
Niem Chheng

M
INISTRY of Labour and 
Vocational Training will 
spend nearly $500 mil-
lion to accomplish a 

five-year master plan in improving 
Technical and Vocational Education 
and Training (2021-2025) by focusing 
on four strategies.

Labour minister Ith Sam Heng 
revealed the plan in his Facebook 
post on December 30.

He said the four strategies are de-
veloping and improving educational 
infrastructure, equipping tools and 
materials necessary for training, 
strengthening capacity of manage-
ment and relevant civil officials, hir-
ing technical trainers, as well as in-
creasing the quantity and quality of 
skills and vocations. 

The five-year master plan will see 
total spending of $493.1 million, with 
more than $102 million to be spent 
on constructing 26 educational facili-

ties with 1,116 classrooms and $54.6 
million on 28 trainee dormitories. 

Another $49.6 million will be spent 
on building 248 workshops, $186 
million for equipping them with 
training tools and materials, $2.25 
million for building the capacity of 
management and technical trainers, 
and $93.1 million for training more 
than 392,000 trainees.

Sam Heng said in the preface of the 
document that in the preparation of 
this master plan, they had thoroughly 

considered the current skilled labour 
shortfall Cambodia is facing.

“This master plan will change the 
face of vocational education and 
training institutions under the minis-
try’s jurisdiction to be more attractive 
among youth and the public, enabling 
them to learn a skill to get decent jobs 
with high productivity, in line with the 
government’s vision,” he said.

Currently, there are 108 technical 

THE Philippines will shut its bor-
ders to foreigners arriving from 20 
countries and territories in a bid 
to prevent a new strain of corona-
virus from entering the nation, 
officials said on December 30.  

The ban on travellers from 
places including Australia, 
France, Japan and Hong Kong 
comes as the archipelago braces 
for a post-Christmas surge in the 
virus that has infected nearly half 
a million people there. 

Dozens of countries closed 
their borders to Britain in recent 
weeks over rising cases of a coro-
navirus variant that is believed to 
spread faster.

The Philippines – which has 
not yet detected the new strain 
– was among them, and in the 
December 29 announcement it 
extended the ban to January 15.

The measure was set to take 
effect on December 30, presiden-
tial spokesman Harry Roque said.

Foreigners have been largely 
banned from entering the coun-
try during the pandemic, but 
authorities recently started to 
allow entry to holders of certain 
types of visas.

Filipinos returning home from 
countries on the list will be 
allowed to enter, but will have to 
undergo 14-days quarantine 
even if they test negative for Cov-
id-19, he added.

Meanwhile, after months of 
talks, the Philippines has approved 
an application for its first clinical 
trial of a Covid-19 vaccine candi-
date – developed by Johnson & 
Johnson’s Belgian subsidiary Jans-
sen  – the Food and Drug Admin-
istration said on December 30.

It comes after authorities said 
members of President Rodrigo 
Duterte’s security team had been 
given a Chinese-made vaccine 
that has not been approved for 
use in the country, sparking crit-
icism that the jabs were illegal 
and the recipients had jumped 
the queue.

Roque said the Sinopharm vac-
cine had been donated, but he did 
not say who provided it. AFP
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King of the hill
Located in the central cardamom mountains National park bordering Koh Kong, pursat and Kampong speu provinces, Khnong phsar mountain is a popular area 
for tourists and adventurers to go hiking in and view the spectacular sunrise and sunset. 12GOADVENTURE
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rainsy, accomplices 
receive prison terms 
Kim Sarom

T
He Phnom Penh 
municipal court on 
december 30 an-
nounced the verdicts 

in two high profile cases in-
volving Sam rainsy and for-
mer officials of the Supreme 
court-dissolved cambo-
dia National rescue Party 
(cNrP). 

rainsy was found guilty of 
incitement to commit a fel-
ony and incitement of social 
chaos. He was sentenced to 
four years in prison and a fine 
of eight million riel ($2,000). 

The court also ordered 
rainsy to pay two billion riel 
in compensatory damages to 
the government for inciting 
social unrest.

rainsy’s four alleged ac-
complices were also found 
guilty and were sentenced to 
between 18 and 20 months in 
prison. They were also fined 
four million riel each.

Among those present in 
the courtroom on december 
30 to hear the verdicts were 
Sam Sokong, a lawyer rep-

resenting rainsy, and two of 
rainsy’s accomplices – Ouk 
chhom, a former executive 
vice-chairman of cNrP in 
Tbong Khmum province, and 
Lors chhenglay, former cNrP 
councillor for battambang 
province’s bavil district.

Presiding Judge ros Piseth 
stated that after hearing the 
arguments of the defence 
lawyer and the prosecution at 
the trial held on december 21, 
he had decided to sentence 
rainsy to two years in prison 
on each charge, amounting to 
four years in total. 

The court also issued a 
warrant for rainsy’s arrest, a 
standard procedure for de-
fendants who have been tried 
and convicted in-absentia.  

“[The] defendant Sam 
rainsy was charged with in-
citement to commit a felony 
under articles 494 and 495 of 
the criminal code in 2019,” 
Judge Piseth said, adding that 
in one of rainsy’s cases he 
had four known accomplices.

Two of the accomplices 
were monks named but bun-
tenh and Tum bunthon. They 

were both sentenced to one 
year and eight months in 
prison with a fine of four mil-
lion riel each.

defendants chhom and 
chhenglay, the former cNrP 
officials, were sentenced to 
one year and six months in 
prison and fined two million 
riel each. 

rainsy’s lawyer, Sokong, 
told reporters outside the 
courtroom that the court did 
not achieve justice for his cli-
ent with either verdict in the 
two cases.

“I will discuss these sen-
tences with my client further 
and [possibly] file appeals 
with the Appeal court. but 
the decision whether or not 
to appeal has to first be made 
by my client,” he said. 

Licadho deputy director Am 
Sam Ath, who also attended 
the hearings, said the verdicts 
and the cases were drawing 
a great deal of international 
criticism while accomplishing 
very little, and that the charges 
themselves arguably consti-
tuted violations of the right to 
freedom of expression. 

Long Kimmarita

THe ministries of Health and 
Interior have plans in the 
works to establish nearly 30 
new medical facilities in un-
derserved provinces, includ-
ing health centres, health 
posts and referral hospitals. 

Some of the existing referral 
hospitals and health centres 
will receive upgrades as well, 
which will be determined af-
ter evaluating the quality of 
services and patient treatment 
that they provide. 

These plans are pursuant 
to an agreement made earlier 
this year between the minis-
tries of economy and Finance 
and civil Service that called 
for the establishment of 42 
new health facilities by 2021.

According to an inter-minis-
terial prakas from the interior 
and health ministries dated 
december 23, there will be 
18 health centres established 
across the provinces of Kratie, 
Kampong Speu, Kampong 
cham, Kampong Thom, Svay 
rieng, Kandal, ratanakiri and 
Stung Treng.

It goes on to say that, ad-
ditionally, two new referral 
hospitals will be built in Kratie 
province along with eight new 
health posts. 

A number of existing facilities 
will also receive upgrades in sta-
tus from Level 1 to Level 2 refer-
ral hospitals, including bakeo 
referral Hospital in ratanak-
kiri province’s bakeo district, 
Puok referral Hospital in Siem 
reap province’s Puok district, 
and Preah Netr Preah referral 
Hospital in banteay meanchey 
province’s Preah Netr Preah dis-
trict along with the Kep Provin-
cial referral Hospital.

A total of 10 health posts in 
six provinces will be upgraded 
to health centre status in or-
der to better fulfil the people’s 
needs in the areas they serve, 
according to the inter-minis-
terial document.

Health ministry spokeswom-
an Or Vandine told The Post 
that the decision to establish 

and upgrade these health units 
was part of cambodia’s com-
mitment to continue develop-
ing the health care sector and 
that decisions as to which ar-
eas were to receive new facili-
ties had been made after con-
sideration of whether it would 
be possible to upgrade the ex-
isting service’s capacity to meet 
the needs of the citizenry.

“Any investment of resources 
made to develop cambodia’s 
health sector has to be primar-
ily focused on building hospi-
tal capacity whenever feasible, 
because our health services, 
healthcare system and health 
infrastructure are all still quite 
limited,” she said.

She explained further that 
cambodia has health posts, 
health centres and referral 
hospitals designated as Level 
1, 2 or 3.

In some cases it would be a 
more effective use of cambo-
dia’s limited resources to en-
hance and upgrade existing fa-
cilities, such as turning a post 
into a centre or a Level 1 into a 
Level 2 hospital depending on 
the specific circumstances. 

Vandine added that the pur-
pose of these changes was 
to improve the provision of 
healthcare to people living in 
areas that lacked sufficient 
services, often causing people 
to have to travel a long way to 
get treatment. 

These new and upgraded fa-
cilities should allow more peo-

ple to receive health services 
at a lower cost and in a timely 
manner, according to Vandine.  

chhneang Sovutha, the di-
rector of the Kratie provincial 
health department, told The 
Post that among all the prov-
inces where the ministry de-
cided to establish and install 
new infrastructure, Kratie had 
the largest need at present 
with a health sector that had 
lagged behind the pace of na-
tional development.

“Our team has already pre-
pared everything, because the 
need had become urgent. For 
example, in Sambor district 
people need to travel a very long 
way to Kratie town to receive 
any health services. In terms 
of human resources and staff-
ing for the new facilities we will 
need more people,” he said.

According to Sovutha, Kratie 
province has a shortage of 
highly qualified doctors and 
technical specialists, particu-
larly those with a lot of experi-
ence. The reason for the short-
age is no mystery – it is always 
more difficult to recruit medical 
professionals to come and work 
in such a remote province. 

Sovutha assessed that in or-
der for the new health posts 
and referral hospitals to start 
seeing patients regularly, 
Kratie province will need to 
hire at least 100 more medical 
professionals including doc-
tors, specialists, nurses and 
technicians.

Voun Dara

THe ministry of Justice and the 
Anti-corruption Unit (AcU) 
have agreed on pointmen to 
discuss and address the risks 
involved in managing confis-
cated goods. This agreement 
was made during a meeting 
between justice minister Koeut 
rith and AcU chairman Om 
Yentieng on december 29.

The pointmen are Srin So-
vann, assistant to vice-presi-
dent of the National Anti-cor-

ruption council (NAcc), and 
Pen Pich Saly, director-general 
of the justice ministry’s de-
partment of criminal Affairs 
and Prosecutions. 

According to the press release 
issued after the meeting, lead-
ers of the two institutions dis-
cussed the legal framework, im-
plementation, challenges and 
important progress they have 
achieved in managing confis-
cated goods and evidence.

Yentieng praised the prog-
ress, quality and efficiency 

of the justice ministry under 
rith’s leadership. The ministry 
had successfully implement-
ed the campaign to clear the 
backlog of cases at municipal 
and provincial courts.

“This achievement has con-
tributed to the promotion of 
justice as well as the benefit of 
the people,” Yentieng said.

rith said the first achievement 
was due to the contribution of 
the ministry’s leadership, civil 
servants and the judiciary, as well 
as the support from all stake-
holders, especially the AcU.

The press release said it is 
important to build a more com-
prehensive legal framework and 
strengthen the capacity of insti-
tutions involved in the manage-
ment of confiscated goods.

The purpose is to meet the 
international obligations of 
cambodia as a member of the 
UN convention against cor-
ruption (UNcAc) and address 
some practical challenges.

The AcU highly appreciates 
the ministry’s remarkable ef-
forts to overcome past difficul-

ties and challenges. However, 
regarding the management and 
confiscation of goods, cambo-
dia still has more obligations to 
fulfil regarding the legal frame-
work, procedures and imple-
mentation mechanisms.

According to AcU, the im-
plementation of management 
and seizure of goods in the 
past has faced many challeng-
es, such as the limited ability 
and inconsistent practices. 

The AcU said that on August 
30, last year, the council of min-
isters approved the draft evalua-
tion report on the second round 
review of the implementation 
of the UNcAc in cambodia. 

The meeting also measured 
the implementation of inter-
national obligations under the 
UNcAc and the actual needs 
of cambodia. 

Hence, the government de-
cided to appoint the ministry 
and the AcU to study and ex-
amine the possibility of estab-
lishing laws that benefit the 
state on the management of 
confiscated goods.

ministries to establish more 
medical facilities in Kingdom

Officials agree on seized-goods control

Former opposition leader Sam Rainsy walks to the Phnom Penh Municipal Court in 2014. HONG MENEA

Veal Denh Health Centre in Veal Denh village in Stung Treng province’s 
westernmost commune of Anlong Chrey. FACEBOOK

Forestry crime evidence seized in Mondulkiri province. HENG CHivOAN 



Long Kimmarita

AGENTS from the Counter-
Counterfeit Committee of 
Cambodia (CCCC) have 
impounded nearly five tonnes 
of e-cigarettes, shishas and 
other smoking equipment this 
year and are preparing to 
destroy them. 

In a press release on Decem-
ber 29, the CCCC said the con-
traband had been seized in 
raids of nine sites – four in 
Phnom Penh, one in Battam-
bang and four in Banteay 
Meanchey.

The report listed confiscated 
equipment, including “46,352 
smoking machines, 10 boxes 
of repair tools, 525 battery 
units, 15,831 bottles of vape oil 
and many other tools.”

The CCCC said distributors 
of e-cigarettes had violated 
parameters established by the 
National Authority for Com-
bating Drugs and the Tobacco 
Control Law. They were made 
to sign confessions and cease 
and desist orders. 

“Prosecutors decided to 
impound these products at the 
committee headquarters for 
destruction. In the past, the 
CCCC destroyed nearly one 
tonne of such products, and it 
is prepared to destroy four 
more tonnes of them in the 
near future,” the CCCC said.

It added that e-cigarettes had 
been widely publicised on social 
media where they were disin-
genuously claimed to be a tool 
to quit smoking cigarettes. It 
warned that the number of 
e-cigarettes users was increas-
ing and illicit sales of the prod-
ucts were widespread. 

“Shisha and e-cigarettes are a 
new type of drug that poses a 
risk to Cambodian youths in the 
present and the future. Young 
people could be affected to 
abandon their studies or work 
and cause other worrisome 
social problems,” it said.

The CCCC called on the pub-
lic to cooperate in reporting 
information about locations 
where such products are pro-
duced and distributed.

Cambodia Movement for 
Health executive director Mom 
Kong applauded efforts to stop 
the distribution of products 
that harm people’s health, par-
ticularly those which affect 
youths.

“E-cigarettes are the gateway 
that leads young people to use 
other drugs and spread per-
son-to-person infections such 
as Covid-19 because they can 
be shared among individuals. 
We know that information 
about them was spread widely 
on Facebook, and as a precau-
tionary measure, police should 
crack down on them more 
strictly,” he said.

The CCCC claimed that 
although the products did not 
contain addictive compounds 
listed in the annex of the Drug 
Control Law, they contained 
high concentrations of nico-
tine which can have a serious 
impact on health as a contrib-
uting cause to lung, stomach 
and oesophageal cancers, res-
piratory disorders, and heart 
and kidney disease.

It also warned that e-ciga-
rettes could be even more dan-
gerous if the liquids used in 
them are blended with other 
drugs.
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Nov Sivutha

FOrEST and wildlife con-
servationists claim that land 
grabs and encroachment in 
the Phnom Tnout-Phnom Pok 
Wildlife Sanctuary, which spans 
two districts of Preah Vihear 
province and one district of 
Siem reap province, have in-
creased significantly as of late.

Environmental activists 
worry that it may be a bad 
sign for Cambodia’s wildlife 
sanctuaries in general if this 
trend continues. 

Ben Davis, a US conserva-
tionist working in the sanctu-
ary, told The Post on December 
28 that while illegal logging op-
erations in the area have per-
sisted, the jump in activity that 
he is most alarmed about is an 
increase in migrants from oth-
er provinces trying to occupy 
the land, with few if any locals 
from nearby communities ap-
parently involved. 

While patrolling, Davis said 
he had encountered people 
who have invaded the sanc-
tuary and occupied its land 
by cutting down trees to set 
up outposts or camp sites and 
then used spray paint to mark 
the supposed boundaries of 
their newly acquired land. 

Davis said these people had 
told him that they came from 
Battambang province. 

He has also encountered a 
large number of border posts 
placed within the sanctuary’s 
boundaries, though the peo-
ple responsible for placing 
them there are often nowhere 
to be found. 

He said this creeping en-

croachment onto the sanctu-
ary’s land is a grave threat to 
its continued existence.  

“It’s not so much individual 
people or families who en-
croach upon the land in order 
to live there themselves. Most 
of them are actually working 
for businesses or have been 
hired by rich people to do it. 

“People are told that if they 
seize the land, they will get a 
piece of it for themselves. For 
example, if they occupy 10ha 
of land, they’re told they’ll get 
to keep 5ha. 

“In this latest case, we ar-
rested two people and had 
them imprisoned two weeks 
ago. They claimed that all this 
[sanctuary] land belonged to 
their bosses,” he said.

According to Davis, most of 
the encroachers occupying 
land in the Phnom Tnout-
Phnom Pok Wildlife Sanctu-
ary immediately try to sell 
the land because they do not 
actually want to live there. He 

pointed out that the sanctu-
ary’s land is largely useless for 
farming and agriculture be-
cause of its rocky soil. 

Davis expressed uncer-
tainty as to the motivation of 
the encroachers or the people 
paying them to do it given 
the poor soil conditions there 
but he speculated that it is 
possible that they ultimately 
intended to use the land – or 
sell it to be used by others – 
for something other than ag-
riculture, such as mining or 
some other industry. 

This sudden increase in ac-
tivity has the appearances of 
an organised effort on behalf 
of persons unknown to ille-
gally take possession of the 
sanctuary’s land, he said.

In December alone, Davis 
has witnessed firsthand nu-
merous attempts to encroach 
upon more than 50ha in the 
protected area, causing sig-
nificant damage and disrupt-
ing its use as a habitat by the 

sanctuary’s wildlife.
Preah Vihear provincial De-

partment of Environment di-
rector Song Chan Socheat said 
he had not received any recent 
reports of illegal encroach-
ment in the sanctuary, other 
than the reports related to the 
two men Davis had appre-
hended and who have since 
been sent to court on charges 
of land encroachment.

“According to the law, peo-
ple who invade wildlife sanc-
tuaries and conservation ar-
eas and try to occupy its land 
will be punished,” he said.

Lor Chan, the Preah Vihear 
provincial coordinator for 
rights group Adhoc, said he 
had been informed through 
unofficial channels that a 
large group of people had in-
vaded and illegally occupied 
the Phnom Tnout-Phnom Pok 
Wildlife Sanctuary, confirming 
the account given by Davis.

“I don’t want to take sides [on 
this issue] but there are defi-
nitely migrants encroaching 
on public land held by the lo-
cal community as well as these 
protected areas and lands un-
der Davis’ care,” he said.

According to Chan, if these 
people are doing this because 
they do not own any land to 
live on and actually need it for 
that purpose, they can request 
that the government grant 
them a social land concession 
taken from areas designated 
by the state for settlement in-
stead of breaking the law and 
harming the environment by 
encroaching upon the land 
within wildlife sanctuaries or 
conservation areas.

Land grabs spike in northern Cambodia

‘All economic sectors 
should be improved’

Labour ministry says will extend 
subsidies for suspended workers
Mom Kunthear

T
HE Ministry of Labour 
and Vocational Train-
ing announced new 
payments to be made 

to workers in the garment and 
tourist sectors who had been 
laid off due to the Covid-19 
pandemic. The latest subsidies 
will be the 44th round of pay-
ments which have totalled over 
$20 million in aggregate. 

The ministry said disburse-
ments would be made to 4,838 
workers of 28 factories and 
other enterprises in the tar-
geted sectors. The businesses 
had received permission to 
suspend the workers’ con-
tracts under the Labour Law.

recipients would be notified 
by text messages from Wing 
(Cambodia) Limited Special-
ised Bank, and they would have 
10 days to collect payment. 
Unclaimed benefits would be 
returned to the government

In his public address on 
December 29, Prime Minister 
Hun Sen cited a report from 
labour minister Ith Sam Heng 
which noted there were cur-
rently 43 factory closures, af-
fecting 14,578 workers.

“Since the beginning of the 
programme, the government 
has provided 83 billion riel 
to 329,091 factory employees 
who have been suspended 

from their work,” he said.
Hun Sen noted that some 

businesses had closed briefly 
before reopening. The gov-
ernment would continue to 
support workers whose con-
tracts were suspended.

“We must continue to pro-
vide payments to laid-off 
workers. The government has 
the resources to assist these 
people,” he said.

The government decided to 
extend support payments for 
the first three months of the 

new year for suspended work-
ers in the garment, textile, foot-
wear and handbag industries, 
providing $40 per month. Em-
ployers are obliged to provide 
an additional $30, bringing the 
total monthly subsidy to $70. 

Separately, the Ministry of 
Health said on December 30 
that a 37-year-old Cambodi-
an man from Phnom Penh’s 
Tuol Kork district had recov-
ered from Covid-19. He had 
been infected after visiting 
a Zando fashion store on the 

evening of November 28. 
As of December 30, Cambo-

dia had recorded a total of 364 
Covid-19 cases with 361 re-
coveries. Of the three patients 
remaining hospitalised, one 
is an imported case and two 
are linked to the November 28 
community incident – a ref-
erence to the first confirmed 
case of local transmission.

The government announced 
an official conclusion of the 
November 28 event on De-
cember 29.

There have been 43 factory closures, affecting 14,578 workers. hoNG MENEA

Five tonnes of seized 
vape products set to be 
destroyed: committee

Continued from page 1

and vocational education and 
training institutions. Among 
them, 38 are state-owned, 45 
private-owned, and 25 run by 
non-governmental organisa-
tions. From 2015 to 2019, all 
these institutions had trained 
238,309 trainees, according to 
the master plan.

It said that every year, Cam-
bodia needs a labour force of 
around 310,000  people – 80,000 
for the construction industry, 
60,000 for the garment industry, 
60,000 for the manufacturing 
sector, 40,000 in the hotel and 
hospitality sector, 40,000 for 
the trade industry, and 30,000 
in the transportation and com-
munication sector.

Ministry spokesman Heng 
Sour said on December 30 that 
the $493.1 million five-year 
master plan will be funded by 
the state and its development 
partners.

Cambodian Labour Confed-
eration president Ath Thorn 
said the master plan sounds 
good, particularly on skill de-
velopment, as the Cambodian 
workforce has been viewed by 
other countries as low-skilled. 
He said Cambodia lacks of skil-

ful experts in almost all sectors. 
“Cambodia has a workforce 

of up to 600,000  in the tour-
ism sector. This sector does 
not have many experts and if 
we compare it to other sectors, 
this should be one of the priori-
ties. Agriculture also needs to 
have many more experts. Most 
of the people in this sector face 
the work challenges of produc-
ing raw materials and food pro-
cessing. 

“All sectors should be im-
proved. Even the garment sec-
tor lacks highly skilled experts. 
In the construction sector, we 
still need many Vietnamese 
and Chinese to join the work-
force,” Thorn said.

He suggested that the min-
istry encourage business own-
ers to train their own staff as 
required by the labour law. He 
said the ministry seemed to 
have overlooked this. 

If companies fill this gap, 
there will be enough skilled la-
bourers in the workforce. If they 
companies don’t and let the 
ministry put in the effort alone, 
then the training planned by 
the ministry will not meet the 
market demand and the lack 
of skilled workers will con-
tinue, Thorn said.

Boundary poles erected in Phnom Thnout-Phnom Pok Wildlife Sanctuary. 
SUPPLIED
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rules tightened to safeguard Khnong Phsar
Long Kimmarita

T
He ministry of environment 
has warned tourists visiting 
Khnong Phsar mountain, a 
wilderness area rich in bio-

diversity, that anyone caught using 
a vehicle, cutting down trees for fire-
wood or dumping rubbish there that 
causes any damage or serious impact 
to the natural landscape can face a 
fine of between one million and 10 
million riel ($250 and $2,500). 

Located in the central cardamom 
mountains National Park border-
ing Koh Kong, Pursat and Kampong 
Speu provinces, Khnong Phsar 
mountain is a popular area for tour-
ists and adventurers to go hiking in 
and view the spectacular sunrise 
and sunset. It is considered by many 
to be a natural paradise with grass-
lands and forests that are still pris-
tine and filled with an abundance of 
wildlife. 

In a recent statement, the ministry 
said many tourists had visited the 
area to admire its beautiful natural 
environment, but it also observed 
that some used vehicles, cut down 
trees for firewood and to make 
campsites, and also disposed of 
their solid waste irresponsibly – in a 
manner that it said caused damage 
to the environment and seriously 
degraded the beauty of the natural 
landscape.

In order to effectively manage 
and maintain the natural paradise 
found at Khnong Phsar mountain 
for the long-term benefit of society, 
the ministry has strictly prohibited 
those activities. 

“If for some reason the use of a 
vehicle is absolutely necessary, due 

to an emergency, for example, the 
persons operating it must request 
permission from the ministry be-
forehand.

“The ministry reserves the right to 
confiscate any items, including any 
vehicles, which are found to be in-
volved in the commission of illegal 
activities on the mountain and to 
hold them as evidence and dispose 
of them as state property in accor-

dance with the law on natural pro-
tected areas in Article 59 and other 
related articles,” the statement said.

Offenders may also be required 
to repair any damage they have 
caused.  

ministry spokesman Neth Pheak-
tra told The Post on december 28 
that the measures applied to all 
tourists who wished to visit Kh-
nong Phsar mountain and that they 

should familiarise themselves with 
the rules beforehand and behave re-
sponsibly while visiting there.

He added that the ministry would 
work to identify the specific loca-
tions or boundaries where vehicles 
are not allowed to go any further 
and post clear notices there to avoid 
any possible confusion. 

Pheaktra elaborated that the for-
est rangers who are protecting the 

central cardamom National Park, 
the surrounding communities, and 
other local authorities are all going 
to be participating in keeping watch 
over the area and making sure that 
these regulations are obeyed and 
that the appropriate penalties are 
enforced when they are not. He also 
requested the assistance of any tour-
ists who visit there to report anyone 
they see breaking these rules to the 
authorities.

A representative of the Warrior 
camp tour group who asked not 
to be named told The Post that the 
tour groups he led to Khnong Phsar 
mountain had always been con-
ducted in accordance with the min-
istry’s guidelines, but some tourists 
have left plastic rubbish all over the 
place in some of the fields.

“regarding the rubbish issue, there 
are rubbish cans set up along some 
of the paths that visitors could throw 
their waste away in, but sometimes 
they don’t bother out of laziness or 
exhaustion from hiking. What we 
recommend and try to do ourselves 
is to just never bring any disposable 
plastic with us in the first place. 

“most of the time I pack food us-
ing banana or lotus leaves, and very 
little if any plastic,” he said.

As someone who leads nature tour 
groups and as a nature lover him-
self, he said he hopes that these new 
measures help to preserve the natu-
ral environment and biodiversity 
found on Khnong Phsar mountain. 

He hopes more tourists will start to 
realise that they must do their part 
in protecting Khnong Phsar moun-
tain, and all such places in cambo-
dia and the world by behaving re-
sponsibly when visiting them.

Located in the Central Cardamom Mountains National Park bordering Koh Kong, Pursat and Kampong Speu provinces, Khnong Phsar is 
considered a natural paradise with grasslands and forests that are still pristine and filled with an abundance of wildlife. post staff



Mom Kunthear

THE Apsara National Author-
ity (ANA) captured 16 macaque 
monkeys that had been living 
in and around the Bayon Tem-
ple compound.

The ANA noted that opera-
tions to capture nuisance 
monkeys at the temple and 
relocate them happened 
almost every year because 
they become accustomed to 
people, especially if they are 
fed. 

The ANA said their plan was 
to take the monkeys to the 
Phnom Tamao Zoo, but only 
temporarily. They would quar-
antine them there and observe 
them for any signs of illness.

If they appear to be in good 
health they will be released 
into the wild again but into an 
area that is free of tourists and 
other people. 

The ANA emphasised that 
no monkeys would be harmed 
or killed as a result of this 
operation.

The monkeys had been dis-
turbing tourists recently and 
there was some concern that 
their presence could damage the 
temple ruins by causing wear 
and tear on them over time. 

The ANA said some of the 
wild monkeys had become too 
accustomed to receiving food 
from tourists and other people 
and this had effectively domes-
ticated them, turning them 
into animals more akin to pets, 
but not entirely given their fre-
quent habits of stealing food 
and biting people.  

Not being accustomed to 
spending time around a cou-
ple of dozen hungry macaque 
monkeys, some tourists were 
alarmed and complained to 
park authorities. 

According to an ANA notice 
on December 28, in addition 
to causing disturbances 
involving tourists the monkeys 
had posed a risk to the temples 
by inadvertently knocking 
stones loose and causing oth-
er minor damage that could 
become a problem if it accu-
mulated over time. 

ANA spokesman Long Kosal 
said when they decided to 
intervene and capture the 
monkeys, they went to the offi-
cials at the Forestry Adminis-
tration who readily agreed to 
help with the effort.

There were some members 
of the public who frowned 
upon the monkey removal 
raid, according to Kosal.

“[I told them] these mon-
keys are no longer afraid of 
people because people have 
been feeding them. Now, 
when people don’t feed them 
the monkeys get upset and 
steal the food anyways and 
even bite people. 

“They are wild animals and 
need to be moved into the for-
est for their own good, but 
also because they have bitten 
tourists and could damage 
the temples. We asked for eve-
ryone’s cooperation to safe-
guard the public, the temples, 
and the monkeys them-
selves,” he said.

Kosal added that 16 macaque 
monkeys had been captured 
so far, but efforts were still 
ongoing.

Kosal denied rumours that 
had been spread about the 
death of two of the monkeys. 
He said the monkeys in ques-
tion had been rendered uncon-
scious by a dart with a sedative 
in it, a common practice used 
to subdue wild animals with-
out harming them.

The monkeys were darted by 
experienced animal handlers 
from the Animal Rescue and 

Treatment Office and no last-
ing harm was done to them.

Sek Seng, deputy chief of the 
Animal Rescue and Treatment 
Office under the Forestry 
Administration, said the mon-
keys will be temporarily kept 
at the Phnom Tamao Zoo. 

“We will take them there first 
so that specialists can observe 
them and take care of their 
health. When the time is right, 

we will release them into a for-
est that is part of a wildlife 
sanctuary guarded by rangers. 
We think they will be safe 
there,” he said.

The authorities are continu-
ing to search for more macaque 
monkeys thought to be present 
in the Angkor Park area to join 
the 16 already in custody, first 
at the zoo and then at their 
new home in a sanctuary.

National
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PHNOM PENH, 31 De-
cember 2020: Integrated 
telecommunications 

infrastructure services company 
edotco (Cambodia) Co., Ltd has 
launched its “Tower To Com-
munity Clean Water” project 
in Kampong Speu province as 
part of wider green initia-
tives under its corporate social 
responsibility programme.

The innovative solar power 
water pump will extract under-
ground water and transfer it to 
a large storage tank to ensure 
the community of Raong Masin 
Village in Oral district’s Tasal 
Commune – home to more 
than 300 families – has an eco-
friendly source of clean water. 

“At edotco we are commit-
ted to improving quality of 
living and to environmental re-
sponsibility. We have provided 
this innovative solar power 
water pump in this community 
where people live with limited 
access to water. 

“Where electricity is scarce, 
solar can be a part of the 
answer, providing an easy 
solution to water shortage 
problems to supply potable 
drinking water, as well as for 
irrigating crops and watering 
livestock,” said Phillip Wong, 
chief regional officer, ASEAN 
North, at edotco Group.

The system uses four solar 
panels to power the unit for up 
to six hours per day, pumping 
3sqm of water per hour, which 
equates to 15-18sqm per day. 
The storage tank has a capacity 
of 5,000 litres. 

A main advantage of a 
solar water pump is that it 
uses sunlight, minimising 
dependency on electricity or 
diesel, and brings zero cost to 
the community.

The Tower to Community 
Clean Water project is part of 
edotco’s core sustainability 
initiatives, which comprise 
two main pillars – communi-
ty enrichment and environ-
mental responsibility. 

These are aligned with the 
UN Sustainable Development 
Goals 2030 (SDGs), and along 
with Cambodia have also 
been successfully implement-
ed in other environmental 
programmes in Bangladesh 
and Malaysia.

The company believes that 
a sustainable future relies on 
a healthy environment and 
an enriched community that 
realises its potential. 

This green clean water 
initiative is part of edotco’s 

continued commitment to 
improving the quality of life 
of the communities living 
near its tower sites. 

 The self-sustaining eco-
friendly clean water system 
signifies meaningful efforts 
to enrich the quality of the 
environment and the lives 
of community members in 
Kampong Speu province. 

In building shared con-
nectivity for a sustainable 
future, edotco is championing 
the way by providing world-
class telecoms infrastruc-
ture services and solutions 
that work in harmony with 
communities and the wider 
environment. 

About edotco Cambodia
Edotco (Cambodia) Co., Ltd., 
was launched as an indepen-
dent business in 2013 and 
currently owns and operates 
3,700 telecom towers through-
out Cambodia. 

edotco launches clean water initiative in 
Cambodia with first of its kind solar pump
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Tech training 
benefits 144K 
farm families
Nov Sivutha

A 
PROGRAmmE pro-
moting a new agri-
cultural technology 
that assists with mit-

igating the effects of climate 
change has served 144,000 
families throughout the coun-
try since the ministry of Agri-
culture, Forestry and Fisheries 
launched it in 2015.  

Under the programme, 
farmers learn how to grow 
vegetables in net-houses, 
which are similar to green-
houses in purpose in that 
they protect plants. But they 
are low cost and easy to set 
up, take down and transport. 

Net-houses are not tem-
perature controlled and use 
simple netting instead of 
glass panels, mainly for the 
purposes of keeping pests 
away from the farmer’s crops 
while also providing shade for 
plants that require it.

Agriculture minister Veng 
Sakhon told The Post that the 
programme was an important 
part of both short and long-
term planning for the ministry.

“This project has been an 
effective means to practically 
implement the government’s 
strategic plan for agriculture 
in the medium to long term. It 
has been a big help in the drive 
towards modernisation of the 
agricultural sector in cambo-
dia and it does it inclusively 
[by allowing a large number 
of participants] while keeping 
prices competitive [by using 
low cost technology]. 

“It puts a focus on the impor-
tance of adapting [agricultural 
methods] to climate change in 
a sustainable way,” he said.

Seang Vanseth, director of 
the Banteay meanchey pro-
vincial Department of Agri-
culture, told The Post that over 
the last few years cambodia 
has been experiencing the ef-
fects of climate change, such 
as higher average tempera-
tures and unusually severe 
flooding, and so the ministry 
has now extended this pro-
gramme across the country.

“The programme trains 

farmers in the use of net-
houses to grow vegetables 
and I believe we’ll see wide-
spread use of this technique 
by our farmers,” he said.

He explained that growing 
vegetables in net-houses re-
quired far less water than it 
otherwise would and it con-
trols pests without the use of 
pesticides.

“This technique has even 
been used to grow rice with 
less water, using rice seeding 
machines,” he said.

For the purposes of the 
programme, farmers were 
formed into groups accord-
ing to what crops they were 
to grow. One group might 
be growing rice, cassava and 
other vegetables while an-
other could be raising fish or 
chickens. The ministry then 
assists the farmers in finding 
buyers for their produce and 
negotiating fair prices.

 “We find customers and set 
up a meeting between them 
and the groups of farmers to 
negotiate on prices for export or 
for sale at the market,” he said.

Vanseth told The Post that in 
Banteay meanchey province 
– from 2019 until now – there 
have been 65 groups of farm-
ers. Each group was com-
prised of 30 to 50 members 
who were all participating in 
the ministry’s programme.

chheng Bo, a farmer from 
m’lou Prey I commune in 
Preah Vihear province’s 
chheb district, implemented 
the programme after receiv-
ing training from specialists. 
He said the techniques really 
worked and enabled farmers 
to grow crops during the dry 
and rainy seasons. The proj-
ect had generated decent in-
come for them to provide for 
their families.

“In the past, when we grew 
crops outdoors without any 
covering, the crops suffered 
from the heat and from pests 
and we didn’t make much 
money. The nets that the 
ministry taught us how to use 
make a big difference and we 
can make a good income this 
way,” he said.

Cucumber farming in Prey Veng province on December 10. supplied

‘Nuisance monkeys’ relocated from 
temples to zoo to protect tourists

Monkeys at Angkor Wat temple in Siem Reap province. facebook
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JAPAN and South Korea are 
pushing ahead with a contro-
versial coal plant in Vietnam 
and will provide $1.8 billion in 
loans for the project, despite 
having announced ambitious 
pledges to become carbon-
neutral on their home turf.

The state-aligned Japan 
bank for International coop-
eration (JbIc) said it will lend 
around $636 million to the 
Vung Ang 2 project in central 
Vietnam, which has come 
under international criticism 
and even divided opinion 
within Japan’s government.

Private financial institu-
tions and the export-Import 
bank of Korea will also pro-
vide loans, with the total 
amounting to $1.77 billion, 
JbIc said on december 29.

The 1,200mW Vung Ang 
2 plant was first proposed 
over a decade ago and has 
received investment from 
heavyweight firms like mit-
subishi corporation.

Japan said in July it would 
tighten rules for investment 
in foreign coal-fired power 
stations on environmental 
grounds, but stopped short 
of promising to end govern-
ment funding for projects or 
axe existing ones.

The country also recently 
unveiled plans to boost re-
newable energy and phase 
out petrol cars in a bid to 

reach its new goal for carbon 
neutrality by 2050. South Ko-
rea has also made a similar 
pledge this year.

Vung Ang 2 came under fire 
in may when 127 environ-
mental groups from around 
40 countries signed a petition 
calling on all the Japanese 
parties involved – reported to 
include big private banks – to 
pull out of the project.

“It’s a real disappointment,” 
eri Watanabe from 350.org, 
which signed the may peti-
tion, said on december 30 
about JbIc’s announcement.

She said: “It shows the Japa-
nese government is not very 
serious about complying with 
the Paris agreement and miti-
gating cO2 emissions.”

The Global energy moni-
tor watchdog last year said 
Japan accounted for over $4.8 
billion in financing for coal 
power plants abroad – partic-
ularly in Indonesia, Vietnam 
and bangladesh.

Japan’s environment minister 
Shinjiro Koizumi has also raised 
concern over the country’s fi-
nancial support for the project.

“To me, this is wrong . . . as 
we are facing a lot of criticism 
from the international com-
munity,” he said in January. 
“I want to change Japanese 
policies to those that can fur-
ther contribute to decarboni-
sation.” AFP

May Kunmakara 

THe council for the develop-
ment of cambodia (cdc) on 
december 29 approved three 
new investment projects 
worth more than $15 million.

Among the projects approved 
was Hr enterprise co Ltd’s $3.1 
million cardboard case fac-
tory, located in bek chan com-
mune’s Andong village in Kan-
dal province’s westernmost Ang 
Snuol district, which will create 
205 jobs, the cdc said.

cambodian New Juihuan 
Trading co Ltd’s $5.2 mil-
lion metal processing and 
pneumatic tubing factory in 
Preah Sihanouk province’s Si-
hanoukville Special economic 
Zone also got the nod, and is 
expected to generate 120 jobs.

With the cdc’s green light, 
Pinnacle Home collection co 
Ltd’s $6.9 million light bulb, 
lamp parts and packaging ma-
terials plant in Svay rieng prov-
ince’s Hi-Park Special economic 
Zone will provide 210 jobs.

cambodia chamber of com-
merce vice-president Lim Heng 
told The Post on december 

30 that the Kingdom remains 
attractive amid the lingering 
pandemic due to the overall 
peace and political stability 
safeguarded by the government 
in a bid to safeguard investors 
and the private sectors.

He said: “The cdc is pre-
paring a new investment law 
that will increase the allure 
for investors in response to 
the current state of affairs. 
We, the private sector work-
ing team have also strived to 
strengthen internal work to 
engage with the government.

“moreover, the government 
has developed a policy to ex-
pand externally and strength-
en internal [controls], which 
aims to reach a higher level 
of competitive excellence 
and further expand markets. 
These are important factors 
in attracting investment.”

Heng stressed the key role of 
technological modernisation 
in wooing more investors to the 
Kingdom. “The government is 
doing its utmost to overhaul 
and modernise its electronic 
registration systems and online 
tax payments as well.”

Japan, South Korea 
run with VN coal plant 
despite climate vows

cdc approves three 
projects worth $15m

Pm: exports hit $16b in 2020

crab banks buoy marine fisheries yields

May Kunmakara

c
AmbOdIA’S total 
exports reached 
$16 billion this year, 
marking an increase 

of more than 14 per cent com-
pared to 2019, despite the 
spread of covid-19 and the re-
sulting disruption to produc-
tion and slowdown in global 
supply chain expansion.

The Kingdom’s trade vol-
ume with other countries 
stood at $32 billion, Prime 
minister Hun Sen told a live 
press briefing on december 
29, citing preliminary data.

This is down from $36.7 
billion last year, according to 
National bank of cambodia 
(Nbc) figures.

The prime minister noted 
that exports of the Kingdom’s 
seven key agricultural products 
clocked in at $3.881 billion. milled 
rice accounted for 675,000 
tonnes (up 11.11 per cent year-
on-year) worth $514 million.

Shipments of cassava, cashew 
nuts, mango, yellow bananas 
and Pailin longan weighed in at 
seven million tonnes, 218,884 
tonnes, 850,000 tonnes, 313 
tonnes and 174 tonnes, respec-
tively, valued at “more than $1 
billion”, $288 million, $473 mil-
lion, $551 million and $57 mil-
lion, he said.

Peppercorn exports were 
worth $25 million, he added.

“Although [we’ve suffered 
from] the spread of the covid-
19 pandemic, our exports re-
main good. We saw loads of 

gains in agricultural products.
“We’ll continue to expand 

our export markets to keep 
pace with our burgeoning 
agriculture. We’ve already 
penned the regional compre-
hensive economic Partner-
ship [rceP], which provides 
us additional access to mar-
kets such as Japan, Australia, 
china and New Zealand.

“And we also struck a [free 
trade] agreement with china 
and we’ll have another one with 
[South] Korea and then with 
eurasia,” Hun Sen explained.

Garment manufacturers 
Association in cambodia sec-
retary-general Ken Loo said 
garment and footwear exports 

dipped 10 per cent in the first 
10 months of this year.

He said: “I don’t have the 
full-year data yet . . . [but] the 
trend for 2021 will depend on 
the covid-19 situation in the 
respective markets. Nothing 
much we can do.”

According to the Nbc, cam-
bodian exports amounted to 
$14.53 billion and imports 
$22.19 billion, year-on-year 
increases of 12.7 per cent and 
18.6 per cent, respectively.

but the Kingdom’s trade def-
icit with the rest of the world 
continued to widen last year 
to $7.66 billion, a 31.6 per cent 
increase compared to 2018.

cambodia mainly exports 

garments, textiles, footwear, 
milled rice and bicycles, and 
imports raw materials for the 
garment and automotive sectors, 
fuel and construction materials.

The US was the largest market 
for the Kingdom’s exports last 
year, accounting for 29.6 per 
cent. Japan ranked second at 
7.7 per cent, followed by Germa-
ny at 7.2 per cent, china (6.9 per 
cent) and the UK (6.6 per cent).

cambodian imports last 
year were mostly from china, 
which accounted for 43.1 per 
cent. Thailand was second 
at 15.5 per cent, followed by 
Vietnam (13.6 per cent), Ja-
pan (4.7 per cent) and South 
Korea (3.4 per cent).

Thou Vireak

PrOVINcIAL fisheries officials 
have said the development 
of crab banks in community 
fisheries has gradually boost-
ed marine crab output.

crab banks are where preg-
nant crabs are stored until their 
attached eggs hatch. members 
of fisheries communities who 
catch pregnant crabs are obliged 
to sell them to the crab banks. 
Once hatched, the zoea larvae 
are released back into the sea.

Kampot provincial Fisheries 
Administration director Sar Sorin 
said there are currently four ac-
tive crab banks in his province, 
which have substantially con-
tributed to meeting daily de-
mand for the marine crabs.

Prior to their establish-
ment, he said some 100 fish-
ing boats would converge on 
the four sites and fishermen 
would catch around a tonne 
of crabs with bamboo traps.

but now 200 fishing boats 
congregate at the crab banks 
and net up to three tonnes 
daily, he added.

“Since we installed the [first] 
crab bank in 2008, crab yields 

have doubled and we can fish in 
all seasons throughout the year. 
We collect horse crabs with eggs 
and release them into the egg-
laying site. On average, we col-
lect about [500 crabs weighing] 
40kg per month,” Sorin said.

Preah Sihanouk provincial 
Fisheries Administration direc-
tor em Phea told The Post that 
an average of 50kg of pregnant 
crabs are released into the prov-
ince’s eight active crab banks.

The crab bank system has 
catalysed a steady surge in 
crab yields in Preah Sihanouk, 
he said without providing 

specific data but noting that a 
survey was in the pipeline.

While aquaculture yields 
in Preah Sihanouk increased 
significantly this year, marine 
fisheries output will be slight-
ly lower than last year’s level, 
he lamented.

Pheng chhay, president of 
the Samros Koh Sdach fisher-
ies community in Koh Kong 
province, said a crab bank 
was set up at his fishery last 
month, in the hopes that ma-
rine crab production among 
the community would enjoy 
annual growth each year.

He said: “With a crab bank 
at our disposal, we expect 
crab yields in our community 
to climb up going forward.”

each boat of crab bank 
members brings in three 
pregnant crabs per day on 
average, he said, noting that 
there are 60 there now.

“We take the female crabs 
with eggs so that they may dis-
perse their larvae, and then we 
release them back to the sea to 
ensure that fisheries yields do 
not fall down the line,” chhay 
said.

The crab bank system has 
been in play since 2008 and is 
implemented by the ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fish-
eries’ Fisheries Administration 
and a number of NGO partners.

According to Sorin, there are 
nearly 30 active crab banks in 
the four coastal provinces – 
Kampot, Kep, Preah Sihanouk 
and Koh Kong.

cambodia exported a to-
tal of 1,730 tonnes of fisher-
ies products in the first nine 
months of this year, down 
more than 84 per cent year-
on-year from 10,980 tonnes, 
ministry figures show.

The Kingdom’s trade volume with other countries stood at $32 billion. HIN PISEI

There are nearly 30 active crab banks in Kep and Cambodia’s three 
other coastal provinces. MINISTRY OF INFORMATION

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,065 1.2802 6.5266 103.24 4.0370 1.3254 29.96 0.7649 1.2268 1.3577
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VIeNTIANe authorities have pledged 
to carry out 30 large-scale develop-
ment projects from now until 2025 in 
a bid to accelerate the Lao capital’s 
economic growth.

most of these projects will be car-
ried out through public-private part-
nerships under the build-Operate-
Transfer (bOT) model as the 
government is encouraging the pri-
vate sector to build infrastructure 
and support the construction of oth-
er facilities.

due to limited funding, the govern-
ment is partnering with the private 
sector to finance development 
projects by offering incentives and 
improving the investment climate.

Vientiane mayor dr Sinlavong 
Khoutphaythoune presented a list of 
the planned 30 mega projects at the 
10th session of the Vientiane People’s 
council, which took place from 
december 28-30.

Among the proposed projects are 
the creation of an agricultural park 
irrigated by water sourced from the 
Nam Houm reservoir, Ngum river 
and mang river over an area of 200sq 
km; a railway and railway station; 
road links to the railway and express-
ways; and construction of a 15.3km 
expressway linking the Thatluang 
marsh Specific economic Zone to the 
dongmakkhai area.

Other planned projects are the con-
struction of a bridge across the Ngum 
river; the Vientiane-Thakhaek 
expressway; new roads connecting to 
the 450-Year road and the airport; 
and construction of a river embank-
ment to prevent flooding.

Also planned is the construction of 
a new international airport in Xayth-
any district. Other projects on the 
drawing board are a smart city; real 
estate development; Vientiane green 
and clean city project; an agricul-
tural area in Pakngum district to grow 
crops for export; commercial parks; 
and tourism-related projects.

Over the past five years, Vien-
tiane’s economy has grown by an 
average of 9.17 per cent, less than the 
target of 11 per cent, with annual per 
capita income averaging $6,000 this 
year. Industry grew by an average of 
11.7 per cent over the past five years, 
the service sector grew by 8.21 per 
cent, and agriculture saw 4.21 per 
cent growth.

This year, the economy of the Lao 
capital and the entire country has 
been hit hard by the covid-19 pan-
demic, slowing the growth of tourism 
and investment and trade with other 
countries. Several mega projects have 
been carried over the past five years, 
contributing to economic growth and 
poverty reduction efforts.

One of the main challenges to the 
development of Vientiane is the huge 
debt owed by the government to 
companies which have financed 
infrastructure projects. Another chal-
lenge is the length of time taken to 
give approval for a development 
project, which slows economic 
growth and the country’s develop-
ment as a whole.

Vientiane is also suffering from a 
rising number of road accidents, 
drug use and trafficking, robberies, 
burglary, and disputes concerning 
land.

These issues require decisive han-
dling and strong measures in order 
to maintain security and public 
order, which are important for the 
successful development of the cap-
ital in the future. VIENTIANE TIMES/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

UK-Vietnam FTA set to become 
effective from dec 31 at 11pm
r

ePreSeNTATIVeS from 
Vietnam and the UK on 
december 29 signed a free 
trade agreement (FTA) 

between the two countries in London.
The two countries’ ambassadors 

were authorised to sign the deal as 
leading officials of the Vietnamese 
government and minister of Industry 
and Trade Tran Tuan Anh were un-
able to travel to the UK to sign directly 
amid the covid-19 pandemic.

On december 11, minister Anh 
and UK Secretary of State for Inter-
national Trade elizabeth Truss signed 
the minutes on the conclusion of ne-
gotiations over the UK-Vietnam FTA 
(UKVFTA) to create a foundation for 
the two nations to conduct necessary 
legal documents for the official signing.

The UKVFTA was negotiated based 
on principles of commitments of 
the eU-Vietnam FTA (eVFTA) with 
necessary adjustments to ensure the 
deal conforms with the Vietnam-UK 
bilateral trade framework.

Accordingly, the deal includes nine 
articles, one Appendix revising some 
articles of the eVFTA, one Protocol 
and one bilateral exchange letter be-
tween Vietnam and the UK.

currently, the two sides are rush-
ing to complete domestic proce-
dures in accordance with the laws of 
each party so as to ensure the agree-
ment can be implemented from 
11pm on december 31.

In the context that the UK official 
left the eU and the brexit transition 
period is about to end on decem-
ber 31, the signing of the free trade 
agreement will ensure bilateral 
trade cannot be disrupted.

As it inherits the eVFTA, the UKVFTA 
will create a comprehensive, long-term 
and stable economic-trade coopera-
tion framework between the two coun-
tries, thus contributing to deepening 
their multifaceted cooperation, espe-

cially when the two sides just extended 
the maintenance of bilateral relations 
at the strategic partnership level.

Vietnam and the UK set up dip-
lomatic relations in 1973. Over the 
past 47 years, bilateral ties have de-
veloped continuously. According to 
the Vietnam General department 
of customs, two-way trade reached 
$6.6 billion last year.

The UK has been the third largest 
trade partner of Vietnam in europe 
after Germany and the Netherlands 
in recent years.

Vietnam mainly exports garment 
and textiles, footwear, wood and 

wooden furniture and seafood to 
the UK, while importing pharma-
ceuticals, machineries and equip-
ment from the UK.

due to the impacts of the covid-19 
pandemic, as of the end of October, 
two-way trade reached only $4.7 bil-
lion, down about 15 per cent, with 
Vietnam’s exports to the UK hitting 
$4.1 billion, a decline of 14.19 per 
cent year-on-year.

In the first eight months of this 
year, the UK had 400 valid projects 
in Vietnam with total registered 
capital of $3.6 billion, ranking 16th 
among countries and territories in-

vesting in Vietnam.
However, the investment scale 

has yet to match the potential of the 
UK – one of the largest countries 
in terms of investing abroad with 
about $300 billion each year.

The UKVFTA is expected to bring 
about more investment and coop-
eration opportunities for the two 
sides, supporting them in post-pan-
demic recovery.

Areas which the UK is strong in and 
Vietnam needs include renewable 
energy, consumer goods production 
and greenhouse gas emission mitiga-
tion. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Asian investors push most markets higher
ASIAN markets mostly enjoyed gains 
on december 30 following the previ-
ous day’s advances, with vaccine and 
economic recovery optimism helping 
investors look past a frightening surge 
in virus cases around the world.

As a rollercoaster year draws to a 
close, two major weights on sentiment 
– US stimulus and the brexit trade deal 
– have been navigated reasonably 
positively, leaving traders a little more 
upbeat about the next few months.

With central banks unlikely to step 
back anytime soon from their vast 
monetary easing programmes, and 
vaccines allowing life to get back to 
some semblance of normality, ana-
lysts are hopeful that equities have a 
long way to go higher.

brian Levitt, a strategist at Invesco, 
told bloomberg TV: “This is an econo-
my that is recovering, policy is going to 
be accommodative for years to come, 
it suggests a good backdrop for risk 
assets – it doesn’t mean there aren’t 
going to be some challenges as we 
progress over the next couple of years.

“The reality is the markets are going 
to be focused on a recovery.”

Wall Street’s three main indexes 
dipped from december 28’s records on 
disappointment that republicans had 
blocked a move to ramp up stimulus 
cash handouts, though there is a feeling 
US lawmakers will eventually push 
ahead with more support measures as 
Joe biden takes over at the White House.

Hong Kong led gains in Asia, rally-
ing more than two per cent, while 
Seoul jumped 1.9 per cent and Shang-
hai and Taipei also put on more than 
one per cent each. There were also 
advances in Singapore and mumbai 
but Tokyo eased after piling on more 
than two per cent on december 29, 
while Wellington, bangkok and Jakar-
ta were also in the red.

Sydney retreated as investor confi-
dence is jolted by fears over a spike 
in infections in the city.

London rose in early trade, while 
Paris and Frankfurt dipped.

The clusters come as a mutated strain 
of the disease, which spreads more 

quickly but is no more deadly, has been 
detected in several countries, putting 
pressure on governments to impose 
stricter containment measures.

And biden warned that the dire 
situation may not ease up until “well 
into march”.

He said: “The next few weeks and 
months are going to be very tough – a 
very tough period for our nation, 
maybe the toughest during this entire 
pandemic.”

Traders are keeping tabs on capitol 
Hill after President donald Trump on 
december 27 finally signed off on a 
$900 billion rescue package, which 
will see the hard-up people receive 

up to $600 handouts to help them 
through the crisis.

There are hopes his demand for 
that to be hiked to $2,000 could come 
to fruition after the democrat-run 
House passed a top-up bill, but 
republican Senate majority Leader 
mitch mcconnell blocked the meas-
ure, refusing to allow a vote.

The president hit out at his party’s 
refusal to provide more cash, tweeting: 
“Unless republicans have a death 
wish, and it is also the right thing to do, 
they must approve the $2,000 pay-
ments ASAP. $600 IS NOT eNOUGH!”

Axi analyst Stephen Innes said 
investors were not expecting any-
thing positive on that front before the 
end of the year.

He said in a commentary: “cham-
pagne corks are readying to pop after 
a hugely and highly unexpected prof-
itable year for many investors. but it 
would have been nicer to see a $2,000 
check in the mailboxes for those that 
needed it the most.”

but he added: “While larger stimu-
lus paychecks would always be a wel-
come addition to the first-quarter 
consumption bonanza, the current 
stimulus level as it sits will drive US 
growth sufficiently higher, bridging 
the gap when people get vaccinated 
and return to those activities most 
impacted by covid-19 such as dining 
out, travelling and other personal 
service-related areas.” AFP

Laos’ capital 
plans 30 large 
development 
projects to 2025

Vietnamese Minister of Industry and Trade Tran Tuan Anh and UK Secretary of State for International Trade Elizabeth Truss sign 
the minutes on the conclusion of negotiations over the UKVFTA on December 11. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

Joe Biden warned that the virus crisis might not ease for another three months. AFP



SOUTH Korea’s housing price rally, 
sparked by a supply shortage and 
tightened regulations throughout the 
year, is likely to continue next year, 
stoking concerns about housing mar-
ket instability.

According to KB Financial Group in 
a report, housing prices across the 
country will see an upward march 
overall next year while two-year rentals 
requiring a refundable lump-sum 
deposit in lieu of monthly rent, called 
“jeonse”, will also be more expensive.

The report, based on a survey of 161 
local property experts from December 
10 to 15, showed that 39 per cent of the 
respondents predicted that home pric-
es in Seoul and nearby cities will grow 
at a rate of five per cent or higher next 
year while 39 per cent said other cities 
across the nation will likely see a one-
to-three per cent increase on average.

The supply shortage and rising 
demand due to rental hikes were the 
main reasons given for the expected 
price increase in the Greater Seoul 
area next year. High liquidity and 
demand for property purchases will 
likely drive up home prices in other 
regions, according to the report.

Toughened rules on taxes and loans 
were picked as key factors that could 
drag down housing prices. The experts 
cited the economic downturn and 
hefty taxes as the main culprits in 
potential property price drops in 
regions other than Seoul.

When it comes to jeonse prices, 33 
per cent of the experts forecast that 
the two-year rental prices will jump 
by seven per cent or higher in the 
Greater Seoul area, compared with 
five per cent or less across the nation. 
Jeonse price growth next year was 
anticipated to be driven by a supply 
shortage and high demand.

An official at KB Research, a market 
research unit of the financial firm, said: 
“One of the crucial issues in the prop-
erty market next year will be about how 
to stabilise the heated market.

“Skyrocketing rental prices, tax bur-
dens on multiple-home owners, and 
the still-ongoing coronavirus pan-
demic will be some of the important 
issues in the market as well.”

The Bank of Korea’s recent data also 
showed that the consumer sentiment 
index for future housing prices spiked 
to an all-time high of 132 this month. 

A reading above 100 means more peo-
ple expect price increases than those 
anticipating price drops.

An official from the central bank 
said: “The rising apartment prices 
across the nation have attributed to 
the increase of the index.”

Meanwhile, a separate report pub-
lished by commercial bank KB Kook-
min Bank showed that 14 districts 
located in the northern part of the 
capital saw their median apartment 
price rise 2.93 per cent to 820 million 
won ($750,000) this month, crossing 
the 800 million won mark for the first 
time since the related data started to 
be compiled in December 2008. The 
median price in the district stood at 
643 million won in January this year.

It has been on an upward trajectory 
since President Moon Jae-in took 
office in May 2017. It surpassed 500 
million won in April 2018 and 600 mil-
lion won in January last year.

The northern part of the city, called 
Gangbuk, meaning north of the Han 
River, is considered relatively afford-
able. Gangnam, on the other hand, 
refers to the posh districts in southern 
Seoul. The Gangnam region saw its 

median home price increase 35 mil-
lion won over the course of the year 
– from 912 million won in January to 
947 million won this month.

The report concluded that strict 
government restrictions on taxes and 
mortgages managed to put a lid on 
housing prices in the Gangnam region 
this year, but pushed homebuyers to 

flock to the northern part of the city.
The jeonse supply shortage, caused 

by government rules that allow ten-
ants to extend their two-year contracts 
for an additional two years, also 
nudged people to purchase homes in 
the city’s northern districts, according 
to the bank’s report. THE KOREA HERALD/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Property

ReSIDeNTIAL real estate 
prices of various types of new 
housing units in the Philip-
pines declined marginally in 
the third quarter of the year as 
demand was impacted by the 
coronavirus pandemic, ac-
cording to the central bank.

In a statement, the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas said the av-
erage value of homes across the 
country contracted by 0.4 per 
cent during the July-September 
period based on the latest Resi-
dential Real estate Price Index.

A similar trend was observed 
quarter-on-quarter with the 
pricing indicator declining by 
14.1 per cent.

“This is the first time that the 
[price index] posted negative 
[annual] growth since the start 
of the series in the first quarter 
of 2016,” the agency said. “The 
decline in the real estate price 
index may be partly due to the 
weak consumer demand for 
houses and lots.”

It added that the results 
were consistent with the out-
come of the third quarter this 
year consumer expectations 
Survey, which pointed to the 
low preference of consumers 
to buy real estate property 
amid the pandemic and eco-
nomic uncertainty.

Residential property prices in 
Metro Manila declined by 12.2 
per cent relative to a year ago, 
while prices outside the me-
tropolis grew by 6.4 per cent.

In the National capital Re-
gion, the decrease in prices 
of condominium units and 
duplexes outweighed the in-
crease in prices of single de-
tached/attached hou ses and 
townhouses. Meanwhile, pric-
es outside the metropolis rose 
across all types of housing 
units, except for the prices of 
duplexes in the same period.

The change in residential 
property prices by type of 
housing units was mixed in 
the third quarter.

Prices of condominium units 
and duplexes fell during this 
period relative to 2019 levels 
by 15 per cent and 8.8 per cent, 
respectively. By contrast, town-
houses and single detached or 
attached houses recorded a 
growth in prices at 12 per cent 
and 7.4 per cent, respectively, 
for the same period.

Meanwhile, the quarterly 
decline in property values was 
accounted for by lower prices 
of condominium units and 
single detached or attached 
houses that more than offset 
the price increases of duplexes 
and townhouses. Notably, for 
both periods, the price of con-
dominium units contracted.

In the third quarter, the num-
ber of real estate loans granted 
for all types of new housing 
units in the nation declined 
by 43.3 per cent year-on-year, 
but rose by 59.7 per cent on a 
quarter-on-quarter basis.

The average appraised value 
per square metre of new hous-
ing units in the country con-
tracted by 18.3 per cent on an 
annual basis and 35.6 per cent 
quarterly. Negative annual and 
quarterly growth rates were re-
corded in Metro Manila.

Outside the metropolis, the 
average appraised value per 
square metre of new proper-
ties increased annually, but 
decreased quarterly.

By type of new housing 
units, single detached or at-
tached houses and town-
houses registered higher av-
erage appraised values, while 
lower appraised values were 
observed for condominium 
units and duplexes. PHILIPPINE 

DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Philippine property 
prices decrease for 
first time since 2016

OcIc says will build flyover 
from capital to new airport
Hin Pisei

O
VeRSeAS cambo-
dian Investment 
corp (OcIc), the 
owner of the new 

Phnom Penh international air-
port project, has announced 
that it will begin construction 
of a 21.5km flyover next year 
from the city centre to the air-
port at an estimated cost of 
$400 million.

But government officials 
have said they have not yet 
received the company’s plans 
for the project.

“We will construct as a fly-
over that is unlike the high-
way to Kampong Som,” OcIc 
board chairman Pung Kheav 
Se recently told the Construc-
tion & Property magazine, 
referring to the Phnom Penh-
Sihanoukville expressway.

construction will be divid-
ed into two phases, with the 
more-than-10km-long Phase 
I linking Yothapol Khemarak 
Phoumin Boulevard (Street 
271) to National Road 2 and 
the 11km-long Phase II con-
necting National Road 2 to 
the project in Kandal prov-
ince’s Sa’ang district, he said.

“construction of the first 
phase will begin in 2021 and 
is scheduled to be completed 
after the new airport [2023], 
depending on the capital in-
vestment,” Kheav Se said.

The project arose from 
the need of a new thorough-
fare to relieve the perceived 
congestion the new airport 
would bring, which he said 
existing roads were not 
equipped to handle.

“Once the flyover is com-
pleted, the journey from 
Street 271 to [the new air-
port] will take about 15 min-

utes,” Kheav Se said.
State Secretariat of civil 

Aviation (SScA) spokesman 
Sin chansereyvutha told 
The Post on December 30 
that he had not received of-
ficial documents from OcIc 
regarding the project.

Noting that the SScA is 
only responsible for devel-
opment of the upcoming air-
port, he said he knew of the 
flyover project, but was un-
aware of any specific time-
frame or costs.

“I heard of it during a con-
sultative meeting with the 
company regarding the con-
struction of the airport.

“The company said ex-
pressways from Phnom 

Penh to the airport would 
be built, as well as other sec-
ondary roads connecting 
to the [capital’s third] ring 
road,” chansereyvutha said, 
stressing the importance of 
thoroughfares for passenger 
and goods movement.

Ministry of Public Works and 
Transport spokesman Vasim 
Sorya lauded the project but 
said he was awaiting further 
details. “I’ve seen the news on 
some media outlets, but infor-
mation from the construction 
company is not yet available.”

The new airport will be a 4F 
class airport, occupying 2,600ha 
in Kandal province’s Kandal 
Stung district (and slightly pro-
truding into Takeo province’s 

northernmost Bati district).
Phase I is scheduled to be 

completed by 2023 and will 
cost an estimated $1.5 bil-
lion to build.

Of that, $1.1 billion will 
come from loans from over-
seas banking institutions, 
while $280 million will be 
contributed by the OcIc.

It is unclear where the re-
maining $120 million – which 
will be used as registration 
capital – will come from.

OcIc will be responsible 
for 90 per cent of the project, 
while the remaining 10 per 
cent belongs to SScA, council 
of Ministers secretary of state 
in charge of civil aviation Tek 
Reth Samrach said in 2017.

An artist’s rendition of the new Phnom Penh international airport and the planned 21.5km flyover planned to 
connect the city centre to the project. CONSTRUCTION & PROPERTY

The report showed that 39 per cent of the respondents predicted that home prices in 
Seoul and nearby cities will grow at a rate of five per cent or higher next year.
YONHAP NEWS AGENCY/THE KOREA HERALD

S Korean housing price rally likely to extend into 2021



thursday, december 31, 2020  www.phnompenhpost.com  



10 THE PHNOM PENH POST  december  31, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

world

Latin america and the carib-
bean on december 29 became 
the second region after europe 
to top half a million deaths from 
covid-19, according to an aFP 
count based on official tallies.

there have been at least 
500,800 deaths among the 29 
countries in the region, with 
more than half of those in 
brazil (192,000) and mexico 
(120,000).

the milestone came 12 days 
after europe passed the half-
million mark.

it takes the total worldwide 
deaths to more than 1.78 mil-
lion, with the US and canada 
accounting for over 350,000 
and asia topping 217,000.

almost 82 million people 
worldwide have contracted the 

virus, including more than 15 
million in Latin america – the 
third largest after europe (26 
million) and the US and cana-
da (20 million).

brazil has the largest number 
of cases in Latin america with 
more than 7.5 million.

Latin america was the first re-
gion to reach 400,000 fatalities.

On december 29, argentina 
joined mexico, chile and costa 
rica in becoming the fourth 
country in the region to begin 
a mass immunisation pro-
gramme, although it used the 
controversial russian Sputnik 
V vaccine.

the other three countries be-
gan vaccinations last week with 
the jab developed by Pfizer/bi-
ontech. AFP

Latin america and 
caribbean top 500K 
coronavirus deaths

nK readies for January party meet

Zambian top police brass reshuffled

n
OrtH Korean lead-
er Kim Jong-un has 
chaired a Politburo 
meeting on prepa-

rations for a rare party congress 
early next month, state media 
said on december 30.

the congress, which is ex-
pected to set out a new eco-
nomic and political plan, will 
be the first such meeting in five 
years, and only the eighth in 
north Korea’s history.

it will take place ahead of the 
January 20 inauguration of Joe 
biden as US president. rela-
tions with the US have been 
deadlocked since talks between 
President donald trump and 
Kim stalled early last year. 

Pyongyang is also under in-
creasing financial pressure, as 
the coronavirus pandemic and 

floods over the summer put its 
flagging economy under yet 
more strain.

the Politburo meeting, held 
on december 29, agreed to 
hold the congress early next 
month, the official Korean cen-
tral news agency (Kcna) said, 
without giving an exact date.

the meeting included “in-
depth study and discussion on 
a series of important issues” to 
be reviewed at the congress, it 
added.

north Korea has suffered 
from chronic economic mis-
management and a previous 
plan was quietly scrapped 
earlier this year, with a party 
meeting in august concluding 
that “goals for improving the 
national economy have been 
seriously delayed”.

in October, Kim ordered an 
80-day nationwide drive to 
boost the economy ahead of 
the January congress, featur-
ing extra-long work hours and 
additional duties for workers.

a similar push happened 
before the seventh congress in 
2016, which saw a new five-year 
economic plan announced, 
starting with a 200-day mass 
mobilisation campaign. 

north Korea’s economic 
plight has been worsened by 
international sanctions im-
posed in response to its bal-
listic missile and nuclear pro-
grammes, which have made 
rapid progress under Kim’s 
leadership.

nuclear negotiations be-
tween Pyongyang and the 
trump administration ground 

to a halt after the collapse of 
the Hanoi summit early last 
year over sanctions relief.

the incoming US president 
has characterised Kim as a 
“thug”, while Pyongyang has 
called biden a “rabid dog”.

by holding the congress be-
fore he takes office, Kim “may 
want to pre-empt rather than 
react to the biden administra-
tion’s policies”, said Leif-eric 
easley, a professor at ewha 
University in Seoul.

Kim’s 2016 congress was the 
first in north Korea in 36 years. 

State media broadcast pic-
tures of hordes of suited party 
cadres and uniformed military 
officials descending on the 
capital, and the end of the con-
gress was marked with an enor-
mous civilian parade. AFP

Zambia’S President edgar Lun-
gu has ordered a reshuffle of the 
southern african country’s top 
police brass to facilitate a probe 
into the killing of two protesters 
last week, his spokesman said 
on december 29. 

the two protesters were shot 
dead on december 23 outside 
the police headquarters in the 
capital Lusaka where top op-
position leader Hakainde Hi-
chilema was being questioned. 

Hichilema afterwards said 
“snipers” had deliberately tar-
geted demonstrators.

On december 29, Lungu’s 
spokesman isaac chipampe 
said the president had “re-
ceived a preliminary report on 
the killing of two citizens in 
Lusaka last week and has made 
changes in the police service 
command to allow for a speedy 
enquiry”.

“Let us allow investigators to 
do a professional job, regard-
less of who is involved,” Lungu 

was quoted as saying.
Kakoma Kanganja, police in-

spector general, has been given 
six months to investigate the 
killings as well as reform the 
police “to regain people’s con-
fidence” in the force, according 
to a statement issued by police.

the president sacked two se-
nior police officials while others 
have been transferred, it said.

the unrest saw riot police ar-
rive to break up a crowd of sev-
eral hundred demonstrators.

the statement said two peo-
ple were reportedly killed by 
gunfire after tear gas was used 
to disperse an “unruly” crowd.

it said police were investigat-
ing the circumstances, which 
were not immediately clear.

Hichilema, 58, is Lungu’s 
main challenger in elections 
due in august. 

Lungu is struggling with 
a wave of unpopularity and 
internal divisions within his 
party, fuelled by Zambia’s eco-

nomic problems and anger at 
perceived corruption. 

the country is heavily de-
pendent on copper, demand 
for which has slumped.

a veteran campaigner and 
self-made entrepreneur, Hi-
chilema sought the presiden-
cy five times between 2006 

and 2016.
after narrowly losing in 2016, 

he spent four months in jail af-
ter contesting the outcome.

Hichilema has vowed to step 
down as leader of the United 
Party for national develop-
ment (UPnd) if he fails once 
more. AFP

North Korea’s official Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) on Wednesday shows North Korean leader Kim Jong-un attending the 22nd meeting 
of the Political Bureau of the 7th Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea (WPK) at the office building of the Party Central Committee in 
Pyongyang on Tuesday. KCNA/KNS/AFP

Libya’s slain ousted leader Muammar Gaddafi. AFP

The two protesters were shot dead on December 23 outside a police 
headquarters in the Zambian capital Lusaka. AFP

britain opposed a bid by US 
president bill clinton to expand 
Un sanctions on Libya under 
dictator muammar Gaddafi, 
while seeking to extradite the 
Lockerbie bombers, previously 
secret government papers 
showed on december 30.

cabinet Office correspon-
dence, released by the na-
tional archives covering the 
years 1995 and 1996, showed 
the UK was concerned at the 
possible impact of expanded 
Security council sanctions on 
britain’s $230 million annual 
exports to Libya, especially of 
oil-producing equipment.

the prime minister at the 
time, John major, wrote to 
clinton in late 1995 dissuad-
ing him from a new resolu-
tion, after the US leader had 
appealed for britain’s support.

On december 21, 1988, a 
bomb exploded on Pan am 
Flight 103 from London to 
new York over the Scottish 
town of Lockerbie, killing 259 

passengers and crew, and 11 
people on the ground.

after a US and UK investiga-
tion, arrest warrants were is-
sued for two Libyans in 1991. 

at the time of the papers, 
the UK was urging for Libya to 
surrender the suspects for trial 
in the US or the UK, while Lib-
ya was calling for a “neutral” 
court to try the men.

the papers show that brit-
ain thought Gaddafi would 
never hand over the bombing 
suspects.

a Foreign Office official, 
richard Stagg, wrote to major’s 
private secretary roderic Lyne 
in november 1995: “We should 
like to try the two accused and 
secure convictions. but the 
likelihood of Qadhafi handing 
them over is negligible.”

another wrote to major’s pri-
vate secretary, edward Oakden, 
in February 1996 that the 
americans had “returned to the 
charge” over calls for a new Se-
curity council resolution. AFP

UK opposed clinton’s 
call for Un push against 
Gaddafi, records show
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ASEAN

Newly appointed Indonesian 
health minister budi Gunadi 
Sadikin has said the government 
is currently finalising deals with 
US vaccine producer Pfizer and 
UK-based AstraZeneca to secure 
enough stockpile to carry out its 
long-awaited vaccination drive 
next year.

Once the procurement deals are 
signed, the former banker said, 
Indonesia would finally be able 
to reach the minimum number of 
vaccine doses required to be able 
to achieve herd immunity, where-
by large sections of the population 
develop immunity to stop the virus 
in its tracks.

The announcement was budi’s 
first big break since being appoint-
ed last week to replace former min-
ister Terawan Agus Putranto, who 
had led a poor pandemic response 
that saw the nation still struggle to 

contain covid-19. 
In the nine months since it first 

reported cases of the virus, Indo-
nesia has recorded over 727,000 
confirmed infections and more 
than 21,000 deaths, according to 
the latest official tally by the na-
tional covid-19 task force. 

Speaking to the media on decem-
ber 29, budi said at least 181 mil-
lion people out of the nation’s 269 
million-strong population would 
need to be inoculated in order to 
reach the desired coverage to trig-
ger herd immunity. 

Assuming each person requires 
two jabs of the vaccine, and that 
15 per cent in wastage needs to be 
accounted for as recommended by 
the world Health Organisation, he 
said Indonesia needed to secure a 
total of 426 million doses of covid-
19 vaccines.

So far, the government has se-

cured 125 million doses from chi-
nese firm Sinovac and another 130 
million from US-based Novavax, 
with more optional supplies on of-
fer.

critics have raised concerns that 
Indonesia is pinning too much 
hope on Sinovac’s coronaVac vac-
cine, which had its first shipment 
arrive in the country early this 
month. Unlike other potential vac-
cines that have shown promising 
efficacy results from late stage tri-
als, conclusive data on Sinovac’s 
product was not yet available. 

bioNTech-Pfizer and AstraZen-
eca have reported over 90 per cent 
and 70 per cent efficacy for their 
candidate vaccines, respectively. 
meanwhile, Novavax has only be-
gun with its large late stage clini-
cal trial of its vaccine in the US and 
mexico, reuters reported. THE JAKAR-

TA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

THAIlANd’S ministry of Public 
Health said three restaurants in 
bangkok – Saeb e-san Karaoke in 
Thewet and e-san Krong Kaew and 
Nongmai Plaza, both in Pinklao – 
could have spread covid-19 after 
several newly infected patients were 
traced back to the eateries.

“Twenty-two patients in bangkok 
were found to have visited one of 
these three restaurants – Saeb e-san 
Karaoke in the Thewet area and e-
san Krong Kaew and Nongmai Plaza, 
both in the Pinklao area,” dr wichan 
Pawan, director of the Institute for 
Urban disease control and Preven-
tion under the ministry’s department 
of disease control, told a press con-
ference on december 29 evening.

He advised: “People who have vis-
ited any of these three restaurants 
from december 15-20 should go 
into self-quarantine for 14 days and 
monitor their symptoms closely.

“If you feel sick, wear a face mask 
and go immediately to the nearest 
medical facility in a private vehicle. 
don’t forget to inform the doctor 
about your recent travel history.”

wichan said that besides the 22 
cases related to the three restaurants, 
the other new cases in bangkok can 
be grouped in two clusters – the first 
is from the communities that share 
the border with Samut Sakhon, such 
as bang Khun Tian, Nong Khaem 
and bang Khae. This group contains 
more than 70 patients.

“The other cluster group – one 
Thai patient and six myanmar na-
tionals – has been traced to a shoe 
factory in rama II area,” he added. 
“The first patient from this cluster 
is a myanmar man who showed 
symptoms on december 17. The 
other patients had used the same 
restroom he used at the factory.” THE 

NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

New health minister says Indonesia set to 
strike vaccine deals with Pfizer, AstraZeneca

Three restaurants in bangkok 
where 22 were infected named

Vietnamese Pm agrees on new 
nat’l poverty line for 2021-2025

Singapore rolls out 
covid jab exercise

V
IeTNAmeSe Prime 
minister Nguyen 
Xuan Phuc on de-
cember 29 agreed on 

the content of a draft decree 
on the policy of promulgating 
the national multidimensional 
poverty line in the 2021-2025 
period as part of the monthly 
government meeting.

reporting on the draft decree 
on national multidimensional 
poverty standards for the 2021-
2025 period at the meeting, the 
ministry of labour, Invalids 
and Social Affairs stressed that 
to achieve the poverty reduc-
tion goal, since 1993, Vietnam 
had revised the national pov-
erty line seven times.

The development of the 
national multidimensional 
poverty line in the 2021-2025 
period will serve as a basis 
for more accurate and com-
prehensive identification of 
poor households, near-poor 
households and other ben-
eficiaries of national poverty 
reduction and social security 
policies, said the ministry.

According to the ministry, 
the national multidimension-

al poverty line in the 2021-
2025 period will also serve as 
the basis for making policies, 
mechanisms and solutions to 
achieve multidimensional, 
inclusive and sustainable 
poverty reduction.

“multidimensional poverty 
measurement criteria include 
sufficient income and access to 
basic social services to accurate-
ly identify poor and near-poor 
households, ensuring compli-
ance with the methodology 
and multidimensional poverty 
nature,” said the ministry.

Also at the meeting, the 
ministry of Agriculture and 
rural development presented 
a report on the development 
of the national target pro-
gramme on building new rural 
areas in the 2021-2025 period.

Accordingly, the country 
will strive to have at least 1,776 
communes meeting new ru-
ral standards in this period, 
bringing the total number of 
communes meeting the stan-
dards to 80 per cent from the 
current 62 per cent.

It is expected that the total 
mobilisation for the imple-

mentation of the programme 
will be more than 2.600 qua-
drillion dong ($112.78 billion), 
an increase of 25 per cent com-
pared to the 2016-2020 period.

The prime minister empha-
sised the request to improve 
the living standards of farm-
ers and ethnic minorities.

Phuc urged ministries and 
sectors to coordinate to re-
view the programme and add 
more resources to best imple-
ment this programme.

The government also con-
sidered and discussed the 
programme on making laws, 
ordinances and promulgating 
detailed regulations in 2021.

earlier in the day, Phuc urged 
all ministries, sectors and lo-
calities to start making efforts 
to fulfil all 2021 targets from the 
beginning of the year, including 
striving for economic growth of 
6.5 per cent or even more.

concluding the 1.5-day-
long online meeting with 
provincial and city authori-
ties across the country on de-
cember 29, the prime minis-
ter stressed that for stable and 
sustainable socio-economic 

development, a stable and 
sustainable macro founda-
tion must be maintained.

“High inflation must not be 
allowed and great national 
balances must be preserved 
and cultivated,” Phuc said.

The prime minister said it 
was especially important to 
clearly define the economic 
growth target.

Phuc said the government 
had submitted to the Politbu-
ro, the central Party commit-
tee and the National Assembly 
to agree a growth rate of about 
six per cent next year. but due 
to actual development, the 
government and the prime 
minister set a target to strive in 
directing and achieving 6.5 per 
cent or higher, and at the same 
time preparing the foundation 
to accelerate growth in the pe-
riod from 2022 onwards.

He said: “we also need to 
note that the demand for 
economic growth in quan-
tity must be closely linked 
with improving the quality of 
growth and accelerating eco-
nomic restructuring.” VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

SINGAPOre kick-started its 
national covid-19 vaccination 
programme on december 30 
morning, with a senior staff 
nurse at the National centre 
for Infectious diseases (NcId) 
the first to roll up her sleeve 
for the Pfizer-bioNTech jab.

Sarah lim, 46, is part of the 
team that screens suspect 
covid-19 cases.

“I feel grateful and thankful 
for being the first to be vacci-
nated, I would encourage them 
[others] to go for it,” she told re-
porters after receiving the shot 
. . . It’s not very painful.”

She added in mandarin: “I 
wanted to take the injection 
to protect myself, my loved 
ones, patients and the public 
. . . It gives me greater peace of 
mind.”

The vaccine was removed 
from the fridge at 8:30am – 
according to a note on the 
wall – and delivered about 
an hour later after it reached 
room temperature.

It took several minutes for 
the nurse who administered 
the jabs to prepare the injec-
tion each time.

Once done, the healthcare 
workers were told to rest for 
30 minutes in an observation 
room.

The national vaccine ef-
fort is a critical part of the 
push for Singapore to return 
to normalcy and reopen its 
economy, with most people 
expected to have the chance 
to receive it by next year.

like her colleagues, she be-

lieves that the vaccine, on top of 
other stringent measures such 
as hygiene and mask-wearing, 
is an added layer of protection.

Second in line was dr Kalis-
var marimuthu, a 43-year-old 
senior consultant who man-
ages suspect and confirmed 
covid-19 cases.

He said: “I’m feeling lucky 
. . . feeling a bit emotional 
because the vaccine is poten-
tially a game-changer . . . “It 
has been a long journey for 
us to reach here, it has been 
tough for all of us. 

“Vaccines have brought 
pandemics to their knees in 
the past,” he said, adding that 
he hopes that history will be 
repeated this time. “I’m hop-
ing there is light at the end of 
a very long tunnel.”

On receiving the shot, he 
noted: “I’m already feeling 
better and more protected. 
This vaccine is probably the 
last layer of protection for us.”

mohamed Firdaus bin mo-
hamed Salleh, 38, a senior 
staff nurse at NcId was also 
among the first of about 30 
NcId staff in line for the in-
jection on december 30.

“This gives me the assurance 
that I can go home safely to my 
kids,” said the father of four.

Others in the frontline are 
also being rostered for simi-
lar vaccinations, with public 
healthcare institutions and 
private hospitals arranging for 
their staff to be vaccinated at 
their respective premises. THE 

STRAITS TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The national multidimensional poverty line in the 2021-2025 period will also serve as the basis for making policies, mechanisms and solutions to 
achieve multidimensional, inclusive and sustainable poverty reduction. VIETNAM WOMEN’S UNION/VIET NAM NEWS

NCID senior staff nurse Sarah Lim, 46, receives her vaccination at the 
NCID’s Day Treatment Centre on Wednesday. THE STRAITS TIMES



12 THE PHNOM PENH POST  december  31, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Opinion

 EDITORIAL PERSONNEL

Publisher & Chief Executive Offi cer

Ly Tayseng

Senior Editor

Joshua Purushotman

Managing Editor Post Khmer

Sam Rith

Deputy Chief of Staff

Phak Seangly

Business Editor

May Kunmakara

Deputy Business Editor

Sangeetha Amarthalingam

Deputy Head of Lifestyle Desk

Pan Simala

Senior Reporters

Meas Sokchea, Niem Chheng

Reporters

Khouth Sophak Chakrya, Kim Sarom, 

Long Kimmarita,  Hin Pisei, Mom Kunthear, 

Hong Raksmey, Pann Rethea, Voun Dara, 

Roth Sochieata, Orm Bunthoeurn, 

Soth Koemsoeun, Thou Vireak, Nov Sivutha

Photographers

Heng Chivoan, Hong Menea, Hean Rangsey

Web Editor

Leang Phannara

Digital Teams

Sous Chanthy, Pang Vichea, Suy Sovandy

 SIEM REAP BUREAU

Offi ce Manager

Sophearith Blondeel 

 PRODUCTION & PRINTING

Head of Desktop Publishing

Nhim Sokphyrak

Desktop Publishing

Suon Savatdy, Chum Sokunthy, Danh Borath   

Tep Thoeun Thyda, Tim Borith, Than Veasna

 HEAD OFFICE

Post Media Co, Ltd. 

The Elements Condominium Level 7,

Hun Sen Boulevard, Phum Prek Talong,

Sangkat Chak Angre Krom,12353, Phnom 

Penh, Cambodia

Tel: 023 888 161, 023 888 162

Cellcard: 078 555 166, 078 555 133

Smart: 086 822 999, 086 277 999

 SIEM REAP

No 629, Street 6 Dangkum Commune

Tel: 063 966 290, Fax: 063 966 590

 COMMERCIAL DEPARTMENT

Chief Operating Offi cer

James Ong Soon Teck

Advertising Department

Chap Narith, 017 996 241

Hun Channet, 017 578 768

Prach Monnyreak, 015 239 293 

Keo Puthy, 012 966 605

Phon Sok Chea, 012 717 404 

Jessa Piastro, 092 445 983

 CIRCULATION & DISTRIBUTION

Acting Distribution Manager

Thenh Rithy, 087 888 854

Circulation Supervisor

Nou Chanthy, 096 999 2828

Yim Veasna, 015 814 499

 ADMINISTRATION

Admin & HR Manager

Pich Socheat

Assistants to Admin & HR Manager

Nhel Soaphea

Financial Director

Heang Tangmeng

Chief Accountant

Sren Vicheka

Treasurers

Sok Sophorn, Yon Sovannara, 

Cheam Sopheak, Huy Hamsovannary

IT Manager

Seng Nak, Vong Oun

TO CONTACT US

newsroom@phnompenhpost.com

advertising@phnompenhpost.com

subscription@phnompenhpost.com

webmaster@phnompenhpost.com

www.phnompenhpost.com

© Post Media Co, Ltd

The Phnom Penh Post is wholly owned 

and printed by Post Media Co Ltd. The 

title The Phnom Penh Post in either 

English or Khmer languages, its associ-

ated logos or devices and the contents of 

this publication may not be reproduced 

in whole or in part without the written 

consent of Post Media Co Ltd.

www.phnompenhpost.com

www.phnompenhpost.com

F
OreIGN-funded institutions 
generally acknowledge that 
china has opened up its 
financial market wider. but 

why is there still a gap between chi-
na’s policy efforts and foreign finan-
cial institutions’ sense of gain? Per-
haps because of the difficulties and 
challenges faced by these institutions 
in doing business in china.

In addition to a survey, we (Institute 
of World economics and Politics of the 
chinese Academy of Social Sciences) 
also conducted 10 meetings with 
financial institutions from the US, 
Japan, the eU, and the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative region. based 
on those meetings, we divided the dif-
ficulties faced by the foreign financial 
institutions in entering different mar-
kets (not only the chinese mainland 
market) into five categories, and ana-
lysed the mainland market.

First, we found unfair treatment at 
a regulatory level both in name and 
in reality. These issues need to be 
addressed especially in areas such as 
pre-establishment national treat-
ment and the negative list. In fact, 
china is already ahead of other 
developing countries in this aspect.

The Special Administrative measures 
for the Access of Foreign Investment 
(Negative List) 2020 and the Special 
Administrative measures for the Access 
of Foreign Investment to Pilot Free-
Trade Zones (Negative List) 2020, intro-
duced on July 23, 2020, apply to the 
whole mainland area and the pilot 
free-trade zones respectively. They also 
further relax the conditions for access-
ing china’s financial sector and guar-
antee higher-level opening up.

From a regulatory perspective, chi-
na basically guarantees the same 
treatment to domestic and foreign 
institutions. No wonder many foreign 
institutions, during the survey, 
acknowledged that china has further 
opened up its financial sector.

Second, some foreign-owned insti-
tutions said that although they should 
have received fair and equal treat-
ment, they still faced difficulties when 
applying for a licence and/or permit 
to access china’s financial market. It is 
important here to clarify that the sys-
tems of the negative list and licensing 
are not contradictory. The negative list 
signifies that foreign investors can 
access china’s markets that are not 
prohibited, but they need a licence to 
actually do so. It is like getting a driv-
er’s licence before you can drive a car.

Some foreign institutions also said 
that certain standards tend to favour 
domestic financial institutions, and 
therefore make it difficult for them to 
compete with the latter.

Third, some foreign financial insti-

tutions have claimed the regulatory 
systems of many economies are 
immature. despite the fair treatment 
promised to foreign institutions in 
terms of laws, regulations and poli-
cies, the discrepancies in the regula-
tory systems still make it difficult for 
foreign financial institutions to 
access the financial market of china 
and some other host economies.

In china, foreign institutions’ prob-
lems include non-liberalisation of 
capital and financial accounts, real-
demand principle of foreign-exchange 
derivative transactions, inconsistency 
in accounting and auditing standards 
and international norms, window 
guidance of regulatory policies, high 
compliance costs, network security 
and data-management regulations.

chinese institutions, too, face these 
problems. but they have a bigger 
impact on foreign institutions. The 
annual reports of three major cham-
bers of commerce over the past three 
years show the biggest problem for-
eign financial institutions face is the 
immature regulatory systems of the 
host economies.

Fourth, many foreign institutions 

also complained about the immature 
financial market of the host econo-
mies. despite being treated fairly both 
on paper and in reality in terms of reg-
ulations and policies, foreign institu-
tions still cannot adapt to the imma-
ture financial market of the host 
economies. For example, asset prices 
in china still fluctuate dramatically.

Also, the scale of safe assets is rela-
tively small. And china’s young deriva-
tives market is yet to meet the demand 
of foreign institutions for hedge funds.

And fifth, foreign institutions also said 
they cannot acclimatise to the business 
culture of the host economies.

but even if all the above-mentioned 
issues were resolved, foreign inves-
tors may not be fully satisfied with 
china’s financial market. For 
instance, Japan’s financial market is 
completely open, but foreign-funded 
banks still account for a rather small 
percentage of its market. Therefore, 
foreign institutions may not have a 
favourable opinion of china’s finan-
cial market even if it is fully opened.

The first and second categories 
highlight the obstacles the authorities 
should overcome to further open up 

the financial market, while the third 
and fourth underline the importance 
of deepening financial reforms.

It is thus evident that china’s finan-
cial reforms need to take into consid-
eration the national conditions and 
benchmark the best practices, so as 
to promote high-quality opening up 
of the financial market, because 
financial sector opening-up and 
reforms need to go hand in hand.

On the other hand, considering chi-
na’s present conditions, following glo-
bal standards, improving the regulato-
ry system, and improving the financial 
market are part of the overall opening 
up of china’s financial market.

Which means the further opening up 
of the financial sector is inseparable 
from financial reform. Financial reform 
is not only necessary for domestic mar-
ket reform and inner circulation (as part 
of the dual circulation development 
paradigm), but also a requirement for 
financial opening-up and external cir-
culation. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer is a research fellow at the Institute of 
World Economics and Politics, Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences. The views don’t necessarily 
reflect those of China Daily.

Opinion
Xu Qiyuan

China’s reforms to propel opening-up

Foreign-funded institutions generally acknowledge that China has opened up its financial market wider. SONG CHEN/CHINA DAILY
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French fashion pioneer Pierre cardin dies
F

reNcH designer 
Pierre cardin, who 
shook up the fashion 
world with his vision-

ary creations but also turned 
his name into a money-spin-
ning global brand, died on 
december 28 aged 98.

cardin won renown in post-
war europe with his futurist 
designs that looked like they 
had arrived from another 
planet, but he also used his 
business acumen to create 
the first truly global fashion 
empire.

cardin, who was born into a 
low-income family in north-
ern Italy but became a France-
based fashion superstar, died 
in a hospital in Neuilly in the 
west of Paris, his family said 
in a statement.

“It is a day of great sadness 
for all our family. Pierre car-
din is no more,” the state-
ment said.

It said that after a lifetime 
spanning a century, car-
din had left France and the 
world a “great, unique artis-
tic heritage”, and not only in 
fashion.

designer Jean-charles de 
castelbajac, the artistic di-
rector of benetton, said car-
din was “a very extraordinary 
man” who did not set borders 

between fashion, design or 
architecture.

“His inspiration boosted 
my imagination,” he said, 
adding that for cardin the 
marketing and promotion of 
his art “was as important as 
the art itself”.

Jean-Paul Gaultier, the so-
called “enfant terrible” of the 
French fashion world, paid 
tribute to cardin, who em-
ployed him in the early stages 
of his career.

“Thank you monsieur car-
din for opening the doors 
to fashion and making my 
dream possible,” Gaultier 
wrote on Twitter.

From apprentice to global 
empire

born in 1922 near Venice in 
northern Italy, cardin was a 
small child when his family 
emigrated to France.

“Italian by birth, Pierre car-
din never forgot his origins 
while bringing unconditional 
love to France,” his family 
said.

He grew up in the French 
industrial town of Saint eti-
enne and was apprenticed 
to a tailor in Vichy at the age 
of 17, already specialising in 
women’s suits.

moving to Paris, he designed 

the mesmerising sets and cos-
tumes for the film “beauty and 
the beast” with poet, artist and 
director Jean cocteau in 1947.

After a stint with christian 
dior, he had already set up his 
own fashion label in 1950.

He quickly established a 
name as an innovator, creat-
ing the now legendary bubble 
dress in 1954.

cardin also broke new 
ground commercially, ruf-
fling feathers in the fashion 
establishment for producing 
a ready-to-wear collection for 
the Paris department store 
Printemps.

His 1964 “Space Age” col-
lection remains a landmark 

in fashion history. “my favou-
rite item of clothing is the one 
I create for a life that does not 
yet exist – the world of tomor-
row,” he once said.

‘Goal was the street’
cardin’s global empire had a 

strong presence in Japan, and 
he broke ground in deals with 
the Soviet Union and china 
in the late 1970s.

He was also the first de-
signer to hold a fashion show 
in red Square in moscow 
in 1991, drawing a crowd of 
200,000.

cardin’s family praised how 
he had plunged “early on into 
the flow of globalisation”.

The designer insisted that 
he wanted his creations to be 
worn by ordinary people and 
not just shown off by the glit-
terati.

“my goal was the street, that 
my name and my creations 
are in the street. celebrities, 
princesses . . . that wasn’t my 
cup of tea. I respected them, 
I dined with them, but I didn’t 
see them in my dresses,” he 
said.

His coveted brand name 
was used not just on men’s 
and women’s clothing sold at 
outlets around the world but 
on goods such as sunglasses 
and luggage, through a myri-
ad of licensing agreements.

These disturbed some pur-
ists but he was unapologetic.

“It is very difficult to make 
a name in fashion. When you 
have one, you need to profit 
from it,” he said in 2019.

“If I made money through 
the licensing it was to be free 
and do something other than 
fashion.”

but the much-used and 
franchised cardin brand 
eventually lost its lustre, and 
when he put his fashion label 
up for sale in 2011 it failed to 
sell.

“We are all proud of his tena-
cious ambition and the daring 
he has shown throughout his 
life,” his family said. afp

Wind powers over half of UK electricity for first time
WINd power accounted for 
more than half of britain’s 
daily generated electricity on 
Saturday in the wake of Storm 
bella, according to energy 
giant drax.

The percentage of wind 
power in the country’s energy 
mix hit a record 50.67 per cent 
on december 26, the company 
said over the weekend, beating 
the previous record of 50 per-
cent in August.

“For the first time ever [on 
Saturday], amid #Stormbella, 
more than half of Great brit-
ain’s electricity was generated 
by the wind,” drax Group 
tweeted.

It added: “This is the first 
time ever wind has supplied 
the majority of the country’s 
power over the course of a 

whole day.”
The encouraging news 

comes ahead of cOP26, the 
UN’s global climate change 
summit, which will be held in 
Glasgow next year.

The british government 
wants offshore wind farms to 
provide one third of the coun-
try’s electricity by 2030, as part 
of its strategy to reach net zero 
carbon emissions by 2050 to 
help meet its commitments 
under the Paris climate 
accord.

The UK has also placed 
nuclear power at the heart of 
its low-carbon energy policy.

“britain has experienced a 
renewables revolution over the 
last decade with the growth of 
biomass, wind and solar pow-
er,” drax said.

Added to the brightening 
picture, National Grid’s elec-
tricity System Operator 
(NGeSO) division declared 
Tuesday that this year was a 
historic year for UK renewa-
bles.

“2020 was the greenest year 
on record for britain’s electric-
ity system, with average car-
bon intensity – the measure of 
cO2 emissions per unit of 
electricity consumed – reach-
ing a new low,” NGeSO said in 
a statement.

National Grid also revealed 
that on christmas day, decem-
ber 25, the share of coal in the 
UK electricity mix stood at 
zero for the first time.

That compared with just 1.8 
percent the previous year – 
and 20 per cent in 2009. afp

French designer Pierre Cardin presenting the new uniforms of UTA’ s flight attendants at Le Bourget airport, north-northeast of Paris, on May 9, 1968. afp

A couple sit as a boat is seen on the water in front of off-shore wind turbines on the beach in Brighton, 
southern England, on May 16. Wind powers more than 50 per cent of England’s elctricity for the first time. afp

French designer Pierre Cardin receives an award from China Fashion 
Association as he is surrounded by his Chinese models at a fashion show 
in Beijing. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Poe’s middle name
  6 Some children
 10 Delivered
 14 Site of Tahrir Square
 15 Make a long story short?
 16 Per unit
 17 Part of some British toasts
 20 Celestial bear
 21 Release, as a dog
 22 Shakespeare’s “Richard ___”
 23 Tarry
 24 Red dye used in cosmetics
 28 Musical hold
 30 Matador’s milieu
 32 More droopy
 35 Beak
 36 It gets data from a database
 40 Summer mo.
 41 Tuxedos, usually
 42 Two million pounds
 45 Some French consonants
 49 Nitrogen-based compound
 50 Acquire
 52 Give the green light
 53 Shuns

 56 Break, as a horse
 57 It’s debatable
 61 Coffee truck vessels
 62 Unit of pressure
 63 Giver’s opposite
 64 Verdi opera
 65 ___ out a living (scraped by)
 66 Grad students’ grillings
DOWN
  1 Find innocent
  2 Metcalf or Anderson
  3 ___ wait (prepares to ambush)
  4 Bailiwick
  5 Persona ___ grata
  6 Plant cathartic
  7 “This is weird, but ...”
  8 Heading on Santa’s list
  9 Classical colonnade
 10 Gentleman of Portugal
 11 Enjoy a smorgasbord
 12 ATM maker
 13 “Honor ___ father and ...”
 18 Helicopter kin
 19 Software purchaser
 23 Ranking symbol
 25 Perform a tune

 26 ___ fixe (obsession)
 27 Arrest
 29 “Oh, what’s the ___?”
 30 Minimal money
 31 Ballpark figure
 33 Small, narrow valley
 34 Actor McKellen
 36 Hurdle in school
 37 Homely fruit?
 38 ___ Bator, Mongolia
 39 Horse kin
 40 Alias preceder
 43 City on the Black Sea
 44 Another hurdle in school
 46 U.S. purchase of 1867
 47 Gulliver’s first name
 48 Controls the wheel
 50 Romance or mystery, e.g.
 51 Bestow
 54 Make mention of
 55 Tackle box item
 56 Old autocrat (Var.)
 57 Sine ___ non
 58 Mentalist Geller
 59 Conclude
 60 “Who am ___ judge?”

“QUE PASA?” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

regional dish: Varied 
rules mean uneven 
pain for US eateries
H

oUSton restaurant chain niko 
niko’s, like most American restau-
rants, took a hit from the covid-19 
shutdowns, though owner dimitri 

Fetokakis believes it could have been much 
worse.

but in new York, Vivian Forte, who owns Pis-
ticci in Harlem with her husband, described 
the local city pandemic rules as “persecution.”

Everything’s bigger in Texas
more lenient rules with higher indoor capac-

ity limits of 75 per cent cushioned the blow for 
texas eateries.

“We thank our lucky stars that we are in 
a city and state that allows us to work. I 
worry about these other states and these 
other cities. they’re just shutting down their 
economies,”said Fetokakis.

niko niko’s sales were off more than 50 
per cent earlier in the year, but currently are 
down only 20 to 30 percent, Fetokakis said.

the texas chain, known for Gyros and other 
Greek fare, is helped by the fact it has a local 
following from its 43 years in business.

It also offered online ordering before the 
pandemic hit, an advantage compared with 
other eateries that had to master the technol-
ogy on the fly.

‘Unbearable’ in New York
one of the toughest places to operate has 

been new York city, where the limit was only 
25 per cent capacity before Governor An-

drew cuomo again suspended indoor dining 
earlier this month after a spike in coronavi-
rus infections.

“It is a persecution which is just unbearable 
in new York city,” Forte said. While she under-
stands the need for public safety, she said lo-
cal officials had taken things to an unhealthy 
extreme.

city restaurants also have grappled with 
confusing and at times illogical rules. one city 
directive earlier this month barred customers 
from entering the restaurant “for any reason”, 
including, presumably to use the bathroom.

While the order was quickly amended and 
clarified, new York city Hospitality Alliance 
chair Andrew rigie called it “another example 
of why restaurants and bars feel like govern-
ment is purposely kicking them in the gut.”

Forte, who has not been taking a salary during 
the pandemic, welcomed the new government 
relief package that President donald trump 
signed into law on Sunday, but she expects 
business to continue to struggle this winter.

Her restaurant is near columbia University and 
most students and faculty have been working 
from home. She said the restaurant has added 
12 infrared heaters for outside tables and “new 
Yorkers have stepped up to the plate to show 
they are absolutely crazy and willing enough to 
eat outside at 25 degrees.”

even so, Pisticci’s sales were down as much 
as 70 per cent in some months and at best 
were off 40-50 per cent in summer when out-
door dining was at a peak. AFP

Vivian Forte, who with her husband owns Pisticci in New York City, said she was ‘exuberant’ the relief bill was 
finally enacted. AFP

A view of RayNathan’s BBQ restaurant in Gastonia, North Carolina. AFP
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barcelona ended a diffi-
cult year with another disap-
pointing result as they were 
held 1-1 at home by strug-
gling eibar on december 29.

The result left barcelona in 
sixth place in la liga, seven 
points behind atletico ma-
drid who have played two 
fewer matches.

“We have to be realistic,” 
said barcelona manager ron-
ald Koeman. 

“The league is very compli-
cated. In life nothing is impos-
sible, but you have to recogn-
ise the points gap to a team 
like atletico, which seems to 
give very little away.”

The six-time ballon d’or 
winner lionel messi is nurs-
ing an ankle injury and 
watched from the stands.

In his absence martin braith-
waite took an eighth minute 
penalty kick, and missed. 

The dane did put the ball in 
the net in the 25th minute but 
the strike was disallowed.

although barcelona domi-
nated possession and took 
far more shots, eibar took the 
lead after 57 minutes. 

eibar captain Kike Garcia 
pounced after a defensive 
mistake from ronald araujo.

“I take responsibility,” said 

araujo. “I didn’t notice that 
the forward was so close.”

“It’s a pity, we wanted to win 
and we played well”

ousmane dembele levelled 
10 minutes later with a right 
foot shot but barcelona could 
not find the winning goal.

“We were missing leo, of 
course,” said Koeman, before 
asking: “How is it possible that 
we didn’t win this match?” 

“We created chances, we 
missed a penalty, and we gave 
away a goal, the only shot on 
target they had?”

barcelona have struggled 

with injuries this season and 
lost Philippe coutinho who 
limped off in added time.

“He said he was feeling pain 
in his left knee,” said Koeman. 
“We need to do more tests to 
find out exactly what’s wrong 
with him”.

In the other early game, 
lucas ocampo converted an 
early penalty and Youssef en-
neyri added a second after 
the break as Sevilla beat visit-
ing Villarreal 2-0. 

Sevilla moved onto a tie for 
third with real Sociedad and 
Villarreal. afp

reports of extravagant, non-stop rave 
party dent neymar’s improving image

Home draw against eibar ends 
barca’s gloomy year on drab note

ball to end Wales career, plans 
australia return to meet family

r
UmoUrS of a giant 
year-end party or-
ganised by neymar 
in brazil in the midst 

of the pandemic have re-
vived his image as an eternal 
spoiled child. 

The Paris Saint-Germain 
striker’s entourage vigorously 
denies reports in brazilian 
media, but the silence of the 
player, normally active on so-
cial media, speaks for itself. 

When a young woman filed a 
complaint against him for rape 
last year – a case that was even-
tually dropped – the brazilian 
football star did not hesitate to 
reveal intimate exchanges of 
messages with his accuser. 

This time, he is keeping qui-
et. So too are his main spon-
sors Puma, who wrenched 
neymar away from nike in 
September. 

contacted by reporters, the 
German sports-goods manu-
facturer refused to comment.

The refusal to deny the party 
is taking place has brought a 
reaction from brazilian media.

“It would be much simpler 
if neymar went on social net-
works and said he had nothing 
to do with it. lebron James, 
lewis Hamilton, lionel messi 
or cristiano ronaldo don’t 
throw any parties,” said Gal-
vao bueno of TV Globo, on the 
evening of december 29 . 

Juca Kfouri, another  vet-
eran sports journalist, went 
further, speaking of “criminal 
irresponsibility” in a podcast 
from the Uol website. 

“not only is there noth-
ing in his head, but he is ir-

responsible, this is a very 
bad example for brazil,” said 
Kfouri, recalling that the 28-
year-old striker has often ap-
peared alongside far-right 
President Jair bolsonaro, who 
has repeatedly downplayed 
the importance of the virus.

brazilian media has filled 
in the silence with of the sup-
posed party. 

neymar reportedly plans a 
seven-day, non-stop rave for 
500 guests, has bought a dis-
used hangar to hide VIP heli-
copters and private jets.  

‘He has not committed a crime’
after a series of seasons 

marred by injuries, failures in 
big matches and complaints 
about his diving when tack-
led, neymar helped Paris 
Saint-Germain reach their 
first champions league final.  

His image received an-
other lift when he and Kylian 
mbappe led the Paris Saint-
Germain players off the field 
after a match official aimed 
a racist remark at a coach of 
opposing basaksehir three 
weeks ago during a champi-
ons league match.

“His image was improving, 
but has been severely dam-
aged again, even though 2020 
was one of his best years,”  
said sports marketing consul-
tant erich beting. 

beting does not think the 
striker will lose sponsors. 

“often the language in con-
tracts are quite rigid. even if 
neymar’s attitude may be morally 
reprehensible, he has not com-
mitted a crime,” beting said.

State law in rio de Janeiro 
does not prohibit parties in 
private residences. 

The city council of man-
garatiba, the seaside resort 
where neymar owns a villa 
he uses for parties, said in 

a statement that it “did not 
have the power” to intervene. 

“The problem with neymar, 
who is used to throwing parties 
for his birthdays, is that he is 
sending back this idea of a guy 
who is out of touch,” Jerome 

neveu, founding president of 
advent, a  French consultancy 
firm specialising in ‘celebrity 
marketing’, said in Paris. 

“He’s very popular and has a 
lot of followers on social net-
works, but he’s also quite divisive. 

There are people who are 
huge fans who will forgive him 
almost anything,” said neveu. 

“on the other hand there 
are those who do not forgive 
him anything and call on him 
to set an example.” afp

JaKe ball will effectively end 
his Wales career by leaving 
the Scarlets at the end of the 
season to return to australia 
for family reasons.

The 29-year-old lock has 
won 49 caps since his debut in 
2014, becoming one of Wales’ 
frontline tight-five forwards.

Wales players must pass 60 
caps to play for the nation 
while based overseas in club 
rugby.

ball, however, has opted to 
return to australia after miss-
ing the birth of his fourth 
child in november.

“It has been a difficult deci-
sion to make but one I have 
made for the family,” said 
ball.

“my wife was expecting our 
fourth child and, with covid 
around and players having to 
be in bubbles and everything, 
we made the decision that she 
and the kids should go home 
to have some family help and 
support around her.

“max was born last month. 
There have been Zoom calls 
and things, but I haven’t 
seen him yet and it has been 
difficult. as the season goes 
on, it would be pretty tough 
of me to ask christie [his 
wife] to come back here away 

from her family again.”
ball was born in berkshire 

but grew up in australia, 
qualifying for Wales through 
his father.

after rising to prominence 
with Western Force, he signed 
for the Scarlets in 2012.

“It has been a fantastic nine 
seasons I have been here. I 
love the Scarlets and playing 
with Wales has been unbe-
lievable and something I will 
never forget,” added ball.

“It has been a massive hon-
our to represent my country, 
but at the end of the day I 
made a huge sacrifice in stay-
ing behind for a year without 
my family. I have four kids 
now and I won’t have seen 

them for close on a year.”
Scarlets head coach Glenn 

delaney paid tribute to ball, 
confirming the club’s full re-
spect for the lock forward’s 
decision to put his family 
first.

“as a club we fully respect 
Jake’s decision. Family is a 
massive part of the Scarlets 
and Jake has sacrificed a huge 
amount being away from 
christie and his children for 
so long,” said delaney.

“He has been a wonderful 
servant for the Scarlets, an 
outstanding player, a great 
bloke around the group and 
has been a fantastic mentor 
to the young players who are 
coming through.” afp

Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian forward Neymar reacts during the French Ligue 1 football match between Paris Saint-Germain and Olympique 
Marseille (OM) on September 13 at the Parc de Princes stadium in Paris. afp

Eibar’s Serbian goalkeeper Marko Dmitrovic (second from left) saves a 
shot on goal by Barcelona’s Danish forward Martin Braithwaite. afp

Wales’ lock Jake Ball takes part in a team training session during the 
Japan 2019 Rugby World Cup in Tokyo on September 26, 2019. afp
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rashford goal lifts man Utd 
to second amid covid fears
m

arcUs rash-
ford’s 93rd min-
ute strike beat 
Wolves 1-0 to 

move manchester United into 
second in the Premier League 
as fears over the continuation 
of the season due to rising cor-
onavirus infection rates grew 
on december 30.

a record 18 positive tests 
for covid-19 among players 
and staff were detected in the 
weekly round of testing.

after manchester city’s trip 
to everton on december 28 
was postponed due to a covid 
outbreak in Pep Guardiola’s 
squad, all five matches sched-
uled for Tuesday went ahead 
despite disruption for sheffield 
United and southampton.

bottom-of-the-table United 
revealed they had suffered a 
number of positive cases but 
were still able to field a squad 
of 18 for their 1-0 defeat at 
burnley.

southampton manager 
ralph Hasenhuttl coached his 
side from his home for a 0-0 
draw against West Ham after a 
member of his household test-
ed positive.

The Telegraph reported the 
Premier League will discuss 
plans for a two-week circuit 
breaker with infection rates 
soaring across england. How-
ever, manchester United boss 
Ole Gunnar solskjaer called 
for the competition to con-
tinue.

“I’m not sure if stopping 
playing football will make a 
difference,” said solskjaer, 
whose side are mounting an 
unexpected title challenge af-

ter a slow start to the season.
“In our bubble we’ve proven 

to be quite [safe], we haven’t 
had too many cases transmit-
ting within the group.”

On the field, United were 
fortunate to escape with all 
three points against a youth-
ful Wolves side, who were 
in action just 48 hours ago 
against Tottenham. In keep-
ing with several meetings 
between the sides in recent 
years, chances were few and 
far between.

but United answered solsk-
jaer’s call to win more games 
late on in the style he did as 
a player during alex Fergu-
son’s time at Old Trafford as 
rashford’s shot took a wicked 
deflection off romain saiss 
deep into stoppage time.

“This is a big step forward 
that you don’t perform, but 
you still win,” added solsk-
jaer.

Winning the best medicine 
for Arsenal

arsenal eased fears they 
could be dragged into a rel-
egation battle with a 3-1 win 
over chelsea on saturday and 
can now look up the table 
with hope thanks to alexandre 
Lacazette’s winner in a 1-0 vic-
tory at brighton.

Pierre-emerick aubamey-
ang returned from injury in 
the place of Lacazette in the 
only change made by arteta.

but the French striker came 
off the bench to make an in-
stant impact with a fine near-
post finish from bukayo saka’s 
pass just 21 seconds after 
coming on.

Victory moves the Gunners 
up to 13th, within six points of 
the top six.

“The best medicine is wins. 
When you win it’s a different 
story and the picture looks bet-

ter at the moment,” said arteta.

‘Big Sam’ battered by Leeds
 West brom are next up for 

arsenal at the weekend and 
the baggies confidence after a 
shock 1-1 draw at Liverpool on 
deceber 27 quickly evaporated 
in a 5-0 hammering by Leeds.

a miserable night for West 
brom started with a self-in-
flicted wound as romain saw-
yers scored a remarkable own 
goal as his backpass sailed 
past sam Johnstone.

ezgjan alioski, Jack Harrison 
and rodrigo made it 4-0 before 
half-time and raphinha’s pow-
erful strike into the top corner 
inflicted sam allardyce’s heavi-
est ever home defeat as a Pre-
mier League manager.

allardyce said new recruits 
in the January transfer win-
dow were now a “necessity” 
with West brom five points 
from safety.

sheffield United are the only 
side below West brom in the 
table and their chances of sur-
vival are diminishing rapidly 
with just two points from their 
opening 16 games.

blades manager chris Wild-
er said “a couple of players 
were missing through illness” 
plus “four or five backroom 
staff have tested positive”.

ben mee scored the only 
goal at Turf moor as burnley 
moved five points clear of the 
relegation zone and above 
brighton into 16th.

southampton missed the 
chance to move into the top 
four as they failed to score for 
the third consecutive game in a 
0-0 draw with West Ham. afp

NHL blackhawks sit 
Toews out with illness
cHIcaGO blackhawks captain 
Jonathan Toews said decem-
ber 29 he will be sidelined 
indefinitely from NHL action 
as he battles an undisclosed 
illness.

The 32-year-old centre said 
in a statement he’s been expe-
riencing symptoms that have 
left him feeling “drained and 
lethargic.” 

“I am working with doctors 
so I can better understand my 
condition,” Toews said. 

“Until I can get my health 
back to a place where I feel I 
can perform at an elite level 
and help my team, I will not be 
joining the blackhawks for 
training camp.

“I do not have a timetable for 
when I will rejoin the team. I 
am extremely disappointed, 
but it wouldn’t be fair to myself 
or my teammates to attempt to 
play in my current condition.”

Toews, a three-time stanley 
cup champion, scored 60 
points (18 goals, 42 assists) in 
70 games last season and nine 

points (five goals, four assists) 
in nine post-season games.

a shortened season – in the 
wake of the pandemic-disrupt-
ed 2019-20 campaign – is 
scheduled to begin on January 
13, with NHL teams due to start 
formal training camps on Janu-
ary 3.

The seven teams that did not 
participate in the 2019-20 
return to play in the league’s 
quarantine hubs in canada can 
open their camps as early as 31 
december.

“Jonathan’s health is our top 
priority as he deals with this 
medical issue,” blackhawks 
general manager stan bowman 
said. 

“The chicago blackhawks 
organisation and our medical 
staff will provide all necessary 
resources to help him return to 
playing hockey.”

The blackhawks are sched-
uled to begin the 56-game regu-
lar season at the stanley cup 
champion Tampa bay Lightning 
on January 13. afp

aTP tweaks 2021 tennis calendar: Indian Wells on hold
THe coronavirus pandemic continues to 
reshape the men’s tennis calendar with Indian 
Wells absent from the schedule for the eight 
weeks following the australian Open, said the 
aTP on december 29.

Indian Wells in california is traditionally the 
first masters event of the year on the men’s tour 
and runs alongside a women’s tournament.

The aTP said that “due to the impact of cov-
id-19” it would not be held on “its customary 
dates in march.” 

“The tournament is proactively working with 
the aTP and WTa Tours as well as title sponsor 
bNP Paribas to confirm dates later in the year 
to hold the event.”

california is suffering a spike in virus cases.
“as of december 28, california has 2,155,976 

confirmed cases of covid-19, resulting in 24,284 
deaths. The number of covid-related deaths 
increased by 0.3 percent from the prior day 
total of 24,220,” the state government said on 
december 28. 

The tournament organisers said they antici-
pated that new dates would be arranged. 

The australian Open, originally scheduled to 
start on January 18, had been pushed back to Feb-
ruary 8-21 in a reconfigured schedule for the first 
seven weeks of 2021 released on december 17.

On december 29, the aTP said the australian 
Open, the men’s tour would be followed by 
european indoor events and swings through 

Latin america and the middle east leading up 
to the miami Open, a masters event, from 
march 24 to april 4.

Under the revised schedule, the week follow-
ing the australian Open will offer tournaments 
in cordoba in argentina and montpellier in 
France. 

They replace events in santiago in chile, 
which has been pushed back two weeks, 
acapulco and dubai, which have been pushed 
back by three weeks. 

The following three weeks, which had been 
left blank in the aTP schedule, now contain 
tournaments. 

rotterdam and buenos aires host events start-
ing on monday, march 1 and santiago, doha and 
marseille hold tournaments the following week. 
The tournaments in acapulco and dubai will be 
played in the week of march 8. 

The aTP had already announced that events 
not taking place in 2021 due to the pandemic 
would include the asb classic in auckland and 
the New York Open, while the maharashtra Open 
in India is under a cloud.

The rio Open will not take place as origi-
nally scheduled, with the aTP saying alternative 
dates were being considered. 

The aTP said that “all subsequent sections of 
the 2021 calendar, beginning with the spring 
clay-court season from week 14, remain 
unchanged at this time.” afp

Manchester United striker Cavani (right) jumps to head the ball at goal 
in the EPL football match against Wolverhampton Wanderers. pool/afp

Kevin Hayes of the Philadelphia Flyers (R) vies for the puck with Jona-
than Toews of Chicago Blackhawks during the NHL Global Series Ice 
Hockey match in Prague on October 4, 2019. afp

Serbia’s Novak Djokovic hits a return against Austria’s Dominic Thiem during their men’s singles final match 
on Day 14 of the Australian Open tennis tournament in Melbourne on February 2. afp
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