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May Kunmakara

N
ATIONAL Bank of Cambo-
dia (NBC) governor Chea 
Chanto was crowned as 
Central Banker of the Year 

by premier financial magazine The 
Banker for his leadership in success-
fully navigating through a stormy 
2020 during the Covid-19 crisis.

The periodical, owned by London-
based Financial Times Group, said 
the Kingdom managed the health 
crisis created by the coronavirus well, 

with fewer than 400 cases confirmed 
and zero deaths recorded to date.

The Banker said: “Despite these 
conditions, Cambodia is forecast to 
see [minus] 1.9 per cent growth in 
gross domestic product [GDP] dur-
ing 2020 . . . remarkable consider-
ing the hardships the country has 
faced.

“Following the impact Covid-19 
and flooding have had on business-
es, the central bank stepped up to 
help out companies experiencing 
financial hardship.

“The NBC informed the Associa-
tion of Banks in Cambodia and the 
Cambodia Microfinance Association 
[CMA] that loan restructuring mea-
sures introduced in March 2020 will 
continue until the end of June 2021.

“Restructuring is permitted up to 
three times without any impact to 
the loan classification during the 
extension period. Further provi-
sions include the reduction of in-
terest rates and waiving fees. The 
measures taken mean the country’s 
rate of non-performing loans has re-

mained low at around 2.5 per cent.”
According to the CMA, as of the 

end of November, more than 290,000 
clients affected by Covid-19 had ap-
plied for credit restructuring from 
the association’s 103 member micro-
finance institutions (MFIs).

More than 270,000 of these clients 
have been approved by their MFI to 
restructure loans collectively total-
ling more than $1.3 billion.

Shin Chang-moo, president and

NBC governor wins award
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India puts 3 
contentious 
agricultural 
laws on hold
INDIA’S top court suspended on 
January 12 the implementation of 
new agriculture laws that have 
sparked weeks of demonstrations 
by tens of thousands of farmers 
outside New Delhi.

The Supreme Court said it wanted 
to facilitate mediation between the 
government and the protesting farm-
ers who fear the legislation will leave 
them at the mercy of big business.

Chief Justice Sharad Arvind Bobde 
said: “We are going to suspend the 
implementation of the three farm 
laws until further orders.”

The court in Delhi added that it 
would form a committee of experts 
to try to resolve the protracted dis-
pute, which has emerged as a 
major challenge to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

It said: “Every person who is 
genuinely interested in solving 
the problem is expected to go 

before the committee.
“The committee will not punish 

you or pass any orders. It will sub-
mit a report to us.”

The committee would hold its first 
sitting within 10 days from January 12 
and would have to submit the report 
with recommendations within two 
months after that, the court said.

Farmers at the largest protest site 
at the Singhu border crossing north 
of Delhi said they welcomed the 
court’s ruling but would not back 
down until the reforms are reversed.

Farmer Sarvjeet Singh said: 
“We’re happy that the Supreme 
Court has listened to us.

“[But] we’d like to say that we 
won’t end the agitation or leave 
until all three farm laws are per-
manently repealed.”

The government has said the
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Watt’re you looking at?
technicians atop a utility pole in coastal preah sihanouk province. according to state-run energy utility Electricite du Cambodge (EdC), 
peak electricity demand in the Kingdom is expected to hit 2,500MW this year. HONG MENEA

Six migrants workers back from 
Thailand test Covid-19 positive
Mom Kunthear

SIX migrant workers who returned 
from Thailand on January 10 and 11 
have tested positive for Covid-19, 
bringing the total number of infected 
migrants to 33, according to a Ministry 
of Health press release on January 13.

The latest positive cases came as 
Prime Minister Hun Sen announced 
the allocation of an additional budg-
et of 500 million riel ($122,000) among 
further assistance provided to 

Banteay Meanchey province to 
accommodate people in quarantine.

The health ministry said the six infect-
ed migrants are Cambodian women – 
four from Battambang province and 
two from Prey Veng province.

As of January 13, Cambodia had 
recorded a total of 398 Covid-19 cases 
with 376 recoveries. Of the 22 patients 
still hospitalised, 21 are returning 
Cambodian migrants from Thailand.

Separately on January 12, the Cam-
bodian embassy in Malaysia informed 

nationals residing, studying and work-
ing in the country of the Malaysian 
government’s state of emergency dec-
laration effective until August 1.

The Malaysian government 
announced that eight states and cities 
will be subject to travel restrictions from 
January 13 to 26, to stop an alarmingly 
high rate of Covid-19 transmissions.

Restrictions of movement include 
interstate travel in the affected areas

ContInuEd – pagE 2
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and a provision allowing only 
two family members at a time 
to go out to buy food and sup-
plies or for recreation.

The embassy warned that 
violators would be fined $250.

also on january 13, the 
embassy issued a press release 
detailing its achievements in 
protecting Cambodians 
abroad during the past year, 
including facilitating the 
return of 1,074 people to Cam-
bodia via eight specially 
arranged flights.

Transport was also arranged 

for 132 prisoners and immi-
gration detainees through a 
special flight provided by the 
Malaysian government.

The embassy also noted that 
it had contributed food relief 
packages on behalf of the 
Cambodian government to a 
total of 3,894 families in 10 
Malaysian states who were 
facing shortages on account of 
the pandemic.

also on january 13, three 
Cambodian nationals arrived 
safely at Phnom Penh Interna-
tional airport with assistance 
from the embassy in Kuala 
Lumpur.

Food relief offered to 3,894 
families in 10 M’sian states

‘Kingdom one 
of safest to visit 
in Covid-19 era’ 
Voun Dara

T
HE Ministry of Tour-
ism on january 12 
proclaimed Cambo-
dia as one of the saf-

est countries to visit in light 
of the Kingdom having been 
ranked number one in the 
world by the Senegalese Eco-
nomic Prospective Bureau for 
its success in handling the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

In rankings of 166 countries 
published on December 20 of 
last year, Cambodia received 
a perfect score of 1.0, slightly 
edging South Sudan and Bru-
nei which each scored 0.99. 

Following the containment 
of an outbreak in november, 
Cambodia was ranked 3rd in 
the world – behind the Ca-
ribbean state Saint Kitts and 
nevis and the Indian Ocean 
archipelago of the Seychelles 
– and 1st in the asia-Pacific.

a press release by the min-
istry declared: “Because of the 
strict control and management 
by the royal Government in 
combating Covid-19, Cambo-
dia is one of the safest countries 
to visit amid the pandemic. 

“This ranking is another 
point of national pride, and 
this is a great opportunity 

for promoting ‘Cambodia – 
Kingdom of Wonder, Feel the 
Warmth’ on both local and 
international stages.”

The ministry requested sup-
port and cooperation from 
the public, media outlets, 
tour operators and develop-
ment partners to disseminate 
the good news and promote 
the nation’s tourism industry.

Clais Chenda, president of 
the Cambodia Hotel associa-
tion (CHa), applauded Cambo-
dia’s top ranking, saying it could 
help attract more international 
tourists to visit the country. 

“We have a very good rank-
ing, but progress will also 
depend on other countries. 
If they can jointly control the 
spread of Covid-19, tourism 
will rebound,” she said.

Chenda led a meeting on 
january 13 with more than 
100 CHa members to address 
problems facing the sector 
and find ways to attract tour-
ists to visit Cambodia. 

“The hotel sector depends 
totally on tourists to survive. 
During the past year of the 
pandemic, some hotels have 
been hit hard and almost 
closed down while others 
reduced their operations ac-
cording to business realities.”

Cambodia received a perfect score of 1.0 in the rankings of success in 
handling the Covid-19 pandemic. TOURISM MINISTRY

Construction on Hun Sen Boulevard in Meanchey district’s Chak Angre Krom commune in southern Phnom Penh on November 30. HEAN RANGSEY

Ministerial arms to set up modern-age 
infrastructure engineer training course
Voun Dara

THE Techo Sen Institute of Pub-
lic Works and Transport (TSI) 
under the Ministry of Public 
Works and Transport and the 
Institute of Technology of Cam-
bodia (ITC) under the Ministry 
of Education, youth and Sport 
have signed a memorandum of 
understanding (Mou) to estab-
lish an undergraduate technical 
skill training programme that 
will help facilitate the construc-
tion of transport infrastructure 
in the Kingdom.

The Mou was signed by ITC 
director Om romny  and public 
works ministry secretary of state 
Im nithara on january 12. 

The signing ceremony was 
also attended by public works 
minister Sun Chanthol and 
education minister Hang 

Chuon naron.
Chanthol said it was vital to 

establish training centres at 
the two institutes because 
Cambodia currently has no 
programme focused on skills 
necessary for road, bridge, 
ports or railway construction 
and has always had to rely on 
foreign workers and compa-
nies over the years.

“I want to see our Cambo-
dian children, this generation 
and the next generation, have 
the same knowledge as our 
ancestors once did when they 
built temples that are world 
famous for their beauty and 
built with such lasting quality 
that they are still standing after 
a thousand years,” he added.

Chanthol believes that Cam-
bodian students will have suf-
ficient capacity to build trans-

portation infrastructure in 
Cambodia efficiently and to 
high standards of quality after 
graduating from the new train-
ing programme equipped with 
the latest technical skills.

according to Chanthol, for 
the academic year 2020-2021 
the programme will enrol 200 
students at TSI and ITC. The 
institutes are still in discus-
sions regarding the proposed 
fees and possible scholarship 
opportunities.

He said the ministry will 
attempt to find funding for 
scholarships through develop-
ment partners so that any stu-
dents experiencing financial 
difficulty who are talented and 
have the ambition to learn 
these skills will have an oppor-
tunity to do so.

“We are able to build educa-
tional institutions to provide 
knowledge to Cambodian chil-
dren. But all Cambodian chil-
dren must learn devotion to 
serving their country and be 
motivated by a passion to use 
their knowledge to burnish its 
international reputation and 
bring lasting glory to the name 
Cambodia,” Chanthol said.

Education minister Chuon 
naron said this is the first time 
that a Cambodian institution 
has had a programme offering 
a bachelor’s degree in engi-
neering of this type since the 
1980’s. For many years Cambo-
dia has had to send its students 
abroad to study these skills. 

“I hope that in the future we 
will be able to construct bridg-
es across the Mekong river 
and railways throughout the 
country ourselves,” he said.

ITC director Om romny said 
this programme is the founda-
tion for the future development 
of important national infra-
structure, especially strength-
ening capacity and improving 
the regulatory framework for 
the rapidly developing trans-
portation sector in Cambodia.

“This Mou is essentially an 
agreement between our two 
schools to train technical skills 
in public works and transpor-
tation as part of a dual degree 
programme for which the ICT 
side brings an integrated cur-
riculum developed with high-
er educational institutions in 
the European union, japan 
and aSEan,” romny said.
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Disgraced 
monk held 
on charges 
of sex abuse
Kim Sarom

KaMPOnG Chhnang Provin-
cial Court Investigating judge 
Phy Daro has placed a former 
acting pagoda chief monk in 
pre-trial detention for allegedly 
having sexual intercourse with 
four minors in December. 

Provincial court spokesper-
son Hong Kim Hak identified 
the former monk as Orn Chhai 
rak, 28. 

“Chhai rak has been charged 
under article 42 of the Law on 
Suppression of Human Trafficki ng 
and Sexual Exploitation,” he said. 

Chhai rak faces between five 
and 10 years in prison if found 
guilty.

On january 13, the Kampong 
Chhnang provincial court pros-
ecutor questioned Chhai rak 
after he was arrested on janu-
ary 11 in Svay rieng province’s 
Chantrea district for molesting 
four novice monks and sodo-
mised them in December last 
year at angserey Sovann Pago-
da in rolea Ba’ier commune of 
Kampong Chhnang province’s 
rolea Ba’ier district. The novice 
monks were aged between 13 
and 17.

Srey Soda, head of the Kam-
pong Chhnang provincial 
police’s anti-Human Trafficking 
and juvenile Protection Bureau, 
said Chhai rak is a native of Phsar 
Kandal commune’s Tuol Pongro 
village in Banteay Meanchey 
province’s Poipet town 

Soda said the court had 
ordered the accused to appear 
for questioning on january 21 
over complaints filed by par-
ents of the novice monks. He 
said Chhai rak had initially 
fled to his home province of 
Banteay Meanchey before 
moving to a pagoda in Svay 
rieng province, where he was 
defrocked and arrested.  

“We did not question the 
suspect [Chhai rak] at length 
because I arrested him on the 
court’s warrant,” he said.

Tax inpections on vehicles 
to begin in early February
Mom Kunthear

TaX officials in collaboration 
with sub-national authorities 
will begin tax inspections on all 
means of transportation and 
vehicles for 2020 throughout the 
country by early next month. 

The most recent yearly tax 
collection was completed on 
november 30 last year. It showed 
an increase compared to 2019 
in both the number of vehicles 
taxed and total revenue from tax 
payment, according to General 
Department of Taxation (GDT) 
director-general Kong Vibol.

“If you haven’t paid your 2020 
taxes on your vehicle yet please 
do so without delay, including 
the penalty for late payment.  

Payment can be made at the 
GDT, district and provincial tax 
offices as well as some banks 
branches,” the GDT said in an 
announcement. 

Vibol said the increase in the 
number of tax payers compared 
to previous years reflects the 
gradual improvement of the 
civic culture from year to year.

as of December 31, he said 
the GDT had collected taxes 
on 733,549 vehicles, of which 
76,994 were newly registered 
that year.

“In 2020, the revenue from 
taxes was 366,424,700,000 riel 
[$89 million], an increase of 
36,026,300,000 riel from 2019, 
equal to 105.2 per cent. If we 
compare it to our revenue pro-

jections for 2020, it’s equal to 
103.2 per cent,” he said.

Phnom Penh municipal traf-
fic police bureau chief Sem 
ratana told The Post that he 
had not yet received any 
instruction regarding vehicle 
tax inspections. 

“The Department of Traffic 
Police and Public Order will 
assign officials to target loca-
tions in collaboration with tax 
officials to do this work. I will 
inform you as soon as I receive 
any instructions or information 
from the higher ups,” he said.

according to the Ministry of 
Public Works and Transport, a 
total of 5,680,000 vehicles are 
registered in Cambodia, 
including 936,000 cars.

www.phnompenhpost.com
check the post website 
for breaking news

Pardons allowed on five holidays
Mom Kunthear

K
InG norodom Siha-
moni has issued a 
royal decree granting 
the government’s 

request for sentence reduction 
and pardoning of inmates dur-
ing five of the country’s annual 
public holidays. 

Consisting of six chapters 
and 19 articles, the january 12 
royal decree covers inmates 
who have been convicted of 
crimes and have already be-
gun serving their sentence.

The decree identifies five 
public holidays each year dur-
ing which the King will grant 
requests for pardons or sen-
tence reductions for inmates 
whose petition has been made 
through official channels and 
deemed worthy. 

The holidays include janu-
ary 7 Victory Day, Khmer new 
year, Visak Bochea, Indepen-
dence Day and Water Festival.

“Sentence reduction and 
pardoning of inmates is car-
ried out to facilitate the in-
tegration of inmates into 
society or for humanitarian 
purposes. Sentence reduc-
tions and pardons can only be 
given to those who have been 
convicted and sentenced by 
definitive verdicts or judg-
ments,” the decree states.  

Sentence reductions and par-
dons can only be enforced if the 
inmates fulfil certain required 
conditions such as express-
ing contrition for their crimes, 
maintaining good behaviour by 
obeying prison rules, and par-
ticipating in educational or vo-
cational training programmes 
while incarcerated. 

article 6 of the royal de-
cree states that reductions 
or pardons for humanitarian 
purposes may apply to cases 
where inmates are elderly, 
pregnant, suffering from 
chronic illness, men-
tally ill or physically or 
mentally disabled 
as medically cer-
tified by doc-
tors and rec-
ognised by 
a ministry 
with com-
petencies 
r e l e v a n t 
to the in-

mate’s circumstances. 
The decree also specifies 

that sentences can only be re-
duced for inmates who have 
served at least one-third of 
the total sentence meted out 
by the courts and 
that inmates 
who have 
received 
a life 
sentence 
m u s t 
serve a 

minimum of 10 years before 
they become eligible.

The royal decree places fur-
ther limitations on sentence 
reductions by limiting the 
amount a sentence can be re-
duced each time a request is 
granted. 

Sentences of one to five 
years may only be re-
duced by a period of 
three months. 

Sentences of five to 
10 years may only be 

reduced by a maximum of six 
months and sentences lasting 
from 10 to 20 years can only 
be reduced by nine months 
or less, while 20-30 year sen-
tences can only be reduced 
by one year or less. 

Life sentences can only be 
reduced to 30 years, initially.  

Prior to this royal decree, 
the reduction and pardoning 
of sentences for inmates took 
place on just four public holi-
days: Khmer new year, Visak 
Bochea, Independence Day 
and Water Festival.  

When asked about the addi-
tion of sentence reductions and 
pardons on the january 7 Vic-
tory Day holiday, government 

spokesman Phay Siphan 
(pictured) said january 7 

is a day of extreme im-
p o r -

tance 
a n d 
h i s -

torical sig-
nif icance 

for Cambodia 
because the 

event marks the 
resurrection of the 

Cambodian people, nation, 
and culture after what was per-
haps the darkest period in all of 
Cambodia’s history.

“This day means rebirth [of 
the nation]. The things we 
have today are the fruits from 
the tree of life planted on 
january 7. The resurrection of 
the Cambodian people is val-
ued as a source of inspiration 
to all of humanity,” he said.

Cambodian Institute for 
Democracy president Pa 
Chanroeun applauded the 
use of sentence reductions 
and pardons as it is important 
to give inmates hope for reha-
bilitation if they have strived 
to correct themselves. He 
noted that it would also help 
ease prison overcrowding. 

“I would like to request that 
inmates be selected and their 
petitions granted in a man-
ner that is transparent, just 
and fair to all applicants. In-
mates who have behaved in 
an exemplary manner while 
incarcerated should be given 
the most consideration for 
sentence reductions and par-
dons,” he said.

inmates are transported to preysar prison in phnom penh last year. Hean Rangsey

an official scans the Qr code on a truck’s road tax sticker in phnom penh. tax inspections on all means of 
transportation and vehicles for 2020 throughout the country will begin by early next month. FResH news
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Orm Bunthoeurn

THE Fisheries administration 
under the Ministry of agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisheries will 
close fishing for short mack-
erel in Cambodian waters from 
january 15 to March 31 this year, 
according to an announcement 
seen by The Post on january 10. 

It said the reason for the clo-
sure is the onset of the short 
mackerel’s spawning season 
and that the Fisheries adminis-
tration strictly prohibits fishing 
for short mackerel – known by 
its scientific name rastrelliger 
brachysoma – in its territorial 
waters during spawning in order 
to preserve and protect Cambo-
dia’s marine fisheries resources. 

Kampot provincial Fisheries 
administration chief Sar Sorin 
told The Post on january 10 
that officials had circulated the 
announcement in the fishing 
communities along the coast to 
make them aware of the ban.

“We educate and guide them 
to understand the importance of 
why we close down fishing dur-
ing spawning season, and we ad-
vise them to change their fishing 
equipment to catch something 
other than short mackerel, be-
cause there are a lot of other fish 
[species] in our seas,” Sorin said.

according to Sorin, the 2020 
total catch for marine fishing in 
Kampot province was approxi-
mately 22,000 tonnes, down 10 
per cent compared to 2019. 

Freshwater fishing in the prov-
ince added up to roughly 6,500 
tonnes while aquaculture or fish 

farms added about 4,000 tonnes. 
“The main reason for the [ocean 

fishing] decrease was bad weath-
er. There were too many storms. 
another reason was Covid-19, 
which reduced the number of 
people fishing because overall 
demand was reduced due to the 
lack of tourists,” he said.

Preah Sihanouk provincial 
Fisheries administration direc-
tor Em Phea said the large com-
mercial fishing boats typically 
observe any fishing bans put in 
place by the ministry. 

However, he said some peo-
ple who have smaller fishing 
boats to support their family 
will continue to fish for short 
mackerel secretly.

“When they bring in their fish 
we inspect them and if we see 
that they have short mackerel 
we first make them sign a let-
ter promising to stop fishing for 
them. If they are stubborn and 
repeat the offence, then we will 
take legal action,” Em Phea said.

according to Em Phea, total 
fishery output in 2020 for Preah 
Sihanouk province had not de-
creased at all compared to 2019. 
He said the total fishing haul 
was 47,322 tonnes in 2019 and 
48,812 tonnes in 2020 – an in-
crease of about two per cent. 

according to the agriculture 
ministry report in 2020, Cambo-
dia produced 936,300 tonnes of 
fishery products, including more 
than 410,000 tonnes of freshwa-
ter products, more than 120,000 
tonnes of marine products and 
more than 400,000 tonnes of 
aquaculture products.

Fisheries authority bans 
short mackerel fishingCenturies-old trees saved

Nov Sivutha

P
HnOM PEnH mu-
nicipal governor 
Khuong Sreng has 
issued new instruc-

tions to preserve three very 
old trees situated along an 
avenue median between 
ang Duong Hospital and Ca-
nadia Tower in the capital’s 
Daun Penh district.

The trees are estimated to 
be more than 300 years old 
and had been slated to be re-
moved due to concerns over 
their health.

While leading officials on an 
inspection of the three trees on 
january 12, Sreng confirmed 
the decision to preserve them 
after seeing that they were still 
standing well.

Sreng instructed the mu-
nicipal departments of 
Environment; agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries; and 
Public Works and Transport 
to cooperate in taking care 
of the trees, trimming only 
as necessary and removing 
dead branches.

He noted that supports 
should be added around the 
trees to preclude the possi-
bility of their collapsing and 
endangering the public.

“In Phnom Penh, no trees 
will be cut down, instead, 
authorities will plant more 
to make the city greener and 
more environmentally friend-
ly,” said Sreng.

Municipal hall spokesman 
Met Meas Pheakdey told The 

Post on january 12 that the 
governor decided to keep 
the three 300-year-old trees 
as part of an effort to pre-
serve all the trees in Phnom 
Penh. 

Pheakdey did not have in-
formation on hand about the 
number of trees around the 
capital which were more than 
100 years old, referring ques-
tions to expert officials at the 
municipal administration.

Previously, Sam Samuth, 
director of the Garden and 

Plant unit under the munici-
pal public works department, 
had announced on january 8 
that the municipal authori-
ties, with approval from the 
agriculture ministry, planned 
to cut down the three trees 
and replace them.

He noted that there were 
about 50 big trees on the av-
enue median, of which three 
had rotted and become hol-
low, making them a poten-
tial hazard to pedestrians 
and vehicles.

Loeung Vong Visoth, a 
Phnom Penh resident who 
frequently travels along the 
avenue, said he would like 
to see authorities save these 
trees because they beautify 
the city and provide shade 
to visitors.

However, if authorities 
perceive some sort of risk 
associated with the trees, 
they should take measures 
to monitor and prune them 
for the safety of people in the 
area, he said.

Estimated to be more than 300 years old, the trees are located along an avenue median between Ang 
Duong Hospital and Canadia Tower in Phnom Penh’s Daun Penh district. heng chivoan
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,780 16,720 16,780 16,700

2 GTI 3,450 3,500 3,500 3,250

3 PAS 13,900 13,900 13,900 13,900

4 PEPC 2,800 2,800 2,800 2,800

5 PPAP 11,600 11,600 11,600 11,600

6 PPSP 1,190 1,170 1,190 1,160

7 PWSA 6,200 6,000 6,300 6,000

Date: JANUARY 13, 2021
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The price of crude oil is expected to 
recover this week, largely due to US 
President-elect Joe Biden’s proposed trillions 
of dollars stimulus package to boost the 
economy. 

In addition, Saudi Arabia’s pledge to 
cut oil production, the success of Covid-19 
vaccine rollouts and the rise of consumer 
prices in China last month are all good signs 
for a recovery in the price of oil. 

According to Reuters, the price of 
crude oil rallied late Friday after Biden 
proposed the stimulus package to counter 
the economic toll from the coronavirus 

outbreak. 
It added to a weekly gain of $47.13 to 

$52.70 a barrel underpinned by the Saudi 
pledge for deeper output cuts by one million 
barrels per day in February and March. 

The price of oil has increased from $33.60 
to a recent high of $52.70. This rise of around 
45 per cent since early November came after 
a series of Covid-19 vaccine breakthroughs 
raised optimism for a sustained rebound in 
fuel consumption, despite the rollout of jabs 
expected to take some time. 

The recovery in energy demand hinges 
largely on the success of the distribution of 
shots, and complications in various vaccines 
programmes are affecting the trajectory of 
the rebound. 

The speed, or lack thereof, of the vaccine 
rollout will play a key role in determining 
how quickly energy demand will rally in the 
coming months. 

It will be interesting to see how high oil 
prices will rise without a substantial increase 
in demand and, if they do continue their 
upward path, just how long the Saudis will 
maintain their output cuts.

Crude might be looking for a fresh 
direction after last week’s strong gains. 
Markets are still positive on the crude price 
and Biden’s promise to lay out a fresh 
stimulus proposal last Thursday may keep 
sentiment buoyant.  

Biden urged new assistance, including 
boosting stimulus cheques to $2,000 after 
an unexpectedly poor December jobs 
report that reflected a plunge in restaurant 
employment. 

Meanwhile, China’s consumer prices rose 
last month after briefly declining  
in November, while factory gate deflation 
eased further, providing more evidence of 
the country’s economic recovery.

For trade recommendations this week, 
investors should buy crude oil at $51  
to $52 a barrel and take profit at $54.50, 
with the stop-loss at $49.  

Crude oil price up amid US stimulus, Covid vaccine rollout 

Analysis by Golden FX Link Capital business manager Nhim Kosol.

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,064 1.2734 6.4697 103.93 4.0435 1.3256 30.05 0.7748 1.2180 1.3676

SEEKInG to boost a green-led 
economic recovery in the post-
pandemic era, South Korea’s 
government vowed on janu-
ary 13 to spend 30 trillion won 
($27.35 billion) to support local 
exports of renewable energy and 
other clean technologies.

Deputy Prime Minister and 
finance minister Hong nam-ki 
told a meeting of economy-
related ministers: “South Korea 
should take a lead in the global 
market for green and digital 
businesses by embracing the on-
going paradigm shift to a green 
and digital economy triggered 
by the Covid-19 pandemic.

“[The government] will make 
all-out efforts to help renewable 
energy companies expand their 
overseas contracts of green en-
ergy products to 30GW from the 
current 15GW. To do so, the au-
thorities are planning to operate 
export financing programme 
worth 30 trillion won in phases 
over the next five years.”

In addition, Hong pledged to 
launch a series of state-run export 
insurance programmes targeting 
domestic renewable energy pro-
viders, while reducing the length 
of time taken by the finance min-
istry’s in its evaluation process. 

The ministry hopes that expe-
diting the evaluations, which as-
sess the feasibility of local com-
panies’ new overseas projects, 
will speed up their business ac-
tivities in the global market. 

The envisioned plans were 
designed to promote the Moon 

jae-in administration’s “Korean 
new Deal” initiative, centred on 
two pillars – the Green new Deal 
and Digital new Deal – which 
aims to promote green growth 
initiatives as well as digital trans-
formation across industries.

against this backdrop, the fiscal 
chief also promised to ramp up 
policy drives to fuel exports in the 
country’s digital tech sector, in-
cluding the information and com-
munications technology market.

He said: “By 2025, [the govern-
ment] will increase the amount of 
digital exports, which comprise 
the ICT manufacturing and relat-
ed service businesses, to $250 bil-
lion from the latest figure of $180 
billion estimated in 2019.”

Hong’s remarks came amid pos-
itive projections on the country’s 
exports of organic light-emitting 
diode panels this year, which are 
expected to soar nearly 20 per cent 
to reach $13 billion, according to 
the Ministry of Trade, Industry 
and Energy and the Korea Display 
Industry association. OLED pan-
els use self-illuminating pixels 
to produce lightweight, thin and 
flexible display products. 

as part of a move to expand 
support for domestic companies 
exporting digital technologies, 
the finance ministry is planning 
to implement special funds worth 
30 billion won this year, while set-
ting up the so-called “global ven-
ture fund”, worth 200 billion won, 
designed to help local enterprises 
make inroad into the global market. 
THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

S Korea to inject $27.35B 
into green energy exportsMou champions handicrafts

Thou Vireak

T
HE Ministry of Commerce’s 
General Department of Trade 
Promotion on january 11 
signed a memorandum of 

understanding (Mou) with trade-, 
service- and retail-consultant Beyond 
real Business (Cambodia) Co Ltd 
(BrB) and Coca-Cola Co to promote 
handicrafts products trade.

The ministry on january 12 said: 
“This Mou aims to promote and en-
hance the use of local products, in-
crease and build the capacity of Cam-
bodian entrepreneurs, as well as create 
business management opportunities 
for women to participate in the de-
velopment of trade and promote the 
socio-economic environment.”

The Mou aims to organise a trade 
promotion programme on handicraft 
products in a bid to develop Cambodi-
an pottery products in Kampong Chh-
nang province, the ministry said.

It said the Kampong Chhnang pro-
vincial style of pottery can be found 
predominantly in Chrey Bakk and Sre 
Thmey communes in rolea Ba’ier dis-
trict just across the boundary from the 
provincial town, where local and inter-
national tourists flock to buy clay pots 
and jars as souvenirs.

Ministry spokesman Seang Thay told 
The Post that his ministry sets up exhi-
bitions of local wares across the prov-
inces around five or six times a year in 
its ambition to promote their use.

He said: “Having signed the Mou 
with BrB, we’ll work together to pub-
licise Cambodian products and nur-
ture a deeper love for our wares among 
Cambodians.

“Coca-Cola will lend a hand at all 

events organised by the Ministry of 
Commerce, in publicity stunts and 
training courses. They could have a 
speaker talk about the business and il-
lustrate it to emerging start-ups.”

The ministry said the Mou will 
also restructure production set-ups, 
strengthen the community, train hu-
man resources, develop markets and 
merchandise, and promote the wide-
spread use of Cambodian handicrafts.

It will serve as a blue print for the en-
dorsement of local wares, contribute 
to solving challenges in value chains 
and reinforce quality and productivity 
to meet market demand, according to 
the ministry. 

at the same time, it said the public 
and private sectors must work togeth-
er to organise trade promotion events 
and national campaigns that shore up 
trade as a whole.

They should join forces to advance 
the ministry’s “Buy Cambodian Cam-
paign”, exhibitions of Cambodian and 
international products, as well as con-
ferences, forums and seminars related 
to the sector, the ministry added.

It said: “The cooperation will con-
tribute to the development of the trade 
sector and help to prop up the market 
and develop the Cambodian economy, 
and especially champion the wider use 
of domestic products.”

Kampong Chhnang provincial style of pottery can be found predominantly in Chrey Bakk and 
Sre Thmey communes in Rolea Ba’ier district just across the boundary from the provincial 
town. FACEBOOK
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Salt yields up in 2020, 
may prevent shortage
Thou Vireak

M
ORE than 84,000 
tonnes were col-
lected in Cambo-
dian salt marshes 

during the 2020 harvest, rais-
ing hopes that the Kingdom 
will be able to avoid a repeat 
of the shortage in 2019, accord-
ing to a senior Kampot provin-
cial official.

Department of Industry, Sci-
ence, Technology and Innova-
tion director Sok Kim Choeun 
said favourable climatic fac-
tors prolonged the harvest to 
August in Kampot and Kep 
provinces – where most do-
mestic salt is produced, which 
would span from January to 
May most years.

“Last year, we sold practi-
cally all of the salt, only about 
10,000 tonnes remain in 
stock,” Kim Choeun said.

He said salt last year cost 
between 8,000 and 12,000 riel 
($2 and $3) per 50kg sack. “We 
won’t face a shortage of salt and 
will be able to provide enough 
for domestic demand,” he said.

Thaung Thyda, managing di-
rector of Kampot-Kep salt pro-
cessing firm Thaung Trading 
Co Ltd, told The Post that her 
company supplies local mar-
kets and exports to, inter alia, 
Japan, Switzerland, Canada, the 
UK and the Czech Republic.

She said: “In the three years 

we’ve been turning out our 
enterprise’s products, we’ve 
received firm backing from 
our people and the interna-
tional community.”

Thaung Trading has penned 
buy-sell agreements with 27 lo-
cal producers to secure 20,000 
tonnes of salt per annum.

She said: “We are working 
on exporting to the French 
market and negotiating with 
other countries.”

In 2014-2016, Cambodia 
harvested more than 100,000 
tonnes of salt each year, be-
fore tumbling for three con-
secutive years in 2017-2019.

The government authorised 
the salt-processing commu-

nity to import 30,000 tonnes of 
the commodity in 2019 citing a 
paucity of salt, according to the 
Ministry of Industry, Science, 
Technology and Innovation.

But according to Kim 
Choeun, the Cambodia has 
imported just around 10,000 
tonnes of the allotted amount, 
as optimism in early 2020 sur-
rounding the year’s salt output 
ground the purchases to a halt.

The ministerial report said 
salt production in Kampot 
and Kep covered 4,748ha 
last year and employed 5,000 
workers. With suitable weath-
er conditions, each hectare 
can yield 20 tonnes of salt per 
annum, it said.

‘Great achievement for NBC’s Chanto’

Cambodia produced more than 84,000 tonnes of salt in 2020. hIN PISEI
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CEO of South Korea-owned 
Phnom Penh Commercial Bank 
Plc (PPCBank), pointed out that 
the recognition is well-deserved, 
especially for the NBC’s leading 
role in sustaining the national 
economy during the pandemic.  

He said: “This is a great 
achievement for [Chanto] 
and also very encouraging 
news for NBC and Cambodia. 
NBC was also very supportive 
of the banking industry, eas-
ing regulatory requirements 
to provide extra liquidity to 
lenders of restructured loans.

“These were very reason-
able and commercially rel-
evant measures to promote 
the supply and demand sides 
of the credit market.”

On October 28, the NBC of-
ficially launched the Bakong in-
terbank blockchain-based pay-
ment platform in a bid to enable 
interoperability between banks 
and financial institutions that is 
safe, efficient and cost-effective, 
and gives a powerful impetus to 
rural financial sector develop-
ment and nurture financial in-
clusivity.

The Banker said: 
“Cambodia has also 
stayed on track 
with the promo-
tion of digital 
banking. The 
NBC launched 
a digital cur-
rency, Bakong, 
in October 2020 
to help promote 
financial inclu-
sion, as many 

companies still pay employ-
ees in cash.

“The country’s fiat currency 
has also been promoted this 
year, as Mr Chanto called for 
greater use of the Cambodian 
riel, stating it will be a way to 
encourage sustainable growth 
and develop an effective 
banking system, away from a 
dependence on the US dollar.

“Low-denomination dol-
lar notes have begun to be 
phased out of circulation and 
transactions under $100 are 
now to be conducted in riel.”

With Cambodia in the midst 
of a digital transformation in 
its financial service industry, 
PPCBank’s Shin said nation-
wide infrastructure should be 
the key enabler of this impor-
tant agenda item.

He said: “In Cambodia, it is 
true that we are behind most 
of the world in that sense, but I 
am confident that we are on the 
right track to catch up quickly, 
and, with some 
pioneering 
infrastruc-
ture such 

as Bakong, Cambodia is leading 
the region and even presents an 
example of a revolutionary pay-
ment platform led by a central 
bank on the global scene.”

At the same time, Cambodi-
an Public Bank (CPB) was also 
again honoured with “The 
Bank of the year Award 2020” 
for Cambodia by The Banker.

The publication said: “This 
is the 12th time Cambodian 
Public Bank has won this 
award since 2001. The award is 
a further testimony of [CPB’s] 
continued commitment to 
banking excellence, prudent 
management and customers’ 
confidence towards the bank.”

As of December 31, 2019, there 
were 47 commercial banks con-
sisting of 17 local banks, 17 sub-
sidiaries and 13 foreign branch 
banks, according to the NBC.

In addition, there were 15 
specialised banks, seven micro-
finance deposit-taking institu-
tions, 76 microfinance non-
deposit taking institutions, 245 
rural credit institutions and 15 
financial leasing companies.

In its “Macroeconomic and 
Banking Progress 2019 Report 
and 2020 Outlook”, the NBC 

said deposits and outstanding 
loans in 2019 rose sharply 

by 25 and 26 per cent 
respectively over the 
previous year.

Outstanding loans 
reached $19.6 bil-
lion and deposits 
with Cambodia’s 

seven money depos-
it-taking institutions 

(MDI) reached $22 bil-
lion in 2019.

National Bank of Cambodia (NBC) 
governor Chea Chanto. NBC
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THE renting and sale of real 
estate property across Laos, 
especially in Vientiane, still 
faces challenges due to the 
continued impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Target groups of tenants 
and buyers for condomini-
ums and apartment mainly 
consist of expatriates from 
China and other countries.

Following the launch of 
large investments projects by 
Chinese investors, there had 
been a boom in the construc-
tion of apartment blocks in 
recent years, before the coro-
navirus outbreak.

rentsBuy.com managing 
director Houmphan Saiyal-
ath told Vientiane Times on 
january 6 that the renting and 
sales of apartments and con-
dominiums in Vientiane con-
tinues to suffer after the exit 
of expatriates.

“However, land and hous-
ing projects are still going on 
due to the affordable prices,” 
he said, adding that the buy-
ers are mainly local residents 
from different provinces who 
wish to move to Vientiane.

He said most buyers wish-
ing to acquire a plot of land 
or a housing project can 

make monthly payments to 
landlords or project develop-
ers within a certain period of 
signing an agreement.

‘Plenty of options’
Observers have said many 

land developers in Vientiane 
tend to offer affordable prices 
to their clients, and this en-
ables people to acquire a plot 
of land and to have a perma-
nent house in the capital.

a former tenant said: “To 
own a plot of land in Vien-
tiane, buyers have plenty of 
options for payments. For in-
stance, they may make a down 
payment of 10 per cent or 20 
per cent of the total price, and 
then they can start building a 
house and continue to make 
monthly payments in accor-
dance with the agreement 
signed by both sides.”

Prior to the Covid-19 crisis, 
Laos witnessed rapid eco-
nomic growth and a surge in 
foreign investments in 12 spe-
cial economic zones. The busi-
ness sector is now hoping that 
the arrival of Covid-19 vaccines 
will help end the economic dis-
ruption and the regional and 
global economies will recover. 
VIENTIANE TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Covid-19 continues 
to impact Lao real 
estate businesses

PP condo supply near 26K units
Hin Pisei

T
HE fourth quarter of 
2020 saw the addition 
of 937 units to Phnom 
Penh’s condominium 

supply, raising the total 3.75 
per cent quarter-on-quarter 
to 25,914, according to a new 
report.

CBrE Cambodia, the local 
affiliate of uS commercial 
real estate services and in-
vestment firm CBrE Group 
Inc, said in the report that the 
“mid-range” BaoLi Mansion 
project in Prampi Makara dis-
trict provided 644 units to the 
supply, while the “affordable” 
royal Park Condo in Tuol Kork 
district delivered 293.

The real estate firm categor-
ises condominium projects 
as “high-range”, “mid-range” 
and “affordable”.

It said the price of “high-
end” condominium units av-
eraged $3,000 per sqm in the 
fourth quarter of last year, 
down 1.19 per cent compared 
to the third quarter.

“Mid-range” units averaged 
$2,250 per sqm, a 5.89 per 
cent quarter-on-quarter dip, 
while “affordable” units aver-
aged $1,400, falling 1.56 per 
cent on a quarterly basis.

On the fourth quarter rental 
market, “high-end” units av-
eraged $12.69 per sqm per 
month, down 0.08 per cent 

quarter-on-quarter and “mid-
range” units went for around 
$10.20, dropping 6.7 per cent 
over the third quarter.

CBrE Cambodia manag-
ing director ann Sothida said 
condominium construction 
remained solid in the fourth 
quarter, Covid-19 notwith-
standing. “Developers are 
still confident in the market 
in Cambodia.”

During the fourth quarter of 
last year, 498 new condomin-
ium units were launched for 
sale at three projects, she said.

The projects are the “afford-
able” Green Leaf residence in 
Sen Sok district with 162 units, 
while the “mid-range” real 
Hope Condominium (231 
units) and City Light Condo-
minium (105 units) projects 
were launched in Chamkar-
mon district, she added.

The projects launched 
for sale in the fourth quar-
ter comprised relatively few 
units, she said, adding that 
these figures were a far cry 
from 2019 levels.

Holding on to hope that 

Covid-19 would be brought 
under control soon, Sothida 
said: “according to the fore-
cast for 2021, [condominium] 
supply in Phnom Penh will 
increase by about 50 per cent 
compared to 2020.”

Capital investment in the 
Kingdom’s construction sec-
tor in the first nine months of 
2020 fell 9.6 per cent to $5.868 
billion from $6.494 billion in 
january-September 2019, the 
Ministry of Land Manage-
ment, urban Planning and 
Construction reported.

Two condominium projects completed construction in the fourth quarter of 2020, adding 937 units to the 
capital’s supply. BAOLI MANSION VIA FACEBOOK



thursday, january 14, 2021  www.phnompenhpost.com  



N
orth Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un pledged to strength-
en his country’s nuclear ar-
senal in his closing address 

to a top ruling party meeting, state me-
dia reported on January 13, days before 
Joe Biden takes office as US president.

Kim is looking to grab the attention 
of the incoming Biden administra-
tion, analysts say, with his country 
more isolated than ever after closing 
its borders to protect itself against the 
coronavirus pandemic.

A nuclear summit between Kim and 
outgoing US President Donald trump in 
hanoi in February 2019 broke down over 
sanctions relief and what Pyongyang 
would be willing to give up in return.

“While strengthening our nuclear 
war deterrent, we need to do every-
thing in order to build the most pow-
erful military,” the official Korean Cen-
tral News Agency (KCNA) cited him as 
telling the Workers’ Party congress.

Earlier in the eight-day congress – 
twice as long as the previous meet-
ing in 2016 – Kim called the US “the 
fundamental obstacle to the develop-
ment of our revolution and our fore-
most principal enemy”.

“the real intention of its policy to-
ward the DPrK will never change, 
whoever comes into power,” he said 
using North Korea’s official acronym, 
without mentioning Biden by name.

the North had completed plans for 
a nuclear-powered submarine, he said 
– which would be a strategic game-
changer – and offered a shopping list 
of weapons goals, including hypersonic 
gliding warheads, military reconnais-
sance satellites and solid-fuel intercon-
tinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs).

the North’s weapons programmes 
have made rapid progress under Kim, 
including by far its most powerful nu-

clear blast to date and missiles capa-
ble of reaching the entire continental 
US, at a cost of increasingly stringent 
international sanctions.

At a military parade in october, it 
showed off a huge new ICBM that ana-
lysts said was the largest road-mobile, 
liquid-fuelled missile in the world.

Kim and trump had a tumultuous 
relationship, first engaging in mutual 
insults and threats of war, before an ex-
traordinary diplomatic bromance fea-
turing headline-grabbing summits and 
declarations of love by the US president.

the change of leadership in Wash-
ington presents a challenge for 
Pyongyang – Biden characterised Kim 
as a “thug” during the presidential de-
bates, while the North has previously 
called Biden a “rabid dog” that “must 
be beaten to death with a stick”.

the congress is the top ruling party 
gathering, a grand political set-piece 
that reinforces the regime’s authority 
and can serve as a platform for an-
nouncements of policy shifts or elite 
personnel changes.

At the gathering, Kim was named the 

party General Secretary, a title previ-
ously reserved for his father and prede-
cessor Kim Jong-il, in what analysts said 
was a move to reinforce his authority.

the North’s economy is struggling 
in the face of its self-imposed coro-
navirus blockade, mismanagement 
and sanctions, and Kim repeatedly 
admitted at the meeting that mis-
takes had been made.

“Almost all sectors fell a long way 
short of the set objectives” in the 
country’s previous economic plan, he 
said earlier. afp

BolStErED by support from his dep-
uty Mike Pence who opposed ousting 
the US president, Donald trump 
denied responsibility on January 12 for 
an assault on Congress by his support-
ers but now faces an all-but-certain 
second impeachment effort.

With republican backing for trump 
eroding in the final days of his presi-
dency, Pence served as an anchor, rul-
ing out calls by Democrats to invoke 
the 25th Amendment in order to 
remove the president from office.

“I do not believe that such a course 
of action is in the best interest of our 
nation,” Pence wrote in a letter to 
house Speaker Nancy Pelosi shortly 
before the house was set to vote on a 
measure calling on Pence to use the 
amendment to strip trump of power.

With that effort dead, Pelosi quickly 
announced her managers for the 
impeachment debate, the strongest 
signal yet that she is going ahead with 
a move to make trump the first presi-
dent in US history to be impeached for 
a second time.

An impeachment vote in the house 
of representatives is expected on Jan-
uary 13. 

the single charge of “incitement of 
insurrection” – over his January 6 
speech in which he claimed he was the 
real winner of the November election, 
then urged supporters to march on 
Congress and “fight” – is all but sure to 
get majority support.

Earlier trump travelled to Alamo, 
texas, and although he urged “peace 
and calm” during a visit to his Mexico-
US border wall, his overall message was 
of refusal to take blame.

the crowd attacked the Capitol, 
fighting with police, ransacking offices, 
and briefly forcing terrified lawmakers 
– and Pence – to abandon a session 
certifying Democrat Joe Biden’s elec-
tion victory.

A defiant trump insisted that “every-
body” thought his speech was “totally 
appropriate”.

trump dubbed his likely impeach-
ment a “continuation of the greatest 
witch hunt in the history of politics”.

And he warned that while “you have 
to always avoid violence”, his supporters 
are furious.

“I’ve never seen such anger,” he said.
Democrats are all but sure to pass 

impeachment in the house.
It seemed unlikely that the republi-

can-controlled Senate would be called 
into an emergency session to put trump 
on trial before his term runs out on 
January 20. afp

World
NK’s Kim vows to boost nuke arsenal

US’ Pence rejects calls to oust trump

North Korean leader Kim Jong-un delivers a speech to conclude the 8th Congress of the Workers’ Party of Korea in Pyongyang. KCNa/KNS/afp

US Vice-President Mike Pence delivers an update on ‘Operation Warp Speed’ in the Rose 
Garden of the White House in Washington, DC. afp

Seoul set to win back air 
rights over south Jeju sea
SoUth Korea, China and Japan 
have agreed to a new air corridor 
over the sea south of Jeju Island 
following safety concerns over 
the growing air traffic in one 
of the busiest airspaces in the 
world, according to the South 
Korean Ministry of land, Infra-
structure and transport.

the new move, which is set to 
take effect in late March, will give 
South Korea air traffic control over 
parts of the airspace previously 
controlled by air traffic authori-
ties in Japan with dual airways set 
to be established in the section 
connecting the two countries.

Seoul and Beijing have also 
signed an agreement on air traffic 
control cooperation and will set 
up a hotline for better communi-
cation, the ministry added.

Air traffic in the area, also known 
as the “Akara corridor”, has grown 
drastically since it was first estab-
lished in 1983. the daily average 
number of flights was 10 in its 
first year but gradually increased 
to 580 in 2019, sparking calls to 
replace the current system to en-
hance air traffic safety.

Deputy minister for civil avia-
tion Kim Sang-do told The Korea 
Herald that the agreement would 
“contribute to both human and 

material exchanges” between 
the three countries and said it 
was a “significant improvement 
in aviation safety.”

he said: “the shift from the out-
dated air corridor system created 
during the Cold War era to a new 
air route and air traffic control 
system will significantly improve 
aviation safety in the Incheon FIr 
area south of Jeju Island.

“this will allow us to better 
contribute to international air 
transport.”

the decision to re-establish the 
airspace comes after the three 
countries and the International 
Civil Aviation organisation (ICAo) 
formed a working group in Janu-
ary 2019 and reached common 
ground late last month.

the shift was originally set to go 
into effect in April last year, but 
follow-up discussions were de-
layed by the Covid-19 pandemic, 
pushing back the implementa-
tion to later this year.

the second phase of the agree-
ment is tentatively scheduled 
to begin June 17 after Seoul and 
Beijing establish a new air route 
for all sections of the corridor 
through further consultations, 
the ministry explained. THE KOREa 
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changes would allow farmers 
to sell to private buyers instead 
of just at state markets.

But the demonstrators – 
mostly from states in northern 
India near Delhi – fear that 
under the new system, large 
corporations would squeeze 
them for profits and destroy 
their livelihoods.

they have vowed to contin-
ue their protest until the laws 
are repealed. the government 
has said it would not consider 
repealing the laws.

Several meetings have been 
held between the government 
and farmers, but have not 
yielded any results. the next 
meeting was expected to be 
held in mid-January.

Political strategist Amitabh 
tiwari said the Supreme 
Court’s intervention was a 
blow to Modi’s government.

he said: “Agriculture is a 
touchy issue in India. More than 
60 per cent of the people are 
dependent upon agriculture.

“So that is why perhaps they 
face roadblocks while imple-
menting their agenda in this 
sector.”

he added that opposition 
parties and groups that have 
opposed his adminstration 
over other reforms would also 
be emboldened by the farmers’ 
continuing protests. afp

‘More than 
60% in India 
depend on 
agriculture’
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More efforts made in crime 
prevention: Vietnam officials

Hunt for cockpit tapes 
after Indonesia jet crash

P
rogress has been made to 
prevent crime and corrup-
tion in Vietnam but short-
comings remain, officials 

said at a meeting of the National As-
sembly standing Committee (NAsC) 
on January 12, which discussed per-
formance during their term of office 
in 2016-2021.

The People’s Procuracy and People’s 
Court at all levels met criteria and re-
quests of the National Assembly’s (NA) 
resolutions, solved disputes, contrib-
uting to maintain social order and se-
curity for the country, they said.

According to Le Minh Tri, Prosecutor 
general of the supreme People’s Pro-
curacy (sPP), despite the fact that the 
number of crimes continued to rise, the 
sector has upheld its responsibility to 
fulfil all tasks entrusted to it by the NA.

The sPP’s Investigation Agency 
has promptly verified, prosecuted 
and investigated many cases of cor-
ruption in judicial activities which 
drew public interest.

It has strived to improve the qual-
ity of investigative officers and legal 
documents.

The number of cases dealt with by 
investigative police and the number 
of defendants rose by 28 per cent 
and 42 per cent compared with the 
previous term, respectively.

Legal proceedings have been 
launched in over 3,000 cases, an in-
crease of 64 per cent.

However, there were still some 
wrongful verdicts; the quality of ap-
peals to administrative cases was low 
and the settlement of petitions had 
not reached the NA’s target, Tri said.

regarding the performance of the 
People’s Court, Nguyen Hoa Binh, 
Chief Justice of the supreme People’s 
Court of Vietnam, said the People’s 
Courts at all levels had adopted solu-
tions to improve the quality of crimi-
nal trials. The rate of solving these 
cases reached 99.5 per cent, exceed-
ing the NA target by 11.5 per cent.

The sector had overcome the 
limitation of prolonged cases. Most 
cases were brought to trial within 
the time limit by law. In particular, 
no cases of wrongful conviction had 
been detected during that time.

It is noteworthy that the number 
of assets recovered in corruption 
cases reached nearly 80 trillion dong 

($3.5 billion) which was appreciated 
by the Communist Party of Vietnam, 
state and people.

Under the direction of the Central 
steering Committee on anti-cor-
ruption, the sector put on trial 7,463 
cases of corruption or violations of 
economic regulations and 14,540 de-
fendants had been strictly dealt with.

The top court also applied mea-
sures to seize property or blockade 
accounts to recover tens of trillions 
of Vietnamese dong in accordance 
with state regulations.

However, he said, there were still 
some cases that had to be cancelled 
or corrected. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

BAd weather forced scores of divers 
to temporarily suspend their hunt 
for a crashed Indonesian jet’s cock-
pit voice recorder on January 13, as 
investigators worked to read critical 
details on a flight data device that 
had already been salvaged.

The two “black boxes” could supply 
key clues as to why the sriwijaya Air 
Boeing 737-500 plunged about 3,000m 
in less than a minute before slamming 
into the Java sea soon after take-off on 
January 9, taking with it 62 people.

divers just off the coast of Jakarta had 
hauled the data recorder to the surface 
on January 12, with the hunt now fo-
cused on finding a voice recorder on 
the wreckage-littered seabed.

The discovery came as a team 
from the Us National Transportation 
safety Board (NTsB) prepared to join 
the investigation in the capital, along 
with staff from Boeing, the Us Fed-
eral Aviation Administration and jet 
engine producer ge Aviation.

While dozens of boats and heli-
copters searched for wreckage, poor 
conditions forced divers to tempo-
rarily suspend their hunt.

search and rescue agency spokes-
man Yusuf Latif said: “It was called 
off . . . due to bad weather. All divers 
are now on standby.”

A remotely operated underwa-
ter vehicle was still searching the 
wreckage-littered seabed.

Agency chief soerjanto Tjahjono 
said a day earlier that investigators 
hoped to download data from the 
retrieved black box in a matter of 
days, so “we can reveal the mystery 
behind this accident”.

Black box data includes the speed, 
altitude and direction of the plane as 

well as flight crew conversations, and 
helps explain nearly 90 per cent of all 
crashes, according to aviation experts.

so far authorities have been un-
able to explain why the 26-year-old 
plane crashed just four minutes af-
ter setting off from Jakarta, bound 
for Pontianak city on Borneo island, 
a 90-minute flight away.

More than 3,000 people are taking 
part in the recovery effort, assisted 
by dozens of boats and helicopters 
flying over small islands off the capi-
tal’s coast.

Agus Haryono with the search-and-
rescue agency’s crash team said: “It’s 
not easy to find victims and parts of 
the fuselage because the debris and 
human remains are usually in small 
pieces so they can easily drift away.”

The grisly task of hunting for man-
gled body parts can also take a psy-
chological toll.

Agus said newer divers “feel un-
comfortable or even get scared, es-
pecially when they’re retrieving re-
mains at night.

“But, as time goes by, they get stron-
ger mentally to face these situations.”

Three more victims have been iden-
tified by matching fingerprints on file 
to body parts retrieved from the murky 
depths, authorities said on January 13, 
including a 50-year-old female passen-
ger and a 38-year-old off-duty pilot.

There were 10 children among the 
passengers on the half-full plane, which 
had experienced pilots at the controls.

scores of body bags filled with hu-
man remains were being taken to a 
police morgue where forensic inves-
tigators hoped to identify victims by 
matching fingerprints or dNA with 
relatives. Afp

Le Minh Tri, Prosecutor General of the Supreme People’s Procuracy speaks at a NASC 
discussion on the performance during their term of office in 2016-2021 on Tuesday. 
VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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a
CCOrDInG to a recent 
report, India’s energy con-
sumption will rise by 156 per 
cent between 2017 and 2040. 

India generates more than 80 per cent 
of its energy from fossil fuels. These 
fuels – coal, oil and gas – create major 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, 
causing air pollution, health hazards 
and harsh climate impacts.

Global fossil fuel dependency is 
predicted to decrease by 13 per cent 
by 2040. To fill this gap, nonconven-
tional and sustainable energy genera-
tion such as solar power, wind, hydro, 
geothermal and nuclear energy need 
to be pushed forward.

nuclear power can be an emerging 
clean energy source in India. It is a sus-
tainable, environmentally friendly and 
economically viable option which can 
replace fossil fuel-derived energy and 
augment renewable energy sources.

nuclear power stations are expen-
sive to build but cheap to operate. 
The economy of power generation is 
analysed according to “Levelised Cost 
of Electricity” (LCOE). LCOE 
accounts for the overall building cost, 
cost of operation and the cost of 
waste management in respect to the 

overall electricity output of the sta-
tion over its lifetime.

as per this analysis, nuclear power 
plants are the most cost- effective 
mode of renewable energy genera-
tion and have low greenhouse gas 
emissions. Capital costs account for 
60 per cent of nuclear power’s LCOE.

radioactive waste management 
plays a crucial role in de-popularising 
nuclear power. radioactive wastes are 
classified into three major categories 
according to their radioactivity.

The spent radioactive fuel accounts 
for three per cent of total waste but is 
responsible for 95 per cent of total 
radioactivity. There are several meth-
ods to ‘seal off’ this waste and these 
methods are being used effectively 
across the globe.

World energy politics revolving 
around the sale of nuclear fuel and 
transference of reactor technology 
makes it difficult for developing 
countries to set up nuclear power 
stations. a total of 35 per cent of glo-
bal GHG emissions are generated 
from the energy sector.

Viewing its economic utility and 
environmental benefits, most of the 
Eu’s 27 nations are prioritising nucle-
ar energy. a 2018 report indicates that 
28 per cent of Eu energy demands are 
supplied by nuclear energy.

a uS Energy Information adminis-
tration record of 2019 indicated that 

19.6 per cent of uS energy is generat-
ed from nuclear sources.

uranium-235 (u-235) is widely 
used to generate nuclear energy. ura-
nium is 100 times more common 
than silver, but the u-235 isotope 
accounts for only 0.7 per cent of the 
total available uranium. uranium is 
extracted from uraninite ore.

Then it is processed in enrichment 
facilities that aim to increase the con-
centration of u-235 to between three 
and five per cent for its consequent 
commercial use in nuclear power 
generation.

One of the foremost constraints in 
sharing nuclear fissile materials 
across nations is the fear of its poten-
tial use in nuclear warfare.

To safeguard against this possibili-
ty, experts have proposed nuclear 
fuel enrichment facilities be con-
structed under multilateral agree-
ments. This policy can facilitate shar-
ing of nuclear technology as well as 
minimise its unethical use.

nuclear power generation started 
in India in 1948 when the atomic 
Energy Commission (aEC) was estab-
lished. By 1963, India had set up four 
nuclear power reactors. By 2018, 
India had seven nuclear power plants 
with 23 nuclear reactors.

as of january 2020, India’s installed 
nuclear power capacity is about 1.84 
per cent of the total national energy 

generation capacity of 368,690MW. 
India’s nuclear power programme is 
developed without much interna-
tional support. India is not a party to 
the nuclear non-Proliferation Treaty.

For 34 years, trade bans have 
restricted the nation’s access to u- 
235, because of India’s nuclear weap-
ons programme. The natural reserve 
of u-235 is limited, so the energy 
development programme has 
evolved around thorium, another 
radioactive mineral.

Thorium is extracted from mona-
zite ore, which is relatively abundant 
and safe compared to uranium.

India’s national target is to increase 
nuclear power generation capability 
to 22,400MW by 2031. With climate 
change impacts looming large and 
most metropolitan cities showing 
health-deteriorating pollution, clean 
energy generation is compelling.

In comparison with renewable 
energy systems like solar, wind, 
hydro, geothermal and biofuels, 
nuclear energy is more economical 
as well as sustainable. It should be 
given high preference by India’s ener-
gy policy makers. the statesman (india)/

asia news network

The writers are, respectively, independent 
researcher, assistant professor, and dean at 
Jindal School of Environment and Sustainability, 
OP Jindal Global University, Sonipat, Haryana.

In comparison with renewable energy systems like solar, wind, hydro, geothermal and biofuels, nuclear energy is more economical as well as sustainable. piXaBaY

Policy-makers should look 
at nuclear power option

Opinion
Aliya Naz, Abhiroop Chowdhury 

and Armin Rosencranz



Roth Sochieata

H
AVING spent their time 
off during the pandemic 
on rehearsals and prac-
tice, Phare Circus per-

formers are re-energised and ex-
cited to return to the stage to do a 
six-week run of shows at The Fac-
tory Phnom Penh, the capital’s new 
creative hub.

Starting in the evening of January 
14 and running through February 
28, Phare Circus will share Cambo-
dian stories through drama, dance, 
live music and modern circus arts. 

Phare Circus will be performing 
two of their most iconic shows – 
Influence and Samaki – to remind 
audiences of how the arts have the 
power to unite and connect people 
in times of crisis.

Phare’s talented group of perform-
ers mesmerise audiences with their 
feats as they fly about the stage or 
bend and contort themselves with 
effortless flexibility. 

One of the performers, Nget Ratha, 
has been studying at the Phare cir-
cus school for over 10 years now. 

“I came to the circus later in my 
life but I love it so much. I came to 
visit my grandmother in Battam-
bang [province] back when I was 17 
and I just had a quick look at Phare. 
I saw people were doing acrobat-
ics and practicing circus tricks all 
around the campus, and it was ex-
citing,” he explains.

Ratha trained nearly every day 
for five years before he was deemed 
ready to perform with the circus. He 
says that all the hard work was worth 
it in order to experience the thrill of 
being on stage.

“I love acrobatics and I love per-
forming in front of audiences most 
of all. Even if I am sad about some-
thing offstage before the show, when 
I am on stage I like making audiences 
cheer and laugh with us because that 
makes me happy too,” he says. 

Ratha has been counting down 
the days until tonight’s opening at 
The Factory. He says he has a lot of 
pent up energy after taking such a 
long break from performing due to 
the pandemic. 

“I am excited to get to perform at 
Factory Phnom Penh soon because 
people living in the city don’t get to 
see the circus very often. Please come 
to Factory Phnom Penh because we 
want to create wonderful moments 
to help you escape your troubles in 
this difficult time,” he says. 

Phare Ponleu Selpak (PPS) –  the 
name roughly translates to “the 
brightness of arts” – is a Cambodian 
non-profit whose mission is to pro-
vide a nurturing and creative envi-
ronment where young people can 
access quality arts training, educa-
tion and social support.  

The students from PPS have al-
ways impressed audiences who at-
tend their performances but much 
of what the organisation does for 
the community takes place offstage 
and away from the spotlight. 

PPS was formed to help with the 
restoration of the culture and iden-
tity of Cambodia after it was dam-
aged by the terrible loss of life and 
trauma that resulted from years of 
conflict and upheaval.

The PPS education programme in-
cludes a standard formal education 
from primary school through high 
school, along with programmes fo-

cusing on literacy, maths, life skills, 
and language classes.

Students from both the visual and 
performing arts schools also spend 
ample time honing their artistry and 
technique under expert instruction. 

PPS founder Khoun Det, 48, grew 
up an orphan and has dedicated 
himself to providing help to those 
who need it most, such as the home-
less or those living in poverty. 

“I believe the arts are a key to em-
powering individuals to improve 
their own lives. Our school offers pro-
grammes for music, contemporary 
and traditional dancing, visual arts, 
theatre and circus arts. We also teach 
arts that rely on technology like ani-
mation and graphic design,” Det says. 

Det’s goal is to give students the 
knowledge required to pursue a ca-
reer in the arts with a realistic shot 
at success. Today PPS is recognised 
internationally for their innovative 
approach and the talented artists 
trained by their programmes, but 
they came from humble beginnings.

“I started with drawing in 1986 and 
then I went on to study martial arts 
beginning in 1992, and that was what 
led to the circus programme. Eight 

of my friends and I started teaching 
students how to draw in 1994. 

“Back then we only owned some 
land we hoped to someday build the 
school on, not much more than that. 
For the circus we started with zero, 
nothing in our hands. We made a 
clearing in the dirt to practice tum-
bling and jumps. Then later on we 
started to receive a little support 
from other organisations and even-
tually we replaced that patch of dirt 
with a big building,” Det says. 

Det started out as the sole in-
structor in circus arts. Years went 
by where he couldn’t find enough 
teachers to hire, which led to many 
of his early students becoming arts 
teachers at PPS themselves. 

“I decided to send my students to 
France for training with partner or-
ganisations in both the arts and peda-
gogy in general before letting them 
teach because it is one thing to learn a 
skill yourself but another thing entire-
ly to be able to successfully pass what 
you’ve learned on to others,” he says.  

The circus programme requires 
nine years of practice before a stu-
dent receives a certificate that quali-
fies them to start a business inde-

pendently. The other courses require 
five years of training to achieve cer-
tification. PPS has certified around 
one thousand students in various 
arts since opening in 1994. 

PPS receives 40 per cent of their 
funding through donations, but the 
other 60 per cent is self-generated 
through their own business activ-
ity – mainly performances in Siem 
Reap in past years. 

All of the profits they make go to-
wards funding the PPS arts centre 
and education programmes in Bat-
tambang province. 

“A multitude of artistic and cultur-
al activities are carried on everyday 
free of charge to more than 500 stu-
dents in Battambang,” Det says.

Covid-19 and the lack of tourism 
in Siem Reap along with restrictions 
on performances and group gather-
ings have made survival for PPS a 
challenge this year.  

“In order to survive in the long 
run, we never wanted to rely solely 
on donations because we know that 
things change and so we did our 
best to be as self-sufficient as pos-
sible. But lately we are really strug-
gling since we aren’t able to perform 

as scheduled,” Det says.
The Phare Circus performances 

at The Factory were originally sup-
posed to take place in November 
but they had to be rescheduled due 
to the pandemic. 

Det is thankful that the show will 
go on despite the delays. He says his 
students have spent the extra time 
practicing hard every day and he 
hopes PPS can become more active 
in Phnom Penh going forward. 

“If this goes well, we hope to be 
able to expand our social business 
in Phnom Penh because we don’t 
have a regular team on staff here yet, 
only when we come down for events 
or workshops,” he says. 

The Phare Circus is performing at 
The Factory Phnom Penh from Jan-
uary 14 to February 28.

Influence will be performed on 
Thursdays at 8pm, while Samaki will 
be performed on Sundays at 5pm. 

Booking a seat can be done by 
email: reservations@phareps.org or 
by calling 077 554 413. 

Tickets are $10 each (free for chil-
dren under 6 years of age). 

Audiences are requested to please 
wear masks when attending.

Art & Culture
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Phare Ponleu Selpak launches six-week circus 

Performers can bend and contort themselves with effortless flexibility. SUPPlied Phare Ponleu Selpak helps restore the culture and identity of Cambodia. SUPPlied

Phare Circus is performing two of their most iconic shows – Influence and Samaki from January 14 to February 28. SUPPlied
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Family nickname
  5 Literary bear
  9 Exactly vertical
 14 Calla-lily family
 15 White-tailed eagle
 16 Math proportion
 17 Confuse
 20 The ___ (Dutch city)
 21 Tourist’s memento
 22 Hi-fi systems
 25 Companion of outs
 26 Turkish coins
 28 Land of the alpaca
 32 Einstein’s opposite
 37 Down in the sea?
 38 Activity for couples
 41 Opera’s birthplace
 42 One wearing cuffs
 43 ___ new world record
 44 On the fritz
 46 Olive or peanut product
 47 Some shortcuts
 53 In an elaborate manner
 58 Debate 
 59 Olympic sport since ’96

 62 Lacking a point
 63 Cut off gradually
 64 “___ do for now”
 65 Copy machine supply
 66 Urban pollution
 67 The Durbeyfield girl
DOWN
  1 Woodsy trails
  2 Buddhist in Nirvana
  3 Clean completely
  4 “My Cherie ___”
  5 Whistle insert
  6 Tolkien cannibal
  7 Heavy burden
  8 It makes things harder to pick up
  9 Scrubs for surgery
 10 Test sites
 11 Mormon state
 12 Venus de ___
 13 It may come from the blue
 18 Very small
 19 Movers’ trucks
 23 Potpourri
 24 Cylindrical structure
 27 Update cartography
 28 Cropped photographs?
 29 Revise before printing

 30 Russo of Hollywood
 31 Strongly recommend
 32 Sacred bird of the pharaohs
 33 Spouse
 34 Make a raucous noise
 35 Noted first name in jazz
 36 React to a tearjerker
 37 Hurricane dir., perhaps
 39 Defeat handily
 40 Culturally pretentious
 44 Eastern European capital
 45 Permits
 46 Wise leader?
 48 Legendary Charles
 49 What an astronaut may be in
 50 Variety of quartz
 51 Makes less sharp, as a blade
 52 Does well at retail
 53 Brief notice in passing
 54 You may get a hand here
 55 Palindromic Indian bread
 56 Teen headache
 57 Theoretical primordial matter of 

the universe
 60 Thai language
 61 Chang’s twin

“TOSS IT HERE” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

Venezuelan youths make 
adult content for income

L
ike many other young 
Venezuelans, Valery 
Lopez has found a way 
to survive the South 

American country’s crippling 
economic crisis: through on-
line sexual content.

Lopez, 20, loves her body 
and by exposing it online she 
has found a way to avoid join-
ing the exodus of five million 
migrants the UN says have 
left the country since 2015.

“i was desperate to go . . . 
because i wasn’t living well 
. . . Now i want to stay in Ven-
ezuela thanks to OnlyFans,” 
Lopez said.

OnlyFans began as an on-
line platform meant for ce-
lebrities and “influencers” 
but has morphed into a hub 
for adult content.

Launched in Britain in 2016, 
OnlyFans is a subscription 
service that pays 80 per cent 
commission to its content 
creators.

For Lopez, that was an at-
tractive potential source of 
income.

“i can pay for my teeth 
[and] buy clothes,” she said, 
referring to dental work.

“Who else is earning $500 
or $1,000 a month right now? 
No one.”

Venezuela has the world’s 
highest inflation levels, it’s 
been in recession for seven 
years and has regular short-
ages of basic necessities such 
as food and medicine.

Lopez’s channel has more 
than 50 subscribers – mostly 
foreigners. each one pays $10 
a month: a figure six times 
the minimum salary in Ven-
ezuela, where the currency is 
constantly depreciating.

it’s a point highlighted by 
psychologist Abel Saraiba, 
who is also the coordinator 
of a non-governmental group 
focusing on the rights of chil-
dren and teenagers.

“in other countries where 
there isn’t a humanitarian 
emergency there has been an 
increase in consumption” on 
platforms such as OnlyFans, 
said Sarabia.

“But in our context we can 
give them an extra dimen-
sion . . . To what extent would 
someone adopt such a risky 
[line of work] if they had oth-

er work options?”
For Lopez, everything be-

gan with a “totally” naked 
photo on instagram that gen-
erated so much interest that 
she realised there was a busi-
ness opportunity there.

Mistaken for a child
Her boyfriend of three years 

Roberto Gonzalez, an archi-
tect, helped her set up her 
OnlyFans account.

“The truth is i like it [posing 
for adult content] . . . and i like 
the money more, it’s a good 
combination,” Lopez said.

Often, though, her fans think 
she’s underaged.

“They think i’m a girl, they 
think i’m lying,” chuckled the 
green-eyed Lopez, who stands 
just 1.5m tall (about five foot) 
and sometimes paints freck-
les on her face.

While not the case for Lo-
pez, a BBC documentary that 
aired last year claimed minors 
were illegally selling content 
on the website, which it said 
had seen its users grow ten-
fold during the pandemic.

it has 90 million subscribers 
and more than one million con-
tent creators, OnlyFans said.

in April, the site’s founder 
Thomas Stokely told BuzzFeed 
that half of its content creators 
were producing adult material.

“it seems to be a way to 
generate more secure income 

than other more risky ways 
such as prostitution,” said 
Saraiba.

“But effectively they don’t 
realise that once they’ve pub-
lished content . . . they can 
lose control, that others can 
seize it.”

The BBC, in fact, highlight-
ed the risks to a person’s “dig-
ital footprint” should they 
use such websites.

Already, videos from Only-
Fans have been found on plat-
forms such as YouTube.

Ready to leave
Brandon Mena, 20, had to 

put his education on hold 
because he couldn’t afford 
his private university fees any 
more.

His income as a nightclub 
waiter dried up during the 
pandemic.

“i worked in restaurants, 
clubs . . . but the pandemic hit 
us hard in the wallet and i had 
to look for other alternatives,” 
said the softly spoken Mena.

Dressed in a pair of jeans 
and a grey sweater, he looked 
very different to the content 
he provides to the OnlyFans 
website.

Unlike Lopez, though, his 
OnlyFans account hasn’t tak-
en off.

“Venezuela is going to re-
main the same, i can’t see my-
self staying,” Mena said. AFP

Brandon Mena takes a selfie on a mirror with his mobile phone to make content for his OnlyFans profile in 
Caracas in November. AFP
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Valery Lopez (left) review pictures with photographer Michael Davis 
during a photoshoot to make content for her OnlyFans profile in Caracas 
on December 1. AFP
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Pogba ‘happy’ as Man utd top league
P

aul Pogba said he is “al-
ways happy” when he is 
winning after scoring the 
only goal in a 1-0 victory 

at Burnley that took Manchester 
united top of the Premier league 
for the first time in three years on 
january 12.

Despite continued speculation 
over his future, Pogba has played 
an increasingly important role in 
recent weeks to aid united’s first 
serious title challenge since legend-
ary former manager alex Ferguson 
retired in 2013.

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s men now 
lead defending champions liver-
pool by three points ahead of a top-
of-the-table clash between the two 
most successful sides in English 
football history at anfield on janu-
ary 17.

“I’m always happy when I win,” 
said Pogba, who has been consis-
tently linked with a move away 
from Old Trafford at the end of the 
season.

“I’m happy we are playing well 
and happy we are at the top, but 
there is a long way to go and we 
have big games coming up.”

united have now taken 29 from 
the last possible 33 points to recov-
er from just two wins in their open-
ing six games of the season.

The signing of Bruno Fernandes 

shortly after Burnley won 2-0 at 
Old Trafford nearly a year ago in the 
last meeting between the sides has 
transformed united’s fortunes.

and if Pogba can finally produce 
consistent displays worthy of the 
then world record fee united paid 
for the Frenchman in 2016, there is 
reason for Solskjaer to believe he 
can end the club’s eight-year wait 
for a league title.

“I’ve always said Paul is a big, big 
player for us,” added Solskjaer. “He 
is a good character in the dressing 
room, he is always one the lads look 
to [because] he’s a world champion.

“We are seeing the best of Paul 
at the moment. He’s getting better 
and better every game.”

The manner of victory against a 
Burnley side that had not lost at home 
since October also suggests united 

have the ability of champions to grind 
out a result when they need to.

The first-half was dominated by 
controversy over a series of Var 
reviews as both sides escaped 
without having a man sent-off for 
challenges by luke Shaw and rob-
bie Brady, while united had a goal 
harshly ruled out for a slight push 
by Harry Maguire when he powered 
home a header at the back post.

The visitors upped the pressure 
in the second-half and got their re-
ward 19 minutes from time when 
Pogba’s volley from Marcus rash-
ford’s cross deflected off Matt low-
ton and through the legs of nick 
Pope to head to anfield leading 
liverpool.

“We couldn’t be going there at a 
better time to play them,” added 
Solskjaer. “We are in good shape, 
good form, hungry, these boys 
want to get better and that’s a test 
again.”

Everton win at Wolves
Everton moved back into the top 

four and within four points of unit-
ed as they overcame an injury crisis 
to beat Wolves 2-1 at Molineux.

Carlo ancelotti was forced to 
start without a recognised striker as 
Dominic Calvert-lewin and rich-
arlison were only fit enough for a 
place on the bench.

The Toffees took an early lead 
when alex Iwobi converted lucas 
Digne’s cross but were pegged back 
when ruben neves levelled for 
Wolves.

Michael Keane’s towering header 
won the game 13 minutes from 
time to bolster the Blues’ European 
ambitions.

“We adapted really well to the 
characteristics of the players we 
had,” said ancelotti. 

at the other end of the table, 
Sheffield united ended a 20-game 
winless league run as Billy Sharp’s 
penalty earned a 1-0 victory over 
10-man newcastle.

The Blades still face an uphill task 
to haul themselves off the bottom 
of the table as they sit nine points 
adrift of safety.

But Chris Wilder’s men ensured 
they will not set an unwanted re-
cord by going a full top-flight sea-
son without a win thanks to anoth-
er night to forget for newcastle.

“It looked like we got our identity 
back,” said Wilder. “It was us with the 
handbrake off, going for it and play-
ing well in and out of possession.”

The Magpies could yet find them-
selves dragged into a relegation 
battle as they remain eight points 
above the drop zone in 15th, but 
have played two games more than 
Fulham in 18th. AFP

Manchester United striker Anthony Martial (right) attempts an overhead bicycle kick 
in the English Premier League football match against Burnley on Tuesday. POOL/AFP
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