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Thou Vireak

THE international development arm of 
the German government has committed 
to a €30 million ($36.5 million) loan for 
Cambodia that aims to help undergird 
the Kingdom’s energy efficiency initia-
tives and rural power supply, its embassy 
in Phnom Penh said on December 14.

It said Deutsche Gesellschaft fur 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit 
GmbH’s (GIZ) “new highly conces-
sional reduced-interest loan” would 
contribute “to Cambodia’s ambitious 

targets to reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions and deliver on its promise of 
universal energy access by 2030”.

With a similar €30 million loan com-
mitted in 2018, Germany has sunk in 
€60 million into the Kingdom’s energy 
efficiency efforts, it said.

“The 2018 investment [resulted] in a 
reduction of 20,000 tonnes of CO2 emis-
sions per annum, an increase of net 
energy transmission of the upgraded grid 
by 20 per cent, and an additional 15,000 
households with access to electricity.

“[GIZ] supports Cambodia in 

advancing rural development, public 
health, decentralisation and labour 
standards,” the embassy said.

Ambassador Christian Berger said 
the loan aims to improve energy access, 
cut down on energy costs, better ensure 
the reliability of energy supply and 
curb greenhouse gas emissions.

“A better power grid is good for the 
people, good for the economy, and 
good for the planet,” the embassy 
quoted him as saying.

Niem Chheng

T
HE government has already 
ordered one million doses of 
Covid-19 vaccines from the 
World Health Organisation 

(WHO) COVAX initiative for distribu-
tion to the first 500,000 priority recipi-
ents in the Kingdom, Prime Minister 
Hun Sen confirmed on December 15 
in his address to the nation.

“I can confirm that we have already 

applied for the 20 per cent provision 
in accordance with COVAX proce-
dures, and we have also ordered a 
purchase of one million more doses 
through COVAX. When it will come 
to us I cannot say, but I want to stress 
that Cambodia will only buy vaccines 
from countries certified by the WHO.

“Cambodia will not use its own peo-
ple to test a vaccine from any compa-
ny or any country. This is [my] unwav-
ering position,” Hun Sen said.

“We do not yet know from which 
country the vaccine will be procured. 
According to news reports, a determi-
nation as to which vaccine we will get 
could come in January,” he added.

Because each vaccination will re-
quire two shots, Cambodia would 
need a total of 26 million doses of the 
vaccine, covering 13 million people, 
or 80 per cent of the population. When 
the vaccines arrive, they will be stored 
in a warehouse now under construc-

tion and maintained at a temperature 
of -80 degrees Celsius, Hun Sen said.

COVAX vows to provide vaccines ini-
tially for three per cent, and then up 
to 20 per cent, of a country’s popula-
tion. For Cambodia, this would entail 
eventually receiving 6.4 million doses 
to vaccinate 3.2 million people. For the 
first stage roll-out, however, the na-
tion can anticipate only about half a

PM: Cambodia won’t use 
own people to test vaccine     

Vaccinations  
begin in US as 
Covid deaths 
pass 300,000

GIZ pledges $36M energy loan

THE US kicked off a mass vaccination 
drive on December 14 hoping to turn 
the tide on the world’s biggest coro-
navirus outbreak, as the nation’s death 
toll passed a staggering 300,000.

The start of the desperately awaited 
vaccine programme coincided with 
several European countries announc-
ing new lockdowns amid spiralling 
infections, highlighting the long road 
to ending the global pandemic.

New York nurse Sandra Lindsay 
became the first person in the US to 
receive the Pfizer-BioNTech shot, live 
on television, six days after Britain 
launched the West’s vaccine cam-
paign against Covid-19.

“It didn’t feel any different from tak-
ing any other vaccine,” said Lindsay, 
a critical care nurse at the Long Island 
Jewish Medical Center, imploring all 
US citizens to “do our part” by getting 
vaccinated.

“I hope this marks the beginning of 
the end of this very painful time in 
our history,” she added.

The vaccinations come at one of 
the darkest phases of the pandemic, 
with cases in the US and many other 
countries soaring, and health experts 
struggling against vaccine scepti-
cism, lockdown fatigue and uneven 
adherence to safety rules.

The US – which has the globe’s 
highest death toll, and the largest 
number of reported cases at 16.3 mil-
lion – passed 300,000 deaths just 
hours after vaccinations began.

Doses are being shipped in boxes 
containing dry ice that can keep sup-
plies at -70 degrees Celsius, the tem-
perature needed to preserve the 
Pfizer-BioNTech drug.

Trials have shown the vaccine to be 
95 per cent effective. AFP

in deep water
Residents evacuate their flooded homes in gresik, east Java , indonesia, on tuesday as the rainy season brings floods to many areas in 
Jakarta and Java. AFP
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Soth Koemsoeun

NEARLY 100 landmine signs and red lines 
surrounding the area between border 
posts 32-33 that Thailand Mine Action 
Centre (TMAC) officials had deployed in 
Banteay Meanchey province were removed 
by Cambodian military officers.

Officials said the location where the 
posts were installed in Kouk Romiet 
commune’s Samaki village in the prov-
ince’s Thma Puok district was not yet 
agreed by both parties.

Seng Thearin, deputy commander and 
chief of staff of the Military Region 5, told 
The Post on December 15 that the TMAC 
deployed the landmine signs and red lines 
earlier this month in areas that have not 
yet been approved by the two countries’ 
technical border affairs committees.

“In the past, they always had the idea of 
demining [the area] along the border, under 
the reason that they did not want to endan-
ger the people of the two countries. 

“However, for each request from the Thai 
authority, we always ask for approval from 
the upper level first. It’s to check if the area 
that they had requested is agreed to by 
both countries. In this case, the location 
has not been agreed to,” he said.

Thearin added that if Cambodia allowed 
the Thai side to place landmine signs or 
carry out other activities in the area, it 
would be equal to Cambodia agreeing 
that the land belongs to Thailand. 

Cambodia, he added, has requested 
that both sides maintain the location in 
accordance with the memorandum of 
understanding signed in 2000 and wait 

for the technical border affairs commit-
tees to reach an agreement.

Thearin said that during the removal, 
there was no pressure, no violence or con-
flict with the Thai side. 

Banteay Meanchey provincial governor 
Um Reatrey declined to comment on the case.

The Post could not reach the TMAC for 
comment. 

But the Thai embassy in Cambodia said 
in an emailed response on December 15 
that Thai authorities are investigating to 
avoid any misunderstanding on the rela-
tionship between the two countries.

“For the time being, I think we should wait 
for accurate information and not draw a 
hasty conclusion or make any speculation 

that might cause misunderstanding 
between Cambodians and Thais,” it said.

According to Thearin, relevant authori-
ties informed the Thai side to remove the 
signs by December 9, but there was no 
response or notification from them. 

Cambodia Border Affairs Committee 
chairman Var Kimhong said on Decem-
ber 15 that he had not yet received news 
on the matter.

“Wait until I have received a report 
from the local authorities first. Then, we 
will send our expert officials to investi-
gate, because I do not remember clearly 
whether border posts 32-33 have been 
agreed to or not. We will conduct 
research first,” he said.

Voun Dara

P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen announced that 
Grade 12 National Ex-
amination candidates 

who plan to sit for the exams 
on January 11, 2021 will all 
pass automatically. 

This is because the govern-
ment has yet to put an end to 
the November 28 event – the 
first community transmission 
of Covid-19 in Cambodia. 

The decision came on De-
cember 15 as he addressed 
people across the country 
about the Covid-19 pandemic 
situation. 

“It is an encouragement to 
join the fight against Covid-
19 through students and 
youths ... because this is the 
obligation of political rights 
holders to ensure the peace 
of the country. 

“So, I say that during the 
2019-2020 academic years, 
all high school candidates 
pass the national exam. They 
[should] work hard to start en-
rolling in a university,” he said.

“Providing passing or failing 
scores is one thing. We must 
accept what has happened to 
our country and to the world.

“The quality of education 
has declined a little bit, and 
I do see the difficulties in not 
taking the exams. But this 
person fails, that person pass-
es. If it is so difficult, I get all 
of them to pass the exams,” 
he added. 

Hun Sen said that his an-
nouncement on national ex-
ams will make the students 
happy, because they don’t 

need to fear day after day 
about contracting Covid-19. 

Although they take the ex-
ams, they don’t pass. Some 
don’t take the exams because 
they are fearful. We don’t have 
a good choice but to do now. 
They cannot take the exams 
together. Exams at each uni-
versity cannot be held be-
cause I don’t allow the exams 
to be held,” he said.

Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport spokesman 
Ros Soveacha said on Decem-
ber 15: “The ministry respects 
and accepts the recommen-
dation by Samdech Techo 
Prime Minister [Hun Sen] for 
internal discussion and then 
will inform this case soon.” 

A Ministry of Education 

report and seen by The Post 
said that high school exam 
candidates this year totalled 
121,108. There are 113,080 
exam candidates from state 
schools, of whom 59,804 are 
female candidates. There are 
8,028 exam candidates from 
private schools, of whom 
4,104 are female candidates.

Federation of Education 
Services in Cambodia presi-
dent Pech Bolen supported 
the decision by the prime 
minister because it can re-
duce spending and other 
risks in these difficult times 
due to the Covid-19 problem 
nowadays.

“The high school exami-
nation doesn’t determine 
knowledge, studies and work 

of students. So allowing stu-
dents to pass the examina-
tion enables them to contin-
ue studies at university levels 
or technical and professional 
training,” he said.

A Grade 12 student named 
Lasi Mana was happy to hear 
Hun Sen’s announcement. 

“As long as they pass this 
Grade 12 examination, it is 
good. What is more important 
is we have work and continue 
[our] studies at universities. 

“But for those who think 
that it is not good because 
they don’t [have the chance 
to] demonstrate their capaci-
ties. For me, I think a majority 
of students think that as long 
as they pass the examination, 
it is good,” she said.
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million doses. That is why 
Cambodia needs to buy an 
additional million doses, Hun 
Sen explained.

The first half million people 
to be vaccinated would in-
clude over 400,000 individu-
als prioritised by the Ministry 
of Health. Among them would 
be healthcare workers, teach-
ers, military and police, court 
staff and attorneys, waste col-
lectors, taxi and tuk-tuk driv-
ers, clergy, and athletes.

Government officials from de-
partments of prisons, fisheries 
and forestry, tax and customs, 
health, education and utilities, 
at the national and local levels, 
would also be given priority. 

In order to make the nation 
resilient to the virus, the prime 
minister anticipated that four-
fifths of the total population 
– everyone 15 years-old and 
above – would ultimately get 
vaccinated for free.

Hun Sen expressed his ap-
preciation and national pride 
in response to the public vol-
untarily embracing the gov-
ernment’s plans for vaccine 
procurement and distribution.

“When I come to talk about 
the vaccine issue, I get goose-
bumps. I did not expect it 
would become such a huge 
national movement and a 
foundation for the protection 
of public health. This is a wide-
spread and deeply felt belief 
across our nation. The spirit of 

solidarity and national unity – 
it’s overwhelmingly.

“The hearts of our brothers 
and sisters are enormous, and 
the generosity comes from 
all walks of life – from work-
ers, people with disabilities, 
artists, actors – from every-
where,” he said.

As of December 14, more 
than 38,000 Cambodians 
had donated upwards of $49 
million for the purchase of 
Covid-19 vaccines. The gov-
ernment expects to spend 
$100 - $200 million, includ-
ing the public’s charity funds, 
to purchase the vaccine from 
COVAX, Hun Sen said.

Aside from the vaccine bud-
get, Cambodia has $538 mil-
lion cash on hand available 
for fighting Covid-19 and eco-
nomic recovery afterwards. 
That sum represents a $250 
million loan from the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB), 
a $238 million loan from the 
Japan International Coopera-
tion Agency (JICA), and a $50 
million loan from South Ko-
rea’s Economic Development 
Cooperation Fund (EDCF). It 
does not include the govern-
ment’s reserves, Hun Sen said.

Political analyst Lao Mong 
Hay said he trusted medical 
experts and strictly followed 
their instructions to protect 
himself from this virus.

“I would trust them rather 
than non-experts when it 
comes to the vaccination 
strategic plan,” he said.

PM: public generosity, 
unity is overwhelming

‘All pass’: Grade 12 students 
allowed to skip nat’l exams

Grade 12 students queue before entering an examination centre in Phnom Penh last year. HENG CHIVOAN

Prime Minister Hun Sen  addresses the nation on Tuesday. SPM

Landmine signs had been placed in border regions of Bantea Meanchey province. frESH NEwS

Thailand’s landmine signs removed
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Pm warns nation to stay cautious amid covid
Mom Kunthear

P
rIme mINISTer Hun Sen 
said on december 15 that 
although cambodia had ap-
parently managed to con-

tain the community transmission of 
covid-19 from November 28, it can-
not yet definitively declare an end 
to the incident primarily because 
more time is needed to do a thor-
ough contact tracing. 

Hun Sen made the statement from 
his residence in Kandal province’s 
Takhmao town on december 15 
as part of his address to the nation 
about the covid-19 situation and 
the first-phase purchase of one mil-
lion doses of covid-19 vaccine. 

He said there were five main rea-
sons that prevented him from an-
nouncing with complete certainty an 
end to the November 28 community 
incident – a reference to the first con-
firmed case of local transmission.  

One reason, related to the contact 
tracing process, was that it was not 
yet completely known where all the 
covid-19 patients may have visited 
over the period of 14 days before 
they were confirmed to have the vi-
rus and that it was also possible that 
some of them may have forgotten 
about some of the places they had 
been over those two weeks. 

He also said that sometimes people 
that are in direct or indirect contact 
do not come forward with this infor-
mation due to a fear of testing posi-
tive and that some people who had 
admitted to having been in contact 
with an infected person have yet to 
test a second or third time to confirm 
that they had not been infected. 

Additionally, those who have been 
kept in quarantine from November 29 

to december 14 still need to test nega-
tive a third time in order to be released.   

Finally, the prime minister ques-
tioned whether there were those 
who had been in contact with the 
November 28 covid-19 patients – 
particularly in the provinces they 
had visited before they were con-
firmed to have the virus – who were 
yet to be identified.  

“I would like to announce that the 
November 28 event is now under 
control. but I cannot yet declare it 
has ended. citizens, please contin-
ue to maintain [heightened precau-
tions] for the safety of all. 

“The announcement of an end to 
the event can be made after January 
20,” he said.

Hun Sen also called on citizens 
to continue to carry out preventive 
measures such as tracking people 
who do not quarantine according to 

covid-19 guidelines. 
He reminded cambodians of 

the pandemic “dO’s” such as wear 
masks, wash hands; and maintain 
social and physical distancing of 
over 1.5m.

He also reiterated the coronavirus 
“dON’T’S”, advising people against 
visiting unventilated indoor places 
with air-conditioning and no fresh air, 
going to overcrowded places, touching 
each other, shaking hands, standing 
near each other or hugging each other.    

He asked that markets and other 
public places take people’s tempera-
tures before entry, require the wear-
ing of masks, allow for maintaining 
distance between people, and prac-
tice good hygiene. 

Hun Sen also instructed capital 
and provincial authorities to tem-
porarily close any business that fails 
to carry out the measures recom-

mended by the ministry of Health.
Hun Sen also said that he and his 

government have been preparing 
in advance for 2021 and the years 
ahead, including preparations for any 
possible incidents of large scale com-
munity transmission. He said that 
widespread community transmission 
must not be allowed to happen. 

He called for more health centres to 
be created to aid in the prevention of 
any further community transmission 
events and he said that health centres 
have to cooperate with private hospi-
tals to train and strengthen the capac-
ity of cambodian doctors generally. 

He also mentioned that labora-
tories in Phnom Penh, Siem reap, 
Preah Sihanouk and battambang 
provinces are to be expanded and 
that laboratory doctors and techni-
cians are to be supplied with better 
equipment. 

Finally, they will have to prepare 
quarantine facilities sufficient for a 
widespread outbreak should one oc-
cur and be prepared to enforce quar-
antine procedures and to treat any 
breach of quarantine with the utmost 
seriousness.  

regarding the November 28 com-
munity incident, the health ministry 
announced that three more covid-19 
patients had recovered. 

The first is a 57-year-old cambo-
dian man who lives in the borey Peng 
Huoth gated community on Hun Sen 
blvd in Phnom Penh. He is the direc-
tor-general of General department of 
Prisons under the ministry of Interior. 

The second is a 30-year-old cambo-
dian woman living in Nirouth com-
mune in Phnom Penh’s chbar Ampov 
district. She is a family member of the 
driver of the prisons director-general. 

The third is a 34-year-old woman 

who also lives in Nirouth commune. 
She worked at the interior ministry 
and had been in contact with the pris-
ons director-general. 

All three have been discharged from 
hospital. 

Hun Sen said that from January up 
until now, 250,000 people had been 
tested for covid-19 and that this is one 
of the highest per-capita rates of test-
ing for any country. He also advised 
the health ministry to further improve 
its contact tracing. 

On december 15, the health minis-
try confirmed one case of community 
transmission and two imported cases. 

The local transmission case is the 
one-year-old son of the 30-year-old 
woman from chbar Ampov district’s 
Nirouth commune. Her son was pos-
sibly exposed during the November 28 
community incident.

One of the two imported cases is a 
66-year-old cambodian-American 
woman who arrived in cambodia from 
the US via South Korea on december 
13.  She has been admitted to the chak 
Angre Health centre in Phnom Penh. 

There were 104 passengers onboard 
travelling alongside her but they all 
tested negative. They are being kept 
in quarantine for 14 days at two sepa-
rate hotels and at the US embassy in 
Phnom Penh. 

The second imported case is a 34-
year-old Japanese woman who arrived 
in cambodia from Japan via South Ko-
rea on december 13. 

There were 64 passengers onboard 
travelling alongside her but they have 
all tested negative. They are all being 
kept in quarantine at two separate ho-
tels in the capital. 

As of december 15, cambodia had 
recorded a total of 362 cases, with 312 
recoveries. 

A Covid-19 banner erected near Olympic Stadium on Tuesday. afp



National
4 THE PHNOM PENH POST  december  16, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Nine working groups to keep tabs on S reap 38-road project
Nov Sivutha

AN iNter-miNiSteriAl committee 
has set up nine technical working 
groups to inspect and monitor the con-
struction techniques being utilised to 
build 38 roads in Siem reap town. 

these working groups will assess the 
work of the construction crews imple-
menting these projects by regularly 
inspecting each construction site in 
person so that all road-building crews 
operate under the legally required con-
ditions for worker and public safety 
and correctly make use of standard and 
approved construction techniques.

ministry of Public Works and trans-
port spokesman Kong Vimean told 
The Post on december 14 that each 
working group had to submit reports 
on day-to-day activities once every 
two weeks to the work evaluation and 
inspection groups as well as the inter-
ministerial committee.

“One of the nine technical working 
groups is the construction and cadas-
tral [surveying] working group who are 
involved in the production of the basic 
blueprints intended for use across the 
whole of Siem reap town,” he said.

transparency international cam-

bodia executive director Pech Pisey 
said the technical working groups 
should be set up in a manner that 
divides important roles between 
them and defines each group’s duties 
clearly so that the inspection of the 
construction work will go smoothly. 

“if too many groups oversee the 
work, it’s like having too many cooks 

in the kitchen and then you might 
scorch your sticky rice cakes. So, two 
or three working groups should have 
been set up instead with smaller groups 
going to inspect the work,” he said.

Pisey urged accountability and 
transparency in the use of public 
money to carry out these projects, 
whether it is the 38-road renovation 

project in Siem reap town or any 
other government planned infra-
structure or improvements.

Public Works minister Sun chanthol 
said on december 14 that among the 
nine technical working groups were 
teams tasked with inspecting the 
quality of roads, monitoring road 
construction projects, monitoring 
rain sewage network and wastewater 
sewage-related construction, over-
sight of security camera installation, 
oversight and placement of traffic 
lights, and oversight of landscaping 
projects such as the planting of trees. 

there are also working groups 
studying road urbanisation, designs, 
road architecture, public roads and 
various architectural designs relating 
to the projects. 

the 38-road project in Siem reap 
town will add or revamp a total of 
108.74km of roads. the construction 
of these roads will cost over $140 
million.

Another $9 million will be spent on 
essential work involving the construc-
tion of rainwater and wastewater sew-
age networks, made necessary in part 
by the impact of the added paved sur-
face area in Siem reap town.

it is expected to take 13 months for 
the roads to be constructed, and 
plans call for construction to be com-
pleted by the end of 2021. 

the 38 roads are to be divided into 
four types.  the first type will be roads 
in tourist areas which will see heavy traf-
fic and that already have good drainage 
capacity.  they are to be paved with 
5cm-thick asphalt-concrete tarmac.  

the second type of road will also be 
constructed in high traffic tourist 
areas, but in places where drainage 
could be an issue. these roads are to 
be built with 20cm-high concrete and 
rebar and then paved with 7cm-thick 
asphalt-concrete tarmac.  

the third type of road to be built 
will be those outside of high traffic 
areas or tourist areas. they will be 
built with 20cm-thick concrete and 
rebar, with no additional paving.

the fourth type of road to be con-
structed will be the roads that detour 
outside or around town. roads that 
are still in good condition will just be 
newly paved with asphalt-concrete 
tarmac. road sections that are in bad 
condition will have to be rebuilt com-
pletely starting with 25cm-thick con-
crete and rebar.

drug rehab runaways 
‘don’t pose high risk to 
society’: NAcd’s Vyrith
Kim Sarom

NAtiONAl Authority for com-
bating drugs (NAcd) secre-
tary-general and spokesman 
meas Vyrith said drug addicts 
who fled the Keo Phos drug 
rehabilitation centre in Preah 
Sihanouk province’s Stung Hav 
district on November 20 do not 
pose a high risk to society. 

He said the relevant author-
ities are investigating the case 
and working to locate those 
who ran away to bring them 
back to the centre. 

After moving from the Kra-
ing thnong rehabilitation cen-
tre in Phnom Penh to the Keo 
Phos drug rehabilitation cen-
tre, about 30 of the 83 drug 
addicts have fled. 

“Actually, they are drug-affect-
ed individuals. We checked and 
treated them and they have been 
treated, but they are ready to 
rehabilitate, so their risk to create 
social problems is low,” he said. 

Vyrith said he was aware of 
the escape, but could not 
resume work until december 
10, when his self-quarantine 
ended following a trip abroad. 

He said he was now at the Keo 
Phos drug rehabilitation cen-
tre verifying their identities and 
contacting their guardians. He 
said most drug-affected peo-
ple, who were brought to the 
centre by their guardians, do 

not have a job or skill.
“they are considered as vic-

tims of drugs, and we have to 
give them jobs when they stay 
in the centre because most of 
them do not have a real job. 
they have to receive food and 
accommodation services from 
the government,” he said.

Krang thnong rehabilitation 
centre director Pin Valda said he 
had sent a list of the 30 escapees to 
the Phnom Penh municipal court 
to search for their addresses.

“the reason we contacted the 
court was because some of them 
were detained by the police. After 
the arrest, the police made a 
report to the court, so their names 
are in the court file,” he said.

licadho deputy director Am 
Sam Ath agreed that drug users 
should be considered victims 
and should be treated at a 
rehabilitation centre.

 but he cautioned that some 
drug users also cause a lot of 
problems for society. He 
observed that some of them 
committed crimes such as theft 
and robbery, and some beat 
their wives and children while 
under the influence of drugs.

“the drug problem is a concern. 
it will affect our country’s human 
resources in the future and affect 
social security. therefore, all 
stakeholders must jointly pre-
vent and crack down on drug-
related activities,” he said. 

Voun Dara

c
AmbOdiA has been 
one of the world’s 
leading countries 
in reducing poverty 

over the past 25 years, ac-
cording to officials attending 
the international Forum on 
Sharing Poverty reduction 
experience held on decem-
ber 14 and 15 in beijing. 

At the forum, participants 
expressed their commitment 
to continue working together 
to accelerate the process of 
alleviating global poverty.

cambodian minister of rural 
development Ouk rabun said 
in a press release that the 
forum was organised by the 
State council leading Group 

Office and information Office 
of the People’s republic of 
china, with leaders and repre-
sentatives from various 
nations, UN agencies, devel-
opment partners, civil society 
organisations and research 
institutions participating.

the forum aims to mobilise 
all stakeholders to strengthen 
mutual trust in global poverty 
reduction as an important 
contribution towards achiev-
ing the UN Sustainable devel-
opment Goals (SdGs) for 2030, 
the minister said.

rabun attributed cambodia’s 
progress in reducing poverty to 
efforts by its government and 
partners, notably china, to 
develop rural infrastructure, 
especially roads, water sup-

plies, environmental clean-up 
projects and sanitation, as well 
as capacity building across 
industries nationwide.

rabun said the forum is a 
response to the current press-
ing situations and signals 
support among the interna-
tional community to adhere 
to multi-party policy, the pro-
tection of peace and sustain-
able development. 

in a statement, liu Youngfu, 
the director of china’s State 
council leading Group Office of 
Poverty Alleviation and devel-
opment, welcomed the contri-
butions of delegates in sharing 
their experiences and views on 
global poverty reduction.

cambodian delegate theng 
Pagnathun told The Post on 

december 15 that the govern-
ment remains focused on imple-
menting policies and strategies 
that directly reduce poverty.

He cited census statistics 
indicating that in 2014, cam-
bodia’s poverty rate stood at 
13.5 per cent of a total popula-
tion of about 15.25 million 
people. by 2016-2017, the pov-
erty rate had fallen below 10 
per cent while the population 
rose by half a million. 

“currently, even though the 
results of the 2019 population 
census haven’t been officially 
announced, our total popula-
tion is over 16 million people. 
but for 2019-2020, we haven’t 
yet made predictions for 
recalculating the poverty 
rate,” he said.

The 38-road project in Siem Reap town will add or revamp a total of 108.74km of roads. NACD

National Authority for Combating Drugs (NACD) secretary-general and 
spokesman Meas Vyrith. pUBLIC WORKS MINISTRY

Minister Ouk Rabun attributes Cambodia’s progress in reducing poverty to efforts by the government and partners. RURAL DEVELOpMENT MINISTRY

cambodia relays experience 
in poverty reduction at forum
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Flooding cuts 
crop harvests, 
new planting
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

r
AIN-induced floods 
at the end of the rainy 
season made crop 
cultivation during the 

dry season for 2020-2021 slow 
and reduced the total amount 
of land under cultivation from 
the previous year.

Horticultural and industrial 
crops for the dry season this 
year are also down, according 
to a report released by the min-
istry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries on december 15.

The ministry’s estimates for 
the amount of rice that will be 
grown during the dry season 
in 2020-2021 show a total of 
459,200ha of crops across the 
country, which is 150,242ha 
less than last year.

The reduction of the dry sea-
son rice harvest planned for 
this year was due to concerns 
about a possible drought, 
which would lead to a short-
age of water for irrigation. 

“As of december 9, 2020, the 
dry season rice crop for 2020-
2021 is growing on 304,099ha 
or about 66.2 per cent of the 
total area planned for,” the 
report said. 

In addition to the land un-
der cultivation for the rice 

crop, land use for horticultur-
al and industrial crops during 
the dry season this year has 
also been reduced.

The ministry planned to 
grow horticultural crops in-
cluding white corn, sweet 
potatoes, chilli pepper, water-
melons and a variety of other 
vegetables on 37,312ha during 
the dry season this year, which 
is 8,521ha less than last year. 

Industrial crops including 
red corn, sweet potatoes, le-
gumes (such as peanuts and 
soybeans), sesame, sugar-
cane, jute, tobacco and lotus-
es will be grown on 84,770ha 
during the dry season, which 
is 4,164ha less than last year.

As of december 9, horticul-
tural crops were being grown 
on 12,541ha or about 33.6 per 
cent of the total land that the 
ministry had expected would 
be used. Industrial crops were 
being grown on 33,477ha, or 
about 39.5 per cent of what 
had been planned for this 
season. 

“Overall, the pace of growth 
for rice crops, horticultural 
and industrial crops during 
the dry season for 2020-2021 
is much slower than last year 
largely because of natural di-
sasters,” the report said.

The ministry also sent teams 
of experts to advise farmers 
to try to grow dry season rice 
and other crops while being 
careful to conserve as much 
water as possible as a pre-
caution against the looming 
possibility of a drought still 
occurring this season.

In cambodia, two crops of 
rice are typically grown per 
year. The monsoon-season 
(or long-cycle) crop is gen-
erally planted in late may 
through to July and harvested 
in december, whereas the 
dry-season (or short-cycle) 
crop is planted in November 

and collected in January-Feb-
ruary of the following year, 
according to the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organisation. 

ministry spokesman Srey 
Vuthy said the floods at the 
end of the rainy season had 
taken a heavy toll on this 
year’s dry-season harvest.

As of december 9, rice crops 
in 19 provinces had been affect-
ed or damaged by rain-induced 
flooding. A total of 314,042ha of 
the rice crop, or about 11.25 per 
cent of cambodia’s total rice 
crop of 2,588,130ha, has been 
affected in some way, accord 
ing to ministry data.

Vuthy noted that 133,405ha 
of the affected crops had sus-
tained significant damage.

He said an additional 
10,001ha of horticultural 
crops and 87,212ha of indus-
trial crops have been impact-
ed similarly, with 2,310ha of 
those horticultural crops and 
59,005ha of those industrial 
crops having been seriously 
damaged by the floods.

Following the floods, 
31,492ha of rice crops and 
49,387ha of horticultural and 
industrial crops had been 
successfully restored, he said.

“besides striving to grow rice 

crops and all kinds of other 
crops during this dry season, 
farmers have also attended to 
rainy season rice stalks. They 
have restored these rice stalks 
after past floods to obtain a 
sufficient yield for sustaining 
their livelihoods,” Vuthy said. 

He added that as of decem-
ber 9, a total of 1,977,916ha 
of the monsoon-season rice 
crop from the 2,790,829ha of 
land under cultivation this 
year had been harvested. 
Farmers had yielded a total of 
6,234,494 tonnes of paddy at 
an average of 3.15 tonnes per 
hectare.

A woman harvest rices in Kampong Speu province. In Cambodia, two crops of rice are typically grown per year. hean Rangsey
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ASIAN markets fell across 
the board on december 15 as 
surging virus infections force 
governments to impose tight-
er containment measures, 
trumping the rollout of vac-
cines, while the pound held 
gains on hopes for a post-br-
exit trade deal.

The downbeat mood also 
comes despite some opti-
mism that US lawmakers are 
inching towards finally agree-
ing a new stimulus for the 
world’s top economy.

Investors have taken a 
breather this month after 
November’s spectacular 
rally powered by the news 
of vaccines being shown to 
be effective, and Joe biden’s 
election victory.

Paul Nolte at Kingsview In-
vestment management said 
in a note: “Signs of market 
fatigue are more prevalent 
today than a month ago, even 
as the popular average is near 
all-time highs.

“The much-awaited cor-
rection could come as inves-
tors tire of Washington, worry 
about the covid cases over 
the holidays, or some other 
concern that is likely to pass 
in a few months.”

While the US on decem-
ber 14 began inoculations, 
its death toll hit 300,000 and 
analysts warned that while 
there is light at the end of the 
tunnel, there was still a lot of 
pain ahead.

Soaring case numbers have 
forced leaders to re-impose 
measures to stop the disease 
spreading, with New York city 
mayor bill de blasio saying a 
“full shutdown” could be an-
nounced soon.

That comes as countries 
around the world struggle to 
get a grip on the crisis.

London faces new tough 
restrictions, following the rest 
of britain into the highest tier 
of containment, while the 
Netherlands was preparing 
to enter its strictest lockdown 
since the pandemic began.

Turkey, France and Ger-
many were also imposing 
tougher measures ahead of 
the christmas holiday.

The dow and S&P 500 both 
fell on Wall Street but the 
Nasdaq rose as tech firms 
benefit from people being 
forced to stay home.

Asia fared no better, with To-
kyo, Hong Kong, Shanghai, Syd-
ney, Seoul and Singapore lead-
ing losses across the region.

London opened lower after 
data showed british unem-
ployment had hit its highest 
level since 2016, while Paris 
and Frankfurt were also down.

There was little movement 
from news that china’s econ-
omy continued to improve 
last month, with retail sales 

and industrial output grow-
ing in line with expectations.

Traders continue to moni-
tor talks on a fresh US rescue 
package on capitol Hill after 
a bipartisan group of law-
makers put forward a pro-
posal they hope will break a 
months-long deadlock.

Senators put forward two 
plans – a $748 billion bill 
with almost $300 billion in 
aid for small business, $300 
a week in extra unemploy-
ment benefits and money 
for vaccine distribution; and 
another worth $160 billion 
for state aid and liability pro-
visions for companies.

The second part aims to 
settle the two key sticking 
points that have kept demo-
crats and republicans from 
making a deal.

republican Senator mitt 
romney told a news confer-
ence, announcing the plans: 
“We have people hurting 
right now. We have an emer-
gency, so let’s do what we 
need to do to take care of the 
emergency.”

However, it is not known 
if the bill has the support of 
donald Trump and republi-
can Senate majority Leader 
mitch mcconnell.

And Axi strategist Stephen 
Innes warned: “Unless policy-
makers over-deliver on mar-
ket expectation, especially 
at this time of year when our 
risk-taking proclivities give 
way to profit-taking, it seems 
virus-related economic re-
strictions will never cease to 
weigh as the market contin-
ues to straddle that fence be-
tween hope and reality.”

The pound was holding up 
as british and eU negotiators 
pressed ahead with talks on 
a trade deal with just over 
two weeks until the decem-
ber 31 deadline.

An eU diplomat said lead 
negotiator michel barnier had 
spoken of a “narrow path” to a 
trade deal with London, while 
the bloc’s chief Ursula von der 
Leyen said: “There is move-
ment. That is good.”

Sterling rallied on decem-
ber 14 after the two sides 
agreed to talk past a self-im-
posed december 13 deadline 
and “go the extra mile” for a 
pact, though british Prime 
minister boris Johnson has 
warned there is a very good 
chance they will not reach an 
agreement.

michael Hewson at cmc 
markets said: “With the Irish 
foreign minister Simon cov-
eney saying that a deal was 90 
per cent done it would be ab-
solutely extraordinary if the 
deal were to founder on the 
remaining 10 per cent, but as 
with anything the devil is in 
the detail.” AFP

Asian markets fall as 
covid surge leads to 
additional lockdowns

renaissance says still on track 
to extract gold in first half 2021
May Kunmakara

r
eNAISSANce min-
erals (cambodia) 
Ltd, a subsidiary of 
Australia-listed em-

erald resources NL, says it 
has largely weathered the fall-
out from covid-19 and is on 
track to begin extracting gold 
in the first half of next year.

renaissance is in the pro-
cess of developing a gold 
mine in the Okvau area in 
mondulkiri province’s south-
western Keo Seima district.

renaissance operations 
manager bernie cleary told 
The Post that the company is 
importing heavy earthmoving 
machinery and crushing, mill-
ing and gold-extraction equip-
ment for its processing facility.

He said: “This mine is the 
very first of its kind to be built 
in cambodia after many years 
of exploration. And following 
rigorous processes, a detailed 
environmental and Social 
Impact Assessment was com-
pleted to ensure no net loss to 
the environment or negative 
impact on the communities.

“The project obtained full 
environmental Permitting 
from the ministry of envi-
ronment in 2017 and a sub-
sequent Industrial mining 
Licence from the ministry 
of mines and energy in 2018 
followed by a mineral Invest-
ment Agreement in late 2019 
with the ministry of mines 
and energy and the ministry 
of economy and Finance.”

In its third quarter financial 
report, emerald managing di-
rector morgan Hart said the 
company continued to ad-
vance development activities 
at the Okvau Gold Project in 

the period July-September.
He said: “Significant prog-

ress [was] made in offsite steel 
fabrication and key mechani-
cal and electrical components 
in addition to site infrastruc-
ture in line with the project-
development timeline.

“The development of the 
Okvau Gold mine has been 
scheduled with regards to 
the normal seasonal varia-
tions in weather. The project 
development has advanced 
significantly in line with ex-
pectations during the June-
October ‘wet season’. 

“The balance of construction 
activities through to commis-
sioning and first gold produc-

tion will be completed with 
the added benefit of occurring 
during the ‘dry season’.

“The exceptional standard 
our dedicated team are set-
ting in country in relation to 
suitable protocols to ensure 
the continued health and 
wellbeing of staff, contrac-
tors and stakeholders dur-
ing the worldwide challenge 
of covid-19, is a key factor 
to emerald maintaining our 
current guidance.”

According to cleary, the mine 
will produce “approximately 
106,000 ounces of gold per an-
num on average over seven-
plus years from a single open 
pit”, with taxes and royalties 

payable to the government.
He said: “renaissance is 

proud to not only be building 
cambodia’s first large scale 
mine but also leading the way 
in establishing a mining in-
dustry in cambodia that we 
can all be proud of.”

According to the report, the 
Okvau fully-funded $98 mil-
lion Gold mine development 
continues “on time, on bud-
get”, with consolidated cash 
to the tune of about A$109 
million (US$82 million) as of 
September 30.

It said: “emerald remains 
fully funded to develop the 
Okvau Gold Project with ad-
ditional contingency.”

Renaissance is on track to begin extracting gold in the first half of next year. POST STAFF

credit restructuring applications down
Thou Vireak

THe cambodia microfinance 
Association (cmA) said the 
number of applicants for cred-
it restructuring remained on a 
significant, encouraging down-
trend and augurs particularly 
well for the finance sector.

Last month, the National 
bank of cambodia (Nbc) 
announced that all financial 
institutions should continue to 
allow restructuring of their cus-
tomer’s loans until mid-2021.

cmA communications 
department director Kaing 
Tongngy said that by Novem-
ber’s end over 290,000 clients 
affected by covid-19 had applied 
to the association’s 103 member 
microfinance institutions (mFIs) 
for credit restructuring.

He said more than 270,000 of 
these clients have been approved 

by their mFI to restructure loans 
collectively totalling more than 
$1.3 billion in credit.

“most recently, the number 
of customers requesting cred-
it restructuring hadn’t been 
ticking up, but rather appeared 
to be routinely declining. The 
exception being the last two to 
three weeks, where the number 
of applications has remained 
at around 1,000 per week,” 
Tongngy said.

He said that as of October 
the number of loans at risk for 
default in the microfinance 
sector fell to 2.2 per cent. As a 
general rule, the sector is con-
sidered to be in good health if 
the number of at-risk loans is 
under five per cent.

He added: “We think that the 
principle of credit restructuring 
for our customers really helped 
to ease their repayment burden, 

especially during this period 
affected by covid-19, and this 
has contributed to our lower-
than-expected credit risk.”

Prasac microfinance Institu-
tion Ltd (Prasac) executive 
vice-president Say Sony told 
The Post that his mFI has also 
seen a declining number of 
restructuring requests from its 
customers despite the fact that 
the covid-19 pandemic has not 
yet been contained. 

He said: “We are testament 
to the gradually decreasing 
trend of customers applying 
for credit restructuring as 
compared with the initial 
phases [of covid-19].

“but we will continue to 
restructure credit for customers 
so that it remains possible for 
them to make their payments. 
At the same time, we’ll continue 
to prepare new loans for [eligi-

ble] customers as usual.”
Vithey microfinance Plc 

director and ceO bun mony 
echoed Sony’s comments on 
the drop in loan restructuring 
applications at his institutions 
over the past few months, 
which he said shows that peo-
ple’s livelihoods seem to be on 
a path to normalcy.

“There are now several covid-
19 vaccines on the table, and that 
could reduce the amount of 
credit restructuring. Perhaps 
there’ll be no need to continue 
to restructure credit,” he said.

According to Tongngy, total 
loans in the cambodian sector 
today – including mFIs, leasing 
companies and rural credit 
operators – amounted to more 
than $7 billion with more than 
2.1 million clients, while depos-
its totalled $3.8 billion with 2.8 
million depositors.

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,048 1.2753 6.5451 104.09 4.0555 1.3345 30.05 0.7523 1.2160 1.3302



THE US Federal Trade Com-
mission (FTC) on December 
13 sent orders to Amazon, Fa-
cebook, Twitter, YouTube and 
other internet giants demand-
ing troves of information about 
their data collection, ad prac-
tices, and user engagement.

The orders endorsed by four 
of the five FTC commissions 
were sent under the author-
ity of a federal act that lets the 
agency conduct studies for 
legislators to have on hand 
when crafting relevant laws.

The FTC issued orders for nine 
social media and video stream-
ing companies, requiring them 
“to provide data on how they 
collect, use, and present person-
al information; their advertising 
and user engagement practices, 
and how their practices affect 
children and teens”.

Intended recipients were 
listed as Amazon, TikTok-par-
ent ByteDance, gamer chat 
platform Discord, Facebook, 
Reddit, Snap, Twitter, What-
sApp and YouTube.

Amazon made the list due 
to its popular Prime stream-
ing television service, accord-
ing to the FTC.

The FTC said in a release: 
“The commission’s study will 
lift the hood on the social me-
dia and video streaming firms 
to carefully study their engines.

“The FTC wants to understand 
how business models influence 
what Americans hear and see, 
with whom they talk, and what 
information they share.”

Topics of scrutiny will in-
clude what social media and 
video streaming services do 
with information about users, 
as well as how they determine 

which ads people see, and their 
tactics for promoting engage-
ment, according to the FTC.

Commissioner Noah Joshua 
Phillips said in his lone dissent 
that the orders are “an undis-
ciplined foray into a wide va-
riety of topics, some only tan-
gentially related to the stated 
focus of this investigation”.

The orders are “sprawling 
and scattershot” and so broad 
that they are likely to make it 
difficult for the FTC to glean 
insights that will be of use to 
Congress or others, Phillips 
contended.

Each of the companies is be-
ing told to respond to the order 
within 45 days of receipt. AFP

Business
7THE PHNOM PENH POST  DECEmBER  16, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Experts say VN rubber industry should 
target sustainability, global certification
S

USTAINABLE latex production 
is important for Vietnam’s rub-
ber industry, and the country 
should focus on getting rubber 

plantations to obtain certifications on 
sustainability, experts have said.

Vietnam Rubber Association 
(VRA) deputy chairman and secre-
tary-general Vo Hoang An said the 
country produces around 1.1 mil-
lion tonnes of natural rubber every 
year, with 60 per cent coming from 
small farming households, and im-
ports another half a million tonnes 
from Cambodia and Laos annually.

Vietnam is the third largest exporter 
of natural rubber in the world, with 
around 80 per cent of its output ex-
ported and China being the biggest 
buyer.

The remaining 20 per cent is used 
for making products such as tyres, 
shoe soles and sport equipment.

An said in recent years global de-
mand has been shifting towards 
sustainable, environment-friendly 
rubber products. Products that are 
certified as sustainable could bring 
higher added value and enter more 
markets around the world, he added.

Nguyen Vinh Quang, a research 
associate at Forest Trends Vietnam 
(a non-profit focusing on conserv-
ing eco-systems) said most of the 
rubber collection occurs via traders 
who connect households with pro-
cessing companies.

most of the output is from small 
farming areas without certification 
for sustainability, which makes their 
added value limited. Sustainable 
rubber farming is still a relatively 
new idea for most households.

The VRA is working to develop 

a Vietnam rubber brand, provide 
guidelines for sustainable natural 
rubber production and ensure inter-
national cooperation and trade.

Dr To Xuan Phuc, a senior analyst 
at Forest Trends in Australia, said 
there are many international stan-
dards for sustainability, several of 

which are easy to obtain for Viet-
nam’s rubber industry.

So strategies to develop the rub-
ber industry sustainably should 
start with easier standards and ones 
that receive greater priority in global 
markets, and gradually move up to 
the harder ones, he said.

Both large companies and small 
farming households need to con-
tribute to the industry’s sustainable 
development, he added.

Huynh Nhat Tan, deputy head of 
business at Lien Anh Rubber Co, said 
companies need to help rubber farm-
ers understand the importance and 

benefits of complying with standards 
and help farmers with initial invest-
ment and by buying their produce.

Nearly one million hectares around 
the country are planted with rub-
ber trees, and around 70 per cent of 
them are available for tapping latex. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Germany’s GIZ commits 
$11.5m to Covid response
Continued from page 1

Victor Jona, the director-gener-
al of the ministry of mines and 
Energy’s General Department of 
Energy, told The Post that the loan 
will help further develop Cambo-
dia’s energy infrastructure.

“The concessional aid will 
chip in to the development of 
the nation thanks to its low 
interest rate and will provide a 
roadmap for sustainable ener-
gy development and security 
down the line,” he said.

Jona said power connections 
have been provided to nearly 
every village and that access to 

electricity will hit 97.5 per cent 
this year. “We’ll continue to 
work on distributing energy to 
the remaining 2.5 per cent [of 
the population] next year.”

The embassy said GIZ had also 
committed €9.5 million to Cam-
bodia’s Covid-19 response efforts.

This, it noted, was to “support 
the Cambodian government’s 
cash-transfer to the poor, to boost 
the laboratory capacity of Institut 
Pasteur Cambodge and to sup-
port the ministry of Health with 
awareness campaigns, hygiene 
measures, the establishment of a 
second reference laboratory and 
in emergency treatment”.

Vietnam produces around 1.1 million tonnes of natural rubber every year, with 60 per cent coming from small farming households, and imports another half a million tonnes 
from Cambodia and Laos annually. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY

mALAYSIA-listed Econpile 
Holdings Bhd’s unit has ac-
cepted a contract by mCC 
International Incorporation 
Ltd for the subcontract piling 
and substructure works for 
an integrated entertainment 
complex in Phnom Penh for 
about $85.7 million.

It said in a filing with Bur-
sa malaysia that the project 
will be completed within 30 
months from the date of com-
mencement.

“The project is expected to 
contribute positively to the 

revenue and earnings of the 
Company from the financial 
year ending 30 June 2021 
onwards.

“There are no foreseeable 
significant risks other than 
operational risk associated 
with the Project during the 
contract period,” it said.

Before the break, Econpile 
last traded 0.5 sen (1.23 US 
cents) or 0.91 per cent high-
er at 55.5 sen a share on the 
back of six million shares 
crossed. THE STAR (MALAYSIA)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

m’sia firm bags $86m job 
for PP entertainment venue

US regulator orders nine tech giants to 
provide details of how they collect data

The US Federal Trade Commission (FTC) issued orders for nine social media and video streaming companies, 
requiring them ‘to provide data on how they collect, use, and present personal information; their advertising 
and user engagement practices, and how their practices affect children and teens’. AFP



VIETNAM needs support from 
international partners to cope 
with losses due to climate change 
and the Covid-19 pandemic, 
according to Deputy Minister of 
Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment Le Quoc Doanh.

Doanh said 2020 was a diffi-
cult year as the world faced the 
Covid-19 pandemic. In addition 
to the human damage, Covid-
19 also had a strong impact on 
all economies around the 
world, including Vietnam.

The pandemic is likely to con-
tinue to have an impact, break-
ing some raw material supply 
and consumption chains of agri-
cultural, forestry and fishery 
products and increasing demand 
for those products, he said.

He said it also delays the 
negotiation and conclusion of 
measures to promote market 
opening between Vietnam and 
other countries, and raises 
non-tariff market barriers due 
to concerns of disease out-

breaks and recurrences.
The requirements for qual-

ity of goods and services and 
the requirements of food 
hygiene and safety are also 
increasing, he said.

In such a context, the minis-
try strives to implement the 
dual goals set by the govern-
ment, focusing its efforts on 
implementing measures to 
prevent Covid-19 and achiev-
ing economic development.

Of which, the 2020 Interna-
tional Support Group (ISG) Ple-
nary Meeting is an important 
event for the ministry to share its 
direction for development in the 
future, calling upon the interna-
tional community to contribute 
to implementing solutions to 
cope with Covid-19 in the agri-
culture and rural development 
sector, Doanh said.

The ministry, in cooperation 
with the UN Development 
Programme (UNDP) in Viet-
nam and International Agri-

cultural Development Fund 
(IFAD), organised the plenary 
meeting under the theme: 
Vietnam’s agriculture and rural 
development in the context of 
Covid-19 impacts: Opportuni-
ties and challenges in Hanoi on 
December 11.

At the meeting, Doanh said 
the ministry and international 
partners made a joint state-
ment on cooperation for Viet-
nam’s agricultural and rural 
development in the context of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

According to the joint state-
ment, the ministry will work 
with each partner to build 
projects and programmes on 

supporting the development 
of the agriculture sector.

In addition, Doanh said Viet-
nam’s agriculture will continue 
to restructure, utilising tech-
nology in the Industry 4.0 era, 
while taking advantage of for-
eign direct investment and cre-
ating better connections with 
the export terminals; empow-
ering its position in the supply 
chain, increasing the value-
added content and enhancing 
the competitiveness of Viet-
namese agricultural products.

Despite extraordinary suc-
cess in preventing the spread 
of the Covid-19 virus within the 
country, Vietnam’s economy 

and agricultural sector is and 
will continue to be affected, 
said UNDP Vietnam resident 
representative Caitlin Wiesen.

In UNDP’s recent survey, 71 
per cent of respondents in the 
agricultural sector noted a sig-
nificant reduction in their 
income due to Covid-19. It is vital 
to consider multiple risk factors 
to those rural communities most 
affected by this pandemic.

Wiesen said: “Covid-19 and 
climate change can be turned 
into opportunities to trans-
form the agriculture sector.

“This is also an unprece-
dented opportunity to unlock 
massive economic and social 
benefits, trigger green agricul-
ture employment by introduc-
ing, for example, green stimu-
lation policy support packages 
as part of the [ministry’s] Cli-
mate Change Strategy and 
Action Plan,” she said.

It is important for agriculture 
businesses and farmers to be 
prepared for the multiple risks 
of climate extremes and Covid-
19. Vietnam has a track record 
of introducing agricultural 
insurance as one of the key risk 
transfer mechanisms, she said.

For example, the National 
Agriculture Insurance Pilot 

Programme (NAIPP) has cov-
ered over 300,000 households 
in 20 provinces focusing on 
rice, livestock and aquaculture 
insurance, she added.

UNDP is currently cooperat-
ing with the ministry in further 
strengthening the risk-transfer 
schemes, expanding options 
for farmers, small and medi-
um-sized enterprises and busi-
nesses to effectively cope with 
future losses and shocks.

Doanh said the ministry 
worked closely with ministries, 
agencies, localities and inter-
national organisations to 
adopt timely and effective 
measures to solve difficulties 
in production and business 
due to the pandemic.

As a result, farm produce 
exports were estimated at $37.42 
billion in the first 11 months of this 
year, up 2.4 per cent annually.

He called on the domestic 
agriculture sector to take com-
prehensive and flexible meas-
ures to ensure food security, 
maintain growth and export, 
improve livelihoods and 
income of rural residents, and 
propel sustainable develop-
ment, during which interna-
tional support is needed. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Japan set to sell ‘smart city’ 
services to SE Asian cities
T

HE Japanese government 
has decided to market the 
country’s comprehensive 
technologies and services 

for “smart cities”, a next-generation 
city model that optimises the use of 
cutting-edge telecommunications, to 
Southeast Asian countries.

by the end of this year, the govern-
ment will conduct an aptitude survey 
on what kind of services will be need-
ed for the endeavour in 26 cities in 
10 countries that the government re-
gards as the most important markets.

It will use the survey results to 
encourage domestic companies in 
various industry sectors to venture 
into the market. Related expenses 
will be included in the third supple-
mentary budget for fiscal 2020.

In the smart city model, basic in-
frastructure, such as homes, compa-
nies and cars, and social infrastruc-
ture, including electricity, gas and 
public transport and schools, are 
interconnected and provide data.

by collecting and analysing this 
data on consumption and flows of 
people, smart cities can realise bet-

ter services and achieve greater en-
ergy efficiency.

In Southeast Asian countries, popu-
lations tend to cluster in and around 
big cities. Therefore, the government 
concluded that the use of information 
technology could be useful as mea-
sures for solving traffic jams, environ-
mental issues and other problems.

The government also has an in-
centive to promoting the protection 
of personal information.

It expects that a wide range of items 
will be exported under the project.

This includes public transport 
systems using signal controls, mea-
sures against cyber attacks, security 
measures via surveillance cameras, 
cashless payments and smart grids – 
next-generation power grids that ef-
ficiently manage and supply power.

by the end of the year, the govern-
ment will ask Phnom Penh, Ho Chi 
Min City and some other cities to 
propose what kind of systems they 
need to solve problems in their ur-
ban policies. based on the propos-
als, the government will work with 
each city and together write up a 

basic plan for urban development.
Last year, the government set up a 

public and private council to market 
services related to smart cities over-
seas, together with about 270 com-
panies and organisations, including 
Hitachi Ltd and MUFG bank Ltd.

based on the master plan, the gov-
ernment is considering looking for 
companies that can provide neces-
sary services through the council 
and implementing demonstrations 
of the services and provide training 
and technical support in the South-
east Asian countries.

Smart city projects in Japan in-
clude Woven City, which Toyota Mo-
tor Corp is planning to start building 
in Susono, Shizuoka prefecture, in 
February next year.

Toward the realisation of smart cit-
ies, the Ministry of Land, Infrastruc-
ture, Transport and Tourism started 
in fiscal 2019 supporting 43 projects, 
such as the operation of self-driving 
buses near Haneda Airport in Tokyo. 
The day when smart cities will be in 
practical use is coming close. THE YOMI-

URI SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

VN agriculture needs 
support from foreign 
partners in development

Korea targets 287% rise 
in renewable power by 
2034, less coal, nuclear
RENEWAbLE energy will take up near-
ly 42 per cent of South Korea’s power 
generation capacity by 2034, according 
to a blueprint for the national energy 
mix unveiled on December 15.

The final draft of the Ninth basic 
Plan for Electricity Supply and 
Demand for the years 2020-2034, 
drawn up and released by the Ministry 
of Trade, Industry and Energy, reaf-
firms President Moon Jae-in’s com-
mitment to move away from nuclear 
power and toward renewables.

While the country’s electricity gen-
eration capacity is projected to surge to 
185,300MW by 2034, from 120,500MW 
this year, renewables will account for 
41.9 per cent followed by liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) at 31.8 per cent and 
coal at 15.6 per cent. Nuclear power is 
projected to provide 10.4 per cent.

That represents a major change in 
the energy mix, which currently 
depends on coal.

Last year, coal, LNG and nuclear 
power were the mainstay of electric-
ity generation in South Korea, con-
tributing 40.4 per cent, 25.9 per cent 
and 25.6 per cent respectively. 
Renewables made up just 6.5 per cent 
of total electricity production.

The plan will be finalised after a 
public hearing on December 24 and 
a policy review on December 28.

In detail, the plan envisions the 
shutdown of 30 coal-fired power 
plants by 2034, which will have 
reached their operational lifetime 
limit of 30 years by then. To ensure a 
stable electricity supply, 24 of the 
facilities will be turned into liquefied 
natural gas power plants.

However, the seven coal-fired pow-
er plants currently under construc-
tion will be built as planned.

As a result, the generation capacity 
of coal-fired plants, which stood at 
35,800MW this year, will shrink to 
29,000MW by 2034, while that of LNG 
power plants will increase 59,100MW 
from 41,300MW in the same period.

Meanwhile, the number of nuclear 
power plants will reach its peak of 26 
in 2024 and diminish to 17, as the 
Moon administration banned the con-

struction of new nuclear plants and the 
lifetime extension of existing ones.

As a result, the generation capacity 
of nuclear power plants will be 
reduced to 19,400MW by 2034 from 
this year’s 23,300MW. The Shin Hanul 
plants No 3 and No 4, whose con-
struction is on hold due to the admin-
istration’s nuclear phase-out policy, 
have been excluded from the plan.

To compensate for the smaller 
numbers of coal-fired plants and 
nuclear plants, the government will 
roll out renewable energy generation 
facilities with a combined capacity of 
77,800MW by 2034, almost quadru-
ple the current 20,100MW.

Though the government’s midterm 
goal was to increase South Korea’s capac-
ity for solar and wind power to 29,900MW 
by 2025, the target has been adjusted to 
42,700MW, as President Moon Jae-in’s 
Green New Deal initiative is expected to 
add an additional 12,800MW.

In total, South Korea’s power genera-
tion capacity will surge from 
120,500MW this year to 185,300MW by 
2034. Renewables, LNG, coal and 
nuclear power will account for 41.9 per 
cent, 31.8 per cent, 15.6 per cent and 
10.4 per cent of the total, respectively.

Despite the significant role of renew-
ables, they are expected to account for 
only 20.8 per cent of electricity supply 
in 2030. South Korea will still be 
dependent on coal, nuclear power and 
LNG, which will respectively generate 
29.9 per cent, 23.3 per cent and 25 per 
cent of all electricity in the same year.

With total electricity demand 
expected to rise to 102,500MW by 
2034 from this year’s 89,100MW, South 
Korea’s transition to green energy will 
cut 193 million tonnes of greenhouse 
gases from projected levels.

To further boost clean energy, the 
government aims to install more pow-
er grids in regions where renewable 
energy facilities are concentrated, such 
as Sinan and Yeonggwang counties in 
South Jeolla province, and lay out 
immediate plans to support solar farms 
that are currently unable to access 
power grids due to grid shortages. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

By the end of the year, the Japanese government will purportedly have consulted with Phnom Penh and other Southeast Asian 
cities to write up a basic plan for ‘smart city’ urban development. SUPPLIED

Vietnam’s agriculture will continue to restructure, utilising technology in 
the Industry 4.0 era, while taking advantage of foreign direct investment. 
VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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world
SK bans sending leaflets into North
S

outh Korea on december 
14 banned sending anti-
Pyongyang leaflets into the 
North, in a move rights activ-

ists condemned as a violation of free 
speech and a “misguided strategy” 
to please the North Korean regime.

Activist groups have long sent flyers 
critical of North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un over human rights abuses 
and his nuclear ambitions across 
the demilitarised Zone (dmZ) that 
divides the peninsula, either flying 
them by hot air balloon or floating 
them across rivers.

the leaflets have infuriated Pyong-
yang, which issued a series of vitri-
olic condemnations earlier this year 
demanding Seoul take action and 
upped the pressure by blowing up an 
inter-Korean liaison office on its side 
of the border.

the leader’s sister and key adviser 
Kim Yo-jong called the defector ac-
tivists behind the campaign “human 
scum hardly worth their value as hu-
man beings”.

South Korea’s parliament passed 
a law criminalising sending leaflets, 
uSb drives – a favoured method of 
distributing information and enter-
tainment – or money to the North 
with all 187 members of Parliament 
in attendance approving the bill.

President moon Jae-in has long 
championed engagement with the 
North and his democratic party 
has an absolute majority in the 300-
member assembly, while all mem-
bers of the conservative opposition 
People Power Party boycotted the 
vote.

under the measure, those convict-
ed of sending leaflets face a maxi-
mum penalty of three years in prison 
or a fine of 30 million won ($28,000).

Park Sang-hak, the chairman of 
Fighters for a Free North Korea, one 
of the leaflet-sending groups, was 
defiant and vowed to continue their 
activities.

he said: “I do not accept this as a 
rightful law and will continue doing 

what I’ve been doing – delivering a 
message of freedom to 25 million 
people across the border.

“North Korea stands as the only 
country on earth that completely 
shuts its people off from the internet 
. . . this criminalisation is a barbaric 
act that violates their right to know 
the truth.”

New York-based human rights 
Watch had called on parliament to 

reject the proposal, saying it would 
violate freedom of expression and 
turn humanitarian activity into a 
“criminal offence”.

the group’s Asia advocacy director 
John Sifton in a statement said Seoul 
“seems more interested in keeping 
North Korea’s Kim Jong-un happy 
than letting its own citizens exercise 
their basic rights on behalf of their 
northern neighbours”. AFP

uS sanctions 
turkey over 
russia deal 

Iran behind ‘probable death’ 
of ex-FbI agent, uS claims

turkey detains 11 suspected 
of spying, adbucting for Iran

the uS on december 14 imposed 
sanctions on turkey’s military pro-
curement agency after the NAto ally 
defiantly bought russia’s S-400 air 
defence system.

uS Secretary of State mike Pompeo 
said in a statement: “today’s action sends 
a clear signal that the united States will 
fully implement [uS law] and will not 
tolerate significant transactions with rus-
sia’s defence and intelligence sectors.”

President donald trump’s adminis-
tration said it was banning all uS export 
licences to the Presidency of defence 
Industries and refusing any visas for 
the agency’s president Ismail demir.

russia last year delivered the S-400 
air defence system despite warnings 
that it is not compatible with being 
part of the NAto alliance.

turkish President recep tayyip 
erdogan had warned that sanctions 
would be “disrespectful”, although his 
government went ahead with testing.

Pompeo said: “the united States 
made clear to turkey at the highest levels 
and on numerous occasions that its pur-
chase of the S-400 system would endan-
ger the security of uS military technol-
ogy and personnel and provide 
substantial funds to russia’s defence sec-
tor, as well as russian access to the turk-
ish armed forces and defence industry.

“turkey nevertheless decided to move 
ahead with the procurement and testing 
of the S-400, despite the availability of 
alternative, NAto-interoperable systems 
to meet its defence requirements.” AFP

the uS on december 14 for 
the first time accused Iran of 
direct involvement in the 
“probable death” of former FbI 
agent bob Levinson, who van-
ished 13 years ago.

releasing the finding a 
month before President-elect 
Joe biden takes office, donald 
trump’s administration urged 
his successor to prioritise the 
release of at least three uS 
citizens in Iranian custody as 
part of an expected resump-
tion of diplomacy.

FbI director christopher 
Wray said in a statement: “the 
government of Iran pledged to 
provide assistance in bringing 
bob Levinson home, but it has 
never followed through.

“the truth is that Iranian 
intelligence officers – with the 
approval of senior Iranian offi-
cials – were involved in bob’s 
abduction and detention.”

the treasury department 
announced that it was impos-
ing sanctions on two Iranians 
identified as intelligence 
agents, mohammad baseri and 
Ahmad Khazai, saying they 
“were involved in the abduc-
tion, detention and probable 
death of mr Levinson”.

the sanctions in themselves 
were largely symbolic as Iranian 
agents were unlikely to have 

bank accounts in the uS, 
although the move will impede 
their international movements.

A senior uS official, speaking 
to reporters on condition of 
anonymity, called on the 
incoming biden administra-
tion to address the question of 
missing uS citizens. 

“there should be no agree-
ment negotiated with Iran ever 
again that doesn’t free the Amer-
icans who are unjustly detained 
in that country,” the official said, 
saying that Iran’s clerical regime 
“is 41 years old and has a 41-year-

old record of hostage-taking”.
trump has imposed sweep-

ing sanctions on Iran, includ-
ing trying to stop all of its oil 
exports, and exited an agree-
ment negotiated by his prede-
cessor barack obama under 
which Iran dramatically scaled 
back its nuclear programme. 

upon sealing of the 2015 
accord, Iran agreed to free four 
uS citizens in its custody. the 
deal outraged members of 
trump’s republican Party 
because obama also unfroze 
Iranian assets. AFP

turKeY has detained 11 people 
suspected of spying and abduct-
ing an Iranian political dissident 
on behalf of tehran, the turkish 
police said on december 14.

the announcement followed 
a rare public spat between 
turkish President recep tayy-
ip erdogan and top Iranian 
officials over Azerbaijan.

Agents from turkey’s Nation-
al Intelligence organisation 
arrested the turkish nationals 
following the disappearance in 
Istanbul of Iranian political 
dissident habib chaab, the 
police said.

the exiled Iranian opposi-
tion figure lived in Sweden and 
visited turkey in october.

Iran’s state media officially 
reported his arrest last month 
but provided no details about 
how he ended up in Iranian 
custody.

tehran accuses chaab of 
involvement in an Arab sepa-
ratist group known as the 
ASmLA.

the turkish police said the 
suspects grabbed chaab in 
Istanbul and smuggled him to 
the Iranian border region of 
Van before giving him up to 
Iranian officials.

the 11 turkish suspects are 
accused of crimes including kid-
napping, spying and assassina-

tions allegedly carried out for a 
major Iranian drug trafficker.

the announcement comes 
on the heels of a public spat 
between the two regional pow-
ers linked to turkey’s support 
for Azerbaijan in its victorious 
war with Armenia over the 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh.

Attending a victory parade 
in Azerbaijan’s capital baku, 
erdogan recited a poem on 
december 10 that Iranian offi-
cials said supported separa-
tism among Iran’s large ethnic 

Azerbaijani minority.
Iranian authorities sum-

moned turkey’s ambassador 
to tehran to complain about 
erdogan’s “interventionist and 
unacceptable remarks”.

turkey replied by summoning 
Iranian ambassador to Ankara 
mohammad Farazmand to pro-
test the “baseless” claims.

top erdogan aide Fahrettin 
Altun also condemned Iran’s 
“offensive language toward 
our president” in a tweet on 
december 12. AFP

Activist groups have long sent flyers critical of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un over human rights abuses and his nuclear 
ambitions across the Demilitarised Zone that divides the peninsula. KCNA/KNS/AFP

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan was involved in a public spat 
with top Iranian officials over Azerbaijan last week. AFP

The US on Monday for the first time accused Iran of direct involvement 
in the ‘probable death’ of former FBI agent Bob Levinson, who vanished 
13 years ago. WWW.HELPBOBLEVINSON.COM/AFP
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ASEAN

IndonesIa’s national com-
mission on Human rights 
(Komnas Ham) has sum-
moned Jakarta Police chief 
Inspector General Fadil Imran 
and state-owned toll road op-
erator PT Jasa marga president 
director subakti syukur over 
the fatal shooting of six mem-
bers of the Islamic defenders 
Front (FPI) in an encounter 
between the group and Jakarta 
Police officers last week. 

Komnas Ham commissioner 
muhammad choirol anam said 
the questioning was scheduled 
to take place on december 14. 
The human rights body has 
formed a fact-finding team to 
investigate the encounter be-
tween the group and the po-
lice and is seeking information 
from the FPI, witnesses, the vic-
tims’ families and people who 
were near the crime scene.

The incident allegedly oc-
curred as investigators tailed 
FPI leader rizieq shihab and 
his entourage in response to 
a tip-off claiming that rizieq 
and his followers were plan-
ning to evade police ques-
tioning, which is considered 
an obstruction of justice.

The police and the FPI have 
presented divergent accounts 
of the incident. The police 
have asserted that the officers 
were defending themselves 
from a life-threatening attack 
launched by FPI members, 
while the FPI has said that none 
of its members were carrying 
weapons and that the shooting 
violated police protocol. 

The national Police have 
sought to recreate the incident 
at four locations near kilome-

tre 50 of the Jakarta-cikampek 
toll road, where the incident 
took place on early december 
14 morning, national Police 
spokesman Inspector Gen-
eral argo Yuwono said. “We’ve 
reconstructed at least 58 
scenes,” argo said in a state-
ment quoted by kompas.com. 

argo said the police had 
sought to reconstruct nine 
scenes in front of the novotel 
Hotel in Karawang regency, 
West Java. after that, they rec-
reated four scenes from the 
Jalan Karawang International 
traffic circle and the cikam-
pek-bound West Karawang 
toll gate to the kilometre 50 
rest area. Investigators then 
reconstructed 31 scenes at the 
kilometre 50 rest area.

The last location was be-
tween the kilometre 50 rest 
area and kilometre 52, where 
the police sought to recon-
struct 14 scenes. Using the ac-
counts of four police officers 
who were involved in the en-
counter last week, the police 
attempted to re-enact the al-
leged attack by the FPI mem-
bers and the subsequent po-
lice shooting, argo claimed.

choirul said his organisation 
had been invited to observe the 
national Police’s reconstruc-
tion but that they were not able 
to attend because they were 
still consolidating preliminary 
findings and preparing for de-
cember 14’s questioning. 

He said: “We are receiving 
more parts of the puzzle from 
this incident, and we hope that 
the more we get, the faster it 
will become clear.” THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

sIxTY-seven people were 
killed and 388 injured in road 
accidents across Thailand 
over the december 10-13 long 
holiday weekend, according 
to the transport ministry on 
december 14.

a total of 401 accidents 
were recorded over the three-
day holiday, when roads were 
busy with people returning to 
their hometowns.

“The most common cause 
was speeding, with bangkok 
seeing the largest number of 
accidents at 42,” the ministry 
announced.

as usual, most of the fatali-
ties were motorcycle riders.

“The vehicle involved in the 
largest number of accidents 
was motorcycles, with 128 
crashes, resulting in 41 deaths 
and 126 injured.”

meanwhile, over 14 million 
vehicles travelled in and out of 
bangkok during the long week-
end, 36.63 per cent higher than 
the ministry’s estimate.

as for public transport, 9.84 
million people used the ser-
vices, 5.16 per cent lower than 
the ministry’s estimate.

There were no reports of 
accidents involving public 
buses, boats or aircraft on 
december 10-13.

“responsible agencies en-
forced covid-19 preventive 
measures on public transport 
to ensure the safety of all pas-
sengers,” the ministry added.

The long holiday was in 
compensation for King bhu-
mibol’s december 5 birthday 
anniversary, which fell on a 
saturday. THE NATION (THAILAND)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Indonesian rights body 
summons police chief over 
Islamic group shootout

road mishaps claim 67 lives 
in Thailand from dec 10-13

virus overruns m’sian glove plants

Trial opens over Hcmc road fraud

b
anGladesHI mi-
grant worker sheikh 
Kibria recalls with 
horror the filthy, 

overcrowded dormitory 
where he was housed by the 
world’s biggest rubber glove 
manufacturer when a coro-
navirus outbreak erupted and 
infected thousands.

malaysia’s Top Glove saw 
profits soar, and its stock 
price jump as much as 400 
per cent this year as countries 
worldwide rushed to buy pro-
tective gear as the pandemic 
intensified.

but in interviews with aFP, 
the south asian migrants 
working flat out to make the 
gloves – who typically earn 
around $300 a month – de-
scribed appalling living condi-
tions, in cramped dormitories 
where up to 25 people sleep in 
bunk beds in a single room.

some claim the company did 
not do enough to protect them 
despite repeated warnings.

The scandal has added to 
growing pressure on the firm, 
already under scrutiny after the 
Us banned the import of some 
of its gloves over allegations of 
forced labour earlier this year.

The infections also prompted 
factory closures and look set to 
have an impact on global sup-
ply.

Top Glove, which commands 
about a quarter of the world’s 
market, has warned of delays to 
deliveries and rising prices.

more than 5,000 workers – 
almost a quarter of the firm’s 
workforce – have tested positive 
after the outbreak at an indus-
trial area housing factories and 
dormitories outside the capital 
Kuala lumpur.

The bangladeshi worker Ki-

bria said: “The accommoda-
tion is so overcrowded . . . The 
room itself is a bare minimum. 
It is quite impossible to main-
tain cleanliness when so many 
people live in a single room. It 
is like an army barracks – only 
less maintained.”

When the situation escalated 
last month, Top Glove began 
shifting infected workers to hos-
pital and their close contacts to 
quarantine centres, reducing 
the numbers in dormitories.

Kibria, 24, was suspected of 
having covid-19 so was first put 
in hospital, although he later 
tested negative and was moved 
to a hotel.

but critics say the actions 
were too little too late.

nepali production line work-
er Karan shrestha said: “The 
company had discussed de-
creasing people in the rooms 

before infections began but it 
never happened.

“The rooms stayed crowded 
– and in the end coronavirus 
cases started to increase.”

“The company didn’t keep 
the workers safe. They are 
greedy and were more con-
cerned about their income and 
profits,” he added.

aFP used pseudonyms to 
protect the workers’ identi-
ties, as they were fearful about 
speaking out.

as cases spiralled, the gov-
ernment ordered 28 Top Glove 
factories to close, out of the 41 
it operates in malaysia.

authorities are planning le-
gal action against the company 
over poor worker accommo-
dation, which could result in 
heavy fines.

The firm, which has 21,000 
staff and can produce 90 billion 

gloves a year, insists it is making 
improvements.

It has spent 20 million ringgit 
($4.9 million) purchasing new 
worker accommodations in the 
past two months, and plans to 
build “mega-hostels” kitted out 
with modern facilities that can 
house up to 7,300 people.

managing director lee Kim 
meow said: “We are mindful 
there is much more to be done 
to uplift the standard of our 
employee welfare and promise 
to rectify shortcomings imme-
diately.”

His comments came this week 
as the company announced a 
20-fold jump in quarterly net 
profit to 2.4 billion ringgit.

For those campaigning for 
low-paid migrants, the con-
troversy highlights how com-
panies continue to put profits 
before people. AFP

THe People’s court of Ho chi minh city 
(Hcmc) on december 14 opened the 
first-instance trial looking into bidding 
and accounting fraud in the Hcmc-
Trung luong expressway project, a ma-
jor toll road in southern vietnam.

The case involves 20 defendants, includ-
ing dinh la Thang, who served as minis-
ter of Transport between august 2011 and 
February 2016, and nguyen Hong Truong 
who was deputy minister of Transport 
from april 2007 to august 2017.

They are accused of causing 725 bil-
lion dong ($31.34 million) in losses to 
the state budget.

both Thang and Truong are accused of 
“violating regulations on the manage-
ment and use of state assets, causing 
waste and losses”, under article 219 of 
the 2015 Penal code.

also prosecuted for the same charge are 
nguyen chi Thanh, former deputy head 
of the ministry of Transport’s Finance de-
partment; le Trung cuong, a staff member 
of the Finance department; and senior ex-
ecutives of the project’s investor cuu long 
Group – former director-general duong 
Tuan minh, former deputy director-gener-
al duong Thi Tram anh and former head 
of the investment and bidding manage-

ment department nguyen Thu Trang.
dinh ngoc He, alias Ut Troc, former 

deputy director-general of Thai son corp 
under the ministry of national defence, 
is charged with “fraud, appropriation of 
assets” and “abuse of position and power 
to influence others for personal gain”.

The other 12 defendants are charged 
with “fraud, appropriation of assets”.

The trial is slated to end on december 25.
according to the indictment of the su-

preme People’s Procuracy, the Hcmc-
Trung luong expressway project was 
funded by the state budget, so the toll 
collection rights belong to the state and 
the money earned from the sale of the 
rights belongs to the state. 

In his capacity as transport minister, 
Thang allegedly created conditions for 
ngoc He’s company to win the bidding 
for the expressway toll collection although 
Thang was aware the company was operat-
ing at a loss and had no financial capacity.

ngoc He is thought to have used falsi-
fied documents for the bidding, and after 
winning it, he continued to commit fraud 
to appropriate state assets.

other defendants who were subor-
dinates of Thang are alleged to have 
violated regulations on bidding to let He 
win the bidding. Their acts created con-
ditions for He to appropriate more than 
725 billion dong.

The construction of the 62km-long 
Hcmc-Trung luong expressway started 
in 2004 and opened to traffic in Febru-
ary 2010.

Thang is already serving a jail sentence 
for corruption in another case. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

A large coronavirus outbreak at factories run by Top Glove, the world’s largest rubber glove manufacturer, 
has brought workers’ living conditions under scrutiny. AFP

Former Vietnamese Minister of Transport Dinh La Thang is escorted to the first-instance trial 
looking into bidding and accounting fraud in the HCMC-Trung Luong Expressway project, a major 
toll road in southern Vietnam, on Monday. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

A total of 401 road accidents were recorded in Thailand over the 
December 10-13 long holiday weekend. THE NATION
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m
Ore than nine months 
after its outbreak, the 
covid-19 pandemic’s 
infection curve in Indo-

nesia is still on the rise. The virus is 
so contagious that personal protec-
tive equipment is imperative for sur-
vival. Therefore, during this so-called 
new normal, masks are a must-wear 
item for everyone. However, the huge 
demand for medical masks world-
wide has threatened supply. 

besides, waste from medical masks 
is cause for environmental concern. 
consequently, the search for sustaina-
ble and environmentally friendly raw 
materials to produce masks is intensi-
fying. We all know that bacterial cellu-
lose (bc) has been around for ages. In 
Indonesia and other Asian countries, 
bc is known as “nata de coco”. How-
ever, with the unique properties of bc, 
including its high purity, high crystal-
linity, light weight, network morphol-
ogy, fiber strength, excellent biocom-
patibility, high polymerisation and 
good moldability, bc applications 
could go far beyond food. 

bc has already gained attention as 
a natural biofabric in a nonwoven 
and tailor-shaped form for the bio-
couture industry. due to its physico-
chemical and biological characteris-
tics, its application has been noticed 
for medical garments. However, can 
bc compete with or replace other 
approved materials?  

bc is produced extracellularly by 
Komagataiebacter xylinum through fer-
mentation. Since the bc producing-
bacteria can only unite fibrils on a nano-
scale (diameter of 10 nm and length of 
0.5 µm), all bc is nanocellulose. 

In terms of chemical composition, 
bc has the same molecular formula 
as cellulose from plants (c5H10O)n. 
However, they are very different in 
terms of physical and chemical char-
acteristics.  Five parameters are gen-
erally used to measure whether 
material meets the requirements of 
medical masks or not. The parame-
ters are bacterial infiltration efficien-
cy, differential pressure, sub-micron 
particulate filtration efficiency at 0.1 
microns, splash resistance, flame 
spread and microbial cleanliness. 

bacterial filtration efficiency (bFe) 
represents the percentage of aerosol 
particulates, which in this case is Sta-
phylococcus aureus, filtered at 3 µm 
with a flow rate of 28.3 litre/minute. 
Staphylococcus aureus bacteria is 
chosen according to clinical purpos-
es, as it is the leading cause of noso-

comial infections, or infections 
which originate in a hospital or 
healthcare centre. 

Splash resistance measures the 
resistance of the mask to penetration 
by synthetic blood under pressure. 
This test shows the ability of the 
material to reduce fluid passing 
through the material and reaching 
the skin of the wearer. The material is 
tested with three different velocities: 
450, 550 and 635 centimetre/second, 
equivalent to the range of human 
blood pressure of 80, 120 and 160 
mmHg, respectively.  

Submicron particulates filtration 
efficiency complies with ASTm 
F2299-03, which used aerosolised 
particles of latex with a size of 0.1 µm 
at the flow rate of 28.3 litres/minute. 
The test shows the efficiency of the 
mask in filtering particulates going 
through it.  The mask acts as a filter 
that provides resistance when fluid 
passes through it, resulting in a total 
difference pressure between the 
input and the output of the mask, 
and this is called pressure drop. 

An excellent medical mask needs to 
minimise its pressure drop (ΔP), as it 
can reduce the consumption of ener-
gy to have better efficiency.  This par-
ametre affects the ventilation rate 
related to the breathability and com-
fortability of the wearer. The ΔP (dif-

ferential pressure) indicates the com-
fort and breathability of a medical 
mask by measuring the differential 
air pressure on either side at a flow 
rate of 8 litres/minute. The higher the 
delta P, the more difficult the mask is 
to breathe through.  

Flame spread is a rating of flamma-
bility to measure the material’s ten-
dency to burn and spread the fire. 
The testing method uses the 16 cFr 
1610 “Standard for the Flammability 
of clothing Textiles”. ASTm F2100 
requires all medical masks to be in 
flammability class 1. 

meanwhile, the microbial cleanli-
ness test calculates the total amount 
of viable microorganisms on the sur-
face of the mask (cfu/g, colony-form-
ing unit/gram).  To understand the 
requirements thoroughly, let us take 
a look at the commercial medical 
mask as a reference. 

A medical mask with a thickness of 
0.4417 mm, a weight of 95,775 g/m3 
and pore size of 16.90 µm is capable of 
achieving 100 per cent efficiency of syn-
thetic blood resistance at all three pres-
sure levels (80, 120 and 160 mmHg) and 
the highest bFe 92.19 per cent. 

The differential pressure of the 
medical mask is around 1.7 mmH2O/
cm2.  bc has high porosity 92 – 99 
per cent and a small pore size (5 – 
400 µm), with a wet and dry thick-

ness of 11.60mm and 0.1mm, respec-
tively. Therefore, analogously, in 
terms of bFe, splash resistance and 
sub-micron particulate filtration effi-
ciency with the properties that bc 
possesses, we can presume that bc 
can also be used for medical masks. 

Although no current research looks 
into bc’s utilisation as a fabric for 
medical masks, judging from its char-
acteristics and compared it with com-
mercial medical masks, bc has a 
chance to achieve comparable results. 
However, further research needs to be 
done to reach all the requirements.  In 
non-medical applications, the leath-
er-like bc performed well compared 
to cloth masks from natural and syn-
thetic fiber, though some significant 
issues still need to be addressed, 
including mechanical durability and 
comfortability.  

economically speaking, the utilisa-
tion of bc remains questionable. How-
ever, research has been conducted to 
bring down the cost of production in 
terms of strain, medium and fermenta-
tion process for bc make it commer-
cially viable. bc provides hope for a 
green and sustainable biofabric. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The writer is a researcher at Research Centre 
for Biomaterial, Indonesian Institute of 
Sciences(LIPI)

Opinion
Dian Burhani

Bacterial cellulose provides hope 
for eco-friendly medical mask

Waste from medical masks is cause for environmental concern. Consequently, the search for sustainable and environmentally friendly 
raw materials to produce masks is intensifying. DHONI SETIAWAN/JAKARTA POST



S
trutting onstage with 
well-honed confidence, 23-
year-old comedian Qiqi is 
part of a new wave of young, 

female stand-up acts in China, crash-
ing into what has always previously 
been a man’s world.

Her jokes were met with roars of 
laughter from the well-heeled young 
professionals watching in a packed 
Beijing theatre.

“i’ve always liked making people 
laugh ever since i was small, it gives 
me a sense of accomplishment,” Qiqi 
told AFP, using her stage name.

She is among those benefiting from 
a surge of interest in stand-up in Chi-
na, thanks to a wildly popular new 
web series called “rock & roast”. 

it racked up hundreds of millions 
of views this summer, and made vi-
ral sensations of several of its female 
stand-ups – their refreshingly out-
spoken anecdotes about awkward ro-
mantic encounters, body image and 
annoying male traits clearly striking a 
chord with audiences.

Millennial gripes
“My boss can’t even properly describe 

the tasks he wants me to do,” Qiqi, 
sporting dyed strawberry blonde pig-
tails and dangling cherry earrings, riffed 
to knowing chuckles from the crowd.

“He said: ‘Hey, can you arrange a 
meeting with so-and-so?’ the per-
son, time and place are all missing. 
it’s like he expects us to have some 
kind of telepathic connection!”

Qiqi’s full-time job is at an internet 
media company, and her sets often 
draw upon her daily life and com-
mon millennial complaints.

She first dabbled in open mic per-
formances three years ago, when 
stand-up was making its first inroads 
in China – shows where she says she 
“had no idea what she was doing”.

it would seem the self-depreca-
tion in her act is something fans are 
drawn to.

“One of the biggest characteristics of 
female comedians is that they dare to 
laugh at themselves,” said one audience 

member after a recent performance.
these days, Qiqi is steadily gaining 

fans and earning up to 9,000 yuan 
($1,400) a month from shows.

‘Men swearing is normal’ 
“When i first arrived in Beijing af-

ter graduation, i realised Beijing has 
inherited an age-old tradition from 
northern Chinese culture – swear-
ing,” ran another of Qiqi’s jokes, 
playing on a trope well-known to 
her audience – the renowned surli-
ness of the locals.

recalling her dealings with a foul-
mouthed woman who runs a restau-
rant near her, she gleefully recounted 
profanity after profanity.

Qiqi says she was once called “vul-
gar and cheap” for swearing by an on-
line viewer, and argues that women 
are subjected to more scrutiny than 
their male counterparts.

She shies away, though, from be-
ing labelled a “feminist” – which is 
seen as an inherently political term 
in China.

Yang Mei, another Beijing-based 
comedian, agrees that audiences 
“don’t like female comedians swear-
ing but see men swearing as normal, 
maybe because they think women 
are supposed to be more obedient.”

Battle of the sexes 
Yang, 27, left her film industry job 

last year to perform full-time.
“i’m wearing a new jumper i bought 

for the occasion, just in case there are 
any hot guys in the audience,” she 
quipped in one of her shows.

“i just had a look around at the 
male audience members – i think i 
can probably take it off now.”

She says web-streamed shows like 
“rock & roast” have brought the in-
dustry “forward by at least five to 10 
years”. 

However, the increased exposure 
has also left contestants open to online 
criticism and abuse.

One of the most prominent “rock 
& roast” contestants, Yang Li, gained 
legions of fans for a much-shared joke 

asking why men “look so mediocre, but 
still have so much self-confidence?”

unfortunately, it also prompted an 
angry backlash online with a promi-
nent Beijing law professor calling 
Yang and her fans “pampered little 
princesses”.

For her part, Yang Mei says she avoids 
jokes about controversial topics, be-
cause people would see it “as if their 
little sister or nursery school teacher 
suddenly decided to talk about sex”.

Yang and Qiqi both say overall, 
shows like “rock & roast” have en-
couraged women to try performing, 
and boosted their visibility.

“i think women are natural perform-
ers, because we’ve been considerate 
of men’s thoughts and feelings since 
we were little, but suppress our own,” 
said Yang. AFP  
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Stand-up comedian Qiqi (centre) chatting with fellow comedians Ailun (right) and Yang Mei 
(second right) and audience members after she performed at a shopping mall in Beijing. AFP

Comedian Qiqi is performing at a shopping mall in Beijing. A new wave of young, female stand-up acts in China has crashed into 
what has always previously been a man’s world. AFP

China’s trailblazing female 
comedians tackling taboos

WHO says Santa immune to new coronavirus
tHe PAndeMiC will not deter 
Santa from travelling the world 
and handing out gifts this com-
ing Christmas because he is 
immune to Covid-19, a World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
official said on december 14.

As the coronavirus pandemic 
continues to rage, WHO’s lead 
on the crisis Maria Van Kerkhove 
told a press briefing she under-
stood many children were wor-
ried about how the virus could 
impact Father Christmas.

“i understand the concern for 
Santa, because he is of older age,” 
she said, responding to a journal-
ist’s question about whether the 
mythical gift-bearing figure 
known for his grey whiskers and 
big belly might not be at height-

ened risk from Covid.
“i can tell you that Santa Claus 

is immune to this virus,” said 
Van Kerkhove, who herself has 
two young sons.

“We had a brief chat with him 
and he is doing very well and 
Mrs Claus is doing very well, and 
they are very busy right now,” 
she said.

She also said WHO had heard 
from a number of world leaders, 
who said they had relaxed the 
quarantine measures that are 
hampering global travel and 
would allow Santa and his flying 
reindeer to enter their airspace.

“So he will be able to travel in 
and out of the airspace and be 
able to deliver presents to chil-
dren,” she said.

While seeming eager to help 
spread holiday cheer, Van 
Kerkhove also stuck to the 
WHO’s role advising how best to 
stay safe from, and halt trans-
mission of, the virus that has 
killed more than 1.6 million 
people in the past year.

“i think it is very important 
that all the children of the world 
understand that physical dis-
tancing by Santa Claus and also 
of the children themselves must 
be strictly enforced,” she said.

Kids should listen to their par-
ents and “make sure that they 
go to bed early on Christmas 
eve,” she said, stressing that 
“Santa will be able to travel 
around the world to deliver 
presents.” AFP

A man dressed as Santa Claus reads Christmas letters sent by children at the Libourne’s post office, 
southwestern France. AFP
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O
n a recent sunny 
morning in new 
York a few dozen 
people gathered in 

central Park’s wooded ram-
ble area with a common goal: 
zero in on an elusive owl.

autumn leaves crunch 
under their shoes as “bird-
ing bob” – a guide who has 
been organising birdwatch-
ing tours in the park for more 
than three decades, with in-
terest jumping since the coro-
navirus pandemic hit the city 
in march – leads them along 
winding paths.

Suddenly the avian enthusi-
asts raise their binoculars and 
cameras with powerful tele-
photo lenses to view barry, a 
barred owl peering through 
the pines, who arrived about 
a month ago to the delight of 
new Yorkers.

each year some 220 bird 
species frequent central Park, 
which remarkably is consid-
ered one of the best spots in 
the world for birding despite 
the city’s 8.6 million residents, 
with especially good viewing 
during migration periods.

In pandemic times bird-
watching has grown in popu-
larity, with theatres and clubs 
indefinitely closed due to 
coronavirus, which has killed 
more than 24,200 people in 
the city since spring.

“There’s fewer things to 
do in new York city – and 
the things that you could do 
inside are either limited or 
cancelled,” birding bob – the 
tour guide born robert de-
candido – told aFP.

“So people are doing things 
outside. That’s good. and 
these walks are only $10 so 
that’s a really good deal . . . 
try to find something for $10 
or less in new York city, you 
know it’s impossible!”

The recent arrival in cen-
tral Park of the barred owl 
that meanders from one side 
to another – or perhaps there 
are two of the species, one of 
the city’s current mysteries 
– along with a great horned 
owl have triggered curiosity 
and filled decandido’s tours 
with new Yorkers who have 
trouble spotting the birds 
themselves.

The ramble is the park’s 
best birding locale; it was 
also there that amy cooper, a 
white woman walking her dog 
off-leash, wrongfully called 
the police on a black man who 
was bird-watching and re-
quested she restrain her dog.

The incident – which hap-
pened the same day in may 
that George Floyd was killed 
by police in minneapolis – 
triggered outrage and result-
ed in charges against cooper 
for filing a false police report

Tarini Goyal, who moved to 

new York a few months ago, 
said her new hobby helps her 
handle the stress of the pan-
demic and has also helped 
her socialise as the city ex-
periences a resurgence of the 
virus.

“It’s helped me feel like I’m 
more connected to the com-
munity and to nature,” the 
28-year-old doctor said, offer-
ing nuts from the palm of her 
hand to a black-hooded chick-
adee and tufted titmouses.

david barrett, who founded 
the Twitter account “manhat-

tan bird alert” – which soared 
to local celebrity status for its 
tracking of the exotic manda-
rin duck, a non-native bird 
whose presence fascinated 
new Yorkers two years ago 
– said his handle has grown 
“tremendously” since the 
pandemic’s onset, now boast-
ing some 30,000 followers. 

“birding is an activity you can 
do on your own. You can do it in 
parks where you can maintain 
distance from people,” said the 
56-year-old mathematician 
and investor, who says he’s 
spotted 282 species in his life, 
the second most in the special-
ist e-bird database.

“It’s a great thing to do during 
these times.”

In an isolated section of 
the park birding bob dashes 
back and forth evading a 
red-bellied woodpecker he 
has attracted with a recorded 
song, as onlookers scramble 
to snap photos.

“This guy has testosterone 
issues,” the guide laughs, refer-
ring to this particular bird’s ag-
gression.

Some critics argue that 
birding bob shouldn’t use 
pre-recorded sounds to at-
tract the birds, or that pop-
ularising the hobby was to 
the detriment of the once 

unfrequented ramble.
but others, like barrett, say 

decandido is respectful of 
the environment, and that 
democratising the pastime is 
positive: “The more people 
we have, the more chances 
that rarities get found.”

barrett took his hobby to 
the extreme in 2012, compet-
ing with prominent ornithol-
ogist andrew Farnsworth to 
see who could spot the most 
species in manhattan.

barrett won, and recounted 
the experience in his book “a 
big manhattan Year: Tales of 
competitive birding.”

For decandido, barrett and 
others like deborah allen – a 
60-year-old photographer 
who has worked with “bird-
ing bob” – the leisure activity 
has effectively turned into a 
full-time job.

“When I first moved to new 
York, I was a little bit intimi-
dated by the urbanness of it,” 
allen said. “everything’s hap-
pening and everybody’s busy 
and hurrying . . . there’s glass 
and steel. 

“but then, you know, I 
would go to central Park on 
my lunch hour,” she said. 
“and then I noticed birds.”

“So that was it for me. I was 
all over it.” AFP

‘can’t make a living’: doordash couriers race to survive
InveSTOrS gorged on food delivery 
service doordash’s US stock market 
debut on december 9, but thousands 
of its couriers struggle to earn mini-
mal wage and juggle working for mul-
tiple app services to get by, according 
to one Los angeles worker.

driving in wealthy marina del rey, 
devon Gutekunst scrolled through the 
doordash app and swiftly dismissed 
a notification offering a job that 
wouldn’t begin to pay the bills. 

“$5.50 for 4.6 miles [7.4km] . . . which 
would be 30 minutes,” he told aFP. 
“$11 an hour, that is an automatic 
decline. not enough, right?”

california’s minimum wage is $15 an 
hour, and Gutekunst’s policy is to “nev-
er accept anything less than that.”

“my personal minimum is $18 an 
hour. I often make more than that, 
because I have a strategy,” he 
explained. 

Gutekunst’s plan is simple – stay 
local, and turn down offers that require 
leaving his seaside stretch and trekking 
across sprawling and notoriously 
traffic-prone Los angeles.

He also simultaneously checks door-
dash’s rival apps, including Grubhub, 
Uber eats and Postmates, keeping a 
watchful eye out for the best prospects.

“You can’t make a living on door-
dash alone,” said Gutekunst. “To make 
decent money . . . you really have to 
juggle, to play with all the offers to 
make your living.”

as a result, his doordash delivery 
acceptance rate was only 12 per cent on 
december 9, which is “very high” for 
him. “a lot of times it’s two per cent.”

Gutekunst said he made “good 
money” during california’s sum-
mer covid peak from may to august, 
when there was much more demand 
as residents stayed home.

despite the recent return to “stay-at-
home” orders in Los angeles, it is “a 
little slower now.”

“Or the other possibility is the mar-
ket is just flooded with too many driv-
ers, so there are not as many orders 
and they give you less payment.”

regardless of how business goes, the 
27-year-old who studied film doesn’t plan 
to stick with delivering food for long.

“right now decent . . . you can make 
enough money to pay rent and eat. but 
to basically make it a full time job, I 
wouldn’t recommend.”

“doordash, for instance, didn’t give 
any offers for a few hours yesterday 
[on december 9], which obviously 
would not work if you’re trying to 
make money,” he said.

“I don’t understand why a company 
that is, I think, valued today over $50 bil-
lion is paying less than minimum wage,” 
he added. “I don’t agree with that.” AFP

A Great Horned Owl perches on a tree at the Rambles in New York City’s Central Park. AFP

Birdwatchers their binoculars and cameras to view a barred owl. AFP Bird watchers feed tufted titmouses. AFP

Thousands of DoorDash’s couriers struggle to earn minimal wage and juggle working for 
multiple app services to get by. AFP

birdwatching 
hobby flies off 
in covid-era 
new York city



A 
soft snow fell as 
a clutch of visitors 
equipped with a 
Geiger counter wan-

dered through the ghostly 
Ukrainian town of Pripyat, 
frozen in time since the 
world’s worst nuclear acci-
dent in 1986.

More than three decades 
after the Chernobyl nuclear 
disaster forced thousands to 
evacuate, there is an influx 
of visitors to the area that has 
spurred officials to seek offi-
cial status from UNEsCo.

“the Chernobyl zone is al-
ready a world famous land-
mark,” guide MaksymPolivko 
told AfP during a tour on a 
recent frosty day.

“But today this area has no 
official status,” the 38-year-
old said of the exclusion zone 
where flourishing wildlife is 
taking over deserted soviet-
era tower blocks, shops and 
official buildings.

that could be set to change 
under the government initia-
tive to have the area included 
on the UNEsCo heritage list 
alongside landmarks like In-
dia’s tajMahal or stonehenge 
in England.

officials hope recognition 
from the UN’s culture agency 
will boost the site as a tourist 
attraction and in turn bolster 
efforts to preserve ageing 
buildings nearby.

the explosion in the fourth 
reactor at the nuclear power 
plant in April 1986 left swathes 
of Ukraine and neighbouring 
Belarus badly contaminated 
and led to the creation of the 
exclusion zone roughly the 
size of Luxembourg.

Ukrainian authorities say it 
may not be safe for humans to 
live in the exclusion zone for 
another 24,000 years. Mean-
while, it has become a haven 
for wildlife with elk and deer 
roaming nearby forests.

Dozens of villages and 
towns populated by hundreds 
of thousands of people were 
abandoned after the disas-
ter, yet more than 100 elderly 

people live in the area despite 
the radiation threat.

In Pripyat, a ghost town ki-
lometres away from the Cher-
nobyl plant, rooms in eerie 
residential blocks are piled 
up with belongings of former 
residents.

‘The time has come’
Polivko said he hoped the 

upgraded status would en-
courage officials to act more 
“responsibly” to preserve the 
crumbling soviet-era infra-
structure surrounding the 
plant.

“All these objects here re-
quire some repair,” he said.

It was a sentiment echoed 
by Ukrainian Culture Min-
ister oleksandrtkachenko, 
who described the recent 
influx of tourists from home 
and abroad as evidence of 
Chernobyl’s importance “not 
only to Ukrainians, but of all 
mankind.”

A record number of 124,000 
tourists visited last year, in-
cluding 100,000 foreigners 
following the release of the 
hugely popular Chernobyl 
television series in 2019.

tkachenko said obtaining 
UNEsCo status could pro-
mote the exclusion zone as “a 
place of memory” that would 
warn against a repeat nuclear 
disaster.

“the area may and should 

be open to visitors, but it 
should be more than just an 
adventure destination for ex-
plorers,” tkachenko said.

the government is set to 
propose specific objects in the 
zone as a heritage site before 
March but a final decision 
could come as late as 2023.

After the explosion in 1986, 
the three other reactors at 
Chernobyl continued to gen-
erate electricity until the sta-
tion finally closed in 2000. 
Ukraine will mark the 20th 
anniversary of the closure on 
December 15.

tkachenko said the effort to 
secure UNEsCo status was a 
new priority after work on a 
giant protective dome over 
the fourth reactor was com-
pleted in 2016.

With the site now safe for 
one hundred years, he said he 
hoped world heritage status 
would boost visitor numbers 
to one million a year.

It’s a figure that would re-
quire an overhaul of the local 
infrastructure and overwhelm 
a lone souvenir kiosk on the 
site selling trinkets such as 
mugs and clothing adorned 
with nuclear fallout signs.

“Before, everyone was busy 
with the cover,” tkachenko 
said of the timing of the heri-
tage initiative.

“the time has come to do 
this.”AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Place to be lost
  6 Perform without preparation
 11 Kind of wheel
 14 Rose protector
 15 Japanese verse
 16 Hooting hunter
 17 Pawnbroker or bank
 19 Bleat
 20 Bill
 21 Some Mideast dignitaries
 23 Did a lively ballroom dance
 27 “Georgia on My Mind” singer
 29 They’re not perfectly round
 30 Get out of bed
 31 Halloween haul
 32 Cries shrilly
 34 Refrigerator sound
 37 Scouting outing
 38 Past its prime, as fruit
 39 Do, musically
 40 Pub pintful
 41 Cliffside dwelling
 42 Macho fellows
 43 Christmas seasons
 45 Casanovas

 46 Correct an announcement
 48 Mineral-rich area of Poland
 49 Old-time anesthetic
 50 One of an Iraqi minority
 51 Sorority letter
 52 Climber’s goal
 59 Material for a whitesmith
 60 Kind of message
 61 Not a single person
 62 Hotel amenity
 63 Atlanta-based airline
 64 Color of money
DOWN
  1 “Fast cash” site
  2 Even if, briefly
  3 “My boy”
  4 Before, in poetry
  5 “Who’ll volunteer?”
  6 In the lead
  7 Dungeonlike
  8 Ceiling
  9 Well-liked president?
 10 Bedroom furniture
 11 Rolling living quarters
 12 In the know
 13 Bottle material
 18 Some jeans

 22 Post-wedding title
 23 Coffee order
 24 Be of use
 25 Mischievous prank
 26 ___ one’s time
 27 Showing lack of skill
 28 Cow lead-in?
 32 Better’s opposite
 33 Ex-heavyweight champ
 35 Organs males lack
 36 Group for geniuses
 38 Track event
 39 Alpine snow field
 41 More than worried
 42 Pre-landing pattern
 44 Adaptable truck, for short
 45 Old Italian coin
 46 Prefix meaning “straight”
 47 Body of good conduct
 48 Kama ___
 50 Shoelace problem
 53 Picked out stuff?
 54 Home page address, e.g.
 55 Negative conjunction
 56 Nailed thing
 57 Five percent of a score
 58 Ballpoint, e.g.

“A LOT MO” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

A monument sits in front of the giant protective dome built over the sarcophagus of the destroyed fourth 
reactor of Chernobyl nuclear power plant. AFP

Visitors walk in an abandoned amusement park in the ghost town of 
Pripyat, not far from Chernobyl nuclear power plant. AFP

Ukraine seeks to turn 
Chernobyl zone into 
World Heritage site



A GRIPPING Vendee Globe 
entered a new phase on Mon-
day as the three leaders, sepa-
rated by just 70 nautical miles, 
headed towards the Antarctic 
Exclusion Zone (AEZ) in search 
of the winds that will drive 
them up into the Pacific 
Ocean.

Charlie Dalin still leads in 
Apivia, as he has done for the 
last three weeks, but the gap 
has shrunk from 300nm last 
week to just 65nm at 1700GMT 
Monday.

Yannick Bestaven, who is sec-
ond in Maitre Coq IV, and Tho-
mas Ruyant, another 5nm back 
in LinkedOut, give chase. 

The three frontrunners 
crossed the longitude of Cape 
Leeuwin, on the south-west-
ern tip of Australia, on Sunday 
within three hours and 20 
minutes of each other, making 
this ninth edition of the solo 
non-stop round-the-world 
race the tightest yet.

On the back of a low pressure 
system, these three now have 
the chance to take advantage 
of fast sailing conditions to 
open up a big lead on the rest 
of the fleet that has been chas-
ing them hard.

Fourth-placed Damien Seg-
uin is 321nm behind Dalin.

The 33-strong fleet, now 
down to 27, left Les Sables 

d’Olonne on November 8 and 
the leaders, all with the new 
generation ‘foiler’ boats, are now 
approaching the halfway point 
in the race which takes them on 
a 24,296 nautical mile trip.

Sailing to the south of Aus-
tralia, Dalin has chosen to 
move away from New Zealand 
to navigate along the AEZ, set 
in place by the race director to 
protect the skippers from 
‘growlers’, small blocks that 
have detached from larger ice-
bergs and are drifting across 
the sea.

“I passed Cape Leeuwin in 
the lead and now we can dive 
further south to get strong 
winds along the ice zone,” 
Dalin said Monday as he 
braced himself for more cold 
days and freezing nights.

“In the next few days, we will 
change the system, we will 
have a slightly different wind 
along the ice zone, we will con-
tinue to advance, but the wind 
will gradually turn.”

‘It’s freezing!’
The leader is taking part in his 

first Vendee Globe as he discov-
ers the joys of the South Seas.

Tucked in behind him is Ruy-
ant, who gave up second place 
to Bestaven on Monday.

“At night, it is freezing! I put on 
several layers of fleeces and 

sweaters and I sleep with a 
duvet. My cockpit is closed so 
in the cockpit and in the boat, 
it’s nice.”

Ruyant has had to deal with 
a damaged foil but has not 
allowed that to disrupt his 
progress.

“I have found solutions to 
deal with the lack of my port 
foil,” he said.

“I play with the ballast a lot, 
I trim and push hard.”

Ruyant is about to head into 
fresh waters as his previous 
attempt at the race in 2016 
ended before he reached the 
Pacific when he hit an uniden-
tified floating object while sail-
ing between Australia and New 
Zealand.

“Geographically, we’re still in 
the Indian Ocean and I can’t 
wait to cross the longitude of 
New Zealand, to be in the 
Pacific which I don’t know.

“I’ve had my share of strug-
gles and now it’s all good.”

Further back in the fleet, Max-
ime Sorel (V and B Mayenne) 
was struggling over the week-
end with two large tears on two 
of the sailboat’s headsails.

He spent nine hours trying 
to repair them, including 
climbing up the mast in rough 
sea conditions to fix the J3.

“My sewing needles were fly-
ing, the boat was still surfing 

but I got the job done on this 
sail,” said Sorrel who is 11th, 
some 697nm behind Dalin. “I’m 
totally burnt out. I don’t have a 
lot of repair material left.”

Classification
1. Charlie Dalin (FRA/Apivia) 

12,840.8 nautical miles from 

finish, 2. Yannick Bestaven 
(FRA/Maitre Coq IV ) at 
65.0nm, 3. Thomas Ruyant 
(FRA/LinkedOut) 70.3nm, 4. 
Damien Seguin (FRA/Groupe 
Apicil) 320.9nm, 5. Jean Le 
Cam (FRA/Yes we Cam!) 
324.7nm, 6. Benjamin Dutreux 
(FRA/OMIA-Water Family) 

329.2nm, 7. Louis Burton 
(FRA/Bureau Vallee 2) 
345.0nm, 8. Boris Herrmann 
(GER/Seaexplorer-Yacht Club 
de Monaco) 407.6nm, 9. Isa-
belle Joschke (GER/MACSF) 
472.2nm, 10. Giancarlo Pedote 
( ITA/Pr ysmian Group) 
498.7nm. AFP

In this file photo taken on September 30, French skipper Charlie Dalin sails his Imoca 60 monohull ‘Apivia’, off 
Port-la-Foret, western France, a few weeks prior to take the start of the Vendee Globe around the world solo 
sailing race. Favourites of this ninth edition of the Vendee Globe, Alex Thomson followed by Thomas Ruyant 
and Charlie Dalin compete on November 20 against the Saint-Helene anticyclone to reach the Cape of Good 
Hope. AFP
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All Blacks face France in 
special 2023 Rugby World                                                                                                                                            
N

EW Zealand head 
coach Ian Foster said 
facing hosts France 
in a mouthwatering 

2023 Rugby World Cup pool 
game will be “special”, after 
Monday’s draw in Paris.

The sides met in the 1987 and 
2011 finals, with the All Blacks 
winning on both occasions.

“It’s going to be very special. I 
have no doubt they will organ-
ise a superb World Cup,” Foster 
told a press conference. 

“We’ve watched with ad-
miration the way they’re re-
building their team and are 
really building something 
special for 2023.

“For us to know the size of 
the challenge has given us a 
clear focus and one we can’t 
wait for,” he added.

England take on Japan, who 
hosted the last World Cup in 
2019, and Argentina, who beat 
Foster’s men for the first time 
in their history in November.

A qualifier each from Oceania 
and the Americas round out a 
competitive-looking Pool D.

“It’s a great pool to be a part 
of,” England captain Owen 
Farrell said.

“Obviously with the way that 
Japan and Argentina are go-
ing at the minute, some of the 
rugby that has been played over 
the last few years by them both, 
it’s going to be a tough pool.”

Champions South Africa 
will face Ireland as well as 
Scotland and a nation from 
Asia/Pacific and a further Eu-
ropean nation in Pool B.

“It’s exciting, really, to know 
who your RWC pool oppo-
nents will be,” Springboks 

skipper Siya Kolisi said.
Wales, who lost to the Spring-

boks in the 2019 semi-finals, 
are in Pool C with two-time 
Webb Ellis trophy holders Aus-
tralia as well as Fiji, a European 
team and the winner of the fi-
nal qualifying tournament.

Italy and two qualifiers, one 
from the Americas and an-
other from Africa, make up 
the rest of Pool A alongside 
the All Blacks and the French.

Concussion ‘example’
The draw was held days af-

ter a host of former interna-
tionals said they were plan-
ning legal action against the 
sport’s authorities over the 
result of concussion.

The planned legal action tar-
gets World Rugby, the Rugby 
Football Union and the Welsh 
Rugby Union, for “failure to 
protect (the claimants) from the 
risks caused by concussions”.

World Rugby vice-chair-
man Bernard Laporte said 
the global body was a leading 
example in the field across 
spors federations.

“We are a model union in 
terms of research, innovation 
and mastering this area,” former 
France coach Laporte said in a 
press conference afterwards. 

“A lot of other sports want to do 
like rugby with our Head Injury 
Assessment protocol. It’s a major 
subject. The priority is the health 
and safety of our players.”

Due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, seeding levels for 
the tournament draw were 
based on the world rankings 
on January 1, 2020 instead of 
after the autumn internation-
als as originally intended.

Organisers also moved the 
draw forward to be able to 
start selling tickets in March 
next year, before ticket sales 
for the 2024 Paris Olympics 
begin in 2022.

Fixtures are set to be an-
nounced by the end of next 
March.

The dozen countries from 
the draw will be joined by eight 
qualifiers, with the final line-
up known by November 2022. 
AFP

MLB’s Cleveland to 
drop ‘Indians’ name 
amid racist gloom
CLEVELAND’S Major League 
Baseball team confirmed on 
Monday it will drop its long-
held “Indians” name after pro-
tests from fans and Native 
American groups who regard 
the moniker as racist.

Cleveland confirmed the 
change, which had been wide-
ly reported on Sunday, in a 
statement on Twitter. The club 
has yet to decide on a replace-
ment name for the “Indians” 
tag adopted in 1915.

“The Cleveland Indians 
today announced our decision 
to begin the process of chang-
ing from our team name ‘Indi-
ans’,” the team said.

“Since July we have conduct-
ed an extensive process to learn 
how our team name affected 
different constituencies and 
whether it aligned with our 
organizational values.

“As a result of that process, we 
have decided to move forward 
with changing the current team 
name and determining a new, 
non-Native American based 
name for the franchise.

“We believe our organisation 
is at its best when we can unify 
our community and bring peo-
ple together -- and we believe 
a new name will allow us to do 
this more fully.”

Team owner Paul Dolan said 
the decision had been taken 
after consulting with Native 
American groups.

“We gained a deep under-
standing of how tribal commu-
nities feel about the team name 
and the detrimental effects it 
has on them,” Dolan said.

“While Indians will always be 
a part of our history, it is time 

to move forward and work to 
unify our stakeholders and fans 
through a new name.”

Dolan told the MLB.com 
website that the club wanted 
to “unite the community”.

“There is a credible number 
of people in this community 
who are upset by our name . . . 
and there is no reason for our 
franchise to bear a name that 
is divisive,” Dolan said.

It was not immediately clear 
when the namechange will take 
effect. Several US reports on 
Monday said the team would 
continue to be known as the Indi-
ans through the 2021 season.

Cleveland’s move mirrors a 
decision taken by the NFL’s 
Washington Football Team, who 
dropped their old team name, 
deemed to be offensive to Native 
Americans, earlier this year.

The Washington decision 
came during a period of 
nationwide soul-searching 
over issues of race in the Unit-
ed States following the death 
of unarmed Black man George 
Floyd during his arrest by 
police in Minneapolis in May.

Cleveland’s decision was 
criticised by President Donald 
Trump on Sunday.

“Oh no! What is going on? This 
is not good news, even for ‘Indi-
ans’. Cancel culture at work!” 
Trump wrote on Twitter.

The NHL’s Chicago Black-
hawks, Atlanta Braves of MLB 
and Kansas City Chiefs of the NFL 
are other pro clubs that use Native 
American names and logos.

The Blackhawks have ruled 
out any changes to the team’s 
name and logo, arguing it hon-
ors a Native American. AFP 

New Zealand All Blacks prop Tony Woodcock dives towards a try during the 2011 Rugby World Cup final 
match New Zealand vs France at Eden Park Stadium in Auckland on October 23, 2011. AFP

Dalin leads Vendee Globe down to the ‘freezing’ south
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A mAJOrITY of Japanese peo-
ple oppose holding the coro-
navirus-postponed Tokyo 2020 
Olympics next year, favouring 
a further delay or outright can-
cellation of the massive event, 
new polling showed Tuesday.

The new data show public sen-
timent has shifted little since the 
summer, when surveys in Japan 
also found only a minority back-
ing plans to hold the Games next 
year, despite the imminent arriv-
al of new vaccines.

A poll released on Tuesday by 
national broadcaster NHK found 
just 27 percent of respondents 
support holding the Games next 
year, with 32 percent backing can-
cellation and 31 percent favour-
ing a further postponement.

The remaining respondents 
said they were unsure or gave 
no answer.

Olympic organisers and Japa-
nese officials have ruled out any 
further delay of the Games, 
which are the first in history to be 
postponed during peacetime.

They have insisted Tokyo 
2020 can be held even if the 
pandemic is not under control 
by the new opening date of 
July 23, 2021.

but the Japanese public do 
not appear convinced.

A poll published on monday 
by the Jiji press agency simi-
larly found 21 per cent favour-
ing a cancellation and nearly 
30 per cent a further delay.

And a Kyodo news agency 
poll published december 6 
also found a total of 61.2 per 
cent opposed to holding the 
Games next year.

The figure comes with just 
over seven months to go until 
the postponed Games are 
scheduled to open.

The start of vaccination cam-
paigns in some parts of the 
world has boosted the confi-
dence of organisers that the 
Games can go ahead, though 
innoculation will not be manda-
tory for athletes or spectators.

but even as the vaccines are 
being rolled out, new waves of 
the virus are surging in many 
places, including Japan, which 
has seen a comparatively low toll 
from the outbreak, recording 
fewer than 2,600 deaths so far.

Postponing the Games and 
devising coronavirus counter-
measures has proved a logisti-
cal nightmare for organisers, 
and carries a steep price tag.

The delay and health meas-
ures will add at least an extra 
$2.4 billion to the existing $13 
billion budget for the Games.

Organisers are due to release 
an updated budget later this 
month, but their figures for the 
cost have been hotly disputed, 
with an audit report last year esti-
mating the national government 
spent nearly 10 times its original 
budget between 2013-2018.

Organisers countered that 
the estimate included items 
not directly related to the 
Games. AFP 

PSG barca 
face off in 
champions 
League tie
P

ArIS Saint-Germain, 
last season’s beaten 
finalists, will face bar-
celona in the last 16 of 

the champions League while 
Liverpool were paired with rb 
Leipzig in monday’s draw.

French champions PSG 
will relish another chance to 
avenge their soul-destroying 
‘remontada’ defeat to the 
catalan giants in 2017.

Having beaten barca 4-0 in 
the French capital, PSG crashed 
to a 6-1 defeat at the camp Nou 
orchestrated by Neymar. 

The brazilian, who won the 
2015 champions League with 
barca, then joined PSG in a 
world record move weeks lat-
er but has yet to taste similar 
european success with Ligue 
1’s dominant force.

They came closest last season 
when they were beaten 1-0 in 
the final by bayern munich, who 
claimed a sixth european crown 
thanks to a goal from PSG youth 
product Kingsley coman.

With the first legs due to be 
played in February, PSG seem 
hopeful Neymar will have re-
covered in time from an ankle 

injury which forced him to be 
stretchered off the pitch in 
his side’s 1-0 Ligue 1 defeat to 
Lyon on Sunday.

On monday PSG said Ney-
mar’s prognosis was “reas-
suring” while the 28-year-
old said on Instagram that 
his injury “could have been 
worse” following a rough 
tackle from Lyon midfielder 
Thiago mendes which left 
him screaming in agony.

barca may not be as in-
timidating opponents as in 
the past after a troubled start 
to the season influenced by 
boardroom chaos and Lionel 
messi’s attempt to leave the 
club in the summer.

messi saved barca’s blushes 
on Sunday with the only goal 
in a home win over lowly 
Levante, but they are nine 
points behind La Liga leaders 
real Sociedad.

Holders Bayern face Lazio 
reigning champions bayern 

play Italian side Lazio, who are 
in the knockout phase for the 
first time in over two decades.

“They are a very difficult op-

ponent, we saw them in the 
group against dortmund,” 
said bayern’s sports director 
Hasan Salihamidzic. 

“It is always difficult against 
the Italian teams. but it is al-
ways nice to go to rome.”

Lazio’s Spanish midfielder 
Luis Alberto described the 
draw as “complicated”.

Pep Guardiola’s manchester 
city team, who like PSG are 
still seeking a first champions 
League title despite serious 
investment from Gulf state 
owners, must get past borussia 
moenchengladbach, european 
cup finalists way back in 1977.

“I learned when I was in Ger-
many how big and important 
and historical a team Glad-
bach are. I respect the beauty 

of their football,” said former 
bayern boss Guardiola.

“I want to arrive in the best 
condition when we play them. 
We want to compete as best 
as possible and go through.”

Frank Lampard said that 
chelsea, winners in 2012, 
have been handed the hard-
est possible draw with their 
tie against Atletico madrid.

“I think most people will 
say it’s the toughest draw that 
we could have had,” the blues 
boss said.

“We have to have belief 
in ourselves and, when that 
game comes around, you’re 
going to have to beat these 
sort of teams if you’re going to 
win the champions League.”

cristiano ronaldo and Ju-

ventus will play Portuguese 
side Porto, winners in 2004, 
while real madrid take on 
last season’s surprise quarter-
finalists Atalanta.

“We want to face them in 
the same manner we took 
on barcelona,” said Juve vice 
president Pavel Nedved, re-
ferring to the 3-0 win at the 
camp Nou which allowed the 
Italians to top their group.

Liverpool will be wary of 
an attack-minded rb Leipzig 
side who ended the hopes 
of manchester United in the 
group phase.

That match will be a clash of 
German managers as Jurgen 
Klopp’s reds face a Leipzig 
side led by young coach Ju-
lian Nagelsmann. AFP

ex-Liverpool manager Gerard Houllier dies
GerArd Houllier, the French 
coach who set Liverpool back 
on the path to Premier League 
and european glory, has died 
aged 73.

Houllier, who managed the 
Anfield giants from 1998 to 
2004, died overnight Sunday 
to monday after undergoing 
heart surgery. 

His career was blighted by 
health problems and he had 
to take a break during his 
time at Liverpool to recover 
from heart issues.

The Frenchman, who also 
managed Aston Villa later in his 
career, guided the reds to an FA 
cup, League cup and UeFA cup 
treble in 2001, the highlight of 
his six-year spell in charge.

He won Ligue 1 titles in France 
with Paris-Saint Germain and 
Lyon and also had a spell in 
charge of the French national 
team from 1992 to 1993, when 
they failed to qualify for the 1994 
finals in the United States.

The cerebra l Houl l ier 
played an important role in 
shaping Liverpool after the 
club that had dominated eng-
lish football in the 1970s and 
1980s lost their way. 

His affiliation with Liverpool 
began decades before he took 
charge at Anfield. He worked 

as a teacher in the city during 
the 1960s, first taking in a reds 
match on the Kop in 1969.

Although he was unable to 
lead them to the Premier 
League title – that had to wait 
until this year under German 
coach Jurgen Klopp – Houl-
lier was loved by the Anfield 
club’s supporters.

“We are mourning the pass-
ing of our treble-winning 
manager, Gerard Houllier,” 
Liverpool tweeted.

“The thoughts of everyone 
at Liverpool Football club are 

with Gerard’s family and many 
friends. rest in peace, Gerard 
Houllier 1947-2020.” 

Heart problems
Houllier became joint team 

manager with roy evans at 
Anfield in 1998 but their relation-
ship soon became strained and 
long-term club servant evans 
resigned later that year to leave 
the Frenchman in sole charge.

He masterminded one of the 
greatest single seasons in the 
club’s illustrious history in 
2000/01, winning three cups.

In October 2001, Houllier fell ill 
at half-time during Liverpool’s 
match against Leeds and required 
life-saving heart surgery.

He returned after five months 
as Liverpool finished second in 
the league to Arsenal.

Houllier guided Liverpool to 
a second League cup triumph 
of his tenure in 2003 but left 
the following year after over-
seeing 307 matches and suc-
cessfully re-establishing the 
club as a modern force.

In 2005 Liverpool, now with 
rafael benitez as manager, 
became champions of europe 
for the fifth time in their his-
tory, inspired by Steven Ger-
rard, whose career was 
launched by Houllier.

many of Liverpool’s treble-
winning squad paid tribute to 
their former boss.

Gerrard, now manager of 
rangers, wrote on Instagram: 
“devastated to hear the news my 
former manager Gerard Houllier 
has passed away. I will never for-
get what this man did for me and 
my career. rest in peace boss.”

Former Liverpool and eng-
land forward michael Owen 
tweeted that he was heartbro-
ken, describing Houllier as a 
“great manager and a genu-
inely caring man”.

Former Liverpool defender 
Jamie carragher tweeted: 
“Loved that man to bits, he 
changed me as a person & as 
a player & got @LFc back win-
ning trophies. rIP boss.”

Houllier made his name with 
Lens and Paris Saint-Germain, 
winning Ligue 1 with PSG in 
1986 and later winning the title 
twice more with Lyon, in 2006 
and 2007.

“He created a relationship of 
friendship,” said long-time Lyon 
owner Jean-michel Aulas.

“I have few friends that strong 
but he was one of the people who 
could be counted on for football 
and everything in between.”

Houllier became Villa man-
ager in 2010 but suffered fur-
ther health problems during 
his spell in birmingham. He 
was admitted to hospital in 
April 2011 after falling ill and 
did not return to work before 
stepping down by mutual con-
sent in June that year.

The Villa job proved to be his 
final role in day-to-day man-
agement. 

more recently, he worked as 
the head of global football for 
the red bull group, which 
owns rb Leipzig, rb Salzburg 
and the New York red bulls, as 
well as advising Lyon. AFP

majority 
Japanese 
oppose 
Olympics

Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian forward Neymar (centre) is challenged by Istanbul Basaksehir’s Turkish 
midfielder Mahmut Tekdemir (back) during the UEFA Champions League group H football match between PSG 
and Istanbul Basaksehir FK at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris, on December 9. AFP

In this file photo taken on March 11, 2007 Lyon’s French coach Gerard 
Houllier is seen during the French L1 football match Lyon vs Marseille at 
the Gerland stadium in Lyon. Ex-Liverpool manager Gerard Houllier has 
died at the age of 73, it was announced on December 14.  AFP
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