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Thou Vireak

IN A FIRST for the Kingdom, leading 
organic rice miller and exporter AMRU 
Rice (Cambodia) Co Ltd will pilot the 
use of solar energy in its facilities to 
increase energy sustainability during 
dry-season production lines that are 
often riddled with power outages.

AMRU Rice vice-president Kann 
Kunthy told The Post on December 20 
that the solar power system had been 
installed on the roof of a paddy ware-
house in Kampong Thom province’s 
Prasat Balang district.

The 262-kilowatts-peak system is 
under a Build-Operation-Transfer 
(BOT) scheme, backed by an esti-
mated capital investment of $500,000 
from Total, he said.

“AMRU Rice did not spend money 
on construction – we have provided a 
location for the solar panel installation 
and we’ll buy power from the supplier 
[Total] for a specific period of time.

“Once [Total] gets back the full amount 
of money from the sale of energy, the 
solar power system will be transferred to 
us [AMRU Rice],” Kunthy said.

He said the system was installed 

and synchronised with the power 
transmission line of the state with 
the permission of state-run electric-
ity supplier Electricite du Cambodge 
(EdC), in accordance with the law.

“The use of solar energy will help 
boost the rice sector, such as by 
shortening the time spent in milling 
and drying paddy. It will also help the 
production line to meet the demand 
of domestic and foreign customers in 
a timely manner,” Kunthy said.

He said the use of solar energy systems  

Mom Kunthear

F
OLLOWING the Covid-19 
outbreak in Thailand’s Samut 
Sakhon province, Cambodian 
Minister of Health Mam Bun 

Heng has urgently advised residents 
near the border to exercise height-
ened caution and quarantine all peo-
ple crossing the border for 14 days.

 Bun Heng relayed notification on 
December 20 that Thai health author-

ities issued an alert advising regional 
counterparts of detection of a Covid-
19 outbreak in Samut Sakhon that had 
spread to Bangkok. Over 500 people, 
mostly Burmese migrant workers, 
tested positive in a single day, and the 
Thai government has put the prov-
ince under lockdown from December 
20 to January 3. 

“The [Thai] ministry released this 
emergency guidance because Samut 
Sakhon province is only 300km from 

Cambodia. Koh Kong, Pursat, Bat-
tambang, Banteay Meanchey and Od-
dar Meanchey provinces have border 
crossings with Thailand. The guid-
ance was released to try to prevent 
infection from entering Cambodia by 
means of the movements of individu-
als who are positive for Covid-19,” 
Bun Heng said.

He called on people on both sides 
of the border to be diligent in moni-
toring inbound international pas-

sengers. Authorities must examine 
travellers’ health seriously, especially 
checking temperatures and ensuring 
that health forms were filled in cor-
rectly, he insisted.

Bun Heng added that a mandatory 
quarantine of 14 days applies to all 
people arriving to the country. Their 
testing would be handled by the In-
stitut Pasteur du Cambodge, the  

Utmost caution urged after 
Covid outbreak in Thailand

UK combats 
new, more 
infectious 
Covid strain

Rice miller pilots solar warehouses

BRITISH Prime Minister Boris John-
son on December 19 announced a 
“stay at home” order for London and 
southeast England to slow a new 
coronavirus strain that is significant-
ly more infectious.

Early data suggests the new strain 
could be “up to 70 per cent more 
transmissible”, Johnson told a tele-
vised briefing.

He ordered new restrictions for 
London and southeastern England 
from December 20, saying that “resi-
dents in those areas must stay at 
home” at least until December 30.

The measures will mean around a 
third of England’s population cannot 
travel or meet other households for 
Christmas.

The aim of the new rules is to slow 
the spread of the new strain to areas 
where it is not yet prevalent.

Johnson and his scientific advisers 
warned the public that the virus can 
now spread much faster than previ-
ously and that existing measures 
were not enough to control it.

It was a dramatic step-up after 
Johnson said last week that it would 
be “inhuman” to “cancel Christmas” 
by banning family gatherings, though 
he urged people to have small cele-
brations.

Johnson told the nation: “It is with 
a very heavy heart I must tell you we 
cannot continue with Christmas as 
planned.

“Alas when the facts change, you 
have to change your approach.”

The announcement came as Brit-
ain has seen rising cases and hospital 
admissions this month.

The government’s chief scientific

sword of prayer
sikh holy men known as ‘panj pyare’ hold swords during a religious procession on the eve of martyrdom day of the ninth sikh guru tegh 
bahadur at the golden temple in amritsar on friday. AFP
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Nearly 30% of migrant workers lose income
Niem Chheng

T
He International Organisa-
tion for migration (IOm) 
cambodia and UN Popula-
tion Fund (UNFPA) cambo-

dia released a survey report describing 
the hardships and vulnerabilities faced 
by migrant workers who returned to 
cambodia from abroad following the 
outbreak of the covid-19 pandemic. 

It found that nearly 30 per cent of mi-
grant households have no income at 
all and nearly 60 per cent of them have 
no source of earnings in cambodia.

The report titled Rapid Assess-
ment of Social and Health Impact 
of Covid-19 on Returning Migrant 
Workers in Cambodia was issued on 
december 18 to mark the 30th an-
niversary of International migrants 
day observed worldwide.

It found that since Thailand began 
its measures to curb covid-19 by re-
ducing economic activities and clos-
ing its borders in march, more than 
120,000 cambodian migrant work-
ers returned to cambodia. The situ-
ation has created a humanitarian 
emergency, posing serious concerns 
of socio-economic vulnerability for 
them and their families. 

The survey was conducted via tele-
phone interviews of 1,108 returning mi-
grant workers in the four provinces of 
banteay meanchey, battambang, Prey 
Veng and Siem reap. The report cited 
56 participants as key informants.

The data indicate that more than 
half of migrant workers have debts 
while only 25 per cent of them have 
and Id Poor card for social assis-

tance. Over 50 per cent of them have 
problems accessing health care due to 
a lack of money or distance to health 
care providers, the report said.

Kristin Parco, chief of mission for 
IOm cambodia, said that responses 
to the pandemic are creating an un-
precedented and devastating impact 
on migration and human mobil-
ity. many migrant workers, she said, 
face loss of employment and wages, 
healthcare and safety vulnerabilities, 

exclusion and discrimination. 
“They need our collective support, 

and if we are united, we can make 
migration work for all. The actions 
we take today to support migrants 
will ensure we are better placed to re-
spond to the challenges of tomorrow. 

“We all need to support the efforts 
of the royal Government of cambo-
dia, the private sector, diasporas, non-
government organisations, academia 
and civil society to revive economies 

impacted by covid-19 and find in-
novative ways to reduce mobility re-
strictions and facilitate movement of 
goods, services and people,” she said. 

The report presented three recom-
mendations. It said Id Poor cards 
should be provided to migrant work-
ers who meet eligibility criteria. mi-
grant workers should get support in 
accessing job or vocational training 
opportunities to enable them to rein-
tegrate back into their communities. 

For those who wish to migrate 
abroad again, administrative pro-
cedures should be simplified to en-
courage people to pursue safe and 
regular migration channels. 

chou bun eng, secretary of state 
at the ministry of Interior and per-
manent vice-chair of the National 
committee for counter Trafficking of 
cambodia, said in a foreword to the 
report that cambodians seeking op-
portunities for a better livelihood in 
neighbouring countries sit just above 
the poverty line. Their return to cam-
bodia without jobs means that they 
can easily slide back into poverty. 

“We hope that the findings and 
recommendations from this assess-
ment will help inform stakeholders 
to respond to the challenge of build-
ing back better through developing 
concrete short-term, intermediate 
and long-term action plans to sup-
port migrants, their families and 
children,” bun eng wrote. 

UNFPA representative daniel Al-
emu said the socio-economic fallout 
from the covid-19 pandemic has 
been the loss of livelihoods for mil-
lions of people worldwide, includ-
ing cambodian migrants. He noted 
that based on evidence presented, 
the report asserts that it is important 
for policy-makers to focus on the 
health and other needs of these most 
vulnerable migrants, including preg-
nant women, adolescents and youth 
to ensure that adequate support is 
provided for them and their families. 

“This is an urgent signal for action, 
and the report recommends the di-
rections to follow,” he said.

cash delivered to people in quarantine on Thailand border
Continued from page 1

National Institute of Public 
Health or the provincial Hos-
pital of Siem reap.

“Sub-national level authori-
ties must steadfastly monitor 
the quarantine of arriving pas-
sengers to cambodia in order 
to prevent people escaping 
undetected from quarantine 
facilities. community mem-
bers should provide informa-
tion to local authorities re-
garding new arrivals,” he said.

Prime minister Hun Sen de-
livered cash to seven provinces 
near the cambodia-Thailand 
border earmarked for poor 
people during quarantine. bat-
tambang, banteay meanchey, 
Pailin, Preah Vihear, Oddar 
meanchey, Pursat and Koh 
Kong provinces each received 
50 million riel ($12,500).

Health ministry spokesman 
York Sambath said Hun Sen 
had instructed the authorities 
of these provinces to strengthen 
enforcement of quarantine pro-

cedures for cambodian workers 
returning from Thailand to pre-
vent spread of the infection. 

On december 19, bun Heng 
issued revised health mea-
sures, including a strict, 14-day 
quarantine for diplomats and 
international officials holding 
diplomatic visas.  They will be 
required to obtain a certificate 
indicating a negative covid-19 
test within 72 hours of depar-
ture from their country of ori-
gin.  Upon arrival, they must 
have samples taken for testing 

by cambodian doctors.
He stressed that foreign rep-

resentatives and UN organisa-
tions in cambodia need to en-
sure compliance by those who 
have obtained cambodian 
diplomatic visas.  In the event 
that an in-bound passenger 
tests positive for covid-19, the 
person will be sent to a hospi-
tal managed by the ministry. 

“diplomats must be kept in 
a complete, 14-day quaran-
tine at embassy residences or 
related facilities. In the case 

that diplomats do not stay at 
embassy facilities, they must 
complete a 14-day quarantine 
at the Himawari Hotel under 
supervision of their embassy 
or organisation officials. They 
must cover all expenses them-
selves,” bun Heng said.

Also on december 18, South 
Korea delivered new aid to 
cambodia’s health ministry 
via four agencies. In a press re-
lease, the Korea International 
cooperation Agency (KOIcA) 
said that the aid included 20 

hazmat suits for conducting 
covid-19 testing, 12 stretch-
ers, two mobile X-ray ma-
chines, four disinfectant ma-
chines, 23,000 test kits, two rT 
Pcr testing machines and 300 
pieces of protective gear.

On december 20, the health 
ministry announced that 30 of 
41 people who tested positive 
for covid-19 in connection with 
the November 28 community 
transmission had recovered.  
Seventeen more patients con-
tinue to undergo treatment. 

The report found that nearly 30 per cent of migrant households have no income at all and nearly 60 per cent of them have no source 
of earnings in Cambodia. IOM CaMbOdIa
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National 
Aquaculture 
committee to 
boost sector 
development
Soth Koemsoeun

THe ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries has established the 
Aquaculture Promotion cambodia 
committee to facilitate the produc-
tion and business activities of the 
cambodian Aquaculturist Association 
(cAA), to increase production capac-
ity for domestic supply and export.

According to a directive signed by 
agriculture minister Veng Sakhon on 
december 17 and seen by The Post 
on december 20, the committee con-
sists of the chairman, vice-chairman 
and nine committee members. 

ministry secretary of state Has 
Sareth is helming the chairman seat.

The committee must coordinate the 
production and business activities of 
the cAA to increase the production 
capacity of domestic supply and 
export by discussing business produc-
tion processes, challenges and guide-
lines for effective implementation. 

According to the directive, the com-
mittee must promote research on 
feeding techniques, increase produc-
tivity, processing and marketing to 
ensure the wellbeing, prosperity and 
sustainability of the aquaculture sec-
tor in cambodia, report about the 
progress and challenges in the imple-
mentation to the agriculture minister 
for review and decision.

The Post could not reach Sareth for 
comment.

The ministry’s director-general of the 
Fisheries Administration and Aquac-
ulture Promotion cambodia commit-
tee vice-chairman eng chea San also 
could not be reached for comment.

cAA chairman Sok raden thanked the 
ministry for establishing the committee.

He said its establishment will boost 
the sector’s development in line with 
the government’s recommendations 
and policies. 

He expects the new committee work-
ing group to focus on helping people 
engage in fish farming and those work-
ing in the aquaculture sector.

“We . . . will continue to work hard to 
increase production and quality to 
ensure domestic supply and export tar-
gets in a competitive market, especially 
amid and after covid-19,” he said.

Pm calls for media ethics, integrity

Foreign lawyers told to register with bAKc

Mom Kunthear

P
rIme minister Hun Sen has 
called on leaders of news 
media institutions and jour-
nalists to maintain profes-

sionalism in accordance with the 
press law and the principles of “not 
violating the rights of others or dis-
torting the truth.” He praised report-
ers and media outlets for striving to 
fulfil their duties consistently despite 
the unique challenges facing the na-
tion and the world alike this year.

“In a dangerous situation in which 
cambodia and the entire world suffer 
from covid-19, some opposition politi-
cians and opportunists have used news 
media and various social media to 
spread fake news distorting the truth, 
inflaming the situation and polluting 
the social environment. In doing so, 
they aim to cause chaos and protests 
in society and put blame on the legiti-
mate government,” he said. 

Hun Sen enlisted the support of all 
media institutions to cooperate in com-
bating the spread of misinformation, to 
intercept and neutralise efforts to ma-
nipulate media narratives by those who 
would deceive the public and tarnish the 
reputations and integrity of the industry.

The remarks came in a letter to 
the 17th editors Forum of the club 
of cambodian Journalists (ccJ) 
held on december 19 examining 

the “media’s role in the context of 
Global Pandemic crisis and Fake 
News”. The annual forum seeks to 
enhance the awareness and capaci-
ties of reporters to conduct their 
work ethically, professionally and 
responsibly in order to promote the 
effectiveness and prestige of press 
institutions and uphold the free-
doms of the press guaranteed by the 
constitution and the press law. 

The ccJ released a joint statement 
on december 19 reflecting on the 
covid-19 crisis, calling it an impor-

tant episode for the global media in-
dustry. Journalists must learn from 
the experience and be prepared 
when the next such crisis occurs.

They emphasised that, regardless 
of how difficult a situation may be, 
reporters must consistently adhere 
to professional ethics because they 
are beholden to the public’s trust.

minister of Information Khieu 
Kanharith said at the forum that 
systems of information distribution 
play a crucial role in enabling soci-
ety to function. He praised media 

outlets for performing the responsi-
bilities of disseminating news clear-
ly and accurately and addressing 
problems with courage.

“reporters need to find facts and ac-
curate sources, and authorities need 
to respond to these findings quickly as 
situations demand,” he said.

Kanharith suggested that a me-
dia correspondents’ meeting with 
the prime minister earlier next year 
might be cancelled on account of the 
ongoing pandemic. The ministry of 
Information, however, will continue 
to accept requests by reporters and 
forward them to the prime minister 
for review and approval, he said. 

He noted that the ministry is also 
taking into account the labour law, 
which would authorise owners of 
media institutions to register re-
porters for social protection cards 
under the National Social Security 
Fund (NSSF) to safeguard their well-
being. 

“Last year, the prime minister de-
cided to procure volunteer lawyers 
to defend reporters who fulfilled 
their duties correctly and profes-
sionally. This year, the request has 
been made to allow reporters to 
be members of the NSSF. If this is 
implemented, reporters who have 
social protection cards will be given 
access to healthcare free of charge,” 
Kanharith said.

Niem Chheng

THe bar Association of the Kingdom 
of cambodia (bAKc) has announced 
new requirements for professional for-
eign lawyers who are working at the ex-
traordinary chambers in the courts of 
cambodia (eccc) to register with the 
bAKc for certificates authorising them 
to practice law in the kingdom, accord-
ing to a notice dated december 18. 

“Foreign lawyers who fulfil the re-
quired conditions in accordance with 
the internal rules of the eccc must 
submit application forms for registra-
tion via defence support units or vic-
tim support units,” the decision said. 

Support units must examine and 
accurately translate english-language 
documents into Khmer then submit 

completed application forms to the 
bAKc. After receiving submissions, 
the bAKc will reply within 30 days. 

Foreign lawyers approved by the 
bAKc must pay a $500 fee to finalise 
their registration and the listing of 
their names as counsel in conjunc-
tion with pertinent cases. They must 
take an oath before the Appeal court 
and attend hearings in accordance 
with the court’s schedule.

Attorneys who have previously reg-
istered with the bAKc and wish to 
renew their listing must hold a valid 
certification to certify that he/she is 
registered with another UN member 
state. They must also apply for re-
newal at least 15 days prior to expiry 
of their current certification. Foreign 
lawyers who are currently registered 

must provide relevant documents 
as per the revised regulations to the 
bAKc by January 31 of next year. 

The bAKc stated that in cases 
where a foreign lawyer had applied 
for registration without paying the 
fee, or had failed to submit complete 
documentation, the names would be 
stricken from the registration list. 

In 2018, the bAKc decided to de-
lete the name of Victor Koppe, a 
defence lawyer for the late Khmer 
rouge brother Number Two Nuon 
chea, from the list after it found that 
the validation of his professional 
practice in the Netherlands where 
he registered at the bar Association 
of Amsterdam had expired in 2016. 

bAKc president Ly chantola ex-
plained that the new registration 

policy revises previous conditions 
which required a $50 certification 
charge and a $250 annual member 
fee. The new procedure entails the 
one-time $500 registration fee. 

“When [foreign attorneys] apply to 
renew their registration certificates, 
we won’t charge them again.  Another 
change to the policy is a more detailed 
registration procedure that is intended 
to be more easily executed,” he said.

eccc spokesman Neth Pheaktra 
said on december 20 that ongoing 
cases at the court included trials for 
Khmer rouge officials Khieu Sam-
phan and meas muth who stand 
accused of a litany of crimes against 
humanity.  All national and interna-
tional lawyers in those cases must 
register with the bAKc, he said.

Prime Minister Hun Sen called on leaders of news media and journalists to maintain 
their professionalism in compliance to the press law. SPM



Nov Sivutha

THE Pursat Provincial Ad-
ministration will construct 
‘collective administration’ 
facilities in the two newly ar-
ranged districts of Talou Sen 
Chey and Phnom Kravanh. 
The policy to centralise local 
public services will better en-
able their effective provision.

A provincial official who 
asked not to be named told The 
Post on December 17 that au-
thorities had already prepared a 
plot of land for constructing an 
administrative centre in Talou 
Sen Chey district, covering 70ha 
located in Phteah Rung com-
mune. Another site is located 
on nearly 20ha near National 
Road 55 in Phnom Kravanh dis-
trict’s Samrong commune.

The official said the estab-
lishment of the two facilities is 
intended to centralise and co-
ordinate management of pub-
lic services under each district’s 
administration in order to im-
prove implementation and ef-
ficiency. Construction was still 
in the early stages of preparing 
land and infrastructure.

“In the next step, a building 
will be constructed in order to 
provide services for the public. 
These two collective adminis-
trations will be the first of their 
kind and will serve as models 
for the other five districts in 
Pursat province,” he said.

The new district of Talou 
Sen Chey comprises the two 
communes of Talou, annexed 
from Bakan district, and 
Phteah Rung, previously part 
of Phnom Kravanh district. 
The district will construct a 

stadium and prepare a place 
for a ploughing ceremony as 
well as cattle racing. 

According to the official, ex-
isting administrative facilities 
in Phnom Kravanh district 
are insufficient, but the new 
buildings will be convenient-
ly located near the highway 
linking Battambang and Koh 
Kong provinces and the bor-
der with Thailand.

Phnom Kravanh district gov-
ernor So Sahong said he did 
not know details such as the 
cost or schedule for the proj-
ect, as that was the purview of 
the provincial governor, but his 
administration was standing 
by to facilitate the construction 
progressing smoothly.

“At the moment, the district 
has facilities to provide public 
services as usual, but space is 
limited. When we have a cen-
tral administration building, 
we will be able to provide ser-
vices more effectively,” he said.

Pursat provincial governor 
Mao Thonin could not be 

reached for comment. 
Talou Sen Chey district gov-

ernor Som Narith said that, as 
the district had just been cre-
ated, there were not yet estab-
lished sites for providing ser-
vices to local residents. He did 
not have details of the planned 
facilities, but he was aware that 
the provincial governor had 
gone to inspect the location.

“As a public service provider 
to residents, we want to have 
spacious, accessible locations 
so that residents can come to 
receive services easily,” he said.

Affiliated Network for Social 
Accountability (ANSA) executive 
director San Chey welcomed 
the initiative to centralise and 
administer public services at 
the local level. Civil society or-
ganisations, he said, have lob-
bied for this development. 

“We note that this transfer 
of responsibility to local au-
thorities is in line with the 
[pertinent laws] in support of 
the sub-national level admin-
istrations,” he said.

Long Kimmarita

ACCORDING to the Minis-
try of Environment, all busi-
nesses that consume large 
amounts of water from Ku-
len Mountain in Siem Reap 
province’s Preah Jayavarman-
Norodom National Park may 

now be required to make vol-
untary contributions through 
the pilot of Payment for Eco-
system Services (PES). 

The ministry will also pilot 
the charge for ecosystem ser-
vices via paying tax on com-
mercial water use, including 
producers and distributors.

Ministry secretary of state 
Neth Pheaktra said PES is a 
financial mechanism that re-
quires users to pay a fee which 
will be used to ensure the sus-
tainability of ecosystem ser-
vices in the given area.

He made the statement 
during his visit to Preah Jaya-

varman-Norodom National 
Park in Siem Reap on Decem-
ber 19.

He said that to make this 
payment work, three par-
ties – the ministry, compa-
nies that produce water and 
hotels that use a lot of water 
– need to agree on the pay-

ment method and the par-
ties that are determined to 
pay for the service.

“The government’s budget 
to support ecosystem protec-
tion is still limited, so we col-
lect payment for ecosystem 
services provided”, he said. 

In 2016, the government 
instructed the environment 
ministry to prepare the pi-
lot payment system PES in 
Preah Jayavarman-Norodom 
National Park in Siem Reap 
and the multi-use areas of 
Prek Teuk Sap Kbal Chhay 
in Preah Sihanouk province, 
with the support of interna-
tional partners.

According to the minis-
try’s estimation, when the 
payment system is fully im-
plemented, it could bring in 
$2.9 million to $3.9 million 
of income per year for the 
government.

The ministry’s Department 
of Biodiversity director Meng 
Monireak said Phnom Kulen 
is a source of water, and the 
first river to receive water 
from it is Stung Pouk, which 
flows into the Siem Reap Riv-
er and other water sources.

He believes that the funds 
raised from the PES pilot im-
plementation will be used for 
the maintenance, protection 
and restoration of ecosystem 
functions in the target areas. 

These include the resto-
ration and maintenance of 
forested watershed, the re-
furbishment of damaged 
natural waterways, the con-

servation of biodiversity and 
the improvement of the living 
standards of communities 
that play a role in protecting 
downstream areas for future 
generations.

According to the minis-
try, the Kulen Mountain has 
the potential to supply fresh 
water and groundwater for 
the entire Siem Reap town, 
especially as a groundwater 
source for stabilising ancient 
temples, most of which are 
built on sand dunes. 

Both business owners 
and ordinary people living 
in Siem Reap town have to 
rely on groundwater, which 
makes up about 80 per cent of 
their drinking water supply. 
The remaining 20 per cent is 
sourced from the provincial 
water supply. 

Such a high volume of 
groundwater use has reduced 
the amount of groundwater, 
which has caused people to 
dig deeper wells each year.

Pheaktra said the Kulen 
Mountain ecosystem must be 
conserved to implement the 
sustainable ecosystem pay-
ment system.

Such conservation efforts 
include preventing forest loss, 
rehabilitating forests and nat-
ural water systems, as well as 
preventing pollution of rivers 
and groundwater. 

The voluntary contribution 
of business owners who need 
large amounts of water will be 
indirectly funding these con-
servation works.
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Kingdom chalks up 937 
fires as of December 15 
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

T
HERE were 937 fires 
throughout the 
country this year as 
of December 15, an 

increase of 220 cases com-
pared to the same period last 
year, according to a report 
from the National Police’s De-
partment of Fire Prevention, 
Extinguishing and Rescue.

Fires have killed 24 people and 
injured 36 so far this year, and 
have caused damages to 707 
houses and 594 market stalls.

The report said 37.88 per 
cent of the fires were triggered 
by electrical explosions, 32.33 
per cent were sparked by neg-

ligence, while 29.77 per cent 
are still under investigation.

The capital reported the 
most cases with 117 fires fol-
lowed by the provinces of 
Kandal at 99 and Siem Reap 
at 85. Of the provinces that re-
corded fires, Ratanakkiri had 
the least, at five, while Tbong 
Khmum had six.

Phnom Penh municipal fire 
department director Prom 
Yorn told The Post on De-
cember 20 that the signifi-
cant surge in jobs available 
had encouraged people from 
the provinces to move to the 
capital for work.

He chalked up the rise in in-
cidences of fire in the capital to 

improper inspections of elec-
trical systems and networks, as 
well as members of local com-
munities being increasingly 
careless in their use of stoves, 
candles and incense.

“We found that most of the 
fires happened due to disregard 
on the part of home-owners. 
They failed to check the elec-
trical systems and networks in 
their homes,” Yorn said.

He said inspections were 
often too infrequent or not up 
to technical standards, lead-
ing to fatalities and damage to 
personal and public property.

He called on the public to 
take precautions and prevent 
possible fires.

The aftermath of a gas explosion in Phnom Penh’s Daun Penh district in July. Fires have killed 24 people and 
injured 36 so far this year, and have caused damages to 707 houses and 594 market stalls. HONG MENEA

The Pursat Provincial Administration will construct ‘collective 
administration’ facilities in the two newly arranged districts of 
Talou Sen Chey and Phnom Kravanh. pURSAT pROviNciAl HAll

Pursat builds central public services

Pilot ecosystem initiative to draw funds from Kulen water use
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

FISHermeN in target areas in 
the capital and surrounding 
Kandal province will reel in 
massive hauls from december 
20-26 if there are no unfore-
seen showers or other adverse 
weather conditions, according 
to eng chea San, the director-
general of the ministry of Ag-
riculture, Forestry and Fisher-
ies’ Fisheries Administration.

In a press release dated de-
cember 15, cheasan called on 
the Kingdom’s makers of pra-
hok, smoked fish and pha’ak – 
another fermented fish prod-
uct – to quickly make their 
purchases during this lunar 
cycle in a timely manner to 
ensure supply for the year.

Kandal provincial Fisheries 
Administration director Heng 
Sophearith told The Post on 
december 20 that in parts of 
the province’s northern Pon-
hea Leu district, fairly large 
catches of 250-300kg were 

logged in single castings of 
fish net nearly every hour.

“Having gone to check out the 
situation of the fish recently, we 
expect more plentiful catches 
from december 20-26.

“but the price of prahok 
might be more expensive than 
before,” he warned, adding that 
makers of the fermented paste 
were reluctant to fork over the 
3,000 riel ($0.75) per kg de-
manded by on-site catchers.

Phnom Penh municipal Fish-
eries Administration director 
Ngin dy told The Post that fish-
ermen had been netting 150-
200kg catches of fish at 10 loca-
tions along the Tonle Sap river 
in the capital nearly every hour.

“This augurs well that the 
prahok season will arrive early 
next week,” he said.

He called on municipal au-
thorities to ensure the safety of 
people who will come in from 
far-away provinces at the sea-
son’s open and provide them 
with temporary abodes.

Soth Koemsoeun

rUSSeY KeO district police 
are set to send a man to the 
Phnom Penh municipal court 
on december 21 for traffick-
ing an artefact rumoured to 
be worth $70 million. 

The broker was arrested on 
december 17 along with the 
owner of the bronze artefact 
while planning to sell it.

russey Keo district police chief 
Heang Tharet declined to pro-
vide details on december 20.

“We are sending the case to 
the court on december 21 for 
legal procedure. The officials 
of the ministry of culture and 
Fine Arts are studying and 
determining the real value of 
the artefact. I cannot com-
ment further yet,” he said.

culture ministry spokesman 
Long Ponnasirivath confirmed 
to The Post on december 20 
that russey Keo district police 
had arrested a broker involved 
in the trafficking of an artefact 
and its owner for questioning. 

Ponnasirivath said minis-
try officials would reveal the 
artefact inspection result on 
december 21.

The owner of the artefact 
in question was identified as 
Suong Tak, a resident of Kaing 
cham commune in Stung Treng 
province’s Thala barivat district. 

“It is a real artefact, but I 
don’t know which type of metal 
it is or the ‘age’ [of the bronze]. 
I do not believe that it is worth 
$70 million per gramme [as ru-
moured],” he said.

Ponnasirivath said officials 
had called Tak to retrieve the 
artefact he hid in Kngok village, 
and took him to Phnom Penh 
for further questioning and to 
run a forensic examination.

Thala barivat district police 
chief Sem Sitha said on de-
cember 20 that Tak had a prior 
criminal record four years ago 
and ran away from home. 

“but recently I heard that he 
has an ancient artefact in his 
house. I do not know about the 
element of the artefact, but we 
just brought Tak to the Stung 
Treng provincial police for fur-
ther questioning,” he said.

Hor Vuthy, minor crimes bu-
reau chief at the Stung Treng 
provincial police, said on de-
cember 20 that after questioning 
at the provincial police, Tak was 
referred to the russey Keo dis-
trict police and culture ministry 
officials for further procedures.

“According to Tak, the ar-
tefact belonged to his grand-
mother, and a few years ago, 
someone wanted to buy it for 
$20 million, but he did not 
sell it. Later, someone offered 
a high price, so he tried to put 
the artefact on sale,” he said.

According to local media 
reports on december 20, the 
relic is a “Khmer artefact aged 
more than 200 years old and 
worth millions of dollars”.

The reports said that due to 
conflict of interest, the arte-
fact owner complained to the 
authorities to arrest the broker 
who threatened the owner to 
get more benefit from him.

Huge hauls of prahok 
fish expected dec 20-26

man headed to court for 
trafficking ‘ancient’ relic

b meanchey may split communes
Orm Bunthoeurn

b
ANTeAY meanchey 
provincial authori-
ties are studying 
procedures to draft a 

proposal for the separation of 
three communes consisting 
of 31 villages in Poipet town.  
It is due to the growing popu-
lation and the complexity of 
local administration, accord-
ing to Poipet town deputy gov-
ernor Keo dararasmey.

“The biggest reason is pop-
ulation factor. It means that 
the growing population is 
now beyond the management 
capacity of each village. So we 
want to separate them into 
more villages and communes 
as per the ministry of Interior 
policy, which allows for only 
around 150 families per vil-
lage. currently, the number 
of families in each village is in 
the thousands,” he said.

According to dararasmey, 
each commune and village 
might be separated into two 
depending on the actual 
population and geographical 
areas.  

“Poipet commune might be 
divided into two – Poipet and 
O’chrov communes. Phsar 
Kandal district might also be 
split into two – Phsar Kandal 
and O’russey communes. 
Nimit commune might also 
be split into Nimith and Kon 
damrei communes. And the 
31 villages might be divided 
into 69 villages,” he said.

deputy provincial governor Ly 

Sary said the meeting between 
the provincial and town ad-
ministrations merely touched 
down on procedures to prepare 
documents for the separation.  
He said experts were still con-
ducting a study in the villages 
and communes.

“experts are going to study 
technical standards and pre-
pare documents for the inte-
rior ministry, which will then 
refer it [proposal] to the head 
of the government for a deci-
sion,” he said.

According to a Poipet town 
administration report, Poipet 

currently covers 2,731,342ha, 
with 1,334,066ha set for hous-
ing, 12,604ha for agriculture, 
718ha for special economic 
zones and a lake area of 650ha. 

There are currently 24,258 
families, or 101,202 people in-
cluding 50,654 females, living 
in the town. 

residents over the age of 18 
number 61,527 people, 31,765 
of them females.

cambodian Institute for de-
mocracy president Pa chan-
roeun said that as per policy 
on municipal, provincial and 
town administration, local au-

thorities can request the sepa-
ration of villages or communes 
if there is an administrative 
need to facilitate the provision 
of public services to people. 

but he said even if there is a ter-
ritorial division, he said authori-
ties should maintain the histori-
cal identity of each locality.

“It’s not wrong to divide vil-
lages and communes. but at 
the same time, [authorities] 
should not change their name, 
which leads to the loss of their 
historical significance because 
their name or history deter-
mine their identity,” he said.

Banteay Meanchey provincial authorities might split three communes in the province into more jurisdictions. 
HONG MENEA

The price of prahok could be steeper this year. HENG cHivOAN



Hin Pisei

T
HE government ap-
proved three projects 
worth a total of $13.5 
million last week, 

bringing the total number of 
projects in the first three weeks 
of this month to nine with to-
tal investment value of $1.1354 
billion, the Council for the De-
velopment of Cambodia (CDC) 
said on December 18.

Last week’s additions in-
clude Lak Sun (Cambodia) 
Co Ltd’s $3.2 million project 
in Kampong Speu province’s 
Kong Pisei district that is 
expected to create 197 new 
jobs, Sinokh Perfect Garment 
Co Ltd’s $5.3 million garment 
factory in Kandal province’s 
Khsach Kandal district that is 
slated to provide 1,533 jobs.

Dongnan (Cambodia) Wood 
Co Ltd’s $5 million furniture 

and wooden decoration materi-
als factory also got the nod and 
will sit in the Cambodian Zheji-
ang Guoji SEZ industrial park in 
Preah Sihanouk province and 
will generate 220 jobs.

Vei Samnang, the provincial 
governor of Kampong Speu, 
which has been on the receiving 
end of a recent series of new in-
vestment projects, told The Post 
on December 20 that free trade 
agreements (FTA) with trading 
partners, especially China, the 
world’s most populous market, 
have made significant contri-
butions to attracting foreign 
investors to Cambodia.

He said the growth of in-
vestment projects approved 
by the CDC during the period 
is present in almost every 
field and region.

“The signing of free trade 
agreements is paving the 
way for Cambodia to receive 

steady increases in invest-
ment, which will not only 
create new jobs, but also help 
raise the Cambodian market 
image,” Samnang said.

He noted that this is in addi-
tion to the Kingdom’s favour-
able geographical location, 
political stability, investment 
law and diplomatic relations.

Hong Vanak, director of In-
ternational Economics, Royal 
Academy of Cambodia, said the 
increase in CDC approvals was 
a good sign for Cambodia’s eco-
nomic health in the context of 
the global Covid-19 epidemic.

In addition to receiving the 
slew of new investments, he 
said Cambodia also needs to 
adjust its investment condi-
tions further, adding that the 
Kingdom also received good 
news from trade relations 
front with the UK.

“While Britain, which has just 

left the EU, has recently pledged 
to boost cooperation with Cam-
bodia by early 2021, I expect it 
to be even more positive, to at-
tract more foreign investors to 
Cambodia,” Vanak said.

Cambodia Chamber of Com-
merce vice-president Lim Heng 
previously said that although 
the world is facing the Covid-19 
epidemic crisis, the Kingdom 
could still see a steady increase 
in investment inflows.

This growth, he said, shows 
that investors are all opti-
mistic about the continuous 
growth achieved by the Cam-
bodian economy.

“In the past, there had been 
many concerns that the re-
moval of the EU’s withdrawal of 
its ‘Everything But Arms’ [EBA] 
trade scheme would cause a 
lot of problems for Cambodia’s 
exports, but obviously we see 
that it didn’t,” Heng said.

An artist’s rendition of the planned Long Thanh International Airport in the southern Vietnamese province of 
Dong Nai. ACV/VIET NAM NEWS

The Council for the Development of Cambodia (CDC) issued final registration certificates for three projects worth $13.5 million last week. CDC
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CDC okays new $13m projects

May Kunmakara

GLOBAL credit-rating agency 
S&P Global Ratings on De-
cember 16 upgraded the 
Stand-Alone Credit Profile 
(SACP) of the Kingdom’s larg-
est commercial bank ACLEDA 
Bank Plc from “bb-” to “bb”.

S&P affirmed its ‘B+’ long-
term and ‘B’ short-term issuer 
credit ratings on ACLEDA with 
the outlook on the long-term 
rating remaining stable.

It said: “We affirmed the rat-
ings because we expect ACLE-
DA to maintain its improved 
capitalisation, strong market 
position, sound earnings and 
above-average funding profile 
in Cambodia over the next 12 
months.

“We assess the risks of eco-
nomic imbalances in Cam-
bodia’s banking system to be 
high, stemming from rapid 
credit expansion and high 
property prices.

“But the direct negative im-
pact on ACLEDA’s financial 
profile is likely to be limited, 
given the bank’s relatively low 
exposure to construction and 
real estate activities.”

ACLEDA president and 
group managing director In 
Channy attributed the SACP 
upgrade to the following rea-
sons – the bank maintains 
a diversified asset, careful 
management and takes all rel-
evant risks as a basis for strong 
growth and capitalisation.

He said: “All of these factors 
reflect the strength of ACLE-
DA Bank’s business network 
operation by maintaining sus-
tainable revenue without any 
impact.

“The stable outlook reflects 

the view that ACLEDA Bank 
Plc will maintain its financial 
profile, with sufficient buffers 
to stabilise the business.”

S&P pointed out that ACLE-
DA will benefit from its capital 
accretion over the past few 
years, which is a result of its 
sound capital generation (in-
ternal and external) and con-
sistently lower loan growth 
than the system’s.

It said: “This has led to an 
improvement in our risk-ad-
justed capital [RAC] ratio cal-
culation for the bank to about 
8.6 per cent as at September 
30, 2020, from 8.2 per cent as 
at December 31, 2019.

“We forecast ACLEDA’s loan 
growth will remain well below 
similar-sized peers’ but earn-
ings should remain sound, 
leading to the bank maintain-
ing a RAC ratio of 8.0-8.5 per 
cent over the next 18 months.

“We revised our assessment 
of the stand-alone credit pro-
file [SACP] of ACLEDA to ‘bb’ 
from ‘bb-’ to reflect the im-
proved capitalisation.

“We believe ACLEDA’s mod-
est loan growth has ensured 
there are limited latent risks 
in the portfolio, and the data 
so far has indicated a limited 
amount of restructured loans 
associated with Covid-19.”

S&P said the low levels of re-
structured loans relative to the 
system reduce the risk of fur-
ther asset quality deteriora-
tion over the next 12 months.

Asset quality across Cambo-
dia’s high-risk banking system 
remains dependent on the 
economic recovery over the 
next 12 months, particularly 
in regard to tourism and for-
eign investment, it said.

THE Airports Corporation 
of Vietnam (ACV) will invest 
more than 99 trillion dong 
($4.3 billion) in the third com-
ponent project of the first 
stage of the Long Thanh Inter-
national Airport in the south-
ern province of Dong Nai.

The decision was made in 
Resolution No 04 adopted by 
ACV’s extraordinary share-
holders’ meeting held re-
cently in Ho Chi minh City, 
with more than 99.8 per cent 
approval.

Of the total capital, more 
than 36.1 trillion dong will 
be sourced from ACV and the 
remainder from loans and 
other sources.

The project on the first stage 
of the airport was approved 
by Prime minister Nguyen 
Xuan Phuc on November 11.

The project has four com-

ponents, covering the offices 
of state management agen-
cies, works serving flight 
management, essential air-
port facilities, and other sup-
porting works.

ACV will invest in the first 
runway, taxiways, a terminal, 
an aircraft parking space, and 
other major infrastructure at 
the airport.

The airport will be built in 
three phases over three decades 
and is expected to become the 
country’s largest airport.

In the first phase, one run-
way with a length of 4,000m, 
taxiways, an apron, and a 
passenger terminal with oth-
er auxiliary works sprawling 
373,000sqm will be built to 
serve 25 million passengers 
and 1.2 million tonnes of car-
go each year. 

The airport is expected to 

have four runways, four pas-
senger terminals, and other 
auxiliary works to ensure a ca-
pacity of 100 million passen-
gers and five million tonnes 
of cargo a year by 2040.

Covering more than 5,580ha, 
the airport will straddle six 
communes in Long Thanh 
district. It is expected to cost 
336.63 trillion dong, with the 
first phase needing more than 
109 trillion dong. 

Some 4,800 households and 
26 organisations are expected 
to be relocated to make way 
for it.

Located 40km east of Ho Chi 
minh City, the Long Thanh 
airport is expected to relieve 
overloading at Tan Son Nhat 
International Airport in the 
city, now the country’s largest 
airport. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

ACLEDA receives 
credit rating boost 
from S&P Global

ACV to invest more than $4.3 billion in Long Thanh International Airport



Thou Vireak

T
HE UN Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP), with sup-
port from the Australian gov-
ernment, on December 17 

handed over critical protective equip-
ment and sanitation materials to the 
General Department of Customs and 
Excise of Cambodia (GDCE).

The move aims to prevent the 
spread of Covid-19 and facilitate 
cross-border trade during and after 
the pandemic, the UNDP said in a 
press release.

The UN agency identified the equip-
ment as “personal protective gear for 
frontline officers, along with sanitation 
materials ranging from infrared ther-
mometers, thermal imaging cameras 
and sprayer for shipments fumigation”.

It said: “These urgently needed 
items will be disbursed by the GDCE 
to its key cross-border checkpoints 
namely at Poipet, Bavet, Phnom Den 
and Phnom Penh International Air-
ports Customs and Excise branch.”

The UNDP noted that it has been 
working with the GDCE since the on-
set of the pandemic to maintain the 
Kingdom’s borders open to cross-
border trade and to “meet evolving 
Covid-19 sanitary trade and health 
and safety measures”.

It said: “This has included the rap-
id assessment at three mentioned 
checkpoints and Phnom Penh Inter-
national Airport Custom and Excise 
branch on the challenges and con-
straints hindering the flow of cross-
border trading activities, as well as 
the risks imposing to associated 
persons working at the borders.

“As the pandemic continues, how-
ever, efforts to keep the door open for 
the flow of commodities and to main-

tain sanitary conditions for all physical 
goods to prevent delays and backlogs 
remain of paramount importance.

“This handover is part of the joint ef-
fort by the GDCE, the Australian gov-
ernment and the UNDP to implement 
the ‘Facilitation of Covid-19 Sanitary 
Trade and Health and Safety’ project.

“The project contributes towards 
ensuring sanitary conditions for 
all physical goods passing through 
Cambodia’s borders.

GDCE director-general Dr Kun 
Nhem said: “In addition to the 
equipment and sanitation materi-
als, the GDCE also benefits from the 
key measures recommended by the 
UNDP report for enhancing GDCE’s 

prevention practices at border check-
point to manage associated risk and 
facilitate international trade.

“As in line with the [government’s] 
response to Covid-19 preventive 
measures, the protective equipment 
and sanitation materials provided 
by UNDP and the Australian govern-
ment are significantly important and 
much needed in time of such crisis,” 
the UNDP quoted him as saying.

UNDP resident representative 
Nick Beresford said: “Keeping bor-
ders open for safe trade activities 
during the pandemic is essential.

“Beyond a critical Covid-19 re-
sponse effort, the provision of pro-
tective equipment and sanitation 

materials will also support Cambo-
dia’s ability to build back better and 
further strengthen its trade relations 
with neighbouring countries.”

Australian ambassador to Cambo-
dia Pablo Kang said: “Covid-19 has 
severely disrupted global trade, af-
fecting food security and access to 
essential supplies.

“Along with providing critical equip-
ment, Australia is supporting the Gen-
eral Department of Customs and Ex-
cise to enhance and implement health 
and sanitary protocols at key borders.

“This helps ensure Cambodia re-
main safe and open to trade, assist-
ing its economic recovery,” he said, 
according to the release.
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UNDP donates PPE, supplies to Customs CrF: move sets 
a good example 
Continued from page 1

also meets the seventh of the Sus-
tainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
which is to provide affordable and en-
vironmentally friendly energy.

Hence, he said, the use of solar 
energy systems in the rice sector not 
only supply energy as needed, but 
also help the Earth.

“The use of renewable energy will 
not pollute the environment and will 
reduce greenhouse gas and carbon 
dioxide emissions,” Kunthy said.

Cambodia rice Federation (CrF) 
secretary-general Lun Yeng said the 
increase in solar power would help sta-
bilise power in rice mills, but that pro-
duction costs would still be high com-
pared to buying power from the EdC.

He said the government currently 
does not encourage such invest-
ments because companies have to 
pay for power and electricity capac-
ity tariffs, but added that he hopes 
the government will change its pol-
icy to encourage the use of alterna-
tive energy sources down the line.

“What the company has done sets 
a good example as an organic rice 
producer tied to a solar power proj-
ect, but solar installation is not yet 
profitable for our members,” Yeng 
said.

Victor Jona, the director-general of 
the ministry of mines and Energy’s 
General Department of Energy, pre-
viously told The Post that the private 
sector should use energy purchased 
from the EdC, which has a proper and 
low-cost national grid connection.

“With an appropriate and stable 
supply of electricity, there’d be no 
need to invest” in other sources, he 
said.

(From left to right) GDCE director-general Dr Kun Nhem, Australian ambassador to Cambodia Pablo Kang and UNDP resident 
representative Nick Beresford. SUPPLIED



BRITISH and EU negotiators 
had dug in their heels and 
were each demanding more 
concessions from the other as 
post-Brexit trade talks dragged 
on into December 20, dead-
locked on fishing rights.

Sources from both sides said 
that unless the other backed 
down on access to UK waters, 
Britain would leave the single 
market at midnight on Decem-
ber 31 without a follow-on deal 
on cross-Channel commerce.

A British government source 
said: “We’re continuing to try 
every possible path to an 
agreement, but without a sub-
stantial shift from the [Euro-
pean] Commission we will be 
leaving on WTO [World Trade 
Organisation] terms on 31 
December.”

But an EU diplomat said 
Brussels had made Britain its 
last offer on fishing and it was 
down now to UK Prime Minis-
ter Boris Johnson to decide 
whether he wants a deal.

“If Britain doesn’t accept the 
latest EU offer it will be a ‘no 
deal’ over fish,” he warned. A 
European official said: “It’s 
very blocked.”

The tough talk came as both 
sides are engaged in intense 
– and tense – negotiations to 
secure a pact before the end of 
the month. No deal would risk 

chaos at EU and UK borders, 
where a pre-deadline rush has 
already caused long tailbacks 
of lorries.

Observers, however, noted 
that the fishing issue was 
about finding middle ground 
between offer and counterof-
fer in an economically small 
sector, while the much bigger 
other main issue, on guaran-

teeing fair trade competition 
rules is closer to settlement.

The European diplomat said: 
“It’s all down to numbers now.”

The EU’s pointman in the 
negotiations, Michel Barnier, 
has proposed EU fishermen 
giving up nearly a quarter of 
the value of the fish they cur-
rently catch in UK waters. Brit-
ain is understood to be hold-

ing out for getting back much 
more than half.

The UK has suggested this 
compromise last for three 
years before it is renegotiated, 
whereas Europe is holding out 
for double that.

“We cannot accept a deal 
that doesn’t leave us in control 
of our own laws or waters,” the 
UK government source said, 

arguing that the EU was “con-
tinuing to make demands that 
are incompatible with our 
independence”.

EU fishermen fear losing any 
access to the rich UK fishing 
waters will threaten their live-
lihoods. 

“We are in the throes of being 
sold down the river,” the Euro-
pean Fisheries Alliance said in 
a statement, urging Barnier to 
stick to protecting them.

“The shape of a deal, as cur-
rently stands would give a 
huge blow to the European 
seafood sector which is made 
up of more than 18,000 fisher-
men and 3,500 vessels with an 
annual turnover of €20.7 bil-
lion [$25.4 billion],” it said.

Time is very short to reach 
an accord.

The European Parliament has 
highlighted a deadline of mid-
night (2300 GMT) on December 
20 to receive a deal for review if 
its members are to ratify it 
before the end of the year.

Their UK parliamentary 
counterparts are in recess, but 
can be recalled within 48 hours 
to do likewise.

But EU capitals are not bind-
ing themselves to the Euro-
pean Parliament’s deadline.

France’s European affairs 
minister, Clement Beaune, 
said talks will not be called to 

a halt if they drag out past 
December 20 night.

He said: “We won’t do that 
because what is at risk is whole 
sectors like fishing, like sus-
tainable competition condi-
tions for our businesses.”

The urgency of reaching a 
deal is seen in long lines of 
trucks at the freight rail link 
through the Channel tunnel as 
British companies frantically 
stockpile.

A group of UK members of 
Parliament warned on Decem-
ber 19 that Britain has not 
installed the complex infor-
mation technology (IT) sys-
tems and port infrastructure 
needed to ensure trade with 
the EU runs smoothly.

Some disruption is inevita-
ble, deal or no deal, with British 
and European firms needing to 
fill out import-export, health 
and tax forms to send and 
receive goods to each other.

A deal would avoid tariffs but 
there would still be traffic snarls 
as checks on truck loads and 
drivers’ papers are carried out.

Even truck drivers’ lunches 
will come under border scrutiny 
– the British government 
warned that packed ham and 
cheese sandwiches are banned 
from entry into Europe under 
meat and dairy restrictions that 
apply to non-EU arrivals. AFP
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EU, UK each demand concessions as post-Brexit talks stall 

Sources from both sides have said that unless the other backed down on access to UK waters, Britain would 
leave the single market at midnight on December 31 without a follow-on deal on cross-Channel commerce. AFP

The global health crisis instigated by 
the Covid-19 epidemic has slowed 
the tourism sector in every country 
in the world to a virtual standstill for 
most of 2020.

And Cambodia’s too has been 
brought to its knees, with just over 
1.26 international tourist arrivals 
in the first 10 months of this year, 
marking a 76.1 per cent plunge from 
the more than 5.26 million registered 
in the same period last year.

The government has launched 
a raft of major economic stimulus 
measures to help the embattled sec-
tor, including temporary tax relief 
for businesses and orders to banks to 
consider restructuring debts.

And even as the pandemic squeezes 
state coffers, the government also rolled 
out ambitious infrastructure projects, 
such as those in Preah Sihanouk and 
Siem Reap provinces, in a bid to lift 
tourism out of its current predicament.

The Post staff reporter Hin Pisei in-
terviewed Cambodia Association of 
Travel Agents (CATA) president chhay 
Sivlin to hear her professional insights 
into the general panorama of the condi-
tions and challenges for the Kingdom’s 
Covid-19-era tourism industry, the gov-
ernment’s response mechanism and its 
expectations for 2021, when mass vac-
cination campaigns around the world 
will presumably be underway.

Could you paint a brief picture of the 
Cambodian tourism industry’s cur-
rent state?

The Covid-19 epidemic crisis, 
which first broke out in late 2019 in 
China, has triggered a sharp decline 
in global tourist arrivals.

In the first 10 months of 2020, 
the number of international tour-
ists visiting Cambodia decreased 
by almost 80 per cent compared to 

the first 10 months of 2019, accord-
ing to the Ministry of Tourism. And 
the number of domestic tourists has 
dropped a great deal, too.

Before the onset of Covid-19, the 
tourism sector in Cambodia was 
on a substantial upsurge. As far as 
I know, there were about 700 travel 
companies and agencies doing busi-
ness in Cambodia at the time.

But hamstrung by the long-lasting 
outbreak, a large number of tour 
companies have buckled under the 
relative paucity of tourists entering 
and leaving the country, leading to 
a lull in operations with no capital 
to support them. Some firms have 
been riddled with debt.

And what has the government done 
in response?

In a bid to give the tourism indus-
try a helping hand, the Cambodian 
government has so far introduced 
six rounds of measures, includ-
ing offering $40 monthly per each 
employee that was suspended or 
laid-off, multifarious monthly tax 
exemptions for the tourism sector, 
an extension on payments of social 
security pension obligations, and 
patent tax exemptions until the end 
of December 2020. In addition, the 
state will also waive tourism licence 
fees for 2021.

While we are very pleased with the 
measures that the government has 
afforded to the tourism industry, 
they are still not enough to main-
tain the sector’s sustainability in the 
wake of nearly a year of dealing with 
the health crisis.

This has depleted tourism busi-
nesses’ reserves and resources that 
had been allotted for the retention 
of skilled staff, costs of operations 
and electricity – with some of them 
fretting over yet-unresolved cases of 
malfunctioning electricity meters, 
major audit requirements for op-
erations in the year-ago period, and 
charges for unbilled back taxes from 
prior years.

Although the debt was incurred in 
previous years, we’ve spent all of our 
money in the nearly one year since 
Covid-19 broke out and have nothing 
with which to pay off the dues owed to 
the General Department of Taxation 
that have accumulated over three-to-
four years, before being adjusted by a 
“comprehensive audit” (as outlined 
in Prakas 270 on Tax Audits).

What more can the government do 
to help tourism businesses?

On behalf of the tourism industry, 
we eagerly await further assistance 
from the Royal Government vis-a-
vis the exemption of all tax liabilities 
for previous years, which will shore 
up businesses and guarantee their 
sustainability, and we request that 
the state help disburse the budget 
and provide loan packages at lower 
interest rates than those offered at 
private banks.

This’ll help business owners re-
tain the tourism professionals with 
decades of training and experience, 
as the sector can only grow and 
compete internationally if we have 
the virtuosos with the talent to de-
sign fascinating tours and provide 
top-notch hospitality, so that we 
may garner more attention from de-
veloped countries.

As a very memorable 2020 draws 
to a close, where do you think the 
sector is headed for in the coming 
year?

Going into 2021, I feel that tourism 
could recover a smidge if most of 
the people around the world can get 
their hands on Covid-19 jabs. But as 
travel hinges on the configuration 
of economic, safety and health set-
tings, we are all too well aware that 
tourism is the most fragile and vul-
nerable sector.

And construction on the govern-
ment’s new infrastructure proj-
ects in Preah Sihanouk and Siem 
Reap provinces will undoubtedly 
go a significantly long way toward 
luring in international tourists to 
Cambodia once the Covid-19 crisis 
ends.

I anticipate that the tourism sec-
tor in Cambodia will need at least 
another five years to rebound and 
once again enjoy 2019-levels of in-
ternational tourists.

This interview has been edited for 
length and clarity.

Tourism bunkers down for years-long recovery

Cambodia Association of Travel Agents (CATA) president Chhay Sivlin. hONG MENEA

BUSINESS
INSIDER
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Four years of brinkmanship 
at N Ireland’s brexit border
A

s the UK braces for 
the end of the brexit 
transition period, 
the Northern Irish 

town of Warrenpoint reflects 
on four years at the heart of 
britain’s turbulent departure 
from the eU.

A port hub humming with 
ferries and freight, Warren-
point sits on the Irish border 
and was the site of the dead-
liest attack on british troops 
during “the troubles”.

since the 2016 vote to leave 
the eU, all those elements be-
came shuffling pieces in the 
intractable puzzle of britain’s 
bid to split with the bloc.

mark Kelly, the head of the 
town’s chamber of commerce, 
said: “Unfortunately we are 
very much in Warrenpoint 
right at the centre of a whole 
plethora of issues, historic 
and recent, around brexit.”

As co-owner of a hardware 
wholesaler stocking around 

70 per cent of goods from the 
eU, he has spent more time 
than most musing on the fu-
ture after January 1.

On that date, the brexit 
transition period freezing 
eU-UK relations will end and 
the full effect of the split will 
be felt.

Kelly said: “We just have to 
make the very best of it.”

britain voted to leave the 
eU in June 2016 but talks be-
tween London and brussels 
immediately stalled over the 
thorny issue of the Irish bor-
der, which bisects the estuary 
of Warrenpoint.

the 500km boundary be-
tween Northern Ireland and 
eU member state Ireland was 
largely dissolved as a sectar-
ian conflict known as “the 
troubles” wound down.

but up until 1998, some 
3,500 were killed by bombs 
and bullets as unionists, re-
publicans and security forces 

battled over the destiny of the 
british province.

the border was a flashpoint 
in killings, and there were 
fears that resurrecting infra-
structure to police the new 
frontier of the eU could un-
ravel a fragile peace.

In Warrenpoint, those fears 
were freighted with a dark 
significance.

On August 27, 1979, two 
Irish republican Army bombs 
killed 18 british soldiers at 
“Narrow Water”, which marks 
the border – the deadliest at-
tack on troops in the conflict.

Outside the town, the spot 
remains marked by a rank of 
well-tended poppy wreaths.

“Northern Ireland has 
been in the eye of the brexit 
storm since the very start,” 
explained Jane morrice, the 
former head of the eU com-
mission in Northern Ireland.

morrice – also an architect of 
the 1998 “Good Friday” peace 

agreement – said “there was 
not an understanding among 
the majority in Great britain 
[england, scotland and Wales] 
of the impact the border would 
have on these discussions”.

eventually, a deal was sealed 
for the UK and the eU to split, 
keeping the border open by 
aligning Northern Ireland to 
the bloc’s single market and 
customs union.

the dark prospect of a hard 
Irish border has been avoid-
ed but for Warrenpoint, the 
changes will still be dramatic.

Warrenpoint’s port – the 
second busiest in the region – 
will soon be a de facto eU-UK 
border as checks which would 
have been needed at the Irish 
border take place here instead.

At the town-centre office 
of freight forwarding firm 
trans europe express, there 
is a steady roar of passing 
lorries loaded with shipping 
containers. AFP

Virus leading to ‘sharp increase’ in hospital admissions

Us’ biden introduces 
environment team to 
tackle ‘existential threat’

Continued from page 1

adviser Patrick Vallance said: “this 
virus has taken off, it’s moving fast, 
and it’s leading inevitably to a sharp 
increase in hospital admissions.”

On december 19, there were 27,052 
new cases in the UK, slightly less than 
on december 18.

First minister of Wales mark drak-
eford also announced new restric-
tions from december 20, with festive 
“bubbles” – limited gatherings of 
selected contacts –  allowed only for 
christmas day.

In scotland, First minister Nicola 

sturgeon announced a ban on travel 
to other parts of the UK for christmas 
and said families in scotland should 
mix only on christmas day.

currently people in Northern Ire-
land are set enter a new lockdown 
after christmas.

Under the new lockdown measures 
that take effect from december 20 
morning, those living in the most 
severely affected areas will be advised 
not to go to areas with lower restric-
tions under the country’s tiered sys-
tem, and not to stay overnight. they 
can still travel for work, however.

Non-essential shops, gyms, cine-

mas, bowling alleys, casinos, hair-
dressers and nail bars will be closed 
in London and other affected regions, 
including Kent, buckinghamshire 
and berkshire.

Only one person from one house-
hold will be allowed to meet one per-
son from another household in a 
public place, outside.

London mayor sadiq Khan said 
that the capital “faces its toughest 
christmas since the war”, referring to 
World War II.

he urged the government to 
increase testing, give more compen-
sation for lost income and make 

mask wearing compulsory outside in 
busy public spaces.

the business community criticised 
the measure, with british retail con-
sortium ceO helen dickinson warn-
ing that “many thousands of jobs 
could be at risk”.

Vallance said the new coronavirus 
strain “contains 23 different changes”, 
including variants that are associated 
with how the virus binds to cells and 
enters cells.

by the week beginning december 9, 
the new strain was accounting for 60 
per cent of cases in London, he said.

he said: “We think it may be in 

other countries as well.”
england’s chief medical officer chris 

Whitty said earlier on december 19 
that the UK had informed the World 
health Organisation of its findings 
about the new coronavirus strain.

downing street said it had also 
informed the leaders of the other 
regions of the UK.

there was no evidence that the new 
strain causes more severe illness or 
higher mortality, Johnson said.

he said: “equally, there’s no evi-
dence to suggest the vaccine will be 
any less effective against the new 
variant.” AFP

PresIdeNt-elect Joe biden on 
saturday introduced key mem-
bers of his environmental team 
and said his administration 
would make the fight against 
global warming a pillar of his 
drive to rebuild the pandemic-
hit Us economy.

biden said these nominees 
will “lead my Administration’s 
ambitious plan to address an 
existential threat of our time – 
climate change.”

“Folks, we’re in a crisis,” biden 
said at the event in Wilmington, 
delaware. “Just like we need to 
be a unified nation to respond 
to covid-19, we need a unified 
national response to climate 
change.”

the nominees introduced 
saturday include representa-
tive deb haaland of New mex-
ico to be Interior secretary. 

Overseeing America’s natural 
resources that include national 
parks and wildlife refuges, if 
confirmed by the senate, haa-
land would be the first Native 
American to hold a cabinet 
position.

biden said his administration 
will work to modernise water, 
transportation and energy 
infrastructure to make it better 
equipped to resist extreme 
weather conditions – and cre-
ate many jobs along the way.

biden also said he wants to 
build 500,000 electric vehicle 
charging stations and 1.5 mil-
lion energy-efficient homes 
and public housing units.

he also said his administra-
tion will create a quarter mil-
lion jobs “right away” by hiring 
people to plug millions of 
abandoned oil and gas wells 
that are deemed a health and 
safety risk.

biden repeated that he will 
rejoin the Paris climate accord, 
which President donald 
trump abandoned, and restore 
a slew of Obama-era environ-
mental regulations that trump 
eliminated.

For other jobs, biden said he 
has picked Gina mccarthy, 
Obama’s environmental Pro-
tection Agency administrator, 
to lead a new White house 
Office of climate Policy.

biden has also tapped 
michael regan, North caroli-
na’s top environmental regula-
tor, to run the environmental 
Protection Agency and brenda 
mallory, an environmental 
attorney, to direct the council 
on environmental Quality. 

regan and mallory are 
black. biden said that with 
saturday’s announcements, 
his cabinet will feature six 
African Americans. AFP

Mark Kelly, the head of Warrenpoint’s chamber of commerce, poses for a portrait in the yard of the Kelly builders supply firm in the border town, 
which sits beside Carlingford lough, with Northern Ireland on one side and the Irish Republic on the other, on December 15. AFP

US President-elect Joe Biden announces members of his climate and 
energy appointments at the Queen theater on Saturday in Wilmington, 
Delaware. Biden announced his climate and energy team that will 
advance an ambitious agenda to address the issues of climate change. 
AFP
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ASEAN

After being gang-raped by 
soldiers, steely-eyed thein 
Nu went up against myan-
mar’s powerful military in a 
months-long fight for justice – 
a fight that paid off with a rare 
legal victory.

Her three rapists were jailed 
for 20 years with hard labour, 
a sentence she hopes will give 
other survivors the courage to 
speak up and challenge the 
military’s impunity.

Lodging a legal complaint 
pitted the 36-year-old mother 
of four against myanmar’s 
most powerful institution, 
whose soldiers have long been 
accused by rights groups of us-
ing rape as a weapon of war in 
the country’s conflict zones.

the crime was committed 
in June in northern rakh-
ine state – the site of a nearly 
two-year battle between the 
military and the Arakan Army, 
which is fighting for more au-
tonomy for the ethnic rakhine 
population.

thein Nu – who has been 
given a pseudonym to pro-
tect her identity – said: “many 
women like me have already 
endured the same thing . . . If I 
didn’t reveal this, it could lead 

to many more in rakhine [be-
ing abused].”

Her victory comes after an 
initial denial from the mili-
tary, which said she made up 
the allegations, and she still 
faces the glare of widespread 
social stigma, including from 
her husband who refuses to 
speak to her.

“I am both happy and sad,” 
she said, still in disbelief that 
the military tribunal ruled in 
her favour.

“I don’t entirely believe this 
verdict will stop the rape and 
abuse against women in con-
flict areas because they [the 
military] are unreliable people 
with two faces.”

In a rare acknowledgement 
of wrongdoing, the military on 
december 19 announced the 
verdict and sentence against 
the three rapists, trumpeting 
its own “transparent” investi-
gation of the case.

but observers warn it is too 
soon to judge whether thein 
Nu’s victory will be a water-
shed moment for the armed 
forces – which ruled myanmar 
outright until 2011 and still 
holds sway over many aspects 
of life in the country. AFP

tHe medan administration in In-
donesia’s North Sumatra province 
will proceed with christmas and 
New Year celebrations while urging 
residents to avoid crowds despite a 
prohibition against crowd-pulling 
events from the provincial admin-
istration to curb soaring covid-19 
cases. 

medan administration official 
renward Parapat, representing the 
city’s acting mayor Akhyar Nasution 
in a cross-sectoral meeting on the 
year-end holidays on december 17, 
said the administration would help 
ensure that christmas and New Year 
celebrations in the city would run 
smoothly and safely.

“this year’s christmas celebra-
tion must be carried out by follow-
ing health protocols, given that the 
covid-19 epidemic is still hitting me-
dan. We hope that such conditions 
won’t lessen the solemnity of the cel-
ebration for the sake of everyone’s 
safety,” renwardi said on the side-
lines of the meeting at medan Police 
headquarters on december 17. 

renward, however, has called on 
the public to refrain from joining 
crowds on New Year’s eve to prevent 

the emergence of new covid-19 
clusters that might result in a spike 
of cases in the city.

deputy medan Police chief Ad-
jutant commander Irsan Sinuhaji, 
who was also present in the meet-
ing, said that all concerned parties 
must focus on preventing covid-19 
transmission, including by prevent-
ing crowd-gathering events.

He said, consequently, there would 
be road closures and re-routing to-
ward the merdeka field to prevent 
crowds forming in public places.

North Sumatra governor edy rah-
mayadi said on december 17 there 
would not be any New Year celebra-
tions in the province as he expressed 
the hope that those celebrating 
christmas would still follow health 
protocols.

He said: “As for christmas, per-
form prayers with all their solemnity 
while still strictly following health 
protocols.”

the province recorded 89 new 
covid-19 cases on december 18, 
bringing the total tally to 17,095 with 
647 fatalities, according to data from 
the ministry of Health. THE JAKARTA POST/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

myanmar victim of gang 
rape wins months-long 
legal battle with military

Indonesia’s medan set to hold 
year-end festivities despite ban

eU wishes to boost ties with VN

thai market locked down after outbreak

e
UroPeAN council 
president charles 
michel and european 
commission presi-

dent Ursula von der Leyen 
have sent congratulations to 
Vietnamese President Nguyen 
Phu trong and Prime minis-
ter Nguyen Xuan Phuc on the 
30th founding anniversary of 
Vietnam-eU diplomatic ties.

In their letters, the two eU 
leaders lauded Vietnam’s swift 
and decisive actions to contain 
the spread of covid-19, suc-
cessfully curbing the outbreak 
and minimising deaths. they 
also offered condolences to the 
families of victims in floods in 
central Vietnam in october.

they said that over the last 30 
years, Vietnam had witnessed 
many developments, from the 
implementation of the doi moi 
(renewal) policy; the normali-
sation of relations with the eU, 
the US and china; and its join-
ing ASeAN to extensive struc-

tural reforms and the strategy 
for socio-economic develop-
ment via global integration.

these factors have helped 
Vietnam become one of the 
fastest-growing economies in 
the world, according to them.

Given the settlement of 
important global challenges 
requiring the participation of 
both europe and Asia, the of-
ficials congratulated Vietnam 
on its constructive role as 
ASeAN chair this year.

the eU pledges to intensify 
eU-ASeAN cooperation and 
welcomes the official establish-
ment of the eU-ASeAN strate-
gic partnership at the ministe-
rial meeting on december 1.

Vietnam was now an active 
member in the world, ready to 
assume growing international 
obligations, and share the eU’s 
strong commitment to mul-
tilateralism, they said, adding 
that the pandemic was a global 
crisis that needed international 

solidarity and cooperation.
In their letters, the presidents 

of the european council and 
commission said over the last 
three decades, the eU-Vietnam 
partnership had developed un-
ceasingly, supported by agree-
ments covering different do-
mains, from politics, trade and 
defence to anti-illegal logging.

by building a stronger part-
nership, the eU and Vietnam 
could handle global challenges, 
and as a long-standing friend 
of Vietnam, the eU would wel-
come the two sides discuss-
ing difficult issues in an open, 
straightforward and construc-
tive manner, they affirmed.

the officials noted the eU-
Vietnam partnership was first 
and foremost for the sake of 
the Vietnamese and european 
people, and development co-
operation would remain an 
important element in the eU’s 
commitment to Vietnam.

they expressed the will-

ingness to enhance ties with 
Vietnam in dealing with major 
global challenges, contribut-
ing to peace and development 
in the world.

michel and Leyen also hope 
to visit Vietnam at an appro-
priate time.

In a message on the occa-
sion of the 30th anniversary of 
diplomatic relations between 
the two sides, Josep borrell, 
the eU high representative 
for foreign affairs and security 
policy and vice-president of 
the european commission, 
said Vietnam had experienced 
fruitful cooperation in various 
sectors in the past 30 years.

Vietnam is among the coun-
tries in ASeAN and the Asia-
Pacific to have developed com-
prehensive relations with the 
eU. He described the signing 
of the eU-Vietnam free trade 
Agreement (eVftA) as an ex-
traordinary step in bilateral ties. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

tHAILANd’S largest seafood mar-
ket and the surrounding area were 
locked down december 19 to con-
tain a coronavirus outbreak, after 
the country’s largest spike in cases 
since the pandemic began.

despite being the first place to 
register an infection outside china, 
the kingdom had been mostly un-
scathed by the pandemic, with just 
over 4,000 cases and 60 deaths so 
far.

but on december 19 night, au-
thorities announced 548 positive 
cases connected to a seafood mar-
ket in mahachai, Samut Sakhon 
province, about 40 minutes south-
west of bangkok.

Provincial governor Veerasak Vijit-
saengsri said: “We have announced 
the shrimp market is a severe dis-
ease control area.”

A strict lockdown and curfew were 
introduced around the market un-
til early January, affecting schools, 
sports stadiums, playgrounds and 
shopping malls.

However, december 20’s local 
elections were expected to go ahead 
as planned, as long as voters wore 
masks.

foreign workers have been banned 
from leaving the province.

department of disease control 

director-general opas Kankavin-
wong said: “the total number is 548 
and 90 per cent [of cases] have no 
sign of sickness and most of them 
are foreign workers.”

moe Kyaw thu from the raks thai 
foundation, which is coordinating 
testing, said it aimed to screen 4,000 
people over the weekend.

“the population in mahachai is 
roughly 70 per cent thai and 30 per 

cent migrant workers, which means 
the source of the virus spreading 
could come from migrant workers, 
particularly myanmese workers,” he 
said, using a demonym for people 
from myanmar.

myanmar has had more than 
115,000 cases of coronavirus and 
thai authorities have been ramp-
ing up border controls over recent 
months. AFP

Trung Nguyen coffee company is one among many to benefit from the newly ratified EVFTA. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

Authorities announced 548 positive cases connected to a seafood market in Mahachai, 
Samut Sakhon province, about 40 minutes southwest of Bangkok on Saturday. AFP

Members of the Arakan Women Network speak to soldiers outside a 
military court in Sittwe on December 11. STR/AFP
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Opinion

I
N ONe year, more than 300,000 
people died from coronavirus in 
the US, more than the number 
killed in four years of her 

involvement in World War II.   World 
growth is down between five-seven 
per cent and many millions are strug-
gling with their health, jobs and live-
lihood.  many more millions have 
been driven below the poverty line. 

What does the coming 2020s dec-
ade portend?   Instead of predicting 
an unknowable future, let’s paint 
three possible scenarios – using the 
Italian spaghetti Western movie title, 
the Good, the Bad and Ugly. 

The good scenario is that the 
incoming biden Administration will 
heal America, rebuild the multilateral 
order, growth will recover in 2021, 
global trade tensions are reduced, 
and continued trade will bring better 
cooperation among the Great Pow-
ers.  Gradually, climate change issues 
are addressed, social inequality is 
reduced, there are better jobs from 
green infrastructure investments, 
and we have a decade of peace and 
prosperity.   Stock markets will con-
tinue to rise as central banks commit 
to low interest rates, while technolo-
gy companies are rewarded for game-
changing innovation. 

The bad scenario is more muddling 
through.  This was the opportunity 
missed during the last 2007/2009 glo-
bal financial crisis.   Instead of 
addressing fundamental inequality, 
clean up the bad management that 
messed up the banks and derivatives, 
everyone got rewarded with more 
central bank money.  We ended up 
with worse climate change, huge 
debt overhang, big asset bubbles, 
rich got richer and poor were so 
depressed from failing states that 
they migrated. The middle class felt 
they were worst off, blamed immi-
grants, foreigners, globalisation and 
voted in brexit and Trump.

In short, instead of making real 
structural reforms, most rich coun-
tries doubled down on loose mone-
tary policy and avoided rocking the 
boat.  eU commission Jean-claude 
Juncker summed up this period: “We 
all know what to do, but we don’t 
know how to get re-elected once we 
have done it.”  

Toxic politics got us where we are 
today, in a bad place with nowhere to 
hide.

Today, most politicians are repeat-
ing the same mistakes, with bad 
money politics selling out the inter-
ests of the majority to keep a minori-
ty in power.  everyone hopes that the 
vaccine will help the economy recov-
er, but relying only on hope is not 

good policy.  The pandemic is truly a 
global crisis, because without close 
cooperation, no single economy is 
powerful enough to get out of secular 
stagnation. That britain can risk a No 
deal brexit signals to the world that 
emotional nationalism triumphs over 
economic rationalism. 

The recent US presidential elec-
tions reflected this deep polarisation. 
With a record voter turnout, it was 
supposed to be a celebration of 
rationalism over anger. Instead, 47 
per cent of voters are backing Trump 
and the republican leadership in 
challenging the legitimacy of the 
biden victory in the courts. Although 
the institutional checks and balances 
held, it augers badly for the future.  

There is an ugly scenario that I 
could not have dreamed possible 
even as late as last year.

For 70 years, the world has 
assumed that the US will always be 
united, land of the free, welcoming to 
immigrants, opportunities and stood 
for fairness, rule of law and global 
peace.  When former democrat Presi-
dent Franklin delano roosevelt cre-
ated the New deal and President Tru-
man launched the marshall Plan, the 
US was capitalist but left-leaning in 
caring for the weak and downtrod-
den.  The US won world leadership 
by standing up against the Fascist far 
right in World War II.  

What if America swings to the Far 
right to set a scene for a very differ-
ent world? An America that stands for 
world interests is very different from 
an America First philosophy that 
changed the game fundamentally as 
played by Trump. The republican 
Party has moved sharply to the right, 
and represents today more the white 
minority that feels threatened by the 
rising plurality and diversity in US 
population and cultural values. The 
roots of the resentment of the Trump 
supporters are complex, but they sig-
nal an emotional anger that most 
non-Americans have difficulty com-
prehending. The democratic Left 
united just in time to hold back this 
right Wing tide.  even they are sur-
prised by the republicans playing by 
different rules. 

This ugly scenario will unfold if the 
republicans block all biden initia-
tives, domestic and foreign, to ensure 
that he does not deliver. by 2022 mid-
term elections, the republicans will 
regain majority in congress, and with 
the republican Party controlling the 
Senate, House and Supreme court, 
the right wing shift in American val-
ues and ideology will be difficult to 
reverse. Whose rules apply when the 
game is fixed?

What does that mean for the rest of 
the world?  No one will feel secure 
with radical changes in US foreign 

policy that swing from moderation to 
possible extremism and back.  All will 
feel insecure and few will think and 
act for the long-term. 

Historically, the Greek and roman 
empires went through the same shift, 
from an open republican era to an 
imperial and autocratic phase.  The 
british empire did not go through this 
phase because it was always checked 
by the europeans and then overtaken 
by their American cousins.  Global 
neoliberal rules of the game will not 
hold if the strongest military power 
will not play by its own rules. Great 
Power politics will definitely get uglier.

Since we don’t want to spoil the 
mood for the christmas festive sea-
son, let us hope that the bad and ugly 
scenarios do not unfold. most Holly-
wood films end up with the good 
guys winning.  

but as the Good cowboy (clint 
eastwood) won over the bad (Lee Van 
cleef), it was the Ugly (eli Wallach), 
who asked the question many asked 
themselves during this pandemic: “If 
you work for a living, why do you kill 
yourself working?”

The answer is that most have no 
choice.  So let us pray for the Good 
outcome in 2021. ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The good scenario is that the incoming Biden Administration will heal America, rebuild the multilateral order, growth will recover in 
2021, global trade tensions are reduced, and continued trade will bring better cooperation among the Great Powers. Afp

Andrew Sheng writes on global issues with an 
Asian perspective. The views expressed in this 
article are solely his own. 

Opinion
Andrew Sheng

2020 and beyond - the Good, Bad and Ugly
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china’s fishing communities adapt to life on land

Y
ang Zeqiang’s 
boat chugs across 
the Yangtze ferrying a 
few people and sacks 

of grain – his new source of 
income after all fishing was 
halted along china’s longest 
river in the name of environ-
mental protection.

as a boy, Yang remembers 
seeing his father and grand-
father head out in the early 
morning dark to earn a living 
fishing the upper Yangtze in 
china’s southwest.

“i grew up here on the Yang-
tze river, where my family 
have been fishing for genera-
tions,” said 52-year-old Yang, 
who also fished for two de-
cades until the ban.

“Fishing was hard, but it 
made me feel happy to be out 
catching fish and i miss it.”

beijing this year rolled out a 
ten-year catch ban along the 
Yangtze and its major lakes 
and tributaries, trying to re-
verse years of overfishing, 
rapid development and mas-
sive pollution.

The measures mean hitting 
pause on a centuries-old trade.

Yang and his neighbours on 
Zhongba – a small island near 
the southwestern metropolis 
of chongqing – are adjusting 
to replace their lost income.

Yang turned his home into 
a guesthouse and games par-

lour, and also bought a pas-
senger ferry.

but he expects to make only 
20,000 yuan ($3,000) this year, 
a quarter of what he made 
when he fished – and the ferry 
runs at a loss unless he carries 
at least ten people.

“i can’t make a living from 
those alone,” he said.

in sichuan province, neigh-
bouring Zhongba island, tens 
of thousands of fishing boats 
have been destroyed or dis-
mantled by authorities, and 
more than 16,400 fishermen 
have lost their licenses.

Official red banners hung 
around Yang’s quiet village 
remind locals: “don’t fish for 
a living, be proud to protect 
the fish.”

‘No one wants to hire us’ 
most residents said they un-

derstand the need to protect 
the depleted “mother river”, 
as china wakes up to the envi-
ronmental impact of decades 
of “growth first” development.

and while the over-har-
vested Yangtze basin once 
accounted for 60 percent of 
china’s total freshwater fish-
ing output, it now makes up 
less than one percent.

The overdue attention on 
conservation has impacted 
nearly 300,000 fishing fami-
lies, however.

“When we were fishing, we 
could earn more,” said 71-year-
old Zhao Zejin, a fisherman for 
40 years before the ban. “Peo-
ple’s lives were better.”

He now sells sacks of seeds, 
which he lugs from the quay-
side down to Yang’s boat, stag-
gering under the weight.

“after the fishing ban, the 
fishermen on the island were 
all looking for jobs,” said Yang’s 
neighbour Zhao Huaiping. 

“We are old and no one 
wants to hire us.”

Debt and pollution
decades of development have 

severely damaged the world’s 
third-longest river, which is 
choked with toxic chemicals, 
plastic and garbage.

Trash flowing from the 
Yangtze is the most signifi-
cant contributor to plastic 

waste in the world’s oceans, 
while the eleven major dams 
along the river have also hit 
migratory fish travels and 
ecosystems. 

a WWF report this year said 
four Yangtze fish species are 
now extinct, and another 61 
threatened.

numbers of Yangtze finless 
porpoises have dwindled to 
the hundreds.

changing weather patterns 
as a consequence of climate 
change have also led to severe 
flooding which has an impact 
on biodiversity. 

Protecting the Yangtze – 
which irrigates an area re-
sponsible for 45 per cent of the 
country’s gdP – is now a prior-
ity for the chinese leadership. 

conservation programmes 
have been springing up along 
the river – including some 

community-organised clean-
ups and nature reserves, 
curbs on development and 
closing riverside chemical 
factories.

“The [fishing] ban alone will 
not turn the Yangtze back into 
a healthy river,” said sieren 
ernst, ceO of the climate 
cost Project. 

“i would like to see a com-
prehensive ecosystem man-
agement programme for the 
whole Yangtze basin that 
looks at the total biological 
health in the region – humans 
included.”

Punishments have already 
been handed out for illegal 
fishing, including 13 fisher-
men sentenced this month.

Officials promised skills 
training for fishermen, and 
Yang says the local govern-
ment gave a one-off grant 

which covered half the price 
of his ferry. 

it also advertises his hostel 
on their website.

but other hoped-for devel-
opments have not happened.

Only a winding, muddy 
track leads to the quayside for 
boats to Zhongba, and locals 
worry there is not enough to 
draw tourists – particularly 
with local specialities off the 
menu.

“many guests asked to eat the 
Yangtze river fish,” Yang said. 

“i have to tell them we can-
not eat it – there is nowhere to 
buy it and i can’t fish for it.”

Large investments have also 
left Yang in debt, and he owes 
100,000 rmb (over $15,000).

“The ban on fishing is a na-
tional policy,” he said with a 
sigh. “so there’s no option for 
us.” AFP

mexico celebrates christmas against backdrop of covid
in Yuridia TOrres’ workshop, 
the sale of pinatas is nonstop.

despite the mexican govern-
ment’s warning against tradi-
tional posadas – celebrations 
which began on Wednesday 
and play a huge role in the 
country’s christmas season – 
people in the capital’s Xochimil-
co neighborhood continued to 
buy the festive party item.

Posadas traditionally bring 
people into the streets and into 
the homes of neighbours across 
mexico and in other parts of 
Latin america over the course 
of nine nights. 

The holiday custom involves 
going door-to-door singing 
christmas carols, sometimes 
dressed as characters from the 
biblical christmas story.

even with a spike in corona-
virus infections and hospital 

occupancy at 82 per cent in 
mexico city, orders for pinatas 
are still coming in.

“The posadas have been 
postponed, but there are peo-
ple who will celebrate the holi-
days with their family,” 47-year-
old Torres, a neighbourhood 
factory administrator, said.

President andres manuel 
Lopez Obrador reiterated on 
Wednesday his call to “only go 
outdoors for essentials” during 
the end of the year.

mexico city mayor claudia 
sheinbaum’s warning was 
more explicit: “no parties, 
meetings or posadas.”

The tradition, which mixes 
christian beliefs with indige-
nous customs, can lead to giant 
fiestas, bringing together thou-
sands of people.

although posadas are not 

expressly prohibited, authori-
ties in the capital are consider-
ing fining those who throw par-
ties of more than 10 people.

brightly decorated pinatas 
are a central element of the 
holiday. The hollow cardboard 
creations are generally shaped 
as stars, animals, or characters 
and stuffed with candy or fruit. 
Participants then beat them 
with a stick until their contents 
fall to the ground.

in Xochimilco, a community 
closely linked to tradition, 
some like Hilda Varela are try-
ing to find a middle ground. 

The 66-year-old doctor will 
hold a celebration on Facebook 
after preparing for 10 months.

“by tradition, you cannot 
close the door to god. even if 
online, we will go forward,” she 
said.

apart from pinatas, sales of  
poinsettias, a red flower indig-
enous to mexico used for 
christmas decorations, are also 
doing well this year.

some 16 million plants 
have been sold in mexico, 
according to the agriculture 
ministry.

“We feared that sales would 
fall, but thanks to local con-
sumption we sold almost 
30,000 plants,” edgar Lopez 
who manages the san marcos 
greenhouse said.

but Julieta Lopez, who sells 
both pinatas and poinsettias, 
said she fears sales will decrease 
if more restrictions are put in 
place.

mexico has recorded 1.27 
million covid-19 cases and 
115,099 deaths since the start 
of the pandemic. AFP

Passengers get off Yang Zeqiang’s boat as it arrives at the bank opposite Zhongba, a small island near to the southwestern city of Chongqing. AFP

Fisherman Yang Zeqiang at the balcony of his house, which has been turned into a 
guesthouse in Zhongba, a small island near the southwestern city of Chongqing. AFP

Typical pinatas for sale in a market at Xochimilco, Mexico City, on 
December 15. AFP
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Almond Hospitality Group’s management and staff participated in a nationwide fundraising campaign on December 11 to support the 
purchasing of a Covid-19 vaccine. The team contributed $5,000 in total. “I am delighted to see our staff’s generosity and enthusiasm in 
wanting to contribute despite their being affected financially by the ongoing hardships caused by the Covid-19 outbreak,” said Almond 
Hospitality Group CEO Luu Meng.

Almond raises funds to purchase Covid vaccine
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G
erhard Berndt’s 
model railway has 
been three decades 
in the making, but 

this year it’s really been full 
steam ahead for the 72-year-
old Berliner.

The retired carpenter has 
had more time on his hands 
in 2020 because of coronavi-
rus restrictions – and he has 
dedicated it to building up an 
intricate small-scale village in 
his living room. 

“This stuff takes time. and I 
have used that in this corona 
situation,” said Berndt, who 
would otherwise be too busy 
jetting off to railway conven-
tions to spend hours a day 
working on his hobby.

Berndt is one of many Ger-
mans who have turned to mod-
el railways and other analogue 
toys this year as restrictions to 
curb the spread of Covid-19 
leave them looking for ways to 
entertain themselves and their 
families at home.

as a result model train sales 
have surged.

Forecasts from the asso-
ciation of German Toymakers 
(BVS) predict total turnover 
for the toy industry will be 
€3.7 billion ($4.5 billion) this 
year, an increase of eight per 
cent on last year.

Toy market boom
The boost is being driven 

by board games and puzzles, 
outdoor toys and construction 
kits, according to the BVS.

The country’s toy market 

grew 11 per cent, or €172 mil-
lion, on-year in January-Octo-
ber, according to the market 
research company npd Group.

Germany has the largest toy 
industry in europe in terms of 
both employment and turn-
over, accounting for a quarter 
of all people employed in the 
eU toy industry.

demand for toys has soared 
with bars, restaurants and 
leisure facilities closed for 
large parts of the year and 
social gatherings limited in 
the country, which has seen 
more than 1.3 million cases of 
the virus so far and more than 
22,000 deaths.

The model railway mar-
ket in particular has seen a 
boost after years of stagnat-
ing sales.

The pastime is especially 
beloved in Germany, which 
has the world’s largest model 
railway system – the Miniatur 
Wunderland in hamburg – 
and whose Interior Minister 
horst Seehofer is a self-con-
fessed fan.

Market leader Maerklin saw 
orders jump 50 per cent on-
year in November as Germany 
entered a second round of re-
strictions to combat the virus.

“We are one of the few in-
dustries that have been given 
a small boost by corona,” 
company CeO Florian Sieber 
said.

“This is certainly due to 
the fact that many people are 
staying at home and trying to 
think of meaningful activities 

they can do at home without 
getting infected,” he said.

Hobby for life
Orders also rose during 

Germany’s first lockdown in 
March and april, though not 
as sharply since the spring is 
traditionally not a popular 
time for railway building.

Overall, Maerklin is looking 
at increase in orders of 10 per 
cent compared to 2019, ac-
cording to Sieber.

Maerklin has employed an 
extra staff member to help 
with an increase in enquiries 
to its help centre, though it is 
not predicting a substantial 
increase in earnings since re-
strictions have also forced up 
production costs.

But Sieber hopes the higher 
demand will continue after 
the pandemic.

“We suspect that those who 
start now will stay with the 
hobby for a few years or even 
longer. This is not a hobby 
that you start today and stop 
tomorrow,” he said.

That is certainly true for 
Berndt, who bought a starter 
kit for 30 deutschmarks with 
his first paycheck and has 
never looked back.

Today, his model with 30 
trains, 300 figures and fully 
functioning miniature street 
lamps takes up the whole of 
his living room – but if virus 
rules are eventually lifted, it 
can be winched up to the ceil-
ing to make space for normal 
life. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Heaviest noble gas
  6 “I called it!”
 10 Hail Mary, e.g.
 14 Convex molding
 15 Creole vegetable
 16 Bismarck’s first name
 17 Talk too much
 20 Miscalculator’s aid
 21 Requirement for e-commerce
 22 Bottom-of-the-barrel stuff
 25 Elaine in “Seinfeld”
 26 Start to shine?
 30 Leave in a hurry (with “out”)
 32 Maryland athlete
 35 Foot in a line
 41 Jarvik-7, e.g.
 43 Attacks
 44 Table
 45 Biology lab supply
 47 Urban blight
 48 Ledger entry
 53 Milky gems
 56 Spanish sherry
 58 Kind of apartment
 63 Growing produce for restaurants
 66 Car freshener scent

 67 In addition
 68 Show penitence
 69 Transport with runners
 70 Annoying person
 71 Noted code developer
DOWN
  1 After-bath wear
  2 Affirm
  3 Lady of Lisbon
  4 Cutlass, e.g.
  5 Beat (out)
  6 Boston’s DiMaggio
  7 President Eisenhower’s 

nickname
  8 Window-shop
  9 All there upstairs
 10 Western law assemblage
 11 Brought home takeout
 12 Affirm
 13 Dressing targets
 18 No. 4 of the Boston Bruins
 19 Recede gradually
 23 Of grand proportions
 24 Orangelike fruit
 26 Attempt, slangily
 27 “Catch!”

 28 Crumbs
 29 Major U.S. lake
 31 Carnival tune
 33 Astern
 34 Galileo’s birthplace
 36 “Bingo!”
 37 Army camp vittles
 38 Get-out-of-jail money
 39 Language of Lahore
 40 Kind of cell
 42 Distinctive atmosphere
 46 Certain search engine
 48 Deadens acoustically
 49 Electronic communication
 50 Carried, as by the wind
 51 Got on the nerves of
 52 Foot digit
 54 ’60s psychedelic
 55 Turkish-bath feature
 57 Big first for baby
 59 Biblical preposition
 60 Christian of fashion
 61 Places to crash
 62 “S”-shaped molding
 64 Beast of burden
 65 Abbr. after a name, sometimes

“NICE GUYS” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution

Coronavirus keeps German 
model trains chugging along

Gerhard Berndt’s model railway has been three decades in the making, but this year it’s really been full 
steam ahead for the 72-year-old Berliner. AFP

Model train enthusiast Gerhard Berndt explains details of his layout in his living room in Berlin. AFP



Toulon said on Saturday they were 
considering appealing the decision to 
award the Scarlets a 28-0 European 
Champions Cup victory, 24 hours after 

the French club pulled out of the fix-
ture due to coronavirus concerns.

on Friday, less than two hours 
before kick-off, the three-time win-

ners refused to play the match at Parc 
y Scarlets after claiming Covid-19 
“sanitary conditions were not met”.

A member of the hosts’ squad tested 
positive for the virus after last Satur-
day’s trip to Bath and the player was 
put in self-isolation.

He was not picked for the meeting 
with Patrice Collazo’s away side.

“EPCR [European Professional Club 
Rugby] didn’t arbitrate, during the week 
before the match, the health situation 
connected to the meeting with the two 
clubs and only did so some hours before 
the meeting,” Toulon said.

“It forced us into a harrowing deci-
sion. Toulon consider the decision 
taken by EPCR as irregular and are 
studying all possibilities of an appeal.”

The EPCR said the Top 14 side had 
refused the chance to play the match 
later in the weekend.

The victory takes the Welsh region 
up to fourth in Pool A and gives the 

French club a mountain to climb to 
reach the quarter-finals with just two 
group games to play.

Three other games had already been 
cancelled this weekend with lyon, la 
Rochelle and Toulouse awarded 28-0 
victories against Glasgow Warriors, Bath 
and holders Exeter Chiefs respectively.

Two matches in the second-tier 
European Challenge Cup were also 
called off as Agen and Cardiff Blues 
were handed wins over Treviso and 
Stade Francais for the same reason as 
the cancelled fixtures in the Champi-
ons Cup.

Elsewhere, Clermont suffered just 
their second home pool stage defeat 
in the competition since 2008 as Ire-
land back-rower CJ Stander claimed 
a late try in Munster’s 39-31 win.

The hosts led 28-9 after 25 minutes 
before full-back Mike Haley and 
replacement hooker Kevin o’Byrne 
put their names on the scoresheet for 

the two-time winners.
later, Argentina winger Santiago 

Cordero celebrated a two-year con-
tract extension with a hat-trick in 
Bordeaux-Begles’ 47-8 hammering 
over the Dragons.

Earlier, joint record four-time win-
ners leinster went top of Pool A by 
overcoming a much-changed north-
ampton Saints 35-19.

Gloucester’s 20-year-old substitute 
George Barton scored after four min-
utes of additional time to claim a 
38-34 success over ulster in the Cher-
ry and Whites’ first match since Dan-
ny Cipriani’s midweek departure.

on Sunday, last season’s runners-up 
Racing 92 head to Harlequins and Pat 
lam returns to Connacht with his 
Bristol Bears, who lifted the Challenge 
Cup in october.

on Friday, Wasps’ hooker turned no. 
8 Alfie Barbeary claimed a double as 
they edged Montpellier 33-14. afp

JoSH Hazlewood admits he was 
stunned by the way India col-
lapsed to a record low 36 in the 
Adelaide Test, but said it was the 
type of scenario Australia’s 
potent pace attack thrives on.

In an incredible slump, none 
of India’s batsmen made it to 
double figures as they were 
humiliatingly bundled out on 
Saturday for their worst score 
since first playing Test cricket 
in 1932.

The carnage, led by Hazle-
wood, ensured Australia won 
the opening clash of the four-
Test series by eight wickets in 
a massive confidence boost 
ahead of the second game in 
Melbourne.

“We were probably a bit more 
stunned when we came off from 
bowling,” said Hazlewood, who 
took 5-8 in one of the most dev-
astating and economical spells 
the game has seen.

“I know we were behind by [53] 
after the first innings, but there 
was a calmness amongst us.

“I can probably speak for the 
bowling group in saying that 
we thrive on those situations 
when we’re a little bit behind 
and it’s up to us to change the 
momentum of the game, and 
that’s what we did.”

The ruthlessness with which 
Hazlewood and Pat Cummins 
(4-21), supported by Mitchell 
Starc, exploited the bounce and 
deviation of the wicket only rein-
forced their reputation as one of 
cricket’s greatest attacks.

The writing was on the wall 
when Cummins accounted for 
nightwatchman Jasprit Bum-
rah in the second over of the 
day on Saturday, then removed 

Cheteshwar Pujara for a duck.
Hazlewood was then thrown 

the ball by skipper Tim Paine and 
sent Mayank Agarwal back to the 
pavilion on his first delivery.

“It gets you in a good frame of 
mind and pretty confident,” said 
Hazlewood, who took his 200th 
wicket during the match.

“I seemed to be bowling to a 
new batter, whether I was get-
ting the wicket or Cummo was, 
so that’s always nice as well to 
come up against someone fresh 
and facing their first delivery.”

Paine said he was “absolutely 
rapt” by how Australia bowled, 
but was less impressed with their 
batting after being dismissed for 
191 in the first innings with only 
the captain’s unbeaten 73 keep-
ing them in the hunt.

However, he pointed to 
opener Joe Burns finally find-
ing his touch with a deter-
mined 51 not out in the second 
innings as a big bonus.

“Burnsy is a really important 
part of our team and all cricket-
ers know how hard it is when 
you’re going through a run like 
that,” Paine said. “It will do his 
confidence the world of good.”

With fellow opener David 
Warner likely to be back from 
injury for Melbourne, India 
have some serious work in 
front of them.

The way they caved in to Hazle-
wood and Cummins was cruci-
fied by the Indian press and 
former players, with captain Virat 
Kohli’s imminent departure 
home for the birth of his first child 
only making matters worse.

Kl Rahul and Shubman Gill 
are among those in line to 
replace him. afp

Sport
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Messi equals Pele goal record 
but Barca lose more ground
l

IonEl Messi scored 
his 643rd goal for Bar-
celona on Saturday to 
equal Pele’s record of 

goals for a single club as the 
Spanish giants were held 2-2 
by Valencia.

Messi, 33, headed in from 
Jordi Alba’s cross after his 
first-half penalty was saved to 
equal the mark set by the Bra-
zilian great for Santos.

“These figures are impres-
sive, we will never have a player 
so effective at this club,” admit-
ted coach Ronald Koeman.

“That’s why he is the no1. 
What he’s done for this club, it 
is impressive.”

But Messi was eventually 
left frustrated on Saturday as 
a dogged Valencia forced a 
draw to leave Barcelona eight 
points behind leaders Atletico 
Madrid, who beat Elche 3-1 
earlier in the day.

“There were times tonight 
with good football, we had to-
tal control of the match, espe-
cially after leading 2-1 where 
we tried to get the third, but 
there were also times when 
we lost the ball in the danger 
zones,” added Koeman.

“What worries me is that 
sometimes the team doesn’t 
know what the game is about.

“We know we’re a team that 
always likes to attack and score 
goals, but there are also times 
when you have to defend and 
control the game.

‘Title not over’ 
“But the race for the title is 

not yet lost, we are far behind, 
but it’s a very complicated 
season for everyone. In two 
months, the situation may be 
totally different.”

Barcelona started slowly and 
went a goal behind to Mouc-
tar Diakhaby’s unchallenged 
header from a corner after half 
an hour.

Antoine Griezmann earned 
the penalty that led to Mes-
si’s record-equalling goal 
when the France attacker was 
nudged over by Jose Gaya.

Messi’s spot-kick was saved 
by Jaume Domenech but the 
ball rebounded and from Alba’s 

dinked cross, the Argentina 
forward headed the ball into 
the net to draw level with Pele.

Barcelona went ahead 
thanks to a superb scissor 
kick from uruguay’s Ronald 
Araujo.

But Valencia’s pressure was 
rewarded when Maxi Gomez 
got in front of Barca central 
defender oscar Mingueza to 
turn in a cross and equalise.

Philippe Coutinho drove a 
shot just wide with 12 minutes 
remaining and Messi curled a 
free-kick wide but Barcelona 
were forced to share the points.

luis Suarez scored twice 
from close range in a 3-1 vic-
tory for Atletico to move Diego 
Simeone’s side three points 
clear at the top.

In a tight first half at the 
Wanda Metropolitano, Atlet-
ico wasted a clear chance to 
take the lead when France for-
ward Thomas lemar drove the 

ball straight at Elche ‘keeper 
Edgar Badia as the defence 
opened up.

Suarez was far more clinical 
in the 41st minute as the uru-
guay forward got the slight-
est of touches to steer Kieran 
Trippier’s cross past Badia to 
take the lead.

The former Barcelona 
and liverpool attacker then 
stretched to poke the lively 
Yannick Carrasco’s pass into 
the net in the 58th minute.

lucas Boye’s powerful head-
er gave Elche hope in the sec-
ond half but substitute Diego 
Costa, who has not hidden his 
frustration at being relegated 
to the bench since Suarez’s ar-
rival, fired in a penalty with ten 
minutes remaining to wrap up 
the three points for Atletico.

“I’m very happy to be able 
to play again,” Costa told Mo-
vistar after the game.

“I have taken some hard 

blows but I always pick myself 
up again. It’s hasn’t been easy 
but I have enough strength to 
fight.”

Real Sociedad stay second 
but remain three points be-
hind after giving up a one-goal 
lead to lose 2-1 at levante.

Socieded, who have played 
three more games than Atlet-
ico, were ahead in the 22nd 
minute when Swedish interna-
tional Alexander Isak scored.

Roger levelled just six min-
utes later before Jorge de Fru-
tus grabbed the winner three 
minute from time.

Villarreal are fourth thanks 
to a 3-1 win over osasuna with 
Gerard Moreno scoring twice 
to take his season total to eight 
goals.

Champions Real Madrid 
play Eibar away on Sun-
day where a win would take 
them level with Atletico on 29 
points. afp 

Toulon study appeal after Scarlets given European win

Hazlewood stunned 
by India capitulation

Barcelona’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi (left) vies with Valencia’s Spanish midfielder Carlos Soler  
during the Spanish league football match at the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona on Saturday. afp

Scarlets players warm up on the pitch ahead of the European Rugby Champions Cup 
Pool A rugby union match at Parc y Scarlets in Llanelli, south west Wales on Friday. afp

Australia’s Josh Hazlewood (left) after taking five Indian wickets as India 
is dismissed for only 36 runs on the third day of the first cricket Test 
match between Australia and India played in Adelaide on Saturday. afp
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Seven-star Liverpool run riot 
as Arsenal defeated at everton
L

iverpooL sent a chilling warn-
ing to the rest of the premier 
League on december 19, smash-
ing seven goals past crystal pal-

ace as Arsenal’s crisis deepened with de-
feat at everton.

Jurgen Klopp’s champions – despite be-
ing dogged by injuries this season – are five 
points clear of neighbours everton after 
humiliating palace 7-0 at Selhurst park.

it is the first time the reds have won an 
away match in the english top flight by a 
margin of seven goals in their illustrious 
history. 

Arsenal, by contrast, are in deep trouble 
after carlo Ancelotti’s early-season pac-
esetters beat them 2-1 at Goodison park to 
climb to second in the table, while man-
chester city edged past Southampton 1-0.

Klopp’s men built on the momentum 
gained from their last-gasp win in the 
top-of-the-table clash with Tottenham 
in midweek.

roberto Firmino and mohamed Salah 
scored twice while Takumi minamino, 
Sadio mane and Jordan Henderson also 
found the net.

Klopp has repeatedly bemoaned the 
fixture scheduling that requires teams to 
play at Saturday lunchtime after Wednes-
day evening games, but his side suffered 
no hangover from their exertions against 
Spurs.

“The boys are capable of that. it will 
not happen every week but it can hap-
pen,” said the German.

“it just clicked today. After a really in-
tense period for the boys they should be 
really proud of how they came through 
that, results-wise.”

victory ensured Klopp’s side will be top 
of the league at christmas for a third suc-
cessive season and it is difficult to see how 
they are going to be stopped from winning 
a record-equalling 20th league title.

Salah had been given a rare rest from 
the start, but his Japanese replacement 
minamino opened the scoring in the 
third minute when he was teed up by 
mane for his first premier League goal.

mane ended his longest goal drought 
as a Liverpool player – nine games – with 
an excellent turn and low finish from 
Firmino’s pass.

Firmino scored twice, either side of a 
goal from captain Jordan Henderson.

Substitute Salah moved to the top of the 
premier League goalscoring charts with 
13 goals in as many games with a late 
double, including a spectacular second.

Arsenal, without injured forward pierre-
emerick Aubameyang, show no sign of 
turning the corner after another painful 
defeat – their eighth of a wretched season. 

mikel Arteta’s team are in 15th place 
in the premier League, already 17 points 

behind Liverpool, but just four points 
clear of the relegation zone.

everton took the lead in the 22nd min-
ute via a rob Holding own goal before 
Nicolas pepe sent Jordan pickford the 
wrong way from the penalty spot for a 
35th-minute equaliser.

but the home side were back in front on 
the stroke of half-time when Yerry mina 
headed home a Gylfi Sigurdsson corner.

Arsenal, who won the FA cup in August, 
have made their worst start to a top-flight 
season since 1974-1975 and face a bleak 
New Year unless they can find a spark of 
inspiration from somewhere.

“We reacted really well,” Arteta told Sky 
Sports. “We dominated the game. We cre-
ated enough chances at least to not lose. 
We hit the bar. We don’t have the luck.”

“The boys are absolutely still fighting,” 
he added. “They’re hurt right now.” AFP

decathlon world record 
holder mayer books 
early olympics ticket
decATHLoN world record 
holder Kevin mayer booked his 
ticket for the Tokyo olympics 
in a specially-arranged event 
on the indian ocean island of 
La reunion on december 19.

mayer, the French 2017 world 
champion, scored 8552 points, 
easily above the 8350 points set 
as the qualification standard by 
World Athletics.

The 28-year-old produced a 
personal best of 13.54sec in the 
110m hurdles to set up a solid 
performance.

The only nervous moment 
came on december 18 when 
mayer fouled his first attempt 
in the long jump before achiev-
ing a cautious 7.40m with his 
second jump.

“i’m relieved. it takes off a lot 
of pressure and a burden has 
been lifted,” he said after the 
competition in the French 
overseas territory.

mayer won the silver medal 
behind American Ashton eaton 
at the 2016 rio olympics. Ash-
ton has retired and will not be 
competing in Tokyo.

The Frenchman, whose 
world record stands at 9126 
points, had to drop out of the 
2019 world championships in 
doha due to injury.

even as mayer was securing 
his place at the Games, 20-year-
old Australian Ashley moloney 
marked himself out as a poten-
tial rival for the olympic title as 
he set an impressive first-day 
total of 4613 in the Queensland 
championships.

“i’ll burn him off,” mayer said 
with a smile. “A decathlon lasts 
two days but he’s unbelievable. 
He’s light years ahead of me at 
that age, and even now.

“i like the challenge from these 
young guys but i’m going to try 
to hold onto my territory.” AFP

Lewandowski double fires bayern top with Leverkusen win
NeWLY-crowned FiFA world 
player of the year robert 
Lewandowski scored a double, 
including a dramatic injury-
time winner, as bayern munich 
beat bayer Leverkusen 2-1 on 

december 19 to usurp their 
opponents at the top of the 
bundesliga.

Lewandowski, who beat cris-
tiano ronaldo and Lionel mes-
si to the individual award on 

december 17, scored in the 
93rd minute to put the reigning 
champions two points clear 
heading into the winter break.

“What a year we have had, i 
hope we will continue to play 

like this in the New Year,” 
Lewandowski told Sky.

“it’s always nice to score a 
goal in the last few seconds, 
especially to get an important 
victory.

“This shows that we always 
want to win games like these.”

Lewandowski has 20 goals in 
18 games this season in all 
competitions, having also 
headed bayern level just before 
the break after patrik Schick 
gave Leverkusen an early 
lead. 

Second-placed Leverkusen 
are level on 28 points with rb 
Leipzig, who sit third after a 
goalless draw at home with 
cologne.

bayern are the first bundes-
liga team to beat Leverkusen 
this term, having also ended 
Wolfsburg’s unbeaten league 
run this season in midweek.

For the seventh bundesliga 
game in a row, bayern conced-
ed the opening goal when 
Leverkusen exposed the euro-
pean champions’ trend of weak 
defending at set-pieces.

Schick smashed his shot past 
bayern goalkeeper manuel 
Neuer, voted goalkeeper of the 
year on december 17, from a 

corner to give the hosts a 14th-
minute lead.

Schick had the ball in the 
bayern net again on 28 min-
utes, but the goal was ruled out 
for offside.

bayern equalised with their 
first clear chance in the 43rd 
minute after Leverkusen 
defender edmond Tapsoba 
lost possession.

The ball was worked to Tho-
mas mueller, whose cross flew 
over the defence to Lewand-
owksi who headed home 
unmarked at the far post.

bayern’s england Under-21 
midfielder Jamal musiala hit 
the post midway through the 
second half before Lewand-
owski struck.

A ball flicked on by Joshua 
Kimmich, making his first 
appearance after a knee injury, 
put Lewandowski in behind to 
fire home.

borussia moenchenglad-
bach forward marcus Thuram 
apologised after being sent off 
for spitting in an opponent’s 
face during a 2-1 home defeat 
by Hoffenheim.

The France forward was 
shown a straight red card with 
11 minutes left after vAr spot-

ted Thuram spitting at Hoffen-
heim defender Stefan posch.

The incident happened just 
after Andrej Kramaric had 
equalised for the away side at 
borussia park.

“Something took place today 
that is out of my character and 
must never happen again,” 
Thuram later wrote on Twit-
ter.

“i apologise to everyone – 
my opponents, teammates 
and family. of course, i accept 
all the consequences of my 
actions.”

Nine minutes after Thuram’s 
dismissal, Tottenham loanee 
ryan Sessegnon put Hoffen-
heim ahead when he tapped 
in a cross unmarked at the far 
post.

Gladbach, who face man-
chester city in the last 16 of the 
champions League in Febru-
ary, had gone in front when 
captain Lars Stindl converted 
a first-half penalty.

Having made his France 
debut in November, this was 
the first time Thuram – the son 
of 1998 World cup winner Lil-
ian Thuram – had been sent off 
for Gladbach in his two sea-
sons in Germany. AFP

Crystal Palace’s English defender Gary Cahill (left) vies with Liverpool’s Senegalese striker 
Sadio Mane during a football match at Selhurst Park in south London on Saturday. POOL/AFP

Mayer, the French 2017 world champion, scored 8552 points, easily above 
the 8350 points set as the qualification standard by World Athletics. AFP

Bayern Munich’s Polish forward Robert Lewandowski (right) shoots to score the 1-2 during the German first 
division Bundesliga football match Bayer Leverkusen v FC Bayern Munich in Leverkusen on Saturday. POOL/AFP
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