
Niem Chheng

THE Phnom Penh Municipal Hall has 
rejected a plan by local and interna-
tional rights organisations to cele-
brate Human Rights Day with a mass 
gathering at the capital’s Freedom 
Park due to the recent Covid-19 com-
munity transmissions. 

City hall spokesman Meth Meas Pheak-
dey told The Post on December 3 that the 
proposed event is not appropriate given 

the country’s current situation. 
“According to their proposal, there 

would have been up to 1,500 partici-
pants. This is a large number, and it 
comes at a time when [Covid-19] 
transmission is recurring. We are at a 
critical moment now with transmis-
sion at the community level. 

“The national and local authorities are 
taking steps to curb the spread among 
the populace. At this time, we can’t per-
mit such a gathering, and we have 

informed them of this,” Pheakdey said.
Chak Sopheap, executive director 

of the Cambodian Centre for Human 
Rights, said a group of approximate-
ly 50 civil society organisations and 
trade unions from Phnom Penh and 
the provinces had planned to gather 
at Freedom Park for a peaceful cele-
bration of Human Rights Day. 

Their original plan was to assemble 
on December 6, but officials request-
ed that the groups postpone due to 

the current heightened risk of Covid-
19 transmissions. In light of these 
developments, the organisations 
have agreed to delay their gathering, 
though this will be the first time since 
1993 that the December 10 memo-
rial is not celebrated, Sopheap said.

“The Phnom Penh Municipal Hall 
currently prohibits gatherings of more 
than 20 people between November 30 
and December 16, and everyone must 
adhere to this standard, including those 

wishing to celebrate Human Rights 
Day. We agree to comply as long as such 
limitations are necessary to stop the 
spread of Covid-19,” she said.

She added, however, that the govern-
ment must continuously update its 
guidance and Covid-19 mitigation poli-
cies so as to balance the right to health 
with the right to freedom of assembly. 

“The government must ensure that 
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Fishy business
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Local Covid 
transmission 
cases now 19, 
banks closed 
Mom Kunthear

T
HE Ministry of Health on 
December 3 confirmed 
two new Covid-19 cases 
linked to the November 28 

community transmission, bringing 
local transmission cases to 19.

The new cases came as the min-
istry expressed concerns that 
some Covid-19-infected people 
did not show symptoms until the 
13th day of their quarantine.  

One of the two latest community 
transmission cases – a 23-year-old 
Cambodian man living in Veal Sbov 
commune in Phnom Penh’s Chbar 
Ampov district – is a staff member 
of the Bank of China located in the 
Canadia Tower on Preah Monivong 
Blvd. He was in direct contact with 
a 36-year-old woman who tested 
positive on November 29.

The second case is the man’s 
younger sister, a 21-year-old Cam-
bodian woman who works at 
Cathay United Bank on Samdech 
Pan Avenue.

With Prime Minister Hun Sen’s 
consent, the health ministry has 
directed the Bank of China and 
Cathay United Bank to close for at 

least 14 days while testing and 
contact tracing for all employees 
is conducted. All people affected 
by the orders are instructed to self-
quarantine at home.

In response, Canadia Bank man-
agement declared on December 3 
that they would temporarily close 
Canadia Tower as a preventative 
measure, effective immediately.

The announcement requested all 
customers needing banking trans-
actions to use Canadia’s mobile 
banking app or internet banking 
services, as well as its ATMs and 
other branches in Phnom Penh, 
Koh Pich and around the country.

Radio France Internationale 
also announced on the same day 
that its broadcasts would be sus-
pended due to the closure of its 
office located in Canadia Tower.

The health ministry further 
announced that two additional sites 
– at the Ministry of Interior and 
National Olympic Stadium – would 
be made available as Covid-19 testing 
locations beginning on December 8.

Since November 28, when the 
first community transmission case 

Thai PM wins crucial legal battle
THAI Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
o-cha survived a legal challenge on 
December 2 over his living arrange-
ments that could have seen him 
thrown out of office, in a court ruling 
that prompted anger among thou-
sands of pro-democracy protesters.

The kingdom’s nine-judge constitu-
tional court ruled that Prayut – already 
under pressure after months of street pro-
tests calling for him to quit – was not guilty 
of conflict of interest by living in an army 
residence after leaving the military.

Thousands of protesters defied a 
warning from the court to respect its 
ruling, taking to the streets to con-
demn the verdict as unjust.

The court ruled that Prayut’s status 
as prime minister entitled him to live 
in the military house even though he 
stepped down as army chief in 2014.

The head justice said: “The status 
of General Prayut Chan-o-cha as 
prime minister and defence minister 
remains unchanged.”

Though widely expected, the ruling 

angered the protest movement that 
has shaken Thailand since July, calling 
for Prayut, who came to power in a 
2014 coup, to quit.

Some 5,000 protesters massed at a 
major intersection in northern Bangkok. 
The rally included uniformed high 
school students wearing hair clips 
shaped like rubber ducks, a symbol of 
the pro-democracy movement.

“I’m not surprised because
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Voun Dara

M
INISTRY of Edu-
cation, Youth 
and Sports is 
conducting the 

first e-learning forum in Cam-
bodia from December 3-4.

The ministry organised the 
forum in collaboration with 
IT Academy STEP Cambodia 
and The Idea Consultancy.  

Around 30 educational 
speakers will share experi-
ences on digital education 
and addressing challenges to 
students, guardians and edu-
cational institutions.

During the forum’s opening 
ceremony on December 3, the 
ministry’s undersecretary of 
state Sann Vathana said the 
two-day forum will have edu-
cational experts, policymakers 
and service providers share 
their personal experience.

He said their full discussion 
and ideas on education policy 
implementation will be bene-

ficial to promoting e-learning. 
“The digital forum is a new 

approach in providing educa-
tion to students in the context 
of Covid-19. We join this forum 
to ensure an effective educa-
tion for our children,” he said. 

Education minister Hang 
Chuon Naron said that since 
March 2020, the ministry has 
started to practice measures 
in enhancing digital learning 
in Cambodia, such as imple-
menting online teaching via 
live video streaming for grade 
1 to grade 12 students.

The purpose of this mea-
sure is to ensure students 
continue to receive education 
from home during the school 
closure period. 

“The e-learning forum is an 
opportunity for us to share 
good practices for improving 
digital learning. It also gives 
an opportunity to our children 
to continue their education 
by using digital platforms like 
Youtube and Facebook on dig-

ital tools, such as computers 
and mobile phones,” he said. 

“The e-learning forum dis-
cusses approaches that can 
enhance digital integration 
in Cambodia and other de-
veloping countries,” he said, 
adding the ministry had also 
been cooperating with the 
Ministry of Information to 
encourage e-learning through 
Youtube and Facebook 

The announcement about 
the forum stated that during the 
digital event, students and all 
participants can view the pre-
sentation from expert speakers 
in the field of education. 

It also has a “question and 
answer” (Q&A) function. 

Additionally, the e-learning 
forum provides news, advices 
and important resources to 
tackle issues related to learn-
ing and teaching. This is done 
through electronic or issues 
of students, students’ guard-
ians, educators and education 
institutions in Cambodia.
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Long Kimmarita

TWENTY two victims of child 
pornography in Siem Reap 
province received $11,000 in 
civil compensation, after the 
Dutch offender Sarot Evrard Ni-
colas served his jail sentence. 

According to Action Pour 
Les Enfants (APLE), this is the 
justice that the male victims 
have been waiting for since 
the sexual offence was com-
mitted on them in 2017.

On December 3, APLE is-
sued a press release saying the 
22 male victims had received 
compensation on November 
26, three years after winning 
the court case against Nicolas 

The press release said that 
Nicolas, 54, was sentenced to 
five years of imprisonment in 
2018 by the Siem Reap Pro-
vincial Court.

He was given an order to 
pay a total compensation 
of 44 million riels (approxi-
mately $11,000) to the 22 
victims, as stated under the 
Article 41 of the Law on Sup-
pression of Human Traffick-
ing and Sexual Exploitation. 

APLE’s lawyer said that the 
process of seeking justice 
for child victims and plain-
tiff is long and difficult. The 
sentence and compensation 
give a sense of justice to the 
victims, helping them in 
their recovery. 

One child victim’s mother 
said, she received the civil 
compensation in November 

2020 but it does not repair the 
damage to her son and it is 
not a large amount.

“However, I will use the 
money to support my child’s 
daily life and education for a 
short while. It cannot repair 
the damages to my child very 
much,” she said.

APLE said that this case 
traces back to 2017, when 22 
boys below 15 years of age 
were rescued by the police 
with APLE’s collaboration. 

At that time, the police re-
ceived a tip-off from a com-
munity member of a village in 
Siem Reap, where the abuse 
was taking place. 

“Police found numerous 
photos of naked children in his 
electronic devices. The children 
were immediately referred to 
social services, and the legal 
case started in 2018,”APLE said. 

On December 3, APLE Child 
Protection Specialist Vando 
Khoem told The Post that for 
now, the offender had already 
served the sentence and he 
didn’t continue to stay in 
Cambodia anymore.  

Vando is happy that the 
child victims had received the 
compensation. but, he said 
that in some abuse cases, the 
victims did not receive any 
compensation when offend-
ers serve jail sentences. 

“Today, the 22 child victims 
continue to live in their com-
munity. Some of them con-
tinued their studies as usual 
and some others has been 
helping their families make 
ends meet,” he said.

Vando hopes all sexual abuse 
victims, especially children, 
will receive justice in both 
criminal and civil cases.

22 victims in 2017 child porn 
cases receive compensation

Continued from page 1

was reported the ministry had 
administered 8,766 Covid-19 
tests.

On December 2, health min-
istry spokeswoman Or Vandine 
said that since discovery of the 
first cases on January 7, the min-
istry has discovered that the 
virus can be transmitted asymp-
tomatically – and that 60-70 per 

cent of people who tested posi-
tive were without symptoms, 
with detection usually occur-
ring within the first week after 
contracting the illness.

“In recent months, though, 
we have observed that the 
coronavirus could stay in a 
human body without exhibit-
ing identifiable symptoms 
until the 13th day of their 
quarantine. This is another 

development which clearly 
shows that a full 14-day quar-
antine period is essential, 
and we need to implement 
this measure for everyone 
exposed,” she said.

As of December 3, Cambodia 
had recorded 331 Covid-19 
cases, with 304 patients having 
been discharged from hospi-
tals and the remaining 27 still 
undergoing treatment.

Ministry conducting 
first e-learning forum

A student learns from home amid school closures to contain the Covid-19 pandemic. facebook

Sarot Evrard Nicolas (centre), was arrested in Siem Reap in 2017. facebook

Official: 14-day quarantine essential
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Continued from page 1

covid-19 is not used as a tool 
to suppress human rights day 
celebrations unnecessarily – 
and that the determination by 
the municipal hall to permit or 
refuse assemblies are made 
objectively and fairly, in line 
with cambodia’s international 
and domestic human rights 
obligations,” she said.

meanwhile, the US embassy in 
Phnom Penh is continuing to 
celebrate the 70th anniversary of 
US-cambodia diplomatic rela-
tions, with activities focused on 
democracy and human rights.

US embassy spokesman chad 
roedemeier said: “For decem-
ber, as announced at the launch 
event, we selected democracy 
and human rights as the month-
ly theme – representing an 
important US foreign policy 
priority, a key aspect of our 
bilateral relationship, and UN 
Human rights day [which] 
takes place on december 10.”

“The United States has con-
sistently addressed opportuni-
ties to strengthen democracy 
and human rights in cambo-
dia and expressed concerns 
with challenges, urging the 
government to take meaning-
ful steps to reopen political 
and civic space,” he added.

chin malin, spokesperson 
for the cambodian Human 
rights committee, said the 
gathering to celebrate Human 

rights day and the US’ democ-
racy and human rights topic 
for december are impertinent 
to the current situation. 

“In my personal view, if the US 
embassy and local and interna-
tional rights groups want to 
promote freedom and rights, 
particularly in december, they 
should act in conjunction with 
the government to prevent the 
transmission of covid-19. In so 
doing, they would already pro-
mote rights to life. If rights to life 
are not protected, we needn’t 
bother to mention others.

“So, the US embassy and civ-
il society should think again. To 
gain support from the people, 
they should work to prevent the 
spread of covid-19 in the com-
munity, rather than organising 
gatherings which could be risky 
for greater society,” malin said. 

Political analyst Lao mong Hay 
said everyone should focus on 
the pandemic and unite to com-
bat it. He said the ministry of 
Health should double its efforts 
to apply its measures to combat 
the outbreak and insist that peo-
ple strictly follow them. 

“Top leaders should set 
examples by wearing masks 
and keeping distance from 
one another. All should learn 
that no one can be complacent 
about this disease,” he said, 
adding that such practices 
should become daily habits 
because the virus is an ever-
present threat.

‘If rights to life are not 
protected, there is no 
need to mention others’  

Three sent to court as deaths 
from alcohol poisoning hit 15
Mom Kunthear

T
He Kampong chh-
nang Provincial 
court have charged 
three people in rela-

tion to alcohol poisoning that 
left dozens of people sick and 
dead in Teuk Phos district’s 
chieb commune.  

Provincial court deputy pros-
ecutor Long Sina told The Post 
on december 3 that the three 
were charged with “uninten-
tional homicide” under Article 
207 of the criminal code. If 
convicted, the trio face up to 
three years in prison and a fine 
of up to six million riel ($1,500).

Provincial deputy police chief 
ea bunthoeun told The Post on 
december 3 that from Novem-
ber 28 to december 2, authori-
ties had either suspended or 
closed locations that produced 
and sold rice wine and had 
also seized many raw materials 
across the province.

bunthoeun said locations 
that produced rice wine num-
bered 346 and places that sold 
and distributed rice wine and 
herbal wine numbered 543. The 
authorities had seized 1,090 
litres of rice wine (blended), 418 
jerrycans of rice wine and 80 
plastic gallons of herbal wine. 

“Some people produced it 
in accordance with technical 
standards, but some others 
produced it with high levels 

[of methanol] that lead to ill-
ness and death.

“We detained eight people 
for producing rice wine [with-
out a permit], three of whom 
have been sent to court,” he 
said, adding that police were 
questioning five other people 
involved in the case. 

bunthoeun said the authori-
ties will continue to take action 
against those who produce 
substandard rice wine without 
authorisation and licences. 

Provincial department 

of Health director Prak Vun 
said on december 3 that the 
number of people who died 
from alcohol poisoning had 
increased to 15. but he said 
the tally was compiled from 
different cases between No-
vember 26-28, and not from a 
single case of alcohol poison-
ing at a funeral that was first 
reported on November 28.   

“After we treated them and 
brought the situation under 
control, our health officials 
went to conduct further inves-

tigation and found that there 
were also people who died 
from alcohol poisoning before 
November 28,” he said.   

According to testing results 
released by the ministry of 
commerce’s General depart-
ment of consumer Protection, 
competition and Fraud Pre-
vention on december 1, the 
rice wine that caused deaths 
in Teuk Phos district con-
tained between 10.5 and 17.25 
per cent of methanol, which 
was beyond legal limits. 

Wine seized at a location in Kampong Chhnang province’s Kampong Leng district on Wednesday. police
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Nov Sivutha

THe ministry of Public Works 
and Transport announced a 
15-day temporary suspen-
sion of training at driving 
schools and exams for driv-
er’s licence at testing centres 
across the country to prevent 
the spread of covid-19 in the 
community. The suspension 
is from december 1-15.

Heang Sotheayuth, director 
of the ministry’s department 
of Information Technology 
and Public relations, told The 
Post on december 3 that in the 
suspension period, the minis-
try will take action against any 
driving school that violates 
the suspension order.

He pointed out that this ac-
tion does not involve arrest 
or punishment, but only a 
recommendation for closure. 
However, if a driving school 
ignores the closure order, the 
ministry will refer the case to 
court for further action.

Sotheayuth did not reveal 
the number of driving schools 
across the country as he did 
not have the data in hand, but 
said there are 26 driver’s licence 
exam centres nationwide.

dai Thom II driving School 
owner Kien Sophoan said that 
after receiving a notice from 
the ministry, her school was 
temporarily closed to comply 
with the government’s mea-

sures in preventing the trans-
mission of covid-19 within 
the community.

Sophoan said that since the 
first case of community trans-
mission was reported, the 
school has not enrolled many 
students as most people are 
afraid of being infected with 
the virus. She said almost all 
branches of her school have 
seen student enrolment de-
creased by 70 to 80 per cent. 

“registered students are 
less likely to attend classes 
and fewer new students are 
enrolling with us. during the 
covid-19 pandemic, schools 
introduced sanitary measures 
and social distancing to pre-
vent the virus transmission. 
This is in line with the call of 
the head of the government,” 
she said.

Norng Leakena, owner of 
mittapheap driving School, 
said she had received the no-
tice from the ministry.

“The school has temporary 
closed all branches and also 
apologised to students and 
trainers, as now it is a difficult 
time for everyone,” she said.

On November 30, Prime 
minister Hun Sen instructed 
relevant ministries, institu-
tions, and municipal and 
provincial halls to temporar-
ily close schools and public 
gatherings to prevent the 
spread of covid-19.

ministry suspends 
driving training and 
tests amid covid-19 

Human trafficking report 
details sex, labour crimes
Voun Dara

T
He ministry of So-
cial Affairs, Veterans 
and Youth rehabili-
tation has identified 

more than 1,000 vulnerable 
individuals and victims of 
human trafficking and ex-
ploitation in the first 11 
months of this year. Among 
them were 90 women, 408 
boys and 597 girls.

According to the ministry’s 
anti-human trafficking report 
seen by The Post on decem-
ber 3, there have been six cas-
es of sex trafficking involving 
27 victims, 249 victims of sex-
ual abuse or exploitation, 210 
victims of labour exploita-
tion and eight cases of labour 
trafficking. An additional 601 
people were vulnerable by  
association.

ministry spokesman Touch 
channy said on december 3 
that since the beginning of 
the year, a total of 371 vic-
tims had been brought to re-
habilitation centres of part-
ner organisations across the 
country. Of those, 103 people 
had been integrated back 
into the community.

The report’s analysis in-
dicated that incidence of 
physical sexual abuse has de-
creased but online abuse had 
become more prevalent. 

Action Pour Les enfants 

(APLe) executive director 
Samleang Seila said on de-
cember 3 that according to 
the report, most perpetrators 
of child sexual abuse and ex-
ploitation either encountered 
children directly in vulnera-
ble communities or indirectly 
online. The most vulnerable 
are street children and those 
living in impoverished com-
munities where abusers offer 
material enticements to the 
children or their families.

“This behaviour [of using 
enticements] has led both 
children and sometimes fam-
ily members to develop trust 
in the assailants, creating ac-
cess for them to children and 
opportunities to commit sex-
ual offences,” Seila said.

He noted, however, that 
successful efforts by law en-
forcement agencies and the 
judicial system to catch and 
prosecute offenders have re-
sulted in a reduction of new 

child sexual abuse cases.
Police have arrested 13 sus-

pects so far this year for child 
sex crimes involving 48 chil-
dren. This is down from 18 
arrests for cases involving 79 
children last year, he said.

“direct child sexual abuse 
has declined this year, but 
online abuse has increased 
significantly. These online 
crimes are difficult for the au-
thorities to detect and identi-
fy perpetrators,” Seila said.

Ministry spokesman Touch Channy said on December 3 that since the beginning of the year, a total of 371 
victims had been brought to rehabilitation centres of partner organisations across the country. HONG MENEA



Nov Sivutha

A
UTHORITIES in Bat-
tambang province’s 
Ek Phnom district 
have been given per-

mission to begin restoration 
of Takom Lake, a 10ha ancient 
lake located in the district’s 
Peam Ek commune. The area 
will be redeveloped as a resort 
and reservoir to create jobs 
and serve local communities. 

District governor Mil Sophal 
told The Post on December 3 
that the Ministry of Culture 
and Fine Arts decided in May 

this year to allow the restora-
tion project. Three hectares 
of land adjacent the lake have 
been reserved for planting a 
garden of 2,000 trees of vari-
ous types to promote local 
beautification and eco-tour-
ism. The project is due to be 
completed early next year. 

Sophal said the Takom 
Lake area, located near the Ek 
Phnom Krom temple and un-
der the culture ministry’s man-
agement, contained an ancient 
lake that ran dry. Restoration is 
being funded by a development 
firm and work is now approxi-

mately 70 per cent complete. 
“We have dug the bottom 

of the lake to 6m in depth. 
When the restoration work 
is finished, the lake will con-
tain about 420,000 cubic me-
tres of water usable by hun-
dreds of local people living 
in the surrounding villages 
and other areas,” he said. 

Provincial culture depart-
ment director Kim Sophorn 
said the district administra-
tion initially requested to ex-
cavate to a depth of only 5m, 
and officials of the ministry’s 
General Department of Heri-

tage have expressed concern 
at the discrepancy, request-
ing an environmental impact 
assessment to confirm that 
the nearby temple would not 
be adversely affected. 

Culture ministry spokes-
man Long Ponna Sirivath 
said the restoration of the 
lake area is an environmen-
tal conservation project in-
tended to confer benefits to 
the local people. As such, it 
should not affect other heri-
tage sites, and the ministry 
will monitor the progress to 
ensure its safety.

National 
5THE PHNOM PENH POST  DECEMBER  4, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Wing has again 
showcased ex-
cellence as the 
winner of Asia’s 

Best Employer Brand Award 
from the World HRD Congress 
at its 11th annual ceremony, 
which was held virtually in 
October.

“Through the vision of 
Royal group Chairman neak 
Oknha Kith Meng, Wing is not 
only a key agent in extend-
ing financial accessibility to 
Cambodian people nationwide, 
but this award exemplifies 
Wing’s sustained commitment 
to its staff. 

“We invest in our people 
by building up their capac-

ity to become dynamic future 
leaders through development 
programmes and by giving 
them opportunities to grow,” 
said Wing CEO Manu Rajan.  

Bringing together nearly 
2,000 professionals from more 
than 133 countries, the World 
HRD Congress also recognised 
Royal group subsidiaries in-
cluding Cellcard’s iCT division 
and Ezecom. 

The World HRD Congress 
operates as an independent 
non-profit organisation with 
the goal of making “work and 
working lives better”.

Lao Sheanghai, Wing’s 
director of Human Resources, 
said: “Wing creates opportuni-

ties where each employee can 
share their voice, get involved 
in new initiatives and stay 
updated on our business direc-
tion from senior management 
through meetings and cultural 
and community activities. 

“We are committed to our 
goal of preserving Wing as  
an attractive career destina-
tion for job seekers across  
the Kingdom.”

The Employer Branding 
institute and World HRD 
Congress congratulated  
Wing on its success in pro-
moting a positive workplace 
environment.

“The Congress would like 
to encourage Wing (Cambo-

dia) Limited Specialised Bank 
to keep up the good work 
and share their best practices 
within the industry to create a 
better workplace and culture. 

“This award will enhance 
the scope and motivate the 
employees of Wing (Cambo-
dia) Limited Specialised Bank 
to do more and achieve their 
organisation’s goals,” the 
World HRD Congress said.

Wing has consistently 
aimed to build the best work 
place and foster a positive 
work culture for its employees. 

As the leading mobile 
banking services provider in 
Cambodia, Wing’s staff levels 
have grown as its business 

has flourished, with the total 
number of Wing employees 
reaching 451 by the end of 
2019 – a 22 per cent increase 
on the previous year. 

The company has expanded 
its staff to 589 this year, de-
spite the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Wing’s commitment to em-
ployee retention and develop-
ment has led to the successful 
launch of several capacity-
building programmes. 

in the past year alone, 
Wing invested nearly 11,000 
hours in training for the de-
velopment of more than 445 
Wing professionals, including 
for new and long-standing 
staff members. 

On top of that, every year 
Wing creates opportunities for 
students from various higher 
education institutions to join 
an internship programme 
and gain valuable, hands-on 
experience. 

As a testament to Wing’s 
exemplary workplace culture, 
75 per cent of Wing interns 
have progressed to become 
full-time employees.

Wing also contributes to 
the community by continu-
ously involving its employees 
in social and charity events, 
as well as with donations 
and environmental, financial 
literacy and gender empower-
ment programmes. 

Wing ‘Asia’s Best Employer’ at 2020 World HRD Congress
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Wing is committed to contributing to the community. Cambodia’s leading mobile banking services provider ‘creates opportunities where each employee can share their voice’. 

Company recognised with prestigious award for commitment to its staff.

B’bang ancient lake restored

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

THRONGS of fishermen have 
converged on the Kingdom’s 
riverbanks, catching good 
hauls of mudfish and other 
smallbodied natives as the an-
nual tradition of making the 
ubiquitous pungent-smelling 
fermented fish paste known 
as prahok gets underway.

The official start to prahok 
season is signalled by a rapid 
recession in northern Cam-
bodia’s Tonle Sap Lake which 
speeds up the currents along 
the eponymous river and its 
tributaries.

Fisheries officials have pre-
dicted that the season will 
officially begin in the third 
or fourth week of this month 
depending on temperatures 
and rainfall.

Kandal provincial Fisheries 
Administration director Heng 
Sophearith told The Post that 
remarkable hauls had been 
registered at one location in the 
province’s northern Ponhea Leu 
district on November 26-27.

“Every two to three hours, 
we observed catches of be-
tween 50-100kg a pop, while 
others caught even more,” he 
said, pointing out that water 
levels were still high and the 
current was still slow.

He said fisherman in the area 
had begun casting their nets 
after the last new moon (No-
vember 15) and their success 
during the waxing phase was 
limited to November 26-27.

Kampong Chhnang provin-
cial Forestry Administration 
director Ly La said Tonle Sap 
Lake’s water levels enabled 
fish to live in flooded forest 
areas that boast high species 
biodiversity and provide them 
with a stable food source.

He noted that cold weather 
discourages fish from migrating 
south toward the Mekong River 
or other rivers downstream.

“During last month’s wax-
ing phase, family-scale fish-
ing yielded from 10-15kg per 
day, using tools like bamboo 
traps and gill nets with mesh 
sizes ranging from 15-17cm,” 
he said.

Most small-scale fisher-
men in the province caught 
varieties such as Hypsibar-
bus pierrei, Cyclocheilichthys 
enoplos and snakehead mur-
rel to make pha’ak, another 
fermented-fish product.

But catches of fish species 
for making prahok are still 
considerably low, he added.

Ouch Vutha, the director 
of the Fisheries Department 
under the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Forestry, voiced his opti-
mism that catches of prahok 
varieties will pick up at the of-
ficial start of the season.

He told The Post: “According 
to observation at various sta-
tionary trawls for these several 
days, we predict that there fish 
species for making prahok will 
be plentiful by the end of De-
cember 2020, in the middle of 
January 2021 at the latest.”

Large fish hauls logged 
at start of prahok spree

The area will be redeveloped as a resort and reservoir to create jobs and serve local communities. CULTURE MINISTRY



May Kunmakara

IRAN has voiced an interest in 
buying Cambodian agricul-
tural products for domestic 
consumption and re-export, 
Cambodian ambassador to 
Thailand Ouk Sorphorn told 
The Post on December 3.

The remark comes after Sor-
phorn met Iranian ambassa-
dor to Thailand Seyed Reza 
Nobakhti that morning.

“The Iranian ambassador 
told me that Iran wants to buy 
milled rice, mango and cas-
sava to supply the market of 84 
million people.

“I’ve already assigned our 
trade attache here [in Thai-
land] to work closely with their 
trade officials and report to 
our Ministry [of Commerce].

“This’ll be great for expand-
ing our agricultural product 
exports to other markets, in 
line with the government’s 
market diversification policy,” 
he said.

He said the trade teams of 
both embassies are discussing 
the products and volumes to 
be shipped and will report to 
their respective commerce 
ministries following the talks.

Cambodia Rice Federation 
(CRF) vice-president Chan 
Sokheang told The Post that 
the Kingdom’s milled-rice 
exports to the Middle East 
remain relatively low.

But the growing populations 
and untapped markets in West 
Asia bring expansion opportu-
nities for the Kingdom’s 
milled-rice exporters.

“As potential destinations for 
our fragrant rice, we welcome 
the chance to boost our exports 
to Iran and the [neighbouring] 
Arab countries,” he said.

Excluding Cyprus and the 
Caucasus, the population of 
West Asia was around 272 
million in 2008, and could 
reach 370 million by 2030, 
according to British econo-
mist Angus Maddison.

This represents a 1.4 per cent 
annual growth rate (or a 
50-year doubling time) that far 
outstrips the global 0.9 per 
cent average (or 75-year dou-
bling time), he said.

Cambodia exported 601,045 
tonnes of milled rice in the 
first 11 months of this year, up 
16.9 per cent compared to 
514,149 tonnes in the same 
period last year, according to 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries.

The CRF pointed out that the 
exports were valued at $415 
million, which was up by $43 
million (or nearly 12 per cent) 
over the year-ago period.

Ministry statistics show that 
China took in the lion’s share of 
39.09 per cent, or 234,940 tonnes, 
while second-ranked Europe 
absorbed a 31.35 per cent mar-
ket share, or 188,436 tonnes.

The Kingdom exported 
90,801 tonnes of fresh mango 
during the period, surging 
83.50 per cent year-on-year, 
while shipments of its dehy-
drated products stood at 5,755 
tonnes, representing a sharp 
159.60 per cent rise, the data 
show.
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Hin Pisei

CAMBODIA exported 5.05 
million tonnes of non-rice ag-
ricultural products in the first 
11 months of this year, climb-
ing 46 per cent from the same 
period last year, the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries reported.

The ministry lists 67 non-
rice agricultural products on 
the roster of official exports, 
which were sold to 46 coun-
tries and territories.

Main products include cas-
sava chips, fresh bananas, nat-
ural rubber latex and cashew 
nuts which weighed in at 1.31 
million; 300,174; 290,700; and 
214,721 tonnes, respectively, 
representing 8.26, 116.97, 
18.30 and 26.58 per cent in-
creases year-on-year.

Corn kernels, fresh man-
goes, fresh chilli, sesame 
seeds, dried mango, pepper 

and lotus seed exports reached 
194,500; 90,801; 62,432; 5,799; 
5,555; 4,982; and 3,815 tonnes, 
respectively, surging 63.85, 
83.50, 38.02, 39.81, 159.60, 
39.39 and 4,987 per cent from 
the year-ago period.

Meanwhile, dried chilli 
shipments clocked in at 1,800 
tonnes, similar to the figure 
registered in the same period 
last year.

Minister Veng Sakhon told 
The Post on December 3 that 
the steady upswing in the 
Kingdom’s agricultural pro-
duction was underpinned by 
government policy and ef-
forts from stakeholders.

“Harvests and orders have 
gone up which, coupled with 
access to new markets, has 
increased Cambodia’s agri-
cultural exports in the first 11 
months by about 46 per cent 
year-on-year,” he said.

But Sakhon claims that 

this figure would be higher 
with informal exports taken 
into account.

Hong Vanak, director of In-
ternational Economics at the 
Royal Academy of Cambodia, 
noted that the agricultural sec-
tor remained a lynchpin of eco-
nomic growth for the Kingdom.

He noted that the uptick in 
export figures reflects the re-
silience of Cambodia’s food 
security and job creation for 
farmers.

“The involvement of the 
authorities and relevant par-
ties in guiding farmers on 
cultivation methods and the 
use of seeds and fertilisers are 
essential to improving the ex-
port potential of Cambodian 
agricultural products.

“Farmers nowadays tend to 
imitate each other or follow 
old habits,” Vanak said.

He called on the authorities 
to work to ensure market sta-

bility and prices to reinforce 
the agricultural sector and 
instil confidence among the 
Kingdom’s farmers.

In October, Hun Lak, the di-
rector of yellow banana grow-
er and exporter Longmate Ag-
riculture Co Ltd, pointed out 
the Kingdom’s potential to 
expand production of yellow 

bananas to meet the needs of 
the Chinese and other market 
destinations.

China authorised Cambo-
dia to export the ubiquitous 
fruit last year.

Lak told The Post that 
yellow-banana exports had 
ballooned in the first nine 
months of this year buoyed 

by elevated Chinese demand.
“Our yellow banana exports 

enjoyed such a surge due 
to the fact that they live up 
to Chinese buyers’ hygiene 
standards,” he said.

Cambodia official non-rice 
agricultural products reached 
4,164,760 tonnes last year, 
ministry data show.

Non-rice agricultural exports hit 
5 million tonnes in first 11 months

Shortage of containers drives 
hike in marine shipping prices 
Thou Vireak

I
NTERNATIONAL marine 
cargo shipping services 
in Cambodia have be-
come more expensive 

over the past few months, fur-
ther compounding exporters’ 
Covid-19-related woes.

The price hike comes as few-
er container ships from China 
and Europe dock in the King-
dom on the back of dwindling 
inbound orders of raw mate-
rials to supply the Kingdom’s 
factories amid Covid-19.

Cambodia Logistics Associa-
tion (CLA) president Sin Chan-
thy told The Post on Decem-
ber 3 that it now costs $2,000 
to ship a 40-foot container to 
China from Sihanoukville Au-
tonomous Port, eclipsing the 
$600 price tag seen in August.

He pointed out similar price 
increases for shipments to the 
US and Europe.

“The price will likely retreat 
again in January or February 
2021, and if not, we’ll seek gov-
ernment intervention,” Chan-
thy said, noting that the jump 
in prices had damaged the 
transport sector and compa-
nies’ competitive advantages.

“This increase in fees will 
affect consumer prices and 
the national economy as a 
whole,” he warned.

Logistics company VTS (Cam-
bodia) Co Ltd on November 28 
announced that it had tempo-
rarily suspended its marine ship-
ping services from the southern 
Chinese city of Guangzhou in 
favour of land transport.

But it will continue ocean 
transport out of its base of 
operations in Yiwu city in 
eastern Zhejiang province 
with prices subject to change, 
the company added.

Cambodia Rice Federation 
secretary-general Lun Yeng 
said the Kingdom faces a 
shortage of cargo ships to ex-
port milled rice to European 
markets, noting that export-
ers were turning to ports in 
Vietnam and Thailand to ship 
out their wares.

He chalked this up to disrup-
tions in the supply chain and 
logistics sector across Europe 
resulting from Brexit as its tran-

sition period draws ever nearer 
to its December 31 end.

“As recently as November, 
we witnessed a shortage of 
containers to export Cambo-
dian milled rice to Europe, 
not many ships from Europe 
came to Cambodia. Prices 
also skyrocketed.

“As is characteristic, with 
less cargo coming in, fewer 
ships will be available to send 
back out, and likewise, there’ll 
be no containers either.

“We believe that the situ-
ation will improve when 
Covid-19 eases and the final 
terms of any Brexit deal are 
determined,” Yeng said.

Cambodia exported $14.1 
billion worth of goods in the 
first nine months of this year, 
up 20.07 per cent from the 
same period last year, the 
Ministry of Economy and Fi-
nance reported.

Topping the list of export 
items were milled rice, bicy-
cles, electrical appliances and 
agricultural products such as 
legumes, cashew nuts and 
yellow bananas, according to 
the report.

The Kingdom’s imports in 
January-September were val-
ued at $13.6 billion, dipping 
8.7 per cent year-on-year, the 
data show.

The price of shipping a 40-foot container to China from Sihanoukville Autonomous Port reportedly more than 
tripled between August and now. HONG MENEA

Cambodian exported 290,700 tonnes of fresh banans in the first 11 months of this year. HONG MENEA

Iran mulls purchasing 
agricultural products 
from Kingdom: Official



the chairman and 
CeO of Sihanoukville 
Autonomous Port, he 
Lou Kim Chhun, has 

received a 2020 Spring Confer-
ment of Decorations from the 
Japanese government for his 
contributions in promoting the 
relationship between Japan and 
Cambodia in the field of port 
development. 

Kim Chhun spoke of his 
achievements and experiences 
developing Sihanoukville Port 
– the Kingdom’s sole interna-
tional deep-sea dock – with the 
Japan International Coop-
eration Agency (Jica) to boost 
Cambodia’s economic and 
industrial activities.

“With profound emotions, it 
is my great honour and pleasure 
that my achievements – par-
ticularly the further strength-
ening of the friendship and 
cooperation between Japan and 
Cambodia in terms of the devel-
opment of Sihanoukville Port – 
have been valued so highly and 
recognised as outstanding. 

“this also highlights the re-
markable accomplishments and 
significant contributions made 
in the progress of Japanese civil 
engineering and the promotion 
of exchange and cooperation 
between Japan and Cambodia. 

“I am sure that the close rela-
tionship and strong cooperation 
between Japan and Cambodia 
will contribute further to pover-
ty reduction and the Kingdom’s 
development,” he said.   

Kim Chhun went on to 
outline his positive experiences 
and the remarkable achieve-
ments made over the past 20 
years from Jica projects and 
the assistance of Japanese 
experts in the development of 
Sihanoukville Port.

Of the many Jica projects, 
the agency provided technical 
cooperation on the “the Study 
on Master Plan and Feasibility 
Study of Sihanoukville Port” 
project from 1996-97. 

“this study was of significant 
importance as it established the 
long-term plans for the devel-
opment of Sihanoukville Port,” 
Kim Chhun recounted. 

the Sihanoukville Port Ur-
gent Rehabilitation Project was 
launched in 2002 and contin-
ued until 2005, with a total cost 
of 4,142,000,000 yen for the 
development and construction 
of a 240m container berth and 
8.5ha container yard, as well as 
the dredging of the channel and 
basin of the port to a depth of 
up to 11.5m. 

“this was the initial step for 
the integration of Sihanoukville 
Port into the marine transpor-
tation sector – it particularly 
marked the era of transporta-
tion reform from general cargo 
to containerised cargo accord-
ing to modern transportation 
trends,” he said. 

the Sihanoukville Port Ur-
gent expansion Project (2005-9) 
was implemented at a total cost 
of 4,313,000,000 yen. A 160m 
container berth and one-stop-

service administration building 
were constructed. 

two quay gantry cranes, 
five rubber-tyred gantry cranes 
and eight articulated lorries 
were provided, as well as a 
management system. 

“this marked a historic 
milestone as it was the first 
time that a deep-sea container 
port could begin operations in 
Cambodia,” Kim Chhun said.

In 2007, Jica provided a 
loan for the Sihanoukville 
Port SeZ Development 
Project-e/S with a total cost 
of 318,000,000 yen for the 
feasibility study and design. A 
loan of 3,651,000,000 yen for 
the Sihanoukville Port Special 
economic Zone (SeZ) Develop-
ment Project was then provided 
in 2009 for the construction of 
the important facilities. 

together with this, the 
Sihanoukville Port Multipurpose 
terminal Development Project 
(2015-2018) received a Japanese 
ODA Loan of 7,176,000,000 yen. 

A 330m long multi-purpose 
terminal berth with a depth 
of 13.5m for bulk and general 
cargo was constructed, while a 
200m long terminal berth was 
also built. 

“As well as providing 
logistics services for offshore 
oil exploration in Cambodian 
seas, this expedited the ex-
port of Cambodian agricultur-
al products – such as acacia, 
wood chips, dry tapioca chips 
and milled rice – for the King-
dom’s economic growth,” Kim 
Chhun said.

Jica also provided the loan 
for the Sihanoukville Port New 
Container terminal Develop-
ment Project Phase 1 (2017-
2024), which is set to cost 
23,502,000,000 yen.

the New Container terminal 
Phase 1 – 350m long with a 
depth of 14.5m – is expected 
to be constructed in the middle 
of 2021 and be operational 
mid-2024.

It will accommodate con-

tainer ships with a capacity 
of 60,000DWt (deadweight 
tonnage), allowing 93 per cent 
of intra-Asia container ships to 
dock, resulting in a movement 
of freight comparable to that 
of neighbouring ports. this will 
improve marine transportation 
in the Asia-Pacific region as a 
whole, Kim Chhun said. 

While Jica has played a ma-
jor role in the development of 
Sihanoukville Port, Kim Chhun 
also hailed the assistance of 
Japanese experts. 

the Ports and harbours 
Bureau of Japan’s Ministry of 
Land, Infrastructure, transport 
and tourism has since 2005 
sent seven engineers as Jica 
advisers to Sihanoukville Port 
to support its operations and 
administration. Additionally, a 
number of Japanese engineers 
and other personnel have been 
dispatched as experts on sev-
eral projects granted through 
the technical Cooperation 
Programme.

“Working with Japanese 
experts and advisers, we have 
acquired further technical skills 
and experience. In all matters 
related to port operations and 

management, whether regional 
or international, we are able to 
liaise with Japanese experts and 
advisers on a timely basis and 
with friendship and honesty.

“Sihanoukville Port, in close 
collaboration with Japanese 
consultants and contractors, has 
successfully made solid achieve-
ments in improving its facilities 
and infrastructure. We have 
acquired greater knowledge on 
technical aspects and working 
practices from Japanese experts 
including project consultants 
and contractors.

“training in Japan has 
enhanced and improved the 
knowledge and experience of the 
staff at Sihanoukville Port, with 
our personnel constantly striv-
ing for better and more reliable 
services, and higher productivity 
for Sihanoukville Port today, as 
well being fully prepared for all 
future developments tomorrow,” 
Kim Chhun said.      

Official Development As-
sistance (ODA) Loans, Grant Aid 
and technical Cooperation from 
Japan means Sihanoukville Port 
is an international-standard 
port, continuously enhancing 
quality and its environment, as 

well as improving productiv-
ity, he added. this has led to 
improved customer satisfaction, 
with benefits and cost com-
petitiveness provided to all the 
port’s users in accordance with 
international standards.

Such developments mean 
Kim Chhun expects that in next 
10 years container ships will be 
able to transport goods directly 
from Cambodia to destinations 
across Asia-Pacific, the US and 
the eU without needing trans-
shipment at other ports.

“the government of Japan 
through Jica has provided solid 
support and constant assis-
tance in both hardware and 
software for the development 
of Sihanoukville Port. 

“Jica has identified that the 
development of Sihanoukville 
Port is significant for the eco-
nomic growth of Cambodia and 
poverty reduction. Sihanoukville 
Port will play an essential role 
as one of the main container 
gateways in the region. 

“I am confident that Japan 
– through Jica – will con-
tinue in its phenomenal role 
as development partner,” Kim 
Chhun said. 

Sihanoukville Autonomous Port is the Kingdom’s sole international deep-sea dock.  

Lou Kim Chhun, the chairman and CEO of Sihanoukville Autonomous Port.  

The Sihanoukville Port Urgent Rehabilitation Project was launched in 2002.  

Sihanoukville Port CEO recognised 
by Japan for development feats
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one app to rule them all: the Kingdom’s 

bakong reins in payment apps
The National Bank of Cambodia has got its job cut out in solving multiple problems 
including low financial inclusion and countless payment app providers. Is Project 
Bakong the tool that fixes this?
Sangeetha Amarthalingam
 

‘W
e had nothing to 
lose,” chea Serey, 
assistant governor 
of the National 

bank of cambodia (Nbc) confided 
in an interview on project bakong, 
Southeast asia’s first fiat-backed cen-
tral bank digital currency (cbdc), 
with the Fintech power 50 publica-
tion in Singapore last december.

“it just so happened that we have 
problems that we want to solve and 
there is technology available. So it’s 
either you go for it – test it or try it, or 
you have nothing. So, there is noth-
ing to lose, is what i am saying,” she 
explained.

the development of the cbdc 
using blockchain, a type of permis-
sioned distributed ledger technol-
ogy (dlt), raised eyebrows as many 
central banks including those in ad-
vanced nations plod through differ-
ent stages of research and experimen-
tation, mulling its consequences.

in cambodia, the need seemed 
critical, owing to the low financial 
inclusion as a large portion of 
the 16 million population 
remained unbanked or un-
derbanked.

Nearly 70 per cent live 
in the countryside with 
scant financial literacy, 
which Nbc often alluded 
as the reason behind in-
creased indebtedness 
and shockingly high 
outstanding microfi-
nance loans.

the phenomenal rise of 
peer-to-peer bank and pay-
ment system institution (pSi) 
applications in the last five 
years is another fac-
tor that  prompt-
ed bakong’s 
even-

tual imple-
mentation, 
as many of 

them have 
some form of 

access to peo-
ple nationwide.
Up to June 

this year, some 
24 pSis were re-

corded by Nbc but it is believed that 
only about 10 are active.

What bakong wants to do is con-
nect all financial institutions (Fis), 
where 38 offer online banking facili-
ties, and payment service providers 
under a single payment platform. 
termed next generation, bakong al-
lows fund transfers to be processed 
in real-time basis without the need 
for a centralised clearing house.

this removes transfer charges be-
cause it is instant. Furthermore, as 
it is built on hyperledger iroha, it 

preserves privacy and finality. one 
of the features enables Nbc to re-
cord every financial transaction 
with Nbc controlling the master 
ledger. 

in a white paper on bakong 
last June, the Nbc said the 

project eliminates the need 
for banks and pSis to de-

velop their own public 
mobile applica-

tion.

“existing pSis can integrate with 
bakong via the open application 
programming interface (api),” the 
paper wrote, but it is yet to be seen 
if pSis accede to it because they are 
not obligated to join.

however, cambodia association 
of Finance and technology (caFt) 
secretary-general and pi pay plc ceo 
tomas pokorny said regulators and 
industry professionals “strongly rec-
ommend” doing so.

“Whether an institution joins is 
subject to its technical readiness 
and many other strategic factors 
[but] in the long-term, it is to the 
industry’s benefit and infrastructure 
cost-saving for each financial com-
pany to be part of it,” he said.

in the meantime, cambodia’s 
highly unbanked population con-
tinues to lure investors. at the time 
o f writing, two payment app 

firms from Singapore had 
voiced interest to set up 
shop here.

according to Nbc, 
money transfers 
surged to $58 
billion in 2019, 
r e p r e s e n t i n g 

219 per cent of 
gross domestic product 

(Gdp) whereas money payments 
constituted 23 per cent of Gdp.

in the same period, e-wallets ex-
panded by 64 per cent to 5.2 mil-

lion in 2019 from a year 
ago while total 

deposit ac-
c o u n t s 

touched 
7.6 mil-
lion.

“Bridging wallet providers and 
banks”

“many questions were asked as to 
why a small country like cambodia 
dares to take the first move to adopt 
blockchain while many others are 
just looking into it. i said well, we 
have nothing to start with and we 
felt that it can’t be perfect when ti-
tanic sank on its first sail.

“but if we don’t sail, we won’t know 
[if ] we will sink. So our thinking is to 
let it sail. if it works, then it works. 
if it doesn’t, then we will do some-
thing else,” Serey then told Fintech 
power 50 chief operating officer 
mark Walker.

the Nbc had been studying the 
project since 2016, leading to an ini-
tial implementation of a pilot proj-
ect on a backbone payment system 
in 2019 to test the application, and 
iron out the kinks.

by digital currency, the Nbc 
means that users are able to hold 
their money, in dematerialised form 
such as bank deposits, in e-wallets.

bakong facilitates instant US dol-
lar and Khmer riel retail and whole-
sale transactions, and settlements, 
interoperability across payment 
platforms while lowering costs, and 
raising speed and security.

the electronic payment system 
also unburdens users from having to 
carry large amounts of riel banknotes 
to pay for high value transactions.

Slightly under a month ago, it of-
ficially rolled out bakong in collabo-
ration with tokyo-based blockchain 
specialist fintech firm Soramitsu co 
ltd, with some 20 financial institu-
tions on board.

FIs access Bakong’s payment gateway as participants, so their customers can create accounts under their domain. NBC BakoNg WhITe PaPer 

PSIs might feel the pinch, in terms of competitiveness, said 
Tomas Pokorny, CEO of Pi Pay Plc  hoNg MeNea
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Seeing that the app is primarily 

aimed at raising financial inclusion, 
the Nbc is leveraging on over 100 
per cent year-on-year mobile pen-
etration and some 20 million mobile 
subscriptions in the country.

“We have a banking industry serv-
ing the affluent and corporates in 
the economy, microfinance institu-
tions providing micro-lending to the 
rural areas and lower segment of the 
market, and then you have payment 
service providers who provide e-
wallet or money transfers,” she said.

For now, bakong works on a prem-
ise of issuing a “national wallet” to 
users as banks surrender their fiat 
money to Nbc which in turn credits 
their electronic vault (e-vault).

in terms of money supply, nothing 
changes. banks will hold the token-
ised fiat money which can be issued 
to the end-user.

“So a customer can walk into a bank 
and choose to either withdraw cash 
to put in his leather wallet or have it 
transferred to an e-wallet. For e-wal-
let, the bank can transact the money 
from the e-vault … so money can flow 
easily,” Serey said.

in effect, bakong prompts pay-
ment applications to “speak the 
same language system-wise” with 
banks via a common channel.

“payment service providers will be 
able to incorporate our application 
through the application program-
ming interface into their existing 
wallet, allowing customers to use 
the wallet for cross-institution pay-
ments and transfers,” she added.

While bank customers are suffi-
ciently accounted for, totalling 3.5 
million accounts, as of September 
30, 2020, scores of e-wallet users reg-
istered with payment service provid-
ers are not necessarily banked.

“hence, why bakong is built to 
bridge wallet providers and banks. 
We require banks to be part of ba-
kong to open bank accounts and 
wallets for customers so they can get 
money through payment service pro-
viders or e-wallet, withdraw cash and 
transfer money into their accounts.

“this means they can use money 
and save some,” she said, referring to 
garment workers or civil servants, who 
live in remote areas, and receive wages 
through e-wallets owned by payment 
service providers such as Wing (cam-
bodia) limited Specialised bank.

ownership of bank accounts en-
able customers to earn interest on 
their deposits which is not allowed 
in purely e-wallet accounts of pay-
ment service providers.

“We don’t want people to get con-
fused that this [e-wallet] is the means 
or instrument of saving because we 
don’t regulate payment service pro-
viders as stringently as we would 
banks. So we want people to go to a 
proper institution,” Serey stressed.

Tackling money laundering
this circles back to the meteoric 

growth of payment apps in cambo-
dia. Numerous pSis, not including 
Fis, have been operating indepen-
dently to provide services such as 
money remittances, mobile pay-
ments, and e-commerce.

“pSis are allowed by regulation to 
participate in the central infrastructure, 
but most institutions are still reluctant 
to do so and instead expand their ser-
vices through their own investment 
in agent networks and points of sale,” 
Nbc’s white paper read.

pokorny of pi pay, one of the pio-
neer payment apps in the Kingdom 
with some 320,000 users, agreed 
that the market has been increas-
ingly busy, which he said is natural 
in a developing economy. the mar-
ket needs competition and options 
for both business and consumers.

“but in time, and that time is ap-
proaching, in my opinion, initia-
tives of common infrastructure, 
such as bakong, partnerships [of] 

same commercial goals will lead [to] 
market consolidation, signalling 
that cambodia’s fintech ecosystem 
is slowly maturing,” he said.

however, will bakong phase out 
low performing or unscrupulous 
pSis in the long-run? there is a like-
lihood of that happening, pokorny 
indicated.

“While payment apps are mainly 
regulated by the Nbc, essentially 
ensuring that consumer protection 
and stringent industry selection 
process is maintained, there are in-
stances and attempts by firms with-
out licenses to enter the market.

“however, so far, those are usually 
short-lived ventures and are organi-
cally removed from the market by 
both regulatory efforts and custom-
ers’ natural behaviour,” he said.

likewise, he said, bakong is one 
way to further support anti-money 
laundering measures. Similarly, by 
encouraging more online transac-
tions, central banks are able to mon-
itor the sector better. this puts paid 
to Nbc’s strategy to pool payment 
apps under one plaform.

 in a note on cbdc in october, 
moody’s investors Service inc as-
serts the same idea. it said by reduc-
ing hard cash transactions, central 
banks are able to monitor online 
transfers better.

often, payments by cash are 
anonymous and virtually instant. 
this very anonymity makes it a fa-
voured means of exchange for crim-
inal transactions.

For this reason, some countries 
have banned its use for transactions 
above a certain threshold.

“in addition, being physical and 
practically untraceable, it can also be 
stolen, which limits its usefulness and 
imposes on users costs for its han-
dling and storage,” moody’s wrote.

Bottomline affected?
the global rating agency also sug-

gested that cbdcs could address 
the fears arising from covid-19 
where cash might harbour disease, 
and thereby become a means of 
contagion.

however, it cautioned that some 
forms of cbdc might have pro-
found negative consequences for 
commercial banks as cbdcs could 
displace the banks’ role in payments 
system and force changes in their 
funding model.

What it meant was that the ongo-
ing digitalisation trends that have 
sped up in the pandemic continue to 
pose a long-term threat to physical 
cash which plays an important, yet 
diminishing role in most societies.

“cbdcs could be a part of the central 
banks’ response to this pressure, but 
they would create another challenge 
for commercial banks to contend with, 
on top of existing competitive threats 
from technological giants,” it said.

does this mean that banks’ bot-
tomline could be impacted? associa-
tion of banks in cambodia chairman 
in channy did not think so because 
the cbdc enables financial institu-
tions to reach out to existing and po-
tential customers to take part in local 
fund transfers.

“therefore, bakong comple-
ments the financial sector. my bank 
does not lose anything because we 
don’t charge fees when transferring 
funds,” said channy, who is also the 
president and group managing di-
rector of acleda bank plc, which has 
over 1.6 million internet bankers.

acleda instead earns from the 
annual maintenance fees of $6 per 
customer who connect to toanchet, 
the bank’s online banking app.

For bakong users, the arrange-
ment is good as they bear no costs 
if they transfer funds from their own 
banking account to bakong account 
or vice versa.

and with the user-friendly applica-
tion and simplified know-your-cus-

tomer (KYc) procedure, bakong us-
ers can access its channels for various 
actions such as bank account open-
ings, payments and remittances.

conversely, pSis might feel a 
pinch, in terms of competitiveness. 
“investment costs on one-on-one 

integration could ease up for com-
panies which would help them ex-
pand faster but bakong could also 
remove some competitive edge,” 
pokorny said.

it will mean that everyone can be 
connected to everyone which is great 

for financial inclusion but peculiar 
for some payment companies.

“So, it is up to fintech then and 
being at the forefront of innova-
tions, to find ways how to fit into 
the system and how to make best of 
it,” he said.

Trend of total accounts (Number) As of September 2020
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The new board of gov-
ernors at the American 
Chamber of Commerce 
in Cambodia (AmCham) 

has a wealth of experience at 
the helm after the announcment 
on Wednesday that Anthony 
Galliano has been voted the 
organisation’s next president.

Galliano is the CeO of Cam-
bodia Investment Management 
and will serve in the post for 
the next year. he was a career 
senior corporate banker with 27 
years of international experience 
with ANZ, Citibank, JP Morgan 
Chase and Bank of New York.

he served as chairman of the 
hong Kong Securities Industry 
Group from 1998 to 2000 and 
was appointed as a consultative 
panel member of hong Kong 
exchanges and Clearing Ltd. 

“I am blessed with the oppor-
tunity and honour to assume the 
role as president of AmCham 
and work with a hugely talented 
board. I am inheriting a strong 
and flourishing chamber thanks 
to the outgoing president, Allen 
Tan, who did a spectacular job 
during his tenure.  

“AmCham has successfully 
strengthened relations with the 
Cambodian government, worked 
closely with the US embassy 
and served the best interests of 
our membership. 

“We will continue to build on 
this momentum and increase our 
focus on advocacy, corporate 
social responsibility, community 
relations and the matters that 
most concern our members.  

“Despite challenging times, 
I am very optimistic that 
Cambodia has a great future 
ahead and AmCham can play 

an important role in the na-
tion’s success and prosperity,” 
Galliano told The Post.

Pily Wong was voted in 
as vice-president, with Chris 
McCarthy to serve as secre-
tary. Tean Ly will be treasurer. 
Terms for these board positions 
are also one year.

Wong is the CeO of hung 
hiep (Cambodia), while Mc-
Carthy is CeO of marketing 
services company 
MangoTango Asia. 
Ly is managing 
partner at Seeva 
Capital.

Galliano, Ly, 
McCarthy and 
Wong, along 
with Pauline 
Teoh, Michael 
Berg, Ashley 
Irving, Ste-
ven Path and 
Sophea Ros, 
were voted 
in as new 
members of 

the board of governors at the 
AmCham Annual General Meet-
ing (AGM) on November 24. 

They all officially take up 
their positions on January 1.

Governors sit for a two-year 
term and may stand for re-
election at the end of their term.

Voting opened on  Novem-
ber 13, with the new members 
selected from 15 candidates.

US Ambassador to Cambodia 
W Patrick Murphy joined the 
AGM, which was held at Raffles 
hotel Le Royal, as the asso-
ciation enjoyed  a sumptuous 
Thanksgiving dinner. 

he Chea Serey, director-
general of Central Banking 
at the National Bank of 
Cambodia, and he Buon 
Sarakmony, secretary of 
state at the Ministry of 
Commerce, were also 
guests of honour. 

Ambassador Mur-
phy delivered welcome 
remarks acknowledg-

ing the strong economic 

ties between the US and Cambo-
dia, and thanked AmCham for 
its work in promoting business.

Outgoing president Allen 
Dodgson Tan, who has served 
the maximum two terms, 
thanked AmCham for its sup-
port in heartfelt remarks. 

“I would like to thank all of 
our members and partners for 
your support over the past two 
years. It has been a deep honour 
to have been entrusted with our 
organisation.

“I would like to give special 
thanks to our partners the US 
embassy. To the Royal Gov-
ernment for their continued 
support of the private sector 
and of AmCham in consulta-
tion and partnerships. And to 
our fellow business chambers, 
which help us build this strong 
private sector,” Tan said.

Founded in 1996, AmCham 
supports, advocates and pro-
motes forward-looking public 
and private sector collabora-
tions that contribute to the 

regional and global advance-
ment of the Kingdom’s business 
environment.

In his final speech to the 
AmCham members gathered at 
Raffles, Tan proudly declared 
the association to be in its 
strongest ever position

As he reflected upon his suc-
cessful tenure, which included 
the unprecedented challenges 
faced this year due to the coro-
navirus pandemic, Tan expressed 
optimism for the road ahead. 

“The 2020 membership sur-
vey revealed that 90 per cent of 
AmCham members are satisfied 
with their membership.

“The survey also revealed 
that despite Covid and the chal-
lenges to the global economy 
. . . the majority [of member 
businesses] feel optimistic about 
their future in 2021. 

“As an organisation, there is 
no doubt that the AmCham I 
stand before today is the best I 
have ever seen – engaged, diver-
sified and inclusive,” Tan said. 

AmCham optimistic for future as 
new president and board elected

Outgoing president Allen Dodgson Tan. 

(Left to right) Pily Wong, Ashley Irving, Steven Path, Michael Berg, Tean Ly, Pauline Teoh, Chris McCarthy, Anthony Galliano and Sophea Ros have been voted in as the new members of the board of governors at AmCham. 

AmCham promotes collaborations that contribute to the advancement of the Kingdom’s business environment. 

Anthony Galliano, the new president of AmCham. supplied
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President-elect Joe Biden 
will seek swift negotiations 
over new demands on iran as 
soon as the Us returns to the 

iran nuclear deal, The New 
York Times said on december 
2.

Biden, in an interview with 

the paper, said “it’s going to be 
hard”, but if iran returned to 
compliance with the nuclear 
deal, the Us would rejoin the 
agreement as a starting point 
for follow-on negotiations.

the Times said the Biden 
administration would seek to 
extend the duration of restric-
tions on iran’s production of 
fissile material that could be 
used to make a nuclear bomb.

iran would also have to 
address its regional activities 
through proxies in lebanon, 
iraq, syria and Yemen in the 
talks that Biden team has sug-
gested could include its Arab 
neighbors like saudi Arabia, 
the Times said.

President donald trump 
unilaterally withdrew from the 
deal in 2018 and has reim-
posed crippling sanctions on 
iran as part of a “maximum 
pressure” campaign against 

the Us’ arch enemy.
Biden, who defeated trump 

at the ballot box last month, 
said during campaigning that 
he intends to offer iran a “cred-
ible path back to diplomacy”.

“there’s a lot of talk about 
precision missiles and all 
range of other things that are 
destabilizing the region,” 
Biden told the Times.

But, he added that “the best 
way to achieve getting some sta-
bility in the region” was to deal 
“with the nuclear programme”.

Biden warned that if iran 
acquired a bomb, it would 
spark a nuclear arms race in the 
Middle east, “and the last god-
damn thing we need in that 
part of the world is a build-up 
of nuclear capability”.

“in consultation with our 
allies and partners, we’re going 
to engage in negotiations and 
follow-on agreements to tight-

en and lengthen iran’s nuclear 
constraints, as well as address 
the missile programme,” he 
told the Times.

Biden said the Us always had 
the option to snap back interna-
tional sanctions if need be, and 
that iran knew that.

the 2015 nuclear deal – 
known formally as the Joint 
comprehensive Plan of Action, 
or JcPoA – gave iran relief from 
sanctions in return for curbs 
on its nuclear programme.

in response to trump’s with-
drawal, the islamic republic 
has retaliated by rolling back 
most of its key commitments 
to the accord.

iran’s government has 
offered a cautious welcome to 
Biden’s victory, but conserva-
tives have accused it of yield-
ing to what they say is an “illu-
sion” of a change by the “Great 
satan” of the Us. AFP
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srAel’s precarious coalition 
government took a first step to-
wards collapse on december 2, 
as lawmakers gave preliminary 

approval to a bill dissolving parlia-
ment, raising the risk of a fourth elec-
tion inside two years.

the measure passed with the sup-
port of Benny Gantz and his Blue 
White party, the key partner in Prime 
Minister Benjamin netanyahu’s gov-
ernment, sparking an intensified war 
of words between the two men on de-
cember 2 evening.

in a prime-time address the previous 
night, Gantz – defence minister and al-
ternate prime minister – had declared 
that he would support the opposition-
sponsored measure, accusing netan-
yahu of self-interest and depriving the 
country of a budget.

the bill duly earned 61 votes, with 54 
voting against, but that only marks a 
first step and it must still pass several 
additional parliamentary readings be-
fore a new election is called.

netanyahu and Gantz locked horns 
on december 2 evening, with the pre-
mier accusing Gantz of violating their 

coalition agreements and calling on 
him to return to the fold.

“Benny Gantz must pull the hand-
brake. He must stop the downhill spin to 
elections, halt the unhinged attacks on 
us,” netanyahu told a press conference.

“the country can’t be dragged into 
election politics while we need to focus 
on the battle with the coronavirus.”

Gantz hit back, telling netanyahu in 
a statement: “Your long campaign of 
deceit and lies is over.

“the damage you’re inflicting on the 
people of this country . . . suggests that 
you have lost it.”

Gantz’s decision to side with the op-
position, at least for now, highlights 
the widening cracks in israel’s centre-
right coalition, imperilled from the 
start by mistrust, infighting and public 
recriminations.

Gantz battled netanyahu in three 
consecutive inconclusive elections 
that did not produce a majority coali-
tion for either leader.

in his december 1 speech, Gantz 
said he agreed a unity government 
with netanyahu because he wanted 
to spare israelis “an ugly and costly” 

fourth election, especially as the coro-
navirus pandemic was accelerating.

the president of the israel democ-
racy think tank, Yohanan Plesner, 
described december 2’s vote as “the 
opening shot in the blame game” be-
tween netanyahu and Gantz.

But, Plesner cautioned, both men 
had a lot to lose in being perceived as 
the cause of a fourth vote and might 
play for time over the coming weeks. 

the netanyahu-Gantz coalition, 
agreed in April, included strict power-
sharing arrangements, with cabinet 
posts split roughly evenly between al-
lies of both men.

netanyahu, who heads the right-
wing likud party, was to serve as prime 

minister for the first half of the three-
year arrangement.

Gantz had been due to take over as 
premier in november next year.

the unity deal included multiple 
triggers that would automatically 
force new elections, including a fail-
ure to pass a budget.

Gantz accused netanyahu of consis-
tently stalling over the budget in order 
to keep the coalition unstable and made 
clear that if netanyahu put one forward, 
new elections could be avoided.

if no budget is passed this month and 
the coalition fails, elections could be held 
as early as March, but the polls could be 
pushed back to June depending on par-
liamentary manoeuvring. AFP

20,000 int’l 
forces still in 
libya, says 
Un envoy
tWentY thousand foreign 
forces and mercenaries are in 
libya despite a ceasefire and 
long-standing arms embargo, 
the Un envoy said on decem-
ber 2, calling the situation a 
“shocking violation of libyan 
sovereignty”.

libya has been wracked by 
violence and chaos since the 
toppling and killing of dictator 
Muammar Gaddafi in 2011.

Forces loyal to the Un-recog-
nised Government of national 
Accord (GnA) based in tripoli 
and those of eastern strongman 
Khalifa Haftar formally agreed 
a ceasefire in October.

the agreement says all mili-
tary units and armed groups 
must withdraw from the front-
lines while mercenaries and 
foreign fighters must leave lib-
yan territory within 90 days.

“there are now 20,000 foreign 
forces and/or mercenaries in 
your country. that is a shocking 
violation of libyan sovereignty,” 
the Un’s interim libya envoy 
stephanie Williams told a vir-
tual meeting of a political dia-
logue forum.

she said: “there now 10 
military bases in your country 
. . . that are today either fully or 
partially occupied by foreign 
forces.

“they are now occupying 
your house. this is a blatant vio-
lation of the arms embargo . . . 
they are pouring weapons into 
your country, a country which 
does not need more weapons.”

Haftar, supported by russia, 
the UAe and egypt, launched 
an offensive on tripoli in April 
last year but was pushed back 
earlier this year as pro-GnA 
forces received key military 
support from turkey.

the latest round of the Un-
sponsored political dialogue 
forum is taking place virtually, 
after a first in-person session 
in the tunisian capital last 
month.

the forum is part of a push to 
end almost a decade of violence 
in the north African country.

At the tunis meeting, dele-
gates agreed to hold elections 
on december 24, next year, but 
not on who would lead the 
political transition. AFP

several Algeria news outlets say blocked by authorities

‘Biden eyes iran talks after nuclear deal return’

severAl Algerian news outlets 
announced on december 2 that their 
websites had been blocked, the latest 
in a series of alleged infringements of 
press freedom in the north African 
country. 

“We vigorously denounce this 
arbitrary measure,” the news team 
at twala, a newcomer on the Alge-
rian media scene and one of the 
affected outlets, said in a state-
ment.

the online newspaper was not 

informed of the move and no explana-
tion has been given for this “attack on 
press freedom”, twala added.

the casbah tribune, an established 
outlet, likewise said its site had been 
blocked, adding in a statement on its 
Facebook page that the blockage 
could be circumvented by using a vir-
tual private network (vPn).

twala, which launched six weeks 
ago, also said readers were able to 
access its site via a vPn, adding that 
its “team continues its work”.

the two outlets, which both pro-
duce news in French and Arabic, are 
not the first to encounter difficulties 
in Algeria this year.

radio M, Maghreb emergent, inter-
lignes, l’Avant-Garde and tsA have all 
complained that the authorities have 
censored their output.

Maghreb emergent and radio M 
also said on december 2 that they 
were again inaccessible, after being 
partially unblocked in October.

the communications ministry has 

not provided any explanation.
the casbah tribune was founded 

in 2017 by Khaled drareni, who is also 
a correspondent for French-language 
tv5 Monde and reporters Without 
Borders (rsF). He is currently in 
jail.

the 40-year-old was sentenced to a 
two-year prison term in september 
for his coverage of the protest move-
ment that toppled Algeria’s long-time 
president Abdelaziz Bouteflika last 
year.

He was found guilty of “inciting an 
unarmed gathering” and “endanger-
ing national unity”, a ruling that drew 
widespread condemnation at home 
and abroad.

in early October, the Algerian gov-
ernment adopted a bill seeking to 
regulate online media activity.

notably, it envisages that all elec-
tronic sites centring on Algerian news 
should be fully based in country, 
including their logistical, human and 
material resources. AFP

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (centre) arrives at the Knesset (Israeli Parliament) 
in Jerusalem on Wednesday. AFP

US President-elect Joe Biden will reportedly insist Iran agrees to new 
demands if it wants the US to return to a nuclear deal and lift sanctions. AFP

israel’s parliament 
moves to break up, 
force new elections



Continued from page 1

I think the court received the 
directive from the top. The 
court is not fair,” Reeda, 26, a 
graduate student, said as dem-
onstrators gathered at Lat 
Phrao intersection.

“In the past they always 
decide decisions that contrast 
with the feeling of the people.”

On the eve of the decision the 
court warned against “vulgar” 
criticism of its work, but this 
did not deter protesters, who 
daubed slogans against the 
court and Prayut on the road.

“I know the prime minister 
will always be okay – it’s like 
the same mafia running things 
in Thailand. But many people 
know the truth,” Chat, a 
60-year-old retiree, said.

Prominent student leader 
Parit “Penguin” Chiwarak 
addressed the crowd on a stage 
with a mocked-up model of 
the constitutional court as a 
backdrop.

He told the rally: “I propose 
that Thailand has no need for 
this constitutional court. They 
must all go. They have thwarted 
democracy far too many times.

“[The judges are] appointed 
by Prayut so they work for 
Prayut, not us the people. They 
no longer have legitimacy in 
our justice system.” 

The case against Prayut was 
brought by the main opposition 
party Pheu Thai, and if it had 
succeeded, the prime minister 
and his cabinet would have 
been thrown out of office.

The court said the military had 
changed the status of the resi-
dence from an army house to a 
guest house in 2012 “so techni-
cally, the defendant’s no longer 
living inside an army house”.

The premier has previously 
argued his family must stay at 
the army house on a military 
base for security reasons.

After the verdict, government 
spokesman Anucha Burapach-
aisri said Prayut was “working 
as usual and following his offi-
cial schedule as normal”.

He appeared relaxed ahead 
of the decision, and toured a 
coconut farm on December 2, 
sending his lawyers to hear the 
verdict on his behalf.

Titipol Phakdeewanich, a 
political scientist with Ubon Rat-
chathani University, said Prayut’s 
victory was little surprise.

He told AFP: “They always 
try to find a legal loophole to 
protect him.”

Chulalongkorn University 
political scientist Thitinan Pong-
sudhirak echoed the view.

He told AFP: “Anyone who’s 
followed Thai politics for the 
past 15 years will think it’s a 
foregone conclusion . . . 
because the constitutional 
court has been so politicised 
since 2006 that it does not 
engender public trust.”

The pro-democracy move-
ment is facing legal action of its 
own, with five key leaders 
charged on November 30 under 
Thailand’s strict royal defama-
tion laws – the first time they 
have been used in two years.

As well as calling for Prayut 
to go, protesters also want a 
rewrite of the army-drafted 
constitution and for reforms 
to the monarchy – a taboo-
smashing demand in a coun-
try where the ultra-wealthy 
royal family has long been 
untouchable. AFP
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LAOs’ National Regulatory 
Authority for UXO and mine 
Action (NRA) is continuing to 
seek funding for its operations 
because the budget allocated to 
victim assistance is very limited.

minister for Labour and 
social Welfare and NRA chair-
man Dr Khampheng saysom-
pheng reported on the matter 
during an annual meeting to 
review progress made in the 
authority’s work plan for 2020 
victim assistance.

The work plan is part of the 
new UXO National strategic 
Plan “safe Path Forward III” 
(2021-2030) in alignment with 
sustainable Development 
Goal 18 and the 2030 Agenda.

Dr Khampheng said the 
strategy will form the basis on 
which the 5-Year National Plan 
is developed. It is essential to 
ensure that unexploded ord-
nance (UXO) is mainstreamed 
across all sectors through the 
nationally endorsed sDG-18, 
“Lives safe from UXO”.

UXO continues to be an ob-
stacle to economic and social 
development, contaminating 
land that could otherwise be 
used for agriculture, industry, 
tourism and the construction 
of infrastructure.

The NRA’s UXO victim assis-
tance programme takes place 
alongside community aware-
ness-raising and risk education 
campaigns in target areas. The 
NRA, with support from donor 

countries, provided support to 
64 UXO victims and survivors 
this year, including medical 
care for 34 people and voca-
tional training for 30 others.

The new five-year (2021-
2025) UXO strategy aims to 
provide more comprehen-
sive support to UXO survi-
vors and their families.

Dr Khampheng said vast tracts 
of land remain contaminated 
with UXO, amounting to about 
10,000ha. All of this must be 
surveyed and cleared of UXO so 
that development can go ahead.

One of the major chal-
lenges for the government is 
sourcing funding for clear-
ance operations.

The meeting reviewed and 
drafted an improved defined 
clearance operational frame-
work and clearance method-
ologies to increase produc-
tivity and enhance safety, 
effectiveness and efficiency.

Last year there were 19 UXO-
related accidents in which 34 
people were injured and some 
deaths were reported. UXO 
surveys and clearance are 
currently underway in Xieng 
Khuang, Khammuan, savan-
nakhet, saravan, Xekong and 
Attapeu provinces.

more public awareness-
raising activities will be car-
ried out in a bid to reduce the 
number of UXO casualties to 
less than 40 a year. VIENTIANE 

TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Lao UXO body seeks 
more fund allocation 
for victim assistance

Kuala Lumpur-s’pore high 
speed rail project talks go on
s

INGAPOReAN Prime 
minister Lee Hsien 
Loong and malaysian 
Prime minister muhy-

iddin Yassin had a discussion 
over video conference on De-
cember 2 on the Kuala Lum-
pur-singapore High speed 
Rail (HsR) project, both lead-
ers said in a joint statement.

They took stock of the prog-
ress of discussions on the 
project, and gained a good un-
derstanding of malaysia’s and 
singapore’s respective positions, 
the prime ministers added.

Their discussion comes 
ahead of the December 31 
deadline for the second and 
final extension of the suspen-
sion of the bilateral project.

The leaders said in their 
statement: “Both sides will an-
nounce further details on the 
HsR project through a joint 
statement in due course.

“Both prime ministers also re-
affirmed the strong bilateral re-
lations between the two coun-
tries covering many areas of 
cooperation and the sincere de-
sire to further strengthen these 
relations for mutual benefit.”

Their joint statement comes 
in the wake of remarks by both 
countries on discussions over 
changes to the project, which 
was first announced in 2010.

The proposed 350km line 
would cut travel time be-
tween the two cities to 90 

minutes, compared with over 
four hours by car.

On November 25, a spokes-
man for singapore’s ministry 
of Transport (moT) said ma-
laysia had proposed some 
changes to the HsR project, 
adding that singapore has 
been discussing them in good 
faith with malaysia.

On November 27, malaysia’s 
minister of economic Affairs 
mustapa mohamed said the 
malaysian government had 
yet to finalise plans for the 
HsR project.

He said malaysia had made 
several new proposals to “im-
prove” the project, and was 
still in the process of negoti-

ating these with singapore.
The remarks come after a 

news report by malaysian web-
site Free malaysia Today last 
week claimed Kuala Lumpur 
was considering changes so 
that the line ends in Johor Baru 
and not singapore, a move that 
would call into question the 
sustainability of the project.

In response to the report, 
the singapore moT spokes-
man said last week that sin-
gapore continues to believe 
that the HsR project is ben-
eficial for both countries, and 
remains fully committed to 
fulfilling its obligations under 
the HsR bilateral agreement.

“We will make our best efforts 

to conclude discussions with 
malaysia by December 31,” the 
spokesman said, adding that 
if, by December 31, malaysia 
does not proceed with the proj-
ect, it will – under agreements 
between both countries – bear 
the agreed costs incurred by 
singapore in fulfilling the HsR 
bilateral agreement.

Both countries signed the 
bilateral agreement, a legally 
binding international pact, in 
Putrajaya in December 2016, 
witnessed by Lee and then-
malaysian Prime minister 
Najib Razak.

But after a change of gov-
ernment following the 2018 
malaysian general election, 
then-Prime minister mahathir 
mohamad initially wanted to 
scrap the HsR as part of a re-
view of mega projects.

The Pakatan Harapan ad-
ministration later clarified that 
it wanted to delay the start of 
construction, as a cancellation 
would have entailed a high 
amount of compensation un-
der the HsR agreement.

Both countries then agreed 
to suspend the project, at ma-
laysia’s request.

The first extension in sep-
tember 2018 ended in may 
this year, but the suspension 
was extended for a second 
and final time, till December 
31. THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGAPORE)/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Malaysian Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin. AFP

Pro-democracy student mocks 
constitutional court at Thai rally

A pro-democracy protester gives the three-finger salute during an 
anti-government rally at Lat Phrao intersection in Bangkok. AFP



T
HE Asia-Europe dialogue, 
which is officially known as 
Asia Europe Meeting (ASEM), 
is the diplomatic result of a 

valuable joint initiative of France, Ger-
many and Singapore. The fundamental 
objective of ASEM is to develop rela-
tions between Europe and Asia at large. 

ASEM started in Bangkok with 25 
members in 1996, and now has 53 
partners: 30 European countries, 21 
Asian countries and two internation-
al organisations (the EU and ASEAN). 
Australia and New Zealand are active 
members of this forum. 

By its nature, ASEM is an intergov-
ernmental process of informal dia-
logue in which an exchange of views 
can take place on all topics of common 
interest to member countries. ASEM’s 
activity revolves around three “pillars”: 
political, economic and financial, 
socio-cultural. This last pillar covers 
issues relating to education, health, 
employment, the environment, sci-
ence and technology, culture, as well as 
relations between civil societies. 

As a forum for multilateralism, ASEM 
is expected to become a real driving 
force for the future, consolidating its 
role as a dynamic facilitator in key are-
as of interregional cooperation. 

Europe and Asia have an important 
role to play in strengthening the insti-
tutions of global governance, includ-
ing through ASEM. Their co-responsi-
bility in the management of global 
crises must be clearly recognised. In 
this regard, ASEM could bring an 
important contribution to the process 
of transforming the new multipolar 
balance of power into effective and 
successful multilateralism. 

Former Finnish President Martti 
Ahtisaari, who received the Nobel 
Peace Prize, said: “At present, Asia-
Europe cooperation is no longer a 
luxury but a necessity. Expanded 
cooperation between the two conti-
nents is vital in order to contribute to 
global peace and security. Coopera-
tion is essentially rooted in construc-
tive dialogue. ASEM occupies a 
unique position in facilitating such a 
dialogue between Europe and Asia “. 

There are many comments about 
ASEM as a “messy diplomatic dance”, 
and opinions according to which Asian 
nations are “traditionally more accus-
tomed to bilateralism, not multilateral-
ism, and prefer to attend ASEM with 
their own respective positions.” This 
description of the situation is not correct. 

The EU and ASEAN share similar 
global visions and develop multilat-
eral cooperation to resolve common 
cross-border issues. To advance this 
position, the two regional organisa-
tions should demonstrate their dip-
lomatic maturity by making vigor-

ous efforts to revitalise ASEM. 
The 53 current partners of ASEM, in 

a ministerial statement of September 
7, 2020 – almost ignored by the main-
stream media – reaffirmed their com-
mitment to maintain the momentum 
of ASEM to strengthen multilateralism 
and mobilise in solidarity in the fight 
against Covid-19. They expressed 
hope that ASEM would emerge from 
this unprecedented global challenge 
stronger and more resilient. ASEAN 
and the EU will have a responsible 
role in implementing this legitimate 
expectation in this complex and mul-
tidimensional process. 

The ASEM I Summit in Bangkok on 
March 1-2, 1996, among other things, 
underlined in its final declaration the 
need to improve cooperation between 
the two regions in the public health sec-
tor. During the same Summit, ASEM I 
also agreed to cooperate to promote 
effective reform and greater democrati-
sation of the UN system, including in 
matters concerning the UN General 
Assembly (UNGA). These commitments 
are still on the waiting list. 

ASEM 13, which will be hosted by 
Cambodia in 2021, will have the diffi-
cult task of advancing action-orient-
ed measures to give tangibility to all 
collective commitments on global 
health, as well as to the UN substan-
tive recommendations on fight 
against Covid-19. 

At this juncture, ASEM must 
avoid becoming a club that is long 
on speech and short on substance. 
To this end, the European long 
experience in many fields and 
Asian traditional adaptability to 

change could be better combined. 
To that end, the ASEM partnership 

should be revitalised to become more 
visible, more proactive and less reactive 
in addressing regional and global issues, 
including while dealing with prevention 
and response to pandemics. In this 
regard, the EU presidency and the 
ASEAN chairmanship play a very impor-
tant role in promoting the credibility of 
ASEM through persuasive action. 

In all circumstances, a true inter-
regional partnership requires innova-
tive diplomatic efforts to develop bal-
anced relations based on reciprocity. 

On October 29, this year, under 
agenda item 128 of the UN General 
Assembly, a draft resolution present-
ed by the president of the UNGA, Vol-
kan Bozkir, entitled Special Session of 
the General Assembly in response to 
the coronavirus pandemic (Covid-19) 
was circulated around the world. 

After informal diplomatic consulta-
tions and a brief procedural debate, 
the draft was adopted on November 5, 
this year, and all ASEM member coun-
tries voted in favour of the resolution. 

A majority of UN member states have 
already approved the request, made on 
behalf of member states of the Non-
Aligned Movement, to convene a spe-
cial session of the UNGA in response to 
the Covid-19 pandemic, at the level of 
heads of state and government. 

The entire operative part of the res-
olution is devoted to the organisa-
tional aspects of the proposed 
extraordinary session, which will be 
held on December 3-4 at the UN 
Headquarters in New York. 

It can be expected that at the UNGA 

special session, ASEM members will 
help find realistic global solutions in 
the process of combating Covid-19 for 
the benefit of all humanity. 

Therefore, this diplomatic event 
can be considered as a promising 
and testing turning point in the con-
text of global efforts to win the war 
against the Covid-19 pandemic. Its 
positive results, demonstrating the 
diplomatic maturity of the world 
organisation and its members, could 
prove to be an important prerequisite 
for achieving real progress in the 
ongoing fight against Covid-19. 

ASEM 13 scheduled in 2021 should 
bring diplomatic satisfaction to its 53 
participants by offering win-win 
solutions acceptable to all. There is 
no doubt that it is not an easy task. 

The 2021 ASEM Summit hosted by 
Cambodia will also be called upon to 
help find a clearer organisational 
identity for ASEM. The promotion of 
mutually beneficial multilateral 
cooperation between Asian and 
European nations, with greater inten-
sity, is an imperative prerequisite for 
successful diplomacy, in harmony 
with ASEM’s lofty vision itself. 

Complacency is the enemy of success-
ful interregional diplomacy, which 
requires creativity and genuine strategic 
thinking to face the myriad of current 
global challenges, including those 
unprecedented by their nature which 
have appeared in the present war against 
the Covid-19 pandemic which must be 
won. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK  
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Opinion

 Asian and European leaders pose for a family photograph during an ASEM summit at the European Council in Brussels in 2018. AfP

The writer is a visiting professor at Assumption 
University in Bangkok, Thailand.  

Opinion
Ioan Voicu

A test for multilateral diplomacy
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Khmer chef lights up montreal’s fine dining scene
Roth Sochieata
 

T
OUK or “boat” in 
Khmer is a vehicle 
that offers the essen-
tial flavours of cam-

bodia using local ingredients. 
This may, while the world 

continued to be in the throes of 
the covid-19 pandemic, chan-
thy Yen took the opportunity 
to transport diners to another 
environment through his food.

diners took time off wor-
rying about the pandemic to 
discover traditional dishes 
that can be difficult to come 
by even in cambodia.

Like a blessing in disguise 
chanthy, the cambodian 
founder of Touk said: “covid-
19 had made it easier to open a 
restaurant because there’s not 
much activity going on. So it’s 
easy to attract the spotlight.”

Yet, having said that, chan-
thy also says that somewhere 
along the journey, the chal-
lenges lie in the fact that peo-
ple don’t know what the cui-
sine is and they don’t trust it.

“Touk takes a lot of energy. 
despite someone like me 
having international experi-
ence at some of the best res-
taurants, and I’m still strug-
gling to operate a place with 
Khmer cuisine.

“It’s high risk because we 
don’t have a big audience for 
Khmer cuisine and we don’t 
even know if there is one. So 
we have some days that are 
very quiet and some days 
where we are fully booked,” 
chanthy tells The Post.

but thankfully he made it, 
and people have fallen in love 
with his food thus far. Some 
cambodian patrons even say 
they don’t know what he did, 
but their food looked and 
tasted amazing.

The top-selling items in 
the restaurant are mee kola 
(burmese-style noodles) and 
nom banh chok (Khmer noo-
dles). most dishes range from 
$9-$15.

raised by his grandparents, 
the 32-year-old has adopted a 
lot of the Khmer recipes from 
his grandmother.

moreover, he has been cook-
ing professionally in kitchens 
for over 16 years and has been 
fortunate enough to work un-
der some of the best chefs in 
the world, including Ferran 
Adria and Adoni Aduriz.

Fieldstone, his first restau-
rant opening won the reader’s 
choice “chef of The Year” 
award in montreal, canada, 
where he lives. And the coun-
try’s parliament bestowed 
him the runner up prize for 
the “best chef” contest or-
ganised by Cult Magazine.

The continued exposure 
allowed him to take a risk 
to rediscover his roots and 
launch Touk, serving curbside 
Khmer cuisine. Touk received 
international coverage from 
montreal, canada-based Bon 
Appetite magazine and The 
Phnom Penh Post in July.

“The success of Touk inspired 
me to take it a step further by 
combining my experiences 
abroad with the flavours of my 
upbringing that inspired me 
to create a dinner series called 
‘Introduction to cambodian 
Gastronomy’,” chanthy says.

He had the menu written in 
Khmer with roman transcrip-
tions such as bai treap (a Khmer 
sweet rice dessert), the custom-
ers don’t know what’s inside of 
it, so he needed to go to their 
table and explain it to them.

For example, chanthy of-
fered samlor korko (assorted 
vegetable soup with fish paste). 
Patrons see the broth and the 
meat, but they don’t appreciate 
the technicalities that went into 
making the gastronomic sur-
prise or the fact that the cook-
ing techniques at the restaurant 
are a culmination of his experi-
ence from around the world.

“Yes, the flavours are Khmer 
but the cooking techniques 
involve more than that. There-
fore, everyone will get a story 
and background of each dish.

“This four-course dinner 
series invites diners to a re-
discovery of my culture. It is 
structured as a five-course 
tasting menu with snacks, pal-
ate cleansers and of course, it 
is themed,” he says.

The first two dinner se-
ries offerings were “essential 
Techniques” (in September) 
and “Pillars of Flavour” (in 
October) which sold out in 
less than six to eight hours.

“essential Techniques” cov-
ered cooking methods in which 
cambodians use frying, steam-
ing, fermenting and grilling so 
that customers can understand 
Khmer ingredients as well.

“Pillars of Flavour” covered 
the flavour profiles of Khmer 
cuisine and the salty, sweet, 
spicy, sour, umami, fragrant, 
and bitter tastes.

The following two offerings in 
November were called “Guilty 
Pleasures” and “celebration”.

“Guilty pleasures” focused on 
chanthy’s adaptations while 
discovering canadian food.

“It covers me living in cana-
da and learning about Khmer 
food. but at the same time 
learning about canadian ad-
aptations as a Khmer person.

“celebration” focused on 
dishes served at weddings, 
and during holidays and spe-
cial events.

“For example if you’re go-
ing to a wedding, what kind 
of food will you be served 
there?” asks chanthy of what 
customers can expect from 
the last two series.

chanthy says his intention for 
Touk is to broaden the aware-
ness of cambodian culture and 
to ensure that Khmer food is 
the same as the other influen-
tial cuisines around the world. 
He wants to bring cambodian 
flavours to the next level.

Half of his patrons are cam-
bodians and he says it’s really 
fun to watch people who are 
born and raised in cambodia 
and have children who are 
born in canada coming to-
gether for meals.

As for his most interesting 
comments, he says: “When I 

was making bok lahong [papa-
ya salad] a cambodian lady told 
me that I put too much vinegar 
in it. I should only use lime.

“And it’s really good that 
cambodians tell me when 
something is not up to par 
because it’s what my grand-
mother would do.

“but other than having 
good food, I love the fact that 
I’m introducing it to their 
children and grandchildren,” 
chanthy says as he reflects on 
the comments.

Asked about what he wants 
to do to improve his eatery, he 
says he would love to convert 
it into a fully-fledged restau-
rant because right now, he and 
his team are turning a Western 
kitchen to a Khmer one, but 
it’s very difficult because the 
equipment is different.

chanthy says one of his 
goals is to present recipes 
and food for the cambodian 

royal family to show that the 
Khmer pride and culture are 
felt throughout the world.

“The fact that we can cel-
ebrate the good and not just 
remember the bad, like our 
war-torn history, provides 
opportunities. I am now em-
barking on a different type of 
war – one where we are grow-
ing our international culture 
and cuisine.

“I would love to do something 
permanent, not just pop up 
now and then so that I can offer 
Khmer food to the world.

“One day, I hope to col-
laborate with chefs in cam-
bodia to see how our food has 
evolved. Which ingredients 
we still commonly use and 
which ones are rarely used.

“How have our kitchens 
changed and which tech-
niques are still respected in 
the everyday cambodian 
home,” he says.

Chef Chanthy Yen has been cooking in professional kitchens for over 16 years and has been fortunate enough 
to work under some of the best chefs in the world. Supplied

Dine-in guests at Chef Chanthy Yen’s restaurant enjoying Khmer cuisine in Canada. Supplied

Bai treap (a Khmer sweet rice dessert) with a modern twist. Supplied



A neArly 40-million-year-
old skeleton belonging to 
what is popularly called a 
“sabre-toothed tiger” is going 
under the hammer next week 
in Geneva, a year after its dis-
covery on a US ranch.

The skeleton, some 120cm 
long, is expected to fetch be-
tween 60,000 and 80,000 Swiss 
francs ($66,560 and $88,750) 
at auction on December 8 in 
the Swiss city.

Piguet auction house director 
Bernard Piguet on December 1 
said: “This fossil is exceptional, 
above all for its conservation – 
it’s 37 million years old, and it’s 
90 per cent complete.

“The few missing bones 
were remade with a 3D print-
er,” he added, with the skel-
eton reconstructed around a 
black metal frame.

Piguet said he was fasci-
nated by the merger of “the 
extremely old with modern 
technologies”.

The original bones are those 
of a Hoplophoneus. not strictly 
a true member of the cat family, 
they are an extinct genus of the 
nimravidae family and stalked 

around north America.
Such extinct predatory 

mammals are commonly 
called sabre-toothed tigers.

Swiss collector yann 
Cuenin, who owns the doz-
ens of palaeontology lots on 
auction, said: “It was found in 
South Dakota during the last 
excavation season, towards 

the end of summer 2019.”
Jurassic Park enthusiasts can 

also buy a Tyrannosaurus rex 
tooth for 2,200-2,800 francs), 
or, for 5,000-7,000 francs, an 
impressive 85cm-long fin 
from a mosasaur – a marine 
reptile that in the Cretaceous 
period was at the top of the 
submarine food chain. AFP

Director of the ‘Piguet Hotel des Ventes’ auction house Bernard Piguet 
poses with a rare sabre-toothed cat’s skeleton during a preview of the 
sale in Geneva on Tuesday. AFP

15THE PHNOM PENH POST  DeCemBer  4, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Sits for shots
  6 Epic chronicle
 10 Style of apparel
 14 As a whole
 15 College exam type
 16 Two-way-radio word
 17 Highly intelligent group
 18 Fabric fuzz
 19 Crazy in love
 20 Searched
 23 Sofa variety
 25 Shad eggs
 26 War area to some vets
 27 “Wheel of Fortune” buy?
 28 Street-smart
 31 Builders’ offices
 33 Scatterbrain
 35 Rare sports result
 36 Pa
 37 Through and through
 42 Cave dweller
 43 Farm animal
 44 Maui cookout
 46 “Cheers” episode, now
 49 Bullet casing

 51 Kitchen meas.
 52 Holiday preceder
 53 Letter after sigma
 55 Bridal paths
 57 Went separate ways
 61 Object of a brilliant thought
 62 Cajun staple
 63 Capital of a U.S. state
 66 Within arm’s reach
 67 “I’ve ___ to London to see ...”
 68 Not the outgoing type
 69 Edible root of 58-Down
 70 Winged god of love
 71 Tool put away for the winter
DOWN
  1 Another farm animal
  2 Wee hour
  3 Saintliness
  4 Bede’s creator
  5 Attacks a Ghostbuster
  6 Bottom of a shoe
  7 Dry
  8 Sinclair Lewis’ Elmer
  9 Clipped conjunction
 10 Retro boot
 11 “Get thee gone!”
 12 Jamaican music genre

 13 Lullaby composer, famously
 21 “Get lost!”
 22 Cut into smaller pieces
 23 Feeling down
 24 Seat of Garfield County, Okla.
 29 French wine
 30 Climbing plant
 32 False concept
 34 Ox of India
 36 Bulldog’s jowl
 38 “The Divine Comedy” writer
 39 Prepare to plant
 40 Remote
 41 Emit amplified light
 45 Bullish times
 46 A way to express discontent
 47 Dodged
 48 Enjoy a book again
 49 Dupe
 50 Legally on the hook
 54 Building brick
 56 Cook’s hair wear
 58 Poi-making tuber
 59 Cookie choice
 60 Provides the crew
 64 Socialize with
 65 Slip or trip

“HAIR GEL” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

machu Picchu eases 
Covid-19 visitor limit

rare US ‘sabre-toothed tiger’ 
skeleton put up for auction

T
He Inca citadel of 
machu Picchu, the 
crown jewel of Peru’s 
tourist sites, has in-

creased its daily visitor limit by 
40 per cent to 1,116, according 
to the culture ministry.

machu Picchu reopened 
on november 1 after a nearly 
eight-month lockdown due 
to the coronavirus pandemic, 
but for safety reasons, only 
675 tourists were allowed to 
access the site per day, just 
30 per cent of the number of 
visitors pre-pandemic.

The ministry said it decided 

to increase daily capacity after 
the rate of Covid-19 infections 
in Peru began to decline.

Before the pandemic, be-
tween 2,000 and 3,000 people 
per day entered the citadel, 
and as many as 5,000 during 
high season.

In march, on the last day of 
visits before shutting down, 
2,500 people visited machu 
Picchu.

The ministry said all visitors 
must comply with health and 
safety measures for the coro-
navirus, including wearing a 
mask.

machu Picchu, which 
means “old mountain” in the 
indigenous Quechuan lan-
guages, is the most enduring 
legacy of the Inca empire that 
ruled a large swathe of west-
ern South America for 100 
years before the Spanish con-
quest in the 16th century.

The ruins of the Inca settle-
ment, abandoned and over-
grown by vegetation, were re-
discovered in 1911 by the US 
explorer Hiram Bingham.

In 1983, UneSCO declared 
machu Picchu a World Heri-
tage Site. AFP

A tourist poses for a photo in front of the archaeological site of Machu Picchu in Cusco, Peru on November 2. AFP



The NBA announced on 
December 2 that 48 players have 
tested positive for the coronavi-
rus, a dramatic increase over the 
zero positive tests reported dur-
ing last season’s quarantine bub-
ble in the US state of Florida.

The basketball league said the 
positive tests are the result of 546 
tests carried out between Novem-
ber 24-30 as it gets set to begin 
preseason games in nine days.

The zero positive tests were 
from the beginning of last sea-
son’s quarantine bubble to the 
end of the season in mid-Oc-
tober.

One team, the Golden State 
Warriors, has already delayed 
the beginning of their indi-
vidual workouts by a day this 
week because of players test-
ing positive.

This was the initial round of 
tests for players as they returned 
to their teams ahead of the start 
of individual workouts on 
December 1. The NBA says it 
will be testing all of its players 
daily throughout the season.

The infection rate number is 
also higher than the 46 players 
that tested positive for Covid-19 
in the weeks ahead of the start 
of the pandemic-disrupted sea-
son. The new results show the 
league has a positivity rate of 8.8 
per cent, which is high.

Under the league’s tough 
new Covid-19 protocols, a 
players who tests positive has 
to refrain from workouts for at 
least 10 days and more if he is 
showing symptoms.

The NBA’s first preseason 
games are December 11 with 
the regular season scheduled 
to begin less than two weeks 
later. AFP
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Neymar puts man Utd to the sword as 
Dortmund advance, Giroud scores four
N

eymAr’S brace 
helped Paris Saint-
Germain (PSG) 
to a vital 3-1 win 

over manchester United on 
December 2 that took the 
French club to within touch-
ing distance of the Cham-
pions League last 16, while 
Borussia Dortmund secured 
their qualification for the next 
round and Olivier Giroud 
scored all four goals in Chel-
sea’s 4-0 thumping of Sevilla.

PSG could have been on 
the brink of elimination from 
Group h with a defeat at Old 
Trafford but Neymar put last 
season’s runners-up ahead 
in the sixth minute and the 
world’s most expensive player 
sealed their victory in stop-
page time.

In between, marcus rash-
ford’s shot went in off Danilo 
Pereira to bring United level 
in the first half, and edinson 
Cavani hit the bar against his 
former club.

marquinhos prodded the 
French champions back in 
front midway through the 
second half and the game ap-
peared up for Ole Gunnar Sol-
skjaer’s side when Fred was 
sent off for a second yellow, 
having been fortunate to es-
cape a red card early on.

Neymar’s late clincher could 
prove crucial as it gives PSG 
the head-to-head advantage 
following United’s 2-1 win in 
Paris in October.

Solskjaer said: “We had some 
big chances, big moments and 
that’s the difference when you 
get to the big games.”

There is a three-way tie on 
nine points at the top of the 
group with rB Leipzig right 

in contention after Norwe-
gian striker Alexander Sorloth 
scored in injury time to give 
them a 4-3 victory at Istanbul 
Basaksehir.

Irfan Can Kahveci’s superb 
hat-trick looked to have res-
cued a draw for Basaksehir 
as they came back from 3-1 
down to draw level. yussuf 
Poulsen, Nordi mukiele and 
Dani Olmo also scored for 
Leipzig.

It all means PSG now need 
only draw at home to Basakse-
hir next week to qualify.

PSG coach Thomas Tuchel 
said: “We have almost quali-
fied, which means we have not 

qualified yet. That is the reality. 
Being almost pregnant does 
not mean you are pregnant.”

United also only require a 
point when they visit Leipzig, 
but will be out if they lose, 
while the Germans would in 
that case go through.

Dortmund secured their 
progress after a 1-1 draw at 
home to Lazio in Group F, de-
spite losing erling Braut haa-
land to a leg injury.

raphael Guerreiro put the 
Germans in front but Ciro Im-
mobile’s penalty against his 
old side brought Lazio level.

Lazio will join Dortmund in 
the next round if they avoid 

defeat against Club Brugge 
next week.

The Belgians are two points 
back and still in contention 
after beating Zenit Saint-Pe-
tersburg 3-0, with teenage Bel-
gian international Charles De 
Ketelaere putting them ahead, 
hans Vanaken adding a penal-
ty and Noa Lang also scoring.

The performance of the 
evening came from Giroud, 
as the France striker scored 
all four goals in Chelsea’s 4-0 
win away to Sevilla.

On just his second start this 
season, Giroud produced two 
lovely finishes before head-
ing in to make it 3-0 and then 

winning and converting a late 
penalty.

The 34-year-old is the old-
est player to score a hat-trick 
in the competition since hun-
garian great Ferenc Puskas in 
1965 for real madrid against 
Feyenoord.

Both teams were already 
through but the win allowed 
Chelsea to secure top spot in 
Group e.

Chelsea manager Frank Lam-
pard, the last Chelsea player to 
score four goals in a game in 
2010, told BT Sport: “Amazing 
solo performance from Olivier. 
Delighted with him, delighted 
with the team.”

In the same group, marcus 
Berg’s goal gave Krasnodar a 
1-0 win over rennes, mean-
ing the russians will play in 
the europa League in the new 
year.

history was made in Turin 
as France’s Stephanie Frap-
part became the first woman 
to referee a men’s Champions 
League game when Juventus 
beat Dynamo Kiev 3-0.

The game was also notable 
for Cristiano ronaldo scor-
ing his 750th career goal, his 
record-extending 132nd in 
the Champions League.

Federico Chiesa and Al-
varo morata also scored for 
Juve, who had already quali-
fied from Group G before the 
game, along with Barcelona.

The Catalans kept up their 
perfect record and stayed on 
course to win the group by 
beating Ferencvaros 3-0 in Bu-
dapest without the rested Lio-
nel messi. Antoine Griezmann 
and martin Braithwaite netted 
before Ousmane Dembele 
converted a penalty. AFP

NBA says 48 
players test 
positive for 
coronavirus

F1 set for high-speed race, days after fireball and hamilton-less
JUST days after romain Gros-
jean’s fireball crash and mirac-
ulous escape at the Bahrain 
Grand Prix, the Formula One 
(F1) circus returns to the same 
venue besieged by breaking 
news, but set to deliver the 
fastest laps of the year.

This weekend’s Sakhir Grand 
Prix may be raced at the same 
Bahrain International Circuit, 
but it will run on a different 

track – the high-speed outer 
loop – on which lap times are 
forecast to be around 55 sec-
onds in qualifying and below 
60 in the race.

After a fast-moving few days 
that have seen Grosjean 
understandably ruled out of 
action by haas as he heals and 
rests, following his 245km/h 
crash, and newly-crowned 
seven-time champion Lewis 

hamilton placed in isolation 
after testing positive for Covid-
19, F1 offers an intriguing and 
unpredictable spectacle.

There will be much interest in 
how haas reserve Pietro Fitti-
paldi fares on his debut in the 
Frenchman’s place and perhaps 
more in studying George rus-
sell’s progress in hamilton’s 
mercedes after stepping up 
from stragglers Williams.

It is the first time hamilton 
has missed a race since his 
debut at melbourne in 2007.

russell has two seasons’ 
experience, but has yet to score 
a point and his opportunity to 
run alongside Valtteri Bottas in 
the ‘black arrows’ is expected 
to end that sequence.

The Finn, who clocked the 
year’s briefest lap in taking pole 
in 1:02.939 on his way to victory 
at the season-opening Austrian 
Grand Prix in July, will be seek-
ing his first win in six races – and 
aiming for pole along the way.

Only one driver, Niki Lauda at 
the 1974 French Grand Prix, has 

previously recorded a sub-60 
seconds pole position lap and 
his came on the outer track at 
Dijon, which had fewer corners 
than its alternative layout.

Bottas, resisting red Bull 
driver max Verstappen’s chal-
lenge for runners-up place 
behind hamilton, will hope to 
emulate that feat on a circuit 
dubbed “an almost oval track” 
by F1’s motorsports chief ross 
Brawn. Lauda clocked 58.79 
seconds.

While the inner track at Bah-
rain has 15 corners, the outer 
loop has only 11 and is almost 
1km shorter, making it a novel 
challenge. It has never been 
used previously for an interna-
tional race weekend – and, to 
add drama, both qualifying 
and the 87-lap race will take 
place at night under lights.

Additional intrigue will be 
added by seeing mick Schu-
macher, who was confirmed 
on December 2 as joining haas 
next season alongside Nikita 
mazepin, bidding to seal the 

Formula Two title. 
he is poised to make an 

early F1 appearance at the Abu 
Dhabi Grand Prix, a week later, 
in December 4 practice – and, 
if Grosjean fails in his bid to 
recover for a personal F1 finale 
at the yas marina circuit, in the 
final race of the season.

“Obviously, it would be a 
challenge, but definitely, I 
think I would be able to get to 
know the car more to be even 
better prepared for next year,” 
said Schumacher, the 21-year-
old son of seven-time cham-
pion michael Schumacher.

haas team boss Guenther 
Steiner hopes Grosjean is fit 
enough to drive. “At the 
moment, I want to see where 
romain is on monday. I think 
he can finish his time with haas 
in a race, that’s what I would like 
– and not just watching it.”

hamilton still hopes to 
return for Abu Dhabi, the final 
part of a season-ending triple-
header in the middle east, but 
that depends on him passing 

a coronavirus test after 10 
days’ hotel room isolation.

his absence means he can-
not claim a record-equalling 
13 wins in a season, but it is a 
golden chance for fellow-Brit-
on russell, a mercedes acad-
emy driver, to impress team 
chief Toto Wolff.

“Obviously, nobody can 
replace Lewis, but I’ll give my 
all for the team in his absence 
from the moment I step in the 
car,” said russell.

Grosjean, meanwhile, will 
rest at his Abu Dhabi hotel, 
watching and waiting. “If my 
left hand doesn’t work next 
week and I’m not able to do 
everything I have to do with it, 
I won’t take a risk,” he said on 
December 2.

he added that he had told 
his family: “I’m going to Abu 
Dhabi. I’m sorry for you, but I 
need it for myself. I need to 
know if I’m able to get back 
into a car, what I will feel, how 
it will go - and whether I’m still 
able to do it.” AFP

Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian forward Neymar (right) celebrates with Paris Saint-Germain’s Italian forward 
Moise Kean after scoring his team’s first goal during the Uefa Champions League Group H football match between 
Manchester United and Paris Saint Germain at Old Trafford in Manchester, north west England, on Wednesday. AFP

Haas F1’s French driver Romain Grosjean spins out of track during the first 
practice session ahead of the Bahrain Formula One Grand Prix at the 
Bahrain International Circuit in the city of Sakhir on November 27. POOL/AFP
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