption: 
“Family is forever.”

Other Los Angeles sporting 
franchises also paid tribute. 
The LA Dodgers baseball team 
posted a photo of the pitching 
mound at Dodger Stadium em-
blazoned with Bryant’s “24” jer-
sey number in Lakers colours.

The LA Galaxy Major League 
Soccer team also posted a pitch-
er of Bryant and his daughter, 
with a caption reflecting their 
nicknames: “Mamba & Mam-
bacita forever.

Bryant won five champion-
ships with the Lakers during 
his career before finally retir-
ing in 2016.

Street-art memorials
Since his death, dozens of 

large-scale murals have ap-
peared on walls throughout 
Los Angeles.

An emotional 2020 season 
for the Lakers culminated with 
LeBron James leading the team 
to their first nBA champion-
ship in 10 years last October. 

The team did not play on 
January 26, and will not hold a 
formal tribute to Bryant when 
they play in Philadelphia.

Lakers star James said last 
weekend he was still strug-
gling to come to terms with 

his close friend’s death.
“Man, it’s a saying that says, 

‘Time heals all,’” James said. 
“And as devastating and as 
tragic as it was and still is to all 
of us involved with it, only time 
[will help]. And it takes time.

“Everyone has their own 
grieving process . . . everyone in-
dividually is different. Everyone 
is going to grieve differently.

“All you can do as a friend or a 
loved one, anyone in our broth-
erhood or our familyhood that 
we have in the Lakers organi-
sation is to put an arm around 
someone when they need it.”

The national Transportation 
Safety Board meanwhile is due 
to announce the results of its 
investigation into the deadly 
crash on February 9. AFP

Wales’ Euro 2016 captain 
Williams retires after 741 
club football appearances

MATTHEW Wade was axed on 
January 27 for Australia’s Test 
series in South Africa after fail-
ing to fire against India, while 
under-pressure Tim Paine 
retained the captaincy.

Wade played all four games in 
the tense 2-1 home summer 
series loss to India, including 
two as makeshift opener in place 

of the injured David Warner.
But he managed just 173 from 

his eight innings, with some rash 
shots ultimately costing him his 
place in the side and seeing him 
replaced by Alex Carey as back-
up wicketkeeper.

Instead, Wade will join Aus-
tralia’s Twenty20 squad on 
their tour of new Zealand as 

vice-captain to the out-of-form 
Aaron Finch.

Australia are due to play 
three Tests in South Africa. The 
tour was originally scheduled 
for February and March, but 
the dates have yet to be locked 
in due to concerns over coro-
navirus.

Cricket Australia reiterated 

its commitment on January 27 
to making the trip, with the 
Tests expected to take place in 
March or April. 

The five-game T20 tour of 
new Zealand runs from Febru-
ary 22 to March 7, clashing with 
South Africa, meaning a host of 
players including Warner, Steve 
Smith and Pat Cummins were 
not available. Wade was the 
main casualty from the India 
series, with the squad other-
wise much the same.

uncapped bowlers Sean 
Abbott, Michael neser, and 
Mitchell Swepson are again 
included, with fellow quick 
Mark Steketee and Carey the 
only newcomers.

Carey’s inclusion was seen as 
significant, with the 29-year-
old, who has excelled for Aus-
tralia in limited overs interna-
tionals, tipped as a potential 
successor as captain to Paine, 
36.

Paine had a sub-par series 
against India, particularly the 
last two Tests when he dropped 
a slew of chances and came 
under fire over his bowling 
changes, field placings and 
decisions on when to declare.

He was also fined for an 
expletive-laden rant at an 
umpire and forced to apolo-

gise after an ugly verbal tirade 
at India’s ravi Ashwin, all of 
which put his captaincy under 
the microscope.

‘Wide of the mark’
But national Selector Trevor 

Hohns insisted Paine was still 
the right man for the job.

“Tim Paine was excellent at 
number seven against India 
and as a batsman, wicketkeep-
er and captain still has much 
to offer in the Test arena,” he 
said.

Cricket Australia’s national 
Teams chief Ben Oliver also 
gave Paine his backing.

“Tim has the support of the 
team, the coach and everyone 
else at Cricket Australia and 
the result of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy series has 
done nothing to diminish 
that,” he said.

“After a series that attracted 
so much global interest, it was 
inevitable there’d be scrutiny. 

“But some of the commen-
tary surrounding Tim and his 
position as Test captain has 
been wide of the mark.”

The absence of several T20 
regulars opened the door for 
some fresh faces to make the 
trip to new Zealand, with three 
uncapped players in the squad 

including teenage leg-spinner 
Tanveer Sangha.

The other rookies are opener 
and gloveman Josh Philippe 
and fast bowler riley 
Meredith.

Paceman Jhye richardson 
and Jason Behrendorff and 
spinner Ashton Agar make their 
return to Australian colours 
after lengthy injury layoffs.

Test squad for South Africa:
Tim Paine (capt), Pat Cum-
mins, Sean Abbott, Alex Carey, 
Cameron Green, Marcus Har-
ris, Josh Hazlewood, Travis 
Head, Moises Henriques, Mar-
nus Labuschagne, nathan 
Lyon, Michael neser, James 
Pattinson, Will Pucovski, Steve 
Smith, Mitchell Starc, Mark 
Steketee, Mitchell Swepson, 
David Warner.

T20 squad for New Zealand: 
Aaron Finch (capt), Matthew 
Wade, Ashton Agar, Jason 
Behrendorff, Mitchell Marsh, 
Glenn Maxwell, Ben McDer-
mott, riley Meredith, Josh 
Philippe, Jhye richardson, 
kane richardson, Daniel 
Sams, Tanveer Sangha, D’Arcy 
Short, Marcus Stoinis, Ashton 
Turner, Andrew Tye, Adam 
Zampa. AFP

People gather in front of a mural of former Lakers legend Kobe Bryant and his daughter Gianna painted by 
artist ‘sloe_motions’ on a wall in downtown Los Angeles, California, on Tuesday. GETTY IMAGES/AFP

Australia’s batsman Matthew Wade departs after his dismissal off India’s paceman Mohammed Siraj on Day 4 
of the fourth cricket Test match between Australia and India at The Gabba in Brisbane on Monday. AFP

South Africa Test tour: Aussies axe Wade, keep Paine as captain

Wales’ defender Ashley Williams runs during 
the Euro 2016 football quarterfinals match 

against Northern Irelandin June 2016 at the 
Parc des Princes stadium in Paris. AFP
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Manchester City go top of Premier 
League after thrashing West Brom
M

a n C h e s t e r 
City thrashed 
West Brom 5-0 
to move back 

top of the Premier League on 
january 26 as arsenal aided 
their push towards the euro-
pean places with a 3-1 win at 
southampton.

City have now won 11 con-
secutive games since West 
Brom earned a shock 1-1 draw 
at the etihad last month.

Pep Guardiola’s men have hit 
top form since and did not miss 
the presence of the injured 
Kevin De Bruyne in blowing 
away the Baggies by scoring 
four goals before half-time.

Ilkay Gundogan opened the 
floodgates by curling home 
from the edge of the box be-
fore joao Cancelo’s controver-
sial strike doubled City’s lead.

the West Brom defence was 
distracted by a wrongly raised 
offside flag before the Portu-
guese full-back found the net, 
but the goal stood after a Var 
review.

Gundogan then took his tally 
to seven goals in his last eight 
league games before riyad 
Mahrez and raheem sterling 
rounded off the scoring.

“there’s not really a secret,” 
Gundogan said of his scoring 
streak. 

“I’m just in the right spaces 
at the right moment. I’m in a 
bit more of an offensive role, 
if I get the chance close to the 
box I try to make the right de-
cisions.”

West Brom have now conced-
ed 17 goals in sam allardyce’s 

four home games in charge as 
they remain second bottom of 
the table, six points off safety.

Arsenal on the rise
Guardiola’s former assistant 

Mikel arteta is also enjoying 
a fine run of form as arsenal 
have taken 16 from the last 
possible 18 points.

the Gunners avenged their 
Fa Cup loss to southampton at 

the weekend despite falling be-
hind after three minutes to stu-
art armstrong’s sweet strike.

nicolas Pepe quickly lev-
elled before Bukayo saka 
rounded alex McCarthy and 
slotted home to give the visi-
tors at half-time lead.

“I think we were good from 
the start. We conceded a goal 
from a corner but responded 
straight away,” said arteta. “It 

showed a lot of intelligence 
and resilience from the team 
in the way they managed the 
game.”

alexandre Lacazette sealed 
a vital three points 18 minutes 
from time as arsenal moved 
up to eighth and within five 
points of the top four.

West Ham go fourth
West ham occupy the fourth 

Champions League place as 
tomas soucek scored twice in 
a 3-2 win at Crystal Palace.

the hammers suffered an 
early setback when Wilfried 
Zaha put Palace in front after 
just three minutes.

But the stronger mental-
ity that David Moyes has 
lauded in West ham this sea-
son showed as soucek struck 
twice in 16 minutes to turn 

the game around.
Only Manchester united’s 

Bruno Fernandes has scored 
more Premier League goals 
from midfield than the Czech 
since he joined from slavia 
Prague a year ago.

Craig Dawson headed in 
jarrod Bowen’s corner 25 
minutes from time to make 
it 3-1 before Michy Batshuayi 
scored a late consolation for 
Palace.

a sixth consecutive win in 
all competitions takes Moy-
es’s men above Liverpool in 
the table and jurgen Klopp’s 
struggling reds will be wary 
of their trip to the London 
stadium on january 31.

at the other end of the table, 
newcastle lost 2-1 at home to 
Leeds to stretch their winless 
run to 11 games

“this league is demanding 
and cruel at times,” said be-
leaguered Magpies boss steve 
Bruce.

raphinha slotted home ro-
drigo’s cut-back to give Mar-
celo Bielsa’s men a deserved 
half-time lead.

Miguel almiron levelled 
with newcastle’s first goal for 
five games early in the second 
half, but parity lasted only 
four minutes before jack har-
rison’s sensational finish with 
the outside of his left foot 
claimed all three points for 
the visitors.

newcastle have a seven-
point cushion over the bot-
tom three, but have now 
played two games more than 
Fulham in 18th. AFP

Former PsG coach tuchel appointed as Chelsea manager
thOMas tuchel was appointed 
Chelsea manager on an 18-month 
contract on january 26, tasked with 
hauling the underperforming Blues 
back into the Champions League 
next season.

the 47-year-old German replaces 

the sacked Frank Lampard to become 
the 13th Chelsea boss since russian 
oligarch roman abramovich bought 
the club in 2003.

“I would like to thank Chelsea FC 
for their confidence in me and my 
staff,” said tuchel.

“We all have the greatest respect for 
Frank Lampard’s work and the legacy 
he created at Chelsea.

“at the same time, I cannot wait to 
meet my new team and compete in 
the most exciting league in football. 
I am grateful to now be part of the 
Chelsea family – it feels amazing!”

tuchel will take charge for the first 
time when Wolves visit stamford 
Bridge in the Premier League on 
january 27.

Lampard, Chelsea’s record goals-
corer as a player, was dismissed on 
january 26 after a run of five defeats 
in eight league games that saw his side 
slide to ninth in the table, 11 points 
behind leaders Manchester united.

that was not the return abramovich 
expected after a £200 million ($300 mil-
lion) spending spree in the summer 
transfer window at a time when most 
of europe’s top clubs were scaling back 
due to the economic consequences of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

“It is never easy to change head 
coach in the middle of the season but 
we are very happy to secure one of 
europe’s best coaches in thomas 
tuchel,” said Chelsea director Marina 

Granovskaia.
“there is still much to play for and 

much to achieve, this season and 
beyond.”

Werner, Havertz conundrum
tuchel’s task will be to get the best 

out of German compatriots timo 
Werner and Kai havertz, who have 
struggled to live up to their price tags 
in their first few months in england.

Despite guiding Paris saint-Germain 
to their first Champions League final 
in august, tuchel was sacked himself 
by the French champions last month.

his falling out with PsG sporting 
director Leonardo played a large part 
in that and his habit of fractious rela-
tions with his employers does not bode 
well for his prospects at a club with 
such a famously impatient owner.

“tuchel will be exposed to exactly 
the same rules as Frank,” said Lam-
pard’s former england team-mate 
Gary neville.

“We’ll be talking about him being 
let go in the next 18 months to two 
years, I’m pretty sure of that.”

tuchel previously held talks with 
Chelsea over replacing antonio Con-

te after he left Dortmund in 2017.
Instead, he ended up in the French 

capital, where he won back-to-back 
league titles and ended PsG’s run of 
crashing out the Champions League 
in the last 16.

Chelsea face a daunting last-16 tie 
when the Champions League returns 
next month against La Liga leaders 
atletico Madrid.

tuchel also has to win round the Chel-
sea support that have been upset at the 
handling of Lampard’s dismissal.

“absolutely gutted. Frank Lampard is, 
and always will be, a legend of Chelsea 
Football Club,” the Chelsea supporters’ 
trust tweeted on his departure.

Lampard achieved a fourth-place 
finish in his first season in charge to 
secure a place in the Champions 
League despite a transfer ban and the 
sale of eden hazard to real Madrid.

however, his Premier League 
points-per-game average of 1.67 is 
the lowest for any Chelsea manager 
in the abramovich era.

“I am disappointed not to have had 
the time this season to take the club 
forward and bring it to the next level,” 
said Lampard. AFP

Manchester City striker Gabriel Jesus (centre) vies with West Bromwich Albion defenders Kyle Bartley (left) and Semi Ajay during the English 
Premier League football match between both teams at The Hawthorns stadium in West Bromwich, central England, on Tuesday. POOL/AFP

Former PSG coach Thomas Tuchel was appointed as Chelsea manager on Tuesday, 
tasked with reviving the Blues’ lackadaisical performance in the Premier League. AFP
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