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Official: China 
jab capable of 
neutralising 
UK virus strain
CHINA’S Covid-19 vaccine has been 
found capable of neutralising the 
new strain of the novel coronavirus 
first reported in the UK, according to 
a senior health official.

National Health Commission (NHC) 
vice-minister Zeng Yixing said China’s 
scientific community is paying close 
attention to the new variant and its 
effect on current jabs as reports indi-
cate that the new strain had arrived in 
China via imported cases.

He said scientists from the Chinese 
Academy of Medical Sciences’ Insti-
tute of Laboratory Animal Sciences 
and the Sun Yat-sen University in 
Guangdong province are working on 
the issue.

After examining the new variant and 
strains reported in China from Janu-
ary-June last year, researchers found 
that the animal and human antibod-
ies induced by China’s Covid-19 jabs 
can neutralise the new variant, Zeng 
said, adding they have submitted their 
findings to scientific journals and are 
awaiting publication.

Zeng said: “This result has forti-
fied our confidence that our vaccine 
can neutralise the mutated variant 
. . . At least for now, we know current 
mutations of SARS-CoV-2 will not 
affect the potency of vaccines.”

Meanwhile, the NHC on January 11 
announced that a team from the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
would arrive in China on January 14 
to conduct joint scientific research 
with Chinese scientists on the origin 
of the virus.

Zeng said China has attached high 
importance to tracing the origins of 
the novel coronavirus and supports 
cooperation with WHO on the issue.

He said China has had thorough talks 
on the WHO team’s visit to the Hubei 
provincial capital of Wuhan, with both 
sides reaching an agreement. Prepara-
tions have been made for scientific 
research cooperation during the visit. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Hin Pisei

C
AMBODIA exported 11,200 
tonnes of organic milled rice 
to international markets in 
2020, a slight 1.2 per cent 

increase over 2019, according to the 
Cambodia Rice Federation (CRF).

While the milled-rice export sector 
by and large chalks up 2020’s lacklus-
tre growth performance to the ongo-
ing Covid-19 crisis, the CRF has only 

strengthened its resolve to ramp up 
sales of Cambodian milled-rice abroad.

According to the CRF, more than 90 
per cent of the exports were shipped 
to the European market, while “a 
small amount” went to the US.

With the Kingdom’s total 2020 
milled-rice exports weighing in at 
690,829 tonnes, organic rice ac-
counted for just 1.6 per cent.

Song Saran, president of the CRF 
and CEO of miller and exporter 

Amru Rice Cambodia Co Ltd, told 
The Post on January 11 that total 
milled-rice exports surged 11.4 per 
cent from 2019, far outshining the 
growth seen in the organic variant.

Ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries data show that 
the Kingdom exported 387,000 
tonnes of milled rice in 2014, 
538,396 tonnes in 2015, 542,144 
tonnes in 2016, 635,679 tonnes in 
2017, 626,225 tonnes in 2018 and 

620,106 tonnes in 2019. Each fig-
ure has fallen short of the govern-
ment’s pledge to export one million 
tonnes of rice per annum, origi-
nally made in August 2010 for 2015.

Saran attributed the uninspir-
ing growth in Cambodian organic 
milled-rice exports to tariffs levied 
by the EU, citing the market’s de-
pendence on the bloc.

Cambodia’s rice sector officially 
lost its import duty exemption 

granted by the EU in January 2019 
after the bloc’s decision to impose 
tariffs on imports from the Kingdom 
and Myanmar to protect European 
rice farmers’ interests.

Saran added that Covid-19 had 
brought organic rice demand in the 
EU to a virtual halt.

“While overall milled-rice exports 
to Europe did not increase due to

CRF: Bumper 2021 for organic rice
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112 garment factories open in 2020
Mom Kunthear

IN A tumultuous period for the gar-
ment industry, the year 2020 brought 
the closure of 129 factories in the 
Kingdom, affecting over 70,000 
workers while 112 new factory open-
ings created more than 20,000 jobs. 

Ministry of Labour and Vocational 
Training spokesman Heng Sour shared 
details with The Post on January 10, 
citing the Covid-19 pandemic as the 
primary cause for the loss of 71,202 jobs, 
of which 57,794 were held by women.

Job losses, however, were partially 

offset by the opening of new gar-
ment factories which have provided 
employment for 23,208 workers, of 
whom 17,638 are women. 

“Conditions in the labour sector are 
gradually normalising in the beginning 
of this year. The entire garment sector 
in Cambodia can return to normal if 
the Covid-19 crisis ends,” Sour said.

Pav Sina, president of the Collec-
tive Union of Movement of Workers, 
told The Post on January 10 that this 
has been the second time since he 
started working in the garment 
industry that he has seen such wide-

spread factory closures and job losses.
Sina observed that in 2008, Cambo-

dia and much of the world was bat-
tered by an economic crisis, leading 
to the shuttering of many garment 
factories and many factory owners 
fleeing from indebted businesses. In 
time, the industry recovered. 

“For this New Year, I see that condi-
tions may improve as many countries 
order vaccines against Covid-19 for 
their people. As vaccinations are rolled 
out, economic activities and trade will 
recover. People will go back to work 
again,” Sina said, adding that garment 

workers who had been laid off could 
find new opportunities for employment.  

At the end of last year, the government 
announced a seventh round of stimu-
lus measures to mitigate the impact of 
the crisis on key sectors of the economy. 

In the latest provisions, the gov-
ernment extended a programme 
providing $40 per month for the first 
three months of the year to workers 
with suspended contracts. Employ-
ers in the garment sector are required 
to provide an additional $30 for each 
furloughed worker, bringing the total 
monthly subsidy to $70.

new life path in education
students queue up to have their temperature taken outside Chaktomuk primary school on Monday in Chaktomuk commune in the capital’s daun penh district. 
the Kingdom will forge ahead with the opening of the 2020-2021 academic year on january 11, celebrating the theme a new life path in education. HENG CHIVOAN sTORY > 2
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2020-2021 academic year commences
Voun Dara

P
rIME Minister Hun 
Sen said that al-
though the world 
is united in fight-

ing Covid-19 and has yet to 
achieve complete victory over 
the outbreak, Cambodia will 
forge ahead with the opening 
of the 2020-2021 academic 
year on january 11, celebrat-
ing the theme “a new life path 
in education”.

Coinciding with the prime 
minister’s statements, the 
Ministry of Education, youth 
and Sport announced a back-
to-school initiative dubbed 
“act now”, launched jointly 
with unICEF and funding 
from the Eu and the Global 
Partnership for Education 
(GPE) to encourage children 
to return to classrooms.     

In a letter dated january 
11, Hun Sen thanked officials 
across all ministries and lev-
els of government – as well 
as parents and guardians of 
school children, generous do-
nors, school administrators 
and especially teachers – who 
have overcome all of the ob-
stacles of the past year while 
supporting the nation’s stu-
dents with ongoing instruc-
tion in a variety of forms.

“january 11 represents turn-
ing a new page and beginning 
fresh studies by the first class 
of Cambodian students who 
faced the difficult experience 
of trying to pursue an educa-
tion during the Covid-19 era 
this past school year of 2019-
2020,” he said.

Hun Sen stated that since 
March of last year, the govern-
ment had put in place effective 
measures in response to the 
situation to prevent and con-
trol the spread of Covid-19.

He also authorised the edu-
cation ministry to temporar-
ily suspend school opera-
tions when there is a risk of 
contracting Covid-19 and to 
allow reopening in stages at 
appropriate times. 

The letter asserted that this 
measure would ensure the 

safety and health of teachers 
and students and minimise 
any interruptions to learning 
for most students over the 
coming school year.

Hun Sen said the govern-
ment will prioritise funding 
for education and health with 
new revenues generated by 
the nation’s commencement 
of oil production, noting also 
that the opening of Cambo-
dia’s first oil well coincided 
with the 22nd anniversary of 
the adoption of his win-win 
policy that finally ended the 
civil war in Cambodia.

“The education ministry 
must continue to lead in the 
implementation of the concept 
of a ‘new life path in education’, 
taking into account the many 
options available for providing 

educational services. 
“In particular, the process of 

teaching and learning should 
be flexible and decentralised 
with regard to geographical 
location, Covid-19 risk as-
sessment and educational 
status,” he said.

Education ministry spokes-
man ros Soveacha said that at 
the opening of the school year 
on january 11, there would be 
one school in Phnom Penh 
still being used as a quaran-
tine centre, but it would not 
affect any students because 
they had been transferred to 
other schools nearby. 

“a small number of schools 
on the Cambodian-Thai border 
will also continue to be used as 
quarantine centres. The min-
istry has granted authority to 

the provincial departments of 
education to find solutions for 
such cases,” he said.

Soveacha added that as a 
practical matter, schools will 
be sprayed with disinfectant 
in accordance with Covid-19 
preventive measures pre-
scribed by the Ministry of 
Health, and all such measures 
would continue to be carried 
out as part of the education 
ministry’s standard operating 
procedures.  

Banteay Meanchey deputy 
governor Ly Sary said the 
province was still seeing 20 to 
30 migrant workers returning 
from Thailand each day while 
more than 1,000 were still in 
quarantine.

“Our province used seven 
schools in districts border-

ing Thailand as quarantine 
centres for migrant work-
ers. We will certainly have to 
postpone the studies of some 
students because there are 
no other places available for 
quarantine,” he said.

Pech Bolen, president of 
the Federation of Education 
Services in Cambodia (FESC), 
said although the country 
would continue to suspend 
the opening of some schools 
on account of the pandemic, 
the overall implementation of 
the government’s plans for ed-
ucation was progressing well.

“Schools in the private sector 
have followed the guidelines 
and standards established 
by the health and education 
ministries, and public schools 
have reacted positively by 

implementing new processes 
for students to continue their 
education both in school and 
online,” he said.

Education minister Hang 
Chuon naron said: “now 
that the new school year is 
beginning, we want to get 
the message out very clear-
ly. We want children to re-
turn to school and parents 
to prioritise their children’s 
learning, knowing that we 
are working hard to protect 
students from the virus.”

The “act now” campaign 
aims to reach families of chil-
dren whose education has 
been most disrupted by the 
pandemic, encouraging them 
to continue with studies de-
spite the challenges. 

The campaign will make use 
of creative videos, posters, ra-
dio spots, and text messages 
that will be broadcast across 
the country to reinforce prov-
en safe behaviours pertaining 
to Covid-19 and reassure the 
public that schools are safe, 
healthy environments for 
children to flourish.

Eu ambassador to Cam-
bodia said: “The Covid-19 
pandemic has caused major 
challenges for the education 
sector, putting severe strain 
on students and their fami-
lies. While online learning has 
been introduced, it can never 
fully replace classroom teach-
ing and is not accessible to 
all. all children should there-
fore be encouraged to go back 
to school and feel safe when 
doing so.”

CEO of GPE alice albright 
said: “The pandemic has 
made it especially difficult 
for children to stay engaged 
in learning. While distance 
education has offered some 
continuity for learning, there 
is no replacement for the in-
teraction between students 
and teachers.

“GPE’s support will help the 
government of Cambodia to 
safely reopen schools so that 
children are protected from 
Covid-19 as they return to in-
person learning.”

A teacher sanitises her students’ hands on the first day of the 2020-2021 academic year in Chaktomuk Primary School. heng Chivoan
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Nov Sivutha

KaMPOT Provincial Court is 
scheduled to announce a ver-
dict on january 13 in the case 
of the collapse of a seven-sto-
rey building in neighbouring 
Kep province while the Build-
ing and Wood Workers Trade 
union Federation of Cambo-
dia (BWTuC) has launched a 
campaign demanding justice 
for families of victims.

Kep currently does not have 
a court of its own.

Ky Tech, president of Prime 
Minister Hun Sen’s council of 
attorneys, told The Post on janu-
ary 11 that the court’s handling 
of the case had been prolonged 
on account of the many compli-
cations and victims involved. 

“The volunteer lawyers of 
Samdech Techo [Hun Sen] 
have fulfilled their legal duties 
to defend the victims in the 
case, and now the results will 
depend on the judges,” Tech 
said. He added that after a rul-
ing is issued, any unsatisfied 
parties can take the case to the 
Court of appeal. 

Tech noted that the prime 
minister had taken responsi-
bility for the incident, allocat-
ing money and ensuring legal 
representation to defend vic-
tims and demand civil com-
pensation on their behalf.  

BWTuC secretary-general 
yann Ty, through the union’s 
Facebook page, demanded 

justice for families of victims 
who died in the wreckage of 
the collapsed building. 

“We cannot meet in person to 
launch this campaign because 
of Covid-19 so we have launched 
it online to demand justice for 
victims. Don’t be confused into 
thinking the compensation 
their relatives received in the 
past was fair. It was not fair 
because the money came from 
the government [rather than the 
perpetrators],” he said.

Ty pointed out that the com-
pany responsible for the acci-
dent had not yet responded to 
demands for civil compensa-
tion for the victims.

He said the court had yet to 
hold a hearing to determine 
accountability for the lost lives, 
but when such a determination 
is made and the Covid-19 crisis 
has subsided, union members 
planned to make a procession 
to present petitions to all rele-
vant parties insisting on fair 
treatment for the victims.  

Thirty six out of 59 construc-
tion workers lost their lives in 
the january 3 building collapse 
in Kep town. The collapse was 
attributed to the foreman’s dis-
regard for reinforcing the con-
crete with rebar and removing 
scaffolding too early.

The building’s owners, Euk 
Saron and his wife Chhiv Sothy, 
were arrested and referred to 
court for prosecution but were 
released on bail.

Migrants free 
to return home 
after completing 
quarantine term
Mom Kunthear

M
OrE than 600 
C a m b o d i a n 
migrant workers 
were allowed to 

return to their homes after com-
pleting their quarantine in the 
six Thai-border provinces – Bat-
tambang, Banteay Meanchey, 
Oddar Meanchey, Pailin, Koh 
Kong and Preah Vihear. 

Oddar Meanchey deputy 
provincial governor Dy rado 
told The Post on january 11 
that 120 migrant workers in his 
province had left the quaran-
tine centres, but nearly 2,000 
others were still undergoing 
quarantine there currently.

“They are safer at the quar-
antine centres because their 
health will be monitored 
there and the government has 
also provided more funds, ac-
commodation materials and 
foodstuffs to them,” he said.

rado added that some of 
the migrant workers who are 
still in quarantine are just 
waiting for the results of their 
second Covid-19 test. 

He said the delay was be-
cause Oddar Meanchey is far 
away from Phnom Penh and 

it takes one or two days for 
the samples to be tested. 

He urged all migrant work-
ers who returned from 
Thailand to cooperate with 
authorities to enter into a 
mandatory 14-day quaran-
tine to prevent the outbreak 
of community transmission.

Pailin provincial governor 
Ban Sreymom told The Post 
that as of january 10, there had 
been 16 migrant workers who 
had completed their quaran-
tine out of the total 319 who had 
returned from Thailand through 
her province. The other 303 
workers remained in isolation 
at five quarantine centres. 

“Thirteen migrant workers 
have tested positive for Covid-
19 and required treatment. Of 
that number, six have recov-
ered so far. Even when they 
appear to have recovered we 
continue keeping them in 
quarantine at home and we 
monitor their health for an-
other 14 days,” she said.

Sreymom called on all mi-
grant workers working in 
Thailand and intending to 
return home to enter Cambo-
dia via legal crossing points 
so that authorities can check 

their health properly. 
“Those who listen to brokers 

who say they can lead them 
across the border at illegal cross-
ing points in order to skip quar-
antine will probably be cheated 
and they are putting their lives 
in danger with the landmines 
buried there,” she said.

For Battambang province, 
as of january 9, a total of 251 
migrant workers had com-
pleted their quarantine. 

after the 14-day quarantine, 
the Battambang town admin-
istration gave the workers a 
letter certifying that they had 
properly abided by the 14-day 
quarantine rules and were 

now cleared for travel. 
Battambang provincial gov-

ernor nguon ratanak urged 
those who have completed 
the 14-day quarantine to con-
tinue to follow the hygiene 
rules and other instructions 
from the Ministry of Health. 

“If they appear to have any 
symptoms such as a fever of 
over 37.5C, coughing, sore 
throat or a runny nose they 
must report it quickly and 
rush to a hospital or a health 
centre nearby,” he said.

In Koh Kong province, only 
two migrant workers have 
completed their quarantine 
while 90 others remain there 

for now, according to deputy 
provincial governor Sok Sothy. 

In Preah Vihear province, 29 
migrant workers have com-
pleted their quarantine and 
returned home with a clean 
bill of health to date. 

Banteay Meanchey provin-
cial deputy governor Ly Sary 
said 200 migrant workers had 
completed their quarantine.

On january 10, the health 
ministry detected a confirmed 
Covid-19 case in a Cambo-
dian migrant worker in Bat-
tambang province’s Sangke 
district after the worker had 
returned from Thailand. 

according to the ministry, 

two out of three Cambodian 
migrant workers who had 
tested positive for Covid-19 
upon returning from Thai-
land late last year have recov-
ered after their second test 
came back negative. 

Separately, the 56-year-old 
wife of general department 
of prisons director-general 
Chhem Savuth – who was the 
first confirmed case of com-
munity transmission – has also 
been discharged from hospital 
after testing negative twice.

as of january 11, Cambodia 
had recorded a total of 392 
Covid-19 cases with 18 re-
maining hospitalised. 

Speeding cement truck kills three, 
driver flees in P Vihear road accident
Orm Bunthoeurn

PrEaH Vihear provincial police 
are searching for a suspect after 
he caused a traffic accident that 
killed three people and seri-
ously injured another. 

The suspect is accused of 
driving at speeds dangerously 
over the limit in the lead-up to 
the accident on january 11 in 
Preah Vihear province’s Palhal 
commune.

Si Sokun ratha, director of the 
provincial road Traffic Bureau, 
said the perpetrator fled the 
scene on foot when his cement 
truck broke down about 150m 
away from the collision.

Sokun ratha said that before 
the incident people saw the 
truck driving at high speeds 
down the slope in a south-
north direction. 

The cement truck first collided 
with a Toyota crossover which 
was pulling out from a petrol sta-
tion and crossing the road. 

according to witnesses, the 
truck driver then over-steered 
to the right and hit two motor-
bikes that were driving on the 
red gravel road, killing three 
people on one motorbike and 
giving the driver of the other 
motorbike a broken leg. 

The driver of the crossover 
only suffered minor injuries.

“The cement truck was 
driving very fast down the hill 
and laying on his horn the 

whole time. The truck hit the 
crossover that came out of the 
petrol station causing it to 
turn left, while the truck 
turned right and hit the 
motorcyclists,” he said.

according to Sokun ratha, 
the bodies were handed over 
to their families for tradition-
al funerals. The seriously 
injured were taken to the pro-

vincial referral hospital. 
The two motorbikes, the 

crossover and the cement 
truck are being retained at the 
provincial police station.

The provincial police report 
identified the crossover driver 
as Teav Sophanna, a 72-year-old 
man from Preah Vihear town’s 
Kampong Bronak commune.

The motorbike driver who 

broke his left leg is Eng Srey, a 
50-year-old worker from Preah 
Vihear town’s Palhal commune. 

The three who were killed 
driving the other motorbike 
are Tonh Saoly, 30; her one-
year-old daughter Mary Han-
na; and Khoem Chantola, a 
35-year-old female. 

They all lived in Preah Vihear 
town’s Palhal commune.

justice sought in Kep 
building collapse case

Returning migrants in Battambang on January 9. BattamBang administration

The cement truck first collided with a Toyota crossover (pictured) which was pulling out from a petrol station 
and crossing the road. police
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Ministry revises safe village-commune policy
Voun Dara

a
n InTEr-MInISTE-
rIaL meeting chaired 
by Minister of Inte-
rior Sar Kheng on 

january 8 revised the frame-
work of the so-called safe 
village-commune policy and 
renamed it the safe village-
commune-district policy. 

The revision was made in 
response to concerns citizens 
have raised about the spread 
of illegal drugs to rural areas

The safe village-commune 
policy was introduced by the 
government in august 2010. 

It had five main goals: re-
duce robbery; reduce drug 
production, distribution and 
use; prevent prostitution or 
human trafficking; eliminate 
domestic violence; and elim-
inate gangsters, gambling or 
illegal use of weapons. 

The new safe village-com-
mune-district policy has 
eight main goals: 

no theft or robbery; no drug 
offences; no pornography, 
prostitution, human traf-
ficking, domestic violence or 
gangsters; maintaining good 
hygiene and environment; 
responding in timely fashion 
to disasters and all commu-
nicable diseases and epidem-
ics; providing quality and 
transparent administrative 
and public services; resolving 
disputes outside the judicial 
system with efficiency; and 
no traffic accidents.

Sar Kheng said the policy 
has been implemented for 10 

years and has received wide-
spread support, especially 
from all ministries, sub-na-
tional administrative institu-
tions and the public.

The revised policy is to be 
included in the strategic plans 
of each ministry and institu-
tion. 

“We decided to include dis-
tricts [into the policy frame-
work] because the provinces 
also have districts, same as 
in Phnom Penh. The policy is 
clearly written, without using 
the words prevent, eliminate 
or reduce,” Sar Kheng said.

He explained that the clari-

fication of terms used in the 
policy was to end any ambi-
guity. 

Therefore, the revised terms 
of “no theft and robbery” or 
“no drug offences” are used. 

am Sam ath, deputy direc-
tor for rights group Licadho, 
supports the revised policy, 

saying it helps to build har-
monious, secure and safe 
living environments for local 
communities. 

But in practice, he said 
some local officials fail to fol-
low the policy.

“People have raised some 
issues, such as drug offences 

that are spreading like an ‘ep-
idemic’ to the rural areas, and 
ongoing gambling and theft,” 
he said. 

according to Sam ath, some 
civil society organisations 
complain that when they 
gather for community work, 
local authorities constantly 
monitor them. 

Sam ath urged the authori-
ties to spend time on protect-
ing the safety and security of 
the people instead, such as 
combating drug crimes more 
effectively by following the 
revised policy’s guidelines.

“For the policy to work ef-
fectively, [we need] full par-
ticipation from local officials 
and for the people to trust the 
policy and cooperate in its 
implementation,” he said.

according to the policy draft 
seen by The Post on january 
10, the safe village-commune-
district policy aims to contin-
ue strengthening security and 
social order, improving sani-
tation and the environment, 
reducing the risk of disasters 
and communicable diseases, 
as well as encouraging people 
to solve disputes outside the 
judicial system.

all aspects of the policy are 
meant to facilitate socio-eco-
nomic development of local 
communities and to acceler-
ate the reduction of poverty.

The policy also aims to build 
inclusive measures by in-
creasing cooperation among 
authorities, the private sec-
tor, stakeholders and people 
across the country.

Minister of Interior Sar Kheng chairs an inter-ministerial meeting on the safe village-commune-district policy. Heng cHivoan
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Border police chief accused of 
raping minor in ratanakkiri
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

raTanaKKIrI Provincial Court 
is set to summon a border 
police chief in Phikh village of 
O’yadav district’s Sesan com-
mune for questioning over 
accusations about the rape of 
a minor under the age of 15.  

Provincial court spokesman 
Keo Pisoth told The Post on 
january 11 that according to a 
case filed with the court by the 
provincial police’s anti-Human 
Trafficking and juveniles Pro-
tection Bureau on january 6, the 
accused is named Toun Mesa.

“at this time, the prosecutor 
is investigating and planning 
to summon the accused to 
come and answer for himself 
in this matter,” he said.

according to the girl’s com-
plaint dated December 1 last 
year, Mesa called her to have 
dinner at a restaurant on the 
evening of november 30, and 
she went to meet him there 
with her aunt Srey neang.

after dinner at around 9pm, 
Mesa asked the girl to have 
dessert with him and told her 
aunt to take a motorbike back 
home, guaranteeing to her 
that he would drive the girl 
home safely himself.

However, Mesa did not take 
the girl out for dessert and 
instead took her to a guest-
house in Banlung town and 
forced her to have sex with 
him, the complaint said.

reached by The Post for 
comment on january 11, Mesa 

denied the allegations, claim-
ing he was currently on secu-
rity duty along the Cambodi-
an-Vietnamese border and 
had no time to pay attention 
to the complaint.

“I don’t worry about this 
because I did not commit the 
crime. I will appear [for ques-
tioning] if the court issues a 
summons for me,” he said

a local police officer who 
asked not to be named told The 
Post on january 11 that the accu-
sations were true because after 
receiving the complaint, a sen-
ior police official tried to facili-
tate a settlement between the 
girl and Mesa outside of court.

He said Mesa offered six mil-
lion riel ($1,500) in compensa-
tion to the girl’s family. after 
receiving the money, he said 
the girl went to the police sta-

tion to withdraw her com-
plaint, citing reasons that she 
wanted to protect the honour 
and dignity of her family.

However, provincial deputy 
police chief in charge of anti-
human trafficking and juve-
nile protection Keo Davy told 
The Post that the girl had tried 
to withdraw her complaint 
three times but had not given 
any reasons.

“We don’t know what moti-
vates her attempts to withdraw 
her complaint, but we’ve already 
sent the case to the prosecutor 
for further action,” she said. 

Provincial police chief yin 
Chamnan said the case was 
now out of the police’s hands.  

“now that this case has 
reached the court, let the court 
handle the matter. It’s beyond 
my jurisdiction.”

Schools hold monthly clean-up contest
Long Kimmarita

T
HE Ministry of Edu-
cation, youth and 
Sport will organise 
a “Cleanest School” 

contest with a winner chosen 
for every month this year. 

The contests will be open to 
public educational institutions 
across the country ranging 
from pre-school to grade 12.  

The ministry announced 
that the purpose for the con-
test is to encourage all edu-
cational institutions to pay 
attention to maintaining the 
very best standards of hy-
giene and cleanliness. 

The announcement did not 
specify a clear starting date or 
schedule for the contests.

“If school campuses are 
well-maintained, they offer 
a more favourable environ-
ment for students to learn in. 
Better facilities are a part of 
improving education quality 
in Cambodia. 

“The ministry therefore 
calls upon public educational 
institutions nationwide to 
prepare to compete in the 
above-mentioned [monthly] 
contests,” the ministry said.

Education ministry spokes-
man ros Soveacha told The 
Post that because the clean 
school contest was only re-
cently announced, he had to 
consult with others first, but 
he would inform the public of 
the full details and conditions 
of the contest soon. 

“I do know that the win-
ner will be announced ev-
ery month based on which 
school has the most beautiful 
environments and maintains 
the highest standards, and 
they will receive letters certi-
fying their having won from 
the ministry,” he said.

ngov Chhun Hak, principal 
of Chak angre High School in 
Phnom Penh, told The Post on 

january 11 that over the years, 
his school had made efforts to 
improve the facility by having 
good sanitation practices and 
by looking for small ways to 
add beauty to the campus. 

He said that even though his 
school had not won a prize for 
the past several years, students 
and teachers had actively par-
ticipated in making the school 
environment better. 

“We are always prepared to 
enter any clean school con-
test. We expect that we will 
win the contest at least one 
of the months, but even if we 
don’t win it at all – we’ve still 
cleaned up the school so that 
our students will find more 
contentment in their studies. 
and we will always strive to 
keep improving,” he said.

Over the years, the min-

istry has organised several 
contests for clean or hygienic 
schools, including trophies 
for teachers and students for 
their contributions. The min-
istry says these contests help 
improve the overall quality of 
education in Cambodia.

However, Cambodian Inde-
pendent Teachers’ associa-
tion president Ouk Chhayavy 
said that while having such 

contests seemed like a good 
idea, the ministry should do 
more to ease the burden for 
teachers and participants 
alike. 

She explained that in order 
to achieve the results the min-
istry desires, many teachers 
have to put in extra work and 
spend their own money and 
time outside of work to get it all 
done. and if the cleaning and 
renovation takes place during 
the school day, it cuts into the 
time spent on classroom in-
struction and study time.

“I’ve seen this with my 
own eyes. For the contest for 
model schools, we didn’t see 
any of the benefits go to the 
teachers who did the work, 
but rather they go to admin-
istrators or officials. For ex-
ample, a school that wins first 
place gets a cash prize, but 
then the money goes to the 
school principal, not to the 
people who strived to do the 
work,” she said.

Chhayavy suggested that 
when the contest begins, the 
ministry should release extra 
funding to schools so that 
they can use that money to-
wards cleaning and improv-
ing their campuses. 

She said school officials 
should lead wisely and must 
not force teachers to waste 
study time or spend their own 
money on winning contests, 
because teachers in Cambo-
dia have a difficult enough 
job already.

A banner advertises the clean and healthy schools campaign for the 2021 school year. Ministry of Education, youth and sport
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,700 16,860 16,860 16,700

2 GTI 3,290 - 3,290 3,290

3 PAS 13,900 13,900 13,900 13,500

4 PEPC 2,780 (SQ) - 2,780 2,780

5 PPAP 11,780 11,700 11,780 11,700

6 PPSP 1,160 1,160 1,160 1,120

7 PWSA 5,980 5,920 6,100 5,920

Date: JANUARY 11, 2021

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,060 1.2763 6.4781 104.10 4.0505 1.3299 30.14 0.7712 1.2164 1.3496

Continued from page 1

tariffs, organic milled rice did 
enjoy a bumper year,” he said. 
“Without tariff barriers, we’d 
be even more competitive. 
Still, the growth we saw is 
acceptable given the context.

“We’ll strive to find more and 
larger organic milled-rice ex-
port markets, especially in the 
uS, where demand is high and 
[import] volume remains small. 
We’ll boost Cambodia’s organic 
milled-rice exports to around 
15,000 tonnes in 2021,” he said.

according to Saran, amru 
rice accounted for 9,000 
tonnes, or 80 per cent, of 2020 
organic milled-rice exports, 
which represents a 10-20 per 
cent gain over 2019.

With its production based 
on “natural principles” with a 
“clear control system”, he said 
organic rice is widely known 
for its myriad health benefits.

Chan Sokheang, chairman 
and CEO of Signatures of asia 
Co Ltd, another local rice mill-
er and exporter, said Covid-19 
had diminished global de-
mand for organic rice.

He said his company export-
ed more than 2,000 tonnes of 
organic milled rice last year, de-
clining about 20 per cent from 
the year before, and 22,000 
tonnes of regular varieties, up 
around 30 per cent over 2019.

“Declining incomes during 
the Covid-19 epidemic have 
led people to opt for the types 
of rice they need, with less fo-
cus on [the healthier] organic 
rice, which costs almost twice 
as much,” he said.

according to Sokheang, or-
ganic white milled rice was val-
ued at around $950 per tonne 
on the international market last 
year – similar to 2019, while fra-
grant varieties fetched around 
$1,200-1,300 per tonne.

“as the global economy 
remains mired in uncertain-
ties, it’d be ill-conceived to 
presume what the volume of 
organic milled-rice exports 
will look like in 2021, given 
how concretely interwoven 
[its performance] is with eco-
nomic growth acceleration.

“If people’s incomes in-
crease, the purchase volume 
of organic milled rice will swell 
up in consonance,” he said.

Private sector 
rosy on sales 
of organic 
milled rice

Firm wins rights to ticket sales at Kirirom, Prek Toal
Thou Vireak

THE Ministry of Environment 
awarded rights to ticket sales 
at Kirirom national Park and 
the Prek Toal bird sanctuary to 

locally-owned firm Lim Sok 
Cheng for 2021.

Kirirom national Park cov-
ers 8,401ha in Kampong Speu 
province and is 44km from 
the provincial capital of the 

same name.
Designated as ramsar Site 

no 2245, Prek Toal covers 
21,342ha in Battambang 
province’s Ek Phnom district 
and borders Siem reap prov-
ince. The area is home to 
more than 5,000 species of 
waterfowl today.

a ramsar Site is a wetland 
site designated to be of global 
importance under the ram-
sar Convention – an interna-
tional treaty governing the 
conservation of wetland are-
as, according to the ramsar 
Convention Secretariat. The 
Kingdom ratified the conven-
tion on October 23, 1999.

The ministry said three 
companies entered the auc-
tions, where bidding started 
at 350,000,000 riel ($85,600) 
for Kirirom and 60,000,000 
riel for Prek Toal.

at a january 8 meeting, Khov 
Soviet, deputy chairman of the 
ministry’s auction Committee 

announced Lim Sok Cheng’s 
winning bids of 826,000,000 
riel for Kirirom and 76,055,000 
riel for Prek Toal.

Battambang provincial 
Department of Tourism 
director uch umphiny Sara 
told The Post that Prek Toal is 
a natural destination home to 
thousands of species of birds 
and has great potential for 
tourists.

He said: “Offering up this 
investment opportunity in 
the sector is vital to the 
methodical development of 
tourist destinations to entice 
visitors.”

Cambodia association of 
Travel agents president 
Chhay Sivlin said providing 
companies a chance to col-
lect revenue from ticket sales 
at tourist areas will further 
galvanise the private sector 
to invest in the industry.

She voiced hopes that Lim 
Sok Cheng will expand devel-

opment in the two areas and 
promote local tourism.

“I think the company can 
have a long-term vision to 
develop tourist areas with 
good services to protect the 
environment,” Sivlin said.

Ministry of Tourism spokes-
man Top Sopheak told The Post 
that it is essential to involve all 
stakeholders, including the pri-
vate sector, public develop-
ment partners and the general 
public, to ensure the success of 
Cambodia’s sustainable tour-
ism development within the 
legal framework.

He said: “We welcome all 
parties to invest in tourism in 
accordance with Cambodian 
law.”

The Kingdom welcomed 
1,286,074 international visi-
tors in the first 11 months of 
2020, down 78.2 per cent from 
the 5,898,130 tallied in the 
same time in 2019, the tourism 
ministry reported.

now the time 
to buy stocks, 
says CSX’s Ha
May Kunmakara

n
OW is a great time 
for the general pub-
lic to buy shares 
on the Cambodia 

Securities Exchange (CSX) as 
the Kingdom show gradual 
signs of economic recovery 
from the impact of Covid-19, 
according to its vice-chair-
man Ha jong-weon.

The World Bank in mid-De-
cember projected that Cam-
bodia’s economy would re-
bound to four per cent growth 
this year following a 1.9 per 
cent contraction in 2020.

The CSX index ended 0.3 
per cent higher on january 8, 
closing out the week at 640.17 
points. That day, 216,446,470 
riel ($53,000) worth of shares 
changed hands.

Shares of aCLEDa Bank 
Plc (aBC) rose 60 riel to reach 
16,860, Phnom Penh Wa-
ter Supply authority (PWSa) 
inched up 20 riel to close at 

6,100, and Phnom Penh auton-
omous Port (PPaP) gained 80 
riel to finish the day at 11,780.

Pestech (Cambodia) Plc 
(PEPC) closed at a special 
quotation of 2,770 riel a 
share, an increase of 20 riel 
over its base price and Grand 
Twin International (Cambo-
dia) Plc (GTI) and Phnom 
Penh Special Economic Zone 
Plc (PPSP) shed 10 and 20 
riel, respectively, to 3,290 and 
1,160 riel, while Sihanoukville 
autonomous Port (PaS) re-
mained steady at 14,100 riel.

CSX’s Ha said Covid-19 would 
not end soon even with the 
presence of viable vaccines.

However, he said, things are 
getting better. “We found that 
the index of some exchanges 
increased in 2020.

“That was the result of fu-
ture business recovery expec-
tation and inflation. There-
fore, I expect to receive more 
foreign investors in 2021 and 
in coming years, since we are 

one of the highest-growth 
countries,” Ha said.

Securities and Exchange 
Commission of Cambodia 
director-general Sou Socheat 
pointed out that more busi-
ness and enterprise owners in 
Cambodia are considering the 
securities market as a better al-
ternative to mobilise long-term 
capital for business expansions.

He said: “The benefits of do-
ing so include more than just 
generating capital, as trust 
in a company – which is key 
to the sustainable growth of 
any business – is increased by 

demonstrating transparency.
“In 2021, we expect to have 

two more listed companies on 
the CSX and see an increase 
in trading activities.”

In light of the Cambodian 
stock market’s current situation, 
Ha said international investors 
may drive market trends. They 
can be the first to move shares 
in large amounts and lead to 
significant price changes.

“The businesses of our listed 
companies are doing better 
and better in the economy re-
covery,” Ha said, speculating 
that port operators PPaP and 

PaS are the most likely to post 
the highest business growth.

There are currently 13 listed 
firms in the Kingdom – seven 
stock-listed and six corporate 
bond-listed. The 13 compa-
nies have raised a combined 
$253 million as of September 
30 and the stock index in-
creased 58.37 per cent in 2019 
over 2018, only to dip 14.93 per 
cent in 2020, CSX data show.

Last year, two companies list-
ed stocks and three listed bonds. 
The five firms raised a com-
bined $92 million in january-
September, the data show.

Cambodia Securities Exchange (CSX) vice-chairman Ha Jong-weon. SUPPLIED

Prek Toal covers 21,342ha in Battambang province and is home to more 
than 5,000 species of waterfowl. WILDLIfE ConSErvatIon SoCIEty



Thai shipping 
council sees 
bright outlook 
for sectors like 
textiles in 2021

THE Thai National Shippers’ Council 
projects a brighter outlook in the 
export of textiles, garment and 

machinery this year, the council’s vice-
chairman Visit Limluecha said.

The council classified products under 
three categories – V or double-digit 
growth; U or single-digit growth; and L 
or no growth or contraction.

Industries in the V-growth group 
include textile and garment, machinery, 
finished oil and rice. Double-digit growth 
is expected for these products because 
they showed low contraction late last year.

The garment and textile sector dropped 
18 per cent last year, while machinery 
and machine equipment fell 9.2 per cent.

Meanwhile, U-shaped growth is expect-
ed for automotive and component parts, 
electric and electronics appliance, food, 
rubber, cassava and jewellery and gems.

No growth or L-shaped growth is 
expected for industries like sugar, 
plastic pellets and products made of 
plastic pellets.

He said this is because major sugar 
producers like Brazil have released 
massive amounts of sugar and alcohol, 
causing a glut in the global market.

The council has forecast that sugar ex-
ports will suffer a drop of between seven 
and 10 per cent, the same as in 2020.

Visit added that the Covid-19 pandem-
ic will still be a key factor in affecting 
industries globally, especially in relation 
to luxury items, though market com-
petition will intensify if manufacturers 
launch promotions. THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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un rolls out fund for women-led firms
May Kunmakara

C
aMBODIan wom-
en-led fintechs, 
technology or 
regulated financial 

institutions are among the 
enterprises eligible for the 
recently-launched Women 
Enterprise recovery Fund to 
promote and expand their 
businesses, according to the 
un Economic and Social 
Commission for asia and 
the Pacific (unESCaP).

With support from the 
Dutch Entrepreneurial Devel-
opment Bank (FMO), the Ca-
nadian government and Visa 
Inc, unESCaP and the un 
Capital Development Fund 
(unCDF) have rolled out the 
“Women Enterprise recovery 
Fund: Promoting and upscal-
ing Digital Solutions for En-
hancing Women Enterprise 
Growth and resilience”.

unESCaP said in a january 
11 press release: “applicants 
to the fund can be based 
anywhere globally, but the 
project implementation and 
solution must target women 
enterprises in one or more 
of the following countries – 
Bangladesh, Cambodia, In-
donesia, Myanmar, nepal or 
Vietnam.”

unCDF deputy executive 
secretary Xavier Michon said 
in the release that the fund 
would “support innovative 
business solutions that ad-
dress the constraints faced 
by women enterprises in 

South and Southeast asia.
“These solutions are es-

pecially crucial today as we 
know women enterprises 
have suffered disproportion-
ately from Covid-19. now is 
the opportunity to innovate 
and find solutions that recov-
er better and build resilience.

“unCDF is grateful to 
[unESCaP], the australian 
Department of Foreign af-
fairs and Trade, [the] gov-
ernment of Canada, the 
[FMO] and Visa Inc for their 
collaboration and support 
to advance women enter-

prises through this Innova-
tion Fund mechanism.”

Pong Limsan, founder 
and CEO of Peth yoeung, a 
premier local cloud-based 
hospital software platform, 
told The Post on january 11 
that women have borne the 
brunt of the global pandem-
ic, which has affected almost 
every type of business.

She said: “The fund focuses 
on women and I think this’ll 
be a great helping hand for 
women entrepreneurship 
and serve as a source of mo-
tivation for women to dare 

to dream for herself and her 
community.

“The fund is a great ini-
tiative to assist Cambodia’s 
SMEs [small and medium-
sized enterprises] and wom-
en entrepreneurs amid the 
impact of Covid-19.

“Many businesses have 
suffered severe impact from 
the pandemic – accessing 
loans in developing coun-
tries such as Cambodia and 
those in our aSEan commu-
nity remains a major hurdle.

“With the pandemic, a lot 
of SMEs face challenges to 

survival, while others are 
forced to immediately shut 
their doors. The fund will 
help those in the struggle 
to survive and have enough 
time to re-strategise and re-
imagine their business mod-
els to get their businesses up 
and running again.”

unESCaP deputy execu-
tive secretary Kaveh Zahedi 
was quoted in the release as 
saying: “The fund will provide 
up to $50,000 in co-funding 
to innovative solutions, along 
with technical assistance pro-
vided through our extensive 
partner networks.

“[The exciting initiative] 
will bring to market innova-
tive financial and business 
solutions for women entre-
preneurs who have been 
impacted by the pandemic.”

and FMO capacity devel-
opment manager andrew 
Shaw said in the release: “We 
believe collaboration with 
private-sector innovators in 
the design and implemen-
tation of digital solutions is 
fundamental to help women 
enterprises that have been 
economically impacted by 
Covid-19.

“We are confident the fund 
will create a catalytic effect in 
the [micro, small and medi-
um-sized enterprise] ecosys-
tems across asia, showcasing 
viable digital solutions and 
sustainable business models 
to respond to the needs of 
formal and informal women-
led enterprises.”

China consumer prices 
rise in December ahead 
of Lunar new year: nBS
CHIna’S consumer prices 
rebounded last month, official 
data showed on january 11, as 
food prices picked up due to 
weather difficulties and rising 
demand ahead of the Lunar 
new year festival.

Last month, the consumer 
price index (CPI) rose more than 
expected at 0.2 per cent from 
December 2019, said the nation-
al Bureau of Statistics (nBS), 
with prices increasing for fresh 
produce and meats such as pork, 
beef and mutton ahead of next 
month’s nationwide holiday.

nBS senior statistician Dong 
Lijuan said: “Due to continued 
low temperatures, the produc-
tion, storage and transporta-
tion costs of fresh vegetables 
and fruit increased.”

The index is a key gauge of 
retail inflation, and the 
rebound follows the first nega-
tive reading in over a decade 
last month as food costs fell.

On january 11, Dong said 
consumer demand was pick-
ing up due to new year’s Day 
and the upcoming Lunar new 
year, bumping up prices of 
other food items.

But pork prices, which rock-
eted previously after an afri-
can swine fever outbreak rav-
aged pig stocks, continued to 
drop by 1.3 per cent year-on-
year last month as supplies of 
the staple meat recovered.

For the full year of 2020, con-
sumer prices rose 2.5 per cent 
year-on-year.

“The pork price cycle con-
tinues to weigh on the infla-
tion outlook,” Zhaopeng Xing, 
senior China strategist at anZ 
research, said in a recent 
report, adding that there had 
been a faster-than-expected 
recovery of hog stocks.

Meanwhile, the producer 
price index (PPI) which meas-
ures the cost of goods at the fac-
tory gate, fell 0.4 per cent year-
on-year last month – better than 
november’s 1.5 per cent drop.

Dong said: “Domestic 
demand recovered steadily, 
coupled with the continued 
rise in prices of some interna-
tional commodities.”

For the whole of 2020, PPI fell 
1.8 per cent year-on-year. AFP

Peth Yoeung founder and CEO Pong Limsan (left). PETH YOEUNG

Last month, China’s consumer 
price index (CPI) rose more than 
expected at 0.2 per cent from 
December 2019. AFP



INDONESIAN chicken pro-
ducer PT Widodo Makmur 
Unggas (WMU) aims to raise 
1.18 trillion rupiah ($83.5 mil-
lion) to finance its expansion 
plans through a giant initial 
public offering (IPO) in a rela-
tively weak but stable market.

The company is offering 5.92 
billion shares, which represent 
35 per cent of the company’s 
paid-up capital, priced at 
between 142 and 200 rupiah per 
share. Its shares are then to be 
listed on the Indonesia Stock 
Exchange (IDX) on January 29.

The company plans to use 74.3 
per cent of the IPO funds to 
expand its facilities, including 
slaughterhouses, farms and stor-
age warehouses. The remaining 
25.7 per cent is to be used as 
working capital to buy live chick-
ens and chicken feed.

WMU president director Ali 
Masadi said at the public 
expose on January 6: “We will 
focus on [expanding] the 
slaughterhouse business to 
increase chicken production. 
Our target is to hold 15 per 
cent [of the market share].

“Broiler chickens are the 
cheapest meat compared to 
other animal proteins.”

The company’s IPO will be the 
second largest this year follow-
ing oil palm plantation company 
PT FAP Agri’s IPO of around one 
trillion rupiah on January 4.

The poultry producer’s IPO 
funding target also exceeds the 
largest IPO in 2020, when PT 
Metro Healthcare Indonesia 
(CARE) went public on March 
3 to raise 1.03 trillion rupiah.

Through its giant IPO, WMU 
is positioning itself as a strong 
newcomer in the multibillion-
dollar poultry industry, cur-
rently dominated by publicly 
listed PT Charoen Pokphand 

Indonesia (CPIN) and PT Japfa 
Comfeed Indonesia (JPFA).

However, the latest available 
data shows that its competi-
tors still dwarf WMU’s assets, 
valued at 1.33 trillion rupiah in 
October, with Charoen valued 
at 31.24 trillion rupiah and 
Japfa at 26.8 trillion rupiah in 
September.

Statistics Indonesia (BPS) 
data show that Indonesia’s 
chicken consumption per cap-
ita has grown steadily over the 
past 14 years, increasing 56.9 
per cent from 0.079kg per per-
son per week in 2007 to 0.124kg 

per person per week in 2019.
Mirae Asset Sekuritas Indo-

nesia places the poultry indus-
try among the three industries 
with promising growth in 2021.
The other two are banking and 
mining.

Mirae securities analyst 
Emma Fauni wrote in a 
research note on December 11 
that domestic demand for 
chicken meat declined signifi-
cantly last year, after hotels 
and restaurants in big cities 
closed under the large-scale 
social restrictions (PSBB).

However, demand would 
remain steady this year because 
“the current demand represents 
individual daily consumption 
of chicken meat per day”, and it 
was improbable that people 
would reduce spending on 
daily staples, she noted.

Furthermore, the firm expect-
ed the government to limit the 
chicken supply this year to 
maintain stabilise prices at 
between 17,000 and 20,000 
rupiah per kg of chicken meat.

The government’s objective 
was to protect small-scale 
chicken farmers amid a volatile 
market, Emma continued, but 
price stability “could increase 

business players’ confidence” 
in this year’s market despite the 
“hefty” sacrifices of last year.

Emma also noted that the 
weakening US dollar would be 
advantageous for Indonesia’s 
chicken industry, as most pro-
ducers relied on imported soy-
bean for chicken feed.

CIMB Sekuritas director I 
Wayan Gemuh said on January 
6: “Price fluctuations are very 
rare. Even if there were any, 
they’re very short . . . that’s the 
advantage of a big storage 
[facility].”

He was referring to WMU’s 
chicken cold storage warehouse, 
said to be the largest in Indone-
sia with a capacity of 9,000 
tonnes. CIMB Niaga Sekuritas, 
BRI Danareksa Sekuritas and 
Samuel Sekuritas are the under-
writers for WMU’s IPO.

The chicken producer is 90 
per cent owned by integrated 
livestock agriculture holding 
company PT Widodo Makmur 
Perkasa (WMP).

Tumiyana, a former president 
director of state-owned con-
struction firm PT Wijaya Karya, 
is WMP’s founder and owns 87.5 
per cent of its shares. THE JAKARTA 
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Asia markets mixed, dollar rises 
as Biden’s pledges huge stimulus
A

SIAN markets were mixed on 
January 11 as traders strug-
gled to track another record 
performance on Wall Street, 

though investors remain broadly upbeat 
on the prospect of a further massive 
stimulus for the US economy, with Pres-
ident-elect Joe Biden calling for a spend-
ing spree in the trillions of dollars.

With vaccines being rolled out 
around the world and key risk events 
including the US election, senate run-
offs in the US state of Georgia and Br-
exit now out of the way, observers said 
focus is now on the expected global 
recovery from last year’s economic 
catastrophe.

The need for more financial help 
for the world’s top economy was laid 
out on January 8 with data showing 
140,000 people lost their jobs last 
month – the first fall since April – as 
virus infections and deaths surged 
across the country.

Biden, who will be sworn in as presi-
dent on January 20, said he would press 
for a new rescue package that includes 
$2,000 direct payments to taxpayers 
and help for small businesses.

“The price tag will be high,” he 
warned as he promised to lay out his 
proposals on January 14. “It will be in 
the trillions of dollars.”

He added: “If we don’t act now, 
things are going to get much worse 
and harder to get out of a hole later.”

Investors welcomed the prospect 
of another spending splurge that will 
provide a huge boost to the economy, 
coupled with Federal Reserve finan-
cial support and record low rates for 
the foreseeable future.

The dollar extended gains across 
the board, and was sitting at a three-
week peak against the yen.

Wall Street’s three main indexes all 
finished last week at all-time highs, 
but Asia struggled to push on.

Hong Kong, Mumbai, Taipei, Ma-
nila, Jakarta and Bangkok were all up 
but Shanghai, Sydney, Singapore and 

Wellington fell, while Seoul was also 
lower despite a rally in market heavy-
weight Samsung that was fuelled by 
reports it is in talks with US giant Intel 
over making some of its best chips.

London, Paris and Frankfurt all fell 
at the open.

While the broad consensus is for a 
strong run in equities this year, there 
is a feeling that the latest rally may be 
petering out.

“After being bullish for several 
months, we are definitely becoming 
more cautious on the stock market 
up at these levels,” said Matt Maley, at 
Miller Tabak + Co, adding that most of 
the surge in the S&P 500 from March 

its March trough is “behind us”.
Axi strategist Stephen Innes added 

that fears about the virus, which con-
tinues to wreak havoc around the 
world and force governments to im-
pose new lockdowns, remained the 
main stumbling block.

He said in a commentary: “Covid 
concerns continue to hang like a nas-
ty cloud over the market, and given a 
great deal of optimism in stocks and 
oil is linked to the rollout of vaccines, 
investors are sitting with fingers and 
legs crossed that there won’t be any 
negative news flows on this front 
[which] would prompt a sharp nega-
tive market reaction.”

He also pointed to ongoing Sino-US 
tensions after the White House said it 
would end self-imposed restrictions 
on official contacts with Taiwan, a 
move likely to irk Beijing.

The change will add to complica-
tions for Biden as he assumes the 
presidency, with any move to reverse 
the decision opening him up to accu-
sations of being soft on China.

Oil prices dropped but remain near 
10-month highs, supported by hopes 
for more stimulus and following Sau-
di Arabia’s announcement last week 
that it plans to slash output by a mil-
lion barrels a month in February and 
March. AFP

VN cement: 
Local sales to 
rise, exports 
to slow down
VIETNAM’S cement industry is 
forecast to see a significant 
increase in domestic sales this 
year, driven by investment in 
infrastructure, foreign direct 
investment (FDI) inflow and 
the recovery of the real estate 
market. However, exports are 
set to slow down.

According to a recent report by 
SSI Research, domestic cement 
demand is expected to increase 
around five-to-seven per cent 
this year compared to 2020.

The increase in domestic 
sales will be fuelled by the 
increase in infrastructure 
investment, FDI inflow into the 
country and the recovery of the 
real estate market, which will 
push up demand for cement, 
SSI Research said.

Cement exports are expected 
to be stable as import demand 
of China remains high amid 
infrastructure investment, 
however, it would be difficult 
to see strong growth like 2020 
because China’s cement supply 
is gradually recovering.

Overall, total sales of cement 
and clinker are forecast to 
increase by about two per cent 
this year.

SSI Research estimated that 
total production capacity of the 
cement industry would 
increase by seven million 
tonnes, or seven per cent, due 
to new production lines that 
became operational at the end 
of 2020 and at the beginning of 
this year. Competition will also 
increase in the domestic mar-
ket, boosting cement prices.

SSI Research also pointed out 
that heavy dependence on 
cement exports to the Chinese 
market remained a worry, espe-
cially as China could tighten its 
fiscal policies in the future.

China accounted for 57 per 
cent of Vietnam’s cement and 
clinker export and 22 per cent 
of the country’s total cement 
and clinker sales last year.

Total sales of cement and 
clinker were estimated at 101.5 
million tonnes last year, repre-
senting a rise of 1.5 per cent 
over 2019.

According to the Vietnam 
Cement Association, due to the 
impacts of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, domestic sales of cement 
fell five per cent to 56.1 million 
tonnes in January-November as 
construction activities were 
sluggish, especially in the first 
four months of 2020 when social 
distancing was imposed. In 
January-April, cement sales 
decreased by 10 per cent from 
the same period in 2019.

However, domestic cement 
sales saw significant increases 
in May-November as the con-
struction and investment in 
infrastructure was sped up.

The government focused on 
speeding up the disbursement 
of public investment to drive 
economic growth in the pan-
demic, which accelerated 
investment in infrastructure 
development.

The cement export increased 
strongly in the first 11 months 
of last year, by 15 per cent over 
the same period, driven by 
exports to China which saw a 
rise of 102 per cent in volume. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Indonesian chicken firm hatches $84M IPO plan

US President-elect Joe Biden said he will push for a new economic rescue package worth trillions of dollars. AFP

Indonesia’s WMU aims to raise 1.18 trillion rupiah ($83.5 million) to 
finance its expansion plans through a giant IPO. WMU



Headwinds
Covid-19 vaccine

The coronavirus pandemic 
will continue to pain economies 
around the world, with Cambo-
dia no exception. 

Temporary lockdowns, 
should they occur, would bite 
into productivity, and laying 
off workers in a time of crisis 
would impact per capita income 
and consumer spending, which 
would have a profound cascad-
ing effect on the growth of the 
domestic economy. 

So far, with 364 positive 
cases and no deaths, Cambo-
dia has been safe and remains 
vigilant in handling the virus 
threat. Keeping the virus at bay 
to avoid any major outbreaks 
will be a pressing concern for 
policymakers. 

The arrival of a Covid-19 
vaccine would be a solace, but 
the timing is not certain.

Tourism
Tourism dollars dried up with 

the closing borders of foreign-
ers, deeply impacting the once 
money-making sector since the 
outbreak of Covid-19 early last 
year. 

International tourists arrivals 
dipped drastically to only 1.2 
million in the first nine months 
of last year, compared to the  
4.8 million registered in 2019. 

This resulted in around 
45,000 jobs lost, while some 
3,000 tourism-linked businesses 
ceased operations. 

While a quick revival of the 
once flourishing sector will 
certainly be a tonic for the 
economy, continuous global 
restrictions on cross-border 
movements would slow down 
the sector’s recovery.  

Aviation 
Another industry that will 

face a tough recovery due to 

international flying restrictions. 
Domestic and international 
flights which contributed to 
the local economy have 
fallen almost silent. 

Higher fixed costs 
and lower revenues 
will weigh heavily on 
operators. 

While a limited 
number of flights are 
permitted to fly into the 
Kingdom and so are do-
mestic carriers, the industry 
is yet to fully recover. 

There will be a spillover ef-
fect on the tourism sector. 

Garments
The garment sector that hires 

about 700,000 felt the initial 
pinch of the pandemic after 
foreign orders dwindled. 

Around 1,100 factories were 
forced to shut down, while 
nearly 50,000 workers lost their 
livelihoods. 

A speedy revival of the sec-
tor is vital as it will further spur 
economic activities.  

 
SMEs

A majority of small and  
medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) survived the onslaught 
of the pandemic, parcticu-
larly those involved in food 
production. 

However, their 
continuous sustainabil-

ity depends on the economic 
mood and financial support, 
particularly for cash-strapped 
businesses. 

Therefore, how friendly com-
mercial banks and microfinance 
institutions can be in providing 
credit and restructuring  
loan repayments will dictate 

the direction of the nearly 
one million SMEs that 

employ around 90 per cent of 
the Cambodian workforce. 

Geopolitical risks 
The foreign 

policy if incom-
ing US president Joe 
Biden’s – such as how 
his administration han-
dles trade tensions with 
China, Iran and North 

Korea’s nuclear programme ex-
pansion – could affect the global 
economy. 

Oscillating crude oil prices 
due to a global glut and weak 
demand could also have serious 
ramifications on global trade in 
coming months.  

Positive signs
GDP growth

The National Bank of 
Cambodia’s (NBC) forecast 
of four per cent growth in 
2021 – almost double that 
of last year – on the back 
of a strong financial sector 
comes as welcome news. 

This figure is also in line 
with the World Bank’s four 

per cent growth forecast for 
this year.   

Apsara oil production
Cambodia’s maiden oil pro-

duction from the Apsara field lo-
cated in the Khmer Basin in the 
Gulf of Thailand on December 
28 is promising news too. 

Production is expected to 
reach a peak of around 7,500 
barrels per day when the drilling 
programme is completed in mid-
February of this year offering 
newfound gains for the economy.

Rising exports
The export sector is upbeat 

despite the global economic 

slowdown. Cambodia exported 
nearly three million tonnes of 
cassava products in the first 
nine months of 2020, almost a 
49 per cent spike year-on-year 
in contrast to the previous year. 

And in the first nine months 
of last year, Cambodia exported 
488,775 tonnes of rice, a 22.6 
per cent jump compared to the 
same period in 2019, the Minis-
try of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries reported. 

The Kingdom’s total exports 
ballooned to $16 billion last 
year – an increase of 14 per cent 
compared to 2019.

Digital economy 
More companies, especially 

banks, are moving swiftly into 
the digital space, creating a 
conducive payment ecosystem 
for consumers. 

Digitalisation is also help-
ing provide banking to the 
Kingdom’s most remote and 
unbanked segments. 

The introduction of the 
Bakong payment platform by the 
NBC, for instance, is another in-
novative step to ease the transfer 
of money.

E-commerce
As e-commerce continues to 

transform the way business is 
carried out, it is also rapidly pro-
pelling the e-retail market – par-
ticularly during the pandemic. 

While the spurt in online 
businesses – from fashion and 
apparel, to food and consumer 
goods – is largely driven by ris-
ing internet penetration, cheaper 
smartphones and lower data 
prices, there is further room for 
further growth with the industry 
yet to reach its peak.

So with such a range of 
positive factors, the Cambodian 
economy, like the ox – which 
is famously hardworking and 
resilient – is well placed to  
face the challenges of an  
uncertain 2021. 

Into 2021: The positive signs ahead 
for the economy in year of the ox

Around 1,100 garment factories were forced to shut down. hong menea Treasure trove: The Apsara oilfield will likely be a boon for the economy. Supplied

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus
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economy 

AFTEr enduring a Covid-19-induced economic 
stress test, Cambodia is moving steadily into 
2021. While some blips appeared in the economy 
last year, quick and innovative action, both 

from the public and private sectors, helped avoid any major 
financial hiccups. 

This year appears a challenging one as well, with uncer-
tainty continuing to haunt corporate corridors. 

However, the domestic economy has proven its resilience 

more than once, having bounced back from previous slow-
downs – and this year it could face another litmus test. 

So could the Kingdom overcome a stubborn economy in 
the year of the ox? 

Obvious positive indicators show that it well placed to do 
so, but an unpredictable global economy plus coronavirus-
triggered health threats may impede the march forward. 

Here are some key variables that are likely to dictate how 
the economy will behave in the coming months.
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uS’ Democrats 
forging ahead to 
impeach Trump, 
for second time
u

S DemocraTS on janu-
ary 10 said they would 
push to remove President 
Donald Trump from office 

during the final days of his adminis-
tration after his supporters’ violent 
attack on the capitol, with some re-
publicans supporting the move. 

Trump could face a historic sec-
ond impeachment before the janu-
ary 20 inauguration of Democrat joe 
Biden, at a time when the uS is hit 
by a surging pandemic, a flagging 
economy and searing division.

House of representatives Speaker 
nancy Pelosi, the top Democrat 
in congress, said there would be a 
resolution on january 11 calling for 
the cabinet to remove Trump as un-
fit for office under the constitution’s 
25th amendment.

If Vice-President mike Pence does 
not agree to invoke the amend-
ment, “we will proceed with bring-
ing impeachment legislation” in the 
House, Pelosi said.

She said: “as the days go by, the 
horror of the ongoing assault on 

our democracy perpetrated by this 
President is intensified and so is the 
immediate need for action.”

Trump was already impeached 
once by the Democratic-controlled 
House in December 2019 for pres-
suring the ukrainian president to 
dig up political dirt on Biden.

He was acquitted by the republi-
can-majority Senate.

Though time is running short, 
Democrats likely have the votes in 
the House to impeach Trump again 
and could draw increased republi-
can support for the move.

But they are unlikely to muster the 
two-thirds majority needed to con-
vict Trump in the 100-member Sen-
ate and remove him from office.

‘Incitement to violence’
authorities are seeking to arrest 

more Trump supporters who vio-
lently stormed the capitol on janu-
ary 6 after the president held a rally 
outside the White House repeating 
false claims that he had lost the 
election to Biden due to fraud.

Trump’s immediate resignation “is 
the best path forward”, republican 
Senator Pat Toomey told cnn on 
january 10, adding: “That would be 
a very good outcome.”

Toomey said that since losing the 
november 3 vote, Trump had “de-
scended into a level of madness and 
engaged in activity that was absolute-
ly unthinkable and unforgivable”.

Lisa murkowski of alaska was the 

first republican senator to demand 
Trump’s resignation, saying: “I want 
him out.” House republicans, in-
cluding adam Kinzinger on january 
10, have echoed that call.

The article of impeachment is set to 
charge Trump with inciting january 6’s 
violence, which left five people dead.

Hundreds of off-duty police on 
january 10 lined constitution av-
enue in Washington and saluted as 

a hearse rolled slowly by carrying 
the body of Brian Sicknick, the po-
lice officer who died in the attack 
on the capitol.

capitol security has been stepped 
up, with a seven-foot-tall (about 2m) 
black metal fence erected around 
the historic building. extremists 
have threatened new action in com-
ing days both in Washington and 
state capitals. AFP

From prison to presidency: The rise of Kyrgyzstan’s japarov
juST over three months ago, populist 
Sadyr japarov, who on january 10 
claimed victory in Kyrgyzstan’s pres-
idential elections, was languishing in 
jail, mourning his parents and a son 
who all died while he was in prison.

But an october crisis over a dis-
puted vote saw him sprung from his 
cell by supporters and a court over-
turn his sentence for hostage-taking, 
as local power-brokers lined up to 
back his overnight leadership bid.

japarov’s rise was so remarkable 
that it appeared to catch even Kyr-
gyzstan’s key ally russia off guard and 
fuelled speculation over the role that 
organised crime may have played in 
the high-speed events.

yet it was also typical of ex-Soviet 
central asia’s most volatile country, 
where political fortunes have often 
been made in street protests first and 
only later at the ballot box.

japarov’s election campaign, which 
packed stadiums across the country 
despite the threat of the coronavirus, 
was headlined by banners reading 
“Sadyr – President”.

The same slogan was chanted by 
supporters who massed in the capital 
Bishkek and demanded that Sooronbay 
jeenbekov step down in japarov’s 
favour, after a parliamentary election 
marred by vote-buying allegations.

jeenbekov assented, citing the need 
to avoid bloodshed as he became the 
third Kyrgyz leader to resign during 
political turbulence since independ-
ence from moscow in 1991.

japarov became head of state on an 
interim basis, quitting the post in 
november to compete in january 10’s 
vote while installing loyalists in key 

positions to retain his grip.
results published on january 10 by 

the ex-Soviet country’s central elec-
tion commission (cec) showed 
japarov with close to 80 per cent of 
the vote after an automated count.

Man of the people?
japarov, 52, entered Kyrgyzstan’s 

political scene as a lawmaker in 2005, 
after building up a small oil business 
in his native eastern Issyk-Kul region.

His star rose under the patronage 
of then-president Kurmanbek Baki-
yev, who appointed him head of the 
anti-corruption agency in 2008.

But the agency’s investigations nev-
er touched on the family of Bakiyev 
– widely viewed as the main benefici-
ary of systemic graft at the time.

Bakiyev was overthrown in 2010, in a 
revolution far more violent than the one 
that displaced the first post-Soviet pres-
ident askar akayev five years before.

Violence erupted between ethnic Kyr-
gyz and minority uzbeks two months 
later, claiming hundreds of lives.

a nationalist opposition party that 
included japarov among its leaders won 
parliamentary polls later that year, but 
was shut out of the ruling coalition.

japarov’s political brand then 
became associated with chaotic ral-
lies against the canadian operators 
of Kyrgyzstan’s largest gold mine, 
which contributes up to 10 per cent 

of national output but has been 
dogged by corruption accusations 
and environmental concerns.

During one rally in his native province 
in 2013 the local governor was briefly 
taken hostage and doused with petrol.

authorities then opened a criminal 
case against japarov, who fled the 
country.

Challenges ahead
japarov used his exile to make con-

nections among the million-strong 
Kyrgyz diaspora that works in russia 
and Kazakhstan.

When he returned home from 
neighbouring Kazakhstan in 2017, 
japarov was jailed on hostage-taking 
charges and later sentenced to 11.5 
years in prison.

During this time he lost his father 
and mother, as well as one of his sons, 
who died in a road accident. He 
always insisted on his innocence.

japarov now faces an uphill battle to 
revamp the pandemic-battered econ-
omy of the second-poorest Soviet suc-
cessor state and make good on pledg-
es to battle corruption and organised 
crime – both systemic problems.

Winning the trust of russia, a key 
partner that mediated in last year’s 
crisis, could be another challenge.

President Vladimir Putin described 
the overthrow of the previous govern-
ment as a “misfortune” in october 
and chided Kyrgyz politicians for 
attempting to imitate Western 
democracies during his end of year 
press-conference.  

Putin said: “The level of political con-
sciousness, the maturity of institutions 
is not the same as, say, in France.” AFP

US Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, Democrat of California, on September 24, 2019, and US President Donald Trump in Washington, 
DC, on September 20, 2019. AFP

Sadyr Japarov wearing the national Kalpak felt hat waves to supporters during a rally in Bishkek on January 8. AFP
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ASEAN

IndonesIan divers searched 
waters off jakarta on january 11 
for black boxes from a passenger 
jet that crashed at the weekend 
with 62 people aboard, as inves-
tigators took up the grim task of 
identifying victims’ remains.

retrieving the boxes – cockpit 
voice and flight data recorders – 
will likely help explain why the sri-
wijaya air Boeing 737-500 plunged 
about 3,000m in less than a minute 
before slamming into the java sea. 

Investigators have so far been 
unable to say why the 26-year-
old plane crashed just four min-
utes after takeoff from jakarta, 
but they do know the location of 
the black boxes.

The plane’s captain, afwan, a 
54-year-old father of three, who 
like many Indonesians goes by 
one name, was a former air force 
pilot with decades of flying under 
his belt, according to local media.

some of the 2,600 personnel 
working in the recovery effort in-
volving dozens of boats and he-
licopters are hauling body parts, 
twisted piece of wreckage and 
passengers’ clothing from shal-
low waters about 23m deep.

underwater photos supplied 
by Indonesia’s navy showed a sea 
floor littered with wreckage.

Body bags filled with human re-
mains are being taken to a police 
hospital where investigators hope 
to identify victims by matching dna 
from their remains to living relatives.

rapin akbar, who gave a blood 
sample to the hospital, had five 

relatives on board including an 
older sister, a nephew and his wife 
and their seven-month-old baby. 

They were flying back to Ponti-
anak, the city on Indonesia’s sec-
tion of Borneo island which had 
been flight sj182’s destination, 
about 90 minutes away.

The shocked akbar said: “[My 
nephew] had planned to go back to 
Pontianak on sunday [january 10] 
but changed his mind and decided to 
fly on saturday [january 9] instead 
. . . He called me to say the flight was 

delayed and sent me a picture of 
their baby. It was [their] first.”

all 62 passengers and crew 
aboard the half-full flight were In-
donesian. The count included 10 
children.

despite the name, black boxes 
are usually bright orange with re-
flective stripes, and all commer-
cial planes are obliged to have 
them on board. 

They’re built to survive at vast 
depths and in extreme heat, and 
are fitted with a beacon which 

can emit a signal for one month.
The devices record informa-

tion about the speed, altitude and 
direction of the plane as well as 
flight crew conversations.

Black box data help explain 
nearly 90 per cent of all crashes, 
according to aviation experts.

The probe into january 9’s crash 
– the latest in a string of disasters 
for Indonesia’s aviation sector – is 
likely to take months.

aviation analysts said flight-
tracking data showed the plane 
sharply deviated from its intended 
course before it went into a steep 
dive, with bad weather, pilot er-
ror and mechanical malfunction 
among the potential factors.

stephen Wright, professor of 
aircraft systems at Finland’s Tam-
pere university, said: “something 
quite dramatic has happened af-
ter takeoff . . . The airspeed is far 
too low. The aircraft didn’t accel-
erate up to the correct speeds for 
continuous flight.”

sriwijaya air, which flies to des-
tinations in Indonesia and south-
east asia, has said little about 
the plane, which was previously 
flown by us-based Continental 
airlines and united airlines. 

The Indonesian carrier has not 
recorded a fatal crash since it 
started operations in 2003. 

But the southeast asian nation’s 
fast-growing aviation sector has 
long been plagued by safety con-
cerns, and its airlines were once 
banned from entering us and 
european airspace. afp

divers search Indonesian passenger 
jet wreckage for black box recorders

Vietnamese armed forces hold rehearsal in 
preparation for 13th national Party Congress

Istiqlal should set 
example for other 
mosques: jokowi

a
s Many as 6,000 offi-
cers under Vietnam’s 
ministries of defence 
and Public security 

on january 10 took part in a 
rehearsal held at Hanoi’s My 
dinh national stadium square 
to test preparedness in deal-
ing with different security in-
cident scenarios ahead of the 
13th national Party Congress 
(january 25-February 2).

In his remarks, Politburo 
member Tran Quoc Vuong 
stressed the importance of 
the congress and praised the 
achievements, proactiveness 
and efforts by the armed forces 
in upholding security for the 
congress, asking them to abso-
lutely not let their guard down.

The standing member of the 
secretariat of the Communist 
Party of Vietnam (CPV) re-
quires that the armed forces 
in all circumstances uphold a 
sense of responsibility, over-
come all difficulties and bring 
their enthusiasm, strength 
and intelligence to maintain 
the security and safety of the 
Congress, as well as protect 
the CPV.

at the rehearsal, Minister of 
Public security General To Lam 
said the police force will close-
ly coordinate with the army 
and related units to effectively 
implement plans, keep a close 
watch on the situation and pro-
actively foil schemes and activi-
ties of hostile and reactionary 

forces, and swear not to be pas-
sive or taken by surprise.

The minister said: “all levels 
of the police, from the ministry 
to the local units, from this mo-
ment on have started to be on 
the highest degree of alert, com-

mit themselves wholeheart-
edly and willing to sacrifice, to 
‘live and die with the party [the 
CPV], we exist as long as the 
party exists, to absolutely up-
hold the security and safety and 
the successful organisation of 

the national Party Congress’.”
The event saw a parade of 

essential units charged with 
protecting the CPV Congress, 
and a rehearsal was conducted 
to review the team, vehicles, 
technical equipment, military 

performances, martial arts, 
qigong, as well as the forces’ 
readiness to handle any gath-
erings of disrupters, riots, se-
curity incidents, terrorism sce-
narios, and rescuing hostages 
on high-rise buildings and 

protecting important figures.
In addition to the armed 

forces, Hanoi health workers 
also took part in the rehearsal 
to test preparedness for med-
ical incidents. VIET NaM NEWS/

aSIa NEWS NETWORK

IndonesIan President joko “jokowi” Widodo 
inaugurated a newly improved Istiqlal Mosque 
in jakarta last week, after it had undergone large-
scale renovations since May 2019. 

The largest mosque in southeast asia, Istiqlal’s 
renovation cost 511 billion rupiah ($ 36.27 mil-
lion), paid for by the state budget of a country 
with the world’s largest Muslim population.

jokowi said this sum covered various upgrades, in-
cluding expanded parking capacity, improvements 
in landscaping and maintenance of the plaza.

But the Covid-19 outbreak had spread to Indo-
nesia by then, sparking a frenzied government 
response that at one point shut down places of 
worship around the country.

according to the government’s official tally as 
of january 8, Indonesia had logged 808,340 con-
firmed cases of the disease and 23,753 deaths, 
breaking previous daily records for three consec-
utive days, although the scale of the crisis might 
actually be higher if not for poor testing. 

With Istiqlal’s official relaunch, held barely a 
week before the bulk of regions in java and Bali 
are to see the imposition of new activity and 
mobility restrictions, jokowi hopes the new look 
helps heighten the Muslim community’s devo-
tion to God and be made a global example.

“The mosque should set an example for other 
mosques worldwide in terms of spreading Is-
lamic values while also establishing tolerance 
and peace at the same time,” jokowi said, as 
quoted by tempo.co. 

according to the grand imam of Istiqlal, nasar-
uddin umar, the large-scale renovation took 14 
months and involved 1,000 workers.

It also included the construction of an under-
ground tunnel, dubbed the “brotherhood tun-
nel”, to connect Istiqlal with the jakarta Cathe-
dral, which is located across the road. THE JaKaRTa 

pOST/aSIa NEWS NETWORK

Mounted police force 
under Vietnam’s mobile 
police unit. VIETNaM NEWS 

aGENCY/VIET NaM NEWS



12 THE PHNOM PENH POST  january  12, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Opinion

 EDITORIAL PERSONNEL

Publisher & Chief Executive Offi cer

Ly Tayseng

Managing Editor Post Khmer

Sam Rith

Deputy Chief of Staff

Phak Seangly

Business Editor

May Kunmakara

Deputy Business Editor

Sangeetha Amarthalingam

Deputy Head of Lifestyle Desk

Pan Simala

Senior Reporters

Meas Sokchea, Niem Chheng

Reporters

Khouth Sophak Chakrya, Kim Sarom, 

Long Kimmarita,  Hin Pisei, Mom Kunthear, 

Hong Raksmey, Pann Rethea, Voun Dara, 

Roth Sochieata, Orm Bunthoeurn, 

Soth Koemsoeun, Thou Vireak, Nov Sivutha

Photographers

Heng Chivoan, Hong Menea, Hean Rangsey

Web Editor

Leang Phannara

Digital Team

Sous Chanthy, Pang Vichea, Suy Sovandy

 SIEM REAP BUREAU

Offi ce Manager

Sophearith Blondeel 

 PRODUCTION & PRINTING

Head of Desktop Publishing

Nhim Sokphyrak

Desktop Publishing

Suon Savatdy, Chum Sokunthy, Danh Borath   

Tep Thoeun Thyda, Tim Borith, Than Veasna

 

HEAD OFFICE

Post Media Co., Ltd. 

The Elements Condominium Level 7,

Hun Sen Boulevard, Phum Prek Talong,

Sangkat Chak Angre Krom,12353, Phnom 

Penh, Cambodia

Tel: 023 888 161, 023 888 162

Cellcard: 078 555 166, 078 555 133

Smart: 086 822 999, 086 277 999

 SIEM REAP

No 629, Street 6, Dangkum Commune

Tel: 063 966 290, Fax: 063 966 590

 COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT

Chief Operating Offi cer

James Ong Soon Teck

Advertising Department

Chap Narith, 017 996 241

Hun Channet, 017 578 768

Prach Monnyreak, 015 239 293 

Keo Puthy, 012 966 605

Phon Sok Chea, 012 717 404 

Jessa Piastro, 092 445 983

 CIRCULATION & DISTRIBUTION

Acting Distribution Manager

Thenh Rithy, 087 888 854

Circulation Supervisor

Nou Chanthy, 096 999 2828

Yim Veasna, 015 814 499

 ADMINISTRATION

Admin & HR Manager

Pich Socheat

Assistants Admin & HR Manager

Nhel Soaphea

Financial Director

Heang Tangmeng

Chief Accountant

Sren Vicheka

Treasurers

Sok Sophorn, Yon Sovannara, 

Cheam Sopheak, Huy Hamsovannary

IT Manager

Seng Nak, Vong Oun

TO CONTACT US

newsroom@phnompenhpost.com

advertising@phnompenhpost.com

subscription@phnompenhpost.com

webmaster@phnompenhpost.com

www.phnompenhpost.com

© Post Media Co., Ltd

The Phnom Penh Post is wholly owned 

and printed by Post Media Co., Ltd. The 

title The Phnom Penh Post in either 

English or Khmer languages, its associ-

ated logos or devices and the contents of 

this publication may not be reproduced 

in whole or in part without the written 

consent of Post Media Co., Ltd.

www.phnompenhpost.com

www.phnompenhpost.com

I
n THE early stages of the Cov-
id-19 pandemic, it was common 
to divide countries and their 
responses according to their 

political systems. as of late 2020, 
however, it was clear that the real 
dividing line was not political but 
geographical. regardless of whether 
a country is democratic or authori-
tarian, an island or continental, 
Confucian or Buddhist, communi-
tarian or individualistic, if it is East 
asian, Southeast asian, or australa-
sian, it has managed Covid-19 better 
than any European or north ameri-
can country.

While this line is not exactly hemi-
spheric, it is close enough to be sug-
gestive. Even asia’s worst performers 
in terms of public health, such as the 
Philippines and Indonesia, control-
led the pandemic more effectively 
than did Europe’s biggest and wealth-
iest countries. notwithstanding rea-
sonable doubts about the quality and 
accuracy of the reported mortality 
data in the case of the Philippines 
(and India), the fact remains that you 
were much likelier to die of Covid-19 
in 2020 if you were European or 
american than if you were asian.

Comprehensive, interdisciplinary 
research is urgently needed to 
explain these performance differen-
tials. Because much of our current 
understanding is anecdotal and 
insufficiently pan-regional, it is vul-
nerable to political exploitation and 
distortion. To help all countries pre-
pare for future biological threats, sev-
eral specific questions need to be 
explored. First is the extent to which 
the experience of SarS, MErS, avian 
flu, and other disease outbreaks in 
many asian countries left a legacy of 
health-system preparedness and 
public receptiveness to anti-trans-
mission messaging.

Clearly, some asian countries have 
benefitted from existing structures 
designed to prevent outbreaks of 
tuberculosis, cholera, typhoid, HIV/
aIDS, and other infectious diseases. 
For example, as of 2014, japan had 
48,452 public-health nurses (PHns), 
7,266 of whom were employed in 
public-health centres where they 
could be mobilised quickly to assist 
with Covid-19 contact tracing. 
although occupational definitions 
vary, one can compare these figures 
with those for England, where just 
350-750 PHns served 11,000 patients 
in 2014. (England’s population is 
roughly half the size of japan’s.)

We also will need a better under-
standing of the effect of specific poli-
cies, such as rapidly closing borders 
and suspending international travel. 

Likewise, some countries did a much 
better job than others at protecting 
care homes and other facilities for 
the elderly – especially in countries 
(notably japan and South Korea) with 
a high proportion of people over 65.

Moreover, the effectiveness of pub-
lic-health communications clearly 
varied across countries, and it is pos-
sible that genetic differences and 
past programmes of anti-tuberculo-
sis vaccination may have helped limit 
the spread of the coronavirus in 
some areas. Only with rigorous 

empirical research will we have the 
information we need to prepare for 
future threats.

Many are also wondering what 
asia’s relative success will mean for 
public policymaking and geopolitics 
after the pandemic. If future histori-
ans want a precise date for when the 
‘asian Century’ began, they may be 
tempted to choose 2020, just as the 
uS publisher Henry Luce dated the 
‘american Century’ from the onset of 
World War II.

But this particular comparison sug-

gests that any such judgment may be 
premature. after all, Luce’s america 
was an individual superpower. 
Emerging victorious from the war, it 
would go on to claim and define its 
era (in competition with another 
superpower, the Soviet union). The 
asian Century, by contrast, will fea-
ture an entire continent comprising a 
wide range of countries.

In other words, it is not simply 
about China. To be sure, the rising 
new superpower has been notably 
successful in coping with the pan-

demic after its initial failures. But its 
scope for asserting systemic superi-
ority is circumscribed by the fact that 
so many other asian countries have 
been equally successful without Chi-
nese assistance.

The post-war comparison also may 
be premature for economic reasons. 
asian countries’ economic perform-
ance in 2020 did not match the suc-
cess of their pandemic response. 
While Vietnam and China have beat-
en the rest of the world in terms of 
GDP growth, the uS has not fared too 

badly, despite its failure to manage 
the virus. With forecasts pointing to a 
3.6 per cent contraction for the year, 
the uS is in better shape than every 
European economy, as well as japan, 
Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, the 
Philippines, and others in asia. The 
difference is largely a function of 
interconnectedness: compared to the 
uS, many asian economies are more 
exposed to trade and travel bans, 
which cut deeply into the tourism 
industry.

although China’s public health and 
economic outcomes have been better 
than the West’s in 2020, it has neither 
found nor really sought a political or 
diplomatic advantage from the crisis. 
If anything, China has become more 
aggressive toward nearby neighbours 
and countries like australia. This sug-
gests that Chinese leaders are not 
even trying to build an asian network 
of friends and supporters.

How China approaches the issue of 
international debt restructurings – 
especially those connected with its 
Belt and road Initiative – will be a 
key test in 2021. But, of course, the 
uS and the rest of the West also will 
be tested, and on a wide range of 
issues, from international finance to 
sociopolitical stability.

It may be too soon to announce a 
new historical epoch; but it is not too 
early to start absorbing the lessons of 
asia’s public-health success. KATHMANDU 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Opinion
Bill Emmott

Whose post-pandemic century?

Roman Catholic devotees wearing face masks, face shields and observing social distancing attend mass near Quiapo church in Manila, the 
Philippines, during the annual celebration of the feast of the Black Nazarene. Even Asia’s worst performers in terms of of public health, 
such as the Philippines and Indonesia, controlled the pandemic more effectively than did Europe’s biggest and wealthiest countries. AfP

It may be too soon to announce 
a new historical epoch but not 
too early to absorb the lessons 
of Asia’s public-health success
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Lifestyle
‘run with Sai’ 
effort inspires 
youth’s charity 
school project 
Roth Sochieata

T
HE “run with Sai” 
campaign started in 
October last year at 
the royal university 

of Phnom Penh (ruPP).
Then, after racing around 

the country for charity for over 
three months, Sai crossed the 
finish line on january 10 – ar-
riving at the place where it had 
all started 97 days prior.

uon Pakthom (aka Sai) is 
a Cambodian singer and en-
tertainer whose dedication to 
charity has been an inspira-
tion to many.

One of the people inspired 
by Sai is Chy nikko, a 15-year-
old girl who says she was mo-
tivated to follow Sai’s positive 
example and try to “run with 
Sai” herself to raise funds for 
The rabbit School.

Her run for charity lasted 
from january 3-7, with three 
days of running and a one day 
break.

nikko’s run started as Sai’s 
was nearing its end after more 
than 90 days.

although she didn’t match 
Sai’s 99-day total, she showed 
remarkable endurance by 
running from Prey Veng to 
Kandal province with him, a 
distance of 100km.

nikko is a Grade 10 student 
at northbridge International 
School Cambodia (nISC). The 
school requires each student to 
work on a project that they are 
passionate about and which 
aids the community.

after nikko and her father 
met Sai by chance at an ath-
letic-wear store while he was 
shopping for running shoes, 

nikko suddenly realised what 
her school project should be.

“The day we met Bong Sai, 
it was one week before he 
started his run around Cam-
bodia for the angkor Hospital 
for Children,” nikko said, us-
ing the Khmer kinship term 
“bong” for addressing some-
one who is typically (up to 
two decades) older.

“My dad introduced me to 
him and explained his cam-
paign and goals. I thought 
maybe I could run with him 
one day.

“It wasn’t until later on that 
the idea became serious. af-
ter following his run on social 
media for several weeks, I was 
very inspired by it all.

“I decided to call him and 
propose this project of fund-
raising for The rabbit School. 
Within the week, we’d worked 
out an agreement to run to-
gether,” nikko explained.

The rabbit School is a Cam-
bodian nGO that was estab-
lished in May 1997 to provide 
education for children with 
special needs.

nikko first visited The rab-
bit School with her parents 
when she was 7 or 8, and the 
experience stuck with her and 
motivated her to want to help 
the children there who were 
less fortunate than herself.

Hun Touch, the director of 
The rabbit School, told nikko 
that many parents in Cambo-
dia are ashamed of having a 
child with autism and that in 
the past, many people with 
autism or intellectual disabil-
ities had been treated inhu-
manely by society, which only 
made their conditions worse.

“I believe what could help 
them thrive and integrate 
into society is giving them a 
supportive environment to 
grow instead of a negative one 
where they are bullied and 
looked down upon,” she says. 

nikko also recruited her 
good friend Lim Dalen to run 
with her. Soon, more people 
wanted to join her, and she had 
a total of six additional friends 
running alongside her and Sai 
most days, as well as one of 
her teachers from nISC. 

Dalen says that no one in 
their group had ever run that 
far, and while it wasn’t easy to 
endure all the physical aches 
and pains, she feels the expe-
rience has taught her impor-
tant lessons. 

“I’ve learned to overcome 
the pain. It was too far, and it 
was too hot. But we reached 
our goal despite those chal-
lenges. It was a very good 

experience for me. I have no 
regrets. I never thought I’d be 
able to do something like that 
myself,” she says. 

nikko adds that part of the 
difficulty they faced was due 
to the uneven surface of the 
country roads and national 
roads which made their knees 
hurt. along the way, they were 
also frequently startled by 
barking dogs that would sud-
denly appear at the roadside 
as they ran past.

Despite the tough time they 
had on their run, nikko says 
she is grateful for the lessons 
she has learned from it.

“I have learned a lot of valu-
able lessons. The challenge 
posed by the distance, in and 
of itself, was far outside my 
comfort zone. at the same 
time, finishing each of the 
runs was very rewarding per-
sonally, and it was also great to 
see the spirit of teamwork mo-

tivating everyone,” she says.
They raised money for The 

rabbit School by asking peo-
ple to pledge a certain amount 
for each kilometre they man-
aged to run. The total they had 
raised by the end of their final 
day of running on january 7 
was around $13,000. 

The money will go towards 
the purchase of learning ma-
terials, the operating costs 
of the school, salary for the 
teachers and scholarships for 
families who can’t afford the 
school’s tuition fees. 

“I hope people can find it in 
their hearts to take the initia-
tive and do more humanitar-
ian work. Bong Sai provided 
us all with a marvellous ex-
ample, but you don’t need to 
be a celebrity to make a dif-
ference. 

“It doesn’t matter how old 
you are or if you’re rich or 
famous. Everyone can do 

something impactful and 
meaningful to help others in 
need if they’d only try,” nikko 
concluded.

Sai made the final 21km 
stretch of his “run with Sai” 
campaign from Kandal to 
ruPP early on january 10. His 
total running distance was 
2,408km across 21 provinces 
and cities in 97 days, thereby 
raising hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars for angkor 
Hospital for Children. 

nikko has already reached 
her 100km goal as well, but 
there’s a lot you can still do 
to help if you’d like to donate 
money to the fundraiser for 
The rabbit School. 

Donate via aBa account: 
009 992 021 (Chy nikko and 
Sor Sothearom).

any amount you can give is 
welcome and nikko, Sai and 
The rabbit School thank you 
for your kind generosity.

Nikko ran 100km from Prey Veng to Kandal province for five days with Sai to raise funds for The Rabbit School. Supplied

Nikko (left) was inspired by Sai (centre) to raise funds to support children with special needs. 
Supplied

Part of the difficulty Nikko faced when running was due to the uneven surface of the country roads and 
national roads which made her knees hurt. Supplied



I
ndIa will hold a mass 
nationwide online “cow 
science” exam next 
month, in the latest push 

by the Hindu nationalist gov-
ernment to promote and pro-
tect the sacred animal.

The hour-long test on Febru-
ary 25, open to children and 
adults as well as foreigners, 
comprises 100 multiple-choice 
questions in Hindi, English 
and 12 regional languages.

The aim is to assess the pub-
lic’s knowledge and “sensitise 
and educate” them, accord-
ing to the RKa cow protection 
agency created by Prime Min-
ister narendra Modi’s admin-
istration.

The Ministry of Fisheries, 
animal Husbandry and dairy-
ing said: “Certificates will be 
given to all. Successful merito-
rious candidates will be given 

prizes and certificates.
RKa chief Vallabhbhai 

Kathiria said: “The cow is full 
of science and economics. 
People are not aware of the 
true economic and scientific 
value of the animal.”

accompanying study ma-
terial released by the RKa 
includes information on dif-
ferent breeds of cow as well as 
the theory that slaughtering 
animals causes earthquakes.

Many from India’s over-
whelming Hindu majority 
consider cows sacred but un-
der Modi’s rule the animal has 
increasingly become a politi-
cal and sectarian flashpoint.

His government has made 
cows a top priority and in-
vested millions of dollars in 
programmes to protect the 
animal and research the uses 
for bovine dung and urine.

Cow slaughter and eating 
beef has become illegal in 
many parts of the culturally 
diverse and officially secu-
lar country, while sentences 
elsewhere have increased.

There have been a string 
of attacks by vigilante Hindu 
groups on Muslims and low-
caste Hindus who have tra-
ditionally eaten beef and dis-
posed of cow carcasses.

On January 5, the southern 
state of Karnataka amended 
its cow protection law to 
give police increased powers 
to search and arrest anyone 
without a warrant suspected 
of cow slaughter.

The state government, con-
trolled by Modi’s Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP), enhanced 
jail terms to seven years and 
fines to one million rupees 
($13,700) for offenders. AFP

GIanT snow mazes, illumi-
nated frozen towers and crys-
tal palaces etched from vast 
blocks of ice greeted visitors 
to China’s annual ice festival 
in Harbin.

The frozen dreamscapes 
have drawn millions of visi-
tors over the years to the win-
tery northeastern city, which 
opened the festival on Janu-
ary 5 despite small Covid-19 
outbreaks across China.

Preparations for the an-
nual winter celebration begin 
weeks in advance, with work-

ers mining millions of cubic 
feet of ice from the surface of 
the Songhua river over long, 
gruelling shifts.

Walls of ice carved into the 
shape of a giant flower were 
lit up on January 5 night as 
the festival opened.

The 2022 Beijing Winter 
Games have inspired a push 
across China to promote win-
ter sports and tourism, with 
the number of Chinese snow 
resorts increasing nearly 
fourfold in the past decade.

China has largely brought 

coronavirus infections under 
control domestically, with en-
tertainment and cultural ven-
ues reopening and life largely 
returning to normal in recent 
months.

But small outbreaks in mul-
tiple cities have prompted 
authorities to step up testing 
and travel restrictions.

Visitors to this year’s festival 
are required to show a “health 
code” on a contact-tracing 
app and have their tempera-
tures measured before enter-
ing venues. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Tip-top
  5 Some are hard-boiled
  9 Skier’s transport
 13 Overly formal
 14 Rhythm’s partner
 16 Be a monarch
 17 Term of endearment
 19 Gossiper’s topic
 20 Some sung psalms
 21 Calms down
 23 Architects’ works
 24 Sam the detective
 25 It may be applied near the base
 26 Null companion
 27 Old JVC rival
 30 Japanese peak
 33 Category of artistic work
 34 Ripken in the Hall
 35 Become mature
 36 Desert
 38 Sky sighting
 39 Needing hospital care
 40 Relative importance
 41 Fencer’s sword
 42 Like Abner?

 43 River dot
 44 Shiny chrome wheel
 46 Approvals
 48 “Absolutely”
 52 Nonstick stuff
 54 Island near Corsica
 55 Colored eye part
 56 Musical get-together
 58 Legalese for “unless”
 59 Suitable in every way
 60 Creates from raw stuff, in a way
 61 Have a yearning
 62 What big eyes they have
 63 Collar insert
DOWN
  1 Ladybug’s lunch
  2 Hideous old woman
  3 After-dinner treats
  4 Old profs
  5 Going out, as the tide
  6 Satiates
  7 Holster items
  8 Min. part
  9 Three-tone chord
 10 Yellow wildflower
 11 Windward’s opposite

 12 Sleep stages
 15 Simpson attorney Robert
 18 Exercise in contemplation
 22 When doubled, a German spa
 24 Observation balloon
 26 Trial’s locale
 28 It may be alfresco
 29 Cosmetic ingredient
 30 Get an F
 31 Homely citrus fruit
 32 Spineless sort
 33 Causes vexation
 36 Message boat
 37 Dog that can’t bark
 41 “Me” types
 44 Some mushrooms
 45 Comments further
 47 Cow on the carton
 48 Like a cold sufferer
 49 An Eastern Christian
 50 Flora and fauna
 51 Aromatic herb
 52 Singer Turner
 53 Clapton on guitar
 54 Diving duck
 57 “Without further ___ ...”

“SPREAD IT AROUND” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution

India set to hold mass 
nat’l ‘cow science’ exam

Frozen towers, palaces stun 
visitors at Harbin ice festival

People look at ice sculptures at the Harbin Ice and Snow Festival in Harbin, in northeastern China’s Heilongjiang 
province on January 5. AFP

Hindu devotees worship a cow during the Gopashtami festival on November 22, 2020. India will hold a mass 
nationwide online ‘cow science’ exam next month. AFP
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roma leveller stalls Inter as juventus 
beat Sassuolo, close gap in Serie a
I

nter Milan’s title push took a 
knock on january 10 as a 2-2 
draw at rivals roma allowed aC 
Milan to finish the weekend with 

a three-point lead at the top of the Se-
rie a table.

Champions juventus also benefited 
from the stalemate, powering up to 
fourth with a 3-1 win over 10-man 
Sassuolo.

Inter are three points behind aC Mi-
lan, who beat torino 2-0 on january 9, 
with roma a further three points be-
hind in third.

juventus are just a point behind 
roma after claiming a third consecu-
tive win for the first time this season.

“It was important to give continuity 
and win tonight, because otherwise 
the match played on Wednesday [jan-
uary 6] at San Siro was useless,” said 
juventus coach andrea Pirlo whose 
side ended aC Milan’s 27-match un-
beaten run midweek.

In rome, Inter’s stalemate was a 
blow for antonio Conte’s side whose 
eight-match winning streak ended 
against Sampdoria midweek.

Chasing a first Serie a title since 2010, 
Inter play juventus in the San Siro next 
weekend in what could be one of the 
defining clashes of the season.

Lorenzo Pellegrini gave roma the 
lead after a quarter of an hour in the 
Stadio Olimpico.

Inter fought back with Milan Skrin-
iar heading in the equaliser 11 min-
utes after the break with achraf Ha-
kimi adding a second seven minutes 
later with a superb curling effort.

But with the clock ticking, Inter 
could not resist the roman pressure 
with defender Mancini getting his 
head to a Gonzalo Villar cross four 
minutes from time.

“at the end of the match, sometimes 
there is a certain fear in the face of an 
important result which prompts you 
to drop off,” said Conte.

“We had the chance to kill off the 

game but couldn’t manage it.”
roma could also rue their missed 

opportunities as they  play eighth-
placed city rivals Lazio, who beat Par-
ma 2-0, next weekend.

“We had 15-20 minutes in the sec-
ond half which were fatal,” said roma 
coach Paulo Fonseca.

Juve feel the pain
In turin, it was a bruising clash for 

the reigning champions, who are 
chasing their 10th title in a row, as they 
lost forward Paulo Dybala and Weston 
McKennie to injury in the first half.

Midfielder McKennie pulled up af-
ter 18 minutes with a muscle problem 
and was replaced by Welsh interna-
tional ramsey.

Dybala was substituted three min-
utes before the break for a knock to his 
left knee.

juve are already without alex Sandro, 

juan Cuadrado and Matthijs de Ligt 
who tested positive for coronavirus.

there was also a scare for forward 
Federico Chiesa, who was left scream-
ing in pain and clutching his left ankle 
following a Pedro Obiang tackle which 
saw the Sassuolo midfielder see red 
before the break.

Defender Danilo put juventus ahead 
in the 50th minute.

But seven minutes later Sassuolo 
pulled level with Gregoire Defrel bril-
liantly finishing off a Hamed junior 
traore through ball.

ramsey gave juventus the advan-
tage again eight minutes from time 
when he tapped in a Gianluca Frabot-
ta cross to claim his first goal of the 
campaign.

Cristiano ronaldo completed the 
scoring deep into injury time, rifling 
in his 15th league goal this term.

“It was a painful match, badly man-

aged after our advantage, but the 
important thing was winning even if 
we were a little disorganised,” added 
Pirlo.

Sassuolo drop to seventh after their 
third loss in five games.

napoli bounced backed from their 
shock midweek home loss to defeat 
Spezia with a last-gasp 2-1 win at udi-
nese to sit sixth.

napoli captain Lorenzo Insigne 
converted a penalty in the 15th min-
ute following Kevin Bonifazi’s foul on 
Hirving Lozano.

Kevin Lasagna pulled udinese level 
in the 27th minute, with the hosts 
missing chances to kill off the game 
before tiemoue Bakayoko headed in 
his late winner.

“the team is alive. We suffered, but 
we managed to recover what we had 
lost a few days ago,” said napoli coach 
Gennaro Gattuso. AFP

toulouse rout 
Stade Francais 
as coronavirus 
clouds gather
reCOrD 20-time champions tou-
louse ran in seven tries in a 48-24 
demolition of old rivals Stade Fran-
cais on january 10 to take pole posi-
tion in the French top 14.

It was toulouse’s 10th win of the 
season and sixth in a row and proved 
sweet revenge for their 48-14 mauling 
at the hands of Stade in november.

that setback was the last time tou-
louse lost a game.

Winger Matthis Lebel scored two of 
toulouse’s tries with the 21-year-old 
now the tournament’s leading scorer 
with eight.

antoine Miquel, antoine Dupont and 
yoann Huget, with a brace, as well as a 
penalty try completed the scoring.

Stade, who are fifth in the champi-
onship, have not won in toulouse 
since September 2006.

“We were spanked by them last 
time and we remembered that this 
week,” said Lebel.

“It’s good to be at the top of the cham-
pionship today but the most important 
thing is still to be first at the end.” 

toulouse were also helped into first 
spot when previous leaders La 
rochelle had their game at racing 92 
called off due to a positive Covid-19 
test at the club.

toulon’s home game with Bayonne, 
scheduled for january 8, was also 
postponed.

the French government, mean-
while, has even recommended clubs 
postpone upcoming european Cup 
matches with British teams due to the 
new Covid-19 variant.

the decision casts a doubt over the 
final two rounds of pool matches 
scheduled to start next weekend.

a meeting to discuss this year’s Six 
nations, set to begin on February 6, will 
also take place in the coming days.

Former France coach Philippe Saint-
andre said it was a blow to the squad’s 
morale to lose his second game in charge 
of strugglers Montpellier, a last-gasp 
23-22 defeat at Brive, despite having 
enjoyed a 19-0 half-time lead.

Saint-andre, who took over from the 
sacked Xavier Garbajosa last weekend, 
also tasted defeat on january 6 at Lyon.

“We played well for the first half. If we 
want to stay in the top 14 we have to play 
well for 80 minutes,” Saint-andre said.

“For the morale, it’s difficult, the 
players gave a lot,” he added.

Montpellier led comfortably at the 
break as France’s arthur Vincent and 
anthony Bouthier, deputising at fly-
half for South africa’s Handre Pollard 
who has been out since September 
with a serious knee injury, were on the 
scoresheet.

the pair were set to be named in 
France’s Six nations squad on january 
11 along with team-mates Paul Wil-
lemse and Mohammed Hoauas.

Prop Haouas, who will be ques-
tioned on january 29 for an alleged 
robbery of a tobacconist, was shown 
a yellow card for a high tackle after 
two minutes of the second half.

Brive snatched victory in the last 
minute when hooker thomas acqui-
er muscled his way over for a con-
verted try.

Saint-andre’s men remain in the rel-
egation play-off spot and are winless in 
six games as Brive move up to ninth.

argentina winger Bautista Delguy 
claimed a double as Bordeaux-Begles 
overcame Lyon 31-9 and Clermont 
beat Pau 42-31.

On january 9, Fiji sevens internation-
al Vilimoni Botitu claimed his first top 
14 try in Castres’ 39-23 home victory 
over agen to extend the bottom side’s 
winless run to 14 matches. AFP

tour, tokyo Olympics on tap for cyclists in 2021
a MOunt Fuji showdown adds a 
glint of Olympic gold to a 2021 cycling 
season in which tadej Pogacar must 
expect a ferocious counter-attack 
from the big guns targeting the main 
prize, his tour de France title.

Ineos’s defending champion egan 
Bernal wilted in September’s delayed 
edition of the tour and jumbo star 
Primoz roglic choked leaving the door 
ajar for Pogacar’s stunning smash-
and-grab.

although Ineos won the Giro’ 
d’Italia with tao Geoghegan Hart 
and roglic took the Vuelta a espana, 

they felt like scant consolation.
Bernal returns to the fray stronger, 

his back problem resolved, the shad-
ow of Chris Froome gone from the 
team, and powerful recruits richie 
Porte and adam yates ready to sup-
port him.

“the truth is we are preparing for 
the tour de France, it’s the most 
important race in the world,” Bernal 
said in a break from altitude training 
in Colombia this week.

the tour de France starts slightly ear-
lier than usual on june 26, and finishes 
as the Olympic Games start in tokyo. 

the Giro d’Italia runs from May 
8-30, the Vuelta a espana starts on 
September 15 and the world champi-
onships are in Flanders from Septem-
ber 18.

‘Good generation’
Pogacar’s amazing last-gasp win on 

last year’s tour de France proved that 
‘gung ho’ tactics, even without a strong 
team, can deliver.

“I have never seen such a good gen-
eration,” five-time tour winner Ber-
nard Hinault, now 66, said last 
month.

“[remco] evenepoel, [Mathieu] van 
der Poel, Bernal, Pogacar . . . there’s a 
whole crowd of them!”

the boss of Deceuninck Quick-Step 
Patrick Lefevere said he agrees with 
Hinault.

“Who can say why the wine of one 
year is better then another?,” Lefevere 
said.

His team won more races than any 
other over the past two seasons and 
the Belgian said 2021 may provide as 
many surprises as 2020.

“Who knows what can happen in 
2021?,” he said of his breakout star 
joao almeida who wore the Giro 
leader’s pink jersey for 15 days in 
2020.

“nobody saw it coming. at 20, to do 
that on his first Grand tour and finish 
fourth in the GC isn’t just great, it’s 
absolutely fantastic.” 

High praise from Lefevere who has 

world champion julian alaphilippe, 
Irish tour de France sprint-points 
champion Sam Bennett and veteran 
winner of 30 tour de France stages 
Mark Cavendish on his star-studded 
roster.

amid this cluster of talent, wunder-
kind evenepoel would still be just 20 
if he were to win either the tour, Giro 
or an Olympic gold in 2021.

Winner of every race he entered in 
2020, his season ended in disaster, 
however, with a horrifying plunge into 
a ravine at the tour of Lombardy last 
august.

He broke his pelvis in the accident.
Should plans remain the same as 

last year, riders will be hurried from 
the Champs elysees at the end of the 
tour straight to Charles de Gaulle air-
port for a flight to tokyo and a shot at 
Olympic gold.

“I can tell you that my riders are fas-
cinated by it [an Olympic gold], they 
want it and it has a major effect on 
them,” said Lefevere.

Way before tokyo, however, four-
time tour de France champion 
Froome will have an early chance to 
impress with new team Israel Start-
up nation.

the 35-year-old makes his bow at 
the Vuelta a San juan in argentina at 
the end of this month.

Meanwhile, and in a sign of the 
times, Pogacar’s uae emirates team 
were all vaccinated against Covid-19 
this week in a cycling first. AFP

Roma’s Spanish goalkeeper Pau Lopez deflects a shot during the Italian Serie A football match AS Rome vs Inter Milan on Sunday 
at the Olympic stadium in Rome. AFP

Team UAE Emirates rider Slovenia’s Tadej Pogacar rides on the Champs Elysees avenue 
during the 21st and last stage of the 107th edition of the Tour de France cycling race. AFP
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Fa Cup: Fourth-tier Crawley stuns Leeds
L

eeds suffered a humili-
ating Fa Cup exit against 
Crawley as the League Two 
side swept to a stunning 

3-0 win, while eighth-tier Marine’s 
hopes of causing the competition’s 
greatest shock were crushed in a 
5-0 defeat against Tottenham.

after the spiking coronavirus pan-
demic wreaked havoc with matches 
across the third round on january 8-9, 
the Fa Cup was back on more familiar 
ground on january 10 as Leeds became 
the competition’s latest big name to be 
knocked out by a feisty underdog.

While Marine’s romantic adventure 
was cut short by Carlos Vinicius’s hat-
trick and Chelsea and Manchester City 
progressed to the fourth round with 
ease, Crawley’s unexpected success 
encapsulated the Fa Cup’s unique 
charm at a time when football is badly 
in need of some positive news.

numerous clubs have been hit by 
Covid-19 problems as the new vari-
ant sweeps across Britain, forcing 
aston Villa and derby to field teams 
of youth players for third round 
defeats against Liverpool and non-
league Chorley respectively.

despite calls for the english sea-
son to be halted, the Fa Cup goes on 
for now and Crawley relished their 
chance to steal the spotlight.

Leeds sit 12th in the Premier League 
after a fine first season back in the top-
flight, but boss Marcelo Bielsa paid 
the price for making seven changes at 
The People’s Pension stadium.

On a fairytale day for Crawley, it 
was fitting that nick Tsaroulla should 
open the scoring with his first career 
goal in the 51st minute.

ashley nadesan’s low shot crept 
under Kiko Casilla to double Craw-
ley’s lead two minutes later and jor-

dan Tunnicliffe wrapped up the vic-
tory after 70 minutes.

“These players have got a lot to 
prove to the clubs who have released 
them and we’ve showed what we 
can do against a really good side,” 
Crawley boss john yems said.

rubbing salt into Leeds’ wounds, 
Crawley handed a debut to former 
reality television star Mark Wright as 
a late substitute.

How much Bielsa knew about Wright 
is in doubt, but he insisted he wasn’t 

surprised by Crawley’s display.
“It’s not a question of surprise. 

We knew the characteristics of their 
players. We had the ball for a long 
period of time but we couldn’t do 
much with it,” Bielsa said.

Vibrant Vinicius
Marine, of the northern Premier 

League division One north West, 
were trying to bridge the biggest gap 
– 161 places – between opponents in 
Fa Cup history.

Marine’s squad is comprised of 
teachers, nHs staff, bin men and fac-
tory workers, with their tiny stadium 
in the Merseyside town of Crosby 
providing a surreal setting for the 
visit of jose Mourinho’s stars.

appropriately for a match against 
a team named after a local pub, virus 
restrictions meant Tottenham had to 
change in a stadium function room 
with a bar.

Marine’s ground is lined on one side 
by houses, so a few lucky locals were 

able to watch for free as neil Kengni 
almost gave Marine the lead when his 
30-yard drive cannoned off the bar.

Tottenham, without Harry Kane 
and son Heung-min, took control 
thanks to two close range finishes 
by Vinicius in six minutes. Lucas 
Moura struck with a fine free-kick in 
the 32nd minute and Vinicius com-
pleted his treble five minutes later

alfie devine enjoyed a debut to 
remember when the substitute fired 
home in the 60th minute, making 
him Tottenham’s youngest ever 
scorer at 16 years and 163 days.

“The boys were professionals and 
didn’t stop until the game was over. 
The attitude means a lot for me 
and also for the competition and to 
Marine’s guys, because they felt we 
played seriously,” Mourinho said.

Chelsea, Fa Cup runners-up last 
season, thrashed League Two team 
Morecambe 4-0.

Mason Mount marked his 22nd 
birthday with a 25-yard strike and, 
after 12 games without a goal, Timo 
Werner finally got on the scoresheet 
in the 44th minute. 

Callum Hudson-Odoi and Kai Hav-
ertz netted in the second half.

Manchester City cruised to a 3-0 
win against second tier Birming-
ham at the etihad stadium, with two 
goals from  Bernardo silva and one 
from Phil Foden.

Brighton needed penalties to see 
off League Two newport County af-
ter both sides scored in injury time 
in a 1-1 draw.

solly March’s opener for the Pre-
mier League side was cancelled out 
by adam Webster’s own goal, but 
after no further goals in extra-time, 
Webster made amends with the win-
ning spot-kick. AFP

australia’s long, tough battle with racism in sport 
THe alleged racist abuse of Indian 
players by fans at the third Test in syd-
ney is just the latest in a litany of 
similar incidents to mar sport in aus-
tralia, with authorities struggling to 
stamp out the problem.

Cricket chiefs vowed tough action, 
including bans, fines and referral to 
police if spectators were proven to 
have hurled racist taunts after two 
incidents on separate days overshad-
owed the blockbuster clash.

But it remains an ongoing, albeit 
isolated, issue.

Fast bowlers Mohammed siraj and 

jasprit Bumrah were apparently tar-
geted while they fielded near the 
boundary ropes of the sydney Cricket 
Ground late on january 9, with reports 
that they were called “monkey”, among 
other insults.

In a second incident, play was halt-
ed on january 10 when siraj ran from 
the boundary toward the umpires, 
pointing into the crowd. It was not 
immediately clear what was said, but 
six men were ejected and investiga-
tions are under way.

Veteran Indian spinner ravi ashwin 
said it wasn’t a new problem for visiting 

teams, claiming he had been on the 
end of “nasty” abuse across four tours 
to the country, with sydney the worst.

“This has been a continual thing at 
sydney, I have personally experienced 
it as well,” he said.

“If I take myself back to my first tour 
in 2011-12, I had no clue about racial 
abuse and how you can be made to 
feel small in front of so many people. 

“and the people actually laugh at 
you when you get abused, I had no 
idea what this was about.

Online trolls
“When I stood at the boundary 

line you wanted to stand another 10 
yards in to keep yourself away from 
these things .. . this is definitely not 
acceptable.”

The australia team had formed a 
“barefoot circle” ahead of the four-
Test series against the cricketing pow-
erhouse to demonstrate opposition 
to racism and celebrate aboriginal 
culture.

Cricket australia strongly con-
demned the weekend incidents, as did 
deputy Prime Minister Michael McCor-
mack, who said: “There is no place for 
racism in australia. We are a tolerant 
country and the most successful mul-
ticultural nation in the world.”

But it has been an issue in australian 
sport stretching back decades, on and 
off the field.

Former australian Test star usman 

Khawaja has previously said he was 
abused so much growing up that he 
refused to support the national side, 
and claimed racism once even played 
a role in selections for the team.

Khawaja, who immigrated as a child, 
battled the odds to become australia’s 
first Pakistan-born national player, 
but it wasn’t easy.

“Getting sledged by opposition play-
ers and their parents was the norm. 
some of them said it just quietly 
enough for only me to hear,” he wrote 
several years ago.

as he got older, he said australia also 
grew up and “I started to understand 
that the minority of australians who 
did treat me this way were just that, a 
minority”.

allrounder dan Christian has also 
been a victim, mostly from online 
trolls, revealing last year he was tar-
geted for speaking up about “casual 
racism” in cricket.

‘It’s definitely there’
One of just six Indigenous players to 

represent australia at international 
level, he said it wasn’t “as in-your-face 
as you might see elsewhere around the 
world” but that “it’s definitely there”.

Football has also been tarnished, with 
Brisbane roar goalkeeper jamie young, 
who is of sri Lankan and scottish 
descent, racially abused by a disgrun-
tled fan in 2018. The perpetrator was 
banned from future home games.

australia’s most popular spectator 
sport, aussie rules, which is similar to 
Ireland’s Gaelic football and has long 
featured Indigenous stars, has been 
one of the worst culprits, known for 
raucous crowds taunting players.

such behaviour was in bygone days 
considered part and parcel of the 
game, but attitudes began changing 
in the 1990s.

One of the most powerful images 
associated with racism in australian 
sport is of Indigenous st Kilda player 
nicky Winmar, who in 1993 respond-
ed to abuse from Collingwood sup-
porters by lifting his shirt while facing 
the crowd and pointing to his skin.

That gesture is often credited as the 
catalyst to addressing racial vilifica-
tion in australian rules.

It introduced policies in the 1990s 
that made it an offence for players or 
officials to insult someone due to their 
race, religion, ethnicity, colour, nation-
ality or background, with the stance 
subsequently taken up by many other 
sports, including cricket.

But problems persist with adam 
Goodes, one of australia’s most high-
profile Indigenous sportsmen, retir-
ing from aussie rules in 2015 after he 
was subject to repeated booing.

and only last year veteran eddie 
Betts was depicted as a monkey in a 
Twitter post on the same weekend that 
all aFL teams united in support of 
Black Lives Matter. AFP

Crawley Town defender Nick Tsaroulla (right) shoots past Leeds United English midfielder Kalvin Phillips to open the scoring in the 
English FA Cup third round football match between their teams at Broadfield Stadium in Crawley, southern England, on Sunday. AFP

India’s Jasprit Bumrah reacts after the catch of Australia’s captain Tim Paine was 
dropped on the fourth day of the third cricket Test match in Sydney on Sunday. AFP
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