
Egypt’s ‘major 
discoveries’ at 
archaeological 
site announced
EGYPT announced on December 16 
the discovery of a new trove of treas-
ures at the Saqqara necropolis south 
of Cairo, including an ancient funer-
ary temple.

The tourism and antiquities minis-
try said the “major discoveries” made 
by a team of archaeologists headed by 
famed Egyptologist Zahi Hawass also 
included more than 50 sarcophagi.

The wooden sarcophagi, which date 
back to the New Kingdom, were found 
in 52 burial shafts at depths of 10 to 
12m, the ministry said in a statement.

It quoted Hawass as saying that the 
“funerary temple of Queen Naert, the 
wife of King Teti” as well as three 
warehouses made of bricks were 
found on the site.

Saqqara, home to more than a dozen 
pyramids, ancient monasteries, and 
animal burial sites, is a vast necropolis 
of the ancient Egyptian capital of Mem-
phis, a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

In November, Egypt announced the 
discovery of more than 100 intact 
sarcophagi, the largest such find of 
the year.

The sealed wooden coffins, 
unveiled alongside statues of ancient 
deities, dated back to more than 
2,500 years and belonged to top offi-
cials of the Late Period and the Ptole-
maic period of ancient Egypt.

At the time, Antiquities and Tour-
ism Minister Khaled al-Anani pre-
dicted that “Saqqara has yet to reveal 
all of its contents.”

In the statement released Saturday, 
Hawass said the latest discovery could 
shed new light on the history of Saqqara 
during the New Kingdom, between the 
16th century BC and the 11th century BC.

The discovery was made near the 
pyramid where King Teti, the first 
pharaoh of the Sixth Dynasty of the 
Old Kingdom, is buried. AFP
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SENIOR environment officials and 
the World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF-Cambodia) have expressed 
concerns about a dramatic decline in 
populations of ungulates – large 
hoofed mammals – in the Srepok and 
Phnom Prich Wildlife Sanctuaries 
located in Mondulkiri province.

In a visit to the sanctuaries on January 
17, Ministry of Environment spokesman 
Neth Pheaktra led WWF-Cambodia rep-
resentatives and a group of more than 

30 local and international journalists.
He noted that local wildlife have 

suffered steep declines in numbers 
over the past 10 years and highlight-
ed an urgent need for innovative 
solutions to reverse the trend.

During a decade-long ungulate 
monitoring programme in both 
sanctuaries, Banteng, Muntjac deer, 
and wild boar populations were 
observed to have decreased by 72 per 
cent, 52 per cent and 18 per cent, 
respectively, Pheaktra explained.

Surveys also documented very low 

encounter rates with Eld’s and sambar 
deer and gaur bison, suggesting that 
only small and fragmented populations 
of these species still live in the region.

“The decline rates highlighted in the 
report are a wake-up call for all of us 
but also present us with a unique 
opportunity to reverse the trends. The 
declines would have been worse with-
out the tireless efforts of law enforce-
ment to protect these areas,” he said.

Pheaktra added that traditional

Alarm at loss of rare ungulates

In the line of fire
Lava is seen during an eruption of mount Semeru in Lumajang, East Java, Indonesia, on Saturday. The eruption shoot 
a plume of ash and debris some 4.5km into the sky, as bright red lava flowed down its crater. AFP

US funds Preah Vihear, 
Bakheng temple repairs
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Niem Chheng

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen said 
China would offer Cambodia an 
immediate donation of one mil-
lion doses of the Covid-19 vaccine 

produced by the Sinopharm company.
In an audio message addressing the 

public on the night of January 15, he 
said Cambodia has accepted the offer 
and will use them on the 500,000 peo-

ple on the priority list for vaccination. 
Hun Sen made a U-turn from his 

announcement in December when 
he said Cambodia would only use 
vaccines certified as safe and effec-
tive by the World Health Organisa-
tion’s (WHO) COVAX initiative. 

He said ongoing developments in the 
pandemic situation globally and locally 
had prompted Cambodia to accept 
China’s aid prior to the WHO giving the 

Sinopharm vaccine its seal of approval.
“Due to the urgency of the situa-

tion, we cannot wait any longer. De-
fending the nation and the people 
from contracting this vicious virus is 
an absolute necessity that requires us 
to go ahead with vaccination now.  

“We have strong assurances and good 
evidence that this vaccine is safe given 
that it was already used by the leaders 
of China and by millions of their citi-

zens without causing them harm. 
“And there are other countries like 

Indonesia where the president has 
already been vaccinated using this 
vaccine from the People’s Republic of 
China,” Hun Sen said.

He added that the other reasons to 
accept the Chinese vaccine now was 
that it was easy to transport and store

Kingdom accepts Chinese 
vaccine, PM first to get jab
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unlike some of the other vac-
cines now in use. 

He noted that the Sinop-
harm vaccine can be pre-
served at between 2 and 8 de-
gree Celsius, while those from 
other countries required stor-
age temperatures of at least 
minus 70C that Cambodia is 
not equipped to provide.

“Be glad that our friend Chi-
na will provide us with one mil-
lion doses out of a spirit of gen-
erosity and friendship towards 
the Kingdom of Cambodia. 

“I would like to say to all of 
the old and venerable broth-
ers and sisters across the King-

dom: stay calm, help is on the 
way. We will begin vaccination 
very soon,” Hun Sen said.

He further explained that be-
tween 10 and 13 million Cam-
bodians out of the total popu-
lation of 16 million, or roughly 
60 to 80 per cent of the nation, 
will need to be vaccinated. 

Hun Sen detailed that those 
who are on the priority list 
such as medical workers, 
teachers, military, police, 
cleaners and service workers 
like mototaxi and taxi drivers 
will receive free vaccination. 

He also affirmed that all 
vaccinations will be done on 
an entirely voluntary basis.

The prime minister stressed 

that going ahead with this 
vaccine is a strategic decision 
for the sake of public health. 

He noted that Chinese For-
eign Minister Wang Yi received 
his vaccination before he vis-
ited Cambodia in October last 
year and that China had offered 
to provide their vaccine around 
that time, but Cambodia stood 
back and waited to see how 
things went in China first.

Hun Sen said: “I strongly 
believe that this vaccine will 
help us solve the problem at 
least in part, even though we 
don’t clearly know its long-
term effectiveness. But that’s 
true not only of the Chinese 
vaccine, but for the vaccines 

from all countries. Right now 
no one knows whether the 
protection granted by any 
of them lasts for months or 

years or for your whole life.”
To gain the public’s trust 

and cooperation in the vac-
cination campaign, the prime 
minister announced on Janu-
ary 17 that he has volunteered 
to be the very first person to 
be vaccinated. 

“Two days ago, I announced 
to our compatriots that we 
had accepted an offer of as-
sistance from China, a gener-
ous donation of one million 
doses of vaccine. 

“Today, to increase public 
trust in the vaccine and back 
up my words with action, I 
would like to announce that 
the first dose of vaccine will 
be given to me.

“I must be on the front line 
and this is just the normal 
habit that I have for dozens of 
years. Thanks Peace! Thanks 
Win-Win policy,” he wrote.

As of January 14, the public 
had donated more than $56 
million for the government to 
purchase Covid-19 vaccines, 
according to local media 
outlet Fresh News. Hun Sen 
announced that the govern-
ment would stop accepting 
further donations from Janu-
ary 15 onward. 

Meanwhile, The Post inter-
viewed several people who are 
expected to be on the govern-
ment’s priority list for vacci-
nation, all of whom said they 

were willing to be vaccinated. 
Teav Sothearoth, a nurse 

graduate from a Thailand-
based university who is cur-
rently working as a voluntary 
medical worker, said he is 
willing to be vaccinated. 

“I think it’s no big deal be-
cause some countries have al-
ready used this vaccine. China 
has vaccinated their leaders 
with it and the leaders of some 
other countries also got this 
vaccine. So I don’t think this 
vaccine will cause any prob-
lems even though it is not yet 
approved by WHO,” he said. 

Yin Yon, a tuk tuk driver, and 
Chhaem Bunna, a driver for 
rubblish collector Cintri, said 
they were not concerned about 
the safety of the vaccine. 

“I am willing to get it if it is 
available. This move reflects 
the government’s care for the 
health of the general public and 
their commitment to prevent-
ing the spread of Covid-19. To 
have some protection like this 
will be a blessing,” Bunna said.

Ra Ny, a teacher at a kinder-
garten in Banteay Meanchey 
province, said she will be vac-
cinated as long as it is safe. She 
said she believes that the vac-
cine must be safe and effective. 

“Otherwise, Prime Minister 
Hun Sen would not have ap-
proved it for use in Cambo-
dia,” Ny said.
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Sar Kheng nixes nuisance noisy vehicles 
Nov Sivutha

M
INISTER of Interior Sar 
Kheng has instructed 
authorities at all levels 
to eliminate excessive 

noise caused by all types of vehicles 
and inspect car workshops that manu-
ally modify exhaust systems.

He warned of administrative and 
legal action against offending vehicle 
owners, saying the excessive noise dis-
turbs the peace.

According to a directive signed by 
Sar Kheng and dated January 15, mo-
torcycles with engine capacity of 125cc 
and below should not exceed noise 
levels of 85 dBA. Motorcycles with 
engine capacity over 125cc cannot ex-
ceed 90 dBA.

For family vehicles and those with 
a maximum gross weight of not more 
than 3.5 tonnes, engine noise should 
not exceed 103 dBA. Vehicles with a 
maximum gross weight of more than 
3.5 tonnes and an engine power of not 
more than 150 KW shall not exceed a 
volume of 105 dBA.

Vehicles with a maximum gross 
weight of more than 3.5 tonnes 
and an engine  power of more 
than 150KW must not exceed 

107 dBA. Cranes and vehicles 
equipped with special equipment 
must not exceed 110 dBA. 

Meanwhile, Sar Kheng urged au-
thorities throughout the country to 

conduct inspections and educate 
workshop owners to stop offering 
all unnecessary modification ser-
vices. If any vehicle owner disobeys 
the instructions, strict enforce-

ment measures must be taken.
Sar Kheng added that relevant au-

thorities should impound all vehicles 
with modified exhaust systems or re-
move them and educate the vehicle 

owner depending on the severity of 
their offences. 

He reminded police to carry out 
strict and thorough enforcement du-
ties with professional ethics and with-
out exceptions.

Deputy National Police chief and 
spokesman Chhay Kim Khoeun said 
on January 17 that the authorities have 
begun to disseminate information to 
the public and guide them about the 
regulations without delay.

“We haven’t set a timeline of one or 
two weeks, but we have started doing 
it. After disseminating [the informa-
tion] and educating the people in their 
localities, we will start taking legal 
measures,” he said.

Institute for Road Safety acting direc-
tor Kong Ratanak said that inspecting 
noisy vehicles is a good way to reduce 
public disturbances, though they do 
not pose a high risk to cause accidents 
or a loss of life.

“The wrong [modification] of a car 
exhaust system can cause disturbanc-
es to the people, but the authorities 
should only disseminate the regula-
tions and educate them because there 
are not many. We should focus more on 
the traffic accidents that cause deaths 
and injuries every day,” he said.

Police recently began intercepting loud motorcycles in Phnom Penh under new regulations regarding noise. Police

Prime Minister Hun Sen and Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi in Phnom Penh in October last year. SPM

Sinopharm to provide first 
Covid vaccine for Kingdom



Ex-CNRP’s Sochua says attempt to return for trial fails
Niem Chheng

MU SOCHUA, former vice-president 
of the Supreme Court-dissolved 
Cambodia National Rescue Party 
(CNRP), claimed she had failed in her 
attempt to return for her trial as she 
did not have the necessary travel 
document.

In a tweet on January 16, Sochua 
said she had arrived at Los Angeles 
International Airport and would 
travel to Cambodia via Singapore to 
attend the trial. But shortly after-
wards, former CNRP President Sam 
Rainsy wrote on Twitter that at 3am 
US time, Sochua was denied board-
ing on a Singapore Airlines flight to 
Cambodia because she did not have 
a visa.

“It’s not because I did not apply for 
a visa, rather it was because the Hun 
Sen government denied my consti-
tutional right to face trial,” Sochua 
said.

Reached by The Post for further 
comment on January 17, Sochua said: 

“I went to apply for a visa for my 
American passport at the Cambodian 
Consulate in Lowell, [Massachusetts] 
but they asked me to wait for the 
decision from Phnom Penh. 

“I went to the Cambodian embassy 
in Washington, DC, to try to activate 
my Cambodian passport, [but] the 
embassy closed the doors when we 
came.”   

Former CNRP lawmaker Ou Chan-
roth said he had waited for Sochua’s 
return before deciding whether to 
form a new political party.

He said the government should 
issue Sochua a visa for her to return 
and stand trial.

As for her failed attempt to return 
to Cambodia, Chanroth said Sochua 
was aware in advance that the gov-
ernment would not issue a visa for 
her. He said her attempt was merely 
to prove to the public that her failure 
to return was not her fault.

“It also reflects badly on [Sochua]. 
If you realise that you are not allowed 
to enter the country but still try to do 

it anyway, then we can say in simple 
language that [it is] demagoguery in 
order to make people anxious. 

“We know clearly that the govern-
ment will not issue her a visa, so she 
will not be able to enter the country. 
There is no need to buy [an] air tick-
et without [a] visa,” he said.

Ministry of Justice spokesman Chin 
Malin said the attempt to return was 
merely a stunt.  

“Her attempt does not seem good, 
flying from the US to Singapore and 
got stuck [there], only to return to the 
US later [and] finally staying at 
home,” he said in a Facebook post.

Cambodian Youth Party president 
Pich Sros also wrote in an open letter 
that Sochua’s attempt to return to 
Cambodia without visa or passport 
was her show for supporters and a 
public deception.
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hunting has been superseded 
by an unprecedented crisis of 
poaching and snaring fuelled 
by an illegal wildlife trade 
which he said is the primary 
cause of the severe depletion 
of ungulates in the parks.

W WF-Cambodia’s Biodi-
versity Research & Monitor-
ing Manager Milou Groenen-
berg described snares as a 
principal threat to ungulate 
species – and also a major 
contributor towards the rapid 
decline of natural predators 
like Indochinese leopards 
who prey on them. 

A joint press release from 
WWF-Cambodia, the US 
Agency for International 
Development (USAID) and 
other partners said: “Although 
the ‘Population Status of 
Ungulates’ report shows the 
situation is critical, there is still 
hope to save these wild animal 
species from extinction.

“But without immediate and 
innovative actions to counter-
act the key threats and their 
drivers, the biodiversity will 
continue to decline rapidly 
and ultimately disappear.

“The Ministry of Environ-
ment and WWF are currently 
studying the possibilities for 
the implementation of a com-

prehensive ungulate recovery 
programme, urgently required 
to reverse the declining popu-
lation trends, while tackling 
the root cause of wildlife 
trade,” the report said.

WWF-Cambodia country 
director Seng Teak said it is not 
too late to make a difference, 
but immediate collective con-
servation actions must be 
taken at all levels.

“The scientific findings in 
the report highlight the urgent 
need for comprehensive and 
innovative solutions in order 
to reverse the wildlife decline, 
while calling for better ways of 
managing, using and sharing 
natural resources,” he said.

The environment ministry 
and WWF-Cambodia will con-
tinue to work closely with local 
communities and partner 
organisations to develop 
intensive conservation meas-
ures to reduce poaching and 
increase the effectiveness of 
law enforcement. 

According to the report, the 
current populations of ban-
teng are estimated at 371 in the 
core area of the Srepok Wildlife 
Sanctuary and 485 in the 
Phnom Prich Wildlife Sanctu-
ary. Red muntjac populations 
are estimated to be 1,425 and 
4,453, respectively, in the two 
sanctuaries.

Ministry to work with 
communities, partners 
to conserve wildlife

Public urged to stay cautious 
as Covid infection risks remain
Mom Kunthear

I
N JUST under a period of 
one month, a total of 69 
migrant workers who 
returned to Cambodia 

from Thailand through land 
border crossings have tested 
positive for Covid-19. Thus far, 
21 of them have recovered.

With the number of people 
infected with Covid-19 in 
Thailand still increasing, the 
ministries of Health and La-
bour and Vocational Training 
have urged migrant workers 
there to remain vigilant and 
implement preventive mea-
sures consistently.

Labour minister Ith Sam 
Heng said: “Please, all Cambo-
dian migrant workers in Thai-
land, stay in place and stop 
coming to the border to return 

to your hometowns. Please 
don’t undermine the Thai au-
thorities’ efforts at preventing 
Covid-19,” he said.

Meanwhile, health minis-
try spokeswoman Or Vandine 
warned that although Cambo-
dia managed to prevent a mass 
outbreak following the No-
vember 28 community event 
– a reference to the first con-
firmed case of local transmis-
sion – infection risks remained 
if people drop their guard. 

Vandine said the health min-
istry had found 15 returning 
Cambodian workers infected 
with Covid-19 in one day.

“This is a larger number than 
we had previously foreseen 
and with this many infections, 
if even one person skips quar-
antine somehow it could easily 
lead to an outbreak. So please 

do not be negligent.
“I have frequently warned 

that if we easily forget about 
Covid-19 thinking the Novem-
ber 28 community event is over, 
the virus can easily infect us. 

Vandine said all people must 
continue to follow the “new 
normal” by consistently im-
plementing the three do’s and 
three don’ts guidelines intro-
duced by Prime Minister Hun 
Sen and the health ministry. 

These measures are the most 
effective way to fight against 
Covid-19 and will remain im-
portant for the foreseeable fu-
ture, Vandine said. 

She warned that Covid-19 
probably cannot be fully de-
feated in Cambodia this year. 
Despite the positive develop-
ments with Covid-19 vaccines, 
she pointed out, these guide-

lines are still necessary for ev-
eryone until most of the coun-
try is actually vaccinated.

According to the health min-
istry’s January 17 report, Cam-
bodia has recorded a total of 439 
Covid-19 cases, including the 
69 cases among migrant work-
ers returning from Thailand. 

Of the 385 patients who have 
recovered and been discharged 
from hospital, 21 are Cambo-
dian migrants from Thailand. 

Among the 54 patients still 
hospitalised, six are at the Na-
tional Centre for Tuberculosis 
and Leprosy Control; one at 
Pailin Provincial Referral Hos-
pital; 34 at Banteay Meanchey 
Provincial Referral Hospital; 
11 at Battambang Provincial 
Referral Hospital; and two at 
the Oddar Meanchey Provin-
cial Referral Hospital.

69 returning migrant workers from Thailand through land border crossings have tested positive for Covid-19. banteay  Meanchey Provincial hall

Environment ministry spokesman Neth Pheaktra shows a photo of the 
endangered banteng in a press conference. yousos aPdoulrashiM

Mu Sochua, former vice-president of the Supreme Court-dissolved CNRP (third from 
left), with supporters at the Los Angeles International Airport. saM rainsy via facebook
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Voun Dara

M
INISTER of Interi-
or Sar Kheng has 
instructed mu-
nicipal and pro-

vincial governors to prepare 
2020 work review reports and 
set goals for this year to high-
light development achieve-
ments in their localities.

The work review reports 
must incorporate achieve-
ments and challenges of na-
tional-level working groups, 
detailed programmes and rel-
evant documents.

According to Sar Kheng’s let-
ter dated January 11 on “2020 
work review results and 2021 
goal setting for municipal and 
provincial admin-
istrations and 
national-level 
working groups”, 
these reports 
are to be sent 
to the Ministry 
of Interior’s 
General De-
partment of 
Administra-

tion by the end of January.  
The letter stated that when 

organising assemblies, mu-
nicipal and provincial admin-
istrations must strictly carry 
out Covid-19 protective mea-
sures according to guidelines 
laid out by the government 
and Ministry of Health. 

The letter said the govern-
ment had formed national-
level working groups to help 
people in local communities. 
These groups are tasked with 
inspecting and supporting po-
litical platforms and the gov-
ernment’s Rectangular Strategy 
Phase IV implementation. 

The purpose of these groups 
is to strengthen public service 
provision to people and socio-
economic development in lo-
calities with quality, effective-

ness and inclusiveness. 
Stung Treng Provincial 

Hall spokesman Men Kong 
said the provincial admin-
istration had already re-

viewed the work implemen-
tation reports from last year. 

“We have already re-
viewed the 2020 

works. There 
are many 

reports, so we will summarise 
and collate them in the near 
future,” he said.

Preah Sihanouk Provin-
cial Hall spokesman Kheang 
Phearom acknowledged that 
the provincial administration 
would prepare reviews as in-
structed by the interior ministry.

“Before organising a confer-
ence to present the 2020 work 
results, we will organise a re-
view meeting among all rele-
vant departments and units at 
the provincial level,” he said.

Preah Sihanouk provincial 
coordinator for rights group 
Adhoc Cheap Sotheary said 
that last year, civil society 
organisations (CSOs) in the 
province had received good 
cooperation from the provin-
cial administration. 

He said the provincial ad-
ministration did not restrict 
meetings held by CSOs. But 
there were many problems 
related to land disputes be-
cause the provincial admin-
istration had not well imple-
mented the instructions by 
the prime minister.

“Prime Minister Hun Sen has 
told the provincial administra-
tion to solve land disputes in 
localities [moderately], and they 
must not arrest people. But 
Preah Sihanouk province has 
used court procedures to detain 
people involved in the disputes, 
especially last year,” she said.

National
4 THE PHNOM PENH POST  JANuARy  18, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Khouth Sophak Chakrya 

STuNG TRENG provincial 
anti-drug trafficking police 
are set to send two Laotians 
to the provincial court on 
January 18 for allegedly traf-
ficking 46kg of illegal drugs. 

Provincial Anti-Drug Bureau 
chief Chem Phanith said the 
two Laotian men aged 28 and 
29 were arrested in the early 
hours of January 15 at a border 
checkpoint in Borei O’Svay 
Sen Chey district’s O’Svay 
commune. Police searched 
them and discovered 46 pack-
ages of methamphetamines 
weighing a total of 46kg. 

“They will be sent to the 
provincial court on Monday 
morning [January 18] to begin 
legal proceedings,” he said. 

According to Phanith, a 

group of six people are sus-
pected of being involved in 
the case, but four of them 
managed to escape into Laos 
when they were stopped by 
the border police that night.

Deputy National Police chief 
in charge of anti-drug enforce-
ment Mak Chito said Cambo-
dian and Laotian authorities 
are working together to search 
for the four suspects. 

“The two Laotians con-
fessed that they are part of a 
new group [of drug traffick-
ers] with a ringleader in the 
golden triangle region and a 
small network in Myanmar, 
Thailand and Laos. 

“This group’s network is 
also likely present in Cambo-
dia given that we caught them 
here,” he said. 

Chito called on Cambodians 

to abstain from using any ille-
gal drugs and never to involve 
themselves in drug crimes. 

He called on the public to 
report to the authorities when 
they are aware of drug crimes 
taking place so that police 
can intervene. Drug abuse, he 
said, negatively affects one’s 
health and family life as well 
as negatively impacting the 
economy and society. 

According to the National 
Police, at least 32 people were 
apprehended nationwide on 
January 16 alone for activ-
ity involving 11 different drug 
cases. Half of those 32 were 
drug traffickers and half were 
drug users. 

Police confiscated 9.29g and 
50 small packages of meth-
amphetamine as evidence in 
the 11 cases.

Laotian drug traffickers arrested

Work reports to set new 
year goals, review 2020

Two Laotian nationals caught in Stung Treng are part of a new drug trafficking ring. police
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Illegal fish nets kill adult male 
Irrawaddy dolphin in Kratie
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

COnSErVaTIOnISTS and 
communities in the anlong 
Kampi Irrawaddy dolphin con-
servation area in Kratie prov-
ince said that despite the ban 
on fishing and regular patrols, 
fishing offences in the area are 
still happening which they said 
is cause for alarm.

The concern was raised 
when an adult male Irrawaddy 
dolphin was recently found 
dead in the Mekong river in 
Sambok commune of Kratie’s 
Chitr Borei district.   

Provincial Fisheries admin-
istration deputy director Tan 
Someth Bunwat told The Post 
on january 17 that the dolphin 
was found stuck in a fishing net 
on the evening of january 14.

“nets are the biggest risk for 
Irrawaddy dolphins. The car-
cass of the male dolphin that 
we found on january 14 had its 
tail and body entangled with 
fishing nets. This is our biggest 
concern,” he said.

The fishing net was made from 
soft nylon thread which does not 
easily dissolve in water.

according to Someth Bunwat, 
the carcass was 198cm long, 
weighed 85kg and was between 
12 and 15 years old, which he 
said is of reproductive age. 

The dolphin had been dead for 
around three days because it was 
rotten. The carcass is currently 
being kept at the World Wild 
Fund for nature’s (WWF-Cam-
bodia) Kratie office after under-

going a biopsy on january 15.
after this incident, the river 

guards increased their patrols 
day and night to determine the 
identity of the suspects who 
the authorities suspected were 
smuggled into the area.

nhem yon, a tour boat oper-
ator in the anlong Kampi 
resort area, expressed deep 
regret for the loss of another 
Irrawaddy dolphin.

yon, who also transports 
tourists by boat to see Irrawad-
dy dolphins, told The Post on 
january 17 that the dolphins 

are an attraction that spur 
tourism, helping locals to earn 
income and have better lives.

He said his community has 
always participated in the pro-
tection and conservation of 
Irrawaddy dolphins by patrol-
ling to stop illegal fishing and 
promoting the benefits of 
Irrawaddy dolphins once a week 
to people living in various vil-
lages and  students in schools.

yon said the perpetrators 
were likely outsiders who car-
ried out illegal fishing activi-
ties at night.

An 85kg adult male Irrawaddy dolphin was found dead in Kratie last 
Thursday. FN

uS funds P Vihear, Bakheng temple repairs
Orm Bunthoeurn

T
HE uS has provided 
$420,000 in grants for 
the repair and pres-
ervation of temples 

in Preah Vihear province and 
Phnom Bakheng temple in 
Siem reap.  

a signing ceremony was 
held on january 16 at Phnom 
Bakheng with uS ambassa-
dor to Cambodia W. Patrick 
Murphy and Minister of Cul-
ture and Fine arts Phoeurng 
Sackona in attendance. 

Speaking after the ceremo-
ny, Murphy said the grants 
were to be split between two 
temples. 

He said the first grant would 
be $120,000 for the national au-
thority of Preah Vihear to pre-
serve the northern staircase of 
the 11th century temple there, 
including work to restore the 
ancient drainage system along 
both sides of the staircase. 

He said the second grant 
of $300,000 would go to the 
World Monuments Fund 
(WMF) to continue with Phase 
5 of their conservation work at 
Phnom Bakheng for a period 
of 24 months through 2022. 

The Phnom Bakheng proj-
ect will be carried out as part 
of the WMF’s long-term work-
ing relationship with the ap-
sara national authority. 

“I am incredibly proud to an-
nounce these grants today, in 
partnership with Cambodian 
stakeholders. [They] will help 
preserve these temples for fu-

ture generations,” Murphy said.
He added that these histor-

ic sites are enduring parts of 
Cambodia’s unique cultural 
heritage and that they are 
heralded and appreciated by 
the entire world. 

Murphy continued that 
over the past two decades, the 
uS has provided more than 
$5 million in aid for the pres-
ervation of cultural heritage 
sites in Cambodia through 
The ambassadors Fund for 

Cultural Preservation, which 
is overseen by the uS Depart-
ment of State. 

In addition, Murphy not-
ed that the uS government 
has assisted Cambodia with 
money for heritage sites from 
other sources and with aid 
directed towards many other 
areas such as public health, 
agriculture, the environment, 
law enforcement and com-
batting human trafficking,. 

Culture minister Sackona 

said the uS grants represented 
welcome cultural cooperation 
between the two countries. 

She said that signing cer-
emony had substantiated the 
long-standing support and 
firm commitment of the uS 
government, along with the 
international community, for 
protecting, conserving and 
restoring cultural heritage in 
Cambodia.

“I believe that this relation-
ship – cooperation based on 

the shared values between 
Cambodia and the uS gov-
ernment and their citizens – 
will continue to develop [and 
grow] stronger,” she said.

She added that since 2001, 
the uS has provided a lot 
of support for the repair of 
temples in Cambodia and to-
wards stopping illegal antiq-
uities trafficking.  

She also noted that most of 
the ancient Khmer temples 
are being repaired by Cam-

bodian experts with funding 
coming from many different 
governments and other co-
operative partners. 

“We have received funds 
from the angkor Wat Temple 
Foundation that were pro-
vided by the Cambodian gov-
ernment from the national 
budget. We have also received 
funds from many other friends 
such as France, India, China 
and japan,” Sackona said.

Benedicte de Montlaur, 
president and CEO of World 
Monuments Fund, thanked 
the uS embassy for its support 
in conserving Phnom Bakheng 
as an important cultural mon-
ument and part of the history 
of Khmer civilisation.  

“We are thrilled to build on 
more than three decades of 
stewardship at angkor archae-
ological Park to ensure this 
profound monumental com-
plex continues to educate and 
enlighten the world,” she said.

Transparency International 
Cambodia executive director 
Pech Pisey noted that these 
bilateral and multilateral aid 
deals are generally free of overt 
corruption or misuse of funds.  

“With bilateral or multilat-
eral aid provided by develop-
ment partners, I think that in 
general, there is a very high 
degree of accountability and 
transparency because they 
always have a third or fourth 
party monitoring the process 
and providing a public evalu-
ation of how everything is be-
ing done,” he said.

US Ambassador Patrick Murphy (second from left) and culture minister Phoeurng Sackona (third from left) take a walk at Phnom Bakheng after 
the signing ceremony of US grants to assist preservation of temples in Siem Reap and Preah Vihear provinces on Saturday.  orm BuNthoeurN



Thou Vireak 

STATE-RUN electricity utility Electricite 
du Cambodge (EDC) has inaugurated 
a new substation and 230kV high-volt-
age transmission line in Tbong Khmum 
province as part of the government’s 
efforts to promote electrical-grid stabil-
ity for the public and industries.

EDC director-general Keo Rattanak 
told The Post that the launch of the 
new substation followed successful 
tests completed on January 14. Super-
vision of the project was handled by 
EDC engineers with assistance from 
French technical advisers. 

“The operation of this substation is 
the fruit of good cooperation between 
Cambodia and the French govern-
ment via Agence Francaise de Devel-
oppement,” he said.

Rattanak noted that primary con-
struction of the 230kV transmission line 
was realised by collaboration between 
Cambodia and China with the common 
goal of developing the power grid and 
electricity sector. The substation was 

built by the China National Heavy 
Machinery Corporation (CHMC).

“This is the first substation to be 
operational in Tbong Khmum prov-
ince. In the past, the electricity sup-
ply in this province was brought from 
Kampong Cham, Prey Veng and 
imported from Vietnam,” he said.

The substation will supply Tbong 
Khmum province as a whole and also 
distribute to Prey Veng province 
through the 230kV transmission line, 
which will conduct first-phase oper-
ations at 115kV. It will also connect 
to Svay Rieng province via existing 
115kV high-voltage transmission 
lines, according to Ratanak.

“The substation will sustain a 
more stable supply of electricity for 
the local people,” he said.

Victor Jona, director-general of the 
Ministry of Mines and Energy’s Gen-
eral Department of Energy, told The 
Post that the new substation was con-
nected to all power plants in Preah 
Sihanouk province via the local grid.

To date, the government has com-

missioned 34 substations across the 
country.

“The new substation is part of a 
plan to expand the national trans-
mission network lines within the 
national framework which will con-
tribute to the stabilisation of power 
supplied to the public, industries and 
other services,” he said.

At the end of last year, a $380 million 
400MW heavy fuel oil power facility in 
Kandal province’s Lvea Em district was 
completed and is ready to ramp up pro-
duction once demand is high enough.

Nationwide electricity consump-
tion fell last year by 10 to 12 per cent 
due to interruptions of industries 
stemming from the Covid-19 outbreak. 
The greatest impact on consumption 
was seen in the garment sector where 
industrial production accounts for 
more than 40 per cent of total con-
sumption, according to Jona.

Prior to the pandemic, EDC had 
forecast electricity demand in Cam-
bodia to reach a record high of 
2,500MW by 2021.
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,800 16,620 16,800 16,620

2 GTI 3,400 3,500 3,500 3,400

3 PAS 13,800 14,000 14,080 13,800

4 PEPC 2,900 2,900 2,900 2,810

5 PPAP 11,700 11,800 11,800 11,600

6 PPSP 1,350 1,380 1,380 1,300

7 PWSA 6,180 6,200 6,200 6,180

Date: January 15, 2021

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,068 1.2698 6.4738 103.69 4.0365 1.3279 30.03 0.7742 1.2134 1.3643

SECC prepared 
to list shares of 
holding firms
May Kunmakara

T
HE Securities and Ex-
change Commission 
of Cambodia (SECC) 
is drafting a prakas on 

public offerings of equity secu-
rities for holding companies to 
allow them to issue shares on 
the Cambodia Securities Ex-
change (CSX) in a move towards 
diversification and development 
of the nation’s capital markets. 

SECC director-general Sou 
Socheat told The Post that 
consultations with relevant 
parties were ongoing to ac-
count for their input before 
the prakas is made official.

“Currently, we are conducting 
public consultations to get more 
feedback from relevant stake-
holders, and we will consider 
any suggestions that are suitable 
for incorporation into the pra-
kas prior to seeking approval.

“The draft is designed for 
holding companies – mean-
ing it addresses the special 
cases where a company holds 
shares of other companies 

without participating directly 
in the business activities of 
the companies they are hold-
ing,” Socheat explained. 

“We are creating this special 
procedure to enable them to 
issue their shares on the stock 
market. This new procedure 
will not impact existing share 
issuers. It is a complimentary 
measure to promote the issu-
ance of securities in our capi-
tal market,” he added. 

CSX vice-chairman Jong 
Weon Ha told The Post that as 
per the draft prakas, process-
es for Initial Public Offerings 
(IPOs) will not be significantly 
changed, but some require-
ments and conditions must be 
adjusted according to the dif-
ferent nature of the companies. 

“This new prakas opens the 
door for holding companies 
to raise funds by listing their 
firms in Cambodia,” he said.

Ha emphasised the distinc-
tion that holding companies 
own and manage shares in 
other companies rather than 
conducting their own busi-

ness operations like standard 
operating companies. 

Existing regulations are not 
sufficient to cover procedures 
for public offerings and sub-
sequent obligations for listing 
holding companies established 
in Cambodia, he explained. 

“Therefore, the project has 

been initiated and has now 
arrived at this stage where 
the draft prakas is put on the 
table for discussion,” Ha said. 

The SECC’s Socheat said a 
timeframe for approval of the 
prakas will be determined af-
ter accounting for the input 
from relevant stakeholders.

There are currently 13 
listed firms in the Kingdom – 
seven with stock listings and 
six with corporate bond list-
ings. According to CSX data, 
they had raised a combined 
$253 million as of September 
30 last year.

The stock index rose 58.37 

per cent in 2019 over 2018, only 
to dip 14.93 per cent in 2020.

Last year, public offerings 
were made by two companies 
listing stocks and three listing 
bonds. The five firms raised a 
combined $92 million from 
January to September, the 
data showed.

Sou Socheat, director-general of the Securities and Exchange Commission of Cambodia. Hean Rangsey

To date, the government has commissioned 34 substations across the country.HOng Menea

Power grid upgrades expand service, improve reliability
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after dizzying gyrations, 
the question remains: 
what is bitcoin worth?
aFTEr the latest wild ride took 
the poster child of cryptocur-
rencies above $40,000 before a 
stomach-churning plunge, the 
million dollar question won’t 
go away: how much is bitcoin 
actually worth?

The virtual currency barrel-
led to new highs to rise more 
than 400 per cent over the past 
year, before promptly sliding 
some 20 per cent and then set-
tling around $36,000.

When it started life in 2009 
as open-source software, bit-
coin was essentially worth 
zero – though within a year it 
had reached the heady heights 
of eight cents.

at today’s market rates, 
bloated by a surge in institu-
tional demand, the digital 
unit’s market capitalisation is 
worth some $670 billion with 
myriad other crypto coins 
such as ethereum lifting the 
sector nominally close to the 
trillion mark.

although that’s small pota-
toes compared to the $68 tril-
lion or so swilling around 
world stock markets, it is 
nonetheless the sort of finan-
cial territory staked out by Wall 
Street tech royalty such as 
Google, apple or Tesla. 

One tech site, assetDash.com, 
notes that bitcoin is currently 
worth around as much as Face-
book and a little more than Chi-
nese e-retail giant alibaba.

Curse of the forgotten pass-
word

although deep-pocketed 
investors have recently 
become enthusiasts, crypto 
was in its early days the pre-
serve of geeky amateur inves-
tors.

It is the latter who have main-
ly suffered as an estimated four 
million of the roughly 19 mil-
lion bitcoin units currently in 
circulation have been lost.

“Lost” does not mean the 
coins have fallen down the 
back of the sofa or through a 
hole in a trouser pocket: they 
have been electronically 
zapped from the record, often 
because their owner has for-
gotten a password to coins 
hoarded on a uSB stick.

One uS developer mislaid 
his password after storing 
7,002 bitcoins on one such 
flash drive, forcing him to 
wave goodbye, on paper (or 
rather, the trading screen), to 
around $280 million.

This week, Welshman james 
Howells desperately offered 
his local authority a quarter of 
his fortune to dig up a landfill 

site where he believes a hard 
drive he accidentally tossed 
away – and which has since 
soared in value to around $270 
million – is buried. The council 
refused, citing the cost and 
logistical restrictions. 

according to analysts at jP 
Morgan, bitcoin may be high-
ly volatile but could go as high 
as $146,000 per unit, putting it 
in competition with gold as an 
asset class in terms of private 
sector investment.

That volatility, as well as the 
unregulated and decentralised 
nature of the bitcoin beast, are 
key reasons why many sea-
soned financial observers are 
scared off – as well as the risk 
of “losing” their stash.

“Most of the lost bitcoins 
were acquired in the early 
days,” said Philip Gradwell, 
economist with Chainalysis.

Gradwell said that around 
one in five bitcoins in circula-
tion today have not budged 
from their location in five years 
– since days when the unit was 
worth not much more than 
$100.

“One or two million of those 
belong to Satoshi himself,” 
added Gradwell, referring to 
the creator of the coin, whose 
identity remains unknown.

He added that the bulk of 
investors are not day-to-day 
traders, but people making a 
long-term punt – and he esti-
mates that the spectacular 
price boom of recent weeks 
has involved only around five 
millions units.

Patrick Heusser, head of trad-
ing at Swiss trader Crypto Broker, 
said that following the trading 
volumes of a variety of crypto-
currencies, rather than just bit-
coin, would give a better idea of 
how the market is faring.

“Ethereum has a lot of activ-
ity on the chain, but on the 
litecoin side there is almost 
nothing going on,” said Heuss-
er, with the former valued at 
some $138 billion currently, 
and the latter at $10 billion.

Heusser suggested the rises 
have been largely a bitcoin 
slipstream effect, and he cau-
tioned against drawing paral-
lels with gold.

“To be honest I don’t believe 
that it is a very powerful or 
insightful metric inside what’s 
going on in the crypto mar-
ket,” Heusser concluded.

after years of experience on 
traditional currency markets, 
he judged that it was early days 
for the crypto equivalent.

“We’re still a small fish,” he 
said. AFP

At today’s market rates, the digital unit’s market capitalisation is worth 
some $670 billion with myriad other crypto coins. AFP

Thou Vireak

THE Ministry of Tourism is drafting a 
master plan for the development of Kep 
province into a high-end, eco-tourism 
destination, identifying four major sites 
and 251 development projects.

Tourism minister Thong Khon presided 
over a meeting on january 14 to discuss pro-
posals for inclusion in the strategic plan.

 During the meeting, ny Phally – min-
istry undersecretary of state and director 
of the secretariat of the inter-ministerial 
commission – announced that the four 
primary development areas were Kep 
town, ankol beach, the Phnom Vore 
region, and the province’s archipelago.

Phally said the master plan provides for 
improvements of the existing Kep beach 
and development of angkol beach as a 
new tourist site.

“apart from improving these coastal 
areas, there are many other development 
projects, including expansion of interna-
tional sports facilities, construction of a 
tourist-oriented war museum and organ-
isation of visits to the 13 islands which are 
rich in biodiversity like corals, sea dol-
phins, dugong, fish and many other rare 
species,” he said.

Phally said the master plan will also turn 
the Sre ambel salt-field area into an agro-

tourism destination with the establish-
ment of a museum introducing the local 
salt production chain.

He said: “We will also establish mini-
mart, night market and food street, con-
nect waterway tourism from the interna-
tional port in Kampot [province] to Kep 
and arrange festivals and other events.” 

The inter-ministerial commission out-
lined nine key strategies in its draft mas-
ter plan, Phally said.

These strategies include the develop-
ment of tourism resources in Kep town, 
investment in development of tourism 
travel corridors and improving the qual-
ity and safety of tourism in the region.

additionally, provisions aim to develop 
local human resources for the tourist 
industry and implement marketing and 
promotion. Strategies will be created to 
manage and support tourism develop-
ment, strengthen supply chains, innovate 
solutions and strengthen governance for 
the monitoring and evaluation of 
progress.

Minister Thong Khon said the commis-
sion seeks to make Kep an attractive and 
competitive luxury destination for region-
al and international travellers.

He said: “The master plan for the devel-
opment of tourism in Kep is an important 
strategic document that can promote 

tourism in Kep and help restore the indus-
try, during and after the Covid-19 crisis.” 

Cambodia association of Travel agents 
president Chhay Sivlin described Kep as 
one of the country’s potential coastal des-
tinations. Development of the province 
will create new tourism products, making 
it more attractive to domestic and inter-
national tourists when the pandemic 
subsides.

“Kep is a rich natural tourist destination 
with Preng Stream, seafood, salt marshes 
and mountains. I believe it has great 
potential to attract tourists,” she said.

Sivlin hopes that the plan to develop 
Kep into a tourist destination will help 
revive Cambodia’s tourism sector which, 
like its counterparts around the world, 
has been decimated by policy responses 
to Covid-19.

“I welcome the ministry’s plan for devel-
opment of this province, which will con-
tribute to promoting tourism in Cambo-
dia in the future. We have not yet used this 
province to its full potential. With further 
development, we will attract tourists to 
stay here longer,” she said.

according to the tourism ministry, 
meeting participants agreed to review the 
draft master plan in March before submit-
ting it to the national Committee for 
Tourism Development.

Duty-free exports to uS jump
Hin Pisei 

C
aMBODIa exported 
goods worth $6.06 
billion to the uS 
market in the first 11 

months of last year, up 22.2 per 
cent from the same period in 
2019, while total bilateral trade 
volume reached $6.37 billion, 
according to data released by 
the uS Bureau of Commerce.

Trade between the two coun-
tries was up 17.05 per cent 
over 2019’s aggregate $5.44 bil-
lion on the strength of Cambo-
dia’s exports which rose $1.1 
billion from $4.96 billion in 
2019 – offsetting a 35.6 per 
cent year-on-year decline in 
the value of imports from the 
uS, to $312.1 million from 
$484.7 million.

Hong Vanak, director of the 
royal academy of Cambodia’s 
(raC)International Economics 
Department, told The Post on 

january 17 that despite the glo-
bal Covid-19 crisis causing 
international trade volumes to 
decline generally around the 
world, Cambodia’s exports to 
the uS had been an exception.

He attributed the gains to 
improving diplomatic rela-
tions and communication 
between local manufacturers 
and uS buyers as well as duty-
free market access granted by 
the uS’ Generalised System of 
Preferences (GSP).

“It is no coincidence that 
Cambodia’s exports to the uS 
continue to grow. This increase 
is strongly related to provisions 
of the GSP scheme, including 
tax exemption for the importa-
tion of travel products made in 
Cambodia,” Vanak said.

He noted, however, that the 
GSP arrangements expired at 
the end of last year, and renew-
al was still pending.

“regarding bilateral trade in 

2021, we will first need to wait 
and see the uS’ decision to re-
authorise the GSP,” Vanak 
explained.

The Garment Manufacturers 
association in Cambodia 
(GMaC) noted that uS import-
ers would be required to pay 
duties on Cambodian prod-
ucts until the uS Congress re-
authorises GSP exemptions for 
the Kingdom.

“Goods entering the uS after 
December 31, 2020, will be 
subject to MFn [Most-Fa-
voured-nation] duty rates, but 
the claim for GSP treatment 
should continue to be made as 
past Congressional practice 
has been to extend the pro-
gramme retroactively from the 
original expiration date, so 
that importers are refunded, 
without interest, for duties 
incurred during the lapse,” 
read a notice from GMaC.

Cambodia is one of 119 

countries and territories to 
benefit from the GSP pro-
gramme. The uS government 
has been providing duty-free 
access for exported Cambo-
dian travel goods such as suit-
cases, backpacks, handbags 
and wallets under the GSP 
since july 2016.

In the context of the coun-
try’s rising exports, Vanak of 
the raC urged local industries 
to diversify products deliver-
able to the uS market, noting: 
“Cambodia must further 
examine its opportunities in 
other areas, especially the 
agricultural sector, which is in 
high demand in the uS.”

Currently, most of Cambo-
dia’s exports to the uS are 
clothing, footwear, travel bags 
and electronic components, 
while uS exports to Cambodia 
include automobiles, electron-
ics and other value-added 
products.

Kep province to become tourist hotspot

Trade between the two countries was up 17.05 per cent over 2019’s aggregate $5.44 billion on the strength of Cambodia’s exports. heng chivoAn



Share price fluctuations can 
either create opportunities for 
gains for investors – or poten-
tially be the cause of losses. 

What can cause such movement in 
share prices? Supply and demand in 
the market are fundamental economic 
indicators of change in the pricing 
of products, and the same is true for 
stocks. 

Factors that drive demand (buying 
orders) higher than supply (selling or-
ders) will generally lead to an increase 
in stock price. Conversely, any that 
drive supply higher than demand will 
lead to a decrease. 

These can be divided into three 
major areas – internal factors, exter-
nal factors and market sentiment. 

Internal factors
Internal factors refer to those re-

lated to a company’s business opera-
tions that can influence its share price 
on the market. These include: 

Financial statements
Normally, the stock price of a com-

pany will change on the disclosure 
of the quarterly, semester and yearly 
financial statements that show its 
business outcomes. 

Investors will have greater confi-
dence in a firm’s stocks if the reports 
illustrate profit growth, efficient 
expenses management and sales 
potential. 

Shares in a company will as a con-
sequence become more attractive, and 
investors will be willing to pay higher 
prices to purchase them. 

Dividend policy 
Dividend policies and decisions on 

dividend pay-out ratios have a strong 
impact on market price. 

a company with a high and regular 
dividend pay-out policy is highly 
attractive, especially for short-term 
investors. 

Generally, as the dividend distribu-
tion day draws closer, the stock price 
will see a large boost. 

This is as a result of demand from 
buyers as shareholders are entitled to 
the pay-out regardless of the length of 
time they have owned stock. 

On the other hand, if a company de-
cides to change its dividend policy by 
not distributing out within five years, 
instead keeping it as investment capital 
to enlarge its business operations, the 
stock price is likely to take a fall. 

Less patient investors will sell their 

holding stocks and start searching for 
other stocks with a regular dividend 
payment. 

Other company information 
Fluctuations in stock price also 

occur in the case of a transformation 
within a company likely to affect the 
business forecast. These may include 
the take up of state-of-the-art technol-
ogy or of hot new products that bring 
an advantage over the competition.

Others include a change in a 
company’s management, whether a 
firm wins or loses bids for projects to 
sustain its revenues or a legal pros-
ecution, among others. 

For example, apple’s stock price 
surged dramatically after the company 
announced a new project to roll out 
electric cars in 2024.

as per the regulations, the afore-
mentioned financial statements and 
other stock information issued by a 
company must be publicly disclosed 
through the Cambodia Securities 
exchange (CSX). 

Investors can therefore easily 

find such information on the CSX’s 
Corporate Disclosure. 

External factors
Economics and politics 

economic uncertainty and political 
turmoil can cause stock markets to 
plummet. In such cases, listed com-
panies would start to show signs of 
turbulence, leading to profit loss and 
possible bankruptcy. 

as investors lose confidence, they 
may start selling large amounts of 
shares at lower prices. Conversely, 
share prices rise with stability and 
economic growth. 

Interest rates
There is a close correlation  

between interest rates and share 
prices. an increase in interest  
rates causes share prices to drop,  
with the opposite also true. 

higher interest rates mean the 
borrowing principal becomes more 
expensive, with the profit of a com-
pany reduced. 

This weakens investor interest in 
its stock investment as a low return 
rate is to be expected, with sell-offs at 
lower prices as a result. 

Tax policies 
amendments to taxation policy – 

such as those regarding tax incentives 
and the rate of tax and duty, among 
others – can affect the cost of products 
and services, leading to a decrease in a 
company’s profits and revenues. 

This can cause changes in stock 
prices as per the perceptions and ex-
pectations of investors regarding that 
company’s performance. 

Disasters 

It is not impossible for a company 
to be hit by the effects of an unex-
pected natural or manmade disaster, 
such as an outbreak of disease, flood-

ing or earthquakes, or social instabil-
ity or rioting. 

This can affect a company’s 
operations and lead to the loss of 
income or other assets. 

Such events may threaten a com-
pany’s financial stability and lower 
investor confidence, with sell-offs to 
be expected as a result. 

however, not every company will 
be affected in the same way. 

For example, the operations of 
some social media companies haven’t 
been upset during the Covid-19 
pandemic as others have due to an in-
crease in the numbers of users leading 
to a surge in profit rate. This drives 
the stock price to rise. 

Substitution 
Substitution refers to the replace-

ment of less liquid or less growing 
stocks with other types of securities, 
such as real estate investment trusts 
(reITs). 

The rise of various stocks and other 
securities products provides investors 
with greater choice to flexibly allocate 
their investment portfolio to match 
their investment goals. 

hence, the transformation of in-
vestment goals will urge investors to 
purchase and sell other stocks, leading 
to a fluctuation in stock price.  

Incidental transactions 
an incidental transaction is a 

type of trade made based on as-
sumptions rather than a stock’s 
intrinsic value. 

Such assumptions include rumours 
and insider information not publicly 
disclosed. These can cause extensive 
sales and acquisitions, causing rapid 
price fluctuations.  

Market sentiment 
Market sentiment – also known 

as investor sentiment – indicates the 

overall feeling of investors towards 
the market. 

This means investors make deci-
sions guided by their emotions or 
the bandwagon effect rather than 
by using fundamental and technical 
analysis, which may take longer to 
understand.  

For example, when a stock is on  
a rising trend, people may follow  
one another and start purchasing 
freely without considering whether 
or not the stocks have reached their 
peak price. 

and this will drive the market price 
of the stocks to be higher than their 
intrinsic value. 

another example is when investors 
attempt to sell their holding stocks 
and then buy the shares of a new 
listed company. 

This can cause the price of the 
new shares to increase while decreas-
ing the price of the previous holding 
stocks, although their performance 
remains strong. 

Market sentiment is considered the 
hardest factor to control and analyse 
as it lacks any specific fundamen-
tal analysis – however, investors 
shouldn’t overlook this as it has been 
shown to have great impact on stock 
market prices. 

Gains not losses: Key factors that 
affect share prices in the market 

THE PHNOM PENH POST // JaNuary 18, 2021  // www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Contributed by: The Cambodia  
Securities Exchange, Market 
Operations Department   
Email: market@csx.com.kh
Tel: 023 95 88 88 / 023 95 88 85

Disclaimer: This article has been 
compiled solely for informative and 
educational purposes. It is not intended 
to offer any recommendations or act 
as investment advice. The Cambodia 
Securities exchange is not liable for any 
losses or damages caused by using it in 
such a way. 

Factors that drive demand higher than supply generally lead to an increase in stock price.  

The Cambodia Securities Exchange is the Kingdom’s stock market.  
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Biden to sign 
dozen orders 
on Day 1 amid 
tight security 
j

oe Biden’s top aide said 
on january 16 the in-
coming president would 
sign about a dozen exec-

utive orders on his first day in 
office, as police fear violence 
from Trump supporters who 
staged a nationwide secu-
rity operation ahead of the  
inauguration.

authorities in Washington, 
where the january 20 inau-
guration will take place, said 
they arrested a man with a 
loaded handgun and more 
than 500 rounds of ammuni-
tion at a security checkpoint, 
underscoring the tension in 
the uS capital which is re-
sembling a war zone.

However, the man said it 
was “an honest mistake”, and 
that he was a private security 
guard who got lost on his way 
to work near the Capitol.

Incoming Biden chief of 
staff ron Klain said in a memo 
to new White House senior 
staff that the executive orders 
would address the pandemic, 
the ailing uS economy, cli-
mate change and racial injus-
tice in america.

“all of these crises demand 
urgent action,” Klain said in 
the memo.

“In his first 10 days in office, 
President-elect Biden (pic-
tured, aFP) will take decisive 
action to address these four 
crises, prevent other urgent 
and irreversible harms, and 
restore america’s place in 
the world,” Klain added.

as he inherits the White 
House from Donald 
Trump, Biden’s plate 
is overflowing with 
acute challenges.

The uS is fast approaching 
400,000 dead from the Covid-
19 crisis and logging well over 
a million new cases a week as 
the coronavirus spreads out 
of control.

The economy is ailing, with 
10 million fewer jobs avail-
able compared to the start of 
the pandemic. and millions of 
americans who back Trump 
refuse to recognise Biden as 
the legitimate president.

Biden last week unveiled 
plans to seek $1.9 trillion to 
revive the economy through 
new stimulus payments and 
other aid, and plans a blitz 
to accelerate america’s stum-
bling Covid vaccine rollout 
effort.

on Inauguration Day, 
Biden, as previously 
promised, will sign 
orders includ-
ing ones for the 
uS to rejoin 
the Paris cli-
mate accord 
and reverse 
Trump’s ban 
on entry of 
people from 
certain Muslim 
majority coun-
tries, Klain said.

“President-elect 
Biden w i l l 

take action – not just to re-
verse the gravest damages of 
the Trump administration – 
but also to start moving our 

country forward,” Klain 
said.

500 rounds of 
a m m u n i t i o n 
M e a n w h i l e , 
Washington was 
under a state of 
high alert after 
a mob of Presi-
dent Donald 

Trump’s sup-
porters stormed 

the Capitol on jan-
uary 6. The assault 

left five people 

dead, including a police of-
ficer.

Security officials have 
warned that armed pro-
Trump extremists, possibly 
carrying explosives, pose a 
threat to Washington as well 
as state capitals over the com-
ing week.

Thousands of national Guard 
troops have been deployed in 
Washington and streets have 
been blocked off downtown 
with concrete barriers.

on the night of january 
15, police arrested a Virginia 
man at a security checkpoint 
where he tried to use an “un-
authorised” credential to ac-
cess the restricted area where 
Biden will be inaugurated.

as officers checked the 
credential, one noticed de-

cals on the back of Wesley 
Beeler’s pick-up truck that 
said “assault Life,” with an 
image of a rifle, and an-
other with the message: 
“If they come for your 
guns, give ‘em your bul-

lets first,” according to 

a document filed in Washing-
ton, DC Superior Court.

under questioning, Beeler 
told officers he had a Glock 
handgun in the vehicle. a search 
uncovered a loaded handgun, 
more than 500 rounds of am-
munition, shotgun shells and a 
magazine for the gun, the court 
document said.

Beeler was arrested on 
charges including possession 
of an unregistered firearm 
and unlawful possession of 
ammunition.

“It was an honest mistake,” 
Beeler told the Washington Post 
after being released from jail. 

“I pulled up to a check-
point after getting lost in DC 
because I’m a country boy,” 
he said. “I showed them the 
inauguration badge that was 
given to me.”

Beeler told the newspaper 
he works as a private security 
guard near the Capitol, and 
presented a credential pro-
vided by his employer. 

He said he was licensed to 
carry his gun in Virginia, but 

forgot to take it out of his car 
before leaving home for his 
overnight shift in Washington.

Prosecutors did not object 
to Beeler’s release from jail, 
the Washington Post said, 
though he was ordered to stay 
out of Washington except for 
court-related matters.

In addition to the heavy se-
curity presence in the uS cap-
ital, law enforcement was out 
in force at statehouses around 
the country to ward off poten-
tial political violence.

Mass protests that had been 
planned for the weekend did 
not materialise on january 
16, with security far outnum-
bering Trump supporters at 
several fortified capitols, uS 
media reported.

In St Paul, Minnesota, for 
example, hundreds of law 
enforcement officers, some 
armed with long guns, ringed 
the Capitol with national 
Guard troops providing back-
up. 

The number of protesters 
totalled about 50. afp

european powers warn Iran over uranium metal plans
euroPean powers on january 16 
voiced deep concern over Iran’s plans 
to produce uranium metal, warning 
that Tehran has “no credible civilian 
use” for the element.

“The production of uranium metal 
has potentially grave military impli-
cations,” said the foreign ministers of 
Britain, France and Germany in a 
joint statement.

Iran had signed up to a 15-year ban 
on “producing or acquiring plutoni-
um or uranium metals or their alloys” 
under the so-called joint Compre-
hensive Plan of action (jCPoa) signed 
in 2015 with world powers.

“We strongly urge Iran to halt this 
activity, and return to compliance 
with its jCPoa commitments without 
further delay if it is serious about pre-
serving the deal,” said the ministers.

Their call came after the Interna-
tional atomic energy agency (Iaea) 
said on january 13 that Iran had noti-
fied the nuclear watchdog that it was 
advancing research on uranium met-
al production, aiming to provide 
advanced fuel for a research reactor 
in Tehran.

In a response to the foreign minis-
ters’ statement, Iran’s atomic energy 
organisation urged the Iaea to avoid 
creating any “misunderstanding”, 
adding that it had not yet “presented 
the design information questionnaire 
(DIQ) of the uranium metal factory” 
to the watchdog.

This would be done “after carrying 
out the necessary preparations and 
. . . within the deadline set by law”, the 
organisation said, in reference to a 
five-month deadline set by the Ira-

nian parliament in December, man-
dating Tehran to ready the factory.

It said it hoped the Iaea would not 
cause further “misunderstanding in 
the future, by refraining from men-
tioning unnecessary details in its 
reports”.

The landmark 2015 deal agreed 
between Iran and the united States, 
China, russia, Britain, France and 
Germany to limit Tehran’s nuclear 
programme has been largely in tat-
ters since President Donald Trump 
withdrew from it in 2018 and reim-
posed harsh sanctions.

The Iranian government has sig-
nalled a readiness to engage with uS 
President-elect joe Biden, who takes 
office on january 20 and who has 
expressed willingness to return to 
diplomacy with Tehran. afp

Members of the DC Police and the US National Guard maintain security near the US Capitol in Washington, DC, on Saturday, four days before US 
President-elect Joe Biden’s inauguration as the 46th president. afp

From lelft: EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs Federica Mogherini, French 
Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian, Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif 
and German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas. afp
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ASEAN

India starts huge vaccine drive

China gives Philippines half million vaccines 

Indonesia searching 
for survivors as quake 
death toll reaches 56I

ndIa kicked off one of the 
world’s largest coronavi-
rus vaccination drives on 
january 16, as uS drugs 

giant Pfizer moved to calm 
fears in Europe about delays 
to deliveries of their vaccine. 

The un is intensifying its 
push to speed up vaccine roll-
out globally, particularly to 
poorer countries, as officially 
recorded virus deaths surge 
past two million.

“I have seen people dy-
ing,” said Santa roy, a health 
worker who was one of the 
first to receive a jab in Kol-
kata said he now saw a “ray 
of hope”.

The virus continued to play 
havoc with the sporting cal-
endar, with 47 players barred 
from practising for a fortnight 
ahead of the australian Open, 
the first grand slam tourna-
ment of the year.

Passengers on two charter 
flights that brought them to 
Melbourne tested positive for 
Covid-19.

“Sorry but this is insane,” 
tweeted French player alize 
Cornet, adding: “Soon, half of 
the players from the aO will 
actually have to isolate.”

Reject ‘propaganda, rumours’
India, home to 1.3 billion 

people, has the world’s sec-
ond-largest number of record-
ed cases behind the uS.

The government aims to in-
oculate 300 million people by 
july with Covishield – devel-
oped by astraZeneca and made 
by India’s Serum Institute – or 
the homegrown Covaxin.

Covaxin is still in clinical tri-
als and recipients had to sign 
a consent form that stated 
that the “clinical efficacy . . . is 
yet to be established”.

But Prime Minister naren-
dra Modi, launching the im-
munisation campaign, urged 
people to reject “propaganda 
and rumours” about the in-
digenous vaccine.

The government says it 
has about 150,000 specially 
trained staff involved in the 

rollout and has ramped up 
security to avoid doses end-
ing up on the black market.

While India pledges huge 
strides in its rollout, Europe’s 
efforts continued to stutter.

Pfizer tried to allay concern 
among Eu countries that ship-
ments of its vaccines would 
slow down during january 
because of work at its Belgian 
plant to increase production 
capacity.

a statement from Pfizer and 
its German partner BionTech 
said the work would allow 
them to “significantly” scale 
up production of the vaccines 
in the second quarter.

deliveries would be back to 
the original schedule to the 
Eu from the week of january 
25, they pledged.

But there are concerns in 
hard-hit Europe that the Pfiz-
er delays could further slow 
a vaccine rollout that has al-
ready faced heavy criticism.

Ministers from several nor-
dic and Baltic countries said 
in a joint letter that the situ-
ation was “unacceptable” and 
“decreases the credibility of 
the vaccination process”.

and Belgium’s vaccination 
strategy taskforce condemned 
a lack of consultation by Pfiz-

er over the reduction in deliv-
eries as “incomprehensible”.

Austrian anger
as cases mount, nations 

from Italy to Brazil have dou-
bled down on restrictions and 
many places have tightened 
travel curbs in a bid to control 
new strains of the virus emerg-
ing in Brazil and South africa.

France saw a 6.00 pm night-
time curfew come into force 
while Spain said that although 
it was ruling out another lock-
down for now, regions could 
extend local curfews.

In some countries, resent-
ment is on the rise.

roughly 10,000 people 
marched in austria’s capital 
Vienna against coronavirus 
restrictions, calling on the 
government to resign.

“you’re the disease. We’re the 
cure,” read banners brandished 
by the protesters, most of whom 
refused to wear masks.

China, which had all but 
wiped out the virus, is mean-
while battling a new cluster 
near Beijing with a series of 
lockdowns. It extended its iso-
lation period for overseas ar-
rivals on january 16.

Serbia announced that it had 
received a million doses of the 

Chinese-made Sinopharm vac-
cine, one of the first European 
countries to do so. and Beijing 
promised half a million doses 
to the Philippines.

‘Out of control’
uS President-elect joe Biden 

meanwhile will sign executive 
orders on Inauguration day 
this week including one to ad-
dress the pandemic, a senior 
aide said.

The uS is fast approaching 
400,000 dead from Covid-19 
and is logging well over a mil-
lion new cases a week in the 
world’s largest economy.

Biden’s administration has 
pledged to set up thousands of 
immunisation sites, deploying 
mobile clinics and expanding 
the public health workforce.

California has been particular-
ly hard hit in recent weeks, with 
so many deaths in some parts of 
the state that funeral homes are 
running out of capacity.

Boyd Funeral Home in Los 
angeles has begun turning 
away customers for the first 
time in its history.

“It’s sad. But that’s pretty 
much how it is now,” said 
owner Candy Boyd.

“Things are getting more and 
more out of control.” afp

BEIjInG’S top diplomat pledged on 
january 16 to donate half a million coro-
navirus vaccine shots to the Philippines, 
Manila officials said – despite growing 
resistance there to Chinese-made jabs 
over concerns about their efficacy.

President rodrigo duterte’s adminis-
tration is scrambling to lock in supplies 
of Covid-19 vaccines for the country’s 

110 million people, after being criticised 
for being too slow off the mark in the 
global race to procure the drugs.

among other deals, the Philippines has 
already agreed to buy 25 million doses 
of Chinese company Sinovac’s Corona-
vac, despite the jab not having been ap-
proved by regulators in China. 

It is not clear which vaccine China will 

donate, and whether the donation is part 
of that earlier deal. The Chinese embassy 
in Manila did not respond to request for 
comment. 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang yi told 
his counterpart of the intended donation 
when he was in Manila on january 16, the 
Philippines foreign ministry said. 

duterte has actively sought closer 
ties with Beijing since taking power in 
2016, and has defended Chinese vac-
cines in the face of misgivings over 
their effectiveness. 

although trials in Turkey found Coro-
navac to be 91.25 per cent effective, 
other, more robust trials in Brazil only 
demonstrated an efficacy rate of around 
50 per cent. 

duterte came under fire last month 
after he revealed that members of his se-
curity team had been given a jab made 
by another Chinese company, Sinop-
harm, even though it had not been ap-
proved for use. 

nearly half a million people have been 
infected with the virus in the Philippines, 
with almost 10,000 fatalities. 

Health officials have warned of a pos-
sible spike in cases following the Christ-
mas holidays, religious parades and a 
confirmed case of the more infectious 
strain first identified in Britain. afp

THE death toll from a power-
ful earthquake on Indonesia’s 
Sulawesi island has jumped 
to 56, authorities said on jan-
uary 17, with thousands left 
homeless as rescuers raced to 
find anyone still alive under 
mountains of rubble.

Hospitals were overrun 
with hundreds of injured af-
ter the 6.2-magnitude quake 
struck in the early hours of 
january 15, triggering panic 
among residents of the is-
land, which was hit by a 2018 
quake-tsunami disaster that 
killed thousands. 

rescuers have spent days 
hauling corpses from beneath 
crumpled buildings in Mamu-
ju, a city of 110,000 people in 
West Sulawesi province, where 
a hospital was flattened and a 
shopping mall lay in ruins.

Others were killed south of 
the city. The official death toll 
stood at 56 – up from 46 on jan-
uary 16 – but the count could 
still climb. 

aerial images from the dev-
astated seaside city showed 
buildings reduced to a tangled 
mass of twisted metal and 
chunks of concrete, including 
the regional governor’s office. 
It was unclear how many more 
bodies could be under the de-
bris, or if there was anyone still 
trapped but alive more than 
two days after the disaster.

authorities have not given a 
figure for how many survivors 
have been rescued. a pair of 
young sisters plucked from 
under the mass of concrete 
and other debris were treated 
in hospital. Meanwhile, corps-
es were recovered from under 
a collapsed hospital, while five 
members of a family of eight 
were found dead in the crum-
pled remains of their home. 

The thousands left home-
less by the quake took to 
makeshift shelters – many lit-
tle more than tarpaulin-cov-
ered tents filled with whole 
families – that were lashed by 
heavy monsoon downpours. 
They said they were running 
low on food, blankets and 
other aid, as emergency sup-
plies were rushed to the hard-
hit region. 

Many survivors are unable 
to return to their destroyed 
homes, or were too scared 
to go back fearing a tsunami 

sparked by aftershocks, which 
are common after strong 
earthquakes. 

“It’s better to take shelter 
before something worse hap-
pens,” said Mamuju resident 
abdul Wahab, who took ref-
uge in a tent with his wife and 
four kids, including a baby. 

“We hope the government 
can deliver aid soon like food, 
medicine and milk for the 
children,” he added. 

Worried about an outbreak 
of Covid-19 in the crowded 
camps, authorities said they 
are trying to separate high- 
and lower-risk groups. 

The quake’s epicentre was 
36km south of Mamuju and it 
had a relatively shallow depth 
of 18km. 

In neighbouring Kaliman-
tan, Indonesia’s section of 
Borneo island, at least five 
people had died in heavy 
flooding while dozens more 
were missing, according to 
reports, while floods have 
killed at least five people in 
Manado, hundreds of kilome-
ters north of the quake disas-
ter in Sulawesi. 

Landslides in West java 
killed at least 28 last week as 
the rainy season heaps mis-
ery on parts of the sprawling 
nation. 

at the eastern end of java 
island, rumbling Mount Se-
meru erupted late january 
16, shooting a plume of ash 
and debris some 4.5km into 
the sky, as bright red lava 
flowed down its crater. There 
were no immediate reports 
of casualties. 

disaster-prone Indonesia, a 
Southeast asian archipelago 
of nearly 270 million, experi-
ences frequent seismic and 
volcanic activity due to its 
position on the Pacific “ring 
of Fire”, where tectonic plates 
collide. 

In 2018, a 7.5-magnitude 
quake and a subsequent tsu-
nami in Palu on Sulawesi left 
more than 4,300 people dead 
or missing. and on decem-
ber 26, 2004, a 9.1-magnitude 
earthquake struck off the 
coast of Sumatra and triggered 
a tsunami that killed 220,000 
throughout the region, in-
cluding around 170,000 in 
Indonesia. THE JaKaRTa/ aSIa NEWS 
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A medical worker inoculates a colleague with a Covid-19 vaccine at a hospital in New Delhi on Saturday. afp

Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte (centre) welcomes Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi during 
a courtesy call at the Malacanang Palace in Manila on Saturday. afp

Rescuers search for survivors at a collapsed building in Mamuju city on 
Friday, after a 6.2-magnitude quake hit Indonesia’s Sulawesi. afp
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Opinion

T
HE new year dawns amid 
changes unseen in a century, 
including the Covid-19 pan-
demic in particular. It will be a 

milestone year for China and aSEan, 
as they usher in the 30th anniversary of 
China-aSEan dialogue relations. 

a review of the 30 years shows an 
extraordinary journey defined by tre-
mendous progress. In 1991, China 
and aSEan initiated the dialogue 
process marked by the attendance of 
then-foreign minister Qian Qichen at 
the opening ceremony of the 24th 
aSEan Foreign Ministers’ Meeting. In 
2003, China acceded to the Treaty of 
amity and Cooperation in Southeast 
asia, aSEan’s first dialogue partner 
to do so, and established the China-
aSEan strategic partnership, which 
was again a trailblazing endeavor. 

By 2010, the China-aSEan Free 
Trade area was up and running. In 
2013, President Xi jinping proposed 
to jointly build a closer China-aSEan 
community with a shared future dur-
ing his visit to aSEan countries. In 
2018, the China-aSEan Strategic 
Partnership Vision 2030 was issued, a 
blueprint eyeing the future. Last year, 
after Covid-19 hit us all, China and 
aSEan stood in firm solidarity to 
fight the virus, resume growth and 
protect people’s livelihoods. 

among aSEan’s dialogue partners, 
China has been number one on many 
fronts, which enables our relations to 
be proudly defined as comprehensive, 
pioneering and creative. just as Presi-
dent Xi said in the 17th China-aSEan 
Expo & China-aSEan Business and 
Investment Summit late last year, 
“The China-aSEan relationship has 
grown into the most successful and 
vibrant model for cooperation in the 
asia-Pacific and an exemplary effort 
in building a community with a 
shared future for mankind.” 

yet besides the ever-growing 
momentum, there are things that 
remain unchanged between China and 
aSEan in 30 years. First, the shared 
commitment to peaceful development 
and good neighbourliness. 

Both China and aSEan believe that 
prosperity is nowhere to be found 
without peace and stability. as per-
manent neighbours and close part-
ners, China and aSEan countries 
hold dear the tradition of mutual 
respect and mutual assistance and 
the wisdom of seeking common 
ground while shelving differences 
and resolving disagreements through 
dialogue and consultation. 

Second, the shared commitment to 
common development and win-win 
cooperation. While China has 
remained aSEan’s largest trading 
partner for 11 consecutive years, 

aSEan surpassed the Eu last year as 
China’ s largest trading partner for 
the first time in history. 

Third is the shared commitment to 
multilateralism, openness and inclu-
siveness. aSEan is tremendously 
inclusive as a regional organisation 
that successfully accommodates politi-
cal systems, religions and cultures that 
could not be more different. Multilater-
alism is in the genes of aSEan. China 
has been firmly committed to support-
ing aSEan centrality in regional coop-
eration and aSEan’s greater role in 
building an open and inclusive region-
al architecture. 

no matter what happens to the 
international and regional landscape, 
it has been a solid consensus between 
China and aSEan to choose solidarity 
over division, openness over isolation 
and cooperation over confrontation. 

The year 2021 means a lot for both 
China and aSEan. It is the centenary 
year for the Communist Party of Chi-
na, the first year of China’s 14th Five-
year Plan, and the start of China’s new 
journey to fully build a modern social-
ist country. For aSEan’s part, it is half-
way through the aSEan Community 
Vision 2025, with significant achieve-
ments in the community-building of 
three pillars. aSEan is preparing itself 
in every way for bigger progress. The 
special juncture coincides with the 
30th anniversary of China-aSEan 
relations, a new starting point brim-
ming with new opportunities. 

Here are some highlights of the 
year that can be expected. 

First, China-aSEan high-level 
exchanges will continue to guide our way 
forward. China looks forward to carrying 
out a number of events with aSEan to 

celebrate the 30th anniversary. Our lead-
ers will, as always, be engaged in close 
interactions and guide strategically. 

The most recent engagement took 
place last week, with State Councilor 
and Foreign Minister Wang yi visiting 
four aSEan member states: Myanmar, 
Indonesia, Brunei and the Philippines. 
The China-aSEan relationship was 
among the top priorities of his agenda. 
China is committed to doing its utmost 
to safeguarding the peace and stability 
of the South China Sea by deepening 
mutual trust, promoting cooperation 
and managing differences with relevant 
aSEan countries. 

Second, public health cooperation 
will be deepened to end the pandem-
ic at an early date. China is actively 
exploring research and development 
and production cooperation on vac-
cines with aSEan. as a total of three 
million doses of vaccines developed 
by Sinovac Biotech arrived in Indone-
sia recently, China will continue to 
take real action to make Covid-19 
vaccines more affordable and acces-
sible for the people of the region. 

China will work with aSEan to 
enhance its joint pandemic response, 
including setting up reserves of med-
ical supplies and a liaison mecha-
nism for public health emergencies 
and helping strengthen aSEan’s 
public health performance, such as 
in personnel training, resource allo-
cation and capacity building. 

Third, China and aSEan need to 
keep the strong momentum of eco-
nomic cooperation and accelerate 
regional economic recovery. We will 
work for the early entry into force of 
the regional Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership (rCEP), seek 

greater synergy in our policies for 
economic recovery, expand the scope 
of “fast tracks” for travel and “green 
lanes” for cargo transportation in a 
well thought out way and implement 
the China-aSEan Free Trade agree-
ment and its upgraded protocol. 

We will also promote high-quality 
Belt and road cooperation by ensur-
ing steady progress in key projects, 
including the China-Laos railway, 
the China-Thailand railway and the 
jakarta-Bandung railway, to enhance 
local infrastructure connectivity. We 
will seize the opportunities of the 
digital economy and cultivate new 
cooperation areas in e-commerce, 
big data, 5G and smart cities. 

Fourth, creative efforts will be 
made to boost people-to-people 
exchanges and sustainable develop-
ment. Flagship projects such as the 
China-aSEan young Leaders Schol-
arship and China-aSEan Short Video 
Contest will expand new fronts of 
connections between the people. as 
2021 is also the China-aSEan year of 
Sustainable Development, China 
wishes to increase cooperation with 
aSEan in poverty reduction, envi-
ronmental protection, disaster relief, 
climate change, among others, and 
explore the establishment of the blue 
economic partnership. 

Sunshine will eventually dispel the 
shadows, and spring isn’t far behind. 
as we usher in the historic year of the 
30th anniversary of China-aSEan rela-
tions, we are ready to ride on the rising 
tide and build a closer China-aSEan 
community with a shared future! THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK 

The writer is Chinese ambassador to ASEAN

China-ASEAN ties: 30 years on and beyond

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang (centre) addresses his ASEAN counterparts during the virtual ASEAN-China summit in November last year. AfP

Opinion
Deng Xijun
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Pandemic’s robot ‘heroes’ shines at tech show

r
obots that helped people 
survive and stay safe over 
the past year are touting 
their value at the tech in-

dustry’s annual extravaganza amid 
a pandemic which has given fresh 
momentum to the robotics sector.

the Consumer Electronics show, 
which is being held online this year 
due to the global crisis, includes robots 
that have become “heroes” for many 
during the coronavirus pandemic.

among those taking the virtual 
stage at CEs are robot companions, 
concierges, cooks, delivery drones, 
medical assistants and those han-
dling the perilous tasks of sanitising 
workplaces and medical facilities.

robot companions saw surging 
demand in recent months as pan-
demic lockdowns intensified prob-
lems of isolation, especially for peo-
ple in senior living homes.

amid a strict virus lockdown in 
France, the companion robot Cutii 
became a star in senior facilities.

“the pandemic completely changed 
our business model,” said antoine 
bataille, chief executive of Cutii.

“We had envisioned Cutii at people’s 
homes. but today we are dealing 
with isolation on a collective level.”

the startup based in the north-
ern French city roubaix delivered 
30 robots for free to senior facilities 
during the lockdowns and used the 
experience to improve the technol-
ogy and train its teams.

“Everything worked well. Every 
two weeks we would deliver soft-
ware updates, which had to be done 
remotely. It’s like what tesla does.”

Cutii, which combines elements 
of a telepresence robot with a smart 
digital assistant, will be part of the 
show this year following its com-
mercial launch in France and a mar-
keting push in the us.

Cutii’s head of us operations, 
richard Marshall, said the crisis 
has shown people need more than 
a smart assistant such as Google or 
amazon alexa.

the French-made robot was de-
signed to allow family members to 
check in, and also help people find 
activities such as yoga or tai chi 
classes, either in person or online.

“the point of Cutii is to connect in-
dividuals to other people,” Marshall 
said. It is not an alexa on wheels.”

Wendy Moyle, a professor at austra-
lia’s Griffith university who specialises 
in research on the elderly, said studies 
have shown people may develop “a 
strong relationship” to companion ro-
bots “much like older people do with 
having a pet dog for company”.

but Moyle said current technology 
for most robots “is just not sophisti-
cated enough” and that many peo-
ple are disappointed after a while.

‘Friendly’ robots 
robots have taken on a new role in 

the workplace and in medical facili-
ties in the era of social distancing.

Misty robotics, which produces 
a robot platform open to outside 
developers, last year launched its 
own temperature screening app for 
workplaces and medical facilities, 
while also working with partners 
which can make the robot a com-
panion or digital assistant.

the pandemic has made it easier 
for people to view robots as non-
threatening and as friends, said Misty 
robotics chief executive tim Enwall.

“the elderly don’t have contact 
and the elderly are certainly very 
afraid of viruses that can come from 
contact and there’s loneliness and 
isolation,” Enwall said.

In an office environment, robots 
like Misty can become a virtual “con-
cierge” which eliminates the need 
for risky person-to-person contact, 
Enwall added.

“the robot at the front door can do 
that same basic triage in a way that’s 
very familiar to a lot of people,” he said.

“It’s friendly, it’s interactive it’s 
enjoyable.”

Meanwhile several exhibitors in-
cluding south Korean giant LG will 

be showing a new line of disinfect-
ing robots which have been in de-
mand during the pandemic.

LG’s autonomous robot which 
uses ultraviolet light to disinfect 
high-touch, high-traffic areas is be-
ing launched this year to us hotels, 
schools, corporate offices, retail and 
restaurant operators and transpor-
tation hubs such as airports and 
train stations.

the companies are betting that 
demand for improved health and 
safety will continue even after the 
pandemic is contained.

In the kitchen
automated kitchen technology 

has been gaining interest in recent 
years, and that has been acceler-
ated by the pandemic, said alex 
barseghian, CEo of startup ro-
boEatz which began in Latvia and is 
now headquartered in Canada.

roboEatz is launching its artificial 
intelligence-powered autonomous 
robotic kitchen system that pre-
pares, cooks and serves an array of 
hot and cold food dishes from soups 
to salads to meal bowls.

the robotic system, designed for 
food services operations in corpo-
rate offices, campuses and hospitals 
as well as quick-serve restaurants, 
takes over some of the tedious food 
prep tasks while improving food 
safety and eliminating infection 
risks from crowded kitchens.

barseghian said the idea of robotic 
food prep, which can cut food waste 
and labour costs, has gained trac-
tion as a result of the pandemic

“For a lot of restaurants, efficiency 
is important,” he said. “Every mil-
limeter in the kitchen is measured. 
they didn’t think about social dis-
tancing, so automating the kitchen 
really solves that problem.”

roboEatz plans to launch its own 
restaurant in Latvia this month as 
it markets its “turnkey” kitchen in 
north america.

Even after the pandemic fades, 
barseghian said he expects a con-
tinued focus on health and safety in 
kitchens: “I don’t think it will ever be 
the same again.” afp

Fake tag claim offers pigeon a death row reprieve
a raCInG pigeon detained by 
australian authorities and set 
to be destroyed over concerns 
it was an american intruder 
received a lifeline on Decem-
ber 15, when experts revealed 
its leg tag was probably fake.

originally thought to have 
flown from alabama to a back-
yard in Melbourne – an epic 
journey of 14,500km – “joe” 
the racing pigeon made head-
lines around the world.

australian media had report-
ed that Melbourne man Kevin 
Chelli-bird discovered the 
pigeon – who he named after 
president-elect joe biden – 
with an ankle band linked to a 
us racing bird.

as news spread, quarantine 
officials labelled joe a “biose-
curity risk” and suggested he 
might have to be humanely 
destroyed to prevent possible 
disease.

but as execution loomed for 
the feathered flyer on Decem-
ber 15, pigeon enthusiasts cast 
doubt on joe’s identity.

the american-style racing 
band around joe’s leg appeared 
to be a knock-off available 
online and often used by local 
owners.

and it transpired that joe 
was not a us racing breed, as 
his tag seemed to suggest, but 
a local turkish tumbler.

“they’re not bred for flying 
long distances, they’re bred for 
tricks in the air. so they’re like 
a show bird really,” Lars scott 
from Pigeon rescue Mel-
bourne said.

scott’s claim that the tag was 
a fake was backed up by the 
american raing Pigeon union, 
which posted on Facebook to 
try to save joe.

the union said the american 
owner of the bird linked to the 

tag said he did not own joe.
Quarantine officials said 

they were still working to 
uncover joe’s origin.

“the bird was tagged with 
what appears to be a us identi-
fication – the department is still 
working to determine its 
authenticity,” an agriculture 
Department spokesperson 
said.

Earlier, australia’s deputy 
prime minister had a stern 
message for joe.

“If joe has come in a way that 
has not met our strict biosecu-
rity measures then – bad luck 
joe, either fly home or face the 
consequences,” Michael 
McCormack told media.

McCormack’s predecessor 
previously threatened to euth-
anise johnny Depp and amber 
Heard’s pet dogs when they 
were illegally brought into the 
country. afp

Francoise and Olivier enjoy a live activity hosted from the Beaux Arts Museum in France on the Cutii robot. afp

A tagged racing pigeon is pictured in September 2019 in Belgium. The American-style racing band around 
Joe’s leg appeared to be a knock-off available online and often used by local owners. afp

Robotic kitchen system prepares, cooks and serves an array of hot and cold food. afp



The Bank Of China (Hong Kong) Limited Phnom Penh Branch on December 30 signed a 
bancassurance agreement with Forte Insurance (Cambodia) Plc to establish a sustainable framework 
to offer general insurance to the bank’s clients. The partnership is set to provide the financial 
institution’s customers across all segments with much-needed protection in their daily and business 
lives. The bank will start bringing peace of mind by first offering fire insurance. 

Bank of China and Forte team up
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PPCBank handed over land free of deadly explosives to villagers in Siem Reap province on January 14. Eleven families returned 
to their homes after unexploded ordnance (UXO) was cleared from their village. The 2.4 hectare area is located in Trapeang Krasang 
village in Sre Nui commune in the province’s Varin district. PPCBank supports Apopo, an non-governmental organisation that carries 
out landmine clearing in Cambodia. With 12 “HeroRats”and their 15 handlers, one anti-tank mine, seven anti-personnel mines and 
nine other types of UXO – including grenades, rockets and mortar bombs – were safely removed from the area. A handing-over 
ceremony held in was Trapeang Krasang village to mark the significant occasion. 

PPCBank hands over mine-free land
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Healthy fare
  6 1950s first lady
 11 Campsite bed
 14 Beyond portly
 15 It has a floor but no ceiling
 16 Underground discovery
 17 Lightly dismissing
 19 “___ to a Nightingale”
 20 Bedsheet fabric
 21 Mature, as fruit
 23 Radio antennas
 27 Bistro
 28 Sings like Sinatra
 29 Passion
 31 Witch
 32 Wood-working tool
 33 Part of MOMA
 36 Radiation measures
 37 Calf-roping loop
 38 Small sewing bag
 39 They might be classified
 40 Quarterback great Bradshaw
 41 Say cheese
 42 Discoverer’s word
 44 Fictional Twist
 45 Full-length, for one

 47 Impolite viewers
 48 Blacksmith’s instrument
 49 “The first ___ the deepest”
 51 Go down a slippery slope
 52 Under-the-cushions find
 58 Hr. fraction
 59 Rear-___ (road mishap)
 60 USPS alternative
 61 Roses-red link
 62 Desire greatly
 63 Dull and dirty
DOWN
  1 Soak up,  

as gravy
  2 Blood-type group
  3 August birth sign
  4 Barbecue leftover
  5 Get off at the terminal
  6 Planetary orbiters
  7 Cause for a massage
  8 Lo ___ (Chinese noodles)
  9 Fleming or Holm
 10 Etch
 11 Willing to help
 12 “Two eggs over easy,” e.g.
 13 Microscopic
 18 Olive and vegetable

 22 “What was ___ think?”
 23 Capital of Ghana
 24 Behaved humanly?
 25 Hotel convenience
 26 Atoms with charges
 27 Osprey’s cousin
 29 Fauna’s partner
 30 Unchallenging
 32 It may be sweet and sour
 34 Use it for good measure
 35 Arena levels
 37 ___-do-well (good-for-nothing)
 38 Islamic ruler
 40 One-time streetcar
 41 Clearance-priced
 43 Alleged spoon-bender Geller
 44 Connected to the ear
 45 Italy’s marble center
 46 Contract signer
 47 Rudder’s locale
 49 Ending passage in music
 50 Advertiser’s target
 53 Only companion
 54 “What ___, your maid?”
 55 Bobbsey twin
 56 Band’s booking
 57 England’s Isle of ___

“TOO SOON?” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution

Omanis revive memory of 
village buried under desert  

E
ncrOaching sands 
have left little evi-
dence that the Omani 
village of Wadi al-

Murr ever existed, but former 
inhabitants and curious visi-
tors are coming to rediscover 
the hamlet engulfed by the 
desert.

Salem al-arimi, originally 
from the area, looked out nos-
talgically over the expanse.

according to local elders, 
“all the houses in the village 
were invaded by the sand 
that assailed them 30 years 
ago, forcing the inhabitants 
to leave their homes,” he 
said.

Building tops and sections 
of stone wall emerge here 
and there, bearing witness to 
those who once lived here.

Deserts are expanding all 
over the world, pushed on by 
climate change, and affected 
populations have few weap-
ons to fight back.

Wadi al-Murr’s inhabitants, 
who mostly relied on pastoral 
activities, had to give up their 
village, swelling the ranks of 
those migrating to towns and 
cities.

Nostalgia
Located at the bottom of a 

valley nearly 400km south-
west of the capital Muscat, 

Wadi al-Murr is cut off from 
main roads and only reach-
able via a long, rough track.

its isolation, including from 
the electricity and water grids, 
contributed to its slide into 
obscurity.

But that has not prevent-
ed erstwhile residents from 
returning to visit, along 
with trekking enthusiasts 
who take desert hikes in the 
region.

Mohammed al-ghanbou-
si, a former inhabitant, said 
the moving dunes had re-ex-
posed some dwellings after 
they were covered by sand.

This phenomenon has 
prompted “nostalgic people 
to visit the village, whose 
structures still stand because 
they are built from stone,” he 
said.

“The village has recently 
been included in trekking 
tours and also attracts photog-
raphy enthusiasts,” he added.

a mosque that sits within 
the village, which in its hey-
day had about 30 houses and 
150 inhabitants, is one build-
ing that has resurfaced.

Mohammed al-alaoui said 
that when his mother learnt 
some homes had reappeared, 
she asked him to take her 
back.

“She often wants to go, and 

she likes to be there while 
she relates her memories of 
the old days, and sheds a few 
tears,” he said.

Tourism
rashed al-ameri is among 

the Omani tourists who have 
come to discover the hamlet 
swallowed by the desert.

he travelled from Sur, 
hundreds of kilometres 
away, with two friends who 
were also keen to see Wadi 
al-Murr.

Oman, which is trying to 
diversify its oil-reliant econ-
omy, is seeking to develop 
its tourism industry – capi-
talising on its rich heritage, 
scenic coasts and stunning 
mountain geography.

The sultanate attracted 
three million foreign tourists 
in 2019, but like almost ev-
erywhere else, the novel cor-
onavirus pandemic reduced 
visitors to a trickle in 2020.

ameri is among those who 
believe Wadi al-Murr could 
easily be included on Oman’s 
tourist trail.

“What amazed me was that 
the force of nature could erase 
an entire village,” he said.

“and what’s more amazing 
is how this place, with its old 
walls, resists these assaults.” 
AFP

Encroaching sands have left little evidence that Wadi al-Murr ever existed, but former inhabitants, while 
resigned to its destruction, are trying to preserve its memory. AFP

Mohammed al-Ghanbousi, a former inhabitant of Wadi al-Murr, stands next to his abandoned house in the 
Omani village, about 400km southwest of the capital Muscat. AFP
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PSG tops Ligue 1 after angers win without coach

a 
rare Layvin Kurzawa goal 
was enough for Paris Saint-
Germain to beat angers 1-0 
on january 1w6 and go top 

of Ligue 1 despite coach Mauricio 
Pochettino testing positive for Covid-
19 before the game.

Kurzawa scored with 20 minutes left 
at the Stade raymond Kopa to send 
PSG provisionally two points clear of 
Lyon, who will have the chance to re-
claim first place when they host Metz 
on january 17.

assistants jesus Perez and Miguel 
D’agostino took charge of the PSG side 
with Pochettino having to self-isolate 
after the announcement on january 15 
that he had contracted the virus.

The argentine’s positive test fol-
lowed those of three Paris players – 
Brazilian rafinha, Germany’s Thilo 
Kehrer and French under-21 interna-
tional Colin Dagba – in the last week.

“It was a very difficult match. angers 
are a very well organised team,” said 
Perez, the Spaniard who also worked 
for Pochettino at espanyol, South-
ampton and Tottenham Hotspur.

“We were in contact with Mauri-
cio. He spoke to the players before 
the match via video at the hotel. We 
spoke before the match, at half-time 
and just afterwards. We will of course 
be in contact during the week.

“We already know what we will be 
doing in training. Of course it’s not 
the same without him, but we have 
been working together for eight years 
so we know what we need to put the 
emphasis on.”

neymar made his return to the 
starting line-up in angers for the first 

time since suffering an ankle injury 
in a defeat to Lyon a month ago.

With Kylian Mbappe and angel 
di Maria also starting behind Moise 
Kean in attack, it was a strong Pari-
sian line-up but they appeared to 
play within themselves against an 
angers side who sit seventh.

The home team even almost went 

ahead early in the second half when 
a Lois Diony diving header from close 
range was well saved by Keylor navas.

Stephane Bahoken also saw an 
attempt deflected over before PSG 
broke through. alessandro Florenzi’s 
cross from the right was inadver-
tently helped on by angers defender 
romain Thomas for Kurzawa, arriv-

ing from left-back, to score his first 
goal in almost a year with a first-time 
cushioned volley at the back post.

It was a third win in four games for 
PSG since former Spurs coach Pochet-
tino was appointed two weeks ago.

He won his maiden trophy in mid-
week when the reigning Ligue 1 cham-
pions beat Marseille 2-1 to claim 

the Champions Trophy, the French 
equivalent of a Super Cup.

‘Miserable’ Marseille beaten
Before Lyon play on january 17 

night, third-placed Lille can also go 
level on points again with PSG if they 
beat reims.

Meanwhile Marseille’s hopes of 
staying in the title race were dealt 
another blow earlier on january 16 
as Florian Thauvin missed a penalty 
in a shock 2-1 home defeat by strug-
gling nimes.

France World Cup winner Thauvin 
sent a woeful spot-kick wide in the 
first half and Swedish winger niclas 
eliasson then converted twice from 
close range after the break to give the 
away side an unassailable lead be-
hind closed doors at the Velodrome.

argentine forward Dario Benedetto 
pulled one back late on for andre Vil-
las-Boas’s side but this result left them 
with just one win in six Ligue 1 games.

Marseille are sixth in the league, 
now 10 points behind leaders PSG, 
albeit still with two games in hand.

“We risk losing touch with the 
teams at the top, who are more con-
sistent than us,” said Villas-Boas.

“We were very bad and we paid 
an expensive price for it. We can’t go 
from playing well against Paris to a 
miserable match like today.”

nimes move off the foot of the table 
after their first win in nine, but they 
remain in the bottom three.

The two sides below them, Lorient 
and Dijon, had their clash set for jan-
uary 17 postponed after a Covid-19 
outbreak at the Brittany club. AFP

australia claim vital wicket of rahane just before lunch

rodgers, Packers on song as rams downed in nFL playoffs

MITCHeLL Starc claimed the key wicket 
of ajinkya rahane 20 minutes before lunch 
on the third day as australia kept up the 
pressure on India in the fourth Test at the 
Gabba on january 17.

India finished the session on 161 for four, 
with Mayank agarwal on 38 and rishabh 
Pant on four, still 208 runs behind aus-
tralia’s first innings total of 369.

With India only needing a draw to retain 
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy, the visitors 
had looked in control for most of an enthral-
ling opening session on the third day.

But with the lunch break in sight, rahane 
could not resist playing at a wide ball from 
left-arm paceman Starc angling across his 
body and edged a comfortable catch to 
Matthew Wade at fourth slip.

The Indian captain, on 37, threw his 
head back in disgust at the manner of his 
dismissal before trudging off.

He could have fallen twice in same man-
ner in the opening 30 minutes, but on 
those occasions the ball flew through a 
vacant third slip area to the third man 
boundary.

The Indians, missing handy lower-order 
batsmen ravi jadeja and ravi ashwin 
through injury, have a long tail in this Test, 
with debutant Washington Sundar coming 
in next at number seven.

The australians will feel that one more 
wicket will expose the lower order and give 
them a chance to secure a big first-innings 
lead. 

India began the extended morning ses-

sion on 62 for two, with Cheteshwar Pujara 
and rahane at the crease. Both men looked 
to keep the scoreboard ticking over, in con-
trast to january 16 afternoon, where they 
were more intent on survival.

They saw off Starc and Pat Cummins but 
josh Hazlewood was introduced into the 
attack and produced a brilliant over which 
led to Pujara’s downfall.

Hazlewood had Pujara in trouble when a 
short ball followed him as he tried to evade 
it, the ball hitting his glove and falling just 
short of Cameron Green in the gully.

But two deliveries later Hazlewood got a 
ball to angle in, then straighten slightly to 
catch the outside edge of Pujara’s bat and 
australia’s captain and wicketkeeper Tim 
Paine took a routine catch. AFP

aarOn rodgers threw for two 
touchdowns and rushed for 
another as the Green Bay Pack-
ers moved to within one win of 
the Super Bowl on january 16 

with a 32-18 victory over the 
Los angeles rams.

rodgers set up an nFC Cham-
pionship game against either 
Tom Brady’s Tampa Bay Buc-

caneers or Drew Brees and the 
new Orleans Saints as Green 
Bay subdued the rams defense 
at a frigid Lambeau Field.

It was a deserved victory for 
the Packers, who controlled the 
divisional-round clash for long 
periods with a potent running 
and passing game before hold-
ing off a second-half rams rally.

rodgers finished with 296 
passing yards from 23-of-36 to 
stay on course for a second Super 
Bowl appearance, 10 years after 
leading the Packers to his first 
Vince Lombardi trophy.

The Packers were also buoyed 
by the presence of fans at Lam-
beau for the first time this sea-
son due to Covid-19, with a 
socially distanced crowd of 
8,456 roaring them on.

a third-quarter touchdown 
from rams running back Cam 

akers and a successful two-point 
conversion had cut Green Bay’s 
lead to seven points at 25-18 
heading into the fourth quarter.

Knockout blow
But rodgers delivered the 

knockout blow, hitting receiver 
allen Lazard for a 58-yard 
touchdown to make it 32-18 and 
put the game out of reach.

Green Bay had dominated 
the first half, moving the chains 
methodically and coming away 
with points on every posses-
sion in the first two quarters.

Mason Crosby kicked them 
into the lead with a 24-yard 
field on their opening drive 
before the rams responded 
with a field goal of their own 
from Matt Gay to tie it at 3-3 in 
the first quarter.

rodgers tossed a one-yard 

pass to Davante adams to put 
Green Bay 10-3 up, and the 
Packers quarterback then 
skipped into the end zone for a 
one-yard rushing touchdown 
to make it 16-3.

The rams hauled themselves 
back into the contest with their 
next possession, quarterback 
jared Goff upping the tempo 
before arrowing a four-yard 
pass into Van jefferson to make 
it 16-10.

rodgers, however, was not 
done. He made completions of 
21 and 33 yards to set up anoth-
er Crosby field goal for a 19-10 
half-time lead.

Green Bay started the sec-
ond half on the front foot, 
with running back aaron 
jones setting off on a 60-yard 
gallop that took the Packers 
deep into rams territory with 

the opening play of the half.
jones capped the drive by 

rushing into the end zone for a 
touchdown and a 25-10 lead.

With the rams defense final-
ly managing to make a stop, 
akers’ touchdown and clever 
two-point conversion gave Los 
angeles hope at 25-18.

The rams then forced anoth-
er punt, but on the next posses-
sion Goff was sacked as Green 
Bay’s defense reasserted itself.

On the next drive, rodgers 
made the game safe with a long 
touchdown pass to Lazard.

The Packers will now host 
either Tampa Bay or new Orle-
ans – who play on january 17 – at 
Lambeau Field this weekend. 

In january 16’s other playoff 
game, the Buffalo Bills were fac-
ing the Baltimore ravens in the 
aFC. AFP

Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian forward Neymar (left) jumps for the ball with Angers’ French midfielder Ibrahim Amadou in their 
teams’ Ligue 1 match at the Raymond Kopa Stadium in Angers, western France, on Saturday. AFP

Australia paceman Starc (centre) bowls as India batsman Cheteshwar 
looks on on Day 3 of the fourth cricket Test match on Sunday. AFP

Aaron Rodgers of the Green Bay Packers waves after defeating the 
Chicago Bears on January 3 in Chicago, Illinois. GETTY IMAGES/AFP
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Mount late winner 
ends Chelsea blues
M

ason Mount put 
Chelsea back on 
track with the 
late winner that 

sealed a vital 1-0 victory at 10-
man Fulham, while Leicester 
moved up to second in the 
Premier League thanks to a 
2-0 win over southampton.

Chelsea boss Frank Lam-
pard was under pressure after 
just one win and four defeats 
in their previous six matches 
that saw the Blues kick-off at 
Craven Cottage down in 10th.

But Chelsea got the break 
they needed when Fulham de-
fender antonee robinson was 
sent off just before half-time 
for a rash challenge on Cesar 
azpilicueta.

Lampard’s men laboured to 
make their numerical advan-
tage count, but England mid-
fielder Mount finally broke the 
deadlock in the 78th minute 
when he drilled home from 
18m.

That was enough to seal 
Chelsea’s first league victory 
since they beat West Ham just 
before Christmas and climb 
up to seventh.

“of course it feels good to 
get a win, it has not been easy 
with the league form recently 

and you have to break the 
duck,” Lampard said. 

“I trust the quality of the 
players. There was a feeling we 
would get a goal because the 
pressure was constant. It was 
about staying patient with our 
passing and I think we did.”

Fulham remain in the rel-
egation zone after their first 
defeat in six league games.

Maddison magic
next up for Chelsea is a trip 

to Leicester on january 19 with 
the Foxes enjoying another 
successful season under Bren-
dan rodgers.

Leicester closed to within a 
point of Manchester united 
at the top ahead of the red 
Devils’ blockbuster clash with 
champions Liverpool at an-
field on january 17.

one moment of magic from 
Maddison made the differ-
ence against southampton as 
he smashed high into the roof 
of the net from a narrow angle 
on 37 minutes.

The midfielder also remem-
bered to adhere to new Pre-
mier League guidelines on 
goal celebrations as he mim-
icked handshakes and high-
fives at a distance.

“If little things like that are 
required to keep football go-
ing that’s what we need to do,” 
said Maddison, after criticism 
from politicians over exuber-
ant celebrations while infec-
tion rates of coronavirus in 
England are soaring.

“Footballers get a lot of stick. 
It’s nice to turn something like 
that into a lighter note because 
the whole country wants foot-
ball to continue.”

stuart armstrong struck the 
bar for saints in the second-
half, but the visitors badly 
missed the presence of top 
scorer Danny Ings up front, 
who was absent due to a 
positive Covid-19 test, as they 
missed the chance to leapfrog 
Chelsea and Tottenham.

Harvey Barnes then sealed 
the points for Leicester deep 
into stoppage time on the 
counter-attack.

Big wins for West Brom, 
Brighton

at the bottom of the table, 
sam allardyce got his first 
victory as West Bromwich 
albion boss in a 3-2 Black 
Country derby win over 
Wolves at Molineux.

allardyce had failed to win 

any of his first five matches 
since replacing the sacked 
slaven Bilic.

Matheus Pereira shot albion 
ahead from the spot before 
goals from Fabio silva and 
Willy Boly put Wolves in the 
driving seat at half-time.

semi ajayi equalised after the 
interval and Pereira’s second 
penalty sealed West Brom’s first 
win in eight league games.

albion remain second bot-
tom of the table, but are now 

just three points from safety.
“The lads were excellent in 

the second half, their heads 
could have gone down with 
the results we have had re-
cently but they came bounc-
ing back,” said allardyce.

Brighton also boosted their 
survival bid with a 1-0 win at 
Leeds.

neal Maupay netted after 
17 minutes with a tap-in after 
alexis Mac allister and Le-
andro Trossard combined to 

open up the Leeds defence.
Graham Potter’s side are five 

points clear of the relegation 
zone after ending a nine-match 
winless run in the league.

West Ham closed to within 
three points of the top four af-
ter beating Burnley 1-0 at the 
London stadium.

The decisive moment came 
in the ninth minute when Mi-
chail antonio grabbed his first 
league goal since october from 
Pablo Fornals’ cross. AFP

MEsuT ozil’s seven-year stay 
at arsenal is set to end after 
reports on january 16 claimed 
the former Germany attacker 
and the Gunners have reached 
a mutual consent to release 
him from his contract, which 
was set to expire at the end of 
the current season.

The 32-year-old had been 
expected to leave in the january 
transfer window with Turkish 
giants Fenerbahce the favourites 
to sign him on a free transfer.

The Athletic reported ozil is 
set to travel to Istanbul this 
weekend to complete his move 
to Fenerbahce.

since the coronavirus pan-
demic saw football grind to a 
halt, he was omitted from arse-
nal’s Premier League and Europa 
League squads, with arteta and 
technical director Edu insisting 
the decision to do so was down 
to footballing reasons.

However, a few other factors 
have been linked to the deci-
sion to freeze ozil out. 

Despite being the club’s high-
est earner with a reported 
£350,000-a-week deal, he 
rejected a pay cut in april when 
the majority of the squad and 
backroom staff agreed to reduce 
their salaries by 12.5 per cent.

In December 2019, arsenal 
also distanced themselves from 
comments ozil made on social 
media criticising China’s treat-
ment of the uighur population.

The early years of ozil’s career 
at the Emirates after his move 
from real Madrid in 2013 were 
a success. He played a major 
role in winning three Fa Cups 
in four years. 

But, he became a peripheral 
figure after arsene Wenger 
departed as manager in 2018, 
just five months after signing his 
bumper three-year deal. AFP

australian open chief: no delay in 
spite of 47-player quarantine chaos
ausTraLIan open chief Craig 
Tiley insisted on january 17 the 
Grand slam would begin as 
scheduled next month, while 
admitting it was “not a great 
situation” for the 47 players 
who have been confined to 
their hotel rooms.

T he tou r na ment was 
thrown into disarray on janu-
ary 16 when three people 
tested positive to Covid-19 on 
two of the 17 charter flights 
that brought players and their 
entourages to Melbourne and 
adelaide.

none were players, although 
one was sylvain Bruneau, coach 
of Canada’s 2019 us open win-
ner Bianca andreescu.

Everyone on board was con-
sidered to be close contacts and 
ordered not to leave their hotel 
rooms for the 14-day manda-
tory quarantine period.

It means 47 players will not 
be allowed out to train for five 
hours a day as previously 
agreed in the build-up to the 
opening Grand slam of the 
year, which is due to start on 
February 8.

The likes of Victoria azarenka, 
sloane stephens, Kei nishikori 
and angelique Kerber are 
believed to among those affect-
ed, badly impacting their prep-
arations.

“We always knew there 
would be significant risk with 

this pandemic, you can never 
tell,” Tiley told Channel nine 
television.

“But the australian open is 
going ahead and we will con-
tinue to do the best we possibly 
can to ensure those players that 
have what is not a great situa-
tion, one that is somewhat 
acceptable.”

organisers quashed rumours 
about a positive case on one of 
the two flights that brought the 
game’s biggest names into 
adelaide.

While most players touched 
down in Melbourne, superstars 
including novak Djokovic, 
rafael nadal, serena Williams 
and naomi osaka instead flew 
into the south australian city.

Risks made clear
a few players, including sora-

na Cirstea and Belinda Bencic, 
took to social media to complain 
about not being able to train, 
with some claiming they were 
not told about a hard lockdown 
if one person tested positive.

“If they would have told us 
this rule before I would not play 
australia,” tweeted romania’s 
Cirstea.

But Tiley, while admitting it 
was hard, said players were 
made aware of the risks. “We 
did make it very clear at the 
beginning, that’s why we had 
the player groups in cohorts, 

there was always a risk that 
someone would be positive 
and have to go into 14 days of 
isolation,” he said.

“There was a risk on the 
plane that you would be a 
close contact, there was a risk 
that everyone could be a close 
contact.”

He said he was doing what he 
could to ensure affected play-
ers had exercise equipment in 
their rooms. But he acknowl-
edged they would struggle to 
be ready for a week of lead-in 
tournaments to start in Mel-
bourne from january 31.

asked if the 47 players would 
miss those events, he replied: 
“They have not been ruled out. 

“obviously at this point, they 
are not going to get on-court 
preparation. But we’ll access 
that, we’ll work with each of the 
players to see what is best. 

“If we have to make some 
adjustments to the schedule we 
will do whatever we can to 
make it an environment that is 
best for the players.”

The australian open had 
already been hit by the with-
drawal of injured roger Fed-
erer, while world number 16 
Madison Keys and three-time 
major winner andy Murray 
both tested positive for the 
virus before departure so did 
not board the flights to aus-
tralia. AFP

Chelsea midfielder Mason Mount vies for the ball with Fulham midfielder Harrison Reed in their teams’  
English Premier League football match at Craven Cottage in London on Saturday. POOL/AFP

Arsenal’s German midfielder Mesut Ozil is set to leave the English 
Premier League after seven years with the North London club. AFP

World No1 tennis ace Novak Djokovic heads for quarantine from the 
airport ahead of the Australian Open warm-up matches. AFP

Fenerbahce beckons as 
ozil set to leave Gunners 
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