
DESPITE calls for ceasefires 
and compassion amid the 
Covid-19 pandemic, violence 
and persecution have contin-
ued to force people from their 
homes, with record numbers 
now displaced, the UN said on 
December 9.

By the end of last year, 79.5 
million people were living 
uprooted and displaced, includ-
ing nearly 30 million refugees 
– more than one per cent of the 
world’s population.

And the UN High Commis-
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
said preliminary f igures 
showed more people had 
been forced to flee this year, 
pushing the number past 80 
million.

UNHCR chief Filippo Gran-
di said in a statement: “We are 
now surpassing another bleak 
milestone that will continue 
to grow unless world leaders 
stop wars.”

UN secretary-general Anto-
nio Guterres called in March 
for a global ceasefire while 
the world fights the pandem-
ic, which has now killed more 
than 1.5 million people.

But while some factions 
heeded the call, UNHCR said 
preliminary figures through 
the first half of this year 
showed that violence in Syria, 
the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Mozambique, Soma-
lia and Yemen drove fresh 
displacement.

Ministry promotes sustainable 
practices for protected areas
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Mom Kunthear 

W
HILE the government 
prepares to purchase 
Covid-19 vaccines, it has 
appealed to the public to 

understand that vaccinations will not 
be a panacea solution and to remem-
ber to remain vigilant in efforts to pre-
vent spread of infection. 

Ministry of Health secretary of state 
and spokeswoman Or Vandine said on 

December 9: “I would like to call on all 
Cambodians to realise that even when 
we eventually have a vaccine, it will 
not be the only answer in preventing 
transmission of the Covid-19 virus.

“It will not be the case that we can let 
our guard down and disregard protective 
measures. That would be dangerous.”

“This is a very important point com-
monly repeated by the World Health 
Organisation [WHO] in appealing to all 
countries of the world – that when there 

is a vaccine available, all people must 
not forget about personal protection 
measures, especially the three most im-
portant points – wearing a mask, wash-
ing hands and maintaining personal 
space of more than 1.5m.”

She pointed out that there is not yet 
a vaccine officially sanctioned by the 
WHO, and as there will not immedi-
ately be one, while the public con-
tinues to be diligent in practices, it is 
important to be patient as research 

and safety evaluations proceeds.
The WHO has requested all prospec-

tive vaccine manufacturers to disclose 
official documents analysing the qual-
ity and efficiency of their products prior 
their use on the public, Vandine noted.

By press time, the government had 
received nearly $37 million in dona-
tions to purchase Covid-19 vaccines.

The ministry also announced that

Vaccine not a cure-all for 
Covid-19, official warns  
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school of fish
a young muslim woman hangs seasoned fish to dry at a mosque in chraing chamreh I commune in phnom penh’s northern russey Keo district. 
Known as ‘trei ngiet’ in Khmer, dried fish are a vital ingredient in the local cuisine and are often eaten with rice porrige. HONG MENEA

PM urges promoting e-commerce
May Kunmakara 

PRIME Minister Hun Sen on 
December 9 proposed that the 
leaders of the five inland 
ASEAN countries devote more 
resources to promoting digital 
commerce as a driving force 
for post-Covid-19 recovery.

The appeal was made dur-
ing the closing ceremony of 
the 9th ACMECS Summit, 
held under the theme “Part-

nership for Connectivity and 
Resilience” via video link.

The five countries – Cam-
bodia, Laos, Myanmar, Viet-
nam and Thailand (often 
called CLMVT) – are mem-
bers of the political, econom-
ic and cultural Ayeyawady-
C h a o P h r a y a-Me k on g 
Economic Cooperation Strat-
egy (ACMECS) organisation.

Hun Sen said: “Against the 
backdrop of a post-Covid-19 

horizon, we are expected to 
become increasingly more 
dependent on the digital 
economy.

“ACMECS countries should 
be more proactive in promot-
ing diversification strategies 
to promote trade investment 
complementarities, especially 
in relation to new market 
opportunities under the 
recently signed Regional Com-
prehensive Economic Part-

nership [RCEP] agreement.
“Obviously, the digital econ-

omy will unleash the unlimited 
market potential for micro, 
small and medium-sized 
enterprises [MSMEs] to expand 
their businesses through 
e-commerce and other online 
activities without having to 
travel or move anywhere.

“In this sense, there is no 

coNtINued – page 6



Mom Kunthear

THE Garment Manufactur-
ers Association in Cambodia 
(GMAC) said it has been dis-
seminating Covid-19 preven-
tion measures set by authori-
ties to factories, enterprises 
and workers.

GMAC stressed that it has 
no authority to force factories 
to implement the measures, 
but has urged them to follow 
all Covid-19 guidelines issued 
by the Ministry of Health and 
the Ministry of Labour and 
Vocational Training.  

GMAC deputy secretary-
general Kaing Monika told 
The Post on December 9 that 
workers have been wearing 
masks properly while work-
ing in factories. 

The association had also 
translated the Khmer guide-
lines into English and Chi-
nese so that factory employ-
ers could understand them. 

“Our [member] factories 
have also stocked sufficient 
supply of masks for workers 
and followed other guide-
lines, such as checking the 
temperatures of employees 
and workers before entering 
factories. 

“Besides, they have also 
monitored employees and 
workers to wash their hands 

with sanitiser,” he said.
Monika said auditors, au-

thority personnel at all levels, 
inspection officers, and visi-
tors have also been abiding by 
the guidelines while carrying 
out their work at factories. 

He said employees who do 
not follow the guidelines are 
not allowed to enter the fac-
tories. 

Cambodian Labour Confed-
eration president Ath Thorn 
told The Post that GMAC 
should continue to cooperate 

with inspection teams sent by 
the relevant ministries to en-
sure all GMAC member facto-
ries implement the guidelines 
correctly.

“[Employers] should buy 
more masks, sanitiser and 
virus protection materials to 
fulfil the requirements set by 
the health ministry,” he said.

Thorn urged factory owners 
to build more bathrooms and 
dining facilities to stick to so-
cial distancing measures. 

He also called on the labour 

ministry to issue a guideline 
for drivers who transport fac-
tory workers to reduce the 
maximum number of passen-
gers from 30 to 20. 

“Given this circumstance, the 
impoverished workers have [no 
choice but] to buy masks [for 
personal use]. I think that com-
panies should help workers 
cover half of the monthly cost 
they spend on buying masks. 

“Should there be a con-
firmed transmission case, not 
only workers are affected, but 
the companies will also feel 
the impact,” he said. 

On December 8, GMAC 
and its members provided 
240,000 masks to the Ministry 
of Education, Youth and Sport 
so that the supply can be dis-
tributed to students for use 
during the national Grade 12 
examination in January 2021. 

This is the second dona-
tion after it delivered 40,000 
masks to the ministry two 
months ago.  

Education ministry spokes-
man Ros Soveacha said on 
December 9 that the ministry 
is arranging for the masks to 
be distributed to units under 
its jurisdiction. 

He also welcomed the effort 
from all parties to control, 
prevent and stop the Covid-
19 transmissions.

Long Kimmarita

T
HE Malaysian gov-
ernment has decided 
to implement the 
Undocumented Mi-

grants Recalibration Plan to 
legalise illegal foreign work-
ers from 15 countries, includ-
ing Cambodia. These workers 
may continue to work in the 
construction, industry and ag-
riculture sectors in Malaysia.

According to a statement is-
sued by the Cambodian em-
bassy in Malaysia on December 
8, the legalisation plan, which 
will continue until June 30, next 
year, does not include the states 
of Sabah and Sarawak. 

To be legalised through the 
programme, the embassy said, 
employers and illegal workers 
must comply with terms and 
conditions and are not in the 
blacklist of the Immigration 
Department of Malaysia.

Also, all employers and il-
legal workers are required to 
pay a deposit of RM500 ($125) 
and RM1,500 ($375) for each 
worker’s application via the 
online system.

The Cambodian embassy 
said employers must bring 
their workers to the FOMEMA 
Centre for medical check-ups 
and pay taxes (levy), process-
ing fees (PLKS) and visas. 
Workers must have a pass-
port that is valid for at least 
18 months and must not be 
blacklisted by the Immigra-
tion Department of Malaysia.

The embassy also said the 
legalisation plan is only for 
workers who have been illegal-
ly working in Malaysia during a 

tourist visit (Social Visit Pass), 
workers with expired employ-
ment visa prior December 
31 or are reported of running 
away from their employer.

“Workers must have ob-
tained a Covid-19 negative 
test result that is valid for 
three days before the inter-
view. Employers can apply for 
workers’ legitimacy by email 
to rekalibrasi@imi.gov.my. 

“Employers and workers 
must directly contact the Im-
migration Department of Ma-
laysia and the Department of 
Labour of Peninsular Malay-
sia, without any involvement 
with third parties or recruit-
ment agencies,” it said.

Cambodian Ministry of La-

bour and Vocational Training 
spokesman Heng Sour told 
The Post on December 9 that 
there were currently 25,149 
Cambodians living and work-
ing in Malaysia. Of the num-
ber, around 10,000 are with 
expired employment permits 
or have switched employers 
without following standard 
Malaysian procedures.

“This legalisation [plan] 
is beneficial to our workers 
who have not yet properly 
complied with the laws of 
Malaysia. They have the op-
portunity to obtain official 
employment permits. Work-
ing legally is very beneficial 
for the workers, especially for 
the protection of their inter-

ests and rights,” he said.
Centre for Alliance of La-

bour and Human Rights (Cen-
tral) programme coordinator 
Khun Tharo said that under 
the conditions stipulated by 
the Malaysian government, 
most Cambodian workers 
could face difficulties.

He said most Cambodian il-
legal workers in Malaysia could 
not afford the deposit and pen-
alty fee as they are facing hard-
ship and unemployment dur-
ing the Covid-19 crisis.

“It would be good if the 
Cambodian government tries 
to negotiate bilaterally with 
the Malaysian government 
to reduce the cost of worker’s 
penalty,” he said.
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Undercover probe on 
to discover couterfeit 
sanitisers in Kingdom 
Voun Dara

TECHNICAL officials at the 
Ministry of Commerce have 
embarked on undercover 
investigations to ascertain if 
markets and pharmacies 
across the Kingdom were sell-
ing counterfeit sanitiser gels 
and liquids as the Kingdom is 
experiencing community 
transmission of Covid-19. 

General Department of Con-
sumer Protection, Competi-
tion and Fraud Prevention 
director-general Phan Oun 
told The Post on November 8 
that the investigations are 
being carried out quietly.

He said even as the govern-
ment was fighting Covid-19, his 
officials also adhered to social 
distancing measures while car-
rying out their duties.

The probe is being conduct-
ed with officials disguising 
themselves as customers to 
buy alcohol sanitisers, which 
were then tested for quality. If 
they turn out to be methanol 
or fake, the officials will imme-
diately act against the sellers. 

He said the probe is being car-
ried out quietly so as not to 
panic the public.  “Last week, 

our technical officials bought 19 
types of alcohol sanitisers and 
gels in Phnom Penh for testing.

“We haven’t found any 
counterfeit products as yet. 
But we are continuing our 
efforts to ensure they are not 
sold and ultimately affect 
public health,” Oun said.

Since local transmission of 
Covid-19 began with the 
“November 28 event” Oun said 
investigations have not uncov-
ered any underweight alcohol 
sanitisers in the market either.

“We are ready, and if we find 
any underweight product, we will 
certainly take action,” he said.

A report by the General 
Department said before the 
November 28 event, officials 
had checked pharmacies across 
the Kingdom and seized and 
destroyed 94 tonnes of under-
weight alcohol sanitisers. Some 
cases were forwarded to the 
courts.

It also warned all pharmacies 
not to sell underweight or poor 
quality products, and appealed 
to the public not to buy alcohol 
sanitisers which have no logos 
or clear indication of their ori-
gin as they could cause health 
problems.

Authorities inspect and confiscate fake hand sanitisers in Phnom Penh 
in April. commerce ministry

Garment workers in Chak Angre commune in Phnom Penh’s Meanchey 
district on Wednesday. HenG cHiVoAn

Cambodians await their flight to Cambodia at a Malaysia airport in July. cAmbodiAn embAssy in mAlAysiA

Malaysia to legalise migrant 
workers from 15 countries

Factories ‘follow all’ Covid guidelines 
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four additional people had 
tested positive for Covid-19 stem-
ming from the November 28 
community transmission.

Two are employees of the 
Pedro footwear store while the 
other two had been customers 
at Pedro and the Zando fash-
ion outlet.

Ith Komal, a 35 year-old male 
living in Boeung Keng Kang 
district’s Boeung Keng Kang 
III commune, visited Zando 
on November 27. Tov Koem-
hok, a 27 year-old male from 
Meanchey district’s Boeung 
Tompun commune, visited Pe-
dro’s Sihanouk Boulevard store, 
coming in contact with infected 
store employees Sorn Sanpan-
harith, a 20 year-old male from 
Kandal province’s Takhmao 
town, and Long Sokny, a 33 
year-old female from Takhmao 
town’s Prek Russey commune.

Separately, Kandal provin-
cial governor Kong Sophorn 
told The Post on December 9 
that he had decided to tem-
porarily close the Khyang 
market and Vihear Tranh pa-
goda in Kandal Stung district 
after learning of someone 
from the area having been in-
fected: Eam Thida, whose re-
sults were announced by the 
ministry on December 8.

“So far, we have found 44 
people connected to the ex-
posure, and we’ve already put 
them in quarantine. We are 
continuing to search for any 

more people who have been 
affected,” he said.

Sophorn added that family 
members and other house-
mates of infected individuals 
were at particularly high risk. 

Per the health ministry’s 
report on December 9, Cam-
bodia has 354 registered 
Covid-19 cases, including 307 
people having recovered and 
47 undergoing treatment.

Also on December 9, the Aus-
tralian Embassy in Cambodia 
and the Council for the Devel-
opment of Cambodia (CDC) 
jointly announced the launch 
of the Cambodia Covid-19 De-
velopment Response Plan. 

“In the spirit of partnership, 
the Australian Government, 
in collaboration with the 
Royal Government of Cam-
bodia, through a series of 
consultations, has developed 
this plan, which shall run un-
til June 2022. This plan will 
guide Australia’s support for 
Cambodia’s socio-economic 
recovery from the Covid-19 
crisis,” the press release said.

In order to implement the 
plan, Australia will provide 
$85 million in grant funding 
to Cambodia as part of an on-
going bilateral cooperation 
programme.

This financing will be in ad-
dition to $170 million that Aus-
tralian Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison has announced in 
support of economic inte-
gration and development of 
the Mekong countries and 

the $445 million of financing 
that Australia has committed 
to provide for distribution of 
Covid-19 vaccines in South-
east Asia and the Pacific.

CDC senior official Chhieng 
Yanara affirmed the royal 
government’s appreciation 
for the support offered to the 
Cambodian people, describ-
ing such partnerships as vital 
to Cambodia’s recovery from 
Covid-19 and its develop-
ment into a middle-income 
country with a crisis-resilient 
social environment.

On December 9, a group 
of nine unions, associations 
and civil society organisa-
tions submitted a petition to 
the government and private 
sector business groups to 
increase investment in the 
social protection system and 
take action to meet the prior-
ity needs of women, farmers 
and workers inside and out-

side the system.
These institutions have 

asked the government to pro-
vide a monthly subsidy of $40 
during the Covid-19 outbreak 
to workers in all sectors. They 
note that this would also fa-
cilitate more comprehensive 
registrations in the National 
Social Security Fund (NSSF) 
and Health Equity Fund.

Among the petition’s many 
aims, it seeks measures to 
prevent and eliminate sexual 
harassment and gender-
based discrimination in the 
workforce; stop violence 
committed by close partners; 
strengthen law enforcement; 
protect rights of farmers by 
addressing land rules and 
including farmers into social 
security legislation; and pro-
vide an additional $76 per 
month subsidy to garment 
and footwear workers sus-
pended from work. A plenary session at the National Assembly. Heng Samrin via facebook
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Gov’t urges viligance 
to contain pandemic

NA passes 36 
laws this year
Nov Sivutha

T
HE National Assembly 
(NA) has approved 36 
laws this year which 
serve the interests 

and needs of the Kingdom and 
its people. Last year it approved 
only 32 laws, said secretary-
general Leng Peng Long.

However, while welcoming 
the approvals, political ana-
lyst Em Sovannara said some 
of the laws had not been fully 
implemented.

Speaking on December 8, 
Peng Long said the 36 laws were 
proposed by the government for 
approval by the NA and that they 
met the needs of the Kingdom in 
light of the current situation.

He said some of the laws 
had been approved but had 
yet to be used, such as the 
State of Emergency Law. 

“For now, the NA has ap-
proved the laws. But if there is 
a request by the government, it 
will continue to review and ap-
prove others as well,” he said.

Peng Long said some laws, 
such as the Law on Electronic 
Commerce (E-commerce Law), 
had long been drafted but the 
NA approved it only this year.

Sovannara said the NA had 
approved many laws in re-
sponse to national needs, but 
that some of the approved laws 
had not been fully put to use.

“When we look at the Consti-
tution, certain principles and 
articles within it have not been 
fully implemented, such as Ar-
ticle 1 concerning convening 
the national congress which 
has not been held till now.

“Others concern legal 
mechanisms, international 
covenants, and human rights 
conditions in Cambodia 
which have not yet been fully 
implemented,” he said.

Sovannara said the NA had 
approved other laws at the re-
quest of the government. But 
some of those, he said, did not 
correspond to national needs 
but served the interests of 
politicians and individuals.

Cambodia has 354 registered Covid-19 cases, including 307 people having 
recovered and 47 undergoing treatment. kanDaL ProvinciaL HaLL
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Orm Bunthoeurn

THe Koh Kong provincial depart-
ment of environment has urged 
swiftlet house owners in the prov-
ince to follow environmental pro-
tection guidelines before legal mea-
sures are taken. 

Provincial environment depart-
ment director morm Phalla said 
owners who had recently built 
houses to raise swiftlets have com-
plied with the regulations, while 
most who had built such houses in 
an earlier period are yet to do so. 

“The impact of raising swiftlets is 
noise [pollution]. In contrast, their 
waste which is the excrement is well 
handled by the owners as it can be 
sold,” he said. 

Phalla said his department had yet 
to set a specific time for the owners 
to comply with the environmental 
protection regulations before legal 
actions are taken. 

He did not reveal detailed figures 
regarding the number of swiftlet 
house owners who have not com-
plied with the regulations. 

In its december 7 notice, the de-
partment said swiftlet house owners 
must stop playing the recording of 
swiftlet sounds from 7pm to 6am to 
avoid disturbing neighbours.

It said owners who had not made 
environment protection contracts 
must do so immediately. 

Provincial department of Land 
management, Urban Planning and 
construction director Vy ravuth said 
swiftlet-raising houses in the prov-
ince are legal, except in natural pro-
tected areas and areas that the state 

has yet to allocate land to people. 
“In these areas, we dare not issue a 

permit yet,” he said.
Provincial deputy governor Sok Sothy 

told The Post on december 9 that the 
provincial administration had issued a 
directive banning swiftlet-raising hous-
es in downtown areas. The directive 
took effect in the middle of last year.

“residents can build swiftlet hous-
es outside a 2km radius from town 
or district centre,” he said.

Suy Kokthean, who specialises in 
building swiftlet houses, supported the 
department’s instruction to ban swift-
let sound broadcast from 7pm to 6am. 

Kokthean said most swiftlet 

house owners played the sound 
too loud, causing a disturbance to 
neighbours. He noted that play-
ing the sound loudly does not help 
much in attracting swiftlets. 

“The sound is beautiful to the 
swiftlets’ ear. When we play the 
sounds too loud, swiftlets seem to 
fly to the houses and only stay for a 
short time,” he said.

He claimed swiftlet raising does 
not harm the environment, as no 
chemical substance is used. Instead, 
this agro-based industry can help to 
preserve the environment because 
swiftlet excrements can be used as 
organic fertilisers.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

eLeVeN monks in Kampong 
Speu province have escaped 
to avoid being defrocked by 
the provincial monk council 
after authorities found that 
they were involved in state 
forest land encroachment.

Phnom Sruoch district’s 
deputy chief monk Vener-
able Nou chin told The Post 
on december 8 that the pro-
vincial authorities had torn 
down some hermitages built 
illegally by the monks in the 
Kirirom National Park area. 

The construction was led by 
Sam Norn, the former monk at 
the buddhist cultural centre 
within the National Park areas.

After finding that the her-
mitages were built without 
approval from relevant au-
thorities, the provincial hall 
issued a letter through the 
provincial department of re-
ligions and cults, requesting 
the provincial monk council 
to take action according to 
the buddhist discipline. 

“The provincial monk 
council defrocked five 
monks, but Venerable Sam 
Norn and 10 other monks es-
caped,” chin said.

Norn could not be reached 
for comment on december 8. 

chin said some monks have 
been building hermitages in 
the Kirirom National Park area 
illegally, under the incitement 
of traders who wanted to grab 
state land in the area by using 

the monks as a shield.  
Provincial governor Vei 

Samnang told The Post on 
december 8 there were two 
pagodas and one buddhist 
cultural centre in the Kirirom 
National Park area. These 
places are destinations for 
some local buddhist follow-
ers and travellers from near 
and afar to observe tradition-
al and religious ceremonies. 

Throughout the province, 
there are over 300 pagodas 
and 26 meditation centres.

“I believe that there are 
brokers mobilising resi-
dents and monks in the ar-
eas to encroach on land in 
the Kirirom National Park 
by building the hermitages. 
but our police were aware of 
their tricks and stop their ac-
tivities promptly,” he said. 

Samnang added that over 
the last two years, the pro-
vincial authorities have 
cracked down and seized 
600ha of forest land from 
traders and opportunists. 

He said these perpetrators 
had illegally occupied and 
cleared the land for private 
ownership, but the authori-
ties had now reclaimed the 
land as state property. 

“Our authorities will not 
relent in searching for and 
cracking down on such of-
fences and natural resource 
crimes, especially concern-
ing the encroachment on 
state forest land for private 
ownership,” he said.

Swiftlet house owners warned

monks on run after 
implicated in forest 
land encroachment

Youths to lead projects for 
sustainable development

No large-scale forest crimes 
in Kingdom, officials claim

Long Kimmarita

T
He UN development 
Programme (UNdP) 
has announced that it 
will select young peo-

ple to join a three-day training 
course on creative solutions 
toward Sustainable develop-
ment Goals (SdGs), with ben-
efits for trainees including 
grants of $1,500 to $3,500 to 
continue their projects. 

According to the decem-
ber 7 press release, teenagers 
and young adults aged 15 to 
30 may submit application 
forms to join the training 
programme. Participants will 
form teams of three to ad-
dress a list of 18 topics related 
to sustainable development 
amid environmental chal-
lenges in cambodia. 

The UNdP said the train-
ing courses might be hosted 
online, depending on guid-
ance from the ministry of 
Health and the World Health 
Organisation. The objective of 
the course is to enable today’s 
youth to create a sustainable 
future for everybody and was 
initiated by the UNdP and the 
UN Population Fund (UNFdA). 

UNdP resident representa-
tive Nick beresford told The 
Post on december 9 that the 
training course will encour-
age and support cambodia’s 
youth to take action for in-
novative and sustainable de-
velopment.

He said youths will play a 

key role in creating solutions 
to the many urgent global 
challenges – from climate 
crisis to covid-19. The pro-
gramme will help youths to 
apply solutions that they have 
already started to develop, 
providing them with training 
and funding that are needed 
to scale up their projects.

“The programme will bring 
youths together to share their 
ideas, make connections and 
create more impactful solu-
tions for their communities. 
The three-day bootcamp will 

include practical workshops 
and training sessions on how 
to develop these solutions, 
build partnerships and suc-
cessfully pitch ideas for fund-
ing,” he explained. 

beresford added that, at the 
end of the programme, three 
teams of innovators will be se-
lected and awarded cash priz-
es as seed grants to continue 
to build and implement their 
ideas. The UNdP, UNFPA and 
other programme partners 
will continue to support these 
groups to develop methods 

and networks needed to bring 
their projects to fruition.

“more youths will take ac-
tion, inspiring their peers to 
act and, most importantly, 
contributing to progress to-
wards the cambodian Sus-
tainable development Goals 
(cSdGs),” he expected.

Applications to participate 
in the programme will be ac-
cepted until december 13 and 
selection of participants will 
be announced on december 
15 on the cSdG website and 
Facebook page.

Voun Dara

THe National committee for the Pre-
vention and crackdown of Natural 
resource crimes still claims there are 
no large-scale forest crimes in the 
Kingdom, despite forest activists say-
ing that logging is taking place 
because people are unemployed.

National military Police spokes-
man eng Hy said this on december 
8 after concluding a meeting to re-
view the work of the National com-
mittee for the Prevention and crack-
down of Natural resources crimes, 
for the period August 17, last year, to 
November 16.

The National committee was led 
by Sao Sokha, the deputy command-
er of the royal cambodian Armed 
Forces (rcAF) and commander of 
the National military Police.

“Overall, the situation of large-
scale forest crimes do not exist. but 
it happens on a smaller scale as in 
the past,” Hy said.

He said the important point that 
Sokha confirmed at the meeting 
related to the implementation of di-
rective Number 05.

This concerned guidance to lead-
ers of all provincial unity commands 
to implement the daily prevention 
and crackdown of the natural re-
source crimes mechanism.

Hy said small scale forest crimes 
happened due to people clearing 
forests to build houses and for fire-
wood. Authorities had instructed 
them to stop all such activities.

“If a crime happens, we must crack 

down on it. Those who have been edu-
cated but continue to commit small-
scale crimes will face the law,” he said.

The minutes of the meeting showed 
that the National committee contin-
ued to educate and disseminate to 
the people, the laws and regulations 
related to natural resources.

The National committee will con-
tinue to strengthen the capital-pro-
vincial mechanism, using the total 
force of the capital-provincial-district 
administrative unity command to 
prevent and crack down on defores-
tation, timber transportation, illegal 
timber export, wildlife hunting and 
export, illegal logging, encroachment 
on State land and illegal mining.

Kreung Tola, a forestry activist in 
mondulkiri province, claimed that 
deforestation is still happening due 
to unemployment. 

“For me and the people, forest 
crimes have only increased, not de-
creased. Such crimes are now hap-
pening because of traders buying 
wood from people who are unem-
ployed and in debt. They cut down 
the trees as they have no other op-
tion to earn a living,” he said.

Tola said perpetrators are currently 
logging and transporting timber at a 
rate of five to 10 containers per night 
with each truck being able to carry 
an average of three cubic metres of 
timber.

He said the activities he men-
tioned were specific to mondulkiri 
province, and if other provinces 
were included, the number of such 
crimes would increase.

The UN Development Programme has announced that it will select young people to join a three-day training 
course on creative solutions toward Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). labour ministry

Swiflet houses in Koh Kong province. Officials have urged swiftlet house owners to follow 
environmental protection guidelines before legal measures are taken. HEnG CHiVoan



Long Kimmarita

T
HE Ministry of Envi-
ronment presented 
achievements from 
the past year, fol-

lowing implementation of its 
“Sustainable Landscape and 
Eco-tourism Project”, with 
participation of the World 
Bank and UN Development 
Programme (UNDP) repre-
sentatives in Cambodia.

Videos posted online from 
December 3 to 8 of the peoj-
ect working group’s sessions 
showed officials touting prog-
ress toward eco-preservation 
and economic sustainability.

Launched last year, the 
project seeks to improve 

management of protected 
natural areas through regis-
tration, demarcation, zoning 
and planning for state lands.

The ministry said the project 
also aims to ameliorate liveli-
hoods of communities living 
in protected areas by creat-
ing new business options for 
them through outreach and 
investments, with increased 
private sector cooperation in 
the protection and conserva-
tion of natural resources.

Khieu Borin, director-gen-
eral of the ministry’s General 
Directorate of Local Com-
munities, told The Post on 
December 9 that the project’s 
achievements over the past 
year include the establish-

ment of border posts and the 
identification of 15 prospec-
tive eco-tourism destinations 
in seven provinces.

The sites are located in the 
Cardamom Mountains and 
around the Tonle Sap lake in 
Kampong Speu, Koh Kong, 
Pursat, Battambang, Kampong 
Chhnang, Kampong Thom 
and Siem Reap provinces.

According to the most re-
cent tourism statistics, near-
ly two million people visited 
these natural areas in the 
previous year.

Borin emphasised the im-
portance of achieving better 
living conditions for commu-
nities in protected natural ar-
eas, noting that ensuring the 

preservation of natural land-
scapes is akin to ensuring the 
economic sustainability of 
the community.

Local economies are being 
assisted in transitioning away 
from destructive practices like 
deforestation to industries 
that do not deplete natural 
resources and biodiversity.

“All the communities that 
live near eco-tourism sites 
have been dependent on lo-
cal resources, such as hunt-
ing and timber harvesting. 
The project has transformed 
them with new businesses 
such as raising chickens, 
growing vegetables and pro-
viding local tourism servic-
es,” Borin said.

National
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Ministry promotes sustainable 
practices for protected areas

The ‘Sustainable Landscape and Eco-tourism Project’ has identified 15 prospective eco-tourism destinations in seven provinces. ENVIRONMENT MINISTRY

WCS Cambodia creates 
community fisheries to 
recruit local patrol teams
Soth Koemsoeun 

EARLY this month, the Koh 
Kong provincial Department 
of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries and the Wildlife Con-
servation Society (WCS Cam-
bodia) agreed to establish five 
new community fisheries in 
Koh Kong province’s eastern 
Sre Ambel district.

The agreement is to allow 
fishermen to join the depart-
ment in conserving fisheries 
resources in localities. Today, 
there are 10 community fisher-
ies in Koh Kong and Preah 
Sihanouk provinces.

Koh Kong provincial fisher-
ies specialists and WCS Cam-
bodia employees will brief the 
community fishermen on the 
principles, skills and new 
knowledge they need.

Provincial  agriculture 
department director Y Meng 
Leang said on December 9 that 
late last month, the depart-
ment helped community fish-
ermen to submit letters apply-
ing for legal patrolling status 
to the ministry. 

He said fisheries specialists 
have been patrolling the new 
community fisheries since early 
this month. With the complet-
ed groundwork by the special-
ists, local fishermen will begin 
to take part in patrolling the 
main target areas as planned.

“Community members [fish-
ermen] have no right to arrest 
offenders. However, they can 
help [fisheries] specialists by 
providing information on ille-
gal activities to the judicial 
police for them to carry out 
crackdowns. They are residents, 
so they should be the first to 
know [or hear of any fishing] 
offences,” Meng Leang said.

On December 9, WCS Cam-
bodia programme director Ken 
Sereyrotha said the establish-
ment of community fisheries is 
part of the “Partners Against 
Wild Animal Offences” project. 

The project is co-funded by 

EU, Wildlife Reserves Singa-
pore, US Forest Service and 
Rainforest Trust.

He said new fisheries are 
geared towards enabling local 
fishermen to play a more 
active role in protecting fisher-
ies resources, especially the 
conservation of Royal Turtles 
(Batagur affinis) and Siamese 
crocodiles.

Another goal is to improve 
the living standards of these 
fishermen.

“Once the legal documents 
for these community fisheries 
have been issued, [officials] will 
mark their boundaries. Each 
community will send these 
documents to the agriculture 
ministry to be officially listed 
in its database by early next 
year,” he said.

Tonh Pov, head of the 
recently established Bak 
Angrut fishing community in 
Koh Kong province, said on 
December 9 that he is happy 
to lend a helping hand in con-
serving natural resources 
within his community.

He added that having gained 
approval from the provincial 
fisheries department, his group 
had joined fisheries enforce-
ment officers in patrolling tar-
get areas multiple times and 
spotted many fishing offences. 
Pov’s community patrol team 
burned some tools used for 
illegal fishing activities. 

“Before patrolling the target 
areas, WCS Cambodia employ-
ees and fisheries officials 
briefed the group about pro-
cedures of patrolling the forest 
and waterways.

“They also taught us about 
the work of conserving natural 
resources. Besides the patrols, 
we joined the officers in dis-
seminating natural resources 
conservation knowledge to 
other villagers,” he said.

www.phnompenhpost.com
chEck ThE PoST wEbSiTE 
for brEaking nEwS
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doubt that mSmes will continue 
to be key players in the market 
and major drivers of economic 
growth, promoting education 
through e-learning platforms 
and providing benefits to the 
business community.”

referring to one of the three 
pillars of AcmecS’ master plan 
for 2019-2023, the prime min-
ister added: “We need to adopt 
modern technology and turn 
major cities into multi-purpose 
hubs that connect the AcmecS 
sub-regional market with the 
greater ASeAN and those in 
neighbouring countries in 
order to achieve a ‘smart and 
sustainable AcmecS’.

The other two pillars are 
“seamless connectivity” and 
“synchronised AcmecS econ-
omies”.

AcmecS was established in 
April 2003 in a bid to bridge the 
economic gap among its five 
member states and to build 
sustainable prosperity in the 
sub-region.

A rice-exporting juggernaut, 
cLmVT produces 55 million 
tonnes of milled rice per 
annum, or 13 per cent of the 
world’s product, and exports 13 
million tonnes annually, or 45 
per cent of the world’s exports, 
Hun Sen said in November 
2010 at a summit held at the 
Peace Palace in Phnom Penh.

cheunboran chanborey, a 
programme director at Phnom 
Penh-based think tank Asian 
Vision Institute, said at a virtual 
panel discussion last month 
that not all changes in the sup-
ply chain had been detrimental 
to the AcmecS countries.

He called on the AcmecS to 
harness the unprecedented 
opportunity created by covid-
19 and to promote financial 
technology as a key enabler of 
economic recovery.

“We should see the changes 
in the regional and global sup-
ply chains as opportunities for 
us to promote the intra-me-
kong regional supply chain 
and production network.

“We also need to encourage 
financial connectivity through 
fintech across the five regional 
countries. Financial access is 
also the key required to unlock 
economic recovery and the 
effort needed to address the 
economic hardships of the 
people across the region,” 
chanborey said.

There is no financial mecha-
nism in AcmecS to raise cap-
ital to finance development 
projects, which have typically 
been funded through loans 
and aid from partner coun-
tries, Thailand’s The Nation 
has pointed out.

cambodia also announced 
that it will contribute $7 mil-
lion as seed money to set up 
the AcmecS development 
Fund (AcmdF).

The initial amount of the 
AcmecS fund will start at $500 
million, The Nation reported 
in June last year.

Thailand will contribute $200 
million and the other four coun-
tries – cambodia, Laos, myan-
mar and Vietnam – will togeth-
er contribute $100 million, it 
said. The remaining $200 mil-
lion will be contributed by 
development partner countries 
including Australia, Japan, 
South Korea and the US.

chanborey said: “I look for-
ward to welcoming the volun-
tary contribution from the 
part of other members to the 
AcmecS development Fund.

“With sufficient contribu-
tions and a competent execu-
tive board, I am very optimistic 
that we can start smoothly 
implementing the priority 
projects under the 2019-2023 
master plan.”

cLmVT edge closer to 
setting up fund, building 
up ‘pillars’ of AcmecS

malaysian lender, partners get in-principle nod for bank
Thou Vireak

THe National bank of cambodia 
(Nbc) has given the approval in prin-
ciple to malaysian-listed G capital bhd 
for the establishment of a full-fledged 
commercial bank under the name 
“Oriental bank Plc” in the Kingdom.

This comes with an approved cap-
ital of $100 million, G capital said in 
a statement on december 8.

It said it has entered into a heads-
of-agreement contract with local firm 
e S Packaging co Ltd and Public bank 
bhd’s former Indo-china operations 
regional head Phan Ying Tong to col-
laborate on the venture, malaysian 
media outlet The edge markets 
reported.

In a filing to the bursa malaysia, G 

capital said: “Specifically, the heads 
of agreement has been structured to 
outline the preliminary undertakings 
and obligations of the parties with a 
view to enter into legally binding 
definitive agreement between the par-
ties to establish ‘Oriental bank Plc’.”

G capital said it will hold no less than 
20 per cent of the new company’s issued 
shares, while Phan will have a 51 per 
cent stake and e S Packaging a 20 per 
cent stake, as reported by The edge.

The balance nine per cent interest 
will be held by an additional investor 
to be named by Phan or e S Packag-
ing, it said.

With the Nbc’s approval-in-princi-
ple, Oriental bank can now be for-
mally registered with the ministry of 
commerce, it added.

According to the group, the King-
dom’s financial health has seen 
steady growth, while its banking sec-
tor has surfaced as one of the most 
robust industries committed to mak-
ing a healthy profit.

“G capital envisages that in the long 
term, its equity participation in the 
banking sector will significantly 
strengthen its financial standing and 
broaden its presence throughout the 
region,” The edge quoted it as saying.

Public bank Group on december 9 
issued a statement denying involve-
ment in the venture and clarifying 
that Phan had resigned from all of his 
positions at the bank and was acting 
on his own accord.

“We wish to clarify that the Public 
bank Group has no involvement at 

all in the said joint venture.
“The Public bank Group wishes to 

further clarify that datuk Phan Ying 
Tong had resigned from all his posi-
tions within the Public bank Group 
and is no longer the regional head of 
Public bank’s Indo-china operation,” 
Public bank Group said, using the 
malay title “datuk” commonly used 
in malaysia and brunei.

“Following datuk Phan’s resigna-
tion, he is no longer authorised to 
represent the Public bank Group in 
any matters,” it said.

cambodia Post bank Plc ceO Toch 
chaochek told The Post on december 
9 that G capital’s foray into cambodia 
would provide borrowers with a much-
needed new source of capital in the 
Kingdom’s still-budding market.

He said: “The more banks are set 
up in cambodia, the more options 
there will be for consumers to choose 
which is the best fit for their needs.”

Formerly known as Gunung capi-
tal, G capital is mainly involved in 
the provision of charter services with 
a fleet of land-based passenger trans-
portation assets and specialty vehi-
cles, according to The edge.

On the bursa malaysia, shares of G 
capital rose one sen (0.246 US cents) or 
0.76 per cent on december 8 to close at 
1.33 ringgit ($0.33), with a market capi-
talisation of 404.04 million ringgit.

but on december 9, the share price 
sank 40 sen or 29.70 per cent to close 
at 0.94 ringgit for a market capitalisa-
tion of 285.17 million ringgit with 
62.24 million shares traded.

cdc approves royal Group’s 
700mW coal-fired power plant
Thou Vireak

T
He council for the 
development of 
cambodia (cdc) 
on december 8 ap-

proved botum Sakor energy 
co Ltd’s (bSe’s) more-than-
$1 billion 700mW coal-fired 
power station in Koh Kong 
province’s southwestern 
botum Sakor district.

based in Thma Sar com-
mune’s chamlang Ko village, 
the cdc noted that the facility 
will provide 360 jobs for locals.

bSe is a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of the Kingdom’s 
largest conglomerate, royal 
Group of companies Ltd.

“This project will help cre-
ate jobs and enhance the live-
lihoods of cambodians,” the 
company said, according to 
the minutes of a July 28 meet-
ing between the royal Group 
and 58 families affected by 
the development.

According to a sub-decree 
issued on August 6, the gov-
ernment granted 168ha in 
botum Sakor National Park in 
Koh Kong to the royal Group 
to build the power station.

The project will require 
$1.3442 billion in capital in-
vestment and will be online 
in 2023 or 2024. Of that, 30 
per cent will come from direct 
capital and 70 per cent will be 
from bank loans, the sub-decree 
said. The project will be devel-
oped under a 35-year build, 
own, operate (bOO) model.

deputy provincial governor 
Sok Sothy told The Post on de-
cember 9 that bSe has been 
clearing land in preparation for 
construction work, and that a 
social impact assessment was 
nearing completion.

Having been given the 
nod by the cdc, he said the 
company will begin con-
struction soon.

He voiced his confidence 
that the plant would scale up 
energy efficiency and security 
in the coastal province, which 
he pointed out had untold 
tourism potential.

“Shoring up the electricity 
infrastructure will help entice 
investment to cambodia and 
push the pedal to the metal 
and accelerate provincial de-
velopment,” he said.

Last month, bSe struck an 
engineering, procurement 
and construction (ePc) con-
tract with Shenzhen-listed 
Sinosteel engineering & Tech-
nology for the plant, according 
to Shanghai-based financial 
news portal Yicai Global.

SeT is a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of beijing-based state-
owned enterprise Sinosteel 
corp.

As outlined in the ePc 
contract, Yicai Global said, 
once it secures payment, SeT 

will present the design and 
will procure and supply the 
equipment and materials, as 
well as provide construction, 
installation and commission-
ing services.

citing an SeT statement, 
the news portal said the total 
contract value is to the tune 
of about $1.1 billion.

The contract covers the con-
struction of two new 350mW 
engine units and ancillary 
generation and transmission 
facilities, as well as a dedicat-
ed coal terminal, it said.

construction of the first unit 
is scheduled to be completed 
within 36 months of break-
ing ground, with the second 
unit slated to be finished 12 
months later, it added.

Victor Jona, director-general 
of the ministry of mines and 
energy’s General department 
of energy, told The Post in 
August that the government 

needs to diversify energy pro-
duction to include other sourc-
es and ensure stable electricity 
supply in cambodia.

He said that without ex-
ception, the government 
assumes the ultimate re-
sponsibility in reviewing the 
socio-environmental impact 
of every development project 
in the power sector.

“All in all, we need to expand 
our energy portfolio to include 
a plethora of sources, inter alia, 
hydropower, coal and solar to 
ensure the supply to consum-
ers, be they citizens, industries, 
cottage industries or service 
providers,” Jona said.

On the Shenzhen Stock ex-
change, SeT’s share price fell 
0.07 yuan (1.07 US cents) or 
1.68 per cent to close at 4.10 
yuan on december 9 for a mar-
ket capitalisation of 5.15 billion 
yuan, with 5.60 million shares 
traded.

Once online in 2023 or 2024, Botum Sakor Energy’s Koh Koh-based coal-fired power station will deliver 
700MW of electricity. HONG MENEA
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JAPAN’S ministry of economy, 
Trade and Industry has decid-
ed to provide financial support 
for domestic manufacturers 
to aid in the development of 
next-generation aircraft fu-
elled by hydrogen, the Yomi-
uri Shimbun has learned.

With decarbonisation ef-
forts spreading worldwide, 
the ministry seeks to improve 
the competitiveness of Japa-
nese companies through the 
commercial development 
of aircraft that emit small 
amounts of carbon dioxide.

Prime minister Yoshihide 
Suga has expressed his inten-
tion to set up a two trillion yen 
($19.2 billion) fund to support 
companies that invest in the 
environmental field, with the 
aim of reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions to net zero by 
2050. The envisioned support 
will be paid from this fund.

Hydrogen aircraft use liq-
uid hydrogen as fuel and do 
not emit cO2. because liquid 
hydrogen is extremely cold at 
minus 250c or lower, a large, 
highly durable storage tank 
is required. The develop-
ment of specially designed 
engines is also essential and 
will involve massive costs.

There are no manufacturers 
in Japan that build finished 
airplanes, like european aero-
space manufacturer Airbus 
Se or boeing co of the US.

However, a number of Japa-

nese companies, such as mit-
subishi Heavy Industries Ltd, 
IHI corp and Kawasaki Heavy 
Industries Ltd, produce en-
gines and major components 
for aircraft.

The ministry plans to sub-
sidise part of the costs for de-
veloping engines and compo-
nents for hydrogen aircraft.

In September, Airbus an-
nounced that it will commer-
cialise a zero-emission air-
craft fuelled by hydrogen by 
2035. development of hydro-
gen airplanes is expected to 
get into full swing around the 
world, and hydrogen aircraft 
may appear in the 2030s.

electric aircraft are also 
expected to be developed 
as environmentally friendly 
aircraft. It is essential to 
develop high-performance 
batteries and motors for this 
purpose, and the ministry also 
plans to earmark subsidies 
in the fiscal 2021 budget for 
technological developments 
related to electric aircraft.

The funding comes as airline 
companies have cut back on 
aircraft orders due to the spread 
of novel coronavirus and the 
fact that related manufacturers 
have fallen on hard times.

To stem the decline in 
development-related invest-
ments, the ministry has de-
cided to offer the financial 
support. THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN (JA-

PAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Hydrogen-powered 
aircraft developers in 
Japan to receive aid 

Vietnam’s mekong delta 
now investment magnet
V

IeTNAm’S cuu Long 
(mekong) delta has 
recently attracted 
many large projects 

worth trillions to tens of tril-
lions of dong, which are pro-
moting economic develop-
ment there.

bac Lieu province is a bright 
spot this year with a number 
of domestic and foreign en-
terprises pouring money into 
long-term projects.

It has approved or granted 
licences to 25 domestic proj-
ects with a total investment 
of 17.71 trillion dong ($766.24 
million) in the first 10 months 
of this year, an eight-fold 
surge year-on-year.

The province has also grant-
ed investment decision to a 
$4 billion Singapore-invested 
liquefied natural gas-fired 
(LNG) power plant with a ca-
pacity of 3,200mW this year, 
the largest foreign project in 
the delta to date.

The investor is completing 
the necessary procedures for 
a power purchase agreement 
with Vietnam electricity. In-
stallation of the first 750mWs 
turbine is expected to start 
early next year.

Provincial authorities hope 
the plant will create thou-
sands of jobs, contribute tril-
lions of dong to the treasury 
and be a driving force for so-
cio-economic development.

In Long An province, three 
other foreign direct invest-
ment (FdI) projects were li-
censed in October with a to-
tal capital of $17.24 million, 
while additional investments 
of $445.86 million were made 
to 10 existing projects.

Since the beginning of this 
year, the province has issued 
investment certificates for 
67 FdI projects totally worth 
$264.14 million.

most are in the manufac-
turing sector, including sup-
porting industries, medi-
cal equipment, electronic 
components, and consumer 

goods and in the warehouse 
and logistics services sector.

According to the ministry of 
Planning and Investment, the 
key factors that make the del-
ta increasingly attractive to 
investors are its agricultural 
potential, improved technical 
and economic infrastructure 
and local efforts to improve 
the investment and business 
environment.

Localities there have also 
made efforts to acquire more 
unencumbered lands to ben-
efit incoming investors.

In ca mau province, there 
is not much land left in the 

235ha Khanh An Industrial 
Park in U minh district while 
demand remains fairly high.

Faced with the situation, 
the park has called on the 
provincial People’s commit-
tee to consider expanding it.

The People’s committee has 
also assigned the provincial 
Land development centre to 
make plans to clear 50ha of 
land around the Hoa Trung 
Industrial Park in cai Nuoc 
district to attract investors.

Tien Giang provincial de-
partment of Planning and 
Investment acting director 
Nguyen dinh Thong told the 
Sai Gon Giai Phong (Liberated 
Saigon) newspaper that the 
province seeks to attract in-
vestment through the compre-
hensive development of an in-
dustrial zone each in Tan Phuoc 
district and Go cong town.

He said: “[It] will also speed 
up development of urban 
projects in major urban cen-
tres, with a priority on devel-
oping tourism infrastructure 
to take advantage of the Tien 
river’s tourism potential.

“It will concentrate resourc-
es and lands on developing 
agricultural processing proj-
ects and agriculture using 
advanced technologies. In 
2021, Tien Giang will strive 
to attract investment of more 
than 17 trillion dong.” VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnam’s Mekong Delta region has recently attracted many large 
projects worth trillions to tens of trillions of dong, which are promoting 
economic development there. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS



FOLLOWING months of lock-
down and economic uncer-
tainty, a new market segment 
in the Philippines is revitalis-
ing the real estate industry 
disrupted by Covid-19.

The second home market, 
focused on gated resort com-
munities in Batangas province, 
has benefited from rising pric-
es since March this year.

High-net worth individuals 
tired of being cooped up in 
Metro Manila and looking for 
investment opportunities have 
been driving purchases, accord-
ing to a recent study by leading 
real estate services firm Leechiu 
Property Consultants (LPC).

Transactions in Tali Beach, 
Kawayan Cove, Peninsula de 
Punta Fuego and surrounding 
areas have scaled up with most 
buyers seeking healthier envi-
ronments away from the metrop-
olis’ major business districts 
where transactions have corre-

spondingly slowed down due to 
rising Covid-19 infections.

LPC CEO David Leechiu said: 
“At least 40 properties have 
changed hands in the past few 
months in Punta Fuego alone. 
I haven’t seen this volume of 

transactions in 20 years.”
Newfound accessibility 

through recently completed 
expressways has reduced trav-
el time to these picturesque 
coastal communities from 
Metro Manila.

Improved internet connec-
tivity offering speeds of up to 
100 megabits per second have 
likewise spurred demand for 
these second homes in gated 
and managed communities.

Consequently, property values 
in these neighbourhoods have 
risen by 20 per cent to 46 per cent 
from last year to the present with 
many transactions done in cash.

Non-listed transaction val-
ues for average lot areas of 
400-800sqm range from 10 
million pesos ($207,000) to as 
high as 50 million.

LPC said: “And bids for prop-
erties in these markets do not 
look like they will slow down 
any time soon. In some areas, 
there are many offers but no 
homes to buy.”

The study further noted that 
these properties were likely to 
appreciate in value even after the 
pandemic as new roads like 
Cavite-Laguna Expressway and 

Cavite Expressway, and improve-
ments in the South Luzon 
Expressway and other thorough-
fares cut travel time from these 
residences to the metropolis.

Since 2015 and the rise of the 
infrastructure boom, prices in 
these communities have been 
slowly but steadily increasing.

The pandemic triggered a 
spike in prices with a Punta 
Fuego property now com-
manding anywhere from 12,000 
pesos per sqm up to 60,000. 
The higher figure is reserved for 
scarce cliff-side lots in this 
stunning seaside destination.

With the opening of a new 
airport in Clark and new thor-
oughfares like Tarlac-Pangasi-
nan-La Union Expressway, 
LPC forecasts a bigger prop-
erty boom that would draw not 
only domestic residents and 
travellers but also internation-
al tourists to resort properties 
in the southern and northern 

coasts of Luzon like La Union 
and those in the northeastern 
part of the island which have 
largely been untapped.

A tourist from Singapore or 
Hong Kong, for instance, 
would save close to two hours 
travel time flying in through 
Clark instead of Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport en route 
to tourist destinations north of 
Metro Manila.

The study said rising popu-
larity of second homes and 
other resort properties “are not 
just impulse buys driven by 
pandemic sentiments.

“They are also well-evalu-
ated, carefully planned moves 
of investors with the foresight 
to know that these properties 
will remain prime long after 
Covid-19.”

The pandemic has merely 
refocused attention on these 
seaside havens, it said. PHILIPPINE 

DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Property

Low-cost home project 
to be built by mid-2022
Hin Pisei

C
ONSTrUCTION of the 
long-awaited $70 mil-
lion two-phased 
Arakawa residence 

affordable housing development 
is on track to be completed by 
mid-2022, developer Arakawa 
Co Ltd co-founder Ieng Sotheara 
told The Post on December 9. 

According to him, con-
struction of Phase I is 90 per 
cent complete and Phase II 
30 per cent.

The Arakawa residence is built 
on 1.36ha in Teuk Thla com-
mune in Phnom Penh’s western 
Sen Sok district, he said.

Phase I consists of 10 build-
ings comprising 1,680 units, 
while Phase II consists of six 
buildings comprising 1,484 
units, up from the originally 
planned 1,280 based on per-
ceived market demand for 
the smaller studio units, he 
said. All 16 buildings will be 
21-storeys tall.

With more than 1,000 work-
ers toiling day and night, Sot-

heara said only interior deco-
ration and cleaning remain for 
Phase I before buyers can move 
in tentatively in February.

The Phase II structures have 
been built to the seventh floor 
(eight storeys including the 
ground floor) and are on pace to 
be completed by June next year, 
with full project construction 
slated to be finished a year later.

With location and prices 
propping up sales, Sotheara 
said Phase I units were com-
pletely sold out while some 
20 per cent of Phase II ones 
had been bought.

“Comparing the price of 
Arakawa residence units with 
the costs of land, construction 
and labour, it is not possible for 
others to invest in a similar proj-
ect of this calibre at this time.

“Arakawa residence is an af-
fordable project built on qual-
ity standards,” Sotheara said.

Sales executive Mao Virak 
on December 9 said sales had 
fallen slightly after the first 
community transmission was 
detected on November 28.

The units fall into two catego-
ries, 23sqm studio and 46sqm 
two-bedroom, which sell for 
$30,500 and $62,000, he said.

Ann Sothida, the managing 
director of CBrE Cambodia, 
the local affiliate of US com-
mercial real estate services 
and investment firm CBrE 
Group Inc, said Arakawa 
residence owes its success to 
its prices and location, where 
few properties are available at 
comparable prices.

“The market for affordable 
condos like this will only pick 
up steam going forward, just 
not in locations such as this, 
they’ll need to be further away 
[from the city centre]”, she said.

As of the end of last year, 
Cambodia had five afford-
able housing projects – two 
in the capital, two in Kandal 
province and one in Banteay 
Meanchey province – com-
prising 8,331 landed units 
and 7,256 strata units, the 
Ministry of Land Manage-
ment, Urban Planning and 
Construction reported.

Construction of Arakawa Residence’s Phase I is 90 per cent complete and Phase II 30 per cent. SUPPLIED

Ho Chi Minh City in need 
of more affordable housing
HO CHI MINH City (HCMC) is 
expected to need an addition-
al 160,000 social housing 
apartments in the next decade 
to meet its rising population 
and demand for affordable 
housing, according to the city’s 
Department of Construction.

The department has asked 
the municipal People’s Com-
mittee for approval of a hous-
ing development master plan 
in the 2021-2030 period.

The southern Vietnamese 
city is expected to have a pop-
ulation of around 11.1 million 
by 2030, the department said.

The city plans to develop 
social housing, with a total 
floor area of four million sqm 
for about 160,000 apartments. 
Of the figure, it will need 
around 1.8 million sqm of floor 
space from next year to 2025, 
and 2.2 million sqm of floor 
space from 2026 to 2030.

To achieve the targets, the city 
will ask investors of projects cov-
ering 10ha or more to set aside 
20 per cent of their land in each 
project for social housing.

The city will also give priority 
to using the state-owned land 
fund to build social housing.

The housing master plan for 
the 2021-2030 period sets tar-
gets for all kinds of housing, 
totalling 295 million sqm, with 
an average floor area per per-
son of 26.5sqm.

Apart from the targets set 
for social housing, commer-
cial housing projects are 
expected to have a total floor 
area of 45.2 million sqm by 
2030, including 19.7 million 
sqm for the period of 2021 to 
2025, and 25.5 million sqm for 
the 2026 to 2030 period. 

The city also aims to have 
59.2 million sqm of floor area 
for the individual housing seg-
ment by 2030.

To reach the targets, the city 
will call for investment into 
development of housing 
projects under the form of public 
private partnerships (PPP) 
through promoting interna-
tional cooperation, and pro-

viding financial assistance.
The demand for social hous-

ing in the city is huge, but the 
current supply is insufficient 
for low-income earners. 

After a social housing project 
of nearly 1,000 apartments for 
officials, civil servants and 
low-income people was built 
in Thu Duc district by Chuong 
Duong Corporation, for exam-
ple, it sold quickly after con-
struction was completed and 
then was released for sale.

According to the corporation’s 
director-general Van Minh 
Hoang, there is high demand for 
affordable apartments, but 
projects face administrative 
bottlenecks and limitations.

The land area for new hous-
ing projects in the central areas 
has become limited, while 
projects in suburban districts 
have faced delays because of 
administrative procedures.

“Developing social housing 
is seemingly not of interest to 
property developers due to 
unattractive profits,” he said.

Le Thanh real Estate Co direc-
tor general Le Huu Nghia said 
his company was interested in 
social housing, but it faced dif-
ficulties in construction-related 
administrative procedures.

He said it took more than 
one year to complete proce-
dures related to investment 
policy decisions for the com-
pany’s Le Thanh Tan Kien 
Social Housing project in Binh 

Chanh district.
Similarly, Cho Lon real 

Estate JSC has been struggling 
for years with administrative 
procedures for social housing 
projects in District 8.

Several property developers 
have invested their own capital 
in social housing projects. They 
include Nam Long, Thu Thiem 
Investment, Thuan Kieu, Van 
Thai, Thien Phat, Sai Gon res, 
Hoang Quan, Phu Cuong and Sai 
Gon real Estate Corporation.

They also had to spend mon-
ey to transfer land-use rights 
without any support from 
preferential credit policies.

HCMC real Estate Associa-
tion chairman Le Hoang Chau 
said there are shortcomings in 
social housing policies.

He said: “The biggest prob-
lem is that the state budget has 
not been used for allocating 
funds to implement social 
housing projects.”

Concessional loans for social 
housing developers and buyers 
are still limited, according to the 
chairman. They are forced to 
borrow loans from commercial 
banks at high interest rates, 
which makes it more difficult for 
the buyers to repay bank loans.

City authorities need to iden-
tify the problems and then 
develop solutions for social 
housing so as to meet the rising 
demand for affordable homes 
among low-income earners. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Ho Chi Minh City plans to develop social housing, with a total floor area 
of four million sqm for about 160,000 apartments. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY

Property values in gated and managed communities in the Philippines’ 
Batangas province have risen by 20-46 per cent from last year. LUMINA 
HOMES/PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER

Covid-19 pandemic gives rise to second-home market in Philippines





Turkish gov’t 
urges EU to 
be ‘honest 
mediator’ in 
Greece row

TURKEY on December 
8 called on the EU to 
become an “honest 

mediator” in its standoff with 
the bloc’s member Greece over 
undersea resources, two days 
before an EU summit.

Turkey, an EU candidate 
country whose accession has 
been frozen over issues includ-
ing its human rights record, is at 
odds with Greece over territory 
believed to be rich in gas in the 
eastern Mediterranean.

Athens is now pressing for 
punitive sanctions at an EU 
summit on Thursday.

The EU “should play a role of 
an honest mediator” on issues 
that concern Turkey and Greece, 
foreign minister Mevlut Cavu-
soglu told a news conference in 
Ankara alongside his Hungarian 
counterpart Peter Szijjarto.

“We can resolve the problems 
only through dialogue and diplo-
macy,” Cavusoglu said.

Ankara has angered Greece 
and the rest of the EU by sending 
a survey ship and navy vessels to 
the disputed waters in defiance 
of calls to stop. It ordered the 
Oruc Reis ship back to port last 
month.

France supports Greece’s 
call for sanctions but not all 
countries are convinced with 
some fearing over an influx of 
refugees. 

“Whether they like it or not, 
the security of Europe is in 
the hands of Turkey to a great 
extent,” Hungary’s Szijjarto said 
in translated comments. AFP
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world

brITAIN on december 8 became the 
first Western country to start mass 
coronavirus vaccinations, as US Pres-
ident-elect Joe biden pledged his 
administration would inoculate 100 
million people in the US over the first 
100 days of his presidency.

Kicking off britain’s “V-day”, mar-
garet Keenan said she felt “privi-
leged” to be given the injection, the 
first of millions expected to be ad-
ministered in the hard-hit country 
over the coming months.

The Pfizer-bioNTech jab is one 
of several vaccines bringing hope 
for an end to the pandemic that 
has killed more than 1.5 million 
people worldwide and ravaged 
economies. 

Frontrunners Pfizer-bioNTech 
and US biotech firm moderna have 
reported efficacy of 95 per cent and 
94 per cent respectively and have 
given data to regulators. 

but Oxford University and Astra-
Zeneca became the first covid-19 
vaccine makers to publish final-

stage clinical trial data in a scientific 
journal.

The study, published in the Lan-
cet medical journal, confirmed that 
their vaccine works in an average of 
70 per cent of cases.

but the focus remained on the 
launch of the Pfizer-bioNTech jab.

The second jab in britain went to a 
man named William Shakespeare.

The over-80s, care home workers, 
and at-risk health and social care 
staff will be at the front of the line 
for vaccination.

Almost 40 per cent of the new cas-
es detected over the last seven days 
worldwide have been in europe, the 
region topping 20 million cases on 
december 8. but the rate of infec-
tion appears to be stabilising.

russia, one of europe’s hardest-hit 
countries in terms of cases, on de-
cember 5 began vaccinating high-
risk workers with its own jab, Sput-
nik V, and beijing has also begun an 
emergency inoculation campaign 
with a medicine made in china.

The US is expected to grant 
emergency authorisation for the 
Pfizer-bioNTech vaccine later this 
week, announcing on december 8 
that no concerns had been found 
in trial data. 

despite the vaccination news, vi-
rus restrictions continue to be reim-

posed – roughly 30 million people 
in the US state of california are now 
under stay-at-home orders.

And the World Health Organisa-
tion has warned that successful vac-
cines on their own will not immedi-
ately end the crisis.

US President donald Trump 

signed an executive order “to en-
sure that American citizens have 
first priority to receive American 
vaccines.”

but he faces questions over 
whether the White House missed an 
opportunity to shore up sufficient 
doses in the months ahead. AFP

US envoy airs concerns as 
France targets radical Islam

britain starts virus 
jabs as biden vows 
100m vaccinations

T
He US envoy on inter-
national religious free-
dom on december 8 
voiced concern about 

ally France, warning against 
“heavy-handed” measures as 
French President emmanuel 
macron targets radical Islam.

“I am concerned, obvi-
ously, for what’s happening in 
France,” US ambassador Sam 
brownback told reporters when 
asked about macron’s initiative.

“There can be constructive 
engagements that I think can 
be helpful and not harmful.

“When you get heavy-handed, 
the situation can get worse.”

macron has ordered a crack-
down on extremism amid 
shock in France over the Octo-
ber 16 beheading of a teacher 
who showed pupils cartoons 
of the Prophet mohammed 
and the stabbing to death of 
three people in a church in 
Nice on October 29.

Under the initiative, France – 
which is avowedly secular and 
home to europe’s largest mus-
lim community – will shut down 
mosques if they are found dur-
ing inspections by authorities 
to be promoting extremism.

brownback condemned 
violent expression of religion 
but said: “If you’re peacefully 
practicing your faith, you’re 
entitled to practice that faith.”

“We think that countries do 
best when they work with re-
ligious leaders on identifying 
concerns and problem areas 
and not get into disagree-
ments with religious groups,” 
brownback said.

“They have their fundamen-
tal religious freedom rights and 
those need to be honored and 
protected by the government.”

Clashing visions of secularism 
macron’s efforts have trig-

gered protests in several 
muslim-majority countries, 
with the leaders of Turkey and 
Pakistan alleging that France 
is attacking Islam as a whole.

defenders of macron have 
accused his critics of hy-
pocrisy, pointing to severe 
repression of religious faith 
elsewhere in the world.

On a more subtle level, ma-
cron has been upset by the 
tone of media in the english-

speaking world, saying that its 
journalists fail to understand 
the French pillar of “laicite”, 
or secularism.

“When I see them legitimis-
ing this violence, and saying 
that the heart of the problem 
is that France is racist and Is-
lamophobic, then I say the 
founding principles have been 
lost,” macron told the New 
York Times last month as he 
took issue with its coverage.

The New York Times in a 
recent editorial rejected the 
notion that it in any way jus-
tified terrorism and noted 
that French media have not 
spared the US from critical 
reporting.

The media have a “function 
and duty to ask questions 
about the roots of racism, 
ethnic anger and the spread 
of Islamism among Western 
muslims, and to critique the 
effectiveness and impact of 
government policies”, it said.

The US is also secular but 
emphasises the freedom to 
practice faith rather than 
curbs on the role of religion.

US President donald Trump 
sent shockwaves in his first 
campaign for vowing to bar 
muslims from the US and 
promptly after taking office he 
restricted visas for citizens of 
a number of muslim-majority 
nations. AFP

US ambassador-at-large for International Religious Freedom Sam Brownback has voiced concern about 
France, warning aganist ‘heavy-handed’ measures as President Emmanuel Macron targets radical Islam. AFP

Margaret Keenan, 90, speaks to the media at University Hospital in Coventry, central England, on December 9 after becoming the 
first person to receive the Pfizer-BioNTech Covid-19 vaccine in the country’s biggest ever immunisation programme. Britain on 
December 8 begins the biggest vaccination programme in the country’s history with a new Covid-19 jab. AFP

Continued from page 1

Africa’s central Sahel region 
also saw significant new dis-
placement due to brutal vio-
lence, including rape and 
executions, UNHcr said.

“With forced displacement 
doubling in the last decade, 
the international community 
is failing to safeguard peace,” 
Grandi lamented.

The UN agency pointed out 
that instead of calming conflict, 
the coronavirus crisis had “dis-
rupted every aspect of human 
life and severely worsened 
existing challenges for the for-
cibly displaced and stateless”.

It said some of the measures 
to curb the spread of covid-19 
had made it more difficult for 
refugees to reach safety.

At the peak of the first wave 
of transmission back in April, 
for instance, 168 countries 
fully or partially closed their 
borders, including 90 that 
made no exception for people 
seeking asylum.

Since then though, 111 
countries have found “prag-
matic solutions” to ensure asy-
lum processes can remain 
functional, UNHcr said.

despite this, new asylum 
applications dropped by a 
third during the first half of 
this year compared to the 
same period last year.

At the same time, the number 
of vulnerable refugees resettled 
to third countries was slashed 
in half, to just 17,400 in the first 
half of this year. AFP

refugees 
struggle to 
reach safety 
amid covid
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ASEAN

The Vietnamese Permanent 
mission to the UN held a vir-
tual meeting on december 7 
to summarise activities of the 
ASeAN committee in New 
York (ANYc) this year and 
handed over its current chair-
manship to brunei.

In his remarks at the func-
tion, dang dinh Quy, head 
of the mission, delivered the 
summarisation of the works 
this year.

Accordingly, the committee 
organised two official regular 
meetings, and six dialogues 
with UN member states and or-
ganisations. ASeAN delivered 
36 joint speeches, highlighting 
the bloc’s achievements and 
stances on a host of issues at 
the UN’s key forums.

Following a Vietnamese 
initiative, the issue of ASe-
AN-UN cooperation was dis-
cussed for the first time at a 
UN Security council meeting, 
Quy noted.

Vietnam also initiated, ne-
gotiated and pushed for the 
UN General Assembly’s ap-
proval of a resolution on ASe-
AN-UN cooperation, with a 
record number of 120 UN 
member nations backing the 

decision, he said.
Participating representatives 

of ASeAN member states con-
gratulated Vietnam on its suc-
cessful chairmanship of the 
ASeAN committee this year 
even in the face of the chal-
lenges posed by the covid-19 
pandemic, saying the nation 
has coordinated the bloc’s op-
erations well via creative and 
effective suggestions.

They said the ASeAN soli-
darity and cooperation have 
been strengthened as mem-
ber states have stepped up en-
gagements as well as backed 
each other’s initiatives and 
candidacies for posts at UN 
organisations. 

They lauded the perfor-
mance of Vietnam and In-
donesia as non-permanent 
members of the UN Security 
council and their joint work 
to boost the image of ASeAN 
at the forum.

brunei, the chair of the com-
mittee next year, said it will 
build on progress achieved 
this year following the coun-
try’s theme of We Care. We 
Prepare. We Prosper set for its 
ASeAN chairmanship. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

mYANmAr is due to get a 
covid-19 vaccine only for 
20 per cent of its population 
next year under the cOVAX 
programme and the jabs will 
not come all at once, said the 
Union minister for health and 
Sports myint htwe during the 
meeting of the cOVAX Nation-
al coordinating committee 
(cNcc) on december 5.

The minister discussed 
matters related to the rounds 
of immunisation planned 
from the second quarter of 
next year, which were to be 
reported to Gavi, the vaccine 
alliance, on december 7 un-
der the cOVAX plan.

These include the immuni-
sation of prioritised groups, 
cost sharing between Gavi 
and myanmar, the type of 
vaccine myanmar is willing 
to import, as well as logistics 
and immunisation plans.

he said it was a final and 
detailed discussion by cNcc 
and National Immunisation 
Technical Advisory Group-
NITAG. he also stressed the 
need to consider infrastruc-
ture and human resource sit-
uations of myanmar during 

the immunisation plan.
he expressed his belief that 

myanmar would be success-
ful in its covid-19 vaccina-
tion programmes as it has 
had long-term experience 
in vaccinating the citizens 
against 13 other diseases. but 
he stressed the need to be 
cautious about its cold stor-
age system. The minister said 
preparations were also being 
made for that. 

The minister also said the 
maximum amount of the 
covid vaccine myanmar could 
receive would cover just 20 per 
cent of its population. And the 
amount will be imported in 
instalments, he added.

however, myanmar ambas-
sadors are reaching out in the 
US, the UK, china and India 
to purchase additional jabs 
as required by the nation, the 
union minister promised.

The National committee for 
covid-19 Prevention, control 
and Treatment has also given 
the instruction to buy the re-
quired amount of vaccine with 
the state fund and World bank 
loans, the minister said. ELEVEN 

(MYANMAR)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnam reviews 2020 
performance of ASeAN 
committee in New York

myanmar to get jabs for 
just 20% of population

Indonesia holds nationwide 
poll despite virus warnings

more than a dozen Thai protest leaders 
charged under royal defamation law

I
NdONeSIA held nation-
wide regional elections 
on december 9 with more 
than 100 million voters ex-

pected to cast a ballot, despite 
warnings the poll would wors-
en the nation’s covid-19 crisis.

The archipelago of nearly 
270 million – the world’s 
third-biggest democracy and 
fourth most populous nation 
– delayed the vote originally 
set for September as it strug-
gled to contain soaring infec-
tion rates.

but the polls were resched-
uled, even as critics warned 
over the risks amid wide-
spread violations of virus pro-
tocols, including mask-wear-
ing and social distancing.

“I’m scared many more peo-
ple will be infected and die” 
after the polls, said Siti Zuhro, 
a political analyst at the Indo-
nesian Institute of Sciences.

hundreds of hopefuls are 
vying for 270 positions, in-
cluding regional governors, 
district heads and mayors, 
including President Joko 
“Jokowi” Widodo’s eldest son. 

Voting was expected to 
wrap up around noon local 
time (0500 GmT).

more than 100 million Indo-
nesians are registered to vote 
in the poll staffed by almost 
2.7 million election workers, 
some of whom were tasked 
with taking ballot boxes to 
hospitalised covid patients.

At least five election candi-
dates have reportedly died so 
far and more than 1,000 elec-
tion agency staff were infect-
ed ahead of voting day.

more than 580,000 Indone-

sians have been confirmed as 
having contracted the illness 
while the death toll stands at 
18,000.

but the true scale of the 
crisis is widely believed to be 
much bigger, as testing rates 
are relatively low.

Infections could skyrocket 
above one million after polling 
day, warned hermawan Sapu-
tra at the Indonesian Public 
health experts’ Association.

he said: “The most worry-
ing thing is that it won’t be just 
young, healthy people casting 
their votes, but also the elderly, 
pregnant women and sick peo-
ple – they’re all at high risk.

“The public service an-
nouncements and health pro-
tocols aren’t enough. health 
is being trumped by political 

demands and that’s very con-
cerning. It’s not worth it.”

In the midst of the pandem-
ic, voters have also had little 
chance to interact with can-
didates or understand their 
platforms, dealing a blow to 
a democracy that rose from 
the ashes of the Suharto dic-
tatorship two decades ago, 
analysts said.

Titi Anggraini, an analyst at 
the Association for elections 
and democracy, said: “The 
quality of the campaign has 
declined because of limited 
interaction between voters 
and candidates.

“holding regional elections 
during the pandemic is highly 
risky and costs a lot of money. 
It’s such a waste.”

Jokowi’s son Gibran raka-

buming raka, 33, is running 
for mayor of Solo city in cen-
tral Java, where his father, a 
former furniture seller, start-
ed in politics.

Jokowi’s son-in-law is also 
vying for office, stirring ques-
tions about whether Indone-
sia’s leader is trying to create a 
political dynasty more than a 
year into his second and final 
term.

Vice-president ma’ruf 
Amin’s daughter and defence 
minister Prabowo Subianto’s 
niece are also running for 
elected positions.

meanwhile, Islamist parties 
are looking to score big gains 
in the world’s biggest muslim-
majority nation as they ride a 
tide of rising religious conser-
vatism. AFP

mOre than a dozen leaders of Thailand’s 
pro-democracy protest movement were 
charged on december 8 under the king-
dom’s tough royal defamation law for 
headlining demonstrations demanding 
reforms to the monarchy.

Thailand has strict lese majeste laws, 
enshrined in section 112 of the penal 
code, shielding the ultra-wealthy King 
maha Vajiralongkorn from criticism.

but that has not stopped a youth-led 
movement from demanding reform – 
including the abolition of the law in a 
direct challenge to the monarchy.

On december 8 authorities sum-
moned prominent protest figures to 
charge them under section 112 at police 
stations across bangkok and neighbour-
ing Nonthaburi province.

eleven were charged for with lese 
majeste crimes the first time, but it was 
a second for three others – Panupong 
“mike” Jadnok, Parit “Penguin” chiwarak, 
and Panusaya “rung” Sithijirawattanakul.

Voicing defiance as they left the police 
station, those charged wore T-shirts em-
blazoned with the number “112” and a 
strike through it.

“The Thai government is using the 
monarchy and section 112 to target peo-
ple who have different political stances,” 
Panupong said, insisting the movement 
will continue unabated. 

“Using 112 against us could light the fire 
for us, for the people who disagree with the 
existence of the law,” he told reporters.

Anyone convicted under section 112 
faces between three to 15 years in prison 
per charge. 

The law has long drawn criticism from 
human rights activists, who say it is a 
tool to suppress dissent. 

The use of it has slowed since 2018 due 
to the “mercy” of the king, according to 
Prime minister Prayut chan-o-cha, but 
last month the premier gave the green light 
to deploy it again after months of protests.

Since then, some 16 protest leaders 
have been charged.

It will send the message that “the estab-

lished centres of power . . . will ride out the 
storm and prevail at any cost”, said political 
scientist Thitinan Pongsudhirak of chula-
longkorn University on december 8.

but “tightening repression will likely 
radicalise the protest movement be-
cause their genuine grievances have no 
outlet”, he added.

besides calling for royal reform, pro-
testers are demanding a rewrite of a 
military-scripted constitution and the 
resignation of Prayut – who they consid-
er illegitimate because as army chief he 
masterminded the 2014 coup. AFP

Supporters of Indonesia’s President Joko ‘Jokowi’ Widodo wave a giant Indonesian flag in Jakarta on October 
20, last year, ahead of Widodo’s inauguration for a second term. AFP

The Vietnamese Permanent Mission to the UN held a virtual meeting on 
Monday to summarise activities of the ASEAN Committee in New York 
(ANYC) this year. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

Authorities summoned prominent protest figures to charge them under section 112 at police 
stations across Bangkok and neighbouring Nonthaburi province on Tuesday. AFP
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‘N
ever let a good crisis go 
to waste,” said Winston 
churchill, during World 
War II. These words 

should well inspire us all who bear 
the brunt of the covid-19 pandemic. 
everyone needs to exit this situation 
and build back better. 

Today, people in Jakarta can see 
Puncak in the beautiful blue sky from 
their homes. There is less Pm 2.5 in 
the air in bangkok so we can breathe 
easier. Were there no covid-19, we 
would not have witnessed such 
majestic creatures such as dugongs, 
sea turtles flourishing along previ-
ously touristy beaches, nor would the 
corals have the chance to recover 
from trampling feet. 

but while covid-19 may have some 
beneficial impacts on our environ-
ment, the pandemic has greatly 
affected humans socially and eco-
nomically. covid-19 exposed the 
flaws within the global supply chains 
of goods and services. 

As the two largest economies in 
ASeAN, with combined gross domes-
tic product (GdP) accounting for 
over 50 per cent of ASeAN, Thailand 
and Indonesia have enormous 
potential for collaboration in the 
post-covid world. We should explore 
possibilities to build resilient supply 
chains together in order to leverage 
our abundant raw materials, man-
power and readily available markets.   

Indonesian deputy foreign minister 
mahendra Siregar said on November 
11 during a webinar on Thailand-In-
donesia relations that the two coun-
tries must work together to identify 
collaboration opportunities to inte-
grate our economies, to become part-
ners in regional and global value 
chains, to replace our heavy depend-
ence on any particular country. 

I applaud and share his long-sighted 
vision on this. The economies of Thai-
land and Indonesia have not only 
similar competitions but also different 
advantage complementarities. 

With Indonesia’s vision 2045 vs 
Thailand National Strategy 2037, plus 
the making Indonesia 4.0 vs Thailand 
4.0 policy, Thailand and Indonesia can 
leverage each other’s economic 
potential to reap advantages and con-
nect the seas with mainland South-
east Asia – connecting the connectivi-
ty – in terms of economic, investment, 
infrastructure and digital platforms. 

Indonesia wisely and expeditiously 
puts through the omnibus law on job 
creation, the first of its kind in the 

country’s history, right just in time for 
the regional comprehensive econom-
ic Partnership (rceP), the first world’s 
largest free trade agreement that was 
historically signed at the 37th ASeAN 
Summit by 15 countries, including the 
three largest economies in Asia and 
ASeAN, covering more than 40 per 
cent of the world population. 

This is a significant game changer 
for ASeAN and the region, as the 
rceP will liberate trade, services, 
investment, e-commerce, customs, 
trade facilitations, etc. 

This regional trading platform will 

provide much better comparative 
regional supply chains to the world, 
with its newly integrated Asia trading 
standards. 

For the post-covid-19 world and 
with rceP as our supporting eco-sys-
tem, Thailand and Indonesia can 
grasp this opportunity to reset our 
relations to forge a stronger economic 
strategic partnership. We should look 
at new initiatives above and beyond 
conventional practices/obstacles. This 
will enable us to find ways to collabo-
rate and synergise our comparative 

strengths and advantages further. 
To name but a few, our areas of pos-

sible matching collaboration are food 
and food processing in agricultural and 
fishery products, medical and public 
health, energy and natural resources 
industries, and logistics development. 
digital infrastructure, e-commerce and 
bio-circular-Green economy are also 
both priorities. Strengthening our 
Smes and human development, 
including up-skilling and reskilling in 
our prioritised businesses should also 
be the thrust of our cooperation. 

Not only Thailand and Indonesia 

but ASeAN also should rethink of our 
future collaboration to create a new 
regional economic model with its 
new growth engine and integrated 
digital platforms. 

ASeAN’s recent success in the 
establishment of covid-19 ASeAN 
response Fund, ASeAN regional 
reserve of medical Supplies for Pub-
lic Health emergencies, ASeAN com-
prehensive recovery Framework and 
the ASeAN centre for Public Health 
emergencies and emerging diseases 
can certainly provide health security 

for us in the forthcoming years. 
This year marks the 70th anniversa-

ry of diplomatic relations between 
Thailand and Indonesia, though our 
friendship dates back to 1871 when 
King chulalongkorn (King rama V) 
of Siam travelled to Java in an over-
seas visit. evidence of this historical 
tie is the elephant statue in front of 
the National museum in Jakarta. The 
statue was a gift from King rama V to 
Indonesia. It is one of the only two 
elephant statues in existence that 
King rama V presented to foreign 
countries that he visited. 

Our friendship has withstood the test 
of time based on the fusion of com-
mon values and affection. but our dif-
ferences also provide us with opportu-
nities.  That argues well for the next 
many years along our paths and 
visions toward high income countries 
as we identify and help support each 
other to grow together and advance 
the Thailand-Indonesia relationship.  

At present, we both need to survive 
and thrive out of the pandemic. It 
will be a waste not to take advantage 
of this situation to forge further our 
economic collaborations that can 
build back a better future for our eco-
nomic resiliency and sustainability. 

Therefore, it is an opportune time 
for Thailand and Indonesia to reset 
our economic cooperation and start 
doing business as unusual. THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK 

The writer is ambassador of Thailand to Indonesia

Opinion
Songphol Sukchan

Time to reset: Business as unusual 
for Indonesia and Thailand

Representatives of signatory countries are pictured on screen during the signing ceremony for the Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) trade pact at the ASEAN summit held online in Hanoi on November 15. afp

ASEAN also should rethink of 
our future collaboration to 

create a new regional 
economic model 



Roth Sochieata
 

A 
MAGICAL wardrobe 
in the well-known 
fantasy novels The 
Chronicles of Narnia, 

where the protagonist enters 
a wardrobe that immediately 
transports her into a very dif-
ferent world, illustrates what 
people feel upon entering the 
Odom Garden Park.

As the road fronting the 
park is noisy, busy and hot, 
few might think it would hide 
a cool 4,000sqm family and 
dog-friendly park – probably 
the only one in Cambodia – 
surrounded with trees and a 
cafe right smack in the centre 
of the city.

It’s a perfect spot for animal 
lovers and their four-legged 
friends to unwind. The park 
has a fenced-in area for dogs 
to run around to their hearts’ 
content while owners chill 
surrounded by the lush tropi-
cal greens.

Sven Adler, a project man-
ager for Urban Living Solu-
tions (ULS), the developers 

of the garden, tells The Post: 
“We went to have a look at 
the undeveloped space, saw 
all those mature trees and felt 
the micro-climate there. It 
was a fantastic space right at 
the centre of Phnom Penh.

“We thought it would be a 
shame to bulldoze the place 
and let it go to waste. So we 
decided to open it to the pub-
lic and in the meantime make 
it accessible for the commu-
nity before our construction 
project begins.” 

But the park does not have 
much time to exist. A commer-
cial and residential complex is 
set to begin construction at 
the spot in April next year.

Adler said they have carried 
out some maintenance and a 
few improvements to attract 
more people to the park for 
the time being.

“If it’s just a green space one 
might just go for a short walk 
and then leave. We want to 
give people a reason to stay 
longer. And we thought it 
would be nice if people can 
sit and have a drink or a meal. 

That’s when the restaurant 
came into being.

“We then came across Bo-
tanico as a potential partner 
in the park project, and they 
were excited to open their 
second venue here,” he says. 

The park has held events 
and open fairs where as-
sorted goods were sold. Yet it 
does not charge any entrance 
fees. Access to the entire park 
is free to the public, including 
dog lovers.

People go to the park with 
their furry friends to enjoy the 
area, while children conquer 
the playground, the swing 
and water pipes to cool their 
legs. The park is also suitable 
for those who wish to work on 
their computers, study, read 
or do yoga.

Botanico general manager 
Greg Beshers says: “The park 
and the restaurant opened on 
August 1. It all happened at 
once so when people arrived, 
they could enjoy the food and 
drinks and of course the open 
space, too.”

Beshers says he has a small-
er menu at Odom Garden 
Park compared to Botanico’s 
other outlet in Phnom Penh. 
Botanico Odom Garden Park 
serves chicken wings, burgers, 
fries, sandwiches, hummus 
and more.

“We always try to come up 
with other items on the menu 
to give it some variety. With 
the help of ULS, we have twice 
played music and offered food 
to accompany it, too.

“The first was an Ameri-
can barbeque matched with 
an American country music 
concert while the second was 
a German food fair paired 
with German classical mu-
sic,” he says.

Beshers says he considered 
offering local dishes such 
as beef loklak at the park, 
but after much thought, he 
decided that if someone 
wanted to have a local dish 
they would surely know best 
where to get it. 

“So if they come here, they 
might want to try something a 
little different from our menu 
while enjoying the park, too,” 
he says.

Among the dishes that Bo-
tanico serves, Beshers says 
the best sellers are the mini 
burgers, club sandwich and 
hummus.

The mini burgers are made 
from 100 per cent Australian 
beef that’s magically ground 
to perfection for the popular 
“sliders” with cashew pesto 
sauce which sell for $7.75.

Their club sandwich for 
$7.00 is two meals in one and 
comes with grilled chicken, 
pork-belly strips, cheese and 

fresh greens.
The hummus is described 

as a timeless Mediterranean 
“mezze” centre piece served 
with a sliced baguette for 
$5.00.

Many types of events, are  
scheduled for the upcoming 
months. The Odom farmers 
market occurs monthly and 
offers an exciting array of lo-
cally made products.

There will be an organic 
produce fair, more fresh food 
and those of the vendor va-
riety too such as homeware. 
Children’s books, fashion ac-
cessories, fast food, and so 
much more!

Adler and Beshers remind 
people to keep an eye out for 
upcoming events on the ULS 
and Botanico at Odom Gar-
den Facebook pages where 
weekly events are promoted.

“The park is always open to 
the public. Anyone curious is 
welcome to visit. We intend to 

have the park easily accessible 
to allow everyone to enjoy it.

“We use the stage once 
in a while when we have a 
live event. Soon, we will add 
picnic mats, too. So far, the 
feedback that we’ve received 
is that people love the green 
space. Some even say they 
feel as though they are up a 
mountain.

“It’s fairly safe here. Par-
ents appreciate that they can 
have their children and furry 
friends running around with-
out having to worry that they 
might get hit by cars or mo-
torbikes,” says Adler.

Odom Garden Park and 
Botanico Odom Garden are 
open from 8am-10pm from 
Monday to Thursday and un-
til 11pm on Fridays and Sat-
urdays. They close at 7pm on 
Sundays. 

The park is located at 158-
160 Norodom Boulevard in 
Phnom Penh.
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Odom Garden Park, hidden 
oasis for stress relief with 
furry friends in Phnom Penh

People can exercise with their pets for free in Odom Garden Park. HONG MENEA

Botanico Odom Garden Park serves 
snacks and craft beer. HONG MENEA

Mini burgers, club sandwich and hummus price between $5.00 and 
$7.75. YOUSOS ADULRASHIM



D
iminutive malay-
sian delivery rider 
muhammad Sidek 
Osman cuts a strik-

ing figure weaving through 
traffic on a modified four-
wheeled motorbike, on his 
way to drop off food.

Birth complications left him 
stooped and shorter than 
average at just 108cm, mak-
ing even simple tasks such as 
climbing stairs a challenge.

“Being like this, it’s a bit hard 
to work – it’s a bit hard to do 
anything,” the 21-year told 
AFP at a delivery rider hang-
out on the outskirts of Kuala 
Lumpur.

But on his modified mo-
torcycle, Sidek becomes a 
different man – zipping from 
restaurants to people’s homes 
delivering food, with business 
booming as people stay home 
during the epidemic.

it has not been easy for the 
21-year-old, who now works 
for the transport and delivery 
app Grab.

employers repeatedly reject-
ed him for full-time roles due 
to his disability, leaving him 
with little other option than to 
become a self-employed rider.

Sidek looks on the bright 
side, however, saying he en-
joys his job “because you get 
to interact with other riders 
and customers”.

Riders with disabilities are 
a rare sight in the Southeast 
Asian nation, home to an army 
of bikers tirelessly delivering 
items ordered on mobile apps.

But life in general is not easy 
for members of the disabled 
community as there is little 
in the way of infrastructure – 
such as wheelchair access – to 
help them.

‘Can you work here?’ 
the government has not been 

proactive enough in protecting 
the rights of those with disabili-
ties, said v murugesan, presi-
dent of the Damai Disabled 
Person Association of malaysia.

“the discrimination will 
cease when the government 
makes necessary changes,” 
he said.

Sidek said he experienced 
this first-hand.

After finishing school, em-
ployers rejected him for what 
he described as “normal” jobs 
– without giving further de-
tails – forcing him to take on 
piecemeal work.

During one interview, “they 
asked for someone tall”, he re-
called. “they asked me: ‘Can 
you really work here?’”

Still, Sidek is not one to dwell 
on the past and is happy to 
have a steady income during 
the coronavirus pandemic.

He started working 

as a delivery rider soon after 
malaysia imposed a nation-
wide lockdown in mid-march, 
which saw many businesses 
closed and people confined 
to their homes for weeks.

“During these times, if 
you can work, just do what-
ever is available,” he said, 
adding that he earns up to 
100 ringgit ($25) a day from 
deliveries.

He is also convinced of the 
important role delivery rid-
ers are playing as malaysia’s 
outbreak worsens, leaving 
people reluctant to head out 
to restaurants and shops.

the country recently re-im-
posed some restrictions after 
a surge in coronavirus cases, 
and has so far reported more 
than 68,000 infections and 
over 360 deaths.

He said: “During this lock-
down, we riders are front-
liners because we take care 

of people by delivering 
food so that Covid cas-
es won’t rise.” AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Salome’s royal audience
  6 Capture
 11 No longer is
 14 Catlike
 15 Bermuda or Vidalia
 16 Halloween mo.
 17 Rustic hobby
 19 Miner’s find
 20 Bank contents
 21 More benevolent
 23 Northbound, on most maps
 26 Like Columbus, by birth
 27 Icelandic coins
 28 Up-to-date
 29 Breath contents
 30 Purple Heart, e.g.
 32 Cordage fiber
 35 Aria, e.g.
 37 Alarm clock, at times
 39 Cathedral recess
 40 Create, as a scholarship
 42 Chart anew
 44 Mozart’s “L’___ del Cairo”
 45 Tremble with cold or fear

 47 “Wide to the right!”
 49 Fast driver
 51 Dracula and Basie
 52 Police line
 53 Key material
 55 Rhyming boxing champ
 56 Places of marvels, in fantasies
 61 Deception
 62 Banana oil, e.g.
 63 Battery part
 64 ___ and don’ts
 65 Back-to-health program, briefly
 66 Fritter away
DOWN
  1 “Hee ___”
  2 “I” problem
  3 Copacabana site
  4 “The ___ and the Sea”
  5 Good form
  6 Achy
  7 Deadly sin
  8 Three, on sundials
  9 Spaced out
 10 They might backfire
 11 It may help stir the batter
 12 Farm measures

 13 About 1.3 cubic yards
 18 President Jackson
 22 Bucket wheel used for irrigation
 23 Authoritative proclamation
 24 Petrel bird with saw-toothed bills
 25 Baseball championship
 26 Artificial human of Jewishfolklore
 28 Creator
 31 Risk taker
 33 English race place
 34 Investigation aids
 36 ___ and aahed
 38 Ill will
 41 Surviving spouse
 43 Relief measure of Elizabethan 

times
 46 Veinlike
 48 Neighbor of Brazil
 49 Bring to a near-boil
 50 Salk’s conquest
 53 “I had no ___!”
 54 Sentence part
 57 Advanced degree?
 58 Discouraging words
 59 Banned bug-killer
 60 “Comprende?”

“WO IS ME” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

Muhammad Sidek Osman is not one to dwell on the past and is happy to have a steady income during the 
coronavirus pandemic. AFP 

Muhammad Sidek Osman, a Grab food delivery man born disabled due 
to birth complications, carries orders towards his modified motorbike 
outside a restaurant in Gombak. AFP

Muhammad Sidek Osman inspects his modified motorbike as he arrives at a restaurant to meet friends. AFP

Disabled malaysian gets 
big break in food delivery 
industry amid Covid-19
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Ko aims for major win at US Women’s Open
W

Orld No1 Ko Jin-young 
of South Korea chases 
the major golf title she 
most dreamed about 

when the US Women’s Open begins on 
december 10 in Houston, Texas.

The 25-year-old from Seoul, a two-
time major champion, spent most of 
the year in her homeland after the 
pandemic shut down the lPGA Tour 
from February to the end of July.

but Ko came to the United States 
last month and played in two tune-
up events, placing fifth last week in 
dallas, to prepare for the year’s final 
major at champions Golf club.

One of Ko’s earliest golf memories 
was watching South Korea’s Pak Se-ri 
win the 1988 US Women’s Open just 
seven weeks after taking her first ma-
jor title at the lPGA championship.

“When I was three years old, I 
watched the TV on my father’s knee 
about Se ri’s win when she won this 
tournament, and then I saw that 
I want to play golf, so I started,” Ko 
said december 8.

“So yeah, I want to get the US Open 
trophy.”

Ko captured her first two major 
titles last year at the ANA Inspiration 
and the evian championship but has 
not played a major event this year, 
only returning ahead of the Open and 
next week’s season-ending lPGA Tour 
championship.

“To be honest, it feels weird be-
cause I was playing in december 
around christmas day. It’s the first 
time [since then],” Ko said. “but the 
course is tough, and then everyone 
looks nervous, too, so it’s fun.”

because of the large field and lim-

ited daylight hours, the first two 
rounds will be played over two cours-
es, cypress and Jack rabbit.

“It’s tough. I have to play two 
courses, but 18 holes for the practice 
round. It’s a little bit tiring to me,” Ko 
said.

“but this is the same condition for 
everyone, so I accept it. I look for-
ward for the tournament.”

Ko expects that distance and accu-
racy with her drivers will be crucial.

“I want to try little hit like strong 
driver,” she said. “I will just keep my 

swing and my energy. That’s all.
“cypress is bigger. The greens are 

very big, and then the fairways are 
narrow. I like the cypress course 
more because the setup and every-
thing is more clear.

“but I like Jack rabbit, too. Jack 

rabbit’s greens are smaller than cy-
press. I think I will play every club in 
the bag for this course.”

Kim chases No1 spot
Among Ko’s top rivals this week will 

be second-ranked Kim Sei-young of 
South Korea, who won her first major 
title in October at the Women’s PGA 
championship. 

She followed that with her 12th 
lPGA title last month at the Pelican 
Women’s championship in Ko’s lPGA 
return event.

Kim has the chance to overtake Ko 
for the world No1 spot this week.

“Obviously, it would feel incred-
ible,” Kim said. “Since I was young, I 
dreamt of being No1 in the world one 
day, and I’m glad that I have a chance 
to do that.”

Kim feels greater pressure now that 
she is a major champion.

“I think there’s a bit more pressure 
being a major champion coming to a 
major tournament, but again, nothing 
is going to change with my prepara-
tion,” she said. “I’m going to try to stay 
composed and try to finish strong.”

Kim, who skipped last week’s event 
to practice twice in Houston, is the 
lPGA’s hottest player with two wins 
in her past three starts, a form she 
credits to consistency.

“I felt like, previously, my game 
fluctuated quite a bit throughout 
the season,” she said. “but this sea-
son, the difference is I have been 
able to be consistent with my per-
formance.

“And because I’m playing well, I just 
want to continue on this momentum 
and try to finish strong.” AFP

Qatar to participate in european 
qualifying prior to 2022 World cup

ex-rugby internationals take legal action over brain injuries

WOrld cup 2022 hosts Qatar will play in 
UeFA qualifying, the country’s football 
association said on december 8, and will 
be placed in one of the five-team groups.

The decision is intended to give Qatar 
match preparation ahead of the global 
football spectacle due to be held in 
November and december 2022. 

“Qatar will join Group A alongside Por-
tugal, Serbia, republic of Ireland, luxem-
bourg and Azerbaijan,” the Qatar Football 
Association (QFA) said in a statement.

Qatar will play the team with a rest day 
in each round of matches.

“As the next FIFA World cup host nation, 
Qatar has already qualified for the tourna-
ment – meaning any results involving 
Qatar will not count toward qualification,” 
the QFA said.

“Qatar will play its ‘home’ matches in 
europe in order to allow short travel times 
for their opponents.”

The european qualifying competition 
begins in march, with 13 countries from 

the continent going through to the 
32-team finals.

There will be three rounds of fixtures in 
march, three more in September and two 
each in October and November.

Only the winners of the 10 groups will 
qualify automatically for the finals.

Qatar have previously joined tourna-
ments staged by other federations than its 
own Asian-region AFc, playing in the copa 
America in 2019 where they will participate 
again in 2021. AFP

eNGlANd World cup winner Steve 
Thompson is among a group of former 
internationals planning legal action 
against rugby authorities over brain inju-
ries, said rylands, the law firm leading the 
case, on december 8.

Thompson, who says he doesn’t recall 
winning the 2003 World cup, is part of the 
group, along with another ex-england 
player, michael lipman, and former Wales 
international Alix Popham.

The planned action is against World 
rugby, the rugby Football Union (rFU) 
and the Welsh rugby Union (WrU), for 
“failure to protect [the claimants] from the 
risks caused by concussions”.

The players have also created 15 “com-
mandments” which they feel World rugby 
should adopt to make the game safer.

Thompson, lipman and Popham are part 
of a test group of eight players, but richard 
boardman of rylands said he is representing 
more than 100 players, whose ages range 
from their 20s to their 50s, many of whom 
show symptoms of neurological problems.

boardman said he wanted World rugby 
to make immediate changes to address the 

issue, a growing concern in many sports.
“The obvious first step is for World rug-

by, the rFU and WrU to stop being in 
denial and acknowledge that there is a 
problem,” boardman added.

Thompson, 42, was diagnosed with 
early onset dementia (eOd) and probable 
cTe (chronic traumatic encephalopathy) 
in November.

“I have no recollection of winning the 
World cup in 2003, or of being in Austral-
ia for the tournament,” he said.

“Knowing what I know now, I wish that 
I had never turned professional. I went 
from training twice a week to training 
every day, sometimes twice a day.

“many of those training sessions were 
contact sessions. It was not uncommon for 
me to be left dazed, seeing white spots and 
not knowing where I was for a few seconds. 
Sometimes, I would pass out completely. 
It was just an accepted part and parcel of 
training.”

Popham, 41, was diagnosed with trau-
matic brain injury, eOd and probable cTe 
in April. He said the diagnosis had turned 
his world upside down.

“We had an answer to why I was strug-
gling so much, but my future looked bleak. 
mel and I only married last year. We were 
hoping to have another child, too, but that’s 
just not going to be possible now,” he said.

lipman, 40, was diagnosed with eOd 
and probable cTe three weeks ago.

“This is something I will be battling for-
ever, and ultimately I won’t win,” he said.

boardman said senior figures in the 
game had been discussing the issue of 
head injuries since at least 1975.

but he added: “Inexplicably, the game’s 
approach to concussions [has] become 
less progressive in the professional era, as 
evidenced by the three-week mandatory 
break following a concussion being 
reduced to just six days in 2011.

“Whilst health and safety has moved in the 
wrong direction, the professional game has 
become a game with increasing collisions as 
players get heavier, stronger and faster.”

Proposals to make the game safer include 
abolishing contracts that compel injured 
players to play in order to get paid and 
limiting the number of contact sessions 
permitted in training. AFP

South Korea’s Ko Jin-young watches her drive from the 3rd tee on the third day of the 2019 Women’s British Open golf championship 
at Woburn Golf Club, in Milton Keynes, north of London, on August 3 last year. AFP

Qatar’s starting eleven pose ahead of a World Cup 2022 Asian qualifying 
match between Qatar and Oman in Doha on October 15, 2019. AFP

England’s Steve Thompson (left) vies with Georgia’s Givi Berishvili during 
the 2011 Rugby World Cup pool B match England vs Georgia at Otago 
Stadium in Dunedin on September 18, 2011. AFP
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man Utd exits champions 
League in defeat to Leipzig
m

anchester United were 
knocked out of the champi-
ons League after a 3-2 defeat 
by rb Leipzig on tuesday, 

while Paris saint-Germain’s qualification 
for the last 16 was overshadowed by a 
racism row involving a match official that 
caused their game against Istanbul ba-
saksehir to be suspended for 24 hours. 

cristiano ronaldo scored two penal-
ties as Juventus blew away Lionel messi’s 
struggling barcelona 3-0 to wrest first place 
in Group G away from the spanish giants.

Lazio also secured a spot in the knockout 
rounds for the first time in two decades 
following a tense 2-2 draw at home to club 
brugge in the pouring rain in rome.

requiring just a point to advance, Ole 
Gunnar solskjaer’s side fell behind to an 
angelino goal inside two minutes in Ger-
many. amadou haidara soon added a 
second and United and were trailing 3-0 
heading into the final quarter after a Jus-
tin Kluivert strike.

bruno Fernandes’s penalty and a de-
flected Paul Pogba header gave United 
a lifeline but Leipzig, who reached the 
semi-finals last term, held on to move top 
of Group h on 12 points.

“We started too late. We showed great 
spirit to come back again, but you can’t 
give a team a 3-0 lead and expect to come 
back,” said solskjaer.

Leipzig must wait until Wednesday to 
find out whether they finish first or second 
in the section, after the contest between 
last season’s runners-up PsG and turkish 
champions basaksehir was interrupted 
with the score 0-0 in the 14th minute.

Players walked off in Paris amid allega-
tions of racism by the fourth official, in 
an unprecedented incident in european 
football’s elite club competition.

the row erupted after basaksehir assis-
tant coach Pierre Webo, the former cam-
eroon international, was shown a red card 
during a fierce row on the touchline with 
staff from the turkish club appearing to 
accuse the official of using a racist term.

television microphones picked up a fu-
rious Webo repeatedly asking why a racist 
term had been used to describe him.

turkish President recep tayyip erdo-
gan said he “strongly” condemned the in-

cident, while UeFa announced it would 
open a “thorough investigation”.

In a statement, UeFa confirmed the 
game would, “on an exceptional basis”, 
restart from where it was stopped on 
Wednesday at 1755 Gmt, “with a new 
team of match officials”.

PsG, who advanced following United’s 
loss, will claim top spot with victory.

Moukoko enters record books
andrea Pirlo’s Juventus avenged a 2-0 

home loss to barcelona in October when 
ronaldo was sidelined with covid-19, 
edging their opponents on head-to-head 
record and heaping more pressure on 
ronald Koeman.

“We’re very happy. We knew it was al-
most mission impossible (to come top),” 
ronaldo told movistar. “the key was to 
start the match well and from there we 
saw it was possible.”

Weston mcKennie scored in between 
ronaldo’s two spot-kicks at the camp 
nou as barca, off to their worst La Liga 
start in 33 years, were denied a sixth win 
from six in europe.

denys Popov’s header earned dynamo 
Kiev a 1-0 victory over their former star 

serhiy rebrov and Ferencvaros in the 
group’s other game, offering them a place 
in the europa League.

borussia dortmund striker Youssoufa 
moukoko, aged 16 years and 18 days, be-
came the youngest player in champions 
League history as he came off the bench 
on the 58th-minute in a 2-1 victory away 
to Zenit saint Petersburg.

It was cameroon-born moukoko’s eu-
ropean debut as a substitute. he broke 
the previous record of celestine babaya-
ro, who was 16 years and 87 days when he 
played for anderlecht in november 1994.

dortmund, who had already qualified 
for the last 16, equalised within minutes 
of moukoko’s introduction, with Lukasz 
Piszczek cancelling out sebastian dri-
ussi’s first-half goal before axel Witsel 
scored the winner.

Jorginho spared chelsea’s blushes as his 
penalty rescued a 1-1 draw against Krasn-
odar in Group e following remy cabella’s 
opener in London.

Frank Lampard’s side were already as-
sured of finishing top, while goals from 
Jules Kounde and two Youssef en-nesyri 
goals eased sevilla to a 3-1 victory at 
rennes. AFP

harden joins workout 
amid rockets revamp

mLs records near $1 billion losses in 2020 revenues

three-time reigning nba 
scoring champion James hard-
en reported to the houston 
rockets training camp tuesday 
with coach stephen silas con-
fident he can build a successful 
relationship with the superstar 
guard.

harden has been unhappy at 
being the centerpiece in the 
rockets’ rebuild and is faced 
with a new coach, general 
manager and nine recent arriv-
als, including John Wall arriving 
from Washington in a deal for 
2017 nba mVP russell West-
brook.

harden had reportedly been 
linked to wanting a deal to the 
brooklyn nets to join Kevin 
durant and Kyrie Irving, but 
the rockets wanted so much in 
return for the nba’s top scorer 
that no club was likely to make 
such an offer.

that had left harden unhap-
py and he was absent for the 
first three days of rockets’ 
workouts before he was tested 
for covid-19 as part of the nba’s 
safety protocol Wednesday.

harden could practice with the 
rockets ahead of their pre-season 
opener on Friday at chicago.

the rockets began workouts 
on sunday and silas said on 
monday there was no timeta-

ble for disgruntled harden to 
arrive, calling his absence a 
“setback”, but silas was hopeful 
of building a relationship, say-
ing he had not spoken with 
harden to give him some 
“space.”

“trust is built day to day and 
once the relationship begins, 
we’ll begin that process of 
trust,” silas said.

silas was named coach of the 
rockets six weeks ago as part of 
major changes in the organisa-
tion.

the team has a new general 
manager in rafael stone, who 
replaced daryl morey, the new 
Philadelphia 76ers president of 
basketball operations.

harden’s arrival came as 
esPn reported he has made it 
known he would welcome a 
trade to Philadelphia, which 
boasts cameroon big man Joel 
embiid and australian guard 
ben simmons as well as 
morey.

silas said harden should be 
able to quickly absorb what the 
rockets have done over the first 
three days of practice.

“elite players have a way of 
learning fast, fitting in and 
making everyone better,” silas 
said. “there will be some sort 
of learning curve.” AFP

maJOr League soccer lost 
nearly $1 billion in revenues in 
a pandemic-hit 2020 season, 
commissioner don Garber 
said tuesday, and it must make 

key decisions for 2021 with-
out knowing when spectators 
might fill stadiums again.

Garber said the 26-team 
league is concerned about next 

year’s prospects even with a 
covid-19 vaccine on the ho-
rizon as it would be unable to 
handle another year like 2020.

“the losses have been dra-
matic,” said Garber. “clubs 
are going to have to manage 
their economics as diligently 
as possible. We’ll make adjust-
ments... that’s the reality of 
managing a pro sports league 
in the middle of a pandemic.”

mLs concludes its 25th 
campaign saturday when the 
defending champion seattle 
sounders try to capture their 
third title in five seasons by 
beating the host columbus 
crew in the mLs cup final.

the season was shut down 
after two weeks last march by 
covid-19. teams returned with 
an “mLs Is back” tournament 
won by Portland in a bubble 
atmosphere in Orlando, then 

finished the season in empty 
home stadiums. “Our revenue 
for the enterprise, our league 
and our clubs, is down almost a 
billion dollars compared to last 
year,” Garber said.

teams have announced lay-
offs, players took a 5 per cent 
pay cut and mLs has laid off 
20 percent of its staff.

“this pandemic is raging at 
far deeper and more critical 
levels than it was even when we 
postponed the league in early 
march. right now our teams 
have been able to manage... 
through their own equity infu-
sions and ability to put debt on 
their clubs.” Garber said. 

mLs also had the extra ex-
penses of chartering players 
to matches and funding the 
bubble to recover some match 
telecast money.

“While that was able to allow 

us to capture some revenue, the 
expenses of housing so many 
players and operating those 
games and creating the vir-
tual stadiums were enormous,” 
Garber said.

“the impact of all this is prob-
ably deeper than what we ex-
pected and that is concerning 
to us... We’re concerned about 
what this will look like leading 
into 2021 and are working, as 
I’m sure everybody could imag-
ine, on figuring out how we 
could manage through that.

“I’m very hopeful that 2021 
will be a way better year than 
2020, because I don’t think any 
business could sustain the kind 
of impact we sustained in 2020 
for two years in a row.”

MLS back in mid-March?
While key media rights deals 

are locked in until the end of 

2022, mLs eyes a mid-march 
start with no fans in venues due 
to different covid-19 safety re-
strictions in each locations.

“We can’t wait for an under-
standing of the impact on the 
vaccine,” Garber said. “We aren’t 
going to know that and we have 
to set a schedule... Just the idea 
that the vaccine is available 
does not give us an indication 
fans will be returning to stadi-
ums. It’s not just about fans. It’s 
about are we going to retain as 
much of our sponsor and me-
dia revenue.

austin Fc is set to join mLs 
as an expansion club in 2021, 
when new stadiums in colum-
bus and cincinnati are also set 
to open. the league is set to 
welcome charlotte in 2022 and 
new clubs in sacramento and 
st. Louis in 2023 to lift mLs to 
30 teams. AFP

Manchester United striker Marcus Rashford (left) and Leipzig midfielder Amadou Haidara    
(centre) vie for the ball during the UEFA Champions League Group H football match. AFP

Houston Rockets star player James Harden (C) takes part in a team 
practice session in Tokyo on October 9, 2019. AFP

Major League Soccer (MLS) commissioner Don Garber speaks before 
unveiling the new MLS logo during an event in New York. AFP
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