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Gov’t declares 
employers must 
pay seniority as 
workers strike 
Mom Kunthear

M
INISTER of Labour and 
Vocational Training Ith 
Sam Heng has issued a 
notice for enterprises 

and their employees, announcing 
that newly accrued seniority pay-
ments and those owed in arrears 
should all be made payable to work-
ers this year.

Instructions from Sam Heng on 
January 21 detailed payment 
schedules for current and past-due 
benefits.

Seniority payments owed to work-
ers for 2019 or before, if any, that 
went unpaid last year should now be 
paid in the first and third quarters of 
this year. Payments from 2019 or 
before which were scheduled to be 
paid this year shall be issued in the 
second and fourth quarters.

Seniority payments for last year 
will be paid in the first and third 
quarters this year, while payments 
earned this year will be issued in the 
second and fourth quarters.

“Workers and their employers can 
negotiate to determine procedures 
and specific timelines of these sen-
iority payments according to the 
circumstances of their businesses,” 
Sam Heng said.

The ministry called on employ-
ers and workers to put common 
interests first and find responsi-
ble solutions for sustainable har-

mony in work environments.
Separately on January 21, an esti-

mated 6,000 workers gathered to 
protest for the second day in front of 
the Y & W Garment Co Ltd in Spean 
Thma commune’s Prek Chrey village 
of Phnom Penh’s Dangkor district.

The protesters carried signs and 
blocked a public road, calling on the 
Chinese owner of the factory to 
meet their demands.

A woman who has worked there for 
five years and spoke on condition of 
anonymity said negotiations with the 
company had reached an impasse, 
and without further recourse, work-
ers decided to hold the protests.

“Until a solution is reached, we 
will continue to protest and block 
the road. The factory has continued 
delaying seniority payments and 
severance pay. We cannot wait any-
more,” she said.

Some workers accused police of 
using violence and arresting a worker, 
but police denied the accusation. 

Dangkor police chief Chim Sitha 
told The Post on January 21 that 
police had neither arrested any pro-
testers nor used violence against 
them.

“The labour ministry is working 
with all related parties to negotiate a 
settlement. The accusations by work-
ers against the police are not true – 
they’re only rumours,” he said.

no place like home
us president joe biden (right) and First lady jill biden arrive at the White House in Washington, dC on Wednesday 
after weeks of political tumult and unrest over the results of the presidential election, which culminated in the 
deadly january 6 siege of the us Capitol by supporters of former president donald trump. AFP

Fried food a risk, even in moderation

Plastic-to-rice initiative transforms waste into bricks

The more fried chicken, fish, and 
potatoes you eat, the more likely you 
are to develop serious heart disease 
in the long term.

That’s according to a new scientific 
investigation, based on a meta-analysis 
of nearly 20 studies showing that fried 
foods are associated with an increased 
risk of heart disease and stroke.

It’s often believed that certain 
foods, even though they are consid-
ered harmful to health, are safe when 

eaten in moderation. But a new study 
warns of the harmful effects of fried 
foods on the heart and arteries, even 
in small portions.

However, the study does have some 
limitations, as the researchers them-
selves point out. For example, the 
mechanism behind the impact of these 
foods on the development of cardio-
vascular disease is not entirely clear, 
though there are some hypotheses.

Scientists trawled through several 

research databases to gather relevant 
studies on the subject up to April 2020.

They then gathered data from 17 
studies, involving a total of 562,445 
participants and 36,727 major car-
diovascular events such as heart 
attack or stroke, as well as data from 
six studies, involving 754,873 par-
ticipants and 85,906 deaths over an 
average surveillance period of 9.5

Long Kimmarita

VOLUNTEERS in Kampong Khlaing 
commune of Siem Reap province’s Sotr 
Nikum district have been collecting plastic 
waste to use as a raw material for the 
production of bricks and clemence tiles. 

The volunteers are hoping that, in 
addition to helping clean up the envi-
ronment, the products made from this 

plastic will contribute to improving and 
expanding the infrastructure of schools 
and pagodas in their community.

The plastic waste used to make the 
bricks and tiles is collected from people 
living in floating houses on the Tonle 
Sap Lake who are participating in a 
project wherein they can exchange the 
plastic waste they have gathered for rice.

The plastic-for-rice exchange pro-

gramme is run by the Tampaing Snong 
Russey Foundation and the project was 
piloted in June in two floating villages 
– Peam Ta Uor and Chong Bralay.

The foundation director, Sea 
Sophal, tells The Post that the pri-
mary goal of the project is to clean up 
the rivers and lakes in Cambodia for 
environmental conservation pur-
poses, and enlisting villagers in these 

efforts and giving them rice in 
exchange for the plastic also helps 
them economically.  

“I think that merely collecting the 
plastic waste from the water is not 
enough. We needed better solutions 
for the problem of what to do with 
the waste once we have it all in one 
place,” Sophal continues.  

Sophal questions the logic behind 

pulling waste from the river only to 
bury it in landfills which he says aren’t 
good for the environment. Society is 
just hiding the problem rather than 
solving it in his view. That prompted 
the volunteers to introduce a compli-
mentary programme that turns the 
plastic waste into building materials.
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ACD summit
discussion:  
Cooperation, 
coronavirus

Deputy prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and International Coopera-

tion prak Sokhonn participated in 
the 17th Ministerial Meeting of the 
Asia Cooperation Dialogue (ACD) 
via video conference on January 21 
with all 35 ACD member countries.

Sokhonn’s presence at the 
meeting was in response to an 
invitation extended by turkish for-
eign minister Mevlut Cavusoglu. 

the theme of the conference 
was the New Normal for Safe & 
Healthy tourism.

the foreign affairs ministry’s 
press release states: “the meet-
ing discussed critical areas of 
cooperation and challenges that 
have been caused by the Covid-19 
pandemic while also exploring 
the near-term prospects for 
socio-economic recovery.”

the ACD meeting is held 
annually and the first meeting 
took place back in June of 2002 
in Cha-am district, phetchaburi 
province, thailand.

the ACD’s broad objectives 
are to promote interdependence 
among Asian countries; to increase 
opportunities for cooperation be-
tween them; to expand the trade 
and financial markets within Asia; 
to enhance Asia’s economic com-
petitiveness in the global market; 
and to transform the Asian 
continent into an Asian Commu-
nity which is capable of interacting 
with the rest of the world on equal 
footing to make a positive contri-
bution towards mutual peace and 
prosperity. Voun Dara

Soth Koemsoeun 

FIFTY members of the Free Trade 
Union of Workers of the Kingdom 
of Cambodia (FTUWKC) plan to 
gather on January 22 for a ceremo-
ny to pay respects to the late union 
leader Chea Vichea, who was shot 
dead 17 years ago on January 22, 
2004, in Phnom Penh.

Vichea was killed in front of a 
newspaper stand near Wat Langka 
pagoda. The Phnom Penh Munici-
pal Administration has allowed his 
family to hold a ceremony there 
annually since his death.

FTUWKC president Touch Seu 
said the ceremony is attended 
every year by the union’s leaders 
and members and Vichea’s family 
and relatives.

“We requested permission for 
150 people to attend the cer-
emony but the Phnom Penh Mu-
nicipal Hall has only allowed us 
to have 50 people because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

“Our programme this time is noth-
ing new compared to previous years. 
We will have monks recite prayers, 
lay wreathes and then say a few 
words to our members,” he said.

Municipal hall spokesman Met 
Meas Pheakdey said the municipal 
administration had agreed to allow 
the members of the union to or-
ganise the programme according 
to their traditions but they have to 
try to maintain social distancing.

“We allowed them to organise 
the programme at the site but 
without conducting a proces-
sion beforehand as they usually 

do. Only 50 people may attend in 
order to follow the Covid-19 pre-
ventive rules laid out by the Min-
istry of Health,” he said.

The Phnom Penh Municipal 
Hall announced the results of a 
meeting held on January 19 that 
would allow the union to perform 
the ceremony with the Covid-19 
related limitations in place. 

Those limitations include the 
aforementioned social distancing 
measures and it also stipulated that 
the FTUWKC must hold the gath-
ering on January 22 from 8:30am 
to 10:30am at the statue of the late 
Vichea, which is located to the west 
of Independence Monument. 

After the ceremony is finished 
all persons present are expected 
to disperse and refrain from gath-
ering again elsewhere and espe-
cially not in front of the Phnom 
Penh Municipal Court as has oc-
curred in previous years.

The municipal hall further 
stated that the participants are 
not allowed to use this forum to 
attack the King or senior govern-
ment figures. 

The municipal hall also warned 
the union that it must not incite 
people to commit acts of violence, 
engage in divisive political messag-
ing or take any other actions that vi-
olate the laws and the Constitution.

It also reminded the union that 
the 118 outlawed politicians of 
the Supreme Court-dissolved 
Cambodia National Rescue Party 
are not allowed to attend Vichea’s 
ceremony, nor any other similar 
public events.

Long Kimmarita

T
HE Ministry of Interior 
and Transparency In-
ternational Cambodia 
(TI Cambodia) have 

signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) to extend 
the provisions of the framework 
for the School of Governance 
(SoG) phase II (2021-2025). 

The signing ceremony was 
held on January 21 with gov-
ernment officials and repre-
sentatives from civil society 
organisations in attendance.

TI Cambodia executive di-
rector Pech Pisey told The 
Post that the purpose of this 
collaboration was to jointly 
build the capacity of public 
officials and service provid-
ers to address issues related 
to good governance and civic 
integrity in order to strength-
en the efficiency and quality 
of public services.

“The project will also lever-
age new technologies. It will 
give public service providers, 
citizens and youths a plat-
form to interact and commu-
nicate with each other and re-
spond to concerns in order to 
enhance accountability and 
ensure responsive delivery of 
public services,” he said.

Interior ministry secretary of 
state Ngy Chanphal told The 
Post that many improvements 
have already been made as a 
result of this project.

He added that because of 
the Covid-19 crisis, the new 
project will put special focus 
on the provision of services 
digitally to reduce in-person 

contacts and make every-
thing more efficient.

“This is an important issue 
and we’ve garnered a lot of in-
terest and contributions from 
our development partners as well 
as civil society organisations in 
Cambodia to support these 
reforms and promote good 
governance that has an overall 
greater efficiency,” he said.

Chanphal added that the co-
operative efforts that had already 
occurred in the first phase of the 
project had contributed a great 
deal by providing many Cam-
bodian public officials valuable 
training and education. 

He said it had also helped by 

engaging in the regular moni-
toring of the implementation 
of laws and the provision of 
public services to citizens at 
the local level.

In 2016, TI Cambodia and 
the ministry signed the MoU 
for SoG Phase I which had 
been implemented in full 
over the five year period.

TI Cambodia said SoG Phase 
I had established the One Win-
dow Service Unit (OWSU) in 
the capital and provinces and 
staffed those units with civil 
servants who had undergone 
enhanced training in provid-
ing public services. 

In addition, enhanced train-

ing in governance and public 
service was provided to 52 tar-
get groups with nearly 1,000 
officials and government em-
ployees benefiting from this ca-
pacity building training in total, 
according to TI Cambodia.

Pisey and Chanphal said 
they both expect that SoG 
Phase II will allow the ministry 
and TI Cambodia to address 
areas of concern that they 
identified while conducting 
phase I and to continue to find 
ways to meet the challenges 
facing Cambodia’s civil ser-
vants and officials as related 
to the provision of public ser-
vices across the country.

Continued from page 1

He noted, however, that he and 
a traffic police officer had sus-
tained minor injuries after being 
struck by bottles of water, batons 
and stones thrown at them as 
they attempted to clear protest-
ers from blocking the road.

Workers had thrown the bot-
tles at his face and at the chest 
of the officer accompanying 
him while two cars had also 
been damaged, he added. 

Tes Rokaphal, secretary-gen-
eral of the ministry’s Commit-
tee for the Settlement of Strikes 
and Demonstrations, could not 
be reached for comment on 
January 21, nor could repre-
sentatives of Y & W Garment.

Phnom Penh municipal 
labour department director 
Chuon Vuthy said officials had 
gone to the scene to work 
towards resolution.

Seng Sokea, an employee at 
the factory, said the owner had 
broken a promise to make sen-
iority payments on January 20 
as well as providing a govern-
ment-mandated five per cent 
severance pay. Instead, work-
ers were told to wait.

“The employer then promised 
that he would provide the sen-
iority payments in March, but we 
did not agree and have gathered 
to stage the protests,” she said.

Protesters warned that they 
might block the road indefinite-
ly until a solution is achieved.

Disorderly 
protesters
pelt cops 
with rocks
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Civil service reforms forge on

Interior ministry secretary of state Ngy Chanphal. TI CaMBoDIa

Workers plan memorial for 
slain union head Chea Vichea

Activist hit with $10K defamation fine
Soth Koemsoeun

ENVIRONMENTAL activist Kroeung 
Tola plans to appeal the Mondulkiri 
Provincial Court decision ordering him 
to pay 40 million riel ($10,000) in com-
pensation to O’Raing district governor 
Siek Mony and four million riel to the 
state for public defamation.

The provincial court’s January 19 
decision came after Mony sued Tola 
over a Facebook post that said the for-
mer was involved with attempts to en-
croach on 300ha of protected forest in 
O’Raing district.

Tola, who is of Bunong ethnicity ac-
cording to the court’s records, claimed 
he had received information from resi-
dents in the area that Mony was involved 
in the clearing of the 300ha and that he 
had conspired with other officials.

“I don’t think the Mondulkiri Provin-
cial Court’s judge and prosecutors had 
investigated thoroughly enough to be 
able to reach the conclusion that what I 
posted was false. I’m only trying to pro-
tect public land, which is state proper-
ty, but I’m being punished for it. 

“I am preparing to file an appeal, 
but I cannot confirm how soon that 
will happen,” he said.

O’Raing district governor Siek Mony 
could not be reached for comment on 
January 21.

Mony’s lawyer San Sopha claimed 
that Tola had indeed committed pub-
lic defamation because he did not 
provide clear evidence of the alleged 
corruption such as witnesses or docu-
ments to confirm that Mony had any 
connection to the 300ha.

Sopha said Tola was aware that the 
O’Raing district administration had 
refuted these accusations but he still 

would not accept it and insisted that 
his actions were correct. 

He asked the court to punish Tola 
to the fullest extent of the law. He said 
he had initially demanded $200,000 
in compensation for his client.

The provincial court records detailed 
that Tola’s conviction stemmed from 
statements he had made in Sen Mono-
rom town’s Sokdum commune on Janu-
ary 31, last year. He was charged under 
Article 304 of the Criminal Code.

The case was heard in court on De-
cember 17, last year, in the presence 
of Tola and the absence of Mony.

Pen Bonnar, local community em-
powerment officer for rights group Adhoc, 
said Mondulkiri province was the site of 
many land disputes and a large number 
of encroachments on state land. 

He said he had heard the situation was 

being examined by the ministries of In-
terior and Environment, as well as other 
relevant authorities who are working to 
identify the perpetrators. The authorities 
have not ruled out the possibility of in-
volvement by senior provincial officials.

Bonnar said he did not know for cer-
tain who was responsible but the case 
must be thoroughly investigated be-
cause there have been many troubling 
reports from residents who are more fa-
miliar with the situation on the ground.

“Prosecutors and judges must thor-
oughly investigate before making 
any decisions; otherwise it violates 
the rights of the defendant and does 
an injustice to those like Tola who 
are loyal to the national interests. 

“I think Tola should search for additional 
evidence and if he finds any he can pres-
ent it to the Appeal Court,” he said.

Environmental activist Kroeung Tola. FaCEBooK



Children’s hospital 
funding down by 
20% amid Covid-19

Medical professionals at the Kan-
tha Bopha Children’s Hospital 
are still busy seeing their usual 

number of patients, both pregnant wom-
en and children, even though they have 
suffered a decline in funding due to the 
Covid-19 crisis, according to the board of 
trustees of the Cambodia Kantha Bopha 
Foundation on January 19. 

In a press release, the foundation said 
that last year it had received $6 million 
from donors. Of that number, the govern-
ment had donated $2 million from the 
proceeds of tickets to see Angkor Wat.  
Another $1 million came from the Cam-
bodian Red Cross and $3 million from 
other donors – an overall decline of 20 per 
cent compared to donations in 2019. 

Dr Denis Laurent, the foundation direc-
tor-general, told The Post: “Fortunately, 
we are working as normal for children and 
pregnant women even though we have re-
ceived less donations from Switzerland and 
Cambodia due to the Covid-19 situation.” 

A report from the foundation said that 
last year, the hospitals had diagnosed 
and treated 639,268 children in the out-
patient departments and 132,443 women 
in the obstetrics departments. 

Of the 133,026 children admitted to the 
hospitals’ inpatient departments , 4,488 had 
been treated for severe dengue fever and 
1,492 children had developed chikungunya.  
A total of 24,822 children required surgery.

Minister of Economy and Finance Aun 
Pornmoniroth serves as chairman of 
the foundation’s board of trustees. He 
instructed the foundation secretary to 
make efforts to seek more funding from 
donors from every corner of the nation to 
help sustain the hospital and to promote 
the spirit of “Khmer helping Khmer” 
widely. Khouth SophaK ChaKrya
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jabs anticipated as new cases found
Mom Kunthear

T
O DaTE, 81 Cambodian 
migrant workers returning 
from Thailand have tested 
positive for Covid-19, ac-

cording to the Ministry of Health, 
with less than half of them having 
recovered. 

The tally included four migrant 
workers who tested positive on 
january 21 and another four who 
were discharged from hospital on 
the same day after their second test 
came back negative. 

Separately on january 21, the min-
istry also recorded a new imported 
case – a passenger who arrived from 
the uS via South Korea on january 6 
and tested positive after a second test.

The latest cases came as the 
health ministry expressed hope 
that the Kingdom would receive 
Covid-19 vaccines from China be-
fore the lunar new year holiday. 

Ministry spokeswoman Or Vandine 
said: “Prime Minister Hun Sen has 
stated that he wanted the vaccine here 
prior to the lunar new year if possible, 
and that takes place this year in the 
second week of February. If every-
thing goes smoothly we assume we 
will receive it by then,” she said. 

Vandine said that if Cambodia is 
unable to obtain the vaccine that 
quickly due to issues with supply, 
then she expects that it will arrive 
in early March.

“In brief, this vaccine will arrive 
in Cambodia soon but we don’t 
know exactly when. It’s just that 
Samdech Techo Hun Sen wanted it 
to arrive by that time,” she said.

Vandine also gave a brief expla-
nation of how vaccines work to 

protect people against viruses. 
“When we inject the Covid-19 

vaccine into our body it triggers the 
body’s natural immune response to 
the virus and it learns how to fight 
the virus off without risking the 
dangers of being infected by it. 

“This creates a protective bar-
rier against the Covid-19 virus by 
making a person’s body prepared 
in advance to defend against it 
when it tries to infect them. 

“Once we are vaccinated, if there 
is an outbreak of the Covid-19 virus 
we will either be immune from in-
fection or in some cases infection 
might occur but it will be a very 
mild case and we won’t risk dam-
age to our organs due to the body’s 
immune response. This is a very 
important point,” she said.

Vandine added that if the use of the 
Covid-19 vaccine did not prevent an 
infection in some cases, it would still 

render any infection harmless.
However, she cautioned that even 

if a person is vaccinated, they should 
remember that until everyone else is 
vaccinated they must continue to fol-
low Covid-19 prevention guidelines.

as of january 21, a day that saw 
america pass the grim milestone 
of 400,000 Covid-19 deaths, Cam-
bodia had recorded a total of 453 
Covid-19 cases with 396 recoveries 
and zero deaths.

Banteay Meanchey provincial governor Oum Reatrey visits migrants in quarantine on January 16. Banteay MeanChey adMiniStration
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“I’d like to clean up all of the 
plastic in Tonle Sap Lake even-
tually but I began to think 
about what I could possibly 
do with all that plastic if I ever 
succeeded,” he says.

Sophal then asked youth 
volunteers in Chong Bralay 
village to brainstorm and 
come up with creative ideas 
for what to do with the plastic 
waste instead of harming the 
environment further by bury-
ing it or burning it. 

“The plan that we are imple-
menting not only helps clean 
the environment, it also works 
to improve the livelihoods of 
the Tonle Sap community by 
providing them with rice and 
building materials. 

“We need to think about 
issues like public health, sani-
tation and toilets since the vil-
lagers’ plantations are growing 
on the water,” he says.

Sophal has plans to build more 
community schools and pagodas 
and more construction materials 
will definitely be needed.

The methods used to trans-
form plastic waste into bricks 
and tiles or other materials 
has been tested and refined by 
more developed countries 
and Sophal is certain that it 
can be done in Cambodia. 

The plastic they collect from 
the villagers is dried and then 
shredded in a machine similar 
to a huge blender and it ends 
up as a powder that can be 
mixed with other materials 
like sand or cement and mold-
ed into the desired form. 

Ministry of Environment 
spokesman Neth Pheaktra tells 
The Post that the use of plastic 
waste in construction materi-
als is a proven recycling meth-
od. He says the amount of 
plastic used in each brick is 
usually about 15 to 25 per cent, 
with the rest of it made from 
more traditional materials and 
using mostly the same meth-
ods as regular bricks or tiles.

He continues that another 
advantage to this method is 
decreased expenditure on raw 
materials and that if the tech-
nique is applied properly with 

the right mixture, the end 
result is no different than any 
other tile or brick.  

“The impact is minimal com-
pared to dumping or burning 
plastic waste in the environ-
ment. Burning plastic waste 
causes air pollution and throw-
ing plastic waste into the water 
is obviously harmful. Plastic 
waste has a harmful effect on 
biodiversity as well. When it’s 
turned into bricks, it is easier to 
deal with,” he said.

Pheaktra encourages com-

munities and private institu-
tions or organisations to find 
ways to recycle their plastic 
waste for use as raw materials. 
He notes that recycling capac-
ity in the Kingdom remains an 
issue, with only around 10 per 
cent of all rubbish recycled. 

Yoeum Hor, 25, is an English 
teacher at Kampong Khlaing 
High School. His school was the 
first one selected to use the bricks 
and clemence tiles made from 
plastic waste in its construction.

Hor tells The Post that his 
high school was selected 
because it serves an area that 
includes floating villages in 
the Tonle Sap Lake.

Hor predicts that once the 
high school is completed and 
they have a courtyard and 
sidewalks built using bricks or 
tiles around the school, the 
mud and water in the street 
won’t be such a nuisance. 

Hor says that having a brick-
paved or tiled yard would also 
make it much easier for the 
nearly 300 students to play in 
there, which is nearly impossi-
ble right now because it’s always 

muddy and wet during the rainy 
season and nobody wants to go 
to class covered in mud.

“Fixing up the school 
grounds with tiles will make it 
easier for teachers and stu-

dents. No more trudging 
through the mud to get to 
class in the rainy season would 
be great,” he said. 

Sophal of the Tampaing 
Snong Russey Foundation 
tells The Post he has come to 
realise that in order to meet his 
ambitious goals he will need to 
scale up his efforts and bring 
in more community partners 
and possibly even business 
partners, as he outlined his 
plans.

“I hope that each community 
will have its own plastic grinding 
machine and be able to recycle 
their plastic into something use-
ful. Even for a community that 
has no use for bricks, they can 
still help reduce plastic waste. 

“What I’d like to set up is a 
deal with a big cement com-
pany to build a big factory and 
that’s where all the plastic waste 
can go after it is shredded. 

“But we’ll need more techni-
cal assistance for that stage, 
and more money. People can’t 
work as volunteers forever 
and the people in these com-
munities are badly in need of 
revenue for their families.

“This could be organised as a 
social enterprise or as a private 
company. However it’s done, the 
goal is the same and that’s to 
provide a way to improve the 
livelihoods of floating commu-
nities on the Tonle Sap Lake that 
also cleans up the environment 
at the same time,” he says.
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Plastic waste 
transformed 
into building 
bricks locally

Plastic waste is fed into a grinding machine in Siem Reap province. supplied

The plastic waste is reduced to a powder form that can then be 
repurposed for other uses such as building materials. supplied
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rangers’achievements honoured
Orm Bunthoeurn

T
HE Ministry of Envi-
ronment and World 
Wide Fund for nature 
( WWF-Cambodia) 

have provided certificates of 
excellence to six out of 100 
rangers in Mondulkiri prov-
ince as recognition for their 
outstanding efforts.

Environment ministry 
spokesman neth Pheaktra 
said of the six rangers, three 
had been working in the Sre-
pok Wildlife Sanctuary and 
the other three in the Phnom 
Prich Wildlife Sanctuary.

Pheaktra presented these 
six outstanding rangers with 
their certificates at the Tra-
paing Thmear headquarters 
in the Srepok Wildlife Sanc-
tuary earlier this week while 
giving a tour of the sanctu-
ary for members of the press 
to help familiarise them with 
the important conservation 
work there.  

Pheaktra said the certifi-
cates are a testament to the 
ranger’s devotion to their 
work. He also encouraged 
them to keep developing 
their professional skills and 
to mentor other rangers 
who were less experienced 
or needed some guidance to 
bring their performance on 
the job up to their level.  

He reminded the rangers 
that the ministry considered 
them to be the heroic guard-
ians of the sacred forest and 

the front line of defence 
against the destruction of 
Cambodia’s natural resources.

“Even though our rangers 
are very experienced and in 
some cases they have gone 
on hundreds of patrols dur-
ing their career they still have 
to continue training in new 

techniques to increase  the 
ranger force’s capabilities so 
that they can be effective forest 
guards in the future,” he said.

as part of its role as one of 
the ministry’s primary con-
servation and development 
partners, WWF-Cambodia 
was also on hand to congrat-

ulate and thank the rangers 
and to issue them certificates 
recognising their work and 
letters of appreciation. 

WWF-Cambodia coun-
try director Seng Teak said 
awarding the rangers the 
certificates and letters of ap-
preciation was a small thing 

compared to the big differ-
ence these rangers had made 
as part of the nation’s conser-
vation efforts.  

“These rangers ... have been 
instrumental in the protec-
tion of two of Cambodia’s 
most important wildlife sanc-
tuaries starting in 2013 on 

through 2020 and beyond, 
and all Cambodian people 
owe them a debt of gratitude. 
Thank you,” Teak said as he 
addressed the rangers.

according to Teak, from 
2013 to 2020 these six rangers 
had collected 24,798 traps; 
10,925m of electrified traps; 
1,752 chainsaws; confiscated 
26,486 cubic metres of timber; 
prevented 23,898ha of illegal 
forest encroachment; issued 
warning letters in 1,597 cases; 
and sent 123 of the worst per-
petrators to court.

Oeun Samrith, a ranger at 
Srepok Wildlife Sanctuary, ex-
pressed his pleasure at receiv-
ing the certificate recognising 
his excellence in the perfor-
mance of his duties. He said 
this was the first time he had 
seen such an award given out 
in his seven years as a ranger 
and he was proud that he was 
one of those to receive it.

“The sanctuary, which I 
have patrolled for seven years 
now, is in less danger than 
some others but if it remains 
that way it will be because 
we did our jobs well. I think I 
was given the award because 
I refuse to give up on conser-
vation work and protecting 
our natural resources and our 
biodiversity,” he said.

Samrith added that the 
rangers were most effective 
when they had the coopera-
tion of the locals who alerted 
them whenever a forestry 
crime occurred. 

Rangers gather for a group photo after receiving certificates in recognition of their outstanding conservation efforts. supplied

Digital marketing lessons 
imparted to local women
Long Kimmarita

ELEVEn local women have 
successfully graduated from 
an online digital marketing 
training course from social 
media company Facebook. 
International development 
non-profit Pact Cambodia 
anticipates that they, in turn, 
will train up to 1,700 young 
Cambodian women entrepre-
neurs over the next three years.

On january 20, the Women 
Entrepreneurs act project (WE 
act), implemented by Pact 
Cambodia with funding from 
the uS agency for Interna-
tional Development (uSaID), 
held a graduation ceremony 
for seven digital marketing 
trainers who undertook the 
programme from September 
to October. Four more gradu-
ates received certifications last 
august after completing the 
first training course from jan-
uary to june.

Pact Cambodia said that by 
the end of last year, around 600 
more women entrepreneurs 
had already participated in one-
day training courses designed 
to provide “insight in basic 
online marketing, creating a 
business Facebook page, and 
good content and practices.”

according to Pact Cambo-
dia, the WE act project focuses 
on urban-based micro, small 
and medium businesses 
owned by women aged 18 to 
30, addressing key challenges 
to their businesses through 

capacity development, net-
work expansion, information 
sharing, access to finance and 
markets and training.

WE act chief of party and 
Pact Cambodia country direc-
tor Sabine joukes said she was 
excited to partner with Face-
book to introduce the digital 
marketing #SheMeansBusi-
ness campaign in Cambodia.

“The programme will help 
women learn how to start and 
grow their businesses through 
the use of online platforms 
which have a lot of potential 
to make a business success-
ful,” joukes said.

Since the launch of #SheMeans-
Business in 2016, Facebook 
claims to have provided training 
for one million women in 38 
markets around the world.

Hok Sreymom, co-founder of 
online language instruction 
facility Khmer Lesson and a 
graduate of the training course, 
told The Post on january 20 that 
the more knowledge people 
have about digital marketing, 
the more everyone, especially 
women, would gain exposure to 
the broader business market.

She added that business 
owners couldn’t continue 
doing their traditional busi-
ness practices without embrac-
ing digital marketing.

“What I’ve learned is not just 
for myself. I can help other 
women who are in business to 
use digital platforms to boost 
their product sales. Our wom-
en should better utilise digital 

business because everyone 
uses a phone, and the oppor-
tunities are huge,” she said.

Private sector employee ying 
Srey Pov told The Post that she 
had benefitted from the train-
ing course and was learning to 
integrate new technologies 
into her work.

“This training helped me to 
differentiate use of digital 
marketing techniques with 
each platform. Learning this is 
a great help and speeds up my 
work,” she said. 

a joint press release from 
Pact Cambodia and uSaID 
noted that prior to the Covid-19 
outbreak last year, Cambodia’s 
economy had been growing 
rapidly by seven per cent annu-
ally, but growth was not equi-
table, leaving women and their 
economic prospects behind.

Women own more than 60 per 
cent of all businesses in the 
Kingdom, but 99 per cent of 
those are micro enterprises with 
10 or fewer employees, it said. 

ruici Tio, Facebook’s policy 
programme manager for asia-
Pacific countries, said that 
when women succeed, every-
one benefits.

“#SheMeansBusiness will 
not only connect entrepre-
neurial women with empow-
ering tools, peers and net-
works, but will also raise 
greater awareness of the 
importance of women’s entre-
preneurship for overall eco-
nomic and social develop-
ment,” ruici said.
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,900 17,000 17,000 16,820

2 GTI 3,400 3,550 3,550 3,400

3 PAS 13,980 14,000 14,000 13,760

4 PEPC 3,000 3,000 3,040 3,000

5 PPAP 11,700 11,800 11,800 11,600

6 PPSP 1,450 1,490 1,490 1,360

7 PWSA 6,000 6,260 6,260 6,000

Date: January 21, 2021

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,076 1.2617 6.4639 103.44 4.0300 1.3231 29.93 0.7773 1.2143 1.3736

EurOPEan stock markets’ bounce 
from joe Biden taking office as uS 
president petered out on january 
21.

attention switched to the European 
Central Bank (ECB), which was to 
meet on january 21 to take stock of 
their monetary stimulus efforts as 
more infectious strains of the coro-
navirus and stricter shutdowns cloud 
the eurozone economic outlook.

The euro hit a six-month low versus 
sterling, with the British currency 
buoyed by the uK’s early vaccine roll-
out, analysts said.

The stronger pound, which also hit 
a 2.5-year high versus the dollar, 
weighed on London’s benchmark 
FTSE 100 index featuring multina-
tionals earning in the uS unit.

Oil prices were knocked off course 
by Biden’s greener credentials com-
pared with former President Donald 
Trump, according to traders.

asian stock markets made solid 
gains on january 21, as the new pres-
ident prepared to unveil plans on 
tackling the coronavirus crisis.

Biden on january 20 signed a flurry of 
executive orders, starting with rejoining 
the 2015 Paris climate accord.

The orders included keeping the 
uS in the World Health Organisa-
tion, a move observers say will help 
in the fight against the devastating 
disease.

Wall Street hit record highs janu-
ary 20 as Biden took the helm and 
looks to push through a $1.9 trillion 
relief package for the world’s top 
economy.

This has offset concerns about his 
plans for higher taxes and market 
regulation.

In Europe, ECB policymakers are 
expected to stop short of taking fresh 
action after ramping up their pan-
demic support last month.

The Bank of japan on january 21 
revised its growth outlook upwards 
for the next two years and maintained 
its ultra-loose monetary policy, while 
warning that the pandemic made it 
harder to establish clear forecasts.

In asia on january 21, Hong Kong 
closed slightly lower on profit-taking 
after five days of gains, having earlier 
in the day breached 30,000 points for 
the first time since april 2019.

Mumbai topped 50,000 points for 
the first time, meanwhile.

axi strategist Stephen Innes said: 
“The consensus view now [is] that . . . 
Biden’s early focus will be more on 
growth than tax hikes

“The market is also seeing through 
longer lockdowns on the premise 
that Covid vaccinations will lead us 
out of the pandemic quickly.” AFP

Hungary trade, tourism ties to get boost
Thou Vireak

C
aMBODIa and Hungary 
have agreed to further 
boost economic and tour-
ism ties, while the private 

sector offers a rosy view of the Eu 
country as a hub for expanding ex-
ports to Europe.

The consensus was reached dur-
ing a january 20 in-person techni-
cal meeting at the Ministry of Com-
merce on the first of the two-day 
First Session of the Cambodia-Hun-
gary joint Commission on Econom-
ic Cooperation.

In a Facebook post on january 20, 
the ministry said the meeting was 
led by undersecretary of state Pen 
Sovicheat and judit Vekei Kiss, di-
rector of the Department for joint 
Economic Commissions under the 
Hungarian Ministry of Foreign af-
fairs and Trade.

Sovicheat said in the post that the 
two sides agreed on the content of the 
draft minutes of the january 20 meet-
ing, which were set to be signed by 
commerce ministry secretary of state 
Tek reth Kamrong and Hungarian for-
eign ministry deputy state secretary 
for export development Istvan joo via 
video link on january 21 afternoon.

“The two sides agreed to expand 
cooperation in key potential ar-
eas, including trade and economy, 
tourism, civil aviation and industry, 
technology and innovation,” Sovi-
cheat said.

after the fall of the Khmer rouge 
regime in 1979, the two countries re-
established diplomatic relations, he 
said. Hungary provided Cambodia 
a wide range of assistance to help 
build peace and political stability, 
which paved the way for the King-
dom’s development.

Thourn Sinan, former Cambodia 
country director of the Cambodia-
Hungary Trading House, told The 

Post that bilateral cooperation with 
Hungary would help boost trade and 
investment relations down the line.

Hungary, which he labelled an “ag-
ricultural powerhouse”, is well able 
to help develop the sector in Cambo-
dia, which has demonstrated its vast 
growth potential in recent years.

“Hungary can share its agricul-
tural experience with Cambodia, 
especially in connection with the 
development of food security and 
safety,” Sinan said.

In terms of economy and trade, he 
said Hungary is an important gateway 
for Cambodia to export goods to the 

uK and the Eu bloc’s 27 countries.
He said: “as I see it, Cambodia’s 

current trade flows with Hungary 
are an important peg in the goods 
exchange on the whole and a size-
able entryway for Cambodia to step 
into the European market.

“as for the tourism sector, I’m of 
the belief that cooperation between 
the two countries will further deep-
en relations in the industry.

In 2020, Cambodia exported 1,839 
tonnes of milled rice to Hungary and 
118 tonnes of tobacco, according to 
data from the Ministry of agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisheries.

On november 3, the Kingdom 
signed an air cargo agreement with 
Hungary during the visit of Hungar-
ian foreign minister Peter Szijjarto.

The two countries also signed a 
pair of memorandums of under-
standing (Mous) on the occasion.

One of them – on water resources 
management – was signed between 
the Cambodian Ministry of Water 
resources and Meteorology and 
the Hungarian Ministry of Interior, 
while the other – on agricultural 
cooperation – was penned between 
the Cambodian agriculture ministry 
and its Hungarian counterpart.

Kingdom’s first real estate trust products roll out
Thou Vireak

CEnTraL Trust Co Ltd, a joint 
venture between Cambodian 
and Chinese investors with a 
trustee licence in hand, has 
launched the first real estate 
trust products in the Kingdom.

Speaking at the inaugura-
tion last week in Phnom Penh, 
CEO Ling Dong announced 
five series of products – 
Funan, Zhenla, angkor, 
Khmer and Bayon – which he 
said represent “five different 

functions of the company”.
He said: “Investment in the 

real estate market in Cambodia 
with its persistent display of 
potential has compelled com-
panies to pick up real estate as 
their core, fundamental assets.”

a representative of Peak 
Capital Management Co Ltd, 
a partner of Central Trust, 
said at the event: “I strongly 
hope that all of Central Trust’s 
products will designed care-
fully and will be able to make 
their way around Cambodia, 

so that they can bring even 
better trust fund manage-
ment to its customers.”

Ling also signed a letter of 
interest on “Funan series real 
estate single trust” products 
with two investors.

He said: “The two parties 
believe that the contract will 
help improve the security of 
clients’ corporate funds and 
share high-growth dividends, 
as well as bring economic 
growth and real estate devel-
opment in Cambodia.”

Securities and Exchange 
Commission of Cambodia 
(SECC) director-general Sou 
Socheat voiced hope that 
Central Trust would garner 
more recognition in the 
Kingdom and make head-
way in the development of 
the trust industry.

He said: “The next step is 
for the SECC to invite licensed 
financial institutions in Cam-
bodia to meet [Central Trust] 
and find out more [about 
them, so that we may] pro-

mote the development of 
trust fund management that 
is aligned with standards.”

Signed into law by the King 
on january 2, 2019, the Law on 
Trust aims to regulate funds, 
financing or subordinated 
debts provided by develop-
ment partners and support 
the banking and microfinance 
sector in Cambodia.

The law divides trusts into 
four categories – commer-
cial, public, social and indi-
vidual.

Biden bounce 
peters out for 
Europe stocks

Commerce ministry undersecretary of state Pen Sovicheat (right) said Cambodia and Hungary have agreed to expand cooperation in 
key potential areas, including trade and economy, tourism, civil aviation and industry, technology and innovation. COMMERCE MINISTRY



May Kunmakara

FRENCH food catering giant 
Newrest Group Services SAS 
has entered into Cambodia’s 
fast growing food and beverage 
industry in response to rising 
demand amid the Kingdom’s 
burgeoning middle class.

Speaking at the launch cer-
emony on January 20, Newrest 
(Cambodia) Co Ltd general 
manager Bruno Thierry said 
the group – founded 15 years 
ago – has 29,000 staff in 58 
countries and territories and 
is recognised as a global lead-
er in multi-sector catering.

In a demonstration of its 
commitment to strong corpo-
rate social responsibility, Thi-
erry said Newrest will reduce 
and recycle waste, cut down on 
the use of plastics, halt certain 
food products in menu items 
such as battery chickens – those 
raised on industrial farms – and 
fish sourced from unsustaina-
ble fishing practices.

It will also slash greenhouse 
gas emissions, introduce elec-
tric vehicles and systematise 
LED lamps, he said, stressing 
that the firm aims to carry out 
all of these measures worldwide 
within the next five years.

“In Cambodia, this policy is 
applied, for example by estab-
lishing a strong partnership 
with Newrest’s suppliers and 
customers in order to offer the 
most suitable solution favour-
ing a short product’s supply 
chain, control and reduction 
of food waste.  

“As you can see, Newrest has 
a long and rich history, and I 
have no doubt that its future 
in Cambodia will contribute to 
it,” Thierry said.

French ambassador to Cam-
bodia Eva Nguyen Binh lauded 

the move, saying that the com-
pany – one of the leaders of its 
sector – will reinforce France’s 
presence in Cambodia as well 
as the French business com-
munity in the Kingdom, where 
its experience and support will 
be valuable.

She said: “The establishment 
of Newrest in Cambodia – a 
diversified catering group with 
impressive growth – will not 
only further generate business 
and create more jobs, but will 
also allow for the exploration 
of new development opportu-

nities in Cambodia.”
Presiding over the January 20 

launch, Minister of Commerce 
Pan Sorasak welcomed the 
Newrest’s presence in Cambo-
dia, saying the government 
supports strong ties with all 
countries, and with France in 
particular.

He said: “The arrival of 
Newrest, an international 
company, coincides with a 
new phase of acceleration in 
Cambodia’s development and 
hence illustrates the strength 
of its economy.

“Newrest has decided to 
establish itself here despite the 
backdrop of the global crisis, 
believing in its chances in a 
country that has self-equipped 
itself with the means to deal 
with it [the pandemic].”

And addressing the company, 
Sorasak added: “we welcome 
you with open arms and a whole-
hearted smile here in Cambodia, 
which is open to investment and 
tourism through a policy of non-
discrimination, a policy of tax 
breaks to encourage investment, 
an open-sky policy and other 
policies favourable to businesses 
and investments that have been 
adopted by the Royal Govern-
ment of Cambodia.”

Business
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THAILAND’S PTT Oil and Re-
tail Business Pcl (PPTOR) has 
set aside a budget of 74.6 bil-
lion baht ($2.5 billion) for the 
2021-2025 expansion of its 
three core businesses, said act-
ing CEO Jiraphon Kawswat.

Of the total budget, 34.6 per 
cent will be invested in its oil 
business, 28.6 per cent in its 
non-oil business and 21.8 per 
cent in international busi-
ness. The remaining 15 per 
cent will be spent on other 
businesses and on exploring 
new business opportunities.

For its oil business, the com-
pany aims to increase the num-
ber of PTT filling stations in 
Thailand from the current 1,986 
to 3,100 by 2025, Jiraphon said.

For its non-oil business, the 
firm has targeted expansion 
of its Cafe Amazon chain in 
Thailand from 3,186 to 5,800 
outlets by 2025.

For its international busi-
ness, it will focus on expansion 
of filling stations and Cafe Am-
azon branches in Cambodia, 
Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam 
(CLMV), plus the Philippines. 
It will also open more Cafe 
Amazon branches in China.

PTT currently has 329 petrol 
stations in overseas markets.

Jiraphon said the company 
would also open more charg-
ing stations for electric vehi-
cles on main routes through-
out Thailand. It is currently 
piloting the service in 25 PTT 
filling stations.

Meanwhile, State Enterprise 
Policy Office director general 
Prapas Kong-Ied on January 
19 said the finance ministry 
will fully exercise its right to 
buy 153.34 million shares in 
the upcoming PTTOR initial 
public offering (IPO).

PTTOR will go public late 
this month to raise up to 54 
billion baht in what looks set 
to be one of Thailand’s largest 
listings this year.

Prapas said: “We expect good 
dividend payments as PTTOR 
businesses are expected to 
achieve high growth rates.”

To fund its investment in 
PTTOR, the ministry will 
sell about five per cent of 
its Bangchak Corp shares to 
the Vayupak Fund, he said. 
The ministry is the Vayupak 
Fund’s largest shareholder.

And BBL Asset Management 
CEO Peerapong Jiraservijinda 
said his mutual fund will buy 
143.15 million PTTOR shares. A 
cornerstone investor, BBL Asset 

is making the second largest in-
vestment after the ministry.

PTTOR shares are good long-
term investments despite risks 
including technology disrup-
tion, as PTT’s management 
have shown their capability 
in managing the group’s busi-
nesses, Peerapong said.

PTT is Thailand’s largest 
filling station operator, while 
its retail arm PTTOR is best 
known for its Amazon chain 
of coffee shops. The company 
has potential to expand both 
its filing-station and coffee 
businesses abroad, he added.

PTT boast a 39 per cent 
share of the filling station 
market, operating over 1,900 
stations in Thailand and 318 
in other ASEAN countries. 
PTT’s dealer-owned model 
reduces its risks, said Peer-
apong, adding the company 
is in a strong position to make 
merger and acquisition deals.

The target price of PTTOR 
shares is estimated at 25-27 
baht in the next three years, 
with projected earnings per 
share of 1.25-1.35 baht, he said. 
With an IPO price of 18 baht 
per share, its price-to-earnings 
(P/E) ratio is 20 times.

PTT’s non-oil business is 
a world leader due to high 
growth rate, added Peerapong.

Krung Thai Asset Manage-
ment CEO and managing 
director Chavinda Hanra-
tanakool was also confident 
that PTTOR’s business would 
continue to grow.

Changing consumer behav-
iour has seen filling stations 
become rest stops for travellers, 
so their convenience and cof-
fee shops are benefiting from 
travel spending, she said. As 
such, PTTOR’s share price is ex-
pected to rise, said Chavinda.

uOB Kay Hian Securities 
strategist Kitpon Pripisankit 
reckoned the IPO price of 16-
18 baht is quite high given 
PTTOR’S past performance of 
P/E at 23.9-26.9 times.

But taking into account its 
profit forecast this year, its pro-
jected P/E is just 16-18 times 
– making the 16-18 baht IPO 
price attractive to investors due 
to potential growth of its retail 
oil and non-oil businesses, he 
said. A fair price would be 22 
baht per share, he added.

Investors expect PTT will set 
the IPO price at 18 baht, which 
has upside potential of 20 per 
cent, said Kitpon. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

PTTOR unveils plans 
to spend $2.5B on 
five-year expansion

Cambodia, India agree to start 
direct flights, tourism exchanges
Hin Pisei

C
AMBODIA and India 
have agreed to start 
direct flight connec-
tions and promote 

closer tourism exchanges and 
cooperation in all areas after 
the Covid-19 saga comes to a 
close.

The agreement was reached 
during a meeting between 
Cambodian Minister of Tourism 
Thong Khon and newly-minted 
Indian ambassador to Cambo-
dia Devyani uttam Khobragade 
on January 20 at the ministry.

Khon said the two countries 
have had a long history of cultur-
al and religious ties, with scores 
of Cambodians enjoying reli-
gious tours to holy sites across 
India prior to the pandemic.

He asked the Indian govern-
ment to reschedule religious 
tour packages after Covid-19 
cases had been “completely 
brought under control” to fos-
ter active tourism cooperation.

Khobragade stressed that 
a direct air route connecting 
the two countries is one of 
her priorities and expressed 
her keenness to work with the 
ministry and others stake-
holders to ensure its success.

She said: “I fully agree and 
support this initiative because 
it will bring a lot of benefits to 
the tourism sector, consider-
ing how young Indians nowa-
days really like these kinds of 
tourism tours.”

Khmer Angkor Tour Guide 
Association (KATGA) president 
Khieu Thy told The Post on Jan-
uary 21 that direct flights with 
the world’s soon-to-be most 
populous nation would be a 
boon for the Kingdom.

Visits to ancient Khmer tem-

ples remain all the rage among 
Indians, he said, noting how 
closely related the religions 
that inspired their construc-
tion are with those of India.

“The number of Indian 
tourists coming to Angkor 
Wat has increased every year 
and this will create more jobs 
for local people,” Thy said, 
not accounting for 2020.

However, he asserted that 
Indian visitors could be a tad 
more frugal, querulous and de-
manding, requiring extra atten-
tion. “Due to the class divisions 
of Indian society, most tourists 
consider themselves as deities 
who require the utmost care.”

Chan Sopheak, a Cambodian 
with several trips to India under 
his belt, said that while news 
surrounding Cambodia-India 

direct flights have been leaking 
for more than a year, nothing 
has yet to materialise – a fact he 
blames squarely on Covid-19.

Direct flights would make 
travel between the two coun-
tries faster and more afford-
able, he said, pointing out 
that a journey in bygone 
pre-Covid days would take at 
least six hours, depending on 
the country being transited – 
usually Thailand, Singapore, 
Malaysia or South Korea.

“A direct flight will not only 
save time and money, but will 
also help Cambodia reel in 
more tourists from India and 
its neighbouring countries,” 
Sopheak said.

With the impact of the coro-
navirus outbreak leading to a 
raft of flight cancellations, most 

trips from Cambodia to India 
now pass through South Korea, 
or transit in Singapore and then 
Dubai in the uAE, he said.

A memorandum of under-
standing between Cambodia 
and India that authorises the 
rights to operate a direct flight 
was signed back in 2002, ac-
cording to Secretariat of State 
for Civil Aviation spokesman 
Sin Chansereyvutha.

According to a report from 
the tourism ministry, 1,286,074 
international tourists vis-
ited Cambodia in the first 11 
months of last year, down 78.2 
per cent from 5,898,130 in the 
corresponding period in 2019.

Indians accounted for 12,869, 
marking an 80.2 per cent drop 
from the 65,077 tallied in the 
same period in 2019.

Cambodian tourism minister Thong Khon (right) and newly-minted Indian ambassador to Cambodia Devyani 
Uttam Khobragade. TOURISM MINISTRY

PTT operate 318 filling stations in Cambodia and other ASEAN 
countries aside from its native Thailand. pOST STAFF

Newrest Group Services SAS has 29,000 staff in 58 countries and 
territories. FRENcH EMbASSY

French catering firm enters Kingdom
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       reportSpecial   report
powering up on coal but at what cost?
The haste to expand economic growth and achieve rural electrification has drawn Chinese 
interest and though China is closing down fossil fuel plants in its country as emissions rise, 
Cambodia prefers to look the other way
Sangeetha Amarthalingam
 

‘y
eS,” Ministry 
of Mines and 
energy spokes-
man Victor jona 

briefly replied to a question 
about the assembly of two 
chinese decommissioned 
350-megawatt (MW) coal-
fired plants on the shores of 
Sihanoukville’s Stueng Hav 
coastal district.

“they are under construc-
tion now,” he said, noting that 
35 per cent of the work has 
been completed. 

Back in china, these units 
formed the Hunan chuangyu-
an power station, which was 
retired for allegedly violating 
pollution standards about 
five years ago, according to an 
article from china Dialogue, 
an environmental portal fo-
cused on china.

When the units were de-
constructed, “some 45,000 
tonnes of components [were] 
labelled with individual quick 
response codes to facilitate 
reconstruction in cambodia,” 
the article read.

Back home, the site next to 
the sea in Sihanouk province, 
three other coal plants with a 
combined capacity of 1,205MW 
are already in operation.

this latest addition, stalled 
for two years, is being jointly 
built by senior politician and 
tycoon lao Meng Khin’s cam-
bodia international invest-
ment Development Group co 
ltd (ciiDG) and china Hua-
dian Hong Kong co ltd (cH-
DHK) at a cost of $1.3 billion.

Hong Kong-based cHDHK 
is a wholly-owned subsidiary 
of one china’s five largest 
state-owned power produc-
ers, china Huadian corp ltd.

For ciiDG, it would be its 
second coal power venture 
after partnering up with er-
dos Hongjun power co ltd 
to operate a 405MW plant, all 
at the same site. their joint 
venture company now works 
with cHDHK.

to be sure, the Kingdom first 
broke ground in coal energy 
after Kuala lumpur-based 
leader universal Holdings 
Berhad’s subsidiary cambo-
dia energy co ltd won a bid 
to build two plants with a 
combined capacity of 270MW 
over the last seven years.

there has been no turning 
back since. early last year, 
two more coal plants – one of 
which belongs to royal Group 
businessman Kith Meng – 
were approved for Koh Kong, 
and oddar Meanchey.

Multi-millionaire Kith 
Meng, who for many years ex-
perimented with the idea of 
setting up a 700MW coal plant 
in Sihanoukville, finally de-
cided to move his $1.1 billion 
project to Koh Kong, where 
a massive chinese develop-

ment by union Development 
Group is materialising.

there, his firm Botum Sakor 
energy co ltd had signed on 
Shenzhen-listed Sinosteel-
equipment & engineering 
technology co ltd as its en-
gineering, procurement and 
construction partner.

asked if he saw more earn-
ings potential in Koh Kong, 
Kith Meng did not respond.

Coal to the rescue?
a common theme at these 

sites is villagers complaining 
of land exploitation and en-
vironmental issues allegedly 
due to the size of the con-
struction sites and emissions 
from the plants.

the people’s concerns, 
some say will only get worse. 
experts claim that covid-19 is 
a presage to bigger problems.

Dr renard Siew, a climate 
change adviser to Kuala lum-
pur-based centre for Gover-
nance and political Studies said 
scientists and expert groups 
have warned that covid-19 is 
just a “dress rehearsal”.

“the impacts of climate 
change will be far worse and 
solutions are needed urgently. 
cambodia’s move to rev up coal 
power plants is seen as a step 
backwards on the renewable 
trend that has been picking up 
across Southeast asia,” he said.

there are many non-gov-
ernmental organisations that 
have lobbied banks against the 
financing of coal power plants 
and this could potentially be 
disruptive in securing capital.

“the question remains why 
not invest in the renewable 
energy sector when there is a 
clear opportunity to transform 

the economy and provide more 
jobs to the locals?” Siew asked.

With the race to restore the 
economy and employment, es-
pecially with covid-19 and the 
loss of two key economic sec-
tors, power is of essence now.

this year, although officials 
forecast gross domestic prod-
uct (GDp) growth to expand at 
four per cent, from an estimat-
ed -1.9 per cent contraction 
in 2020, the path to recovery 
is dependent upon a global 
economic uplift based on suc-
cessful vaccine rollouts.

at the same time, cambodia 
has to be prepared when it hap-
pens. its buoyant growth for the 
past 10 years hinge upon it.

For instance, electricity tar-
iffs have been comparatively 
high in cambodia although 
the electricity authority of 
cambodia (eac) revises the 
costs down annually in ac-
cordance to its strategic 
plan, and power cuts used to 
stretch for hours in a day not 
too long ago.

For investors particularly 
those involved in capital in-
tensive gigs these are perti-
nent considerations.

added to all that is the mor-
atorium on hydropower proj-
ects for the next 10 years due 
to the low water levels of the 
Mekong river. up till 2017, hy-
dropower, classified as renew-
able energy, picked up the tab 
on power generation.  and like 
coal powered plants, experts 
decry hydro dams as being en-
vironmentally unsound. thus, 
while the brief cessation of 
hydro development drew re-
lief, the growth of coal plants 
is now raising ire.

Still, can these coal-pow-

ered plants drive investments 
and save the economy?

“to a limited extent, they 
can contribute to the eco-
nomic growth of cambodia. 
[But] it is just an additional 
factor,” said Sovinda po, a phD 
candidate in international 
relations at Griffith univer-
sity and a research fellow at 
the cambodian institute for 
cooperation and peace.

But it cannot make up the 
loss brought about by the dys-
function of most of the garment 
factories and tourism industry.

“these two sectors take up 
about half of the country’s 
economy whereas energy in-
vestment is only a small propor-
tion,” said po, who co-authored 
a working paper titled Assessing 
the Impacts of Chinese Invest-
ments in Cambodia: The Case 
of Preah Sihanoukville Province 
for pacific Forum, a foreign pol-
icy research institute focused 
on asia pacific.

according to international 
Monetary Fund (iMF)’s growth 
prediction, the economy might 
expand at 5.6 per cent this year, 
6.2 per cent from 2022 to 2024, 
and 5.7 per cent in 2025.

if this prediction is accu-
rate, cambodia needs to pre-
pare to secure more energy 
and fix the current blackouts 
as result of hydropower’s en-
ergy production which varies 
from wet to dry season, said 
Han phoumin, senior energy 
economist with economic 
research institute for aSean 
and east asia (eria).

“and if the coal-fired power 
plants go ahead, the govern-
ment will need strict environ-
mental regulations in place 
for the emissions from coal 

power plants.
“i think this is a loophole 

although the Ministry of en-
vironment said it has regula-
tions but i don’t think anyone 
monitors and enforces the 
law,” Han opined.

Questions to Ministry of en-
vironment spokesman neak-
pheaktra were not answered.

For un Development pro-
gramme (unDp) resident rep-
resentative in cambodia nick 
Beresford any large infrastruc-
ture project, even renewable 
energy projects, would have a 
positive impact on economic 
demand.

a study done by unDp in-
dicated that renewable energy 
projects generate more jobs 
and economic growth than 
fossil fuel projects n addition 
to the clear environmental 
and health benefits.

“the jobs brought in by re-
newable energy projects, and 
particularly through solar, are 
higher skilled and help cam-
bodian workers adapt to new 
technology,” he said.

Having said that, coal plants 
are able to plug the energy 
demand quickly compared 
to renewables and for a long 
time it was one of the cheap-
est energy sources before so-
lar and wind took over.

it is to be expected, particu-
larly in South and Southeast 
asia, which could see coal 
use rise through 2025 as in-
dicated by the international 
energy agency (iea) in its 
Coal 2020 Analysis and fore-
cast to 2025. the uptick will 
be underpinned by indus-
trial production growth and 
new coal-fired capoacity be-
ing built. in fact, it said the 

Southeast asian region would 
become the third largest coal 
consumer, surpassing the uS 
and eu by 2025.

“Big profit margin”
Meanwhile, with china on-

board now, electricity tariffs 
are likely to be reduced fur-
ther as the cost of produc-
tion will be assumedly lower, 
bearing in mind that cambo-
dia’s energy partners own the 
technical expertise to pro-
duce electricity and are coal 
producers themselves.

Both Sinosteel, whose par-
ent company is state-owned 
Sinosteel corp ltd, and chi-
na Huadian own large coal 
mines in china and other 
parts of the world.

notwithstanding the Malay-
sian plant, it is widely known 
that coal-fired plants in cam-
bodia are seemingly backed 
by china. this is thanks to the 
close relationship between the 
two nations.

Whispers by high ranking 
officials have several times 
noted china’s strong influ-
ence in mega projects in 
cambodia, and power plants 
are no exception.

Being one of the world’s 
largest coal producers, im-
porters, and consumers of 
more than half of global coal 
at four billion a year, china 
ought to know a thing or two 
about this industry.

Because it was the largest car-
bon emitter in 2018, china itself 
is rolling back its coal consump-
tion to meet its climate pledges, 
including cutting 65 per cent of 
emissions by 2030. the iea ex-
pects china’s coal demand to 
plateau in its bid to reach car-
bon neutrality by 2060.

cambodia’s emissions are 
negligible, but it still wants to do 
the same. last December, prime 
Minister Hun Sen reaffirmed 
the promise to reduce 18 per 
cent from baseline emissions.

one of the ways is to grow re-
newable energy power to 25 per 
cent whereas at present, solar 
and biomass power constitutes 
less than five per cent of the en-
ergy mix, Ministry of Mines and 
energy statistics showed.

to be fair, the installed ca-
pacity of solar power had 
grown to 105,316 kilowatt 
in 2019, 10 times more than 
2018, yet still decidedly lower 
than coal and hydropower.

What has caused an annoy-
ance to major clothing lines 
such as H&M and nike which, 
in a letter, were critical  of 
cambodia for focusing more 
on coal projects, and called 
the country unattractive to 
its peers in the region, nikkei 
asia wrote last august.

overall, coal power and hy-
dropower represented 46.8 per 
cent and 41.03 per cent of ener-
gy supply, respectively, in 2020.

this year, coal power is 

The Electricity Authority of Cambodia hopes that by 2030 some 70 per cent households would have grid-quality electricity.  Hong Menea



9THE PHNOM PENH POST  january  22, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Special   report
likely to dip to 38.6 per cent 
whereas hydropower will 
marginally rise to 41.6 per 
cent, as fuel oil expands by 
more than half to nearly 17 
per cent in the energy mix.

cambodia imported close 
to 32 per cent of energy from 
thailand, Vietnam and laos 
last year, an equation that is 
expected to fall by a smidge 
to 29 per cent this year.

this is in line with cambo-
dia’s power development plan 
to ease imports and boost do-
mestic generation, roughly 
70:30 ratio.

year-on-year, energy sent 
out rose 6.2 per cent to 8.7 bil-
lion kilowatt per hour (kWh) 
in 2020 from 8.2 billion kWh, 
along with 3.1 million con-
sumers, to date.

While there is no actual 
target supply to meet, cam-
bodia’s main goal is to ensure 
100 per cent electrification 
with supply from the national 
grid. By 2030, it hopes that 
some 70 per cent of house-
holds would have access to 
grid-quality electricity.

current setbacks involve 
poor grid connection in rural 
areas but efforts have dou-
bled down to build more sub 
transmission and distribution 
networks. as of December 31, 
2020, some $1.6 billion was 
set aside by the authority and 
investors for this purpose.

accordingly, increased elec-
tricity supply to the grid is ex-
pected to reduce the costs of 
supply and consequently, the 
tariff for supply to consumers.

power supply has exceed-
ed demand, said ministry 
spokesman jona. But it the 
will not diminish the growth 
of power plants.

“We will continue [build-
ing] power plants. However, 
we will revise the mix to boost 
liquefied natural gas power 
generationplants by 2028,” he 
told The Post.

and so the quest for more 
power continues. So too are 
concerns of environmental deg-
radation, and the idea of settling 
for technology that is deemed 

outdated but remained costly, 
according to industry critics.

currently, it seems the minis-
try is reliant on the report from 
the developer because they 
have little expertise to judge if 
the power plants are built to the 
technical environmental stan-
dard, eria’s phoumin alleged.

“the developer may use the 
high spec of the power plants, 
but they may build the cheap 
one with higher emissions 
which could lower the up-
front cost of the plants. this 
way, the developer might also 
be able to make a bigger profit 
margin by pushing the higher 
upfront investment cost quo-
tation to negotiate the selling 
price to energy regulators.

“combined with the weak 
governance of the electric-
ity sector, where electricite Du 
cambodge might or is suppos-
edly involved with the devel-
oper and closesits eyes, such 
low investment will take place.

“the electricity price [can be] 
high as they are charged based 
on the supposedly built high ef-
ficiency and low emission pow-
er plants. this is the case. We 
have seen high electricity prices 
in cambodia and many devel-
oping countries,” he claimed.

Stephen Higgins, who 
co-authored a report titled 
Switching On: Cambodia’s 
Path to Sustainable Energy 
Security for the national 
council for Sustainable De-
velopment in 2016, said tech-
nically one could build a solar 
farm much quicker than a 
coal-fired power station.

upfront costs for renewable 
energy might be higher but 
running costs are obviously a 
lot lower.

“if you start factoring in the 
costs of carbon emission as 
well, the business case for a 
coal-fired power station re-
ally becomes questionable,” 
said Higgins, who is the co-
founder and managing part-
ner of investment and advi-
sory firm Mekong Strategic 
partners co ltd.

Which is probably why 
china is cutting back on fos-

sil fuel plants but to alleg-
edly transfer it to developing 
countries to save its coal in-
dustry, seems a little crass.

as it is the fossil fuel sector 
is at risk of becoming defunct, 
seeing that there is already 
a huge divestment from big 
pension funds, said Siew.

He cited the divestment from 
fossil fuel projects by rockefell-
er Foundation, which is built 
on “oil money”, late last year.

“We will continue to see 
such trends happening across 
the globe and a lot of fossil fuel 
assets that are developed face 
the risk of being stranded.

“this is an interesting ques-
tion given recent developments 
such as china’s commitment 
to be carbon neutral by 2060 
and cambodia’s commitment 
to reduce emissions by 18 per 
cent by 2030,” he added.

What next?
Having said that, the energy 

sector has always been attrac-
tive to chinese investors because 
of its ever-growing demand.

But, with lack of transparency 
on environmental and social im-
pact assessments, it tends cast a 
bad light on such projects. 

“i have heard of allega-
tions of dissatisfied residents 
claiming that they were not 
consulted about the develop-
ment of such projects in the 
area, which in my opinion 
needs to change,” Siew said.

on top of that, he noted that 
some projects merely focused 
on profits as the bottom line 
while ignoring social and en-
vironmental impacts.

“there are various tools 
and frameworks available in 
the market to help factor in 
such externalities but there 
are debates around what is 
the basis of the assumptions 
or projections that are made 
bearing in mind that there 
is a no one-size-fits all solu-

tion, every project is unique 
in their own right.

“So there are still grey areas 
and such challenges need to 
be resolved,” he added.

Still, the question remains 
at what cost would cambodia 
sacrifice to achieve economic 
growth.

Beresford is of the opinion 
that it is simply no longer 
true that the choice is be-
tween economic growth and 
environmental protection as 
green technology has moved 
so far and so fast that good 
options exist that bring both.

cambodia already achieved a 
regional record low solar power 
purchase agreement of 3.77 uS 
cents per kWh through an auc-
tion mechanism, which is lower 
than any other electricity gen-
eration option in cambodia.

commending the govern-
ment for not approving new 
dam projects which is in line 
with the eias, he said unDp 

research suggested that the 
ongoing externality costs of 
existing large scale hydro-
power amounted to approxi-
mately $13.8 billion in today’s 
terms, over the next 20 years.

recent analysis also shows 
that investments in solar and 
other renewables offer much 
better economic value in 
cambodia, not only environ-
mental benefits.

But Higgins thinks that 
some coal is inevitable to get 
cambodia through to a point 
where storage technologies 
are much more viable.

that being said,the extent 
to which more coal stations 
are being built seems to defy 
common sense.

“also, once we reach that 
tipping point where storage 
is viable, the only reason any-
one will buy electricity from 
a coal fired power station is if 
they have a take or pay con-
tract in place,” he added.

SourCe: eleCTriCiTy auTHoriTy oF CaMBoDia, MiniSTry oF MineS & energy 2020
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In another move to 
further promote mobile 
banking, Wing (Cambodia) 
Limited Specialised Bank 

and Chief (Cambodia) Commer-
cial Bank Plc have partnered 
to allow clients across the 
Kingdom to repay their loans 
via Wing agents or the Wing 
Money app.

Under the agreement signed 
on thursday, Chief Bank clients 
can now repay loans conve-
niently and securely by visiting 
any Wing agent, who are on 
hand in even the most remote 
parts of Cambodia.  

Users will have the option 
to make payments with just a 
few taps on their smartphones 
via the innovative Wing 
Money app.

“I am delighted to join 
Chief Bank in our mission to 
provide our clients with con-
venient solutions.

“this marks a pivotal 
milestone that reflects our 
commitment to refining digital 
financial services to raise 
living standards in our com-
munity,” Manu rajan, the Ceo 
of Wing, said at the signing 
ceremony.

Chief Bank was founded by 
its chairman Chau Chung Kai 
Peter, a successful entrepreneur 
from hong Kong, where the 
Chief Group was established 

over four decades ago with 
extensive financial businesses.

Wing – with a 12-year his-
tory in mobile payments – has 
diligently provided Cambodians 
with convenient access to 
relevant mobile financial ser-
vices that are safe, instant and 
designed to improve people’s 
daily lives.

Wing’s commitment to em-
powering Cambodians with fi-
nancial inclusion has led them 
to foster a strong network of 
Wing agents and the develop-
ment of the Wing Money app.

a key point in the Wing-
Chief Bank partnership is the 
shared vision of using their 
financial capacity to raise the 
living standards of Cambodians 
across the Kingdom.

“this partnership reflects 
Chief Bank’s commitment  
to refining our products to 
meet the financial needs  
of our growing client base  
so that they can focus on 
business growth. 

“Chief Bank customers will 
have an exciting new option 
which allows them to pay 

their loans without having 
to visit our brick-and-mortar 
banks,” said Chief Bank Ceo 
Dr Soeung Morarith. 

Chief Bank has enjoyed con-
tinued growth in the Kingdom 
since beginning operations in 
December 2013 with initial cap-
ital of just $10 million, while 
total assets were more than 
$143 million as of January 19 
this year. It has a total staff 
strength of more than 140.

“Chief Bank utilises a busi-
ness model that is localised, 
customised and best suited to 

the real needs of our clients  
in Cambodia. 

“We have been actively 
working to further refine 
our existing products, and 
introducing new products and 
services to meet our clients’ 
growing needs. 

“We would like to suggest 
you visit our website – chief-
bank.com.kh – download our 
Chief Mobile app or visit one 
of our strategically placed 
branches, where you will find 
a tailor-made and exclusive 
service for you,” Morarith said.

originally established in 
hong Kong in 1979, Chief 
Group has gone from strength 
to strength by adhering to its 
core beliefs of ethical practices 
and prudent investment. 

“We have stayed the course 
by sticking to our vision, mis-
sion, goals and philosophy, 
and by serving our custom-
ers better than ever, to yield 
sound results. 

“our successes are attrib-
uted to a strong team spirit 
with clear vision and policies,” 
he added. 

Wing and Chief Bank make repaying 
loans simple with digital partnership

Wing has a 12-year history in mobile payments, while Chief Bank began operations in Cambodia in 2013. 

An agreement was signed by Wing CEO Manu Rajan (left) and Chief Bank CEO Dr Soeung Morarith on Thursday. 

 Chief Bank’s total assets were more than $143 million as of January 19. 

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus banking

Cambodia’s leading mobile banking services 
provider and the fast-growing ethical financial 
institution are bringing greater convenience  
to clients with a collaboration to help raise 
living standards across the Kingdom. 

”
We have been 
actively working  
to further refine our 
existing products, 
and introducing  
new products  
and services to  
meet our clients’ 
growing needs
DR SOEung MORARiTh /  
CEO Of ChiEf BanK 
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world
Biden’s proposal for immigration brings 
hope for migrants on Mexico-uS border

M
igrantS stranded on 
the Mexican-uS border 
on january 20 said joe 
Biden’s arrival in the 

uS White House had given them a 
new sense of optimism after years 
of former President Donald trump’s 
harsh policies.

“We’re very happy. We feel hope-
ful again,” said nicaraguan jessica 
Valles, who has been waiting in 
the Mexican border city of Ciudad 
juarez for 18 months.

She watched Biden’s inauguration on 
television in a shelter along with other 
migrants stuck in northern Mexico.

“it makes us feel more confident and 
we see that the new president is not 
putting us to one side and is thinking 

of us,” said a woman named Fatima, 
a migrant from El Salvador who has 
been in Mexico for two years.

“We are all human beings and we 
all have the right to a better life.”

trump sparked anger during his 
2016 election campaign when he 
branded Mexican migrants “rap-
ists” and “drug dealers”, and vowed 
to build a wall across the southern 
uS border with Mexico.

His “zero tolerance” policy 
launched in 2018 saw thousands of 
children separated from their par-
ents at the frontier, a tactic apparent-
ly meant to frighten the families, be-
fore the government backed down.

under trump’s “remain in Mexico” 
programme, tens of thousands of 

non-Mexican asylum seekers – most-
ly from Central america – were sent 
back over the border pending the out-
come of their asylum applications.

One of Biden’s first acts after he 
was sworn in on january 20 was 
to order a halt to construction of 
trump’s hulking steel fence snaking 
along the Mexican-uS border.

Mexico welcomed the move, as 
well as his other immigration-
linked reforms.

Biden plans to send a bill to Con-
gress to revamp immigration poli-
cies and give millions of undocu-
mented migrants living inside the 
country a path to citizenship, ac-
cording to his aides.

Biden’s Secretary of Homeland Se-

curity nominee alejandro Mayorkas 
on january 19 said arriving migrants 
will be permitted to apply for asy-
lum and have their cases reviewed.

Dennys Lopez, a migrant from Cuba, 
said: “Politicians promise a lot, but we 
hope that this will be the case, that we 
will be given the opportunity.”

Hopes that Biden will be more 
welcoming to migrants than trump 
spurred thousands of would-be 
asylum seekers to join a northward 
march this month from Honduras 
towards the uS.

But their dreams were dashed after 
security forces in guatemala broke 
up the caravan and Washington 
warned the migrants not to “waste 
your time and money”. AFP

tunisians rally to demand release of 
protesters arrested in nighttime clashes

Possible leads 
into fried food 
link to onset of 
heart diseases 

tuniSianS protested on january 20 to 
demand the release of hundreds of 
young demonstrators arrested in sev-
eral nights of disturbances, venting their 
anger also against the government’s 
handling of a deepening social crisis.

around 100 people rallied in the 
capital of tunis and a similar number 
in the city of Sousse, in defiance of 
gatherings that have been forbidden 
by authorities following a recent 
surge in coronavirus cases.

the protesters cried in Sousse: “We 
want the detainees to be freed.”

in tunis, protesters – many of them 
students – shouted slogans from the 
country’s 2011 revolution, including 
“freedom, work, national dignity”, as 
they moved along the capital’s arte-
rial Habib Bourguiba avenue.

the protests come as the economy 
is in free-fall, youth unemployment 
soars and anger rises against a political 

class that has shown itself incapable of 
pulling together for the nation – gripes 
in sharpened focus as the country last 
week marked 10 years since the fall of 
dictator Zine el-abidine Ben ali.

Prime Minister Hichem Mechichi 
acknowledged tunisians’ “legitimate” 
anger in a televised address on janu-
ary 19 evening, but said violence was 
“unacceptable” and vowed to “con-
front it with the force of law”.

Hundreds have been arrested since 
the nighttime clashes erupted on 
january 15, amid a four-day lock-
down imposed the previous day, the 
date on which Ben ali fled into exile 
in the early days of the arab Spring. 
Many of those detained are minors.

tunisia often sees protests around 
such key anniversaries in january, 
but this year’s clashes come as the 
coronavirus pandemic has deepened 
socio-economic woes.

Much of the unrest has hit working-
class neighbourhoods.

january 19 saw fewer clashes than 
previous nights, with some distur-
bances in poorer neighbourhoods of 
tunis as well as in the marginalised 
interior regions of gafsa and Sidi Bouz-
id, aFP correspondents reported.

Clashes also took place in the cities 
of Kasserine, Kairouan and Kef, accord-
ing to national guard spokesman 
Houssemeddine jebabli, who said a 
further 41 people had been arrested.

He added that 21 security personnel 
had been injured since january 16. no 
figures were available for the number 
of protesters hurt.

the interior ministry had said on 
january 18 that more than 600 people 
had been arrested.

a handful of protesters gathered outside 
a key tunis court on january 20 morning 
to demand justice for detainees. AFP

Continued from page 1

years, to assess the potential link 
between eating fried foods and 
deaths from cardiovascular disease 
or other causes.

Published in the journal Heart, 
their analysis showed a 28 per cent 
increased risk of major cardiovascu-
lar events among those who ate the 
most fried foods per week compared 
to those who ate the least.

the risk increased by 22 per cent for 
coronary heart disease and 37 per cent 
for heart failure. the researchers also 
found that each additional weekly 
serving of 114g of fried food increased 
the risk of major cardiovascular events 
by three per cent, the risk of coronary 
heart disease by two per cent, and the 
risk of heart failure by 12 per cent.

the researchers note, however, that 
no association has been established 
between deaths, whether from car-
diovascular disease or other causes, 
and the consumption of fried foods.

they also caution that the studies 
included in this meta-analysis were all 
based on memory, which was one of 
the limitations of the investigation.

But that wasn’t the only one, as 
researchers are not yet able to scien-
tifically demonstrate how fried foods 
actually influence the development of 
cardiovascular disease.

they are suggesting some leads, how-
ever, such as the fact that these foods 
generate harmful trans fatty-acids, 
stimulate the production of chemical 
byproducts involved in the body’s 
inflammatory response, and are gener-
ally high in added salt – three things that 
could explain their impact on the heart.

as a result of this study, several uK-
based scientists agreed that these 
findings were consistent with health 
guidelines encouraging individuals to 
reduce their consumption of such 
foods, but could not constitute “defin-
itive evidence” as to their impact on 
cardiovascular health. therefore, cau-
tion should be exercised. AFP

US President Joe Biden prepares 
before he addresses the nation 

at the ‘Celebrating America’ 
event at the Lincoln Memorial 

after his inauguration as the 46th 
President of the US in Washington, 

DC on Wednesday. POOL/AFP

Tunisian protesters shout slogans during an anti-government demonstration on the 
Habib Bourguiba avenue in the capital Tunis on Wednesday. AFP
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ASEAN

Vietnam hails press agencies’ contributions
T

he Vietnamese Min-
istry of Foreign affairs 
held its annual meet-
ing with the press at 

the Government Guesthouse 
in hanoi on january 19, prais-
ing press agencies and report-
ers nationwide for their con-
tributions to the achievements 
of the diplomatic sector in the 
past year.

Speaking at the event, Depu-
ty Prime Minister and Minister 
of Foreign affairs Pham Binh 
Minh said the sector scored 
important achievements 
amid difficulties caused by the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

he said the Southeast asian 
nation successfully accom-
plished its roles as aSean 
2020 Chair, Chair of the 41st 
General assembly of the aSe-
an Inter-Parliamentary as-
sembly (aIPa-41) and a non-
permanent member of the 
un Security Council (unSC) 
for the 2020-2021 tenure. 

Vietnam led and coordinated 
regional efforts to overcome 
challenges and achieve suc-
cesses in building the aSean 
Community, effectively coped 
with the pandemic, flex-
ibly held more than 550 online 
meetings, and adopted a record 
number of documents, he said.

During the first year of serv-
ing as a non-permanent mem-
ber of the unSC for the 2020-
2021 tenure, the country made 
a number of hallmarks such as 
pushing forward the unSC’s 
adoption of the Presidential 
Declaration on the compliance 

with the un Charter, organis-
ing the aSean-un dialogue, 
and proposing and promoting 
the un General assembly’s 
resolution on designating De-
cember 27 as International Day 
of epidemic Preparedness.

according to him, Vietnam 
deepened bilateral ties via 
online meetings at all levels, 
including 34 phone talks and 
virtual meetings between 
high-ranking leaders.

additionally, the country 

was also effective in citizen 
protection work, assisted 
overseas Vietnamese in over-
coming difficulties caused 
by the pandemic, and con-
ducted some 300 flights car-
rying home more than 80,000 

citizens from countries and 
territories worldwide. Positive 
results were seen in protecting 
borders and sovereignty.

Minh said such achieve-
ments would not have been 
popularised without great 

contributions by domestic 
press agencies and reporters 
who successfully conveyed the 
Communist Party of Vietnam’s 
(CPV) and state’s important 
diplomatic messages to the 
public at home and abroad.

ahead of the Lunar new year, 
the official wished that the press 
would continue working close-
ly with the foreign ministry to 
popularise external activities 
and enhance understanding 
and friendship among nations, 
contributing to accomplishing 
diplomatic tasks assigned by 
the CPV and state.

In his speech, Vietnam 
news agency deputy director-
general Le Quoc Minh hailed 
the foreign ministry’s units for 
providing effective support for 
press agencies and reporters.

he congratulated the min-
istry on its achievements in 
2020, contributing to making 
the country a bright spot in 
the region and the world amid 
the pandemic.

he said the press will con-
tinue working closely with the 
diplomatic sector to deliver 
correct information, bringing 
Vietnam to the world and the 
world to Vietnam.

On the occasion, the deputy 
prime minister presented the 
insignia ‘For the cause of the 
diplomatic sector’ and the 
foreign minister’s certificate 
of merit to several collectives 
and individuals for their con-
tributions to external affairs 
over the past year. VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Key Thai opposition figure 
faces lese majeste charge

Vn attends forum preparing 
for 2021 Shangri-La Dialogue

a ThaI billionaire opposition 
figure was accused on january 
20 of defaming the monarchy, 
a day after a court sentenced 
a former civil servant to more 
than 40 years in jail for lese 
majeste crimes.

Thanathorn juangroongru-
angkit, founder of the now-
dissolved Future Forward Party, 
was accused of contravening 
Thailand’s strict royal defama-
tion laws by posting a video on 
january 18 criticising the gov-
ernment’s vaccine strategy. 

In the video he raised ques-
tions about whether Thailand’s 
vaccination campaign is too 
reliant on Siam BioScience, 
which is owned by the Crown 
Property Bureau – a body that 
manages the royal family’s 
multi-billion-dollar fortune.

his video drew the ire of Thai-
land’s Ministry of Digital econ-
omy and Society, which on 
january 20 filed a royal defama-
tion complaint against him.

Ministry representative 
Tossapol Pengsom told report-
ers: “What Mr Thanathorn said 
is not the truth – the facts have 
been distorted.”

he said there were 11 instanc-
es in the video where the oppo-
sition figure allegedly insulted 
the monarchy, and the ministry 
would be file a complaint under 
the Computer Crimes act. 

The lese majeste law, referred 
to as “112” by its penal code sec-
tion, is meant to shield the royal 
family from defamation, and 

carries sentences of between 
three to 15 years in jail per charge. 

It has, however, been broad-
ly interpreted to cover any per-
ceived criticism of the monar-
chy, with some saying the law 
is also used to target govern-
ment dissent.

On january 19, a court sen-
tenced a former civil servant 
arrested in 2015 to more than 43 
years in prison for disseminating 
audio clips deemed defamatory 
to the monarchy – the harshest 
punishment ever received.

The law’s use slowed in 2018, 
which Premier Prayut Chan-o-
cha said was due to the “mer-
cy” of the king. 

But it returned in full force 
last year, in response to mass 
demonstrations staged by a 

pro-democracy movement 
calling for Prayut’s removal 
from office and – more contro-
versially – for reforms to the 
unassailable monarchy. 

So far, at least 43 protesters 
have been charged for their 
role in the protests.

The kingdom appears to now 
be going through a backlog of 
stalled lese majeste cases.

Thanathorn – who threw his 
support behind the movement 
when it started in mid-july – is 
the highest-profile target since 
the spike in the law’s use.

Political analyst Thitinan 
Pongsudirak of Chulalongkorn 
university said: “It means that 
the draconian law is in full 
swing and can be used indis-
criminately.”

Thanathorn’s de facto 
spokesperson Pannika Wanich 
said it was “obvious” the law is 
was being deployed “aggres-
sively against the government’s 
political enemies”. 

Government spokesman anucha 
Burapachaisri did not respond 
immediately for comment. 

Before it was disbanded, 
Thanathorn’s Future Forward 
Party was Thailand’s third-larg-
est, drawing millions of sup-
porters who were attracted to 
his anti-establishment plat-
form during the 2019 election. 

But they were felled by swift 
legal action, which saw its top 
executives, including Thana-
thorn, banned from politics 
and the party dissolved. AFP

VIeTnaM took part in the 9th 
Fullerton Forum, held via vide-
oconference on january 18-19 
to prepare for the asia Security 
Summit, also known as the 
Shangri-La Dialogue, the Quan 
doi Nhan dan (People’s Army) 
newspaper reported.

The forum, with the partici-
pation of more than 20 asian-
Pacific nations, was an occa-
sion for defence policy makers 
to discuss emerging security 
challenges ahead of the 2021 
Shangri-La Dialogue.

Based on countries’ concerns, 
organisers of the 2021 Shangri-
La Dialogue will identify issues 
that attract great attention to 
design the agenda for the com-
ing event, set to take place in 
Singapore from june 4-6.

at the Fullerton Forum, Lieu-
tenant General Vu Chien Thang, 
director of the Foreign relations 
Department at the Vietnamese 
Ministry of national Defence, 
delivered a speech at the third 
session on the strategic uses of 
emerging technologies.

he noted that scientific and 
technological advances have 
considerably contributed to eco-
nomic development and ensur-
ing defence-security in each 
country, while creating a solid 
foundation for proactive response 
to impacts of non-traditional 
security challenges, including 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

however, there are also adverse 
effects, Thang noted, elaborating 
that scientific and technological 

advances are among causes of 
new forms of warfare such as 
cyberwarfare and “grey-zone” 
warfare, as well as risks of con-
flict and tension escalation.

Given this, he pointed out the 
necessity to have mechanisms 
for managing and monitoring 
the application of military scien-
tific and technological advances 
to minimise adverse impacts.

Thang suggested that coun-
tries should keep their defence 
and military science – technol-
ogy development policies trans-
parent. They also need to 
enhance international coopera-
tion to manage risks that advanced 
technology may pose to the 
security of each country, the 
region and the world at large.

Dr Samir Puri, a senior fellow 
at the International Institute 
for Strategic Studies (IISS) – the 
organising body of the Fuller-
ton Forum and the Shangri-La 
Dialogue, who chaired the third 
session, applauded Vietnam for 
laying emphasis on the need to 
bring into play effective region-
al security cooperation mecha-
nisms led by aSean.

These, he said, include the 
aSean regional Forum, the 
east asia Summit, the aSean 
Defence Ministers’ Meeting, and 
the aSean Defence Ministers’ 
Meeting Plus, in mainlining stra-
tegic dialogue and using infor-
mation technology to organise 
teleconferenced discussions. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnamese Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Pham Binh Minh presents the insignia ‘For the cause of the diplomatic sector’ 
and the foreign minister’s certificates of merit to several collectives and individuals for their outstanding contributions to external affairs over the 
past year. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

Lieutenant General Vu Chien Thang, director of Vietnam’s Foreign Relations 
Department speaks at the forum. QUAN DOI NHAN DAN/VIET NAM NEWS

Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit, 
founder of the now-dissolved 
Future Forward Party. THE NATION/
ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Opinion

T
HE Communist Party of Viet-
nam (CPV) will convene its 
13th national Congress in 
Hanoi from january 25 to 

February 2.  The decision was made 
by the Party Central Committee dur-
ing its 14th Plenum held from 
December 14 to 18 in Hanoi.

The 13th national Congress will vote 
to select the 180 members of the Cen-
tral Committee from 1,587 delegates 
from across the country, which in turn 
will pick the Politburo from that group 
for the party general secretary. 

at the plenum, the committee deter-
mined reports to be presented to the 
Congress, including a political report, 
an evaluation of the implementation 
of the 2011-2020 socio-economic 
development strategy and formation 
of strategies for 2021-2030, a review of 
the realisation of socio-economic 
tasks during the 2016-2020 period and 
tasks for 2021-2025.

regarding 10-year development strat-
egy for  2011-2020, the global and 
regional situations became more com-
plicated than was forecast. In the last 
year of the strategic period, the Covid-19 
pandemic seriously affected the world 
economy, causing recessions on a scale 
that has not occurred in decades, with 
consequences set to last for many years.

Domestically, the economy was 
replete with risks; inflation was high; 
public debt increased rapidly, and the 
non-performing debt ratio was high. 
Production and business faced many 
difficulties. as a result, external influ-
ences increased and competition was 
increasingly fierce. The economy was 
open but resilience was still limited. 
Climate change, natural disasters and 
epidemics proved complicated and 
vexing, especially in 2020 when the 
Covid-19 pandemic severely affected 
almost all sectors, disrupting eco-
nomic and social activities and bring-
ing hardships in many people’s lives.

In this situation, the party, the pub-
lic and the army have joined forces, 
making outstanding efforts to combat 
the outbreak, mobilising participation 
from the entire political system and 
business community and achieving 
important results in almost all fields.

Economic growth was maintained 
at a relatively high level. During 2011-
2015, gross domestic product (GDP) 
growth reached an average of 5.9 per 
cent per year; in the period 2016-2019, 
growth reached 6.8 per cent per year. 
In 2020, growth was muted due to the 
pandemic but is estimated to have 
exceeded 2 per cent. For the whole of 
2011- 2020, GDP growth is expected to 

have reached 5.9 per cent per year, 
putting Vietnam in a group of high-
growth countries. The scale of GDP 
increased by a multiple of 2.4, from 
$116 billion in 2010 to $268.4 billion in 
2020. GDP per capita increased from 
$1,331 in 2010 to about $2,750 in 2020.

Total import and export turnover 
more than tripled, from $157.1 billion 
in 2010 to $517 billion in 2019. Due to 
the impact of Covid-19 in 2020, trade 
volumes rose only to $527 billion, 
roughly 190 per cent of GDP. Exports 
increased rapidly, from $72.2 billion 
in 2010 to $267 billion in 2020, an 
average increase of 14 per cent per 
year, driving economic growth. 

Foreign relations and international 
integration have been proactively 
implemented, improving Vietnam’s 
reputation and position in the inter-
national arena. Through cooperation 
with neighbouring countries, the gov-
ernment has sought to resolve border 
disputes in a spirit of peace and 
friendship and according to diplomat-
ic processes and international law.

Currently, the state has diplomatic 
relations with 111 countries, having 
established 98 foreign embassies and 
consulates around the world while 95 
such missions have been operating 
within Vietnamese territory.

as neighbouring countries, Cambo-
dia and Vietnam share land and sea 
borders and have a historically strong 

relationship of solidarity and helping 
each other. This has led to long-term, 
sustainable cooperation and the 
achievement of many mutual goals.

Leaders of the two countries have 
acknowledged the historical signifi-
cance of the signing of two legal docu-
ments recognising the achievement of 
demarcation of 84 per cent of their 
land border. at the same time, they 
have agreed to accelerate completion 
of necessary procedures for the two 
accords to take effect while continuing 
to negotiate settlement of the remain-
ing border areas, affirming the goal of 
ensuring a peaceful border. Leaders 
have also vowed to coordinate for 
effective support of each other in inter-
national and regional issues, especially 
within the framework of aSEan coop-
eration and aSEan-led mechanisms, 
the un, World Trade Organisation, 
asia-Europe Meeting and Mekong sub-
region cooperation mechanisms.

Last year, despite the impact of the 
pandemic, bilateral trade between 
Cambodia and Vietnam grew 0.84 per 
cent over 2019 and reached $5.33 bil-
lion. Vietnam has 184 investment 
projects in Cambodia accounting for 
a total capital of $2.76 billion, ranking 
third (after russia and Laos) among 
78 countries and territories in which 
Vietnam has made foreign direct 
investment. Vietnamese investments 
in Cambodia began in 2005, and from 

2015 to the present, has achieved up 
to 10 projects worth between $30-70 
million per year, mainly in agricul-
ture, banking and telecommunica-
tions. The two countries also wit-
nessed developments in tourism, 
people-to-people cultural exchanges, 
education training and health collab-
oration. With a long history of good-
will from both countries, bilateral 
relations will continue to develop and 
reach new levels in the future.

after the 13th Congress, Vietnam 
will have a new leadership team, but I 
believe the country will continue to 
implement the next policy cycle with 
continuity, supporting peaceful, coop-
erative development and prosperity.

Cambodia-Vietnam relations are vital 
to the protection and development of 
each country, bringing practical bene-
fits to their peoples and positively con-
tributing to the region and the world.

With a long tradition of solidarity 
and achievements, together with the 
political determination of senior 
leaders of both countries, it seems 
reasonable to expect good relations 
and long-term sustainable coopera-
tion between Cambodia and Vietnam 
will overcome challenges and contin-
ue to produce meaningful results.

The author is a researcher for the Department 
of Asian, African and Middle Eastern Studies at 
the International Relations Institute of the Royal 
Academy of Cambodia.

Cambodia-Vietnam ties should  
remain stable after CPV Congress

The 14th plenum of the Party Central Committee held from December 14-18 decides to hold the 13th National Party Congress from 
January 25 to February 2. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

Opinion
Uch Leang
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Hawaii noodle serves authentic fare 
rich in flavour for the foodies’ palette
Roth Sochieata

n
OODLES are a staple food 
in most asian cultures, 
and they come with dif-
ferent textures, shapes, 

sizes and flavours. Despite that, it 
is rare to find a restaurant that of-
fers the multinational selection of 
noodles that Hawaii noodle offers 
on their menu.

Located on St 370 in Boeng Keng 
Kang 1, Hawaii noodle serves cui-
sine from Malaysia and Hong Kong 
and true to their name the focus is 
on noodles. 

It is the multiple choices of tasty noo-
dle dishes, which are comfort food to 
foodies from Hong Kong and Malaysia. 

This is one of the key attraction of the 
restaurant despite its humble location.

Hawaii noodle is a cosy little noodle 
“house” with dishes of very rich fla-
vours that has a persuasive knack for 
transforming newcomers into regulars. 

It all comes down to Doung Dany’s 
husband’s years of hands-on experi-
ence working in Hong Kong.

“The recipes we have mostly origi-
nate from Malaysia and Hong Kong 
because, basically, the recipes have-
been ‘enhanced‘ by my Malaysian 
husband who used to work in Hong 
Kong,” Dany, the owner, tells The Post.

It all started in 2013 when Dany was 
a homemaker who enjoyed cooking 
for her family and friends. They were 
always suggesting that she open a res-
taurant so that year, she finally did it. 

The small food business has been 
such a success that they are now 
able to open a second branch in 
aeon Mall. The original branch on St 
370 is still going strong and is mostly 
packed at lunch time when custom-
ers flock in to fill their stomachs be-
fore going back to work. 

“Though the Covid pandemic is 
ongoing, we are thankful that we are 
still doing quite well with 100 to 150 
orders a day, mostly from deliver-
ies,” she says.

Her kitchen employs a Malaysian 
chef to ensure the authentic flavour 
of Hawaii noodle’s dishes.

“Most of the ingredients for those 
dishes are imported from Malaysia,” 
Dany says.

There are seven special dishes that 
is each available on a rotational daily 
basis. The idea is to ensure lunch pa-
trons know when to pay Hawaii noo-
dle a visit to satisfy their palette.

If you’re planning to go but want to 
make sure it’s the right day for you, 
here is the schedule for the specials: 
Hokkien Prawn Mee on Monday; 
Dry Curry Chicken noodle/rice on 
Tuesday; Loh Mee on Wednesday; 
Prawn Lam Mee on Thursday; White 
Curry Mee on Friday; Char Koay 
Teow and Mee Goreng on Saturday 
and Fish nasi Lemak and Chicken 
nasi Lemak on Sunday. 

Hokkien Prawn Mee ($3.80) is a 
soup that is made by leaving the 
prawns in the water first for an ex-
tended period to give the broth add-
ed flavour. It helps to add fragrance 
and sweetness to the dish.

Dry Curry Chicken noodle/rice 
($4.50) is made from indigenous 
Malaysian curry ingredients which 
also make the dish smells great. It’s 

a little dry but it goes well with the 
springy Hong Kong noodles. 

Fish nasi Lemak and Chicken nasi 
Lemak ($4.00) has rice prepared 
with coconut juice and lemon grass, 
and the chicken is deep fried. 

The most popular among the sev-
en specials is Hokkien Prawn Mee, 
but they’ve resisted calls from pa-
trons to put it on the regular menu. 

“So if customers want to have this 
dish (Hokkien Prawn Mee), they can 
come on Monday. 

“and if they want the other six dish-
es, they can come for another day as 
it’s been scheduled,” Dany says. 

Dany has both local and internation-
al patrons. Her food has given comfort 

to many Malaysian expatriates who 
are longing for 
a taste of 
home.

“ L i k e 
when a 
Cambodian is 
in a foreign country, 
if they are able to find a place 
with Khmer noodles or Sam-
lar Kokor, they feel more at 
home, and it is nice to find 
those dishes overseas.

“It is the same way with these 
dishes served in Hawaii noodle. Our 
patrons, especially Malaysians, are 
joyful to find that they can get the 
authentic taste without having to 

travel back to their home country,” 
Dany explains. 

Currently, she has a lunch package 
with three choices for customers 
which include free soup. Deliveries 
are free as well for patrons who live 
near Boeng Keng Kang 1. Delivery 
runs from 11am to 1pm. 

Dany said that even their Cam-
bodian patrons who go there often 
rarely order the Khmer dishes they 
serve. They usually want one of 
the seven special dishes. They tell 
her they usually don’t enjoy for-
eign dishes because they are often 

too bland for them, but Hawaii 
noodle proved otherwise. Dany 
said even the younger students 
around Beong Keng Kang 1 have 
become her regular customers.

She takes pride in the quality of the 
food they serve and she wants the 
restaurant to become a household 
name when it comes to noodles.

“The current location is kind 
of out of the way and hard to 

spot. It’s really a dis-
advantage for us. I 

hope I am able to 
make it more in-

viting. For now, 
the majority of 
our customers 
order for de-
livery.”

For delivery, 
call 088 788 
8202 or place 
your order 
through a de-
livery app like 

Food Panda.
Hawaii noodle 

is open from 8am to 
5pm and is located 

at #228 St 370, Beong 
Keng Kang 1, Phnom 

Penh, Cambodia.

Haiwaii Noodle serves an array of authentic Hong Kong and Malaysian noodle dishes . hong menea

Char Koay Teow is a tasty stir-fried noodle dish originating from Malaysia.  hong menea
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Tycoon on the Titanic
  6 Before the appearance of life
 11 Kubrick’s computer
 14 Ocean liner?
 15 Columbus’ hometown
 16 Immodesty cause
 17 Feeding only on plants
 19 Charlotte of “Diff’rent Strokes”
 20 Pop singer Vannelli
 21 Crescent horns
 23 “Frasier” co-star
 27 Shames
 29 Was a sign of
 30 Blender setting
 31 Toiled in the galley
 32 Prefix for “sonic”
 34 Positive message
 37 Bros, e.g.
 38 Rounded hill
 39 Debated wedding-vow word
 40 Siamese twin name
 41 Green Teletubby
 42 Proton part
 43 Lacking companionship
 45 Clinton secretary Betty
 46 One of a horse’s limbs

 48 Campus divisions
 49 Tally
 50 Cries from creative people
 51 Tell whoppers
 52 Subsequent part of this document
 59 Fireball in the sky
 60 “One for the books,” for one
 61 Superman portrayer Christopher
 62 Summer center?
 63 Nary a person
 64 Series shutout
DOWN
  1 Cigar residue
  2 That liner
  3 Rocky ridge
  4 Crystal ball, e.g.
  5 Occupied the throne
  6 Prolonged suffering
  7 Terrible test score
  8 Palindromic music figure
  9 Chit relative
 10 Tree belonging to the buckthorn 

family
 11 Some chocolate fixes
 12 Noticeably awed
 13 Windblown silt or clay
 18 Strove for superiority

 22 Put into action
 23 Bullwinkle, for one
 24 With full force
 25 Things for green-thumbed chefs
 26 George Washington bills
 27 Fittingly
 28 Folk singer Ives
 32 Remove, as a clothespin
 33 ___ Alamos, N.M.
 35 Like “The Twilight Zone” music
 36 Funny Wanda
 38 Cows, old-style
 39 Group pronoun
 41 Florida footballer
 42 Distant starlike objects
 44 Bucharest currency
 45 Genealogist’s study
 46 Exam answer, sometimes
 47 Hateful disgrace
 48 Strike the hour
 50 Quite a long time (Var.)
 53 Capital of Shoguns
 54 Christ the Redeemer city
 55 Not too many
 56 Golfing gadget
 57 Eden occupant
 58 Sales agt.

“WHO’S THAT LADY?” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

Cyprus cats out in the 
cold as pandemic bites

a
t a cat sanctuary set 
in picturesque hills 
near Paphos, on the 
Mediterranean island 

of Cyprus, volunteers are grap-
pling with a surge in aban-
donments they blame on the 
coronavirus pandemic.

“there has been an increase 
of about 30 per cent of previous-
ly owned, loved [and] looked-
after cats that have been left 
behind” as people depart the 
island, lamented Dawn Foote, 
48, who runs the tala Cats res-
cue centre.

Some among Cyprus’s large 
expatriate and dual resident 
communities have retreat-
ed home as the economic 
squeeze has tightened, she 
noted.

“People, at the moment, have 
just got no money, and it’s ex-
pensive to get a cat to another 
country – you’ve got passports 
to pay for, you’ve got transport 
carriers to pay,” Foote said.

“It’s heartbreaking,” she said, 
adding that abandonments 
were rising island-wide, in 
part also due to locals no lon-
ger being able to afford pet 
food or vet bills.

Evidence of cats’ domesti-
cation in Cyprus dates back 
further than anywhere else, 
including Pharaonic Egypt.

In 2004, archaeologists 
announced they had un-
earthed the remains of a cat 
and a human deliberately 
buried together 9,500 years 
ago at the neolithic village 

of Shillourokambos.
that’s some 1,500 years ear-

lier than the previous record 
find – also in Cyprus – in the 
form of a feline jawbone.

Prowling for food, owners
abandoned cats just “don’t 

know how to survive”, Foote 
said. “a lot of them want to 
give up.”

the government imposed 
a nationwide lockdown from 
january 10, Cyprus’s second 
since the pandemic began, af-
ter Covid-19 infections surged.

the closure of restaurants 
– choice locations for feline 
scavengers – has further com-
pounded the misery for many 
of the island’s feline residents, 
whose numbers dwarf the hu-
man population, according 
to at least one animal welfare 
organisation.

Meanwhile, the rehousing 
of animals, many of whom 
find their “forever homes” 
abroad, has become more dif-
ficult, a trend confirmed by a 
dog sanctuary near the capital 
nicosia.

Fewer cargo flights, higher 
transport costs and the repeat-
ed closure of sanctuaries to 
visitors are making it harder to 
win would-be owners’ hearts.

as a result, there are now 
some 800 cats prowling the 
grounds at tala Cats, situated 
on land owned by the nearby 
agios neophytos Monastery.

the location is apt, because 
there is no breeding – all the 

felines who come through the 
gates are spayed or neutered.

‘Your outdoor cat’
Sterilisation is key to keep-

ing any stray cat population 
under control, and while 
some vets in Cyprus perform 
operations outside their main 
business, they face an uphill 
battle.

State coordination and 
funding for sterilisation pro-
grammes – €75,000 ($91,000) 
in total last year, according 
to the agriculture ministry – 
were insufficient, vets said.

the strategy “is not working 
at all . . . it’s not focused”, said 
Evis andreou, 42, noting that 
key prerequisites, including 
censuses of stray populations 
in target areas, were absent.

Cyprus’ agriculture ministry 
said its neutering programme 
has been “effective”, noting 
however that it was “working 
to further improve our proce-
dures, so that there is more ef-
fective targeting and control” 
during the coming year.

But some say the public as 
a whole also fails to take the 
issue seriously enough.

“I hear people here say, ‘this 
is a stray I’ve been feeding for 
10 years’,” said another vet, 
Marie-Ellen josephides, 38.

“I’m like, ‘it’s not a stray, 
you’ve been feeding it . . . it’s 
your outdoor cat’” – and it 
will have been breeding for 
much of the last decade, she 
pointed out. AFP

Abandoned cats at Tala Cats rescue centre, on land owned by the Ayios Neofytos Monastery, in the Cypriot 
village of Tala near Paphos. AFP

At a cat sanctuary set in picturesque hills, volunteers are grappling with a surge in abandonments they 
blame on the coronavirus pandemic. AFP
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Super Cup: Pirlo wins first trophy as juve coach 
a

nDrEa Pirlo won his first 
trophy as a coach on janu-
ary 20 as juventus beat na-
poli 2-0 in the Italian Super 

Cup.
Cristiano ronaldo blasted in his 

20th goal of the season following 
a corner on 64 minutes in reg-
gio Emilia, before napoli captain 
Lorenzo Insigne missed a penalty 
and alvaro Morata added a second 
deep into injury time.

Pirlo, 41, clinched his first silver-
ware five months after taking over at 
his former club where he won four 
league titles.

“Winning a first title [as a coach]
is a great joy, different from that felt 
as a player, it’s even more beauti-
ful,” said Pirlo, who lifted the trophy 
three times as a player with juventus 
and aC Milan.

juventus won the annual trophy, 
played between the league champi-
ons and Italian Cup holders, for the 
ninth time, having finished runners-
up last year to Lazio.

“This trophy is very important be-
cause it can give us confidence for 
the rest of our season,” said ronaldo.

juventus sit fifth in the league, 10 
points behind leaders aC Milan, af-
ter losing 2-0 to second-placed Inter 
Milan last weekend.

“The Scudetto is possible, Milan and 
Inter are very strong, but there are still 
a lot of games to be played and we can 
still do it,” added ronaldo.

It was the first meeting between 
Pirlo and napoli coach Gennaro 
Gattuso, who won the 2006 World 

Cup together and spent a decade as 
aC Milan teammates, winning two 
Serie a titles and two Champions 
League crowns together.

They have not faced off this sea-
son after napoli refused to travel to 

Turin for their October league match 
because of coronavirus cases – a fix-
ture which has still to be played.

“I’m sorry for Gennaro Gattuso, 
but we wanted to react after the de-
feat against Inter Milan,” said Pirlo. 

“We bet a lot on the pride of the 
players, we wanted to show that we 
were a team.”

juventus received a boost hours be-
fore kick-off with juan Cuadrado re-
covering from coronavirus and start-

ing for the first time in two weeks.
napoli had the best chance of the 

first half in the Mapei Stadium, with 
juve keeper Wojciech Szczsesny 
demonstrating quick reflexes to 
save Hirving Lozano’s diving header 
just before the half-hour mark.

Federico Bernardeschi came off 
the bench after the break in place 
of Federico Chiesa and immediately 
had an impact.

juventus piled on the pressure af-
ter an hour when ronaldo was sent 
through on goal and defender Ko-
stas Manolas almost deflected the 
ball into his own net.

But the five-time Ballon d’Or win-
ner made the most of the resulting 
corner, with the ball bouncing off 
Tiemoue Bakayoko and into the path 
of the unmarked Portuguese forward 
to fire in his 20th goal of the season.

napoli had a chance to equalise 
from the spot after Weston McKen-
nie fouled Dries Mertens, but Insig-
ne wasted the opportunity by drag-
ging a woeful effort wide.

Szczsesny pulled off another late 
save before a last-gasp Morata goal 
sealed victory.

“We all lost together, not because 
of Lorenzo’s penalty. Let’s move on,” 
said Gattuso, 43, whose side beat ju-
ventus in last season’s Italian Cup.

“In the first half there was a bit of 
fear. I don’t remember juve’s serious 
chances today.

“We could have done better, but the 
match is very similar to the one seven 
months ago. In fact, we suffered more 
seven months ago than today.” AFP

Financial restraints limit Europe top clubs’ transfer activities
aS THE january transfer win-
dow enters its final stretch, 
Europe’s top clubs are sitting 
tight with financial restraints 
exacerbated by the coronavi-
rus pandemic leading to a 
downturn in player movement 
worldwide.

For the first time in a decade, 
the number of international 
transfers dropped from the 
previous year, by 5.4 per cent, 
as total transfer fees plum-
meted by almost a quarter – a 
downward trend the direct 
result of the global health cri-
sis, FIFa said in its annual 
report this week.

English clubs again dwarfed 
the spending of their rivals on 
the continent, accounting for 
$1.63 billion of the overall 
$5.63 billion outlay in 2020 – 
more than double the com-
bined $731.5 million paid by 
Italian clubs.

However, the Premier 
League’s leading sides have 
been unusually quiet this 
month, keeping their powder 
dry in what is typically regarded 
as a seller’s market and often a 
time for stopgap measures.

It is a pattern consistent 
across Europe, with the big-
gest move of the winter so far 
surprisingly ajax’s club-record 
€22.5 million ($27.5 million) 
signing of Ivory Coast interna-
tional Sebastien Haller from 
West Ham.

The transfer deadline is still 
more than a week off and tra-
dition dictates activity ramps 
up in the closing days, but the 
increasingly perilous financ-
es in the game suggest big-
money signings are unlikely 
to happen.

“I know perfectly well the 
financial limits at the club,” 
said Barcelona coach ronald 
Koeman, who may have to 
wait until the summer to sign 
defender Eric Garcia on a free 
transfer from Manchester 
City.

“any coach looks at january 
and thinks about how they can 
improve the team and I am the 
same.

“What I have done is make a 
plan of outs and people that 
could possibly come in. If it’s 
not possible we continue with 
what we have.”

new regulations for Eu 
nationals introduced under 
Brexit will further complicate 
matters, while French clubs 
are counting the substantial 
cost of the collapse of the 
league’s TV rights deal with 
Mediapro.

With the 2019-20 Ligue 1 
season curtailed and the loss 
of revenue from the absence 
of spectators, the league is 
scrambling to find a new pri-
mary broadcast partner to 
avoid additional damage after 
the dissolution of a record deal 

worth €800 million ($970 mil-
lion) a year.

Dwindling return for French 
clubs

French clubs raked in $398.1 
million from the sale of players 
to England in 2019. That figure 
fell to $216.4 last year follow-
ing the outbreak of the Covid-
19 pandemic, and challenges 
posed by the new points-based 
system in Britain could reduce 
business even more.

“after Covid and Mediapro, 
it’s sort of like the third layer 
on the bread,” said Stephane 
Canard, president of the 
national union of Sports 
agents (SnaS).

The union that represents 
France’s top-flight clubs, Pre-
miere Ligue, believes the 
shake-up – which will prevent 
English clubs from signing 
players under the age of 18 
from abroad while capping 
overseas transfers – could 
change some things for the 
better at home.

“It’s going to force French 
football to think up another 
model, and it’s perhaps an 
opportunity. We can maybe 
keep our young players a little 
longer, give them longer con-
tracts,” the union said.

The Premier League’s net 
spend of around £800 million  
($1.1 billion) last summer was 
the second-highest on record 

in a single window, but the 
continuing absence of sup-
porters has left the biggest 
clubs desperate to offload 
players to trim bloated squads 
and cut wage bills.

aston Villa are reportedly in 
negotiations over Marseille 
midfielder Morgan Sanson, 
but some of the most notable 
moves include Mario Mand-

zukic joining aC Milan as a 
free agent and Mesut Ozil 
heading to Fenerbahce after 
being frozen out at arsenal.

rB Leipzig signed Hungary 
star Dominik Szoboszlai from 
feeder club Salzburg while Luka 
jovic has returned to Eintracht 
Frankfurt on loan from real 
Madrid, with Moussa Dembele 
going to La Liga leaders atletico 

Madrid from Lyon.
Borussia Dortmund’s Erling 

Braut Haaland is a man in 
demand and Dele alli could be 
set for a reunion with Mauricio 
Pochettino at Paris Saint-Ger-
main, but it remains to be seen 
how far clubs are willing to 
extend themselves this month 
given the numerous obstacles 
working against them. AFP

Juventus’ Italian defender Giorgio Chiellini (front, fourth from left) lifts the winners’ trophy to celebrate with teammates after beating 
Napoli to win the Italian Super Cup (Supercoppa italiana) football match against Napoli on Wednesday at the Mapei stadium - Citta 
del Tricolore in Reggio Emilia. AFP

Manchester United’s Dutch defender Timothy Fosu-Mensah plays the ball in the English Premier League 
football match against Crystal Palace at Old Trafford in Manchester, north west England, on September 19 
last year. Fosu-Mensah has joined Bayer Leverkusen, it was announced on Wednesday. POOL/AFP
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