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Tech giants told to pay income tax
May Kunmakara

M
INISTER of Posts and 
Telecommunications 
Chea Vandeth told inter-
national digital tech 

giants that the government will soon 
collect corporate income taxes from 
businesses based on their virtual eco-
nomic presence in the Kingdom.

The aim is to collect taxes on serv-
ices provided by firms that generate 

revenue from Cambodians but are 
not registered in Cambodia, accord-
ing to the ministry.

The minister’s remark follows a 
series of virtual discussions with 
cloud-service providers and major 
tech companies that were held 
between November 19 and December 
10, the ministry said in a press release.

Vandeth stressed to the companies 
that the government has the mecha-
nisms for effective tax collection on 

the digital services provided by inter-
national tech firms with no physical 
presence in Cambodia.

“[The ministry] would serve as a tech-
nical partner for the General Depart-
ment of Taxation [GDT] and the Minis-
try of Economy and Finance to 
contribute to the government’s tax rev-
enue mobilisation, particularly from 
digital and telecoms service providers,” 
the ministry quoted Vandeth as saying.

But Vandeth did not specify the 

planned date for the implementa-
tion of the tax.

At a meeting with Vandeth on Novem-
ber 4, GDT director-general Kong Vibol 
noted that the telecoms ministry and 
the GDT plan to “implement bilateral 
information exchange, share telecoms 
operators’ revenue data from the Data 
Management Centre [DMC], and pro-
vide technical support in enforcing tax 
obligations using the upcoming 
National Internet Gateway [NIG].

“[They] will jointly draft regula-
tions and build the technical capa-
bility to tax digital advertisements 
and services,” he said.

Anthony Galliano, the group CEO 
of financial services firm Cambodian 
Investment Management Holding Co 
Ltd, said online businesses are rap-
idly growing on the backs of internet 
adoption and the digitalisation of 

ILO: Asia-Pacific 
region sees 81M 
jobs lost in 2020
A TOTAL of 81 million jobs are 
estimated to have been lost in 
Asia-Pacific countries this year 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
says the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO).

In its “Asia-Pacific Employ-
ment and Social Outlook 2020: 
Navigating the crisis towards 
a human-centred future of 
work” report released on 
December 15, the organisation 
said the pandemic hit workers 
in various ways, with many 
forced into shorter working 
hours amid a shrinking job 
growth market.

In the report, it said it was 
“estimated that employment in 
the Asia and the Pacific region 
in 2020 will drop by 4.2 per cent 
to 1.839 billion persons from 
the pre-crisis estimate of 1.920 
billion employed”.

By extrapolation, this would 
imply “an expected jobs gap of 
81 million across the region”.

“The impact of the crisis has 
been far-reaching, with under-
employment surging as mil-
lions of workers are asked to 
work reduced hours or no 
hours at all,” it said.

Working hours in the Asia-
Pacific were reduced by an esti-
mated 15.2 per cent in the sec-
ond quarter of this year, and by 
10.7 per cent in the third quar-
ter, compared to before the 
pandemic, said ILO.

“Working-hour losses are 
also influenced by the mil-
lions of persons moving out-

side the labour force or into 
unemployment as job crea-
tion in the region collapsed,” 
it said, noting that the region-
al unemployment rate could 
increase to 5.2-5.7 per cent 
this year, compared to 4.4 per 
cent last year.

ILO assistant director-gen-
eral and regional director for 
the Asia-Pacific, Chihoko Asa-
da Miyakawa, said inadequate 
social security coverage and 
institutional capacity in many 
countries had become a chal-
lenge to companies and work-
ers needing to bounce back.

She said: “The situation [is] 
also exacerbated when a large 
number of workers remains in 
the informal economy.

“These pre-crisis weaknesses 
have left far too many exposed 
to the pain of economic inse-
curity when the pandemic hit 
and inflicted its toll on working 
hours and jobs.”

The report revealed that the 
crisis also saw a larger impact 
in the decline of working 
hours and employment on 
female workers.

“Young people have also 
been especially affected by 
working-hour and job losses. 
The youth share in the overall 
employment loss was three to 
18 times higher than their 
share in total employment,” 
it said.

Senior economist at the ILO

‘Cash for poor’ scheme extended 
Mom Kunthear

THE government is set to 
implement a fourth round of 
cash payments to poor and 
vulnerable people affected 
by the Covid-19 pandemic, 
with disbursements to be 
made during January to 
March of next year from a 
$200 million reserve fund. 

During his address to the 

nation on December 15, Prime 
Minister Hun Sen announced 
that the second phase of the 
third round of Covid-relief 
payments would conclude at 
the end of this year. But as the 
situation had yet to subside, 
the government decided to 
extend the programme for 
another three months. 

“The Cambodian govern-
ment has never ignored our 

poor people. Please remem-
ber that we do not leave any-
one to starve,” he said. 

The government first 
launched the cash-handout 
programme on June 25 
through the Ministry of Social 
Affairs, Veterans and Youth 
Rehabilitation, distributing 
nearly 95 billion riel ($23 mil-
lion) to 538,380 impoverished 
families, followed by 106 bil-

lion riel (nearly $26 million) 
to 598,512 families in July.

In a second round of subsi-
dies enacted in August, the 
government provided almost 
115 billion riel ($28 million) to 
644,665 families. In Septem-
ber, payments eclipsed 118 
billion riel ($28.8 million) to 
661,684 families. 

continued – page 11

Victory salute
indian army officials perform during a ceremony to mark ‘Vijay diwas’, which commemorates the victory over pakistan during the 1971 war 
that led to the independence of bangladesh, at the eastern command headquarters of Fort William in Kolkata on Wednesday. AFP
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Mom Kunthear

THe ministry of education, Youth and 
Sport and the secretariat of the Nation-
al committee for counter Trafficking 
(NccT) have cooperated to incorpo-
rate human trafficking-related lessons 
into the primary school and high 
school level curriculum next year. 

education ministry spokesman 
ros Soveacha told The Post on 
december 16 that the ministry has 
disseminated contents on the rele-
vant rights, laws and international 
conventions into some subjects 
such as social studies, ethics, civics 
in Khmer language and science.  

“Hopefully, students learn about 
the ways to stop human trafficking 
in school and among youths evey-
where,” he said.

Soveacha added that other than the 
human trafficking containment 
measures, the ministry had also 
incorporated other relevant contents 
such as drug, criminal, and sexual 
and human trafficking offences into 
the curriculum. 

chou bun eng, ministry of Interior 
secretary of state and permanent 
vice-chair of the NccT, told The Post 
on december 16 that the NccT had 
participated in preparing and finish-
ing relevant documents. 

“So, they [education officials] will 
publish them and train school 
teachers how to incorporate these 

documents into the school curricu-
lum. 

“We will start letting students study 
[these documents] next year. I think 
that this is a program that can edu-
cate everyone in cambodia. 

She said no matter if they are old or 
young, or if they are students, we 
want them to learn about human 
trafficking and defend themselves 
when necessary.

She added that incorporating 
knowledge on human trafficking con-
tainment and sexual exploitation into 
the primary school and high school 
curriculum is a good method. 

bun eng said the human traffick-
ing situation is still active because 
it is a cross-border crime that hap-
pens not only in cambodia but also 
in many countries. 

She pointed out that criminals had 

methods and tricks to persuade and 
encourage people to engage in their 
activities to their advantage. 

cambodian Independent Teachers’ 
Association (cITA) president Ouk 
chhayavy welcomed the move, but she 
wanted human trafficking-related 
information to be disseminated to 
parents, guardians and citizens.

“It will enable our children or stu-
dents to defend themselves from 
human trafficking or from being cheat-
ed and exploited as forced labour. 

“Parents and citizens in communi-
ties should learn about how to defend 
themselves because the problem of 
human trafficking isn’t the fault of 
those little students,” she said.

She added that all people including 
children, adults and the old genera-
tion have to learn about how to pre-
vent human trafficking.

Gov’t plans recruit 
of more covid-19 
volunteer doctors 
Niem Chheng

P
rIme minister Hun Sen 
advised three relevant min-
isters to discuss increas-
ing the number of doctors 

in preparation for the fight against 
covid-19 next year.

He also requested that volun-
teer doctors and contractual doc-
tors who are currently fighting the 
covid-19 pandemic in cambodia 
be fully integrated into the existing 
state framework. 

His remarks came on december 15 
in an address to the nation wherein 
he updated the public on the covid-
19 situation in cambodia and also 
announced a covid-19 vaccine pur-
chase to be completed in 2021.  

He advised minister of economy 
and Finance Aun Pornmoniroth, 
minister of Health mam bun Heng 
and minister of civil Service Prum 
Sokha to further discuss how best to 
organise cambodia’s doctors for the 
fight against covid-19. 

“One possibility is to adjust the 
size of the civil servant workforce 
recruitment. I am willing to reduce 
the number of recruits at other in-
stitutions in order to increase the 
number of doctor recruits. but His 
excellency mam bun Heng should 
first check into training existing 
doctors in this area and then recruit 
additional doctors we need in order 
to fight against covid-19,” he said.

Hun Sen said the three minis-
ters also had to discuss how many 
medical workers might be needed 
for covid-19-related duties. He 
stated clearly that those who are to 
be given government salaries and 
receive training have to then carry 
out work to fight covid-19, even if 
their prior background was in a 
different [non-medical] profession 
and they had previously developed 
different job skills.

“It doesn’t hurt cambodia to have 
more doctors. but do not bring in 
doctors just to get them on the pay-
roll and then let them get out of do-
ing the work. No, we don’t want them. 
The conditions of hiring them are 
they must serve in the fight against 
covid-19, and only those who do so 
will be welcome to join,” he said.

In a more than three-hour speech, 
the prime minister laid out plans 
for the next year in the fight againt 
covid-19. He paid special compli-
ment to the Institut Pasteur du 
cambodge (IPc) for their work on 
cambodia’s covid-19 testing pro-
gramme, particularly in the wake of 
the so-called November 28 incident 
that saw the arrival of community 
transmission of the disease. The IPc 
has tested samples from every per-
son involved in the incident. 

He also praised the US center for 
disease control and Prevention 
(cdc), World Health Organisation 
and other partner organisations for 

their contributions to cambodia’s 
covid-19 response.  

Health ministry spokeswoman Or 
Vandine could not be reached for 
comment on december 16 on how 
many volunteer doctors are involved 
in covid-19-related work. 

There have been some past indica-
tions that the number of volunteers 
involved is quite large. For example, 
in late march, Hun Sen met with 422 
medical staff and students who had 
already volunteered to take part in 
the mission to stop covid-19. 

A senior ministry of civil Service 
official, who asked not to be named, 
said the health ministry would 
normally be the deciding author-

ity regarding how many volunteer 
doctors need to be recruited, with 
the civil service ministry preparing 
terms and references for them.

The official said volunteer doctors 
who had joined the fight against 
covid-19 are currently receiving 
some payments according to their 
individual contracts, along with 
some additional incentive money. 

Transparency International cam-
bodia executive director Pech Pisey 
supported the volunteer programme. 
He said it will help train young spe-
cialists and provided experience for 
them that would be of value to their 
careers and to their patients when 
they eventually settled into perma-

nent positions in future. 
However, he wants the recruiting 

process to be transparent and would 
prefer that the doctors involved re-
main as volunteers. He said the de-
cisions regarding the inclusion of 
these doctors in the state employ-
ment system should be made ac-
cording to practical need. 

“It is more important to strength-
en the effectiveness of the present 
labour force that each ministry al-
ready has. The collection and prop-
er allocation of resources is the key 
to ensuring that there is sufficient 
staffing in government offices to 
provide public services, especially 
in remote areas,” he said.

New contact-tracing 
scare amid recoveries
Mom Kunthear

THe ministry of Health has urged peo-
ple who visited the Hidden coffee 
shop in Teuk Thla commune of Phnom 
Penh’s Sen Sok district on december 
4 to go to the National Institute of Pub-
lic Health for covid-19 testing and to 
self-quarantine for 14 days.

The ministry’s call came after an indi-
vidual who tested positive for covid-19 
on december 4 had visited the coffee 
shop around 3:30pm prior to the test.

Separately, the ministry also said in 
a press release on december 16 that 
seven more people have recovered 
from covid-19.

Five of the recovered patients were 
connected to the November 28 com-
munity incident – a reference to the 
first confirmed case of community 
transmission of covid-19. Among them 
is the 12-year-old grandson of director-
general of prisons chhem Savuth.

The second is a 36-year-old cambo-
dian man living in the borey Peng 
Huot gated community who is Savuth’s 
driver. The third is a 30-year-old man 
from chbar Ampov district’s Nirouth 
commune who is Savuth’s assistant. 

The fourth is a 36-year-old woman liv-
ing in chamkarmon district’s Tuol 
Tompoung I commune who is the wife 
of the deputy director of the department 
of prisons. The fifth is a 22-year-old man 
from meanchey district’s chak Angre Leu 
commune who is an employee of the 
Pedro footwear and accessories store on 
Sihanouk boulevard in Phnom Penh.

One of the two recovered patients 
who were not involved in the Novem-
ber 28 incident is a 62-year-old cam-
bodian-American woman living in Tuol 

Sangke commune of Phnom Penh’s 
russey Keo district who arrived in cam-
bodia from the US via South Korea on 
November 26. The second is a 42-year-
old American man living in Sen Sok 
district’s Teuk Thla commune who had 
travelled from china on November 20.

The ministry confirmed that all 
seven individuals were discharged 
from the Khmer-Soviet Friendship 
Hospital after each twice tested neg-
ative for covid-19.

regarding the November 28 com-
munity incident and the govern-
ment’s response, Prime minister Hun 
Sen praised the frontline health offi-
cials, as well as public servants across 
the country who participated in pre-
venting an outbreak.

“I am really very proud of health 
officials and officials from all sectors 
who have brought this event under 
control,” Hun Sen said.

According to the prime minister, 
18,828 people across the country 
were directly or indirectly affected by 
the November 28 incident.

As of december 16, cambodia had 
recorded a total of 362 covid-19 cases, 
with 43 remaining hospitalised including 
the 41 community transmission cases. 

The ministry also issued instruc-
tions for more than 1,000 officials of 
the interior ministry and staff mem-
bers of cathay United bank and the 
bank of china to submit to a third 
and final test on december 18.

Tests will be conducted at the inte-
rior ministry throughout the entire 
day in order to avoid crowding. min-
istry officials will be tested first, start-
ing at 7am, and testing of bank staff 
will occur from 10am onwards.

Students to 
learn info 
on human 
trafficking

Volunteer doctors durng a meeeting with Prime Minister Hun Sen at the Peace Palace in Phnom Penh in March. CounCil of ministers

A student studies in her classroom at Tuol Tompoung  Secondary School in Phnom 
Penh’s Chamkarmon district. HenG CHiVoAn
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Continued from page 1

The third round began in October, 
with 120 billion riel ($29.3 million) 
given to 674,146 families. And in 
November, government support rose 
again to nearly 126 billion riel ($30.7 
million) for 703,592 families. 

“According to figures by social affairs 
minister Vong Sauth, the total budget 
since the beginning of the programme 
has exceeded 674 billion riel, or 
roughly $165 million,” Hun Sen said.

The prime minister challenged 
detractors of the government’s poli-
cies to come forward and acknowl-
edge the work being done. People in 
need of assistance can hold out hope 
as payments will continue, he said, 
and if the situation has not improved 
by march, the government will be 
prepared to act further.

cambodian Institute for democracy 
president Pa chanroeun lauded the 
continuation of subsidies and support 
programmes for the poor and those 
whose livelihoods had been impacted 
by covid-19. People living near or 
below the poverty line face the most 
serious problems, he said.

“I think this is a good policy. It’s 
important for the government to take 
action to help them. For the poorest, it’s 
a matter of survival. It’s good to see the 
government continuing work to address 
their livelihoods,” he said.

chanroeun requested, however, 
that the cash payments be made in a 
transparent, accountable and equita-
ble manner so as to prevent discrimi-
nation against people with sensitive 
political affiliations or any other 
improprieties.

Aid in hands of 
poor families 
in need, will go 
on if necessary

Kingdom receives $97m investment 
for inter-provincial irrigation project
Niem Chheng

m
INISTer of economy 
and Finance Aun Porn-
moniroth said the gov-
ernment welcomed 

investments worth €80 million ($97 
million) from the european Invest-
ment bank (eIb) for the Irrigated 
Agriculture Improvement Project 
(IAIP) in cambodia. 

He regarded this project as a cru-
cial step towards improving living 
conditions and agricultural produc-
tion in the country.

The Asian development bank 
(Adb), eIb, eU and the cambodian 
government will be joining hands to 
implement the project.

In a press release on december 15, 
the eIb said the purpose of IAIP is to 
modernise water supply infrastruc-
ture and irrigation systems in rural 
cambodia.

Pornmoniroth said: “The IAIP will 
also allow cambodia to become 
more adaptive to climate change, 
and improve the way we manage 
our water for agricultural purposes 
and practices. 

“The project is an efficient model 
of how different partners can unite 
around a single vision and work to-
wards a more resilient and prosper-
ous cambodia.”

The IAIP will benefit nearly 200,000 
people in five provinces, covering 
51,000ha of arable land.

The project has a target of reduc-
ing rural poverty and contribute to 
sustainable agricultural practices 
and food security.

eIb media officer Tibor Jona told 
The Post on december 16 that the 

five target provinces are battam-
bang, Kampong cham, Kampong 
Thom, Takeo and Kampot.

eIb vice-president christian Ket-
tel Thomsen, who is responsible for 
operations in cambodia, said the 
technical and financing support of 
the project would make cambodia 
stronger, safer and more resilient to 
the effects of climate change. 

“The project will also help to ad-
dress the post-covid-19 green re-

covery needs of cambodia. The eIb 
is very proud to be recognised as a 
strong partner of the royal Govern-
ment of cambodia,” he said.

Likewise, eU ambassador to cam-
bodia carmen moreno said the proj-
ect aims to boost agricultural pro-
duction and increase climate and 
disaster resilience. Also, it would 
provide the country with critical 
technical engagement and the tools 
to improve its water governance.

“With this new project, Team eu-
rope continues to support cambo-
dia in its inclusive and green recov-
ery efforts after covid-19,” she said.

She added that the project is an 
essential part of the economic sec-
tor in the Kingdom.

According to eIb, IAIP is the third 
project it has invested in cambodia 
since its presence in the Kingdom in 
2018. The projects have a total in-
vestment value of $271 million.

The Irrigated Agriculture Improvement Project (IAIP) will benefit nearly 200,000 people in five provinces, covering 51,000ha of 
arable land. hENG ChIVOAN

Kim Sarom

POLIce sent a man to the Kam-
pot Provincial court on de-
cember 16 after he was arrested 
the previous day for allegedly 
writing Facebook posts insult-
ing King Norodom Sihamoni, 
Prime minister Hun Sen and 
several provincial police chiefs. 

The man was identified as 
a 25-year-old resident of Kep 
commune in neighbouring 
Kep province.  

Kep provincial deputy po-
lice chief Poung Sokheng said 
the suspect was sent to the 
Kampot Provincial court af-
ter questioning. 

Sokheng said the legal basis 
for the man’s referral to court 
were his confessions to writing 
the insulting Facebook posts. 

“We sent the case to court 
in connection with two of-
fences. The first is incitement 
to discriminate and the other 
is public defamation on social 
media,” he said.

during questioning, the 
suspect said he wrote the Fa-
cebook post as a revenge on 
his girlfriend who had left him 
for another man. He said the 
break-up led him to create a 
new Facebook profile using 
the names of his ex-girlfriend’s 
parents, along with their pho-
tos, where he wrote the posts 
insulting the King and others. 

Sokheng added that the ac-
cused had also written rude 

words about the provincial 
police chiefs of Kandal, Kep 
and Kampot.  

The man, Sokheng said, want-
ed to frame his ex-girlfriend’s 
parents for the offenses and get 
them in trouble as revenge.  

He said provincial police 
had cooperated with special-
ists from the Anti-cybercrime 
department under the minis-
try of the Interior to identify 
the suspect over the past year.

As part of the investigation, 
they had called in the ex-
girlfriend and her parents for 
questioning multiple times. 

Sokheng said the suspect, 
who initially denied that the 
Facebook account belonged to 
him, had first created a fake Fa-
cebook profile to author the in-
sulting posts back in 2017.  early 
on, the suspect’s posts were not 
offensive enough to attract the 
attention of the authorities but 
they had gotten progressively 
worse over the past six months.  

Anti-cybercrime department 
director chea Pov told The Post 
on december 16 that prior to 
his detention, the suspect had 
already written criticisms and 
insults about police officials on 
his own Facebook account. 

“He had used rude words 
insulting senior officials of 
the National Police,” he said.

The suspect was arrested in 
Kep after his identity was con-
firmed and an official com-
plaint filed against him.

Facebook post insulting 
King lands man in court

business arbiter’s move online a success
Mom Kunthear

THe National commercial 
Arbitration centre (NcAc) has 
announced the success of its 
first online hearing for com-
mercial dispute resolution as 
part of a new pattern of service 
delivery enacted in response to 
the covid-19 crisis.

According to an NcAc press 
release on december 16, the 
two-day oral hearing was con-
ducted on december 3 and 4 
with 30 participants including 
a three-member arbitration 
tribunal, representatives and 
counsel of the disputant par-
ties, witnesses and members of 
the NcAc’s general secretariat.

Participants in the hearing at-
tended from cambodia, macau, 
china, Hungary and Japan. The 
dispute involved foreign parties 
in a financial transaction relat-
ing to a real estate deal.

The press release declared 
that the success of the new 
procedure illustrates the 
NcAc’s ability to innovate 
effective administration of 
arbitration cases in response 
to the new norm of service 
delivery caused by covid-19.

The third-party joinder pro-
vision of the NcAc arbitra-
tion rules was also applied for 
the first time in this case.

bun Youdy, president of the 
NcAc, told The Post on de-
cember 16 that he was proud 
of the NcAc upholding its 
commitment to deliver an ef-

fective mechanism for com-
mercial dispute resolution 
despite ongoing challenges re-
lated to the global pandemic.  

“Thanks to significant in-
vestment that NcAc made 
into the IT infrastructure since 
the beginning of this year and 
to serious preparation by our 
General Secretariat, we are 
pleased to achieve a new mile-
stone in terms of service deliv-
ery in helping businesses re-
solving disputes,” Youdy said. 

He confirmed that prior to 
the outbreak of covid-19, the 
NcAc resolved disputes on-
site and in-person, and some 

hearings at the centre were 
ongoing as the pandemic un-
folded. but with this initial 
case being heard online, the 
NcAc is following a trend es-
tablished by its international 
counterparts.

“There were complications 
in conducting these online 
hearings because partici-
pants were spread across dif-
ferent time zones – some in 
europe, some in cambodia, 
some in china and some in 
Japan. We spent a lot of time, 
but the hearing was conduct-
ed successfully and without 
any problems,” he said.

The NcAc is a non-profit 
institution established by the 
2006 Law on commercial Ar-
bitration. The organisation 
seeks to provide businesses 
with an impartial and effec-
tive alternative to the cam-
bodian court system for the 
resolution of commercial dis-
putes. currently, more than 
60 arbitrators of various na-
tionalities have been admit-
ted to the NcAc panel.

Since officially beginning 
operations in 2013, the NcAc 
has mediated 25 cases, with a 
total sum in dispute exceed-
ing $72 million.

The NCAC is a non-profit institution established by the 2006 Law on Commercial Arbitration. pOST STAFF
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rare species losing habitats
Soth Koemseoun 

b
IrdLIFe International 
cambodia Programme 
has expressed concern 
about the presence of 

humans that are possibly dis-
rupting the nesting of lesser ad-
jutant storks in Lumphat Wild-
life Sanctuary in ratanakkiri 
province, a region under serious 
threat from habitat loss and dis-
ruption due to human activities. 

They became concerned af-
ter examining five lesser adju-
tant nests and discovered that 
two of those nests had failed, 
meaning that the storks’ that 
had built those nests mating 
efforts had not resulted in any 
live offspring.

bou Vorsak, cambodia Pro-
gramme manager at birdlife 
International, said on de-
cember 16 that the lesser ad-
jutant stork is vulnerable, but 
in recent years it had been 
breeding successfully at the 
Lumphat Wildlife Sanctuary.

He added that compared to 
2019, the number of nests has 
significantly decreased, pri-
marily due to loss of habitat 
to humans who are engaged 
in activities like mining and 
quarrying in the area. 

experts are now attempting 
to more closely monitor the re-
maining storks’ movements in 
order to determine where the 
others might have relocated to.

“We will try to restore the 
habitat that has been lost 
due to industrial activity and 
other disruptions. We will in-

form the government about 
the impact of these activities, 
particularly the ministry of 
environment along with other 
relevant ministries. Hopefully 
we can work together to re-
duce these activities and their 
harmful impacts,” he said.

According to Vorsak, Lum-
phat Wildlife Sanctuary is a 
good place for conservation 
work and normally well-
suited to the presence of this 
species. He called for the par-
ticipation of all organisations, 
communities, local authori-
ties and relevant ministries to 
protect the sanctuary, which 
is an invaluable part of cam-
bodia’s natural heritage.

The ministry of environ-
ment’s secretary of state and 

spokesman Neth Pheaktra said 
on december 16 that Lesser 
Adjutant is under the conser-
vation of the ministry of envi-
ronment in partnership with 
several civil society organisa-
tions, all with the shared goal of 
conserving cambodia’s natural 
resources and environment, as 
well as a shared love for cam-
bodia’s wildlife. Stakeholders 
will continue to try to conserve 
all of cambodia’s remaining 
rare animals by working to-
gether to address these issues. 

“We have the same concerns 
as birdLife International about 
the lesser adjutant. It is facing 
significant challenges. The 
best way to address these chal-
lenges is to take active steps 
like enforcing the relevant 

laws and education outreach 
to the community about the 
conservation of these birds. 

According to Pheaktra, the 
preservation of wildlife and 
forest habitat will make for a 
healthy ecosystem which will 
boost eco-tourism by making 
cambodia a more attractive 
destination to experience na-
ture’s beauty. 

Along with educating the 
public about the benefits of 
conservation, Pheaktra said 
that the relevant authorities 
must stay vigilant and work to 
prevent forest crimes such as 
illegal hunting because strong 
deterrence through swift ap-
prehension and punishment 
of offenders is important to 
the success of these efforts.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

According to a weather forecast 
by the ministry of Water re-
sources and meteorology on de-
cember 16, the provinces close 
to dangrek mountain range 
and the northeastern plateau of 
cambodia will see a tempera-
ture drop to 17 degree celsius or 
lower from december 20-22. 

The forecast followed observa-
tion of high pressure from china 
which is moving downward. be-
sides, Northeastern monsoon 
winds are gathering speed blow-
ing towards cambodia.  

The ministry said these two 
factors would cause the tem-
perature in cambodia to drop 
to 17c or lower, especially in 
the dangrek mountain range 
and northeastern areas. 

during this time, some prov-
inces in the southern central 
plains and the coastal areas will 
see medium-to-heavy rain. 

“When the weather is cold, cit-
izens and troops who are living 
and stationing in the dangrek 
mountain range and northeast-

ern plateau, please pay more at-
tention to take good care of your 
health,” the ministry said. 

ratanakkiri provincial water 
resources department director 
chan bunthoeun told The Post 
that the temperature in north-
eastern provinces had dropped 
to 17c for only two days. 

On the morning of decem-
ber 15, the temperature in the 
provinces had risen to 22c. 

“The 17c temperature for res-
idents in ratanakkiri province is 
normal. It is not cold or freezing 
because in december last year, 
the temperature in our province 
dropped to 13c,” he said.

Preah Vihear provincial wa-
ter resources department di-
rector chab Koy said the same 
is true of the province. 

“I think that probably there 
is no cold season for this year, 
because the 17-18c tempera-
tures don’t make our resi-
dents in the province close to 
the dangrek mountain range 
feel cold,” he said, adding the 
province had a temperature 
of 23c with no rainfall.

Temperatures set to 
drop for the weekend

Second-hand sweaters are sold at Boeung Keng Kang market. HONG MENEA

Storks at Lumphat Wildlife Sanctuary in Ratanakkiri province are threatened by development. BIRdlIfE cAMBOdIA
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T
HE Ministry of Envi-
ronment and several 
non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) 

working on environmental 
issues in Cambodia have 
expressed concern over the 
growing amount of plastic 
waste in Cambodia’s water-
ways, as many fishermen are 
now complaining that they 
have caught more rubbish than 
fish over the past five years.

Ministry spokesman Neth 
Pheaktra told The Post that 
plastic waste was of common 
concern all over the world, in-
cluding in Cambodia. 

An analysis of the global 
consumption trends of plastic 
products indicates that plastic 
waste will increase from 400 
million tonnes per year to 600 
million tonnes by 2025. Bar-
ring some drastic government 
intervention or change in pol-
icy regarding plastic products, 
Cambodia will have to deal 
with its share of this increase.

Pheaktra said disposal of plastic 
waste into bodies of water had 
become a serious issue in Cam-
bodia and solving this problem 
will require commitment from 
all stakeholders. Long-term 
damage could be done to Cam-
bodia’s waters if plastic contin-
ues to accumulate there.

“Disposal of rubbish into wa-
ter sources not only harms the 
environment, but also the bio-
diversity of life within the water. 
At this point, we have dissemi-
nated education and guidance 
to the people,” he said.

While the problem of plas-
tic waste will be a challenge, 
Pheaktra said the most im-
portant factors in overcom-
ing it will be educating people 
to implement proper waste 
management practices, en-
couraging waste recycling 
and getting people to reduce 
their use of plastics.

“The practice of separating 
different kinds of rubbish at 
home and at work is a neces-
sary step to be able to efficient-
ly recycle plastic waste. We 

know that plastic waste does 
not decompose easily, but 
when it does decompose it still 
has a significant impact on the 
environment [as micro-plastic 
particles]. We must strengthen 
measures to limit the use of 
plastic and the importation of 
unnecessary plastic,” he said.

According to the UN Devel-
opment Program (UNDP), 80 
per cent of the rubbish found 
on Cambodia’s coast consists of 
plastic waste. The organisation 
is concerned that plastic waste 
will have a serious impact on the 
coastal environment, not only 
destroying its beauty but also 
its ecology and biodiversity.

UNDP Resident Represen-
tative Nick Beresford said: 
“Cambodia is not a major 
producer of plastic products 
and most plastic items are 
imported. At the same time, 
Cambodia does not yet have 
adequate infrastructure or 
sufficiently advanced tech-
nologies for waste manage-
ment and recycling. 

“Action is required to reduce 
the volume of plastic waste in 
Cambodia and to better manage, 
recycle or reuse it. First, the 
import and sale of single-use 
plastic can be more strictly reg-
ulated and we all need to sig-
nificantly cut down on our use 
of single-use plastic and adopt 
sustainable alternatives.”

In its Facebook post on 

December 8, the nature con-
servation organisation Won-
ders of the Mekong said there 
seems to be far fewer fish in 
the water in recent years – a 
contrast to an old Cambodian 
saying that has been repeated 
for generations: “Where there 
is water, there are fish.” 

“There are many kinds of 
rubbish that fishermen catch 
from the river now, but not 
many fish. As the population 
grows, so does the amount 
of rubbish, especially plastic 
waste,” the organisation said.

It explained that one reason 
that so much rubbish ends up 
in the water is the presence of 
many families living along 
the banks of the rivers and 
lakes who toss it in the water 
to dispose of it. 

The residents, it said, may 
not be aware that the rubbish 
they dispose of in the river daily 
mostly sinks to the bottom of the 
river, eventually killing the fish 
that every Cambodian has tra-
ditionally relied on as one of the 
nation’s primary sources of food. 

The organisation also posted 
several photos taken from the 
Tonle Sap River in Prek Ta Sek 
commune in Phnom Penh’s 
Chroy Changvar district, showing 
some of the rubbish pulled by 
fishermen from the river that 
had already managed to en-
tangle and kill fish.

Wonders of the Mekong 

implored people living near 
bodies of water to stop using 
the water as a rubbish dump. 

“Please consider choosing 
other options, such as keep-
ing rubbish in the house be-
fore the rubbish collection 
agency collects it.

“We can all be part of the 
solution to these problems. 
We can work together to keep 
our rivers healthy and ensure 
a sustainable source of high-
protein food [fish] for the fu-
ture,” it said.

However, according to 
Pheaktra, recycling rubbish in 
Cambodia today is still prob-
lematic because the country 
does not have the necessary 
recycling facilities and cur-
rently could only recycle 10 
per cent of its total recyclable 
waste output.

Court auctions factories 
Nov Sivutha

THE Kandal Provincial Court 
has put two factories up for 
auction with proceeds from the 
sales set to compensate work-
ers who have gone unpaid. 

Dignity Knitter Limited and 
Eco Best Factory in Takhmao 
town’s Sitbou commune in 
Kandal province will be auc-
tioned on December 29, accord-
ing to a court notification on 
December 14. Paper and verbal 
bids will be accepted in a hear-
ing at the courthouse with bid-
ding starting at $1,777,000.

“During this time, members of 
the public may view detailed 
documents of movable property 
contained in the facilities and 
valuation reports. They may also 
make on-site inspections from the 
date of this public announcement 
up to three days before the date of 
auction,” the notification said.

Court spokesman So Sarin 
explained that the court had 
decided to confiscate and sell the 
properties after ruling in favour 

of an unspecified number of 
plaintiffs. Court records indicate 
that complaints were filed by 
garment workers who alleged 
that they had not been paid wages 
for several months. The court 
determined they were unpaid 
creditors of the businesses.

“After receiving money from 
this auction, [the court] will pay 
it back to creditors,” he said.

Sarin said he did not have 
details of this case at hand, but 
many such cases are being 
brought before the courts.

“Workers cannot file court 
complaints resulting in the con-
fiscation of property if their case 
is without merit.  Regarding this 
case, the property is being put 
up for sale in accordance with 
legal procedures. The provincial 
court and relevant authorities 
joined these workers to resolve 
this problem,” he said.

Collective Union of Move-
ment of Workers president Pav 
Sina said the managers of 
these two factories may have 
fled without paying wages and 

other benefits to workers.
He noted that the provincial 

court decided its course of 
action after the employers failed 
to come forward to take respon-
sibility for the matter and offer 
compensation to workers.

Sina did not know precisely 
how many workers were 
affected or for how long they 
had gone unpaid. 

He said addressing the issue by 
auctioning confiscated property 
would help alleviate the workers’ 
grievances, but it cannot guar-
antee that they will receive suf-
ficient payments to fully com-
pensate them for lost benefits.

“[The court] has decided to 
put the properties up for auction, 
but it is conceivable that other 
factory owners might follow this 
example. [In this case, employ-
ers] evaded their responsibili-
ties and ran away, leaving the 
court to decide the case. 

“This is not a good prece-
dent. If cases like this continue 
to occur, workers stand to lose 
the most,” he said.

Orm Bunthoeurn

THE ministries of Environment 
and Interior have jointly estab-
lished a new working group to 
review and integrate sanitation 
and environmental measures 
into the so-called Safe Village/
Commune policy. The govern-
ment hopes to inspire resi-
dents to address hygiene and 
solid waste management in 
communities nationwide.

According to an inter-min-
isterial prakas, the group is 
tasked with studying and 
revising mechanisms for im-
plementing the Safe Village/
Commune policy which seeks 
to promulgate awareness of 
environmental issues and ad-
dress evolving situations like 
crime and public health.

Environment ministry spokes-
man Neth Pheaktra described 
environmental cleanliness and 
community hygiene as essential. 
The task force will provide com-
munities with training and tools 
to implement practices for keep-
ing villages clean and safe.

“It is important that we foster 
an integration of knowledge and 
respect for the environment, 
including waste management, 
hygienic living and participa-
tion in proper rubbish disposal 
and clean-up efforts in villages 
and communes,” he said.

Pheaktra explained that 
environmental sanitation in-
cludes a focus on the manage-
ment of urban and rural solid 
waste. The ministry has ob-
served that only 50 per cent of 

waste is taken to landfills for 
proper disposal, with the rest 
burned, buried or dumped 
improperly, he said.

Preah Sihanouk province’s 
Commune IV police chief Sam 
Prak said that in the last three 
months, the implementation of 
the Safe Village/Commune poli-
cy had been difficult in the wake 
of the Covid-19 crisis, but regular 
police administrative functions, 
crime response and scheduled 
patrols continued unabated.

“Since the beginning of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, we have 
seen a resurgence of drugs and 
drug trafficking problems,” he 
said.

Cambodian Institute for De-
mocracy president Pa Chanroe-
un said he recognised efforts by 
national and local authorities to 
enact the Safe Village/Commune 
policy. While there have been 
some improvements, he said 
progress remains insufficient.

“Residents of villages and 
communes face many preva-
lent problems including drug 
use and robbery. Traffic acci-
dents are especially troubling 
as they kill six to seven people 
per day,” he said. 

Chanroeun welcomed further 
actions by the ministries and 
was pleased to see environmen-
tal upkeep and hygiene becom-
ing priorities. He noted that lo-
cal authorities and residents are 
all stakeholders in these efforts, 
and implementation should not 
discriminate or infringe upon 
the fundamental rights and free-
doms of the people.

Task force promulgates 
eco, health awareness Cambodia faces plastic woes

Plastic waste is a common concern all over the world, including in Cambodia. Hean rangsey

National
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retail shopping.
And the advent of covid-19 

has accelerated this decade-long 
trend, he said.

close to two billion people 
purchased goods or services 
online last year, with sales over 
$3.5 trillion worldwide, he said, 
citing figures from market data 
portal Statista.

Online sales will reach $4 tril-
lion this year. In the last five years, 
global e-commerce share of total 
global retail sales have doubled, 
from 8.6 per cent in 2016 to 16.1 
per cent this year, he said.

cambodians are also increas-
ing shopping online, and e-com-
merce entrepreneurs – local and 
foreign – are sprouting up daily, 
touting everything from health-
care products, cosmetics, jewel-
lery, clothing and more, he said.

“most of these businesses 
are not registered, and not 
only benefit from low fixed 
costs, but also avoid core taxes 
such as VAT [value-added tax], 
salary tax and profit tax.

“I have been reiterating that 
unregistered businesses, 
whether online or bricks and 
mortar, are the low hanging 
fruit for the General depart-
ment of Taxation to increase 
tax collection revenue.

“It is welcomed to see this 
initiative to reel in these non-
compliant businesses to 
ensure a level playing field and 
to support the national treas-
ury,” Galliano said.

mobile internet usage saw a 
rapid increase with 16.12 mil-
lion subscribers using their 
mobile phones to access online 
content last year, an increase of 
18.47 per cent, Telecommuni-
cation regulator of cambodia 
(Trc) figures show.

Fixed-broadband internet 
subscribers grew to 224,104, a 
46 per cent increase, while reg-
istered Facebook accounts 
increased by 29 per cent to 8.8 
million last year.

Anthony explained that this 
wave of digitalisation and 
e-commerce is an “unstoppa-
ble force” and tech start-ups 
will capitalise on the contin-
ued trend and flourish.

He said: “This is evident in 
cambodia with the growing 
digitalisation of payments, 
increase in online shopping 
and online booking engines 
creating convenience across all 
sectors from travel to food.

“Tax avoidance should not be 
part of the business model, just 
because the business is online, 
and therefore initiatives taken 
to rightly collect tax, should not 
curb market growth.”  

In mid-October, the ministry 
of commerce called on e-busi-
ness owners to apply for per-
mits and licences to operate 
legally in cambodia after the 
e-commerce law came into 
force in November last year.

World bank: economy to rebound in 2021

32 countries add Kampot pepper to GI registries

May Kunmakara

c
AmbOdIA’S economy is 
projected to return to four 
per cent growth next year, 
the World bank said, citing 

an improvement in economic activi-
ties and the effective implementa-
tion of the government’s intervention 
measures to keep the economy afloat 
amid covid-19.

but it kept its September projection 
for the Kingdom’s economic contrac-
tion this year at two per cent, according 
to Restrained Recovery, the World bank’s 
latest economic update for cambodia 
published on december 16.

economic activity in the Kingdom 
is gradually returning to normal lev-
els as social-distancing measures are 
relaxed, the Washington, dc-based 
multilateral lender said.

It said: “consumption is being part-
ly underpinned by unprecedented 
government intervention, while infla-
tion remained subdued. FdI [foreign 
direct investment] inflows to projects 
in non-garment industries and ag-
riculture have been rising, likely at-
tracted by free trade agreements.

“Although total manufacturing ex-
ports have been hit by the pandemic, 
exports of bicycles, electrical parts, 
and vehicle parts and accessories 
are rising, and exports of rice and 
other agricultural commodities have 
surged. domestic tourists have sup-
ported a partial recovery of the travel 
and tourism industry.”

World bank country manager for 
cambodia Inguna dobraja said 
covid-19 has created a need to scale 
up job creation and stem the unem-
ployment tide.

She said: “Significant uncertainty 
remains to cambodia’s growth out-
look. The most important policy goal 
must be to urgently regain jobs lost 
and suspended due to the pandemic.

“Looking ahead, it is essential that 
domestic and foreign investments are 
encouraged to take advantage of re-

cent bilateral and regional free trade 
agreements.

“This would be possible through 
prompt introduction of a competi-
tive investment law and incentive 
schemes, together with moves to im-
prove the ease of doing business.” 

ministry of economy and Finance 
spokesman meas Soksensan echoed the 
World bank’s assessment that govern-
ment intervention efforts have helped 
stabilise the economy to maintain its 
projected 1.9 per cent contraction.

He said: “The government is very 
pro-active in its response to the im-
pact caused by covid-19, dealing with 
it in an immediate way. This builds 
confident among investors as evident 
in the still-robust investment and 
business climate.

“Other barriers impeding investment 

and business growth have been swiftly 
handled by the government, leading 
its trajectory along an improved path.”

royal Academy of cambodia eco-
nomic researcher Hong Vanak said 
the government’s stimulus packages 
and relief funds to help the Kingdom’s 
small and medium-sized enterprises 
(Smes) have been very timely.

He said: “We’ve seen the govern-
ment ramp up efforts and launch many 
rounds of measures to stimulate not 
only economic activities but also social 
welfare. These aim to ensure that the 
Sme sector remains vibrant and that the 
people can still make a living.”

To quickly recover from the pan-
demic and ensure a return to growth 
next year, the World bank recom-
mends in its report that cambodia 
pursue a number of key measures.

The Kingdom must boost “pro-poor 
and growth-enhancing public invest-
ment including cash-for-work proj-
ects” and promote “labour-intensive 
sectors to generate jobs by taking ad-
vantage of the quick recovery of do-
mestic demand for consumer goods”, 
the lender said.

It must also provide “opportunities 
to facilitate an expansion of domestic 
and foreign investment arising from 
recent bilateral and regional free trade 
agreements, including the cambo-
dia-china Free Trade Agreement and 
regional comprehensive economic 
Partnership”, it added.

It also recommended a “strong covid-
19 vaccine infrastructure, as well as 
closely monitoring economic vulner-
abilities arising from the prolonged 
construction and property boom”.

Thou Vireak

THe ministry of commerce 
on december 15 said an addi-
tional 32 countries had added 
Kampot pepper to their inter-
national geographical indica-
tion (GI) registries.

This comes after the tireless 
efforts of the government and 
relevant stakeholders to ex-
pand the market for the King-
dom’s coveted piquant fruit.

On October 21, minister 
Pan Sorasak initiated the GI 
trademark registration pro-
cess for “Kampot Pepper” in 
the countries, as allowed by 
the Geneva Act of the Lisbon 
Agreement on Appellations of 
Origin and Geographical In-
dications, the ministry said.

According to the Geneva, 
Switzerland-based World In-
tellectual Property Organi-
sation (WIPO), the act went 
into force on February 26 

and allows the international 
registration of GIs and appel-
lations of origins “through a 
single registration procedure 
with WIPO”.

The ministry said Kampot 
pepper will be legally pro-
tected from unauthorised use 
by third parties and any vio-
lation of the GI trademark in 
the signatory countries.

It said: “This joint partner-
ship with cambodia embod-
ies the evolution of its inte-
gration into the international 
system, with the worldwide 
protection offered by the 32 
signatory countries.”

ministry spokesman Pen 
Sovicheat told The Post that 
cambodia could apply for the 
international registration of 
GIs through a one-time ap-
plication, which would guar-
antee that they are protected 
against usurpation, the unau-
thorised use, imitation or the 

general malicious intention 
to take undue advantage of 
their brands.

He noted that the specific 
geographical location or 
origin associated with the GI 
designation could become 
more flexible in the future.

This, he said would be a 
boon for Kampot pepper pro-
ducers, processors and pack-
agers outside the region, pro-
vided that they maintain an 
acceptable level of quality.

“International protection reg-
istration will help expand the 
international market for Kam-
pot pepper, especially in the 32 
countries,” Sovicheat said.

Kampot Pepper Promotion 
Association (KPPA) president 
Nguon Lay said the crop has 
gained GI protection from 
more than 50 countries, in-
cluding those in the eU.

“Kampot pepper will enjoy an 
enhanced reputation and will 

also have a safeguard in place 
to prevent brand fraud on the 
international market,” he said.

Thoeun Techmeng, an of-
ficial with confirel co Ltd, 
said the added GI recognition 
would make it easier for his 
company to export Kampot 
pepper to the 32 countries.

“This shows that Kampot 
pepper will be more recog-
nised for its quality by more 
and more countries, which 
will serve to facilitate our ex-
ports,” he said.

According to Sovicheat, the 
ministry is working to register 
more collective trademarks, 
including “Ambok Kampong 
Thom”, or cooked rice that 
is fried dry and pounded by 
mortar and pestle. It is char-
acteristically eaten during the 
Kingdom’s Water Festival.

He said the ministry is also 
preparing to register “Nom 
banh chok Siem reap” (a lo-

cal variety of rice noodle), the 
silver-copper sculpting typi-
cal of Kampong Luong and 
Koh chin communes in Kan-
dal province’s Ponhea Leu 
district, Kampong chhnang 
province-style pottery, as well 
as steamed balut from Sre 
ronong commune in Takeo 
province’s Tram Kak district.

It is also implementing the 
Geographical Indication reg-
istration Project of Kampot 
salt and “fleur de sel” (flower 
of salt) and mondulkiri For-
est Honey with the coopera-
tion and support of the WIPO 
and the GI regional Project 
2021-2023, which may push 
for international registration 
to expand new markets for 
those products as well.

“Fleur de sel” is a type of salt 
mainly associated with the 
northern coast France that 
forms as a delicate, flaky crust 
on the surface of seawater.

Tax measure 
‘will support 
nat’l treasury’

The Kingdom’s economy is projected to return to four per cent growth next year. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM
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S’pore, US sign moU 
on trade, investment
S

INGAPOre has signed 
a memorandum of 
understanding (moU) 
with the US to deepen 

economic cooperation and 
extend trade financing and 
investment support to their 
respective companies.

The moU aims to improve 
the availability of and access to 
trade financing options for com-
panies from both countries, said 
Singapore’s ministry of Trade 
and Industry in a press release 
on december 16 morning.

This will help remedy the 
global tightening of credit fol-
lowing the economic slowdown 
caused by the covid-19 pan-
demic, said the ministry. It will 
also facilitate bilateral trade in 
goods and services to enhance 
growth opportunities.

The US is Singapore’s largest 
foreign investor, while Singa-
pore was the fourth largest Asian 

investor in the US last year. 
The moU also seeks to 

strengthen cooperation in in-
vestment promotion and pro-
vide opportunities for both 
countries to explore the use of 
technology such as fintech to 
address new trade financing 
and investment challenges.

The agreement was signed 
by minister for Trade and In-
dustry chan chun Sing and 
US Secretary of commerce 
Wilbur ross.

chan said: “As like-minded 
partners, Singapore and the US 
are committed to supporting 
our businesses as they respond 
to the global economic disrup-
tions caused by covid-19.

“Through this moU, we will 
facilitate company invest-
ments into Singapore and the 
US, and help businesses access 
more trade financing facilities.

“We also look forward to ca-

talysing greater trade and in-
vestment flows between the 
US, Singapore and Southeast 
Asia, and enabling our com-
panies to continue trading 
and accessing opportunities 
in these challenging times.”

ross said the US and Sin-
gapore “have enjoyed more 
than 50 years of official part-
nership since we established 
diplomatic ties in 1966”.

The moU, he added, will 
help Singapore importers fi-
nance the purchase of US ex-
ports and support Singapore 
investors looking at opportu-
nities in the US.

The renewable, two-year 
moU will be overseen by the 
ministry and the US department 
of commerce. It will be sup-
ported by implementing agen-
cies such as enterprise Singa-
pore, the export-Import bank 
of the US and the US commer-
cial Service in Singapore.

The ministry said in a state-
ment: “The moU is the latest 
tangible result of the robust 
economic and investment 
partnership between the US 
and Singapore.”

The agreement made in the 
final weeks of US President 
donald Trump’s administration 
comes after Singapore last week 
signed a free trade agreement 
with the UK, the first such deal 
between britain and an ASeAN 
member state. THE STRAITS TIMES 

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Japan centre: Vietnam could become 
upper-middle-income country in 2023
THe Japan centre for eco-
nomic research (Jcer) has 
predicted that Vietnam will 
become an upper-middle-in-
come country in 2023, and its 
gross domestic product (GdP) 
will surpass that of china’s Tai-
wan in 2035.

The Jcer recently released a 
medium-term forecast of Asian 
economies entitled “Asia in the 
coronavirus disaster: Which 
countries are emerging?”, 
which addresses the impact of 
the covid-19 pandemic and 
looks at how Asian economies 
are faring compared with oth-
ers around the world.

In the standard scenario, 
Jcer assumes that the pan-
demic is a transient event that 

will not affect economic struc-
tures over the medium term.

Under this assumption, only 
china, Vietnam and Taiwan 
are on track to maintain posi-
tive year-on-year growth rates 
this year. 

Vietnam is expected to sustain 
a growth rate of about six per 
cent throught to 2035 thanks to 
strong exports. This would pro-
pel the Vietnamese economy 
past Taiwan’s in 2035 in terms of 
scale, and make it the second-
largest economy in Southeast 
Asia after Indonesia.

Vietnam is poised to achieve 
upper-middle-income status 
in 2023, with per capita income 
headed for $11,000 in 2035, 
according to Jcer.

The report also included a 
severe scenario that describes 
an outcome in which the coro-
navirus not only damages 
today’s economy but also affects 
urbanisation, trade openness, 
research and development 
(r&d) spending, and a host of 
other factors, undermining 
countries’ potential growth 
rates over the medium term.

In this scenario, the growth of 
the US, Vietnam, Singapore and 
others in 2035 would be signifi-
cantly lower than those under 
the standard scenario, largely 
due to trade blockages. Vietnam’s 
economic scale at that time is 
projected to still be smaller than 
that of Taiwan, Jcer said. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnam is expected to sustain a growth rate of about six per cent throught to 2035 thanks to strong exports. VNA

The agreement comes after Singapore last week signed a free trade 
agreement with the UK. THE STRAITS TIMES
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Property

capital’s Third 
ring road lifts 
land prices in 
nearby areas
Hin Pisei

W
ITH construc-
tion on Phnom 
Penh’s keenly-
awaited Third 

ring road coming along, land 
prices along the project have 
managed to defy the covid-19 
real estate downturn evident 
across the capital, industry 
insiders have said.

In counter-clockwise di-
rection from the northeast, 
blueprints show that the road 
is to connect National road 6 
to Win-Win Street, National 
road 5, Kob Srov road, na-
tional roads 4, 3, 2 and 21 be-
fore crossing the bassac river 
through to National road 1.

Two bridges across the bas-
sac river will be also con-
structed to link Koh Anlong 
chin Island on both sides at a 
total length of 996m.

It will then connect to 
Phnom Penh Autonomous 
Port’s new container termi-
nal in Kandal province’s Kien 
Svay district and back onto 
National road 6 with an ag-
gregate length of 52.98km.

At 27m wide in the capital and 
25m outside, the road will be 
divided into two lanes in each 

direction, with a 3.5m wide gar-
den serving as a median.

The road will also include a 
motorbike lane and a pedes-
trian sidewalk on both sides.

The project will cost $273 
million, which will come 
from concessional financing 
by china, with a contribution 
from the cambodian govern-
ment dedicated to compen-
sating residents impacted by 
the road’s construction, mine 
and unexploded ordnance 
clearing and paying royalties.

The project broke ground 
on January 14, 2019 and is 
slated to be completed by the 
end of next year.

The road is widely expected 
to help decongest the traffic-
choked streets of the capital 
and enable better connectiv-
ity within the ASeAN region 
and the Greater mekong 
Subregion (GmS), injecting 
significant impetus to the na-
tional economic growth.

ministry of Public Works and 
Transport spokesman Vasim 
Sorya told local media on July 
13 that construction on the road 
is 39.76 per cent complete and 
still on schedule. And last week 
he said that figure had reached 
“more than 40 per cent”.

Lucky realty co Ltd ceO 
dith channa told The Post on 
december 16 that land prices 
along the project had ticked 
up 15-20 per cent compared 
to the end of last year.

He noted that projects such 
as housing, shopping malls, 
industrial areas, factories and 
warehouses had sprouted up 
in the areas.

“The current price increase 
comes as road construction 
takes shape and is little by 
little opened up for traffic,” 
channa said.

He pointed out that the most 
prevalent areas for land trans-
actions along the road could be 
divided into four main regions.

Topping the list is the area 

near the segment between 
Prek Pnov bridge and Nation-
al road 4 where land is valued 
at an average of $200-250 per 
sqm, he said.

The environs of the sec-
tion linking national roads 3 
and 4 ranks second at $150-
200 per sqm, followed by the 
surroundings of the segment 
connecting national roads 3 
and 21 at $100-150 per sqm 
and the partition linking na-
tional roads 21 and 1 at $50-
100 per sqm, he added.

He noted that as Phnom 
Penh continues to expand, 
land prices along the road 
will increase accordingly.

cambodian estate Alliance 
ceA co Ltd vice-chairman 

Sao Sakhom said prices were 
well into expansionary terri-
tory everywhere with some 
sites even doubling in price 
from the end of last year.

He noted that plots smaller 
than 1ha that were adjacent 
to the project exhibited the 
highest growth rates.

With the plethora of eco-
nomic engagement opportu-
nities the road brings to the 
table, Sakhom stressed that 
the surge in land prices was 
inevitable.

He noted that project con-
struction development can 
be partitioned into three 
main phases – its announce-
ment, its groundbreaking 
and its completion. “In my 

experience, land prices have 
doubled at each stage.”

According to Sakhom, prime 
land along the project can bring 
in as much as $450 per sqm for 
smaller plots and $200 per sqm 
for those in excess of 1ha.

but cambodian Valuers 
and estate Agents Associa-
tion (cVeA) president chrek 
Soknim was quick to point 
out that property prices along 
the project had risen a mere 
five per cent year-on-year.

“As I see it, the price of land 
along the road saw but a slight 
increase over the year-ago pe-
riod, [and that] was due to the 
fact that it had already taken to 
great heights before the covid-
19 outbreak,” he said.

expert: Vietnam’s condo market set for bumper 2021
VIeTNAm’S condominium 
market is expected to main-
tain growth in level of interest 
and the amount of informa-
tion about property products 
available on batdongsan.com.
vn into 2021, said the real 
estate portal’s chief business 
officer Nguyen Quoc Anh.

Next year, apartment prices 
will remain stable in Hanoi while 
they are forecasted to increase 
by nine per cent year-on-year in 
Ho chi minh city, he said.

He said the level of interest in 
private houses and townhous-
es is set to decrease, driving 
down rental prices, while the 
asking price for private homes 
in Hanoi is forecasted to grow 
by five per cent next year.

Investors are most interested 
in landed property, but due to 
the covid-19 pandemic, inter-
est has decreased, he said.

He said infrastructure 
projects that started this year 
are expected to increase the 
level of interest in this segment 
in the near future.

Of these, he said the level of 
interest in information about 
property in Thuy Nguyen dis-
trict, Hai Phong city and bao Loc 
city, Lam dong province surged 
last month after the approval of 
a project establishing Thuy 
Nguyen city and a project build-
ing the Tan Phu-bao Loc 

expressway, respectively.
For industrial real estate, he 

said it was a bright spot this 
year and that would continue 
into 2021 due to free trade 
agreements and plans to relo-
cate production plants to Viet-
nam from many foreign cor-
porations.

Anh told the Vietnam real 
estate conference held by bat-
dongsan.com.vn on december 
8 in Hanoi: “This is a chance 

for Vietnam, but whether Viet-
nam can take the chance or not 
is another story.

“The development of this 
property segment does not 
stop at the construction of 
industrial parks for foreigners 
to rent. It must have a compre-
hensive development strategy 
for this segment.”

In the first six months of this 
year, only one industrial park 
was established, showing that 

while there is much talk about 
the potential of industrial real 
estate, little gets done in real-
ity, he said.

In the third quarter of this 
year, industrial real estate 
showed impressive growth in 
searching for information 
about industrial zones.

In the third quarter, the 
country had 369 industrial 
zones to be established, up 33 
industrial parks compared to 

the second quarter and 280 
industrial parks were put into 
operation, an increase of 19 
industrial parks compared to 
the second quarter.

This year saw the start of 10 
new major transport projects 
nationwide, including five in 
the central region.

“Along with moving invest-
ment to Vietnam, these large 
transport projects will have a 
strong impact on the domestic 
real estate market. Therefore, 
the market will have positive 
changes in 2021,” Anh said.

In addition, with a lot of 
positive information about 
the covid-19 vaccine, the 
resort property segment is 
also expected to recover next 
year, he said.

At the seminar, Nguyen Hong 
Van, the market director for 
real estate services firm Jones 
Lang LaSalle Vietnam co Ltd 
(JLL Vietnam), said the price 
and occupancy rate of indus-
trial real estate in the country 
will continue to increase in the 
next few years.

The two sectors leading 
industrial zone investment by 
number of companies are 
electronic components and 
logistics, she said.

According to her, the region 
with the most opportunities 
for real estate development in 

industrial zones is in the north, 
especially Hai Phong city, due 
to large land area, competitive 
price, convenient transporta-
tion and synchronous devel-
opment of infrastructure.

“So, along with traditional 
industrial real estate, the 
demand for modern logistics 
will also be an opportunity to 
help the northern industrial 
real estate market thrive in the 
near future,” Van said.

However, she said it would 
face a number of challenges 
such as hot development lead-
ing to a shortage of labour, 
limited infrastructure condi-
tions such as energy, wastewa-
ter treatment and support 
services for the development 
of manufacturing logistics, 
and housing.

Industrial zone investments 
are long-term, at 30-50 years 
and not just three-to-four 
years, she said, cautioning 
investors to carefully assess 
their personal financial situa-
tion before making an invest-
ment decision.

If they are unable to make 
the investment, they can put 
their capital into the con-
struction of houses or satel-
lite urban areas around 
industrial zones for workers 
to buy or rent, she said. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Phnom Penh’s Third Ring Road will link National Road 3 to National Road 4 in the west and National Road 2 in the east. HIN PISEI

Apartment prices will remain stable in Hanoi next year while they are forecasted to increase by nine per cent 
year-on-year in Ho Chi Minh City. PIXABAY
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world

The UN expects to have to 
help five million more Afghans 
in 2021 than this year due to 
the covid-19 pandemic and an 
increase in conflicts, a UN of-
ficial said on december 15.

The need is increasing and 
“funding is urgently needed”, 
acting assistant secretary-gen-
eral for humanitarian affairs 
ramesh rajasingham told a 
press conference.

rajasingham, who just re-
turned from a trip to Afghani-
stan, highlighted the very 
harsh winters that the country 
usually experiences.

The rise in need is the result of 
“the covid-19 crisis, increased 
conflict and displacements” of 
the population, he said.

“We are going from a situ-
ation where we have [asked] 
for support to target around 11 
million people in 2020 to what 

we estimate will be almost 16 
million people next year,” ra-
jasingham said.

On december 14, Afghan 
President Ashraf Ghani said he 
hoped peace talks between the 
government and the Taliban 
would continue in Afghani-
stan, instead of Qatar, deeming 
it insulting for the Afghan pop-
ulation that the negotiations 
take place in luxury hotels in 
that Gulf state.

Opened in September in 
doha, the peace talks, which 
follow a landmark US-Taliban 
agreement reached in Febru-
ary in Qatar, were suspended 
and will resume January 5.

The US agreed to withdraw 
all troops from Afghanistan 
by may next year in exchange 
for security guarantees and a 
commitment from the Taliban 
to talk with Kabul. AFP

TUNiSiA’S navy said on december 
15 it had intercepted 93 African ir-
regular migrants after their boat ran 
into trouble in the mediterranean 
Sea during an attempt to reach italy.

The defence ministry said the boat 
carrying “93 migrants of various Af-
rican nationalities”, including three 
Tunisians, had broken down 42km 
northeast of the coastal city of Sfax 
on december 14 night.

They included 37 women and four 
children, spokesman mohamed Ze-
kri said in a brief statement.

The navy and coast guard took them 
“to Sfax fishing port and handed them 
over to the national guard to carry out 
the relevant legal measures”, he added.

Tunisia, just a few hundred kilo-
metres from mainland europe, has 
long been a launch pad for migrants 
making desperate clandestine bids 
to reach europe.

Those departures peaked in 2011 
following the revolution that over-
threw dictator Zine el-Abidine ben 
Ali, but numbers have since dropped 
significantly.

but, with many Tunisians disillu-
sioned by years of economic crisis 
and ballooning unemployment, the 
numbers are ticking up again.

The UN’s refugee agency UNhcr 
says a fifth of refugees and migrants 
arriving in mediterranean countries 
this year have been Tunisians. AFP

UN: 5m more Afghans 
will need help in 2021

Tunisia says 
more than 
90 migrants 
intercepted

mPs urge UK to lead international 
effort to replace iran nuclear deal

Kiev police clash with anti-lockdown rally

U
K lAWmAKerS 
on december 16 
urged britain to 
spearhead an in-

ternational effort to replace 
the 2015 iran nuclear deal, 
in a new report calling for 
tougher relations with Teh-
ran.

Parliament’s watchdog for-
eign affairs committee said 
the deal to rein in iran’s bal-
listic missile programme – 
known formally as the Joint 
comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion (JcPoA) – was now “a 
shell of an agreement” and 
“beyond repair”.

“despite good intentions, 
the JcPoA was an agreement 
built on weak foundations,” 
committee chairman Tom 
Tugendhat said, noting its 
demise “seems to have been 
inevitable”.

he added: “The UK govern-
ment should work to broker 
a replacement to the JcPoA 
which also addresses region-
al security.

“The voices of allies in the 
region and in europe, and 
with the new US administra-
tion, need to come together 
to ensure a diplomatic option 
is available to those in iran 
who are looking for a solution 
to decades of isolation.”

The committee’s report also 
urged the british government 
to respond more effectively 
to Tehran’s “wider destabilis-
ing activities” in the region.

it recommended a range of 
measures including designat-
ing iran’s elite military force 
– the islamic revolutionary 
Guard corps (irGc) – a ter-
rorist organisation, as the US 

did last year.
The members of Parlia-

ment (mPs) said the irGc’s 
“clear and enduring support 
for terrorists and non-state 
actors working to undermine 
stability in the region” would 
permit the move under UK 
law.

The report said: “This is a 
logical extension of the ex-

isting restrictions placed on 
members of the irGc by the 
eU’s sanctions regime and 
would follow the US’ deci-
sion to proscribe the irGc as 
a Foreign Terrorist Organisa-
tion in 2019.”

meanwhile, the lawmakers 
also warned Tehran against 
arbitrarily detaining foreign 
and dual nationals, saying it 

amounted to “state hostage 
taking”.

The UK’s current approach 
to the issue is “clearly not 
working”, they said, calling 
for improved support to those 
detained and their families.

Tensions between london 
and Tehran have been severe-
ly strained in recent years by 
the detention of several dual 
nationals, most prominently 
Nazanin Zaghari-ratcliffe.

The british-iranian woman, 
who worked for the Thom-
son reuters Foundation – the 
media organisation’s philan-
thropic arm – has been held 
in Tehran since 2016.

iranian authorities convict-
ed her of sedition – a charge 
Zaghari-ratcliffe has always 
contested – and she is serving 
a five-year prison term.

Tugendhat said: “The UK 
government must call the 
arbitrary detention of foreign 
nationals what it is – hostage 
taking.

“The charges, trials and 
convictions of british citizens 
on iranian soil are a parody of 
a justice system. 

“Using young mothers and 
retirees as bargaining chips 
and leverage is an unaccept-
able form of diplomacy,” he 
said. AFP

ArOUNd 40 police officers 
were injured during clashes 
with anti-lockdown protest-
ers in Ukraine’s capital Kiev 
on december 15, during a 
rally against new virus mea-
sures set to further restrict 
business.

Several thousand protest-
ers – many of them small 
business owners – gathered 
on maidan (independence) 
Square in central Kiev to take 
part in a rally against the re-
cently announced virus re-
strictions.

last week the ex-Soviet re-
public said it would shutter 
non-essential business, gyms 
and schools between Janu-
ary 8-24 in a bid to curb the 
spread of the coronavirus.

“We just want to have a 
right to exist,” said 34-year-
old Sergiy Shelukhin, adding 
that he didn’t have a big in-
come but needed a “chance 
to survive” this difficult time.

Protesters carried white 
flags and posters and at-
tempted to set up tents to stay 
on the square overnight.

One poster read: “Authori-
ties, you are killing us, come 
to your senses!”

local media reported that 
police used tear gas to dis-
perse the crowds.

There have been no official 
figures on injuries among the 
protesters, but an AFP jour-

nalist saw ambulances head-
ing towards the square and 
one injured activist being car-
ried away from the crowd.

Kiev police said in a state-
ment that forty officers suf-
fered chemical burns to their 
eyes after protesters also used 
tear gas. One policeman sus-
tained an injury to his head.

The police said in a state-

ment on december 15: 
“Three law enforcement of-
ficers were hospitalised with 
injured faces and bruises.”

Protesters previously ral-
lied against the shuttering 
of non-essential businesses 
last month, when the govern-
ment closed all restaurants, 
shopping malls and cinemas 
for three weekends, causing a 

storm of criticism.
currently Ukrainians must 

wear face coverings in public 
spaces, while cultural venues 
like cinemas are operating 
with a limited capacity.

The country of some 40 
million people has reported 
more than 909,000 coronavi-
rus infections since the start 
of the pandemic. AFP

The British Parliament’s foreign affairs committee chairman Tom Tugendhat. AFP

Kiev police said in a statement that forty officers suffered chemical burns to their eyes on Maidan 
(Independence) Square after protesters also used tear gas. AFP

UN official Ramesh Rajasingham (centre). AFP



Three nabbed 
in Thailand 
over alleged 
phishing scam

ImmIgratIon chief Police 
Lieutenant-general Sompong 
Chingduang on December 15 

announced the arrest of three 
Chinese nationals who illegally 
entered thailand and were al-
legedly running a phishing ope-
ration to acquire personal data 
and one-time passwords (otP) 
from victims and use the pas-
swords to withdraw money from 
their victims’ bank accounts.

Yong Hua and Yue Dian were 
arrested at a house in Soi Cha-
roenkrung 91 in Bangkok’s Ban-
gkholaem district on December 
12 along with 88 items including 
mobile phones, computers, 
atm cards and bank passbooks, 
while Pei Hong was arrested at 
a house in Lat Phrao district the 
same day.

“officials tracked down 
the gang, which had entered 
thailand illegally from taiwan,” 
Sompong said. “they had crea-
ted a fake application mimicking 
the mobile banking application 
of Siam Commercial Bank called 
SCB Easy to siphon millions of 
baht from several victims’ bank 
accounts.”

according to the police, the 
suspects would send an SmS 
to a victim claiming that the 
bank’s system was undergoing 
maintenance and asking them to 
“update” their personal data by 
inputting their ID card number, 
telephone number and otP that 
they received from the bank into 
the fake application.

When the suspects acquired 
this data, they would use it to wi-
thdraw money from the victim’s 
bank account via the real bank 
application and then change the 
money into United States dollars 
tether, a cryptocurrency.

“If you witness any crimes 
committed by foreigners in 
thailand, please contact immi-
gration police hotline 1178 or 
www.immigration.go.th,” Som-
pong added. THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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ASEAN

Only one in three Indonesians willing 
to pay for vaccine, new survey finds
A

n OnlIne survey 
carried out by Indo-
nesia’s health min-
istry has found that 

only one-third of Indonesians 
wanting to get covid-19 shots 
are willing to pay for a vaccine.

The survey was carried out 
alongside the Indonesian 
Technical Advisory Group on 
Immunisation (ITAGI) with 
support from UnIceF and the 
World Health Organisation 
from September 19 to 30. more 
than 115,000 respondents in 
508 of all 514 cities and regen-
cies across the country’s 34 
provinces were questioned.

The report found that 65 per 
cent of respondents were willing 
to receive a covid-19 vaccine if it 
is available for public use, while 
nearly eight per cent said they 
would reject it. The remaining 
27 per cent of respondents said 
they were still hesitant – which 
the report described as a group 
that was “critical for a success-
ful vaccination programme”.

However, among those who 
wished to be vaccinated, only 
35 per cent were willing to 
pay for it. Approximately 38 
per cent were unwilling to 
pay, and the remaining 27 per 
cent were undecided.

respondents’ willingness to 
pay for the inoculation varied 
between 32 and 41 per cent in 
provinces of Java. The survey 
also found that people in Pap-
ua, Kalimantan, maluku and 
the lesser Sunda Islands – like 
bali, lombok and Flores – gen-
erally showed a higher willing-
ness to pay, and those in prov-
inces of Sulawesi and Sumatra 
were least willing to pay.

Overall, the lowest level of 
willingness to pay was reported 
by day labourers, drivers and 
domestic helpers at 12 per cent, 
although 60 per cent of them 
would like to get vaccinated.

more than 31 per cent of 
those willing to accept the 

vaccines and pay for them 
said they would only pay up 
to 50,000 rupiah ($3.54), while 
28 per cent would pay up to 
100,000 rupiah and about 
four per cent would fork out 
more than 500,000 rupiah.

This trend reflected a con-
nection between affordability 
and the socioeconomic status 
of the respondents, the report 
said. most of those still unde-
cided about paying for a vac-
cine said they would not pay 

more than 50,000 rupiah.
most of those still undecid-

ed about paying for a vaccine 
said they would not pay more 
than 50,000 rupiah.

Health minister Terawan 
Agus Putranto has said that the 
government only plans to cover 
the cost of inoculation for 32 
million of the 107 million peo-
ple targeted to receive covid-
19 vaccines by 2022, which has 
sparked criticism and calls for 
wider coverage of free vaccines. 

Terawan said the vaccina-
tion programme would tar-
get 67 per cent of 167 million 
people aged between 18 and 
56 years, as recommended by 
the ITAGI. The remaining 75 
million people would have to 
pay for their vaccines at pri-
vate hospitals and clinics.

experts have expressed con-
cern that such a private scheme 
may stall Indonesia’s efforts 
to reach the desired coverage 
necessary to achieve herd im-

munity, especially in a country 
that has seen its people avoid-
ing vaccination for other dis-
eases for various reasons, in-
cluding religious concerns.

The report said: “respon-
dents raised significant con-
cerns about vaccine safety 
and effectiveness, expressed 
their lack of trust in a vaccine 
and raised concerns about 
the haram-halal classifica-
tion of vaccines.” THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Another bali bombing fugitive held lower income pushes 
more towards povertyIndOneSIA’S national Police’s 

densus 88 anti-terror squad 
has apprehended a fugitive 
wanted in connection to the 
first bali bombing who was on 
the run for 18 years. 

A special task force detained 
Zulkarnaen, 57, in Purbolinggo, 
east lampung, on december 
10, the police announced over 
the weekend. “We have arrested 
without resistance [the fugitive] 
on the wanted list,” national 
Police spokesman Inspector 
General Argo Yuwono said, as 
quoted by kompas.com.

Zulkarnaen, who went by 
other names, including Aris 
Sumarsono, daud, Zaenal Ari-
fin and Abdulrahman, held a 
key role in the first bali bomb-
ing in 2002.

“Zulkarnaen was the Jamaah 
Islamiyah [JI] military com-
mander during the first bali 
bombing,” the police spokesman 
said, in reference to the al-Qae-
da-linked extremist network that 
masterminded the 2002 attack. 

On October 12 of that year, 
three bombs exploded at Pad-

dy’s Pub and the Sari club in 
Kuta, bali, killing 202 people 
and injuring 209 more. Among 
the deceased were 164 foreign-
ers from 24 countries. bombs 
also exploded on Jalan Hayam 
Wuruk in denpasar, near the 
US consulate General, but did 

not cause any casualties. 
Zulkarnaen is alleged to have 

hidden Upik lawangan, also 
known as Taufik bulaga or 
Udin, from the authorities.

Upik was known for his abil-
ity to create highly explosive 
bombs and was thought to be 

the successor of Azahari Husin, 
the malaysian technical mas-
termind of the first bali bomb-
ing. Azahari died during a den-
sus 88 raid at his hideout in 
batu, near malang, east Java on 
november 9, 2005. THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Employees work on the production line of Covid-19 coronavirus vaccines at the Bio Farma Pharmacy, which will produce the vaccine early next 
year with a production capacity of 250 million vaccines a year, in Bandung, West Java, Indonesia. AFP

Members of the National Police’s Mobile Brigade (Brimob) sweep a suspected terrorist hideout in the hills of 
Mamboro district, North Palu, Central Sulawesi on November 8. ANTARA/THE JAKARTA POST

Continued from page 1

regional Office for the Asia-
Pacific and lead author of the 
report, Sara elder, said that 
young workers are likely to 
find it difficult to compete for 
new jobs as unemployment 
increases.

“When they do find work, it 
may well be a job that does not 
match their aspirations.

“millions of women have 
also paid a high price and it 
could take years for those 
who have exited the labour 
force to return to full employ-
ment,” she said.

With fewer paid hours of 
work, the report revealed that 
median incomes are shrink-
ing and working poverty lev-
els increasing.

It said: “labour income is 
estimated to have dipped by as 
much as 10 per cent in the Asia-
Pacific region in the first three 
quarters of 2020, equivalent to 
a three per cent loss in gross 

domestic product [GdP].
“In absolute numbers, pre-

liminary estimates in the 
report find an additional 22 
to 25 million persons could 
fall into working poverty, 
which would push up the 
total number of working poor 
[those living on less than 
$1.90 a day] in the Asia-Pacif-
ic region to between 94 and 
98 million in 2020.”

However, elder added that 
government ef forts had 
helped companies retain 
workers, albeit with reduced 
hours, which had prevented 
wider job losses.

She said: “Given the mount-
ing evidence that social protec-
tion and employment policies 
save jobs and incomes, the 
hope is that the crisis brings 
about a more permanent and 
increased investment in ele-
ments needed to boost resilience 
and promote a more people-
centred future of work.” THE STAR 

(MALAYSIA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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O
Ver the past two decades, 
the legal profession has been 
undergoing rapid evolution. 
Local and global challenges 

have shaped the practice of law and 
altered the lawyers’ mission from serv-
ing justice and the public interest to 
become more business-oriented.

According to darwin’s theory, evo-
lution and natural selection are 
nature’s way to ensure the survival of 
a species. Only those that can adapt 
to the changing environment will 
survive, failing which, existing spe-
cies will be replaced by newer ones 
that can adapt and evolve.

In 1995, the bar Association of the 
Kingdom of cambodia (bAKc) was 
established as a self-regulating body 
to administer an independent and 
liberal profession with a mission to 
serve the interests of justice.

members of the legal profession are 
only allowed to practice after gaining 
admission to the bAKc.

Lawyers are generally expected to 
perform public interest functions 
and focus less on themselves. Trained 
for legal defence in court, and on civil 
and criminal codes and codes of civil 
and criminal procedures, they are 
mandated to put public and client 
interests before their own.

As officers of the court, lawyers play 
an indispensable role in co-adminis-
tering justice with judicial officials. 
Lawyers are expected to defend citi-
zens’ rights and liberties, educate 
them about their rights and duties, 
and uphold the rule of law to pre-
serve justice in a democratic society.

To achieve these objectives, the law 
on the bar stipulates that the legal 
profession was designed to be incom-
patible with performing public func-
tions as civil servants, having involve-
ment in business activities or serving 
as a member of the National Assem-
bly. (broadly speaking, the incompati-
bility with the legal profession should 
also be extended to cover members of 
any legislative bodies or administra-
tive, municipal and provincial author-
ities which are directly or indirectly 
elected by the citizens.)

These requirements are mainly 
aimed at effectively ensuring profes-
sional independence, preventing 
conflicts of interest and protect-
ingthe professional confidentiality 
and the public interest.

However, I note that over the past 
two decades, the ideal of “serving jus-
tice” has taken second place. Legal 
practitioners today are focusing more 
on profit or political fame. The fight 
between professional virtues and 
political and commercial objectives 
is more visible. 

A large number of lawyers, under the 
pretext of voluntarism or pro bono serv-
ices, have affiliated themselves with 
political leaders and state institutions. It 
is unclear why would it be necessary for 
lawyers to sign a memorandum of 
understanding with a state institution 
to provide legal defence to the poor and 
vulnerable citizens. For whom are they 
supposed to act in the conflict between 
the state and the citizens?

On a positive note, such affiliations 
have indeed created employment 
opportunities for lawyers and raised 
their personal political profiles in the 
government.

but, this has also conveyed a con-
fusing image and undermined the 
core values of lawyers who are sup-
posed to enjoy the privilege of their 
independence, freedom of choice, 

professional integrity and honesty in 
ensuring justice for the people.

Furthermore, political affiliations 
will not contribute to enhancing the 
people’s trust for the public and judi-
cial services provided by the govern-
ment. I note that building trust in the 
judiciary has been recognised as a 
challenge in the government’s rec-
tangular Strategy Phase IV. Any 
attempt to control the legal profes-
sion by the government would be 
inconsistent with the objective and 
priority action in this Strategy. And 
only in unfree societies, their govern-
ments would do so. 

Lawyers would better serve justice 
by playing their role as mediator 
between the State and citizens when 
conflicts arise – mostly when the 
rights and liberties of citizens are vio-
lated by state authorities.

They can also educate citizens and 
state authorities about their legal obli-
gations to comply with the laws. Nev-
ertheless, lawyers can freely choose to 
act for the state or citizens and pro-
vide them an independent and unbi-
ased advice. This would be what the 
society expects from the lawyers. 

Lawyers face numerous challenges 
and pressures from both within and 
outside their profession.

Within the profession, the rapid rise 
in the number of lawyers has flooded 
the legal market. In just four years, the 
number of lawyers has increased dou-
ble through the annual examinations 
and direct admissions by the bAKc.

The rapid increase in their number-
scould have negatively impacted the 
capacity of the bAKc to ensure the 
appropriate competence and qualifi-
cations of lawyers.

This also translates into a reduction 
in lawyers’ income due to very tense 
competition among their peers in the 
profession.

This situation has pressured law-
yers to reduce their legal fees, lower 
the quality of service and profession-
al standards they offer, and in some 
cases, compromise their integrity.

It also means that those who wish 
to become rich lawyers hardly fulfil 
their dreams since their expenditure 
exceeds income.

besides social challenges inperson-
al life, lawyers face the additional 
issues of being they are forced to 
practice law as an income-generating 
business rather than prioritise their 
independence and preserve justice.

Theoretically, newly admitted law-
yers and their peers are expected to a 
play vital role to serve the public 
interest. Unfortunately, a majority of 
junior lawyers seem to concentrate 
on earning money rather than serv-
ing the public interest.

This is because they had to pay sig-
nificant amounts of money for their 
admission, legal training, and to set 
up their practice.

Why would those who have paid for 
their admission prioritise public 
interest or pro bono services than 
earn income for themselves? Some 
may have borrowed from parents, 
relatives or friends to pay for their 
legal education. And such debts need 
to be repaid over time.

Lawyers also face challenges and pres-
sures from the outside. Today, they com-
pete not only with the influx of foreign 
lawyers but also with State institutions.

In the past few years, more public 
institutions have begun to charge fees 
for legal advice. For example, the 
National bank of cambodia charges 
fees when consulted on banking laws 
and regulations.The ministry of econ-
omy and Finance also charges for 
consultation on trust and other laws 
and regulations under its mandate. 

The tax administration has licensed 
its agents, while the ministry of com-
merce has its commercial registration 
agents, specialised intellectual prop-
erty (IP) agents, and so forth.

While the law only allows members of 
the bAKc to provide legal advisory serv-
ices by charging fees, some State institu-
tions have created regulations enabling 
them to charge fees for legal consultation 
or allow their agents who are not lawyers 
to provide legal services for a fee.

Adding to this quandary, globalisa-
tion and regionalisation have pres-
sured cambodia to liberalise its legal 
services. The Kingdom joined the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations in 
1997 and became a member of the 
World Trade Organisation in 2004.

These memberships have forced 
cambodia to open its legal market to 
foreign lawyers. 

Although not permitted by law on 
the bar, some foreign lawyers (and 
some non-lawyers) have been 
engaged in legal practice in cambo-
dia for many years through their 
commercial presence, commercial 
alliances or cross-border practices.

Foreign lawyers are known to use 
cambodian legal practitioners as a 
front for their practice, or they enter 
the Kingdom on short-term stays to 
work for their clients.

Some accounting and auditing firms 
and business consulting firms have 
also extended their services to provide 
legal advice without proper licenses 
from the bAKc. Such an unregulated 
environment has put tremendous 
pressure on cambodian lawyers.

considering these challenges, I 
believe cambodian lawyers need to 
redefine their legal practice to remain 
and survive in such an extremely 

competitive environment. The minis-
try of Justice and the bAKc should 
also carefully look into this issue. 

In addition to their professional 
knowledge, it is now necessary for law-
yers to have a proper corporate strategy, 
more entrepreneurial mindset, and 
management skills to operate their legal 
practice.

Thus, they would need to transform 
their traditional legal practice as solo 
practitioner or loose partnerships, 
and approach it in a more commer-
cialised and customised manner.

cambodian lawyers would need to 
combine their skills and financial 
resources to build and modernise 
their legal practice and provide alter-
natives for business communities so 
they don’t only depend on their 
home country lawyers.

There are compelling reasons for 
the cambodian government, the civil 
society and lawyers to help ensure 
the independence and empower-
ment of the bAKc.

The ministry of Justice, in particu-
lar, should promptly and actively 
assist the bAKc to update its law and 
regulations to support modern legal 
practices for the functioning of the 
bAKc, and the legal education and 
training for lawyers.

The government should create a 
more conducive environment for law-
yers to practice their professions inde-
pendently and ethically so that they 
can become conduits for positive 
change and contribute to the sustaina-
ble development of the Kingdom. The 
government should refrain from inter-
fering in the management of the bAKc.

The bAKc should also be proactive 
in equipping lawyers with vital knowl-
edge and skills to improve their stand-
ard of practice and professionalism, 
especially in commercial sectors.

It should be more actively involved 
in policy formulation and public 
engagement to enhance the trust-
worthiness and credibility of lawyers 
in providing their services to society.

besides these, the bAKc should 
have greater courage to challenge 
any institution, any foreign lawyers 
(and non-lawyers) that infringe on 
the legal profession and stand up for 
its independence and the interest of 
its members and society.

It should have a clear vision and 
planning to raise the level of profes-
sionalism among cambodian lawyers 
who can eventually export their legal 
services to other countries in the 
region and build their reputation in 
the international arena.

Without such a strong commitment 
and clear vision from the bAKc’s 
leadershipand relevant government 
authorities, cambodia will remain an 
importer of legal services and the 
cambodian legal market will gradu-
ally be shared with foreign lawyers.

This means there will be stronger 
market competition, which will cre-
ate hardships and impact the survival 
of cambodian lawyers.

Lawyers should stand up to defend 
the independence of the bAKc and 
empower it to remain a self-regulat-
ing body, financially sustain its oper-
ation and improve its capacity to 
support and protect the interests of 
its members and society.

A poorly funded bAKc cannot help 
its members to catch up to competi-
tors in the market. Lawyers should 
leverage every opportunity to devel-
op their knowledge and skills and 
strictly maintain their high ethical 
standards and professionalism. 

The writer is a lecturer in law and managing 
partner at HBS Law and HBS Notary Public

Opinion
Ly Tayseng

Redefining professionalism for 
lawyers in Cambodia

Ly Tayseng is a lecturer in law and managing partner at HBS Law and HBS Notary Public. 
hbs law and hbs notaray public
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T
HEY were not born on dry 
land but rafts and boats. They 
see only a vast water reservoir 
and the endless sky. 

They are likely destined to become 
fisher-folk because they live in float-
ing communities where the people 
make a living through fishing.

Now, their lives have been cap-
tured through the eyes of profes-
sional photographer Zalmai, 55, 
who has launched his exhibition, 
Between the lake and the stars, not 
in a concrete building, but uniquely 
on fishing boats.

The photographs are also being 
exhibited on The Lake Clinic’s (TLC) 
boat clinic that provides basic health-
care to the floating communities that 
are unable to travel to the nearest 
town for much needed medical care.

Zalmai, who has won several pres-
tigious awards across Europe for his 
photography, says he is captivated 
by the lives of those who live in 
floating communities.

“They were born between the lake 
and the stars and grew up between 
them. What I mean is, their lives are 
conjoined with the sea,” says Zalmai.

His exhibition is primarily being 
held at the Moat Klas Floating Clinic 
run by TLCalong the Tonle Sap, in An-
long Samnor commune, Chi Kraeng 
district, Siem Reap province. 

Zalmai, who started his project on 
the Tonle Sap lake about a year ago, 
tells The Post that “the exhibition is 
not about me”. 

“It is about the lake residents. I 
will film a short documentary about 
them after they see the exhibition. I 
want to record what they have to say 
to the land-dwelling world,” he says.

Zalmai wants to provide a broader 
perspective and visibility to people 
who rarely have the opportunity to 
see and fully understand what is 
happening in Cambodia’s rural wa-
terfront environments, and the lives 
of the communities and people who 
live there.

“Focused on the region’s floating 
communities, my photographic proj-
ect captures their difficulties, con-
cerns, and ongoing struggles,” he says. 

It also documents, he says, the devas-
tating consequences of global warming 
and seeks to empower the communi-
ties that are being celebrated through 
the collection of photographs.

“During my stay at the lake, I met 

a lot of people who opened their 
hearts, doors, and their pain and joy 
which allowed me to capture intimate 
moments in their lives,” said Zalmai, 
who spent most of his life between Af-
ghanistan, Europe, the US and Asia. 

Zalmai decided to exhibit his pho-
tographs to other floating communi-
ties who themselves live similar lives.

“Some people asked me why I was 
taking their pictures. I tried to explain 
my approach to them and promised 
to show them the pictures.

“The goal is to know what they 
think and how they perceive the im-
ages I had captured, especially the 
messages they convey about life in 
their floating communities,” he says.

Zalmai says the purpose of his 
work is to draw attention to the 
people and give them a voice, and 
a sense of pride by providing them 
an opportunity to express their 
points of view as they reflect on the 
problems they face as individuals in 

floating communities. 
“Interviews with local visitors and 

residents will be recorded during 
the lake exhibition, which will then 
be shared widely with the public,” 
he says.

Born in Kabul, Afghanistan, Zalmai 
and his family fled the country after 
the Soviet invasion in 1980 and im-
migrated to Lausanne, Switzerland, 
where he has since become a citizen.

Being a passionate photographer, 
he pursued his studies at the School 
of Photography in  Lausanne and 
the Professional Photography Train-
ing Center of Yverdon, Switzerland.

Back in his native country in 2001, 
he devoted his work to document-
ing the decades-long war and plight 
of the Afghan people caught in the 
midst of a global power struggle.

His work has been exhibited at 
museums, galleries, universities and 
cultural centres around the world.

Several newspapers and magazines 

have also published his work. They 
include the New York Times, The New 
Yorker, Time, Harper’s Magazine, 
Newsweek and La Republica.

Zalmai worked with TLC for sever-
al months in the most remote places 
of the lake.

His exhibition, Zalmai says, will 
be held at the TLC clinic which will 
travel to several floating villages 
where photographs of the commu-
nities were taken.

Besides the photographs at The 
Lake Clinic, three smaller boats con-
taining his photographs have also 
visited some of the smaller commu-
nities that TLC serves. 

“The exhibition aims to empower 
and strengthen vulnerable commu-
nities while contributing towards 
their sustainable economic and so-
cial empowerment.

“It also seeks to create a line of 
communication to the outside 
world, to better understand the 

needs and concerns of Cambodia’s 
floating communities,” he says.

Zalmai appreciates TLC’s mission 
for the floating communities who 
now have access to basic healthcare, 
which is a service that is very impor-
tant to them.

He says that “without TLC, it would 
be very difficult for the people to get 
some basic healthcare on the lake. 
The trip will also be very expensive 
for them, which is why most of the 
time they don’t go to doctors”.

The exhibition itself is dedicated 
to Joshua Angkea Martin who is the 
adopted son of one of TLC’s patrons 
in the US. Sadly, Angkea Martin died 
recently.

Between the lake and the stars ex-
hibition runs from December 15-20. 
It will be extended if there is wide 
interest from visitors.

For more information, visit Zal-
mai’s website: zalmai.com or his In-
stagram@Zalmai.
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A fisherman at Moat Klas village looks at a photograph placed on the TLC boat clinic. supplied Zalmai’s photographic exhibition on the lives of those in floating communities is underway. supplied

Capturing the lives of floating villagers 

Three small boats exhibiting photographs are ready to circulate in several small villages. supplied
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Chip dip
  6 “Answer, please”
 10 Icelandic epic
 14 Smart guys?
 15 Bedside water pitcher
 16 Mouse catcher
 17 Have numerous duties
 20 Photo tints
 21 Italian volcano
 22 Pool stick
 23 Ornamental loop
 25 Software holders
 27 Corn core
 30 Illumination measure
 31 Give up
 32 Boat propellers
 34 Audition tape
 36 “Love Boat” character
 40 “I’m not in this with you”
 43 Associated with the moon
 44 Part of a skate blade
 45 Day-to-day deterioration
 46 Flowery welcomes
 48 Had a good meal
 50 Ex-zee go-between
 51 Stand up for
 54 “He’s ___ nowhere man”  

(Beatles lyric)
 56 Tokyo, formerly
 57 Musical sign
 59 Egyptian god of fertility
 63 It may affect your plans
 66 BBs, e.g.
 67 Cut hair with scissors
 68 City in northern France
 69 Coarse file
 70 Send a message, in a way
 71 Awfully expensive
DOWN
  1 Tools that leave dust
  2 On the safe side, at sea
  3 Ballet move
  4 Money substitute
  5 Lash out at
  6 Gun, as an engine
  7 Candied
  8 Hor.’s opposite, on an old TV
  9 Walk like a show horse
 10 Verb ending of yore
 11 Unmerciful Athenian lawgiver
 12 Bit of information
 13 Church recesses
 18 Portuguese dollar
 19 Lassie fan?

 24 Some daisies
 26 Further shorten, as a board
 27 Hooded garment
 28 Diamond Head locale
 29 Muffin type
 31 Tawny feline
 33 No longer fresh
 35 Like The Who, in the ’60s
 37 From the start
 38 Playing in someone else’s  

stadium
 39 Parrot’s beak part
 41 Soak thoroughly
 42 Falling star
 47 Least occupied
 49 Art displayers
 51 Double-walled flask
 52 Plant swelling problem
 53 Heads for a barkeep
 54 Append
 55 Kosher, so to speak
 58 Coastal raptor
 60 Breathing rattle
 61 You can’t walk to one
 62 It helps you up?
 64 Blouse, e.g.
 65 Make a choice

“YOU AND I” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

2020: K-pop and the 
planet get super hot

r
ecords tumbled 
across the board 
in 2020, from the 
warming planet to 

the humble rowing machine. 

Hot... 
meteorologists recorded a 

temperature of 130 degrees 
Fahrenheit (54.4 degrees 
celsius) in california’s death 
Valley in August – likely the 
hottest ever measured with 
modern instruments.

Hot... 
Antarctica, home to enough 

frozen water to lift global sea lev-
els dozens of metres, smashed 
its temperature record too with 
a high of 20.75 degrees celsius 
(69.35 Farenheit) – the first time 
the continent has broken the 
20c barrier.

Hot... 
Average global temperatures 

in January, April, may, sep-
tember and November were 
the hottest ever on record.

Priciest pigeon 
A chinese buyer paid a 

world record 1.6 million eu-
ros ($1.9 million) for a dutch 
female homing pigeon called 
New Kim who was put up for 
auction for just 200 euros.

Longest lockdowns 
Half of the planet was 

locked down in march, just 
three months after the virus 
was detected.

but the prize for the longest 
lockdown goes to buenos Ai-
res where residents were offi-
cially confined from march 20 
until November 8 – 234 days.

Foreign language first 
Trailblazing south Korean 

boyband bTs became the 
first group to have a foreign-
language song enter the Us 
billboard chart at number 
one, in the latest musical re-
cord claimed by the K-pop 
sensation. 

Craziest climb 
A 53-year-old british man 

climbed (and descended) the 
equivalent of the height of 
mount everest, 8,850 verti-
cal metres, over the course of 
four days using the stairs in 
his home to raise money for 
charity. 

Most F1 wins 
In october british driver 

Lewis Hamilton overtook mi-
chael schumacher with a re-
cord-breaking 92nd Formula 
one victory in the Portuguese 
Grand Prix.

Accidental achievement 
The aptly-named Austra-

lian Georgie rowe broke a 
world record for indoor row-
ing while she was training at 
home during lockdown.

Germany’s blackest day 
In what Germany coach 

Joachim Loew said was a 
“black day”, spain beat the 
four-time World cup champi-
ons 6-0 in the Nations League, 
handing them their worst de-
feat in 89 years.

Deepest dive 
slovenian Alenka Artnik, 39, 

broke the world freediving re-
cord after a dizzying descent 
to 114 metres with a monofin, 
spending three minutes and 
41 seconds underwater.

Ugandan track master
Ugandan Joshua chep-

tegei broke the 10,000m track 
world record in october with 
a time of 26 mins 11 seconds. 
In August, he had shattered 
the much-vaunted 5,000m 
world record that had stood 
for 16 years. AFP

South Korean boy band BTS performing from South Korea during the 2020 MTV Video Music Awards. AFP

Antarctica smashed its temperature record with a high of 20.75 degrees Celsius. AFP

Ugandan athlete Joshua Cheptegei celebrates after breaking the 
10,000m track world record. AFP
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milwaukee bucks super-
star Giannis Antetokounmpo 
ended speculation about his 
future on Tuesday after agree-
ing a new long-term deal re-
ported to be the biggest in 
NbA history.

Antetokounmpo, who would 
have been able to enter free 
agency next year, said in a state-
ment on Twitter he had agreed to 
a five-year deal with the bucks.

“This is my home, this is my 
city,” the 26 year-old two-time 
NbA mVP said. 

“I’m blessed to be able to be 
a part of the milwaukee bucks 
for the next five years. Let’s 
make these years count. The 
show goes on, let’s get it.”

eSPN reported that Ante-
tokounmpo’s contract exten-
sion was worth $228 million. 
The deal allows an opt out 
after four years. 

eSPN reported that the con-
tract was the biggest in NbA 
history, eclipsing the $206.8 
million five-year deal agreed 
between russell Westbrook 
and the Oklahoma city Thun-
der in 2017.

The deal will also see Ante-
tokounmpo pocket the high-
est average annual salary in 
the NbA over the length of 
the contract, eSPN reported. 
Antetokounmpo will earn an 
average $45.6 million a year. 
Lebron James earns $44.5 
million a season with the Los 
Angeles Lakers.

The eye-watering contract 
marks the latest chapter in 
the rise of Antetokounmpo, 
who was born in Athens to 
Nigerian immigrants and 

once earned money hawking 
watches, bags and sunglasses 
as a street vendor.

After taking up basketball 
as a youth, he was eventually 
spotted by NbA scouts and 
drafted with the 15th overall 
pick by the bucks in 2013. He 
made his league debut as an 
18-year-old later that year.

Antetokounmpo has domi-
nated the NbA in recent sea-
sons, winning the season mVP 
honors this year as well as the 
defensive player of the year 
award, averaging 29.5 points 
and 13.6 rebounds per game.

However Antetokounmpo’s 
dominance has not trans-
lated into championship suc-
cess for the bucks, who were 
eliminated in the eastern 
conference finals by Toronto 
last year before falling to mi-
ami in the early rounds of this 
year’s playoffs.

The bucks continued fail-
ure to reach the NbA Finals 

had led to speculation linking 
Antetokounmpo with a move 
to a proven championship 
contender.

The Golden State Warriors 
have consistently been linked 
with Antetokounmpo, while 
the Lakers were also reported 
to be circling.

However, Antetokoun-
mpo had consistently said 
he would be open to staying 
in milwaukee provided the 
franchise was in a position to 
challenge for championships.

“I don’t see why not to be 
in milwaukee for the next 15 
years,” he said in September.

Antetokounmpo also made 
clear that winning back-to-
back NbA mVP awards was 
no consolation for failing to 
land a title with the bucks.

“I’m happy for this award, 
but I want more,” he said af-
ter winning the mVP award 
in a landslide. “I want to be a 
champion.” AFP

bOruSSIA dortmund’s new 
caretaker coach edin Terzic 
made a winning start Tuesday 
after club captain marco reus 
netted a late winner to seal a 
2-1 victory at Werder bremen.

The 38-year-old Terzic re-
placed Lucien Favre, who was 
sacked Sunday less than 24 
hours after a 5-1 thrashing at 
home by Stuttgart.

“It’s always important to 
come back with a win after 
such a brutal defeat. After a 
change of coach, the team 
knows it has let itself down,” 
match-winner reus told Sky.

Terzic has a contract for 
the rest of the season and 
inspired dortmund to their 
first win in four league games 
while bremen now have four 
straight defeats.

“It was important we 
showed a reaction,” said Ter-
zic, who was Slaven bilic’s 
assistant coach at West Ham 
from 2015-2017.

dortmund took the lead in 
bremen as raphael Guerreiro 
was fastest to stab home with 14 
minutes gone after Jadon San-
cho had a shot charged down.

bremen equalised on 28 
minutes when Josh Sargent 
pounced on a mistake by dort-
mund defender manuel Akanji 
and the ball was worked to Kev-
in moehwald who fired home.

Akanji made amends when 
he won the penalty from which 
reus scored at the second at-
tempt, which was 12 minutes 
from time after Jiri Pavlenka 
saved the initial spot-kick. 

The away win lifts dort-
mund to fourth, three points 
behind league leaders bayer 
Leverkusen, who are at co-
logne on Wednesday.

Stindl hat-trick
union, who host dortmund 

on Friday, were held to a 2-2 
draw at Vfb Stuttgart, whose 
two-metre tall striker Sasa 

Kalajdzic came off the bench 
to score two late goals.

union were 2-0 up with five 
minutes left thanks to goals 
by defender marvin Friedrich 
and Liverpool loanee Taiwo 
Awoniyi. However Kalajdzic 
scored with a header, then 
chested down and fired home, 
his shot surviving scrutiny for 
a handball from the VAr, to 
claim a point.

Hertha berlin remain in mid-
table after their goalless draw at 
second-from-bottom mainz.

earlier, borussia mo-
enchengladbach captain 
Lars Stindl completed a hat-
trick with an equaliser in the 
fifth minute of added time 
to snatch a point in their 3-3 
draw at eintracht Frankfurt.  

Stindl’s late heroics saved a 
point at Frankfurt, but Glad-
bach, who have drawn man-
chester city in the last 16 of 
the champions League, are 
winless in their last five games 
in all competitions.

After Stindl opened the scor-
ing by curling in a 14th minute 
free-kick, Frankfurt roared 
back with three unanswered 
goals including two by Portu-
gal striker Andre Silva. Leading 
3-1, Frankfurt played the last 
10 minutes with 10 men after 
captain david Abraham was 
sent off for a second booking.

With 90 minutes almost up, 
Gladbach won a penalty and 
Stindl stepped up to convert. 
Then he netted a last-gasp 
header to seal the draw. 

The point leaves Gladbach 
eighth, one place and four 
points ahead of Frankfurt. AFP

man city slip up again, title chance fades

Antetokounmpo agrees to 
record five-year new deal

Late reus penalty hands 
new dortmund boss win

I
LKAy Gundogan blamed a con-
gested calendar in a unique 
season for manchester city’s 
failure to match the standards 

they have set under Pep Guardiola 
after a 1-1 draw with West brom 
dealt another blow to their title 
challenge.

Gundogan appeared to have 
opened the floodgates on the half 
hour mark, but ruben dias’s own 
goal two minutes before half-time 
proved costly as city’s problems in 
front of goal continued in a goalless 
second-half.

city have won just five of their 
opening 12 league games of the sea-
son, a far cry from the combined 198 
points they registered in two title-
winning campaigns under Guardio-
la in 2017/18 and 2018/19.

even last season when finishing 
distant runners-up to Liverpool, 
city scored 102 league goals, but the 
stale domination that has charac-
terised a lacklustre campaign was in 
evidence all night as they struggled 
to break through West brom’s deep-
lying defence.

“We had great years where we 
played great football in the past so 
we set the level high,” said Gun-
dogan. “All over europe all the big 
teams are struggling with the tight 
fixtures and it’s not going to be easi-
er in the next weeks.

“That’s an explanation why it is 
not always as easy as the expecta-
tions people have for us. We are not 
machines but we also know when 

we have not played our best game.”
city could have moved to within 

three points of leaders Totten-
ham and Liverpool, who meet on 
Wednesday. Instead Guardiola’s 
men edge up to fifth on goal differ-
ence, still five points off the top.

“These games you have to win, we 
know it, so we drop points,” admit-
ted Guardiola. “It’s not far away the 
top of the league, but you have to 
win games. Still we are in early de-
cember and there are a lot of games 
to play.”

city enjoyed 77 percent posses-
sion and had 26 shots on goal, but 
not until a late flurry of crosses from 
Kevin de bruyne produced two 
stunning saves from Sam Johnstone 
to deny Gundogan and raheem 
Sterling were West brom opened up.

“We created enough to win the 
game. We did everything but in the 
end you have to score,” added Guar-
diola. “We have to be optimistic that 
in the end we will score goals.”

West brom had the first big chance 
of the game when the ball ricocheted 
off Joao cancelo into the path of 
Karlan Grant and he forced ederson 
into a fine save low to his left.

city’s probing was finally reward-
ed on the half hour as Sterling got 
to the by-line and his cut back was 
fired home from the edge of the area 
by Gundogan.

but the hosts shot themselves in 
the foot by conceding for the first 
time in seven games two minutes 
before half-time as they failed to 

clear a free-kick into the box and 
Semi Ajayi’s shot was deflected into 
his own net by dias.

It was one-way traffic after the 
break as city set up camp in the West 
brom half but lacked the imagina-
tion or pace to open the visitors up.

de bruyne was the most likely can-

didate to produce the inspiration his 
side needed but twice Johnstone in 
the West brom goal denied the bel-
gian with low saves to his left.

Guardiola brought city’s all-time 
record scorer Sergio Aguero off the 
bench for the final 15 minutes, but 
the Argentine’s lack of match sharp-

ness after a series of injury problems 
showed as he slashed wide the sort 
of chance he has so often buried.

Johnstone’s heroics in stoppage 
time to deny Gundogan and Sterling 
earned his side a valuable draw that 
moves them to within two points of 
safety. AFP

Manchester City’s midfielder Phil Foden (right) attempts an overhead kick during the English Premier League football match 
between Manchester City and West Bromwich Albion at the Etihad Stadium on December 15. AFP

Bremen’s midfielder Eggestein (right) and Dortmund’s forward Mou-
koko vie for the ball in a Bundesliga game on December 15. AFP

Milwaukee Bucks forward Giannis Antetokounmpo had agreed a new 
five-year deal wih the Bucks. AFP



The rescheduled Tokyo 
Olympics will be the centre-
piece of a crammed sporting 
year in 2021 as sports ad-
ministrators who had their 
calendars wiped away by the 
coronavirus pandemic try to 
fill the gaps even as a second 
wave hits.

While the Games will still 
be called the 2020 Olympics, 
they have been changed by 
Covid-19.

Tokyo organisers and the 
Japanese government are 
struggling with increased 
costs and, despite the grow-
ing possibility of vaccination, 
whether to allow foreign visi-
tors and what safeguards and 
restrictions will apply to spec-
tators and participants. 

In early December, organis-
ers said the delayed Games 
will cost at least an extra $2.4 
billion as the unprecedented 
peacetime postponement 
and a raft of pandemic health 
measures inflate a budget that 
was already over $13 billion.

A poll in July showed that 
just one in four people wanted 
to see the Games held in 2021 
-- and a majority backed either 
further delay or cancellation.

Organisers have reduced the 
number of free tickets, scaled 
down the opening ceremony 
and made savings on mascots, 
banners and meals, but so far 
have cut just $280 million.

“It will be simple rather 
than festive, but I hope it will 
be something moving that 
encourages people through 
the power of sport,” he said.

The organisers are determined 
to go ahead next year, even if the 

pandemic has not receded.
They want to welcome foreign 

spectators and plan to waive 
quarantine requirements.

They plan to require fans to 
wear masks, to refrain from 
cheering and keep their ticket 
stubs for contact tracing.

Athletes will be asked to 
arrive late and leave early, 
minimise their time in the 
Olympic village, refrain from 
speaking loudly, avoid physi-
cal contact and wear masks 
when not competing or train-
ing. They will be screened on 
arrival and undergo tests ev-
ery four to five days.

“I think the Games will go 
off,” World Athletics presi-
dent Sebastian Coe said this 
month. “What nobody is 
clearly across at the moment, 
is... whether we are going to 
have a stadium populated by 
good, noisy, passionate fans.”

The challenge for the or-
ganisers is considerable, since 

the Games bring together 
11,000 athletes from 206 coun-
tries, accompanied by at least 
5,000 officials and coaches, 
20,000 media representatives 
and 60,000 volunteers.

Lost time 
Meanwhile, other sports, 

desperate to make up for lost 
time are, for the most part, 
manoeuvering to minimise 
overlaps between their re-
vamped schedules and the 
Olympic behemoth.

The National Basketball As-
sociation, which only finished 
its coronavirus-hit 2019-20 
season on October 12, agreed 
with its players union to start 
the new season on December 
22, cut the regular season by 10 
games and end it on May 16. 

This was partly to allow play-
ers to compete in Tokyo, al-
though since the playoffs are 
scheduled to continue until July 
22, the day before the Games 

start, some of the biggest stars 
could still miss Tokyo.

One event that has not, 
so far, publicly rethought its 
plans is the other marquee 
casualty from the summer’s 
sporting wipeout: the europe-
an football championships. 

Still called euro 2020, they 
are scheduled to stick to the 
planned 12-city format but 
some member nations have 
reportedly been urging UeFA 
to put all the matches in one 
country.

The significance of the 
Olympics goes beyond sports.

Following on from the 
diplomatic gestures at the 
PyeongChang Winter Games 
in 2018, there is talk of invit-
ing North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-Il to the Tokyo Games 
and holding a summit with 
South Korea, China, the Unit-
ed States and host Japan. 

Another dominant theme 
in 2020, opposition to racism, 
threatens to cause friction in 
Tokyo. 

In early December, Coe 
pointedly gave the World 
Athletics President’s award to 
Tommie Smith, Peter Norman 
and John Carlos, the three 
400m runners who raised a 
fist in a black power salute 
on a medal podium protest at 
the 1968 Mexico City Games.

Thomas Bach, the head of 
the International Olympic 
Committee, quickly responded 
with irritation, saying any ges-
tures opposing racism, such as 
taking a knee, would be against 
his rules prohibiting “political 
and religious marketing” at 
the Games. AFP
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Chelsea lose again amid complacency woe  

real wins, level with 
Sociedad as leaders

F
rANK Lampard be-
lieves Chelsea have be-
come complacent after 
the Blues blew a lead 

to lose 2-1 at Wolves and suffer 
back-to-back Premier League 
defeats for the first time during 
his reign in charge.

Twice in four days Chelsea 
have wasted the chance to 
move to the top of the Pre-
mier League after losing for 
the first time in 18 matches at 
everton on Saturday.

Lampard himself called 
into question his side’s title 
credentials after a 1-0 loss at 
Goodison Park over the week-
end and he believes his play-
ers may have got carried away 
with their unbeaten run.

“Performance is what gives 
you results. We were playing 
very well, on a long unbeaten 
run and then maybe the lads 
think ‘we’re playing well’. The 
minute you think you’re play-
ing well, things like this can 
happen,” said a visibly irked 
Lampard after Pedro Neto 
broke clear to win the game 
in the 95th minute.

“If you’re not playing well 
which we weren’t tonight, 
hang on to the 1-0. Play, con-

trol the game, and don’t allow 
counter attacks like we did.”

There was more evidence 
that Chelsea are still a team in 
transition after a £220 million 
($294 million) transfer spend-
ing spree as two of their big 

money signings, Timo Werner 
and Kai havertz, again failed 
to sparkle.

Lampard’s men remain in 
fifth, three points adrift of 
Tottenham and Liverpool at 
the top, ahead of a clash be-

tween the top two at Anfield 
on Wednesday.

Victory was no more than 
Wolves deserved as they 
bounced back from two con-
secutive defeats since losing 
top scorer raul Jimenez to a 

fractured skull. “We reacted 
well,” said Wolves boss Nuno 
espirito Santo. “I think we were 
always in the game. We were 
well organised and second-half 
we played really well.”

Chelsea disappoint
Other than bursts from 

Christian Pulisic past the 
struggling Nelson Semedo, 
Chelsea created precious lit-
tle from open play.

Set-pieces caused Wolves 
more problems as Olivier 
Giroud headed over when 
he should have hit the target 
before Kurt Zouma crashed a 
header from another corner 
off the crossbar.

Giroud was razor sharp four 
minutes into the second-half 
as he volleyed Ben Chilwell’s 
cross towards goal and the ball 
slipped through rui Patricio’s 
grasp and just over the line.

Falling behind awakened 
Wolves and Fabio Silva was de-
nied his first Premier League 
goal by an offside flag since a 
40 million euro ($47 million) 
move from Porto.

Wolves had not scored in two 
games since losing Jimenez to 
a sickening head knock suf-

fered in a 2-1 win at Arsenal.
But Daniel Podence pro-

duced a moment of magic as 
he twisted and turned inside 
the Chelsea box to find space 
for a shot and his effort deflect-
ed off reece James and inside 
edouard Mendy’s near post.

Chelsea’s record signing, 
havertz, had another night to 
forget. The German interna-
tional was replaced by Mateo 
Kovacic, while Tammy Abra-
ham replaced the injured 
Giroud as Lampard went in 
search of a winner.

Yet, it was Wolves who 
looked the more likely win-
ners in the closing stages.

Neto thought he had won 
a penalty when driving past 
James, but after a VAr review 
referee Stuart Attwell over-
turned his original decision 
as there was no contact on 
the Portuguese winger.

however, Neto was not to be 
denied on the counter-attack 
deep into stoppage time. he 
accelerated past Zouma and 
drove the ball low into the far 
corner to move Wolves into 
the top half of the table and 
within three points of the top 
four. AFP

KArIM Benzema spared real 
Madrid’s blushes on Tuesday 
with the winning brace which 
shot the reigning champions 
to a 3-1 win over Athletic Bil-
bao that draws them level on 
points with La Liga Leaders 
real Sociedad.

Frenchman Benzema head-
ed home a cross from Dani 
Carvajal with 16 minutes re-
maining to put real ahead 
against battling Bilbao, who 
had fought back to level ear-
lier having lost raul Garcia 
to two quickfire bookings in 
opening minutes.

Toni Kroos had given the 
hosts the lead in Madrid with 
a thumping strike on the 
stroke of half-time, but Ander 
Capa rocked the capital club 
six minutes after the break 
when he shot past Thibaut 
Courtois at the second time 
of asking.

The 32-year-old Benzema 
had other ideas however, put-
ting his team in front before 
making sure of the points in 
stoppage time with a clinical 
finish after collecting Luka 
Modric’s pass.

Third-placed Madrid gained 
their fourth straight win in all 
competitions and are equal 
on 26 points with Sociedad, 
who face troubled Barcelona 
at the Camp Nou on Wednes-
day, and local rivals Atletico 
Madrid.

Tuesday’s match was the 
game in hand which real had 
on Sociedad, while Atletico 
have played two games fewer 
than their two title rivals.

Barca are nine points back 
but have two games in hand, 
which they hope will give 
them some momentum to 
what has been a miserable 
season so far. AFP

Chelsea’s striker Giroud (top-left) vies with Wolverhampton Wanderers’ midfielder Saiss (top-right) in an 
EPL football match between Wolves and Chelsea at the Molineux stadium on December 15, 2020. AFP

Real Madrid’s forward Karim Benzema celebrates after scoring in the 
La Liga football match Real Madrid and Athletic Bilbao. AFP

Olympics will be 2021sports focus

The Olympic rings are reinstalled at the waterfront in Tokyo on Decem-
ber 1. AFP


	01
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08
	09
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16

