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Mom Kunthear

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen said  
the first community transmis-
sion of Covid-19 in Cambodia 
has led the country to the 

“most critical moment” that warranted 
urgent, large-scale operations to con-
tain the pandemic.

Hun Sen, who confirmed the first 
local transmission on November 28, 

said the source of the new infection 
had yet to be discovered. 

“[Community transmission] is what 
we are most concerned about. It de-
mands that we operate quickly and on a 
large scale. This is not the time to blame 
each other and it is not the time to shift 
the blame onto this person or that per-
son. It is the time for solidarity,” he said.

The prime minister ordered all mu-
nicipal and provincial authorities to 

prepare quarantine centres for those 
who cannot self-quarantine at home. 
“Cambodia either can control the 
situation or it cannot within the next 
15 days. This is a critical time for con-
certed efforts of the government and 
the people. I would like to call the next 
15 days, at least, to be the most criti-
cal moment for Cambodia. Whether 
Cambodia comes through or not de-
pends on this time,” Hun Sen said. 

“If the government alone works to 
get through this tough time, and the 
people don’t join the effort, it will not 
be successful,” he added. 

The prime minister made the re-
marks as he announced the provision 
of nearly $300,000 to poor Cambodi-
ans who are forced to quarantine for 
15 days because of Covid-19, with each 

Cambodia at ‘most critical 
moment’, Hun Sen warns
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Americans 
bracing for 
Covid ‘surge 
upon a surge’
THE US should prepare for a “surge upon 
a surge” in coronavirus cases as millions 
of travellers return home after the Thanks-
giving holiday, top US scientist Anthony 
Fauci warned on November 29.

The US is the world’s worst-affected 
country, with 266,831 Covid-19 deaths, 
and President Donald Trump’s admin-
istration has issued conflicting mes-
sages on mask-wearing, travel and the 
danger posed by the virus.

“There almost certainly is going to 
be an uptick because of what has hap-
pened with the travel,” Fauci told 
CNN’s State of the Union. 

Travel surrounding November 26’s 
Thanksgiving holiday made this the 
busiest week in US airports since the 
pandemic began.

“We may see a surge upon a surge” 
in two or three weeks, Fauci added. 
“We don’t want to frighten people, but 
that’s the reality.”

The trend is ominous, Fauci and 
other government scientists said, with 
the Christmas holidays sure to bring 
more travel and family gatherings.

Deborah Birx, White House corona-
virus response coordinator, noted a 
surge in Covid-19 after a holiday week-
end in May.

“Now we’re entering this post-Thanks-
giving surge with three, four and 10 
times as much disease across the coun-
try,’ she told CBS’s Face the Nation.

“We are deeply worried.”
The US surgeon general, Jerome 

Adams, was equally blunt. 
“I want to be straight . . . it’s going to 

get worse over the next several weeks,” 
he told Fox News Sunday. 

As of November 30, the US added 
140,651 Covid-19 cases, taking its total 
to 13,373,673, according to Johns Hop-
kins University. There had been 822 
additional deaths. AFP

Never forget
a buddhist monk sprinkles holy water around the crate containing Kaavan the asian elephant upon his arrival in  
cambodia from pakistan at siem reap International airport on monday. AFP sTORY > 5

Kingdom’s airports get high 
marks on health and hygiene
Niem Chheng

CAMBODIA’S three international air-
ports have earned health accredita-
tions from an aviation watchdog group 
that carried out audits on the safety 
and hygiene measures put in place 
after the global Covid-19 outbreak, 
according to a press statement.

Cambodia Airports on November 30 
said the airports in the capital, Siem 
Reap and Preah Sihanouk provinces had 
obtained Airport Health Accreditation 

from Airport Council International (ACI) 
for practicing proper health procedures, 
including cleaning and disinfection, 
social distancing and staff safety.

The ACI audit also focused on the 
measures airports had put in place to 
protect passengers, specifically when 
they interacted with airport personnel 
during checking in, boarding and dis-
embarking. The inspection included 
airport facilities such as duty-free shops, 
food and beverage areas and business 
lounges, according to the press release.

France’s VINCI Airports, which is a 70 
per cent shareholder in Cambodia Air-
ports, has developed and promoted the 
“protecting each other” campaign 
based on recommendations by the 
World Health Organisation and the 
International Civil Aviation Authority 

“We congratulate the Cambodia 
Airports-operated airports in Phnom 
Penh, Siem Reap and Sihanoukville for 
obtaining the ACI Airport Health
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F
IVE of Cambodia’s 28 
governmental min-
istries have been al-
located the largest 

portions of the $8 billion draft 
national budget for 2021, with 
the Ministry of Economy and 
Finance explaining that these 
ministries had been hit hard-
est by the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Finance ministry spokes-
man Meas Soksensan told 
The Post on November 29 that 
the government had allowed 
these five ministries to spend 
more money than other min-
istries in accordance with the 
Rectangular Strategy Phase IV 
in the context of the Covid-19 
health crisis. The main goals 
of the strategy, he said, were 
to boost economic growth, 
address challenges head-on 
and manage risk effectively. 

“In order to achieve these 
main objectives, the 2021 
budget was prepared based 
on five key strategic princi-
ples and seven key technical 
principles,” said Soksensan, 
adding that the budget was 
focused on general adminis-
tration, national defence, se-
curity and public order, social 
affairs and the economy.

The draft budget, which was 
approved by the Council of 
Ministers on October 25, ear-
marked more than $859 mil-
lion for the Ministry of Edu-
cation, Youth and Sport, $641 
million for the Ministry of Na-
tional Defence, and $599 mil-
lion for the Ministry of Public 
Works and Transport. 

According to the draft bud-
get, which was then approved 
by the National Assembly on 
November 25, the Ministry 
of Health will be allowed to 
spend $557 million and the 
Ministry of Interior permitted 
to spend $507 million.

The 2021 draft budget stated 
that it was prepared in accor-
dance with the base expendi-
ture ceilings set by the govern-
ment to be provided to each 

ministry and institution for 
non-staff expenditure at the 
level of budgets of expendi-
ture rationalisation for 2020, 
as well as the implementation 
of the principles of maintain-
ing the salary levels equal to 
2020, including the basic sala-
ries and severance payments.

“As a result, national and 
sub-national current expen-
diture plans decrease some-
what, compared to the 2020 

National Budget Law.”
Pech Pisey, executive direc-

tor of Transparency Interna-
tional Cambodia, praised the 
government for prioritising 
education and public servic-
es. Even so, he said the gov-
ernment provided too much 
of the draft budget to the de-
fence ministry because the 
present security situation did 
not warrant such spending. 

“Regarding the defence 

ministry, it would be better if 
the budget [for national de-
fence] could be reduced to 
less than ministries that work 
for direct social benefits. 

“Because we lack money, we 
want to generate income to 
support the sub-national lev-
els, such as villages and com-
munes, so this budget can 
be used for the benefit of the 
people, especially during the 
Covid-19 crisis,” he said.

Three more die 
from rice wine 
poisoning, 31 
in hospital

THE number of people who 
have died from alcohol 
poisoning in Kampong 

Chhnang province’s Teuk Phos 
district has increased to seven by 
Monday afternoon.

Police have closed nine locations 
that were producing and selling 
alcohol and arrested five people. 

Kampong Chhnang provincial 
Department of Health direc-
tor Prak Vun told The Post 131 
people were poisoned by tainted 
rice wine. Two people died in the 
village, two died in transport and 
two more at the Kampong Chh-
nang Provincial Referral Hospital. 
One person passed away at the 
Calmette Hospital in Phnom Penh. 

Vun added that three people 
remained in a critical condition, 
31 were being treated at Kam-
pong Chhnang referral hospital 
and 90 had recovered. 

“The police collected the rice 
wine and stopped production. We 
don’t know why they still have rice 
wine to drink,” he said, adding 
that more people are likely to get 
alcohol poisoning continuously.

Provincial deputy police chief 
Ea Bunthoeun told The Post on 
November 30 that authorities 
had not officially announced the 
cause of death. They are waiting 
on a sample test to return from 
the Institut Pasteur du Cam-
bodge in Phnom Penh. 

He said police are checking 
establishments that produce rice 
wine and sell alcohol unpermit-
ted. They have suspended nine 
places in two districts including 
Teuk Phos and Kampong Tralach. 

“We suspended, explained and 
advise them. We also detained 
five people, including one wine 
producer and four wine sellers,” 
he said. 

Bunthoeun said that authori-
ties are still investigating.

“We try to educate people about 
public health effects,” he said.

The alcohol poisoning occurred 
on November 28 at the funeral 
of two villagers who died due to 
water poisoning. The preliminary 
conclusion of the deaths is a high 
level of methanol. MoM Kunthear

Nov Sivutha

THE Royal Academy of Cam-
bodia has approved more than 
260 new words this year, al-
though experts say that number 
is down from last year because 
of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Sorn Pov, vice-president 
of the National Council of 
Khmer Language (NCKL) at 
the Royal Academy of Cam-
bodia (RAC), told The Post on 
November 30 that this year 
267 words were approved as 
of October, compared to 425 
words in 2019. He said most 
of the new words were terms 
used in agriculture, technol-
ogy and linguistics.

Pov said the reason the 
NCKL adopted so few new 
words this year was because 
Cambodia had been fac-
ing Covid-19 since Febru-
ary. Even so, he stood by the 
council’s work. 

“This is not the National 
Council of Khmer Language 
using Covid-19 as an excuse, 
but it must be mentioned.  We 
have done what we could to 
achieve this result,” he said. 

According to Pov, there have 
been requests for new words 
from the ministries of Infor-
mation; Environment; Posts 
and Telecommunications as 
well as other institutions and 
the private sector. He said the 
requests were made to a com-
mittee under the NCKL for 
approval. He did not specify 
the number of requests the 
committee had received. 

In addition to approving 
the new words proposed by 
the committee, Pov said the 
NCKL had three major re-
sponsibilities. It must pub-
lish national policy in Khmer, 
make a step-by-step sub-de-

cree related to the use of the 
Khmer language and update 
the Khmer dictionary.

Lek Chumnor, vice-presi-
dent of the Khmer Writers As-
sociation, said the NCKL had 
been working to compile and 
approve many new words in 
response to their develop-
ment and use in Cambodia.

But he pushed for correc-
tions to some words that had 
been translated and were 
broadcast on television and 

published in writing. He 
added that some words were 
used incorrectly in writing 
because most young people 
are influenced by foreign 
languages through the media. 

Chumnor said many 
Khmer words were spelled 
erroneously.

“From my observation, the 
use of Khmer language by 
[news] presenters is some-
times wrong, which causes 
children to imitate them and 

mispronounce the words. 
These presenters need more 
grammar training. However, 
both the spoken and written 
language will evolve over 
time, and this is what the ex-
perts are trying to keep track 
of,” he said.

A report by the NCKL 
showed that from 2017 to 
October 20, the council had 
approved 4,015 new words 
for use in the ministries and 
other national institutions.

The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport has been allocated the biggest portion at $859 million. honG Menea

National Council for the Khmer Language officials meet at the Royal Academy of Cambodia. supplied
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household receiving about $5 per 
day for the isolation period. 

“Please don’t make the mistake 
that I require them to be in quar-
antine for 15 days. The quarantine 
is only 14 days. but I will provide 
them money for 15 days with the 
purpose of helping poor people,” 

Hun Sen said on November 30.
“This assistance money is to be 

provided to only families who have 
PoorId cards and are kept in quar-
antine. The ministry of Health must 
also provide money to any governors 
so they can use the funds to help 
those who are required to quaran-
tine. Otherwise, they will be in quar-
antine without rice to put into the 

pot – and this is not appropriate.”
Speaking during a groundbreaking 

ceremony for the construction and 
improvement of roads in Siem reap 
province on November 30, Hun Sen 
said people linked to the recent 
community transmission must stay 
at home and local authorities would 
monitor them and supply foods to 
poor families forced to quarantine. 

The prime minister referred to 
the recent community transmis-
sion of covid-19 as the “November 
28 community event”, referring to 
the date it was confirmed that the 
wife of chhem Savuth, the direc-
tor-general of prisons, had tested 
positive for covid-19. 

The government announced that all 
people suspected of being involved 
with the November 28 community 
event could be tested for covid-19 
free of charge. The compensation for 
poor families in quarantine would be 
capped at roughly $74 per household.

The health ministry has been tasked 
with distributing the roughly one bil-
lion riel ($290,000) throughout the 
country. Phnom Penh was provided 
100 million riel, Siem reap province 

was given 80 million riel and 15 other 
provinces were granted 50 million riel 
each. The eight remaining provinces 
were provided 30 million riel apiece, 
according to the government. 

ministry of economy and Finance 
spokesman meas Soksensan told 
The Post on November 30 that the 
government still had reserve funds to 
fight covid-19, and the money would 
be used for essential operations. 

The health ministry on November 30 
said 14 had tested positive for covid-19 
in the latest round of testing after the 
November 28 community event. 

Hun Sen said he did not consider 
cambodia’s response to the pandem-
ic a failure and that he hoped those 
who contracted the virus would sur-
vive with proper medical attention.

“We have medicine ready for 
treatment and we have seriously 
investigated how the virus infected 
the family of chhem Savuth. We 
must use strong medicine to solve 
this problem and follow the advice 
of doctors,” he said.

In a recorded message on Novem-
ber 30, Hun Sen ordered Phnom 
Penh municipal governor Khuong 

Sreng and Siem reap provincial gov-
ernor Tea Seiha to ban all mass gath-
erings such as weddings and other 
celebrations until december15. 

“At the request of the health min-
istry and the opinion provided by 
the World Health Organisation, we 
are required to enact more safety 
measures in Phnom Penh and Siem 
reap province,” he said.

The prime minster also asked for 
understanding from the public as he 
suspended gatherings of 20 people 
and more for 15 days.  

“We won’t ban people from going 
out or being on the road, but please 
don’t cause congestion at traffic lights 
and please reduce the amount of time 
spent away from home for the next 15 
days. Otherwise, we will be too late [to 
contain covid-19],” he said.

The health ministry said that as 
of November 30, cambodia had 323 
confirmed cases of covid-19, includ-
ing 71 women. Of those infected, 
301 patients had recovered, while 
22 were being treated at the Khmer-
Soviet Friendship Hospital and the 
chak Angre Health centre in Phnom 
Penh’s meanchey district.

Pm asks for understanding as big gatherings banned for two weeks

People wait for Covid-19 testing at Aeon Mall 1 in Phnom Penh on Monday. HONG MENEA

Despite the recent Covid-19 community transmission, the Grade 12 
examination will still begin on December 21 as planned. HEAN rANGsEy 

Police nab 
man with 
2kg drugs 
in S Treng
Orm Bunthoeurn

THe Stung Treng Provincial 
court prosecutor is question-
ing a man arrested for alleg-
edly trafficking more than 
2kg of drugs from Laos to 
cambodia.

The case has not gone to the 
judge yet, according to court 
spokesman Kim Hong San. He 
said the drugs must first be 
sent to a laboratory.

“We need to take some sam-
ples and send them to the drug 
laboratory to confirm the pure 
percentage,” he said.

Article 40 of the 2012 law on 
drug control stipulates that 
the charge of illegal posses-
sion, transportation or traf-
ficking of drugs is punishable 
by two to five years in prison. 
In addition to imprisonment, 
offenders can receive an addi-
tional fine of four million to 
10 million riel ($1,000 to 
$2,500).

The law also states a perpe-
trator can face imprisonment 
for five to 10 years and a fine 
of 10 million to 20 million riel 
in the case of amphetamines, 
methamphetamine or ecstasy 
in pure quantities ranging 
from 80 grammes to less than 
240 grammes.

Provincial deputy police chief 
Phay raksmey said the suspect 
and evidence were sent to court 
on November 30.

According to raksmey, the 
suspect is a 20-year-old cam-
bodian man living in Preah 
romkel commune’s Leu village 
in Stung Treng province’s borei 
O’Svay Sen chey district. 

He was arrested on Novem-
ber 28 at Leu village with 10 
methamphetamine tablets, 
equivalent to 20,000 pills and 
weighing 2,032.2 grams.

raksmey said Stung Treng 
anti-drug police are still 
investigating to find other 
suspects.

The government has allocated nearly $150 million to improve damaged roads in Siem Reap province. sPM

Pm: Virus will not hinder 
Kingdom’s development
Voun Dara

P
rIme minister Hun 
Sen said covid-19 will 
not hinder cambo-
dia’s development, as 

the government could dip into 
national budget funds to 
develop infrastructure in the 
provinces, solve current prob-
lems, and spur post-covid-19 
economic growth.

Speaking at the groundbreak-
ing ceremony for the construc-
tion and improvement of 38 
roads in Siem reap province 
on November 30, Hun Sen said 
the capital, Siem reap and 
Preah Sihanouk provinces will 
be the economic drivers. 

Siem reap, he said, is the 
former capital of cambodia 
and an attractive tourist desti-
nation. roads in the province, 
however, are small in size and 
the government has pledged 
$150 million to rebuild and 
improve them. 

“What we are doing in Siem 
reap, Preah Sihanouk and 
other provinces is solving pres-
ent problems and get ready to 
move forward to spur econom-
ic growth after covid-19.

“We still stand up to solve 
these problems by releasing 
capital,” he said. 

The prime minister said if 
the covid-19 situation eases, 
the government might think 
of organising an Angkor Sang-
kran event in 2022 to mark 
the completion of the road 
construction. 

“covid-19 cannot hinder our 
development, such as the de-
velopment project in Preah Sih-
anouk province and the project 
here in Siem reap,” he said.

ministry of Public Works 
and Transport minister Sun 
chanthol presented a report 
during the opening of the 
construction site, saying the 
38 roads spanned 108.74km. 
The construction of the roads 

will cost $140 million and the 
construction of rain drainage 
and wastewater systems will 
cost more than $9 million. 

“This project will take 13 
months starting from the open-
ing of the construction site and 
construction will be complete 
in late 2021,” he said.

chanthol said the project 
played an important role in 
connecting the town to the 
suburbs and to main tourist ar-
eas and national road networks 
to reduce traffic accidents. 

Hopefully, he said, the 
roads will spur transportation 
growth. The project will also 
attract investors, business-
people and local and interna-
tional tourists, he added. 

An inter-ministerial working 
group committee is inspect-
ing and assessing work on the 
project along with an inter-
ministerial technical inspec-
tion team tasked with check-
ing each construction site.

Voun Dara

PrIVATe schools have been 
temporarily suspended for two 
weeks while public schools 
have been ordered to wrap up 
the 2019-2020 academic year to 
avoid the spread of covid-19. 

Grade 12 national examina-
tion, however, will still take 
place on december 21. 

The announcement was 
made by minister of educa-
tion, Youth and Sport Hang 
chuon Naron.

“The ministry would like to 
advise municipal and provin-
cial departments of education 
and management of all public 
educational institutions to end 
the 2019-2020 academic year 
on November 30. They can then 
conduct a preliminary evalua-
tion for 2020-2021 by January 
11, 2021,” said chuon Naron. 

According to the announce-
ment, the suspension of private 
institutions for two weeks will 
start from November 29, while 
learning will continue online. 

The announcement followed 
Hun Sen’s recorded message on 
November 30 to the governors 
of Phnom Penh and Siem reap 
province and the education 
ministry after the first case of 
communuty transmission was 
confirmed on November 28. 

There must be suspensions 
of gatherings of more than 
20 people for 15 days start-

ing from November 30 in the 
capital and Siem reap. 

“The education ministry has 
to take urgent action related 
to school closures and ending 
the academic year. Further 
studying should be suspend-
ed for grade 12 students who 
are preparing to take exams 
too,” said Hun Sen. 

Vocational training centres 
will also be suspended for 15 
days. 

chuon Naron said on No-
vember 30 that measures to 
stop all gatherings will take 
effect immediately.

On November 30, the Aii Lan-
guage centres in Phnom Penh 
announced a temporary sus-
pension of classes. The school 
allows students to shift from 
physical class education to 
online learning using Google 
classroom, Zoom, Telegram, 
messenger, Google meet and 
other applications from No-
vember 30 until further notice 
from the education ministry. 

The Grade 9 diploma exami-
nation, which is being held on 
November 30 and december 
1, is taking place as planned 
throughout the country, edu-
cation ministry spokesman 
ros Soveacha said.

“The ministry sees manage-
ment and exam candidates 
have followed prevention mea-
sures well. There are no notice-
able incidents,” he said. 

Schools close as 
covid-19 fears 
rattle cambodia 
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Nov Sivutha

THe ministry of Public Works 
and Transport has given the 
Kingdom’s driving schools 
a one-year deadline to im-
prove their training facilities 
for those seeking a licence 
to drive heavy trucks, after a 
wave of accidents involving 
cargo vehicles. 

chhuon Vorn, director-gen-
eral of the General depart-
ment of Land Transport, told 
The Post on November 29 that 
driving schools were instruct-
ed to open training areas so 
candidates could learn how 
to drive heavy trucks.

He said if driving schools did 
not develop areas to train heavy 
truck drivers, the ministry 
would only allow them to train 
candidates to drive cars. There 
is no requirement for training 
areas for family cars, he added, 
because such teaching could be 
done in any open area or road. 

Vorn continued that after a 
ministry working group had 
inspected some schools’ train-
ing areas for heavy trucks, the 
owners had requested a one-
year deadline to rent or buy 
land to develop the required 
training facilities. 

It was agreed that after 
one year, the working group 
would inspect driving schools 
to make sure they had the 
necessary facilities and to ob-
serve their teaching methods.  

Vorn said the working group 
closed more than 10 driving 
schools. He said he did not 
know exactly how many driv-
ing schools were operating in 
cambodia.   

chhim chamnan, president 
of the cambodia bus Associa-
tion, said that in the past no 
cambodian driving schools 
had training areas for heavy 
truck drivers. 

“I used to ask drivers where 
they learned to drive, and 
they always answered that 
they had rented or borrowed 
a car and merely learned by 
[watching] others,” he said.

chamnan said driving 
schools had been instructed 
to improve their training ar-
eas for heavy trucks to reduce 
the number of road accidents 
in cambodia. 

Kong ratana, director of 
the Institute for road Safety, 
said if driving students had 
no training areas, they would 
only be learning from books 
and lectures. He said learning 
to drive required practice be-
hind the wheel. 

Thou Khim, manager of 23 
Tola driving School, welcomed 
the ministry’s new requirement 
for heavy truck training. 

“The ministry has required 
driving schools to rent or buy 
land so students can practice 
driving heavy trucks. I person-
ally support the driving schools 
that have these facilities.”

ministry orders driving 
schools to improve 
heavy truck training

Hun Sen sings high praises 
of iconic chapey dong veng 
Orm Bunthoeurn

P
rIme minister Hun 
Sen marked the 
fourth anniversary of 
the chapei dong veng, 

the traditional Khmer two-
stringed guitar, being included 
on UNeScO’s Intangible cul-
tural Heritage list by praising 
the musical instrument’s role 
in cambodian culture. 

In a Facebook post on No-
vember 30, he said: “The cha-
pei dong veng can be played 
as an accompaniment with 
songs or used to create and in-
vent new songs on its own.” 

He also said the instrument 
had been crucial in educating 
cambodians on their culture 
and virtues by way of ancient 
stories and fables. 

The chapei dong veng has 
been played in cambodia for 
centuries and images of the 
iconic long-necked instrument 
were engraved on the walls of 
the Angkor Wat temple.

Hun Sen also thanked older 
cambodians who played the 
chapei dong veng and had 
helped to preserve its music 
and artistry. He also thanked 
the ministry of culture and 
Fine Arts for requesting that 
UNeScO add the instrument 
to its cultural Heritage List.

The culture ministry 
launched the theatre of the 
chapei dong veng on its for-

mal Facebook page on No-
vember 28 to raise awareness 
about the instrument. 

ministry spokesman Long 
Ponnasirivath said the chapei 
dong veng theatre this year 
featured a chapter of the Lak-
hon Khol reamker, the loca-
lised version of the Indian epic 
ramayana, orchestra presen-
tations and a royal symphony. 
Older chapei dong veng mas-
ters Kampoul Pich and moeu 
moeurn played the instru-
ment and discussed methods 

of teaching it to the young 
generation. 

“We performed scenes con-
cerning the chapei dong veng 
on the culture ministry’s official 
Facebook page. but we didn’t 
organise an in-person pro-
gramme for people to watch 
because we are afraid of covid-
19 transmission,” he said.

Ponnasirivath urged all 
cambodians to remember and 
preserve their culture, saying 
that in this way they helped 
preserve the soul of the nation. 

“We call for the participa-
tion of the people. We are 
Khmer, who are the owners of 
this culture. We join hands to 
preserve and promote it. We 
prepare, perform and spread 
our culture in all forms so the 
people can join us in promot-
ing national culture. 

“Putting [the chapei dong 
veng] on the list of intangible 
cultural heritage is a point of 
national pride – our master-
piece has been recognised,” 
he said.

The UNESCO-listed chapei dong veng has been played in Cambodia for many centuries. INFORMATION MINISTRy
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Accreditation to prove to the world 
and to the communities they serve 
that effective health measures have 
been put in place in compliance with 
the highest standards recommended 
by IcAO,” said Stefano baronci, direc-
tor-general of AcI Asia-Pacific.

The three airports were among the 
first in the ASeAN region to obtain 
the AcI Airport Health Accreditation. 
According to the AcI, this puts the 
Kingdom’s airports “in the same 
league as bigger regional hubs in Sin-
gapore, Jakarta and manila”. 

cambodia’s airports were ranked 
first in the category of airports with 
less than 15 million passengers per 
year, according to the AcI.

cambodia Airports ceO Alain brun 
said the Kingdom’s airports were key 
public service providers that had 
been recognised for putting the 
health of passengers first.

“I must commend the outstanding 
cooperation between the cambodian 
health authorities and our teams. 
Having a reliable health system at its 
airports ensures that cambodia will 
be looked at favourably when air trav-
el restarts and people browse around 
destinations to visit either for leisure 
or business opportunities,” he said.

Sin chansereyvutha, spokesman of 
the State Secretariat of civil Aviation, 
said the accreditations raised the 
profile of the Kingdom’s internation-
al airports and reinforced the image 
of the facilities as safe and secure for 
passengers.

cambodia’s 
airports get  
AcI’s proper  
safety stamp 

Lonely elephant lands in Kingdom
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

T
He world’s loneliest male 
elephant, Kaavan, arrived 
at the Siem reap Interna-
tional Airport from Pakistan 

at 2:30pm on November 30, accord-
ing to a spokesman for the ministry 
of environment.

environment ministry spokesman 
Neth Pheaktra told The Post the 
transfer of Kaavan, who was in the 
marghazar Zoo in Islamabad for 35 
years, was coordinated between the 
Pakistani government and the con-
vention on International Trade in 
endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora (cITeS).

The ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries and the cambo-
dia Wildlife Sanctuary (cWS) also 
helped bring him to cambodia.

Pheaktra said the world’s loneli-
est Asian elephant was transported 
to Kulen Promtep Wildlife Sanctu-
ary in Oddar meanchey province, 
where three female elephants were 
waiting.

“We will keep Kaavan until he gets 
familiar with cambodia’s forest, 
then we will release him to the for-
est. We hope Kaavan is happy with 
the wildlife sanctuary,” he said.

The wildlife sanctuary area in Od-
dar meanchey province covers an 
area of more than 100,000ha and is 
rich in dense forest and rainforest, 
as well as valleys and water sources 
ideal for Asian elephants, according 
to provincial environment depart-
ment director Phuong Lina.

Lina told The Post that Kaavan will 
be relocated to a new location pre-
pared by the cWS in collaboration 
with the environment ministry. The 
new site is enclosed by concrete pil-
lars with zinc barriers spaced about 
1m apart.

“The site is a temporary residence 
for Kaavan to adapt to the geography 
and forestry of cambodia before be-
ing released into the wild,” he said.

According to Lina, officials also ar-
ranged three female elephants (do-
mestic elephants), two of which are 
still viable, which are expected to 
help release Kaavan’s loneliness.

“I hope Kaavan will have a better 
life when he meets the female el-
ephants,” he said.

He will be released with the three 
to live his natural life on 4,000ha of 

Kulen Promtep’s dense forest cover. 
The wildlife sanctuary spans 

402,500ha covering Preah Vihear, 
Oddar meanchey and Siem reap 
provinces.

before arriving in cambodia, Sri 
Lanka-born Kaavan was given as a 
gift to Pakistan in 1985. Since 1990, 
he shared his life at the marghazar 
Zoo with a female elephant called 
Saheli who died in 2012. He has 
since been living alone.

A court in Islamabad ordered the 
closure of marghazar Zoo in may 

and the Islamabad Wildlife manage-
ment board (IWmb) decided to give 
Kaavan to cambodia.

cambodia has between 400 and 
600 Asian elephants living in the car-
damom Nature reserve and in the 
northeastern part of the country in-
cluding mondulkiri and ratanakkiri 
provinces, according to Pheaktra. 

Hunting in the last 30 years, how-
ever, has reduced the population. The 
level of hunting has dropped signifi-
cantly in the last 10 years due to the 
intervention of law enforcement.

Environment ministry spokesman Neth Pheaktra (left) poses with US pop singer Cher (centre) at the Siem Reap airport. afp

Orm Bunthoeurn

POLIce have called in lay-
people and monks at the 
borom Niwes pagoda in ban-
teay meanchey province’s 
mongkol borei district for 
questioning after an 82-year-
old nun was beaten to death 
in her room on November 26.

The pagoda is located in 
russey Krork commune’s Sala 
deng village.

district police chief Sin 

Narak told The Post on No-
vember 30 that authorities 
had yet to determine the 
cause of death.

“I would like to inform you 
that the case is under inves-
tigation ... You can ask the 
deputy police chief in charge 
of this work,” Narak said.

Provincial deputy police 
chief Lou chivoan said on 
November 30 that people in 
the pagoda have been called 
for questioning one by one. 

“I can’t provide answers now 
as we are working to identify 
the killer and don’t have any 
results yet,” chivoan said.

The victim, identified as Sao 
Set, was murdered around 
6:30pm and discovered by a 
29-year-old monk who heard 
the sound of the radio but did 
not see her.

He then summoned two 
monks to call the nun. When 
they reached her room, the 
nun was dead.

Hunt on after nun beaten to 
death at b meanchey pagoda 

m’kiri bunong community 
seeks return of forest land
Soth Koemsoeun

mOre than 200 indigenous 
bunong families in mon-
dulkiri province have asked 
authorities to retrieve 5ha of 
community forest land they 
claim had been secretly stolen 
from them by speculators.

roch chok, a representative 
of the more than 200 families, 
told The Post on November 30 
that two people in Koh Nhek 
district’s Or buonloeu com-
mune deployed two bulldoz-
ers to clear the forest land 
on November 29. The two, 
he said, claimed to represent 

an unnamed tycoon with the 
title oknha – an honorific be-
stowed on those who donate 
at least $500,000 to the state 
for development.  

more than 100 people went 
to stop the land clearing but 
the two, who were identi-
fied only as Thouk and chok, 
showed people a land title 
signed by a former Koh Nhek 
district governor in 2014. 

“We want authorities to in-
tervene and check the land ti-
tle because it is not normal. It 
is a dense forest area that no 
one can make land title to en-
croach on. The [indigenous] 

people have used the land for 
generations and we want the 
land back,” chok said. 

The Post could not reach 
Sok San commune chief chan 
chin for comment. 

Koh Nhek district gover-
nor dim Ny told The Post on 
November 30 that he had 
received a complaint from 
bunong villagers and will 
send officers to investigate 
and collect all related data as 
a foundation for addressing 
the problem.  

“We are assigning district offi-
cials to check. We need to know 
where their community land is 
located, what size it is and who 
encroaches on it. If we get the 
information it will be easy to 
solve for them,” he said. 

The Post could not reach 
chok and Thouk for comment. 

eang mengly, the provincial 
coordinator for rights group 
Adhoc, said he encouraged 
people to file complaints to 
authorities. If there is no local 
solution, they can go to court 
to receive justice. 

“If there is an abnormal 
land title, authorities have to 
investigate and map the land 
again to keep as state proper-
ty or maintain as indigenous 
bunong community property. 
I encourage an investigation 
first and then we can resolve 
the dispute,” he said.

More than 200 indigenous Bunong families in Mondulkiri province have 
asked authorities to help return 5ha of community forest land. supplied

Police search the the Borom Niwes pagoda in Banteay Meanchey’s Mongkol Borei district . fresh news
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Asia stocks fluctuate 
as virus cases offset 
vaccine roll-out hopes
AsiAn markets swung on 
november 30 as hopes that 
vaccines will soon be rolled 
out played against concerns 
over a pick-up in virus cases 
around the world.

Oil prices were also under 
pressure ahead of a two-day 
meeting of major producers, 
with traders worried that they 
had still not agreed on an 
extension of the output cuts 
that have provided crucial 
support for most of the year.

World markets have surged 
in november thanks to break-
throughs on vaccines, while in-
vestors have also been cheered 
by Joe biden’s Us presidential 
election win and signs that in-
cumbent donald Trump will 
allow a smooth transfer, de-
spite claiming voter fraud.

With at least three drugs in 
the pipeline and approval in 
some countries said to be just 
weeks away, there is a general 
feeling of optimism on trading 
floors as dealers forecast an 
economic rebound next year.

Axi strategist stephen innes 
said: “Vaccines offer the 
promise that the major dis-
ruptions of the pandemic will 
fade from the scene in 2021.

“economic life will gradu-
ally heal; the world will start 
to move on from all the hu-
man suffering that the virus 
has wrought.”

indications that a surge 
in new infections in europe 
looks to be slowing were also 
providing some hope, while 
britain and France are pre-
paring to ease some of their 
lockdown restrictions.

However, Trump’s top infec-
tious disease expert Anthony 
Fauci warned of a fresh jump 
in cases in the coming weeks 
after millions across the Us 
ignored scientific advice and 
travelled around the country 
last week for Thanksgiving.

Fauci told cnn’s State of the 
Union: “There almost certain-
ly is going to be an uptick be-
cause of what has happened 
with the travel.

“We may see a surge upon a 
surge” in two or three weeks, 

he said, adding that christmas 
would probably bring more 
travel and family gatherings.

And White House corona-
virus response coordinator 
deborah birx noted a surge 
in covid-19 after a holiday 
weekend in may.

she told cbs’s Face the Na-
tion: “now we’re entering this 
post-Thanksgiving surge with 
three, four and 10 times as 
much disease across the coun-
try . . . We are deeply worried.”

Eyes on Opec meeting
Parts of Asia are also seeing 

new spikes, with Hong Kong 
leaders warning the city is 
entering a fourth wave, while 
containment measures have 
been introduced in south Ko-
rea and Japan.

markets in Asia were mixed 
in early business.

Hong Kong, sydney, seoul, 
singapore and Jakarta were 
all down but shanghai ral-
lied more than one per cent, 
helped by data showing chi-
nese factory activity increased 
more than expected to a three-
year high in november.

Tokyo, Wellington and Tai-
pei were also up.

Oil traders are keenly await-
ing the meeting of Organisa-
tion of the Petroleum export-
ing countries (Opec) and 
other major producers that 
was scheduled to start on no-
vember 30, hoping they agree 
to continue their output cuts 
for another few months as the 
global economy stutters.

However, observers said 
there was a concern that 
there had so far been no sign 
they would do so.

“With no definitive pre-
meeting guidance to the pilot 
markets, caution is warranted 
ahead of the meeting’s con-
clusion,” innes said.

“The recent oil-price rally 
may have reduced Opec’s sense 
of urgency. An extension still 
seems the most likely outcome, 
but risk/reward is skewed to the 
downside as oil is unlikely to 
move up meaningfully . . . if an 
extension is announced.” AFP

The price of the Nikkei 225 Index was 26,686.76 yen ($256) on Wednesday 
before falling to close at 26,296.86. AFP

cbc mobile app launched to 
promote credit management

‘buy cambodian’ events still in pipeline

May Kunmakara

c
rediT bureau 
(cambodia) co Ltd 
(cbc) on november 
28 launched its “cbc 

mobile” app to promote credit 
transparency, financial health, 
financial literacy and respon-
sible credit management in 
the Kingdom’s nascent but 
crowded financial sector.

incorporated on november 
29, 2011, the cbc is an inde-
pendent provider of financial 
information, analytical solu-
tions and credit reporting ser-
vices to the Kingdom’s financial 
institutions and consumers.

Once registered with the app, 
it allows users with a loan his-
tory to track their credit score, 
access their credit reports, and 
receive real-time credit moni-
toring alerts, the cbc said.

it said the app aims to fill a 
perceived service gap in cam-
bodia’s burgeoning credit and 
financial sectors.

cbc ceO Oeur sothearoath 
said providing cambodians with 
accurate and real-time knowl-
edge of their credit information 
is a significant step toward ma-
turing and strengthening the 
Kingdom’s financial sector.

He said: “Our most recent 
quarterly report showed that 
mortgage loans alone jumped 
from 18 per cent since the end 
of 2019 to $4.7 billion at the 
end of september this year.

“There is a need to make 
sure that as more cambodians 
achieve upward socioeconom-
ic mobility and borrow more 
money to grow their asset port-
folios, they are also given the 

tools to responsibly manage 
and pay back their loans.

“The cbc mobile app is 
about cultivating stable and 
sustainable growth through 
transparency.”

Prasac microfinance institu-
tion Ltd executive vice-presi-
dent say sony lauded the app, 
saying it will help mainstream 
financial literacy and credit 
awareness to the people.

“While i believe cambodians 
have shown great credit disci-
pline, the app will allow them 
to improve upon their credit 
awareness and financial lit-
eracy through its professional 
management, as well as enable 
them to monitor their credit 
health and history and keep 
tabs so that they can practice 
better credit behaviour.

With the full consent of its 
clients, the app will provide 
financial institutions a credit-
scoring system formulated in 
a way that is transparent to all 
stakeholders, which will serve 
as a roadmap in their decision-
making processes, he said.

“The app will enable finan-
cial institutions and their cli-
ents to do business in a trans-
parent manner and improve 
credit discipline in the coun-
try, and cultivate stable and 
sustainable growth through 
that transparency.

“but we do hope the cbc will 
consider offering an affordable 
price to clients and financial 
institutions,” said sony. 

As of december 31, there 
were 47 commercial banks 
operating in the Kingdom 

comprising 17 local banks, 17 
subsidiaries and 13 foreign 
branch banks, according to the 
national bank of cambodia.

it has said there were 15 
specialised banks, seven mi-
crofinance deposit-taking in-
stitutions (mdis), 76 micro-
finance non-deposit-taking 
institutions, 245 rural credit 
institutions and 15 financial 
leasing companies.

deposits and outstanding 
loans rose sharply by 25 and 26 
per cent respectively last year 
over 2018, it said in its Macro-
economic and Banking Progress 
2019 Report and 2020 Outlook.

Outstanding loans reached 
$19.6 billion and deposits 
at cambodia’s seven mdis 
reached $22 billion last year, 
it added.

Thou Vireak

THe ministry of commerce on november 
28 reiterated that it will continue to hold 
trade fairs under the umbrella of the fifth 
season of its “buy cambodian campaign” 
and create the synergy to rehabilitate the 
covid-19-hit national economy.

The next fair is scheduled to be held from 
december 24-27 in sisophon town, the 
provincial capital of banteay meanchey.

The ministry said the events are aimed 
at interconnecting all economic sectors 
and linking them to their counterparts 
across the Kingdom’s 24 provinces and 
its capital, and supporting the national 
economic development process.

it said the cambodian products it se-
lects to showcase at its fairs are high-qual-
ity, safe and are properly-packaged in line 
with standards from across the country, 
noting that it actively seeks partners to 
distribute them further and wider.

At the same time, it said it will work 
with the inter-ministerial committee 
to combat covid-19 to ensure that the 
events are in compliance with the min-
istry of Health’s guidelines. 

“The ministry would kindly like to remind 
those who wish to participate in the cam-
bodian products exhibition to promptly 
sign up bearing in mind that spots are lim-
ited and the invitation was open to the pub-
lic across the country,” the ministry said.

commerce ministry spokesman se-
ang Thay told The Post that the trade 
fairs are intended to open the eyes of 
cambodian consumers to the products 
grown and made at home.

He said the commerce ministry has re-
duced the number of booths at the events 
in compliance with the health ministry’s 
social-distancing recommendations.

“We drill into our producers that they 
must retain high-quality, safe and prop-
erly-packaged [wares] at an affordable 
price to compete with imported ones.

“This is part of our policy to promote 
local-made products and get backing 
from locals. And in the next step, we 
will help boost exports,” Thay said.

Keo mom, the ceO of Ly Ly Food indus-
try co Ltd, one of cambodia’s largest pack-
aged-food processing enterprises, chalked 
up the ministry’s push for domestic prod-
ucts over recent years as a success story.

“As far as i’m concerned, the ministry 
of commerce’s support in the campaign 
has garnered recognition for cambodian 
products among cambodians,” she said.

Voicing pride in her company’s contin-
ued support of the “buy cambodian cam-
paign” in buying local, she said the firm is 
considering entering future exhibitions.

“i hope that the ministry of commerce 
will campaign even harder for our cam-
bodian products to win over more peo-
ple’s hearts with them and shore up the 
national economy,” mom said.

chen sopheap, the founder and man-
aging director of Keiy Tambanh Khmer 
(KTK), an association of traditional 
cambodian silk-based product manu-
facturers, lauded the trade fairs as a plat-
form to encourage local producers, but 
noted a perceived lack of support from 
provincial sources in recent years.

she told The Post that she remains hope-
ful that the events will promote inter-pro-
vincial consumption of local products.

“i appreciate the ministry of com-
merce for its efforts in organising the 
events, even though we are in the midst 
of the covid-19 crisis,” sopheap said.

Credit Bureau (Cambodia) Co Ltd (CBC) CEO Oeur Sothearoath. CBC
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The Japanese government 
plans to conclude an agree-
ment with Kuwait to jointly 
stockpile oil for Southeast Asia 
in Japan.

This new framework will en-
able the Japanese government 
to provide emergency supplies 
for both Japan and Southeast 
Asia, which has a weak stock-
piling system, in case of a sharp 
drop in oil supplies. The move 
is aimed at supporting the Jap-
anese manufacturing indus-
try’s supply chains in Asia.

The ministry of economy, 
Trade and Industry will soon 
reach an agreement with Ku-
wait’s state-run oil company 
on the joint stockpiling of oil. 
It will be Japan’s third such ar-
rangement, following Saudi 
Arabia and Abu dhabi of the 
UAe, and the first emergency 
supply framework for Asia.

The Japanese government 
will supply about 500,000 kilo-
litres of storage tanks at eneos’ 
Kiire base in Kagoshima pre-
fecture. This is equivalent to 1.5 
days of domestic consumption 
in Japan, or more than 10 days’ 
consumption in Southeast 
Asian countries.

At normal times, Kuwait’s 
state-run oil company will use 

the facility as an export base for 
Asian countries. Japan will be 
given priority for oil supplies 
in case of an emergency, and 
will also be able to assist Asian 
countries.

demand for crude oil has 
been declining due to the 
global trend toward decarboni-
sation and the economic stag-
nation caused by the spread of 
the novel coronavirus. For the 
time being, however, oil is in-
dispensable for the manufac-
turing industry.

The spread of the coronavi-
rus has also exposed the risk 
of supply networks being dis-
rupted. many countries in Asia, 
where Japanese manufactur-
ing bases are expanding, have 
insufficient stockpiles.

The Japanese government 
plans to use the facility to help 
the country’s companies main-
tain their economic activities 
even if crude oil supplies are 
cut off due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances, such as war or ter-
rorism.

Japan imports about 15 mil-
lion kilolitres of crude oil a year 
from Kuwait, its fourth-largest 
source after Saudi Arabia, the 
UAe and Qatar. The Yomiuri Shim-

bun (Japan)/aSia neWS neTWorK

Japan, Kuwait set to ink 
deal on joint stockpiling 
of oil for Southeast Asia

rubber exports 
stretch to $318m 
in first 10 months

P Vihear organic rice farming gets boost

Hin Pisei

c
AmbOdIA exported 
242,922 tonnes of natural 
rubber latex in the first 10 
months of this year, repre-

senting a 21.3 per cent surge from 
the same period last year, the minis-
try of Agriculture, Forestry and Fish-
eries’ General directorate of rubber 
reported.

The commodity reeled in $318.5 
million in revenue for the period Jan-
uary-October, up 19.7 per cent from 
the $266 million logged in the same 
period last year, the directorate said.

As of the end of October, rubber plan-
tations in cambodia accounted for a 
total of 401,433ha. Of this, 289,837ha 
(72 per cent) are tapped for latex, while 
111,496ha are “under maintenance”, 
or in their immature phase yet to de-
liver a first harvest, it said.

The average per-tonne value of the 
exports during the first 10 months of 
this year was $1,311, it added.

This was up from the $1,288 figure it 
gave for the period January-Septem-
ber, which it noted was down from 
$1,339 for the same period last year.

General directorate of rubber 
director-general Pol Sopha told The 
Post on November 30 that while rub-
ber cultivation has not increased in 
recent years, output and exports 
have increased every year.

he said this signals that more of 
the Kingdom’s rubber trees have 
reached the age of exploitation. 
“This is the main reason for the in-
crease in the volume of cambodian 

rubber exports, as production is en-
tirely dependent on international 
markets.”

he said trees are on average five 
years old before tapping for rubber 
begins and may be tapped for 25 
years.

but the relatively low prices com-
pared to last year have forced grow-
ers to devote more land to other 
lucrative crops such as bananas, 
mangoes and cashew nuts, dimin-
ishing the area allotted for rubber 
plantations, he lamented.

While the selling price at ho chi 
minh city port had been $2,050 per 
tonne more than a month ago, it has 
since slipped to around $1,800, ac-
cording to Sopha.

heng Sreng, the general manager 
of rubber producer and exporter 
Long Sreng International co Ltd, 
said his company’s exports have 
seen a slight jump this year from 
2019 on the back of increasing or-
ders and a tax break provided by the 
government in march.

he said rising prices earlier this 
year and a surge of new orders had 
encouraged latex-tapping across 
the Kingdom.

“cambodian rubber exports will 
continue to increase this year as or-
ders continue to pursue a gradual 
upward trajectory,” Sreng said.

Long Sreng International owns the 
boeung Ket rubber Plantation in 
Stung Trang district’s Prek Kak com-
mune in Kampong cham province.

A sub-decree signed by Prime 
minister hun Sen on march 8 stipu-

lates that exports of rubber valued 
under $1,400 per tonne are not tax-
able. Shipments valued between 
$1,400 and $3,500 per tonne will be 
taxed $25 to $200 per tonne.

men Sopheak, the owner and di-
rector of Sopheak Nika Investment 
Agro-Industrial Plants co Ltd, a 
leading rubber grower and exporter, 
said this year’s rubber market was 
stronger than last year.

Lamenting not having increased his 
company’s cultivation area to capital-
ise on the thriving market, he said the 
current price of rubber is $200 more 
than in the year-ago period.

he said his company’s exports 
gained around five per cent in the 
first 10 months of this year.

he added that he expects global 
demand to remain strong until the 
end of the year, setting the market 
on a growth path into the new year.

The Kingdom’s rubber exports last 
year weighed in at 282,071 tonnes, 
up 30 per cent from 2018, according 
to the ministry.

The shipments were to the tune 
of $377 million, up 32 per cent from 
the $286 million logged in 2018, sta-
tistics show.

And according to Sopha, Vietnam, 

Singapore, malaysia, china and the 
eU are the main markets for cam-
bodian rubber.

Though the trees – also known by 
their botanical name hevea brasil-
iensis – are native to the Amazon 
rainforest, 97 per cent of the world’s 
natural rubber comes from South-
east Asia, honolulu, US-based re-
search organisation east-West cen-
ter reported in 2014.

rubber plantations covered 
94,282sq km of the Southeast Asian 
highlands then, or eight per cent of 
the region, and could increase four-
fold by 2050, it said.

Thou Vireak

LeAdING local rice miller and 
exporter Amru rice (cambo-
dia) co Ltd this year plans to 
buy 15,000 tonnes of organic 
paddy from communities in 
Preah Vihear province on a 
contract farming basis.

Specifically targeting Phka 
romduol and premium white 
rice varieties, the company on 
November 14 said it will offer 
growers in areas frequented by 
traders a 15-30 per cent premi-
um over market value, which it 
evaluated as an extra 170-250 
riel (4.21-8.43 US cents) per kg.

Phka romduol paddy will be 
purchased at 1,270-1,550 riel 
($0.31-0.38) per kg, it said, un-
derscoring that organic paddy 
reaps in higher revenue than 
conventional varieties.

“The communities that 
strike contracts with the 
company will not only gain 
market sustainability and 
revenue, but will also be able 
to receive training on vari-
ous soft skills and practices,” 
Amru rice said.

The rice miller said it began 
its organic paddy project in 
the province back in 2014 with 
eight initial communities, 
which has since risen to 22.

“contract farming with 
communities will help en-
sure quality objectives and 
standards are met and secure 

markets for them,” it said.
minister of Agriculture, For-

estry and Fisheries Veng Sak-
hon on November 27 noted 
that the provincial depart-
ment of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries and Preah Vi-
hear meanchey Union of 
Agricultural cooperative 
(PmUAc), a partner of Amru 
rice, helped set the reference 
price for the organic paddy.

“contract farming will help 

reinforce organic standards, 
cultivation techniques, business 
plan write-up, financial records 
and management,” he said.

According to the provin-
cial agriculture department, 
33 agricultural communi-
ties across the province have 
entered contract farming 
agreements with four private 
companies to supply 22,195 
tonnes of organic paddy.

Listing the companies as 

Amru rice, Signatures of Asia 
co Ltd, Golden rice (cambo-
dia) co Ltd and Saravan Kam-
pong Thom, the department 
noted that the communities 
comprise 6,197 households 
and cover 20,296ha.

milled-rice exports clocked 
in at more than 620,000 tonnes 
last year, piling on 15.24 per 
cent from the 538,000 tonnes 
logged in 2015, according to 
the ministry.

The Kingdom’s natural rubber latex exports in the first 10 months of this year weighed in at 242,922 tonnes, up 21.3 per cent from 
the same period last year. henG ChiVoan

Milled-rice exports clocked in at more than 620,000 tonnes last year, piling on 15.24 per cent from the 
538,000 tonnes logged in 2015. YouSoS apDouLraShim



The Indonesian Coal Mining 
Association (APBI) on Novem-
ber 25 signed a deal with the 
China Coal Transport and Dis-
tribution (CCTD) association 
to export $1.46 billion worth of 
coal to China next year.

The value is low compared to 
that of realised exports this 
year, but the APBI said in a joint 
statement with the Ministry of 
energy and Mineral Resources 
on November 26 that it hoped 
the deal would translate into 
200 million tonnes of coal 
exports to China next year.

Ministry spokesman Agung 
Pribadi said: “This presents a 
positive opportunity to rea-
lign production levels to the 
expected projections.”

The ministry expects Indone-
sia to export 461 million tonnes 
of coal worldwide next year 
whereby China, as Indonesia’s 
biggest coal buyer, plays a key 
role in meeting that target.

The ministry in November 
26’s statement noted that 
Indonesian coal exports to the 
east Asian country reached 
$4.9 billion up until Septem-
ber this year, a bigger figure 
than the deal value.

Coal demand collapsed this 
year, resulting in the Indonesian 
benchmark coal price plummet-
ing to a five-year low of $49.42 
per tonne in September, before 
recovering to $55.71 per tonne in 
November, ministry data show.

Nonetheless, the price 

remains weaker than the aver-
age $77.89 per tonne last year 
with experts predicting prices 
to remain below 2019 levels 
throughout next year.

APBI chairman Pandu Sjahr-
ir said: “With this deal, coal 
miners are optimistic for 2021 
even though the global coal 
market is not expected to 
recover to 2018-2019 levels.”

The deal signing ceremony 
was attended by several big 
names in the coal mining 
industry including PT Adaro 
energy, PT Kideco Jaya Agung 
and PT Toba Bara Sejahtra, as 
well as Coordinating Maritime 
Affairs and Investment Minis-
ter Luhut Binsar Pandjaitan. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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China factory activity edges up 
in November, official data show
ChINA’S factory activity grew 
at its fastest pace in over three 
years in November, official 
data showed on November 30, 
as the world’s second-largest 
economy continued its recov-
ery from the coronavirus.

The Purchasing Managers’ 
Index (PMI), a key gauge of man-
ufacturing activity in China, has 
largely rebounded following 
strict measures to curb the virus 
outbreak early in the year, com-
ing in at 52.1 in November.

This was higher than Octo-
ber’s reading of 51.4, and 
remains above the 50-point 
mark separating growth from 
contraction.

The latest figures also bring 
the PMI data back to levels 
seen in September 2017.

Zhao Qinghe, senior statisti-
cian at the National Bureau of 

Statistics (NBS) – which pub-
lishes the PMI – on November 30 
said both the production and 
new order indexes edged up and 
that “the supply-demand cycle 
has continued to improve”.

Both sub-indexes fared well 
in industries relating to high-
tech manufacturing such as 
pharmaceuticals, electrical 
machinery and equipment, 
he added.

But recovery in the manu-
facturing industry remains 
“uneven”, Zhao said, and offi-
cial data showed that small 
enterprises, which were hurt 
more by the Covid-19 out-
break, continued to lag behind 
large businesses.

China is expected to be the 
only major economy to record 
positive growth this year.

The non-manufacturing PMI 

came in at 56.4 in November, 
slightly higher than the month 
before, signalling further recov-
ery in the services sector.

Lu Ting, chief China econo-
mist at Nomura, an investment 
bank, said in a recent note that 
data suggested “decent” growth 
momentum remains in some 
high-tech industries.

Others like blast furnace 
operation rates appear to be 
running out of steam – partly 
due to anti-pollution measures 
– adding pressure to the pro-
duction of industrial products 
such as steel and cement.

But on the non-manufactur-
ing side, Lu warned that recent 
sporadic Covid-19 outbreaks 
in Shanghai, Tianjin and Inner 
Mongolia could slow the pace 
of recovery in some service 
industries. AFP

FDI forecast 
to flow into 
VN’s supply 
chain firms

Indonesian miners sign $1.46B China coal deal

F
OReIgN direct invest-
ment (FDI) in support-
ing industries is expect-
ed to spike in the 

coming months as more and 
more foreign companies estab-
lish production facilities in Viet-
nam and seek to develop supply 
chains there, experts said.

ho Chi Minh City (hCMC) has, 
for instance, exceeded this year’s 
FDI target despite the Covid-19 
pandemic, racing to more than 
$591 million in the first 10 
months, a seven per cent 
increase from the same period 
last year, according to the hCMC 
export Processing and Indus-
trial Zones Authority (hePZA).

hePZA head hua Quoc 
hung said the investment was 
focused in sectors prioritised 
by the city government, includ-
ing supporting industries.

Six of the 11 newly licensed 
foreign companies are in sup-

porting industries, he said.
Japanese company Nikkiso 

Vietnam MFg invested an addi-
tional $3 million in its medical 
equipment factory at the Tan 
Thuan export Processing Zone 
to expand production.

Other localities in the south 
have also licensed a number of 
large foreign projects in sup-
porting industries this year.

Binh Duong province has 
licensed a $20 million venture 
by Singapore’s ever giant Inter-
national Pte Ltd in the Bau 
Bang Industrial Zone and a $30 
million project by Singapore’s 
Sung Shin Tech Ltd at the Tan 
Dong hiep B Industrial Park.

A majority of FDI in Dong 
Nai province this year has gone 
into supporting industries, 
according to its Industrial 
Zones Authority.

Many foreign companies in 
supporting industries in the 

province have increased their 
investment. germany’s Schaffler 
Vietnam based in the Amata 
Industrial Park pumped in anoth-
er $50 million and South Korea’s 
Chang Shin Vietnam at Thanh 
Phu Industry Park increased its 
investment by $87 million.

The Saigon hi-Tech Park in 
hCMC in October signed an 
agreement with export 
processing and industrial 
zones authorities in the South 
Key economic Zone.

The zone comprises hCMC 
and the provinces of Binh 
Duong, Dong Nai, Long An, Tay 

Ninh, and Ba Ria-Vung Tau, to 
develop a network for support-
ing small and medium-sized 
supporting industry firms by 
promoting regional linkages.

Fifteen of 30 Japanese enter-
prises diversifying their supply 
chains to Southeast Asia under 
the Japanese government’s pan-
demic stimulus package have 
opted to move to Viet Nam, 
according to the Japan external 
Trade Organisation (Jetro).

They include nine small and 
medium-sized enterprises and 
six large ones, with most produc-
ing medical equipment, semi-

conductors, mobile phones and 
parts, and air conditioners.

Vietnam has become a pre-
ferred alternative manufactur-
ing base for its facilities and 
labour costs, according to a 
report on the industrial prop-
erty market released recently 
by Savills Vietnam.

Multinationals producing 
high value added products 
such as electronics, under 
increased pressure to cut costs, 
would shift more and more to 
Vietnam and the rest of South-
east Asia, the report added. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnam has become a preferred alternative manufacturing base. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

Workers load coal cargo at Cirebon Port in West Java, Indonesia. THE 
JAKARTA POST

China’s factory activity grew at its fastest pace in over three years in November, according to official data 
released on November 30.  AFP

CANADA on November 28 
announced aid of C$691 mil-
lion (US$531 million) to its 
poultry and egg producers for 
losses caused by free trade 
deals with europe and Asia-
Pacific countries.

Canada controls the produc-
tion and price of eggs, poultry 
and milk through annual quo-
tas and import taxes – a system 
deemed protectionist by its for-
eign partners.

But with the entry into force 
in recent years of free trade 
deals with the eU (CeTA) and 
another with a dozen Asia-Pa-
cific countries (TPP), Ottawa 
has agreed to open further its 
market to foreign producers, 
angering Canadian farmers.

By announcing these breach-
es of the supply management 
system, in place since the 
1970s, Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau’s government had 
promised that compensation 
would be paid to breeders.

Minister of Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Marie-Claude 
Bibeau said federal aid to some 
4,800 egg and poultry produc-
ers will extend over 10 years.

Bibeau also announced an 
acceleration in disbursements 
of the C$1.75 billion pledged 
last year to compensate dairy 
farmers over eight years. 

More than 10,000 farmers 
had received a first aid tranche 
of C$345 million last year.

The remaining C$1.4 billion 
is to be paid to them over the 
next three years.

Bibeau cited an example pay-
ment, saying the owner of an 
80-cow farm would receive 
compensation of about 
C$38,000 per year.

Bibeau also reiterated the 
government’s intention to offer 
compensation to producers 
affected by a greater opening of 
the Canadian market under the 
new free trade agreement 
between Canada, the US and 
Mexico, in force since earlier 
this year. AFP

Canada 
aids egg, 
chicken 
producers



The Covid-19 pan-
demic has significantly 
altered lifestyles and 
consumer habits. 

With consumers confined 
to home during the outbreak 
and social distancing becom-
ing a norm, many have turned 
to shopping online, resulting 
in explosive sales for e-com-
merce retailers.

While the pandemic has left 
in its wake a devastating im-
pact on traditional brick-and-
mortar business operations, 
with sales from conventional 
retail stores declining sharply, 
it has at the same time created 
new opportunities for compa-
nies to tap into.

“When we started our ex-
press delivery service business 
a year and a half ago, we only 
had one customer service cen-
tre in Phnom Penh. Today, we 
have a network of 30 branches 
across the country,” Cambodian 
express Co Ltd deputy CeO 
Vincent Zhang told The Post.  

The company commenced 
operations in April last year to 
provide express delivery ser-
vices connecting e-commerce 
retailers from China to their 
customers in Cambodia.

With Cambodia being an 
integral part of China’s Asean 
Belt and Road Initiative, the 
Kingdom has in recent years 
experienced a boom in foreign 
investments, notably in the 
manufacturing, construction, 
technology and business sup-
port services sector. 

And this has led to an 
increase in demand for logistics 
services, in particular express 
delivery services.

“every business needs to be 
supported by delivery services, 
regardless of whether it is run 
using conventional or tech-

nology-enabled means, as raw 
materials and finished products 
need to be transported from 
one place to another, be it from 
business to business, business 
to consumer or consumer to 
consumer.

“Furthermore, we saw a gap 
that needed to be filled for 
quality affordable express de-
livery services, especially with 

e-commerce platforms gaining 
popularity among the younger 
generation of consumers,” 
Zhang said.

Despite having been estab-
lished over a short period of 
time, Cambodian express has 
managed to capture a sizeable 
portion of the express delivery 
market, now averaging 4,000 
to 5,000 parcels per day – a 

notable achievement consider-
ing the company received 100 
parcels in its first month of op-
erations and the present market 
leader averages 8,000 to 9,000 
parcels daily.

Zhang said the success of 
Cambodian express is built on 
three key attributes – reliability, 
service quality and affordability. 

“Reliability and the quality 
of our services is achieved 
because we manage the entire 
logistics and delivery ecosys-
tem solely on our own, thereby 
allowing us to have total 
control. We do not appoint or 
outsource any services simply 
because doing so, we believe, 
will compromise our pledge of 
delivering the highest quality 
services to the customer.

“having teams of profes-
sionals who have broad experi-
ence in both the international 
and Cambodian markets has 
enabled us offer express 
delivery services at the most 
competitive prices. 

“By making our rates af-

fordable – starting from $0.80 
up to three kilograms for the 
same city, $1.25 inter-pro-
vincially up to three kilo-
grams and $1 per kilogram 
for deliveries from China 
– we hope to encourage the 
widespread use of Cambodian 
express delivery services 
nationwide, while at the same 
time transform the perception 
of such services as a secure, 
convenient and cost effective 
way to transport goods and 
products,” he said.

Being one of a handful of 
express delivery companies 
incorporated in the Kingdom, 
Cambodian express has also set 
its sights on making a substan-
tial contribution to developing 
the nation’s economy. 

This is reflected in the 
company’s corporate vision 
and its aspirations to be the 
leading express delivery service 
provider in Cambodia. 

As well as creating jobs 
for Cambodians, who make 
up almost 95 per cent of its 

300-strong workforce, the 
company also organises 
special events as part of its 
corporate social responsibility 
contributions to underprivi-
leged communities. 

The most recent was a 
“happy Back to School” charity 
drive ran in collaboration with 
Alibaba in Siem Reap province 
in which schoolbags contain-
ing stationery gift sets were 
distributed to primary school 
students.  

Taking the lead from its 
remarkable achievements over 
the past year, Cambodian 
express is pushing forward 
with renewed motivation as it 
seeks to break new ground in 
expanding its business.

“For an upstart independent 
express delivery service like us 
to capture such a significant 
share of the market is unprec-
edented. This goes to show that 
with the right people, the right 
business focus and the right 
level of commitment, anything 
is possible,” Zhang said. 
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Cambodian Express steaming 
ahead with e-commerce boom

Cambodian Express has 30 branches across the country. 

Cambodian Express Co Ltd deputy CEO Vincent Zhang. 

The company was established in Phnom Penh in April 2019. Almost 95 per cent of its staff are Cambodian. 

The company  delivers around 5,000 parcels daily across the Kingdom. 

 www.phnompEnhpost.Com/post-foCus
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‘Gruesome’ massacre kills at least 110 
in jihadist-ravaged northeast Nigeria
A

t leAst 110 peo-
ple were killed in 
a weekend attack 
on farm workers in 

northeast Nigeria that was 
blamed on jihadists, the UN 
humanitarian coordinator in 
the country said on Novem-
ber 29, making it the deadli-
est raid on civilians this year.

the attack, in a state gripped 
by a jihadist insurgency for 
more than 10 years, took place 
the same day as long-delayed 
local elections in the state.

edward Kallon said in a 
statement: “I am outraged 
and horrified by the gruesome 
attack against civilians car-
ried out by non-state armed 
groups in villages near borno 
state capital maiduguri.

“At least 110 civilians were 
ruthlessly killed and many 
others were wounded in this 
attack.”

Initial tolls indicated 43 and 
then at least 70 dead from No-
vember 28’s massacre.

some locals blamed the 
attack on boko Haram fight-
ers, but bulama bukarti, an 
analyst with the tony blair In-
stitute, said the rival Islamic 
state-affiliated Islamic state 
West Africa Province (Iswap) 
were more active in the area.

“IsWAP is the likely culprit,” 
he tweeted.

Kallon, in his statement, 
said: “the incident is the most 
violent direct attack against 
innocent civilians this year.

“I call for the perpetrators 

of this heinous and senseless 
act to be brought to justice.”

the violence centred on the 
village of Koshobe near the 
borno state capital maiduguri, 
with assailants targeting farm 
workers harvesting rice fields.

One pro-government anti-
jihadist militia said the assail-
ants tied up the labourers and 
slit their throats.

Kallon said the assailants – 
“armed men on motorcycles” 
– also targeted other commu-
nities in the area.

“rural communities in 
borno state are facing untold 
hardships,” he added, calling 
for more to be done to protect 
them and to head off what he 
said was a looming food crisis 
there.

eU foreign policy chief Josep 
borrell tweeted his reaction on 
November 29, saying he was 
“deeply shocked by yet another 
horrific attack targeting inno-
cent civilians” in the region.

“We have to continue our 
collective engagement against 
terror and violence to provide 
peace, security and stability for 
all people in Africa,” he said.

borno governor babaganan 
Umara Zulum attended the 
burial on November 29 in the 
nearby village of Zabarmari 
of 43 bodies recovered on 
November 28, saying the toll 
could rise after search opera-
tions resumed.

the victims included doz-
ens of labourers from sokoto 
state in northwestern Nigeria, 

roughly 1,000km away, who 
had travelled to the northeast 
to find work, it said.

six were wounded in the 
attack and eight remained 
missing as of November 28.

Kallon, citing “reports that 

several women may have 
been kidnapped”, called for 
their immediate release.

Nigerian President muham-
madu buhari condemned 
the attack on November 28, 
saying: “the entire country 

has been wounded by these 
senseless killings.”

Neither the president’s 
statement nor November 29’s 
reactions from the eU and the 
UN mentioned either boko 
Haram or Iswap by name.

but both groups have been 
active in borno state, their 
attacks having forced the 
postponement of locations 
in borno state, which finally 
took place on November 28. 
aFP

biden names all-women 
White House comms team

Iran mulls response to scientist killing
Us PresIdeNt-elect Joe 
biden on November 29 
announced an all-female senior 
White House communications 
team, what his office called a 
first in the country’s history.

Among those named was Jen 
Psaki, who will serve in the 
highly visible role of White 
House press secretary.

Psaki, 41, has held a number 
of senior positions, including 
White House communications 
director for the barack Obama-
biden administration.

biden and Vice-President-
elect Kamala Harris have 
sought to emphasise diversity 
in their announced appoint-
ments and nominations so far 
ahead of their January 20 
swearing-in.

biden said in a statement: “I 
am proud to announce today 
the first senior White House 
communications team com-
prised entirely of women.

“these qualified, experi-
enced communicators bring 
diverse perspectives to their 
work and a shared commit-
ment to building this country 

back better.”
In addition to Psaki, six 

other appointments were 
announced.

they include Kate beding-
field, who was biden’s deputy 
campaign manager, as White 
House com mu n icat ions 
director.

bedingfield had also served 
as biden’s communications 
director when he was vice-
president.

Other appointees include 
Ashley etienne as communi-
cations director for Harris 
and symone sanders as Har-
ris’s senior adviser and chief 
spokeswoman.

Pili tobar was named dep-
uty White House communi-
cations director and Karine 
Jean Pierre will be principal 
deputy press secretary.

elizabeth Alexander was 
named communicat ions 
director for incoming First 
lady Jill biden.

the appointments do not 
require senate confirmation 
unlike most cabinet-level 
positions. aFP

debAte raged in Iran on 
November 29 over how and 
when to respond to a top 
nuclear scientist’s assassina-
tion, blamed on arch-foe Israel, 
as his body was honoured at 
shiite shrines to prepare it for 
burial.

two days after mohsen 
Fakhrizadeh died from wounds 

sustained in a firefight between 
his guards and unidentified 
gunmen near tehran, parlia-
ment demanded a halt to inter-
national inspections of Iranian 
nuclear sites while a top official 
hinted Iran should leave the 
global non-proliferation treaty.

Iran’s supreme National 
security council usually han-

dles decisions related to the 
country’s nuclear programme, 
and parliamentary bills must 
be approved by the powerful 
Guardian council.

President Hassan rouhani has 
stressed the country will seek its 
revenge in “due time” and not be 
rushed into a “trap”.

Israel says Fakhrizadeh was 
the head of an Iranian military 
nuclear programme, the exist-
ence of which the Islamic 
republic has consistently 
denied, and Washington had 
sanctioned him in 2008 for 
activities linked to Iran’s atom-
ic activities.

His body was taken for a cer-
emony on November 29 at a 
major shrine in the holy city of 
Qom before being transported 
to the shrine of the Islamic 
republic’s founder Imam Kho-
meini, according to Iranian 
media.

Fakhrizadeh’s funeral was set 
to be held on November 30 in 
the presence of senior military 
commanders and his family, 
the defence ministry said on its 
website, without specifying 
where.

Israel has not officially com-
mented on Fakhrizadeh’s kill-
ing, less than two months before 
Us President-elect Joe biden is 
set to take office after four years 
of hawkish foreign policy under 
President donald trump.

trump withdrew the Us from 
a multilateral nuclear agree-
ment with Iran in 2018 and 
then re-imposed and beefed up 
punishing sanctions as part of 
its “maximum pressure” cam-
paign against tehran.

biden has signalled his 
administration may be pre-
pared to rejoin the accord, but 
the nuclear scientist’s assassi-
nation has revived opposition 
to the deal among Iranian con-
servatives.

the head of Iran’s expedi-
ency council, a key advisory 
and arbitration body, said there 
was “no reason why [Iran] 
should not reconsider the 
Nuclear Proliferation treaty”.

mohsen rezai said tehran 
should also halt implementa-
tion of the additional protocol, 
a document prescribing intru-
sive inspections of Iran’s nucle-
ar facilitates. aFP

Mourners attend the funeral of 43 farm workers in Zabarmari, about 20km from Maiduguri, Nigeria on Sunday after they were killed by Boko 
Haram fighters in rice fields near the village of Koshobe on Saturday. aFP

Servants of the holy shrine of Imam Reza carry the coffin of Iran’s 
assassinated top nuclear scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh during his funeral 
procession in the northeastern city of Mashhad. IRaNIaN DEFENCE MINISTRY/aFP
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ASEAN

IndonesIa’s mount Ili 
Lewotolok erupted on novem-
ber 29, belching a column of 
smoke and ash 4km into the sky, 
triggering a flight warning and 
the closure of the local airport.

There were no reports of 
injuries or damage from the 
eruption in a remote part of the 
southeast asian archipelago.

but authorities raised the 
volcano’s alert status to its 
second-highest level as they 
warned of possible lava flows.

a 2km no-go zone around 
the crater was also expanded 
to 4km, while flights were 
advised to steer clear of the 
area as volcanic ash rained 
down on east nusa Tenggara’s 

Wunopitu airport, which was 
temporarily closed.

“People are advised to not 
carry out any activities with-
in a 4km radius from the cra-
ter,” Indonesia’s geological 
agency said.

Indonesia is home to about 
130 active volcanoes due to 
its position on the “ring of 
Fire”, a belt of tectonic plate 
boundaries circling the Pa-
cific ocean where frequent 
seismic activity occurs.

In late 2018, a volcano in the 
strait between Java and suma-
tra islands erupted, causing an 
underwater landslide that un-
leashed a tsunami which killed 
more than 400 people. AFP

a susPecT in a robbery at a 
Government Housing bank 
(GH bank) branch in bangkok 
was arrested on november 28 
by police from bang Khun 
Thian station.

Phaiboon sara, aged 46 
years, is accused being in-
volved in an armed robbery at 
GH bank’s branch in ekachai 
soi 86 in bangbon district on 
november 25.

The gun-wielding robber 
made off with 500,000 cash 
while no one was injured.

Phaiboon reportedly con-
fessed that he had used a 
plastic gun to threaten bank 
tellers, removed the plastic 
partition on the counter and 
hopped over it to grab the cash 

from the drawer. He then left 
the bank, crossed the flyover 
bridge in front of bangpakok 
8 hospital, threw the gun away 
and got on a public van.

Police said that they had 
tracked the suspect down 
to a house in samrong nua 
subdistrict in samut Prakarn 
province where he reportedly 
confessed to the crime and 
revealed that he had hid the 
money at a hotel room in the 
sukhumvit area.

officials reportedly searched 
the hotel room and found 
391,390 baht ($12,900) in cash 
and clothes that matched 
what the robber had worn as 
seen in ccTV footage. THE NA-

TION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Indonesian volcano 
belches pillar of ash

man implied in Thai 
bank robbery nabbed

Thai rally targets royal guards

Jokowi calls for calm amid school closures

H
undreds of pro-
testers marched 
on a barracks of 
Thailand’s royal 

guards unit on november 29 
hoisting inflatable rubber 
ducks high above their heads, 
a whimsical show of force by 
a pro-democracy movement 
calling for curbs to the power 
of the monarchy.

The yellow toy has been 
harnessed as a symbol by 
the protesters, whose leaders 
have emphasised peaceful 
tactics despite recent use of 
water cannons and tear gas 
by security forces.

but their demands to re-
form the kingdom’s unassail-
able monarchy – once a taboo 
topic due to a royal defama-
tion law – have sent shock-
waves through Thailand’s po-
litical and ruling class.

november 29’s protest – the 
latest in a series of near-daily 
turnouts across bangkok – 
was meant to target the 11th 
Infantry regiment.

along with the 1st Infantry 
regiment, the two units were 
placed under King maha Va-
jiralongkorn’s direct control 
last year – a move experts saw 
as a way for the monarch to 
assert more authority.

Prominent protest leader 
Parit “Penguin” chiwarak 
said: “These two regiments 
have been involved in crack-
ing down on people in the 
past.

“They have also played key 
roles in past coups.”

The black-clad protesters 
wore hair clips with yellow 
rubber ducks, while those 

on the frontlines donned gas 
masks and helmets – pre-
pared for any potential skir-
mishes with authorities.

Two water cannon trucks 
were parked at the entrance, 
which was covered with coils 
of barbed wire. Police in riot 
gear stood guard outside. 

“The things used against us 
are bought using our taxes, so 
they are using our money to 
hurt us,” Farng, a 30-year-old 
graduate student, told aFP, 
declining to provide her full 
name.

“as taxpayers, the army 
should be serving us, not the 
monarchy,” she said. “Their 

duty should be to protect the 
people.”

Protesters folded into paper 
planes a “people’s declaration” 
– which called for the regi-
ments to be transferred back – 
and flew them across the barri-
ers to the stone-faced police. 

They also threw red paint at 
the feet of the police to signify 
the security forces’ role in vio-
lent crackdowns on previous 
pro-democracy movements, 
before rally-goers dispersed 
at about 10pm.

‘We only have ducks’
The military has long po-

sitioned itself as a defender 

of Thailand’s enormously 
wealthy royal family, who 
boast assets conservatively 
estimated to be some $30-$60 
billion.

In the name of protecting 
the king, the army has staged 
more than a dozen coups 
since the end of absolute 
monarchy in 1932. 

The most recent was in 
2014. 

coup mastermind General 
Prayut chan-o-cha was head 
of a junta regime before re-
newing his lease on power in 
elections last year, which were 
governed under a military-
scripted constitution. AFP

IndonesIan President Joko 
“Jokowi” Widodo has called on 
parents to stay cautious and 
patiently continue assisting 
their children in remote learn-
ing, suggesting that the major-
ity of schools across the coun-
try would still be closed for the 
remainder of the year amid the 
ongoing covid-19 pandemic. 

addressing the public during 
a virtual commemoration of na-
tional Teachers’ day on novem-
ber 28, the president reiterated 
that the safety of every student 
and school staffer was of utmost 
importance during the present 
coronavirus emergency.

“I realise that there are many 
parents who can’t wait until 
schools reopen,” Jokowi said, 
as quoted by kompas.com.

“but we need to be careful, 
because health and safety are 
most crucial.” He went on to 
say that schools across the 
archipelago would still be re-
quired to apply and enforce 
prevailing health protocols 
once they were allowed to re-
open, so as to further stem the 
spread of the coronavirus.

Jokowi suggested that par-
ents have their children ac-
customed to complying with 
physical distancing measures 
around the house to ensure 
obedience during future 
physical classes at school.

“The key to controlling [the 
spread] of covid-19 is our dis-
cipline,” the president said. He 
conveyed his appreciation for 
teachers and students, com-

mending them for their swift 
adaptation to online learning 
with the aid of information and 
communications technology.

challenges inherent to 
distance learning, such as 
limited interaction between 
students and their teachers, 
could be overcome by bolster-
ing the role of parents in their 
children’s studies, he said.

“communication and co-
operation between teachers 
and parents must continue to 
be improved,” Jokowi said.

The government recently gave 

local administrations, school 
administrations and parents 
the power to decide whether 
their schools should reopen 
for in-classroom learning for 
the remainder of the 2020-2021 
school year, or from January to 
July next year, regardless of the 
risk level of covid-19 infection 
in their region.

minister of education and 
culture nadiem anwar maka-
rim previously allowed some 
students in certain regions 
to go to school, news agency 
antara reported. 

during a visit to rote ndao 
regency in east nusa Tenggara 
earlier this month, nadiem 
said schools in green or yellow 
zones may conduct face-to-
face teaching, but the decision 
would be made by the school 
committee, headmaster and 
the local administrations.

although students in green 
or yellow zones may return to 
school, nadiem said, whether or 
not to take advantage of this op-
tion by sending their children to 
school was up to the parents. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Pro-democracy protesters give the three-finger salute in front of riot police as they take part in an anti-government 
rally outside the 11th Infantry Regiment in Bangkok on Sunday. AFP

Mount Ili Lewotolok in Lembata, East Nusa Tenggara, Indonesia spews 
ash some 4,000m high. GEOLOGICAL AGENCY OF INDONESIA/AFP

A suspect in a robbery at a Government Housing Bank (GH Bank) 
branch in Bangkok was arrested on Saturday by police from Bang Khun 
Thian station. THE NATION

Indonesian President Joko ‘Jokowi’ Widodo says the safety of every student and school staffer is of utmost 
importance during Covid-19. AFP
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d
ecember 1 – World AIdS 
day – is a time to remem-
ber the lives lost, celebrate 
progress achieved, and 

recommit to eradicating AIdS.  In the 
year when the HIV and covid-19 
pandemics collided, the theme of 
World AIdS day 2020 is: “Global Soli-
darity, Shared responsibility.” 

The covid-19 pandemic has hit 
hardest the poorest and most vul-
nerable and has exacerbated the 
challenges faced by people living 
with HIV.  Thus, all stakeholders 
engaged in fighting covid-19 and 
AIdS – governments, donors, reli-
gious leaders, academia, civil socie-
ty, people living with HIV, and at-
riskpopulations – must work 
together to end this double scourge.

Theary So is one of the many 
unsung heroes in cambodia who is 
soldiering against the twin pandem-
ics of HIV and covid-19. She is living 
with HIV and works as a counselor 
with the Antiretroviral Users Associa-
tion in Phnom Penh.  

“In the past I was a typical house-
wife. People called me ‘older sister,’ 
but after working at the treatment site 
people now call me ‘teacher’,” Theary 
said with a big smile.  “I did not stop 
coming to work even though I am 
scared I might get infected with cov-
id-19. I want to make sure people liv-
ing with HIV get their treatment and 
counseling. It’s important that we take 
our medicines every day, to stay 
healthy and be there for our families.”

An estimated 73,000 people are liv-
ing with HIV in cambodia. There is 
good news, however. A full 84 per 
cent of those living with HIVare on 
lifesaving treatment and 81per cent 
have achieved viral suppression. 
cambodia has attained the highest 
treatment coverage among all Asia-
Pacific nations. In 2019, there were 
780 new HIV infections, a 62 per cent 
decline compared to 2010.  cambo-
dia has turned the tide on what was 
once the fastest growing HIV epi-
demic in the region to become one of 
the first countries globally to achieve 
HIV epidemic control.

cambodia’s HIV success is rooted 
in innovation, community engage-
ment and community-based 
solutions,strong international health 
partnerships, and political commit-
ment of the government. This suc-
cess has also built solid foundations 
in combatting other infectious dis-
eases.  However, these gains are frag-
ile. eradicating HIV requires contin-

ued and increased respect for human 
rights and gender equality, particu-
larly for at-risk populations and the 
civil society organisations who advo-
cate and provide services for them.

The covid-19 pandemic has wid-
ened social and economic inequali-
ties that increase vulnerability within 
marginalised groups to HIV. The pan-
demic has worsened the problem of 
stigma in communities and remains 
a challenge for people living with 
HIV. As with HIV, covid-19 has gener-

ated anxiety among health service 
providers and led patients to avoid 
health centres out of fear of infection. 
Stigma contributes to loss of work 
opportunities, depression, and poor 
adherence to medication regimens. 
However, we have the tools to com-
bat the stigma associated with covid-
19 and HIV.  

One way is to build service provider 
capacity to prevent and control infec-
tion. A second example is the global 
“U=U” campaign that educates us 

that when HIV is undetectable it is 
untransmissible. People living with 
HIV on treatment who have achieved 
undetectable levels of HIV in the 
blood cannot transmit the disease. 
This reduces fear-based stigma and 
gives hope to people living with HIV. 
It can also encourage those at risk to 
test and treat early. 

There is an increased risk of HIV 
transmission among key populations, 
particularly young men who have sex 
with men and transgender women. As 

they already face stigma and discrimi-
nation, many of these young people 
do not get tested for HIV and other 
sexually transmitted infections that 
put them at higher risk for HIV. They 
also do not seek out or receive proper 
treatment or counseling. As the US 
celebrates the 70th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic relations 
with cambodia, and the UN marks 
the 75th  anniversary of its founda-
tion, UNAIdS and the US President’s 
emergency Plan for AIdS relief (PeP-

FAr) work hand in hand with the min-
istry of Health and local community 
organisations to address the needs of 
these at-risk populations. 

One example of this collaboration is 
innovative community-based services 
like HIV self-testingand using anti-
HIV drugs to prevent infection among 
individuals at high-risk (referred to as 
pre-exposure prophylaxis or PreP).  
Globally, where PreP has been imple-
mented widely for those at risk, infec-
tion rates have dropped precipitously. 
Seven public and private sites across 
cambodia currently provide PreP 
services and 11 more sites will do so in 
the next few months.

eliminating stigma and discrimina-
tion, putting people at the centre of 
the response,and grounding our 
efforts in respect for human rights 
and gender-responsive approaches 
are key to minimising the impact of 
the collidingHIV and covid-19 pan-
demics. The challenges of 2020 
should serve as a wake-up call: an 
opportunity for bold leadership and 
to do things differently, better, and 
more collaboratively. Our success will 
hinge upon engagement and not 
estrangement, solidarity and not 
siloed approaches. 

Vladanka Andreeva is UNAIDS country director 
in Cambodia and W Patrick Murphy is the US 
ambassador.  

Opinion
Vladanka Andreeva and W Patrick Murphy

Ending the colliding pandemics  
of HIV and Covid-19

Cambodia’s HIV success is rooted in innovation, community engagement and community-based solutions,strong international health 
partnerships, and political commitment of the government. HENG CHIVOAN

Our success will hinge upon 
engagement and not 

estrangement, solidarity and 
not siloed approaches
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‘black Pete’: festive fun or racist caricature? 
W

earing black-
face, thick red 
lips, and an afro 
wig, the fes-

tive character of black Pete 
causes outrage abroad but 
still thrives in the netherlands 
and parts of belgium.

Here are key questions and 
answers about the controver-
sy over a character that sup-
porters defend as traditional 
fun but campaigners lambast 
as blatant racism.

Who is ‘Black Pete’? 
Known in dutch as Zwarte 

Piet – literally black Pete – he 

is the buffoonish helper of 
Saint nicholas, or Sinterklaas, 
who gives out sweets to chil-
dren and wraps presents.

Traditionally, Saint nicho-
las, an old man with a white 
beard, a red bishop’s mitre 
and a red and white costume, 
arrives on a boat from Spain 
in mid-november along with 
several “Piets”.

The “Piets” are omnipresent 
in the street parades that take 
place across the netherlands 
in the run-up to december 5, 
the eve of Saint nicholas day, 
when dutch children and 
their families unwrap pres-

ents and sing songs.
according to legend, Saint 

nicholas on his horse and 
black Pete then hand out 
presents to children, coming 
down the chimney of people’s 
houses, much like Santa claus, 
with whom he shares several 
characteristics.

Where does Black Pete come 
from?

The festival of Saint nicho-
las dates from the 16th cen-
tury but black Pete does not 
appear until the 1850s.

in an illustrated book called 
Saint Nicholas and his Ser-
vant by the dutch author Jan 
Schenkman, black Pete can 
be seen for the first time at 
the old man’s side.

The book shows him in 
clothes similar to those worn 
by servants of the moors of 
north africa.

black Pete appears to be a 
jovial version of the more sin-
ister helpers of Saint nicholas 
that can be found elsewhere 
in european folklore, who 
punish naughty children.

These include Pere Fou-
ettard – “Father Whipper” – in 
French-speaking regions of 
France, belgium and Switzer-
land, and Krampus in austria 
and parts of central europe.

Why is Black Pete so divisive?
critics say black Pete’s 

black face, thick red lips, 
gold hooped earrings, black 
curly wig and gaudy medi-
eval clothes are clearly rac-
ist.

They say his appearance 
evokes colonial times when 
the netherlands was part of 
the slave trade, particularly 
from Suriname.

in 2015 a Un committee 

on racial equality said the 
character reflected “negative 
stereotypes” and was seen as 
“a vestige of slavery” by many 
people.

many dutch have however 
grown up with the tradition 
and children often dress as 
black Pete.

Far-right parties in the 
netherlands have also latched 
onto the issue.

Who are the anti-Petes and the 
pro-Petes?

The campaign against 
black Pete is led by the Kick 
Out Zwarte Piet (KOZP) cam-
paign, which has for a decade 
led regular protests at Sin-
terklaas parades.

dutch artists from african 
and Surinamese backgrounds 
have regularly spoken out 
against the tradition.

The issue is also increas-
ingly known internationally, 
with reality TV star Kim Kar-
dashian last year speaking 
out on social media against 
the “disturbing” character.

Supporters of black Pete 
have held numerous coun-
ter-protests against KOZP 
demonstrations, sometimes 
throwing eggs at them and 
clashing with their oppo-
nents.

Will Pete peter out? 
The netherlands started to 

make changes in 2014, when 

Saint nicholas was accompa-
nied by “cheese Pete”, whose 
face was painted in yellow.

Since then many broadcast-
ers, local councils and schools 
have opted for “Sooty Pete” 
with grey streaks on his cheeks, 
supposedly caused by his de-
scent down the chimney.

The coronavirus pandemic 
has meanwhile meant that 
most of the usual parades 
have been cancelled this 
year, meaning that Pete has 
barely showed his face in any 
colour.

dutch Prime minister mark 
rutte meanwhile said in June 
he believes that in years to 
come there “will be no Zwarte 
Piets any more”.  AFP

Fugging hell: Tired of mockery, austrian village changes name
reSidenTS of an austrian village will 
ring in the new year under a new 
name – Fugging – after ridicule of 
their signposts, especially on social 
media, became too much to bear.

They finally grew weary of Fu—ing, 
its current name which some experts 
say dates back to the 11th century.

minutes from a municipal council 
meeting published on november 26 
showed that the village of some 100 
souls 350km east of Vienna will be 
named Fugging from January 1, next 
year.

increasing numbers of english-
speaking tourists have made a point 
of stopping in to snap pictures of 
themselves by the signpost at the 
entrance to the village, sometimes 
striking lascivious poses for posting 
on social media.

Some have reportedly even stolen 
the signposts, leading the local 
authorities to use theft-resistant con-
crete when putting up replace-
ments.

Finally, a majority of the villagers 
decided that they had had enough.

“i can confirm that the village is 
being renamed,” said andrea Holzn-
er, the mayor of Tarsdorf, the munic-

ipality to which the village belongs.
“i really don’t want to say anything 

more – we’ve had enough media fren-
zy about this in the past,” she told 
regional daily Oberoesterreichische 
Nachrichten (OOeN).

according to the austrian daily Die 
Presse, the villagers, known as Fu—ingers, 

“have had enough of visitors and their 
bad jokes.”

but not everybody seems happy 
about the impending change.

“don’t people have any sense of 
humour these days?” asked one 
OOeN reader.

another noted: “They’re getting 

free publicity – they ought to have 
been happy to have a funny name.”

Locals had previously found their 
village in the news after it was the 
backdrop for a book by austrian nov-
elist Kurt Palm which later was turned 
into a film.

The village was first officially inhab-

ited from around 1070, but local lore 
suggests that a sixth century bavarian 
nobleman called Focko actually 
founded the settlement. a map dating 
from 1825 used the spelling Fuking.

Just across the border in bavaria in 
germany, there is another village 
called Petting. AFP

An employee of the Amsterdam Public Library (OBA) shows a book with Sinterklaas and Zwarte Piet (Black 
Pete) in Amsterdam on November 12. AFP

People dressed as Saint Nicolas (or Sinterklaas) (right) and Black Peter 
(or Zwarte Pieten in Dutch) gesture during celebrations in Gouda, The 
Netherlands, on November 15, 2014. AFP

A car approaches a road sign that reads the name of the Austrian village ‘Fu—ing’ in 
western Austria on a cloudy day on January 7, 2013. AFP

Residents of an Austrian village will ring in the new year 2021 under a new name – 
Fugging – after ridicule, especially on social media, became too much to bear. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Used to be
  5 Roll an untimely seven (with “out”)
  9 Fur wrap
 14 Tough type of exam
 15 Edible part of a parsnip
 16 Word with “tiger” or “trail”
 17 Equivocate
 20 Coyote’s favorite company
 21 Coney midway?
 22 Marred by discolored spots
 26 Just OK
 30 Fill with bubbles
 31 Be worried
 32 Stag party?
 33 They have a central meeting 

place
 34 “Ten” or “pen” suffix
 35 Tetherball fixture
 36 Certain facial application
 39 Mine opening
 40 Wahine’s dance
 41 Come in
 43 Longtime anchor Rather
 44 Laundry pile
 45 “GoodFellas” star
 46 Shellfish offerings at a bar
 48 Tactful handling

 49 Printer’s widths
 50 Be a snitch
 51 What procrastinators may do
 59 Short-tailed lemur
 60 Sanction wrongdoing
 61 State categorically
 62 Metabolism type
 63 Free from contaminants
 64 Small storage unit
DOWN
  1 “I’m impressed!”
  2 Stat for a pitcher
  3 WWII fliers
  4 Prankster with pointy shoes
  5 Tableau of Mary, Joseph and 

Jesus
  6 Far from cramped
  7 Top-rated
  8 Sch. support org.
  9 Small piano
 10 Cop’s enforcer
 11 Photo ___ (camera sessions)
 12 100 bani, in Romania
 13 Kipling preposition
 18 Derived from milk
 19 Period of prayer
 22 Setting for many jokes

 23 Feb. 29
 24 Installs, as a minister
 25 Tarnish
 26 Wine feature
 27 Rabbitlike rodents
 28 Eager drinkers
 29 It can be rolled or batted
 31 Chase flies or grounders
 34 Antarctic predators
 35 Tubular pasta
 37 When repeated, a plea of Richard III
 38 One way to be aware
 39 Shakespearean commotion
 42 Type of deer
 44 Soup legume
 45 Broaden, as a pupil
 47 Common aquarium fish
 48 Not so many
 50 Forbidden perfume?
 51 Minor falsehood
 52 Messenger molecule
 53 Verification docs
 54 Music genre
 55 Pickup at a 22-Down
 56 Creeping vine
 57 Bon ___ (witticism)
 58 Meadow mother

“BREAKFAST IS READY” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution

malaysian family 
cooks up pandemic 
pizza amid downturn

A 
mALAYSIAN fam-
ily have cooked up a 
tasty solution to their 
economic woes dur-

ing the pandemic by opening 
a backyard pizzeria that has 
proved a hit in their sleepy 
village.

millions of people around 
the world lost their jobs this 
year as governments intro-
duced economically damag-
ing lockdowns to curb the 
spread of the coronavirus.

but one family in a malay-
sian village managed to turn 
a bumper profit during the 
downturn by opening up an 
eatery serving wood-fired 
pizzas from their home.

based in Jemapoh, 120 ki-
lometres (75 miles) south of 
the capital Kuala Lumpur, the 
business offers pizzas with 
herbs and spices, and cut 
pineapples mixed with meat 
or tuna, along with a heavy 
layer of mozzarella and ched-
dar cheese.

“We did this to get some 

pocket money,” said raudhah 
Hassan, 35, the eldest of sev-
eral siblings and mastermind 
behind the business.

“but – praise be to God – 
what we did has become the 
talk of the town.”

Pizzas have been flying out 
of the family’s makeshift kitch-
en since late April, a month 
after authorities implemented 
curbs that confined people to 
their homes and saw the clo-
sure of most businesses.

restaurants were allowed 
to keep operating and, after 
raudhah’s shop selling head-
scarves saw a fall in business 
and some of her siblings had 
their pay cut, the family de-
cided to open the pizzeria.

“We were stranded here. 
We said, we have to do some-
thing,” explained raudhah, 
who runs the business at her 
parent’s house with the help 
of other family members.

The family built a stone 
oven in their backyard to roll 
out a few dozen pizzas in time 

for the holy month of rama-
dan in the muslim-majority 
country, when the faithful 
typically enjoy lavish meals to 
break their fast.

The business quickly be-
came a hit.

“Some pizzas are too salty, 
but these are really nice,” said 
first-time customer Nurliyana 
Hidayah.

“I will come here again.”
The family have now add-

ed a shop to their home and 
hired about 20 people from 
the village to make up to 800 
wood-fired pizzas daily, five 
days a week.

more than 800,000 people 
have lost their jobs in malaysia 
this year as the virus pushed 
the country into recession, 
Prime minister muhyiddin 
Yassin said in October.

malaysia has largely lifted 
the toughest of its restrictions 
and most businesses are op-
erating again, although it has 
been a battling a virus resur-
gence in recent weeks. AFP

Workers prepare pizzas for their lunch in Jemapoh, in Malaysia’s Negeri Sembilan state. AFP

Pizzas bake inside a wood-fired oven at the Jemapoh Pizza Kayu Api restaurant. AFP
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Antonio conte is in the fir-
ing line with another cham-
pions League failure looming 
as his inter milan side head to 
borussia moenchengladbach 
on tuesday with their hopes 
of reaching the knock-out 
stage hanging by a thread.

the three-time european 
champions are bottom of 
Group b with just two points 
from four games, six points 
behind leaders Gladbach.

real madrid -- the record 13-
time winners -- are one point 
behind the Germans in second 
place and three clear of Ukrai-
nian side Shakhtar donetsk 
with two matches to play.

An italian team has not won 
a european trophy since in-
ter secured the champions 
League to complete a treble 
under Jose mourinho in 2010.

And inter need a miracle to 
avoid a third consecutive exit 
in the group stage.

Against Gladbach, the 1977 
european cup runners-up, 
there will be no room for error.

the teams settled for a 2-2 
draw at the San Siro last month, 
with romelu Lukaku scoring 
both goals for the hosts.

inter need to win and then 
beat Shakhtar, while also hop-
ing other results go their way.

For former Juventus and 
chelsea manager conte, who 
took over at inter in 2019, his 
european record has been 
consistently disappointing.

conte tasted european glory 
as a player with Juventus, in the 
1995/96 champions League.

but the 51-year-old’s best 
result as a coach was leading 
Juventus to the 2012/13 quar-
ter-finals.

He took chelsea to the last 16 
in 2017-2018, but this threatens 
to be his fourth failure to make 
it into the knock-out rounds.

An exit from the lucrative 
tournament would prove 
costly for inter, who this 
week revealed losses of 102.4 
million euros ($122.4m) for 
2019/2020, largely blamed on 
the coronavirus pandemic.

club president Steven Zhang 
nevertheless hailed conte as 
“a true leader” who would re-
store the chinese-owned side 
to their former glories.

“Last season’s goal was to start 
creating a winning mentality, 
then try to reduce the gap with 
our competitors,” said Zhang.

‘For better or for worse’
Last season, conte took 

inter to a second-place fin-
ish in Serie A, just one point 
behind Juventus, and to the 
europa League final where 
they lost to Sevilla.

He had looked set to leave 
after just one season follow-
ing a furious outburst fol-
lowing their defeat by Sevilla, 
complaining both he and the 
players received “little pro-
tection from the club”.

“i don’t want another year 
like that,” fumed conte be-
fore confirming he would stay 
after clear-the-air talks.

A divorce would have 
proved costly with his con-
tract running until 2022 and 
worth a reported 12 million 
euros ($14 million) a season.

this season inter have fre-
quently had to come from be-
hind, battling back from two 
goals down to equalise before 
real madrid snatched a 3-2 
victory in Spain.

they also came from two 
goals down to beat torino 4-2 a 
week ago, but convincingly won 
3-0 against Sassuolo on Satur-
day to move second in Serie A.

but conte admitted his side 
had been outplayed by real 
madrid in the 2-0 defeat last 
time out in europe, not just 
because of Arturo Vidal’s first-
half sending off for arguing 
with the referee.

“responsibility needs to 
be shared and we need to 
be united, for better or for 
worse,” said conte.

“in positive and negative mo-
ments, we all need to take credit 
and responsibility. We’re all in 
the same boat and we’re all row-
ing in the same direction.”

Against Gladbach, conte will 
be counting on the attacking 
duo of Lukaku and Lautaro 
martinez, who have scored 10 
of inter’s 14 champions League 
goals in the past two seasons.

Alexis Sanchez also scored 
against Sassuolo, finding the 
net in two consecutive league 
fixtures for the first time since 
december 2017 when he was 
at Arsenal.

but former tottenham mid-
fielder christian eriksen has 
been increasingly sidelined, 
looking set to leave after just 
a year in January.

“it’ll be difficult since 
they’re a tough opponent, as 
we saw at San Siro,” said inter 
full-back matteo darmian.

“but we’ll keep trying un-
til our exit is mathematically 
confirmed.” AFP

messi, barcelona remember 
maradona in winning style

milan’s conte in 
firing line as league 
failure looms heavy 

b
ArceLonA on Sunday followed 
the advice of coach ronald Koe-
man and paid tribute to their 
former player diego maradona 

with an emphatic return to form in La 
Liga and a 4-0 victory over osasuna.

maradona, who played two seasons for 
barca, died on Wednesday aged 60.

before the match, the club played 
‘the Song of the birds’ by catalan cellist 
Pablo casals as the teams stood around 
the centre circle where a maradona shirt 
was laid on the centre spot.

Lionel messi, who has inherited mara-
dona’s legendary Argentina number 10 
shirt, bowed his head.

Flags at the camp nou flew at half 
mast, maradona’s image was displayed 
on every screen and digital advertising 
hoardings while a club official held a 
framed maradona barcelona shirt.

the catalans have been struggling in 
La Liga and started the game 14th.

on Friday, Koeman said the best trib-
ute his team could pay maradona was to 
“show what we can do on the pitch”.

He recalled messi and Frenkie de Jong, 
who were not in the squad for tuesday’s 
4-0 champions League win at dynamo 
Kiev, and also started Antoine Griezmann, 
who was on the bench in Ukraine. 

barcelona took the lead after 29 min-
utes when the ball lobbed into the net 
off martin braithwaite’s knee following a 
scramble in front of goal.

messi seemed to be attempting a trib-
ute to maradona’s famous ‘Hand of God’ 
goal against england in 1986 as he leapt 
after the floating ball stretching his left 
arm toward it but the referee deemed he 
did not make contact.

it was braithwaite’s first goal at the 
camp nou and followed the denmark 
forward’s midweek strike in Kiev.

Griezmann scored with a powerful 
left-foot volley from outside the box in 

the 42nd minute.
the France World cup winner then 

passed up a shooting chance in the 56th 
minute to roll a pass across the goal and 
set up a tap-in for Philippe coutinho.

As barcelona rediscovered their cut-
ting edge, ousmane dembele had a 
strike ruled out for offside.

Vintage Messi
messi got his goal in the 74th minute 

with a dazzling strike.
He picked up the ball in midfield, danced 

past two defenders and smashed a rising 
left-foot shot into the top far corner.

He celebrated by pulling off his barce-
lona shirt to reveal a vintage newell’s old 
boys jersey from maradona’s one season 
with the club in rosario, Argentina.  

“it was a great moment,” said Koe-
man. “Leo’s goal, his gesture dedicated 

to maradona.
“it was something very big. We euro-

peans don’t realise how big maradona 
is in Argentina.”

earlier this week, newell’s tweeted a pho-
tograph from maradona’s debut showing 
a six-year-old local prodigy, in the same 
black and red shirt, doing ball tricks for the 
crowd at half-time. that boy was messi.

barcelona climbed to seventh, still 10 
points behind leaders real Sociedad, who 
drew 1-1 at home to third-placed Villarreal.

Gerard moreno scored a penalty after 
just six minutes for Villarreal at Anoeta but 
mikel oyarzabal replied with a spot-kick 
on the half-hour to earn the hosts a point.

La real pulled a point ahead of Atlet-
ico madrid despite the end of their six-
match winning run in the league. How-
ever, diego Simeone’s unbeaten side 
have two games in hand. AFP

PAtricK mahomes threw for 
462 yards and tossed three 
touchdowns to tyreek Hill as 
reigning nFL champion Kan-
sas city edged tom brady-led 
tampa bay 27-24 in a Sunday 
showdown.

mahomes completed 37-of-
49 passes while Hill caught 
13 for 269 yards as the chiefs 
improved to 10-1 while brady, 
who went 27-of-41 for 345 
and three touchdowns with 
two interceptions, saw the 
buccaneers fall to 7-5.

“We have so many good 
weapons,” said mahomes. “it’s 
hard to take away things when 
we have so many good guys. 
this week it was tyreek’s week.”

mahomes connected on 
touchdown passes of 75 
and 44 yards to Hill in the 
first quarter as the chiefs 
seized a 17-0 lead.

“i try to get the ball out 
of my hands quickly, get 
the ball to our playmak-
ers in space,” mahomes 
said. “i’m just taking 
what’s there.”

brady threw a 37-
yard touchdown 
pass to ronald Jones 
to answer but Harri-
son butker kicked his 
second field goal, a 29-
yarder, to lift Kansas city 
ahead 20-7 at halftime.

mahomes was 25-of-33 for 
359 yards in the first half, 
the most in any nFL open-
ing half in 18 years.

After a ryan Succop field 
goal for tampa bay, mahomes 
found Hill again on a 20-yard 
touchdown connection for a 
27-10 lead.

“every week i try to set the ex-
ample, working hard and giving 
my all,” said Hill, who seized the 
nFL reception yardage lead.

“that feels good but i still 
feel like there’s a lot of work 
for me to do. i’m always look-

ing to get bet-
ter. i want to 

be the best 
receiver in 
the game.”

brady hit 

mike evans on touchdown 
throws of 31 and 7 yards, the 
shorter one coming with 4:10 
remaining to lift the bucca-
neers within the final margin, 
but the chiefs took the ball 
and ran out the clock.

tennessee’s derrick Henry 
ran 27 times for 178 yards and 
scored three first-half touch-
downs to power the titans 
over host indianapolis 45-26.

A.J. brown scored on a 69-yard 
pass play from ryan tannehill 
and a 42-yard kickoff return for 
the titans, who seized the AFc 
South division lead at 8-3 with 
the colts second at 7-4.

baker mayfield threw for 258 
yards and two touchdowns 
while nick chubb ran for 144 
yards and a touchdown as the 
cleveland browns, who haven’t 
reached the playoffs since 
2002, improved to 8-3 with a 
27-25 victory at Jacksonville.

Shortly after the Jaguars lost 
their 10th straight game and 
fell to 1-10, owner Shad Khan 
fired general manager dave 
caldwell, saying, “our foot-

ball operation needs new 
leadership.” caldwell 

had been in the post 
since 2013.

Josh Allen threw 
for one touchdown 

and ran for anoth-
er as buffalo (8-3) 

outlasted the Los An-
geles chargers 27-17 
but miami (7-4) stayed 
one game back in the 

AFc east by whipping the win-
less new York Jets 20-3.

Folk wins for Patriots
nick Folk kicked a 50-yard 

field goal on the final play 
to give new england a 20-17 
victory over visiting Arizo-
na. James White ran for two 
touchdowns for the Patriots, 
who improved to 5-6, while 
the cardinals fell to 6-5.

San Francisco also won on a 
last-play field goal as robbie 
Gould kicked a 42-yard game 
winner to lift the 49ers over 
the Los Angeles rams 23-20.

South Korean Koo Young-
hoe kicked five field goals and 
matt ryan threw two touch-
down passes to lead Atlanta 
over Las Vegas 43-6.

Graham Gano kicked field 
goals from 32, 39, 40 and 49 
yards to lift the new York Gi-
ants over cincinnati 19-17 
and into a share of the nFc 
east division lead at 4-7.

Kirk cousins threw his third 
touchdown pass, a 10-yarder to 
chad beebe, with 46 seconds 
remaining to lift the minnesota 
Vikings over carolina 28-27.

the denver broncos, forced to 
press a receiver into emergency 
quarterback duty after four sig-
nal callers were ruled out due 
to covid-19 issues, were routed 
31-3 by new orleans (9-2).

Aaron rodgers threw for 211 
yards and four touchdowns 
to power Green bay (8-3) over 
chicago 41-25. AFP

Inter Milan’s Italian coach Antonio Conte gives instructions during the 
Italian Serie A football match Inter vs Torino on November 22 at the 
Giuseppe-Meazza (San Siro) stadium in Milan. MIGUEL MEDINA / AFP

Osasuna’s Argentinian defender Facundo Roncaglia (left) challenges Barcelona’s Argentinian 
forward Lionel Messi during the Spanish League football match between FC Barcelona and CA 
Osasuna on November 29. LLUIS GENE / AFP

mahomes powers chiefs past tampa bay

Patrick Mahomes of the Kansas City 
Chiefs looks to throw against the Las 
Vegas Raiders in the second half of their 
game at Allegiant Stadium on November 
22 in Las Vegas, Nevada. AFP



T
oTTenham moved 
to the top of the Pre-
mier League with a 
goalless draw against 

title rivals Chelsea, while edin-
son Cavani inspired manches-
ter United’s thrilling 3-2 win at 
Southampton on Sunday.

Jose mourinho’s side climbed 
above previous leaders Liver-
pool on goal difference after a 
sterile London derby at Stam-
ford Bridge.

In the day’s other match, 
Wolves won 2-1 at arsenal 
despite seeing their mexican 
striker Raul Jimenez taken to 
hospital after a nasty head 
injury.

Tottenham are unbeaten in 
nine league games and mour-
inho seemed happy to frustrate 
his former club as they adopted 
a cautious approach with little 
attacking ambition.

“That was a game where we 
respected them and they 
respected us. nobody gambled 
today or tried to change the 
direction of the game,” mour-
inho said. 

“I like the feeling of being 
top. We came from a difficult 
position last season and we are 
happy with that.”

Chelsea have not lost in their 
last 11 games in all competi-

tions and sit in third place, two 
points behind Tottenham and 
Liverpool, who drew 1-1 at 
Brighton on Saturday.

“It went as I sort of expected. 
I thought we’d have a lot of pos-
session. We created enough to 
win the game,” Chelsea man-
ager Frank Lampard said.

“The clean sheet against a 
side set up to counter-attack, 
that was excellent. We didn’t 
give (harry) Kane or Son 
(heung-min) a sniff.”

Timo Werner thought he had 
put Chelsea ahead early in the 
first half with a superb finish, 
only for an offside flag to 
thwart the Germany striker.

Chelsea’s mason mount 
forced a good save from hugo 
Lloris in the second half, while 
substitute olivier Giroud 
should have done better than 
shoot straight at the Tottenham 
keeper in stoppage time.

United fight back
The drab clash in west London 

was a stark contrast to United’s 
dramatic fightback from two 
goals down at St mary’s.

ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s side 
were facing a dismal defeat after 
first-half goals from Jan Bednarek 
and James Ward-Prowse put 
Southampton in control.

But Uruguay striker Cavani 
sparked United’s escape act 
after coming on at the interval.

Cavani set up Bruno Fern-
andes to reduce the deficit and 
the former Paris Saint-Germain 
star grabbed the equaliser from 
his team-mate’s deflected shot.

The 33-year-old netted again 
in the final moments as his 
third goal since signing as a 
free agent in october extended 
United’s winning to four games 
in all competitions.

“Great impact of course. he is 
a number nine who wants to be 
in between the posts, he is always 

on the move. I’m very pleased 
with him,” Solskjaer said.

“It was top movement and his 
timing is fantastic. his hunger 
to get on the end of things is the 
key for a centre-forward.”

It was exactly the kind of 
influential display Solskjaer 
was hoping for from Cavani 
when he moved for him after 
United’s failed pursuit of Borus-
sia Dortmund’s Jadon Sancho.

Cavani is only the second 
player to be directly involved 
in three goals in a Premier 
League game after coming on 
as a substitute for United since 

Solskjaer scored four against 
nottingham Forest in 1999.

United climbed to seventh 
place, two points adrift of the 
Champions League places, 
after setting a club record of 
eight successive away Premier 
League wins.

“It is a trait of manchester 
United to never give in. every 
single one of them, there was 
absolutely no chance they 
were going to give up,” Solsk-
jaer said.

at the emirates Stadium, 
Jimenez needed 10 minutes’ 
treatment following a clash of 

heads with arsenal’s David 
Luiz.

Luiz was cleared to resume 
play, but Jimenez had to go to 
hospital, with reports claiming 
he was conscious and respond-
ing to treatment.

Pedro neto put Wolves in 
front in the 27th minute and 
Gabriel magalhaes headed 
arsenal’s equaliser three min-
utes later. 

Daniel Podence’s cool finish 
clinched it for Wolves in the 
42nd minute, leaving arsenal 
languishing in 14th place after a 
three-match winless run. afp
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Spurs on top 
after Chelsea 
stalemate as 
man Utd wins

Wolves ‘pray’ for Jimenez recovery after arsenal win
WoLveS captain Connor 
Coady said he is praying team-
mate Raul Jimenez will make 
a full recovery after the mexi-
can was taken to hospital with 
a head injury during his side’s 
2-1 win at arsenal on Sunday.

Jimenez received treatment 
from medics for 10 minutes on 
the pitch after colliding with 
David Luiz before being 
stretchered from the field ear-
ly on in the game.

Wolves boss nuno espirito 
Santo confirmed the 29-year-
old is conscious and respond-
ing to treatment.

“We knew straight away,” said 
Coady. “he’s with the right peo-
ple but we hope and pray he’s 
ok because he’s the one we’re 
thinking about right now

“It’s something we never 
want to see. I hope and pray 
everything is ok, the one thing 
that matters today is that he 
and David Luiz are ok.”

Luiz continued with blood 
seeping into a white bandage 
wrapped around his head until 
half-time, when he was 
replaced by Rob holding, lead-
ing to fresh calls for the intro-
duction of concussion substi-

tutes in football.
Football’s lawmakers IFaB 

have opened the door for con-
cussion substitutes to be used 
on a trial basis with the english 
Football association hoping to 
do so in this season’s Fa Cup.

however, arsenal boss mikel 
arteta defended the decision 
not to immediately substitute 
the Brazilian and said he was 
eventually withdrawn due to 
discomfort caused by a cut in 
the incident rather than any 

symptoms of concussion.
“First of all the doc has to 

check, that he hasn’t lost any 
consciousness,” said arteta. 
“David was concerned just 
about the cut, nothing else.

“he was very uncomfortable 

and he could not head the ball. 
a centre-back that cannot 
head the ball, cannot play.”

The rest of the Wolves team 
had combined for just five 
goals in their previous nine 
league games, but Pedro neto 
and Daniel Podence struck to 
hand the visitors a first win 
away to arsenal since 1979.

Traore pace burns Arsenal 
neto was quickest to respond 

and converted the rebound after 
Leander Dendoncker headed an 
adama Traore cross against the 
crossbar on 27 minutes.

The lead was short-lived as 
arsenal responded to score 
their first goal from open play 
in six league games.

Willian’s inviting cross was 
powered home by Gabriel 
magalhaes at the back post for 
his second goal for the club.

But the arsenal defence that 
had been the bedrock of a 
revival under arteta towards 
the end of last season as they 
won the Fa Cup, could not 
cope with the pace of Traore.

another dart from the Span-
iard teed up neto and when 
his shot was spilled by Bernd 

Leno, Podence reacted fastest 
to turn the loose ball home.

arsenal responded after the 
break to pin nuno’s men back, 
but the home side again lacked 
inspiration and a clinical fin-
ish in the final third.

Pierre-emerick aubam-
eyang’s wait for a Premier 
League goal from open play 
since he signed a lucrative new 
contract worth a reported £55 
million ($73 million) over three 
years goes on.

The arsenal captain had his 
side’s best chance for an equal-
iser but headed wide much to 
the dismay of arteta on the 
sidelines.

The Gunners have now lost 
three straight home games to 
slip to 14th in the table.

“When you lose three games 
in a row at home it is a con-
cern. I’m responsible for that,” 
added arteta. “We have to put 
the ball in the net, in the first 
half they had two shots on tar-
get and scored two goals.”

at the other end of the table 
Wolves climb up to sixth and 
within four points of league 
leaders Tottenham and Liver-
pool. afp

Edinson Cavani (right) inspired Manchester United’s thrilling 3-2 win at Southampton with three goals on Sunday.  afp

Wolves captain Connor Coady said he is praying teammate Raul Jimenez will make a full recovery after the 
Mexican was taken to hospital with a head injury during his side’s 2-1 win at Arsenal. afp
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