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Mom Kunthear

O
N December 17, several 
government ministries 
called an emergency meet-
ing with major aid organi-

sations and partner nations about a 
procurement plan for covid-19 vac-
cines and plans for implementing a 
vaccination programme. 

Government representatives partici-
pating in the video-conference includ-
ed minister of Health mam bun Heng 
and ministry of economy and Finance 

secretary of state Vongsey Vissoth. 
Partner organisations included 

UNIceF cambodia, the Asian De-
velopment bank, the World bank; 
the World Health Organisation, the 
Global Fund, the european Parlia-
ment in cambodia, the GAVI Alliance 
and cOVAX Facility, as well as the 
Australian, chinese, Japanese, rus-
sian, british, South Korean, US and 
French embassies in cambodia.  

Vissoth said the meeting’s aim was 
to consult with development partners 
in a comprehensive manner to formu-

late strategic plans for vaccinating the 
cambodian population with a safe, 
high quality and effective vaccine.

“The government will buy a vac-
cine that is recognised by the World 
Health Organisation, whether that’s 
through cOVAX Facility, via direct 
purchase from pharmaceutical com-
panies or through bilateral diplomat-
ic channels,” he said.

He stated that cambodia had the 
goal of vaccinating 10 million peo-
ple against covid-19. The cOVAX 
Facility would provide vaccines for 

three to four million people. 
The government would assume the 

responsibility for vaccinating the re-
maining six to seven million people 
by seeking aid from other develop-
ment partners. 

ministry of Health spokeswoman 
Or Vandine told The Post on Decem-
ber 17 that while many cambodians 
were hopeful about a vaccine, they 
need to remain patient while wait-
ing for its arrival and remember that 

Kingdom, development 
partners talk vaccination

GDT’s tax 
collection 
unfazed 
by covid

china’s first 
craft returns 
to earth with 
moon rocks

May Kunmakara

THe General Department of 
Taxation (GDT) rode out the 
challenges presented by the 
covid-19 pandemic and the 
downturn in the regional and 
global economies to reach 
nearly 95 per cent of its annu-
al revenue collection target as 
of December 16.

This represents $2.697 bil-
lion in tax revenue out of the 
$2.850 billion target set in the 
2020 National budget Law, 
GDT director-general Kong 
Vibol said in a live broadcast 
on December 17.   

“While we faced impact from 
covid-19 that has squeezed 
businesses, the revenue that 
we’ve collected is the result of 
sound business in 2019.

“The business owners who 
earned tidy sums in 2019 
declared them in their tax 
returns in 2020. And I’ve kept 
tabs on the trend in revenue 
each month – we are still doing 
well. This translates into high 
revenues for us this year.

“As one can see, despite the 
impact from covid-19 and an 
economic slowdown, we were 
still able to achieve 94.63 per 
cent of the goal for the year. 
I’m confident that we’ll meet 
the target by the end of the 
year,” Vibol said.

ministry of economy and 
Finance spokesman meas Sok-
sensan echoed Vibol’s com-
ments on the level of perform-
ance seen in tax revenue this 
year amid pandemic-marred 
economic incertitude.

He said: “There’s not much 
concern over tax collection 
revenue this year. As I’ve 
seen, revenue collection is 
far better than anticipated 
due to improvements in more 
sectors.”

GDT’s Vibol said the 2021 
Implementation Plan will 
downgrade the target to $2.271 
billion for 2021 due to the 
business performance slump 

AN UNmANNeD chinese 
spacecraft carrying rocks and 
soil from the moon returned 
safely to earth early on 
December 17, completing 
another chapter in china’s 
effort to become a space 
superpower.

The mission was the first in 
four decades to collect lunar 
samples, emulating the feats 
of the US and the Soviet Union 
from the 1960s and 1970s – 
and going a few steps further.

Scientists hope the samples 
will give insights into the 
moon’s origins and volcanic 
activity, though a more imme-
diate focus was on how the 
mission showcased china’s 
technological advances.

Harvard-Smithsonian cen-
tre for Astrophysics researcher 
Jonathan mcDowell said: “chi-
na has been preparing for this 
for a long time.

“This was very important to 
them – and is still risky, as the 
automatic rendezvous, docking 
and sample transfer in lunar 
orbit had never been done 
before, by anyone. It’s a sign of 
the maturity of the chinese

Helping hand
a sumatran orangutan accepts a banana before being repatriated from thailand to indonesia after having been smuggled into the kingdom, 
at suvarnabhumi airport in bangkok on thursday. AFP
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Niem Chheng

PRIME Minister Hun Sen sent 
a letter of congratulations to 
US President-elect Joe Biden, 
assuring him that the Cambo-
dian government will be fully 
committed to working with his 
administration to improve 
bilateral relations.

In his letter dated December 
15 and seen by The Post on 
December 17, Hun Sen said 
Biden’s vast experience in gov-
ernment and long record of 
wise leadership had proven to 
be the decisive factor in earn-
ing the trust and the votes of 
the American people. 

The prime minister said he 
firmly believed that under 
Biden’s presidency, the US 
will thrive and contribute to 
greater stability and prosper-
ity in the world. 

“The people and the govern-
ment of Cambodia have always 
attached great importance to 
strengthening and deepen-
ing the long-standing bond of 
friendship between our two 
countries, which we are in the 
midst of commemorating the 
70th Anniversary of this year. 

“Please rest assured that my 
government is fully commit-
ted to working with your ad-

ministration to raise our bi-
lateral relations up to greater 
heights,” Hun Sen wrote.

Koy Kuong, spokesperson at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and International Coopera-
tion, confirmed the authen-
ticity of the letter. 

Chad Roedemeier, spokes-
person for the US embassy 
in Phnom Penh, declined to 
comment and referred ques-
tions to Biden’s transition 
team in Washington.

Kin Phea, director of the 
Royal Academy of Cambodia’s 
International Relations Insti-
tute, said sending a letter of 

congratulations now was cor-
rect because the results of the 
US election were only recent-
ly made official with the votes 
cast by the Electoral College 
on December 14 confirming 
Biden had won 306 electoral 
votes to Trump’s 232. 

He said Cambodia was al-
ways ready to work with the 
US in order to further build 
a relationship based on trust 
and mutual respect. How 
successful those efforts are 
will depend on the honesty 
of the US under the new ad-
ministration and their com-
mitment to showing mutual 

respect for Cambodia. 
“For Cambodia, we want to 

see the relationship between 
the two countries strengthen 
and advance, based on mu-
tual interests and respect for 
sovereignty,” he said. 

Former opposition lawmaker 
Ou Chanrath said US foreign 
policy is usually softer when the 
president is from the Democrat-
ic Party and that many countries 
in Asia seemed to be expecting 
an increase in cooperation with 
the new US president given that 
he is from that party. 

“Cambodia is not that dif-
ferent from other countries 
in Asia.  I believe that the re-
lationship with the US will be 
better, but whether that will 
be beneficial for Cambodia, I 
cannot say. Generally, the US 
foreign policy doesn’t change 
that much whether the presi-
dent is from the Republican 
or Democratic Party. But in 
this case it will likely be soft-
er,” he said.

Political analyst Lao Mong 
Hay said that so long as Cam-
bodia is leaning towards Chi-
na and does not restore de-
mocracy and human rights, 
it is very doubtful that the 
relationship between the two 
countries would get better.

Orm Bunthoeurn

THE Ministry of Posts and 
Telecommunications urged 
the public to be on guard 
when using the popular mes-
saging app Telegram. 

In a December 16 notification, 
the ministry said hackers have 
been infecting people’s devices 
with viruses by impersonating 
prominent individuals such as 
politicians or celebrities. 

The hackers are creating false 
identities and using famous 
names in order to send people 
messages attached with docu-
ments, files, and images that 
are contaminated with virus 
programmes, which launch 
when the attached files are 
opened, tapped or selected.

Once the virus has been acti-
vated on a person’s device, the 
hacker can then gain full ac-
cess to the device’s entire con-
tents and administrator level 
control over its functions. 

This allows them to steal any 
data present on the device or that 
is accessible to the device but 
stored online. It also gives them 
the ability to remotely turn on 
the device’s cameras and micro-
phones for spying purposes.  

The notification said these 
attacks have been happening 
with increasing frequency. 

The ministry’s Cambodia 
Computer Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CamCERT) said 
that in order to avoid falling 
victim to this hack, all Tele-
gram users need to verify the 
identity of the account holder 
before opening any attached 
file and to carefully examine 
the accounts of anyone who 
sends them messages. When 
in doubt, delete the suspicious 
attached files without opening 
them and block the sender.

“Users have to be careful. 
If you have doubts or if they 
have never messaged you be-
fore, ask them for verification 
by calling them on the phone 
or through some other meth-
od of communication in or-
der to confirm that it was re-
ally someone you know who 

messaged you,” he said.
 The CamCERT said Telegram 

users can change their in-app 
settings to make the app safer 
to use, particularly those listed 
under Privacy & Security. 

Hackers will also some-
times claim to be technicians 
or customer service agents 
or app developers in order to 
lower users’ guard. Some use 
provocative or pornographic 
material such as videos or im-
ages in order to get people to 
open those files, consequent-
ly infecting their device with a 
virus at the same time.

Attacks of this nature have long 
been a hazard associated with 
email attachments like PDF files, 
but in recent years similar hacks 
have been engineered to take 
over mobile devices specifically 
and hackers have deployed them 
on all of the major messaging 
platforms with varying degrees 
of success at this point, including 
WhatsApp, Viber, WeChat, Mes-
senger and a host of others.   

The Ministry of Interior’s 
Anti-Cybercrime Department 
director Chea Pov has as-
signed officials to search for 
and identify any offenders in 
Cambodia using these hacks 
so that they may be brought to 
justice. He said that in the past 
there had been a few cases in 
Cambodia, but not many. 

“These crimes frequently 
happened in other countries, 
but in Cambodia apps like 
Telegram had never been that 
popular until recently. Over 
the last two months, the num-
ber of incidents has greatly 
increased here,” he said.

Pov added that the department 
is now tracking these cases more 
closely. He urged the public to be 
careful in how they use technolo-
gy and learn how to defend their 
devices from hackers to avoid be-
ing scammed or cheated. 

“Please don’t click on random 
links or doubtful documents in 
your email inbox or on social 
networks or apps such as Tele-
gram. Take precautions to avoid 
uploading or installing contam-
inated documents or files. 
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Post ministry: Use 
Telegram with care

Voun Dara

T
HE UN Development 
Programme (UNDP) 
issued its Human De-
velopment Report 2020 

on December 16, suggesting 
that Cambodia could become a 
model country to demonstrate 
a sustainable balance between 
the parallel processes of devel-
opment and conservation.

The 400-page report de-
scribed most countries as 
currently reaching a criti-
cal tipping point where they 
must redesign their pathways 
to progress in order to ease 
the dangerous pressures hu-
mans put on the planet. 

“Cambodia could be an ex-
ample of how human develop-
ment can go hand in hand with 
environmental sustainabil-
ity. With new technologies, pro-
moting investment in the green 
economy, including expansion 
of environment-related infra-
structure such as renewable 
energy, green transportation, 
climate-smart agriculture and 
community forest expansion – 
all of these offer opportunities 
for Cambodia to achieve higher 
levels of human development 
with inclusive and sustainable 
economic growth,” said Nick 
Beresford, UNDP Cambodia 
resident representative.

The UNDP presented exper-
imental new metrics for calcu-
lating human progress which 
take into account a countrys 
carbon dioxide emissions 
and materials-consumption 
footprints, in addition to mea-
surements of health, educa-
tion and standards of living. 

By adjusting the Human 
Development Index (HDI) to 
reflect humanity’s impact on 

the environment, the report 
shows how the global devel-
opment landscape changes 
when both the well being 
of both the people and the 
planet are central to defining 
humanity’s progress.

Under the resulting Plane-
tary-Pressures Adjusted HDI 
– or PHDI – more than 50 
countries dropped out of the 
‘very high human develop-
ment’ group, reflecting their 
dependence on fossil fuels 
and large material footprints.

UNDP administrator Achim 
Steiner said: “As this report 
shows, no country in the world 
has yet achieved very high hu-
man development without 
putting immense strain on the 
planet. But we could be the 
first generation to right this 
wrong. That is the next fron-
tier for human development.”

Despite the inclusion of the 

new data, Cambodia moved 
upwards in the PHDI rank-
ing and now needs to build 
on this momentum, accord-
ing to the UNDP. Nature-
based human development 
offers the nation an oppor-
tunity to make great strides 
in progress with innovation, 
efficiency and equity, it said.

Ministry of Environment 
spokesman Neth Pheaktra said 
on December 17 that human 
development was previously 
measured using only econom-
ic, health and education indica-
tors, but now Cambodia is inte-
grating environmental impact 
into its strategies and statistics.

“Although this work needs 
to be discussed further by the 
relevant ministries and institu-
tions, we understand that these 
two additional criteria are very 
important for a comprehensive 
view of our progress,” he said.

Managing environmental 
impact, especially by reduc-
ing emissions, is a pillar of 
the government’s Rectangular 
Strategy Phase IV focusing on 
growth, employment, equity 
and efficiency, Pheaktra said. 

The government and private 
sector have made efforts to 
develop natural resource man-
agement and environmen-
tal protection through mea-
sures such as participation in 
REDD+, an international strat-
egy for reducing emissions 
from deforestation and forest 
degradation in developing 
countries, and new provisions 
for waste management, taxa-
tion and investment laws.

“The government is com-
mitted to promoting the 
use of renewable energy [25 
per cent target by 2030] and 
achieving carbon neutral-
ity,” Pheaktra said.

Hun Sen congratulates US’ Biden

US President-elect Joe Biden (left) and Prime minister Hun Sen. HENG 
CHIvoaN

Managing environmental impact is a pillar of the government development stategy. forEstry admINIstratIoN

UNDP: Kingdom’s development 
balances growth, conservation
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Kim Sarom

THe Interior ministry’s Anti-
drug department officers are 
questioning three individuals 
from banteay meanchey 
province in connection with 
the trafficking of about eight 
kg of drugs following their 
arrest on december 15 in 
Kbal Spean I village, Poipet 
town, banteay meanchey.

Anti-drug department dep-
uty director Yin Panharith said 
on december 17 that the sus-
pects involved in the drug traf-
ficking were a 45-year-old wom-
an and two men aged 16 and 40. 
They lived in the village where 
the raid and arrest took place.

He said that as of december 
17 the authorities had not yet 
taken a complete inventory of 
the drugs seized and were still 
questioning the suspects. 

“The suspects and evidence 
only arrived in Phnom Penh on 
december 16. We haven’t fin-
ished our questioning yet. The 
total weight of the drugs is about 
seven to eight kg,” he said.

According to Panharith, this 
group of drug traffickers was 
linked to a previous case 
involving 50 kg of drugs that 
had been seized in November. 

This operation had been car-
ried out under his authority in 
coordination with the banteay 
meanchey provincial authori-

ties by pretending to be cus-
tomers and ordering the drugs, 
which were then imported 
from Thailand via the O’Smach 
and Poipet corridors.

“When the order arrived, 
we seized the drugs and then 
continued searching for any 
other people involved and 
any additional drugs. These 
suspects always distribute 
their drugs in Poipet town 
and Phnom Penh,” he said.

Panharith said police had 
confiscated one pistol along 
with methamphetamines, 
ecstasy, ketamine and heroin. 
The exact weights for each sub-
stance hadn’t been determined 
yet, but he estimated that it was 
about seven or eight kg total.

banteay meanchey Provin-
cial Police chief Sithi Loh said 
that the raids were carried out 
at two target locations. 

At the first location the author-
ities arrested two suspects who 
were staying in a rented room 
in Kbal Spean I village and con-
fiscated two suitcases. 

They then proceeded to search 
the second target location, arrest-
ing another suspect who lived in 
a rented room in Palilei I Village, 
Poipet town. They seized a metal 
case and a pistol.

After the operation, the sus-
pects and contraband were 
handed over to the Anti-drug 
department to proceed with 
filing criminal charges for 
prosecution, he added.

discussions ongoing to open Thai border
Long Kimmarita

c
AmbOdIA and Thai-
land have agreed on 
three points of an 
agenda related to 

opening additional border 
crossings and allowing cam-
bodian workers to return to 
work in Thailand. A specific 
date for opening is to be de-
termined pending further 
medical studies to prevent 
the spread of covid-19.

Announcement of the prog-
ress came after a meeting on 
december 17 between cam-
bodian and Thai leaders, held 
at the request of Thailand’s Sa 
Kaeo provincial administra-
tion. The meeting took place 
at the ban Khao din-Phnom 
dey international border 
checkpoint between Sa Kaeo’s 
Khlong Hat district and bat-
tambang province’s Sampov 
Loun district. 

banteay meanchey provincial 
deputy governor Ngor meng 
chruon, who also attended the 
meeting, told The Post on de-
cember 17 that cambodian and 
Thai authorities had tentatively 
agreed to allow cambodian 
agricultural sector workers to 
enter Thailand in the morning 
to go to work and then return in 
the evening.

He added that the two sides 
also agreed to allow cambo-
dian traders to do business 
at rong Kluea market in Sa 
Kaeo’s Aranyaprathet dis-
trict. both sides also agreed 
to a temporary re-opening of 
the Stung bot-ban Nong Ian 
international border check-

point as another shipping 
lane to reduce congestion at 
the Poipet-ban Khlong Luek 
checkpoint.

“As a result, we have agreed 
on one step, and now we need 
to continue to discuss details 
of the medical prevention and 
control measures between 
the two sides when crossing – 
and then the specific date of 
the opening,” he said.

According to meng chruon, 
authorities from both coun-
tries have agreed to meet 
again, by late december or 
early January, and both sides 
will also continue discussions 
by phone. Implementing the 
three agreements as soon as 
possible will benefit the peo-
ple of both countries, he said.

“We will utilise all means at 
our disposal to reach an agree-

ment between the provinces 
[of both countries] so that our 
compatriots may go to work in 
Thai territory as well as follow 
the sanitary and self-quaran-
tine measures of the ministry of 
Health,” meng chruon added. 

He noted that the border 
had been closed by Thai 
authorities, and opening 
it would make conducting 
business easier for the cam-

bodian people.
battambang provincial gov-

ernor Nguon rattanak told 
The Post on december 17 
that some cambodians had 
recently been crossing the 
border secretly through small 
corridors in order to work in 
Thailand. They crossed in the 
morning and returned in the 
evening, despite official clo-
sure of the border.

because of this, he said it is 
in the interests of both sides 
to formalise border-crossing 
arrangements: people cross-
ing illegally without proper 
controls increase risks of 
transmitting covid-19. 

The Thai side is continuing 
to hold internal discussions 
regarding health care mea-
sures and logistics for accept-
ing workers from cambodia, 
rattanak said. 

din Puthy, president of the 
cambodia Informal econo-
my reinforced Association, 
praised both sides for agreeing 
to allow cambodians to cross 
the border for work and busi-
ness. He hopes a decision to 
set a specific opening date will 
happen soon, as any delays 
will cause further hardships 
for the people who depend on 
doing business at the border.

“If it continues to be closed 
for a long time, the livelihoods 
of people living along the bor-
der will be even more difficult. 
Immediately after the gates 
closed, our lives became more 
and more difficult, and the poor 
became poorer and poorer with 
almost nothing to eat. People of 
modest means are gradually 
falling into debt,” he said.

The Thai government an-
nounced the closure of its 
border with cambodia in 
march. After a series of ne-
gotiations, the two countries 
agreed to resume bilateral 
trade at a number of border 
checkpoints, although Thai-
land remains under a state 
of emergency to prevent the 
spread of covid-19.

Lawyers sought for youths
Voun Dara

bAr Association of the Kingdom 
of cambodia (bAKc) president 
Ly chantola said the bAKc is col-
laborating with the UN chil-
dren’s Fund (UNIceF) to provide 
legal assistance to both juvenile 
victims and defendants at court 
hearings across the country.

The decision to provide legal 
representation came on 
december 16 when chantola 
and UNIceF child Protection 
Officer Lim Vanna concluded 
their discussion on working 
together to help children in 
need of legal assistance. 

Tola told The Post on decem-
ber 17 that the bAKc has 
worked with UNIceF on child 
issues and this latest discussion 
aimed to create a new mecha-
nism for further collaboration. 

“The bAKc also wishes to 
protect child victims. In general, 
we strengthen the ability of law-
yers in carrying out their work 
with child offenders. So, what 
we had [agreed in our] discussion 
is to assist both the child vic-
tims and offenders,” Tola said. 

He said the bAKc would train 
lawyers in additional knowl-
edge on juvenile justice to 
equip them with the required 
skills to represent children as 
defence lawyers in court. 

“In cooperation with UNIceF, 
we will train lawyers on how to 
defend a child offender in 
court. We will also deploy law-
yers with this skill to courts 
across the country,” he said.

chantola said cambodia’s 
juvenile justice law has some 
unique specifications on edu-
cational and correctional meas-

ures for child offenders. Fur-
thermore, to defend children in 
court, lawyers should have 
additional skills in areas such as 
child psychology.

UNIceF will provide funding 
to bAKc to enable lawyers to 
perform defence work for the 
children. In legal principle, all 
children accused of committing 
a criminal offence must have a 
defence lawyer, he said.

“When an offence involves a 
juvenile, the bAKc will report 
it to UNIceF so we can give the 
children support throughout 
the legal procedures,” he said.  

chantola said that this year, the 
bAKc had deployed lawyers to 
represent impoverished defend-
ants in 6,914 cases in courts 
across the country. This repre-
sents an increase of 3,036 cases 
over the 3,878 cases last year.

Three held in b meanchey for 
trafficking drugs from Thailand

The Poipet international border checkpoint in Banteay Meanchey province. HONG MENEA

Cambodian Bar officials meet with a UNICEF Child Protection officer on Wednesday. BAKC

Police and suspects stand beside seized evidence on Tuesday. pOliCE
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the vaccine is only one part 
of a solution for stopping the 
pandemic. Until they are vac-
cinated people must continue 
to follow recommended health 
measures consistently.

“We must wait patiently for 
the vaccine shots, and we can’t 
completely depend on them. 
We need to depend on our-
selves for protection by taking 
the right precautions. Every 
individual has to remember 
that no one needs to become 
a victim of Covid-19 as long as 

we each continue to carry out 
the hygienic measures that 
are most effective at prevent-
ing infection,” she said.

Vandine also called for unity 
of purpose among the Cam-
bodian people in order to 
prevent Covid-19 from infect-
ing communities on a large 
scale. The chain of infection 
from person to person must 
be severed, she said.

On December 17 the health 
ministry also announced 
that five people who had 
been infected during the 
November 28 community 

transmission incident had 
now recovered and were dis-
charged from the Khmer-So-
viet Friendship Hospital.

The recovered patients 
include a 64 year-old Cam-
bodian woman from Cham-
karmon district’s Tuol Tom-
poung I commune who is 
the mother-in-law of Chhem 
Savuth, director-general of 
the General Department of 
Prisons, as well as a 25 year-
old Cambodian woman liv-
ing in Chbar Ampov district’s 
Niroth commune who is the 
sister of Savuth’s driver – and 

her seven month-old infant.
A 23 year-old Cambodian 

man living in Chbar Ampov 
district employed by the Bank 
of China and another 23 year-
old Cambodian man from 
Sen Sok district employed by 
the footwear retailer Pedro 
have also both recovered.

Forty-one people were con-
firmed infected in connection 
with the November 28 commu-
nity transmission, and as of De-
cember 17, 13 had recovered. 
In total, 38 Covid-19 patients in 
Cambodia remain hospitalised 
and receiving treatment.
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Long Kimmarita

THE ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries is in-
vestigating whether a tycoon 
has the right to occupy more 
than 400ha of flooded man-
grove forest in the Chrolong 
community area in Teuk 
La’ak commune in Preah Si-
hanouk province’s Prey Nop 
district. 

The investigation follows a 
series of local media reports 
alleging that tycoon Hann Kh-
ieng, who holds the honorific 
oknha title, received 28 land 
titles for the more than 400ha 
even after the government 
reclassified it as state-owned 
private land to be allocated 
for 26 families in 2017.

Ouch Vutha, director of the 
Fisheries Department under 
the agriculture ministry, told 

The Post on December 15 the 
ministry had set up a working 
group to gather documents 
related to the tycoon’s occu-
pation of the flooded man-
grove forest. 

“First, I will check the titles 
to see if they are related to 
that location and determine 
whether they affect the man-
grove forest. I will also check 
whether they affect the com-
munity. So it is too early for me 
to comment further on it until 
the documents are collected 
and checked first,” he said.

A government sub-decree 
issued in 2017 announced the 
deduction of 423.1661ha in 
Prey Nop district from the pro-
tected forestland established 
in 2002 and the reclassification 
of it as state-owned private 
land, the ownership of which 
was to be granted to 26 fami-

lies after its division and the 
assignment of plot numbers.

The same sub-decree does 
not specify who the 26 fami-
lies are or whether it was 
ever divided into plots. The 
only other detail mentioned 
in the sub-decree is that an-
other 4.8626ha located in 
this area was to be kept as 
state-owned public land.

Oknha Khieng, who stands 
accused of unlawfully ac-
quiring the more than 400ha, 
could not be reached for 
comment. 

The Post could not reach 
provincial Department of 
Land management director 
Cheng Srong for comment.

Provincial hall spokesman 
Kheang Phearum confirmed 
to The Post on December 15 
that a sub-decree had been 
issued to grant the more than 

400ha to the 26 families. But he 
was not certain whether Oknha 
Khieng had obtained posses-
sion of the land legally, saying 
it was possible that he pur-
chased it from the 26 families.

Phearum said the provin-
cial administration’s working 

group will also collect relevant 
documents to examine and 
investigate the allegations.

“We see the sub-decree es-
tablishing private ownership 
for 26 families, but it’s pos-
sible that the Oknha bought 
the land from them later. 

However, he hasn’t provided 
any information about this to 
the provincial administration 
and normally we would ex-
pect someone in his position 
to do so to avoid accusations 
like this, so we will investi-
gate,” he said.

ministry looks into tycoon’s 
right to 400ha of mangroves

Writing contest set for 2021 Canada called to chip 
in for demining work

Long Kimmarita

T
HE ministry of Culture and 
Fine Arts has announced it 
will hold the Indradevi Literary 
Competition for 2021, selecting 

winning compositions among short 
stories, novellas and poems for publi-
cation later next year. 

In a description issued on December 15, 
the ministry said the contest seeks to pre-
serve cultural values and promote national 
literature. Submissions will be accepted un-
til June 30 of next year and five contest win-
ners will receive cash and prizes.

Writers who want to enter the contest 
are welcome to select topics express-
ing morality and virtue. Compositions 
should use artistic styles which demon-
strate the values of cultural sophistica-
tion, education and national identity.

Kok ros, director of the ministry’s De-
partment of Books and reading, told The 
Post that the contest was initiated 20 years 
ago as a means of highlighting culturally 
relevant short stories and poems and to 
provide opportunities for displaying peo-
ple’s writing accomplishments in a public 
forum. It also encourages a new genera-
tion of youths to appreciate writing and 
reading. 

“Literacy is a part of our national cul-
ture. By encouraging the growth of liter-
acy we facilitate the development of writ-
ers and the production of more books. In 
turn, having more books of good qual-
ity encourages more people to read and 
write. In this spirit, we announce our new 
writing contest and look for talented, ac-
complished people to join it,” he said. 

ros anticipated that the number of par-
ticipants would increase past the 160 writ-
ers who had joined the previous contest. 
The ministry plans to publish and freely 
distribute winning contributions each year. 

“We will compile winners’ composi-
tions into a pamphlet for public circu-
lation for all who like to read and write 
books. From last year’s contest we have 
selected to publish five poems and five 
stories to publish. This publication is 
nearly complete – maybe by the end of 
this year,” he said.

Lim Phana, the first-place winner of the 
Indradevi trophy in 2019, told The Post that 
applicants should take care to avoid typo-

graphical mistakes, especially in spelling. 
She advised using a dictionary and proof-
reading printed copies after finishing each 
draft of a poem or novel.

“All candidates must pay attention to 
detail and abide by contest guidelines 
for length, fonts and format. They must 
consider the principles of the contest. 
Despite the freedom to choose topics 
they must ensure that their submission 
complies with thematic guidelines de-
termined by the ministry,” she said.

Phana said she wanted to see the contest 
held every year in order to encourage writ-
ers and to promote literacy in general so 
that they continue to develop their craft.

Nov Sivutha

CAmBODIA has requested that 
Canada consider supporting a 
research project and review the 
current status of minefields as 
related to land use across the 
country to reduce the cost and 
time for demining.

Cambodian mine Action 
and Victim Assistance Au-
thority (CmAA) first vice-
president Ly Thuch told The 
Post on December 16 that 
since 1999 the Canadian gov-
ernment has played a crucial 
role and provided more than 
$17 million to support demi-
ning activities in Cambodia.

Through this budget, Can-
ada has supported minefield 
research across the country. 
Compiling new data for map-
ping will make it easier to locate 
mines in the country, because, 
without an updated map, it 
will be a very challenging job to 
clear landmines in Cambodia.

“Over the past two decades, 
the real statuses of [some] 
minefields have changed, so 
we have to update the data. 
That will make it easier for op-
erators to set goals and budgets 
for demining efforts,” he said.

“We want to ask [Canada] to 
help support new data collec-
tion because the data we have 
in use is old. We have to in-
spect the locations for sure to 
see how many mine-contam-
inated plantations remain.

“Once we have gathered the 
latest data on landmines, and 
determined which areas have 
been cleared of mines, we would 
not need to conduct demining 
operations there because we 
can guarantee safety for citizens 
who use the land,” he said.

Thuch said Canada would 
consider supporting the proj-
ect because it has identified 
Cambodia as a country that 
needs demining assistance. 

“Currently, Cambodia has 
cleared landmines from an 
area of 2,100sq km, but there 
is still another 2,000sq km of 
uncleared landmines. To date, 
Cambodians who were killed by 
mines numbered over 25,000 - 

placing Cambodia just behind 
Afghanistan [on the global 
landmine fatality list],” he said.

Cambodia Self-Help Demi-
ning training manager Chhun 
Bora said that through assis-
tance from abroad Cambodia 
has been conducting detec-
tion research to draft maps to 
determine landmine zones. 

He said that due to popula-
tion growth and the apprecia-
tion of land prices people have 
occupied plantations with 
mines. 

“Because the landmine risk 
has increased our demining 
operations are still ongoing. 
Nevertheless, demining is still 
a difficult matter,” he said.

Bora added that people are 
occupying land way faster 
than the demining rate, main-
ly because of the limited funds 
to demine the affected areas.  

Once Cambodia has re-
ceived aid from partners, it 
will survey lands to determine 
new minefield locations and 
remove former minefields 
from demining maps.

“If there is no danger on cer-
tain land, we would determine 
as such and remove it from our 
maps for demining,” he said.

In its Facebook post on De-
cember 16, the Canadian em-
bassy in Cambodia said that 
since 1994, the Canadian gov-
ernment has contributed ap-
proximately $50 million to de-
mining efforts in Cambodia. 

And between 1994 and 2000, 
more than 60 Canadian Armed 
Forces members worked with 
the Cambodian mine Action 
Centre (CmAC) to find and re-
move deadly land mines.

The Canadian government 
also contributed to the de-
mining initiative through the 
‘’Clearing for results” project, 
Agriculture Development in 
mine Affected Areas of Cambo-
dia (ADmAC) and the first com-
prehensive Cambodian Nation-
al Level One Survey (L1S), to 
collect and register information 
about mines/UXO-affected ar-
eas into the national database, 
and helping to prioritise and 
plan demining campaigns.

Lim Phana (centre) was the first-place winner of the Indradevi trophy in 2019. FACEBOOK

Local media reports allege that tycoon Hann Khieng received 28 land titles for the more than 400ha even after 
the government reclassified it as state-owned private land to be allocated for 26 families in 2017. FRESH NEWS

Five linked to Nov 28 community event recover



Soth Koemsoeun

IBIS Rice Conservation Co Ltd 
(IBIS Rice) has signed a financ-
ing agreement with South Kore-
an-owned Phnom Penh Com-
mercial Bank Plc (PPCBank) to 
support 1,500 smallholder 
farmers to grow organic wild-
life-friendly jasmine rice, which 
will help protect endangered 
species while also earning a pre-
mium price for the farmers.

IBIS Rice CEO Nick Spencer 
said on December 16 that his 
firm currently works with the 
1,500 farmers and pays them a 
premium of 50 per cent above 
market price for organic jas-
mine rice to encourage their 
use of wildlife-friendly practic-
es. He did not specify how much 
of that money would go to sup-
port the 1,500 smallholder fam-
ers living in seven wildlife con-
servation areas of Stung Treng 
and Mondulkiri provinces.

In order to participate in the 
project, farmers have to com-
mit to not allowing any logging 
or hunting on their land and 
to prohibit the use of chemi-
cals, thereby protecting the 
environment and wildlife. 

IBIS Rice was founded by the 
US-based Wildlife Conserva-
tion Society (WCS) and is 
named after the Giant Ibis, 
Cambodia’s national bird.

“We have recruited and 
trained more farmers, so we 
need additional capital financ-
ing to buy more rice from those 
farmers. We make very strong 
commitments to our farmers by 
buying all of the [rice] they can 
produce that meets our compli-
ance standards,” Spencer said.

According to Spencer, the rice 
is certified wildlife-friendly and 
organic, meeting the standards 
set by the EU and US Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA). 
This allows it to be sold globally 
in high-end markets, including 
Europe and Canada. The project 
has significantly improved the 
farmer’s livelihoods while reduc-
ing deforestation by 75 per cent 
in the areas where these farmers 
live and cultivate rice. 

In a joint press release on 
December 16, PPCBank senior 
vice-president Nhak Kimsroy said 
the bank appreciated the benefits 
that the IBIS Rice project pro-
vided to both smallholder farm-
ers and wildlife conservation 
efforts in Cambodia in addition 
to it being worthy of financing as 
a sound business opportunity.  

“We could see from the cer-

tifications that IBIS Rice holds, 
and the strong commitments 
its international buyers make, 
that this was a strong propos-
al. This agreement marks the 
beginning of long partnership, 
and we look forward to the 
company’s growth,” he said.

Robb Menzi, chief operating 
officer of WCS Cambodia and 
chairman of IBIS Rice, said in 
the joint press release that 
WCS Cambodia originally 
developed the IBIS Rice project 
as a conservation tool with the 
support of Cambodian gov-
ernment in 2009. 

The objective was to incen-
tivise local communities to 

engage in conservation through 
the purchase of organic jas-
mine rice at a premium from 
farmers who commit to protect 
the forest and stop hunting. 

The project has improved 
local livelihoods while address-
ing the threat to some of Cam-
bodia’s critically endangered 
species, including Giant Ibis.

“WCS has supported IBIS 
Rice through its development 
and start-up phase – it is a 
shining example of how an 
enterprise model can create 
great products for consumers 
and deliver real conservation 
and human wellbeing out-
comes,” he said.

In a press release, Christy 
Owen, head of the US Agency 
for International Development 
(USAID) Green Invest Asia, said 
the IBIS Rice partnership with 
PPCBank was a great example 
of the work that USAID Green 
Invest Asia accomplished, link-
ing up commercial financing 
with projects that produce 
proven carbon savings and 
positive social impact.

“We congratulate the two 
sides for this meaningful part-
nership that will benefit an 
entire supply chain while help-
ing to preserve the habitat of 
some of the rarest species in 
Cambodia,” she said.

National 
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Big changes
coming for
P Sihanouk 
rehab centre
Nov Sivutha

THE Preah Sihanouk Provin-
cial Administration plans to 
move the drug treatment and 
rehabilitation centre from the 
provincial Military Police 
headquarters to a new loca-
tion as the Ministry of Social 
Affairs, Veterans and Youth 
Rehabilitation is preparing the 
centre for a transition to pro-
vincial management. 

Social affairs department 
director Sam Sarphea told The 
Post on December 17 that the 
provincial administration had 
held a meeting with his depart-
ment to create a working group 
and establish the procedures 
for the transition. 

“For the upcoming year, the 
ministry will transfer this cen-
tre to the Preah Sihanouk Pro-
vincial Administration.

“Previously, the centre had 
received funding from the state 
through the social affairs minis-
try and it was managed by the 
Provincial Military Police and 
based at its headquarters,” he 
said, citing overcrowding as the 
reason to change its location. 

The provincial administra-
tion is finding a new location 
for the centre and will widely 
expand its services to accom-
modate more people.

Once a location has been 
determined, the working group 
will inspect it and make sure 
that it is safe and that it has 
access to water and electricity. 

“In this initial phase, the 
department will prepare 
standard letters concerning 
management of the new cen-
tre because at present the old 
one is under Military Police 
management.

“The administration has 
management procedures it 
must follow and this sort of 
thing is not a common occur-
rence,” he said.

Sarphea said the centre has 
so far received over 80 people 
who have come for rehabilita-
tion and treatment for addic-
tion to drugs. 

The past few months, the 
number of patients has 
declined because they stopped 
receiving new intake in antici-
pation of this changeover. 
Those who have recovered 
have returned home.  

Provincial governor Kuoch 
Chamroeun urged the working 
group to be prepared to build 
any necessary infrastructure 
required to guarantee the safe-
ty of the staff and patients and 
ensure that the centre func-
tions smoothly and can fulfil 
its mission to rehabilitate 
addicts and provide treatment 
for addiction.

There are currently only two 
drug rehabilitation centres in 
the province. The other centre 
is located in Keo Phos district 
and managed by the National 
Authority for Combating Drugs 
(NACD).

Sreng Vanly, the provincial 
coordinator for rights group 
Licadho, said drug use and 
trafficking in the province had 
increased and that the police 
had only cracked down on 
small-time drug users and 
smaller trafficking cases.   

Regarding the new centre, 
Vanly said: “It is a good idea. 
And if the authorities eliminate 
or reduce drug use significant-
ly in the province [through the 
centre’s efforts], that’d be great 
as it doesn’t cost the state much 
money. Drug use has a negative 
effect on families and national 
society.

“This new location should be 
well-planned and it ought to 
include classroom space to teach 
them job skills. Once they’ve quit 
using drugs, they’ll need to 
change their lifestyles and will 
need jobs to make a living.

“But if their drug treatment 
and rehabilitation does not 
include job training or skills, 
when they return home, they 
won’t know what do. They’ll be 
tempted to sell drugs seeing 
that they’ll need then money 
and then they’ll also get back on 
the drugs, causing further prob-
lems for society,” he said.

Preah Sihanouk provincial governor Kuoch Chamroeun urged the working 
group to be prepared to build any necessary infrastructure required to 
guarantee the safety of the staff and patients and ensure that the centre 
functions smoothly. pREAH SIHANOUK pROVINCIAL HALL

Bank backs eco-friendly farming
Smallholder famers living in seven wildlife conservation areas of Mondulkiri and Stung Treng provinces have to commit to not allow any logging or 
hunting on their land and to prohibit the use of chemicals to participate in the project. HENG CHIVOAN
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logged this year, most notably 
by the tourism sector.

but he pointed out that oth-
er sectors such as transport 
and non-garments have been 
performing relatively well.

Vibol said businesses that 
report losses in 2020 could jeop-
ardise tax revenue collection for 
the next three to five years.

“That’s why the 2021 Imple-
mentation Plan is lower than 
it was in 2020. We’ll surely hit 
a few bumps in the road on 
revenue collection next year.

“With the businesses based 
at main tourism destinations 
experiencing devastation, 
the tourism sector dropped 
nearly 95 per cent. but we still 
hold on to hope that we can 
manage the situation and 
will realise the $2.271 billion 
revenue collection plan in 
2021,” Vibol said.  

In 2019, the GdT collected 
$2.819 billion in tax revenue, 
exceeding the annual target by 
$530 million or 23.20 per cent. 
This was 28.28 per cent higher 
than the $2.197 billion posted 
in 2018.

2021 revenue target for 
GdT set at $2.271b: Vibol

Stock markets mostly gained on 
december 17 as investors kept 
an eye on US stimulus prog-
ress and the rollout of vaccines 
but surging infections and new 
lockdowns tempered gains.

The pound held around 19-
month highs against the dol-
lar on brexit optimism and 
ahead of a monetary policy 
update from the bank of eng-
land (boe) due at 1200 GmT.

The strengthened pound 
though weighed on London’s 
benchmark FTSe 100 stocks 
index featuring multination-
als earnings in dollars.

eurozone equity indices 
climbed after gains across 
much of Asia, while the dollar 
struggled after a US Federal 
reserve (Fed) update.

bitcoin extended gains to a 
fresh record above $22,000. 

The unit, which was wallow-
ing around $5,000 in march, 
has soldiered higher since 
online payments giant PayPal 
said it would enable account 
holders to use cryptocurrency.

chris beauchamp, chief mar-
ket analyst at IG trading group, 
said: “markets overall are still 
in a positive frame of mind, 
managing to find the good 
news in an otherwise dull Fed 
statement and looking forward 
to some progress on a US stim-
ulus deal, the major narrative 
behind this market bounce.

“market watchers move on 
from the non-event of last 
night’s . . . [Fed] meeting to the 
boe meeting, which is likely 
to be equally dull in terms of 
any policy decisions.

“but with brexit just days away 
the bank’s view of the situation 
will be of great interest, provid-
ing a useful counter to the cycle 
of briefing and counter-briefing 
from the UK and eU sides.”

eU negotiator michel barni-
er on december 17 said talks 
with britain on a post-brexit 
trade deal were progressing but 
that there had been no break-
through.

He tweeted: “Good progress, 
but last stumbling blocks re-
main. We will only sign a deal 
protecting eU interests and 
principles.”

regarding US stimulus, law-
makers said they were hope-
ful of passing a much-needed 
rescue package for the econ-
omy as they haggled over de-
tails of a bipartisan proposal 
that appeared to have broken 
months of deadlock.

With the two most conten-
tious items removed from the 
plan, which is said to amount 
to around $900 billion, repub-
lican Senate majority Leader 
mitch mcconnell said leaders 
“made major headway”.

As the stimulus talks con-
tinued, the Fed held its final 
policy meeting of the year at 
which it gave an upbeat as-
sessment of the outlook for 
the world’s top economy next 
year and pledged to maintain 
its huge bond-buying, mone-
tary-easing programme until 
it is back on an even keel.

but bank chief Jerome Pow-
ell reiterated the need for US 
lawmakers to reach a stimu-
lus agreement. Afp

Stock mostly rise on US 
stimulus, brexit hopescustoms duty cuts set for Jan 1

Thou Vireak

T
He government has 
decided to slash 
customs tariff rates 
and special tariffs on 

some imported goods and 
raw materials in a bid to lift 
investor sentiment out of the 
covid-19 doldrums.

Prime minister Hun Sen on 
december signed a sub-de-
cree to this end, which will go 
into effect on January 1.

The sub-decree states that 
customs duty on 13 tariff 
lines of raw materials for food 
and beverage production and 
solar systems will be reduced 
from seven per cent to zero.

It said 56 tariff lines of “pro-
cessing machines and tools 
used in various production 
chains” will see customs duty 
rates cut from 15 per cent 
to zero, while 60 tariff lines 
of “major commodities and 
processing machines used in 
various productions chains” 
will have them trimmed down 
from 15 to seven per cent.

On six tariff lines of “anti-
bacterial alcohol agents and 
other items used in industry” 
it will be lowered from the cur-
rent 35 per cent down to seven 
per cent, while it will drop from 
35 per cent to 15 per cent for 
four tariff lines of “raw materi-
als and production inputs”.

Five tariff lines of “kitchen 
electrical appliances” will see 
customs duty trimmed from 
10 per cent to five per cent, 
three tariff lines of “anti-bacte-
rial alcohol agents used in the 
health sector” will have it low-
ered from 35 per cent to zero, 

and the tariff line of “fermen-
tation agents [used in drinks 
of] alcohol content of at least 
80 degrees celsius” will have 
it trimmed down from 35 per 
cent to 15 per cent.

The sub-decree adds that the 
special tariff rate on 16 tariff 
lines of “lubricants used in the 
textile, dishwasher and bicycle 
sectors” will be slashed from 
10 per cent to zero, while eight 
tariff lines of “lubricants in-
volved in production” will see 
the rate trimmed from 25 per 
cent to zero.

Garment manufacturers 
Association in cambodia 
(GmAc) deputy secretary-
general Kaing monika said 
the move offers businesses 

and many of the Kingdom’s 
covid-19-ravaged sectors a 
much-needed reprieve.

He said: “We’ve all been ex-
empted from import duties 
for all materials to process for 
exports in qualified invest-
ment projects.”

At the same time, cambo-
dia rice Federation (crF) 
secretary-general Lun Yeng 
told The Post that the cus-
toms tariff adjustment would 
encourage more investment 
in agriculture.

He said: “This is a prime 
mechanism, especially in the 
adjustment of import customs 
tariff rates related to agricul-
tural machinery and inputs. 
It’ll help lower our production 

costs and will gather more 
momentum in agricultural in-
vestments too.”

cambodia exported $14.1 
billion worth of goods in the 
first nine months of this year, 
up 20.07 per cent from the 
same period last year, the 
ministry of economy and Fi-
nance reported.

Topping the list of export 
items were milled rice, bicy-
cles, electronic components 
and agricultural products 
such as legumes, cashew nuts 
and yellow bananas.

The Kingdom imported 
$13.6 billion worth of goods 
in the first nine months of 
this year, dipping 8.70 per 
cent year-on-year.

Smart Axiata digital Innovation Fund 
invests in local banhJi, Thai-based drVr
May Kunmakara

TecH start-ups banhJi FinTech 
co Ltd and driver design Stu-
dio Ltd (drVr) on december 
16 bagged an investment fund 
from the Smart Axiata digi-
tal Innovation Fund (SAdIF) 
to further expand their busi-
nesses and meet the needs of 
their customers, SAdIF said in 
a press release.

Local firm banhJi is a finan-
cial platform for micro, small 
and medium-sized enterpris-
es (mSmes) while the Thai-
based drVr is a fleet analytics 
software provider for logistics 
and passenger vehicles.

SAdIF is a $5 million venture 
capital fund that focuses exclu-
sively on digital firms. managed 
by mekong Strategic Partners 
co Ltd (mSP) and backed by 
investments from malaysian-
owned Smart Axiata co Ltd, a 
leading telecommunications 
service provider in the King-
dom, as well as Forte Insurance 

(cambodia) Plc, the priority for 
SAdIF is cambodia-focused 
technology companies.

banhJi co-founder Sim 
chankiriroth said SAdIF’s in-
vestment will advance the com-
pany’s mission to provide su-
perior services for mSmes and 
contribute to the Kingdom’s ef-
forts toward financial inclusion.

“We founded banhJi with 
the mission of powering 
mSme financial inclusion. 
In SAdIF, we found a partner 
who not only shares this mis-
sion and our values but also 
has a track record that will 
help accelerate our progress 
so we can do even more for 
current and new customers,” 
SAdIF quoted him as saying.

And drVr founder and 
ceO david Henderson said: 
“drVr is delighted to receive 
this investment and establish 
a strategic partnership with 
SAdIF. We look forward to 
jointly offering mobile-first 
telematics solutions with 

Forte and Smart Axiata.
“Our investment and strate-

gic partnership with Forte par-
ticularly will allow us to extend 
our service and operations into 
cambodia, in line with our re-
gional expansion plans. We see 
huge potential for growth not 
only in cambodia but across 
the ASeAN region,” he was 
quoted as saying.

mSP partner bora Kem said 
the investments into banhJi and 
drVr underline the importance 
of technology in facilitating da-
ta-informed smart decisions.

He said banhJi’s platform 
aspires to enhance the reliabil-
ity of the financial reports pre-
pared by the Kingdom’s mSmes 
and bridge the financial gap 
troubling many of them.

meanwhile, he said, drVr’s 
internet of things (IoT) and 
real-time analytics intend to 
cut down on logistics custom-
ers’ fleet management costs 
and prevent road casualties.

Smart Axiata ceO Thom-

as Hundt pointed out that 
mSmes are one of the stron-
gest engines of employment 
and the economy, but are 
beleaguered by inefficient fi-
nancial management.

“banhJi has developed a 
local solution to serve cam-
bodian mSmes to develop a 
proper financial report, there-
by enhancing their financing 
opportunity. We are happy to 
contribute to mSmes’ devel-
opment through our SAdIF 
investment in banhJi,” SAdIF 
quoted him as saying. 

The two investments have 
expanded the SAdIF portfolio 
of promising digital businesses 
to 10, joining morakot Technolo-
gy co Ltd, Joonaak enterprise 
Solutions co Ltd (Joonaak 
delivery), GO24 (cambodia) 
co Ltd (Nham24), Goama 
Pte Ltd (GoGames), Sala Tech 
digital Solutions (cambo-
dia) co Ltd, Okra Solar co 
Ltd, Sousdey cambodia and 
Agribuddy co Ltd.

Bitcoin extended gains to a fresh record above $22,000. pIXABAY

Cambodia exported $14.1 billion worth of goods in the first nine months of this year, up 20.07 per cent from 
the same period last year. hENG ChIVOAN
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Phytosanitary facilities ‘soon’ 
in china mango export race
Thou Vireak

A
T leAsT four com-
panies are set to 
complete the con-
struction of infra-

structure and phytosanitary 
treatment facilities for man-
goes by the end of the year.

This comes in response to 
the chinese government’s 
June 9 official approval of the 
export of 500,000 tonnes of 
cambodian fresh mangoes 
per year to the country.

As part of the agreement, the 
ministry of Agriculture, Forest-
ry and Fisheries that day signed 
the protocol on “Phytosanitary 
requirements for the export of 
fresh Keo romiet mangoes 
from cambodia to the People’s 
republic of china”.

The four companies are 
building hot water treatment 
(HWT) and vapour heat treat-
ment (VHT) facilities to sterilise 
their crops and exterminate 
pests, minister Veng sakhon 
said, citing a report by the Gen-
eral directorate of Agriculture.

boeung Ket Fresh Fruit co 
ltd, long Wo Agriculture 
(cambodia) co ltd and Al 
Jazeelan Food Pte ltd (of Hun 
Ty co ltd) are installing HWT 
plants, while bamin Agricul-
ture Hi-Tech development 
co ltd opted instead for VHT 
machinery, he said.

He said the directorate was 
stalwart in implementing the 
protocol and ensuring that the 
phytosanitary requirements set 
by the chinese side were met.

He noted that it had in-
spected a packaging location 
and a number farms with the 
potential for exports.

“With its work cut out for 
it, the General directorate of 
Agriculture will continue to 

organise dissemination semi-
nars and provide technical 
training for companies, plan-
tation owners, farms, agricul-
tural communities and stake-
holders who have applied 
for the registration of mango 
plantations,” sakhon said.

mao sothea, sales manager of 
Kirirom Food Product co ltd, 
one of the nearly 50 companies 
that have been approved by the 
ministry to export fresh man-
goes to china, told The Post that 
added investment in phytosan-
itary treatment equipment will 
put the Kingdom a step closer 
to filling the 500,000 tonne an-
nual quota on fresh mangoes 
set by the chinese.

she said: “They will help 
buy cambodian agricultural 
products, especially fresh 
mangoes, so our farmers are 
able to sell at higher prices 
and retain a strong market, 
and it will also help buoy our 
fresh mango export volume.”

Hun Ty says it will be ready 
to ship between 1,500 and 
8,400 tonnes of fresh mangoes 
to china daily, following three 
trial exports via Vietnam, as 
reported by the ministry on 
december 4.

The ministry said the com-
pany shipped 29.85 tonnes 
on december 1, 28.8 tonnes 
on december 2 and an un-
disclosed amount on de-

cember 4 to china.
As of december 14, the di-

rectorate had received 48 ap-
plications for the registration 
of mango plantations on a to-
tal 28,345.70ha and packaging 
sites from companies, planta-
tion owners and agricultural 
communities, its data show.

cambodia has 124,319ha of 
mango plantations, of which 
91,398ha are harvested with an 
average yield of 15.85 tonnes 
per hectare per season.

The Kingdom exported 
$44.57 million worth of mango 
products last year, including 
fresh and dried mango, mango 
syrup and pickled mango, the 
directorate’s figures show.

Japan’s NTT seeks to 
revive global presence 
with docomo merger
JAPAN’s NTT corp plans to 
make NTT docomo Inc its 
wholly owned subsidiary this 
month, part of its launch of a 
new group structure.

With Us and chinese firms 
dominating the global tele-
communications industry, 
NTT believes it can build up its 
presence through its first reor-
ganisation in 28 years.

motoyuki Ii, who became 
president of NTT docomo on 
december 1, minced no words 
in a message to employees on 
the current situation. “docomo 
has to change,” he wrote. “I want 
you to feel a sense of urgency.”

In speaking with people close 
to him, Ii has referred to the 
review of mobile phone fees, an 
issue that has come to the fore-
front recently, as his “debut fight”. 
docomo plans to introduce a 
new low-cost brand, while also 
revamping the pricing structure 
of its flagship brand.

Under pressure from KddI 
corp and softbank corp, doco-
mo hopes to win back custom-
ers by making them feel like 
they are getting a deal. This is 
an idea that NTT President Jun 
sawada had previously warmed 
up to. sawada and Ii are seen 
as something of kindred spirits, 
having both played American 
football in college.

sawada and Ii visited Prime 
minister Yoshihide suga at the 
Prime minister’s Office on 
November 27, the day that 
docomo’s delisting from the 
Tokyo stock exchange was 
officially decided, to inform 
him that Ii would be promoted 
from vice president of docomo 
to president.

suga, who once served as 
internal affairs and communi-
cations minister and has a 
strong interest in the telecom 
industry, reportedly told Ii he 
is counting on him. The rate 
reduction is also in line with 
the desires of the government, 
NTT’s largest shareholder.

NTT’s plan to make a takeo-
ver bid for docomo began in 
late April, when the country 
was under a state of emergen-
cy due to the spread of the 
novel coronavirus.

“If we don’t make docomo a 
wholly owned subsidiary, we 
won’t win to fight another day. 
I want to hear your thoughts, 
mr Yoshizawa,” sawada report-
edly said during a private meet-
ing with then docomo Presi-
dent Kazuhiro Yoshizawa in his 
office on the 44th floor of the 
company’s headquarters in 
Tokyo’s Nagatacho district.

Yoshizawa, who is the same 
age as sawada and is now a 
member of docomo’s board of 
directors, did not reply imme-
diately. docomo is proud of its 
position as the group’s top 
earner. still, Yoshizawa shared 
the belief they would be strong-
er together. After consulting 
with executive staff, he decided 
in may to go along if it would 
strengthen the group.

sawada had maintained a 
sense of dissatisfaction with 
docomo since he became NTT 
vice president in 2014. docomo’s 
share of the domestic mobile 
phone market, which had once 
been 60 per cent, has since 
declined to a present 40 per cent 
under competition from KddI 

and softbank. The figures on 
docomo subscriber numbers 
that sawada saw at monthly 
meetings steadily declined.

He pressed executives for 
solutions, but no good answers 
were forthcoming. The company 
was also slow to respond to the 
government’s call to lower rates.

In the late 1980s, NTT was 
“the No 1 company in the 
world” in terms of market 
capitalisation, which repre-
sents a company’s value.

However, as the fusion of 
telecommunications and 
information technology pro-
gressed, the Us giants Gafa – 
Google, Apple, Facebook and 
Amazon – and Huawei Tech-
nologies co of china became 
the dominant forces. Year by 
year, NTT’s presence faded.

About half of NTT’s profits 
now come from docomo. The 
only way NTT can keep up 
with foreign firms is to 
strengthen docomo. A takeo-
ver bid is seen as the key to 
NTT regaining its status.

The four trillion yen deal – 
which would be the largest-ever 
domestic takeover bid – went by 
the code name “flower project” 
inside the company. Top execu-
tives were able to have frank 
discussions on the plan through 
“exchange of opinions” meet-
ings, where, unlike board meet-
ings, minutes were not taken.

due to the pandemic, regular 
board meetings have been 
increasingly held online, but this 
issue was discussed face-to-face.

strong concerns have been 
raised, mainly from outside 
directors, about the size of the 
investment, which is about 
five times the company’s 
annual net income.

Fortunately, it has been easy 
to raise funds at low interest 
rates thanks to monetary easing 
in place in response to the pan-
demic. “It might have been 
impossible in the days of five 
per cent interest rates,” one 
executive said. Gradually, objec-
tions to the idea faded away.

The ministry of Internal 
Affairs and communications, 
which has jurisdiction over tel-
ecommunications policy, was 
also aware of the problem.

“NTT and docomo seemed 
to be heading in different 
directions,” one senior official 
said. “docomo has been slow 
to revamp its fees and in 
research and development.”

Japan’s telecommunications 
industry is lagging behind the 
Us, china, south Korea and 
europe in developing 5G high-
speed and high-capacity com-
munication standards. And while 
the ministry used to be wary of 
letting NTT grow too big, nobody 
has objected to the merger.

On september 29, sawada 
and Yoshizawa held a press 
conference in Tokyo’s 
Otemachi district to announce 
the plan to make docomo a 
wholly-owned subsidiary.

“docomo has a high market 
share, but is third in profits,” 
sawada said repeatedly.

Yet he vowed to fight back, 
saying: “docomo and NTT each 
have their own research skills. 
by combining them, we can cre-
ate technology that will lead the 
world.” THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The four companies are building hot water treatment (HWT) and vapour heat treatment (VHT) facilities to 
sterilise their crops and exterminate pests. VENG SAKHON

‘Udderly’ good progress for milk firm
Hin Pisei

THe Kirisu Farm catalogue of dairy prod-
ucts has garnered significant traction in 
the few months since its launch, chy sila, 
a co-founder of the company behind the 
brand, told The Post on december 17.

Kirisu Farm is a product of Khmer Fresh 
milk co ltd, which has poured about 
$10 million into a 300ha dairy farm and 
a processing plant in a secluded valley in 
the shadow of the Phnom Tamao moun-
tains in Kandoeng commune’s Ukasaing 
village in Takeo province’s bati district, 
nearly 40km south of Phnom Penh.

With just half a year under its belt, sila said 
Kirisu Farm’s fresh milk and yoghurt prod-
ucts have been attracting a steady stream 
of customers thanks to its freshness, purity 
and natural origins – modern farming tech-
niques and food processing in accordance 
with world-class hygiene standards.

“even though we have just put them 
up for sale, the growing demand for 
Kirisu Farm products has been steadily 
picking up pace, but at the moment the 
company does not have an adequate 
distribution system [mobile cold storage 
facilities],” he said.

With demand on the rise, sila said the 
company is working to widen its distribution 
network and remains hopeful for a marked 
progress by the beginning of next year.

The fresh-milk processing plant 
opened in July and the farm now has 

more than 500 Holstein heifers that are 
able to produce more than 8,000 litres 
per day, he said, adding that he aims to 
increase that to 12,000 litres soon.

While supermarkets in Phnom Penh of-
ten sell fresh milk, most is imported, he 
said, stressing the importance of support 
from cambodians for local products.

According to sila, Kirisu Farm prod-

ucts currently stock the shelves of super-
markets such as macro, lucky, bayon, 
superstore, Fair Plus and chip mong.

There are currently two other dairy 
farms in cambodia – Techo sen russey 
Trip dairy Farm in chheb district’s chheb 
II commune in Preah Vihear province and 
moo moo Farm in lvea em district’s Arey 
Ksat commune in Kandal province.

Khmer Fresh Milk plans to churn out 12,000 litres of fresh milk daily. FRESH NEWS
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“prepare for the worst, hope for the best”
Just as hope in economic recovery glimmered, local Covid-19 transmission debuted, further 
stressing the already-troubled path

Sangeetha Amarthalingam
 

a
S tHe number of 
covid-19 community 
transmission cases 
inched up in phnom 

penh at the end of Novem-
ber, fear gripped the capital. 
Up till then, cambodia had 
deftly, and with some luck, 
avoided the scourge of an in-
land spread that was the bane 
of the rest of the world.

Within two weeks from No-
vember 28, the incident turned 
the usually-placid population 
into alarmists, donning masks, 
and checking temperatures 
and personal details at entries 
to doorways, while business 
outlets closed earlier in the eve-
ning, resulting in quiet streets 
as traffic volume abated.

at the time of writing, 41 lo-
cally transmitted cases were 
recorded although the report-
ing pace tapered recently, so 
did the initial panic. total cas-
es now stand at 362 with 324 
having recovered. there have 
been no fatalities thus far.

but the worst is not over, 
prime minister Hun Sen 
warned on tuesday, caution-
ing everyone to remain vigilant 
as contact tracing continues.

contrary to earlier mea-
sures where a widespread 
closure order on premises 
that encourage proximity was 
implemented, this time, only 
schools were shut and large 
gatherings banned.

assuming it instituted a state 
of emergency, the stern advice 
was perhaps the only viable 
option to contain the spread 
without further damaging the 
distressed economy.

despite the comparatively 
small case figures in asia, cam-
bodia still suffered the backlash 
from the pandemic as two of 
its key economic sectors – gar-
ment manufacturing and tour-
ism languish on the ground, 
beaten by non-activity.

the government expects 
economic growth to recoil to 
-1.9 per cent in 2020, some-

what more optimistic than 
the more austere projections 
by international financial in-
stitutions such as asian de-
velopment bank’s (adb) -4.0 
per cent that was revised up-
wards in September.

the World bank’s latest up-
date in November 2020 saw 
the economy contracting by 
two per cent, closely treading 
the regional forecast of -2.2 
per cent by the international 
monetary Fund (imF).

“this year’s growth is the 
sharpest decline in the King-
dom’s recent history,” meas 
Soksensan, spokesman for 
the ministry of economy and 
Finance reiterated. “but even 
before community transmis-
sions, the outbreak had de-
celerated most of our growth 
engines,” he said.

the hit on the economic 
sectors only worsened the 
business activities on the 
ground although businesses 
were allowed to operate after 
brief closures.

the economy is likely to 
pick up to 3.5 per cent in 2021 
from negative growth due to 
the expected gradual recov-
ery of economic activities, es-
pecially external demand and 
domestic market confidence.

However, uncertainties, like 
the outbreak of community 
transmissions, said Soksen-
san, are risks to recovery.

“to a certain degree, stress 
has been placed on the econo-
my due to the rising number of 
community transmission cases, 
but the level of impact is depen-
dent on the scale and length of 
the transmission,” he said.

Several health measures 
were imposed to ensure mini-
mum impact on the economy, 
and balance out the implica-
tions on public health.

“Yet we [could not] assume 
zero impact on the economy as 
we strictly enforced the mea-
sures because impacts have 
been witnessed,” he confided.

in the first wave of the 
global outbreak, cambodia 

saw a historical decline in in-
ternational arrivals but expe-
rienced a surge in domestic 
travel, especially during holi-
days, which only happened 
due to the successful contain-
ment of the pandemic in the 
country.

domestic covid-19 trans-
mission would discourage lo-
cal tourists as travel becomes 
unsafe.

Similarly, some businesses, 
especially small- and medi-
um-sized enterprises, are fac-
ing a decline in sales and rev-
enue due to strict measures 
and a lack of confidence by 
the people, particularly in the 
cities and provinces where 
the cases have been traced 
and found.

likewise, in a survey con-
ducted by the World bank, 
most businesses interviewed 
in June and September con-
tinued to face a large, nega-
tive impact on sales.

“the share of firms with a 
decline in sales over that past 
30 days decreased from its 
June level of 87 per cent but 
remained high at 71 per cent 
in September.

“in June, firms reported an 
average sales decline of 49 per 
cent, whereas, in September, 
the average change in sales 
was less severe but still nega-
tive at minus 30 per cent,” the 
bank said.

economist dr chheng 
Kimlong noted that the oc-
currence of community 
transmission has had some 
downward spiral effects on 
the economic growth pros-
pect for 2021.

the protraction of com-
munity transmission or the 
failure to prevent greater out-
breaks in other areas or sub-
communities in the country 
will have some “tremendous-
ly” negative impact on busi-
nesses, travels, and to a larger 
extent the production and ex-
port growth potential.

“therefore, it depends on 
the duration and severity of 

the transmission. if by the end 
of december 2020, the com-
munity outbreak is contained 
successfully, the incident will 
not likely affect or disrupt 
much of the trading activities.

“However, if and only if the 
containment measures largely 
fail, a major proportion of trade 

will likely be damaged, driving 
down the economy,” opined 
Kimlong, who is vice president 
of independent think-tank 
asian Vision institute (aVi).

but Soksensan said despite 
cambodia recently having 
its early stage of community 
transmission, the fiscal mea-
sures formulated including 
intervention packages were 
part of the approach best 
described as “prepare for the 
worst, but hope for the best”.

“it was in anticipation of 
the worst-case scenario since 
the first outbreak in the first 
quarter of the year,” he said.

the nearly $1.2 billion 
stimulus package focused on 
economic, public, and so-
cial health intervention but 
spending is likely to expand 
to ensure economic recovery.

“it is fortunate that cam-
bodia still has enough fiscal 
space and spending capabil-
ity coming from our savings 
and budget rationalisation of 
unnecessary spending,” Sok-
sensan said.

public external debt stands 
at 23 per cent of gross domes-
tic product (Gdp), which is 
well below the threshold of 

40 per cent of Gdp, allowing 
room for more borrowing if 
necessary.

“these factors enable a bud-
getary space for cambodia’s 
government to spend at its dis-
cretion, without undermining 
the fiscal sustainability if the 
existing intervention package 
requires fortification,” he said.

presently, the government 
has $538 million to fight covid-
19 and aid the economy – funds 
that were borrowed from adb 
($250 million), Japan inter-
national cooperation agency 
($238 million) and economic 
development cooperation 
Fund ($50 million).

With key economic sectors 
still stressed, continued aid to 
affected communities and busi-
ness sectors is likely to prolong.

according to the World 
bank, government support to 
the affected population came 
in at five per cent of Gdp, call-
ing the increased effort un-
precedented.

the broad package included 
health-related spending and 
income assistance, equity in-
jections and loan guarantees, 
development spending, and 
tax relief.

Usually-placid Cambodians turned alarmists as community transmission occurred in Phnom Penh following 
the first locally contracted Covid-19 case on November 28, 2020. Hong Menea

Note: Businesses were asked to indicate what happened to sales during the 30 days prior to the interview.
Source: Economic Update Nov 2020, World Bank

Despite progress on re-opening, impact on sales continues to be high
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cambodia’s limited re-

sources are underpinned by a 
14.2 per cent year-on-year fall 
in revenue collection at 14.3 
trillion riel ($3.5 billion) from 
January to august this year.

along with a burgeoning 
cash outlay programme that 
rose 21.5 per cent to 16.2 tril-
lion riel from the correspond-
ing period last year, it means 
that the overall fiscal deficit 
could reach a “record high” of 
6.2 trillion ($1.5 billion) this 
year, the World bank said.

this deficit represents 5.6 
per cent of Gdp compared to 
0.8 per cent in 2019.

about half of the deficit is ex-

pected to be financed by gov-
ernment savings, which stood 
at 20.2 per cent of Gdp at the 
end of 2019 while the remain-
ing half is expected to be fi-
nanced through official loans.

“the unprecedented ex-
pansion of social assistance 
will substantially [though not 
fully] mitigate the pandemic’s 
impact on the poor and near-
poor,” the World bank said.

but looking forward, the 
bank said there is significant 
uncertainty in cambodia’s 
growth outlook, identifying 
the economy as small, open, 
narrowly-based, and heavily-
dependent on capital inflows, 

mainly foreign investment, 
and external trade.

it said globally, growing ten-
sions among international 
powers and the erosion of mul-
tilateral disciplines are generat-
ing uncertainty that hurt trade 
and investment flows.

closer to home, an exten-
sion of the social assistance 
scheme beyond the currently 
planned timeframe would 
put significant pressure on 
the budget. but not extending 
it will hurt the poor and lower 
domestic demand.

it cited downside risks as be-
ing local covid-19 outbreaks, 
a deeper and prolonged de-
cline in tourist arrivals linked 
to a lingering global outbreak 
and the speed with which 
a vaccine becomes widely 
available, and the possibility 
of more trade tensions and 
protectionism.

So would cambodia need to 
fortify its fiscal war chest to save 
the economy and her people?

aVi’s Kimlong said in terms 
of outbreak prevention and 
containment measures, 
cambodia’s effective strate-
gies and key success stories 
showcased its governance of 
public health.

However, for fiscal inter-
ventions amid the pandemic, 
it has not been sufficient by 
any measure.

“but that is fair to say no 
single country – rich or poor – 
has devised an effective fiscal 
intervention as yet.

“all in all, as the economy is 
in life support, it needs a lot 
more government and inter-
governmental support,” he 
said.
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world
Pressure mounts for eU as 
britain, US rollout vaccine
e

UroPean nations vowed on de-
cember 16 to get their coronavi-
rus vaccination campaigns rolling 
before the end of the year, while 

the US recorded a shocking new peak of 
more than 3,700 deaths in one day.

as surges in infections prompted tight-
er restrictions across several countries, 
Germany said it will begin vaccinations 
on december 27 – a date expected to be 
matched across the eU.

France said it would receive around 
1.16 million vaccine doses by year-end, 
with a further 2.3 million coming over 
the next two months. 

The vaccination drive cannot come too 
soon to the embattled continent, which 
is fast approaching 500,000 deaths from 
the disease. 

“It feels like a Sunday,” said Ines Kum-
pl, 57, observing the deserted streets of 
berlin on the first day of a new partial 
lockdown. “These measures are neces-
sary but it’s stressful.”

Germany saw a record high of 952 
deaths in 24 hours on december 16, a 
figure that could rise as the hard-hit Sax-
ony region was not included.

but the toll was dwarfed by the US, 
which set a grim double record regis-
tering more than 3,700 deaths and over 
250,000 new cases in 24 hours, according 
to figures from Johns Hopkins University.

denmark, France, Turkey and the neth-
erlands have all tightened restrictions and 
Spain’s prime minister expressed alarm at 
rising infection numbers there.

“To get to the end of the pandemic, we 
will need up to 70 percent of the popula-
tion vaccinated,” european commission 
chief Ursula von der Leyen told mem-
bers of the european Parliament.

Pressure has been mounting on the 
eU since britain and the US started their 

immunisation programmes, using a vac-
cine developed by Pfizer and bionTech.

The british government said more than 
137,000 people had received a first dose 
in the week since inoculations began.

The World Health organisation’s euro-
pean wing warned of a resurgence of the 
virus on the continent early next year, 
urging special precautions over the holi-
day season.

“It may feel awkward to wear masks 
and practise physical distancing when 
around friends and family, but doing 
so contributes significantly to ensuring 
that everyone remains safe,” it said.

as the US flounders in its efforts to 
control the virus, the White House an-
nounced Vice-President mike Pence and 
his wife will get the vaccine on decem-
ber 18 in a public display designed to 

boost fragile national confidence.
The event comes in the first week of 

the mass vaccination programme in the 
US, which has recorded over 300,000 
covid-19 deaths.

President donald Trump is “absolutely 
open to taking the vaccine”, a spokes-
woman said.

Since he recently recovered from a 
bout of covid-19, he is thought to be 
currently immune.

Pfizer said on december 16 it was inves-
tigating after a health worker in alaska suf-
fered a serious allergic reaction after getting its 
vaccine and is now hospitalised but stable.

US officials also said on december 16 
that sixth or even seventh doses could be 
squeezed out of vials that were supposed 
to contain only five doses, to avoid wast-
ing any precious unused vaccine. AFP

US move an ‘attack’ on Turkey’s sovereignty

chang’e-5 mission 
accomplished, china 
gets space milestone

TUrKISH President recep 
Tayyip erdogan on december 
16 called US sanctions against 
ankara over its purchase of a 
russian missile defence system 
an “open attack” on the naTo 
member state’s sovereignty.

The US made good on months 
of threats to punish Turkey for 
buying the S-400 system under 
a 2017 law known as caaTSa, 
which aims to limit russia’s 
military influence and punish it 
for its behaviour abroad.

The sanctions were lighter 
than feared, but erdogan not-
ed that they had never before 
been used against a fellow 
member of naTo.

“Sanctions are imposed on 
our country, a naTo member. 
What kind of an alliance is 
this?” erdogan asked during a 
televised speech in ankara.

“This decision is an open 
attack on our sovereignty,” he 
added.

Washington had already 
punished ankara in July by bar-
ring it from developing parts 
for and acquiring the US’ next-
generation F-35 fighter jets.

This week’s punitive meas-
ures included a ban on all US 
export licences and loan cred-
its for Turkey’s military pro-

curement agency.
Its president Ismail demir 

and three other executives 
were also barred from travel or 
holding assets in the US.

The State department said 
the sanctions “are not intend-
ed to undermine the military 
capabilities or combat readi-
ness of Turkey . . . but rather to 
impose costs on russia in 
response to its wide range of 
malign activities”.

but in his first public com-
ments about the sanctions, 

erdogan called them unjust.
He repeated Turkey’s claim 

that Washington would not 
sell the US equivalent to the 
S-400, the Patriot, to ankara.

US officials say Turkey was 
offered the system, but that 
negotiations broke down 
after ankara demanded to 
also obtain proprietary pro-
duction and operations data 
about the Patriots.

erdogan said: “The more 
Turkey grows, the more Turkey 
inches closer to its goals, the 

more it stands up for its sover-
eign rights, the more it is sub-
jected to attacks.

“because we met our needs 
somewhere else, they pulled 
the sanctions trigger.”

Washington says the S-400 
system would put the security 
of US military technology and 
personnel at risk, as well as 
providing funds to the russian 
defence industry.

erdogan said Turkey offered 
to resolve the issue through 
diplomacy and would now 
redouble its efforts to develop-
ing its own arsenal.

He said: “To make our 
defence industry independ-
ent, we will work twice as hard, 
we will accelerate our defence 
industry agency’s projects, we 
will give more support to our 
defence-related companies.”

The sanctions are the latest 
thorn in Turkey-US relations, 
with the naTo allies at logger-
heads over Syria, Libya and the 
eastern mediterranean Sea.

but with a month before the 
swearing in of US President-
elect Joe biden, who once 
described erdogan as an “auto-
crat”, ankara’s language has 
generally softened towards 
Washington. AFP

Continued from page 1

space effort that it went off so 
flawlessly.”

In images broadcast on state 
television, the blackened cap-
sule landed on snow-covered 
grasslands in darkness in the 
country’s remote north.

a chinese flag was quickly 
placed next to the capsule, 
reflecting the nationalist pride 
that the multi-billion-dollar 
space programme engenders.

china launched its first satel-
lite in 1970 but human space-
flight took decades longer – with 
Yang Liwei becoming the coun-
try’s first “taikonaut” in 2003.

Under President Xi Jinping, 
who took power in 2012, chi-
na’s “space dream” has been 
put into overdrive.

a chinese lunar rover landed 
on the far side of the moon in 
January 2019, a global first.

The official Xinhua news 
agency described the latest 
mission as one of the most 
challenging and complicated 
in china’s aerospace history.

Chang’e-5 – named after a 
mythical chinese moon god-
dess – landed on the moon on 
december 1.

during two days on the moon, 
it collected 2kg of material in a 
volcanic area called mons 
ruemker in the oceanus Procel-
larum – or “ocean of Storms” – 
which was previously unexplored, 
the china national Space 
administration (cnSa) said.

While there it also raised the 
chinese flag, according to the 
agency.

The probe’s departure was 
also the first time china had 
achieved take-off from an 
extraterrestrial body.

The module then went through 
the delicate operation of linking 
up in lunar orbit with the part of 
the spacecraft that brought the 
samples back to earth.

The probe comprised separate 

craft to get to the moon, land on 
it and collect the samples, get 
back up and then return the 
rocks and soil to earth.

The return capsule entered 
the earth’s atmosphere at an 
altitude of about 120km.

When it was about 10km 
above land, a parachute 
opened and it landed smooth-
ly, the space agency said.

“With this successful mis-
sion, china will be more con-
fident of its own technologies,” 
said chen Lan, an independ-
ent analyst at GoTaikonauts.
com, which specialises in chi-
na’s space programme.

Thomas Zurbuchen, a top offi-
cial at the US national aeronau-
tics and Space administration 
(naSa) science mission directo-
rate, also congratulated china 
on the safe return of the capsule.

He tweeted: “The interna-
tional science community cel-
ebrates your successful 
Chang’e 5 mission.

“These samples will help 
reveal secrets of our earth-
moon system [and] gain new 
insights about the history of 
our solar system.”

The capsule will be airlifted 
to beijing for opening, and the 
moon samples will be deliv-
ered to a research team for 
analysis and study.

china will make some of the 
samples available to scientists 
in other countries, Pei Zhaoyu, 
deputy director of the cnSa’s 
Lunar exploration and Space 
Programme centre, had previ-
ously said.

china’s future space goals 
include creating a powerful 
rocket capable of delivering pay-
loads heavier than those naSa 
and private US rocket firm Space 
exploration Technologies corp 
(SpaceX) can handle.

It is aiming for a crewed 
space station by 2022 and 
eventually to send humans to 
the moon. AFP

Pressure has been mounting on the EU since Britain and the US started their immunisation 
programmes, using a vaccine developed by Pfizer and BioNTech. POOL/AFP

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has called US sanctions against 
Ankara an ‘open attack’ on its sovereignty. TURKISH PRESIDENTIAL PRESS SERVICE/AFP

JaPaneSe prosecutors on de-
cember 16 charged a man with 
murder over the 2019 arson at-
tack on Kyoto animation that 
killed 36 people, local media 
said, the country’s deadliest 
violent crime in decades.

Shinji aoba, 42, was detained 
in the aftermath of the July at-
tack, but has been hospitalised 
since then with severe burns 
sustained in the incident, 
and reportedly only regained 
consciousness in august.

The charges, which the Kyoto 
Shimbun newspaper said also 
included attempted murder 
and arson, came after a psy-
chiatric evaluation of aoba.

The Kyoto prosecutor’s of-
fice did not immediately res-
pond to requests for confir-

mation of the charges.
more than 30 people were 

also injured in the attack, in 
which aoba is accused of brea-
king into the studio’s building, 
spreading petrol around the 
ground floor and setting it alight.

aoba has reportedly 
confessed to the arson, and 
is said to have shouted “drop 
dead” before starting the fire. 
There have been claims that 
he accused the studio of stea-
ling his work, which Kyoto 
animation has denied doing.

many of those killed in the 
blaze were young, including a 
21-year-old woman.

Parents of some of those 
killed said news of the char-
ges did little to ease their 
pain. AFP

Japan arson offender 
charged with murder
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rohingya man reunites with 
family he thought died at sea
W

eeks after a fu-
neral for the wife 
and daughter 
he thought had 

died at sea trying to reach him, 
Nemah shah was stunned 
when he saw online images of 
them emerging from a refugee 
boat in Indonesia.

What followed was an in-
credible reunion story retold 
to AFP during an in-depth 
investigation into human 
trafficking of the rohingya, 
a stateless muslim minority 
group driven out of myanmar.

As he was still grieving the 
loss of his family, shah said he 
was astonished to see his wife 
and daughter among a boat-
load of 100 rohingya refugees 
who landed near the Indone-
sian town of Lhokseumawe in 
June.

“When I recognised my wife 
and daughter,” shah said, re-

ferring to the online images, 
“it was the happiest day of my 
life”.

Video and photos taken of 
the landing by international 
media, including AFP, showed 
shah’s wife and daughter 
among those getting out of a 
rickety boat pulled to shore 
by concerned locals. 

shah was in malaysia, where 
at least 100,000 rohingyas 
live as refugees, working as a 
labourer in the construction 
industry earning the equiva-
lent of $500 a month.

The arrival of the boat was 
huge news in the rohingya 
community there and shah, 24, 
watched the footage online.

Through the rohingya net-
work, shah was eventually able 
to connect with his wife, ma-
juma, by mobile phone.

The call lasted just a few 
minutes. It was enough for 

shah to promptly quit his job 
and start making plans to get 
to Indonesia.

months later, and against 
all odds, shah was reunited 
with majuma and their six-
year-old daughter Fatima, 
living together in their new 
home – a makeshift cubicle 
in former school buildings in 
Lhokseumawe that Indone-
sian authorities have turned 
into a camp for the refugees.

rohingya have for decades 
endured persecution in bud-
dhist-majority myanmar, 
where they are not recogn-
ised as citizens, and smug-
gling routes out by land and 
sea have long existed.

shah said he fled myanmar 
six years ago, ending up in 
relatively affluent and mus-
lim-majority malaysia.

He left behind majuma and 
his then-infant daughter.

They too soon escaped 
myanmar, but only across the 
border into neighbouring ban-
gladesh where they joined a 
million rohingya living in dire 
conditions in refugee camps.

After years of saving tiny 
amounts that shah was able 
to send back to bangladesh, 
majuma was able to pay peo-
ple smugglers for a spot on a 
boat to malaysia.

but while traffickers prom-
ise their passengers will make 
the roughly 4,000km journey 
to malaysia in a week, the 
reality can be months at sea, 
without even making it there 
– or worse.

more than 200 are believed 
to have died at sea this year, 
according to the UN’s refugee 
agency, with starvation, ill-
ness, dehydration and beat-
ings by the smugglers among 
the reasons. AFP

Thaksin urges voters to 
back Pheu Thai’s man 
in chiang mai election

Indonesia’s Jokowi to get 
country’s first covid jab

THAILANd’s fugitive former 
Prime minister Thaksin shina-
watra on december 16 urged 
chiang mai residents to vote 
for the Pheu Thai candidate in 
december 20’s local election, 
triggering claims from his 
opponents that the move vio-
lates the constitution.

In a Facebook video posted 
on december 16, Thaksin said 
Pichai Lertpongadisorn had 
visited him in dubai before 
deciding to enter the election 
for chiang mai Provincial 
Administrative Organisation 
(PAO) president.

He said he wanted chiang 
mai residents to enjoy the same 
quality of life as when he was 
prime minister, adding that he 
missed Thailand.

“As someone who was born in 
chiang mai, I would like to sup-
port [Pichai] because he will to 
put all his effort into working for 
the province. Hence, I would 
like to ask chiang mai people to 
vote for Pichai on december 
20,” Thaksin said.

The former prime minister 
said he would never forget the 
people of chiang mai and that 
he believes they miss him, too.

responding to the video, law-
yer and social activist srisuwan 
Janya submitted a petition to 
the election commission ask-
ing it to investigate whether the 
move violated section 28 and 
29 of the constitution’s organic 
law on political parties.

sections 28 and 29 prohibit 
outsiders who are not mem-
bers of a party from controlling 
or directing the party’s activi-
ties, directly or indirectly.

“Thaksin’s move to invite 
chiang mai people to vote for 
Pheu Thai’s candidate in the 
PAO election shows a connec-
tion between him and the party 
which violates the abovemen-
tioned law. [This means] the 
constitutional court can rule for 
Pheu Thai to be dissolved,” said 
srisuwan, who heads a group 
called the Association to Protect 
of the constitution. THE NATION 

(THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

INdONesIAN President Joko 
“Jokowi” Widodo on december 
16 said he would be the first 
person in the country to be vac-
cinated for covid-19 as he 
unveiled a campaign promis-
ing free inoculations for every-
one in world’s fourth most-
populous nation.

Jokowi’s announcement 
comes as Indonesia battles 
misinformation over the virus 
in order to stave off a fresh wave 
of infections, with some 630,000 
recorded by december 16 and 
more than 19,000 deaths.

Jokowi said in a video on his 
Twitter account: “The covid-19 
vaccine for all citizens will be 
Free.”

The government originally 
said only health workers, the 
elderly and other key personnel 
would be given the jab for 
free.

Jokowi did not say when he 

would take the vaccine, or 
when the national inoculation 
programme would start.

but said he was happy to be 
the first to be inoculated in 
order to prove it was safe.

“There’s no reason people 
shouldn’t get the vaccine or 
doubt its safety,” he added.

Indonesia has signed deals for 
more than 350 million vaccine 
doses from various internation-
al pharmaceutical companies 
– including british-swedish 
firm AstraZeneca and chinese 
suppliers sinovac.

The current jab deals do not, 
however, provide enough doses 
for the required two per person 
that would cover Indonesia’s 
entire 270-million population.

The country received its first 
delivery of 1.2 million sinovac 
doses this month, with another 
1.8 million to arrive next month. 
AFP

Jakarta court urged to hit businessman 
with 18 months over djoko Tjandra case
PrOsecUTOrs have demand-
ed that the Jakarta corruption 
court sentence businessman 
Tommy sumardi to one year and 
six months in prison for assist-
ing djoko Tjandra with his Inter-
pol red notice removal.

“[We demand that] defendant 
Tommy sumardi be sentenced 
under Article 5 or Article 13 of 
the law on corruption eradica-
tion,” the prosecutors said on 
december 15, as quoted by 

tempo.co. Prosecutors also 
demanded that Tommy pay a 
fine of 100 million rupiah 
($7,100).

Tommy allegedly acted as a 
middleman between djoko and 
two former police generals to 
arrange for djoko’s return to 
Indonesia when he was a fugitive 
implicated in the bank bali cor-
ruption case. djoko previously 
admitted to paying 10 billion 
rupiah to Tommy for the task.

djoko allegedly gave the 
former National Police interna-
tional relations division head, 
Inspector General Napoleon 
bonaparte, a bribe of $270,000 
and s$200,000 (Us$151,000) for 
the red notice removal.

djoko is also accused of giving 
$150,000 to brigadier General 
Prasetyo Utomo, the former 
head of the civil servant Inves-
tigators supervisory and coor-
dination bureau at the National 
Police’s criminal Investigation 
Agency (bareskrim), for issuing 
a letter that allowed djoko to 
travel freely within the country.

The two police generals have 
admitted to taking bribes from 
djoko. All three are currently 
standing trial.

Prosecutors said the money 
was given to the two generals in 
exchange for removing djoko’s 
name from the wanted list by 
issuing a letter addressed to the 
Law and ministry of Law and 
Human rights’s directorate 
General of Immigration.

djoko was included on the 
Interpol red notice list after the 
supreme court sentenced him 

to two years in prison and 
ordered him to pay 546 billion 
rupiah in restitution for his role 
in the high-profile bank bali cor-
ruption case in June 2009.

He fled the country a day 
before his conviction and 
remained at large for more than 
a decade before being arrested 
in malaysia and deported to 
Indonesia in July of this year.

While he was at large, djoko 
said he had planned to file a 
case review, but as convicts 
were required to appear at the 
supreme court to register a 
plea, he could not.

Tommy’s lawyers told the 
court that they would make a 
defence statement at the next 
hearing, scheduled for decem-
ber 17, tribunnews.com 
reported.

In addition to Tommy, prose-
cutor Pinangki sirna malasari is 
suspected of acting as an ena-
bler for djoko. she allegedly 
accepted money from djoko in 
exchange for helping him ensure 
the supreme court would over-
turn his conviction. THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Rohingya refugee Arofa Khatun (centre), who tried to migrate with her two children to Malaysia to her husband, poses for a picture with her 
children at a makeshift shelter in Kutupalong Rohingya refugee in Ukhia. AFP

Thailand’s fugitive former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra. AFP

Indonesian President Joko ‘Jokowi’ Widodo (centre) visits the Bio Farma 
Pharmacy which is working to produce a vaccine for the Covid-19 
coronavirus in Bandung, West Java. AFP

Businessman Tommy Sumardi attends a hearing at the Jakarta Corruption 
Court on November 2. ANTARA/THE JAKARTA POST
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Opinion

A
S We talk about ASeAN col-
lective efforts against covid-
19, endeavour to achieve 
inclusive and equitable 

development and the like, we con-
sciously and subconsciously desire to 
achieve the aspiration of building an 
ASeAN community that is politically 
unified and strong, economically 
prosperous and socially cohesive and 
resilient, in which all members care 
for each other’s wellbeing. 

but there is a huge deficit of such 
awareness among all walks of life in 
our region. This is an obstacle to 
ASeAN community building effort; 
and if we want to succeed, peoples in 
our region should all feel that they 
are the soul and cells of ASeAN com-
munity and are proud of it. 

It is a significant positive step that 
the Narrative of ASeAN Identity is 
considered relevant and adopted by 
ASeAN Leaders at the 37thASeAN 
Summit last month. This document 
will serve as a guide to promote the 
“we feeling” and a sense of belong-
ing to the ASeAN community and 
pride among ASeAN peoples, as 
ASeAN gradually gain more respect 
from the international community 
for being a united community with 
one vision and one identity. 

enhanced ASeAN identity can be 
made on the one hand through 
efforts to promote ASeAN visibility 
such as with the enhanced use of 
ASeAN flag, logo and anthem, and 
on the other hand through aware-
ness raising and recognition of the 
constructed values of the “ASeAN 
Way” –  the principles of non-inter-
ference, consensus, mutual respect, 
consultation/dialogue, adherence 
to international law, democracy, 
freedom, promotion and protection 
of human rights, unity in diversity 
and ASeAN centrality – and also the 
inherent values of ASeAN such as 
tolerance and humility.

As the current practice, cambodia 
always displays the ASeAN flag 
together with our national flag at the 
ministry of Foreign Affairs and Inter-
national cooperation and our over-
seas missions, as well as at ASeAN 
events happening in cambodia. We 
also use ASeAN anthem and aspire to 
increase its use where possible. 

Positive contribution to the wellbe-
ing of the international community 
by ASeAN members is another way 
that helps raise the profile of ASeAN 
as a whole. contribution to the UN 
peacekeeping operations by cambo-

dia and other ASeAN members, for 
example, can be seen as ASeAN con-
tribution. Therefore, the adoption of 
the concept paper on the display of 
ASeAN flag next to the national flag 
at the compound of military units of 
ASeAN members participating in UN 
peacekeeping missions is another 

positive step forward.
While promoting ASeAN Identity, 

we also need to ensure that all our 
peoples see the real benefits of 
ASeAN for them, thereby engender-
ing their participation in our com-
munity building, especially through 
ASeAN integration. This is an impor-
tant agenda which reflects and rein-
forces ASeAN spirit in supporting 
each other to grow and prosper 

together. As the covid-19 pandemic 
has caused severe damage to the 
economy and livelihoods of ASeAN 
peoples, it is even more important 
that, during this new normal, the 
concept of ASeAN community is well 
mainstreamed, in ASeAN post-pan-
demic recovery efforts. 

We should have more engagement 
with the youth as future leaders, and 
bring together civil societies and gov-
ernment officials to discuss the sig-
nificant topics relevant to their liveli-
hoods, jobs, health and education. 

The values of ASeAN identity and 
principles as elaborated above need 
to be further consolidated, recog-
nised and appreciated not only by 
ASeAN peoples, but also by the 

world. In addition, we should contin-
ue to cultivate the source of ASeAN 
pride for being a successful regional 
organisation that has attracted more 
and more countries and other 
regional groupings to work with us 
and share benefits in term of peace, 
security and development. 

To keep this momentum, ASeAN 
needs to work harder to safeguard 
regional interests by enhancing 
close development cooperation with 
its partners and maintaining peace, 
stability, and prosperity within the 
region.

In conclusion, enhancing ASeAN 
identity is the work of all its peoples 
because all of us stand to benefit 
equally from being a part of the 
community, with no one left 
behind.

Enhanced ASEAN identity can be achieved in part through efforts to promote ASEAN visibility such as with the increased use of the 
ASEAN flag, logo and anthem. AFP

The writer is secretary of state at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 
and ASEAN Senior Officials’ Meeting (ASEAN 
SOM) leader of Cambodia.
This article was adapted from her speech deliv-
ered at the High-Level Roundtable on “A Com-
prehensive and Responsive ASEAN Community: 
2020 Reflection for Bolder Joint Actions” on 17 
December 2020 via video conference.
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Enhancing ASEAN identity is the 
work of all its peoples because all 

of us stand to benefit equally from 
being a part of a community

Promoting a Sense of ASEAN Community 
‘We feeling’ among the peoples of ASEAN
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W
HILE 2020 has 
been terrifying 
for most people, 
with Covid-19 

being at the forefront of global 
news,  Ubiquest Phnom Penh 
is organising the Ubiquest for 
Christmas event as a count-
down to the New Year and be-
yond, to provide some relief 
from the disruption caused 
by the novel coronavirus.

To be held at Koh Dach, an 
island along the Mekong Riv-
er that is 30sq km large and 
some 15km north of the capi-
tal, the event is expected to 
boost tourism after the pub-
lic and expatriates remained 
home for most of the year.

An urban game and event 
agency with offices in Ho Chi 
Minh City (Vietnam), Lisbon 
(Portugal), and Phnom Penh, 
Ubiquest says it is organising 
the Christmas event to cheer 
people up.

Ubiquest had earlier or-
ganised two successful events 
– the tuk-race on October 3 
and Halloween tuk-tuk quest 
on November 7.

Sambath Sreymom, the 
company’s e-commerce man-
ager, tells The Post: “We had 
about 30 people joining in the 
tuk-tuk race. It was really fun. 
Everything went smoothly 
and it was quite enjoyable for 
all who took part.”

She says this time, Ubiquest 
is offering something a little 
different. The tuk-tuk race 
was a one-day challenge, but 
the Ubiquest for Christmas 
event will run for 35 days from 
December 19 to January 23.

A highlight of the event is 
“Time Zone”. A cycling event, 
it will be held on January 23 – 

the last day – and is for groups 
of five participants in a team 
who will challenge other 
teams to complete a 15km 
race within a set time.

There will be four challeng-
es the teams have to complete 
within the timeframe as well.

Somewhat similar to a trea-
sure hunt, the competition re-
quires participants to gather 
information and clues as the 
teams race against each other 
to reach their next location.

Sreymom says the route 
itself will be a feast for the 
eyes as it takes participants 
through the island’s natural 
landscape, rice fields, and 
small villages. To participate, 
each entrant has to pay $36.

“Of all the activities, Time 
Zone is the only one that 
requires teams to compete 
against each other. All other 
activities are purely fun-
based and geared towards 
encouraging participants to 
enjoy the sights, sounds, and 
new experiences,” she says.

When Ubiquest organised 
its tuk-tuk race, the winner 
won a night’s stay at a five 
star hotel. And since Time 
Zone coincides with Christ-
mas, the first three winning 
teams will naturally be re-
warded with presents in the 
form of prizes too.

For now, the company 
wants to keep the prizes se-
cret and will only reveal it a 
day or two before the event.  
To find out more, please log 
on to our Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/
Ubiquestphnompenh/

On why Ubiquest Phnom 
Penh is organising these 
events, Sreymom says dur-
ing the current pandemic, 
everyone is stressed with un-

employment, restricted travel  
and other unprecedented is-
sues. Thus, participating in 
interactive events will help lift 
their spirits.

Sreymom says, expatri-
ates who most likely will be 
unable to return home for 
Christmas and locals alike, 
can participate in its events 
as an outlet to expend their 
boundless energy and re-
lieve their stress.

“We understand the situ-
ation and we want to help 
take them out of their gloomy 
existence, at least for a while. 
We specifically organised the 
event in Koh Dach just so 
they can enjoy its fresh air 
and beautiful sights. We hope 
this will help them to relax,” 
she says. 

Another event that is sched-
uled for December 19 is the 
fun-filled cooking class for 
children at 2pm, which has 
an entrance fee of $12 each. 

It targets those aged be-
tween seven and 11 years and 
will be helmed by chef Alicia 
Toumi.

The DIY My Precious Gem 
Bracelet event will see people 
making their bracelets with 
Alice Varini, a jeweller who 
specialises in Khmer gem-
mology. In the process, par-
ticipants can discover gems 
that are mined in the King-
dom.

From Takeo to Pailin and 
Ratanakkiri provinces, the 
bright shiny gems that are 
mined include blue topaz 
and green peridot.

The last activity for Decem-
ber 19 starts at 6pm and is a 
Heritage Tour By Night cost-
ing $37 a person.

The tour will take partici-
pants to different buildings 
and places of note within the 
capital that bear witness to 
the Kingdom’s history.

Sreymom says during the 

tour, participants will discov-
er a part of the city’s rich heri-
tage from the time Cambodia 
was a French protectorate.

“Those who take part in this 
event will travel by tuk-tuks 
equipped with digital tab-
lets as they discover Phnom 
Penh’s beautiful architectural 
heritage,” she says.

Other children-friendly 
activities are Waiting Santa 
Claus, an event that’s suitable 
for children aged between 
eight and 12 years. 

During this event, chil-
dren will be entertained with 
games, followed by a Christ-
mas lunch and a movie at the 
Plantation Hotel.

Other activities that will be 
held from December 19 to Jan-
uary 3 include a Treasure Hunt 
at the Factory Phnom Penh.  
Participants can attend with 
their families and take part 
in various challenges. The 
winning team takes home a 

prize.
The Phare Circus perform-

ing troop, a household name 
in Cambodia, will put on a 
show for limited audiences at 
the Factory.

Sreymom assured that all 
activities will be held in line 
with strict Covid-19 health 
and safety protocols.

“Everyone has to wear a 
mask, and we will provide 
alcohol and sanitisers too, so 
there is little to worry about,” 
she says.

In case the government calls 
off the event, Sreymom says 
those who register to partici-
pate have nothing to worry as 
any fees that are collected will 
be refunded in full.

“We will surely refund every 
cent they have paid,” she says. 

For more information and 
the full list of events Ubiquest 
is organising, please log on 
to https://hello.last2ticket.
com/event/3433

Lifestyle
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Ubiquest brings cheer during pandemic

The cooking class for children targets those aged between seven and 11. It will be helmed by chef Alicia Toumi. Supplied

From Takeo to Pailin and Ratanakkiri provinces, gems such as the blue 
topaz or green peridot can be found. Supplied The cycling challenge will be held at Koh Dach, a 30sq km island about 15km north of Phnom Penh on the Mekong River. Supplied

In the DIY My Precious Gem Bracelet event, participants can discover 
the gems mined in Cambodia and create their own bracelet with 
jeweller and gemmologist Alice Varini. Supplied



Deep in the Austrian country-
side, the newly-named village 
of Fugging is hoping it will 
soon quietly slip back into the 
anonymity it was destined for 
had it not been for the notori-
ety – and unwanted tourists – 
attracted by its previous one.

Indeed, even though the vil-
lage isn’t officially getting rid of 
the name of F—ing until Janu-
ary 1, no time has been wasted 
in replacing the road signs.

“It had become unbearable, 
people would go by giving us 
the finger,” said an elderly local 
resident.

“We didn’t do it gladly – it 
costs money, but we had no 
other option,” she went on, 
recalling how the village’s road 
signs were regularly stolen by 
tourists looking for an outre 
souvenir.

Apart from the name going 
back to medieval times, noth-
ing else marks out the village 
of around 100 souls, situated 
in the Tarsdorf municipality in 

Upper Austria, not far from the 
German border.

Nonetheless, its signs had 
long drawn online mockery 
and mischievous tourists 
–sometimes by the busload 
–who would come for a selfie 
with one of the infamous signs, 
often in lewd positions.

‘Media frenzy’
A rare voice of regret in the 

area about the name change is 
Wolfgang pohler, who used to 
sell souvenirs to the passing 
tourists from his small shop.

He laments that people 
“don’t have more of a sense of 
humour”. 

“We’re not far from Salzburg 
and even before the internet 
there were always english or 
American tourists who came 
to get their picture taken,” he 
remembers.

The village’s unwanted fame 
spawned a beer brewed by a 
company in Germany called 
“F—ing Hell”, a pun on the 

German term for a pale lager.
Some of the mostly Catholic 

residents even feared the area 
might soon play host to a 
house of ill repute.

“We’ve had enough media 
frenzy about this in the past,” 
Tarsdorf mayor Andrea Holzn-
er told local media when the 
renaming was announced last 
month.

But it’s by no means certain 
that the name change will 
bring the obscurity that Fug-
ging residents so crave.

Already the signs have been 
painted back to the old name 
overnight and police are on 
the lookout for any more sign-
related mischief.

Some reminders of the previ-
ous title live on in signs on 
smaller roads, on the odd house, 
or advertising the direct sale of 
local produce – not to mention 
the lingering hostility of some 
locals towards outsiders they 
suspect of being on the hunt for 
a humorous selfie. AFP
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Japan’s wasabi considered ‘green gold’
I

F you’ve eaten sushi, you 
might assume you’ve tried 
wasabi. But chances are it 
was an artificial version that 

Japanese growers say is a world 
away from their ‘green gold’.

Unlike the spicy neon con-
coction familiar to many fans 
of Japanese cuisine – which is 
in fact made from horserad-
ish – real wasabi is pale-green 
and offers a complex, mildly 
piquant flavour.

But even in Japan, it’s not 
common fare. That’s because 
the knobbly root is so difficult 
to grow, and consequently ex-
pensive to buy, with most of it 
snapped up by wholesalers. 

“The most important re-
quirement is crystal-clear wa-
ter, in abundance,” Yoshihiro 
Shioya, 62, said as he pulled a 
wasabi root from the sodden 
soil at his lush, green moun-
tainside farm on Shizuoka 
province’s Izu peninsula.

“It’s absolutely necessary 
that the water temperature 
stays between 10 and 15 de-
grees Celsius, year-round,” 
added Shioya, whose family 
has cultivated wasabi in the 
region for seven generations.

patience is key– each wasabi 
crop can take a whole year or 
even 18 months to mature in 
the large man-made terraces, 
which serve a particular de-
sign purpose.

“The water flows down from 
the top of the mountain, which 
has terraces built into it cov-
ered with layers of pebbles and 
sand that filter and purify it,” 
explained Yasuaki Kohari, of 
Izu’s agricultural cooperative.

Once ready, the long roots, 
topped with a plume of round 
green leaves, are harvested by 
hand. The leaves are stripped 
off and the root, known as a 
rhizome, is carried away in 
baskets.

About half of the 550 tonnes 
of fresh wasabi grown in Japan 
last year came from Shizuoka, 
southwest of the capital Tokyo.

Wasabi grows naturally 
there and has been used in 
local cuisine for centuries.

Legend has it that it was 

especially loved and popular-
ised by 17th century shogun 
Ieyasu Tokugawa, a military 
ruler who was one of the uni-
fiers of Japan.

These days it is mostly pur-
chased by high-end restau-
rants in Tokyo and Osaka.

‘Spicy, but with sweet notes’ 
Wasabi is prepared by grat-

ing the root, usually on a small 
square device with fine metal 
teeth or topped with coarse 
sharkskin – a process done 
almost immediately before 
consumption, as its piquancy 
fades after about 20 minutes.

Its spiciness is produced by 
a chemical called allylisothio-
cyanate, which also gives mustard, 
radish and horseradish their 
pungency, and which scientists 
say has antibacterial properties.

It is usually served as a com-
plement to raw fish, or along-
side buckwheat soba noodles.

Toshiya matsushita, a sushi 
chef at a restaurant in central 
Tokyo with a month-long wait-
ing list, would never dream of 
using imitation wasabi.

“It feels powdery in your 
mouth and doesn’t have 
much flavour,” he said.

“Fresh wasabi not only masks 
the smell of the raw fish, but 
also heightens its flavour. It is 
spicy, but with sweet notes.”

But it doesn’t come cheap. He 
spends more than $700 a month 
on wasabi and uses one whole 
root a day, which he grates 
freshly for each order at his res-
taurant, Sushi matsushita.

“The taste, the texture and 
the spiciness are different ac-
cording to the way it is grat-
ed,” he said.

Not just a condiment 
Despite its enthusiasts, wasa-

bi remains largely the preserve 
of restaurants like matsushita’s 
–  but these have suffered along 
with the rest of the hospitality 
industry during the coronavi-
rus pandemic. 

So wasabi growers have 
been prompted to think of 
ways to expand their market.

Wholesalers have been sell-

ing their stock to supermarket 
chains, hoping to acquaint new 
customers with the taste of the 
unique product. But the high 
price continues to be a barrier, 
the farmer Shioya says.

Others, like Yamamoto Foods, 
around an hour’s drive from 
Shioya’s farm, offer wasabi-
based products that go beyond 
the root’s status as a condiment.

“You can also eat the stalks, 
the flowers, the leaves. We use 
all the parts, so people can re-
ally get to know this delicious 
product,” said store manager 
mayumi Yasumori.

The firm offers wasabi-infused 
olive oil, salt and mayonnaise, 
as well as shavings of wasabi to 
sprinkle on rice – and even was-
abi-flavoured ice cream.

“Wasabi shouldn’t just play 
a cameo in the kitchen,” said  
Yasumori. “It can also take the 
leading role.” AFP

Austria’s Fugging dreams of the quiet life under new name

An apprentice at Sushi Ginza Onodera restaurant grinds wasabi at the restaurant in Tokyo. AFP

A woman carries a container of wasabi at a farm in Ikadaba in the city of Izu, Shizuoka prefecture. AFP

The newly installed village name (Fugging) sign and an older one (F—ing) are seen at the Upper Austrian 
village of F—ing on December 14. AFP



15THE PHNOM PENH POST  december  18, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Talk up
  5 Ships’ wheels
 10 Kind of mitt
 14 “The Sun ___ Rises”
 15 Eastern church member
 16 Abysmal test score
 17 Pudding fruit
 18 Cottonlike fiber
 19 Assayers’ stuff
 20 Separated
 23 Driveway type
 24 Dutch pottery city
 27 Adaptable truck, for short
 28 Exotic berry in some diets
 31 Anger
 32 Vigor’s go-with
 34 Tributary of the Missouri River
 35 Beretta, for one
 36 What the detective did to his hair?
 40 Irving’s Van Winkle
 41 Gave one-to-four stars
 42 Mel whose “4” was retired
 43 Beverage in a yard
 44 Soon, to a bard
 45 Altar avowal

 47 Propensities
 49 Drug that relieves pain
 53 Out-and-out
 57 Radar image
 59 Be bombastic
 60 “I had no ___!”
 61 Garden path
 62 Golden Horde member
 63 Experienced
 64 Clothing
 65 Annoying night sound
 66 “... or ___!”
DOWN
  1 Thin, fibrous bark
  2 Earthenware jars
  3 Seize power illegally
  4 Diminutive hero of folklore
  5 Obstacle course impediment
  6 Create a statute
  7 VIP vehicle, for short
  8 Cause serious injury to
  9 Put one’s foot down
 10 Kind of layer
 11 Not heavy at all
 12 “... ___ he drove out of sight”
 13 Discouraging words

 21 “Dig in!”
 22 “Farewell, mon ami”
 25 Part of a balanced diet
 26 Camping shelter
 28 Bloodless, seemingly
 29 Joker, for one
 30 Long trailer?
 32 Curtain fabric
 33 About to happen
 34 Germany’s ___ von Bismarck
 36 Fiddler, for one
 37 Demagnetize a disk
 38 Blocker of “Bonanza”
 39 CBS drama (with “The”)
 45 “Is it hot ___ or is it just me?”
 46 Anonymous John
 48 Varieties
 49 Fragrance of roses
 50 Alpine call
 51 Year-end tunes
 52 Make jubilant
 54 Connected things?
 55 Persia, now
 56 Alliance acronym
 57 Short order, for short
 58 Asian language

“NEW WAVE” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

UNeScO lists couscous as 
intangible world heritage
c

OUScOUS, the berber 
dish beloved across 
northern Africa’s 
maghreb region and 

beyond, Wednesday joined the 
UN list of the world’s intangible 
cultural heritage.

The countries that submit-
ted the listing to UNeScO – 
Algeria, morocco, Tunisia and 
mauritania – may have their 
differences, but their com-
mon love of the grain staple 
runs deep.

“couscous, present at ev-
ery social or cultural event, is 
at once ordinary and special,” 
their joint presentation argued. 

“Ordinary because of the 
frequency of its use in a family 
setting, and special because 
of the unifying and propitia-
tory role it plays at conviv-
ial community occasions at 
which food is shared.”

bland by itself, couscous is 
served with meat or fish, spic-
ey stews, chickpeas and veg-
etables in a mouth-watering 
variety of dishes.

moroccan restaurant owner 
Hicham Hazzoum was among 
the couscous connoisseurs who 
applauded UNeScO’s honour.

“I think we are the only Arab 
countries to have a high regard 
for this dish,” he said. “It is impos-
sible not to eat it every Friday. 

“moroccans are crazy about 
couscous and even children 
love it. It shows that the cous-
cous flame will never go out.”

Across the region, couscous 
– also known as Seksu, Kusksi 
and Kseksu – is as elementary 

as rice or noodles are to Asian 
cuisine, the staple without 
which no meal is complete.

Arabic dictionaries have 
documented “Kuskusi” since 
the 19th century, though it is 
known to be far older.

The regional pride in cous-
cous found full expression 
in the countries’ joint nomi-
nation for the “knowledge, 
know-how and practices per-
taining to the production and 
consumption of couscous”.

“Women and men, young 
and old, sedentary and no-
madic, from rural or urban 
communities or from immi-
grant backgrounds all identify 
with this element,” it gushed.

“The ethos of couscous is the 
expression of community life.”

‘Great unifier’ 
Tunisian chef Taieb bou-

hadra said his country took 
pride in its different types of 
couscous.

“There are many varieties, 
almost every house has its 
own grain,” said the owner 
of el Ali restaurant, in the old 
city of Tunis.

couscous is prepared from 
wheat or barley, and some-
times from maize, millet or 
sorghum, which is ground 
into semolina. 

This is rolled into pellets which 
are sieved and later soaked and 
repeatedly steamed.

“Women, in particular, 
play a fundamental role in 
the preparation and con-
sumption of the dish, and in 

practising and preserving the 
related symbolic value sys-
tems,” said the paper.

The girls learn not only 
the techniques, but also “the 
songs, gestures, characteris-
tic oral expressions and ritual 
organisation” that go along 
with the process.

Algerian chef rabah Our-
rad said about making his 
couscous dishes: “I didn’t 
learn this in a cooking school. 
It’s decades of observing the 
mother, the sisters and all 
North African women who 
are experts in this.”

In an often fractious region, 
there were hopes the joint bid 
would strengthen a sense of 
common identity.

After Algeria sparked the ire 
of regional rival morocco four 
years ago by planning its own 
couscous nomination, the 
2020 bid was a cross-maghreb 
initiative.

Ourrad also passionately ar-
gued that couscous could serve 
as the region’s great unifier.

Algeria, morocco and Tu-
nisia all have their particular 
styles, he said, but adding: 
“We are all the same people, 
and the couscous is maghre-
bi, the couscous is ours.”

Not everyone was fully on 
board with the mushy cous-
cous diplomacy, including 
Hazzoum, the moroccan res-
taurant manager.

“I say this with all due re-
spect to other countries,” he 
said, “but moroccan cous-
cous is the best.” AFP

Tunisian chef Taieb Bouhadra presents a prepared traditional Tunisian lamb couscous dish at a restaurant in 
the Medina of Tunis. AFP

Love it or hate it, but on December 16 the grain staple passed another culinary milestone when UNESCO lists 
couscous as intangible world heritage. AFP
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Liverpool defeat Tottenham 
at Anfield, sits top of league 
J

ose mourinho said Tot-
tenham must learn to 
kill games off if they are 
to win a first league title 

in 60 years after roberto Fir-
mino’s late winner earned Liv-
erpool a 2-1 win over his side 
on Wednesday.

The brazilian’s towering 
header ended an 11-game un-
beaten league run for Totten-
ham and opened up a three-
point lead for the defending 
champions at the top of the 
Premier League table.

Liverpool enjoyed 76 per 
cent possession and had 11 
shots on goal to Tottenham’s 
two, but mourinho still be-
lieved spurs would have been 
deserving winners had they 
taken their chances early in 
the second half.

steven bergwijn hit the post 
and Harry Kane uncharacter-
istically headed a huge oppor-
tunity over at 1-1.

“A draw would be a bad re-
sult in relation to the perfor-
mance, so you can imagine 
how we feel with the defeat,” 
said mourinho, who had an 
exchange of words with Liv-
erpool boss Jurgen Klopp at 
full-time.

Liverpool are now 66 games 
unbeaten in the league at An-
field and showed why they 
remain the favourites in a 
wide-open title race with their 
ability to consistently win tight 
games late on.

“completely deserved,” said 
Klopp of his side’s victory. “A 
really good game against a 
top side, a counter-attacking 
monster.

Houllier tributes
before kick-off, the Liverpool 

support, players and officials 
paid their respects to former 

manager Gerard Houllier, who 
died earlier this week at 73.

Unusually kicking towards 
2,000 fans in the Kop in the first 
half, Liverpool made a storm-
ing start as they swarmed over 
spurs and could count them-
selves unfortunate not to have 
been out of sight by half-time.

Liverpool earned their luck 
for the opening goal when 
mohamed salah’s shot took 
a huge deflection off Toby 
Alderweireld and looped be-
yond the helpless Hugo Lloris 
in off the far post.

curtis Jones should have 
done better with a big chance 
to double the home side’s ad-
vantage moments later as Llor-
is was again well-positioned to 
make a comfortable save.

but the moment Tottenham 
had been waiting for to launch 

the counter-attack that has 
thrust them into title con-
tention, beating manchester 
United, manchester city and 
Arsenal in recent weeks, ar-
rived on 33 minutes.

Giovani Lo celso’s brilliant 
pass opened up a makeshift 
Liverpool backline with 19-
year-old rhys Williams part-
nering midfielder Fabinho in 
central defence.

son Heung-min timed his 
run to perfection to stay on-
side and coolly slotted past 
Alisson becker for his 14th 
goal of the season.

Having weathered the storm, 
spurs had the far better chances 
early in the second half. bergwi-
jn prodded wide from a narrow 
angle after Williams showed his 
inexperience by getting caught 
under a simple ball down the 

middle.
The dutch international had 

an even better sight of goal just 
after the hour mark when he 
hit the base of the post when 
clean through and from the 
resulting corner, Kane headed 
a glorious chance over.

Liverpool continued to 
enjoy more possession and 
nearly unpicked the lock of 
the Tottenham defence when 
sadio mane spun serge Aurier 
and crashed a rising shot off 
the bar.

but mourinho would be 
bitterly disappointed that his 
side were eventually undone 
by a set-piece as from Andy 
robertson’s corner, Firmino 
rose highest to silence the crit-
ics of his goal record with what 
could be one of the most im-
portant all season. AFP

Federer, serena eye special 40th birthday gifts in 2021
HAvinG endured a 2020 wipe-
out and seen rafael nadal equal 
his record of 20 Grand slams, 
roger Federer edges towards his 
40th birthday in 2021 with his 
eyes on an elusive olympic sin-
gles gold medal despite fears 
over his long-term fitness.

Federer played just one tour-
nament this year, a bumpy run 
to the semi-finals of the Aus-
tralian open, before knee sur-
gery put him on the sidelines.

The covid-19 pandemic, which 
caused a five-month shutdown 
as well as the cancellation of his 

beloved Wimbledon, forced him 
to call time on his season.

on the tour since 1998, Fed-
erer will be 40 on August 8, just 
a week after the men’s final at the 
rescheduled Tokyo olympics.

Unlike nadal, Federer hasn’t  
won a singles gold at the olym-
pics although he did capture 
the doubles title with fellow 
swiss stan Wawrinka in beijing 
in 2008.

nadal, whose 13th triumph 
at the delayed French open in 
october also took him to 20 
slams, has no doubt that his 
rival and close friend remains 
a force.

“He has nothing more to 
prove, he has already shown 
that whenever he is well he can 
play at the highest level,” said 
the 34-year-old spaniard.

Federer has other goals. His 
haul of 103 titles is just six short 
of Jimmy connors’ all-time 
mark of 109.

Another Grand slam title in 
2021 would also make him the 
oldest man ever to win a major.

Ken rosewall, who was 37 
years and 67 days old when he 
won the Australian open in 
1972, currently boasts that dis-
tinction.

if Federer is to break that mark 
then Wimbledon, where he has 
been victorious eight times, 
remains the most likely stage.

World number one novak 
djokovic will be most people’s 
choice for a ninth Australian 
open, whenever the tourna-
ment, still under a coronavirus 
shadow, takes place.

Federer admits that the 2021 
Grand slam season opener in 
melbourne may come too soon 
as his knee surgery recovery takes 
longer than expected.

“it’s a race against time. of 
course it would help if i had a 
little bit more time. but it’s 
going to be close,” Federer said 

at a weekend awards ceremony 
in switzerland.

“i would have hoped that i’d 
be at 100 per cent already in 
october. it will be a close call for 
the Australian open.”

nadal will be favourite to win 
again at roland Garros where 
he has 100 wins and just two 
losses in 15 years.

Federer is a five-time Us 
open winner but the last of his 
titles in new York came in 
2008.

novak djokovic was favourite 
to win a fourth Us open title in 
september before his infamous 
disqualification.

Serena eyes Court record
Us superstar serena Williams 

also reaches 40 in 2021 on sep-
tember 26 – two weeks after the 
conclusion of the Us open.

Williams will once again 
attempt to pull level with marga-
ret court as a 24-time Grand 

slam champion. Her last triumph 
at the majors came in Australia 
in 2017 when she was pregnant.

since then, it’s been a case of 
‘almost, but not quite’ with 
losses in all four slam finals she 
has reached.

Williams’s most recent Wim-
bledon victory – her seventh – 
was in 2016. Her last Us open 
win was in 2014 while her most 
recent title run in Paris was in 
2015.

in 2020, her Grand slam 
record was a mixed bag – a third 
round exit in Australia and an 
Achilles injury withdrawal after 
one win at roland Garros sand-
wiching a semi-final run at the 
Us open.

Having made her tour bow in 
1998, this year saw Williams fail 
to make a Grand slam final for 
the first time since 2006.

A former world number one, 
Williams ended 2020 at 11 in 
the world. AFP

GennAdY Golovkin can claim 
a slice of middleweight boxing 
history on Friday as he chases 
a record 21st successful defence 
against mandatory Polish chal-
lenger Kamil szeremeta in 
Florida.

The 38-year-old Golovkin 
(40-1-1, 35 knockouts) will 
move one clear of bernard 
Hopkins for the most ever 
defenses at 160 pounds if he 
takes care of business against 
the unbeaten szeremeta.

“it’s very exciting for any ath-
lete to set a new record, wheth-
er it’s the 21st defense or any 
other record, the fact you’re set-
ting a record is pleasing to me,” 
said Golovkin, the internation-
al boxing Federation middle-
weight champion.

The behind-closed-doors fight 
at the seminole Hard rock Hotel 
and casino is also an opportu-
nity for Golovkin to remind a 
worldwide audience that he 
remains a force in the division.

A solid but unspectacular 
unanimous decision victory 
over sergiy derevyanchenko in 
his last fight, in october 2019, 
fuelled the view that the hard-
hitting Golovkin is in decline.

even szeremeta (21-0, 5 
knockouts) risked tweaking the 
champion’s tail earlier this 

week by suggesting Golovkin 
was past his prime.

“We know his prime is behind 
him and i’m walking into my 
prime right now. He is still an 
extremely dangerous fighter 
and i need to remember this all 
the time,” said the 31-year-old 
szeremeta.

Golovkin appeared puzzled by 
szeremeta’s comments.

“Any athlete is entitled to his 
opinion. i can’t say if he’s con-
fused. but the fight on Friday will 
show whether he’s confused or 
not. When i spar, i feel great and 
as strong, powerful, tenacious 
and i have as much stamina as 
i had five years ago - maybe 
even better,” said Golovkin.

While Golovkin admits that the 
prospect of a third fight against 
mexican rival saul “canelo” Alva-
rez is increasingly unlikely, he is 
keen to fight on as his 40th birth-
day looms ever closer.

but the possibility of a third 
fight with canelo, who defeated 
Golovkin with a controversial 
majority decision in Las vegas 
in 2018, looks remote.

Golovkin said: “it’s been over 
two years that we’ve been throw-
ing this around. it’s not my fault 
that this fight has not taken place. 
but there is a possibility this fight 
might never happen.” AFP`

Liverpool’s midfielder Roberto Firmino (right) scores his team’s second goal in the league football match 
between Liverpool and Tottenham at Anfield on December 16. AFP

Williams and Federer take a selfie after their mixed doubles match 
during the Hopman Cup in Perth on January 1, 2019. AFP

Gennady Golovkin (right) dishes a right against Canelo Alvarez in their 
WBC, WBA and IBF middleweight championship fight. AFP

Golovkin eyes record, 
puzzled by opponent
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