
Thou Vireak

CAMBODIA’S first hybrid corn 
CHM01 will be released to the domes-
tic market later this month in a bid to 
reduce dependence on imported 
varieties for animal feed, according 
to Minister of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries Veng Sakhon.

The move follows more than 200 
performance trials in 2014-2020 and 
a December 29 memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) between the 

ministry and the Korean Project for 
International Agriculture Centre 
(KOPIA) in Cambodia, he said.

The MoU on technical cooperation 
on producing and promoting the 
CHM01 seeds in the Kingdom aims to 
strengthen the capacity of researchers 
and the development of additional 
hybrid corn varieties, he added.

The deal was penned by KOPIA in 
Cambodia director Kim Yong-hwan 
and Ngin Chhay, director-general 
of the ministry’s General Directo-

rate of Agriculture.
Under the MoU, the two sides will 

devise a model for the production and 
distribution of the seeds to farmers as 
well as public presentations and out-
reach in major provinces to boost 
understanding and acceptance.

Corn is classified as the third most 
important crop after rice and cassava, 
with the potential for export and 
domestic supply for animal feed, 
human food and other products.

The ministry registered CHM01 for 

public use in May last year.
Speaking at the signing ceremony, 

Chhay said the MoU seeks to shore 
up the use and trade of the hybrid 
cultivar on the domestic market and 
curtail imports, noting that the deal’s 
underlying project will run from 
January 2021 to December 2023.

“We will continue to experiment 
with new hybrid corn varieties to meet 
market demand and will expand seed

tuesday,  january  5, 2021 Intelligent . In-depth . Independent Issue number 3577 / 4000 rIeL

heavy vehicles near 
ancient temple spark 
concerns over damages

natIOnaL – page 5

slight dip in Japan 
trade, hopes high 
for brighter 2021

busIness – page 6

Border provinces mull delay in classes
Voun Dara

P
ROVINCIAL administrations 
along the Thai border are 
planning to seek intervention 
from the Ministry of Educa-

tion, Youth and Sport to postpone the 
re-opening of schools scheduled for 
January 11 as some have been con-
verted to quarantine sites for migrant 
workers returning from Thailand. 

Battambang deputy provincial gov-

ernor Soeum Bunrith said that from 
December 28 to January 4, some 
1,815 people returned from Thailand 
through the province’s international 
border checkpoints. They are cur-
rently in quarantine with some sites 
located at schools.  

“Any schools that are not being used 
as quarantine centres can re-open for 
the academic year normally, but for 
schools used for quarantine, we must 
request the education ministry to 

postpone its resumption,” he said. 
Bunrith noted that the provincial 

administration has no choice but to 
use schools as quarantine sites 
because hotels and guesthouses 
along the border were not available 
or sufficient for the purpose. 

The provincial administration is 
currently using eight schools and 
one health centre near the frontier 
for quarantining those who return 
to the country. On January 3 alone, 

67 people entered from Thailand. 
Banteay Meanchey deputy gover-

nor Ly Sary said on January 4 that 
people were arriving to the province 
every day, and over 1,000 migrants 
had been quarantined so far.  

“We are using 12 schools and 
health centres as quarantine facili-
ties. We are concerned about the 
re-opening of the academic year on 
January 11 because some of our 
schools are still in use,” he said.

According to Sary, if the circum-
stances of Covid-19 community trans-
mission in Thailand cannot be brought 
under control, provinces bordering 
the neighbouring country must imple-
ment safety policies such as prevent-
ing large gatherings, while school re-
openings could be postponed.

Koh Kong provincial deputy gover-
nor Sok Sothy said 55 people have

India to use 
vaccines in 
Covid fight

First hybrid corn set to be released

INDIA approved the emergency use of 
two Covid-19 vaccines on January 3, as 
nations across the world raced to get 
their populations inoculated to beat 
back surging infection numbers.

More than a year after Covid-19 first 
emerged, it has killed more than 1.8 
million people out of 84 million con-
firmed cases. Governments hope that 
recently approved vaccines can staunch 
the spread of the virus and stop a cycle 
of economically crippling restrictions.

India, the world’s second-most 
infected nation, authorised the use of 
the AstraZeneca/Oxford vaccine as 
well as one produced by local phar-
maceutical firm Bharat Biotech.

The Serum Institute of India, the 
world’s biggest manufacturer of vac-
cines, has said it is making between 
50 and 60 million doses a month of 
the former vaccine.

India has already held nationwide 
drills to prepare for one of the world’s 
biggest vaccination programmes, 
aiming to inoculate 300 million of its 
1.3 billion people by mid-2021.

Britain on January 3 became the lat-
est country to warn of tougher meas-
ures to come, with Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson admitting he was “rec-
onciled” to the prospect hours after 
his country registered a new daily 
record of 57,725 Covid-19 cases.

France brought the start of its over-
night curfew from 8pm to 6pm in 
hard-hit eastern areas.

Nightlife shut down in Bangkok; 
Tokyo’s governor asked for a state of 
emergency to be declared in the Jap-
anese capital; and curbs were extend-
ed in South Korea’s Seoul until Janu-
ary 17.

The situation in the US, already the 
world’s worst-hit country, has con-
tinued to deteriorate as it saw the 
highest number of infections record-
ed in one day on January 2, with more 
than 277,000.

The death toll there stands at 
350,215, according to official figures 
– the highest in the world. AFPCOntInued – page 6

journalism not a crime
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Long Kimmarita

KANDAL provincial police are 
questioning 12 suspects after 
arresting them on January 2 
for betting on cockfighting and 
dice in Kandal Stung district’s 
Kandork commune.

According to the police report, 
the raid followed a tip-off from 
the locals. There were a group 
of about 50 people aged 33 to 58 
involved in the gambling. Eight 
of the 12 detainees are from 
Takhmao town, one from Kan-
dal Stung district, and another 
three from Phnom Penh. 

Provincial police chief 
Chhoeun Socheth told The 
Post on January 4 that one of 
the detainees is a bodyguard. 
Police are searching for the 
ringleader and owner of the 
cockfighting place. 

“This cockfighting place 
is located in the jungle, with 
only one entrance. We con-
ducted the raid after receiv-
ing a tip-off. We have not sent 
them to court yet,” he said.

Socheat said the authori-
ties would continue to crack 
down on all illegal gambling 
activities in the province to 
ensure security and maintain 
social order, as such cases 
continue to happen.

“We have tried our best to 
educate people about the 
[harm of] gambling because 
it causes social unrest and 

insecurity in the locality. Our 
authorities have raided all 
these places and we will not 
let it happen again,” he said. 

Affiliated Network for So-
cial Accountability (Ansa) 
executive director San Chey 
told The Post on January 4 that 
prolonged illegal gambling 
will lead people to become 
addicted to it.

He claimed that some cor-
rupt officials have turned a 
blind eye and are even pres-
ent at illegal gambling sites 
for their own benefits instead 
of cracking down on them.

“This activity would make 
people think that there is no 
legal issue with gambling, 
which is the cause of crime. 
So, if we want safety in [the] 
community, we should crack 
down all gambling activities. 
Gambling can lead to [people] 
committing theft, robbery or 
even murder.”
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been quarantined after recent-
ly returning from Thailand.   

“The provincial administra-
tion will wait for a few days to 
make a determination with 
regard to delaying the new 
academic year,” he said.    

Education ministry spokesman 
ros Soveacha said plans to re-
open schools and resume the 
2020-2021 academic year on 
January 11 would proceed in 
accordance with safety measures. 

“If anything changes, the 
ministry will make a public 
announcement at an appro-
priate time,” he said.

On December 29, the ministry 
declared that private schools 
were permitted to reopen while 
state schools would resume 
nearly two weeks later. The 
announcement came after the 
conclusion of the “November 28 
community incident” – a refer-
ence to the first confirmed case 
of Covid-19 local transmission. 

Authorities along the border 
with Thailand have tightened 
management of quarantine sites 
and checkpoints to prevent peo-
ple infected by the coronavirus 
from crossing into the country 
without completing compulsory 
health checks and quarantine.

As of January 4, a total of 17 
returning Cambodians had tested 
positive for Covid-19 since the 
recent outbreak in Thailand.

School year 
to resume 
with safety 
guidelines

NEC to test out stamp for election 
Nov Sivutha

T
HE National Election 
Committee (NEC) 
is planning to hold 
a mock election in 

the first quarter of this year 
to test out the possible use of 
a round stamp with a check 
mark in place of pens as the 
primary means voters will use 
to mark their ballots. 

The NEC wants to test out 
the stamps to measure their 
efficiency and identify any 
potential problems before 
deciding whether to make 
wider use of them in the 2022 
commune elections. 

NEC deputy secretary-gen-
eral Som Sorida told The Post 
on January 4 that for the up-
coming year the NEC had two 
main tasks to complete. 

One of the tasks is the ad-
ministration of the list of eli-
gible voters. The other is the 
mock election that will test 
the use of the stamps and 
refine the efficiency of the 
election process in Cambo-
dia and to ensure important 
aspects such as checking 
and verifying the results of 
elections via computer are 
operating as intended.

He explained that the mock 
election using the stamps will 
begin in March or April and 
run for 30 days. 

Sorida explained that in the 
past there had been some 
problems people have en-
countered when using pens 
to mark their ballots and that 
this had resulted in some 

ballots being invalidated. He 
hopes the introduction of the 
stamp will eliminate these 
errors so that every Cambo-
dian’s vote is counted.

“The mock election is go-
ing to take place in the capi-
tal and provinces. One com-
mune from each province 
and the capital will be cho-
sen, and then in each com-
mune, we’ll open two polling 
places near the town centre 
or thereabouts. Five hundred 
voters will be asked to par-

ticipate per polling place,” 
Sorida said.

“The NEC will [ask] for as-
sistance and support from 
our partner countries to pay 
for this event [but if we don’t 
have funding] within two 
months from them, then the 
NEC will request state funds,” 
he said.

ruling Cambodian People’s 
Party (CPP) spokesman Sok 
Eysan pointed out that Cam-
bodia had been organising 
elections successfully.  

He said the NEC had a lot of 
experience designing election 
procedures to make it easier 
for people to vote so it will not 
be difficult for them.

The idea to use a stamp to 
mark ballots originated with 
the NEC, and the CPP had 
no part in the decision, he 
said, adding that the CPP had 
nothing to worry about. 

“During past elections, peo-
ple have marked ballots in a 
disorderly manner. Sometimes, 
they wrote a number down or 

they had marks both outside 
and inside the circles, and any 
improperly marked ballot is in-
valid – it won’t be counted.

“Hence it might be a lot easi-
er if we use stamps,” he said.

Sam Sokuntheamy, execu-
tive director of the Neutral 
and Impartial Committee 
for Free and Fair Elections in 
Cambodia, told The Post that 
using a stamp instead of pens 
was not uncommon and that 
some countries were already 
using this method.

“A stamp can only make one 
kind of mark, so nothing much 
can go wrong if you use one. But 
there are many different kinds 
of pens and they can dam-
age the ballots. Also, people 
are more likely to make errors 
with them, such as overfilling 
circles. The stamp is more reli-
able, once it’s stamped there, it 
will stay there,” he said.

Cambodian youth Party 
(CyP) president Pich Sros said 
his party did not support using 
stamps to mark ballots because 
such a system will be more vul-
nerable to election fraud.

“If we use a stamp instead of 
a pen then one person could 
cast many ballots and no one 
would be able to tell because 
the stamp makes it normal for 
them to all look the same. 

“Also, symbolically, to [‘rub-
ber’] stamp something means 
to give approval without any 
thought, but we use pens to 
express our individuality and 
pass on knowledge, so for our 
party, we prefer sticking with 
pens,” he explained.

An official counts ballots in Phnom Penh’s Boeung Prolit commune during the 2018 Cambodian general election. 
heng chivoan

Twelve men detained 
for cockfighting, dice 
gambling in Kandal

Nr3 project set for early completion 
Long Kimmarita

MINISTEr of Public Works and Transport 
Sun Chanthol said two underground vehi-
cle scales and 11 speed cameras would be 
installed along National road 3. 

The project is expected to be com-
pleted in September this year, ahead of 
schedule.

While leading a technical inspection 
on the road on January 4, Chanthol said: 
“As of now, construction is about 90 per 
cent done. Thus, the road project is ex-
pected to be completed a year ahead 
of schedule, which was initially set for 
2022.”

He said the project’s accelerated sched-
ule was the result of the ministry’s push 
for the construction to proceed more 
quickly so that the road can be opened 
for public use earlier.

Despite the new completion date, he 
guaranteed that the road quality will be as 
good as stated in the project agreement.

Chanthol also said that during the 
construction, the technical team would 
install underground scales at weighing 
station on both sides of the road.

He said the 11 speed cameras are to 
check for cars driving beyond legal lim-
its and to maintain good road quality.

“Previously, this road had only one 
place on one side for weighing vehicles. 
Now, we will build weighing stations on 
both sides of the road.

“We are discussing the matter of fund-
ing for this work, which is not from this 
project’s budget. We have piloted two 
underground scales that will be put in 
operation soon. We will equip speed 
cameras, too,” he said.

The national road, which has four 
lanes and cost more than $219 million 
to build, stretches 134km from Phnom 
Penh to Kampot province. 

The ministry said the project was im-
plemented by China road and Bridge 
Corp, while Guangzhou Wanan Con-
struction Supervision Co Ltd runs the 
technical inspections.

In the project’s initial plan, the expect-
ed construction time was 48 months 
from the start of construction works on 
May 7, 2018.

Kong Sovann, the Ministry of rural De-
velopment’s special adviser and deputy 
director of its Community road Safety 
Programme, told The Post that if con-
struction completes ahead of schedule it 
would be welcome news.

However, he expects the ministry’s 
technical team to conduct a thorough 
inspection from time to time on tech-
nical issues, quality standards and road 
safety equipment.

regarding the installation of speed 
cameras and scales on the national road, 

Sovann said: “The technology helps peo-
ple a lot, and it would be quite helpful if 
the ministry were to develop [the road] 
that way.

“It will prevent some traders from 
transporting over the weight limit. When 
vehicles are overweight, it would not 
have good balance, which could lead to 
danger. The government has spent a lot 
of money on road construction and will 
spend more if the road is damaged.

“Another thing is that when there is a 
hole in the road due to overloaded ve-
hicles, that spot would be dangerous to 
vehicles [because] it could cause [ac-
cidents which could end up in] injuries 
and deaths of innocent people.

“The preparation of the ministry was 
good, where they requested action from 
the relevant ministries and institutions 
to participate in the implementation [of 
the project],” he added.

Transport minister Sun Chanthol (second left) inspects the National Road 3 construction. MPWT

Twelve men were detained for 
betting on cockfighting in Kandal 
Stung district. Police
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Soth Koemsoeun

PHnOM PEnH municipal 
police are questioning a man 
after arresting in connection 
with the shooting death of a 
senior police official from the 
municipal police’s minor crime 
bureau on December 29. 

Police are also searching for 
a second suspect they believe 
was involved in the case, which 
stemmed from a hit-and-run. 
The suspect in custody was 
arrested in Battambang prov-
ince on December 4.

Phnom Penh municipal 
police spokesman San Sok Seiha 
declined to provide details, cit-
ing an ongoing investigation. 

“I can’t comment on this 
case [yet]. We must wait and 
allow police to finish [proper] 
procedures first,” he said.

The victim is identified in 
the police report as reth 
Sineth, 40, a deputy chief of 
the municipal police’s minor 
crime bureau. Sineth was shot 
in the back through to the 
front and from forehead 
through to the back.

ngeng Chou, the head of the 
national Police’s criminal 
police department, said the 
suspect, Ke Chanmean, 24, 
was the driver of the get-away 
car rather than the actual 
shooter. Chanmean resided in 
ansa commune’s anlong Vil 
village in Pursat province’s 
Kandieng district.

“We’ve caught the driver 
now, but we’re still searching 
for the shooter,” he said.

Chou told a local media out-
let that during questioning, 
Chanmean said he was driving 
the alleged shooter – whom he 
identified only as ren – home 
in a Lexus crossover after 
drinking heavily on the night 
of December 29. 

When arriving at the scene, 
Chanmean rear-ended Sineth’s 
car and fled, prompting him to 
give chase. 

after pulling them over, 
Sineth exited his vehicle hold-
ing a gun, which he fired into 
the roadside in front of Chan-
mean’s car. Sineth and Chan-
mean argued briefly and 
upbraided each other with 
insulting language until ren 
became angry and told Chan-
mean to stay quiet. 

Then Sineth proceeded to 
demand restitution from the 
pair for his damaged vehicle. 
It was at this point, according 
to Chanmean, that ren pulled 
a pistol from his waistband 
and shot Sineth. He then told 
Chanmean to drive away from 
the scene.

The two apparently split up 
at some point after that and 
Chanmean was later arrested 
alone in Battambang prov-
ince’s Tuol Ta Ek commune, 
according to the Battambang 
provincial police report.

He was then transported 
back to Phnom Penh where he 
remains in custody and under 
questioning while the search 
continues for the alleged 
shooter.

More than 5K 
workers rush 
from Thailand 
amid outbreak
Mom Kunthear

F
OLLOWInG the recent 
outbreak of Covid-19 
in Thailand’s Samut 
Sakhon province, 

Cambodian migrants working 
in Thailand were gripped by 
worry over the situation and 
many rushed to return to their 
homeland. 

Over the past 10 days, more 
than 5,000 migrant workers 
have returned from Thailand 
through the seven provinces 
that are adjacent to the Thai 
border.

The provincial authorities 
have taken protective mea-
sures in response to the situ-
ation, following the orders of 
the government, specifically 
the Ministry of Health. 

They have strictly adhered to 
the ministry’s instructions and 
stopped all returning migrant 
workers from travelling straight 
to their homes and families af-
ter crossing the border. 

Instead, they must remain 
in quarantine for 14 days with 
no exceptions to the instruc-
tions, which have been in 
force since December 20. 

Migrant workers are only 
allowed to leave quarantine 
centres after they have been 
isolated for 14 days and have 
a second negative test for 
Covid-19.

Oddar Meanchey deputy 
provincial governor Dy rado 
told The Post that around 
1,900 migrant workers had re-

turned from Thailand through 
his province from December 
20 to january 4. 

They have all had samples 
taken for testing but so far no 
one has tested positive.

“The most important thing 
for our province is for our 
people to understand, re-
spect and follow the health 
ministry’s instructions. 

“We are determined to keep 
migrant workers entering 
our province in quarantine 
for 14 days and we have the 
[quarantine] centres ready for 
them,” he said.

rado added that Oddar 
Meanchey province had a to-
tal of 14 quarantine centres to 
isolate the returning workers 
available should there be any 
increase in their numbers. 

The provincial authorities 
had also prepared adequate 
food and supplies to take care 
of large numbers of them at 
once, he said.

“We have used the funds 
provided by Samdech Techo 
Hun Sen for migrant workers 
to make their quarantine stay 
as pleasant as we’re able to. 

“They won’t be as worried if 
they know they will be given 
three meals a day and we have 
plenty of things like mosquito 
nets, blankets, pillows, mats 
and soap,” he said.

rado noted that one return-
ing migrant worker had failed 
to enter quarantine. But the 
authorities were able to quick-
ly locate him and have since 

quarantined him along with 
his eight family members. 

Banteay Meanchey provin-
cial deputy governor Ly Sary 
told The Post that over the past 
two weeks over 1,000 migrant 
workers had returned from 
Thailand through his province. 

He said they had all prop-
erly been isolated at the prov-
ince’s 12 quarantine centres 
in accordance with the health 
ministry’s instructions.

He added that the provin-
cial leaders had instructed 
all village and commune au-
thorities to detain any mi-
grant workers who had en-
tered Cambodia undetected 
via unofficial crossing points 
so that they could be placed 
in quarantine immediately. 

“although our province 
hasn’t had any migrant work-
ers test positive for Covid-19 
yet, we cannot ignore or relax 
our guard. We will continue 
with the restrictions and en-
force quarantine procedures 
for as long as necessary. 

“Police and health officials 
have been working in shifts 
24 hours a day at all official 
and unofficial crossing points 

along the border in our prov-
ince,” he said.

Sary continued that Ban-
teay Meanchey provincial au-
thorities had cooperated with 
Thai counterparts to dissemi-
nate health information and 
other instructions to migrant 
workers who remained on the 
Thai side of the border.

Battambang deputy provin-
cial governor Soeum Bunrith 
told The Post that from De-
cember 28 to january 4, some 
1,815 people returned from 
Thailand through the prov-
ince’s international border 
checkpoints.  

Of the 1,815 workers, six had 
tested positive for Covid-19. 
The province is currently oper-
ating seven quarantine centres.

nguon ratanak, Battam-
bang provincial governor, said 
that, “We made this our num-
ber one priority – to follow the 
instructions of Samdech Prime 
Minister and enforce the 14-
day quarantine for all migrant 
workers. We don’t allow any of 
them to return home without 
doing it first.” 

ratanak also said that some 
of the workers have been 

waiting for the results of their 
second test because they had 
now completed the 14-day 
quarantine.  

If the second test given at the 
end of quarantine comes back 
negative, the authorities will let 
them go home, he confirmed.

Preah Vihear province has 
already had some migrant 
workers complete the 14-day 
quarantine and get the results 
from their second test, so the 
authorities allowed them to 
return homes individually. 

Provincial health depart-
ment director Kong Lo said 
there were 10 migrant work-
ers remaining in quarantine. 

The health ministry said 
that on january 3, a 21-year-
old migrant worker living in 
O’andong commune of Pailin 
province’s Sala Krao district 
had tested positive for Covid-
19 after returning from Thai-
land on january 1. 

She is currently being treat-
ed at the Pailin Provincial re-
ferral Hospital. 

as of january 4, Cambodia 
had recorded a total of 382 
Covid-19 cases with 20 patients 
remaining hospitalised.

Man grilled 
over death 
of official in 
hit-and-run

Returning migrant workers seen in a truck in Banteay Meanchey province. Banteay Meanchey Provincial hall

Ministry grills companies over truth in ads
Niem Chheng

THE Ministry of Commerce’s 
General Directorate of Con-
sumer Protection, Competi-
tion and Fraud Prevention met 
with six private companies on 
january 4 to hear arguments 
relating to their published 
advertisements, particularly 
regarding claims of giving gifts 
to consumers. 

Ministry officials briefed rep-
resentatives of the unnamed 
companies on proper proce-
dures pertaining to advertising 
as stated in the Law on the 
Management of Quality and 
Safety of Products and Services 
and the Consumer Protection 
Law. Company representatives 
were then given an opportu-
nity to clarify promotions relat-
ed to their products.

“The meeting was conduct-
ed to raise awareness about 
correct advertising content 
pursuant to the statutes, to 
reduce advertising that causes 
negative impacts on health or 
the interests of consumers. 

“The meeting encourages 
legal competition by focusing 
on the company programmes 
and the exact presents given 

to users,” the department said 
later in a Facebook post.

The directorate director-gen-
eral, Phan Oun, told The Post on 
january 4 that he had invited 11 
companies to present explana-
tions about their ads, but only 
six attended. The five absent 
firms will be invited to another 
meeting on january 20.

Oun would not reveal names 

of the companies involved or 
confirm whether those firms had 
broken any articles of the two 
laws. He noted, however, that the 
company’s businesses con-
cerned soft drinks and alcohol. 

He said the laws require all 
companies to explain in a clear 
manner details of any plans to 
issue bonus gifts to users of their 
products. If a company adver-

tises that there are gifts for con-
sumers, it must demonstrate 
the existence of such bonuses.

“In principle, we inform the 
companies of their legal duties 
and give them an opportunity 
to show that they really have the 
gifts for users as advertised. We 
give them a period of six months 
to one year to prove the reality 
of their claims,” Oun said.

He said the directorate rou-
tinely studies ads of all kinds 
and holds meetings with per-
tinent firms to verify the legit-
imacy of their promotions. 
Companies are also offered 
recommendations regarding 
the use of language in adver-
tising to avoid deceptive or 
harmful practices.

In the event that a company 
violates promises made in its 
ads, it would be liable to enforce-
ment actions including fines and 
possibly court proceedings.

Cambodia Movement for 
Health (CMH) executive direc-
tor Mom Kong said many 
product ads promise gifts to 
users. regarding alcohol sales, 
for example, he said ads prom-
ising giveaways could attract 
more people to consume alco-
holic products.

“If people buy just two bot-
tles of an alcoholic drink and 
get two more bottles as a 
present, they have to drink 
them, too, and what will hap-
pen to them? The more they 
drink, the more danger they 
face. Therefore, I think using 
presents as a mean to attract 
customers should be banned,” 
Kong said.

Billboards are seen at the Chroy Changvar bridge in Phnom Penh. henG chivoan
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Kim Sarom

THE Supreme Court on january 4 up-
held the four years prison sentence 
for a former military general who was 
convicted by the Siem reap Provin-
cial Court in March 2019 on charges 
of inciting soldiers to disobedience, 
possession or transport of weapons 
without permission, and incitement 
of others to commit criminal acts.  

The defendant, Ly Davith, 46, was 
not present to hear the verdict read 
out by judge Kim Sathavy.

judge Sathavy provided no addi-
tional comment or further explana-
tion for the court’s verdict. 

“The Supreme Court considers 
that the appeal Court’s decision 
to uphold the verdict of the Siem 

reap Provincial Court is in accor-
dance with the law,” she said.

nou Chantha, the lawyer assigned 
by the Bar association of the King-
dom of Cambodia to defend Davith 
on january 4, declined to elaborate 
on the case, saying only that the de-
cision was wholly at the Supreme 
Court’s discretion.

Davith had told the judge at the 
Court of appeal that he was region-
al Deputy Chief of Staff of the Inter-
vention Force, with the rank of Ma-
jor General. He also noted that he 
had completed a master’s degree. 

Davith said that in august 2018 
he wrote a Facebook post criticising 
deforestation and land clearing. 

“My criticism was about [private 
developer’s] construction only. I 

have never been opposed to the 
government. If I had a problem with 
the government I would never have 
attained the rank of Major General,” 
he told the judge.

Davith told the judge that he went 
into hiding for more than seven 
months after learning that the court 
had issued a warrant for his arrest. 

Eventually, he surrendered to the 
Siem reap Provincial Military Police 
who referred him to the provincial 
court on March 28, 2019.

according to court records, Davith 
was sentenced by the Siem reap 
Provincial Court on july 31, 2019 to 
four years in prison on the afore-
mentioned charges under articles 
471, 490, 494 and 495 of the Crimi-
nal Code.

Former general’s prison sentence upheld

Embassy advises 
Cambodians in SK 
on health in winter
Mom Kunthear

T
HE Cambodian embassy in 
South Korea has provided 
winter wellness tips  to more 
than 60,000 Cambodians cur-

rently residing in that country to help 
them stay safe in the cold weather 
season as there are deaths due to the 
frigid conditions there each year.

The embassy laid out nine guide-
lines for Cambodians in South Korea 
to follow to protect their health.

The guidelines advised them to 
wear thick clothes, a scarf, a hat and 
gloves when travelling to work or 
staying outdoors. People should get 
enough rest and do simple exercises 
at home regularly.

“Before sleeping, turn on the hu-
midifier or put one glass of water 
in your room or open the window 
slightly, but do not turn up the heater 
too much. Keep the temperature in 
the room at 20 to 25 degrees Celsius. 

“Do not shut the window too tight. 
Open it up a crack to ensure enough 
flow of fresh air. you should also open 
the window fully for 10 minutes, two 
to three times a day to get fresh air,” 
the guidelines said.

The embassy also advised Cambo-
dians residing there to eat nutritious 
foods, especially foods rich in vita-
min D such as fish, egg yolks, liver 
and cheese. They should also drink 
enough water to avoid dehydration.

In a live video stream last week, 

Cambodian ambassador to South 
Korea Long Dimanche said that 
among the over 60,000 Cambodians 
living in that country, 50,000 are em-
ployed. Ten to 15 per cent of those 
workers have overstayed their visas 
with expired employment terms but 
have not yet returned home. 

about 10,000 Cambodians are 
married to Koreans and there are 
around 400 Cambodian students.

“Our Cambodian citizens living in 
[South] Korea experienced happi-
ness and sorrow, and we have solved 
many problems for them. On anoth-
er note, one of the problems we have 
encountered, which is our greatest 
sorrow, is the death of between seven 
and 15 Cambodians yearly,” he said.

Dimanche attributed the deaths to 
various reasons, including chronic 
diseases, traffic accidents, suicide and 
homicide.

“I would also like to inform you that 
among these reported deaths, about 
60 per cent are the result of a heart at-
tack, where some of them died in their 
bedroom,” he said.

Dimanche explained that most Cam-
bodian workers who had experienced 
a heart attack had been facing mental 
problems, suffering from malnutri-
tion, insufficient sleep and extremely 
cold weather.

“Our embassy always tries to help 
our fellow Cambodians when they 
face life-threatening situations,” he 
said.

Former military major general Ly Davith is escorted to his previous court hearing. Kim SAROm



Voun Dara 

TOURISTS flocked to the 
nation’s coastal regions in great-
er numbers over the New Year 
holiday weekend, and most dis-
played a sense of environmen-
tal conscientiousness, utilising 
waste bins and other good hab-
its to prevent rubbish from per-
meating public spaces.

Preah Sihanouk Provincial 
Administration spokesman 
Kheang Phearom said the 
number of tourists visiting on 
December 31 and January 1 
rose by 15 per cent over the 
previous New Year to 74,923.

The 72,330 domestic tourists 
marked an increase of 39 per 
cent, but the 2,593 recorded 
international visitors represented 
a decrease of over 80 per cent. 

Phearom noted that the rev-
ellers were mostly respectful 
of the environment and had 
made efforts to reduce the 
impact of their festivities.

“We notice that our citizens 
have been involved in cleaning 
up the coast, especially in terms 
of waste disposal. They had 
already collected waste pack-
aging and other rubbish into 
proper receptacles,” he said. 

Phearom said the diligence of 
residents and visitors in clean-
ing up after themselves was a 
good example for others and 
demonstrated an important 
understanding by the people in 
recognising and preserving the 
country’s natural beauty.

The government would pick up 
where the public left off, he said.

“Provincial authorities are 
continuing to improve proce-
dures for beach clean-up. Our 

teams regularly deploy with 
vehicles and equipment for 
the purpose,” Phearom said. 

He called on all tourists and 
residents to cooperate to ensure 
that beaches stay clean and the 
quality of the air and water is 
preserved, particularly around 
resorts and coastal regions.

Kuong Sok Kheang, a resi-
dent of Phnom Penh who vis-
ited the beach on New Year’s 
Eve, said that despite so many 
people having gathered and 
generated a lot of waste, the 
garbage had been organised in 
an orderly manner. 

“It’s well done because on the 
New Year’s Eve, there were so 
many people and also so much 
rubbish, but in the morning – 
look at the beach – it’s so clean. 
The waste, even though it isn’t 
absent, is prepared neatly in 
piles,” she said.

Kep Provincial Hall’s head of 
administration Oeung Vuthy 
said there had been more than 
50,000 tourists over the New 
Year and most were prepared 
and well organised. But given 
so many people, it was inevi-
table that some would not take 
proper care of their rubbish.

“Over the New Year holiday, 
many people visited the beach, 
and we see much rubbish 
leftover. Our residents are not 
especially well organised so 
some rubbish has fallen into 
the sea, but we have dis-
patched teams to collect all of 
the waste,” he said. 

Vuthy said the provincial 
administration has protocols for 
maintaining orderly and hygi-
enic beaches and coastal areas. 
The provincial administration 
has put bins in popular areas 
and has landfills in the city.

Koh Kong deputy provincial 
governor Sok Sothy said the total 
number of visitors over the holi-
day weekend had been 26,245, 
an increase of 3,635, or 16 per 
cent, over the previous year.  

He said only 74 internation-
al visitors were recorded, a 
year-on-year drop of 8,370.

But he lamented a lack of 
understanding by some, saying: 
“Our citizens think that collect-
ing rubbish or cleaning up the 
environment is the responsibil-
ity of the authorities or someone 
else but not their own. This is the 
general attitude of some people 
in Koh Kong province.”

Orm Bunthoeurn

A
UTHORITIES in Takeo prov-
ince’s Samrong district have 
warned of legal action 
against the owners of heavy 

dump trucks and tractors who con-
tinue to excavate soil illegally or trans-
port it in the vicinity of Prasat Sen 
Phouvang temple in Sla commune.

The authorities are concerned that 
this activity may be causing damage 
to the temples due to the size and 
weight of the vehicles.

This warning came following the 
impoundment of an excavator on 
January 3 for operating illegally near 
Prasat Sen Phouvang temple, which 
is a cultural heritage site with pro-
tected status and is off-limits to heavy 
machinery.

District governor Ket Mao said he 
received information on January 3 
that local farmers had hired dump 
trucks and a tractor to excavate their 
rice field just 200m from the temple. 

Mao sent a deputy governor and 
other officials to stop the activity, but 
the trucks managed to escape so they 
impounded the excavator. 

“This is just a routine administra-
tive measure by the district author-
ities to impound the excavator at the 
commune police station for three 
days as a warning before releasing 
it, but we won’t fine [the owner] this 
time because it is their first offence 
and it hasn’t affected the temple 
yet,” he said.  

Sla commune chief Khim Hul said 
that on January 4 the commune and 
district authorities along with the 
provincial Department of Culture 
and Fine Arts attempted to educate 
the men operating the machinery. 

Hul said they made it very clear 
that from January 4 onward, no 
machinery is permitted to operate 
within the Prasat Sen Phouvang cul-
tural protection area because of the 
damage it could cause through the 
vibrations alone.

“If they do it again then we must 
take legal action. We as commune 
authorities would never issue a per-
mission letter for them to transport 
soil there,” he said.

Hul said he was upset that the machin-
ery owners had undertaken their activ-

ity without asking for permission.
“I heard about the farmers’’ plans 

to use machinery to make their rice 
field flat and I told the village author-
ities to keep an eye on them, but then 
they tried to do it secretly, on Satur-
day and Sunday,” he said. 

Chhuon Nhet, one of the machin-
ery owners, acknowledged that he 
had excavated soil in the area. 

“Earlier when I did a similar job I 
asked for permission, but for this 
location, I did not ask again. I don’t 
believe that moving the soil in the 

truck hurt the temple because it was 
on an old road used to transport agri-
cultural crops by tractors,” he said.

He also said he did not know it is a 
national heritage site when villagers 
hired him to excavate the soil there. 

According to Nget, he was hired to 
excavate 100 truck loads of soil but 
managed to complete only 80 truck 
loads when the authorities stopped him. 

There were five dump trucks 
involved in the operation and each 
was owned by a different person, but 
only three of them transported any 

soil across the temple area. 
Provincial culture department direc-

tor Chet Pisoth said that after a thor-
ough inspection he is assured that the 
temples have remained intact.

But driving dump trucks near them 
and operating an excavator on the 
temple grounds was reckless and 
irresponsible, he said emphatically.

“Any [big disturbance] near the 
temples can have bad impacts in the 
future. For example, their terraces 
can form small cracks that will grow 
until they collapse,” he said.

National
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Revellers clean up after NY party

Worries over heavy trucks near ancient temple

For the New Year holiday weekend 74,923 tourists visited the province. 
pREAH SIHANOUK pROVINCIAL HALL

From January 4 onward, no machinery is permitted to operate within the Prasat Sen Phouvang cultural protection area because of the damage it could cause. SUppLIED
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 16,880 17,100 17,180 16,800

2 GTI 3,200 3,520 3,520 2,950

3 PAS 14,000 14,000 14,000 13,800

4 PEPC 2,900 2,900 3,000 2,710

5 PPAP 11,700 11,700 11,700 11,700

6 PPSP 1,200 1,220 1,240 1,180

7 PWSA 6,100 6,200 6,200 6,080

Date: JANUARY 4, 2021

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,072 1.2750 6.5414 103.13 4.0225 1.3224 29.98 0.7702 1.2290 1.3659

Continued from page 1

production as much as possi-
ble to distribute to farmers, 
leading them to do business 
– selling them [the hybrids] to 
other farmers instead of 
imported seeds,” Chhay said.

under the Mou, he said, a 
directorate working group will 
prepare large-scale presenta-
tions on CHM01 across target 
key provinces and engage 
farmers through sundry activ-
ities to gain acceptance for 
public use.

He said the directorate’s 
research has found that CHM01 
is resistant to climate change 
and downy mildew (DM) and 
yields 8.60 tonnes per hectare, 
which is higher than imported 
hybrid varieties.

Ouk Makara, former direc-
tor of the Cambodia agricul-
tural research and Develop-
ment Institute (CarDI), told 
The Post that CHM01 would 
provide a boon for the King-
dom’s animal feed processing 
industry.

“KOPIa’s project will help 
promote the commercial use 
of this variety of corn in our 
country,” he said.

Phen noeun, a red corn 
farmer in Battambang prov-
ince’s northwesternmost Sam-
pov Loun district on nearly 
half a hectare, welcomed the 
new cultivar, which he expects 
will cost him less than the 
1,000 baht ($33.50) he said he 
spends for 10kg of corn seed 
imported from Thailand each 
season.

“We will use our corn seeds 
when they sell here. I hope our 
corn seeds will be cheaper 
than imported ones,” he said.

There are currently 18 
domestic animal feed process-
ing mills operating in Cambo-
dia, with a total production 
capacity of more than 1.2 mil-
lion tonnes per year, account-
ing for 56 per cent of the coun-
try’s total supply, according to 
the director-general of the 
ministry’s General Directorate 
of animal Health and Produc-
tion Tan Pannara.

and as of December 29, corn 
harvest area stood at 154,598ha 
with a total annual yield of 
735,551 tonnes, according to a 
report from the directorate.

CHM01 will 
be cheaper, 
resilient and 
more fruitful

Slight dip in 
japan trade, 
hopes high for 
brighter 2021
Hin Pisei

B
ILaTEraL trade be-
tween Cambodia 
and japan for the 
first 10 months of last 

year was worth $1.7484 bil-
lion, down 8.06 per cent from 
the $1.9018 billion posted in 
the same period of 2019, ac-
cording to the japan External 
Trade Organisation (jetro).

Local businesses and re-
searchers have attributed the 
decline to the ongoing Sino-
uS trade war and the spread 
of the Covid-19 disease.

Cambodian exports for the 
period stood at $1.3582 billion, 
down 6.8 per cent year-on-year, 
while imports ended at $390.26 
million, down 12.3 per cent 
year-on-year, jetro data show.

In October alone, the King-
dom’s exports were valued at 
$147.53 million, down 16 per 

cent year-on-year, while imports 
clocked in at $59.92 million, up 
9.3 per cent year-on-year.

Hong Vanak, director of In-
ternational Economics, royal 
academy of Cambodia, told 
The Post on january 4 that cou-
pled with Covid-19, the Sino-uS 
trade row had stymied a num-
ber of the Kingdom’s exports.

While international trade fig-
ures trickled down across the 
globe, he said most countries 
logged a steady increase in 
production that aims to meet 
the needs of their populations, 
especially when it comes to 
agricultural products.

“These results are shared 
across almost every country 
in the world – no one wants to 
spend money, so the import 
and export of products has also 
fallen accordingly,” Vanak said.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president 

Lim Heng said Covid-19 has 
slowed the economy to a crawl 
and decelerated international 
trade activity in all countries.

But with more countries 
announcing the launch of 
Covid-19 vaccine campaigns, 
he said global trade activity is 
expected to recover this year.

“Trade with japan will in all 
likelihood pick up once direct 
flights between the two coun-
tries resumes – they were can-

celled to prevent the spread of 
Covid-19. japan will remain a 
potential market for Cambo-
dian products,” Heng said.

He listed notable Cambodian 
exports to japan as garments 
and simple-assembly electric 
and electronic components.

The national Bank of Cam-
bodia (nBC) on December 31 
forecast that the Kingdom’s 
economic growth will return 
to four per cent growth this 

year if Covid-19 vaccines can 
successfully curtail the spread 
in the first half.

accelerating the diversifi-
cation of the economic base 
and the implementation of 
industrial development strat-
egies will help Cambodia’s 
economy recover faster from 
the pandemic, it said in its 
Macroeconomic and Bank-
ing Progress 2020 Report and 
2021 Outlook.

China FDI hits $860M in first 11 months of 2020
Thou Vireak

CHInESE direct investment in 
Cambodia reached $860 mil-
lion in the first 11 months of 
last year, up 70 per cent from 
the same period in 2019, the 
Chinese embassy in Phnom 
Penh said on january 1.

The embassy said major Chi-
nese investment projects in 
the Kingdom have stayed their 
courses, sidestepping the 
brunt of Covid-19.

Construction of the 190km 
Phnom Penh-Sihanoukville 
Expressway, which the embassy 
listed as the most important and 
costly Chinese-invested project, 
is around 39 per cent complete.

The road is backed by $1.9 
billion in capital invested by 
China road and Bridge Corp 
(CrBC) through Cambodian 
PPSHV Expressway Co Ltd and 
is scheduled for completion in 
early 2023, it said.

With its terminal building 
having broken ground recently, 
it said the new Siem reap inter-
national airport will cost ang-
kor International airport 
Investment (Cambodia) Co Ltd 
(aIaI) nearly $900 million.

The bulk of the direct invest-

ment went to construction, gar-
ments, electric and electronic 
components and agriculture, 
according to the ministry.

Cambodia Constructors 
association general manager 
Chiv Sivpheng said the number 
of Chinese entities investing in 

the Kingdom has been on a 
years-long ascent, which has 
largely driven the construction 
sector – a lynchpin of national 
economic growth – over the 
past few years.

He said: “Chinese invest-
ment in the construction sec-
tor has been on the rise, espe-
cially in large-scale building 
construction projects.

“I hope that after Covid-19 
ends, more Chinese will come 
and invest in Cambodia.”

Cambodia Chamber of Com-
merce vice-president Lim 
Heng told The Post that the 
Kingdom’s overall peace, polit-
ical stability and seven per 
cent average annual econom-
ic growth have attracted many 
international investors.

and with the recent signing of 
the Cambodia-China Bilateral 
Free Trade agreement (CCFTa) 
and the regional Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership 

(rCEP), he expressed optimism 
that more investors from China, 
Europe and the uS would ven-
ture into the Kingdom.

“In recent years, Chinese 
investors have increased invest-
ment in the construction, gar-
ment, electric and electronic 
components and agro-indus-
tries, and I believe there will be 
further growth through the 
trade agreements,” Heng said.

at the China-aSEan Busi-
ness Leaders’ Forum held in 
nanning, Guangxi province, 
China in 2019, Minister of 
Commerce Pan Sorasak said 
the flow of Chinese capital 
investment to Cambodia has 
continued to increase annu-
ally, clocking in at about $3.5 
billion in 2018 alone.

Bilateral trade between Cam-
bodia and China was worth 
$9.42 billion in 2019, up 27.29 per 
cent from $7.4 billion in 2018, 
according to the embassy.

Cambodian exports to Japan stood at $1.3582 billion, down 6.8 per cent year-on-year, while imports ended at 
$390.26 million, down 12.3 per cent year-on-year. AFP

Construction of the 190km Chinese-invested Phnom Penh-Sihanoukville 
Expressway is around 39 per cent complete. TRANSPORT MINISTRY



Ministry lists 
three areas of 
focus to revive 
Thai economy

THAILAND’S finance minis-
try this year will have three 
areas of focus to revive the 

country’s economy from Covid-19 
fallout, ministry spokesperson 
Kulaya Tantitemit said.

First, the ministry will urgently 
push for economic revival through 
speeding up budget disbursement 
and state spending. The ministry 
will also streamline the tax struc-
ture to fit well with the economic 
and social change, she added, who 
also serves as acting director-gen-
eral of the Fiscal Policy Office.

Second, the ministry will adjust 
the country’s economic structure 
by seeking ways to promote 
investment in new technolo-
gies, such as the next generation 
automotive, digital business and 
comprehensive medical business.

This will enable Thailand to 
move to offer products and ser-
vices with high economic value.

The ministry will also push for 
the revision of rules to increase 
its own performance in providing 
services to the public.

Kulaya said one challenge this 
year would be how to restore 
Thailand’s economic growth to the 
pre-Covid-19 era.

The management of macro-
economic policy in the next step 
would have to take into account 
the prevention of a second wave of 
the outbreak and the equitable dis-
tribution of the anti-virus vaccine, 
she said. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK
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SK’s EV market poised for 2021 take-off
F

Or South Korea’s elec-
tric vehicle (EV) busi-
ness, 2020 apparently 
served as a turning 

point with global players such 
as Tesla on the up and up and 
the ongoing Covid-19 pan-
demic raising the alarm about 
environmental pollution by 
internal combustion engines.

In the new year, this growing 
market is anticipated to take 
long strides on the back of pro-
longed government subsidies 
and carmakers’ paradigm shift 
towards eco-friendly vehicles.

The number of newly regis-
tered passenger EVs in South 
Korea came to 32,268 as of 
november, according to the 
Korea automobile Manufac-
turers association (KaMa).

also, the corresponding 
sector has expanded more 
than ten-fold over the past 
five years, with accumulated 
sales surpassing the 140,000 
mark last year. The figure first 
reached the 10,000 mark in 
2016, data showed.

On the export front, EVs 
logged 112,254 units in ac-
cumulated figures as of end-
november, up 67.2 per cent 
from a year earlier. The latest 
results marked the first time 
that eco-friendly vehicles 
– EVs, plug-in hybrid, and 
hydrogen fuel cell cars com-
bined – accounted for more 
than 10 per cent of the na-
tion’s total automobile sales.

adding fuel to the market 
momentum is the govern-
ment’s determination to lay out 

a new economic blueprint for 
the coronavirus-hit economy – 
the so-called Korean new Deal 
that pivots on digital innova-
tion and eco-friendly growth.

Suggesting the 2021 eco-
nomic policy direction re-
cently, Seoul vowed to supply 
an additional 100,000 electric 
cars in the new year, starting 
with increasing the number of 
charging stations from the cur-
rent 33,000 to 36,000 within the 

year, and to 45,000 by 2025.
Separately, the Ministry of 

Environment has outlined 
the EV subsidy programme 
for this year, saying that it 
will continue to provide the 
allowance for car priced be-
low 60 million won ($55,400), 
while halving the amount for 
those priced 60 million won 
or more. Luxury models that 
are priced at 90 million won 
or more will likely be exempt-

ed from the fiscal support.
The graded method largely 

takes after a subsidy system 
in Europe and China, which 
offers more benefits to bud-
get cars in order to expand 
and diversify the market.

The given policies yet re-
main tentative and are ex-
pected to take shape as early 
as this month, after authori-
ties contemplate market 
feedback.

Last year, the state subsidy 
for nine major EVs averaged 
at around 7.76 million won, 
with local government sub-
sidies excluded. Taking into 
account the lately suggested 
price group cap, KaMa an-
ticipates that the average 
amount will slip around one 
million won this year.

riding on the booming mar-
ket and the government’s pref-
erential subsidy for budget 
EVs, the nation’s largest auto-
maker Hyundai Motor is set to 
roll out the Ioniq 5, its cross-
over utility vehicle that adopts 
an EV-exclusive platform E-
GMP. as the expected market 
price comes to 50 million won, 
the model is likely to appeal to 
potential purchasers.

Hyundai Motor Group’s 
prestige brand Genesis, on 
the other hand, may take 
some impact from the sub-
sidy restriction as its first 
purely electric car – tentative-
ly named jW – will be priced 
between 60 million won and 
90 million won.

Korea automotive Technol-
ogy Institute senior research-
er Lee Hang-goo said: “There 
is the possibility that high-
end brands such as Tesla may 
adjust the market price of its 
upcoming models by lower-
ing the battery prices.”

But in the case of luxury cars, 
the impact of the state subsidy 
will remain limited, as such 
models tend to be purchased as 
company cars. THE KOREA HERALD/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnam’s aviation forecast 
to face a hard year in 2021
DESPITE a recovery in the final 
months of 2020, Vietnam avia-
tion industry is forecast to face 
further difficulties this year.

The recent recovery was 
thanks to a complete restora-
tion of domestic routes and 
the continued good perform-
ance of freight transport.

as of november, the total 
number of flights decreased by 
23 per cent compared to the 
same period last year but strong-
ly recovered from a decrease of 
92 per cent in april.

The most effective route was 
Ho Chi Minh City-Hanoi with 
540 flights per week, reaching 
an occupancy rate of about 90 
per cent.

However, commenting on the 
prospects of the aviation indus-

try, Mirae asset Securities Viet-
nam Co (MaSVn) believes 2021 
will still be a difficult year for the 
industry as it has no room for 
further recovery until interna-
tional flights are reopened.

MaSVn explained that the 
current low fares are helping 
push up the demand for air 
travel on domestic routes. How-
ever, airlines can’t further cut the 
fares as they are too low. If air-
lines continue to reduce fares, it 
will be difficult to make profits.

MaSVn experts told viet-
namfinance.vn: “In the context 
of a fiercely competitive 
domestic market, we believe 
that the business situation of 
Vietnamese airlines will hardly 
improve further until the inter-
national routes are reopened.”

With only domestic routes 
operating, the competition in 
the aviation industry next year 
will be fiercer. all aircraft are 
now converging on domestic 
routes to improve cash flow.

Meanwhile, Vietjet air has 
received 11 new aircraft, bring-
ing the total number of aircraft 
in operation to 88. Bamboo 
airways reduced two a320s 
but received four small aircraft 
E195, bringing its fleet to 26.

In addition, the aviation 
industry also has to compete 
against other transportation 
means like passenger cars and 
trains which have also applied 
fare discounts from 15 per cent 
to 50 per cent.

MaSVn experts estimated it 
would take about four months 
to vaccinate 30 per cent of the 
uS population and it was the 
minimum rate required to 
fight the Covid-19 pandemic. 
For other countries less devel-
oped than the uS, the time to 
hit 30 per cent will be longer.

The experts said: “Interna-
tional flights are likely to reo-
pen as soon as the pandemic 
is repelled and the transport 
of international passengers 
will begin to recover gradu-
ally from that time.

“However, we expect the 
recovery rate will be slow, 
caused by isolation rules and 
restricted tourism demands in 
the wake of difficulties due to 
the pandemic.” VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

An electric vehicle is connected to Hi-Charger, an exclusive ultrahigh speed charger developed by Hyundai 
Motor. HyuNDAI MOTOR/THE KOREA HERALD

The most effective route in Vietnam was Ho Chi Minh City-Hanoi with 
540 flights per week, reaching an occupancy rate of about 90 per cent. 
VIETNAM NEWS AGENCy/VIET NAM NEWS

The selling of glove stocks on the Bursa Malaysia cast a pall of gloom over the broader market where there 
were 960 losers, 161 gainers and 282 counters unchanged. AFP

MaLaySIan glove makers 
fell sharply in mid-morning 
trade on january 4 and being 
components of the capitali-
sation-weighted FTSE Bursa 
Malaysia KLCI FBM (KLCI), 
dragged the 30-stock index 
deep into the red.

The sharp fall could be due 
to the uplifting of the tempo-
rary suspension of regulated 
short selling (rSS) by the Se-
curities Commission (SC) and 
Bursa Malaysia Bhd.

Hence, glove companies 
could be among the targets 
for short-selling activities 
with most of the gains from 
2020 being nearly wiped out, 
analysts said.

at 10:22am, the KLCI was 
down 33.91 points or 2.08 per 
cent to 1,593.30. Turnover was 

2.81 billion shares valued at 2.31 
billion ringgit ($577 million).

The selling of glove stocks 
cast a pall of gloom over the 
broader market where there 
were 960 losers, 161 gainers 
and 282 counters unchanged.

Hartalega fell 1.66 ringgit to 
10.48, Top Glove 0.84 ringgit 
to 5.28, Supermax 0.62 ringgit 
to 5.39 and Kossan 0.54 ring-
git to 3.96.

The SC and Bursa Malaysia 
said in a statement on De-
cember 16: “The suspension 
of rSS, scheduled to expire 
on December 31, 2020, will be 
uplifted on january 1, 2021, to 
facilitate investors’ risk man-
agement and revive securities 
borrowing and lending [SBL] 
activities, which is an integral 
capital market function to pro-

mote product development 
and market making activities.”

The capital market regulators 
first introduced the temporary 
suspension of short-selling ac-
tivities on March 24 last year, 
barely one week after the KLCI 
slumped by over 200 points in 
the March 11-19 period.

The Star had reported that 
the glove companies could be 
among the targets for short-
selling activities that will be 
allowed again.

analysts said the selling was 
overdone as the companies’ 
profits remained visible for 
2021 and 2022 and expected 
strong earnings growth.

However, they said the short-
selling could continue until jan-
uary 6 before slowing down. THE 

STAR (MALAySIA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Malaysian glove makers skid



Business
8 THE PHNOM PENH POST  january  5, 2021  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

S’pore economy 
shrinks 5.8% in 
2020 after 3.8% 
Q4 contraction
S

InGaPOrE’S economy con-
tracted by 5.8 per cent for 
the whole of 2020, according 
to the Ministry of Trade and 

Industry’s advanced estimates re-
leased on january 4.

For the fourth quarter of last year, 
the economy shrank by 3.8 per cent 
year-on-year, an improvement from 
the revised 5.6 per cent drop in the 
third quarter, as more coronavirus 
related curbs on economic activity 
were lifted. 

The economy’s fourth quarter per-
formance was also better than the 4.5 
per cent year-on-year drop forecast 
by economists in a reuters poll.

On a quarter-on-quarter seasonal-
ly-adjusted basis, the economy grew 
by 2.1 per cent, following a 9.5 per 
cent expansion in the third quarter.

The strong gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) growth seen in the third 
quarter was due to the phased re-
sumption of activities following the 
circuit breaker period stretching 
from april 7 to june 1, as well as the 
rebound in activity in major econo-
mies during the quarter as they 
emerged from their own lockdowns, 
the ministry said.

The full-year 2020 ministry esti-
mate tops earlier forecasts of a con-
traction of 6.5 per cent to six per cent 
made last month and is much lower 
than a previous estimate of a seven 
per cent to five per cent shrinkage.

In its maiden forecast for next year, 

the ministry said last month the 
economy may expand by four per 
cent to six per cent – the most since 
2011, when it grew by 6.3 per cent.

The fourth quarter 2020 perfor-
mance was helped by the manufactur-
ing sector’s 9.5 per cent year-on-year 
expansion that extended its 10.8 per 
cent growth in the previous quarter.

Growth of the sector was sup-
ported primarily by output expan-
sions in the electronics, biomedical 
manufacturing and precision engi-
neering clusters, which outweighed 
output declines in the transport en-
gineering and general manufactur-
ing clusters, the ministry said.

However on a quarter-on-quarter 
seasonally-adjusted basis, the man-
ufacturing sector contracted by 2.6 
per cent, a pullback from the 12.6 per 
cent expansion in the third quarter.

jeff ng, senior treasury strategist 
at HL Bank, said the better-than-ex-
pected fourth-quarter performance 
reflects Singapore’s success in con-
taining Covid-19 cases that enabled 
economic activities to improve from 
the previous quarter.

He said: “Manufacturing saw its 
stellar performance taper off a little. 
However, it remains a key pillar of 
support for the economy. We stay 
optimistic that manufacturing will 
stay supportive in 2021.”

DBS Bank analysts Kee yan yeo 
and janice Chua said they expect a 
strong recovery in 2021 to be under-

pinned by wider vaccine availability, 
more stable Sino-uS trade relations, 
stronger regional trade ties, contin-
ued fiscal support and lower-for-
longer interest rates.

They said in a research note: “The 
Covid situation and vaccination rate 
will play a big role in Singapore’s 
near-term outlook with our econo-
mist expecting 2021 GDP to rebound 
5.5 per cent.”

The construction sector shrank by 
28.5 per cent on a year-on-year ba-
sis in the fourth quarter, still better 
than the 46.2 per cent contraction in 
the preceding quarter.

The improved performance of the 
sector came on the back of the resump-
tion of more construction activities in 
the fourth quarter as compared to the 
previous quarter, the ministry said.

On a quarter-on-quarter season-
ally-adjusted basis, the construc-
tion sector grew by 34.4 per cent, 
extending the 39 per cent growth in 
the third quarter. 

Within the services sectors, the 
wholesale and retail trade, transporta-
tion and storage sectors shrank by 11 
per cent in the fourth quarter, mod-
erating slightly from the 11.9 per cent 
contraction in the previous quarter.

The ministry said the performance 
of these services sectors in particu-
lar was weighed down by the trade-
related segments such as wholesale 
trade and water transport, which 
contracted due to sluggish external 
demand as major economies around 
the world continued to grapple with 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

More downward pressure was 

added by the air transport segment, 
which shrank on the back of ongoing 
global travel restrictions and weak 
travel demand, the ministry said.

The accommodation and food ser-
vices, real estate, administrative and 
support services and other services 
industries shrank by a combined 9.9 
per cent, better than the 13.5 per cent 
contraction in the third quarter.

Within the group, the accommoda-
tion segment continued to shrink as 
a result of weak tourism demand, 
while the performance of the food 
services segment and other services 
industries – such as arts, entertain-
ment and recreation was weighed 
down by constraints arising from the 
implementation of safe management 
measures, the ministry said.THE STRAITS 

TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Hopes for recovery help markets start 2021 with a pop
OPTIMISM about the eco-
nomic outlook in 2021 helped 
investors kick off the new year 
on a positive note on january 
4, as hopes surrounding the 
rollout of coronavirus vaccines 
offset a frightening surge in 
infections.

With uncertainty over Brexit 
and a new uS stimulus gone, 
sights are now on the econom-
ic recovery from the calamity 
that was 2020, with a broad 
expectation that countries will 
enjoy strong rebounds as life 

gets back to some semblance 
of normal.

Vast amounts of government 
and central bank cash have 
been a crucial driver of a glo-
bal rally in equities from their 
March troughs, and analysts 
expect loose monetary poli-
cies – particularly at the uS 
Federal reserve (Fed) – to stay 
in place for the foreseeable 
future.

“Stock markets are headed 
higher and they are headed 
higher without the old tradi-

tional valuation techniques” 
as long as the Fed “keeps the 
liquidity bubble going”, Cum-
berland advisors’ David Kotok 
told Bloomberg TV.

However, while the consen-
sus is for a strong performance 
for markets this year, he did 
warn that the first quarter will 
likely be tough as vaccinations 
are administered but the virus 
continues to spread.

Seoul rallied 2.5 per cent fol-
lowing strong export data, 
while Sydney put on more 

than one per cent as there 
were signs a spike in new 
infections in the city was being 
brought under control.

Hong Kong rose, though 
China Mobile Communica-
tions, China Telecommunica-
tions Corp and China unicom 
(Hong Kong) Ltd all dipped 
more than three per cent after 
they were delisted in new york 
to comply with an order by uS 
President Donald Trump bar-
ring investment in firms with 
ties to the Chinese military.

State-owned oil giants 
CnOOC and Petrochina were 
also hit on speculation they 
could be next in line.

Shanghai, Singapore, Taipei, 
Mumbai, Manila and jakarta 
also began the year on a posi-
tive note.

But Tokyo fell as investors 
fretted over reports that japa-
nese Prime Minister yoshihide 
Suga was considering issuing 
a regional state of emergency 
for the capital and surround-
ing areas as new virus cases 
soar. Still, rakuten Securities 
said the nikkei could hit 30,000 
by September as people are 
vaccinated.

London jumped 1.4 per cent 
on the first day of trading after 
the uK left the European cus-
toms union, having eventually 
agreed a trade deal, with the 
greenback also being weighed 
by expectations of lower inter-

est rates for some time.
The pound extended gains 

against the dollar. Paris and 
Frankfurt also added more 
than one per cent apiece.

The broad gains in asia came 
after the Dow and S&P 500 fin-
ished at fresh records on Wall 
Street.

jP Morgan asset Manage-
ment’s Kerry Craig said: “Cov-
id cases and vaccine distribu-
tion will remain the key focus 
for investors for now. The 
political forces that influenced 
markets late in 2020 have 
almost faded as the uS elec-
tion and Brexit have passed.

“Without the wide distribu-
tion of vaccines, the paths of 
Covid and the economy are 
locked together, given the 
impact on social mobility and 
economic curtailment. This 
link will be broken as immu-
nity levels rise into the middle 
of the year, but until then the 
economic path will be bumpy 
over the first quarter.”

Oil prices were also higher 
ahead of a meeting of OPEC 
and other major producers 
later in the day to decide Feb-
ruary output levels.

axi strategist Stephen Innes 
said: “While it is increasingly 
clear that 2021 global demand 
will be above supply if OPEC+ 
can hold together, limiting 
downside risk in oil, near-term 
catalysts due to the new con-

tagious mutations are more 
likely to be negative than pos-
itive for near term oil prices.”

Investors are also keeping 
tabs on the uS, where the state 
of Georgia has two runoff elec-
tions that will decide which 
party holds control of the Sen-
ate.

OanDa’s jeffrey Halley said: 
“a win by the Democrats will 
leave them in control of all 
three legislative bodies and 
potentially an unfettered leg-
islative path.

“If the republican’s win just 
one seat, they will control the 
Senate and will almost cer-
tainly make the incoming 
President Biden’s life as diffi-
cult as possible. That almost 
certainly means no more fiscal 
stimulus and imperil any oth-
er initiatives that President 
Biden wishes to make.”

Bitcoin surged to a new 
record high near $34,000 after 
smashing through $30,000 for 
the first time at the weekend 
as risk-seeking investors pile 
into the cryptocurrency, with 
demand helped by online pay-
ments  giant  PayPal’s 
announcement in October 
that it would enable account 
holders to use it. However, it 
eased slightly as the day wore 
on, sitting at around $32,500.

The news led jPMorgan 
Chase to compare the unit to 
gold. AFP

Singapore’s economy grew by 2.1 per cent on a quarter-on-quarter seasonally adjusted basis. PIXABAY

While most Asian markets have started the year on a positive note, Tokyo stocks have been hit by concerns a 
state of emergency could be called in the capital as the virus surges. AFP



The arrival of smart 
agriculture in the form 
of drone technology 
applications signals a 

new dawn for the Kingdom’s 
primary industry sector. 

In a nation that has de-
pended on traditional crop 
cultivation and management 
methods for centuries, the un-
manned aerial vehicle (UAV) – 
commonly known as the drone 
– represents a new way for 
agricultural stakeholders to in-
crease productivity and achieve 
safe, sustainable farming.  

Red Sparrow, a start-up 
based in Phnom Penh, was 
founded in 2019 by “agri-
preneur” Pha Bunnath fol-
lowing an approach from the 
Australian government-funded 
Cambodia-Australia Agricul-
tural Value Chain Program 
(CAVAC). 

This saw Bunnath look to 
UAV technology to find a solu-
tion for alleviating the hazards 
of excessive pesticide exposure 
during agricultural pest control 
applications. 

“The agricultural system 
relies heavily on commercial 
plant protection products, 

which help farmers by protect-
ing crops from insect pests, 
diseases and weeds. however, 
it also comes at a profound 
cost to the farmers and workers 
who apply the pesticides, with 
prolonged exposure causing 
health-associated risks.

“After extensive research, I 
found an agricultural drone pro-
duced by [Chinese manufacturer] 
XAG [and distributed interna-
tionally by XAG Australia] to be 
a viable solution to support safe, 
efficient and reliable pest control 
applications. 

“When XAG concluded the 
demonstration of its P30 Plant 
Protection system, I was truly 
convinced that this agricultural 
drone set-up would be a safe 
and sustainable pest control 
solution for farmers and the 
agricultural community in 
Cambodia.

“As well as being equipped 
with a second generation 
chemical refilling system that 
distances operators from harmful 
chemicals, the XAG’s Intel-
ligent Liquid Tank also allows 
the drone to adjust chemical 
output to prevent environmental 
pollution caused by chemical 
overdosing,” he said.

Significant pesticide reduction
For precision spraying, 

the navigation system devel-
oped for XAG-P30 drones 
incorporates an RTK [real-time 
kinematic] flight control system 
that delivers millimetre-level 
accuracy rather than the metre-
level accuracy provided by GPS. 

Aided by iRASS – the 

intelligent rotary atomisation 
spraying system – centrifuga-
tion technology, the XAG-P30 
drone significantly enhances 
spraying precision and reduces 
the use of pesticides by more 
than 30 per cent. Artificial 
intelligence (AI) failure predic-
tion has also been included to 
ensure flight safety.

While Red Sparrow at pres-
ent only focuses on pest control 
applications for the agricultural 
industry, Bunnath has plans for 
the company to diversify into 
other unmanned vehicle (UV) 
driven farm cultivation and 
management applications. 

he believes the advanced au-
tomated applications engineered 

by XAG, such as the unmanned 
ground vehicle (UGV) and 
“XMission” field monitoring 
system, will help immensely as 
the nation works toward the 
modernisation and commer-
cialisation of the farming sector 
to boost agricultural exports.

Farming in the Kingdom has 
been transforming over recent 
years, with the use of tractors 
and harvesting machines gain-
ing ground, with almost 90 per 
cent of the agricultural commu-
nity having turned to mecha-
nised cultivation approaches 
compared to 10 per cent still 
practising traditional methods. 

having observed this trend, 
Bunnath sees great potential 

in the adoption of UV and AI-
assisted technologies for pest 
control as well as other essential 
agricultural requirements. 

“Although the XMission 
field monitoring system has yet 
to be officially launched, this 
innovative technology-driven 
application is set to become a 
game changer for the agricul-
tural industry. It will revolu-
tionise the way farms will be 
operated and managed in the 
future.

“Individual or swarms of up 
to eight UVs can be deployed to 
support real time monitoring of 
crop and soil information. Im-
ages captured by UVs from the 
field is seamlessly relayed back 

via a built-in mobile data com-
munication module to a central 
monitoring system for analysis. 

“And this will enable 
agronomers and farmers to 
make critical decisions on crop 
growth and management,” said 
Bunnath.

‘More by doing less’
Agriculture contributes more 

than 20 per cent of the nation’s 
GDP with close to 80 per cent 
of the population involved in 
the sector.

By promoting the use of 
drones in the Kingdom’s ag-
ricultural sector, Red Sparrow 
is aligning with the Austra-
lian government’s CAVAC aid 
program’s objective of lowering 
input costs and increasing com-
petitiveness for farmers. 

“Farmers now pay an aver-
age of $10 per hectare to pest 
control service providers for 
their time. Using conventional 
backpack-type sprayers, they 
are only able to cover up to two 
hectares per day. 

“With our drones, which can 
be flown automatically once 
the flight control application is 
downloaded onto their smart-
phones, these service providers 
will be able to cover up to 
20ha per day and by doing so 
increase revenues.

“By increasing the efficiency 
of agricultural service providers, 
whereby they achieve more 
by doing less, we also hope in 
time to reduce the cost of the 
services farmers have to pay to 
grow and maintain their crops,” 
said Bunnath. 

Red Sparrow drones take flight to 
aid farmers in fight against pests 

CEO Pha Bunnath with the XAG-P30 drone. AdriAn lee

A drone returns after spraying pesticide. Supplied

The Red Sparrow team with XAG-P30 and XMission UAVs. Supplied

Drone technology has also been developed for ground applications. Supplied
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Sudan, Egypt and Ethiopia 
agreed on january 3 to hold fur-
ther talks this month, hoping to 
resolve their long-running dis-
pute over the latter’s huge dam 
on the Blue nile, Sudan’s water 
ministry said.

Previous three-way talks have 
failed to produce an agreement 
on the filling and operation of 
the vast reservoir behind the 
145m tall Grand Ethiopian re-
naissance dam (GErd), a hy-
dropower project which broke 
ground in 2011.

On january 3, the three coun-
tries held a new round of talks 
by video conference in the vir-
tual presence of South african 
officials, as well as other inter-
national observers. South af-
rica currently holds the african 
union’s rotating chair. 

Sudan’s water ministry said 
in a statement: “The meeting 
concluded . . . that this week will 
be devoted to bilateral talks be-
tween the three countries, the 
experts, and the observers.”

This week’s talks will pave the 
way “for the resumption of tri-
partite negotiations on Sunday, 
january 10 in the hope of con-
cluding by the end of january”, 
it noted.

Ethiopia’s water ministry ex-
pressed a “positive outlook” 
toward a draft document cir-
culated among the three coun-
tries for negotiation, and that 
Sudan also supported the ap-
proach being taken. 

Egypt “categorically rejected 
the document”, the ministry 
said in a statement posted on 
Facebook.

Ethiopia said it had put for-
ward alternative approaches 
for consideration by the other 
parties ahead of the next meet-
ing.

The ministry said: “Ethiopia 
is committed to conclude the 
negotiation with good faith to 
reach an agreement.”

Egypt, a country of more 
than 100 million people which 
depends on the nile for about 
97 per cent of its irrigation and 
drinking water, opposes unilat-
eral moves by Ethiopia, fearing 
its dam would severely cut its 
water share.

Last week, Ethiopia’s foreign 
ministry spokesman dina Muf-
ti said Egypt knew “the GErd 
won’t harm them, it’s a diver-
sion from internal problems”.

The comments rankled 
Egypt’s foreign ministry, which 
summoned Ethiopia’s top dip-
lomat in Cairo and issued a 
statement condemning the 
remarks as “an attack on the 
Egyptian state”.

Sudan hopes the dam will 
help tackle flooding, but has 
also warned that millions of 
lives would be at “great risk” 
if no binding agreement was 
reached.

Both countries have called 
for a legally binding political 
solution to the dispute. AFP

ThE Eu announced additional 
funding on january 3 to help 
vulnerable migrants in Bos-
nia, but urged the government 
there to rebuild a camp that 
burned down.

Brussels has denounced con-
dition for migrants in Bosnia, a 
candidate for Eu membership, 
as “completely unacceptable”, 
and warned that lives are at 
risk.

Fire engulfed the Lipa mi-
grant centre in northwestern 
Bosnia on december 23. There 
were no casualties from the 
blaze but much of the infra-
structure was destroyed. 

The incident deepened a cri-
sis over where to house thou-
sands of migrants, as Bosnian 
authorities have failed to find 
new accommodation for the 
newly homeless.

In a statement, Eu foreign 
policy chief josep Borrell said 
Brussel was ready to add an-
other €3.5 million ($4.3 million) 
to its humanitarian support for 
Bosnia.

But he warned that 900 
people were still exposed on 
the grounds of the destroyed 

camp, and that 800 more were 
without shelter in the region. 

he said: “The situation in 
una Sana canton is unaccept-
able. Winter-proof accommo-
dations are a pre-requisite for 
humane living conditions, 
which need to be ensured at 
all times.

“Local authorities need 
to make existing facilities 
available and provide a tem-
porary solution until Lipa 
camp is rebuilt into a perma-
nent facility.”

Police believe the blaze was 
started by migrants to protest 
the withdrawal of the un’s In-
ternational Organisation for 
Migration (IOM), which had 
been running the camp.

The IOM had left, complain-
ing that the accommodation 
– opened in april but without 
power or running water – was 
not fit to house people during 
the winter.

Bosnia lies on the so-called 
Balkans route used by migrants 
heading towards Western Eu-
rope as they flee war and pov-
erty in the Middle East, asia 
and in africa. AFP

Sudan, Egypt, Ethiopia 
agree to hold further 
nile dam negotiations

Eu offers $4.3M more in 
aid but urges Bosnia to 
rebuild migrant camp

Brazil private clinics seek deal 
for Indian coronavirus vaccine

uS aircraft carrier to stay in Persian Gulf

a 
BrazILIan association of pri-
vate health clinics said Sunday 
it was negotiating with Indian 
pharmaceutical firm Bharat 

Biotech to buy five million doses of its 
Covid-19 vaccine, which India has just 
authorized for emergency use.

a Brazilian association of private health 
clinics on january 3 said it was negotiating 
with Indian pharmaceutical firm Bharat 
Biotech to buy five million doses of its 
Covid-19 vaccine, which India has just au-
thorised for emergency use.

The Brazilian association of Vaccine 
Clinics (aBCVaC) confirmed on its website 
it had signed a memorandum of under-
standing with the Indian firm to purchase 
its Covaxin vaccine, which is currently in 
the final stage of clinical trials.

any final deal would be subject to ap-

proval by Brazil’s health regulator, anvisa, 
which has yet to approve any vaccines 
against the new coronavirus.

Far-right President jair Bolsonaro’s gov-
ernment faces mounting criticism of drag-
ging its feet on a vaccination campaign in 
Brazil, which has the second-highest death 
toll in the pandemic, after the uS.

That has left some state governments, 
and now the private sector, scrambling to 
try to launch vaccination drives on their 
own.

aBCVaC described its planned deal with 
Bharat Biotech as a way to ensure Brazil-
ians using the private health system – typi-
cally the wealthy – would have access to a 
vaccine, even as the government reserves 
its own initial doses for the public health 
system and high-priority groups such as 
health workers and the elderly.

aBCVaC president Geraldo Barbosa 
told TV network Globo news: “We had 
been looking for solutions for the private 
market, and the possibility came up of 
using this Indian vaccine, which is very 
promising.

“It’s an additional sale that will not inter-
fere with the quantity of vaccine doses the 
government has ordered.”

aBCVaC representatives were set to trav-
el to India on january 4 to continue nego-
tiations, the association said.

It said its clinics could begin vaccinating 
people by the second half of March, pend-
ing the conclusion of clinical trials and 
regulatory approval from anvisa.

India approved vaccines from both 
Bharat and Britain’s Oxford university 
earlier on january 3 for “restricted use in 
emergency situations”, even though the 
former is still in testing.

The country has set an ambitious target 
of vaccinating 300 million of its 1.3 billion 
people by mid-year.

Brazil is meanwhile struggling to get 
its vaccination campaign off the ground, 
amid political squabbling and vaccine 
scepticism from Bolsonaro.

The president regularly flouts expert 
advice on containing the pandemic and 
says he does not plan to get a Covid-19 
shot himself.

The government has secured 100 million 
doses of the Oxford vaccine, but has yet to 
set a start date, get regulatory approval or 
acquire the necessary syringes.

Brazil’s health ministry has yet to an-
nounce the start date for its vaccination 
campaign.

Earlier on january 3, anvisa authorised 
the importation of the first two million 
doses of the Oxford vaccine, pending ap-
proval for their use. AFP

ThE uS reversed a decision 
to bring an aircraft carrier 
home from the Persian Gulf 
on january 3, with the Penta-
gon saying that due to “recent 
threats” by Iran the USS Nim-
itz would stay in position.

The Nimitz has been patrol-
ling Gulf waters since late no-
vember, but in a statement is-
sued on december 31, acting 
uS defence secretary Christo-

pher C Miller ordered the ves-
sel to “transit directly home to 
complete a nearly 10-month 
deployment”.

The New York Times, quot-
ing uS officials, said this move 
was part of a “de-escalatory” 
signal to Tehran to avoid a 
conflict in President donald 
Trump’s last days in office.

however, Miller issued a 
new statement changing 

course on january 3.
he said: “due to the recent 

threats issued by Iranian leaders 
against President Trump and 
other uS government officials, I 
have ordered the USS Nimitz to 
halt its routine redeployment.

“The USS Nimitz will now 
remain on station in the uS 
Central Command area of 
operations. no one should 
doubt the resolve of the unit-

ed States of america.”
he did not elaborate on the 

threats involved.
his statement came one 

year after a uS drone strike in 
Baghdad killed Iran’s revered 
commander Qasem Solei-
mani and his Iraqi lieutenant 
abu Mahdi al-Muhandis.

Thousands of Iraqi mourn-
ers chanted “revenge” and 
“no to america” on january 3.

The anniversary of the 
Baghdad drone strike was 
also marked in recent days 
across Iran and by supporters 
in Syria, Lebanon, yemen and 
elsewhere.

Trump unilaterally with-
drew the uS from a landmark 
nuclear deal with Iran and 
world powers in 2018 and 
launched a “maximum pres-
sure” campaign against Teh-
ran, re-imposing and rein-
forcing crippling sanctions.

The two countries have twice 
come to the brink of war since 
june 2019, especially following 
the killing of Soleimani.

days after the Soleimani 
assassination, Iran launched 
a volley of missiles at Iraqi 
bases housing uS and other 
coalition troops, with Trump 
refraining from any further 
military response. AFP

Brazilian economy minister Paulo Guedes (left) speaks next to Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro 
during a statement on financial aid for vulnerable Brazilians amid the Covid-19 pandemic. AFP

The US aircraft carrier USS Nimitz will remain in the Gulf due to ‘recent threats’ by Iran, the Pentagon said on 
Sunday, following reports the ship was returning home in what some read as a sign of de-escalation. US NAVY/AFP
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ASEAN

Police and a border mili-
tary patrol in laos’ attapeu 
province recently intercepted 
a shipment of drugs in Sana-
mxay district, leading to the 
arrest of four people and 
the seizure of 43kg of crystal 
methamphetamine.

Sanamxay borders Siem 
Pang district’s Santepheap, 
which is the northernmost 
commune in cambodia’s 
Stung Treng province.

Police in charge of drug 
control and supervision at 
the Public Security office in 
attapeu said that in coop-
eration with border military 
personnel and authorities 
in Hadyai village they had 
arrested four people as they 
transported crystal meth-
amphetamine to the Xepien 
border crossing with cam-
bodia.

Those arrested were named 
as Somvith, male, 45, from 
elaitai village in Xaysettha 
district; Khanthong, male, 
24, from Khanmark village in 
Vangvieng district, Vientiane 
province; Keovilay, female, 
30, from Phonxay village in 
Pakse city, champasak prov-
ince; and Pepsi, female, 24, 

from namphao village, Vang-
vieng district.

They were stopped as they 
were driving an SuV towards 
the Xepien border crossing. 
Police discovered 25 pack-
ages of crystal methamphet-
amine weighing 43kg and 
white powder used in the 
production of drugs hidden 
inside the vehicle’s fuel tank. 
officials are continuing their 
investigations in the hope of 
identifying other individuals 
involved in the drug ring.

Drug traffickers favour at-
tapeu province as a transit 
area because it attracts a lot 
of migrants from other prov-
inces and also from neigh-
bouring countries, according 
to police. The government is 
clamping down on the drug 
trade and many traffick-
ers have been arrested and 
jailed.

The government has asked 
the Ministry of Public Secu-
rity to broaden its investiga-
tions into the drug problem 
and is also trying to protect 
young people through edu-
cational programmes about 
the dangers of drugs. VIENTIANE 
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authorities in laos’ 
attapeu province seize 
43kg of crystal meth

Vn border guards work tirelessly 
to prevent illegal immigration

an Giang charges five for people trafficking

a
S illeGal entry and 
exit is a threat to the 
prevention and con-
trol of the covid-19 

pandemic, border soldiers 
across Vietnam are making ef-
forts to prevent illegal entrance, 
especially before the Tet (lunar 
new year) holiday.

With a 277km border with 
china, the northern province of 
Ha Giang sees the most illegal 
entry and exit in the country.

Ha Giang Province Border 
Guard official colonel luu Duc 
Hung said covid-19 prevention 
work would be harder prior to 
Tet because illegal immigrants 
tend to increase.

Border guards have strength-
ened inspections and main-
tained 59 checkpoints and 17 
mobile teams comprising 425 
staff to work around the clock.

campaigns have been 
launched to encourage people 
to comply with the govern-
ment’s regulations on covid-19 
prevention.

Head of Xin cai Border Guard 
Station in Meo Vac district Ta 
Tan Hoang said they have han-

dled 840 unlawful immigrant 
cases involving 6,746 people 
since the outbreak of covid-19.

it is likely that there will be an 
increase in illegal immigration 
from china to Vietnam for the 
Tet holiday, he said.

Major Mua Mi cay, a politi-
cal officer at the station, said 
despite facing hardships and 
poor living conditions, sol-
diers on the front lines always 
showed strong determination 
and will only return home after 
the pandemic ends.

“all officers and soldiers of 
the station have decided to 
stay at the station during the 
Tet holidays,” he was quoted by 
Nhan dan (People) newspaper 
as saying.

Prevention measures against 
covid-19 are also being de-
ployed in the northern prov-
ince of cao Bang.

colonel luc Van Tiep from 
cao Bang Border Guard com-
mand said border guards in co-
ordination with local authori-
ties have tightened control over 
immigration.

local residents are encour-

aged to inform border guards 
as soon as they detected ille-
gal migrants or individuals in-
volved in unlawful immigrant 
activities.

Border guards in the prov-
ince said they have prevented 
about 8,300 illegal immigrants 
since the beginning of the year. 
criminal proceedings have 
been initiated against 36 peo-
ple who arranged for people 
enter the country illegally.

The northern province of 
Quang ninh is also reportedly 
taking action against illegal im-
migration.

Mong cai city Police head le 
Hong Van told Vietnam news 
agency that in addition to set-
ting up 39 stations at important 
positions, the city has imple-
mented disease prevention 
measures on the basis of pro-
moting the role and responsi-
bility of the party committee, 
residential groups, commune 
police, self-governing groups in 
villages and neighbourhoods. 

last year, local police handled 
207 cases involving foreigners, 
including many cases related 

to illegal entry and residence, 
he said.

The People’s committee of 
the southeastern province of 
Binh Phuoc, which has more 
than 260km of border with 
cambodia, has ordered rel-
evant agencies to tighten man-
agement along the border as 
one of the important tasks in 
covid-19 prevention and con-
trol efforts.

The province has kept 62 sta-
tions and 11 mobile covid-19 
control stations open 24 hours 
a day.

Mekong Delta provinces of 
Dong Thap, an Giang, Kien Gi-
ang and Vinh long which share 
a border with cambodia have 
simultaneously tightened con-
trol of people moving across 
the border. More control sta-
tions have been established to 
prevent illegal entry.

With a 50.5km long border-
line with cambodia, border 
guards, police and militia in 
Dong Thap province have been 
present at 14 checkpoints to 
do their duties. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

THe People’s Procuracy of the cuu long 
(Mekong) Delta province of an Giang 
will prosecute five people who illegally 
brought nine Vietnamese citizens across 
the border into Vietnam. Four of them 
have tested positive for the coronavirus.

an Giang Province Police director col-
onel Dinh Van noi on january 1 said the 
province issued a decision on prosecut-
ing five defendants under article 348 of 
the criminal law. 

They include Phan Phi Hung, 42, 
Truong chi Tai, 31, le Van Dinh, 31, and 
Pham Thanh Hap, 31, all from Bung nho 
hamlet, Khanh Binh commune, in an 
Phu district. Trang Van ut, 32, lives in 
Phu loi hamlet, Phu Huu commune, in 
an Phu district.

an Phu borders Koh Thom district’s 
Sampov Poun commune in cambodia’s 
Kandal province, while Phu Huu borders 
Koh Thom’s Prek chrey commune.

The five are all under centralised quar-
antine at a medical quarantine site. after 
the quarantine period ends, an Giang 
police will arrest and relocate the people 
to the province for further investigation.

according to the police, Hung contacted 
a person named Quay in cambodia to ille-
gally bring people from cambodia to Viet-
nam. Hung and Tai, Dinh, and Hap used 
motorbikes to take the people across the 
border to designated areas in Vietnam.

in addition, Hung also worked with 
Trang Van ut to use cars to take the peo-
ple to chau Doc city in an Giang prov-
ince or other locations.

according to the police, the five people 
on December 24 allegedly took a group 
of nine Vietnamese across the border 
from cambodia into an Phu district in 
an Giang province illegally.

Four of the nine tested positive for 
covid-19, becoming patients 1440, 1451, 
1452 and 1453. Hundreds of people had 
close contact (F1) and secondhand con-
tact (F2) with the infected cases.

all of the people involved in the illegal 
activities withheld information about 
where they had gone and what they had 
done, making it difficult for the authori-
ties to conduct contact tracing and in-
vestigate the sources of the infection, the 
police said.

also on january 1, the Vinh long Prov-
ince Police prosecuted patient 1440 for 
“spreading dangerous infectious diseas-
es to people” in the province.

Most of the direct contacts of the in-
fected people tested negative for covid-
19 in their first tests, while hundreds of 
other secondhand contacts have been 
told to isolate at home. 

The police are continuing the investi-
gation.

local authorities across the country 
have been ordered to ramp up efforts to 
crack down on illegal migrants since the 
outbreak in Da nang in july.

Prime Minister nguyen Xuan Phuc has 
also asked local authorities to impose 
stricter controls on illegal migrants from 
neighbouring countries, calling for strict 
measures to prevent the spread of the 
virus.

Vietnam has been applauded for effec-
tively containing the pandemic.

it will continue to remain on high alert 
as the Tet (lunar new year) holiday falls 
this year in February. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Border guards of Huu Nghi Border Gate Station detected a group of people attempting to enter the country illegally and arrested five on Wednesday. 
VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

THe atmosphere at the Bang-
kok Bus Terminal (chatuchak) 
or Mo chit 2 this year is differ-
ent from previous years due 
to the new wave of covid-19. 
There is none of the usual 
crowding and throbbing with 
activity.

People have been gradually 
returning to the capital from 
their home provinces since 
january 3 after a long break to 
celebrate new year with their 
families.

The bus terminals are un-
characteristically quiet. The 
usual congestion at Mo chit 
2 terminal is missing. People 
who return or enter Mo chit 
2 bus terminal must check 
their temperature and get a 
hand sanitiser to wash their 
hands.

Transport co said there 
would be approximately 
65,000-70,000 passengers re-
turning to Bangkok, down 20-
30 per cent compared to the 
previous year. So far, no pas-
senger problems have been 
reported during the trips and 
there have been no cases of 
infections.

The company said it is tak-
ing strict measures to prevent 
the spread of covid-19 by set-
ting up screening points and 
providing disinfectant alco-
hol gel to passengers, regis-
tering passengers through 
the Thaichana application to 
keep a record of travel history 
and speeding up investiga-
tions in suspected cases of 
infections. THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

covid casts grim shadow 
as people gradually return 
to Bangkok after holiday

Bars and clubs are seen closed on Soi Cowboy street in Bangkok on 
Saturday after the Thailand’s capital imposed temporary lockdown 
measures aimed at curbing the kingdom’s rising coronavirus toll. AFP 



A
S THE world is going 
through profound changes 
unseen in a century, Covid-
19 has emerged as a catalyst, 

reinforcing the ongoing trends and 
giving rise to instability and uncer-
tainty in international dynamics. 
Humanity is grappling with the worst 
pandemic in a century. The world 
economy is in the deepest recession 
since the 1930s Great Depression. 
The international order has never 
been as seriously affected by unilat-
eralism, protectionism and acts of 
bullying as it is today since the end of 
World War II. Some even surmised 
that the world has entered a dark 
moment, it is unable to go back to 
where it was, and that there is no 
future in sight.

Everything has two sides. Covid-19 
has reminded the world in a hard 
way that the interests of all countries 
are closely interwoven, and that 
humankind shares a common stake. 
Indeed, the world is an indivisible 
community with a shared future. No 
country can insulate itself from glo-
bal challenges. To overcome the cur-
rent crisis, the international commu-
nity must work together. To prevent 
future crises, global governance 
needs to be improved.

With great capability comes great 
responsibility. China and the US are 
the largest developing country and 
developed country respectively and 
the two largest economies with 40 
per cent of the world’s total output. 
Both are permanent members of the 
UN Security Council with an impor-
tant role in maintaining global peace, 
security and development.

The two countries worked together 
to fight terrorism in 2001, tackle the 
global financial crisis in 2008, contain 
the Ebola outbreak in 2014, and pull 
off the Paris Agreement on climate 
change in 2016. They gained a lot of 
successful experience in jointly deal-
ing with common challenges. History 
has made it clear that China-US coop-
eration can make great things happen 
for both countries and the world.

When the new US administration 
takes over, China-US relations will 
come to a new starting point. The inter-
national community widely expects the 
new US administration to adjust its 
China policy and work with China on 
tough global challenges. Many in the 
strategic community suggest that the 
two countries start with global issues 
and gradually expand cooperation, so 
as to contribute wisdom and strength 

to the world and at the same time 
strengthen their relations.

President-elect Joe Biden believes 
that the US is faced with historic crises 
such as Covid-19, economic recession 
and climate change. He has made 
them the priority of his administration. 
In fact, these issues are a microcosm of 
the global challenges that the US can-
not resolve on its own but needs to 
cooperate with China and the whole 
international community to address.

Another major issue before China 
and the US is where humanity will go 
after the pandemic. Many compare 
today’s global crisis to the Great 
Depression, and no one wants to repeat 
the mistakes of the 1930s and 1940s. 
The choices and actions that the two 
countries make today will have a crucial 
impact on peace, stability and prosper-
ity of the world in the years to come.

China and the US are two major 
countries bound by a common future. 
How to contain the pandemic and 
step out of the recession as soon as 
possible? How to make the post-pan-
demic world better? How to maintain 
peace and stability in this volatile 
world? All this requires that China and 
the US bear in mind the common 
interests of humankind, look beyond 
the changing landscape, cooperate 
with each other, and jointly shoulder 
their responsibility and mission as 
major countries of our times.

The two countries should jointly 
advocate multilateralism. The core 
principle of multilateralism is that 
international affairs should be 
addressed by all countries through 
consultation. Multilateralism is more 

about action than about rhetoric. The 
most pressing task at the moment is 
to jointly combat Covid-19. The US 
should work with China to support 
the leading role of the World Health 
Organisation, promote international 
joint response efforts, push for coordi-
nation of macroeconomic policies, 
and help the world defeat this com-
mon enemy of humanity at an early 
date. Multilateralism should unite, not 
divide, the world. No one should use it 
as a disguise to build exclusive circles 
or incite antagonism for self-interests.

The two countries should jointly 
push forward global governance. The 
gap between rising global challenges 
and insufficient global governance is 
the main challenge in today’s world. 
China and the US should identify 
their common interests and seek to 
eliminate the global governance defi-
cit. They should, in the principle of 
promoting consultation, cooperation 
and shared benefits, facilitate the 
political settlement of regional and 
international hot spot issues, and 
support World Trade Organisation 
reforms to enhance its effectiveness 
and authority. They should jointly act 
on the international consensus on 
climate change, and enhance dia-
logue and cooperation in public 
health, poverty reduction, disaster 
relief, non-proliferation, energy secu-
rity and financial security. They 
should fight all forms of trans-na-
tional crimes and terrorism, and turn 
new frontiers, such as the internet, 
outer space, deep sea and polar 
regions, into new areas of interna-
tional cooperation. And when they 

have differences, they should address 
them through dialogue rather than 
the threat of hot, cold or trade wars.

The two countries should jointly 
safeguard the international order. 
Built with the joint efforts by China, 
the US and other countries, the post-
war international order has ensured 
the long-term stability and prosperity 
of the world. It should naturally be 
maintained and carried forward. The 
world has only one system, which is 
the UN-centred international system. 
It has only one set of rules, which is 
the basic norms governing interna-
tional relations based on the UN 
Charter. As big countries, China and 
the US should take the lead in uphold-
ing the international system and rules, 
safeguarding the international order 
based on international law, promoting 
greater democracy in international 
relations, and advancing international 
fairness and justice. They should not 
seek exceptionalism or exercise dou-
ble standards, let alone bring down 
the international order or replace it 
with something else.

The two countries should jointly 
lead development in the post-pan-
demic world. Development is the 
master key to all problems, and it 
should be used to usher in a better 
future after the pandemic. China and 
the US should work together for an 
open world economy featuring free 
trade, fair competition, secure and 
stable global industrial and supply 
chains, and green and sustainable 
development. They should seize the 
opportunity of digital transformation 
of the world economy, expand inter-
national cooperation in technological 
innovation, strengthen dialogue and 
coordination in artificial intelligence, 
smart cities and digital currencies, 
and promote the formulation of glo-
bal digital governance rules. They 
should foster an open, fair, just and 
non-discriminatory environment for 
digital development, help unleash the 
potential of the digital economy, and 
contribute to better and more resilient 
development of the world.

Human history runs like a long and 
still river, and its critical junctures are 
just a few. The world has once again 
come to a historical crossroads where 
it cannot afford to err or hesitate. It is 
up to the US to make the right choice, 
work together with China to live up to 
the historical responsibilities as major 
countries and jointly make the world 
a place more open, inclusive, stable, 
prosperous and beneficial for all. CHINA 

DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Zheng Tao 

Strengthening Sino-US  
cooperation for a better future

China and the US should identify their common interests and seek to eliminate the global 
governance deficit. Afp



C
lad soberly in a chequered 
knee-length dress, Tobore 
Ovuorie hardly seems as if 
she once walked the streets 

of lagos in a revealing outfit and 
high heels.

a freelance reporter with a burn-
ing desire to uncover the truth about 
a sordid backstreet trade, Ovuorie 
dressed as a streetwalker to infiltrate 
a prostitution ring.

She took on the dangerous mission 
after a friend left for Europe, became a 
sex worker and died, leaving Ovuorie 
shocked and beset with questions.

Today, Ovuorie’s remarkable story 
has been turned into a hit Netflix film, 
Oloture, which has shone a bright light 
on one of Nigeria’s darkest trades.

The 39-year-old reporter said: “I 
needed to do justice, to know the 
truth. I wanted to know the process, 
the back story about these ladies.”

By dressing up, she sought to gain 
the prostitutes’ trust – the first step to 
introducing her to a “madam”, a pimp.

after eight months working un-
dercover in 2013, Tobore Ovuorie 
emerged with a terrifying account 
about the victims of sex trafficking.

Some were sent to Europe, where 
they were coerced into becom-
ing sex workers. Others were 
forced to participate in orgies 
organised by local politicians. 
Some became victims of organ 
trafficking for ritual crimes.

She published her story in 
2014 in the Nigerian newspa-
per Premium Times and dutch 
investigative magazine, Zam 
Chronicles, inspiring a produc-
tion company in Nigeria to adapt 
it for the screen.

Released in October on Netf-
lix, the story has been wide-
ly watched and lauded 
in its home country, 
africa’s most popu-
lous market.

director Ken-
neth Gyang said: 
“Sometimes in-
vestigative jour-
nalists in search 
of the story be-
come the story.”

But in this case, 
the reporter was 
also “the torch 

that led us into 
the lives” of vic-
tims, he said.

Disillusion
Sex trafficking 

is rife in Nigeria, 
in partic-

ular in southern Benin City, a recruit-
ing ground for criminal gangs who 
smuggle women to Europe.

How many are trafficked is un-
known but in Italy, authorities say 
that between 10,000 and 30,000 Ni-
gerians are prostitutes.

Several thousand others are stuck 
in libya or other african countries, 
often exploited by criminals who 

make them believe they will 
one day reach Europe.

In the film, a journalist 
named Oloture, playing the 
part of Ovuorie during her 
investigation, heads to neigh-
bouring Benin with a dozen 
other girls.

From there, their “madam” promises 
they will depart to Europe in exchange 
for money (up to $85,000) that they will 
have to repay once they arrive in Italy.

Very quickly, the journey turns sour.
Instead of heading to the border, 

their minibus stops in a gloomy train-
ing camp on the outskirts of lagos.

There, the girls are roughed up 
and divided into two groups: “street” 
prostitutes and “special” prostitutes 
reserved for wealthier clients.

On screen, the most gripping char-
acter is linda, a young uneducated 
woman from a poor rural background, 
who becomes friends with Oloture.

linda “represents many of those 
young ladies and how they get in 
disillusion” said Ovuorie, who came 
across such a character during her 

investigation.
For the director, it is exciting 

that the film is a success in Ni-
geria.
Gyang said: “We have to see 

how to make this film available in 
remote places for young vulnerable 
women who might be susceptible to 
be trafficked to Europe.”

Emotional toll
On social media, the movie – and 

its ending – have triggered passion-
ate debate.

Gyang said: “For most of these la-
dies there is never any light at the 
end of the tunnel . . . so why would 
you try to make a film that would 
end on a happy note?”

Ovuorie said that what she saw and 
experienced during her investigation 
still haunts her – she is trying to find 
the women she was meant to go to 
Europe with, and tell their stories.

Her work has inflicted a heavy 
emotional cost, she said.

“I’m a shadow of myself, I try to 
smile, to look bright, but most of 
the time it’s been just me fighting to 
hold onto life”. afp
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Oloture sheds light on Nigeria’s sex-trafficking

Moscow metro hires first female 
train drivers in modern history
THE Moscow metro said on 
january 3 it had hired female 
drivers for the first time in its 
recent history, following 
recent changes in controver-
sial Russian legislation pro-
hibiting women from many 
professions.

The Russian capital’s trans-
port system, which oversees 
the sprawling metro system, 
said in a statement: “The first 
female electric train drivers in 
modern history started work-
ing for the Moscow metro.”

Built in the Soviet era as a 
Communist showpiece, the 
metro’s trains were histori-
cally operated by men because 
the work was listed on the gov-

ernment’s register of jobs 
deemed harmful for women’s 
health.

The ban on access for wom-
en to many professions was 
widely criticised and a labour 
ministry decree in September 
last year cut the number of 
exclusively male professions 
from 456 to around 100.

The justification that driv-
ing metro trains was danger-
ous because it meant being 
underground for long periods 
came under fire because the 
metro also employs women 
as cleaners, cashiers and 
escalator monitors.

The Moscow transport 
department said due to the 

automation of mechanical 
processes, operating trains is 
no longer “associated with 
heavy physical exertion”.

The previous register was 
approved in 2000 and banned 
women from mining and 
metalworking jobs, but also 
from positions like bus driver, 
sailor, parachutist, auto 
mechanic, and even maker of 
wind instruments.

The new list that was due to 
take effect in 2021 opens many 
of these to females.

Russian Railways, the coun-
try’s railway monopoly, previ-
ously said it would also begin 
employing female train drivers 
in 2021. afp

The first female electric train drivers in modern history have started working for the Moscow metro. MOSCOW 
TRaNSpORT DEpaRTMENT/afp

A screenshot of hit Netflix film 
Oloture, which has shone a bright 

light on one of Nigeria’s darkest 
trades. Released in October, the 

 story has been widely watched and 
lauded in its home country. YOuTubE

Journalist Tobore Ovuorie, 39, speaks of how she passed herself as a
 prostitute in West Africa’s largest economic hub on November 16. afp



I
n a rickety hut on the 
border with Bangladesh 
and India, two brothers 
are among the last local 

breeders of the Sarail hound, a 
dog on the brink of extinction.

Tall and lean with a power-
ful chest, pointed ears and bi-
coloured fur, the rare hound – 
named after the border town 
of Sarail – has been treasured 
in the South asian nation for 
centuries.

Their sharp eyesight and 
renowned hunting skills have 
earned them roles with the 
military and police, and as 
guard dogs, while masters 
love them for their devotion.

MaG Osmani, who led Ban-
gladesh’s freedom fighters to 
victory against Pakistan in the 
1971 war of independence, is 
said to have been saved by 
one of two Sarails he owned 
when he was attacked.

But pure-bred Sarails – be-
lieved to have descended 
from English greyhounds and 
sight hounds owned by Mu-
ghal-era feudal landlords, or 
from hunting dogs brought by 
arab traders – are dwindling 
in numbers with just dozens 
remaining in Bangladesh, ac-
cording to some estimates.

Topon Rabidas, the younger 
brother, said: “Many families 
in this town once had Sarail 

[hounds] . . . But nowadays 
only a few . . . families keep 
[them], often for guarding 
or to ornament their houses 
with a piece of local history.”

Topon, 38, and his brother 
Joton, 40, are proud of their 
family’s legacy of keeping 
Sarails for generations.

But the cost of rearing their 
dogs – a pair of two-year-old 
males both named Lion – is 
taking its toll on the poor 
family.

In the densely populated 
country of 168 million where 
some 30 per cent of people 
live below the poverty line 
and access to land is scarce, 
Sarails are viewed as a luxury 
beyond the reach of ordinary 
Bangladeshis.

The brothers, both cobblers, 
say they mate the pair with 
bitches owned by neighbours 
and sell the puppies for up to 
$500 each so they can buy the 
huge amounts of chicken and 
beef devoured by them.

‘Uphill battle’
about 100km away in the 

capital Dhaka, wealthy own-
ers are trying to save the 
breed, with few government 
resources devoted to conser-
vation since a failed attempt 
to breed Sarails collapsed in 
the 1970s.

More recently, they have 
set up a Facebook group to 
exchange information about 
their dogs and to arrange 
mating sessions.

Kaiser Tamiz amin, a 58-
year-old banker who man-
ages the group, has owned 
Sarails for two decades and 
believes just 30 to 40 pure-
breds are left.

Speaking at his home in one 
of Dhaka’s most expensive 
neighbourhoods, amin said: 
“This is going to continue to 
be an uphill battle but we will 
get there.

“With the help of [genetics] 
experts, we hope to restore 
this breed to its original per-
fection.”

Back in the Rabidas’ tiny tin 
and bamboo shanty home, 
the brothers are worried their 
children might not carry on 
the family tradition of rearing 
Sarails due to the high cost.

Joton Rabidas said: “My 
grandfather told us to keep 
at least two of these hounds 
at home in memory of your 
ancestors.

“When a dog dies, our entire 
family mourns. Every pup is 
just like a family member to us 
. . . But I am not sure whether 
our next generation would 
continue breeding these 
hounds.” AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Plumed military cap
  6 French clerics
 11 Wrestling surface
 14 Someone from Cedar Rapids
 15 Purge, Pied Piper-style
 16 Urban attachment?
 17 What an actor may take
 19 Bobbsey twin
 20 You might put some money in it
 21 Not well
 22 Fury
 23 Happen as planned
 27 Mark the boundaries of
 29 William Tell’s canton
 30 Certain saucers
 32 Perfume with a “verboten” name
 33 Bestowed title
 34 Dating from
 36 Country singer LeAnn
 39 Smart-alecky
 41 Wise saying
 43 Good whack
 44 Mariner’s vessel
 46 Fall into ___ (be ensnared)
 48 Is for two?

 49 A crucifix
 51 Words before “goal” or “course”
 52 ___-X
 53 Was a sleazy salesman
 56 Undersea weapon
 58 Clothes line
 59 Aussie coin critter
 60 All-terrain vehicle, briefly
 61 Geneticist’s study
 62 Place for furs
 68 A little energy
 69 Where naval battles are fought
 70 Hollywood award
 71 Game cube
 72 Diminutive
 73 Maintains
DOWN
  1 “Not my spelling error” notation
  2 Weed-whacking tool
  3 Barley beard
  4 Couric of TV
  5 Burdensome
  6 Promos
  7 Wager
  8 Alternative to a ponytail
  9 “Bald” baby bird
 10 Exemplary

 11 Lowest legal amount of pay
 12 Asteroids maker
 13 Article of faith
 18 Fiber used in basketmaking
 23 Crescent features
 24 A college at Oxford
 25 Reverse representation
 26 Henry or Peter of film
 28 Sacred bird of the pharaohs
 31 Sings like Fitzgerald
 35 Florida marsh bird
 37 Dog-___ (like some used books)
 38 Anagram of “notes,” aptly
 40 Implement
 42 Go to a diner
 45 Stinky animal
 47 Had some food
 50 Lower in rank
 53 Use an office machine
 54 Artist Matisse or Rousseau
 55 Edible seaweed
 57 In and of itself
 63 Family room
 64 Two cents’ worth
 65 Biggest heart?
 66 Continuity problem
 67 Hospital trauma centers

“ACT YOUR?” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution

Race to save Bangladesh 
hound from extinction

Cobbler and Sarail hound breeder Joton Rabidas (right) stands with Sarail hounds at his house in Sarail on 
November 26. AFP

Kaiser Tamiz Amin, a 58-year-old financial executive, interacts with his Sarail hound at his house in Dhaka. AFP
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Barca triumph as Lionel Messi 
makes 500th Liga appearance
B

arceLona won 1-0 
at bottom side Hu-
esca on january 3 as 
Lionel Messi became 

the first foreigner to make 
500 appearances in Spain’s La 
Liga, while a late Luis Suarez 
goal secured leaders atletico 
Madrid victory against alaves.

Messi returned for Barca af-
ter missing the final game of 
2020 with an ankle injury and 
swung in a cross for Frenkie 
de jong to divert home for the 
only goal on 27 minutes.

although ronald Koeman’s 
side began a potentially sea-
son-defining run of four con-
secutive away matches with a 
comfortable win, they remain 
a distant 10 points behind 
atletico in fifth having played 
a game more.

Barca dominated possession 
and created a number of chanc-
es but Huesca goalkeeper alva-
ro Fernandez produced several 

fine saves to keep the hosts in 
touch. after De jong’s opener, 
Messi was denied a second just 
before half-time when Fernan-
dez superbly clawed away his 
free-kick heading towards the 
top corner.

The argentine was again 
thwarted by the legs of Fer-
nandez in the second half after 
combining well with Pedri, mo-
ments after Marc-andre ter Ste-
gen reacted sharply to keep out 
rafa Mir’s inventive back-heel.

That was a rare threat from 
Huesca who have now won 
just once in 17 tries this season 
but had taken points off most 
visitors to their estadio el al-
coraz so far, including atletico 
in September. 

“We came out strong and very 
concentrated. It’s the main base 
we need. If we have that, we 
improve a lot with the ball and 
if we get better in front of goal 
then we can have a very good 

start to the year,” said Koeman.

Suarez the saviour
earlier in the day, Suarez 

struck a 90th-minute winner 
for atletico as they defeated 10-
man alaves 2-1 to move back 
above real Madrid at the top.

Marcos Llorente gave atlet-
ico the lead at Mendizorroza 
shortly before half-time with a 
deflected strike from just out-
side the area.

Diego Simeone’s side ap-
peared to have the game under 
control when alaves defender 
Victor Laguardia was sent off 
on the hour following a Var 
review for chopping down 
Thomas Lemar as the French-
man ran towards goal.

Florian Lejeune headed 
against the post for alaves be-
fore a spectacular own goal on 
84 minutes from Felipe threat-
ened to cost atletico two vital 
points, the Brazilian centre-

back drilling beyond jan oblak 
as he attempted to hack clear 
an attempted cross.

However, Suarez secured 
atletico’s fourth consecutive 
win in the final minute as the 
uruguayan tapped in from 
close range after the ball was 
slotted across goal by substi-
tute joao Felix.

atletico climbed two points 
clear of real Madrid and have 
two games in hand on the de-
fending champions.

athletic Bilbao sacked coach 
Gaizka Garitano following a 
1-0 home win over elche, with 
reports in Spain linking for-
mer Barcelona boss ernesto 
Valverde to the vacant job.

real Sociedad lost more 
ground on the top two after 
they could only manage a 1-1 
draw at home to struggling 
osasuna, while teenager Bryan 
Gil scored both goals in eibar’s 
2-0 defeat of Granada. afp

‘you’ll never walk alone’: 
Liverpool salute Marsden 
after singer dies aged 78
Gerry Marsden, frontman of 
1960s group Gerry and the 
Pacemakers, has died at the age 
of 78, the singer’s friend Pete 
Price announced on january 3.

Liverpool-born Marsden, who 
died after a short illness, had a 
1960s hit with his cover of the 
rodgers and Hammerstein 
song You’ll Never Walk Alone, 
which originally featured in 
their musical carousel.

Liverpool Fc fans adopted 
the Gerry and the Pacemakers’ 
version of the song, which 
became one of the most 
famous football anthems in 
the world.

It is still sung regularly by 
Liverpool supporters before 
and during matches.

Marsden re-recorded the 
track in april 2020 in tribute 
to Britain’s national Health 
Service during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

He also wrote the 1960s hit 
Ferry Cross the Mersey at a time 
when The Beatles had made 
Liverpool pop music’s most 
important city. It was Beatles’ 
manager Brian epstein who 
signed Gerry and the Pace-
makers.

as part of the “Merseybeat” 
groups, Gerry and the Pace-
makers also broke into the 
american market.

ex-Beatle Paul Mccartney 
tweeted: “Gerry was a mate 
from our early days in Liver-

pool. He and his group were 
our biggest rivals on the local 
scene.”

“His unforgettable perfor-
mances of You’ll Never Walk 
Alone and Ferry Cross the 
Mersey remain in many peo-
ple’s hearts as reminders of a 
joyful time in British music,” he 
added.

on their Twitter account, the 
Liverpool football club said: “It 
is with such great sadness that 
we hear of Gerry Marsden’s 
passing.

“Gerry’s words will live on 
forever with us. you’ll never 
walk alone.”

The famous song was also 
adopted by fans of other euro-
pean football teams including 
celtic in Scotland, Borussia 
Dortmund and Feyenoord. 

Marsden’s friend and broad-
caster Price announced the 
death when he wrote on Insta-
gram: “It’s with a very heavy 
heart after speaking to the fam-
ily that I have to tell you the 
legendary Gerry Marsden MBe, 
after a short illness which was 
an infection in his heart, has 
sadly passed away.

“I’m sending all the love in 
the world to Pauline and his 
family. you’ll never walk 
alone.”

Marsden received his MBe at 
Buckingham Palace in 2003 for 
services to charities in Liver-
pool and beyond. afp

French Top 14: Stade Francais hit half-century against Brive
STaDe Francais notched up a bonus 
point, six-try 51-21 demolition of 
14-man Brive to move into fourth spot 
in the Top 14 on january 3.

Tongan back Telusa Veainu, full-
back Kylan Hamdaoui and South afri-
can scrum-half james Hall all crossed 
early on for the Parisian club, but Brive 
used their powerful maul to battle 
back to 27-21 after 46 minutes.

a fourth try from another of Stade’s 
South africans, Gerbrandt Grobler, 
secured the bonus point in the 54th 
minute.

That also coincided with a red card 
for Brive’s Samoan flanker So’otala 
Fa’aso’o for a high tackle on joris Seg-
onds, who had notched up four con-
versions and three penalties for a 
personal haul of 17 points.

Stade made the most of the numer-
ical difference, Fijian back Waisea 
nayacalevu and Mathieu de Giovanni 
both crossing late on and the home 
side’s defence holding on to deny 

Brive a fourth try that would have seen 
them bag a defensive bonus point.

Stade coach Gonzalo Quesada 
called the victory “positive on several 
levels”, praising defensive efforts as 
well an efficient attack.

“If someone had told me we’d finish 
fourth at the halfway mark of the sea-
son with 50 points and an attacking 
bonus point, I’d have taken it,” the 
former argentina fly-half said.

In the late game on january 3, racing 
92 held onto third place after edging 
clermont 24-22 at a snow-covered 
Stade Marcel-Michelin.

Irish full-back Simon Zebo scored 
the decisive try just six minutes from 
time just after camille Lopez had 
kicked his fifth penalty of the game for 
a 22-19 clermont lead.

racing have now won three and 
drawn one of their last four trips to 
clermont.

The action on january 2 saw hooker 
Pierre Bourgarit score a hat-trick of first-

half tries as league leaders La rochelle 
crushed rock-bottom agen 43-13.

Toulouse stayed in touch in second 
place after a 71st-minute try gave them 
a narrow 16-9 win at Montpellier while 
Toulon lost 31-18 to Bordeaux-Begles.

Montpellier’s loss spelled the death 
knell for Xavier Garbajosa, sacked on 
january 3 and replaced by former 
France coach Philippe Saint-andre, 
promoted from his director of rugby 
role into one that also took on Garba-
josa’s sporting manager title.

castres nipped Lyon 15-14, but Bay-
onne’s home game against Pau was 
postponed because of covid-19 cases.

Bad went to worse for Bayonne on 
january 3 as they announced their 
decision to withdraw from their 
remaining two european challenge 
cup matches against Leicester and 
Zebre on january 15 and 22 after more 
positive cases showing the new coro-
navirus variant that was recently 
detected in Britain. afp

Barcelona forward Lionel Messi (right) runs with the ball past Huesca’s midfielder Sergio Gomez and defender Jorge Pulido (left) during their 
Spanish La Liga football match at the El Alcoraz stadium in Huesca on Sunday. afp

Gerry Marsden sings You’ll Never Walk Alone in a memorial service to 
mark the 20th anniversary of the Hillsborough disaster in 2009. afp

Stade Francais fullback Telusa Veainu (left) runs to score a try in the French Top 14 
rugby union match against CA Brive at Jean-Bouin stadium in Paris on Sunday. afp



Chelsea slump leaves Lampard 
testing Abramovich’s patience

Pakistan stifle New Zealand in second Test

F
rANk Lampard knows 
the demands of being 
a Chelsea manager 
under roman Abra-

movich more than most hav-
ing played for nine different 
coaches during his playing 
career at Stamford Bridge.

Now Lampard is the man 
in the firing line after the 3-1 
defeat on January 3 to Man-
chester City capped a run 
of one win in six games that 
looks to have extinguished 
any hope of a Premier League 
title challenge.

Much more was expected of 
the Blues after a £220 million 
($300 million) spending spree 
in the transfer market at a time 
when most of European foot-
ball’s major powers were scal-
ing back due to the economic 
effects of the coronavirus pan-
demic.

After bankrolling the pur-
chases of kai Havertz, Timo 
Werner, Hakim Ziyech, Ben 
Chilwell and Edouard Mendy, 
Abramovich will have expected 
more than Chelsea’s position of 
eighth in the table nearly half-
way through the season.

Patience has not been a virtue 
of the russian’s 18-year reign as 
Chelsea owner and even a club 
legend like Lampard, who is the 
club’s all-time top goalscorer, is 
unlikely to be afforded much 
more time to turn the situation 
around.

The Athletic reported on 
January 3 that Chelsea are al-
ready lining up suitable can-
didates should the 42-year-
old be sacked.

Great expectations
Lampard does have some 

credit in the bank from his 
first season in charge, which 
took the club back into the 
Champions League despite a 

transfer ban and the sale of 
Eden Hazard to real Madrid.

But expectations changed 
since the summer spending 
spree, even if Lampard has 
always cautioned Chelsea will 
need more time to match the 
standards set by Liverpool 
and City in recent seasons.

Lampard said after a fourth 
defeat in six games: “The 
expectations are different 
this year because everyone 
looks and says ‘you spent this 
amount of money’.

“The reality is a lot of the 
players that have come in are 
new, young, have been injured, 
or not played together. There 
are a lot of expectations that 
are not real.” 

But the manner of defeat to 
a City side depleted by coro-
navirus infections and who 
have struggled to score goals 
this season, offered little sign 
of what Lampard is trying to 

build towards.
Chelsea’s failure to launch a 

title challenge is all the more 
disappointing as Liverpool 
and City’s standards have 
dropped in an unusual sea-
son, opening the door to the 
chasing pack.

As Manchester United and 
Tottenham have stepped for-
ward to close the gap, Chelsea 
are trailing Leicester, Aston 
Villa and Everton, leaving Lam-
pard with the lowest points-
per-game tally of any manager 
in the Abramovich era.

The former England inter-
national’s relationship with 
his players has also been 
questioned since his public 
rebuke of their attitude and 
commitment in a 3-1 defeat 
to Arsenal last weekend has 
not summoned the response 
he hoped for.

Instead there were more ex-
amples of lethargy as Ziyech 

watched on, while kevin De 
Bruyne surged past him to 
score City’s third goal inside 
35 minutes.

Lampard’s inability to sum-
mon the best from some of his 
big money buys has reported-
ly caused concern among the 
Chelsea hierarchy.

For the fourth consecutive 
game, the club’s record sign-
ing Havertz only appeared as 
second-half substitute despite 
his side’s struggles, while Wer-
ner, prolific in his time with 
rB Leipzig in the Bundesliga, 
has now failed to score in 13 
games.

Lampard has been given the 
tools to build a team capable 
of much more than they have 
shown in the past month.

Now time is of the essence 
to start delivering if he is to 
ward off the same fate as so 
many Chelsea managers that 
have gone before him. afp

PAkISTAN pinned down New 
Zealand with a sustained pe-
riod of accurate bowling in 
an absorbing middle session 
on day two of the second Test 
in Christchurch on January 4, 
leaving kane Williamson to 
prop up his side once again.

Williamson, newly installed 
as the world’s top-ranked Test 
batsman, had scored a patient 
40 with Henry Nicholls on a 
fortuitous 25 as New Zealand 
reached 145 for three at tea to 
trail Pakistan by 152. 

Despite the renewed venom 
and tight lines from Shaheen 
Afridi, Faheem Ashraf and 
Mohammad Abbas, the sole 
reward for the tourists was the 
wicket of ross Taylor for 12. 

They should also have had 
Nicholls for three, caught be-
hind, but the middle-order 
batsman was called back 
when a no ball from Afridi 
was detected.

It is the second time in as 

many Tests that Williamson 
and Nicholls have been re-
quired to build the innings 
after they put on 133 for the 
fourth wicket in New Zealand’s 
first innings of the first Test.

Taylor, on 10 at lunch, looked 
uncomfortable from the time 
play resumed. 

He weathered 12 balls with-
out scoring from Afridi and 

then had to regret calling Wil-
liamson through for a leg bye 
off Abbas in the following over. 

The next ball from Abbas 
was short and moving away 
outside the off-stump entic-
ing Taylor who thrust out the 
bat without conviction and 
the ball was edged to Shan 
Masood at second slip.

Apart from the first hour 

when Tom Latham and Tom 
Blundell put on a 50-run 
opening stand, Pakistan have 
been in charge.

New Zealand were 66 for 
two at lunch after Latham (33) 
and Blundell (16) had batted 
largely out of their crease, 
forcing Pakistan’s seamers to 
adjust.

Faheem, in his sixth Test, 
adapted quickly and was re-
warded in his fourth over when 
a succession of good length, 
jagging back deliveries eventu-
ally trapped Blundell in front. 

Afridi, who had till then failed 
to threaten, was brought back 
following Blundell’s wicket and 
instantly made Latham chase a 
delivery outside off stump. 

Latham nicked to Masood 
who spilled the chance at sec-
ond slip only for his blushes 
to be spared by the quick 
reflexes of Haris Sohail who 
grasped the ball on the re-
bound from first slip. afp

Manchester City striker Sergio Aguero (centre) vies with Chelsea defender Kurt Zouma in their English 
Premier League football match at Stamford Bridge in London on Sunday. pool/afp

New Zealand captain Williamson plays a shot on day two of the second 
international cricket Test match against Pakistan at Christchurch. afp
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CrISTIANo ronaldo scored 
twice as champions Juventus 
bounced back from their first 
Serie A defeat of the season by 
beating Udinese 4-1 on January 
3 to move up to fifth place.

The Milan clubs are top of 
the Italian league with Juventus 
10 points adrift of the summit 
having played a game less.

Leaders AC Milan stayed one 
point ahead of Inter with a 2-0 
win over midtable Benevento 
despite playing an hour a man 
down.

City rivals Inter crushed 
lowly Crotone 6-2 with Lautaro 
Martinez bagging his first hat-
trick for the club.

But Milan restored their 
advantage thanks to a Franck 
kessie penalty on 15 minutes 
and rafael Leao’s terrific curl-
ing strike from a tight angle 
shortly after half-time.

Sandro Tonali’s sending off 
after 33 minutes for a high 
tackle on Artur Ionita did not 
hold back Stefano Pioli’s side.

Gianluigi Donnarumma was 
solid in the Milan goal while 
Gianluca Caprari dragged a 
penalty wide on the hour.

ronaldo once again proved 
decisive for Juventus by scoring 
a goal in each half to bring his 
league-leading tally to 14 this 
campaign and teeing up Fed-
erico Chiesa after the break.

Paulo Dybala added the 
fourth deep into injury time 
as Andrea Pirlo’s side moved 
on from their shock 3-0 loss 
to Fiorentina last time out.

Pirlo said: “It wasn’t the best 
Juventus because we were 
coming off a bad defeat, we 
were a bit fearful at the begin-
ning. Slowly we grew and in 
the second half we did better.”

At the San Siro, Martinez and 
romelu Lukaku combined to 
devastating effect for Inter who 
have now won eight league 
games in a row.

The strike duo were in-
volved in five goals although 
midfielder Arturo Vidal was 
hauled off at half-time after 
conceding a penalty in a woe-
ful display.

Antonio Conte’s side had 
been pegged back 2-2 at the 
break with Niccolo Zanel-
lato scoring first with a 12th-
minute header for the rock 
bottom Calabrians with the 
worst attack in the league.

But Martinez picked up a 
Lukaku cross to pull the hosts 
level eight minutes later.

Martinez had a role in Inter’s 
second just after half an hour 
when Crotone defender Luca 
Marrone turned the ball into 
his own net under pressure 
from the Argentina forward.

Vladimir Golemic put the 
sides level six minutes later af-
ter Vidal fouled Arkadiusz reca, 
with a furious Conte replacing 
the Chilean with Stefano Sensi 
at the break.

Roma stay third
Martinez restored the lead 

for Inter before the hour 
connecting with a Marcelo 
Brozovic through ball follow-
ing a Lukaku back-heel, and 
headed in his third with 12 
minutes to go off a rebound.

Lukaku blasted in his 50th 
goal for Inter after 64 minutes 
but limped off after taking 
a knock to his right thigh 10 
minutes later, before Achraf 
Hakimi rounded out the win 
with three minutes to go.

Inter is targeting their first 
Serie A title since 2010 with 
their European campaign over 
this season.

roma held third place, six 
points behind Inter, with cap-
tain Edin Dzeko scoring with 
a quarter of an hour to go in 
a 1-0 win in the rain over for-
mer roma coach Claudio ra-
nieri’s Sampdoria. 

The capital side are ahead 
of Napoli who swept past 
Cagliari 4-1 with Piotr Zielin-
ski scoring twice and Hirving 
Lozano and Lorenzo Insigne 
also on target late, the latter 
from the penalty spot.

In a clash of European rivals, 
Atalanta whipped Sassuolo 5-1 
with Colombian Duvan Zapata 
scoring twice.

The Bergamo side were again 
playing without captain Papu 
Gomez who has fallen out with 
coach Gian Piero Gasperini.

Zapata and Matteo Pessina 
scored in the first half with 
the Colombian adding a sec-
ond just after the break with 
robin Gosens and Luis Mu-
riel compounding the rout 
before Vlad Chiriches pulled 
a goal back.

Sassuolo are sixth one point 
ahead of Atalanta who have 
played a game less. afp

ronaldo double uplifts 
Juve as 10-man Milan 
stay top ahead of Inter

Juventus forward Ronaldo (centre) shoots to score the opening goal in 
the Serie A football match against Udinese in Turin on Sunday. afp
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