
Mom Kunthear

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen 
has called on the public to 
stay calm, unite and fol-
low the Ministry of Health 

guidelines after the wife of a senior 
official tested positive for Covid-19 
in the Kingdom’s first case of com-
munity transmission. 

The case has drawn criticism 
on social media, with some users 
placing the blame on the woman 
who they said failed to protect her-
self and others from Covid-19. The 
woman was identified as the wife 
of prisons general department di-
rector-general Chhem Savuth, who 
later also tested positive for Covid-
19. Four of their family members 
also tested positive.  

Health ministry secretary of state 
and spokeswoman Or Vandine 
said on November 29 that this was 
not the time to place blame, but 
to unite and listen to the country’s 
leaders and health experts in or-
der to overcome this complex and 
dangerous health situation. 

“I would like to plead with every-

one: please do not give in to fear, 
do not think of who made mistakes 
and point to this person or that 
person. 

“The most important thing right 
now is for everyone to take precau-
tionary measures to ensure that 
there is no transmission from one 
person to another and no trans-
mission in the community,” Van-
dine said.

The health ministry on Novem-
ber 28 confirmed that the 56-
year-old wife of Savuth had tested 
positive for Covid-19 but had not 
determined as to where or from 
whom she had contacted the virus. 
The woman had reportedly trav-
elled to several provinces in the 
country.

Areas involved are Phnom Penh, 
and the provinces of Siem Reap, 
Banteay Meanchey and Mondulkiri.

The health ministry on November 
28 also closed Aeon Mall Phnom 
Penh (AEON 1) for two to three days 
after learning that Savuth’s wife 
had gone to the mall to eat and buy 
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MORE than 100 people fell ill and at 
least six have died from water and 
alcohol poisoning in Chieb com-
mune, in Kampong Chhnang prov-
ince’s Teuk Phos district. 

Provincial Department of Health 
director Prak Vun told The Post on No-
vember 29 the alcohol poisoning case 
was first reported around 4pm on 

November 28. The victim’s symptoms 
included headache, dizziness, tight-
ness of the chest, shortness of breath 
and nausea. Others in the village then 
reported the same symptoms.

“Until today, 101 people got sick af-
ter attending a funeral for two villag-
ers who died from water poisoning. 
Four of the 101 people died at hospi-
tals in Kampong Chhnang province 
and Phnom Penh because they had 

more serious symptoms,” he said. 
Those who got sick from rice wine 

poisoning are between the ages of 20 
and 60, some of whom were allowed to 
return home after recovering. Authori-
ties have collected samples includ-
ing rice wine and herbal wine to send 
to the Institut Pasteur du Cambodge 
(IPC) in Phnom Penh for testing.

“We haven’t received official re-
sults yet. I made a preliminary con-

clusion this poisoning was caused 
by rice wine that had excessive lev-
els of methanol,” he said.

Health minister Mam Bun Heng 
has assigned a team to work with 
the Kampong Chhnang provincial 
authorities to stop distributing rice 
wine immediately, said ministry 
spokeswoman Or Vandine.

The alcohol poisoning happened 
at the funeral for two people who 

died due to water poisoning. The 
water they drank contained a poi-
sonous substance.

A total of 13 people aged 4 to 53 in-
cluding the diseased suffered from 
the water poisoning.

According to a health department 
report, the people ran out of water to 
drink and then took water from a well 
dug in a rice field that had been sprayed 
with watermelon chemicals.

PM confirms 
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Clash in France over security law

Six villagers die from water, alcohol poisoning

VIOLENT clashes erupted in Paris on 
November 28 as tens of thousands 
took to the streets to protest against 
new security legislation, with ten-
sions intensified by the police beat-
ing and racial abuse of a black man 
that shocked France.

Several fires were started in Paris, 
sending acrid smoke into the air, as 
protesters vented their anger against 
the security law which would re-
strict the publication of police offi-
cers’ faces.

Some 46,000 people marched in 
Paris and 133,000 in total nationwide, 
the interior ministry said. Protest or-

ganisers said some 500,000 joined 
nationwide, including 200,000 in the 
capital.

President Emmanuel Macron said 
late on November 27 that the images 
of the beating of black music produc-
er Michel Zecler by police officers in 
Paris “shame us”. The incident had 
magnified concerns about alleged 
systemic racism in the police force.

“Police everywhere, justice no-
where” and “police state” and “smile 
while you are beaten” were among 
the slogans brandished as protesters 
marched from Place de la Republique 
to the nearby Place de la Bastille.

Several cars, a newspaper kiosk 
and a brasserie were set on fire close 
to Place de la Bastille, police said. 

Some protesters threw stones at 
the security forces who responded by 
firing tear gas and using water can-
non, an AFP correspondent said. 

Police complained that protesters 
impeded fire services from putting out 
the blazes and said nine people had 
been detained by the early evening.

France’s interior minister Gerald 
Darmanin condemned “unaccept-
able” violence against the police, say-
ing 37 members of the security forces 
had been injured nationwide. afp

annual exam to 
proceed despite 
covid-19 fears
natIonaL – page 3

$70m adB loan to 
Boost agriculture 
and food safety 
bUsIness – page 5

iran accuses 
israel of killing 
nuclear scientist
WorLd – page 7

ContInUed – page 3

Firefighters try to extinguish a car during a protest against the ‘global security’ draft law in paris on saturday. afp



Niem Chheng

THE European Commission 
again raised concerns about 
the arrests of opposition acti- 
vists, the trials of former oppo-
sition leader Kem Sokha and 
union leader Rong Chhun, and 
the EU’s partial withdrawal 

of the “Everything But Arms” 
trade scheme in a meeting on 
Friday.

In response, Cambodian of-
ficials insisted all arrests were 
made with legal basis.

The concerns were raised 
during a three-day meeting 
between Cambodia and the 

European Commission from 
November 25-27 to review 
and discuss all areas of bilat-
eral cooperation, a meeting 
that is held every two years. 

The meeting was expected 
to wrap up on November 30, 
but Cambodia requested a 
postponement to an unspeci-
fied date due to Covid-19, ac-
cording to Ministry of Justice 
spokesman Chin Malin.

“The topics of discussion 
related to democracy, human 
rights, rule of law, legal en-
forcement, and good gover-
nance. The EU Commission 
has raised their concerns over 
the legal enforcement by Cam-
bodia on opposition activists, 
the case of Kem Sokha, Rong 
Chhun, and the Cambodia Na-
tional Rescue Party (CNRP). 

“But all of these are nothing 
new. They have been raised 
in the past and there are still 
concerns these are a violation 
of human rights, repression, 
and restriction of freedom 
and political rights.

“Cambodia clarified the 
arrests were not restrictions 
on freedom or a restriction 
on political rights. They are 
merely legal enforcement. 
We explained the legal per-
spective in Cambodia and the 
court procedures to ensure 
them those arrests are under 
law and have nothing to do 
with human rights.”

The EU commission linked 
the arrests to the former 
CNRP, but the authorities only 

arrested those who violated 
the law and did not single out 
any group, Malin said.

The EU Commission an-
nounced a partial withdrawal 
of EBA in February, a deci-
sion that went into effect in 
August.

The EU cited a “serious and 
systematic violation” of prin-
ciples in four core human and 
labour rights.

Malin said the topics were 
brought to discussion only 
to review what happened in 
the past, but both the EU and 
Cambodia were working with 
each other on several aspects, 
including resolving disputes 
outside the court system and 
lawmaking based on the prin-
ciple of democracy. Both sides 
are preparing to provide train-
ing to justice officials, he said.

Political analyst Lao Mong 
Hay said there seems to be no 
lessening of the government’s 
repressive measures against 
Sokha, opposition activists 
and civil society groups since 
the EU’s EBA withdrawal. 

On the contrary, he said, 
judging from recent state-
ments by Prime Minister Hun 
Sen and other top civilian and 
military leaders, those mea-
sures have become system-
atic instead. 

“After the latest talks with the 
EU it is possible the government 
might postpone or dismiss the 
trial of the 130 or so opposition 
activists who were recently put 
on trial,” he said.
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Busy border under scrutiny

Gov’t brushes off EU’s concerns on rights 

Nov Sivutha

A 
BUSTLING Bavet-
Moc Bai border 
crossing of 300 to 
400 trucks per day 

has prompted Cambodia and 
vietnam to form a joint task 
force to tackle increased traffic  
congestion.

The Ministry of Public Works 
and Transport (MPWT) spokes-
man vasim Sorya told The Post 
on November 26 both sides are 
working on a solution. 

“It’s not just Cambodia ex-
periencing the congestion, 
but vietnam also. In order to 
solve this, we agreed to form 

this task force to work togeth-
er,” Sorya said.

The ministry has yet to issue 
a directive, however, because 
the relevant ministries have 
not yet agreed on the  struc-
ture and the names of the of-
ficials to lead the task force.

“It depends on the institu-
tions because this work is a 
joint task involving relevant 
ministries like the institutions 
of immigration, health and 
the ministry of agriculture and 
vietnamese side doesn’t know 
yet how many people,” he said

Sorya said MPWT has received 
many requests, including a de-
tour to a new checkpoint - Prey 

vor international border. The 
vietnamese side also requested 
a parking lot and a checkpoint 
on its land because vietnam 
had a plot available. 

Cambodia Logistics Asso-
ciation (CLA) president Sin 
Chanthy said there have been 
problems with traffic conges-
tion along the Cambodia-
vietnam border before the 
start of Covid-19 outbreak.

Chanthy said he welcomed 
the task force, saying it will 
help speed up solutions. 

Minister of Public Works 
Sun Chanthol led a bilateral 
meeting on November 25 
with his vietnamese counter-

part over cross-border trans-
port. The meeting focused on 
making cross-border trade 
improvements and an in-
crease in trade volume. 

“In order to solve the prob-
lems of Bavet-Moc Bai Inter-
national Border traffic con-
gestion, both sides agreed 
to create this joint task force 
involving roads, water, and 
railway,” he said. 

“The joint task will cooperate 
to solve the problems in time 
and most effectively. They have 
to meet for talks regularly and 
make monthly reports to their 
respective prime ministers,” 
Chanthol said.

Long Kimmarita

THE ministries of Women’s 
Affairs and Information, the 
Club of Cambodian Journalists 
and the NGO ActionAid Cam-
bodia organised a workshop 
for reporters and media stu-
dents under the theme “Rais-
ing Awareness of the Imple-
mentation of the Media Code 
for Reporting violence Against 
Women”.

The workshop took place at 
the women’s affairs ministry 
on November 27 and support-
ed by the French embassy in 
Cambodia.

The goal, according to organ-
isers, is to make participants 
understand the root causes of 
violence on women and how 
to provide services to victims. 

The purpose is to educate 
participants about ethical val-
ues when reporting violence.

“This workshop wants to 
encourage participants to stick 
to the media code of conduct 
in reporting about violence on 
women,” a joint press release 
said. 

ActionAid Cambodia noted 
that some cases of violence 

against women that were 
reported on social media 
departed from the code of 
conduct. That includes photos 
and comment that affect the 
dignity of victims.

Women’s affairs ministry 
undersecretary of state Bun 
Puthy said Cambodia acknowl-
edged that more need be done 
to promote gender equality 
and combat violence against 
women and girls.

“The news plays a very 
important role in preventing 
violence on women, especial-
ly providing news that helps 
victims who suffer from injus-
tice to not become victims 
again. It should encourage 
society to support victims 
without discrimination,” she 
said. 

Laurent Triponey, first coun-
sellor at the French embassy, 
said the training is meant to 
improve gender equality 
between men and women, a 
priority of the French police 
and government. 

The Cambodian Centre for 

Human Rights (CCHR), the 
UN and other organisations 
have also been involved in 
campaigns to stop violence 
against women. 

A CCHR press release said 
the campaigns marked the 
International Day for the Elim-
ination of violence against 
Women, which fell on Novem-
ber 25 and runs through 
Human Rights Day on Decem-
ber 10.

The UN in Cambodia wrote 
on its Facebook page that 
almost one in five girls in Cam-
bodia is married before the age 
of 18, with most cases in 
Ratanakkiri and Mondulkiri 
provinces where ethnic minor-
ity populations are concen-
trated. 

“In 16 days campaigns in 
stopping violence on women, 
we necessarily need to join 
hand to stop marriage of chil-
dren and ensure that women 
and girls in the Kingdom can 
get their full potential,” it not-
ed.

Separately, the NGO African 
Women’s Development and 
Communication Network 
(FEMNET) also announced a 

global “Clean Clothes Cam-
paign” (CCC) to raise aware-
ness and stop violence and 
harassment on women in the 
workplace, especially in the 
textile industry. 

A network of 250 organisa-
tions across the world has 
joined the campaign. 

In a press release on Novem-
ber 26, the FEMNET said cases 
of gender-based violence and 
harassment have increased 
tremendously, especially dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Women are particularly at risk, 
especially in informal and low-
wage sectors in the industry.  

 “The Clean Clothes Cam-
paign has published a position 
paper that proves the urgency 
of taking action against vio-
lence at work by looking at the 
example of garment facto-
ries. 

“FEMNET and CCC call on 
companies and politicians to 
implement appropriate 
measures to mitigate vio-
lence at work,” the press 
release said.

Awareness push  
tackles violence 
against women

Women’s affairs undersecretary of state Bun Puthy said women need 
support in the fight against gender violence. Women’s affairs ministry 

Public Works minister Sun Chanthol (centre) led a bilateral meeting to boost trade at the Bavet-Moc Bai checkpoint. Public Works minstry
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Niem Chheng

THE Ministry of Educa-
tion, Youth and Sport and 
UNESCO have provided new 
teaching materials for young 
mathematics students at the 
Teacher Training Centre in 
Kampong Cham province. 

The provision of educa-
tional supplies, which was 
announced on November 28, 
includes exercise books, a stu-
dent support book and video 
resources. The initiative is the 
latest outcome of the Strength-
ening Teacher Education Pro-
grammes in Cambodia (STEP-
Cam), which was launched in 
2018 between the Cambodian 
government and UNESCO. 

The new supplies and mate-
rial were based on consultative 
workshops organised by the 
education ministry’s Primary 
Education Department. Accord-
ing to UNESCO, Grade 1 and 2 
teachers were active participants 
in the workshops and provided 
active feedback on how to make 
the materials more user-friendly 
and context-sensitive.

The announcement cer-
emony was presided over by 
education ministry secretary 
of state Nath Bunroeun and 
UNESCO Country Represen-
tative Sardar Umar Alam, ac-
cording to a press release.

Bunroeun emphasised the 
importance of early grade 

reading and maths, as well as 
the need to provide mentor-
ing and training to teachers.

Alam said a strong foundation 
in early mathematics was critical 
for young learners to succeed in 
later grades and that teachers 
were the catalysts for building 
this educational foundation.

The launching event also 
marked the first step of a pilot 
project for Grade 2 mathemat-
ics that will be introduced in 
Siem Reap province next year. 
In subsequent stages, addi-
tional teacher training will be 
provided on how to use new 
material in teaching and learn-
ing, according to UNESCO.

“Since its launch, STEPCam 
has equipped over 2,800 early 
grade teachers with new tools 
and resources to improve 
learning outcomes in reading 
and mathematics in Grades 1 
and 2,” UNESCO said.

In today’s digital age, accord-
ing to UNESCO, mathematics 
was the basis for innovation 
and sustainable development 
and Cambodia had made im-
pressive gains in education.

Even so, many Cambodian 
students continued to strug-
gle to achieve acceptable pro-
ficiency in early mathematics.

Education ministry spokes-
man Ros Soveachea referred 
reporters to the press release 
when reached for comment 
on November 29.
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Annual exams start on Nov 30 
despite fresh Covid-19 jitters
Voun Dara

T
HE Ministry of Educa-
tion, Youth and Sports 
will hold the annual 
Grade 9 diploma ex-

aminations as planned start-
ing on November 30, despite 
recent health concerns and 
in accordance with guidelines 
handed down by Prime Minis-
ter Hun Sen.

Ministry of Education 
spokesman Ros Soveacha 
told The Post on November 29 
that the exams would be held 
at schools in 25 provinces for 
two days from November 30 
to December 1, with 158,717 
candidates, including 85,131 
women, taking the test at one 

of 1,729 examination centres 
or 7,141 examination rooms.

“The diploma exam on No-
vember 30 is to proceed as 
planned with strict health mea-
sures in place as stated in the 
Standard Operating Procedures 
of the Ministry of Education is-
sued on August 4.

“All educational institutions 
have organised all stages of 
the diploma exam in collabo-
ration with the Ministry of 
Education, Youth and Sports 
and the 25 provincial-capital 
education departments as 
needed,” he said.

Hun Sen said in a recorded 
message on November 28 that 
health authorities had discov-
ered the Kingdom’s first case 

of community transmission 
of Covid-19: the wife of prison 
director-general Chhem Sa-
vuth. He urged Cambodians 
to remain calm, avoid gather-
ings and follow the instruc-
tions of health officials – but 
not to close schools. 

“I am not calling for school 
closures in Phnom Penh or 
Siem Reap or the other prov-
inces involved [in the new 
Covid-19 cases]. All that is 
needed now is to wear masks, 
wash your hands frequently 
and maintain social-distanc-
ing. We have to let the process 
run as smoothly as it can in 
the ‘new normal’, including 
the schools,” he said. 

Or vandine, secretary of state 

and spokeswoman for the Min-
istry of Health, told reporters 
on November 29 that the Min-
istry had set up testing for any 
students or teachers linked to 
the case of Savuth’s wife or her 
family, all of whom have tested 
positive for Covid-19. 

Due to the dangers of Covid-
19, the Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sports allowed pri-
vate schools to hold the exams 
on August 3.

Private schools in 13 prov-
inces and cities administered 
the exam to 8,103 candidates, 
including 4,036 women. Ac-
cording to the ministry, 98.81 
per cent of candidates passed 
the test, including 99.4 per cent 
of the women registered.

The annual Grade 9 diploma exams will be held at schools in 25 provinces for two days from November 30 to December 1. HENG CHIVOAN

UNESCO Country Representative Sardar Umar Alam (left) and education 
ministry secretary of state Nath Bunroeun. UNESCO

K Cham teacher centre 
gets early maths tools

‘We do not sleep’: Ministry leaders scramble to prevent outbreak
Continued from page 1

some groceries on November 21.
The ministry took immediate ac-

tion by collecting samples from the 
couple’s family for testing, find-
ing that they and four other fam-
ily members were also positive for 
Covid-19.

Soon after the disclosure, Hun Sen 
announced via a recorded message 
that Savuth’s family was the King-
dom’s first case of community trans-
mission. He urged Cambodians not to 
panic as health authorities searched 
for those who had been in direct and 
indirect contact with them. 

“I urge all citizens not to panic 
to the point of being terrified and 
losing control. Citizens are urged 
to pay more attention to protect 
themselves by wearing masks, 
washing hands and practising 
good sanitation as directed by the 
ministry.

“If it can be avoided, please do 
not attend mass gatherings. I am 
not calling for school closures in 
Phnom Penh or Siem Reap or the 
other provinces involved.

“All that is needed now is to wear 
masks, wash your hands frequently 
and maintain social-distancing,” 

the prime minister said.
The prime minister added that 

the government had taken emer-
gency measures to enforce quaran-
tine on those who may have been in 
contact with the infected and test 
them for Covid-19.

The health ministry started Covid-
19 testing for people known to have 
come in contact with Savuth’s wife 
on November 29. The second round 
of testing is scheduled for December 
8 and the third on December 12 at 
designated locations in Phnom Penh 
and the affected provinces.

Ministry secretary of state York 
Sambath said the latest Covid-19 
case was of great concern because 
the patient was a local resident, not 
a visitor.

“What we are worried about is 
that we do not know whom she has 
contacted. Our team is working on 
this, which is very large scale. We 
are preparing many teams to learn 
more information,” she said.

Minister of Interior Sar Kheng an-
nounced on November 29 that all 
officials in his ministry who were 
in contact with Savuth need to be 
tested for Covid-19.

“For me, I worked with Savuth last 
Tuesday and discussed the royal 

decree on commuting prison sen-
tences, but he was sitting about 7m 
to 8m away from me. But as I left 
the meeting, I walked across the 
walkway behind Savuth, and he 
stood up and talked to me for a bit. 
Therefore, I will get tested and self-
quarantine too,” he said.

This news of the Covid-19 infec-
tion spread rapidly on Cambodia’s 
social media platforms, with some 
accusing Savuth’s family of not tak-
ing adequate health precautions. 

vandine, however, said even coun-
tries with better resources had not 
done as well as Cambodia to stop the 
virus, noting that this was the King-
dom’s first community transmission. 

“Our working groups and ministry 
leaders do not sleep, working days 
and nights to prevent an epidemic 
and protect the health of everyone. 
I hope that in the spirit of solidarity 
we work together to fight Covid-19. 
We can overcome this challenge if 
we are together,” she said.

Hun Sen is presently in Siem Riep 
for a groundbreaking ceremony for 
a project to repair dozens of streets 
and improve sections of the Siem 
Reap River.

Meanwhile, all AEON 1 employees 
were tested for Covid-19 on Novem-

ber 29 after the ministry announced 
the temporary closure of the shop-
ping centre. 

The health ministry said Savuth’s 
wife has homes in Siem Reap and 
Phnom Penh. She had felt unwell 
for several days before going to the 
Khmer-Soviet Friendship Hospital, 
where she tested positive for Covid-
19 on November 28.

All Covid-19-infected members of 
Savuth’s family are receiving treat-
ment at the Khmer-Soviet Friend-
ship hospital.

In a separate case, the ministry 
has confirmed one more Covid-19 
case – a 31-year-old Cambodian-
American woman living in Pailin 
province’s Pailin town. The woman 
arrived from the US via South Korea 
on November 27 and is now under 
treatment at the Chak Angre Health 
Centre in Phnom Penh’s Meanchey 
district. The 56 passengers on board 
with her are now under quarantine 
at hotels and the Russian and Chi-
nese embassies.

vandine called on local authori-
ties and provincial health depart-
ments to search for those who had 
been in contact with the latest 
Covid-19 patients and to monitor 
anyone already in 14-days of self-

quarantine.
The ministry on November 29 

called on all people who had inter-
acted with them to be tested at the 
interior ministry, AEON 1 and Prey 
Sar Prison from 7:30am.

In Siem Reap province, provincial 
authorities urged anyone in contact 
to be tested at the Siem Reap Provin-
cial Teacher Training College on No-
vember 29. In other provinces, any-
one concerned about contact with 
those infected should contact local 
health departments for testing. 

As of November 29, Cambodia had 
315 cases of Covid-19, with 301 pa-
tients discharged from hospitals and 
14 patients under treatment at the 
Khmer-Soviet Friendship Hospital 
and the Chak Angre Health Centre.

On November 29, the health 
ministry also announced that two 
Covid-19 patients had tested nega-
tive for the virus and discharged. 
One was a 59-year-old Cambodian 
man in Phnom Penh’s Kambol dis-
trict and the other was 31-year-old 
Cambodian bodyguard who be-
came infected from the “Novem-
ber 3 event”, a reference to the No-
vember 3 visit by Covid-19-positive 
Hungarian Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade Peter Szijjarto.



Soth Koemsoeun 

M
INISTER of In-
terior Sar Kheng 
has instructed all 
provincial gover-

nors, and the Mondulkiri pro-
vincial governor in particular, 
to regularly inspect forests 
and natural resources in he-
licopters.

Sar Kheng, also the deputy 
prime minister, said relevant 
ministries and leaders in 
Mondulkiri have to protect 
natural resources. The work, 
he said, will gain the support 
of people and attract tourists 
and investors to the area.

“It is our ancestral wealth,” 
he said.  

He encouraged other min-
isters and provincial gover-
nors in natural resource-rich 
areas to consider preparing a 
regular calendar for forest he-
licopter inspections instead 
of relying solely on patrols by 
vehicles and on foot to catch 
land encroachers. 

“I visited China and they 
gave me a presentation on 
large projects. I asked where 
the money came from? The 
answer: The money comes 
from three sources – ances-
tral money, our money and 
our children’s money.”

Sar Kheng said ancestral 
money referred to natural 
resources – the forest and 
mountains – which can at-
tract investments. But the 
money didn’t come from log-
ging timber, he said. 

“Our money is the money 
that comes from our efforts to 
invest – taxes and work. Our 
children’s money refers to the 
money borrowed for develop-
ment and our children are the 
ones to take over. That bor-
rowing must be limited,” Sar 
Kheng said. 

Mondulkiri provincial gov-
ernor Svay Sam Eang said on 
November 27 the provincial 
administration is following 
the interior ministry’s direc-
tives in terms of forest land 
encroachment. 

He said there have been 

challenges because the area 
borders Vietnam and consists 
of forests, mountains and 
waterfalls. But the provincial 
administration is short on 
armed forces and has found it 
difficult to fight forest crimes, 
wild animal trafficking and 
forest land encroachment. 

“On behalf of the Mondulkiri 
Provincial Administration, I 
would like to request the gov-
ernment allocate land from 
wildlife sanctuaries in Mon-
dulkiri for people who have 
relied on them for their liveli-
hoods for a long time,” he said.

Adhoc community empow-
erment officer Pen Bunnar 
said: “Problems still persist be-
cause some officials have col-
luded with traders. They have 
signed various [land owner-
ship] certificates for a small re-
ward without being concerned 
about problems in future.

“If national-level specialists 
identify irregularities on the 
part of subnational-level of-
ficials, they have to take strict 
action and traders involved 
must be prosecuted. Fake 
land titles must be annulled,” 
he said.  

National
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Ancient pottery kiln 
unearthed at Angkor 
Long Kimmarita

ARCHAEOLOGISTS with the 
Apsara National Authority 
(ANA) have unearthed what 
appears to be an Angkor-era 
pottery kiln located north of 
Dey Chhnang gate of Angkor 
Thom. 

According to ANA’s Facebook 
page on November 27, the kiln 
was excavated in Siem Reap’s 
Kokchak commune north of Dey 
Chhnang gate of Angkor Thom. 

Tin Tina, deputy director of 
the Angkor International Doc-
ument Centre and the excava-
tion team leader, said the exca-
vation was launched to learn 
if ancient pottery was pro-
duced at the hillside site. In the 
past, researchers had discov-
ered many shards of pottery 
scattered around the hill.

“Until now, there has been 
no excavation or research to 
confirm that the location is an 
ancient pottery kiln. Because 
of the scattered pottery and 
burned clay pieces that remain 
on the hill even today, some 

researchers agreed that it was 
highly probable that there had 
once been an ancient kiln 
there,” he added. 

Tina said the research plan 
for the area would end on 
December 10. The excavation 
team said they had discovered 
kiln walls and many pieces of 
pottery, mostly items such as 
tiles, stoves and other com-
mon earthenware.

“After excavation, we will ask 
permission to conduct 
research in this area by listing 
an inventory of the site and 
designating it as a protected 
site for tourists to visit and 
researchers to study,” he said. 

Vito Phirum, an ANA archae-
ologist, said the team of experts 
paid close attention to excava-
tion techniques to reduce the 
risk of damaging the ancient 
structures and artefacts. The 
team had divided the excava-
tion to easily collect data and 
photograph the structure. 

“The structure of this kiln pat-
tern is very special because its 
shape and pattern are different 

from most of kilns in the Angkor 
area, which are much larger. As 
far as the objects found here, we 
do not know exactly where they 
came from,” he added. 

Chhay Rachana, director of 
the office of pottery research 
at the International Centre for 
Research and Documentation 
of Angkor, said the team did 
not yet know the full shape of 
the kiln and could only see 
small, round walls and a fire 
place with a diameter of 3sqm. 
This kiln has unique features 
that had never been seen 
before,” Rachana said.

“According to the tile pieces, 
we can assume that this kiln 
might be from the Post-Angkor 
period because this type of tile 
was rarely used in the Angkor 
era. According to residents’ 
memories, it might be related 
to the local name for the gate, 
which is Dey Chhnang Gate, or 
Pottery Ground Gate, because 
it had many kilns for produc-
ing pots,” he added. 

The ANA also announced 
the complete renovation of a 
Buddha statue at Ruot Bakan, 
near the top of Angkor Wat 
temple. The statue had been 
repaired to fix its deteriorated 
condition and cracks in its legs 
that were unable to support its 
weight.

Soy Sophearin, sculpture 
conservation officer at the 
Department of Temple Pres-
ervation and Preventive 
Archaeology in Angkor Park, 
said the statue of Buddha also 
had some problemswith its 
head, face and lower legs.

According to Sophearin, 
conservation teams regularly 
monitored the damage and 
were able to fix it in time to 
prevent serious harm to the 
statue.

Minister: monitor forests by air 

Archaeologists say the kiln has features never seen before. ANA 

Minister of Interior Sar Kheng urged provincial governors to inspect protected forests and other natural 
resources by using helicopters instead of relying solely on patrols by vihicles and on foot. INterIor MINIstry 
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Business
USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,062 1.2997 6.5784 103.98 4.0690 1.3382 30.29 0.7378 1.1918 1.3366

mitsubishi invests $90 million for 10% 
stake in masan High-Tech materials
masan High-Tech materials Corpora-
tion (mHT), a subsidiary of vietnam’s 
masan Group Corp, on november 27 
announced it has wrapped up a strate-
gic alliance in the tungsten industry 
with Japan’s mitsubishi materials Corp 
(mmC) with an objective to develop a 
leading, high-tech tungsten materials 
platform.

As part of the strategic alliance, mmC 
bought 109,915,542 newly issued shares 
via a private placement for a cash con-
sideration of $90 million.

mmC now owns 10 per cent of the 
fully diluted share capital of mHT and 
is the second largest shareholder.    

The parties will discuss developing a 
separate business unit to strengthen 
and unlock synergies for their respec-
tive mid-stream tungsten platforms.

The ability to offer cutting edge solu-
tions to customers and the strategic 
flexibility of being integrated across the 
value chain is a critical factor in deliver-
ing sustainable growth and will con-
tinue to be a critical factor in the tung-
sten space.

mHT prides itself on constantly deliv-
ering improved and innovative product 
offerings. mHT is one of the only tung-
sten platforms that benefits from regu-
lar supply of primary (concentrates) 
and secondary raw (recycled) materials 
that are then further processed into the 
finest quality oxides, powders, carbides 
and chemicals.

The success of mHT is underpinned 
by a combination of world-class 
research and development with dedi-
cated applications engineers who have 
a track record of delivering fine-tuned 
specifications to meet end customers’ 
evolving demands.

After the acquisition of HC Starck, a 
leading global mid-stream tungsten 

business, in June this year, mmC’s par-
ticipation as a strategic partner is a 
validation of management’s transfor-
mation into a vertically integrated high-
tech tungsten platform.

mmC will add significant value as a 
strategic partner, and through partner-
ing the parties will be positioned to 
develop better leading-edge solutions 
for end customers which will accelerate 
growth.

They include establishing the oppor-
tunities for joint collaboration and 
investment in revolutionary research 
and development of key technologies 
to enhance the parties’ respective high-
tech tungsten portfolios, improving 
their ability to provide industry-leading 
quality and performance of high-tech 
tungsten materials products, and final-
ly strengthening the sales network in 
the Asia Pacific region.

Credit Suisse acted as exclusive finan-
cial adviser to mHT.

Key regulatory and mHT sharehold-
ers’ approvals required for the strategic 
investment have been obtained.

on the same day, masan meATLife 

JSC (mmL), another subsidiary of mas-
an Group, announced the acquisition 
of 51 per cent of 3F vIeT JSC, a leading 
domestic player in the poultry meat 
market, through a primary injection of 
613 billion dong ($26.6 million).

established in 2014, 3F vIeT has 
emerged as one of the country’s leading 
players with a vision to transform the 
poultry market with chilled packaged 
and processed chicken meat products.

Its offerings span the value chain, 
from breeding, hatcheries and meat 
farms to large-scale food processing 
and packaging, all complying strictly 
with environmental standards related 
to food hygiene and safety.

With an efficient operating model, 3F 
vIeT hopes to generate revenues of one 
trillion dong with break-even ebITDA 
(earnings before interest, taxes, depre-
ciation and amortisation) in financial 
year 2020.

The 613 billion dong will be used by 
3F to expand its business and build a 
poultry power brand.

regulatory approvals required for the 
transaction have been obtained.

masan meATLife Ceo Pham Trung 
Lam said: “entering the poultry meat 
market through the investment into 3F 
vIeT is a part of masan meATLife’s 
vision to transform into a pure FmCG 
(fast-moving consumer goods) com-
pany.

“With the completion of this strategic 
milestone, we expect to bring break-
through value to consumers in a much 
more scalable fashion and develop 
power brands.

“our mission is to supply fresh, safe, 
affordable, and traceable meat prod-
ucts to each and every vietnamese con-
sumer,” Lam said. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

MHT is one of the only tungsten platforms 
that benefits from regular supply of 
primary (concentrates) and secondary raw 
(recycled) materials that are then further 
processed into the finest quality oxides, 
powders, carbides and chemicals. MASAN

$70m ADb loan to boost agriculture, food safety
Thou Vireak
 

T
He Japanese-led mul-
tilateral lender Asian 
Development bank 
(ADb) has approved 

a $70 million loan to improve 
the capacity of agribusinesses 
in six provinces across Cambo-
dia to process key agricultural 
products, it said in a press re-
lease on november 27.

The Agricultural value 
Chain Competitiveness and 
Safety enhancement Project 
aims to benefit about 230 ag-
ricultural cooperatives (about 
27,000 households) and 50 
agribusinesses in Kampong 
Cham, Kampong Thom, od-
dar meanchey, Preah vihear, 
Siem reap and Tbong Kh-
mum provinces, ADb said.

ADb principal natural re-
sources and agriculture econ-
omist Takeshi Ueda said agri-
culture can contribute to the 
Kingdom’s economic growth 
and diversification if local 
small and medium-sized 
agribusinesses can improve 
their abilities to process high-

value agricultural products 
and market them domesti-
cally and overseas.

“Private investment in agri-
culture, along with better ac-
cess to credit and high-qual-
ity raw materials, will help 
Cambodian agribusinesses 
unleash their growth poten-
tial, create jobs and improve 
rural livelihoods,” he said.

With 76 per cent of Cambo-
dia’s population living in rural 
areas, agriculture accounted 
for 20.7 per cent of gross do-
mestic product (GDP) and 
31.2 per cent of total employ-
ment last year, he said.

ADb said the industry grew 
an average of 1.7 per cent an-
nually from 2010 to last year, 
but processed agro-based 
goods now account for just 
4.0 per cent of GDP, due to a 
lack of diverse, value-added 
products.

The Covid-19 pandemic 
has disrupted supply chains 
and has reduced incomes 
and market opportunities for 
farmers and agribusinesses, 
the manila-based lender said.

It said the project will en-
hance access to credit for the 
industries, which currently 
draw in some 10 per cent of 
total formal financing. The 
project will implement mu-

tually reinforcing financial 
schemes, including credit 
lines and guarantees.

Additionally, it will support 
initiatives to strengthen food 
safety and quality across the 

value chains for cassava, ca-
shew nuts, mangoes, vegeta-
bles and free-range poultry, 
which the ADb has flagged 
as the Kingdom’s key agricul-
tural products.

ADb said it will work with 
agricultural cooperatives to 
adopt good practices and 
upgrade food-safety testing 
laboratories to international 
accreditation.

Support for research and 
development of crop variet-
ies will help agricultural co-
operatives access high-yield, 
drought and disease-resistant 
seeds, it said. Infrastructure 
projects will revamp 110km 
of rural roads, helping con-
nect producers to markets.

It said the project will pilot a 
green financing mechanism, 
supported by a $5 million 
loan from the ASeAn Infra-
structure Fund. ADb will also 
manage a $25 million loan 
from French government 
agency Agence Francaise de 
Developpement and a $3 
million grant from the Japan 
Fund for Poverty reduction.

ADb said its efforts to eradi-
cate extreme poverty are part 
of an ongoing commitment 
to achieving an inclusive and 
sustainable prosperity in the 
Asia-Pacific region.

PPSP refutes Singapore 
group’s power allegations
May Kunmakara

CAmboDIA Securities exchange- 
(CSX-) listed Phnom Penh Special 
economic Zone Plc (PPSP) refuted 
Singapore-based Asiatic Group 
(Holdings) Ltd’s (AGH) allegations 
over breaching a power plant joint 
venture (Jv) agreement.

Asiatic Group’s wholly-owned Col-
ben System Pte Ltd and 95 per cent-
owned Colben energy Holdings 
(PPSeZ) Ltd (CeZH) on november 
19 started arbitration proceedings 
that were referred to the Singapore 
International Arbitration Centre.

In a statement earlier this month, 
managing director Tan boon Kheng 
of Singapore exchange Ltd’s Catal-
ist listed-Asiatic Group said the 
breach in the Jv agreement resulted 
in substantial changes in the power 
plant’s operational and business 
model that were detrimental to the 
interests of the project.

Tan said the claim represents Col-
ben’s and CeZH’s loss in value of 
their shareholding in Colben energy 
(Cambodia) PPSeZ Ltd (CeZ) – the 
Jv company with PPSP set up in 2006 
– as a result of the anticipated losses 
in the Jv company’s revenue.

AGH is seeking a minimum of 
$14.4 million relief from PPSP.

In a filing to the CSX on novem-
ber 27, PPSP affirmed its associate 
relationship with Asiatic Group 
and noted that CeZ was granted 
exclusive rights to distribute and 
generate electricity in Phnom Penh 
Special economic Zone (PPSeZ).

PPSP said it owns 23 per cent of 
CeZ while AGH owns 77 per cent of 
CeZ through Colben and CeZH.

AGH (through Colben and CeZH) 
alleges that PPSP instigated for revi-

sions to the electricity tariffs, which 
was in breach of the Jv agreement.

This resulted in a revision of tar-
iff rates applied in the zone by 
regulator electricity Authority of 
Cambodia (eAC) on June 30.

It allowed companies to opt for 
electricity supply from the national 
grid source without Asiatic Group’s 
power plant’s back-up feature.

AGH claims that it will suffer 
losses resulting from the eAC’s 
decision which PPSP is liable for.

PPSP fired back in the filing, say-
ing it will “take all necessary steps 
to vigorously defend against these 
baseless claims.

“The eAC is an independent regu-
latory body which has directed sev-
eral revisions of electricity tariffs in 
the past, consistent with [among 
others] Prakas no 40 dated 14 Janu-
ary 2020 issued by the ministry of 
mines and energy which requires 
the implementation of the Plan for 
reducing Pricing of selling electric-
ity to consumers and plan or reform-
ing Payment of electricity Prices of 
Consumers for 2020 and 2021.

“PPSP does not have any control 
over the eAC’s decision … [and is] 
presently considering its options 
and will keep shareholders fully 
informed on its next steps over the 
coming weeks, insofar as this is 
consistent with its obligations of 
confidentiality in relation to the 
arbitration.” 

In the third quarter of this year, 
the PPSP reported total revenue of 
10,228,877,000 riel ($2.5 million), 
up 19.53 per cent year-on-year, and 
net income to the tune of 
1,088,761,000 riel, up 134.86 per 
cent year-on-year, according to a 
financial report filed to the CSX.

ADB’s project will support initiatives to strengthen food safety and quality across the value chains for agricultural 
products such as cassava. HENG CHIVOAN



Business 
6 THE PHNOM PENH POST  november  30, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

US online sales surged on 
the traditional “black Friday” 
to set the country’s second-
highest one-day mark ever as 
virus-wary people across the 
country shunned in-person 
shopping, the Adobe software 
company reported on novem-
ber 28.

US consumers, staying 
home amid the coronavirus 
pandemic, spent $9 billion 
online on november 27, a 
21.6 per cent increase over the 
same day in 2019, Adobe said.

it said november 27’s sales 
were surpassed only by those 
of last year’s Cyber monday, 
the monday after black Friday, 
when the focus is on online 
sales.

notably, some 40 per cent 
of sales were conducted over 
smartphones, and many con-
sumers supported small busi-
nesses. Their sales jumped by 
545 per cent on november 27 
compared to the average day 
in october.

Adobe said 38 per cent of 
consumers said they planned 
to support smaller local busi-
nesses ahead of the year-end 
holidays.

This monday (november 
30), with the usual surge of Cy-
ber monday spending ampli-
fied by the Covid effect, ana-
lysts are predicting an all-time 
record.

Sales are expected to total 
from $10.8 billion to $12.7 bil-
lion, up by 15 to 35 per cent.

With more people work-
ing from home, demand has 
surged for bigger-ticket items 
such as computers and home 
fitness machines.

The national retail Fed-
eration – pointing to optimism 
over Covid-19 vaccines, a 
strong stock market and dis-
posable income that normally 
would have gone to travel or 
entertainment – projects a 2020 
jump of between 3.6 per cent 
and 5.2 per cent in overall holi-
day sales from last year. afp

US ‘black Friday’ online 
shopping hits $9 billion

US customers shop on Black Friday. afp

Worldbridge’s Sme cluster zone 
breaks ground in Takhmao town
Hin Pisei
 

W
orldbridge 
industrial de-
velopments Co 
ltd on novem-

ber 27 broke ground on its 
long-awaited Worldbridge 
i4.0 Sme Cluster zone in Kan-
dal province.

Speaking at the ceremony, 
Worldbridge group’s found-
ing chairman Sear rithy said 
the project was designed to 
bring together the Kingdom’s 
small and medium-sized en-
terprises (Smes) by optimising 
management of and providing 
assistance in interrelated and 
complementary competitive 
business processes.

“We are undertaking the proj-
ect to serve existing Smes at a 
suitable location and accelerate 
their production and produc-
tivity. We also want to attract 
Smes from abroad to connect 
with local ones,” he said.

The project is located along 
national road 21 on 6ha in 
rokar Khpos commune’s Koh 
Kor village in southeastern 
Takhmao town, the provincial 
capital.

This is across from the “Sat-
ellite Serei mongkul City” 
affordable housing project, 
which is under development 
by Worldbridge Homes Co 
ltd, another of Worldbridge 

group’s subsidiaries.
rithy said the project will re-

quire investment in the order 
of $28-30 million and will be 
expanded if the demand for 
Sme clustering dictates.

Slated to be completed in 
eight months, he said the Sme 
cluster park is divided into 
seven sections that include a 
general service centre, an in-
dustrial equipment support 
centre that is flexible and easy 
to engage with, infrastructure 
installations and a logistics 
service centre.

“by formally investing in 
standardised services and re-
liable infrastructure for Smes, 
the production line can re-
ally boost value-added, create 

human resources, save time, 
promote a mindset condu-
cive to innovative production, 
perk up quality and enhance 
cost-effective management,” 
rithy said.

At the event, minister of in-
dustry, Science, Technology 
and innovation Cham Prasidh 
said Smes must embrace the 
technologies associated with 
the fourth industrial revolution 
and integrate them into their 
production in the cluster park.

He said: “We’ve set up the in-
dustrial cluster park to support 
and orient Smes toward export-
ing goods to the world market.

“The industrial park is essen-
tial for them to churn out more 
exports and match market de-

mand, and if they lack capital, 
the government has the capac-
ity to lend via the state-owned 
financial institution Small and 
medium enterprise bank of 
Cambodia Plc [Sme bank]. 

“We are pulling out all the 
stops to motivate them to 
bring the latest technology 
into the industrial cluster park 
for production and exports to 
satisfy market demand.”

Federation of Associations 
for Small and medium enter-
prises of Cambodia (Fasmec) 
president Te Taingpor said 
Smes are vital engines of eco-
nomic development and that 
Sme cluster zones will pro-
vide them with the technol-
ogy they need at each step of 
production chain.

“The Sme cluster park will 
enable the sector to keep pace 
with those of neighbouring 
countries, as well as business-
es shaped by industry 4.0,” he 
said.

Through integration into 
the project, he said Smes will 
find it easier to formulate 
their technical standards in 
compliance with domestic 
and international markets.

“i strongly hope that the 
cluster park will furnish the 
Smes with sundry marketing 
and financial techniques, and 
i encourage more to flock in,” 
he said.

P2P lending marketplace launches
Thou Vireak

Peer-To-Peer (P2P) lending marketplace 
rai Capital (Cambodia) Co ltd on novem-
ber 26 announced its official launch in the 
Kingdom.

it said it is designed for micro-entrepre-
neurs and individuals to promote financial 
inclusion in the Kingdom and enable flexible 
local financing solutions for local business-
es and small and medium-sized enterprises 
(Smes), providing them with smoother 
access to credit and investment.

licensed and regulated by the Securities 
and exchange Commission of Cambodia 
(SeCC), rai Capital noted that it is a joint 
venture with Singapore-based goldbell 
Financial Services Pte ltd.

it said: “recognising the emerging gap 
in the lending market for proper and con-
venient access to financing in Cambodia, 
fintech veterans eddie lee Kee Phang, co-
founder and Ceo, and Alex Chua buan 
Pong, co-founder, founded rai Capital in 
2018.

“Accessible via a mobile app, the rai 
Capital platform eliminates the need for 
borrowers to travel long distances they 
previously had to, in order to obtain financ-
ing from the banks or financial institu-
tions.

“being a marketplace platform, rai Cap-
ital is able to onboard suitable investors 
around the region such as accredited or 
corporate investors and financial institu-
tions outside of Cambodia.”

Speaking at the launch, Ceo lee said: 
“We founded the company seeing the 
opportunity to plug into the financing gap 
in Cambodia.

“We noticed the lack of financial inclu-
sion due to the scarcity of financiers, a 
huge pool of Smes and micro Smes who 
are unable to tap the support offered by 
banks or financial institutions, as well as 
the physical barriers borrowers face when 
obtaining financing – having to take hours 

or up to a day to travel from rural areas to 
the city-state, just to spend a few more 
weeks waiting for the loan application to 
be approved.

“rai Capital was born out of seeing that 
struggle. over the years, Singapore has 
taken the lead in becoming the hub for 
innovative fintech technologies. We are 
playing our part to take fintech into ASeAn 
starting with Cambodia.”

micro, small and medium-sized enter-
prises (mSmes) account for 99 per cent of 
total businesses in the Kingdom, most of 
which are micro-enterprises with less than 
10 employees, rai Capital said citing 
UneSCAP.

While P2P lending and other alternatives 
to traditional financing are not entirely 
new notions in ASeAn, rai Capital noted 
that the Kingdom still has a gap to fill for 
such services, with 66 per cent of mSmes 
facing challenges in access to working 
capital, as reported by UneSCAP in 

“mSmes Access to Finance in Cambodia” 
on January 31, 2019.

one of the potential platform investors 
of rai Capital, Alicia lim, director of Cam-
bodia-based Himawari Hotel Apartments, 
said the firm is “setting out to build the 
modern-age, crowd-lending platform for 
small enterprises in Cambodia.

“We believe that the innovation will 
bring excitement to the local lending mar-
ket. With rai Capital leveraging on tech-
nology and reducing the geographical 
barrier, i believe many of our existing sup-
pliers will stand to gain from a platform 
like this,” she said.

rai Capital said it is currently in talks 
with local payment providers in the King-
dom and is seeking potential partners.

it was registered at the ministry of Com-
merce on August 30, 2019 and is based out 
of the exchange Square shopping centre 
in daun Penh district’s Wat Phnom com-
mune in the capital.

WorldBridge i4.0 SME Cluster zone is located on 6ha in southeastern 
Takhmao town. SUppLIED

Rai Capital (Cambodia) Co Ltd CEO Eddie Lee Kee Phang (left) shares a stage with top executives 
of the Kingdom’s leading banks. RaI CapITaL
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Increased patrols and tech-
nology will be deployed along 
France’s beaches under a new 
agreement between Paris and 
London aimed at stopping 
illegal migration across the 
channel.

a growing number of mi-
grants have tried to reach brit-
ain across the perilous and busy 
shipping lane in recent months, 
with four deaths recorded last 
year and seven so far this year.

The deal will see French pa-
trols doubled from december 
1, with drones and radar used 
to detect those attempting to 
cross, britain’s Home secretary 
Priti Patel said on november 28.

Welcoming the deal, Pa-
tel said it would help the two 
countries with their “shared 
mission to make channel cross-
ings completely unviable”.

The issue has been a source 
of tension, with britain ac-
cusing France of not doing 
enough to stop the crossings.

In september, French au-
thorities said they had in-
tercepted more than 1,300 
people trying to reach britain, 
including a handful who had 
attempted to swim the 30-odd 
kilometres across the channel.

around 6,200 attempted the 
crossing between January 1 
and the end of august, with in-
flatable boats, paddleboards, 
kayaks or even lifejackets to 
keep them afloat. AFP

more than 120 Libyan depu-
ties pledged on november 28 
in morocco to “end the divi-
sions” that undermine their 
country, starting by conven-
ing the elected parliament as 
soon as they return home.

The House of represen-
tatives has not met for two 
years, and Libya has been 
wracked by violence and 
chaos since the toppling and 
killing of dictator muammar 
Gaddafi in 2011.

Two rival administrations 
have been vying for control of 
the country – the Un-recogn-
ised Government of national 
accord and an eastern ad-
ministration backed by part 
of the elected parliament.

The latter is deeply divided, 
with sessions taking place in 
parallel in the east and west.

at the end of five days of 
talks in Tangier, morocco, 123 
of the parliament’s 180 mem-
bers pledged on november 28 
to put an end to “hate speech” 
and “divisions” that under-
mine Libyan institutions.

They vowed to hold “par-
liamentary elections and to 

complete the transition as 
soon as possible”, and that 
all members of the House of 
representatives would meet 
in session “as soon as they re-
turn” to Libya.

The session will take place 
in Ghadames, a desert oa-
sis near Libya’s borders with 
both algeria and Tunisia.

Ghadames is considered 
to be far from the centres of 
power.

“Having 123 deputies at the 
same table is in itself a suc-
cess,” moroccan foreign min-
ister nasser bourita said.

“Libya needs a House of 
representatives that plays its 
role . . . The next meeting in 
Libya will have a great impact 
on political dialogue,” he said.

The talks come at a time 
of increasing moves to break 
the deadlock in the country, 
which has africa’s biggest oil 
reserves.

In mid-november, a Un-
sponsored political dialogue 
forum in Tunis agreed to hold 
elections on december 24, 
2021, but not on who will lead 
the transition. AFP

UK, France 
to reduce 
migrant 
crossings

over 120 Libyan deputies 
pledge to end divisions

Iran accuses Israel of killing scientist

Trump loses election court challenge

I
ran’s president on 
november 28 accused 
arch-foe Israel of acting 
as a Us “mercenary” and 

seeking to create chaos, vow-
ing Tehran would avenge the 
assassination of a top Iranian 
nuclear scientist.

The Islamic republic’s su-
preme leader ayatollah ali 
Khamenei called for the per-
petrators to be punished, while 
President Hassan rouhani 
stressed the country would seek 
its revenge in “due time” and 
not be rushed into a “trap”.

mohsen Fakhrizadeh, 
dubbed by Israel as the “fa-
ther” of Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme, died on novem-
ber 27 after being seriously 
wounded when assailants tar-
geted his car and engaged in a 
gunfight with his bodyguards 
outside Tehran, according to 
Iran’s defence ministry.

The assassination comes 
less than two months before 
Us President-elect Joe biden 
is due to take office, after 
a tumultuous four years of 
hawkish foreign policy in the 
middle east under President 
donald Trump.

“They are thinking of cre-
ating chaos, but they should 
know that we have read their 
hands and they will not suc-
ceed,” rouhani said.

He pinned the blame for the 
killing on “the wicked hands 
of the global arrogance, with 
the usurper Zionist regime as 
the mercenary”.

Iran generally uses the term 
“global arrogance” to refer to 
the Us.

students vented their an-
ger by calling for revenge and 
burning Us and Israeli flags 
outside Iran’s foreign ministry 
in Tehran, as well as pictures 
of Trump and biden.

Trump unilaterally with-
drew in 2018 from a mul-
tilateral nuclear deal with 
the Islamic republic, which 
sought to contain its atomic 
ambitions, and has re-im-
posed crippling sanctions. 
but biden has signalled his 
administration may be pre-
pared to rejoin the accord.

The Iranian president add-
ed: “This barbaric assassina-
tion shows that our enemies 
are in stressful weeks, during 
which they feel . . . their pres-
sure declining, the global sit-
uation changing.

“The nation of Iran is smart-
er than to fall in the trap of the 
conspiracy set by the Zionists.”

The Us slapped sanctions 
on Fakhrizadeh in 2008 for 
“activities and transactions 
that contributed to the devel-
opment of Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme”, and Israeli Prime 

minister benjamin netanya-
hu once described him as the 
father of Iran’s nuclear weap-
ons programme.

Iran has repeatedly denied 
seeking to develop nuclear 
weapons.

The New York Times said a Us 
official and two other intelli-
gence officials confirmed Israel 
was behind the attack, without 
giving further details.

“Iran’s enemies should 
know, that the people of Iran 
and officials are braver than 
to leave this criminal act un-

answered,” rouhani said.
“In due time, they will an-

swer for this crime.”
Khamenei called for “punish-

ing the perpetrators and those 
responsible”, in a short state-
ment on his official website, 
urging that Fakhrizadeh’s “sci-
entific and technical efforts . . . 
in all of the fields he was work-
ing in” should be continued.

Former cIa director John 
brennan warned the assassi-
nation risked sparking a wid-
er conflagration in the middle 
east. AFP

THe Us state of Pennsylvania’s supreme 
court dismissed another legal challenge 
to the election by supporters of President 
donald Trump on november 28, further 
reducing his already near-impossible 
odds of overturning the results.

a republican lawsuit had sought to 
invalidate mail-in ballots in the battle-
ground state that President-elect Joe 
biden won by about 81,000 votes – or to 
throw out all votes and allow the state’s 
legislature to decide the winner.

The court dismissed both claims in a 
unanimous decision, calling the second 
one an “extraordinary proposition that 
the court disenfranchise all 6.9 million 
Pennsylvanians who voted in the gen-
eral election”.

The lawsuit argued that a Pennsylvania 
law from 2019 allowing universal mail-in 
voting was unconstitutional.

The judges said their november 21 
challenge to the law was filed too late, 
coming more than a year after it was en-
acted and with the election results “be-
coming seemingly apparent”.

Pennsylvania officially certified biden’s 
victory there on november 24. The law-
suit had also sought to stop certification.

november 28’s decision follows a long 
line of similar ones, including a ruling 
the day before in which a federal appeals 
court flatly dismissed Trump’s claim that 
the election was unfair and refused to 
freeze biden’s win in Pennsylvania.

Trump has refused to give up on his 
claims of fraud in the november 3 elec-
tion despite his repeated court defeats, 
tweeting bizarre conspiracy theories and 
vowing to continue his legal fight.

on november 26, he said for the first 
time that he would leave the White House 
if biden is officially confirmed the winner 
by the electoral college on december 14.

but on november 27, he tweeted that 

“biden can only enter the White House 
as president if he can prove that his ri-
diculous ‘80,000,000 votes’ were not 
fraudulently or illegally obtained”.

biden, who is to be sworn in on Janu-
ary 20, won 306 votes in the electoral 
college to Trump’s 232.

The president-elect has said that Us 
citizens “won’t stand” for attempts to 
derail the vote outcome. AFP

Reporters take pictures of students of Iran’s Basij paramilitary force lifting placards during a rally in front of the foreign ministry in Tehran on 
Saturday to protest the killing of prominent nuclear scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh a day earlier near the capital. AFP

US President Donald Trump speaks to reporters after participating in a Thanksgiving teleconference 
with members of the United States Military, at the White House in Washington, DC, on Thursday. AFP
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A
S 2020 comes to a close, it is 
worth discussing the great 
potential in the next decade 
for intra-regional trade with-

in the Asia-Pacific region. In particu-
lar, the regional Comprehensive eco-
nomic Partnership (rCeP), ASeAn 
and the South Asian Association for 
regional Cooperation (SAArC) have 
provided the foundation for greater 
economic integration and intercon-
nectivity between Asian economies. 
Integration into the world economy 
has proven a powerful means for 
countries to develop and prosper. 
Thus, the development of an Asia-Pa-
cific economic Union can be envi-
sioned for the next decade. 

Key driver of economic integration
For the short to medium term 

future, international trade will be 
largely driven by a few regional eco-
nomic giants.  These nations will pro-
vide greater economic activity for 
other countries, located in Asia, 
which are part of the global supply 
chain. Specifically, greater linkage of 
major players in the region will see a 
beneficial increase in trade of smaller 
nations. relatively smaller economy 
in this region will gain immensely 
through a greater economic union 
within Asia and can develop into a 
regional centre for trade and invest-
ment. Its strategic location within the 
Asia-Pacific region provides great 
access to over 40 per cent of global 
trade and over 2.5 billion consumers. 

Integration for small island nations
With US elections symbolising a 

greater societal and political amalgama-
tion of national powers, greater trade 
through global and regional policy 
reforms are becoming more prevalent. 
The recent signing of rCeP gives greater 
access to the largest economies in Asia. 
Along with India’s strong presence with 
ASeAn, greater integration of Asian 
nations will benefit  from small nations 
which is well-placed on global shipping 
lines linking the world. In addition, 
India’s Act east Asian foreign policy 
along with its neighbourhood First pol-
icy will strengthen the  trade policies 
with ASeAn and rCeP member 
nations. Similarly, members of ASeAn 
will see Sri Lanka as a launching pad 
into South Asia and make use of 
increasing SAArC cooperation. 

RCEP, ASEAN and SAARC: the makings 
of an Asia-Pacific economic union

The greater connectivity through 
trade and investment, as a result of 

these multilateral agreements, may 
pave the way for a grouping of Asian 
countries similar to that of the eU. In 
this respect, greater interdependence 
between the larger and smaller 
nations within and outside of these 
regional blocs will provide the impe-
tus for policy reforms. However, 
mutual gains are required for there to 
be a sustainable and enduring merg-
er. It is important to ensure that 
increasing trade among all member 
nations does not come at the expense 
of national sovereignty. 

An Asia-Pacific visa-free zone
one of the drivers for increased 

trade and interconnectivity in the 
Asia-Pacific economic zone will be the 
increased numbers of people moving 
among the regional blocs. Although 

there are currently visa-free agree-
ments within ASeAn and SAArC, 
future challenges will come about 
from providing more unrestricted 
movement within the broader Asia-
Pacific zone. moreover, future effec-
tive regional migration policy needs to 
avoid the amplification of stark differ-
ences in purchasing power as well as 
real wages between countries at vari-
ous development stages. In a nutshell, 
movement of labour ought to be 
based on medium to high skill labour 
rather than low skilled labour to miti-
gate a large number of issues.

Furthermore, economic integra-
tion that incorporates visa-free 
work and travel rights requires 
greater homogenisation of national 
policies to create synergies between 
member nations of a future Asia-Pa-
cific economic Union. Further, this 
may well allow for relatively open 
border-protection policies while 
safeguarding national sovereignty. 
Thus, a visa-free policy in Asia with-
out adequate planning and policy 
reforms will fail to address growing 
concerns. Therefore, policy makers 
are required to consider developing 
equitable outcomes both at home 
and abroad. 

Union of free trade and protectionism
The propagation of Free Trade 

Agreements in the 21st century has 

necessitated a fundamental reconcil-
iation between economic liberalisa-
tion and protectionism, in order to 
develop a sustainable framework for 
an Asia-Pacific regional order. 

In the trade realm, the combined 
effort by the three regional blocs – 
ASeAn, SAArC and rCeP – has 
imposed the removal in full or in part 
of tariffs and other trade barriers. 
While this has provided countries 
with opportunities to become logistic 
hubs, individual nations within an 
envisaged Asia-Pacific economic 
Union have to work out suitable poli-

cies to protect valuable import and 
export interests. but the challenge is 
bringing the different sub-regions 
under one regional umbrella agree-
ment with vastly different interests. 
In this respect, safeguarding national 
interests in certain industries 
requires policy makers to undertake 
problem-solving with a strong focus 
on collaboration. 

Developing nations have a lot to 
gain from increased trade and con-
nectivity throughout the region. 
Greater speed of development and 
access to capital will elevate the live-
lihood and economic opportunities 
available to its populace. 

In the monetary realm, the venera-
tion of free trade and privatisation of 
trade and investment will be unjusti-
fiable if it fails to benefit participating 
countries. In this respect, monetary 
and fiscal policy with a focus on Asia-
Pacific intra-regional support is more 
likely to provide genuine long-term 
gains and greater diversity in terms 
for borrowing nations. For, greater 
monetary support from regional 
partners will not displace post-WWII 
foundational monetary frameworks, 
but significantly reinforce the global 
rules-based order. 

In practical terms, greater region-
al integration in the form of an Asia-
Pacific economic Union will not be 
beneficial if it weakens capabilities 
of member nations to control their 
monetary supply. nevertheless, 
greater regional cooperation may 
well serve to protect the value of 
national currencies from extra-re-
gional forces. Therefore, this con-
flict between regional and global 
monetary powers may well lead to 
the Asia-Pacific becoming another 
eU, albeit in a more loosely defined 
form. 

A more collective and integrated 
world order is coming into being. 
This will benefit small nations in the 
next decade. Greater economic inte-
gration and interconnectivity has 
seen greater free trade within the 
whole region, albeit without a for-
malisation of a Free Trade Agreement 
for the whole of Asia. Still, recent 
moves by the regional blocs has 
made an Asia-Pacific economic 
Union an achievable goal. 

opinion
Srimal Fernando and Justin Chua

Envisioning an Asia-Pacific  
economic union in the next decade 

Representatives of signatory countries are pictured on screen during the signing ceremony 
for the RCEP trade pact at the virtual ASEAN summit on November 15. afp

Dr Srimal Fernando is a recipient of the prestigious 
OP Jindal Doctoral Fellowship and the SAU 
Scholarship under the SAARC umbrella. He is the 
author of upcoming book Politics, Economics and 
Connectivity: In Search of South Asian Union.

Justin Chua is an Australian Lawyer with a 
particular focus on commercial and immigration 
law. As a foreign policy analyst who is based in 
Melbourne, Australia, he has a keen interest in 
international relations in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Greater regional cooperation 
may well serve to protect the 
value of national currencies 
from extra-regional forces
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Optimism is return-
ing to the education 
sector after all the 
despondency envel-

oping the economy – there 
are reasons to be upbeat with 
learners and educators back in 
school.    

the phnom penh post’s 
year-end education supple-

ment features stories on how 
private schools are embracing 
a new normal in the Covid-19 
reality to provide seamless 
education. 

With most key sectors 
– from tourism, retail and 
entertainment to manufactur-
ing and airlines – coming to a 
sudden halt after the outbreak, 

the Kingdom’s educational 
institutions managed to avert 
a learning crisis by continu-
ing to deliver lessons to their 
students.  

in the educational space, 
schools and universities, along 
with other higher learning 
institutions, were temporarily 
shuttered for months to avoid 
close contact among students 
to reduce the risk of infection.  

Both public and private 
educational institutions across 
the Kingdom were closed in 
mid-march due to measures 
to combat the outbreak, with 
selected schools with the 
requisite facilities who best 
adhered to the government’s 
strict guidelines allowed to 
reopen in staggered phases 
from early september.

the singapore (Cambo-
dia) international Academy, 
the Australian international 
school of phnom penh 

(Aispp) and Westview Cam-
bodian international school 
diligently introduced measures 
by the ministry of Education, 
Youth and sport to ensure 
students could study in a safe 
environment to be among the 
first 20 allowed to open their 
doors again. 

the ministry along with 
other stakeholders worked 
tirelessly to quickly design 
policies and regulations to 
meet the challenges posed by 
the Covid-19 pandemic.   

A catalogue of measures – 
including physical distancing 
between students, checking 

body temperature, regular 
hand sanitising, the compulso-
ry wearing of face masks and 
the introduction of e-learning 
infrastructures – were put in 
place effectively. 

these workable efforts 
allowed students to return to 
their classrooms, while teach-
ers continued their vocation 
with parents reassured.

the education sector is a 
pillar of the economy with its 
contribution to human capital 
development, which in turn 
is vital for economic progress 
and nation building. Learning 
has to go on. 

Reopening schools is a sig-
nificant step as it instils confi-
dence in the education system 
and reflects the resilience of 
the sector. 

But unlocking schools is 
only half the story. 

As we move into 2021, all 
the mandatory safety regula-
tions must be maintained at 
all times and at all cost. We 
face a challenge that requires 
the continued concerted and 
committed efforts of all those 
involved in the education 
industry, with the welfare of 
students more than ever at the 
top of the school agenda. 
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Measures including the compulsory wearing of face masks have been put in place. hean rangsey

Physical distancing measures are in place. hean rangsey

thE phnom penh-
based CamEd Business 
school has become a 
strong brand name in 

the financial industry, thanks 
to its skilled graduates who 
continue to break barriers 
and contribute to the grow-
ing corporate sector and the 
Kingdom’s economy. 

Quality and dedicated 
lecturers, globally recognised 
curricula, partnerships with 
international examination 
bodies and equipping students 
with additional soft skills – 
makes the 20-year-old institu-
tion a premier training centre 
in the country. 

CamEd’s finance, account-
ing and auditing graduates 
are highly sought after by 
employers for their sharp skills 
in their respective areas.

“i can say that from 2019 to 
2020, the employment rate of 

our graduates was 98 per cent. 
“the strength of our school 

is that it is recognisd by em-
ployers because our students 
are capable and quick to adapt 
in the workplace, while it is 
not difficult to further train 
them in technical skills and 
they have deep knowledge of 

accounting standards,” said 
CamEd senior vice president 
sam sokuntheary.

Cambodia needs qual-
ity financial and accounting 
professionals to propel its fast-
paced financial sector. 

the capital market, banks, 
microfinance institutions and  

small and medium-sized enter-
prises will continue to expand 
as more companies and busi-
nesses enter the market.

professionals are needed to 
prepare payroll, process taxa-
tion, prepare financial state-
ments and audit accounts.   

 For nearly two decades, 
CamEd has produced top 
notch accountants and other 
financial professionals.  

And the corporate sector 
– with its lucrative salary 
packages and work environ-
ments – continues to woo 
fresh graduates.  

“the number of Grade 12 
students applying to pursue 
higher education at CamEd 
has increased year-by-year 
because the school offers at-
tractive programmes.

“CamEd offers international 
standard curricula, with four-
year graduates earning two de-

grees at the same time – Bach-
elor of Accounting and Finance 
(honours) and the Certified Ac-
counting technician qualifica-
tion, which is recognised by the 
London-based Association of 
Chartered Certified Accountants 
[ACCA],” she said.

CamEd’s teaching staff, 
mostly consisting of foreign-
ers, are all exceptionally quali-
fied and go through a rigorous 
selection process before they 
are hired. 

“Both Cambodian and 
foreign teachers, even if they 
have phDs, need to sit for a test 
because sometimes they have the 
qualifications but lack teaching 
abilities. And if a professor is an 
accountant, we do not allow him 
to teach finance,” she added. 

CamEd is also accredited 
by ACCA, which is the largest 
professional accounting and 
auditing body in the world. 

in addition, it is also a 
member of the Asean University 
Network, which gives graduates 
ample opportunities to further 
their education in universities 
across the region. 

Academic qualifications are 
not the only emphasis at CamEd.   
students also have the chance 
to improve their soft skills and 
prepare for the workforce for 
when they graduate.

“teamwork activities include 
camping, as well as charity and 
cultural events. We also organ-
ise annual trips and study tours, 
both in Cambodia and abroad 
to encourage students to make 
friends, achieve their personal 
goals and enhance their experi-
ences and leadership qualities,” 
said sokuntheary. 

CamEd has also set up a 
career counselling section to as-
sist third year students find jobs 
after graduating. 

Master accounting, finance skills at CamEd 

Students keep 
learning with 
uninterrupted 
education 

CamEd Business School senior vice-president Sam Sokuntheary.   



WEstviEW Cam-
bodian interna-
tional school’s 
dedication to 

excellence sees the institution 
continuing to expand – with 
a new building to open next 
year – while its commitment to 
ensuring the highest standards 
meant it was to among the 
first 20 schools allowed to 
reopen following the Covid-19 
shutdown.

the school offers interna-
tional education from Grade 
7-12 “based on current best 
teaching practices”, with “a 
focus not only on academic 
excellence, but also the essential 
skills necessary to succeed in 
life, including growth mindset, 
resilience and perseverance”. 

its chairman Ly virak said 
Westview strives to bring the 
highest-quality Us-standard 
based curriculum to prepare stu-
dents to be socially committed 
and highly responsible leaders 
who are successful citizens at 
the regional and global levels.

“We offer quality secondary 
education as the great extension 
to [sister school] the Learning 
Jungle international school, 
which offers education from 
preschool to elementary. 

“Westview Cambodian inter-
national school offers interna-
tional secondary programme 
built from the world-renowned 
standards of education, Ameri-
can Common Core standards 
and the Khmer language, his-
tory and culture into one unique 
curriculum from Grades 7 to 12.

“Our mission is to educate 
Cambodian youth to be confi-
dent and equipped with global 
competencies, while embracing 
their Cambodian identity, cul-
ture and values,” virak said. 

Westview opened mid-2019 – 
with a ceremony presided over 
by hE Dr hang Chuon Naron, 
the minister of Education, Youth 
and sports – and has already 
outgrown its original facilities.

“We are currently construct-
ing a new school building 
adjacent to the current school, 
scheduled to be completed 
before August next year. this 
new building will comprise 
classrooms, a sports centre, a 
library and many other impor-
tant facilities, and be equipped 
with the latest technology,” 
virak said.

the standard of its spa-
cious, modern campus and the 
school’s strict adherence to 
the highest levels of hygiene 
and the safety of its students 
instilled such confidence that 
Westview was among the first 
20 schools allowed by the 
ministry of Education to reopen 
in August.  

virak stated proudly: “the 
ministry and parents have 
confidence in us because our 
operations are diligent. During 
the schools closure, our online 
learning – with the high teach-
ing standards and modern tech-
nology we use – was among the 
first to receive recognition from 
the ministry. 

“Our Western and local 
teachers are certified in their 
subject of teaching. We have 
dedicated qualified supporting 
staff and academic team who 

are passionate and committed to 
providing personalised support 
and care services to each indi-
vidual student to achieve their 
full potential. 

“We operate under the health 
and safety procedures, approved 
by the ministry of Education, 
Youth and sport, since the first 
phase of reopening. to further 
guarantee safety, we do not 
allow outsiders – even parents 
– to enter our premises, for 
example.

“When the government al-
lowed certain schools meet-
ing the highest standards for 
reopening in the first phase in 
August, we – Westview Cambo-

dian international school and 
the Learning Jungle interna-
tional school – were among the 
first 20 schools in Cambodia to 
receive permission to reopen.” 

Westview’s firm embrace 
of the integration of the latest 
technology in its curriculum 
before Covid-19 also helped it 
successfully transition to the 
online learning brought about 
by the outbreak, he added. 

“Before Covid-19, our 
students were already used 
to blended learning by using 
the school online resources to 
complete their class work and 
projects.

“We purchased new laptops 
and installed reliable internet 
in everyone’s homes, including 
international and local teachers, 
and administration team, in 
case staff need to work from 
home. 

“Our online learning con-
sisted of many live teaching 
sessions via Zoom, about four to 
five sessions of 45 minutes per 
day. We purchased new online 
learning resources, adding to 
our programme to make it more 
interactive and engaging for our 
students ranging from licensed 
math and science educational 
activities and interactive read-
ing and writing platforms to al-
low students to learn the subject 

content while having fun. 
“in addition – what sets us 

apart from other schools – we 
have academic and front office 
teams who work together even 
outside of their regular working 
hours via a one-on-one tele-
gram groups with every single 
student and parent to support 
them from technical issues to 
explaining lessons and motivate 
students to adjust to the new 
way of online learning and 
become independent learners. 
this is what has made our on-
line programme so successful,” 
virak said.

the school states it was 
founded with the intention of 
reshaping the youth of Cam-
bodia by providing a unique 
educational journey, which 
combines the best of both West-
ern and Cambodian cultures 
in order to push students to 
achieve and surpass even the 
highest international standards 
of education. 

And Westview’s compre-
hensive curriculum reflects 
this. Khmer language and 
the American Common Core 
standards – English Language 
Arts; mathematics; science; iCt; 

World history and Geography; 
health, Fitness and Wellness; 
and Fine Arts – are taught, with 
an option for Chinese as well.

With a focus on stEm (sci-
ence, technology, engineering 
and mathematics), Khmer so-
cial studies and extra-curricu-
lar activities, Westview strives 
to “equip students with the 
global knowledge and skills 
necessary to prepare them 
to be independent, lifelong 
learners, creative individu-
als, positive contributors and 
responsible, global thinkers, all 
while allowing them to retain 
the values that make them 
proud and productive Cambo-
dian citizens”.

“We aim to prepare our stu-
dents for the challenges of the 
current changing world. We 
seek to nurture their entrepre-
neurial spirit and develop their 
skills and abilities for creative 
thinking and problem solving 
for future learning and career 
placement. 

“together with parents and 
students, we are united in 
creating a caring, safe and 
nurturing environment in 
which every student has equal 
opportunities to further devel-
op their talents and interests 
to reach their full potential,” 
virak said. 
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Westview fuses best of Cambodia 
and West to offer top-class learning

Westview Cambodian International School is expanding, with a new building under construction. supplied

The school offers a ‘unique’ and comprehensive curriculum. supplied Westview has a focus on STEM. supplied

”
We are united in 
creating a caring 
environment in  
which every 
student has equal 
opportunities to reach 
their full potential
Ly VIrak / chairman Westview chairman Ly Virak. 
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SchoolS around the 
globe are challenged 
in bringing actual 
teaching to their stu-

dents online, and all of this 
since March and the onslaught 
of the covid-19 pandemic. 

Through careful planning 
and preparation, the Aus-
tralian International School 
Phnom Penh (AISPP) had 
systems in place to address 
this educational dilemma, 
even before the government 
was forced to close school 
campuses, its head of school 
states. 

“closing the schools here in 
cambodia was in keeping with 
educational regulations around 
the world, but the advances  
in technology were already 
here to support our teachers 
and our students to continue 
their learning.

“It is not nearly as engag-
ing for most students to have 
to learn online from behind a 
screen, separated from their 
friends and teacher, but for 
others it is advantageous. 

“Students who may be 
quiet while sitting in class 
all together with their peers 
seem to feel safer to speak up 
when online. Students who are 
more tech savvy than ‘paper 
and pencil-skilled’ may react 
differently to the classroom 
shifting into ‘their’ realm of 
technology. 

“There are many different 
levels of teaching and learn-
ing, and we are all getting 
better at them together. our 

students remain eager to learn, 
and our teachers keep trying 
new things to make the online 
experience more fun and 
engaging for the children,” 
said head  of school Betsy 
hanselmann.

one issue that parents have 
brought to attention, she noted, 
is the amount of time their 
child spends on their computer. 

“We realise how challeng-
ing it is for some parents to 
get their children to focus on 
actual learning when using 
their computer, as opposed to 
chatting with friends, playing 
games and distracting them-
selves from the learning with 
movies. 

“It may make it easier to 

remember that the tech items 
that we all use are rather ad-
dictive by nature. We want to 
use our phones all the time, 
just as students want to use 
their tech equipment. 

“We suggest that it is easier 
to monitor the actual use and 
actual learning and interaction 
with school work if the student 
sits in an area of the home 
where the parents can see what 
is on the screen. once they are 
alone in their bedroom, most 
young people succumb to the 
‘fun’ on their computer and 
not necessarily focus on their 
learning,” hanselmann said. 

She added that the Aus-
tralian curriculum is a very 
conscious choice for AISPP, as 

it is a solid, well designed cur-
riculum focusing on the learner 
in the centre. 

“The Australian curriculum 
puts curiosity and inquiry 
into every lesson and class-
room, which is a solid fit to 
match with the International 
Baccalaureate [IB] programme 
frameworks. The Australian 
curriculum is what we teach, 
and the IB is how we teach it.

“AISPP is proud to announce 
our third IB programme, the 
Middle Years Programme 
[MYP], having earned authori-
sation in october 2020. 

“The process included a vir-
tual visit from the MYP Team, 
lots of preparation work from 
our teaching team and the 

administration who are closely 
tied to the MYP, and of course 
the students and parents. 

“No school programme  
can be considered a good  
one without the children  
and their learning and input,” 
hanselmann said.

AISPP is a proud member 
of the Australian International 
School Association (AISA), 
and a global partner with Aus-
tralian Independent Schools 
New South Wales. 

It offers programmes for 
children aged two years old 
through to Grade 12. 

For more information about 
AISPP, visit: www.aispp.edu.
kh; or email: info@aispp.
edu.kh. 

education in the time of Covid: 
AISPP masters virtual classroom

The Australian Curriculum ‘puts curiosity and inquiry into every lesson and classroom’. 

AISPP teaches the Australian Curriculum through the International Baccalaureate programme. 

”
Our teachers keep 
trying new things 
to make the online 
experience more  
fun and engaging  
for the children

BeTSy HAnSelmAnn / AISPP 
heAd  Of SchOOl
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A cleAr set of desired 
student outcomes, 
supported by a robust 
curriculum and rigor-

ous assessment, is the bedrock of 
a good education system. 

But the heart and soul of a 
great education system are its 
teachers. 

Teachers bring the knowledge 
in textbooks to life through their 
engaging lessons. They care 
for and encourage every child. 
Teachers inspire students to 
overcome challenges in order to 
achieve their full potential. 

Much research goes into 
analysing the key features of 
successful education systems 
around the world. consistently, it 
is found that an important factor 
lies in the calibre of teachers. 

For most countries that 
have topped the charts in the 
oecD’s Programme for Interna-
tional Student Assessment (PISA) 

Study, such as Singapore and 
Finland, teaching is an attractive 
and respected profession with 
good career progression and 
leadership opportunities. 

Teachers in Singapore are 
selected from the top 30 per cent 
of each group to ensure they 
have a strong academic founda-
tion and content mastery of the 
subjects they are teaching. 

As well as pre-service train-
ing, teachers engage in continual 
professional development to 
hone their pedagogical skills and 
to reinforce the shared ethos of 
the teaching profession. 

Another success factor in 
Singapore’s education system 
is forward planning. To ensure 
that each generation of students 
is adequately prepared for the 
future, schools in Singapore have 
evolved through several phases – 
from a survival-driven industri-
alisation phase in the 1960s to 

the current values-driven and 
student-centric one. 

Yet, with each transition, 
some timeless wisdom holds 
true – a competent and com-
mitted teaching fraternity is 
able to adapt nimbly and lead 
students on the right path. More 
than intellectual knowledge, this 
requires teachers with a strong 
sense of duty and purpose. 

The late first prime minister 
of Singapore lee Kuan Yew 
said it in 1966 in an address to 
school principals: “No teacher 
can really perform his duty 
unless he feels he is doing 
something worthwhile. 

“every teacher in the class-
room must feel for and with his 
[pupils]. Unless he does that, the 
teacher cannot give the pupil 
something.” 

This belief that teachers play 
a pivotal role in the success of 
schools guides the recruitment, 
appraisal and training of academ-
ic staff at Singapore cambodia 
International Academy (ScIA). 
The school’s vision is to “inspire 
leaders for the global age”. 

To nurture leaders, teachers 
must themselves be role models 
of leadership, and ScIA actively 
seeks out teachers who care 
deeply about the holistic devel-
opment of every child. 

Beyond grades, teachers 
must champion the character 
development of their students, 
inculcating the right values and 
a passion to serve. 

Teachers are at the heart of a world-class 
education system: Lessons from Singapore 

monday, november 30, 2020 | www.phnompenhpost.com/education

Teachers play a pivotal role in the success of schools.   SCIA actively seeks out teachers who care deeply about the holistic development of every child.   
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Learning needs to be fun, but now more than ever it must be safe. Measures such as social distancing and the wearing of face masks and shields, as well as regular hand washing and temperature 
monitoring, and the introduction of e-learning infrastructures, have been introduced in schools to ensure the welfare of students. Designed to keep Covid-19 away, students can learn with peace of mind.

Ph
ot

o
s 

h
ea

n
 R

a
n

gs
ey

Safe learning is order of the day!



What is the secondary market? 
Investors who have acquired  

securities in the primary market  
hold the right to put them up for  
resale in the secondary market. 

The secondary market is for  
trading securities among investors  
or between an investor (seller) and  
other investors (buyers) through a  
securities firm. 

Once trading is executed, the  
investor (buyer) holds securities and 
becomes a new shareholder, while the 
other investors (sellers) receive cash  
representing the transfer of ownership. 

The money from the trading activity in 
the secondary market goes directly to the 
shareholder or the investor who sells their 
securities, not to the issuer. This means 
the issuer does not gain any direct benefit 
from the trading in the secondary market. 

The secondary market is akin to an 
auction in which the trading of securities 
is done through the stock exchange in 
Cambodia, which is the Cambodia Secu-
rities Exchange (CSX). 

The CSX was established by a joint-
venture agreement between the Royal 
Government of Cambodia, represented 
by the Ministry of Economics and  

Finance (MEF), and the Korea  
Exchange (KRX).  

In order to get into the securities  
market through investment in and/or  
the buying or selling of securities,  
the first step is for an  investor to  
apply for an investor ID, which can 
be done online via the SECC website – 
id.secc.gov.kh – or through a securities 
firm licensed by the SECC. 

After receiving their investor ID,  
the investor can open a trading account 
directly with a licensed securities firm. 
The investor can then create an account 
with a settlement agent recognised by 
the SECC. 

After completing these steps,  
investors are then able to deposit  
money for investing or buying  
securities from an issuer in the  
primary market – when there is  
new initial public offering (IPO) –  
and the secondary market. 

Prepared by: The Securities and 
Exchange Commission of Cambodia,
Securities Market Supervision 
Department.
E-mail: marketsup@secc.gov.kh
Phone: 023 885611

What is the primary market? 
The primary market refers to the 

place where securities are traded 
between investors and issuers. 

A company, with assistance 
from a securities firm, can mobilise 
funds or get additional financing 
for investment or business expan-
sion through a public offering. 

This means that in order for 
investors (buyers) to buy securities 
in the primary market, they have 
to buy securities directly from the 
issuer during the book building 
(survey of share price) process,  
and subscribe or register to  
purchase securities. 

Cash flow in the primary market 
moves from the investors to the is-
suer, and they become shareholders 
of that issuer.

The main differences between 
primary and secondary markets

Monday, noveMBeR 30, 2020  www.phnoMpenhpost.coM

Purchasing securities in the primary market

Buying and selling securities in the secondary market

Summary of the differences between primary and secondary markets

Basis Primary Market Secondary Market

Securities Only new securities are subscribed Existing securities are traded on the market (CSX)

Trading Between investor and issuer Between investor and investor via a securities firm

Cash flow From investor to issuer From investor to investor

Purpose Issuer raises funds in order to fulfil long-term capital  
requirements, such as expanding business operations

Investors are able to generate capital gains or receive  
dividends

To become a shareholder  
in a company or to  
invest in the securities 
market, investors can 
access the two main 
markets – the primary  
and secondary markets.
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Locals flock to 
ceramics hub 
for traditional 
Khmer artwork
Hun Sopheara

D
oTTeD with amaz-
ing ancient tem-
ples, the sacred 
land of Angkor in 

Siem reap province has a lot 
more cultural experiences to 
offer travellers. 

one of them is the educa-
tional and entertaining pottery 
class by Khmer Ceramics Cen-
tre. A popular stop for interna-
tional travellers, it has increas-
ingly attracted local tourists to 
learn pottery and take home 
their final work as souvenirs.

“because of the pandemic, 
we have unfortunately experi-
enced a sharp drop in the num-
ber of daily foreign visitors.

“Luckily, we have many 
Cambodian supporters and 
visitors now. And surprisingly 
we have had more local visi-
tors in the last six months,” 
says nhoeb Panha, a produc-
tion manager at the centre.

Panha’s work involves plan-
ning and organising the entire 
production process – from the 
first step to the final product. 
And he echoes founder Serge 
rega’s mission to contribute 
to economic and social devel-
opment in the province.

“by practising such arts, we are 
ensuring the revival and survival 
of traditional Cambodian stone-
ware and ceramics that were at 
risk of disappearing after a thou-
sand years. We are very proud of 
our enterprise,” he says.

rega wants to see more peo-
ple involved in safeguarding 
Khmer ceramic art and more 
opportunity for disadvantaged 
members of the community.

When rega first came to Cam-
bodia in 1999, the belgian va-
cationer was captivated by the 
Kingdom’s culture, ancient tem-
ples and the people’s smiles.

Taking a deep dive into the 
country’s art and history, the 
pottery enthusiast was sad-
dened by the loss of tradition-
al Khmer ceramic arts and 
knowledge during the Khmer 
rouge period in the 1970s.

He worked on ancient 
Khmer ceramics as a hobby in 

his garden and was inspired 
to revive ancient pottery and 
ceramics techniques while 
developing contemporary 
Khmer ceramic art.

In 2001, rega returned to 
Cambodia, not as a traveller 
but a founder of a small ceram-
ics centre in Siem reap, which 
he called it the spiritual and ar-
tistic heart of the Kingdom. 

There, he worked with a few 
passionate Khmer pottery 
artists to promote Cambodi-
an arts to the world and help 
create a sustainable local pot-
tery community.

“In the following years, I 
focused on implementing 
traditional handmade Khmer 
ceramics techniques and af-
ter researching ancient kiln 
building techniques, I con-
structed a single wood-fired 
kiln and used natural wood 
ash glazes,” rega says in the 
centre’s website.

The small ceramic centre 
evolved into a social enter-
prise, Khmer Ceramics and 
Fine Arts Centre in 2006, aim-
ing to revive once-prosperous 
Khmer ceramics and provide 
training and employment to 
disadvantaged communities.

“We are using artisanal skills 
and producing high-quality 
products. We want to pass 
these skills on to future genera-
tions to provide a bright future 
for our community and ensure 
these skills are kept alive.

“We will be very happy if 
anyone would like to be a part 
of our project and visit our 
centre. Pottery classes enable 
people to experience first-
hand the ancient process of 
creating ceramics. our clay is 
local Cambodian clay and out 
potter’s wheels are of a tradi-
tional design,” Panha says 

Professional pottery teachers, 
he says, are from local disadvan-
taged communities including 
the hearing impaired people.

“Their communication 
skills amaze people. They 
use sign language with guests 
during classes,” he says, and 
adds that guests find the pot-
tery experience with deaf 

people fascinating.
Panha says most visitors 

found pottery and painting 
classes a new experience that 
they have never done before.

People will learn to use a 
pottery wheel and Khmer 
traditional carving tools to 
design their craft in a peace-
ful and fun environment 
that even young participants 
would find it enjoyable.

“We have pottery and paint-
ing classes every day, for both 
adults and children from three 
years old and up. no previous 
knowledge of ceramics is re-
quired,” Panha says.

Local tour guide and pottery 
teachers will start with a brief 
introduction before demon-
strating the art of pottery. 

“During pottery classes, the 
participants make an Angkori-
an bowl by using the traditional 
pottery wheel. After finishing it, 
our teachers will demonstrate 
the traditional decorative carv-
ing to make it more unique, us-
ing special carving and pottery 
tools for beginners,” he says.

All art materials will be sup-
plied and at the end of the ses-
sion, participants will receive 
a pottery bowl (handmade by 
them) and a certificate of par-
ticipation in the pottery class.

“our pottery and painting 
classes take an hour and 45 min-
utes each. The cost is $25 per 
person. now, we have 30 per cent 
discount for both classes. each 
class is only $17.50,” he says.

Local communities also had 

a chance to earn their living 
through teaching ceramic art 
which has attracted an increas-
ing number of local visitors, 
partly thanks to celebrities’ posts 
on Instagram and Facebook.

During the current Covid-
19 pandemic, the centre re-
mains open every day, while 
following the health and safe-
ty guidelines of the ministry 
of Health.

“We set up a hand-washing 
area at the entrance to our 
workshop immediately, and 
asked all our customers to wash 
their hands before they enter 
the centre,” Panha says, stress-
ing the importance of hygiene 
and social distancing practises.

“We also provide hand san-
itiser. We put a distance be-
tween the potter wheels and 
chairs. We put on masks and 
also provide them to custom-
ers if they required,” he says.

Pottery classes are also rec-
ognised as an entertaining ac-
tivity for team building. It en-
hances group communication, 
team spirit, and creativeness. 

“Companies or schools can 
contact the centre in advance and 
they will arrange a programme 
that comes with exciting activi-
ties and a buffet,” Panha says.

besides providing pottery, 
painting classes and team-
building services, the centre 
also sells handmade products 
by local people in Siem reap 
– in its shop and online. 

“our online shop located 
at www.khmerceramics.com. 
We have more than 500 pieces 
available in our online shop 

now. You can see a big selection 
of products in every section.

“It is very easy to purchase 
via our online shop. our sales 
team is always ready to help 
you via phone or message if 
you need any assistance. We 
have free delivery within two 
to three days to anywhere in 
Cambodia,” he says.

The price of products starts 
$0.50. The variety of products 
ranges from high-quality hand-
made tableware, home decora-
tion pieces, spa and bathroom 
essentials, unique sculptures, 
artworks and wall decorations.

“We have people who are 
into art and handmade ce-
ramics in the hotel and res-
taurant industry. They sup-
port our products. We have 
support from local compa-
nies too, and our supporters 
are amazed by our unique de-
signs and quality of our prod-
ucts which is sold at reason-
able prices,” says Panha.

The centre is located at 
0207, river road, Traing gil-
lage, Slakram commune, 
Siem reap town.

Khmer Ceramics and Fine Arts 
Centre will open a Pottery Cen-
tre and shop in Phnom Penh on 
December 1. The pottery class 
will open regularly for the pub-
lic in Phnom Penh soon.

It will be located at 16, Jaya-
varman 7 Street (Street 172), 
Daun Penh district, Phnom 
Penh. 

For further information, 
contact 017 843014 or e-mail: 
booking@khmerceramics.
com.

Cambodian actress Shin Yubin takes in a pottery class at the Khmer Ceramics Centre. Facebook 

Actress Kim Chanbormey visited the centre in September. Facebook 

Clay art is created by your own hands on the potter’s wheel. kravansnap-
shots

Beautiful lotus design is carved at Khmer Ceramics. sUppLIeDSome of the pit firing at Khmer Ceramics. sUppLIeD



Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Gives guns to
  5 Hospital areas
 10 Denominational offshoot
 14 500-sheet unit of paper
 15 Native American of Alaska
 16 Banned spray
 17 Sax range
 18 Beast of burden
 19 Pitchfork piece
 20 Whatever it takes
 23 Cornfield invaders
 24 Writer Joyce Carol
 25 Female pheasant
 28 Shocked reaction
 30 Teen tribulation
 31 Start a garden
 33 Bioelectric swimmer
 36 Popular hymn (with “In”)
 40 See 31-Across
 41 Coin-flip call
 42 Annoying smell
 43 Ages on end
 44 Largest West Indies city
 46 Famous San Antonio mission
 49 Dewy-eyed

 51 How encores are given
 57 Way in for miners
 58 Lost color
 59 Part of a donkey serenade
 60 “Can’t complain”
 61 Like Mary’s flock
 62 Dublin’s land
 63 New-garment attachments
 64 Clear wrap
 65 Tampa’s team
DOWN
  1 Saudi, for one
  2 Depend (upon)
  3 College major
  4 Sloppy kisses
  5 Bit part
  6 Grant permission for
  7 Rises on hind legs
  8 “Bell” or “waiter” starter
  9 Collar insert
 10 Ancient Persian ruler
 11 “Silas Marner” novelist
 12 Kayak’s relative
 13 Difficult expeditions
 21 Target of refinement
 22 ___ Rica

 25 Butter bits
 26 Sonic boomerang
 27 Again
 28 Chatters
 29 Nonspecific amount
 31 Pot pie veggies
 32 Old Ford model
 33 Collection of Scandinavian myths
 34 Black, to poets of old
 35 Small constellation
 37 Ecstatic exclamation
 38 Suffix for “Hallow”
 39 When many thanks are given
 43 Acts over-the-top
 44 Far from obvious
 45 “___ Maria”
 46 Toward the ship’s rear
 47 Groucho’s “tattooed lady”
 48 Imitating
 49 Low point
 50 Basketball venue
 52 Some vehicles in sci-fi movies
 53 Rolling rock?
 54 Highlight at The Met
 55 It turns “a one” into “none”
 56 Salon offerings

“THRU-WAY” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution

A Vietnamese designer 
strives to bring ancestral 
attire to the modern age
M

ADE from deli-
cate silk, intri-
cately embroi-
dered and with 

vast, flared sleeves – Vietnam-
ese 19th-century outfits do not 
seem a perfect fit for life in the 
country’s hectic modern cities.

But Nguyen Duc Loc, a 
28-year-old entrepreneur, 
together with his 11-strong 
production team in Hanoi, is 
convinced the attire of their 
ancestors can make a return 
to modern-day living.

“My ambition is that in any 
Vietnamese wardrobe, as well 
as suits, trousers, dresses, 
there will be at least one out-
fit based on an ancient style 
to wear on important occa-
sions,” like festivals and wed-
dings, he told AFP.

Based on his own research, 
Loc and his company Y Van 
Hien reproduce outfits largely 
from the Nguyen dynasty that 
spanned close to a century and 
a half from 1802 – a time when 
the ruling class wore extrava-
gant, brightly coloured designs 
embellished with symbols of 
power, such as dragons.

He wants everyone, both 
men and women, to appreci-
ate the “astonishing beauty” of 
ancient imperial-style dress, 
he says, and understand the 
part this clothing plays in Viet-
nam’s cultural history.

In one of their first major 
commissions, Y Van Hien was 

asked to produce costumes for 
Phuong Khau, an 18-episode 
YouTube drama about the 
emperor and empress of the 
Nguyen Dynasty.

The company – which was set 
up in 2018 – has also designed 
costumes for singers, music 
videos and fashion shows.

Preserving culture
Despite some criticism that 

the designs have strayed too 
far from the originals, they are 
also seeing a growing interest 
among young people.

Many choose to rent an 
outfit for a photoshoot, with 
prices starting at $17.

“I think ancient-style cos-
tumes . . . are part of Vietnamese 
culture that we need to pre-
serve,” said Pham Trang Nhung, 
a 22-year-old student who had 
come to see Loc’s designs.

“I think young people today 
know more about Western 
dress.”

Blossoming curiosity over 
outfits worn by generations 
past comes as officials from 
the sports and culture depart-
ment in the central province 
of Thua Thien-Hue began 
wearing the traditional ao dai 
– a long tunic worn over trou-
sers – one day a month as a 
way to promote and preserve 
cultural values.

Although a far more com-
fortable and modern pros-
pect than royal 19th-century 

clothing, some say they are 
too restrictive and impracti-
cal in today’s world.

Nevertheless, a simpli-
fied version of a woman’s ao 
dai still forms part of some 
school uniforms in the south 
and central regions, is worn 
by flight attendants on flag 
carrier Vietnam Airlines and 
is embraced by many on spe-
cial occasions.

Social media shows plenty of 
pictures of young women pos-
ing in traditional dress – and 
with more than a dozen Face-
book groups catering to those 
interested in ancient designs, 
some aficionados have even 
banded together to create a ri-
val design company to Loc’s.

Nguyen Duc Binh, an editor 
of an arts magazine and an 
expert on traditional culture, 
said the attraction among the 
young stems from a desire to 
assert themselves, and their 
pride in their country, in a 
similar way to the youth of 
other Asian nations.

“In some more developed 
countries such as Japan and 
South Korea, traditional cos-
tumes can be seen as icons for 
the young people to look at,” 
he said.

Young Vietnamese “admire 
those countries’ development” 
and “they have tried to find 
some traditional things” from 
their own country’s past to cel-
ebrate. AFP

Pham Trang Nhung (left) tries on an outfit based on traditional patterns and styles at the Y Van Hien company. AFP

Nguyen Duc Loc is convinced that the attire of their ancestors can make a return to modern-day living. AFP
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The new Indian ambassador to Cambodia HE Dr Devyani 
Uttam Khobragade presented her credentials to His Majesty 
King Norodom Sihamoni at a special ceremony held at the Royal 
Palace last Wednesday.  

Indian envoy presents credentials to King
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Hattha Bank and the Federation of Associations for Small 
and Medium Enterprises of Cambodia (FASMEC) signed an 
agreement last Thursday to develop small-scale business in the 
Kingdom. Present at the signing ceremony were Hattha Bank 
president Oknha Huot Leng Tong and FASMEC chairman Oknha 
Te Tang Por.

Hattha Bank and FASMEC  
to jointly promote SMEs
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US Ambassador to Cambodia W Patrick Murphy joined the American Chamber of Commerce in Cambodia for Thanksgiving dinner as the 
association held its Annual General Meeting at Raffles Hotel Le Royal on Tuesday night. HE Chea Serey, director-general of Central Banking 
at the National Bank of Cambodia, and HE Buon Sarakmony, secretary of state at the Ministry of Commerce, were also guests of honour. 
Ambassador Murphy delivered welcome remarks acknowledging the strong economic ties between the US and Cambodia, and thanked 
AmCham for its work in promoting business. Anthony Galliano, Tean Ly, Pauline Teoh, Michael Berg, Chris McCarthy, Pily Wong, Ashley 
Irving, Steven Path and Sophea Ros were voted in as the new board of governors. Outgoing president Allen Dodgson Tan, who has served 
the maximum two terms, thanked AmCham for its support in heartfelt remarks in which he proudly declared the association to be in its 
strongest ever position. “As an organisation, there is now doubt that the AmCham I stand before today is the best I have ever seen – engaged, 
diversified and inclusive. I would like to thank all of our members and partners for your support over the past two years. It has been a deep 
honour to have been entrusted with our organisation,” Tan said.

US ambassador joins AmCham AGM
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The US, through the US Agency for International Development (USAID), is providing $600,000 in additional humanitarian aid to assist those affected by the severe flooding in Cambodia caused by 
multiple tropical storms and prolonged torrential rain in October. “We were moved by the significant needs of many vulnerable Cambodian people, brought on by this year’s floods. The United States 
is providing this additional relief in solidarity with the communities affected by the floods,” US ambassador to Cambodia W Patrick Murphy said at the handover event last Tuesday.

American aid to assist Cambodian flood victims 
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The coronavirus-delayed To-
kyo olympics could cost $1.9 
billion more than its original 
budget of $13 billion, a 15 per 
cent increase, a report said on 
november 29.

The olympics organisers 
will formally decide the in-
creased budget for the Games 
as early as mid-December af-
ter communicating with the 
Japanese government and the 
host city Tokyo, the Yomiuri 
Shimbun reported, citing un-
named olympic sources.

The 2020 Games were 
pushed back a year as Covid-
19 spread around the globe, 
and are now scheduled to 
open on July 23, 2021.

but the delay has thrown up 
a plethora of new costs, from 
rebooking venues and trans-
port to retaining the huge or-
ganising committee staff.

With many countries expe-
riencing second or even third 
waves of infection, there have 
been doubts about whether 
the event can be staged, but 
organisers and olympic offi-
cials insist it can be done.

The extra 200 billion yen 
($1.9 billion) on the pre-
coronavirus estimate of 1.35 
trillion yen comes despite 
organisers last month slash-
ing $280 million by cutting 
everything from staffing to 
pyrotechnics, but the new fig-
ure does not include costs of 
the coronavirus-related mea-
sures, the report said.

officials expect the virus-
linked measures will be paid 
by the Japanese government, 
it said.

IoC chairman Thomas 
bach has instisted there will 
be fans. AFP

Stalled Tokyo games set 
to cost additional $1.9b

Liverpool frustrated as man City click into gear

nZ slams Argentina to Foster relief

JurGen Klopp again 
fumed at a “dangerous” 
schedule as Liverpool had 
two goals disallowed and 

conceded two penalties in a 1-1 
draw at brighton, while man 
City clicked back into gear with 
a 5-0 thrashing of burnley.

Liverpool edged back to the 
top of the Premier League ta-
ble, a point ahead of Totten-
ham, but were left frustrated 
by Pascal Gross’s stoppage-
time penalty which salvaged 
a point for brighton.

Klopp had voiced his dis-
pleasure all week at facing 
a lunchtime kick-off just 
three days after a Champions 
League defeat to Atalanta.

Already hit by a huge list 
of injuries, the reds suffered 
another setback when James 
milner had to be replaced 
with a hamstring problem in 
the second-half.

“Congratulations,” Klopp 
said sarcastically to a televi-
sion reporter for bT Sport. 
“You work for them yeah? 
hamstring, surprise.

“I’ve not had a go at the 
broadcaster, I just say how it 
is. After Wednesday, Saturday 
12.30 is really dangerous for 
the players.”

Klopp named neco Williams 
and nathaniel Phillips in a 

makeshift back four and brigh-
ton took advantage when Wil-
liams wiped out Aaron Connol-
ly for brighton’s first spot-kick, 
but neal maupay sent it wide.

mohamed Salah was then 
denied an opener by vAr (vid-
eo assistant referee) for offside 
but the egyptian teed up Diogo 
Jota to keep his flying start to 
life at Liverpool going with a 
fine finish on the hour mark.

Sadio mane had a second 
for the visitors ruled out for 
offside before another vAr 
review went against Liverpool 
when Andy robertson was 
adjudged to have kicked Dan-
ny Welbeck trying to clear.

This time Gross took re-
sponsibility from the spot 
and sent Alisson becker the 
wrong way.

Mahrez hits hat-trick
City shrugged off their prob-

lems in front of goal by hitting 
five past burnley for the fourth 
consecutive clash between the 
two at the etihad.

Pep Guardiola’s men had 
scored just seven goals in their 
previous seven league games, 
but riyad mahrez’s early dou-
ble opened the floodgates.

benjamin mendy made it 
3-0 before half-time and Fer-
ran Torres got his first Premier 

League goal before mahrez 
completed the scoring and 
his hat-trick.

victory propelled City to 
within six points of Liverpool 
at the top of the table with a 
game in hand.

“It’s important for us to score 
goals and keep going,” said 
Guardiola, who will hope a 
favourable run of fixtures over 
the next month can haul his 

side back into the title race.

Maradona remembered
Sergio Aguero was not in-

volved for City, but Guardiola 
confirmed that was due to a 
small injury problem rather 
than his close family connec-
tion to Diego maradona, who 
died aged 60 on november 25.

Aguero was previously mar-
ried to and had a child with 

maradona’s daughter Gian-
nina.

everton boss Carlo Ance-
lotti was reduced to tears 
before his side’s 1-0 loss to 
Leeds as respects were paid to 
maradona before all Premier 
League games this weekend 
with a minute’s applause.

An enthralling 90 minutes 
followed at Goodison Park 
with chances aplenty for both 

sides but just one goal, scored 
by raphinha 11 minutes from 
time.

James rodriguez and rich-
arlison had strikes ruled out 
for offside before the break, 
while Dominic Calvert-Lewin 
dragged a big chance wide for 
everton early in the second-
half.

Leeds, who had the ma-
jority of the chances, finally 
made the breakthrough when 
raphinha arrowed a low left-
footed shot into the bottom 
corner for his first goal since 
joining the club in August.

“he is a player who has 
adapted very quickly to the 
Premier League,” said Leeds 
boss marcelo bielsa.

“he is a player who moves 
all around and has the capac-
ity to unbalance defences.”

Leeds move up to 11th, while 
a fourth defeat in five games 
leaves everton still in sixth.

West brom claimed their 
first win back in the top-flight 
as Connor Gallagher’s strike 
earned a 1-0 win over Shef-
field united.

victory took Slaven bilic’s 
men out of the bottom three, 
while the blades remain root-
ed to the foot of the table with 
just one point from 10 games. 
AFP

ALL blacks coach Ian Foster was a relieved 
man on november 29 after new Zealand 
restored order by thumping Argentina, 
saying his team were still developing but 
always believed in themselves.

The embattled Foster, who took over 
from Steve hansen after last year’s World 
Cup, had faced calls for his axing after 
just five games in charge following con-
secutive Tri nations defeats to Australia 
and then the Pumas two weeks ago.

but after crushing Argentina 38-0 in a 
november 28 evening rematch at new-
castle, north of Sydney, he will almost 
certainly end his first year in charge with 
two pieces of silverware.

The All blacks had already secured the 
trans-Tasman bledisloe Cup and they 
will also win the Tri nations, barring a 
freak result in next week’s final match 
between Australia and Argentina.

Asked if he was satisfied with the con-
clusion to 2020, he replied: “Yeah, I am. 
It’s been an immensely difficult year for 
everyone, so this is not about the All 
blacks, it’s everyone. 

“A fortnight ago you’d seen us play our 
fifth Test in six weeks and it was tough. 

“For us there will still be a few niggly, 
hurt moments about the loss to Argen-
tina, but at least we had a chance to fix 
it and show that we can play, that this 
group is developing. 

“We’ve got a bit more to go, we’re clear 
about that. but it’s a big way to finish.”

new Zealand’s media were equally re-
lieved, with the new Zealand herald de-
claring: “black on track” while stuff.com.nz 
added: “Job done. Crisis averted”.

It was a far more disciplined All blacks 
team on november 28.

Their decision-making was better and 
they mixed up their game well, embrac-
ing a variety of passing, running and 
kicking to dominate territory and pos-

session, keeping the Pumas guessing.
The bonus point win all-but secured 

the Tri nations, although it remains 
mathematically possible that Argentina 
or Australia can pinch the title when they 
meet in the tournament’s final game next 
weekend, but only by one of them scor-
ing a highly improbable 90-plus points.

“What I was most proud of was that we 
hammered away at them, we played a lot 
of rugby against them and had a lot of vari-
ety with our kicking game,” said Foster.

“Perhaps we could have taken a few 
more opportunities in the first half, but 
we didn’t lose our way or get frustrated. 
We were quite clinical in going back to ar-
eas where we felt we were getting them.

“We just didn’t lose belief in what we 
were doing,” he added.

Defeat was a cruel blow for mario 
Ledesma’s men, who were hoping to lift 
the spirits of their nation after the death 
of football legend Diego maradona, aged 
60, last week.

After beating new Zealand 25-15 then 
battling to a 15-15 draw with Australia they 
must now lift themselves for their final 
game against the Wallabies next weekend.

“We weren’t clinical enough with our 
ball, in our lineout or the scrum so we 
couldn’t have a solid platform from which 
to play from,” lamented Ledesma.

he denied tiredness was a factor after 
three Tests in as many weeks and said 
they were determined to end their year 
on a high.

“We’ve made a lot of sacrifices [to be in 
Australia].” AFP

Manchester City’s Brazilian goalkeeper Ederson (right) grabs the ball off the head of Burnley’s New Zealand 
striker Chris Wood (centre) during the English Premier League football match between Manchester City and 
Burnley at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester. POOL/AFP

New Zealand’s Caleb Clarke (right) catches the ball as Argentina’s Santiago Cordero jumps 
during the 2020 Tri-Nations rugby match between New Zealand and Argentina at the McDonald 
Jones Stadium in Newcastle on Saturday. AFP

IOC president Thomas Bach (left) meets with Tokyo governor Yuriko 
Koike (right) in the Japanese capital on November 16. AFP


	01
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08
	09
	10-11
	12-13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18-19
	20

