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PM to outline 
current Covid 
situation in 
nat’l address
Mom Kunthear

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen 
is set to address the nation 
concerning the current 
condition and progress 

regarding the Covid-19 outbreak, 
including contributions by the 
public to fund buying vaccines. 

Hun Sen’s speech will be broad-
cast live at 9am on December 15 
from his residence in Kandal prov-
ince’s Takhmao town, according 
to the Ministry of Information. 

Last week, the prime minister 
announced that the government 
was preparing for a first-phase pur-
chase of one million doses of Cov-
id-19 vaccines to be given to 
500,000 people who are at the high-
est risk of contracting the virus. 
Immediately after the announce-
ment, people around the country 
began donating money to aid the 
government’s procurement plans.

Total donations have already 
risen to nearly $50 million.

The Ministry of Health on 
December 14 declared that 40 
people so far had tested positive 
for Covid-19 in connection with 
the November 28 incident – a ref-
erence to the first confirmed case 
of community transmission – with 
no new local transmissions 
detected over the last three days. 

Ministry spokeswoman Or Vand-
ine expressed optimism that all 
infected individuals would recover.

“Their conditions are mostly 

stable. We are hopeful that the 
patients will sustain their gradu-
al recoveries. Recent medical 
evaluations have seen a series of 
positive results,” she said.

After results from a third round of 
comprehensive testing on Decem-
ber 12 came out negative, senior 
government officials involved with 
the November 28 incident have 
been pleased with the results.

Participants in the recent testing 
included Minister of Interior Sar 
Kheng and his 100 family mem-
bers, as well as National Assembly 
president Heng Samrin, Minister 
of Justice Koeut Rith, Minister of 
National Defence Tea Banh and 
their families and subordinates.

On December 14, two Covid-19 
patients recovered and were dis-
charged from the Chak Angre 
Health Centre. One of them is a 
35-year-old Cambodian woman 
from Kampot province’s Teuk Chhou 
district who arrived in Cambodia 
from China on November 18. 

The other is a 49-year-old Cam-
bodian-American man from 
Chaom Chao commune in 
Phnom Penh’s Por Sen Chey dis-
trict who arrived in Cambodia 
from the US on December 4. 

Both were discharged after two 
consecutive tests came back 
negative.

As of December 14, Cambodia 
had recorded a total of 359 Covid-
19 cases, with 50 remaining hos-
pitalised.

UK, EU extend Brexit talks after 
ditching make-or-break deadline

CSX reviews first application for Growth Board IPO

THE EU and Britain were set 
to return to the negotiating 
table on December 14 after 
agreeing to abandon a sup-
posed make-or-break deadline 
for a post-Brexit trade pact.

EU chief Ursula von der 
Leyen and British Prime Min-
ister Boris Johnson had said 
last week they would decide 
whether an agreement was 
possible by the end of Decem-

ber 13, but agreed in a crisis 
call to “go the extra mile”.

“Our negotiating teams 
have been working day and 
night over recent days,” von 
der Leyen said in a video mes-
sage, reading out a joint state-
ment agreed with Johnson.

“We have accordingly 
mandated our negotiators to 
continue the talks and to see 
whether an agreement can 

even at this late stage be 
reached,” the leaders said.

They did not offer a new 
deadline but Conservative 
Party lawmaker Mark Harper 
suggested the extended talks 
could go right to the wire, with 
less than three weeks until 
Britain leaves the single mar-
ket at the end of the month.

He told the Press Association: 
“Many of us are fully anticipat-

ing it’s entirely possible we 
might be returning to Parlia-
ment between Christmas and 
new year to scrutinise this and 
vote it through if a deal is done.”

EU negotiator Michel Barni-
er and Britain’s David Frost 
held talks late on December 
12 and early on December 13. 
They have been alternating

May Kunmakara

THE Cambodia Securities Exchange 
(CSX) is currently going over its first-
ever initial public offering (IPO) eligi-
bility review application for a com-
pany to list on its Growth Board since 
the secondary board was launched in 
2015, its vice-chairman Ha Jong-weon 
told The Post on December 14.

A first listing will enlighten the 
Kingdom’s small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) to new possibili-
ties of going public and raising funds 

on the capital market, he said.
“We will give them the approval 

notification within one month if the 
documents and information are 
completed,” Ha said, declining to 
provide further details before the 
Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion of Cambodia (SECC) had given 
the green light for the IPO.

He voiced confidence that the IPO 
would be the catalyst to spark a list-
ing trend among leading qualified 
SMEs in the Kingdom.

“It also means SMEs [will now be] 

able to collect public funds and have 
their stocks traded [on] the market 
like big corporations do.

“Investors . . . can [now] invest in 
small-cap stocks on top of big-cap 
stocks on the main board in the CSX. 
It will be another historical step for-
ward [for] capital market develop-
ment in Cambodia,” Ha said. 

The CSX has struggled to attract 
SMEs since the launch of its Growth 
Board in late 2015. According to SECC 
regulations, companies are required 
to have a minimum of $500,000 in 

operating capital to list, as compared 
to the $7.5 million required on the 
main board.

Companies that list on the platform 
are also required to release one year 
of audited financial results, whereas 
two years are required for bigger 
companies.

Additionally, the audit results must 
show a positive net profit or positive 
operating cash flow with gross profit 
margin of at least 10 per cent.

SECC vice-president Sok Dara told 
The Post recently that two SMEs were 

on track to list on the CSX’s Growth 
Board by the end of this year.

There are currently 13 listed firms in 
the Kingdom – seven stock-listed and 
six corporate bond-listed. The 13 
companies have raised a combined 
$253 million and the stock index 
increased more than 57 per cent last 
year over 2018, CSX data show.

In the first nine months of this 
year, two companies listed stocks 
and three listed bonds. The five 
firms have raised a combined $92 
million, the data show.
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Lift off
The Angara-A5 rocket blasts off from the plesetsk cosmodrome in northern russia on monday, marking the second launch of the country’s 
heavy-class Angara rockets – the first developed after the fall of the soviet union – nearly six years after its maiden voyage. RUSSIAN 
DEFENCE MINISTRY/AFP
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SIem reAP provincial heri-
tage protection police have 
been questioning two men 
who were arrested on de-
cember 13 in the Preah Khan 
temple area on suspicion of 
trying to steal artefacts.

Ket bunthan, director of 
the Heritage Protection Po-
lice department, said the 
two suspects, aged 28 and 
36, will be sent to court. 

“Our authorities are ques-
tioning these two suspects. 
We will know if they will be 
charged in court after ques-
tioning,” he said.

A heritage protection police of-
ficer who asked not to be named 
said that at around 10am on de-
cember 12, his forces patrolled 
around and inside the Preah 
Khan Temple and came across 
two pairs of suspects on two mo-
torcycles with artefact detection 
tool. The police chased the sus-

pects but two of them managed 
to escape. 

Among the evidence confis-
cated were two detection tools, 
a black mobile phone, two long-
knives, one pickaxe, a battery 
and a black backpack.

Apsara National Authority 
spokesman Long Kosal said 
any enforcement activity re-
lated to artefacts falls under 
the authority of the heritage 
protection police.

“If we receive information 
about a crime, the Apsara Na-
tional Authority will provide 
it to the heritage protection 
police to make arrests. We 
have done this [collabora-
tion] regularly,” he said.

bunthan did not respond 
to a request for further com-
ment on december 14.

Siem reap Provincial court 
spokesperson chhuon Sopan-
ha said on december 14 that 
the two suspects had not been 
sent to court.

Siem reap police nab 
artefact theft suspects

Aquaculture 
sector needs 
better supply 
and demand

Police detain K Speu land grabbers

Niem Chheng

m
INISTer of Agri-
culture, Forestry 
and Fisheries 
Veng Sakhon held 

an ad hoc meeting with fishery 
officials and the cambodian 
Aquaculturist Association on 
december 14 to discuss the 
matter of promoting domes-
tic aquaculture produce and 
reducing imports amid the 
covid-19 pandemic.

The promotion of aqua-
culture was also in line with-
Prime minister Hun Sen’s 
recent recommendations, 
in which he regarded “agri-
culture as the heart of cam-
bodian people”, Sakhon said 
in a Facebook post after the 
meeting.

He directed the Fisheries 
Administration to work close-
ly with the association to as-
sess the domestic supply and 
production capacity, as well 
as how they could increase 
the capacity and quality of 
aquaculture products.

He also suggested that the 
Fisheries Administration col-

lect statistics on aquaculture 
farms and information on do-
mestic supply and demand. 

He urged the Fisheries Ad-
ministration to disseminate 
farming techniques and ad-
ministrative and reference 
documents to all members of 
the association. They should 
work with the association to 
stop the illegal importation of 
aquaculture products.

Fisheries Administration, 
he said, should set up net-
working platforms for sellers 
and producers to maintain a 
healthy balance of production 
supply and demand. They 
should study farming tech-
niques and innovation to en-
sure the local aquaculture in-
dustry reaches a healthy state, 
prosperous and sustainable.

Sakhon recommended the 
association to be unified among 
themselves and increase raising 
all kinds of fish, shrimp, turtle, 
and frog to meet local demand.

The association should form 
a wide network and correctly 
apply the techniques from 
breeding and feeding to mar-
keting work. They must abide 

by the production standards 
which promote competitive 
advantage, he said.

“The association should 
be active in promoting, en-
couraging, supporting, and 
spreading the news on de-
mand, quantity and price 
widely within the association. 

“They should cooperate with 
Fisheries Administration to 
promote domestic aquaculture 
and stop illegal aquaculture 
product import,” Sakhon said.

Sok radan, president of cam-
bodian Aquaculturist Associa-

tion, said the ad hoc meeting 
came following complaints 
from aquaculturists about the 
import of tonnes of fish.

“many people are raising 
fish and they have complained 
about the import of the same 
kinds of fish from abroad. I sent 
the request on behalf of the as-
sociation to the agriculture 
minister to stop the import of 
catfish and frog,” he said.

radan said since its estab-
lishment in June this year, 
his non-profit association 
had registered more than 200 

aquaculturists in six provinc-
es around the Tonle Sap lake. 
The association was formed to 
share information and farm-
ing techniques acceptable by 
the local market and possibly 
for export in the future. 

Hong Vannak, an economic 
researcher at the royal Acad-
emy of cambodia, said that 
now is the time to implement 
best practices on agriculture 
in cambodia. He said current-
ly the cooperation between 
agriculturist and government 
institution was limited.

“If we raise fish locally and 
follow good national stan-
dards, I believe our product 
is better than imported prod-
ucts which we could not con-
trol. every day, local demand 
is huge but the supply is not 
enough, even for pig,” he said.

Vannak urged relevant au-
thorities to teach aquacultur-
ists more farming technique 
for the purpose of improving 
their product quality. He said 
that only by improving the 
product quality can the im-
port be stopped.

Voun Dara

mILITArY Police personnel, in 
cooperation with environmen-
tal rangers in Kampong Speu 
province, have cracked down 
on natural resource crimes 
and illegal encroachment of 
state land in Oral district’s Ta 
Sal commune. They seized 
15 chainsaws, removed eight 
tents, and destroyed 19 coal 
ovens, according to the pro-
vincial military Police report 
released on december 13.

While patrolling the Sorya 
village area on december 12, 
authorities also briefly de-
tained 23 villagers who were 
hired to clear forest and il-
legally occupy land in Ta Sal 
commune’s Sorya village. 
They were made to sign a let-
ter promising to stop their ac-
tivities before being allowed 
to return home.

citing questioning, officials 
said the 23 people were from 
Kampot province and had 
been hired by traders to clear 
forest in Kampong Speu.  

Kampong  Speu provincial 
governor Vei Samnang told The 
Post on december 13 that his 
officials were expanding their 
investigation in order to iden-
tify the ringleaders. He said the 
ringleaders are traders who 
have set up a network that in-
cites poor people from various 
provinces to encroach on the 
land in exchange for cash pay-
ments and plots of land.

“In the past, we have ar-
rested some ringleaders. but 
in the case of traders hiring 

people like this, the traders 
are very good at hiding, so we 
need to expand the investiga-
tion further,” he said.

Samnang said encroach-
ment on state forest land is 
an offense punishable by a 
prison term of up to 10 years.  

“I would like to remind 
people that the statute of lim-
itations for forestry crimes is 
lengthy, it’s a long period, so 
please do not commit these 
crimes. Today I have not been 
able to arrest the perpetra-
tors, but even if it is 10 years 
from now, when I find them I 
can still arrest them,” he said.

Separately in Pursat prov-
ince on december 10, pro-

vincial authorities also 
cracked down on state land 
encroachment in Veal Veng 
district’s O’Som commune. 
They reclaimed 100ha of ille-
gally occupied land that was 
under cultivation, along with 
another 164ha that was in the 
process of being cleared. 

Kith Sopha, a spokesman for 
the Pursat Provincial Adminis-
tration, declined to comment 
on december 13, saying no of-
ficial report had been filed.

National resource and Wild-
life Preservation Organisation 
(NrWPO) director chea Hean 
observed that a cycle where 
people were illegally clearing 
state land and later requesting 

legal possession of it for the 
ringleaders seemed to be hap-
pening over and over again. 

“They [villagers] are hired 
to clear state forest land and 
occupy the land for the trad-
ers who will eventually take 
possession of the land. each 
of them receives about $500 
to $1,000 for this illegal activ-
ity,” he said.

Hean said he is currently 
cooperating with provincial 
environment officials to in-
vestigate cases where local 
authorities in some villages 
and communes have signed 
land certificates enabling res-
idents to encroach on state 
forest land.

The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries will promote domestic aquaculture products and boost its supply capacity. AGRICULTURE MINISTRY

Military Police cracked down illegal land encroachment in Kampong Speu’s Oral district. ENvIRoNMENT MINISTRY

Siem Reap provincial heritage police arrested two suspects for trying to 
steal artefacts and confiscated their detector tool. PoLICE
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HUmAN rights group LIcAdHO 
has observed an alarming increase 
in cases of women and girls report-
edly being raped by relatives, as vic-
tims continue to struggle to obtain 
justice due to an alleged lack of law 
enforcement.

Government officials, however,  
deny being indifferent to the issue.

In its “breaking the Silence: rape 
by relatives and barriers to Justice 
in cambodia” report, LIcAdHO said 
women and children who are raped 
by a family member are too often 
being denied both the safety and 
justice to which they are entitled.

According to the report published 
on december 13, of all the rape or 
attempted rape cases investigated 
by LIcAdHO from January 2017 to 
december 2019, nearly one in three 
(137 cases) involved a suspect who 
was related to the victim.

The 25-page report said that almost 
half (46 per cent) of victims reported 
experiencing sexual violence by a 
blood relative, such as their father, 
uncle or grandfather. Other victims re-
ported that they were sexually abused 
by their step-relatives and in-laws.

The report added that from June to 
August of this year, LIcAdHO sought 
to confirm the status or outcome of 
each of the 137 cases and received 
information on 135 of them.

Just over half of these cases result-
ed in a conviction where the perpe-
trator served a prison sentence that 
fully applied the relevant law (53 per 
cent). 

LIcAdHO said that in less than 
one-fifth of the cases, perpetrators 
received light convictions, short 
sentences or were convicted in ab-
sentia and never arrested. 

Additionally, some cases of abuse 
are settled out of court or have a 
prolonged trial period resulting in 
victims having little hope of justice.

“barriers to accessing justice for 
these victims are due to factors such 
as corruption, lack of victim protec-
tion, family pressure and police ask-
ing them not to report [the case] to 
protect their honour.

“Some authorities are helping 
[victims] to resolve cases outside of 
the judicial system. This is because 
of the travelling time, as well as ex-
penditure for court proceedings. 

“In some cases, the victim decided 
to withdraw the complaint because 
the perpetrator is someone who sup-
ports the family,” the report said.

LIcAdHO deputy director Am Sam 
Ath said on december 14 that the 
dangers of sexual violence happening 
within a family are high. but, he said, 
authorities still have not taken suffi-
cient action to ensure that perpetra-
tors face justice. The rights of women 
and girls are not receiving enough at-
tention, which sends out the wrong 
message that rape is something that 
can be tolerated, he added.

Sam Ath pointed out that the risk 
of domestic violence is likely to in-

crease this year with schools closed. 
Unemployment is on the rise with 
the spread of covid-19, which means 
more people are spending more time 
at home and closer to the perpetrators.

“Some of the other contributing fac-
tors that lead to an increase in cases 
of sexual abuse among women and 
girls are the decline of social morals, 
as well as drug use, alcoholism, lack 
of control of pornographic content on 
the internet and poverty,” he said.

chou bun eng, the ministry of In-
terior secretary of state and permanent 
vice-chair of the National committee 
for counter Trafficking of cambodia 
(NccT), said on december 14 that rel-
evant authorities are researching and 
compiling a clear report to determine 
whether or not the number is increasing.

She said the cases occur partly due 
to the promotion of sexual content 
on the internet. 

“The government has implement-
ed many relevant policies and laws, 
and now the government is draft-
ing another law on online [content] 
governance. The authorities are also 
stepping up their educational activi-
ties. We always take immediate action 
once we hear of the occurrence of a 
sexual abuse case,” she said.

rape cases alarm victims’advocatesJapan gov’t grants 
$1m to local NGOs
Voun Dara

T
He Japanese government  
has provided grants total-
ling $968,390 to two Japa-
nese NGOs in cambodia for 

the implementation of medical and 
educational projects under Japan’s 
economic cooperation project. 

According to a press release from 
the Japanese embassy in cambo-
dia on december 14, the grant will 
be split between two organisations 
– the Association for Aid and re-
lief Japan (AAr Japan) will receive 
$273,851 and the Foundation for 
International development/relief 
(FIdr) will receive $694,539.

The press release said the grant 
to AAr Japan is for their Project for 
Promotion of Inclusive education 
(Ie) for children with disabilities by 
enhancing the Practices in model 
Area and developing an Ie evalua-
tion System.

It also noted that the grant to the 
FIdr is for their Project for enhancing 
medical System to Practice Paediatric 
Surgery in Kratie province.

With funding from the Japanese gov-
ernment and FIdr, the Pediatric Sur-
gery Project (PSP) – in collaboration 
with the Kratie referral Hospital and 
the Kratie provincial health department 
– new buildings for surgical and mater-
nity wards are being constructed.

FIdr said the hospital is relocating 
its patients from the existing building 
to other hospital buildings temporarily 
and then demolishing the old build-
ings in order to start construction on 
the new wards this month.

According to the press release, 
the grant programme for Japanese 
NGO projects in cambodia started 
in 2002 to support efforts to help 
develop and rebuild cambodia at a 
fundamental level.

Through November 18 of this 
year, the government of Japan had 
provided more than $37 million 
for 121 projects focusing on basic 
education, health, agriculture and 
demining activities across cambo-
dia, it said.

ministry of education, Youth and 
Sport spokesman ros Soveacha 
said that Japanese development 
partners, including the Japanese 
government and civil society organ-
isations, have long played an impor-
tant role in improving the quality 
of life in cambodia in many ways, 
such as educational opportunities 
for children with disabilities, along 
with many other projects that have 
contributed greatly to the develop-
ment of the cambodian economy.

“educational opportunities for 
children with disabilities are part of 
the vision for improving education 
in cambodia as we look towards 
achieving important development 
goals by 2030. The education minis-
try is totally committed to achieving 
cambodia’s fourth sustainable de-
velopment goal in education. 

“With the aid of our development 
partners from Japan, the ministry 
will continue in its efforts to improve 
education quality and make it more 
equitable and inclusive in order to 
provide lifelong learning opportuni-
ties for all cambodians,” he said.

Nearly one in three rape cases involved suspects related to victims. photo
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drug rehabilitation centre 
Orkas Knhom has temporar-
ily stopped receiving victims 
who seek treatment and 
rehabilitation. 

currently, as many as 2,000 
victims are being treated at the 
centre. 

Phnom Penh department of 
Social Affairs and Orkas Knhom 
director mom chandany said 
on december 14 that this tem-
porary halt was due to over-
crowding at the centre. 

In other words, she request-
ed drug victims to get treat-
ment service at health centres 
in other referral hospitals in 
Phnom Penh and provinces. 

“but when necessary, when 
the police send victims to it in 
an emergency, I will consider 
receiving them. but they are to 
be put in separate rooms for 
14 days,” she said.

chandany will ask to allow 
those who have gotten rid of 
their addiction to return home 
and she will wait and see wheth-
er the November 28 commu-
nity incident will be better. 

The Orkas Knhom urged 
parents to welcome their chil-
dren whose health is better to 
go home. The centre also 
instructed parents about how 
to educate and support their 

children at home. 
chandany added that the 

Orkas Knhom had still had a 
lack of space for victims 
because the number of drug 
victims had a lot. 

“I made a request and report 
to the Phnom Penh municipal 
governor because I wanted to 
have buildings with more 
rooms, especially to separate 
those whose addiction are 
more serious and less serious. 
every drug victims have differ-
ent health conditions,” she 
said.

She said that she wanted big-
ger rooms and spaces for them 
to grow vegetables, and espe-
cially rooms to learn life skills. 
many partner organisations had 
supported the initiative without 
thinking of money. but the train-
ing rooms were narrow. 

So, 10 per cent of victims had 
received life skill training. If 
new victims still seek help at 
the centre, it needs about three 
buildings that consist of 20 
rooms for them to stay and 
learn professional skills. 

Phnom Penh municipal 
deputy Governor mean chan-
yada sent a letter, which was 
seen by The Post on december 
14, to chandany, notifying her 
that she can stop receiving 
drug victims temporarily at 
the rehabilitation centre.

WcS helps conserve K Thom birds
Nov Sivutha

T
He ministry of Water re-
sources and meteorology 
has urged the Wildlife con-
servation Society (WcS) to 

expedite their work in support of a 
joint project to develop the Kam-
pong Thom province Stung chinit 
Irrigation system and conserve local 
endangered species.

The plea was made by chan Si-
nath, undersecretary of state at the 
ministry, during a video conference 
on december 14, requesting WcS to 
comply with procedures stipulated 
by the ministry of economy and Fi-
nance no later than december 15.

“We need them to complete the 
required provisions in order for us 
to continue progress on the irriga-
tion project,” he said.

WcS national director Ken Serey 
rotha on december 14 declined to 
comment on the ministry’s plea but 
said the project was part of a plan to 
reduce risks related to the habitats 
of rare birds, especially the critically 
endangered species bengal florican 
(Houbaropsis bengalensis).

Serey rotha explained that instal-
lation of the irrigation system infra-
structure could affect the birds’ hab-
itat, and the government and Asian 
development bank (Adb) want the 
organization to review their devel-
opment plans so as to minimize en-
vironmental impact there.

“The government plans to build 
the Stung chinit system to deliver 
irrigation water to the area so the 
environmental conservation work 
has played an important role in 
supporting this project ... The min-
istries and Adb have joined WcS to 
examine the possibility of strategic 
planning to reduce the high risk and 
impact on bird habitats,” he said.

Serey rotha welcomed the gov-

ernment’s new mindset in adopting 
mechanisms to integrate conservation 
and development. He said this repre-
sents a turning point in recognising 
that the two must go hand in hand.

He added that the WcS project is 
not only about conserving natural 
resources and wildlife but also about 
helping rice farmers in the area with 
infrastructure improvements in-

tended to boost production.
You La, director of Kampong Thom 

provincial department of Water re-
sources and meteorology, said he 
was unaware of the details of the 
project, except that national officials 
and other relevant parties had vis-
ited the area in the past and results of 
their assessments had not yet been 
communicated to provincial offices.

“This project has not yet begun. 
This project has been put into de-
velopment, and I’ve seen the con-
sultants conducting studies. but 
there have not been any meetings or 
workshops to present their results. 
I’m waiting for implementation to 
start. but if their study concludes 
that the conservation of protected 
animals would be adversely affect-

ed, they will not allow it to proceed,” 
he said.

The water resources ministry has 
authorized Adb to provide direct 
contracts to WcS through the Ir-
rigated Agriculture Improvement 
Project to enable the independent 
organisation to lead local conserva-
tion efforts while promoting eco-
nomic growth.

Poor students face study challenges
Voun Dara

A NeTWOrK of child and 
youth organisations in cam-
bodia has called on partner 
organisations to continue 
assisting government efforts to 
provide education during the 
covid-19 pandemic, warning 
that dropouts are rising as 
some children lack resources 
to access study materials online. 

The request for support came 
via an online discussion on 
december 14 under the theme 
“covid-19 crisis Affects educa-
tion of children and Youth” 
held by the child rights coali-
tion cambodia (crc-cambo-
dia) with participation from 
Save the children in cambodia, 
Plan International cambodia, 
childFund and World Vision 
International cambodia.

Ieng morokot of the child 
Advocate Network noted during 
the discussion that the studies of 
children in some poorer families 
had been impacted because 
they needed to spend time help-
ing with house work to ease the 
burdens on their families. 

“Some students are unable 
to access online learning 
materials, and so teachers 
must visit students to monitor 
their progress,” she said.

morokot also requested that 
partner organisations step up 
efforts to supply students with 
whatever materials they need to 

continue with their schooling.
Uem Sok Net, a member of 

the cambodia children and 
Young People movement for 
child rights (ccYmcr) who 
is currently studying Grade 12 
in Kampong chhnang prov-
ince, said her education dur-
ing the covid-19 crisis has suf-
fered amid school closures 
because she does not have suf-
ficient resources, including 
reliable internet access. 

“my studies have worsened 
because I have little time for 
homework. Also, the internet 
coverage is weak and slow dur-

ing online classes so learning 
has been difficult,” she said.

Sok Net observed that impov-
erished children face the great-
est obstacles to online learning 
because many do not have 
smartphones and, therefore, 
have no access to the internet. 

“children in my community 
want to continue studying since 
the schools have been closed. 
Some children do independent 
research on their own at home, 
but others have decided to 
abandon school work because 
they lack access to study mate-
rials online,” she said.

After cases of covid-19 were 
discovered earlier this year, 
schools in cambodia have been 
closed periodically since mid-
march. Students have been 
forced to study from home with 
classes conducted online.

The ministry of education, 
Youth and Sport is cooperating 
with the ministry of Posts and 
Telecommunications, in con-
junction with private sector 
development partners, to 
establish ubiquitous internet 
connections for public educa-
tional institutions across the 
country by 2023.

drug rehab centre  
halts patient intake  

The Bengal florican, found in Kampong Thom province, is a critically endangered species which could be affected by a new irrigation system. WATER RESOURCES MINISTRY

Children in some poorer Cambodian families are facing difficulties in their studies due to Covid-19. FACEBOOK
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Mom Kunthear

THree ministries have joined 
hands to organise the annual 
cambodia book Fair from de-
cember 12-19. due to covid-19, 
this year’s event is called book 
Week and will be held online with 
the theme of building a closer re-
lationship to books in the covid 
era”. 

cambodia book Fair com-
mittee representative Hok Sothi 
said on december 12 that last 
year’s 8th book fair was a great 
success, with 140 publishers 
taking part and 180,000 visitors 
attending the event. 

He said that to develop the pub-
lishing industry in cambodia, the 
committee had planned to organ-
ise an even bigger book fair this 
year but decided to reduce it to an 
online forum due to covid-19. 

“because of the covid-19 situa-
tion, we decided to call off the phys-
ical book fair this year,” he said.

minister of culture and Fine 
Arts Phoeurng Sackona said 
books are a medium that lead 
readers’ minds to every corner 
of the world. Through reading, 
one can learn many things such 
as the customs of different eth-
nicities and cultures, and the 
wonders of mother nature. 

She said even though the public 
can use electronic devices such as 
smartphones, televisions or com-
puters for reading, books are still 
the preferred choice for many. 

Sackona believed that even 
though covid-19 is a cause for 
health concerns, it is not going to 

thwart the interest of the public in 
reading books. 

“In contrast, it is an opportunity 
for us all to build a closer ‘relation-
ship’ with books so that we spend 
our leisure time wisely,” she said.

ministry of education, Youth 
and Sport spokesman ros Sovea-
cha also said on december 13 that 
the book Week promotes a cul-
ture of reading and raises aware-
ness of the need for better human 
resource training, life skills and 
behavioural skills. 

“The switch to an online method 
of organising the event in the con-
text of covid-19 is also a response 
to the increasing demand for 
digital education. Through these 
means, readers can continue to 
follow health safety measures,” he 
said. 

He added that the more people 
read books, the more they increase 
their knowledge and improve their 
job prospects. 

In a statement, the cambodia 
book Fair committee said other 
than distributing books, the on-
line book Week has activities such 
as posting video clips of poets, 
publishers, librarians, booksellers, 
book development partners and 
an introduction to basic reading 
on its website. 

In years past, The cambodia 
book Fair has taken place at the 
National Library. Whether in-
person or online, the objective 
of the event is to promote cam-
bodian and foreign language 
books, which in turn will help 
boost the publishing industry in 
the Kingdom.

ministries promote  
reading amid covid

call for heritage preservation  
Mom Kunthear

m
ArKING the 28th anniversa-
ry of Angkor Wat’s inclusion 
on the UNeScO World Her-
itage List, King Norodom 

Sihamoni and Prime minister Hun Sen 
have issued statements in recognition of 
the event that reaffirm cambodia’s com-
mitment to its continued preservation. 

Prior to the covid-19 pandemic, Ang-
kor Wat had become one of the top tour-
ist destinations in the world when mea-
sured both by critical acclaim from travel 
experts and in terms of the large number 
of visitors to the ancient temple complex. 

Officially listed by UNeScO as Angkor 
Archaeological Park – commonly referred 
to as Angkor Wat – on december 14, 1992, 
the site includes the Temple of Angkor 
Wat and bayon Temple along with scores 
of other temples, monuments and struc-
tures within a total area of 400sq km. 

In a december 14 letter marking the 
28th anniversary, the King said: “The 
people across the Kingdom would 
like to express the highest gratitude 
to the late King Father Norodom Siha-
nouk for crucially paving the way by 
protecting and promoting the great 
name of Angkor Wat. 

“The late King Father preserved and 
developed the Angkor resort as a pre-
cious inheritance for all future genera-
tions of cambodians,” the letter said. 

In a Facebook post, Prime minis-
ter Hun Sen reminded all cambodian 
people to take part in preserving cam-
bodia’s heritage. 

He also expressed a deep gratitude 
to the cambodian ancestors who had 
made sacrifices in the past to benefit 
the cause of the glorious Khmer civili-
sation and to the leaders of the country 
who had continually struggled to over-

come all obstacles in order to protect 
the valuable cultural heritage of the 
nation, which had been recognised 
and celebrated across the globe.

“The cambodian government is 
strongly committed to conserving this 
wonderful heritage. In recent times, 
Angkor Wat had become the number 
one tourist destination in the world. It 
has attracted millions of international 
tourists here to learn about the cultur-
al wealth of cambodia,” he said.

The Angkor Archaeological Park was 
registered on UNeScO’s World Heritage 
List in Santa Fe in the US state of Texas 
on the initiative of the late King Father 
after he had appealed to UNeScO for as-
sistance in preserving and protecting it.

In response to the appeal, an inter-
national conference was held from Oc-
tober 12-13, 1993, in Tokyo, Japan, or-
ganised by the Japanese government. 

With the support of France and 
UNeScO, they began to lay out strat-

egies and plans that would ensure the 
conservation of the site while also pro-
moting it as a tourist attraction. 

To achieve these goals, the Interna-
tional coordinating committee (Icc-
Angkor) was set up in 1993. It consisted 
of 30 countries which provided aid and 
assistance to cambodia’s Apsara Na-
tional Authority (ANA), the government 
agency responsible for the management 
of the Angkor Archaeological Park. 

This partnership was ultimately suc-
cessful in their efforts at conservation, 
with Angkor Wat having been removed 
from the list of World Heritage Sites in 
danger in 2004.

The ANA also released a video clip 
on its Facebook page to mark the 28th 
anniversary. The clip echoed Hun Sen’s 
sentiments, reminding all cambodians 
to love their heritage and to take part in 
preserving it while expressing a deep 
gratitude to the Khmer ancestors for 
the glories of the Angkor civilisation.

Tourists visit the Angkor Wat Temple. HENG CHIVOAN
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cONFIdeNce among major Japanese 
manufacturers has recovered further 
after plunging on pandemic woes to its 
worst level since the global financial crisis, 
a key survey showed on december 14.

The bank of Japan’s (bOJ’s) decem-
ber Tankan business survey – a quar-
terly poll of about 10,000 companies 
– showed a reading of minus 10 among 
big manufacturers, after recording 
minus 27 in the previous survey and 
minus 34 in the June survey.

The latest figure compared with a mar-
ket consensus estimate of minus 15.

The June figure was the lowest since 
June 2009 when worldwide financial 
shocks hammered the planet’s third-
largest economy.

The short-term business sentiment 
survey reports the difference between 
the percentage of firms that are 
upbeat and those that see conditions 
as unfavourable.

A negative reading means more com-
panies are pessimistic than optimistic. 
It is considered to be the broadest indi-
cator of how Japan Inc is faring.

The latest reading comes after the 
government last week approved more 
than $700 billion in fresh stimulus to 
fund projects from anti-coronavirus 
measures to green tech, the country’s 
third such package this financial year.

Tom Learmouth, an economist at 
capital economics, said in a commen-
tary: “The sharp rebound in the Q4 
[fourth-quarter] Tankan supports our 
view that Japan’s economy will rebound 
relatively swiftly from the dislocation 
caused by the pandemic.”

Japan officially exited recession last 
month after three quarters of contrac-
tion, but the world’s third-largest 
economy now faces a spike in covid-
19 infections, with record numbers of 
new cases reported in recent weeks.

The latest survey also comes ahead 
of the bOJ’s two-day monetary policy 
meeting from december 17, which is 
widely expected to keep the current 
monetary easing tools but also likely 
to extend its special measures in 
response to covid-19.

UbS economists masamichi Adachi 
and Go Kurihara said in a report: “We 
think the bOJ will explain that the econ-
omy continues to need policy support, 
especially with higher uncertainty due to 
the arrival of a third wave of infections.”

confidence among big non-manu-
facturers improved to minus 5 – against 
a market consensus of minus 6 – after 
logging minus 12 in September.

The latest figures show a steady 
recovery from the low of minus 17 in 
June, but are still well below the 
march figure of plus 8.

Japan was struggling with the effects 
of natural disasters and a hike in con-
sumption tax even before the pan-
demic crippled the global economy.

Once it hit, there were no manda-
tory lockdowns in the country, with 
the government instead asking peo-
ple to stay at home – a request that 
was largely heeded.

but that, coupled with a shuttering 
of the country’s borders, battered 
tourism and consumer spending, 
with the hospitality industry hit par-
ticularly hard. AFP

Ardb to disburse $50m loan by dec 31
Thou Vireak

T
He state-owned Agricultural 
and rural development 
bank (Ardb) expects to fully 
disburse a $50 million emer-

gency fund for small and medium-
sized enterprises (Smes) by year’s 
end, its director-general Kao Thach 
told The Post on december 14.

He said the bank has received 
nearly 600 loan applications since 
the government launched the fund 
on march 16. more than $40 million 
in loans have been approved.

“most animal and aquaculture 
farmers were able to get the loans 
because the import of live hogs is 
limited, leading to higher domestic 
pig prices, which has turned farmers’ 
attention to these loans as capital to 
start their businesses,” he said.

He also chalked up the surge in 
applications to active participation 
in the implementation of govern-
ment policies to promote employ-
ment during covid-19.

“I hope that by the end of this year 
we will be able to disburse the entire 
loan in line with our goals. There’s 
still a steady stream of new loan ap-
plications these days, mostly from 
small farmers,” Thach said.

Federation of Associations for 
Small and medium enterprises of 
cambodia (Fasmec) president Te 
Taingpor said the issuance of govern-
ment loans through the Ardb has 
served as a lifeline for many of the 
Kingdom’s Smes during covid-19.

He said: “If the loans are truly is-
sued to help farmers, that’s great. 
but more important is the question 
of whether they actually reach the 
hands of the farmers or not. We want 
to see that the loans are provided in 
a transparent manner.”

According to the Ardb, the fund 

aims to increase production chains 
and maintain competitiveness in 
the Sme sector amid covid-19 and 
the partial withdrawal of the eU’s 
everything but Arms (ebA) scheme.

On August 12, the european com-
mission (ec) officially withdrew 20 
per cent of the ebA scheme from 
cambodia. The suspension affects 
one-fifth or €1 billion ($1.22 billion) 
of the Kingdom’s annual exports to 
the 27-nation bloc.

The Ardb currently offers loans 
ranging between $10,000 and 

$300,000.
The government in may decided to 

cut the annual interest rates from six 
to five per cent for working capital 
and from 6.5 to 5.5 per cent for capital 
investment, without service charges.

It also adjusted the maximum 
loan term from five to seven years 
for capital investment while retain-
ing a short-term maximum of two 
years for working capital.

ministry of economy and Finance 
undersecretary of state ros Seilava 
told a news conference that the eco-

nomic crisis instigated by covid-19 
had been the primary trigger for the 
emergency Sme lending endeavours.

He said the government has allo-
cated $500 million in loans for Smes 
in “a second phase”. Of that, $300 
million will be provided for financ-
ing support and $200 million will be 
for credit guarantee projects.

“I hope that this magnitude of 
funding will help sustain our econ-
omy during the health crisis and be 
ready for recovery when it is over,” 
Seilava said.

Prolonged VAT exemptions to benefit farmers
Thou Vireak 

AS reVeNUeS have soared, the Gen-
eral department of customs and 
excise of cambodia (Gdce) has opt-
ed not to impose new value-added 

taxes (VAT) on select agricultural 
equipment in policies set to take 
effect on January 1, next year.

According to the Gdce’s announce-
ment, signed by director-general Kun 
Nhem on October 13, the govern-

ment will not levy VAT on motorised 
water pumps with a flow capacity up 
to 8,000 cubic metres per hour.

Larger types of industrial pumps 
are still subject to obligations and 
taxes according to the provisions in 
force, with exceptions granted by the 
Gdce for certain projects aimed at 
agricultural sector usage.

The Gdce defines VAT as a tax on 
goods or services supplied locally 
and levied on end users at a rate of 
10 per cent in cambodia.

Hun Lak, director of milled-rice 
exporter mekong Oryza Trading co 
Ltd, said placement of VAT under bur-
den of the state on imported water 
pump machinery contributes to 
reducing farmers’ production costs.

but he pointed out that it does not 
quite make them as competitive as 
their counterparts in neighbouring 
countries.

“If the government optimises VAT 
exemptions, it will help lower produc-
tion costs and make it easier to com-
pete in milled-rice export markets.

“We know that our neighbours, 
Thailand and Vietnam, boast lower 
costs of rice production and process-
ing than in cambodia,” Lak said. 

For Lun Yeng, secretary-general of 
the cambodia rice Federation (crF), 
this type of tax exemption will ben-
efit farmers because most use water 
pumps to irrigate rice fields. 

“If importers do not have to pay 
VAT, they can sell at a cheaper price, 
which enables farmers to afford the 
equipment they need,” he said.

At an annual meeting in February this 
year, Kun Nhem said the Gdce col-
lected more than $3.21 billion last year, 
an increase of 30 per cent over 2018.

He noted that revenue collected in 
major taxes categories saw remark-
ably high growth, with import duties 
up 30.7 per cent, special taxes up 
33.6 per cent and VAT collections 
rising 28.8 per cent.

by type of goods, vehicles and 
machinery continued to be primary 
sources of tax receipts, accounting 
for 52.7 per cent of total revenue.

“revenues collected last year were 
the highest in the last 20 years. This 
has occurred in a context where pref-
erential tariffs, both in terms of invest-
ment incentives and for priority sec-
tors, as well as the implementation of 
free trade agreements, are steadily 
increasing year by year,” he said.

Japan business 
confidence up 
again after virus 
plunge: Survey

Agricultural and Rural Development Bank (ARDB) director-general Kao Thach. HONG MENEA

The General Department of Customs and Excise of Cambodia (GDCE) has opted not to 
impose new value-added taxes (VAT) on select agricultural equipment in policies set 
to take effect on January 1. POST STAFF



UK bUsinesses clamoured for com-
promise on December 13 as Prime Min-
ister boris Johnson said failure remains 
the “most likely” outcome to marathon 
post-brexit trade talks with the eU.

“i’m afraid we’re still very far apart 
on some key things, but where there’s 
life there’s hope,” Johnson told report-
ers, after agreeing with eU commis-
sion chief Ursula von der Leyen to 
push on with negotiations.

The pair had said they would decide 
whether or not a deal was possible by 
the end of the weekend, but agreed 
in a phone call to “go the extra mile” 
before the UK leaves the eU’s single 
market on December 31.

“The UK certainly won’t be walking 
away from the talks. i still think there’s a 
deal to be done if our partners want to 
do it,” Johnson said at 10 Downing street 
after briefing his cabinet about the call.

but britain could not compromise on 
the “fundamental nature” of brexit, con-
trolling UK laws and fisheries, he said.

“The most likely thing now is of 
course we have to get ready for WTO 
terms,” Johnson added, referring to 
tariffs and quotas on the basic rules 
of trade set by the World Trade 
Organisation.

He said: “There is a clarity and a sim-
plicity in that approach that has its own 
advantages. it’s not where we wanted 
to get to . . . but the UK is prepared.

“either way, whatever happens, the 
UK will do very, very well.”

UK businesses welcomed the agree-
ment to keep talking, but disagreed 
strongly with Johnson’s cheerful fore-
casts for britain’s future if it severs all 

ties with its biggest overall trading 
partner from the new Year.

society of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders CeO Mike Hawes tweet-
ed: “We now need negotiators to fin-
ish the job and agree the deal we all 
so desperately need.

“’no deal’ would be nothing less than 
catastrophic for the automotive sector, 
its workers and their families, and rep-
resent a stunning failure of statecraft. 
Quite simply, it has to be ruled out.”

nissan has warned that a no-deal 
brexit would make its sunderland car 
factory in northeast england, which 
employs more than 6,000 workers, 
unviable due to the restoration of 
tariffs on cross-Channel trade.

Last week, Japanese automaker 
Honda suspended production at its 
british plant for a day after suffering 
a shortfall in parts, owing to block-
ages at ports caused by the coronavi-
rus pandemic and brexit stockpiling.

even with a trade deal, britain will 
still be out of the eU’s common mar-
ket and businesses will face new cus-
toms regulations and paperwork.

They warn the government has 
failed to get vital information tech-
nology (iT) systems ready in time, 
leading to fears of transport gridlock 
on roads and at ports.

Confederation of british industry 
director-general Tony Danker said 
the news of talks continuing “gives 
hope”, but demanded the govern-
ment fix the iT rollout and offer more 
support to businesses.

He said in a statement: “A deal is both 
essential and possible. it is the only 

way to build upon the extensive sup-
port for the economy given by all gov-
ernments during the pandemic. With-
out it, that progress is undermined.”

The british Chambers of Com-
merce (bCC) appealed to London 
and brussels not to give up.

bCC director-general Adam Mar-
shall tweeted: “even at this unbeliev-
ably late hour, the message from busi-
ness to UK and eU leaders is still the 
same. Keep going. Get a deal done.”

but Johnson is under pressure from 
pro-brexit hardliners in his Conserv-

ative party not to back down.
Tory member of Parliament John 

Redwood said: “A long complex legal 
agreement that locks the UK back 
into many features of the eU that 
hinder us is not the Christmas present 
the UK needs.” AFP

Hin Pisei

T
He pig production 
sector is thriving and 
on the up following 
an outbreak of African 

swine fever (AsF) that resulted 
in huge losses of hog popula-
tions and put the future of small-
holder farmers in jeopardy.

but industry insiders are 
nervous about whether the 
current trends of increased 
domestic production and de-
creased imports will carry over 
into the post-Covid-19 era.

The Covid-19 crisis prompt-
ed the government to develop 
new policies that would rein-
force agriculture practices and 
animal husbandry to ensure 
adequate food supplies for the 
Kingdom.

early in July, the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fish-
eries issued a circular stating 
that Cambodia must strive to 
promote animal husbandry 
and guarantee that meat and 
animal-product supply meets 
domestic demand.

it called for organising cam-
paigns that aim to inspire tra-
ditional or family-based animal 
farmers to ramp up production, 
with special attention to short-
cycle animals – such as pigs and 
poultry – to better equip the 
Kingdom to facilitate a timely 
response to food security issues.

Cambodia Livestock Raisers 
Association (CLRA) president 
srun Pov told The Post on De-
cember 14 that the pace of 
corporate and family-run pig 
farming operations had radi-
cally accelerated after a pre-
cipitous plunge at the onset 
of AsF last year.

This, she said is thanks to the 

government’s all-out drive via 
the ministry to shore up local 
production and cultivation.

With the current increase 
in pig breeding, Cambodia 
hopes to further reduce its 
reliance on imports to satisfy 
local consumption needs, she 
said, pointing out that hogs 
shipped in from Thailand ac-
count for 20-30 per cent of to-
tal domestic demand.

The daily demand for pork 
in the Kingdom requires the 
equivalent of 7,000-8,000 pigs, 
of which about 6,000 are do-

mestic, she said, noting that 
this is lower than pre-Covid-
19 levels due to a drop in 
tourists, as well as weddings 
and major celebrations.

“For the time being, pig 
imports from neighbouring 
countries aren’t as high as they 
were before owing to declining 
market demand and increased 
domestic breeding,” Pov said.

And she said she was opti-
mistic that the trend would 
hold for the foreseeable fu-
ture. “As i see it, pig imports 
will not see much of a surge 

even after demand picks up”, 
as the world enters the post-
Covid-19 era, she said.

The price of live hog now 
ranges from 10,100-12,500 riel 
($2.48-3.07) per kg, up from the 
8,000 riel price tag in the same 
period last year, Pov said.

According to Pov, about 
6,000 domestic pigs enter the 
market each day, mostly sup-
plied by three major breeding 
companies – M’s Pig ACMC 
(Cambodia) Co Ltd, CP Cam-
bodia Co Ltd and betagro 
(Cambodia) Co Ltd. The latter 

two are Thai-owned.
M’s Pig ACMC Cambodia 

general manager Ly Laville said 
authorities’ attentiveness to pig 
farming had been conducive 
to its growth and that breeders 
were delighted that local hogs 
had such a robust market and 
fetched reasonable prices.

but he expressed concern 
that some of that attention 
might be turned elsewhere 
post-Covid-19.

“During the Covid-19 epi-
demic, they [authorities] helped 
curb imports and promote do-

mestic breeding, but once the 
disease is under control, there 
may be a significant increase in 
imports because there’ll be no 
more closed-off countries,” he 
said, calling for more consider-
ation to the sector.

According to Laville, the 
three major local companies 
can supply more than 5,000 
hogs per day.

Chan sothea, manager of Hok 
Hieng company, which owns a 
farm with 700 pigs, admitted 
that the firm had not stepped 
up production, but he pointed 
out that pig farming had been 
gaining steam and that prices 
were broadly stable.

“Animal rearing will gain 
momentum going forward 
provided that not so many 
pigs are imported anymore 
and that we don’t have anoth-
er outbreak,” he said.

Minister Veng sakhon last 
week said commercial livestock 
output in the Kingdom this 
year to December 2 rose 17.61 
per cent over the same time 
last year, which he said was 
propped up by government 
initiatives aimed at fuelling 
domestic agricultural produc-
tion and increasing people’s 
incomes amid Covid-19.

With household and indus-
trial operations ramping up, he 
said 49,423,558 head of cattle, 
pigs and poultry were logged 
from January 1-December 2, 
up from the 42,022,137 head 
posted in the corresponding 
period last year.

sakhon revealed that there 
are currently 547 pig farms in 
the Kingdom with 1.33 mil-
lion head in stock, which he 
said was up 15.90 per cent 
over the year-ago period.

Business
7THE PHNOM PENH POST  DeCeMbeR  15, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Gov’t Covid policy a boon for hog farmers

UK firms appeal for brexit deal as PM warns of likely failure

The price of live hog now ranges from 10,100-12,500 riel ($2.48-3.07) per kg, up from the 8,000 riel price tag in the same period last year. HONG MENEA

The UK will leave the EU’s single market on December 31. AFP
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GLObAL demand for coffee will con-
tinue to increase for the next 30 years, 
but Vietnam should focus on improv-
ing the value of its coffee to raise its 
profile in the international market and 
become the number one power in cof-
fee, according to industry experts.

Vietnam coffee and cocoa Associa-
tion (VIcOFA) chairman Luong Van Tu 
told the trade promotion and interna-
tional investment conference held by 
his association last week: “besides cof-
fee beans, Vietnam’s coffee exporters 
have also promoted the export of roast-
ed and instant coffee in recent years.

“Vietnam has also promoted cof-
fee consumption in the domestic 
market. The rapid increase in the 
number of coffee chains has boost-
ed consumption to over 10 per cent 
of total coffee output.”

The industry has taken advantage of 
the free trade agreements [FTAs] the 
country has signed, including the eU-
Vietnam FTA and cPTPP [compre-
hensive and Progressive Agreement 

for Trans-Pacific Partnership], to boost 
exports to these large markets. 

Le Hoang diep Thao, VIcOFA deputy 
chairwoman, ceO of coffee brand King 
coffee and co-owner of Trung Nguyen 
coffee, said: “Vietnam is facing a rare 
opportunity to break through and be-
come the number one power in coffee.

“If we increase the value of the 
Vietnamese coffee industry, we will 
have a chance of achieving two im-
portant things – help 10 per cent of 
coffee exports turn into high-value 
coffee product exports and increase 
coffee consumption in the local 
market from 1.68kg per person [last 
year] to 3kg [in 2023].

“Only when there is enough internal 
strength and stability in the domestic 
market would Vietnamese coffee have 
the opportunity to be treated equally 
and respected and Vietnamese farmers 
and producers get the right prices.”

She spoke about her company’s 
model to increase the value of Viet-
namese coffee.

The conference organised both 
offline and online attracted over 62 
local and foreign businesses who 
spoke about solutions to increase 
coffee consumption in their domes-
tic markets, experiences in develop-
ing national brands and measures 
to promote coffee trade.

Xiong Xiangren, president of the 
Asian coffee Association (AcA) 
and ceO of dehong Hogood coffee 
co Ltd, said this year china’s coffee 
consumption was 350,000 tonnes, 
worth 250 billion yuan ($38.2 bil-
lion), an increase of 30 per cent 
from last year.

“Last year, china imported 110,000 
tonnes of coffee from 84 countries, 
with imports from Vietnam account-
ing for more than 30 per cent of [it].”

Vietnam’s exports to china includ-
ed coffee beans and roasted, instant 
and ready to drink coffee. AcA will 
work with VIcOFA to promote the 
export of Vietnamese coffee, he said. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

‘VN needs to improve coffee value, brand’

bangladesh-ASeAN FTA talks underway

Indonesia set to build 
$116m vehicle test site to 
capture ASeAN market 

b
ANGLAdeSH has 
formally initiated 
negotiations with 
ASeAN to sign a free 

trade agreement (FTA) to en-
joy greater market access in 
the bloc after graduating from 
the least developed country 
(Ldc) grouping.

commerce secretary moham-
mad Jafar Uddin told The daily 
Star: “I signed the negotiation 
letter today [on december 13] 
and sent it to the foreign minis-
try to open formal negotiations 
with the ASeAN headquarters, 
so that we can sign an FTA with 
this major trade bloc.”

bangladesh has launched 
the negotiations mainly for 
three reasons.

First is because the ASeAN 
is a big market where bangla-
desh can do well while the sec-
ond is to safeguard the duty 
privilege after graduation.

Third, if bangladesh can sign 
an FTA with ASeAN, it does 
not need to sign any bilateral 
agreement with any of the 10 
member countries of the bloc.

Uddin said: “Otherwise, we 
have to sign either a Preferen-
tial Trade Agreement (PTA) or 
FTA with the ASeAN member 
countries like Indonesia or 
malaysia so that we can exploit 
the business opportunities of 
this major trading bloc.”

currently, bangladesh is at 
the final stage of its negotia-
tions with Indonesia for a PTA 
for duty privileges on select 
goods traded between the 
two countries.

However, the negotiation is 
now facing a stalemate since 
Indonesia disagrees with 
some terms, particularly in 
regards to some major export 
items such as garments, un-
der the proposed PTA.

Uddin said: “Still, we are 
continuing negotiations with 
Indonesia to sign the deal as 
soon as possible.”

bangladesh has been a 
member of the ASeAN re-
gional Forum since 2006, 
which would be an advantage 
for the country during nego-
tiations, he added.

ASeAN has become a vital 
market for bangladesh due to 
its immense size. The south-

east Asian nations are also an 
important source of raw mate-
rials for the country’s garment 
sector and other industries.

The bloc has a huge con-
sumer base of 642 million 
people and a burgeoning 
middle-class with newfound 
spending capabilities.

by 2030, the ASeAN re-
gion will be the fourth-larg-
est economy in the world. 
Its gross domestic product 
(GdP) increased from $2.373 
trillion in 2007 to $4.034 tril-
lion in 2016, according to a 
study titled Bangladesh: A 
story of a Phoenix.

booming cities in the ASeAN 
member countries account for 

more than 65 per cent of the 
region’s collective GdP, while 
a further 90 million people 
will be added to the market by 
2030 when there will be 163 
million households of “con-
suming” class.

The region’s total expendi-
ture on clothing and footwear 
totalled $51.2 billion in 2017. 
Its digital economy generated 
$150 billion in revenue every 
year and will add an estimat-
ed $1 trillion to the regional 
GdP in the next 10 years.

ASeAN currently has 200 
million digital consumers and 
230 million online customers, 
but this is expected to expand 
by an average annual growth 

of 7.3 per cent to reach $721.7 
billion in 2022, the study said.

To secure trade privileges 
beyond 2024, the commerce 
ministry has been negotiat-
ing with 11 other countries 
and trade blocs like Australia, 
Japan, china and canada for 
PTAs, Uddin said.

The secretary also said that 
negotiations to sign a PTA 
with Nepal is at the final stage 
as Kathmandu has agreed to 
sign in January.

He said: “Nepal has agreed to 
sign the PTA with bangladesh 
… We will take the PTA draft 
paper to the cabinet committee 
for final approval as bangladesh 
has already agreed in principle 
to sign the PTA with Nepal.”

Uddin has already de-
manded zero-duty benefit 
on the export of 140 products 
to Nepal at a high-level vir-
tual meeting between the two 
countries held in October.

regarding the tariff under the 
South Asian Free Trade Agree-
ment (Safta), the secretary said 
trading under the Safta is not 
fully duty-free, but duty waivers 
are provided to a great extent.

However, trading under a 
PTA offers full duty waivers for 
a certain quantity of goods.

bangladesh signed a PTA 
with bhutan on december 6. 
Under the deal, bangladesh 
will enjoy duty-free benefits 
on the exports of 100 local 
products, including gar-
ments, processed agricultural 
goods and electronics.

meanwhile, bhutan will enjoy 

duty benefits on 34 products.
currently, bangladesh does 

not have any FTAs even though 
the government has long since 
been trying to sign such a deal.

As per the country’s previ-
ous economic development 
records, the UN committee 
for development Policy (UN 
cdP) is scheduled to com-
plete the final round of as-
sessment for bangladesh’s 
Ldc graduation next year.

If the UN cdP finds its as-
sessment of bangladesh to 
be positive, the country will 
graduate to a developing 
country in 2024.

Once the country graduates, 
all tariff benefits will be lifted.

Only the eU will allow its 
tariff benefits for bangladesh 
for a grace period of another 
three years. This means that 
bangladesh will have duty-free 
access to the eU until 2027.

As an Ldc, bangladesh cur-
rently enjoys zero-duty bene-
fits, preferential trade benefits 
and regional trade benefits 
on exports to 38 countries, 
including 28 in the eU.

The country also gets duty-
free access to the US for 97 per 
cent of its products. but unfor-
tunately, bangladesh’s main ex-
port items, including garments, 
are not included in the package.

As a result, bangladeshi 
exporters face 15.62 per cent 
duty on apparel exports to US 
markets, which is the single 
largest export destination for 
the country. THE DAILY STAR (BAN-

GLADESH)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

INdONeSIA’S transportation min-
istry aims to finish building a 1.64 
trillion rupiah (US$116.5 million), 
international standard motor vehicle 
“proving ground” within the next four 
years to help Indonesian automakers 
capture the Southeast Asian market. 

minister budi Karya Sumadi 
showed a project road map whereby 
the proving ground – a racetrack-like 
site to be built in bekasi, West Java – 
was slated to begin development in 
2022 and be finished by 2024.

The proving ground will test In-
donesia-made motorcycles, three-
wheelers, cars, buses and trucks in 
accordance with the international 
benchmark UN regulation (UNr) on 
vehicles, to make them more compli-
ant with other markets’ standards, 
particularly the ASeAN market.

“[Indonesia] produces a lot [of cars], 
we use a lot of cars but we don’t export 
as much,” said the minister during a Jak-
post Spotlight webinar titled “Improv-
ing vehicle safety in Indonesia through 
proving ground”, held on december 10.

Indonesian automakers exported 
180,903 completely built up (cbU) 
vehicles this year as of October, which 
represented a third of total vehicle pro-
duction as of that month, according to 
Association of Indonesian Automotive 
manufacturers (Gaikindo) data.

However, Gaikindo aims to push 
exports up to one million units 
and domestic sales to two million 
units by 2025 against the backdrop 
of a cooling Indonesian auto mar-
ket as big cities, including Jakarta, 

choke up with private vehicles.
For the government, raising vehicle 

exports is a means of strengthening 
Indonesia’s trade surplus, which hit 
$17.07 billion from January to Octo-
ber this year, according to Statistics 
Indonesia (bPS). The surplus sup-
ports the rupiah exchange rate and 
boosts the country’s economic recovery.

Indonesia’s main competitor for 
the Southeast Asian auto market is 
Thailand, but Vietnam, the region’s 
rising economic star, recently sig-
nalled plans to go global after Viet-
namese automaker VinFast acquired 
a proving ground in Australia, which 
Gaikindo expects will tighten re-
gional competition going forward.

The ministry’s land transporta-
tion director general, budi Setiyadi, 
explained that the planned proving 
ground would add 19 new testing fa-
cilities to the ministry’s existing vehi-
cle testing site (bPLJSKb) in bekasi.

The new facilities will test, among 
other aspects, vehicle emissions, noise 
levels, crash safety and mirror view in 
accordance with the UNr, a standard 
universally recognised by Southeast 
Asian countries through the ASeAN mu-
tual recognition Arrangements (mrA). 

budy said: “At the least there will 
be trust from other countries over 
products made in Indonesia.”

He added that “there are other [prov-
ing grounds] in ASeAN but ours will 
be the biggest” at 90ha. The second 
biggest in the region will be that in 
Thailand, according to ministry data. 
THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The UN Committee for Development Policy (UN CDP) is scheduled to complete the final round of assessment 
for Bangladesh’s least developed country (LDC) graduation next year. PIXABAY

Delegates at the conference to discuss trade promotion and international investment in the coffee sector last week. VIET NAM NEWS



Iran’s foreign ministry on 
December 13 summoned 
Germany and France’s envoys 
to protest EU condemnation 
of the execution of an opposi-
tion figure, describing it as an 
“unacceptable interference” 
in Tehran’s affairs, state media 
reported.

ruhollah Zam was hanged 
on December 12 after Iran’s 
supreme court upheld his 
death sentence passed in June 
over his role in protests dur-
ing the winter of 2017-2018, 
among other charges.

The EU in a statement on 
December 12 condemned the 
execution in the “strongest 
terms” and emphasised its 
“irrevocable opposition to the 

use of capital punishment”.
The Iranian foreign minis-

try’s Europe director in turn 
told German ambassador 
Hans-Udo Muzel that Tehran 
“condemned” the statement, 
which it deemed “an unac-
ceptable interference in Iran’s 
domestic affairs”, the official 
Islamic republic news agency 
(Irna) said.

Iran also protested the “in-
dulgence towards elements 
spreading violence and com-
mitting terrorist acts” against 
Iran shown by “some Europe-
an countries”, Irna added.

Germany currently holds the 
EU’s rotating presidency.

Irna reported later on De-
cember 13 that the foreign 

ministry also summoned 
France’s ambassador to Teh-
ran, Philippe Thiebaud, fol-
lowing the “interventionist 
statement by the French for-
eign ministry on the carrying 
out of Zam’s death sentence”.

Zam was granted politi-
cal asylum in France and re-
portedly lived in Paris before 
his arrest last year by Iran’s 
revolutionary Guards, who 
claimed he had been “directed 
by France’s intelligence ser-
vice”.

France’s foreign ministry had 
decried Zam’s hanging, calling 
it “an unacceptable and bar-
baric act” and a “serious attack 
on freedom of expression and 
freedom of the press”.

Zam was charged with “cor-
ruption on earth”, one of the 
most serious offences under 
Iranian law.

Irna also said he was con-
victed of espionage for France 
and an unnamed country in 
the region, cooperating with 
the “hostile government of 
america”, acting against “the 
country’s security”, insulting 
the “sanctity of Islam” and in-
stigating violence during pro-
tests in 2017.

at least 25 people were killed 
during the unrest in Decem-
ber 2017 and January 2018 
that was sparked by economic 
hardship.

as his trial started, state tele-
vision broadcast a “documen-

tary” about Zam’s “relations” 
with the Islamic republic’s 
foes.

The broadcaster also aired 
an “interview” with him in 
July, in which he is seen say-
ing he believed in reformism 
until he was detained in 2009 
during protests against the 
disputed re-election of ultra-
conservative president Mah-
moud ahmadinejad.

The EU’s External action ser-
vice had said on December 12 
that it was “imperative for the 
Iranian authorities to uphold 
the due process rights of ac-
cused individuals and to cease 
the practice of using televised 
confessions to establish and 
promote their guilt”. AFP

THoUsanDs of people 
turned out in Warsaw on De-
cember 13 for the latest pro-
test against a court decision 
restricting the right to abor-
tion in all but the most excep-
tional circumstances.

The participants, mainly 
women and young people, 
crossed the capital headed 
for the home of deputy prime 
minister Jaroslaw Kaczynski, 
who analysts consider was 
behind the Constitutional 
Court’s october 22 ruling.

Police tried several times to 
block the marchers’ route to 
prevent them reaching Kac-
zynski’s house, the target of 
several recent protests, before 
finally blocking off the street 

where he lives.
already overnight, a group 

of farmers who accuse the 
government of doing nothing 
to stop the falling prices for 
their products had dumped a 
dead pig there and scattered 
potatoes and eggs across the 
street.

December 13’s demonstra-
tions took place on the 39th 
anniversary of Poland’s then-
leader General Wojciech Jaru-
zelski declaring martial law 
to crush the solidarity trade 
union movement pressing for 
reforms.

activists have organised a 
series of protests since the oc-
tober court ruling that abor-
tions due to birth defects are 

unconstitutional – a decision 
that would impose a near-to-
tal ban on terminations.

That ruling has not yet been 
published officially, meaning 
it does not apply, but doctors 
have been cancelling sched-
uled abortions for fear of fall-
ing foul of the law.

once it is implemented, 
abortions will only be allowed 
in cases of rape, incest and if 
the mother’s life is at risk.

at the moment, Poland sees 
fewer than 2,000 legal abor-
tions every year, according to 
official statistics. But women’s 
groups estimate that an addi-
tional 200,000 women abort 
either illegally or abroad.

Protesters have ignored gov-

ernment orders against mass 
gatherings during the corona-
virus pandemic, which has so 

far killed 22,000 people in Po-
land, a country of 38 million 
people. AFP
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nIGErIan authorities on De-
cember 13 stepped up efforts 
to rescue students abducted 
by armed men who raided 
their hostels.

Un children’s agency UnI-
CEF condemned the assault 
on the school in Katsina, the 
home state of President Mu-
hammadu Buhari.

Gunmen on motorcycles 
stormed the Government 
science school at Kankara 
late on December 11 and 
engaged security forces in 
a fierce gun battle, forcing 
hundreds of students to flee 
and hide in surrounding 
bushes and forest.

state governor aminu Bello 
Masari, who visited the school 
on December 12, said soldiers 
were working to locate and 
free the hostages.

He said: “soldiers are cur-
rently in the bushes fighting 
the bandits. We will do all we 
can to ensure all the abducted 
children are reclaimed.”

national police spokesman 
Frank Mbas said “additional 
operational and investigative 
assets to support the ongo-
ing search and rescue opera-
tions in Kankara” had been 
deployed.

Masari said it was still not 
clear how many students were 
“in the hands of the bandits” 
and how many had managed 
to escape.

He told a federal govern-
ment delegation in his office 
on December 13: “The school 
has a population of 839 and 
so far, we are yet to account 
for 333 students.

“We are still counting be-
cause more are still coming 
out of the forest.

“Up till this moment, no 
one can give a precise figure 
of the children abducted,” 
he said, adding that students 
who escaped confirmed 
some of their peers were 
taken.

Masari directed the school 
to take a headcount of the 
students to determine those 
who went back home.

osama aminu Maale was 
one of the students who es-
caped the abductors and re-
turned to his parents.

The 18-year-old student 
said: “There were a total of 
520 of us that were taken by 
the gunmen from the school. 

“after they took us away we 
stopped inside the bus where 
they made the older students 
take a headcount. We counted 
520,” he said.

The hostages were split into 
groups before Maale and four 
others escaped.

He said: “one of the gun-
men hit me repeatedly when I 
failed to keep up with the rest 
of the group due to my failing 
health before he let me trail 
behind, giving me the chance 
to escape.” AFP

nigeria ups 
rescue for 
abducted 
students

Workers riot at India iPhone factory

Iran summons German, French envoys after EU slams execution

Thousands in fresh Poland protest over abortion ruling

a
UTHorITIEs vowed 
to crack down on 
workers who went 
on a violent rampage 

at a Taiwanese-run iPhone fac-
tory in southern India over al-
legations of unpaid wages and 
exploitation, with 100 people 
arrested so far.

The workers rioted on De-
cember 12 at Wistron Info-
comm Manufacturing’s facility 
on the outskirts of Bangalore, 
India’s IT hub, with videos of 
the violence showing glass 
panels smashed with rods and 
cars flipped on their side.

CCTV cameras, fans and lights 
were torn down while a car was 
set on fire, footage shared on 
social media showed.

Local media reported work-
ers saying they had not been 
paid for up to four months and 
were being forced to do extra 
shifts.

“The situation is under con-
trol now. We have formed spe-
cial teams to investigate the 
incident,” local police said on 
December 13, adding that no-
one was injured.

The deputy chief minister of 
Karnataka state, Cn ashwath-
narayan, called the violence 
“wanton” and said his govern-

ment would ensure that the 
situation is “resolved expedi-
tiously”.

He tweeted on December 12: 
“We will ensure that all workers’ 

rights are duly protected and all 
their dues are cleared.”

Wistron in Taiwan said: “The 
incident was caused by people 
of unknown identities from 

outside who intruded into and 
damaged its facility with un-
clear intentions”.

The company added in the 
statement in Chinese that it 

“pledged to follow local labour 
[laws] and other related regula-
tions” to resume operations as 
soon as possible.

a local trade union leader 
alleged that there was “brutal 
exploitation” of factory workers 
in sweatshop conditions at the 
iPhone manufacturing plant.

satyanand, who uses one 
name, told The Hindu newspa-
per: “The state government has 
allowed the company to flout 
the basic rights.”

The factory employs some 
15,000 workers, although a ma-
jority of them are contracted 
via staffing firms, according to 
local media.

Labour unrest is not uncom-
mon in India, with workers 
paid poorly and given few or no 
social security benefits.

a sizeable number of manu-
facturing plants are part of the 
informal sector, which employs 
90 per cent of the vast nation’s 
workforce.

Parliament in september 
passed updated labour laws 
that the national govern-
ment said would strengthen 
their rights, but labour activ-
ists say the new legislation 
makes it harder for workers 
to strike. AFP

People exit from the gate of Wistron, a Taiwanese-run iPhone factory at Narsapura, about 60km from Bangalore, 
India, on Sunday. AFP

Sunday’s demonstrations took place on the 39th anniversary of Poland’s 
then-leader General Wojciech Jaruzelski declaring martial law to crush 
the Solidarity trade union movement pressing for reforms. AFP
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between the capitals but a 
european official said that, for 
the moment, they would 
remain in brussels.

barnier was set to brief euro-
pean ambassadors on decem-
ber 14 morning about the cur-
rent state of negotiations, eU 
council spokesman Sebastian 
Fischer said.

Johnson insisted that an 
agreement was far from sure.

“I’m afraid we’re still very far 
apart on some key things, but 
where there’s life there’s hope,” he 
said at downing Street after brief-
ing his cabinet about the call.

“The UK certainly won’t be 
walking away from the talks. I 
still think there’s a deal to be 
done if our partners want to do 
it,” he added.

reports suggested the two 
sides were exploring a potential 
deal on how to respond if their 
regulations diverge over time 
and threaten fair competition.

but britain cannot compro-
mise on the “fundamental 
nature” of brexit, controlling 
UK laws and fisheries, the 
prime minister said.

Without a deal, cross-chan-
nel trade will revert to World 
Trade Organisation rules, with 
tariffs driving up prices and 
generating paperwork for 
importers, and the failed nego-
tiation could poison relations 
between London and the con-
tinent for years to come.

“either way, whatever hap-
pens, the UK will do very, very 
well,” Johnson insisted.

Ireland stands to lose out 
more than any other eU coun-
try if trade with its larger neigh-
bour is disrupted, and cautious-
ly welcomed the reprieve.

Foreign minister Simon cov-
eney tweeted: “Time to hold our 
nerve and allow the negotiators 
to inch progress forward, even 
at this late stage. Joint state-
ment on brexit negotiations is 
a good signal. A deal clearly very 

difficult, but possible.”
The hardline pro-brexit faction 

in Johnson’s own british con-
servatives was unconvinced, 
however, and members of Parlia-
ment fired their own tweets warn-
ing against any concessions.

much of the text of a possible 
trade deal is said to be ready, 
but britain and brussels are 
wrangling over a mechanism 
to allow for retaliation if UK 
and eU laws diverge in a way 
that puts continental firms at 
a competitive disadvantage.

“The defence of the single 
market is a red line for the 
european Union,” an eU source 
said. “What we have proposed 
to the United Kingdom respects 
british sovereignty.”

In London, the government 
insists that britain is ready to 
leave the union and handle its 
own affairs after 47 years of 
close economic integration.

downing Street says it has 
mapped out “every single 
foreseeable scenario” for 
problems after december 31, 
and “no one needs to worry 
about our food, medicine or 
vital supply chains”.

The government says it is 
ready to offer hefty new sup-
port for sectors in the firing 
line such as farming and autos, 
but british business groups are 
aghast at the lack of clarity on 
future trading rules.

Scotland’s nationalist gov-
ernment meanwhile demand-
ed an end to “the crippling 
uncertainty” of a possible no-
deal brexit coming on top of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

And the european Parlia-
ment is deeply unhappy as 
time runs out for a thorough 
review of any pact before the 
year-end deadline.

“Irresponsible and bitter,” sen-
ior German member of the euro-
pean Parliament bernd Lange 
tweeted about the drawn-out 
saga, warning that serious ratifi-
cation is becoming “increas-
ingly impossible”. AFP

THe US government confirmed 
on december 13 that its com-
puter networks had been hit by 
a cyberattack, as The Washing-
ton Post reported at least two 
departments had been targeted 
by russian state hackers.

A spokesperson for the cy-
bersecurity and Infrastruc-
ture Security Agency (cISA) 
said: “We have been working 
closely with our agency part-
ners regarding recently dis-
covered activity on govern-
ment networks.

“cISA is providing technical 
assistance to affected entities 
as they work to identify and 
mitigate any potential com-
promises.”

The Post said the hacks were 
linked to an attack last week 
on cybersecurity firm Fireeye, 
which said its own defences 

were breached by sophis-
ticated attackers who stole 
tools used to test customers’ 
computer systems.

Fireeye said it suspected the 
attack was state-sponsored.

US media reports also said 
the FbI was investigating a 
group working for the russian 
foreign intelligence service, 
SVr, and that breaches had 
been taking place for months.

The same group also report-
edly hacked US government 
agencies during the Obama 
administration.

National Security council 
spokesman John Ullyot said: 
“The United States govern-
ment is aware of these reports 

and we are taking all neces-
sary steps to identify and 
remedy any possible issues 
related to this situation.”

russia’s embassy in the US 
hit back later on december 13 
against what it said were the “un-
founded” media claims, denying 
any role in the alleged attacks.

The embassy said in a state-
ment on its official Facebook 
page: “malicious activities in 
the information space contra-
dicts the principles of the rus-
sian foreign policy, national 
interests and our understand-
ing of interstate relations.

“russia does not conduct 
offensive operations in the 
cyber domain.”AFP

THe Japanese government 
has decided to stipulate in 
law its goal of achieving vir-
tually zero greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2050, The Yomi-
uri Shimbun has learned.

Through the unusual move 
of incorporating a long-term 
goal into legislation, the gov-
ernment hopes to demon-
strate, both inside and out-
side Japan, its determination 
to promote net-zero carbon 
emissions by 2050.

The environment ministry 
plans to include “zero emis-
sions by 2050” in the law 
concerning the promotion of 
measures to fight global warm-
ing. The government’s policy 
will be discussed at an expert 
panel meeting scheduled to be 
held as early as december 21.

A bill to revise the law is 
planned to be submitted to next 
year’s ordinary diet session.

The government’s medium- 

and long-term targets for 
global warming have so far 
been included in implemen-
tation plans based on the law.

The current plan compiled 
in 2016 stipulates that green-
house gas emissions will be 
reduced by 26 per cent by fis-
cal 2030 compared to fiscal 
2013, and by 80 per cent by 
fiscal 2050.

The latest move will make 
the goal of eliminating 
greenhouse gas emissions by 
2050 more binding, as a diet 
decision is required to revise 
a law, whereas implementa-
tion plans are finalised at 
cabinet meetings.

even when a change of ad-
ministration takes place, the 
policy will likely remain due 
to the revision of the law, ac-
cording to sources close to 
the matter.

The government hopes to 
convey to the international 

community that Japan is an 
environmentally advanced 
country at the 26th confer-
ence of the Parties of the UN 
Framework convention on 
climate change (cOP26), to 
be held in britain in Novem-
ber next year.

The revised law will clearly 
state the 2050 deadline and 
stipulate that a decarbonised 
society will be realised, refer-
ring to net-zero emissions in 
which the emission of green-
house gases and the absorp-
tion of such gases through 
forests or other means are 
equalised.

The revision also will include 
goals of the Paris Agreement, 
an international treaty on cli-
mate change that aims to limit 
global warming to well below 2 
degrees celsius, preferably to 
1.5c, compared to pre-indus-
trial levels. THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN 

(JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

US gov’t says 
computer 
networks 
breached

Japan set to incorporate 2050 
carbon neutrality goal into law

Two sides wrangle over 
mechanism to respond 
to divergent market rules

The fire on the world’s largest sand island, off Australia’s east coast, destroyed large swathes of the isle’s forests before heavy downpours arrived 
over the weekend. AFP

Storms help Australia contain 
UNeScO heritage island fire
A

USTrALIAN fire-
fighters have man-
aged to control a 
bushfire that burned 

more than half of the UNeScO 
world heritage-listed Fraser 
Island, around two months 
after a suspected illegal camp-
fire sparked the blaze.

The fire on the world’s larg-
est sand island, off Australia’s 
east coast, destroyed large 
swathes of the isle’s forests 
before heavy downpours ar-
rived over the weekend.

Queensland Fire and emer-
gency Services tweeted on 
december 13: “With the help 
of welcome rainfall and a 
massive response from crews, 
the fire is now contained.”

Attention has now turned 
to the large weather system 

that brought the much-need-
ed rain – and with it, strong 
winds and the possibility of 
flooding to roughly 500km of 
the east coast.

Queensland emergency 
Services minister mark ryan 
told public broadcaster Abc: 
“many of the impacts from this 
weather event will be similar to 
a category one cyclone event.”

Strong winds and rain are 
hitting tourist hotspot the Gold 
coast, as well as byron bay, 
where the town’s famed beach 
is at risk of severe erosion.

The storms come just over a 
week after a heatwave swept 
through much of the region, 
sending temperatures soar-
ing to 35 degrees celsius in 
some areas.

Scientists say climate change 

is fuelling more extreme 
weather in Australia – includ-
ing droughts, bushfires and cy-
clones – which will only worsen 
as global temperatures rise.

The country is one of the 
world’s leading fossil fuel ex-
porters and the conservative 
government has dragged its 
heels on reducing carbon 
emissions, despite recent 
polling showing Australians 
are increasingly concerned 
about climate change.

The Fraser Island fire was 
the first major blaze of the 
Australian summer, coming 
as the country recovered from 
the devastating 2019-2020 
fires, which burned an area 
roughly the size of the UK and 
left 33 people dead.

Queensland Parks and 

Wildlife Service said the fire 
burned through more than 
50 per cent of the 166,000ha, 
raising fears of widespread 
environmental damage.

Known for its large popu-
lation of dingoes, or native 
wild dogs, Fraser Island was 
listed as a world heritage site 
for its rainforests, freshwater 
dune lakes and complex sys-
tem of sand dunes that are 
still evolving.

Also known as K’gari, 
meaning paradise in the local 
butchulla people’s language, 
it attracts hundreds of thou-
sands of tourists annually.

The island will reopen from 
december 15 after a two-
week closure, though visitors 
will largely be restricted to 
undamaged areas. AFP

FireEye says it suspects that the attack was state-sponsored. AFP
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Thailand’s centre for 
covid-19 situation adminis-
tration (ccsa) on december 
13 reported 17 new cases in 
state quarantine facilities and 
a border area checkpoint over 
a 24-hour period.

all the cases were Thais and 
foreigners inbound from oth-
er countries.

They included a Thai wom-
an, 69, and an indian woman, 
72, coming from the Us via 
Taiwan; a Thai woman, 54, 
and a swiss man, 57, from 
switzerland; a Pakistani man, 
45, and a british man, 71, 
from their home countries; 
a Thai man, 22, from Japan; 
a Thai businesswoman, 20, 
from bahrain (a re-active 
case after testing positive 
on november 21); four Thai 
women aged 19-30 working 
at an entertainment venue 
and returning from myanmar 
who tested positive at a local 
quarantine facility.

meanwhile, five women, 22-
35, who worked at an enter-
tainment venue met Person 
Under investigation (PUi) 
criteria for covid-19 when 
they were passing through a 
border checkpoint and were 
taken to a hospital where they 
later tested positive.

in recent days, eight pa-

tients have recovered and 
been discharged.

The total number of con-
firmed cases in Thailand in-
creased to 4,209 (1,216 in state 
quarantine), while 226 are in 
hospital and 3,923 have recov-
ered and been discharged. To 
date, 60 people in Thailand 
have died.

according to Worldometer, 
as of 2pm on december 14, 
the total number of confirmed 
cases had reached 72.65 mil-
lion globally, with 50.87 mil-
lion having recovered and 
20.16 million cases still active 
(106,182 of those are in severe 
condition). a total of 1.62 mil-
lion people have died.

Thailand ranks 151st for most 
cases in the world, while the 
Us ranks first with 16.74 mil-
lion cases, followed by india at 
9.88 million, brazil at 6.90 mil-
lion, russia at 2.65 million and 
France at 2.38 million. 

disease control depart-
ment director-general Opas 
Karnkawinpong urged all 
Thai people to continue 
wearing masks and inform 
officers about illegal entry 
of people and any suspected 
infections. many cases were 
caught quickly, which pre-
vented further spreading. THE 

NATION (THAILAND)/ANN

The lao government and the 
laos-china railway co ltd. 
have signed a memorandum 
of understanding (moU) on 
the development of areas sur-
rounding railway stations in 
the capital and Oudomxay, 
Vientiane and luang Prabang 
provinces, with the aim of fos-
tering industry and logistics.

The agreement was signed 
in Vientiane on december 
11 between deputy minister 
of Planning and investment 
Khamchan Vongsenboun, 
laos-china railway general 
manager Xiao Qianwen and 
representatives of the four ar-
eas concerned.

The signing was witnessed 
by deputy minister of Pub-
lic Works and Transport dr 
Viengsavath siphandone, 
deputy minister of agricul-
ture and Forestry Thongphat 
Vongmany, deputy minister 
of natural resources and en-
vironment bounmy Phout-
thavong and other guests.

speaking at the event, Xiao 
said the development of areas 
around these railway stations 
would tap the potential in 
these locations for the growth 
of industry, logistics, com-
merce, and local economies.

The targeted areas are the 
station in Vientiane, a station 
in Vangvieng district, Vien-
tiane province, a station in 
Xay district, Oudomxay prov-
ince and a station in luang 
Prabang province.

as of december 10, work 
on the tunnel railroad, tun-
nels, and bridges was about 
95 per cent complete, while 

railroad tracks and buildings 
were 41.3 per cent complete, 
Xiao said.

The 422.4km railway, which 
connects Vientiane to the 
chinese border, traverses the 
provinces of Vientiane, luang 
Prabang, Oudomxay and lu-
ang namtha, passing through 
75 tunnels with a combined 
length of 197.83km, accord-
ing to laos-china railway.

construction of the $5.986 
billion railway began in de-
cember 2016 and is scheduled 
to be complete and open for 
use in december next year.

The laos-china railway is a 
strategic part of china’s belt 
and road initiative and the 
government’s plan to trans-
form laos from being land-
locked to land-linked across 
the region.

When it is operational, the 
railway will cut the cost of 
transport through northwest-
ern laos by 30-40 per cent com-
pared to transport by road.

The railway runs from the 
boten border crossing with 
china in northern laos to 
Vientiane, with trains run-
ning at a maximum speed of 
160km/h.

The government is con-
fident that the railway will 
spur socio-economic devel-
opment and enable laos to 
make greater progress.

laos now has 41 confirmed 
cases of covid-19, with 8 cases 
under treatment at mittaphab 
hospital. The two latest cases 
were confirmed by positive test 
results for the virus on decem-
ber 7. VIENTIANE TIMES/ANN

Thailand covid-19 unit 
says 17 people positive 
for virus in quarantine

Gov’t, laos-china railway 
sign development moU

indonesia nabs firebrand islamist 
cleric over covid rule breaches

ho chi minh city proposes UnescO 
heritage recognition for cu chi Tunnels

a
Firebrand in-
donesian muslim 
cleric was arrested 
on december 13 for 

allegedly breaching coronavi-
rus restrictions after he held a 
series of sermons with tens of 
thousands of followers.

rizieq shihab’s arrest came 
just days after Jakarta police 
shot dead six followers of his 
hardline islamist group in a 
highway shootout.

shihab will be detained for 
20 days to prevent him from 
fleeing and destroying evi-
dence, police said.

national Police spokesman 
argo Yuwono said on decem-
ber 13: “another reason for 
the detention is for him not 
to repeat the offence.”

if found guilty, he could face 
up to six years behind bars for 
breaching coronavirus rules.

shihab was welcomed by 
tens of thousands of follow-
ers at Jakarta airport on his 
return from exile last month, 
in violation of a covid-19 ban 
on gatherings.

as dozens who attended that 
gathering subsequently tested 
positive for the coronavirus, 
police summoned shihab sev-
eral times for questioning.

indonesia has reported 
more than 600,000 coronavi-
rus infections and over 18,500 

deaths, with authorities im-
posing nationwide restric-
tions to curb the spread of the 
disease.

despite those restrictions, 
shihab held sermons, a cel-
ebration of the birthday of 
islam’s Prophet mohammed, 
and his daughter’s wedding – 
all of which were attended by 
thousands of people.

The charismatic leader of 

the islamic defender Front 
(FPi), shihab fled to saudi 
arabia shortly after police 
named him a suspect in a 
pornography case in 2017, 
and remained in exile for 
three years.

since his return, he’s called 
for a “moral revolution”.

his FPi is notorious for tar-
geting night clubs and other 
establishments it deems “im-

moral”, and has also attacked 
minority muslim sects it con-
siders “deviant”.

he was among the main 
figures behind mass rallies in 
2016 against the then-gover-
nor of Jakarta, basuki Tjahaja 
Purnama, over allegations 
that he insulted the Quran. 
basuki, who is christian, was 
sentenced to two years in 
prison for blasphemy. Afp 

hO chi minh city (hcmc) authorities 
have sent a proposal to the ministry of 
national defence to seek UnescO rec-
ognition for the cu chi Tunnels, the 
largest underground tunnel network in 
Vietnam.

located about 60km from downtown 
hcmc, the cu chi Tunnels were built by 
Vietnamese soldiers as shelter from Us 
troops during the war.

more than 120km out of the 250km of 
the tunnels’ length have been preserved 
for tourism purposes.

in 2016, the historic site was recogn-
ised as a special national relic.

Today, the historic tunnel has been 
preserved and has become a popular 
tourism destination, every day attract-

ing thousands of visitors, both locals and 
foreigners, who love exploring the coun-
try’s history and its many unique places. 

Visitors will be able to better under-
stand the experiences of the resilient 
and unyielding people who lived in the 
tunnels during wartime. 

cu chi – “the poor but heroic land” – 
faced 21 years of warfare against a well-
trained enemy with modern weapons.

The tunnels in the complex at cu chi 
served as communication and supply 
routes, hospitals, food and weaponry 
storage depots, and living quarters.

it was known as a “barren land” be-
tween 1969 and 1972 as no animal or 
plant could live there due to Us bombs 
and the use of chemical weapons such 

as agent Orange and dioxins.
a worship area was built after the war 

with 44,379 stone steles to remember 
the fallen at cu chi.

Vietnam is home to eight UnescO 
recognised world heritage sites – 
Phong nha-Ke bang national Park, my 
son sanctuary, hoi an ancient Town, 
The complex of hue monuments and 
citadel of the ho dynasty in the cen-
tral region; along with ha long bay, 
Trang an landscape complex and 
Thang long imperial citadel in the 
north.

if recognised, the cu chi Tunnels will 
be the southern region’s first UnescO 
World heritage site. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Indonesian Muslim cleric Rizieq Shihab (centre) is surrounded by his supporters on arrival at the police 
headquarters in Jakarta on Saturday after being summoned. Afp

Ho Chi Minh City authorities seek UNESCO recognition of the Cu Chi Tunnels. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY
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I
N NOVember, we marked one 
year to go until the cOP26 inter-
national climate summit, to be 
hosted in the UK. This will be a 

pivotal moment for the world to come 
together and agree on ambitious steps 
to prevent the catastrophic warming 
of our planet.

This is an issue of crucial signifi-
cance not just as we navigate the 
current global pandemic, but for the 
years and decades ahead.

While the world has been dealing 
with the coronavirus, the dangers of 
global warming have continued to be-
come more evident. Just this year, we 
have seen unprecedented heatwaves 
in Siberia, flash floods across east Af-
rica and vast areas of the Western US 
ravaged by wildfires. 

Here in cambodia, this year’s heavy 
monsoon rains have caused severe 
flooding – and sadly, as we look to-
wards the future more flooding and 
droughts across Southeast Asia are 
likely, placing global health security 
at risk and the global economy under 
increasing pressure. 

As countries continue to manage the 
impact, they also face an important 
choice. Whether to invest in building 
back greener economies or locking 
in polluting emissions for decades to 
come. A science-led, clean and resil-
ient recovery in Southeast Asia will 
generate economic growth, create 
employment in the industries of the 
future, foster international investment 
and ensure job security, and reduce 
emissions, allowing us to meet our col-
lective Paris Agreement targets.

In particular, the economies of to-
morrow will be built on sustainable, 
clean energy. clean energy plays a 
vital role in reducing global emissions 
and easing the most severe climate 
impacts, but also offers the opportu-
nity in boosting economies. Investing 
in renewable energy now can generate 
jobs, economic growth, energy secu-
rity and decrease the price of electric-
ity. Here in Southeast Asia, renewable 
energy could supply half of all power 
needs by 2030, and boost the econo-
my by over four per cent, growing jobs 
by almost 50 per cent. 

The high levels of solar irradiation in 
cambodia provides one of the oppor-
tunities to produce cheap and green 
energy. UNdP’s report, Cambodia: 
De-risking Renewable Energy Invest-
ment, found that investment in just 
700mW of solar energy could directly 
reduce around 8.7 million tonnes of 
carbon dioxide emissions by 2045. In-
vestment into renewable energy helps 
the country decrease emissions, fulfil 
the growing electricity demand and 
meet the government’s rectangular 

Strategy Phase IV’s calls for “continu-
ing to encourage and increase invest-
ment in clean energy and renewable 
energy, especially solar power while 
reducing the production of energy 
from unclean sources to ensure long-
term energy security”. 

As incoming president of cOP26, I 
am encouraged by what I have seen 
so far of governments and businesses 
rallying behind the goal of reaching 
net zero by 2050.  

Whether that’s President Xi Jin-
ping announcing china will reach 
carbon neutrality before 2060, states 

like michigan in the US setting out 
plans to be carbon neutral by 2050 
or more than 1,000 major companies 
stepping up and committing to net 
zero emissions by 2050. earlier this 
year, Singapore took a step forward 
in its efforts to tackle climate change 
by announcing its ambition to reach 
net zero emissions by the second 
half of the century through their 
Long-Term Low-emissions develop-
ment Strategy (LedS), the first of its 
kind in ASeAN. 

According to the climate Action 
Tracker, there are now 126 countries, 
together responsible for over half of 
global emissions, with similar carbon 

or climate neutrality announcements.
Non-government actors are con-

tributing too; for example, by signing 
up to the race to Zero, a global cam-
paign mobilising cities, regions, busi-
nesses and investors all committed to 
the same overarching goal: achieving 
net zero emissions by 2050 at the very 
latest. This is a great way for business-
es and other organisations to help ad-
dress climate change and, despite the 
challenges of the impact of covid-19, 
I’m nonetheless hoping to see cam-
bodian businesses join in the lead up 
to cOP26.  

Ambitious world leaders have made 
a really positive start, but there is more 
to be done. Tackling and adapting to 
climate change, as we are all coming 
to realise, cannot wait.

On december 12, the UK co-hosted 
a climate Ambition Summit with the 
UN and France, and in partnership 
with chile and Italy, to mark the fifth 
anniversary of the landmark Paris 
Agreement.

every country subject to the Paris 
Agreement was invited to the virtual 
event which focused on action to re-
duce emissions and build resilience to 
climate impacts, whether through ad-
aptation or through climate finance. 

Ahead of the climate Ambition 
Summit the UK announced its new 
Nationally determined contributions 
(Ndc), committing to reducing emis-
sions by the fastest rate of any major 
economy. The new plan aims for at 
least 68 per cent reduction in green-
house gas emissions by the end of 
the decade, compared to 1990 levels. 
These target are the first set by the UK 
following its departure from the eU, 
demonstrating the UK’s leadership 
in tackling climate change. Over the 
past decade, the UK has cut carbon 
emissions by more than any similar 
developed country and was the first 
major economy to legislate for net 
zero emissions by 2050.

I wish to congratulate cambodia 
on increasing their commitments 
to combating the impact of climate 
change through enhancing their 
Ndc which will be submitted this 
month to the UN Framework con-
vention on climate change (UN-
Fccc). cambodia’s achievements 
were recognised by the invitation 
for Samdech Akka moha Sena Padei 
Techo Hun Sen to speak at the cli-
mate Ambition Summit. In recog-
nition of these achievements, I am 
encouraging cambodia to continue 
developing a long-term climate 
strategy with a pathway to net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

So now, I am calling on all countries 
to bring their highest ambitions to 
the table, for what I hope will be a key 
moment for our planet.

The writer is COP26 president 

Opinion
Alok Sharma 

The time is now to step up climate action

In Cambodia, this year’s heavy monsoon rains have caused severe flooding. As we look towards the future more flooding and droughts 
across Southeast Asia are likely, placing global health security at risk and the global economy under increasing pressure. HONG MENEA

The high levels of solar 
irradiation in cambodia provides 

one of the opportunities to 
produce cheap and green energy
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IT IS not about the boxing 
scene where Mixed Martial 
Arts fighter Chan Rothana 
confronted a frightened 

lady in the ring as in a previ-
ously viral media campaign to 
tackle domestic violence.

This year, This Life Cambo-
dia (TLC) produced a short 
film entitled Not Her Fault to 
raise awareness of domestic 
violence as part of the UN’s 16 
Days of Activism to End Gen-
der-Based Violence campaign.

In its two-minute video, a 
young woman opens a ward-
robe, takes out a white ultra-
thin T-shirt and recalls a prov-
erb her mother told her as a 
child – “without the hook, the 
fruit does not fall”.

The proverb reminded her 
of what happened once when 
she rode her motorbike home 
from the gym. 

“Was it my fault? How? My 
clothes? Without the hook, the 
fruit does not fall,” she says in 
the short film.

“I could finally see that the 
things that had happened 
were not my fault,” she con-
tinues as she pulls off the tags 
on each item of clothing in her 
wardrobe. 

TLC senior communication 
officer Hemmunind Hou tells 
The Post: “We used the prov-
erb because many women 
told us they had heard it be-
ing used to blame women 
who were victims of harass-
ment, violence, and abuse.”

The proverb implies woman 
must have done something 
to cause men to act in an ag-
gressive manner. It wrongly 
implies that it is the woman’s 
fault, and the victim is then 
subjected to blame. 

“Since the proverb is used 
with negative connotations, 
we felt it was important to 
confront it and the underly-
ing implication that women 
are at fault should anything 
bad befall them,” she says.

Hou said that “women are 
often asked what they were 

wearing at the time they be-
came victims of assault, sug-
gesting that by wearing cer-
tain clothes they somehow 
attracted the attack on them-
selves, or in other words, they 
were ‘asking for it’”.

To change this perception, 
TLC felt they needed to con-
front the culture of victim-
blaming head-on and tackle 
the social stigma associated 
with gender-based violence 
and harassment.

“Cultural beliefs are not 
always negative, and indeed 
many aspects are positive. 
Our campaign and exhibition 
challenge cultural beliefs that 
are used to blame women for 
crimes committed against 
them,” said Hou. 

Not Her Fault has garnered 
over one million views on Fa-
cebook and was produced to 

provoke discussion about the 
issue on social media.

As part of the #NotHerFault 
campaign, women in Cam-
bodia were invited to submit 
stories through various on-
line platforms describing the 
times they experienced ha-
rassment, violence, or abuse.

In addition to its own Face-
book page, TLC partnered with 
the Institute of Foreign Lan-
guages at the Royal University 
of Phnom Penh and the Royal 
University of Law and Eco-
nomics Facebook Confessions 
Page which enabled them to 
gather stories confidentially. 

Along with their stories, 
women were asked to include 
a photograph or description 
of the clothes they were wear-
ing at the time.

Hou says that many wom-
en, including herself, have 

experienced some form of 
harassment or abuse.

“Instead of sharing our 
stories, we bottle them up 
for fear of being judged, and 
worse, we are made to believe 
that our experiences were not 
as serious as what others have 
gone through.

“I think it’s important for us 
to talk openly about this issue 
to show that we’re not alone 
and highlight how flawed so-
ciety is in the hope of chang-
ing it,” she says. 

TLC executive director Billy 
Gorter says it hopes that the 
interactive technology used 
in the exhibition will help it 
reach a wider audience.

“We believe it will allow us 
to further disseminate the 
message that what a woman 
wears when she is the victim 
of violence, harassment, or 

abuse is irrelevant,” he says. 
The Siem Reap-based TLC 

collected the stories and se-
lected 24 that represented 
various situations. The se-
lected stories were used to 
create an interactive, online 
exhibition that is set at differ-
ent times of the day inside a 
Cambodian house. 

TLS says visitors to the exhi-
bition website – https://thislife.
ngo/notherfault/ – can explore 
the house and find the women’s 
clothing in different locations. 

They can interact with the 
clothing and read or listen to 
the associated story in Khmer 
or English. 

Exhibition curator Kasia 
Sumislawska says this exhibi-
tion is the first of its kind in 
Cambodia. 

Julien Thomas, a travel-
photographer with years of 

experience in Southeast Asia 
and the photographer who 
captured the 360-degree an-
gle of the virtual exhibition 
says: “It’s great to have had 
the opportunity to contribute 
to such a worthy cause!”

TLC wants viewers to spend 
time looking around the 
house and discovering the 
stories it has to tell. It is im-
portant that they are able to 
do this at a pace that they are 
comfortable with. 

Hou says: “Some viewers 
might find all of the stories, 
others only a few, and some 
might leave without reading 
or listening to any of them.

“People will have different 
levels of comfort and inter-
est in the subject matter and 
it is wonderful that they can 
return as many times as they 
like,” she says.

TLC has a dedicated team 
that works each day to ad-
dress gender-based violence 
in Siem Reap communities.

Its programme, This Life 
Without Violence, works to 
reduce the incidences of 
violence against women and 
children in Cambodia and its 
destructive impact on the en-
tire community. 

Gorter says he has a lot of 
respect for this team. “They 
do not expect praise for the 
work they do day in and day 
out. They just get on with the 
work that must be done to 
protect women and children 
from violence.”

For the last 12 years, TLC 
has asked Cambodian com-
munities about the most se-
rious challenges they faced. 
Domestic violence has always 
been among the top three is-
sues that they are most con-
cerned about.

“This is no surprise. One in 
three Cambodian men admits 
to having used violence against 
a partner in the past, indicating 
the scale of the problem.

“Of those women who ex-
perience violence, just 24 per 
cent seek any help, perhaps 
because a shockingly low 
eight per cent of Cambodians 
are even aware that domestic 
violence is a crime,” says a 
TLC report.

This Life Without Violence 
programme coordinator  Hong 
Sarith says violence blights 
whole families and prevents 
communities from progress-
ing as far as they can.

“So we work with communi-
ty leaders and local authorities, 
including the police, so that 
they are ready to assist those 
families who are having to deal 
with the aftermath of violence.

“We also provide case man-
agement services and run 
support groups for them 
so they know they are not  
alone,” he says.
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In a virtual exhibition, clothing hanging in a wardrobe tells the story of a 
harassment victim. Supplied

In another section of the virtual exhibition, clothing hanging on a wall tells the story of a victim of harrassment. 
Viewers can interact with the clothes and read or listen to the associated story in Khmer or English. Supplied

A screenshot from the short film Not Her Fault serves to raise awareness of domestic violence as part of the UN’s 16 Days of Activism to End 
Gender-Based Violence campaign. Supplied

TLC addresses harassment 
through virtual exhibition
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Whip
  5 Recede to the sea
  8 Garments for Batman and Robin
 13 Corn Belt state
 14 Tennessee’s state flower
 16 Title fit for a king
 17 Ladder unit
 18 Apollo gp.
 19 Apple piercer of legend
 20 Means a lot
 23 TV’s Danson
 24 Discordant, musically
 25 A bit of china
 28 Fork in the road
 29 Absorbed, as a cost
 31 Mudbath locale
 32 “Vamoose!”
 35 Agendum, e.g.
 38 Curbside sight
 40 One way to reveal secrets
 43 From days of yore
 44 Change
 45 Comments further
 46 “Losing My Religion” rock band
 47 Postal motto conjunction

 49 It’s not free of charge
 51 Monetary unit of Burma
 53 Snoopy is one
 56 Male buddy
 59 Seeking divine help
 62 “Socrate” composer
 64 South American monkey
 65 Expected, as payment
 66 Kind of football
 67 Feed, as hogs
 68 Basilica area
 69 Capital of Western Australia
 70 Before, poetically
 71 Lecherous one, at times
DOWN
  1 Blue-ribbon position
  2 Gem viewer
  3 Possessed
  4 Madly in love
  5 A genius, relatively speaking
  6 Curtain call cry
  7 Buffalo, e.g.
  8 Chowder favorite
  9 Publicized
 10 Didn’t give in
 11 Inflatable item
 12 Work as a tailor

 15 Made an obeisant bow
 21 Mary ___ cosmetics
 22 Final, for short
 26 Runaway-bus movie
 27 Heavenly instruments?
 28 Answered the alarm
 30 Bad ___, Germany
 32 Baby bringer
 33 “Roots” writer
 34 Rembrandt, for one
 36 Heavy downpours
 37 67.5 degrees, in terms of direction
 39 Joie de vivre
 41 “ ... no room for them in the ___”
 42 Sewer, in London
 48 Kobe cummerbund
 50 “ ___ the ramparts ...”
 52 Make impure
 54 Fast on one’s feet
 55 Florida collegian
 56 Secluded road
 57 Superman portrayer Christopher
 58 “Law & ___”
 60 “___, right”
 61 Bang-up
 62 Syrup, before processing
 63 “... Women ___ From Venus”

“HUH?” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution

Healthy donkey milk 
proving hit in Albania
O

n A small farm 
south of Tirana, 
donkeys happily 
munch on hay 

while customers flock to scoop 
up bottles of their milk, a niche 
product winning fans who be-
lieve in its health benefits.

Touted as rich in vitamins 
and a boost for the immune 
system, the high-priced milk 
has been flying off the shelf 
during the coronavirus pan-
demic – a time when many 
in Albania are looking for an 
extra health kick. 

“The demand for donkey 
milk is rising sharply” along-
side virus infections, says 37-
year-old elton Kikia, the man-
ager of the small farm in the 
village of Paper, where around 
a dozen of the small, knobbly-
kneed animals romp around a 
green pasture. 

The high demand is good 
news for the donkeys them-
selves, whose comfortable life-
style on the farm is a welcome 
respite from their traditional 
roles as beasts of burden. 

Typically enlisted to carry 
heavy loads and pull carts 
through Albania’s mountain-
ous terrain, donkeys are fre-
quently subject to mistreat-
ment, in the form of beatings, 
overwork or saddle sores. 

“Yet it is a very delicate 
animal, which to produce its 
milk needs tenderness and 
love,” says Kikia. 

Two years ago he left his job 
as a journalist to take over the 

family farm, which is only one 
of two in the country to raise 
donkeys for their milk. 

At 50 euros a litre, the price 
of their milk is exorbitant in 
a country where the average 
wage barely reaches 400 eu-
ros a month.

but fears around covid-19 
have set off a flurry of interest. 

While no one is branding 
the milk as a cure for the virus, 
aficionados are convinced its 
nutritional profile – which is 
close to human milk – helps 
strengthen the body’s natural 
defences.

Klea Ymeri, a student in 
agro-environmental engi-
neering, recently travelled to 
Paper to buy two 250 millilitre 
bottles to help her parents re-
cover from covid-19.

“On top of the medicines 
they are taking, donkey’s milk 
could be a good natural rem-
edy for the respiratory sys-
tem”, she said.

The family also uses some of 
the milk to make soaps, masks 
and other beauty products.

regina beqiri, a relative and 
pharmacist who concocts the 
mixtures, says sales are up at 
at time when virus restrictions 
mean “people are spending 
more time at home and can 
take better care of their skin”.

Two-way therapy 
The farm currently has four 

pregnant donkeys and four 
milk-producing mothers, 
each with a calf.

With a maximum produc-
tion of three litres a day, “we 
can’t meet the demand”, said 
Kikia. He plans to expand his 
herd to 100 donkeys. 

but that is no easy task in 
Albania, where the donkey 
population is on the decline. 

Waves of emigration from 
villages to cities, plus with 
the use of machines in agri-
culture, has shrunk the num-
ber of donkeys and breeders 
across the balkan state. 

milk production is thus also a 
way of “protecting” the species, 
according to the farmers, whose 
animals still bear the scars of 
their difficult past lives. 

“They are cared for and re-
habilitated, including psycho-
logically,” says riza Kikia, 71, 
elton’s father.

Geni, for example, is a white 
female donkey who arrived 
with a wounded ear and a 
scar-streaked back.

“She was weak, sad, she 
didn’t want to stay with the 
others. now she plays, she 
eats well and she makes good 
milk”, said Kikia. 

The donkeys are also a draw 
for local children from the vil-
lage who come to take rides, 
feed and pet the animals.

“This bond between the don-
keys and the children is a ther-
apy in itself,” Kikia explained. 

“It is a psychological rem-
edy that has magical effects, 
both on the behaviour of the 
children and on that of the 
animals.” AFP

Xheje Karaj, 50, milks a donkey. Customers are flocking to buy their milk, a niche product winning over those 
who believe in its health benefitsw. AFP

Rexhina Beqiri, 26, makes soap with donkey milk at a dairy farm in the village of Paper on November 24. AFP
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N Zealand beat West Indies 
to top Test cricket rankings

N
eW Zealand shot 
to the top of the 
world Test rankings 
monday when they 

thrashed the West Indies by an 
innings and 12 runs to wrap 
up an emphatic series win.

It lifted the black caps to 
116 points, equal with Austra-
lia at the head of the rankings 
table, and also extended their 
unbeaten run at home to 15 
Tests.

New Zealand also stayed 
in the hunt for the inaugural 
World Test championship 
final as they overtook eng-
land to move into third in the 
standings behind Australia 
and India, who start a four-
Test series this week.

“It does sound pretty cool,” 
said Tom Latham, New Zealand’s 
stand-in captain while Kane Wil-
liamson is on paternity leave.

“I didn’t realise that until this 
morning,” he said of the rank-
ings boost.

“We have been playing 
some good cricket as of late in 
our conditions, and away for 
that matter, and it’s a pretty 
cool thing.”

After Williamson pulled out 
on the eve of the second Test, 
Latham said the team stepped 
up with Henry Nicholls over-
coming a form slump to score 
174 and lay the foundations of 
the victory.

Kyle Jamieson, in only his 
fourth Test, took five wickets 
in the first innings and two in 
the second to be man of the 
series.

Tim Southee took seven in 
the Test. New Zealand also 
won the first Test in Hamilton 
by an innings.

but it was a disappoint-
ing tour for the West Indies, 
with both Tests ending on the 
fourth morning. They have 
now lost four in a row since 
beating england in South-

ampton in July.
captain Jason Holder said 

they only had themselves to 
blame.

“I don’t think conditions 
were that tough in order to get 
runs. The wicket was a really 
good wicket.

“We’ve just not been con-
sistent over a period of time. 
We haven’t been able to string 
it together, more often than 
not,” he said.

After losing the first Test in 
New Zealand by an innings 
and 134 runs, and being rolled 
for 131 in the first innings of 
the second Test, they saved 
their best for their final bat 
on tour, scoring 317 all out in 
their second innings. 

The visitors resumed the 
day at 244 for six, needing a 
further 85 runs to make New 
Zealand bat again and with Ja-
son Holder on 60 and Joshua 
da Silva on 25. 

Holder added one to his 
overnight 60 before he was 
bowled by Tim Southee, who 
also had Alzarri Joseph caught 
behind after an entertaining 
24 all from boundaries. 

da Silva marked his maiden 
Test with a half-century but on 
57 he fell leg before wicket to 
Neil Wagner, who also bowled 
Shannon Gabriel without 
scoring to leave chemar Hold-
er not out 13. 

For New Zealand, Wagner 
took three for 54 and Trent boult 
finished with three for 96.

despite winning the toss 
and having the advantage of 
bowling first on green wick-
ets in both Tests, the West 
Indies bowlers struggled for 
consistency and their bats-
men lacked the variety of shot 
selection to handle New Zea-
land’s swing and seam attack.

The top five West Indies bats-
men totalled only 267 across 

their four Test innings, just 16 
more than New Zealand mae-
stro Williamson scored on his 
own in the first Test.

even with Williamson out 
for the second Test, New Zea-
land were still able to post 
460 as Nicholls shrugged off 
a batting slump to contribute 
his 174, aided by five dropped 
catches.

John campbell’s 68 in the 
second innings of the final 
Test was the best contribution 
by the West Indies’ top order. 

Their highest scores of the 
series came from Jermaine 
blackwood (104) and Alzarri 
Joseph (89) batting at six and 
eight in a lost-cause second 
innings of the first Test.

New Zealand start a two-
Test series against Pakistan on 
december 26 and will need 
another series sweep to stand 
a chance of reaching the Test 
championship final. AFP

Lyon defeat PSG, Neymar suffers bad ankle injury

messi scores only goal 
in barca win, Sociedad 
reclaims leading spot

PArIS Saint-Germain surrendered top 
spot in Ligue 1 after losing 1-0 at home 
to Lyon on Sunday but potentially suf-
fered a more devastating blow as an 
anguished Neymar was stretchered off 
with an ankle injury.

Tino Kadewere’s first-half goal 
secured Lyon a seventh win in eight 
matches as they moved level with 

Lille, who took over first place earlier 
in the day following a 2-1 home vic-
tory over bordeaux.

PSG dropped to third after losing 
for the fourth time in 14 games this 
season, but the far greater concern 
will be the health of Neymar after 
his ankle appeared to twist awk-
wardly under a challenge from Thi-

ago mendes in stoppage time.
The Lyon midfielder was sent off for 

the tackle following a VAr review while 
a distraught Neymar, in considerable 
pain, was taken off on a stretcher hav-
ing immediately signalled for medical 
assistance.

“He’s with the physio and the doc-
tors and we have to wait for the tests 
on monday,” PSG coach Thomas 
Tuchel told French broadcaster Tele-
foot.

Lyon’s first win away to PSG since 
October 2007, the last season they 
won the Ligue 1 crown, provided fresh 
hope of a genuine title race this term 
with the top five teams separated by 
just three points.

“We defended well, we destroyed 
their strength, and then played well 
enough in attack to score at least 
once,” said Lyon coach rudi Garcia.

PSG trail the leading duo by a point 
with marseille, who have two games 
in hand on their rivals, another point 
back in fourth alongside montpelli-
er.

“Losing the top spot doesn’t worry 
me. but we didn’t have the right 
approach, and I have a problem with 
that,” said Tuchel.

“We were never mentally ready to 
play this match. We were shot men-
tally. We never found our rhythm 
either. We didn’t play with enough 
concentration or discipline. 

“It was a big step backwards after 
the last match. I’m surprised. I was 
expecting a very high level.” 

With Kylian mbappe rested from the 
start, moise Kean partnered Neymar in 
attack following the brazilian’s hat-trick 
in the midweek 5-1 champions League 
win against Istanbul basaksehir, which 
was a game that was completed 24 
hours later than planned after an 
unprecedented anti-racism protest.

Kimpembe error punished
However, it was Lyon, without any 

european commitments this season, 
who took the lead on 35 minutes after 
a loose pass under pressure from PSG 
captain Presnel Kimpembe.

Karl Toko ekambi collected the ball 
in the PSG half and immediately 
picked out Kadewere who steadied 
himself before sliding low beyond 
Keylor Navas for the Zimbabwe inter-
national’s fifth goal of the campaign.

Alessandro Florenzi drew a sharp 
save from Anthony Lopes before half-

time while a thumping effort from 
Lucas Paqueta called Navas into 
action midway through the second 
half, just after the introduction of 
mbappe.

After Navas kept out an attempt 
from Lyon substitute bruno Guima-
raes, mbappe had a late chance to 
rescue a point for PSG but shot wide 
from the edge of the area in time add-
ed on before Neymar’s unwelcome 
injury.

Portugal defender Jose Fonte, who 
turns 37 later this month, scored the 
winner for Lille with a bullet header just 
before half-time against bordeaux.

Jonathan bamba’s exquisite curling 
strike gave Lille the lead on 16 minutes 
at the Stade Pierre-mauroy before 
Toma basic levelled from a Hatem ben 
Arfa corner.

Lille travel to bottom side dijon in 
midweek before the visit of defending 
champions PSG next Sunday in what 
could be a defining week for a club 
chasing a first league title since 2011.

“I don’t think we can fight with Par-
is for the title. We need to fight to pick 
up points and stay at the top,” said 
Lille coach christophe Galtier, keen 
to temper expectations. AFP

LIONeL messi saved barcelona 
from another embarrassing 
result by scoring the decisive 
goal in a 1-0 win over lowly 
Levante, while real Sociedad 
returned to the top of La Liga 
on Sunday.

messi struck with 14 minutes 
remaining of a lacklustre dis-
play from barca at the camp 
Nou which will do little to ease 
fan fears following their 3-0 
hammering at the hands of 
Juventus midweek.

ronald Koeman’s side are still 
way off the pace in the title 
race, nine points behind Socie-
dad who reclaimed first place 
despite only drawing 1-1 with 
eibar.

barcelona do however have 
two games in hand on the 
basque outfit.

Atletico are level on 26 points 
with Sociedad and also have 
two games in hand while real 
madrid are now just three 
points behind the leaders hav-
ing played one less after beat-
ing their local rivals 2-0 on 
Saturday.

Villarreal are four points off 
the lead in fourth after drawing 
1-1 at real betis, who are one 
point behind barca in ninth.

“The team is working well, 
they gave the maximum,” said 
Koeman.

“We still lack a little confi-
dence in ourselves, in our 
game, but we had a lot of 
chances, and I have nothing to 
say about the attitude of the 
players in this match.”

barca managed to force sev-
eral saves from Aitor Fernan-
dez, with the Levante goal-
keeper doing particularly well 
to push away a stinging shot 
from martin braithwaite in the 
16th minute and Antoine 
Griezmann’s header five min-
utes later.

However the best chance of 
the opening period fell to Jorge 
de Frutos in the 12th minute, 
the Spaniard somehow shoot-

ing straight at marc-Andre ter 
Stegen after the ball broke 
kindly for him right in front of 
goal.

Messi saves Barca’s day
barca continued to dominate 

possession in the second half 
but if anything looked less 
threatening, with Fernandez 
being called into action largely 
for shots that were hit straight 
at him.

However, with Levante look-
ing more comfortable than a 
side of their level should at the 
camp Nou, messi saved his 
team with a clinical finish off 
the post after collecting Frenk-
ie de Jong’s pass.

It was hardly the sort of dis-
play to honour Sergio busquets’ 
593rd appearance for the club, 
which takes him level at fourth 
of all time for matches played 
for barca alongside carles Puy-
ol.

However, the three points are 
a boost ahead of the visit of 
Sociedad on Wednesday, which 
is then followed up by another 
home clash with Valencia on 
Saturday.

earlier Ander barrenetxea 
gave real Sociedad the lead in 
San Sebastian with a thumping 
strike in the 20th minute, but 
Sergi enrich turned home with 
25 minutes remaining to send 
his team 10th on 15 points.

Sociedad would have had a 
bigger gap between them and 
Atletico had Igor Zubeldia’s 
80th-minute tap-in not been 
ruled out by VAr for an 
extremely tight offside.

Sunday’s draw was Sociedad’s 
sixth in as many games in all 
competitions, and came after 
another 1-1 draw at Napoli on 
Thursday which saw them 
squeeze into the last 32 of the 
europa League.

Granada won 1-0 at elche in 
Sunday’s other match, a win 
that keeps them one point 
ahead of barcelona. AFP

The New Zealand team celebrate after their series win during the fourth day of the second cricket Test match 
against the West Indies at the Basin Reserve in Wellington on December 14. AFP

PSG forward Neymar (centre) suffered a bad injury to his ankle in a French Ligue 1 
match on December 13, 2020 (unrelated to pic) and had to be stretchered off. AFP



Sport

16 THE PHNOM PENH POST  december  15, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Five talking points in F1 for 2020 and 2021
F

ive talking points in For-
mula One after the 2020 sea-
son ended at the Abu dhabi 
Grand Prix on Sunday:

2020
Effect of Covid-19

despite widespread lockdowns 
following the global impact of the 
covid-19 pandemic, Formula One 
managed to deliver a competi-
tive and dramatic season – 17 races 
packed into 23 weeks.

The original season was mostly 
cancelled and races re-arranged with 
the cancellation of many outside eu-
rope or the middle east, including 
the customary season-opening Aus-
tralian Grand Prix in march.

Teams, paddock staff and media 
had travelled to melbourne for that 
race before it was cancelled at short 
notice on the eve of opening practice, 
a decision and situation that reflect-
ed the health crisis that lay ahead.

A new calendar was put together 
by F1 with races held in blocks of 
two or three together and the entire 
paddock staying in tightly-controlled 
‘bubbles’ to avoid risks of spreading 
the virus.

Some circuits – like those at Spiel-
berg and Silverstone – held back-to-
back races while drivers, teams and 
other staff were subjected to covid-
19 tests before, during and after ev-
ery event.

by the final race, a total of 78 posi-
tive tests had been returned, including 
three drivers -- world champion Lewis 
Hamilton, Sergio Perez and Lance 
Stroll.

This signalled a ratio of around one 
positive per 1000 tests, a triumph for 
the sport’s rigorous protocols.

Seven just heaven for Hamilton
Lewis Hamilton found the need to 

“live like a monk” suited to his devel-
opment as a driver and an activist as 

he stayed in a luxury camper van for 
weeks at a time.

The defending champion revelled 
in the performance of the mercedes 
W11 car and a chance to concentrate 
on the issues that mattered and in-
terested him most including human 
rights and racism.

He bounced back after teammate 
valtteri bottas won the opening race 
in Austria and went on to win 11 of 
the 16 races he started, taking his ca-
reer total to a record 95, passing mi-
chael Schumacher’s mark.

He also won his seventh title 
with dominant, measured and er-
ror-free racing to draw level with 

Schumacher on seven titles. 
He won the series by more than 100 

points ahead of bottas – his greatest 
winning margin – as mercedes reeled 
off an unprecedented seventh con-
structors championship.

Grosjean’s miracle fireball escape
more than 30 years after the last 

significant accident that resulted in a 
fire – when Gerhard berger crashed in 
his Ferrari at imola in 1989 – there was 
shock at the sight of romain Grosjean’s 
fireball at the bahrain Grand Prix.

The opening lap accident came at 
Turn Three when the French driver 
pulled right to find a way of avoiding 

three cars abreast ahead of him and 
ran over the front wheel of daniil 
Kvyat’s Alpha Tauri.

His Haas car lifted up and skewed 
off at high speed, estimated at around 
245km/h, into the barriers.

A steel guardrail failed as the car 
split in half and burst into flames, the 
front half staying lodged in the punc-
tured railing and the back spinning 
to a halt nearby.

A brilliant rescue and recovery re-
action by marshals and the medical 
ar crew helped as Grosjean, lucky to 
remain conscious, extricated himself 
and climbed to safety.

He suffered burnt hands and 

other slight injuries.

2021
Will Max be title factor?

max verstappen proved on Sunday, 
with his flawless victory at the Abu 
dhabi Grand Prix, that he is ready to 
lead a red bull bid to end mercedes 
and Lewis Hamilton’s dominance.

but can the milton Keynes-based 
team give him a car to match or beat 
the mercedes and fulfil forecasts that 
he is a champion in waiting?

The impending departure of engine 
suppliers Honda is a setback the team 
may overcome, but mercedes’ fund-
ing, organisation and scale – pulled 
together and guided by team boss 
Toto Wolff – gives them a bullet-proof 
look after seven straight title wins.

As Hamilton goes on past his 36th 
birthday in January, however, verstap-
pen has shaken off his impetuous 
youth and ‘mad max’ moniker. it’s ‘ma-
ture max’ now, clinical race winner.

Can Vettel rediscover his mojo?
After six years, 14 wins and twice 

finishing as runner-up in the title race, 
the four-time champion German has 
left Ferrari for Aston martin, the re-
badged 2021 version of racing Point.

vettel, a father of three and one of 
the best-loved drivers in the pit lane, 
has won only once in two years – at 
the 2019 Singapore GP.

He won his titles with the milton 
Keynes-based red bull racing – a 
team based close to his new outfit’s 
Silverstone base. many feel the move 
to breathe more english air may help 
him rise again.

clever, understated and a lover of 
british humour, he will bring expe-
rience and leadership when he suc-
ceeds Sergio Perez, who was fast, de-
pendable and embedded.

vettel knows the team will be well-
funded by canadian billionaire own-
er Lawrence Stroll. AFP

Tottenham, Liverpool draw to remain tied on top
TOTTenHAm and Liverpool 
remain tied at the top of the 
Premier League after both were 
held to 1-1 draws at crystal Pal-
ace and Fulham respectively, 
while Pierre-emerick Aubamy-
eng’s own goal condemned 
Arsenal to another shocking 
home defeat, going down 1-0 
to burnley on Sunday.

Leicester took advantage of 
slip ups by the top two to close 

to within one point of the lead-
ers as James maddison scored 
twice in a 3-0 rout over bright-
on and Southampton are up to 
fourth as they also comfortably 
saw off Sheffield United 3-0.

Liverpool and Tottenham 
face each other at Anfield on 
Wednesday and, after chelsea, 
manchester city and manches-
ter United failed to win on Sat-
urday, they both missed the 

chance to open up a gap at the 
top in the title race.

The champions needed a 
mohamed Salah penalty 11 
minutes from time to avoid an 
embarrassing defeat at Fulham 
after a dreadful first-half per-
formance left Liverpool man-
ager Jurgen Klopp seething on 
the touchline.

“We needed half an hour to 
get our feet in the game, that’s 
why i shouted a bit at them,” 
said Klopp. 

“i think in the first half an 
hour we could have lost the 
game, in the last 60 minutes we 
should have won it. in the end 
we get a point and that’s it.”

bobby decordova-reid’s 
thunderous finish into the far 
corner to take the lead was no 
more than Scott Parker’s side 
deserved as the returning Alis-
son becker kept Liverpool in 
the game before the break.

Liverpool dominated the 
second-half to pin Fulham 
back but needed a penalty to 
salvage a point when Abou-
bakar Kamara was penalised 
for handling Georginio Wijnal-
dum’s free-kick.

Salah slammed the penalty 
low and just beyond the grasp 
of Alphonse Areola, but Ful-
ham comfortably saw out the 
final 10 minutes to the delight 
of 2,000 fans at craven cot-
tage.

Tottenham pegged back
Palace could also count on 

the return of fans to Selhurst 
Park for the first time in nine 
months to inspire a second-
half fightback against Totten-
ham.

Harry Kane opened the scor-
ing thanks to a goalkeeping 
howler from vicente Guaita as 
he misjudged the england cap-
tain’s long-range effort.

Spurs then sat on their lead 
and failed to hold out for a sixth 
consecutive Premier League 
clean sheet when Hugo Lloris 
failed to hold eberechi eze’s 
free-kick and Jeffrey Schlupp 
swept home the rebound.

“We lost two points,” said 
Spurs coach Jose mourinho. 
“From 45 to 75 minutes, we 
couldn’t play or build from 
the back, and we made lots of 
mistakes.”

Guaita then redeemed him-
self with a pair of outstanding 
saves to deny Kane and eric 
dier as Spurs suddenly found 
their attacking thrust again 
after the equaliser.

At the other end of the table, 
Arsenal are now just five points 
above the relegation zone after 
a self-inflicted defeat to 
burnley.

Granit Xhaka’s needless red 
card for grabbing Ashley West-
wood by the throat turned the 
game in burnley’s favour before 
Aubameyang flicked West-
wood’s corner into his own net 
17 minutes from time.

“Again, we throw the game 
away with a silly red card,” said 
Arteta, who described nicolas 
Pepe’s sending-off against 
Leeds last month as “unaccept-
able.”

“it’s the same word (unac-
ceptable), and in these condi-
tions, where we are not win-
ning football matches, even 
worse.”

The Gunners failed to score 
from open play for the seventh 
time in eight games as burnley 
held on for their first ever win 

over Arsenal in the Premier 
League to move out of the rel-
egation zone.

Leicester defeat Brighton in 
easy win 

Leicester edged out South-
ampton for the performance of 
the weekend as the Foxes blew 
brighton away inside 45 min-
utes at the King Power.

maddison was back to his 
best after a series of injury 
problems with two brilliant fin-
ishes either side of Jamie var-
dy’s 12th goal of the season.

Southampton are just two 
points off the top and face trou-
bled Arsenal next as goals from 
che Adams, Stuart Armstrong 
and nathan redmond wrapped 
up their fifth victory in the last 
seven games.

“i don’t see any reason why 
we shouldn’t continue what 
we’re doing at this moment,” 
said Southampton manager 
ralph Hassenhuttl.

bottom of the table United 
remain without a win this sea-
son, having lost 11 of their 12 
games to leave them staring 
relegation in the face. AFP

Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton drives during the Abu Dhabi Formula One Grand Prix at the Yas Marina Circuit in the  
Emirati city of Abu Dhabi on December 13, 2020. AFP

Crystal Palace’s Spanish goalkeeper Guaita (right) dives to block a goal 
attempt by Tottenham Hotspur’s Dutch midfielder Bergwijn. AFP
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