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Economic 
diplomacy 
strategies 
prioritised 
Niem Chheng

M
INISTER of Foreign 
Affairs and Interna-
tional Cooperation 
Prak Sokhonn on Janu-

ary 18 announced the launch of the 
“Economic Diplomacy Strategy 
(EDS) for 2021-2023” as a framework 
for future diplomatic and cultural 
initiatives. Sokhonn also unveiled a 
collection of traditional recipes 
dubbed The Taste of Angkor. 

The new strategy prioritises eco-
nomic issues and instructs diplomats 
to move beyond traditional diplo-
macy and seek opportunities for the 
country’s economic diversification.

Speaking at the event, Sokhonn 
said the EDS was developed over the 
course of two years and focused on 
four goals consisting of the promo-
tion of the tourism sector, interna-
tional trade, foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) and fostering cultural 
exchanges – including the showcas-
ing of Khmer foods.

He said the ministry will promote 
existing mechanisms to attract FDI, 
expand bilateral and multilateral trade 
and entice tourists to visit by exhibit-
ing Cambodia culture abroad. 

To this end, the ministry is training 
a new generation of professional 

diplomats who will actively promote 
national interests across all sectors. 

Sokhonn said: “This EDS is 
designed to contribute to strength-
ening economic growth, reducing 
dependency on foreign aid and pro-
moting Cambodia’s interests in the 
region and around the world.”

In the last two years, the ministry 
has made efforts to promote eco-
nomic diplomacy through develop-
ing human resources and produce 
materials for a public awareness 
campaign sharing information about 
the nation’s economy, trade, invest-
ment opportunities and tourism. 

These materials will be used by 
diplomats when meeting political 
leaders, business people and inter-
national visitors. The materials are 
also intended for use during trade 
and culture fairs and forums with 
foreign companies. 

Sokhonn described Cambodia as 
bearing the brunt of the Covid-19 
pandemic as well as geopolitical con-
flicts between superpowers and the 20 
per cent suspension of the EU’s Eve-
rything but Arms’ (EBA) trade scheme.

But strategies put in place by the 
government would facilitate stark 
reforms to draw investors and help

Navalny decries ‘mockery of justice’

Gov’t: Kingdom’s sovereign debt manageable

RUSSIAN opposition leader Alexei 
Navalny said on January 18 that he 
was facing a “mockery of justice” as 
police in Moscow organised a make-
shift court hearing a day after his 
dramatic airport arrest.

With calls growing in the West for 
Navalny’s release, he was brought into 
a courtroom set up at the police sta-
tion in Khimki on the outskirts of Mos-
cow where he was taken following his 
detention on the night of January 17.

Aides said Navalny, who returned to 

Russia for the first time since being poi-
soned with a nerve agent in August, was 
denied access to his lawyers and noti-
fied at the last minute of the hearing.

His team released a video of an 
incredulous Navalny at the hearing.

“I’ve seen a lot of mockery of jus-
tice... but they have ripped up and 
thrown away” Russia’s criminal code, 
Navalny said. “This is impossible. It’s 
ultimate lawlessness.”

Police seized the 44-year-old, the 
most prominent opponent of Presi-

dent Vladimir Putin, at a border con-
trol post at Moscow’s Sheremetyevo 
airport less than an hour after he 
returned to Russia, in defiance of 
warnings he would be arrested.

Russia’s FSIN prison service said it 
had detained Navalny for violating 
the terms of a suspended sentence he 
was given in 2014, on fraud charges 
he says were politically motivated.

Navalny is also facing potential new

May Kunmakara

A SENIOR official at the Ministry of 
Economy and Finance described 
Cambodia’s level of public debt as 
manageable and allowing flexibility 
for further borrowing to meet the 
country’s development needs. 

The assertion followed an outlook 
report by international ratings agen-
cy Moody’s Investors Service, which 
assessed nations’ external indebted-

ness. The January 12 report pointed 
out that the recent rise in Cambodia’s 
sovereign debt – as well as that of 
other countries like Bangladesh and 
Fiji – was driven by concessional lines 
of financing extended by the interna-
tional community. 

“Given comparatively low exter-
nal debt and low annual debt servic-
ing requirements, external vulner-
ability risks for these sovereign 
[states] will remain contained even 

as current account balances may 
continue to deteriorate given the 
fragile outlook for remittances and 
tourism,” said Moody’s. 

Moody’s noted that many emerging 
and frontier market countries in the 
region have rebuilt reserves as market 
conditions have eased, surpassing 
pre-pandemic peaks in some cases. 

However, reserve adequacy remains 
weak for Laos, Mongolia, Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka, whose cross-border 

debt repayments – including for non-
concessional borrowings such as 
from Chinese Policy Banks – remain 
large relative to foreign reserves. 

“In these cases, sustaining access 
to cross-border funding markets or 
external liquidity assistance will 
depend highly on commitment to, 
and demonstrated traction on, 
reform and greater macroeconomic 
and fiscal stability,” it added. 

Finance ministry spokesman Meas 

Soksensan told The Post that Cam-
bodia was not in a vulnerable posi-
tion with regard to foreign debt. He 
said the government has proper laws 
restricting debt levels which cur-
rently allow it to borrow in accord-
ance with prevailing principles of 
public debt management.

In particular, he said the quantity 
of borrowing must remain affordable
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out of the mud
a farmer picks lotus flowers on his farm in Kandal province’s Lvea em district on january 15. HENG CHIVOAN



Kim Sarom

A MARRIED couple has been 
sent to court following their 
arrest in Treak commune of 
Tbong Khmum province’s 
Memot district on January 16 
for allegedly hiding the gun 
used by the suspect in the shoot-
ing death of a senior Phnom 
Penh municipal police official 
in the capital last month. 

Phnom Penh municipal dep-
uty police chief Song Ly said 
the suspects are a 32-year-old 
woman and her 31-year-old 
husband from Dak Por village 
of Memot district’s Treak com-
mune. They were both sent to 
the Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court on January 18.

“We didn’t send them to the 
provincial court because they 
are connected to a more seri-
ous crime committed in 
Phnom Penh. Both are involved 
with illegal possession of 
weapons,” he said.

Memot district police chief 
Hong Kim Hoeun said the cou-
ple had hidden a weapon used 
by 38-year-old Ear Naren, who 
allegedly killed Reth Sinath, 
the deputy chief of the munic-
ipal police’s minor crime 
bureau, in a homicide that 
stemmed from a hit-and-run 

in the capital’s Por Sen Chey 
district on December 30. 

Hoeun said the district 
authorities had provided sup-
port to the Ministry of Interi-
or’s Criminal Police Depart-
ment and the Phnom Penh 
municipal police.

Treak commune police chief 
Preap Phearath said the cou-

ple had confessed on January 
17 that a few days prior to their 
arrest, Naren, who was on the 
run, had visited their home for 
about three hours. 

During the visit, the couple 
said Naren had handed over 
one pistol to the husband who 
buried it under a duck cage 
behind the house.

Phearath said the couple 
had previously been in contact 
with Naren to purchase drugs 
and that they had made regu-
lar appointments with him for 
this purpose. 

The couple, Phearath said, 
had claimed they did not sell 
drugs in the area of Treak com-
mune, but had often distrib-

uted drugs in other communes 
within Memot district.

“In the past, we suspected 
these two were up to something 
but we couldn’t arrest them 
because we didn’t have any evi-
dence. But now we’ve got them 
on charges of storing an illegal 
weapon and we know they were 
trafficking drugs. Police confis-
cated the pistol and also a scale 
for weighing drugs,” he said.

Kratie province’s Sambo district 
police chief Bun Chhoeun said 
the search for Naren was con-
ducted jointly by the interior 
ministry’s criminal police 
department and provincial 
police in Kratie and Stung Treng.

Chhoeun said the operation 
was divided to search multiple 
targets because the O’Kandear 
area in O’Krieng commune’s 
O’Preah village of Kratie’s 
Sambo district – where Naren 
was hiding – was on the border 
of three provinces. 

He said when officers even-
tually found Naren, they 
ordered him to surrender but 
the fugitive opened fire on 
them instead. The officers 
then fired back in self-defence, 
killing him at approximately 
5:30pm on January 15.

“Our officers fired in self-de-
fence. One of their bullets struck 

his head and he died instantly 
at the scene,” Chhoeun said.

According to the police report, 
the murder case stemmed from 
a car accident in Phnom Penh 
in the early hours of December 
30. Naren was with his friend Ke 
Chanmean, 25, who was driv-
ing him home in a Lexus cross-
over after drinking heavily ear-
lier that night. 

When they arrived at the scene 
on Russian Boulevard near the 
Phnom Penh International Air-
port, Chanmean rear-ended 
Sinath’s pick-up and fled.

Sinath gave chase and pulled 
them over shortly after. After 
an argument over restitution, 
Naren shot Sinath several 
times before fleeing the scene 
in the crossover. 

The police arrested Chanmean 
a few days later in Battambang 
province and sent him to the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Court. 
He was charged as an accomplice 
to murder and drug trafficking. 

During questioning, Chan-
mean confessed and identified 
Naren as the trigger-man in 
the shooting of Sinath.

Naren was on the run through 
Ratanakkiri, Mondulkiri, and 
Stung Treng provinces until he 
was eventually tracked down 
and killed in Kratie province.
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restore the country’s economy.
“The situation clearly shows us that 

we need to change the way we work 
by moving from traditional diplo-
macy to a strategy that focuses on the 
promotion of economy, culture and 
tourism. That is to say, we will imple-
ment a foreign policy which places 
prosperity as its core priority. No 
country is successful without priori-
tising economic issues on its diplo-
matic agenda,” Sokhonn said.

He went on to urge all diplomats 
receiving foreign guests to utilise the 
cookbook The Taste of Angkor which 
details more than 30 entrees including 
prahok and amok. The cookbook should 
also be given to guests as a souvenir. 

Cambodian ambassador to South 
Korea Long Dimanche lauded the new 
strategy as providing clear direction. 
With support from the foreign ministry, 
he and other ambassadors had already 
begun applying principles of econom-
ic diplomacy, citing as an example 
information about the investment 
atmosphere in the Kingdom he had 
provided to entrepreneurs in South 
Korea’s private sector.

“In order for us to implement these 
four strategies, we require clear 
instructions and policies with regard 
to the substance of what economic 
diplomacy entails. This is why this 
strategy paper is important,” he said.

Kin Phea, director of the Royal Academy 
of Cambodia’s International Relations 
Institute, said the transition to econom-
ic diplomacy is necessary because dip-
lomats must represent Cambodia not 
only on a political field but also with 
reference to the economy, so as to 
attract more investors to the nation. 

“We see that the foreign ministry is 
making efforts to build the capacity 
of diplomats. They will represent 
Cambodian interests in all sectors, 
not limited to politics, economy, cul-
ture and education,” he said.

Diplomats to
promote The 
Taste of Angkor 

Ministry outlines measures for 
schools used as quarantine sites
Voun Dara

M
INISTER of Educa-
tion, youth and Sports 
Hang Chuon Naron 
has introduced addi-

tional measures for schools that are 
being used as quarantine centres, 
especially schools in the provinces 
bordering Thailand and Vietnam, to 
ensure education for every student 
in the new academic year.

In three border provinces – Battam-
bang, Banteay Meanchey and Oddar 
Meanchey – 42 schools are being used 
as quarantine centres, according to a 
top education department official.

The additional measures were 
introduced in a meeting chaired by 
Chuon Naron on January 14. Some 
of the measures include inspect-
ing and consolidating educational 
institutions to enable students to 
attend school. 

Affected provinces must conduct 
a study and submit a proposal to the 
education ministry for review.

The minister also requested au-
thorities in border provinces to take 
additional measures to manage and 
monitor migrants.

Banteay Meanchey provincial edu-
cation department director Chhou 
Bunroeung said that in his province, 
16 schools are currently being used 
as quarantine centres including eight 
high schools, four primary schools, 
and four kindergartens with around 
13,000 students being impacted.

“We’ve reduced the impact by 
moving the students whose schools 
are being used for quarantine to 
other schools nearby,” he said.

According to Bunroeung, the 
students whose schools are being 
used as quarantine centres could 
not attend school on January 11, 
the opening day of the school year, 
but there was only a one-week de-
lay to arrange for those students to 

transfer to another school.
Oddar Meanchey provincial edu-

cation department director Pech Ra-
tana said students in the 15 schools 
that were being used as quarantine 
centres in his province were also 
transferred to other schools.

“We’ve allocated additional study 
time to them. In addition, we also allo-
cated more time for distance learning 
students and distributed additional 
study materials to them,” he said.

Battambang Provincial Adminis-
tration spokesman Soeum Bunrith 
said there are currently 11 schools 
in the province that are being used 
as quarantine centres and that the 
province has also moved their af-

fected students to different schools.
“[We] have met the department of 

education to divide up the students 
who are from the schools being used 
as quarantine centres and send 
them to other schools in a nearby 
village or commune. The children 
are studying in shifts in the morning 
and the evening,” he said.

Education ministry spokesman 
Ros Soveacha said that during the 
2020-21 school year the ministry 
will continue to work to control and 
prevent the spread of Covid-19 by 
requiring students to be educated 
about Covid-19 prevention mea-
sures and good health practices.

“In general, students have to follow 

a short curriculum that uses multiple 
learning approaches – students study 
in the classroom as well as through 
distance learning and self-study ac-
companied by worksheets and brief 
lessons. Everyone must continue to 
strictly implement the existing health 
safety measures,” he said.

According to Soveacha, as of Janu-
ary 13 the provinces where schools 
are being used as quarantine centres 
are Banteay Meanchey, Battambang, 
Oddar Meanchey, Preah Vihear, Pur-
sat, Kampot and Tbong Khmum. 

“A total of 41 schools are being 
used as quarantine centres includ-
ing 24 secondary schools and 12 pri-
mary schools,” he added.

A school used as a quarantine centre in Banteay Meanchey province’s Serei Sophoan town.  b.M. provincial hall 

A Tbong Khmum couple arrested for aiding a fugitive who murdered a senior police officer. Fresh news

Couple arrested for hiding gun used in police murder
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Long Kimmarita

THE japanese embassy in Cambodia 
has provided more than $200,000 
through their Grant assistance for 
Grassroots Human Security Projects 
(KuSanOnE) to improve fire-fight-
ing capabilities in the capital. 

The grant agreement was signed on 
january 18 between japanese ambas-
sador to Cambodia Masahiro Mikami 
and Phnom Penh municipal gover-
nor Khuong Sreng. 

Municipal hall spokesman Meth 
Meas Pheakdey told The Post that the 
grant will provide added security and 
safety to Phnom Penh residents by 
helping to prevent and put out fires. 

“I thank the ambassador for show-
ing us the generous hearts of the 
japanese people. This grant shows 
the love, consideration and care of 
the japanese people for the residents 
of Phnom Penh,” he said.

Mikami said this grant will go 
towards the purchase of a fire engine 
with a 40m high ladder which will be 
the first of its kind ever used in Phnom 
Penh. It will also cover a chemical-
equipped fire engine and two water-
pumping fire engines. 

Mikami said a training programme 
on the operation and maintenance 
of this fire-fighting equipment will be 
provided. 

This will help Cambodian fire-fight-
ers respond to any fires in the increas-
ingly common high-rise buildings of 
Phnom Penh, as well as to incidents 
involving hazardous materials in a 
fast and efficient manner.

“This improves safety and protects 
the property of the approximately 
400,000 residents of Phnom Penh, 
along with the city’s many visiting 
tourists and business travellers from 
around the world,” he said.

Mikami added that a memoran-
dum of understanding (Mou) 
between the municipal hall and 
japan’s Safety Sakura Service Co Ltd 
to achieve improvements in the fire-
fighting and rescue capabilities of 
the Phnom Penh Fire Brigade was 
also signed along with the grant 
agreement. 

The municipal administration, the 
fire brigade and Safety Sakura Service 
Co Ltd will collaborate with the aim 
of further strengthening their rela-
tionship and improving Cambodia’s 
fire-fighting capabilities based on the 
terms of the Mou.

San Chey, the executive director of 
the affiliated network for Social 
accountability, said in the past extin-
guishing fires in Phnom Penh and the 
provinces had involved many differ-
ent organisations and individuals 
from police forces on over to branch-
es of the military. 

“Cambodia’s emergency response 
to fires still has a lot of problems. Eve-
rything needs to improve. Especially 
when responding to house fires the 
focus has to be on helping the victims 
and extinguishing the fires immedi-
ately before they spread,” he said.  

Concerning the grant, Chey wel-
comed the assistance but hoped that 
the government and its japanese 
development partners would go fur-
ther in their efforts than the provision 
of new equipment and engage in the 
reforms necessary to create a system 
that adequately protect all lives and 
property from dangerous fires.

PM asks India for vaccine help 
Mom Kunthear

P
rIME Minister Hun Sen is 
seeking assistance from India 
for the provision of Covid-19 
vaccines as the country has 

produced its own vaccine which is 
scheduled to be rolled out to more 
than 300 million Indians this year. 

The request was made during his 
meeting with new Indian ambassa-
dor to Cambodia Devyani uttamk-
hobragade.

uttamkhobragade congratulated 
Hun Sen and the Cambodian gov-
ernment for their excellent results to 
date in the campaign to prevent the 
spread of Covid-19 in the country.

The prime minister in turn con-
gratulated India on the country’s 
successful production of Covid-19 
vaccines. 

He then requested that India do-
nate Covid-19 vaccines to Cambo-
dia to help save Cambodian lives 
because even with the Covid-19 
vaccines recently donated by China, 
the Kingdom would still need mil-
lions of additional doses to protect 
the whole nation. 

uttamkhobragade said she would 
relay this request for assistance to 
her government. 

Last weekend, Hun Sen an-
nounced that China had offered to 
provide one million doses of Covid-
19 vaccine to Cambodia and that 
he had decided to accept the offer 
despite the vaccine not yet having 
WHO approval due to the urgency 
of the situation. 

He also vowed to be the first Cam-
bodian immunised with the vaccine 
in order to build public confidence 
in its safety.

Separately, while visiting refer-
ral hospitals in Banteay Meanchey, 
Battambang and Pailin provinces, 
Ministry of Health spokeswoman Or 
Vandine expressed her appreciation 
for Cambodia’s doctors and nurses 
who had worked so hard to keep the 

situation under control after the in-
flux of Covid-19 patients returning 
from Thailand. 

Vandine also urgently requested that 
all medical professionals in the border 
provinces increase their level of per-
sonal safety measures and precautions 
while treating Covid-19 patients.

“What we have observed across 
these three provincial health depart-
ments are courageous efforts even 
past the point of exhaustion, physi-
cally and mentally, day and night. 

“This hard work is necessary be-
cause we must control the points 
of entry, check every returning mi-
grant’s health and ensure they are 
placed in quarantine. 

“Everything – all of our efforts – 
depend on this,” she said in an in-

terview from Pailin province.
On january 18, a 38-year-old Cam-

bodian worker who returned from 
Thailand on the night of january 17 
via Chambok border checkpoint in 
Banteay Meanchey province’s Malai 
district died after he fell and hit his 
head on a rock while he was off re-
lieving himself just prior to board-
ing an army vehicle to go to a quar-
antine centre.

In a press release later that day, the 
provincial administration explained 
that after the 38-year-old had fallen 
down, another worker who had ac-
companied him helped the man into a 
vehicle. The deceased said he felt very 
tired after drinking two cans of beer. 

One of the police officers on hand 
recognised his fatigue as a possible 

sign of concussion and the worker 
was immediately sent to Malai District 
referral Hospital. The doctors stitched 
up the injury to his head and kept him 
at the hospital for observation.

Overnight, the worker said he felt 
dizzy and then vomited until he lost 
consciousness. The doctors tried to 
stabilise his condition while rushing 
him to the better-equipped Poipet 
Town referral Hospital but he died 
on the way there, according to the 
press release.

Provincial officials confirmed 
that the worker had not died due to 
Covid-19, but from an accidental in-
jury to his head.  

as of january 18, Cambodia had 
recorded a total of 439 Covid-19 cas-
es with 53 still hospitalised.

Ministry set to impose new tax regime 
Long Kimmarita

BEGInnInG this year, the Ministry 
of Economy and Finance is impos-
ing a new tax regime with focus on 
four sectors of the economy, claim-
ing that the procedures will ensure 
that all kinds of taxes will be col-
lected more effectively. 

Prakas dated january 15 will imple-
ment classification of taxpayers 
through a self-declaration system, 
the ministry said, specifying the agri-
culture, industry, service and com-
merce sectors as targets of the regula-
tions with liabilities to be based on 
the scale of annual turnover by com-
panies in each sector. 

“This prakas was intended to cate-
gorise taxpayers using self-declara-
tions to make management consistent 
and collect all kinds of taxes effec-
tively, transparently and equally in 
accordance with the growth of the 
nation’s economy,” the ministry said.

The ministry explained that taxpayers 
would be classified into three categories 
– small, medium and large taxpayers.  

Small taxpayers include private and 
co-owned enterprises with annual 
revenues of between 250 million and 
one billion riel ($61,700 and $245,000); 
businesses in the agriculture, services 
or commerce sectors and those with 
annual revenues of 250 million and 
1.6 billion riel; industrial sector and 
private and co-owned enterprises 
with annual revenues of 60 million riel 
and up for three months in a row.

For medium-tier taxpayers, the min-
istry included individuals with annual 
incomes of one to eight billion riel in 
the four specialised sectors as well as 
registered enterprises and legal enti-
ties, representative offices, state insti-
tutions, associations, national and 
international nGOs and diplomatic 
missions and foreign consulates.

In cases where taxpayer declarations 
do not reflect their visible turnover, the 
General Department of Taxation has 
the right to re-classify taxpayers based 
on the value of assets used in the busi-
ness of each enterprise.

Finance minister aun Porn-
moniroth explained in the letter that 

the re-classification of taxpayers was 
based on asset income values with 
three classifications – small, medium 
and large taxpayers. 

“Small taxpayers in the sectors of 
agriculture, services and commerce 
are considered to have annual busi-
ness asset incomes of 200 million to 
one billion riel, and small taxpayers 
in the industrial sector have annual 
business assets of 200 million riel up 
to two billion riel,” he said.

For medium taxpayers, he said: 
“These have annual business asset 
incomes of one to two billion riel for 
the sectors of agriculture, services and 
commerce or assets of two to four bil-

lion riel for the industrial sector.”
The minister added that large tax-

payers were enterprises with annual 
business asset incomes of two to four 
billion riel for these four sectors.

Transparency International Cam-
bodia executive director Pech Pisey 
said on january 17 that the classifica-
tion of taxpayers via a self-declara-
tion regime would better facilitate tax 
collection and improve revenues.

Pisey cautioned, however, that the 
ministry should conduct further study 
of the measures and examine the pos-
sibility of tax breaks at this time, par-
ticularly for small and medium enter-
prises which have faced serious 
downturns during the Covid-19 crisis. 

He explained that with the partial 
withdrawal of the Eu’s Everything 
but arms (EBa) trade scheme and the 
expiry of the uS’ Generalised System 
of Preferences (GSP), the government 
should instead look to provide more 
financing to ensure that affected 
businesses can remain operational.

an upwards of 90 per cent of the 
country’s workforce could poten-
tially face job losses or scaled-back 
earnings, Pisey warned.

“I don’t dare conclude that the min-
istry delay or not delay collecting 
taxes from these sectors, but it should 
study the impacts clearly. If small and 
medium companies have to carry 
such serious burdens that they can-
not continue operations, then it 
could affect people across the coun-
try,” he said.

japanese aid 
to improve 
firefighting 
capabilities

Indian ambassador to Cambodia Devyani Uttamkhobragade (left) and Prime Minister Hun Sen. Spm

Finance ministry is imposing a new tax regime beginning this year. Hong menea
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Governors told to demolish illegal fencing
Nov Sivutha 

P
rIME Minister Hun 
Sen has instructed 
municipal and provin-
cial governors across 

the country to take measures 
against any individuals who 
build fences that encroach on 
state land and affect public in-
terests in their localities. 

The prime minister gave 
these instructions after receiv-
ing reports about  disputes 
caused by illegal fences that 
have blocked public roads.

“Local authorities should 
have removed the fences once 
the [perpetrators] started 
building them. These fence 
builders [who] blocked public 
roads should have been edu-
cated or subjected to adminis-
trative [penalties],” he said.

On january 15, Kep pro-
vincial governor Som Piseth 
ordered his officials to tear 
down stone fences and steel 
gates along a road in O’Krasar 
commune’s Damnak Cham-
bak village in Kep town. 

“The fences and gates had 
been built illegally to 
block the road used 
by people from 
the salt 

marsh areas,” Piseth said.
The prime minster praised 

the measures by the provincial 
governor that were taken in 
consideration of the local com-
munity’s common interests. 

“We must not let one or two 
individuals undermine the in-
terests of the public and cause 
strife. We must solve such prob-
lems in all provinces,” he said.

neither government 
spokesman Phay Siphan nor 
Piseth could not be reached 
for comment on january 17.  

But Piseth said earlier on 
january 15: “The removal of 
the fences and gates was to 
revert [things] to their original 
state and keep the roads 
open for public use.” 

Piseth also called 
on the general public 
not to follow the bad 
example of the fence 
builders.

Equitable Cambodia 
executive director Eang 
Vuthy said on january 17 
that cases of dis-
putes involv-
ing public 

land have con-
tinued across 
the country with 

the involvement 
of the powerful 
and wealthy as 
well as ordinary 
people. 

He said they 
had illegally built 
fences to sur-

round the land to claim it as 
their own which is against the 
public interest. 

He also expressed concern 
over transferring state land 
ownership to private indi-
viduals because this results in 
the loss of public access. He 
said if  the national govern-
ment is slow to solve these 
land matters then they should 

be delegated to the provincial 
authorities to find solutions.

“When state land is en-
croached on by private inter-
ests it affects everyone who 
relies on the land for their 
livelihoods. This doesn’t need 
to be fixed by the top leader-
ship. Provincial governors 
should figure out how to solve 
this on their own,” he said.

Kep provincial authorities are working to prevent private parties from taking over public 
lands.  Kep provincial administration
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Park slated for eco-tourism, 
grad student field research

BookLab teaches children social skills

Nov Sivutha

T
HE royal academy of 
Cambodia (raC) has 
laid out plans to de-
velop the Techo Sen 

russey Treb Park in Preah Vi-
hear province’s Chheb district 
into an eco-tourism destina-
tion with a research facility 
for students to complete their 
master’s and doctoral theses. 

at a press conference on 
january 18, raC president Sok 
Touch said students from the 
academy do not sit for final ex-
ams but instead have to write 
a thesis before they graduate. 
Students will have to study the 
technique of growing crops, 
processing and relevant mar-
kets in the park. 

He said in the past, raC has 
never conducted research on 
these matters, including the 
recent duck egg production 
challenge. The eggs are not 
available in the market and 
cannot be processed. raC 
made a mistake by not re-
searching this, he said.

“In order to write a book, we 
need experience [and original 
content]. But, there are many 
students who plagiarise [the 
work of others], especially 
those who write doctoral the-
ses. Doctoral students who do 
agricultural research about 
animals must go to the park 
for field study. 

“[The requirements are the 
same] when it comes to the 
environment, they have to 
be on the ground to conduct 
research. They must not pla-
giarise the research or study 

results of others.
“We wanted to turn this 

area into a [facility for various 
field of] studies including ag-
riculture, environment, tour-
ism and society. This will help 
future graduates apply theo-
ries they learnt for practical 
use,” he said. 

In addition to developing 
the area into a research facil-
ity, the Techo Sen russey Treb 
Park will be transformed into 
a recreational centre for do-
mestic and international tour-
ists. This will create jobs and 
generate income for locals, so 
they will not need to do log-

ging and trade the timber.
Touch added that the focus 

of the plans is tourism, includ-
ing eco- and cultural tourism, 
agricultural produce, and 
bungalows for elderly people.  

He said he is currently look-
ing for investors to develop the 
area into a tourist attraction, 
without affecting trees or other 
natural resources in the forest.

Lor Chan, provincial coor-
dinator for rights group ad-
hoc, supported the plans. He 
said the area is rich in natural 
resources with potential for 
agricultural and tourism ac-
tivities to benefit locals. 

“It is not a problem if there 
are serious development 
plans. But if the state land is 
converted into private land, as 
a result [of the development], 
it doesn’t serve the interests 
of locals. People continued 
logging timbers and poaching 
animals for businesses, which 
affect natural resources and 
wildlife,” he said.

The Techo Sen russey Treb 
Park was established by a 
sub-decree dated april 17, 
2014.  Located in Chheb dis-
trict’s Chheb I and Chheb II 
communes, the park covers 
114.35sq km.

Voun Dara

THE asia Foundation with support from 
Smart axiata has launched BookLab – a 
children’s book creation event to pro-
duce 10 children’s storybooks, laying out 
different situations and problems for 
young readers to learn and explore.

The event, themed How do I feel?” 
is about social and emotional learn-
ing (SEL), with the purpose of helping 
children recognise and manage their 
emotions, especially during the unprec-
edented Covid-19 crisis.

according to the press release on january 
17, the storybooks will help children to un-
derstand their emotions and responses. 

The books will present situations and 

problems for young readers to learn and 
explore, and make responsible and car-
ing decisions in different situations. un-
derstanding emotions and responding 
to different situations is at the heart of 
human development and their learning.

The asia Foundation country repre-
sentative, Meloney Lindberg, said that 
when it comes to social and emotional 
learning, there are five broad, interrelat-
ed areas of competence: self-awareness, 
self-management, social awareness, 
relationship skills and responsible deci-
sion-making. 

“Each of the 10 children’s storybooks 
for this BookLab addresses these com-
petencies,” she said.

She gave an example of one of the 

10 stories that would be created – “I’m 
Scared” – a story depicting Dara, a young 
boy who is afraid to go to school by him-
self for the first time.  

Dara normally goes to school with his 
sister every day. One day his sister falls sick 
and Dara is not sure if he can go alone.

In his mind, Dara thinks: “My sister is 
not going to school with me. What if I 
go alone and other kids will make fun of 
me? What if I go alone and other kids try 
to take my money or my snack? ... But I 
want to learn … but…”.

This will help children unpack their 
emotions and help them develop strate-
gies to build their confidence”, Meloney 
explained. 

according to her, to better demonstrate 
SEL to young readers and promote creativ-
ity and imagination, the BookLab writers 
are using new characters, techniques and 
writing styles to engage the readers.

She said that in the planning stage of 
BookLab, The asia Foundation’s “Let’s 
read Initiative” recruited 10 writers and 
trained them on children’s storybook writ-
ing through a series of capacity develop-
ment workshops, including skills such as 
narrative design and descriptive writing. 

The writers have been supported and 
mentored along the way by experienced 
local editors with solid local expertise.

Smart axiata head of corporate affairs 
Tivea Koam said the telecoms company 
believe that through reading, children will 
be able to tap into their full potential. 

“Through the journeys of the charac-
ters in the books, children will discover 
new ways to navigate social interactions 
and become better at processing nega-
tive emotional states,” he said.

Voun Dara

THE research Creativity and 
Innovation Fund (rCI Fund) 
are assessing 621 proposals 
from 15 public and private 
higher educational institu-
tions with faculty members 
who have applied for fund-
ing to write Khmer-language 
textbooks for use in higher 
education courses. 

a press release from the 
Ministry of Education, youth 
and Sport said the rCI Fund 
has sent a letter of response 
to 13 of the 15 higher educa-
tional institutions and is still 
in the process of examining 
the applications from the 
other two institutions.

The press release said four 
of the higher educational in-
stitutions that had all together 
proposed a total of 196 text-
book titles had already pro-
vided the rCI Fund with the 
full documentation required 
for them which includes a 
synopsis of each textbook, 
an outline of the proposed 
book’s contents with chapter 
titles and subheadings, and a 
course description. 

This documentation had al-
ready been assessed and ap-
proved for submission by the 
science council or education 
council at each of the high-
er educational institutions 
where the aspiring textbook 
authors were employed. 

“The rCI Fund is examining 
these documents and after-
wards expects to be able to go 
forward with signing agree-
ments to provide financial as-
sistance,” the ministry said.

The ministry’s statement 
also expressed great appre-
ciation and admiration for the 
initiative displayed by mem-
bers of Cambodia’s academic 
community who stepped 
forward and submitted hun-
dreds of highly professional 
and conscientiously prepared 
textbook proposals when 
called upon to contribute to 
this project.  

The purpose of the project is 
to encourage and financially 
underwrite the authorship of 
a wide range of Khmer-lan-
guage textbooks to increase 
the quantity and quality of 
Khmer-language academic re-
sources for higher education 
and to provide equity in study 
resources written in Khmer 
for those studying or doing re-
search at an advanced level. 

Ministry guidelines state 
that in principle, all higher 
educational institutions using 
Khmer as a primary language 
of instruction should have 
Khmer-language textbooks to 
use as the basis for each sub-
ject they teach. 

Specifically, these institu-
tions are expected to have at 
least one Khmer-language 
title available in each course 
subject – if such a book exists 
– and to possess a minimum 
of 12 copies per title in their 
library for use by students 
and faculty. alternately, they 
can also make the title avail-
able electronically in lieu of 
owning hard copies.

The ministry’s press release 
additionally requests that the 
faculty at Cambodia’s public 
and private higher educa-
tional institutions continue 
proposing their ideas for 
textbooks as this will be an 
ongoing programme until 
the funds are exhausted or 
the need for Khmer-language 
textbooks has substantially 
been met.  

Cambodian Higher Educa-
tion association chairman 
Heng Vanda applauded the 
work of the rCI Fund.

“We know that currently the 
education sector is severely 
impacted by the Covid-19 
pandemic. So, the provision 
of these funds to researchers 
and academics in higher edu-
cational institutions will help 
them get by while also serving 
a greater good.”

Education ministry spokes-
man ros Soveacha said the 
provision of these funds is an 
innovative way to meet the 
educational needs of Cam-
bodian students by directly 
incentivising the creation of 
high quality Khmer-language 
academic resources for use in 
higher education.

“The goal of the rCI Fund 
is the promotion of a Khmer-
language-based culture of ac-
ademic research and inspired 
creativity within Cambodia’s 
education sector as a neces-
sary response to the demands 
of the labour market and glo-
balisation,” he said.

The ministries of education 
and Economy and Finance first 
announced their plans to es-
tablish the rCI Fund to under-
write research and authorship 
of Khmer-language textbooks 
for use in higher education on 
October 19 last year.

Ministry commissions   
writers for academic 
materials in Khmer 

Techo Sen Russey Treb Park in Preah Vihear province in November. Sok Touch

The storybooks will help children to understand their emotions and responses. hoNG MENEA
The education ministry is commissioning Khmer-language materials 
for use in higher education course. hoNG MENEA



Hin Pisei 

REVENUES for the state-owned 
and stock-listed Phnom Penh 
Autonomous Port (PPAP) 
topped $29 million last year but 
slid six per cent from 2019 on 
account of a pandemic-related 
slowdown in shipping.

A PPAP press release issued 
last week announced unau-
dited annual revenues for 2020 
totalling $29.48 million, down 
from 2019’s audited figure of 
$31.31 million.

For the whole of last year, the 
PPAP received 2,363 cargo vessel 
voyages, down 1.91 per cent from 
2,409 the previous year. Passen-
ger boat traffic amounting to 126 
voyages represented a decrease 
of 68.26 per cent from 397.

Cargo and gas-fuel shipments 
totalled 3,780,530 tonnes, down 
0.24 per cent from 3,789,464 
tonnes, while the number of 
containers passing through the 
port was 290,857 twenty-foot 
equivalent units (TEUs), an 
increase of 3.49 per cent from 
281,045. Passengers totalled 
9,733, declining 69.87 per cent 
from 32,300.  

PPAP chairman and CEO Hei 
Bavy could not be reached for 
comment on January 18, but he 
recently told local media outlet 
Fresh News that the drop in 
revenues last year was due to 
the widespread effects of the 
Covid-19 situation which 
caused sharp declines in cargo 
shipping and other services.

“The decrease in revenue is 

due to Covid-19, but the port 
is ready to help solve this prob-
lem,” Hei Bavy said.

Cambodia Logistics Associa-
tion (CLA) president Sin 
Chanthy told The Post that the 
crisis has led to a decline in 
global freight and passenger 
activity across all sectors, 
impacting shipping by sea, 
land and air. For Cambodia, 
transport activity declined 
steeply from March to July due 
to factory closures.

Chanthy added, however, that 
shipments in Cambodia began 
to recover from August, especially 
with China, one of the Kingdom’s 
primary trading partners.

“Cambodia is expanding trade 
relations with China, particu-
larly for supplies of raw materi-

als, and shipments resumed 
after China successfully control-
led the outbreak,” he said.

Looking forward at this year, 

Chanthy predicts that “trans-
port activities will begin to 
recover gradually but will not 
rise sharply”.
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,720 16,800 16,900 16,720

2 GTI 3,550 3,200 3,550 3,200

3 PAS 14,000 13,600 14,100 13,600

4 PEPC 2,940 2,900 3,000 2,900

5 PPAP 11,640 11,800 11,800 11,480

6 PPSP 1,480 1,420 1,480 1,410

7 PWSA 6,180 6,300 6,300 6,180

Date: JANUARY 18, 2021

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,072 1.2795 6.4948 103.83 4.0505 1.3335 30.13 0.7661 1.2063 1.3523

Continued from page 1

to the budget and economy. 
Loans must include valuable 
concessions or favourable 
terms. Borrowing must be 
allowed only for priority sec-
tors to sustain economic 
growth and increase capacity 
and productivity.

Furthermore, use of credit 
must be conducted with a high 
degree of transparency, 
accountability, efficiency and 
effectiveness.

Projects financed by credit, 
especially public infrastructure 
investments, must meet high 
standards for production qual-
ity while addressing current 
needs of national development 
and accommodating sustain-
able environmental impacts, 
Soksensan explained.

He added that international 
institutions including the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB), among oth-
ers, have assessed Cambodia’s 
debt to GDP ratio as posing a 
low risk of debt distress to the 
economy, enabling the coun-
try to safely take on additional 
loans as needed.

“If we look back to the 1990s, 
the government relied on for-
eign financing to cover nearly 
80 per cent of its expenses. Now, 
however, that has been reversed, 
and government outlays require 
only 20 per cent financing by 
issuance of foreign debt to cov-
er revenue shortfalls.

“The country has gone from 
financing only 20 per cent of 
its expenses from domestic 
revenues to financing 80 per 
cent domestically,” empha-
sised Soksensan.  

According to the finance min-
istry, from 1993 through the first 
half of 2020, the government 
signed concessional loan agree-
ments with development part-
ners totalling $13.08 billion. 

Spending for infrastructure 
development projects accounts 
for approximately 87 per cent 
of borrowed funds while other 
priority sectors receive the 
remaining 13 per cent.

Domestic 
revenues 
fund 80% 
of budget

www.phnompenhpost.com
check the post website 
for breaking news

Garment sector looks to green energy
Thou Vireak

I
MPLEMENTING sustain-
able clean energy practic-
es in the garment industry 
will make the Kingdom 

an attractive and competitive 
investment destination, ac-
cording to the Global Green 
Growth Institute (GGGI).

GGGI Cambodia country 
representative Karolien Caser-
Diez made the remarks during 
a European Chamber of Com-
merce in Cambodia Breakfast 
Talk on January 14 under the 
theme “How can European 
brands meet other global cli-
mate goals in Cambodia?”

The event brought together 
development partners work-
ing in the field of sustainable 
energy alongside representa-
tives from Adidas and the H&M 
Group, a member of RE100 – 
the global initiative for 100 per 
cent renewable energy. 

Caser-Diez represented 
Switch Garment, an EU 
SWITCH-Asia programme 
jointly implemented by GGGI, 
Group for the Environment, 
Renewable Energy and Soli-
darity (Geres) and the Gar-
ment Manufacturing Associa-
tion in Cambodia (GMAC). 

She engaged with brands 
manufacturing in Cambodia 
about the challenges they face 
in reaching their climate goals. 

Switch Garment promotes 
sustainable energy practices 
in Cambodia’s garment in-

dustry, which employs more 
than 800,000 people and 
drives economic growth.  

GMAC and partners offi-
cially launched a green-tech, 
clean-energy Switch Garment 
project in September last year. 

“Factories that we engage 
with are starting to see that 
greening equals competitive-
ness. Thanks to initiatives like 
the RE100, factories under-
stand that being green is a 
strategic benefit and can help 

them secure contracts with 
international brands,” Caser-
Diez explained.  

According to GGGI’s press 
statement, RE100 joins togeth-
er some of the world’s most in-
fluential businesses, including 
major fashion brands.

In their 2020 Annual Re-
port, RE100 stated that 42 
per cent of new members are 
from the Asia-Pacific region, 
showing that although it has 
some of the most challeng-

ing markets for businesses to 
source renewable energy, it 
also presents some of the big-
gest opportunities for green 
investment and growth. 

Peter Ford, environmental 
sustainability officer for the 
H&M Group in Cambodia, 
Vietnam and Myanmar, out-
lined practical challenges of 
meeting renewable energy 
targets in Cambodia. 

“It is going to be difficult to 
meet RE100 targets in an area 

that is almost entirely coal-
powered,” Peter noted in ref-
erence to Cambodia’s recent 
uptake of coal power.

“Our [H&M Group’s] global 
targets are very clear: climate 
neutral by 2030 and climate 
positive by 2040. Countries 
that can work with us to meet 
those goals instantly become 
more attractive.” 

Climate commitments by 
major brands signal an urgent 
need for change in the Cam-
bodian garment industry. With 
international brands under 
pressure to meet climate tar-
gets, nations that can facilitate 
this will have a competitive 
advantage, GGGI asserted. 

Adidas’s Matthew Arm-
strong urged enterprises to 
see this as an opportunity 
for growth: “Will brands grow 
and invest more if Cambodia 
strengthens its grid towards 
green energy? The answer 
there is a resounding ‘yes’. 

“‘Made in Cambodia’ is a 
brand. Take this as an oppor-
tunity to make this a better 
brand that we can be proud 
of,” he said.

Beyond meeting climate 
targets, the event highlighted 
the potential and demand 
for green jobs in Cambodia. 
GGGI’s economic model-
ing found that increasing 
resource efficiency in the 
nation’s key manufacturing 
industries could create half a 
million jobs by 2030.

garment workers in the sihanoukville special economic Zone. Post staff

Port revenues slide amid shipping slowdown

global shipping volumes are expected to rebound this year. Heng cHivoan



A RESURGENCE in the coro-
navirus pandemic and a 
bumpy start to vaccination 
drives are likely to weigh on 
the minds of European Central 
Bank governors when they 
meet Thursday, but they are 
expected to stop short of tak-
ing fresh action.

The ECB’s 25-member gov-
erning council is likely to leave 
its ultra-loose monetary policy 
unchanged after injecting 
more stimulus into the bat-
tered eurozone economy at 
last month’s meeting.

The Frankfurt institution 
bulked up its pandemic emer-
gency bond-buying pro-
gramme (PEPP) by 500-billion-
euros ($600 billion) to 
1.85-trillion-euros ($2.23 bil-
lion) and prolonged the 
scheme until March 2022.

It also announced more 
ultra-cheap loans for banks.

“Policymakers will be happy 
to sit out the meeting... and 
repeat the mantra that they 
will do whatever is required to 
support the eurozone through 
the pandemic,” said Andrew 
Kenningham at Capital Eco-
nomics. 

Their main concern, he said, 
would be the impact of the 
pandemic on hopes for an 
economic rebound in the first 

quarter of this year.
Many European govern-

ments are reimposing tough 
restrictions to contain a second 
wave of Covid-19 cases, com-
pounded by the emergence of 
new, more contagious strains 
in Britain and South Africa.

Smaller-than-expected 
deliveries of the first batches 
of Covid-19 vaccines, espe-
cially in the European Union, 
have further fuelled fears that 
the pandemic could wreak 
havoc for longer.

The ECB in December fore-
cast economic growth in the 
19-nation euro area at 3.9 per-
cent in 2021, after a fall esti-
mated at 7.3 percent in 2020.

ECB chief Christine Lagarde 
recently said she had “no rea-
sons to believe our forecast is 
wrong at this point”.

But it would become “a con-
cern”, she said, if member 
states had to extend their shut-
downs beyond March.

Under Lagarde, the central 
bank has unleashed unprece-
dented support to steer the 
eurozone through the health 
crisis, while also urging gov-
ernments to do their bit 
through fiscal stimulus.

Alongside the emergency 
bond purchases, the ECB has 
kept interest rates at record-low 

levels, and it is still buying 20-bil-
lion-euros ($24 billion) a month 
in corporate and government 
debt under a pre-pandemic 
asset purchasing scheme.

The bond purchases are aimed 
at keeping borrowing costs low 
to encourage spending and 
investment, in a bid to bolster 
growth and drive up inflation.

But inflation has stayed 

stubbornly low for years and 
even turned negative in 2020.

By the ECB’s own estimates, 
eurozone inflation will gradu-
ally inch up to 1.4 percent by 
2023, still far off the bank’s tar-
get of just under two percent.

In December, inflation held 
steady at minus 0.3 percent.

Analysts say inflation could 
bound higher later this year, 

fuelled by pent-up consumer 
demand once the lockdowns 
start easing, particularly in 
travel and restaurant sectors.

The start of 2021 also marked 
the end of a six-month sales 
tax cut in Germany, the EU’s 
largest economy, that had 
dragged on inflation.

“The return of inflation could 
be one of the biggest surprises 

in 2021,” said ING bank econo-
mist Carsten Brzeski.

ECB executive board member 
Isabel Schnabel however has 
said any such boost would be 
temporary and that a sustained 
increase in inflation “is likely to 
only emerge very slowly”.

“That is why it would not sig-
nificantly influence our mon-
etary policy decisions, which 
are oriented towards a medi-
um-term horizon,” she said.

At Thursday’s press confer-
ence, former French finance 
minister Lagarde is likely to 
also be quizzed about the 
recent strength of the euro 
against the dollar.

“The currency remains a con-
cern for the ECB as it could add 
to deflationary pressures and 
hurt the recovery,” said HSBC 
economist Fabio Balboni.

A stronger euro makes imports 
cheaper, keeping the lid on con-
sumer prices, while exports 
become less competitive, hurt-
ing growth prospects.

“There is arguably little the 
ECB can do about it,” said 
Pictet Wealth Management 
strategist Frederik Ducrozet.

“Although there is more they 
could say, for instance putting 
growing emphasis on their tol-
erance for inflation overshoot 
in the future.” AFP

Thou  Vireak 

B
ILATERAL trade vol-
ume between Cam-
bodia and South 
Korea amounted to 

$884.88 million in 2020, down 
17.77 per cent from $1.032 bil-
lion in 2019, according to data 
from the Korea International 
Trade Association (KITA).

According to the data, Cam-
bodia exported $317 million 
of goods to the South Korean 
market last year, a drop of 5.4 
per cent, while Korean exports 
to the Kingdom totaled $567 
million, down 18.6 per cent 
from $696 million in 2019.

Cambodian Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president 
Lim Heng said declines in ex-
ports were due to fallout from 
the Covid-19 outbreak.

However, he expects Cam-
bodia’s exports to recover 
when the Cambodia-South 
Korea Bilateral Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) eventually 
takes effect. The two sides 
held a fourth round of FTA 
talks in November last year, 
and negotiations are expect-
ed to be completed this year.

“We hope that an FTA be-
tween Cambodia and South 
Korea will double Cambo-
dia’s exports to Korea, and we 
hope export goods will exceed 
imports when this agreement 
comes into force,” Heng said.

He noted that Cambodia’s 
primary exports to South Ko-
rea include garments, foot-
wear, travel goods, beverages, 
rubber, medicines, agricultur-
al products and components 
for electronic equipment.

Imports from South Korea 

include vehicles, electronics, 
kitchen equipment and plas-
tic products, among others.

Hun Lak, CEO of Richfarm 
Asia Co Ltd, a company in-
vesting in Keo Romiet man-
goes, told The Post that some 
Cambodian agricultural 
products already have a mar-
ket presence in South Korea 
and demand is strong.

“In recent years, we have 
seen items like fresh vegeta-
bles and mangoes exported to 
the Korean market, and their 
consumers have been satisfied 
that Cambodian products are 
of high quality and meet inter-
national standards,” he said.

Lak added that his company 

plans to expand exports of fresh 
mangoes to the Korean market 
this year after previously estab-
lishing market access.

“We are in talks with Hyun-
dai to collaborate on mango-
pest control machinery to 
export to Korea. We plan to 
export fresh mangoes this 
year, which may begin with 
harvest season next month. 
However, I’m worried about 
the lack of direct flights to 
South Korea,” he said.

Preliminary aggregate trade 
data announced by Prime 
Minister Hun Sen at a special 
live news conference late last 
year pegged the Kingdom’s to-
tal international trade volume 

at $32 billion, of which exports 
amounted to roughly half.

Hun Sen declared that 
strong growth had been 
achieved by major agricultur-
al products with a total value 
of $3.81 billion.

Rice exports increased 11.11 
per cent to 675,000 tonnes 
worth $514 million. Cassava 
exports exceeded seven million 
tonnes worth nearly $2 billion.

Exports of cashews amount-
ed to 218,884 tonnes worth 
$288 million, and 850,000 
tonnes of exported mangoes 
were worth $473 million. For-
eign sales of 313,000 tonnes 
of yellow bananas generated 
$551 million.

Business
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Trade with S Korea dips, set 
to rebound under new FTA

VIETNAM’S coffee exports 
and consumption in the 
2019-2020 period have taken 
a hit compared to the same 
period last year due to the 
impact of Covid-19, accord-
ing to the Vietnam Coffee – 
Cocoa Association.

Nguyen Viet Hai, deputy 
standing chairman of the as-
sociation, said during a recent 
conference reviewing last 
year’s industry’s activities that 
during the 2019-2020 coffee 
year (which started October, 
2019) coffee exports reached 
1.61 million tonnes and turn-
over of US$2.8 billion.

Both export output and 
turnover were down by 
around 5 per cent year-on-
year. Export turnover of pro-
cessed coffee products also 
dropped by 8.7 per cent.

Due to unstable coffee 
prices, the amount of coffee 
beans purchased from farm-
ers for the 2020-2021 coffee 
year was a lot less than the 
same period last year.

Coffee production has 
also been affected by heavy 
storms, climate change and 
aging crops.

Luong Van Tu, chairman of 
the association, said the cof-
fee market would recover in 
the near future rather slowly 
due to Covid-19 and lack of 
foreign tourism.

“Due to social distancing, 
many cafes could not operate 
during the outbreak. Foreign 
tourism is also closed, and tour-
ists play a big part in Vietnam’s 
coffee consumption, so domes-
tic consumption saw a drop.”

Current shortages of ship-
ping containers for exports 
are also affecting coffee ex-

ports. Businesses have been 
urged to look into exporting 
by railways, but they are not 
used to using a different ex-
port method.

The association will con-
tinue its focus on renewing 
coffee crops and helping 
businesses with exporting 
opportunities via the EU-
Vietnam Free Trade Agree-
ment and the Comprehensive 
and Progressive Agreement 
for Trans-Pacific Partnership.

It will also increase exports 
of high-value processed coffee 
products such as roasted and 
ground coffee, and carry out 
a programme to stimulate do-
mestic consumption of coffee.

Thai Nhu Hiep, director of 
Vinh Hiep Coffee Company, 
said that decline in coffee 
consumption had occurred 
around the world, not just in 
Vietnam, and that Vietnam 
has many opportunities to 
increase market share in large 
markets such as the EU, japan 
and South Korea.

The coffee industry needed 
to standardise its procedures 
for farming, harvesting and 
processing, and made sure that 
EU standards on quality, crop 
protection agents, and food 
safety were met, Hiep said.

Vietnam also has to pay 
more attention to traceability 
and change its harvesting and 
processing methods.

To improve domestic con-
sumption, the association and 
authorities should publish 
coffee quality standards to set 
coffee apart from other prod-
ucts that mix coffee with other 
ingredients, which would help 
create fairer competition. Viet-

nAm news/AsiA news netwORK

Without tourism, coffee 
consumption craters, 
exports slide in Vietnam

ECB maintains stimulus as virus clouds outlook

Mango exports reached 850,000 tonnes worth $473 million. FAcebOOK

President of the European Central Bank (ECB) Christine Lagarde holds her smartphone as she attends the 
One Planet Summit on January 11. AFP



Vietnamese 
exports to 
Israel slide 
10% in 2020

VIETNAM earned an 
estimated $700 million 
from exporting goods 

to Israel last year despite dif-
ficulties posed by the Covid-19 
pandemic, according to the 
Vietnamese Trade Office in the 
Middle Eastern country.

The figure was a reduction 
from the $774 million reported 
the year before but was still a 
positive result in the context 
that the Israeli market wit-
nessed fluctuations, distur-
bances and difficulties amid 
political instability and negative 
impacts from the pandemic.

Notably in November last 
year, Vietnam’s export value to 
Israel surged by 27.2 per cent 
compared to the prior month, 
reaching $51.04 million.

Turnover of most key export 
items rose strongly in the 
month, with coffee up 108.6 
per cent, footwear 35 per cent, 
phones and accessories 31 per 
cent, textiles and garments 
21.4 per cent, cashews 16.9 per 
cent, and seafood products 3.3 
per cent.

Israel has a population of 
only 9.3 million but is Vietnam’s 
third-largest export market 
in the Middle East, after the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
and Turkey. — VietNam News/asia 

News NetwORK
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Singapore’s non-oil exports 
rebound 6.8% in December
SInGaPOrE’S non-oil domes-
tic exports (nODX) posted its 
first gain in three months in 
December, mainly helped by 
shipments of non-electronic 
goods such as specialised 
machinery, non-monetary gold 
and measuring instruments.

nODX surged last month by 
6.8 per cent year-on-year after 
a revised 5 per cent drop in 
november and a 3.1 per cent 
decrease in October, Enterprise 
Singapore (ESG) said on janu-
ary 18. Prior to October, Singa-
pore saw four consecutive 
months of nODX growth.

The growth defied econo-
mists’ expectation of a 1.1 per 
cent contraction, as polled by 
Bloomberg.

On a month-on-month sea-
sonally adjusted basis, nODX 
rose by 6.6 per cent in December, 
extending the previous month’s 
3.7 per cent increase – again 
higher than the 3.5 per cent rise 
forecast in the Bloomberg poll.

Electronics grew 13.7 per 
cent, mainly due to a low year-
ago base. ESG said electronic 
nODX gains last month were 
mostly due to a 16 per cent 
surge in integrated circuits 
shipments which had con-
tracted by 25 per cent in 
December 2019 amid the glo-
bal electronics downcycle.

Parts for personal computers, 
diodes and transistors expand-
ed by 15.7 per cent, 33.8 per cent 
and 16.5 per cent respectively.

non-electronic nODX rose by 
5 per cent last month, after a 5.3 
per cent decline in the previous 
month. The gains were led by 
specialised machinery (30.9 per 

cent), non-monetary gold (14.5 
per cent) and measuring instru-
ments (21.4 per cent).

The bulk of the specialised 
machinery shipments went to 
South Korea, in line with robust 
global semiconductor demand. 

Meanwhile, non-monetary 
gold exports were helped by the 
spike in the precious metal’s 
international price that rose 
above uS$1,900 per ounce last 
month amid reports of stimulus 
measures in the uS. a new wave 
of lockdowns in the uK also pro-
vided support for the safe haven 
asset’s demand.

nODX to the top markets as 
a whole grew in December. Still, 
exports to China, the Eu 27, 
Indonesia and japan declined. 
The largest contributors to the 
nODX increase last month 
were the uS (52.5 per cent), 
South Korea (46.2 per cent) and 
Taiwan (14.8 per cent).

Total trade declined 0.3 per 
cent in December from the same 

month of 2019, extending a 7.3 
percent drop in november and 
a 7.7 per cent slide in October.

Total exports grew by 2.6 per 
cent after the previous month’s 
5.4 per cent decline. Total 
imports decreased by 3.4 per 
cent following the 9.4 per cent 
drop in november.

Mr robert Carnell, asia-Pacif-
ic head of research at InG, said 
that Singapore nODX managed 
to beat expectations despite a 
weak external environment, 
which remains bogged down by 
Covid-19 infections and lock-
downs worldwide.

However, he noted that it is 
not unusual for nODX fore-
casts to be wide of the mark, as 
the data represents a number 
of very volatile components.

“But other trade data for the 
region has been reasonably 
positive so far this month, so it is 
not a big surprise that the miss 
was on the upside,” he said. the 

stRaitstimes/asia News NetwORK

Workers clean the pillar of an outdoor auditorium at the Esplanade in 
Singapore on January 13, 2021. AFPA photo taken on February 10, 2020 shows a general view of the entrance to the Hyundai Motor Asan Factory 

in Asan, south of Seoul. AFP

China GDP growth slowest in 44 years
C

HIna’S economy grew 
at the slowest pace in 
more than four dec-
ades last year despite 

a rebound after the country’s 
coronavirus outbreak, official 
data showed Monday.

The 2.3 percent expansion is 
the lowest figure since the Chi-
nese economy embarked on 
major reforms in the 1970s.

The national Bureau of 
Statistics (nBS) said last year 
was a “grave and complex en-
vironment both at home and 
abroad” with the pandemic 
having a “huge impact”.

The figure was a marked 
slowdown from 2019 growth 
of 6.1 percent – itself already 
the lowest in decades – with 
the country hit by weak do-
mestic demand and trade 
tensions.

But it is better than that 
forecast by an aFP poll of an-
alysts from 13 financial insti-
tutions, who predicted a 2.0 
percent expansion.

Covid-19, which has rav-
aged the world economy, first 
emerged in central China in 
late 2019. But the world’s sec-
ond-largest economy also be-
came the first to bounce back 
after imposing strict lockdowns 
and virus control measures.

It is expected to be the only 
major world economy clock-
ing positive 2020 growth.

In the last three months of 
2020, China’s economic re-

bound continued with a bet-
ter-than-expected 6.5 percent 
growth on-year, a sustained 
improvement since the sec-
ond quarter.

This brings it back to a 
pre-pandemic trajectory, al-
though full-year 2020 growth 
is still its worst performance 
since 1976, when the econo-
my shrank 1.6 percent.

That was two years before 

former leader Deng Xiaop-
ing set in motion a shift away 
from communist-style cen-
tral planning, turning China 
into an industrial, trade and 
tech powerhouse.

Recovery ‘not yet firm’
nBS commissioner ning 

jizhe told reporters on janu-
ary 18 that the foundation for 
China’s economic recovery “is 

still not yet firm”.
“There are many uncertain-

ties in the changing dynamics 
of the pandemic, as well as the 
external environment,” he said.

according to the latest data, 
industrial production grew 2.8 
percent on-year for 2020, slow-
ing further from previous years.

retail sales, whose recov-
ery has lagged behind that of 
industrial activity, shrank 3.9 

percent for the full year with 
consumers wary of spending 
as the pandemic lingered.

But the urban unemploy-
ment rate remained at 5.2 
percent, and ning said the 
number of newly-employed 
in urban areas was more than 
11 million – exceeding the 
target of nine million.

However, experts have cau-
tioned that unemployment 
could be higher than official 
figures suggest due to large 
numbers of people in China’s 
informal workforce.

“The strengthening mo-
mentum of China’s economic 
rebound during the fourth 
quarter of 2020 reflected im-
proving private consumption 
expenditure as well as buoy-
ant net exports,” said rajiv 
Biswas, IHS Markit’s asia-Pa-
cific chief economist.

He added that exports were 
helped by rebounding orders 
from the united States and 
Europe, including shipments 
of medical equipment during 
the pandemic.

Looking ahead, new govern-
ment restrictions due to Covid-
19 outbreaks in two provinces 
could hamper first quarter 
growth this year, said Louis 
Kuijs of Oxford Economics.

But he added: “For now, we 
think the risk of major eco-
nomic impact is low, given 
China’s track record of con-
taining outbreaks.” aFP

Ning Jizhe, Deputy Director of the National Development and Reform Commission, Director-General of the 
National Bureau of Statistics. AFP

THE first offshore fuel cell 
system plant for South Korea’s 
biggest carmaker Hyundai 
Motor Group will be estab-
lished in Guangzhou, China, 
the automaker said Friday.

The automotive group said it 
signed an investment contract 
with China’s Guangdong pro-
vincial government to estab-
lish an offshore fuel cell system 
production facility there.

The investment is part of 
Hyundai’s efforts to advance 
its leadership in the global hy-
drogen industry, and to sup-
port the industry rapidly grow-
ing in China, the company 
explained.

The envisioned plant will 
initially produce 6,500 fuel 

cell systems a year and grad-
ually increase capacity in 
line with market demand, 
Hyundai said.

The fuel cell systems that will 
be produced in the plant are to 
be the same ones that are used 
for Hyundai Motor’s nexo fuel 
cell electric sport utility vehi-
cles, the company added.

Construction is to begin 
next month and be complet-
ed in the second half of next 
year, it said.

“The Guangzhou plant will 
leverage the group’s extensive 
expertise in fuel cell system 
production to secure a tech-
nological leadership position 
in China’s rapidly developing 
hydrogen industry,” Hyundai 

said in its press release.
China announced a road 

map last year to foster a hydro-
gen economy, with the goal to 
have one million fuel cell elec-
tric vehicles for commercial 
use on its roads by 2035.

as for Hyundai Motor 
Group, the automaker has its 
own long-term plan, dubbed 
“Fuel Cell Vision 2030,” out-
lining its commitment to 
produce 700,000 fuel cells an-
nually to meet demand from 
various industry sectors, the 
company explained.

Hyundai also recently 
launched HTWO, its new 
brand for hydrogen fuel cell 
systems. KoreAn HerAld/ASIA neWS 

neTWorK

Hyundai to build first offshore 
fuel cell system plant in China



An irresistible 
and vastly untapped 
market for foreign 
investors, Cambodia 

has become a must-stop desti-
nation for international brands. 

the recent opening of two 
popular American big names 
– the Hyatt regency Phnom 
Penh Hotel and texas Chicken 
– in the capital amplifies the 
Kingdom’s ability to harness 
its limited resources to attract 
global brands. 

Affluent urban shoppers and 
the expatriate community’s 
penchant for luxury goods 
have made Phnom Penh into a 
brand capital. 

rapid economic transforma-
tion, political stability and con-
ducive foreign direct invest-
ment policies – are turning the 
agrarian nation to a powerful 
retail economy.

Outlets of global apparel, 
food and beverage, fashion and 
footwear, consumer durables, 
sportswear and equipment, and 
supermarket chains have all 
mushroomed in the Kingdom.

starbucks, burger King, Cos-
ta Coffee, KFC, lG electronics, 
samsung, Charles and Keith 
and Jimmy Choo are just a few 
of the big-name entrants that 
have captivated consumers in 
the Kingdom for many years.

“Cambodia is the land of 
opportunity,” says Ameri-
can Chamber of Commerce  
Cambodia (AmCham) president 
Anthony Galliano, adding that 
“Cambodia is not an economy 
that can be ignored”.

“the draw factors are politi-
cal stability, increasing ease 
of doing business, consistent 
infrastructure development, in-
expensive and plentiful labour, 
decades of robust economic 
growth and, of course, the 
Kingdom being a magnet for 
foreign direct investment.  

“there is growing recogni-
tion that, although not on the 
scale of a singapore or Hong 
Kong, Cambodia will grow to 
be more diverse and affluent, 
with expectations of a larger 
Chinese element in addition to 
Western expatriates. 

“i expect corporations don’t 
want to be the last in but 
rather one of the first, which is 
a diminishing prospect,” said 
Galliano.

A growing aspirational 
middle class, increased dispos-
able incomes, an affluent 
millennial consumers backed 
by powerful advertising – from 
traditional media outlets, 24/7 
television channels and social 
media platforms, to attention-
grabbing roadside billboards 
– are relentlessly drumming up 
global brands. 

Additionally, the growth of 
quality retail real estate has 
provided increased opportuni-

ties for brand owners to dis-
play their goods in an upscale 
manner.

“the rise of the luxury 
malls and the persistent entry 
of international high-end 
brands substantiates the ac-

celerating demand for luxury 
products.  

“Cambodian shoppers are 
much less browsing traditional 
markets and are now crowding 
the capital’s upscale shop-
ping malls. the advertising 

media presents 
the perception that 

international brands are of 
higher quality, more fashion-
able, potentially more reliable 
and target the status-conscious.  

“For the nation’s youth, 
strong economic growth and 
development has resulted 
in better education, more 
attractive employment op-
portunities, higher disposal 
income and a larger wallet 
for consumer discretionary 
spending,” Galliano said. 

With average per capita 
income of $1,771 last year – up 
from $1,043 in 2013 – greater 
disposable income is changing 
the face of consumerism in the 
Kingdom. 

the urban and tech-savvy 
younger generation – who 
make up around 60 per cent 
of the Kingdom’s population 
of 16 million – want anything 
from designer clothes and the 
latest technology, to foreign 
cuisine and fashionable must-
have items, mostly influenced 
by social media and the online 
shopping platforms that are 
driving the luxury retail sector. 

“they are spending more 

and saving less, are more 
brand conscious, attracted to 
foreign fashion labels, and are 
seeking products that offer a 
personalised experience,” said 
Galliano.

the ease of opening a busi-
ness with little restrictions and 
minimum capital, at a very 
reasonable cost, makes entry 
into the Kingdom’s market 
quick and uncomplicated.  

in many sectors, competi-

tion is low, so there is room for 
new entrants, especially those 
that can demonstrate quality 
and value.  

While new government 
initiatives in recent years have 
increased the cost of doing 
business, there has been con-
tinuous improvement efforts, 
with online business registra-
tion, e-filing and the national 
single window being good 
examples, Galliano added. 

For the moment it’s a win-
win formula, with companies 
able to expand their brands 
and consumers having plenty 
to shop for. 

And while there remain 
many opportunities for success, 
the finance veteran issued a 
caveat. 

“i expect only continued 
growth and expansion of 
international brands entering 
Cambodia, but that doesn’t 
mean all will be successful.  

“there have been notable 
comes and goes, so it is 
important that aspiring brands 
do their research, understand 
consumer preferences and 
tastes, target the right market 
segments and simply have 
a coherent and executable 
business proposition. 

“Just because its an 
international brand doesn’t 
mean it’s an automatic win,” 
Galliano said.

Phnom Penh’s brand capital image 
soars as millennial shoppers spend

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus
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”
The rise of the  
luxury malls and  
the persistent entry 
of international 
high-end brands 
substantiates the 
accelerating demand 
for luxury products
 Anthony GAlliAno / 
PRESIDENT of aMCHaM American Chamber of Commerce in Cambodia president Anthony Galliano. SUPPLIED

Global brands 
have changed the  

retail landscape 
of Cambodia. 

SUPPLIED



Continued from page 1

criminal charges under a probe 
launched late last year by Russian 
investigators who say he misappropri-
ated over $4 million worth of donations.

Navalny emerged a decade ago as the 
leading critic of the Kremlin, with his 
Anti-Corruption Foundation publishing 
anti-graft investigations that often reveal 
the lavish lifestyles of the Russian elite.

‘Totally incomprehensible’ 
He has repeatedly led large-scale street 

protests against Putin, most recently in 
the summer of 2019, and was gearing up 
for another challenge to authorities dur-
ing elections to the lower house State 
Duma in September.

He was evacuated to Germany after fall-
ing violently ill on a flight over Siberia in 
August from what Western experts even-
tually concluded was a poisoning with 
Soviet-designed nerve agent Novichok.

Navalny accused Putin of ordering the 
attack, a claim the Kremlin vehemently 
denies. Russian police have not opened an 
investigation citing a lack of evidence. 

His arrest on January 17 drew wide-
spread Western condemnation, with the 
US, EU, France and Canada all calling 
for his release. 

Others joined that call on January 18, 

with EU chief Ursula von der Leyen saying 
Russian authorities should “immediately 
release him and ensure his safety”.

German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas 
said it was “totally incomprehensible” that 
Navalny had been arrested, while Britain’s 
Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab con-
demned the detention as “appalling”. 

“He must be immediately released. 
Rather than persecuting Mr Navalny 
Russia should explain how a chemical 
weapon came to be used on Russian 
soil,” Raab wrote on Twitter.

Navalny was poisoned with the same 
chemical said to have been used in the 
attempted murder of former spy Sergei 
Skripal in the English town of Salisbury 
in 2018.

Russia has hit back at the condemna-
tion, with Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov 
on January 17saying it was an attempt to 
distract attention from domestic prob-
lems in Western countries.

“It looks like Western politicians see this 
as an opportunity to divert attention from 
the deepest crisis the liberal development 
model has found itself in,” he said.

Russia frequently accuses the West of 
unfair criticism of its domestic policies 
pointing to divisions in Western coun-
tries like those that led to the storming 
of the US Capitol or the Yellow Vests pro-
tests in France. AFP

World
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Western politicians ‘diverting attention’ from crisis

Global vaccine  
campaign gains 
pace as Brazil 
approves jabs
T

HE global Covid-19 
vaccination drive 
gained pace on Janu-
ary 17 as Brazil gave its 

first injections and India pushed 
on with its massive campaign, 
while European authorities 
sought to allay concerns about 
delays in supplies. 

Brazil’s health regulator gave 
the green light for the Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccine and Chi-
na’s CoronaVac to be used as 
the Latin American giant suf-
fers a devastating second wave 
of the coronavirus.

Monica Calazans, a 54-year-
old intensive care nurse in 
Sao Paulo became the first 
person in Brazil to receive the 
Chinese CoronaVac jab after 
the Anvisa watchdog’s highly 
anticipated ruling.

Growing concerns over dif-
ferent strains of the virus have 
meanwhile prompted govern-
ments to tighten curbs in a bid to 
stem a global death toll that has 
already surpassed two million.

 
Good start in India

India’s vaccination drive got 
off to a successful start on Jan-
uary 16 with more than 224,000 
people receiving their first jabs 
and just three people hospital-
ised after side effects, the health 
ministry said January 17.

The government plans to 
immunise some 300 million 
people out of its population of 
1.3 billion by July – equivalent to 
almost the entire US population.

In Europe, both France and 
Russia were gearing up for a 
key week in the vaccine effort. 

Russia starts mass immuni-
sations on January 18 using 
its homegrown Sputnik V vac-
cine, while the French gov-
ernment is hoping to over-
come fierce criticism of a 
sluggish rollout as it begins 
inoculating the over-75s. 

Across the European Union 
there have been concerns 
that delays in the delivery of 
the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine 
could further slow a cam-
paign which critics have con-
demned as less agile than in 
the United States or Britain, a 
recently-departed EU member.

US drugmaker Pfizer said it 
was working to “significantly” 
scale up production at its plant 
in Belgium in the second quarter.

After a short delay, deliveries 
should be back to the original 
schedule to the EU from Janu-
ary 25. 

“There’s a dip,” France’s 
Europe minister Clement 
Beaune told Franceinfo radio.

“But it’s better that it hap-
pens now when we have stock-

piles than when the wider vac-
cination campaign starts.”

Biden eyes 100 million doses
Joe Biden’s goal of seeing 100 

million vaccine doses injected 
within his first 100 days in office 
is meanwhile “absolutely” 
achievable, top US scientist 
Anthony Fauci said, days before 
he is to become the new presi-
dent’s chief advisor on Covid-19.

Biden has unveiled a $1.9 
trillion stimulus plan to revive 
the economy of the country 
worst-hit by the virus, which 
has killed more than 397,000 
people in the US.

In Israel, the prison service 
said it would begin vaccinat-
ing all inmates, following an 

outcry over an announcement 
from Public Security Minister 
Amir Ohana that Palestinian 
prisoners would be the last to 
get inoculated. 

Israel has given at least one 
vaccine dose to more than two 
million of its citizens, a pace 
widely described as the world’s 
fastest per capita. 

Spain has begun administering 
second doses to people who had 
already received the first at the 
end of December, mostly nurs-
ing home residents and care 
staff. And in Norway, where 13 
frail elderly people died after a 
first vaccine injection, the Med-
icines Agency said there was no 
cause for alarm after sugges-
tions last week that the deaths 

could be linked to side effects.

100 arrested in Amsterdam
Until vaccination is wide-

spread, countries across the 
globe are still having to rely on 
lockdowns, curfews and social 
distancing to control the spread 
of the virus – particularly as 
new variants proliferate.

On January 17, a Belgian eld-
erly care home said that a Brit-
ish strain of the coronavirus, 
which several studies suggest 
is up to 70 per cent more con-
tagious, had been detected in 
111 residents and staff. Three 
residents have died. 

Fears over the strain were 
cited as the justification for 
Austria’s decision to extend 

its third national lockdown 
by another two weeks until 
February 8.

After months of restrictions 
resentment is growing in some 
quarters, with around 100 peo-
ple arrested on  at an anti-lock-
down protest in Amsterdam.

Police used water cannon to 
clear the demonstrators, some 
of whom threw stones at the 
officers, Amsterdam city hall 
said in a statement.

Switzerland and Italy are 
tightening their restrictions 
from January 18 and Britain 
will require all arrivals to quar-
antine and show negative 
tests. Oman meanwhile said it 
will close its land borders for 
up to two weeks. AFP

Health workers line 
up to receive the 

CoronaVac Sinovac 
Biotech’s vaccine 
against Covid-19 

coronavirus at 
Clinicas hospital in 

Sao Paulo, Brazil, on 
Sunday. AFP

Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny walks to take his seat in a Pobeda airlines plane heading to Moscow before take-off 
from Berlin Brandenburg Airport (BER) in Schoenefeld, southeast of Berlin, on Sunday. AFP
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ASEAN

Sulawesi quake casualties burden local medics
M

edicS battled 
exhaustion and 
the risk of covid-
19 as they raced 

on january 18 to treat scores 
of people injured by a devas-
tating earthquake on indone-
sia’s Sulawesi island.

at least 81 people were 
killed and thousands left 
homeless by the powerful 6.2-
magnitude quake that struck 
early on january 15, reducing 
buildings to a tangled mass of 
twisted metal and chunks of 
concrete in the seaside city of 
Mamuju.

Masked doctors treated pa-
tients with broken limbs and 
other injuries at a makeshift 
medical centre set up outside 
the only one of the city’s hos-
pitals that survived the quake 
relatively intact.

“The patients keep com-
ing,” nurwardi, manager of 
operations at Mamuju’s West 
Sulawesi General Hospital, 
said earlier.

“This is the only hospital op-
erating in the city. Many need 
surgery but we have limited 
resources and medicine.”

The open-air triage centre 
was desperately short of staff, 
and those on hand worked 
frantically despite the risk of 
contracting coronavirus.

The hospital was scram-
bling to open up more rooms 
for surgery and erect addi-
tional tents outside to treat 
the injured, said nurwardi, 
who like many indonesians 
goes by one name.

But fears that another 

quake could bring down the 
building were adding to the 
challenges.

“Many patients do not want 
to be treated inside the hos-
pital because they’re worried 
about another quake,” nur-
wardi said.

“Well, it’s not only them, the 
medics are . . . scared of being 
inside the building too.”

it was still unclear how 
many people – dead or alive 
– could still be under moun-
tains of debris, as rescuers 
rushed to find survivors 
more than three days after 
the disaster.

‘Still trapped’
Most of the 81 dead were 

found in Mamuju, but some 

bodies were also recovered 
south of the city of 110,000 peo-
ple in West Sulawesi province.

The tremor on january 15 
triggered panic among resi-
dents of the island, which 
was hit by a 2018 quake-
tsunami disaster that killed 
thousands.

at least 18 people had been 
pulled out of the rubble alive, 

including a pair of young sis-
ters, according to official data.

Police began using sniffer 
dogs to help in the search at 
a badly damaged hospital, as 
body bags were filled with re-
covered corpses.

“There are probably some 
people still trapped under 
the rubble,” search and res-
cue agency spokesman yusuf 

Latif said on january 18.
Meanwhile, about 19,000 

people left homeless by the 
quake took refuge at dozens 
of makeshift shelters – many 
little more than tarpaulin-
covered tents filled with 
whole families.

They said they were run-
ning low on food, blankets 
and other aid, as emergency 
supplies were rushed to the 
hard-hit region.

Many survivors were un-
able to return to their de-
stroyed homes, or were too 
scared to go back, fearing a 
tsunami sparked by after-
shocks, common after strong 
earthquakes.

Fearing an outbreak of 
coronavirus in the crowded 
camps, authorities were try-
ing to separate high- and low-
risk groups.

indonesia, a Southeast 
asian archipelago of nearly 
270 million, has been hit by a 
series of natural disasters this 
past week, including deadly 
landslides, flooding and a 
pair of volcanic eruptions.

The country experiences 
frequent seismic and volca-
nic activity due to its position 
on the Pacific “ring of Fire”, 
where tectonic plates collide.

On december 26, 2004, 
a massive 9.1-magnitude 
earthquake struck off the 
coast of Sumatra, triggering 
a tsunami that killed 220,000 
throughout the region, in-
cluding 170,000 in indonesia 
– among the worst recorded 
disasters in history. AFP

An aerial picture shows a temporary shelter for people affected after a 6.2 magnitude earthquake struck Mamuju, Sulawesi, on Monday. AFP

France and russia prepared 
to beef up their coronavirus 
inoculation programmes from 
next week, even as authori-
ties sought to allay concerns 
about supplies of the vaccines 
on january 17 while the global 
pandemic shows no sign of 
being brought under control. 

With infections surging past 
94 million and more than 
two million deaths – and eu-
rope among the hardest-hit 
regions – France and russia 
were hoping to shift their vac-
cination programmes into a 
higher gear from january 18.

That is when France, which 
saw its death toll rise past 
70,000 at the weekend, is set 
to begin inoculating people 
over 75 and russia will begin 
mass vaccinations. 

The vaccination campaigns 
come amid concerns that de-
lays in the delivery of the Pfiz-
er-BionTech vaccine could 
hamper the rollout in europe, 
which critics have already 
condemned as too slow. 

uS drugmaker Pfizer, which 
developed the jab in col-
laboration with Germany’s 
BionTech, said it was work-
ing to “significantly” scale up 
production at its plant in Bel-
gium in the second quarter.

after a short delay, deliver-
ies should be back to the orig-
inal schedule to the eu from 
january 25. 

“There’s a dip,” France’s eu-
rope minister clement Beaune 
told Franceinfo radio.

“But it’s better that it hap-
pens now when we have stock-

piles than when the wider vac-
cination campaign starts.”

Tighter curbs
until vaccination is wide-

spread, countries across the 
globe are still having to rely 
on lockdowns, curfews and 
social distancing to control 
the spread of the virus.

Switzerland and italy are 
tightening their restrictions 
from Monday, and Britain will 
require all arrivals to quaran-
tine and show negative tests.

newspaper reports suggest-
ed the uK could try to emulate 

countries such as australia 
and new Zealand in requiring 
travellers to self-isolate in ho-
tels at their own expense.

Foreign minister dominic 
raab said such a system could 
be difficult to manage but “we 
need to look at that very care-
fully based on the experience 
of other countries”.

austria, currently in its third 
national lockdown, said that 
the current curbs will be ex-
tended by another two weeks 
until February 8. 

Oman said it will close its 
land borders for one week, pos-

sibly two, starting Monday over 
concerns about new variants of 
coronavirus, according to the 
official Oman news agency. 
air travel remains open.

Good start in India
india’s vaccination drive got 

off to a successful start with 
more than 224,000 people re-
ceiving their first jabs and just 
three people hospitalised after 
side effects, the health min-
istry said Sunday, as reports 
emerged about concerns over 
a homegrown vaccine.

authorities have given emer-

gency-use approval for two 
jabs – “covishield”, a version 
of the Oxford-astraZeneca 
vaccine, and the indian-made 
“covaxin”, which has yet to 
complete its Phase 3 trials. 

The government plans to 
immunise some 300 million 
people out of its population 
of 1.3 billion by july.

in israel, the prison service 
said it would begin vaccinat-
ing all prison inmates, includ-
ing Palestinians, following 
calls from right groups, Pal-
estinian officials and israel’s 
attorney general. 

israel has given at least one 
vaccine dose to more than 
two million of its citizens, a 
pace widely described as the 
world’s fastest per capita. 

But the jewish state faced 
harsh criticism when Public Se-
curity Minister amir Ohana said 
Palestinian prisoners would be 
the last to get inoculated. 

Spain on Sunday began 
administering second vaccine 
doses to people who had already 
received the first at the end of 
december, mostly nursing home 
residents and care staff. 

in norway, where 13 frail el-
derly people died after a first 
vaccine injection, the Medical 
Medicines agency, after assess-
ing the cases, suggested last 
week that the deaths could be 
linked to side effects of the jab. 

But agency official Steinar 
Madsen told public broad-
caster nrK that the there was 
no cause for alarm. 

“it is quite clear that these 
vaccines present very little 

risk, with the minimal excep-
tion of the most fragile pa-
tients,” he said.

Belgian cluster
in Belgium, 111 people in 

an elderly care home – or 
two-thirds of all residents and 
staff – tested positive for the 
British variant of the novel 
coronavirus, which is feared 
to be more contagious. Three 
of them have died. 

Belgium has registered 
20,396 covid-19 deaths since 
the start of the pandemic. 

in the world of sports, aus-
tralian Open chief craig Tiley 
said the Grand Slam tour-
nament will still begin next 
month, even as problems 
mounted for organisers as 
another 25 players were quar-
antined for two weeks.

a total of 72 players are now 
confined to their hotel rooms 
in Melbourne for 14 days and 
barred from practising, after 
coming into contact with covid-
19 cases on flights to australia.

The tournament was thrown 
into disarray on Saturday 
when three people tested pos-
itive for covid-19 on two of 
the 17 charter flights bringing 
players and their entourages 
to Melbourne and adelaide.

a fourth person, a member 
of a broadcast team on one of 
the same flights tested posi-
tive on Sunday.

Quarantine rules mean 47 
players will not be allowed out 
to train but organisers said the 
tournament was still set to be-
gin on February 8. AFP

concerns over eu vaccine supplies amid slow rollout

Staff display vials of the Pfizer-BioNTech Covid-19 vaccine at a vaccination centre in Pfaffenhofen, Germany. 
Pfizer warned on Friday that deliveries to Norway and Europe would be reduced temporarily. AFP
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j
anuary 17 marked the 30th 
anniversary of the outbreak of 
the Gulf War, in which multina-
tional forces led by the uS 

launched a military attack against 
Iraq, which had invaded Kuwait, and 
restored order.

In recent years, the overwhelming 
power that the uS demonstrated at that 
time has been waning. Washington 
must question anew how it will deal 
with attempts to destroy world peace.

The Gulf War broke out at a time 
when the Cold War between the uS 
and the Soviet union was coming to 
an end, and the international order 
led by the uS was consolidating.

Based on a un Security Council 
resolution, neither the Soviet union 
nor China opposed the attack by the 
multinational forces. Iraqi troops 
withdrew completely from Kuwait 
one and a half months after the start 
of the war.

The countries concerned gathered 
under the uS, which upholds the ideals 
of freedom and democracy, and elimi-
nated the invasion that violated inter-
national law. It does not even need to be 
said that the action contributed to 
increasing the credibility of order based 
on the rule of law. It left a strong impres-
sion of the importance of uS leadership 
and international cooperation.

The situation has been changing 
drastically over the past 30 years. 
How well can the uS cope with a cri-
sis similar to the Gulf War?

The wars on terrorism in afghani-
stan and Iraq have consumed the uS 
militarily and economically and have 
weakened its influence. as a result, 

the “america first” policy touted by 
the administration of uS President 
Donald Trump has been accelerated.

under the current circumstances 
where the uS is in fierce conflict with 
China and russia, it is also extremely 
difficult for the un Security Council 
to approve the use of military power 
by multinational forces. It is essential 
for japan and Europe among others 
to play a greater role and work to 
support the uS.

During the Gulf War, japan provided 
a huge amount of financial support. 
after the war ended, the Self-Defense 
Forces (SDF) were dispatched for a 
minesweeping mission, but the image 

that japan was trying to buy peace 
could not be dispelled for a long time.

also, in discussions within japan, 
many parties were against an overseas 
dispatch of the SDF, saying it was a 
revival of militarism and could drag 
japan into war. It is obvious that the 
fears proved to be utterly groundless.

after that, with the aim of realising 
visible international contributions, the 
government proceeded with the neces-
sary legislative arrangements concern-
ing SDF personnel participating in un 
peacekeeping operations and provid-
ing logistical support to multinational 
forces. Public support for these activi-
ties has been firmly established.

japan now advocates an actively 
pacifist stance in its national securi-
ty strategy, and it can be said that 
this is the result of the country 
learning lessons from its experience 
of the Gulf War.

The free and open Indo-Pacific 
vision has become a concept for 
which the circle of cooperation has 
expanded beyond japan to cover the 
regions of the uS, asia and Europe. 
It is desirable to reaffirm how 
important it is for japan to proac-
tively contribute to the peace and 
stability of the international com-
munity. THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

CHIna’S Ministry of Ecology 
and Environment issued a 
regulation on carbon emis-
sions trading, along with an 
allocation plan for emissions 
quotas on january 5. The reg-
ulation and the plan will take 
effect on February 1.

Based on long-term moni-
toring and investigation of key 
energy-consuming enterpris-
es in the power generation, 
steel and other industries, car-
bon emissions quotas have 

been established for the 
enterprises. These are gener-
ally lower than the historical 
emissions levels of the enter-
prises. If an enterprise’s emis-
sions exceed its quota, it will 
need to buy some quota from 
another enterprise whose 
emissions have not exhausted 
the quotas set for them.

at present, the carbon 
emission allowances 
obtained by enterprises are 
allocated for free. In the long 
term, the allocation method 
of allowances may gradually 
transform to a combination 

of allocation and auction. In 
addition to buying carbon 
emissions, companies can 
also use the national certified 
voluntary emissions reduc-
tions generated by voluntary 
greenhouse gas emissions 
reduction projects to offset 
their carbon emissions.

The opening of the carbon 
emissions market is an 
important step for the coun-
try to take advantage of mar-
ket means to prompt compa-
nies to take the initiative to 
reduce emissions, and 
inspire them to increase their 

inputs into emissions reduc-
tion technology and projects.

The transformation from 
passive emissions abatement 
to active emissions cuts indi-
cates a paradigm shift for 
China’s emissions reduction 
endeavours.

Which is necessary to 
ensure the country can real-
ise its target of seeing its car-
bon dioxide emissions peak 
before 2030, and attain car-
bon neutrality by 2060.

The development of the 
carbon emissions market will 
promote the booming of the 

green economy, green indus-
tries and green finance, cre-
ating new jobs.

The engagement of banks 
and other financing agencies 
can provide financial support 
for research and development 
of emissions reduction tech-
nologies and the develop-
ment of renewably energies 
and optimize the allocation of 
resources in line with the 
needs of green development. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK 

Thirty years after Gulf War, face 
changes in security environment

Promote proactive emissions reduction in China

A Japan Ground Self-Defense Forces’ Type 16 maneuver combat vehicle fires during their annual live fire exercise last year. AfP

The writer is a researcher in Development 
Studies, Renmin University of China

Opinion
Editorial

Opinion
Yang Fanxin
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Thai eatery dishes out cannabis leaf menu
F

rom spicy “happy” 
salads to soups sprin-
kled with cannabis 
shoots and deep-fried 

marijuana leaves – a Thai hos-
pital restaurant has rolled out 
a weed-inspired menu which 
has curious customers flock-
ing to sample its euphoria-
inducing offerings.

Since becoming the first 
Southeast asian country to 
legalise medical marijuana in 
2018, Thailand has ploughed 
ahead on the extraction, dis-
tillation and marketing of 
cannabis oil – eager to capita-
lise on the multibillion-dollar 
industry.

The plant itself was finally 
removed from the country’s 
narcotics list last month, 
which means licensed pro-
viders – like hospitals – can 
now use its leaves, stems 

and roots in food.
This marks a return to Thai-

land’s culinary past, said doc-
tor Pakakrong Kwankhao, who 
heads the Centre of Evidence-
based Thai Traditional and 
Herbal medicine in Chao Phya 
abhaibhubejhr Hospital.

“Putting cannabis leaves in 
the food is our culture,” she  
said. “In the past before can-
nabis was banned . . . we put 
small amounts as seasoning 
herbs and we also use it as a 
herbal remedy.”

Last week, the hospital’s 
wellness centre, which has a 
restaurant, introduced a new 
menu of Thai dishes offering 
a different sort of kick.

In the restaurant’s bustling 
kitchen, a cook batters mari-
juana leaves and fries them 
to golden crispness, while an-
other sprinkles them in a wok 

of minced meat with chili.
There are very small 

amounts of THC (tetrahydro-
cannabinol) in fresh plants, 
but to avoid over-consump-
tion, the restaurant has a five-
leaf maximum limit per cus-
tomer, said Pakakrong.

“If they have low tolerance, 
then they may choose the 
dish with just a half-leaf,” she 
said, warning that those who 
are pregnant or with certain 
health problems should avoid 
the weed-infused menu.

as for other interested food-
ies, “recent research found 
that this small amount can 
improve mood, focus and also 
creativity”, the doctor said.

She added that the restaurant 
hopes to expand its budding 
menu to include western fare.

For now, it draws a crowd 
during lunch, with diners 

snapping selfies while grow-
ing increasingly mirthful with 
each passing hour.

“are we laughing because 
of what we’ve eaten? I don’t 
think completely anyway,” said 
customer Thierry martino, a 
French jewellery designer.

“The cannabis leaf which 
[the dish] is cooked with gives 
a little bit of bitterness,” he 
said, adding that his meal was 
“excellent”.

arsala Chaocharoen said she 
was eating in the same way 
ancient Thais used to dine.

“They’ve put the cannabis 
leaves in my noodle soup and 
this is actually an old tradi-
tional knowledge of Thais,” 
said the 32-year-old pharma-
cist, before digging into her 
“joyfully happy spicy salad” – 
a dish of corn-battered leaves 
served with chili sauce. afp

Seamstress makes bears from Covid victim’s clothes
a SEamSTrESS in pandemic-stricken mex-
ico is helping families of coronavirus victims 
to cope with their loss by making teddy bears 
using the clothes of their dead relatives.

Erendira Guerrero used to make face masks 
to help to prevent the spread of the virus in 
mexico, which has one of the world’s highest 
Covid-19 death tolls.

now her aim is to help people to “achieve 
closure” with her stuffed animals.

The 55-year-old hopes that grieving rela-
tives will initially see the teddy bear as a 
small part of their late loved ones, but grad-
ually come to consider it as merely an 
object.

“once you give it to them a very special 
bond is created,” she said in her workshop in 
the northern border city of Ciudad juarez.

She sells the teddy bears for 600 pesos (about 
$30) to people who contact her through social 
media.

aracely ramirez had a stuffed animal made 
from the plaid jacket that her father used to 
wear.

“He liked it a lot because it was very warm. 

It was made of flannel and every time I hold 
it, it’s a piece of him in my hands, in my life,” 
the 50-year-old said.

The bear is embroidered with the words: 
“This is a garment that I used to wear. Every 
time you hug it, I want you to know that I am 
there. With love: Dad.”

mexico has officially recorded around 1.59 
million Covid-19 infections and nearly 
138,000 deaths – the world’s fourth-highest 
toll after the uS, Brazil and India.

The health system is overwhelmed in many 
areas, particularly mexico City.

restrictions aimed at curbing infections 
mean many families are unable to say good-
bye to their dying relatives or hold proper 
funerals.

Like many, ramirez was unable to hold a 
wake for her father and only eight family 
members could be present at the graveside, 
including her.

She said the teddy bear helped her to “under-
stand that he’s gone, and say goodbye to him 
and thank him for everything he taught me 
and everything he gave me”. afp

A customer eats a fried cannabis leaf at the Abhaibhubejhr Spa Cuisine 
restaurant in in Prachinburi province. afp

A worker examines cannabis plants from a crop being grown in Prachinburi province to be used in dishes at 
the Abhaibhubejhr Spa Cuisine restaurant. afp

This photo taken on Friday shows pork on bread with cannabis leaves laid out with ingredients at the 
Abhaibhubejhr Spa Cuisine restaurant in in Prachinburi province. afp

Erendira Guerrero makes stuffed bears for people who lost a family member to Covid-19 using one of the deceased’s 
articles of clothing. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Bamboo-eater
  6 Close call
 11 Faux ___
 14 Words following “bend” or “lend”
 15 Ankle bone
 16 Tiny terror
 17 Some glands
 19 IRS hiree
 20 Television innovator John
 21 Engaged in a diatribe
 23 Weightlifting units
 26 Need for a new arrival
 28 “___ welcome!”
 29 Midafternoon, on a sundial
 30 Gallery contents
 32 Bauxite and others
 33 Dungeons & Dragons monster
 34 Type of mathematical function
 38 Meteorite remains
 40 Slightly tart apple
 43 Empty shells in the kitchen
 45 It follows status?
 46 Fitted with footwear
 48 Masculine pronoun
 49 Vessel with a spigot

 50 Drug-yielding plants
 52 Difficult to grasp
 55 Be atop the standings
 56 Girl’s short sock
 58 A bit eccentric
 60 Shad-to-be?
 61 A sorry state
 66 Increasingly rare PC part
 67 Bind, as a fowl
 68 Recycled metal
 69 Superman’s letter
 70 Taste or smell
 71 Fraternity letter
DOWN
  1 Fare for the toothless
  2 Young Darth Vader’s nickname
  3 Butterfly catcher
  4 Paints roughly
  5 Opera highlight
  6 Drummer Ringo
  7 Kind of arrest
  8 Great heavyweight
  9 Remorseful one
 10 Certain homework assignment
 11 Visually attractive
 12 Unit of electric current
 13 Bidding card game

 18 Tiny spasm
 22 Wild West loop
 23 Quite a card
 24 Michael Collins’ land
 25 Some thieves
 27 Concocts
 31 Pain in the neck
 34 Little Jack Horner’s dessert
 35 Seven-year affliction
 36 Like campfire stories
 37 The newly-elected
 39 Kind of basin or wave
 41 Invisible atmosphere
 42 Home for some lilies
 44 Not worth keeping
 46 Rare
 47 A-student’s classification
 51 Clan units
 53 Set free
 54 “This One’s For ___”
 55 Type of mob
 57 Michelin product
 59 Wordless summons
 62 252-gallon barrel
 63 Palindromic preposition
 64 Took a chair
 65 Health-and-beauty center

“3.14 X 6” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution

Don’t pimp my ride: 
afghans shun no 39
a

FGHan traffic au-
thorities are retiring 
licence plates con-
taining the number 

“39” because the figure has 
long been associated with 
pimping and prostitution.

Vice-President amrullah 
Saleh said a decree to that 
effect introduced last week, 
eliminating what had become 
a tempting source of bribery 
by traffic officials.

“The number [39] will be re-
moved from the traffic system. 
It is said that people pay $300 
bribes to avoid the number,” 
he said in a Facebook post.

The origin of 39’s street 
meaning is lost in time, but 
said to be linked to a notori-
ous pimp in the western city 
of Herat, whose car regis-
tration plate contained the 
number.

now, anyone driving a car 
sporting the figure risks being 
linked to an underground sex 
industry that is taboo in the 
devoutly Muslim nation.

new car owners have resort-
ed to paying bribes to avoid 
being issued licence plates 
with the digits.

“at the traffic department 
they ask you if you want num-

ber 39 or not,” said Hakim, a 
car dealer in the capital.

“If you don’t, then they ask 
for a bribe.”

He said nobody would buy 
a second-hand car with the 
digits because they consider 
it “shameful”.

“Last year, I had to sell two 
cars at almost half the price be-
cause they had 39 in their num-
ber plates,” Hakim said.

The association has even 
spread beyond vehicles, and 
afghans can be teased or 
shunned for having telephone 
numbers or addresses featur-
ing the digits. AFP

Parasite director to head 
2021 Venice film fest jury
SouTH Korean director Bong 
joon-ho, whose film Parasite 
won the academy award for 
Best Picture last year, was 
named as jury president of the 
2021 Venice Film Festival.

“I’m ready to admire and 
applaud all the great films 
selected by the festival. I’m 
filled with genuine hope and 
excitement,” Bong said in a 
statement issued by festival 
organisers.

Festival director alberto Bar-
bera said Bong would be the 
first South Korean jury presi-
dent and saluted him as “one 
of the most authentic and 
original voices in worldwide 
cinema.”

Parasite, a dark comedy 
about the gap between rich 
and poor, made history as the 
first non-English-language 
movie to win an oscar for Best 
Picture.

It also picked up three other 
statuettes at the academy 
awards for Best Director, Best 
International Feature and Best 
original Screenplay.

The Venice Film Festival is 
one of the most prestigious in 
the world and the oldest, 
rivalling similar European 
film festivals that take place 
in Cannes and Berlin. Its 78th 
edition is scheduled for Sep-
tember 1-11. AFP

An Afghan man stands next to a car with the number ‘39’ on its licence plate in Kabul. A bizarre cultural 
phenomenon equates the number with prostitution. AFP

South Korean director Bong Joon-ho, winner of the Palme d’Or and four Oscars for Parasite, will preside over 
the jury of the 78th edition of the Venice Film Festival which will take place September 1-11.  AFP
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Inter shock juve, level with leaders Milan
I

nter Milan shocked champi-
ons juventus 2-0 to move level 
on points with Serie a leaders 
aC Milan on january 17, boost-

ing their hopes of a first league title 
since 2010.

arturo Vidal got his head to a ni-
colo Barella cross in the 12th minute 
for his first league goal for Inter Mi-
lan against his former club.

Barella added the second seven min-
utes after the break as Inter claimed a 
first victory over juventus since Sep-
tember 2016, ending a series of seven 
matches without a win.

“It was a bad defeat, we didn’t ex-
pect it, we couldn’t have put in a worse 
performance than this,” said juventus 
coach andrea Pirlo after his second 
league defeat this season.

“Our attitude was wrong, right 
from the start. We were too passive, 
fearful, we only thought about the de-
fensive phase.”

Inter are equal on 40 points with lo-
cal rivals Milan, who travel to Cagli-
ari on Monday, with juventus seven 
points behind the top two in fifth.

“to win against a team like juve 
you have to touch perfection,” said 
Inter coach antonio Conte after his 
first win in four meetings against 
the club he led to the first three of 
their current run of nine consecu-
tive league titles.

“I’m happy for the lads because 
these are games that give you self-
esteem and make you understand 
that we’re on the right path.

“I’ve seen a credible Inter, and it is 
the greatest satisfaction after a year 
and a half of work”.

Vidal sets the tone
Cristiano ronaldo looked to have 

broken through for the away side af-

ter 11 minutes but Federico Chiesa 
was ruled offside in the build up.

and Chilean Vidal made no mis-
take for last season’s Serie a runners-
up two minutes later off Barella’s 
perfect cross.

“We’ve shown that we’re up to 
fighting for the Scudetto,” warned 
Vidal, who won four league titles in 
as many years with juventus. 

romelu Lukaku then forced a save 
from juventus goalkeeper Wojciech 

Szczesny on 24 minutes, with Lau-
taro Martinez spurning the chance 
to score on the rebound.

Omnipresent midfielder Barella 
created another chance for Lukaku 
which Szczesny cleared, and the Pol-
ish keeper also denied Barella before 
punching the ball off Lukaku’s head 
at full stretch.

a superb alessandro Bastoni 
through ball to Barella paid off in 
the 52nd minute, with the pacy It-

aly midfielder shaking off Gianluca 
Frabotta and Giorgio Chiellini to 
blast home the second.

Pirlo made a triple change just be-
fore the hour with Weston McKennie, 
Federico Bernardeschi and Dejan 
Kulusevski coming off the bench.

But Inter goalkeeper Samir Han-
danovic was rarely threatened, clear-
ing a McKennie header on 61 minutes, 
and a Chiesa effort three minutes 
from time.

“It’s a slip-up, but our ambition re-
mains the same, there is still a long 
way to go,” warned Pirlo, whose side 
next meet napoli in the Italian Su-
per Cup on january 20.

Six-goal Napoli go third
In naples, Lorenzo Insigne scored 

twice and set up another as napoli 
thumped Fiorentina 6-0 to move 
third ahead of roma who lost 3-0 to 
local rivals Lazio on january 20.

Insigne got the first goal in the 
fifth minute at the Diego armando 
Maradona Stadium as Gennaro Gat-
tuso’s side went four goals up in the 
first half.

Fiorentina missed chances to equ-
alise with napoli keeper David Os-
pina denying Franck ribery before 
Diego Demme, Hirving Lozano and 
Piotr Zielinski notched three goals 
for the hosts in the last nine minutes 
before the break.

napoli were awarded a penalty after 
Gaetano Castrovilli fouled tiemoue 
Bakayoko. Insigne converted from the 
spot for his ninth goal this season.

Substitute Matteo Politano com-
pleted the rout with a minute to go.

“It looked easy but it wasn’t,” said 
Gattuso as napoli moved level on 
points with roma.

atalanta missed the chance to 
move third, dropping points before 
next week’s trip to aC Milan with a 
goalless draw against lowly Genoa.

Gian Piero Gasperini’s side had 
won their first three matches of the 
year with a total of 12 goals scored.

Hans Hateboer rattled the post for 
atalanta after 65 minutes in the best 
chance for the hosts who are sixth, 
eight points behind Milan. Genoa 
are 16th position, two points above 
the relegation zone. afp

Springboks’ ‘very good’, etzebeth 
returns in toulon’s win at racing

Future world champ 
yan Bingtao upsets 
Higgins, win Masters

tOuLOn coach Patrice Colla-
zo praised South africa’s rugby 
World Cup winner eben etze-
beth after he returned from 
concussion in january 17’s 
29-23 victory at racing 92 in 
the French top 14.

etzebeth, who won the last 
of his 85 Springboks caps in 
the 2019 final, missed more 
than four weeks of action after 
suffering a head knock in the 
european Cup win over Sale 
on December 12.

“He played at the level we 
expect. tonight I saw a very 
good eben etzebeth, like I saw 
very good French internation-
als and very good non-inter-
nationals,” Collazo told report-
ers post-match.

“When there are individual 
performances on a collective 
basis like that, a team per-
formance follows,” he added.

the visitors move up to 
fourth in the standings, three 
points behind the third-placed 
Parisians who lost for a second 
time at home this campaign.

racing, the 2016 champions, 
made eight changes from the 
win at Clermont two weeks 
ago as australia full-back Kurt-
ley Beale was among those to 
return.

etzebeth’s selection was one 
of six changes by Collazo as 
they eyed just a second suc-
cess on the road this season. 

the away side deservedly led 
17-3 after an entertaining first 
quarter as Swann rebbadj and 
Baptise Serin made the most 
of their early dominance.

Virimi Vakatawa, one of 14 
members of France’s Six nations 
squad in the teams at the La 
Defense arena, wasted a gold-
en chance to score for racing 
after Gabin Villiere knocked 
the ball out his hands while in 
the opposition in-goal area 
after 21 minutes.

Vakatawa’s outfit led 20-17 
with a minute of the half to go 
as Wenceslas Lauret and ted-

dy thomas crossed before 
Louis Carbonel kicked a pen-
alty to bring the teams level 
at the break. 

Maxine Machenaud and fly-
half Carbonel, also in les Bleus’ 
set-up for the Six nations, 
traded penalties and Collazo’s 
men led 29-23 with five min-
utes left.

the Champions Cup final-
ists pressed on in the closing 
moments but their scrum, 10 
metres out with less than three 
minutes to go, was penalised.

Scrum-half Serin cleared his 
lines for the win, a first win at 

racing since 2012.

Saint-Andre’s ‘situation’
earlier, Montpellier centre 

arthur Vincent said his side 
were in trouble after tonga’s 
Ma’amai Vaipulu scored late 
in Castres’ 21-19 win at the 
GGL Stadium.

Substitute back-rower Vaipu-
lu crossed with eight minutes to 
play to leave the billionaire 
backed Montpellier, who 
replaced sacked Xavier Garba-
josa with former France head 
coach Philippe Saint-andre ear-
lier this month, in the relegation 
play-off spot and without a vic-
tory since December 4.

“Obviously there’s worry 
when you lose again, espe-
cially at home,” France’s Vin-
cent told Canal+.

“It’s a very serious situation, 
and we all know that.

“We have to keep a good atti-
tude, it’s difficult. We’re not dead 
yet, we still have to fight.” 

On january 16, jean-Pascal 
Barraque’s first penalty goal 
in more than four years took 
Clermont to fourth in the 
table with a 16-16 draw at 
Bordeaux-Begles.

elsewhere, australia full-
back jesse Mogg made his first 
appearance since april 2019 
after recovering from a shin 
injury in Pau’s 23-22 win at 
Bayonne. afp

CHIna’S yan Bingtao stunned 
four-time world champion 
john Higgins to claim the pres-
tigious Masters title on january 
17, becoming the tournament’s 
youngest winner in 26 years.

the 20-year-old yan, who 
wasn’t even born when Higgins 
won the first of his two Masters 
in 1999, clinched a 10-8 victory 
in the final. He trailed his 
45-year-old opponent 5-3 and 
then 7-5 in the 18th frame but 
battled back to lay the founda-
tion for his triumph with a com-
posed break of 64.

“I am very excited,” yan told 
the BBC. “I have imagined how 
I would celebrate but I am very 
calm, even though in the last few 
frames I was not playing very 

well. But I did not give up.”
Higgins hailed yan as a super-

star of the future. “He is about 
the same age as my boy. He 
could be a world champion 
without a shadow of a doubt, so 
China is very lucky to have yan,” 
said the Scot.

ronnie O’Sullivan was just 19 
when he became the Masters’ 
youngest ever winner with vic-
tory, also over Higgins, in the 
1995 final.

Sadly for yan, there were no 
fans on site at the venue in Mil-
ton Keynes due to Covid-19 
restrictions.

He is only the second player 
from China to win the tourna-
ment, after the 2011 champion 
Ding junhui. afp

Juventus forward Alvaro Morata (back) and Inter Milan defender Stefan de Vrij go for the ball during the Italian Serie A football 
match between their teams on Sunday at the San Siro stadium in Milan. afp

Montpellier centre Arthur Vincent (right) vies with Agen flanker Camille 
Gerondeau in their teams’ French Top 14 Rugby union match at the GGL 
stadium, Montpellier in southern France, on October 17 last year. afp

Chinese cueist Yan Bingtao (right). afp
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Super Cup final: Bilbao stun Barca, Messi sent off

L
ioneL Messi was 
sent off for the first 
time playing for Bar-
celona as athletic Bil-

bao stunned the Catalans to 
win the Spanish Super Cup on 
january 17, in a dramatic final 
finishing 3-2 after extra-time.

Moments before Bilbao’s 
momentous triumph was 
confirmed, Messi threw an 
arm at asier Villalibre, who 
had earlier scored a 90th-
minute equaliser in normal 
time to deny Barca victory. 

antoine Griezmann’s double 
looked to have sealed the tro-
phy but Villalibre intervened 
before inaki Williams’ fabu-
lous strike three minutes into 
extra time proved decisive.

Messi shook off a thigh prob-
lem to start in Seville and was 
required to play all 120 min-
utes as Barcelona attempted 
to take the game to penalties.

instead, the 33-year-old lost 
his temper at the end of a com-
bative contest, reacting to a 
late challenge from Villalibre 
by swiping his hands across 
the back of his opponent. 

it meant a first ever red card 
for Messi in 753 appearances 
for Barcelona, to go with his 
two reds for argentina in 2005 
and 2019. 

“after so many years in foot-
ball, Leo knows perfectly well 
when he is fit to play,” said  Bar-
ca coach ronald Koeman. 

“We talked and he said he 
was in a good place to start. He 
has survived the game, given 
the maximum, nothing more.”

Messi’s anger will take some 
of the limelight away from Bil-
bao, who had already denied 
the competition a Clasico 

final by beating real Madrid 
in the semi on january 14 and 
now have completed the set. 

it means a title and the per-
fect start for Marcelino Garcia 
Toral, who only took over as 
coach less than two weeks ago. 

But there was praise too for 
his predecessor Gaizka Gari-
tano, who oversaw this team 
reaching the Copa del rey fi-
nal last season, which earned 
qualification in the first place. 

“This is for Gaizka Garitano 
and his coaching staff as well 
who brought us here,” said 
Williams.

organisers at the Spanish 
Football Federation might 
have hoped for the global at-
traction of a Clasico, especially 
as the coronavirus pandemic 
had already kept the tourna-
ment in Spain rather than the 
lucrative Saudi arabia, where 
it was played last year.

yet this was a frantic final, 
with a hugely surprising result. 

Barca arrived on the back of a 
nine-game unbeaten run and 
a trophy, even a minor one, 
would have turned encourag-
ing signs in recent weeks into 
more tangible evidence of a 
revival under Koeman. 

“it is not a step back,” he 
said. 

“always winning titles is 
helpful to show that we are on 

the right track, but it is only 
one game, it is a Super Cup, 
and we will show in the next 
few games that we are on the 
right track.”

Bilbao were the better side 
in the first half, more deci-
sive in possession and more 
aggressive out of it. But both 
teams created little for 40 
minutes and then in two min-
utes both had scored. 

a brilliant pass created each 

of them, Messi the instigator 
for Barca. 

He collected from the right 
and threaded through for jordi 
alba on the left, whose cut-back 
was intended for the argentin-
ian but spilled out to Griez-
mann, who could not miss. 

Marcelino hurled his water 
bottle to the ground in disgust 
but his team were soon level. 

Williams played the pass, 
his clipped ball over the top 
catching alba off-guard, with 
oscar De Marcos sneaking in 
and half-volleying home. 

raul Garcia thought he had 
his third goal in four days 
when he headed in just before 
the hour but Barca survived. 

With 10 minutes left, Griez-
mann struck again, alba’s 
cross evading the Bilbao de-
fence and finding the French-
man, who steered in at the 
front post for what looked like 
the winner. 

instead, Bilbao scored in the 
90th minute to send the game 
to extra-time and then the 
93rd to lead for the first time. 

Villalibre was allowed to vol-
ley in from close range but there 
was little Barca could do about 
Williams’ effort, the striker cut-
ting inside from the left and 
whipping a tremendous shot 
into the top right-hand corner. 

unai nunez might have 
sealed it but failed to connect. 
Griezmann almost rescued it 
but fired high on the volley 
with his right foot. 

Then Villalibre left a shoul-
der in on Messi, who reacted, 
scuttling after his opponent 
and swinging an arm around 
the back of his head. Messi and 
Barca were beaten. AFP

Three talking points from the english Premier League
ManCHeSTer City were the big win-
ners of the Premier League weekend 
after Manchester united’s trip to Liv-
erpool failed to live up to the hype in 
a 0-0 draw.

united stay top for now, but Man-
chester City are just two points back 
with a game in hand after they 

thrashed Crystal Palace 4-0.
Liverpool are now down to fourth 

as Leicester moved into third with 
an impressive 2-0 win over South-
ampton, while Tottenham and 
Chelsea boosted their quest for a 
top-four finish by returning to win-
ning ways at struggling Sheffield 

united and Fulham respectively.

Liverpool lose their spark
When Liverpool also thrashed Pal-

ace 7-0 just before Christmas, the 
champions were threatening to pull 
away from the pack in a tightly 
bunched table.

instead, the reds are now enduring 
their longest run in the league with-
out a win since the early days of jur-
gen Klopp’s reign in 2017.

a series of defensive injuries, most 
notably to Virgil van Dijk, has dis-
rupted Liverpool’s season, but they 
are also missing the presence of Dio-
go jota at the other end as goals have 
dried up of late.

For the first time in 16 years Liverpool 
have failed to score in three consecutive 
league games as the trusted trio of Sadio 
Mane, Mohamed Salah and roberto 
Firmino have all gone off the boil.

jota made an instant impact after 
his signing from Wolves in Septem-
ber, scoring five times in his first eight 
league appearances.

Since the Portuguese suffered a 
costly knee injury in a Champions 
League dead rubber against Midtjyl-
land in early December, Klopp is short 
on options to provide competition for 
Salah, Mane and Firmino.

“We have not to worry about it but 

obviously we work on it. The only 
possibility you have to score goals is 
to create situations and to be ready 
to fail and to do it again,” said Klopp 
on his side’s lack of goals.

Man City throw Stones at Palace
The arrival of ruben Dias and 

nathan ake at the etihad over the 
summer could have been the end of 
john Stones’s City career after his 
struggles for form and fitness over the 
previous two seasons.

However, alongside the powerful 
presence of Dias, Stones has been a 
bedrock of City’s revival in a 15-game 
unbeaten run that has taken them 
into second in the table and with the 
chance to go top should they win 
their game in hand over united.

in the nine Premier League games the 
england defender has started this sea-
son, City have won eight and conceded 
just two goals. 

in the eight matches without Stones, 
City have conceded 11 and won only 
twice.

The 26-year-old is even making an 
impact at the other end of the field. 
after scoring in City’s 2-0 League Cup 
semi-final win at united earlier this 
month, Stones scored his first two 
Premier League goals in five seasons 
at the club against Palace.

Maddison keeps his distance
Players were under the spotlight to 

start socially distancing in their cel-
ebrations with pressure being applied 
by politicians over the optics of group 
hugs while coronavirus infections 
have locked down most aspects of 
daily life in england.

Leicester’s james Maddison showed 
the restraint Premier League bosses 
asked for as he mimicked hand 
shakes and high-fives from a distance 
after smashing the Foxes into the lead 
against Southampton.

“if little things like that are what’s 
required to keep football going, that’s 
what we all want,” said Maddison.

“Footballers get a lot of stick and it’s 
nice to try to turn a serious message 
into a lighter note because i think the 
whole country wants football to con-
tinue. i don’t think you’ll find one per-
son that wants it to stop.”

Leicester boss Brendan rodgers 
revealed he had asked his players to 
“get creative” and invent new ways to 
celebrate without congregating.

However, some others failed to fol-
low the warnings as City’s players 
gathered together after their goals, 
while Brighton’s long-awaited 1-0 
win at Leeds was met with wild cel-
ebrations from Graham Potter’s men 
on full-time. AFP

Athletic Bilbao players celebrate after they stun Barcelona to lift the Spanish Super Cup throphy in the match, where Lionel Messi was sent off for 
the first time playing for the Blaugrana, at La Cartuja stadium in Seville on Sunday. AFP

Liverpool forward Roberto Firmino (left) vies with Manchester United defender Harry 
Maguire in their teams’ English Premier League football match at Anfield in Liverpool, 
north west England, on Sunday. POOL/AFP
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