
May Kunmakara

THE Kingdom’s main garment indus-
try body has voiced sheer elation over 
an expected influx of Cambodian 
products into the UK market once the 
former EU member state’s new Gen-
eralised Scheme of Preferences (GSP) 
comes into force on January 1.

The UK has left the bloc, and the 
clock is ticking down to December 31 
when the post-Brexit transition phase 
ends, the Garment Manufacturers 
Association in Cambodia (GMAC) 
said in an advisory note to its mem-
bers on November 19.

Citing the “Part of Brexit transition: 
new rules for 2021” report published 
by the UK’s Department for Interna-
tional Trade on November 10, GMAC 
said eligible developing countries 
would be able to receive trade prefer-
ences through the UK’s GSP scheme.

It said the new scheme will initially 
provide trade preferences to the same 
countries as the EU’s GSP, and will 
comprise three frameworks – the 
Least Developed Countries Frame-
work, the General Framework and 
the Enhanced Framework.

“Cambodia, being classified by 
the UN as a Least Developed Coun-

try, falls into the Least Developed 
Countries Framework.

“Cambodia will therefore be enti-
tled to duty-free and quota-free 
access on exports to the UK of all 
goods, except arms and ammunition. 
This is equivalent to a complete EBA 
[Everything But Arms] scheme under 
the EU’s GSP,” said GMAC.

Eager for a larger slice of the UK 
market, GMAC secretary-general Ken 
Loo told The Post: “The UK is the 
leading market in the EU [for Cam-
bodian goods], accounting for 
between 25 and 30 per cent of [the 
Kingdom’s] total exports to the bloc.

“With implementation set to begin on 
January 1, the UK’s GSP will serve as a 
springboard for our product exports and 
expand shipments into the market.”

GMAC is working with the Cambo-
dian Ministry of Commerce and its 
UK counterpart to shed light on some 
of the potential changes in adminis-
trative procedures applicable to cer-
tain areas, Loo said, providing “proofs 
of origin” as an example.

He added that GMAC is looking into 
whether the GSP would cover Cam-
bodian products that arrived on UK 
shores on January 1, or only those that 
left the Kingdom on or after the day.

On August 12, the European Commis-
sion (EC) officially withdrew 20 per cent 
of the EBA scheme from Cambodia. The 
suspension affects one-fifth or €1 billion 
($1.18 billion) of the Kingdom’s annual 
exports to the EU’s 27-nation bloc.

Bilateral trade volume between Cam-
bodia and the UK stood at more than 
$1.2 billion in 2017, rising seven per cent 
from 2016, according to data from the 
British embassy in Phnom Penh.

The Kingdom exported $1.16 bil-
lion worth of goods to the UK in 2017, 
gaining five per cent over 2016, and 
imported $48 million, up 112 per cent 
year-on-year.

GMAC: Kingdom to benefit from UK’s GSP
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Can the new construction law 
work out the kinks in the sector?
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PM: Nov 3 
event over, 
gatherings  
permitted
Mom Kunthear

P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen has declared an 
end to the “Novem-
ber 3 event”, which 

saw more than 1,000 people 
quarantined following a visit 
by Covid-19-positive Hungar-
ian Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade Peter Szijjarto, and 
allowed people to organise 
gatherings as long as they up-
held the hygiene standards 
and health protocols.

Hun Sen also announced 
that movie theatres and muse-
ums will be allowed to reopen, 
while the Ministry of Labour 
and Vocational Training said 
training schools in Phnom 
Penh and Kandal province 
would resume on Monday.    

“I would like to request 
authorities at all levels to allow 
brothers and sisters to organ-
ise wedding ceremonies,” he 
said in a recorded statement.

“According to our traditions, 
from this month to rainy sea-
son, especially in the autumn, 
there are wedding ceremonies. 
So, facilitate weddings. Just pay 
attention to the problems relat-
ing to hygiene practices and 
what is needed according to the 
Ministry of Health guidelines.”

Hun Sen also commended 

the Institut Pasteur du Cam-
bodge (IPC) for working close-
ly with the health ministry in 
testing for the virus. 

In a letter on November 19, 
he applauded the efforts of IPC 
director Laurence Baril and 
the medical task force that 
tested Cambodian officials 
and others who were found to 
be in contact with the Hungar-
ian delegation.

“This gesture clearly showed 
her strong commitment to work-
ing with the Cambodian govern-
ment to overcome this unprec-
edented global crisis,” he said. 

He continued that even if Cov-
id-19 cases were surging in the 
region and the globe, he believed 
that with the strong support of 
the IPC under Baril’s leadership, 
Cambodia would be able to with-
stand the global threat. 

In a Facebook post, the IPC said 
its laboratory was established in 
1995 and inaugurated by Hun 
Sen in 1996. It said it was hon-
oured to serve the Cambodian 
government and its people. 

“The IPC is still firmly com-
mitted to working together 
with the Ministry of Health in 
the fight against Covid-19 and 
other contagious diseases by 
researching, supporting public 

Oz elite forces ‘illegally killed’ Afghans
AUSTRALIA’S elite special 
forces “unlawfully killed” 39 
Afghan civilians and prison-
ers, including summary exe-
cutions as part of initiation 
rituals, according to evidence 
in a searing military inquiry 
now being referred to a spe-
cial war crimes prosecutor.

A years-long internal investi-
gation into military misconduct 
was released on November 19, 
prompting the Chief of the Aus-
tralian Defence Force to admit 
a “destructive” culture of impu-
nity among special forces lead-
ing to a string of alleged murders 
and cover-ups spanning years.

“Some patrols took the law 
into their own hands, rules 
were broken, stories concoct-
ed, lies told and prisoners 
killed,” General Angus Camp-
bell said, apologising “sin-
cerely and unreservedly” to 
the people of Afghanistan.

“This shameful record 
includes alleged instances in 
which new patrol members 
were coerced to shoot a pris-
oner in order to achieve that 
soldier’s first kill, in an appalling 
practice known as ‘blooding’.”

The report also reported 
evidence that troops were 
engaged in “body count com-

petitions”, and covered up 
unlawful killings by staging 
skirmishes, planting weapons 
and adding names to target 
lists retrospectively.

The military’s own inspector 
general produced the harrowing 
465-page official inquiry into 
events between 2005 and 2016 
that detailed dozens of killings 
“outside the heat of battle”. 

It recommended 19 indi-
viduals be referred to Austral-
ian Federal Police, compensa-
tion be paid to the families of 
victims, and the military 
makes a slew of reforms.

Campbell went a step further, 

saying those involved had 
brought a “stain” on their regi-
ment, on the armed forces and 
on Australia, and would be 
referred to the office of the spe-
cial investigator for war crimes.

He also moved to revoke dis-
tinguished service medals 
awarded to special operations 
forces who served in Afghani-
stan between 2007 and 2013.

After the 9/11 attacks, more 
than 26,000 Australian uni-
formed personnel were sent to 
Afghanistan to fight alongside 
US and allied forces against 
the Taliban, al-Qaeda and 
other Islamist groups. AFPContInued – page 2

Killing time
people are seen on a flooded street in el progreso, Honduras, on Wednesday after the passage of Hurricane Iota. the storm killed at least 10 
people as it smashed homes, uprooted trees and swamped roads during its destructive advance across Central america. AFP
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health and educating [the 
people],” it said.

The IPC also thanked its 
staff members for working 
long and hard in response to 
the Covid-19 crisis. 

meanwhile, health ministry 
spokeswoman or vandine has 
publicly praised Hun Sen for his 
handling of the Covid-19 crisis

In an article, she credited the 
prime minister for carrying 
Cambodia through the compli-
cated and dangerous stages of 
Covid-19 transmission with wis-
dom, compassion and clarity. 

She pointed out that Cam-
bodia has yet to report a single 
death from Covid-19 and has 
also had no known commu-
nity transmissions.

vandine said the Kingdom 
had overcome four main chal-
lenges to bring the situation 
under control. The first was the 
return of Cambodian migrant 
workers at a time when the virus 
was highly contagious across 
the region and the world. 

“The second was when the 
MS Westerdam cruise ship 
docked at the Preah Sihanouk 
port. The government treated 
the passengers from abroad well 

and attentively. [The third] was 
how the government facilitated 
the return of Cambodians who 
were stranded overseas and met 
the needs of foreigners who 
entered Cambodia,” she said.

vandine said the fourth chal-
lenge was the november 3 
event.

In a notice issued on 
november 19, the health min-
istry said 1,422 people were 
found to be in direct and indi-
rect contact with the Hungar-
ian delegation. All of those 
who had been exposed had 
been tested at the IPC and 
their fourth tests came back 
negative on november 18. 

 The ministry of Labour and 
vocational Training also 
announced on november 19 that 
training schools in Phnom Penh 
and Kandal province would 
restart on monday, as long as they 
respected the Covid-19 guide-
lines set by the health ministry. 

As of Thursday, Cambodia 
had detected 304 Covid-19 
infections, including 62 wom-
en. of the number, 291 people 
had recovered and 12 are being 
treated at the Khmer-Soviet 
Friendship Hospital, while 
another is being treated at the 
Chak Angre Health Centre.

‘Cruise ship, stranded 
Cambodians, nov 3, all 
brought under control’

Nov Sivutha

THe Pursat Provincial Admin-
istration has ordered five com-
mune chiefs in veal veng district 
to annul land titles in the Phnom 
Samkos Wildlife Sanctuary.

Provincial environment de-
partment director Pan mor-
akat said on november 19 the 
communes include Krapoeu 
Pi, Pramuoy, o’Som, Anlong 
reap, and Thma Da.

each was advised the land 
tenures are null and void. 

only two communes – An-
long reap and Thma Da – 
have responded so far. 

morakat said land encroach-
ment is a problem in the area. 

“We advised them to re-
lease refusal letters, but there 
is the issue of land purchase 
agreements from one person 
to another and from other 
merchants,” he said. 

According to morakat, be-
sides writing letters to warn 
against land encroachment, 
the province also released a 
letter to ban illegal selling and 
buying of land. 

“This happens in many ar-
eas around these five com-
munes. It is speechless. 

“Illegal land encroachment 
affects may conservation 
areas. now we are trying to 
allocate land for citizens fol-
lowing the order of Prime 
minister Hun Sen. We don’t 
know the total amount of 
land people have encroached 
on. We, therefore, refuse the 
titles,” morakat said. 

Phnom Samkos Wildlife 

Sanctuary director Phan Sop-
hearin said the five commune 
chiefs allowed the buying and 
selling of land in a protected 
area. The people took the let-
ters to mean an acknowledge-
ment of ownership from village 
and commune authorities.  

“I don’t know the reason why 
they signed letters on land 
ownership. Commune chiefs 
are actually not allowed to sign 
off on state land ownership. 
When I went to inform them of 
land encroachment they asked 
why one office acknowledges a 
title and the other does not.  

“They are local people, but 
most are people from other 
provinces, especially rich 
people who want to occupy 
land legally,” he said.  

Anlong reap commune 
chief oum Seng said people 
have been living there for 
many years. now, the admin-
istration tells people not to 
occupy the land because they 
want it to be a tourism area. 

“If people protest, they have 
to go to the provincial admin-
istration. This morning, Pur-
sat provincial governor mao 
Thonin came to meet people 
in Pramuoy commune to 
tackle the land issue, but I did 
not join,” he said. 

Thonin declined to comment. 
rights group Licadho coor-

dinator mith Samoun said she 
did not have enough informa-
tion about the order from the 
provincial administration to the 
commune chiefs. She said there 
used to be many arrests over 
state land encroachment.

Pursat orders locale 
heads to annul land 
titles in protected area

nA reviews seven draft laws
Soth Koemsoeun

T
He national Assem-
bly’s (nA) Permanent 
Standing Committee 
on november 19 re-

viewed seven draft laws relat-
ed to the economy, trade and 
air transport. Among them 
was a draft law on the nation-
al budget for 2021, in which 
some analysts expect to see 
a larger share for the agricul-
ture and health sectors.

nA spokesperson Leng Peng 
Long said on november 19 that 
after reviewing the draft laws, 
the committee set november 
25 as the date for the 5th ple-
nary meeting, during which 
seven bills will be passed.

“Among those draft laws, a 
draft law on the national bud-
get for 2021 is very important 
and it is on the agenda,” Peng 
Long said.

According to an nA press 
release, the seven bills include 
the national budget for 2021, a 
bill on state expenses for 2019, 
a draft law about the stock ex-
change, a draft law on the gov-
ernance of non-bank financial 
services and a draft law on the 
approval of an ASeAn agree-
ment, among others. 

In october, the Council of 
ministers approved a 2021 
draft budget that called for 

spending more than $8 bil-
lion. The government planned 
to spend some $7.5 billion of 
the total amount allocated, a 
decrease of 1.9 per cent com-
pared to 2020. 

Sub-national budget expen-
ditures were expected to be 
about $634 million, a decrease 
of 22.5 per cent compared to 
2020, according to a Council 
of ministers press release.

Hong vannak, an economic 
researcher at the royal Acad-
emy of Cambodia, said the 
government should allocate 

more of the 2021 budget for 
promoting small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (Smes) 
to strengthen the sector and 
ensure it can produce enough 
local food and consumer prod-
ucts. This would help Cambo-
dia avoid being too dependent 
on imports, he said. 

The agricultural sector, he 
said, should also be prior-
itised because most Cambo-
dians are dependent on the 
sector, especially during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, which 
has created a higher demand 

for agricultural products.
“I think the budget for the 

health sector must also be in-
creased because Covid-19 has 
necessitated the building of 
quarantine centres. We should 
not use schools as quaran-
tine places. Health equipment 
must also be bought and the 
capacity of nurses must also be 
built up to respond to the cur-
rent situation,” vannak said.

Affiliated network for Social 
Accountability (Ansa) execu-
tive director San Chey said the 
government must strengthen 
the agricultural sector because 
it plays an important role in 
restoring the economy during 
Covid-19. He said when the 
pandemic started, the food pro-
duction chain was disrupted, 
causing some to worry about 
procuring their daily food. 

“I think if the government 
advances the agriculture, 
health and education sector, 
there is not much concern for 
our country. I want to stress 
that the health sector should 
be improved and made acces-
sible to communities. When 
we have natural disasters like 
floods, we don’t know to what 
extent people pay attention 
to health issues like the use of 
water and proper sanitation 
[concerning water-borne ill-
nesses],” Chey said.

The seven bills include the national budget for 2021, a bill on state expenses 
for 2019, a draft law about the stock exchange, among others. NA

Deadline to vacate PP’s largest lake set
Orm Bunthoeurn

PreK Pnov district authorities 
have notified local fishermen to 
remove lattices and ponds com-
pletely from the boeung Tamok 
Lake by the end of this year.

The warning comes after 
years of delays.

Prek Pnov district governor 
Sok Sambath told The Post on 
november 19 time had run out. 

“We have spoken for several 
years. but after repeated 
requests for delays, we asked 
for permission from the Phnom 
Penh municipal governor to set 

a deadline, who said we could 
give them until the end of 2020. 
This time, their equipment 
needs to be removed from the 
lake completely,” he said.

Prek Pnov administration chief 
Sim Sophorng said locals had 
signed contracts promising to 
remove the equipment from the 
lake by year’s end. The authori-
ties did not want them to 
encroach on the lake anymore. 

“We want to retain the boe-
ung Tamok Lake as a state 
property site,” he said.

Phnom Penh Fisheries 
Administration director ngin 

Dy told The Post on november 
19 that he did not have spe-
cific figures for lattices in the 
lake because people take them 
to raise fish continuously. 
Sometimes they keep them 
and sometimes they take them 
back. There may be about 100 
lattices in the lake, he said. 

“I don’t know the exact 
number. In the past, we used 
to retrieve them. There are 
some people from boeung 
Samrong Lake who catch fish 
at boeung Tamok Lake. It is 
therefore hard to know the 
exact number,” he said. 

Sahmakum Teang Tnaut(STT) 
executive director Soeung 
Saran said local authorities and 
people have to discuss a spe-
cific solution that can be 
accepted from both sides.  

“I think discussion is the only 
path to a smooth solution. We 
know the people who raise fish 
in boeung Tamok Lake are 
mostly poor. They do this job for 
their daily income,” he said. 

Saran said many also have 
to repay bank loans because 
they borrowed money hoping 
to make a profit to support 
their families.
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

oFFICerS at the Kampot pro-
vincial police’s serious crimes 
bureau are continuing to 
search for a group of gunmen 
who opened fire on So nguon 
Group security guards, killing 
one person and seriously in-
juring another on the morn-
ing of november 18.

Provincial police chief mao 
Chanmathurith told The Post 
on november 19 that one 
of the guards – 27-year-old 
nuon Pheaktra from Svay 
rieng province – was shot in 
the armpit while travelling 
in a car inspecting an acacia 
plantation in Prey Peay vil-
lage in Chhouk district’s Tra-
paing Phlaing commune.

He said another security 
guard named Phorn Da, a 31-
year-old from Pursat province, 
was also in the car and was se-
riously injured. Da was sent to 
a hospital in Phnom Penh.

“After the shooting, the po-
lice searched and confiscated 
two homemade guns. We be-
lieve we could identify those 
gunmen. The group consisted 
of about four or five people,” 
Chanmathurith said.

Chanmathurith did not 
disclose the armed suspects’ 
identities, citing an ongoing 
investigation. 

He said the police would try 
to locate the perpetrators and 
hand them over to the court.

Chanmathurith said the 
murder is suspected to be 
related to a land dispute be-
cause many families have 

protested and accused the So 
nguon Group of encroaching 
on their land. but the com-
pany also accused villagers of 
invading the company’s land, 
to which it claimed to have a 
legal title since 2015.

So nguon Group chair-
man So nguon told The Post 
that the shooting was an at-
tempted murder. He said he 
was travelling with the secu-
rity guards on that morning 
to check the growth of acacia 
trees in a concession area 
when the gunmen attacked. 

He added the company 
had received the investment 
rights to develop the land 
from the government through 
the ministry of Agriculture 
Forestry and Fisheries.

“The gunmen were aiming 
for me because I was in the 
car. They fired about 10 shots 
at my car, killing one security 
guard and injuring another in 
the throat.

“At first I thought they used 
improvised guns to fire on us, 
but after we brought the vic-
tim for surgery at Preah Ang 
Duong Hospital [in Phnom 
Penh], we found that the bul-
let in his throat was from an 
AK-47 assault riffle. At this 
time, the injured victim is re-
covering.” 

nguon called on the author-
ities to investigate and arrest 
the armed groups to provide 
justice to the victims.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

PoLICe in Kampong Cham 
province have arrested a man 
for allegedly killing an infant 
by cutting his throat and 
struggling against local au-
thorities with a machete in a 
three-hour standoff. 

Kampong Siem district po-
lice chief ek van Dorn said 
the suspect, a 34-year-old 
resident of ro-ang com-
mune’s Tuol roka village, was 
arrested on november 18 
after he slit the throat of his 
11-month-old foster nephew 
who lived in the same home. 

van Dorn said more than 
20 police officers and village 
security guards surrounded 
the house as the suspect tried 
to fight them off with a ma-
chete. A 35-year-old village 
guard named Srun nay Hort 
sustained a minor injury. 

“During questioning, the 
suspect admitted to killing the 
baby by slitting his throat. The 
baby was his foster nephew. He 
said he did so because he was 
furious with his brother-in-law 
for putting too much blame on 
him,” van Dorn said.

villagers described the 
murder as a brutal act and 
demanded that police pun-
ish the suspect to the fullest 
extent of the law. 

nov Chenda, a neighbour, 
said that in the past the sus-
pect had used drugs and 
gambled, specifically on cock 
fighting. before the incident, 
the suspect had been scolded 
by his family for not helping 
enough with farming. He re-
portedly continued to drink 
alcohol and gamble. 

“It is likely that the sus-
pect was heavily drunk or on 
drugs so much that he could 
not control himself and killed 
his foster baby by slitting his 
throat,” she said.

van Dorn said however that 
an initial urine examination 
revealed no evidence of nar-
cotics. 

“We tested the suspect’s 
urine samples for drugs, but 
the result was negative. re-
gardless, this is a heinous 
crime that the suspect com-
mitted on a helpless and in-
nocent baby,” he said.

Citing questioning, van Dorn 
said the child had been found 
abandoned near a hospital in 
Kampong Cham and the sus-
pect’s sister and brother-in-law 
raised him as their son. 

He said police would charge 
the suspect with “voluntary 
manslaughter and obstructing 
public officials” and send him 
to the provincial police for fur-
ther legal procedures.

Security guard shot 
dead in Kampot, police 
on hunt for suspects

villager arrested for 
slitting baby’s throat

Gov’t to reopen schools next 
week, exams stay on schedule

m’kiri bunong irked over land sales

Mom Kunthear

m
InISTer of education, 
Youth and Sport Hang 
Chuon naron on november 
19 said public and private 

schools would reopen from monday 
while the examination schedules for 
grades 9 and 12 would remain the same. 

naron said the ministry had made 
a request to Prime minister Hun Sen 
to reopen the schools in Phnom Penh 
and Kandal province so students could 
resume studying in accordance with 
the third phase of school reopening 
throughout the Kingdom.

The ministry also said the national 
olympic Stadium would be reopened 
for various sports, as long as participants 
followed the Standard operating Proce-
dure (SoP) that requires social distanc-
ing as well as health and hygiene stan-
dards. 

“The ministry would like to announce 
to students, parents, guardians and teach-
ers that public and private schools will be 
reopened from november 23 onward.

“I would like to take this opportunity 
to call for institutions in the Kingdom to 
continue to practice the SoP with vigi-
lance, maintaining health safety and hy-
giene in schools at all times. This will help 
in the continuing fight against Covid-19, 
especially by preventing the spread of the 
virus to local communities,” he said. 

naron said the ministry would hold 
the Grade 9 exam on november 30 and 
the Grade 12 exam on December 21-22. 
He advised each school to evaluate its 
curriculum and produce exams based 
on their respective educational pro-
grammes. He added that there were no 
organisational problems at this point. 

For Grade 12 exam, the ministry ad-
vised each institution to evaluate wheth-
er the instruction of its educational pro-

gramme was complete. The ministry 
would check with the school and hold 
exams according to the progress of those 
programmes. 

“We call on students, especially those 
in Phnom Penh who did not study for 
the past two weeks, to work hard to pre-
pare for grades 9 and 12 exams. We ask 
that schools provide additional instruc-
tion to fill the gaps,” naron said. 

He also reassured students that certifi-
cates and diplomas earned from these 
exams would be as valid as those award-
ed before the pandemic. 

“Students should not feel concerned 
that certificates earned during the Covid-
19 crisis might not be as good as those 
before it. We still maintain educational 
standard because we want our students 
to have the same skills and abilities even 
though they studied during Covid-19. 

“They can still find jobs or pursue their 
education. There is no discrimination in 
our society,” he said. 

naron pointed out that some countries 
did not hold graduation exams and used 
classroom scores as the equivalent of the 
high school diploma exam. Cambodia, he 
said, would hold its annual exams because 
he does not want to see discrimination 
against students who studied through the 
pandemic-driven interruptions. 

ouk Chhayavy, president of the Cam-
bodian Independent Teachers Associa-
tion, praised the ministry’s decision to 
reopen schools. She said the move was a 
reflection of the improving health situa-
tion in the country. 

“It’s good that schools will reopen be-
cause students have to study and prepare 
for the exams. It’s also good because small 
children can also come back to schools and 
reduce the burden on their parents,” she 
said. 

Chhayavy was optimistic that the ministry 
would take into account the difficulties stu-
dents face while studying during the pan-
demic and adjust the exams accordingly.

Orm Bunthoeurn

Some 190 bunong indigenous people in 
mondulkiri province are expressing con-
cern that land sales in the Tring and Pupe 
mountain areas could result in a loss of cul-
tural sites and their ancestral identities.

Chean vanna, one of their representa-
tives in Pou Lung village, told The Post 
on november 18 the selling and buying 
of land on Tring mountain, which covers 
11ha, and Pupe mountain, which covers 
7ha, had led to disagreement among the 
indigenous population.

“[Some] want to continue selling, but 
other villagers do not agree and want to 
keep the land as an ancestral heritage 
and cultural site to attract tourists. Those 
who opposed have asked Sen monorom 
authorities to intervene.

“We are worried that more land would 
be sold, so on november 16 we request-
ed a collective land title but to no avail. 
So we wrote a letter to the commune, 
but it was rejected. We then submitted 
the letter to the town hall requesting an 
intervention, but it only signed a letter 
acknowledging the issue and did not 
provide any solution,” said vann.

The letter included the thumbprints of 
the 190 bunong villagers who opposed 
the buying and selling of land in the two 
mountainous areas.

ngin Channa, another representative, 
said the two areas once covered large 
swathes of land and was a place for in-
digenous people to enjoy, cultivate crops 
and herd cattle, but much of the land 
was sold out. now some of the villagers 
want to sell the remaining land, he said.

“only about 190 people are joining us in 

the protest. The other people want to sell 
the land that we depend on,” Chann said.

romnea commune chief Phin ngok told 
The Post the two mountainous areas were 
collectively owned by indigenous peoples 
and the problem was internal disputes.

“I do not know how flexible it is. There 
have been disagreements with one group 
wanting a certain price and the other 
group wanting another,” ngok said.

ngok did not reveal the identity of the 
buyers. As for the protesters’ request, he 
said he rejected it because the sale and pur-
chase documents had already been signed.

Sen monorom town governor Hiek So-
phan said he had not received any docu-
ments related to the request for interven-

tion from the people of Pou Lung village.
“We are studying the land dispute in 

Pou Lung village because in the past, 
there were thumbprints agreeing to sell 
the land, but now there are thumbprints 
against it. I do not know for sure what 
they want,” Sophan said.

eang mengly, the provincial coordina-
tor for rights group Adhoc, said the buying 
and selling of land is not possible if it be-
longs to the state even if there are finger-
prints or a signature from the authorities.

“Land disputes in mondulkiri province 
are complicated issues, so sub-national 
authorities should be careful about sign-
ing off on the buying, selling and regis-
tering of land,” mengly said.

Students at a school in Phnom Penh’s Meanchey district. heng chivoan

Bunong indigenous people in Mondulkiri province are expressing concern that land sales in the 
Tring and Pupe mountain areas could result in a loss of cultural sites. supplied
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Human development is 
about investing in people 
for greater social equity 
and economic growth. 

When Cambodia transitioned from 
the shadows of war almost three 
decades ago, nation building and 
economic development were seen 
as among the top priorities for the 
Kingdom. 

as a neighbouring country,  
Thailand believes that the develop-
ment of Cambodia would not only 
benefit the latter, but contribute to 
regional stability, security and the 
wellbeing of people between the 
two nations.

In addition to growing trade and 
investment between Thailand and 
Cambodia over the past decade, 
development cooperation such as 
human resources and human security 
has never been more important as 
the two nations celebrate 70 years of 
diplomatic relations established in 
December 1950.

Building human capital

It is no secret that quality educa-
tion empowers people and contributes 
towards the establishment of a strong 
foundation for the development of 
any country.

Since 2011, Thailand International 
Cooperation agency (TICa) has been 
coordinating with the Council for the 
Development of Cambodia (CDC) in 
awarding more than 2,400 short- and 
long-term scholarships to Cambo-
dians for academic study, academic 
fellowships and vocational training in 
Thailand.

The awarding of scholarships forms 
a large part of Thailand’s contribution 
to human development in neighbour-
ing countries, with the majority of 
scholarships given under the royal 
patronage of HRH Princess maha  
Chakri Sirindhorn, who is fondly 
revered as the “Educator Princess”  
for her dedication to educational  
development nationally and through-
out the region. 

This programme seeks to equip 
present and future generations of 
Cambodians with the knowledge, 
expertise and skills for them to 
reach full potential in their respec-
tive careers, thereby contributing 
to Cambodia’s overall growth and 
development.

In addition to the royal scholar-
ships, the programme also involves fi-
nancial assistance and support for the 
establishment of institutions of higher 
learning in Cambodia – namely the 
Institute of Technologies in Kampong 
Chheuteal and Kampong Speu, and 
the Cambodian-Thai Skills Develop-
ment Institute in Phnom Penh built in 
collaboration with the Thai ministry 
of Labour.

The royal scholarship awards and 
educational grants have provided op-
portunities for Cambodians to expand 
their wealth of knowledge and build a 
road to success. 

It is a meaningful contribution 
from Thailand that will last for gen-
erations and has had a solid impact at 

both individual and national levels. 
The programme was recently 

renewed for another five years  
with the signing of a new  
agreement in Bangkok on  
September 1 of this year. 

This continued commitment  
is expected to further bolster a  
legacy of development cooperation 
in education that has seen more  

than 2,000 royal scholarships  
awarded to Cambodians for  
study in Thailand between 2005  
and 2019.

Strong education system

In a recent interview with Cambo-
dian minister of Education, Youth and 
Sport HE Dr Hang Chuon naron, who 
is one of the prime drivers of the two 

nations’ cooperation development for 
building human resources in Cambo-
dia, the importance of a good educa-
tion system for growth and develop-
ment was further emphasised.

“I believe education is really im-
portant. Without a strong education 
system we cannot have strong nation 
building.

“The great achievements of the 

Khmer Empire between the ninth 
and 15th centuries were built on the 
foundations of a strong education 
system where public administration, 
agriculture, architecture, hydrology, 
logistics, urban planning and the arts 
were testament to a civilisation built 
with high levels of human resources.

“Subsequently in years of domestic 
conflicts and civil wars where the 
education system was largely forgot-
ten or regarded with hostility, social 
and economic crises prevailed. The 
lessons we have learned from these 
historical observations tells us that 
the education system of any coun-
try is important in determining the 
country’s success or failure,” Chuon 
naron said.

Tasked with further developing the 
human resources necessary to keep up 
with the challenging demands of the 
Kingdom’s social and economic devel-
opment, he said he is confident that 
for the nation to move forward, dedi-
cated efforts must be made to reform 
and change the education system.

and the key to change, Chuon 
naron feels, lies in training younger 
generations of Cambodians with not 
only knowledge and technical skills 
but also preparing them with exper-
tise in critical thinking and problem 
solving. This will enable the strength-
ening of both the Kingdom’s public 
service and private business sectors in 
the future. 

Furthermore, with the Cambodian 
government’s push towards prepar-

Strengthening ties through 
the empowerment of people
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the project under the  royal patronage was recently renewed in Bangkok. Thai PBS

cambodian and thai students celebrate graduation at Ubon ratchathani rajabhat University in 2018. SuPPlied



ing the nation for the “Fourth 
Industrial Revolution”, there 
is a need to develop human 
resources particularly in the 
fields of financial and informa-
tion technology.

On the opportunities made 
available to Cambodian stu-
dents who qualify for royal 
scholarships under the patron-
age of HRH Princess maha 
Chakri Sirindhorn, Chuon 
naron said he can already see 
the positive impact they have 
had on the changing national 
educational system landscape.

He said: “In the past, only 
30 per cent of students gradu-
ated from primary to secondary 
school with a Grade 12 di-
ploma, while one per cent con-
tinued on to higher education, 
eventually graduating with a 
tertiary institution diploma or 
university degree. 

“Today, statistics show that 
there have been more students 
graduating with a Grade 12 
diploma, while the number of 
graduates earning a tertiary 
institution diploma and univer-
sity degree has progressively 
increased by 10 per cent.

“Every year, close to 200 
royal scholarships are offered 
to Cambodian students for 
study in Thailand. Scholarship 
applicants view the opportunity 
to study abroad in Thailand as 
value added, offering a wide 
selection of world-renowned 
academic qualifications  
and exposure to invaluable  
experiences on a regional  
and international level.

“as most recipients of 
scholarships are comprised 
of the best students from 
the Kingdom, many of them 
graduate and complete their 
courses achieving top hon-
ours, with some even being 
recognised with gold medal 
distinctions from top tertiary 
institutions in Thailand. upon 
graduation they return to 
Cambodia with not just an 
academic degree but also with 
vital experiences that will 
contribute towards helping 
companies and the  
nation to prosper.”

Being a distinguished re-
cipient of several graduate and 
post-graduate degrees from 
prestigious tertiary institutions 
including one of Thailand’s 
premier universities himself, 
Chuon naron knows the added 
value of studying abroad.

Sharing his experiences not 
too long ago while pursuing a 
post-graduate PhD at Chula-
longkorn university he said: 
“Prior to my appointment as 
minister of Education, Youth 
and Sport in 2013, I was an 

economist holding various 
senior and key positions with 
the ministry of Economy and 
Finance for 15 years.

“Coming from a finance 
and economics background 
both academically and profes-
sionally, I had to change my 
mindset and focus on learning 
about the education system in 
Cambodia in order to develop 

and establish reform policies 
needed to move our nation 
forward.

“So in 2016, after having 
completed three years of ex-
tensive reviews of the nation-
al education system, I decided 
to pursue a PhD in Education 
at Bangkok’s Chulalongkorn 
university to enable me to be 
better equipped, knowledge 
and experience wise, to deal 
with the challenges of manag-
ing the national education 
portfolio.

“However, due to work 
commitments, I requested 
the university to study for 
the course without attending 
lectures, and this was accepted, 
thereby making me one of the 
first people to be enrolled in a 
post-graduate programme at 
the university via this unique 
distance learning mode of 
study.

“What impressed me most 
while studying for my PhD was 
the warm and dedicated sup-
port given by highly qualified 
professors and academic staff 
from Chulalongkorn university 
– where principal and associate 
professors from the university 
would specially send refer-
ence books and materials, and 

even at times pay me a visit to 
provide coursework feedback 
while fulfilling lecture assign-
ments with partnering tertiary 
institutions in Cambodia. 

“This enabled me to prepare 
for examinations, project 
theses and dissertations, and 
successfully graduate with 
honours.

“During the course of study, 
I was also inspired to launch 
a pilot project in Cambodia to 
establish a new school for the 
future, a school equipped with 
a revolutionary management 
system to train students with 
the essential knowledge, skills 
and commitment to become 
good national and global 
citizens.”

Advancing human security

While education is a sig-
nificant component in build-
ing a nation towards strong 
and sustainable growth, it is 
equally important to address 
the needs of many Cambodians 
who might still be affected by 
health and safety issues in their 
communities. 

Thus, the Thai government 
has identified human security 
as another area of involvement 
and focus that will empower 

people and contribute to the 
strengthening of bilateral ties 
with Cambodia.

For the Thai government, 
protecting people from health 
and safety vulnerabilities in 
neighbouring countries will 
further the continual growth 
and development of both  
nations. 

To achieve this objective, 
several projects have been 
identified in Cambodia to be 
supported with technical assis-
tance, equipment contributions 
and financial aid.

In matters of health, two 
bordering Cambodian prov-
inces – Banteay meanchey and 
Koh Kong – were selected to 
participate in the “Sister Hospi-
tal” project with neighbouring 
Thai provinces. 

This project was established 
to improve basic healthcare 
facilities while increasing the 
capacity of medical referrals 
between emergency medical 
services in Cambodian provin-
cial hospitals and bordering 
Thai hospitals.

as a result of the coopera-
tion between health authorities 
across the two nations’ borders, 
improvements were made to 
the cross-border medical refer-

ral system between Thai and 
Cambodian hospitals. 

under this project, the Thai 
government provided techni-
cal assistance and contributed 
medical supplies and equip-
ment to the Banteay meanchey 
Referral Hospital and Koh 
Kong Referral Hospital.

Due to the initial success of 
this initiative, there are also 
plans to extend the “Sister 
Hospital” project to other bor-
der provinces such as Battam-
bang and Oddar meanchey.

Being a harmful legacy of 
three decades of war that has 
taken a severe toll on Cambo-
dians, explosive remnants of 
war (ERW) have a devastating 
effect on the lives of the people 
living in contaminated areas. 
ERW pose a tangible threat to 
the safety of people and ob-
structs the economic develop-
ment of the country.

Recognising the aSEan 
Regional mine action Center’s 
(aRmaC) prominent role in 
raising awareness on the dan-
gers of ERW and its mitigat-
ing efforts – which include 
research, providing assistance 
to victims and the clearance 
of unexploded ordinance – the 
Thai government has supported 
aRmaC with annual donations 
of $10,000 since 2019.

Shaping future relations
although the far-reaching 

implications of human capital 
and human security initia-
tives between Thailand and 
Cambodia has yet to unravel, 
the positive impact on both 
nation’s socio-economic de-
velopment will be felt in years 
to come.

Cambodians who are ex-
posed to education in Thai-
land, along with their circle of 
friends and acquaintances in 
both countries, will allow for 
deeper understanding about 
the existing diversities and 
similarities between the two 
nations. 

This will unquestionably 
forge trust and bridge differ-
ences that might unneces-
sarily hamper cooperation of 
the two neighbours to thrive 
together.

The application of human 
security measures contributed 
by Thailand to Cambodia in 
matters of health and safety, 
especially along border-
ing provinces, is expected to 
change lives while at the same 
time elevating mutual trust 
and cooperation, resulting in 
greater mutual benefits – and 
bringing the two peoples ever 
closer to live happily alongside 
each other. 

Bfriday,  NOVEMBEr 20,  2020  //  www.phNOMpENhpOst.cOM

cambodian students have the opportunity to be awarded royal scholarships in thailand. SuPPlied

cambodian Minister of Education, youth and sport hE dr hang chuon Naron. hONG MeNea

an ambulance from thailand is handed over to Oddar Meanchey referral hospital. SuPPlied

”
[The Cambodian 
students] return 
[from Thailand] with 
not just a degree, 
but experiences 
that will contribute 
to helping the  
nation prosper

Dr Hang CHuon naron / 
MiNiSTer Of eduCaTiON
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The ministry of education, 
Youth and Sport is recruiting 
3,600 qualified teachers for the 
2021 school year in order to 
reach the appropriate student-
teacher ratio in provinces, dis-
tricts and communes, accord-
ing to a statement released on 
november 18. 

The ministry is seeking in-
structors for kindergartens, pri-
mary schools and higher edu-
cational institutions who will 
be deployed in rural areas to 
address a teacher shortage and 
meet the educational needs of 
students across the Kingdom. 

ministry spokesman ros 
Soveacha said the date and 
location of upcoming teacher 
qualification exams had not 
been determined because the 
ministry was waiting to receive 
applications from candidates. 

he said the call for more 
teachers was meant to meet 
the shortage, provide support 
to poor students, increase over-
all enrolment and help more 
young Cambodians extend 
their education past primary 
school.

“The ministry is recruiting so 
many teachers because it is di-
viding the workload according 
to the real needs of every edu-
cational institution in all parts 
of the country,” he said.

ouk Chhayavy, president of 
the Cambodian Independent 

Teachers Association, said re-
cruiting more teachers was the 
right thing to do because quali-
fied educators were in high 
demand. She stressed, how-
ever, that the recruitment pro-
cess must be transparent and 
based on examinations, rather 
than teachers being selected 
through political parties or af-
filiations.

“We see that now there 
are more retired teachers, so 
there must be teachers to re-
place them. It is not good for 
a teacher who has reached the 
age of retirement to be asked to 
teach,” she said.

Accusations against teach-
ers who take advantage of stu-
dents had been almost com-
pletely eliminated, she said, 
referring to part-time teaching 
that some teachers conducted 
outside school hours.  

“everyone always values 
teachers as their second moth-
er or father, so a teacher wants 
to maintain their reputation,” 
Chhayavy said.

Soveacha said the ministry 
does not prohibit part-time 
teaching as long as the arrange-
ment is agreed to between ser-
vice providers and recipients. 
he said schools and teachers 
must strictly implement the 
ministry of health guidelines.

The ministry also does not 
prohibit teachers from teach-
ing on Sundays or holidays, he 
said.

education ministry seeks 
to recruit thousands of 
new qualified teachers 

birdLife pilots buffalo breeding 
project to cut down on hunting
Soth Koemsoeun

b
IrDLIFe International 
Cambodia is testing a 
new buffalo breeding 
project by giving farm-

ers female buffalo to breed as 
an alternative to hunting. 

The project aims to put an 
end to hunting in the boeung 
Prek Lpov Protected Landscape 
in Takeo province’s Koh Andet 
and borei Cholsar districts and 
encourage the locals to protect 
birds and re-enrich the area.  

birdLife Programme man-
ager bou vorsak told The Post 
on november 19 the organi-
sation took the first step by 
giving five female buffalo to 
a farming family in the pro-
tected area. The goal, he said, 
is to improve community life 
and protect cranes.

he said breeding buffalo 
could reduce land encroach-
ment and the threat on natu-
ral resources. 

vorsak said the plan will ben-
efit residents by providing more 
income to support their families. 
buffaloes also play an important 
role in reducing plant density, 
making the grasses more suit-
able as shelters for cranes. 

“Farmers who agreed to the 
trial will receive five female 
buffaloes to use for three 
years. They will get 60 per cent 
from the plan and the organi-
sation will get the remaining 

40 per cent to boost the proj-
ect’s numbers,” said vorsak. 

If the plan is successful, he 
said the organisation will in-
crease the number of buffalo 
it provides. Donors who are in-
terested in this project are wel-
comed to contribute, he said. 

eam Sokhan, a 46-year-old 
farmer in borei Cholsar dis-

trict’s Chey Chork commune 
said his family had signed up 
and received five female buf-
falo to raise. 

If the five buffalo produce 
offspring within three years, 
he will retain 60 per cent of 
the offspring. 

“I have never worked with 
any institutions in the past. I do 

farming as normal and I hunt-
ed animals when the rice sea-
son ended but now I conserve 
animals in the community. This 
makes me stop hunting. 

“every weekend I patrol to 
protect birds in our area. I call 
for people to stop shooting 
wild animals and turn to con-
servation,” Sokhan said.

New project provides female buffalo to farmers for breeding. BIRDLIFE IntERntIonaL
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US regulators on november 
18 cleared the boeing 737 max 
to return to the skies, ending 
its 20-month grounding after 
two fatal crashes that plunged 
the company into crisis.

The Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA) said the approv-
al followed “an unprecedented 
level of collaborative and in-
dependent reviews by aviation 
authorities around the world”.

In a video that accompa-
nied the announcement, FAA 
administrator Steve Dickson 
said he was “100 per cent 
comfortable” with having his 
family fly in the jet. Dickson 
piloted test flights during the 
approval process.

The plane was grounded 
after two crashes that killed 
a total of 346 people in 2018 
and last year. both boeing 
and the FAA have come un-
der fire in the wake of the cri-
sis, with critics saying boeing 
sacrificed safety for profit and 
that the FAA was too deferen-
tial to the private giant.

A principal cause of the two 
crashes was identified as a 
faulty flight handling system 
that was supposed to keep 
the plane from stalling as it 
ascended but instead forced 
the nose of the plane down-
ward. The FAA required boe-
ing to upgrade this system to 
address the flaw.

boeing applauded the FAA’s 
approval as an “important 
milestone” in the company’s 
journey to restoring its repu-
tation and said it would “nev-
er forget the lives lost in the 
two tragic accidents”.

boeing, which replaced its 
Ceo and several other top 
executives in the wake of the 
crisis, has also been slammed 
by a downturn in commercial 
plane travel due to the coro-
navirus pandemic.

but family members who 
lost loved ones in the crashes 
blasted the decision, accord-
ing to a statement from Clif-
ford Law offices, which is rep-
resenting them in litigation.

“The aggressive secrecy of 
the FAA means we cannot 
believe the boeing 737 max 
is safe,” said michael Stumo, 
whose daughter died in an 
ethiopian Airlines crash of 
the plane in march last year. 
The ethiopia crash followed a 
calamitous Lion Air crash in 
Indonesia in october 2018.

“We were told the plane was 
safe when certified in march 
2017 and again after the Lion Air 
crash in october 2018. ‘Just trust 
us’ does not work anymore.”

To win federal approval, boe-
ing made changes to the ma-
noeuvring Characteristics Aug-
mentation System (mCAS), the 
anti-stall system that activated 
improperly in the Lion Air and 
ethiopian Airlines flights.

Dickson, in an interview 
with CnbC, said the changes 
to the jet make it “impossible 
for the airplanes to have the 
same kind of accidents”.

Dickson also insisted that 
the FAA had “reset” its rela-
tionship with boeing and that 
agency employees who in the 
future challenge boeing will 
have support from higher-
ups at the regulator.

For boeing, the FAA an-
nouncement creates a path-
way to begin to deliver some 
450 max planes that were al-
ready built but put in storage. 
The jets must be inspected by 
the FAA before they go into 
service, Dickson said in a press 
conference on november 18.

Plane deliveries are tied to 
company revenues. boeing has 
reported losses the last four 
quarters and the max crisis has 
cost the company some $20 
billion in production expenses 
and compensation to airlines.

The FAA still must approve 
pilot training protocols for 
individual airlines before the 
max can return to service.

Some travel experts expect 
consumers to be leery of fly-
ing in the max at first, but say 
that unease should dissipate 
once the jet establishes a re-
cord of reliability.

American Airlines executives 
reiterated plans to resume 
max service at the end of next 
month for flights between 
new York and miami, saying 
in a message to employees 
that pilots from the carrier had 
“played an integral role” during 
the FAA certification process.

“If our pilots . . . are confi-
dent the aircraft is safe, we 
are confident in its return,” 
the message said.

but Southwest Airlines sig-
nalled a later restart, saying it 
would work with the FAA re-
garding the flight control soft-
ware updates and pilot training.

“There is much work to be 
done before our max aircraft 
will resume service, which we 
estimate will take place no 
sooner than the second quarter 
of 2021,” said a message from 
Southwest Ceo Gary Kelly.

International regulators also 
must sign off on the max be-
fore it can fly outside the US.

Transport Canada said it 
worked “extensively” with the 
FAA, but that it would require 
additional steps on pilot train-
ing and pre-flight procedures.

Dickson said in a press confer-
ence that the FAA had worked 
closely with international regu-
lators including in europe and 
britain and that some could 
approve the max return “within 
a matter of days”.

Shares of boeing, which 
soared early in the session, 
ended down 3.2 per cent at 
$203.30. AFP

US regulators clear 
grounded boeing 
737 max to fly again

Cambodia to open bangkok 
business council trade office 
May Kunmakara

T
He Cambodian em-
bassy in bangkok 
will soon establish a 
representative office 

for the “Cambodia business 
Council” (CbC) in the Thai 
capital to serve as a one-stop 
shop for business and trade 
between Cambodia and Thai-
land, ambassador ouk Sor-
phorn said on november 19.

The move is apparently 
motivated by recent pledges 
made by the prime ministers 
of both countries to increase 
bilateral trade to $15 billion 
per annum by this year.

Sorphorn told The Post that 
the CbC will develop an “Advo-
cacy Pillar” based in the office 
that will be dedicated to pro-
moting dialogue between Thai 
investors and their Cambodi-
an counterparts in the govern-
ment and private sector.

“The CbC is slated to be Thai 
and Cambodian investors’ 
first and only stop to get the 
technical support and guid-
ance that they need in order to 
best prepare investment plans 
for the Kingdom of Cambodia 
and the Kingdom of Thailand.

“We’ve deliberated the move 
with the relevant authorities 
back home and are now work-
ing at length on the project as 
we seek to promote diplomacy 
and the economy as pursuant 
to our government’s guide-
lines,” he said, adding that the 
new office will support the Thai 
Plus one investment policy.

originally tailored towards 
Japanese firms, the Thai Plus 
one strategy is a business 
model in which international 
companies extend their sup-
ply chain networks developed 
in Thailand to neighbouring 

countries – such as Cambo-
dia – to benefit from low-cost 
production sites while main-
taining their primary regional 
production base in Thailand.

Sorphorn said the CbC will be 
central in bringing the growing 
roster of Cambodian business-
es with a presence in Thailand 
closer to potential business 
partners in the country.

He added that the embassy 
has signed an agreement with 
Thai law firms to ensure that 
investors and businessmen 
from both sides are protected.

Heng Sovannarith, the com-
mercial attache in Thailand, 
told The Post that the CbC of-
fice will also have a space re-
served to display Cambodian 
homemade products.

“our producers will be able 
to display their wares. At the 
same time, in the furtherance 
of our drive to promote more 

products and allow them to 
penetrate into the Thai market, 
the CbC will talk additional 
supermarkets in Thailand into 
featuring our goods,” he said.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce (CCC) vice-presi-
dent Lim Heng welcomed the 
initiative and encouraged the 
Kingdom’s other embassies to 
follow suit.

“our agricultural products 
export to Thailand typically 
run into hitches over export 
procedure during harvest 
seasons. For that reason, the 
establishment will be a big 
help in straightening out 
these sorts of kinks,” he said.

He told The Post earlier this 
month that the CCC is forging 
on with plans to open repre-
sentative offices in europe, 
Canada and the US next year.

bilateral trade between 
Cambodia and Thailand was 

worth $5.569 billion in the 
first nine months of this year, 
down 19 per cent compared 
to the same period last year, 
according to data from the 
Thai ministry of Commerce.

Cambodian exports to 
Thailand were to the tune 
of $958 million, slipping 48 
per cent, while imports were 
worth $4.611 billion, down 
nine per cent.

meanwhile, the total volume 
of trade between Cambodia 
and Thailand reached $9.41 
billion last year, up 12 per cent 
from $8.38 billion in 2018.

The majority of Cambodia’s 
exports to Thailand com-
prise gemstones, jewellery, 
agricultural products and 
aluminium, the ministry said. 
Cambodia’s imports from 
Thailand mainly consist of 
fuel, motorcycles, cars, gem-
stones and jewellery.

The Cambodia Business Council’s new representative office in Bangkok is slated to be a one-stop shop for 
business and trade between Cambodia and Thailand. heng chivoAn

more rebuttals of rice abuse claims
Thou Vireak

THe ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries and 
the Khmer-Australian As-
sociation of victoria Inc on 
november 19 slapped down 
allegations linking milled-
rice exports to Australia with 
human rights abuses.

A group of former activists of 
the Supreme Court-dissolved 
Cambodia national rescue 
Party (CnrP) led by Khieu Dara, 
which claims to represent Cam-
bodian-Australian citizens, has 
filed a petition to an Australian 
lawmaker with the accusation.

In a statement issued on 
november 18, the ministry voiced 
deep regret and outright denial 
of “Dara’s baseless insinuation”.

It said Cambodian farmers 
are turning from “extensive” to 

“intensive” agriculture and 
venturing into agribusiness in 
their pursuit of more remu-
nerative livelihoods.

“Intensive” agriculture is an 
approach to crop cultivation that 
uses larger quantities of labour 
and capital relative to land area 
than its “extensive” variant.

The ministry said the King-
dom is shifting from an agricul-
ture-dependent country to an 
agro-industrial exporting nation 
against the backdrop of the 
Fourth Industrial revolution.

It said: “millions of Cambo-
dian rice farmers are pleased 
to have rice market access to 
Australia, which buoys reve-
nue from rice production and 
enriches their livelihoods.”

Khmer-Australian Associa-
tion of victoria Inc president 
bou Sambath has also come 

out in condemnation of the 
former CnrP activists for slan-
dering the reputation of the 
Kingdom’s milled rice and 
damaging the interests of 
Cambodian farmers.

The association voiced its full 
support for imports of Cambo-
dian milled rice and agricul-
tural products into the Austral-
ian market, and the strides 
made in bilateral trade ties.

“We, the representatives of 
the Cambodian community in 
melbourne, victoria, Australia, 
are very regretful and deeply 
saddened by the clique of par-
tisans, who claim to represent 
the Cambodian community 
but are hell-bent on under-
mining the interests of Khmer 
farmers,” it said.

The Cambodia rice Federa-
tion (CrF) made a similar 

statement on november 16.
It called on farmers not to be 

used as political pawns, or 
spoil the Australian market for 
Cambodian milled rice, which, 
it noted, the Kingdom had 
fought tooth-and-nail for.

Cambodia exported 4.88 mil-
lion tonnes of agricultural prod-
ucts to international markets last 
year, representing a 17.3 per cent 
surge from the 4.16 million 
tonnes registered in 2015, accord-
ing to data from the ministry.

milled-rice exports clocked 
in at more than 620,000 tonnes 
last year, piling on 15.24 per 
cent from the 538,000 tonnes 
logged in 2015.

The Kingdom exported 
25,994 tonnes of milled rice to 
Australia in the first 10 months 
of this year, up 52.70 per cent 
year-on-year.
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can the new construction law work 

out the kinks in the sector?
For over a decade, billions of dollars have poured into the construction and real estate 
sectors, which until last year was not regulated. A year later, the law has yet to take effect, 
mired by jurisdiction overlaps, slow-to-enact supporting regulations, and apathy 
Sangeetha Amarthalingam 
and Leakhena Khat
 

a 
cHilD, no more than 
three-years-old, sits play-
ing in dirt oblivious to his 
parents who are working 

in the background of a triple-storey 
residential development construc-
tion site, off Samdach Hun Sen bou-
levard – a stretch more popularly 
known as the 60-metre road.

Formerly boeung tumpun – a vast 
vegetative freshwater lake which has 
mostly been filled in, it is one of the 
newest development strips in south 
phnom penh, branded as a chic sat-
ellite city with million-dollar homes 
and shopping malls.

at night, most of the workers retire 
to the bowels of the unfinished houses 
or makeshift tents, having their baths 
with water supplied in pipes, squatting 
down while washing their clothes.

it is time to rest after nearly 10 
hours of work, and for small con-
versations under the stars while 
children play as dusk falls before the 
breezy night lulls them to sleep.

the menial workers come from dif-
ferent parts of the country, often by 
uprooting their families who find as-
surance in daily or weekly wages versus 
the unpredictability of rice farming.

Despite the lack of safety and hard 
labour, scores of rural cambodians 
have ditched traditional farming to 
serve in the booming construction 
sector which saw investments dou-
ble to $11.4 billion in 2019 from $5.3 
billion in 2018.

it is one of four economic pillars 
that has supported gross domestic 
product (GDp) growth for 10 years. 
last year, it was the largest GDp 
growth driver at 35.7 per cent, em-
ploying a total workforce of 200,000.

Just before the coronavirus pan-
demic blighted the economy, the sec-
tor recorded a 47 per cent increase in 
total investments at $2 billion in the 
first two months of this year.

the sum represents 728 construction 
permits – up 28 per cent from a year 
ago – which cover 4.2 million sqm.

by June 30, 2020, $3.8 billion worth 
of construction projects were ap-
proved, climbing 13.3 per cent year-
on-year, which in time should help 
the country get back on its feet.

in recent years, more than 50 per 
cent of foreign direct investment 
to the construction and real estate 
sector involved investors from the 
greater china region, including 
Hong Kong and taiwan, said the 
World bank in may.

of that, some 500 buildings are taller 
than five storeys, said chiv Siv pheng, 
director of the construction technical 
research Department of the ministry 
of land management, Urban plan-
ning and construction (mlmUpc).

“ten years ago, there were no 
high-rise buildings. now they are 
everywhere,” he said with pride.

Long-drawn and time consuming
but all this construction haste and 

pursuit of profit have resulted in the 

neglect of some issues that are to 
cambodia’s own detriment.

Just over a year ago, the King-
dom was shaken by two building 
tragedies in coastal provinces Siha-
noukville and Kep that killed nearly 
70 people who worked on those 
construction sites.

in both instances, innumerable 
oversights in safety procedures, de-
sign, building material, and building 
quality or standards were laid bare.

commissions were set up by the 
government to investigate the inci-
dents but till today the results have 
never been made public.

instead, what followed was the 
implementation of the long-drawn 
law on construction, on november 
2, 2019.

the legislation delves into every 
aspect of construction such as per-
mits for building, repair or demoli-
tion, technical regulations, use of 
material, equipment and products, 
dangerous building, insurance, the 
liability of construction stakeholder, 
and construction occupancy.

it has created building inspectors 
to monitor ongoing constructions, a 
firm to check building designs, and  
the compulsory need for buildings 
to have occupancy certificates.

in the midst, seminars are be-
ing conducted by the ministries of 
interior, and land management 
to educate stakeholders, includ-
ing construction firms, engineers, 
architects, provincial officers and 
project managers, on the law.

everything that protocol dictates is 
happening. but the fact is, the legis-
lation lacks bite, stemming from red 
tape because responsibilities stride 
across several ministries while decen-
tralisation of power concerning pro-
vincial and district jurisdiction slows 
down and complicates the process.

on top of that, building sites are 
broken into three permission cat-
egories, heightening bureacracy.

Sites that are less than 500sqm 
and below four floors are under the 
purview of the district administra-
tion. if it is less than 3,000sqm, the 
provincial governor or phnom penh 
city hall oversees it, while anything 
beyond that is the jurisdiction of the 
mlmUpc.

to be sure, the spirit for a regulat-

ed sector is enshrined in the law but 
like most enactments in cambodia, 
it has to be supported by ministe-
rial prakas or regulations, and sub-
decrees to give effect.

according to Siv pheng, who is 
also cambodia constructors asso-
ciation general manager, only a few 
have been approved.

“there is a lot more to do. We have 
two to three meetings with related 
ministries on issues such as fire safe-
ty standards, service payments and 
for the establishment of a company 
that can inspect buildings and issue 
occupancy certificates,” he said.

this, here, is one of many exam-
ples why due process of the law re-
mains protracted.

the law states that a company 
needs to be set up to inspect build-
ings and issue certificates, a novelty 
for cambodia as buildings do not 
possess them currently.

the company will also be in charge 
of collecting service payments.be-
cause it involves fees, the ministry 
of economy and Finance (meF) and 
mlmpUc have to jointly draw up a 
prakas.

added to that is the issue of con-
trol. if the job takes place at the 
province or district level, the is-
sue of jurisdiction comes into play. 
therefore, this becomes a ministry 
of interior matter, even though it in-
volves land.

in summary, the tangled jurisdic-
tion of departments and ministries 
slow down the implementation of 
the law because the government 
needs to enact prakas or regulations.
all of which is time-consuming.

“[it should be noted that] the draft 
with meF is ready. However, we are 
very busy now [because] we need to 
come up with many [other] prakas,” 
Siv pheng stressed.

Law only good in theory
nevertheless, the law is necessary 

because the cambodian landscape 
is changing fast, making construc-
tion accountability and compliance 
important factors, said Sujeet S. 
Karkala, a legal advisor with invest-
ment advisory firm Sciaroni & as-
sociates.

“as more investments for real es-
tate come in, cambodia has to regu-
late the industry. the law is elabo-
rate and speaks about liability and 
safety issues in the sector.

“looking from the aSean per-
spective, this is important as good 
real estate development can attract 
people to move to the country and 
invest,” he told The Post.

For theary, a project manager who 
only offered his family name, the law 
is good in theory but not in practice.

“it is just too difficult to comply, ow-
ing to the cost and time involved in 
seeking approval and waiting for the 
reply,” he said, in a coffee shop near his 
project site in boeung Keng Kang 1.

“the whole process is farcical,” he 
opined, citing an example where the 
law requires building structures to be 
certified for five years (commercial) 

A child plays with dirt as his parents work in the background, a sight that is common in construction sites as parents are unable to 
afford child minders. sAngeethA AmArthAlingAm
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and 10 years (residential).

the present process for mechani-
cal, electrical and plumbing is six to 12 
months but the law has extended it.

“We can provide guarantee for five 
years or so but the cost [of units] will 
rise because of the quality of the prod-
uct. the contractor would also have 
to deposit extra funds with the owner 
as a form of bank guarantee or perfor-
mance guarantee for the work.

“it does not make financial sense as 
the cost of the project will increase. 
the law does not consider this. it is 
going to be difficult,” he said.

theary said in keeping with the le-
gal requirement, contractors would 
also have to use good building ma-
terial.

“to be honest, imported building 
materials are not up to international 
standards. For good material, we 
must spend more.

“How can we insure the structure 
if the safety is compromised [due to 
lower quality material]?” he asked, 
alleging that the law is merely sym-
bolic with no actual clout.

‘Buildings built before approval’
in the past, development projects 

were built on the whim of the owner 
and his funding capacity although 
there existed a loose building con-
struction framework within the 
public works law.

“the local developer would em-
ploy the standards he felt is easiest to 
comply. For instance, if the civil en-
gineer or architect is foreign-trained, 
he will use the building standard of 
the country where he studied. So the 
standard might be Japanese, French 
or british,” he said.

many constructions were built 
without permits because approvals 
took too long. Seeing that construc-
tion delays incurred cost, incidents 
of bribery was allegedly common to 
speed up the approval process.

“Sometimes buildings are completed 
even before the permit is approved,” 
theary said, laughing out loud.

Foreign-funded developments, on 
the other hand, were built based on 
their native country building stan-
dards and safety codes or that of a 
developed nation’s.

However, many projects involved 
cutbacks in costs by manipulating 
approved designs, building materi-
als and wages.

this was the main problem in Si-
hanoukville, said Siv pheng as many 
construction sites, owned by chinese 
firms, failed to adhere to technical 
regulations and building permission.

the companies neither possessed 
certificates nor were they certified 
by the ministry.

through ministry checks last year, 
some 23 buildings were found to be 
of poor quality and without building 
permits which prompted Deputy 
prime minister chea Sophara to or-
der their demolition.

“Some already had furniture fitted 
in. there was no choice. they were 
demolished. back to zero and now it 
is [empty] land.

“We have lots of inspection in Si-
hanoukville now. We also have a sec-
retary of state on standby there. the 
sites are controlled now – before, 
during and after,” Siv pheng said.

in the meantime, cambodia is 
developing its own building safety 
standards and structural design 
with Japanese and australian exper-
tise. it is expected to be completed 
in two years.

acknowledging the delay in the 
standards and the law, Siv pheng 
regretted that it was hampered by 
weak skills and knowledge all those 
years until Japan stepped in to help.

“Foreign investors keep asking if we 
had a building code [and law] but we 
didn’t. So they used their own. When 
Sophara became the deputy prime 
minister, he sped up the law. He was 
aware of the problem,” Siv pheng said.

although the law is still being for-
tified with prakas and sub-decrees, 
it is wielding some power. For in-
stance, the law has removed barriers 
to inspection.

“previously, some of these places 
won’t even allow officials to go in. 
they hire security guards to keep us 
out. but not anymore because the law 
allows us to arrest, stop and penalise 
them or take them to court,” he said.
“
‘Not able to talk’

but the legacy of haphazard con-
struction style and the quality of 
development continues to dot cam-
bodia’s landscape.

till today, some sites glaringly fail 
to employ safety standards, including 
mid-size residential projects that are 
sandwiched between city streets.

back at Samdach Hun Sen boulevard 

where the Woodland residence con-
struction site is located, mother of two 
phnok chansa, 35, chats with her col-
leagues as her five-year-old daughter 
cycles her bicycle in the waning light.

chansa and her husband, who 
have been construction workers for 
10 years, lay tiles for the 84 villas and 
terrace units.

When they are at work, their 
daughter plays around a safe corner 
of the construction site with other 
workers’ children.

“the children don’t go to school 
because we move around construc-
tion jobs. When we are at work, they 

mind their own business. We worry 
about their safety but it is a risk we 
take as there is no one to look after 
them back home,” said chansa, who 
is from battambang.

Unfortunately, accidents are com-
mon at construction sites. Soun thary, 
40, recalled the time her then 18-
month-old son fell off the motorcycle 
when she was working in Koh pich.

“now my son is five and he is still 
not able to talk. i can’t afford to take 
him to a specialist,” said the part-
time construction worker as she 
cradles another son.

“if we are injured, the manager en-

sures we get treatment but not when 
our children are hurt. it is fair but 
our children are also with us at the 
site because we have no choice. We 
cannot afford to rent a place or pay 
a child minder,” said thary, whose 
husband is a tile layer.

considered skilled workers, chan-
sa and thary earn $10 to $15 a day 
but they barely make ends meet by 
salary day, which is twice a month.

“most of our salary is cut from the 
debt we owe the supervisor, having 
borrowed for emergency reasons,” 
thary said.

construction workers are deemed 
informal workers which makes their 
wages an unregulated matter. How-
ever, the law stipulates some form 
of protection as contractors are re-
quired to sign site liability insurance.

“We heard about the law on so-
cial media but we don’t know what 
it means to us. the government 
should talk to us about it, so we 
know our rights,” chansa said.

the law does not overtly specify 
the future of workers living on-site 
although Sophara has once said that 
they are not allowed to following the 
building disasters.

However, Siv pheng assures that 
structural design and safety precau-
tions as required by the law will pro-
tect them as they work.

He said construction controllers 
regularly go to the ground to ex-
plain to supervisors with illustrated 
guidebooks on site safety and pro-
tection for workers.

“Some supervisors have limited 
knowledge, so we explain to them 
with pictures but we have stopped 
temporarily since covid-19.

“the controllers also check permis-
sions, contractors and if they are ad-
hering to technical specifications. the 
law is little strict but the buildings will 
have quality and are safe,” he said.

and that is the overarching wish. 
but until the law shows its full might, 
the industry will remain subservient 
to the norms cultivated over de-
cades, and quite possibly averse to 
change.

impacts of the coviD-19 outbreak on cambodia’s
 main growth drivers and employment

Source: Cambodian authorities and World Bank staff estimates.
Note: 1. Wage employment.

Plaster ceiling worker Out Chantea, 35, saves some money to send home by staying in 
one of the unfinished homes with his friends. sAngeethA AmArthAlingAm

Phnok Chansa settles down for a chat afer 10 hours of tile laying while her daughter 
cycles the evening away sAngeethA AmArthAlingAm



With sectors across 
the board taking 
huge hits and the 
borders closed, 

Cambodia’s small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) ramped 
up production to help ensure 
the Kingdom’s food security 
and their own survival. 

While many businesses 
stood at a critical crossroads as 
the Covid-19 pandemic pum-
melled economies, local food 
processing SMEs capitalised on 
shrinking imports due to the 
crisis and increased output to 
meet the needs of the domestic 
market.

“the Covid-19 outbreak has 
had an impact on the tourism 
and textiles sectors, but it has 
not affected SMEs involved in 
food processing,” Federation of 
Association of  Small and Me-
dium Enterprises of Cambodia 
(FASMEC) president Oknha te 
taing Por told The Post on the 
sidelines of the “Cambodian 
Small and Medium Enterprises 

Championship Competition” 
jointly organised by FASMEC 
and PLMP Venture Capital in 
Phnom Penh recently.

“Domestic production and 
sales are much better than 
before. Previously, we only 
thought about importing  
food products, but during the 

Covid-19 outbreak, we put a 
focus on local sales. So locally 
produced food products are 
selling better now,” he added.

Small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) around the 
globe were hit hard by the 
crisis – forcing many to scale 
down their operations or aban-
don production entirely.  

A slew of woes – sluggish 
demand for finished goods as 
borders were shut, a scarcity of 
raw materials and cross-border 
travel restrictions – dented the 
manufacturing sector in many 
economies. 

And Cambodia was no ex-
ception. Several sectors such as 
tourism, entertainment, retail 
and manufacturing all suffered 
similar predicaments. 

A wobbling manufacturing 
sector shuttered factories in 
the Kingdom and muted once 
noisy production lines this 
year.  

the Ministry of Labour and 
Vocational training in its July 

report said some 430 factories 
and tourism businesses ceased 
operations, which eventually 
led to around 150,000 workers 
losing their jobs across the 
Kingdom.

But food processing 
SMEs are telling a dif-
ferent story – their led-
gers are in the black. 

Many demon-
strated determined 
resilience, skirting 
around the downturn 

on the back of soaring domes-
tic demand for food items. 

there were spikes in demand 
for products such as fish and 
soy sauce, noodles, hand sani-
tiser, dried fish, drinking water 

and face masks.
there are an 

estimated 530,000 
SMEs across the 
country, employ-
ing nearly 1.2 mil-
lion workers and 
contributing about 

58 per cent to the Kingdom’s 
GDP. 

According to taing Por, 
around 40 per cent of SMEs in 
the Kingdom are involved in 
food production. 

SMEs dominate almost all 
key sectors – from services, in-
dustries, agriculture and trade 
to manufacturing.  

the jump in domestic 
consumption for food items  
not only helped the survival of 
many SMEs but also aided in 
slashing the Kingdom’s food 
import bills. 

“When imports from 
neighbouring countries were 
reduced, Cambodia’s SMEs 
started to produce more food to 
supply the local market.

“Each year, we import some 
$5-6 billion worth of food 
products but with more local 
production, we managed to 
reduce the outflow of money 
[foreign exchange] and this 
has contributed to the national 
economy,” said taing Por. 

SMEs step up to boost economy and 
help ensure Kingdom’s food security  

There are more than half a million SMEs in the Kingdom. hong menea There were spikes in demand for a number of products. hong menea Cambodia’s SMEs have produced more food for the local market. hong menea

FASMEC president Oknha Te Taing Por. HEAN RANGSEY 

As imports fell due to measures to combat the Covid-19 outbreak, food producers enjoyed brisk business spurred by rising domestic consumption. hong menea 
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”
each year, we import 
some $5-6 billion 
of food products, 
but with more local 
production, we have 
managed to reduce 
the outflow of money  
Te Taing Por/ FaSmeC 
preSident 

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus smes 
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Will biden be a one-term president?
Joe biden, the oldest person 

ever to win the US presidency, 
will celebrate his 78th birthday 
on november 20.

if he were to run and be re-elected 
in 2024, he would be 86 at the end of 
a second term in 2029.

With two months to go before he 
even gets the keys to the oval office, 
Washington insiders are already ask-
ing – will he be a one-term president?

Throughout his campaign against 
donald Trump, biden – a “lion of 
American history”, according to his 
former boss, barack obama – has 
remained purposefully vague about 
his future plans.

When asked by AbC news in Au-
gust if the idea of serving for eight 
years was on his internal radar, biden 
replied: “Absolutely.”

but before that, in April, at a fund-
raising event, he told donors that he 
saw himself as a “transition candi-
date” – a phrase that raised eyebrows 
and fuelled speculation.

Was he trying to say he was the best 
placed to shut the book on Trumpism, 
because of his decades of political ex-
perience and his empathetic nature, 
but would then pass the torch to a new 
generation of democrats in 2024?

it goes without saying that many 
of the party’s new, bright faces were 
not even alive when biden was first 
elected to the US Senate in 1972.

or was he simply talking about 
transition in a broader sense, with-
out meaning to offer any outlook on 
the future?

A few days after securing the presi-
dency over Trump, biden’s sister val-
erie – who has played a key role in his 
political career but generally remains 
out of the public eye – expressed con-
fidence he would seek re-election.

So, what did he mean by “transition 
candidate” then?

She told Axios on HBO that he was 

“transitional in that he’s bringing in 
all these young people and bringing 
[us] back again [so] we’re not a di-
vided country”.

Above all, one thing is clear – biden 
is trying to maintain a maximum of 
political capital going forward. 

no one can run for the White 
House and explicitly say it’s for one 
term, after all. That would weaken 
his position and open the door – too 

quickly and too widely – to an all-out 
succession battle within the party.

‘Sense of legitimacy’
For presidential historian Julian 

Zelizer, a professor at Princeton Uni-
versity, there is “no value” in biden 
making his plans clear too early.

He told AFP: “in this age of polari-
sation, you need to use every bit of 
muscle – including the threat of re-

election – to move bills.”
in US history, the number of presi-

dents who did not run for a second 
term is relatively low.

James Polk, who served from 1845 
to 1849, campaigned on the fact that 
he would not run again – and he kept 
his promise. but politics in the mid-
19th century little resemble the cir-
cus in present-day Washington.

The only example in modern US 

history is Lyndon b Johnson, who 
was catapulted into the White House 
in 1963 when John F Kennedy was 
assassinated.

Johnson easily won his own term 
in the 1964 election against repub-
lican barry Goldwater, but in march 
1968, with the US weary of the viet-
nam War and progressive democrats 
challenging him, he said he would 
not run again. AFP

report says russia, China 
‘cyber threats’ target Canada
STATe-SPonSored pro-
grammes from China, russia, 
iran and north Korea pose the 
greatest high-tech threats to 
Canada, a report from the 
nation’s authority on cyber secu-
rity warned on november 18.

“The number of cyber threat 
actors is rising, and they are 
becoming more sophisticated”, 
the Canadian Centre for Cyber 
Security said.

The centre found that those 
four countries are very likely 
attempting to build up capaci-
ties to disrupt key Canadian 
infrastructure – like the electric-
ity supply – to further their 
goals.

The report said they are also 
expected to target intellectual 
property related to the battle 
against the coronavirus pan-
demic in order to boost their 
own response to the conta-
gion.

Threats against Canadians 
and their companies include 
cyber spying and online influ-
ence campaigns.

“The most sophisticated 
capabilities belong to state-

sponsored cyber threat actors 
who are motivated by econom-
ic, ideological and geopolitical 
goals,” the centre said.

“We assess that almost cer-
tainly the state-sponsored pro-
grammes of China, russia, iran 
and north Korea pose the great-
est state-sponsored cyber 
threats to Canadian individuals 
and organisations,” it added.

That said, many other states 
are rapidly developing their 
own cyber threats.

State-sponsored attackers are 
expected to continue to “con-
duct commercial espionage 
against Canadian businesses, 
academia, and governments”, 
the centre said.

it further warned that the 
pandemic has led to a jump in 
teleworking and online activity 
in general for Canadians, a trend 
that will continue and could 
expose people to an evolving 
array of cyber threats.

Canadians lost over C$43 mil-
lion (US$32.9 million) to cyber-
crime fraud last year, according 
to statistics from the Canadian 
AntiFraud Centre. AFP

Hundreds rally against Chile’s leader
HUndredS of people protested in Chile’s 
capital Santiago on november 18 to 
demand the resignation of President 
Sebastian Pinera over police repression of 
the country’s social protests.

Police fired tear gas and water cannon to 
keep around 500 protesters from approach-
ing the moneda presidential palace.

The demonstrators blocked the capital’s 
main Alameda thoroughfare near the pal-
ace for about two hours, leaving rush-hour 
commuters affected by the tear gas.

The protest came three weeks after Chil-
eans voted overwhelmingly in a referen-
dum to replace the constitution inherited 
from the 1973-1990 dictatorship of Augus-
to Pinochet, blamed for the South Ameri-
can country’s glaring inequalities.

The referendum was a key demand after 
months of demonstrations that left more 
than 30 dead broke out in october last year, 
initially against rising public transport fares 
but quickly mushrooming into wider anger 
at social inequality.

despite an almost 80 per cent approval 
for the change, 37-year-old Alex Acuna told 
AFP he was taking part in the demonstration 
because “nothing has been achieved” yet.

He said: “Pinera has always been asked to 
resign from the beginning because of eve-
rything that has happened in the social 
explosion, like the systematic human rights 
violations.

“There have been deaths, a number of 
people left with eye trauma, and no one is 
responsible! The high command never 
goes to court or to prison.”

minister of the interior and Public Secu-
rity victor Perez resigned earlier this month 
after Congress approved a constitutional 
charge against him over police handling of 
the protests, after it was widely condemned 
by human rights organisations.

danae Cariqueo, another protester, said 
the anti-government demonstrations 
would continue.

“You can’t let go of the street, it’s where 
the people make themselves heard,” the 
27-year-old said.

“That is why they are so afraid of us and 
repress us as they are doing. We’ll continue 
until it’s over and everything changes.” 
AFP

US President-elect Joe Biden speaks to the media after a virtual roundtable with frontline health workers in Wilmington, Delaware, on Wednesday. AFP

A demonstrator holds a sign reading ‘Amnesty for political prisoners’ next to riot police during a 
protest against Chilean President Sebastian Pinera’s government in Santiago on Wednesday. AFP
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ASEAN

Thai police HQ hit with projectiles

malaysia signs accord with 
China over Covid-19 vaccine

Ambassador: 
vietnam backs 
UnSC reformT

HoUSAndS of democracy activists 
marched on Thailand’s police head-
quarters (HQ) in bangkok on novem-
ber 18, defacing the compound walls 

with brightly coloured paint, a day after cha-
otic protests left more than 50 injured.

The kingdom has been rocked by months of 
protests demanding constitutional reform, 
the removal of Prime minister Prayut Chan-
o-cha and even changes to the untouchable 
monarchy.

Protesters – numbering some 20,000 accord-
ing to an AFP estimate – packed a major inter-
section in the heart of bangkok’s shopping and 
commercial district, after their leaders vowed to 
step up the movement.

After daubing anti-royal slogans on walls and 
the road, they marched on the heavily-defended 
national police HQ – led by a clown and a pa-
rade of giant inflatable rubber ducks.

They were accompanied by a buddhist monk 
giving the three-fingered salute borrowed from 
the Hunger Games movies that has become em-
blematic of the youth-led protest movement.

Some protesters threw glass bottles and paint 
bombs over the walls of police HQ, which was 
barricaded with dumper trucks, concrete blocks 
and razor wire.

others hurled paint at the outside walls, leav-
ing them plastered with bright yellows and 
blues, while others used water pistols to squirt 
paint into the compound.

Fearing trouble, many protesters came 
equipped with helmets, goggles and gas masks, 
but after the impromptu paint job, they dis-
persed peacefully around 8:30pm (1330 GmT).

Prominent protest leader Jatupat boonpattara-
saksa called a new rally on november 25 outside 
the Crown Property bureau, which manages the 
hugely wealthy monarchy’s estates.

november 18’s protest came a day after the 
most violent confrontations since the move-
ment began in July, as police used tear gas and 
irritant-laced water cannon on protesters try-

ing to reach parliament, and democracy activ-
ists clashed with royalists.

more than 50 people were injured, six of them 
with gunshot wounds, according to medical of-
ficials, though it is not clear who was respon-
sible for the shooting. 

‘Keep fighting’
Prime minister Prayut has urged protesters to 

refrain from violence, but ruled out introducing 
another emergency decree – like the one ban-
ning public gatherings of more than four people 
which spanned a week last month.

but there is little sign the demonstrators are 
prepared to back down.

“We should not be afraid – this is just a tran-
sitional moment in our history,” Sirapop Poom-
puengpoot, another student leader, told the 
crowd on november 18.

“People are working for us in parliament and 
the rest is up to us – keep fighting.”

Police say they did not fire either live rounds 
or rubber bullets on november 17, and they are 
investigating who was behind the shootings of 
six people, which happened about 300m from 
the main protest zone near parliament.

The Thai Human rights Lawyers Association 
slammed police tactics, saying they were “not in 
accordance with international procedure to dis-
perse demonstrations”.

In new York, the Un called for authorities to 
exercise restraint.

“It’s very important that the government of 
Thailand refrain from the use of force and en-
sure the full protection of all people in Thai-
land who are exercising a fundamental peace-
ful right to protest,” Un spokesman Stephane 
dujarric said. AFP

mALAYSIA and China have 
signed an agreement to deep-
en cooperation over the de-
velopment of and accessibil-
ity to a Covid-19 vaccine.

The agreement, which was 
signed virtually by malaysian 
minister of Science, Technol-
ogy and Innovation Khairy 
Jamaluddin and his Chinese 
counterpart Wang Zhigang 
on november 18, aims to 
forge greater collaboration 
between both countries to 
combat the pandemic.

The agreement will be oper-
ationalised under the supervi-
sion of a high-level committee 
that will be chaired by minister 
of Foreign Affairs Hishammud-
din Hussein and his Chinese 
counterpart Wang Yi as agreed 
upon on october 13 this year.

In a november 18 joint state-
ment, the foreign and science 
ministries said Khairy and 
Wang had agreed to increase 
collaboration in address-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic 
through science diplomacy.

The ministries said: “The 
agreement provides for ma-
laysia to be given priority 
access to Covid-19 vaccines 
developed by China, knowl-
edge sharing and expertise as 
well as facilitate scientific and 
technological capabilities to 
advance vaccine develop-
ment in both countries.

“both countries will also 
support the participation of 
their public and private sec-
tors including universities, 

institutions, societies, and 
organisations in joint collab-
orative projects.”

They added that both gov-
ernments agreed to support 
and encourage their enter-
prises to establish all-round 
cooperation in vaccine re-
search and development, as 
well as supply.

The agreement was to re-
main in force for an initial 
five-year period and would 
be automatically extended 
for another one year each at a 
time upon mutual agreement 
by both parties.

Hishammuddin said in a 
tweet: “Great step forward for 

malaysia-China relations in 
the post-pandemic era. vac-
cine priority, along with other 
bilateral economic, social and 
cultural matters is part of a 
wider overarching framework 
under the high level com-
mittee co-chaired by Foreign 
minister Wang Yi and me.”

Khairy, who tweeted about 
the signing of the bilateral 
agreement, also said that he 
had discussed a mutually ac-
cepted blockchain-enabled 
digital health passport to fa-
cilitate a travel corridor for 
vaccinated citizens from both 
countries. THE STAR (MALAYSIA)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

vIeTnAm supports the reform of the Un Se-
curity Council (UnSC) to ensure representa-
tion, democracy, transparency and efficiency, 
said vietnamese ambassador dang dinh Quy, 
head of the vietnamese mission to the Un.

Addressing the 27th plenary meeting of the 
Un General Assembly on november 16-17 on 
UnSC reform, Quy stressed vietnam’s sup-
port for an increase in the number of UnSC 
permanent and non-permanent members in 
order to ensure fair representation of region-
al groups, especially for underrepresented 
groups and developing countries.

He underlined the need to take into account 
the role and contributions of countries in main-
taining international peace and security when 
considering the selection of new members.

The intergovernmental negotiations (IGn) 
needs to focus on the Un’s long-term goals 
and visions, he said, noting that negotiations 
should be sincere and mutually respectful 
while trying to find common ground to pro-
mote negotiations towards gaining extensive 
support on this important issue.

Participants at the event agreed that it is 
necessary to promote IGn in order to speed 
up the reform of UnSC in a practical manner.

The reform of UnSC focuses on five clusters, 
including the question of the use of the veto 
power, categories of membership, regional 
representation, size and working methods, 
and the relationship between the Un General 
Assembly and UnSC.

Since its founding in 1945, the UnSC has un-
dergone the first reform in 1965 with the num-
ber of non-permanent members increasing 
from six to 10. The Un General Assembly passed 
resolution 47/62 to initiate discussion on the 
UnSC reform in 1998, and decision no 62/557 
on IGn in 2008 to begin discussion in detail on 
this topic. VIET NAM NEWS/ ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Pro-democracy protesters pose for photos next to the paint-splattered sign for the police headquarters during 
an anti-government rally in Bangkok on Wednesday. AFP

Malaysian Minister of Science, Technology and Innovation Khairy 
Jamaluddin. THE STAR (MALAYSIA)
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Opinion

T
He Covid-19 pandemic that 
has been ravaging our plan-
et for almost a year now has 
not only killed at least 1.33 

million people, caused an explosion 
of unemployment and deprived 
hundreds of millions of children 
around the world of schooling, it has 
probably also provoked deep dis-
ruptions in the world’s economy, the 
long-term impact of which promises 
to be far-reaching.

This is true geographically – by the 
end of next year, according to fore-
casts by the organisation for eco-
nomic Cooperation and Develop-
ment (oeCD), the US economy will 
be the same size as it was in 2019 but 
China’s will be 10 per cent larger. 

It is also true between sectors: 
while hospitality, the travel industry 
or the entertainment world have 
experienced a collapse of their activi-
ties, some companies have found 
business booming in the new nor-
mal. This is especially the case for the 
tech giants who have seen huge gains 
as the world has gone almost entirely 
online for working, shopping, school-
ing and socialising. Take Amazon – it 
reported that its net sales increased 
by an impressive 40 per cent in the 
second quarter of its fiscal year com-
pared to the same time last year, 
totalling $88.9 billion.

Ironically, these multinational dig-
ital companies are also the champi-
ons of tax avoidance. The GAFA, as 
they are called – Google, Apple, Face-
book and Amazon – are not the only 
ones who do not pay taxes according 
to their activities, but, because they 
are dematerialised, they are able to 
exploit the loopholes in the interna-
tional tax system more easily. by 
manipulating transactions between 
their subsidiaries, they are reporting 
record profits in tax havens and very 
low ones – when not losses – in coun-
tries with higher corporate taxes, 
even though they are actually operat-
ing extensively in the latter.

every year, the world is losing over 
$427 billion in fiscal resources to 
international corporate tax abuse, as 
just revealed by The State of Tax Jus-
tice 2020, a report launched jointly by 
Tax Justice network, Public Services 
International and the Global Alliance 
for Tax Justice. It means that coun-
tries around the world are on average 
losing 9.2 per cent of their health 
budgets to tax havens every year. 
Cambodia loses the equivalent of 
7.89 per cent of what it spends for 

health, an amount that would allow 
paying the yearly salaries of nearly 
11,000 nurses.

of the $427 billion, multinational 
corporations are to blame for nearly 
$245 billion, thanks to the practice – 
mostly legal – of “profit-shifting” 
described above. Wealthy individuals 
have absconded with the astonishing 
remaining $182 billion, through the 
hiding of undeclared assets and 
incomes in tax havens, beyond the 
reach of the law.

Already scandalous, this situation 
has become more unbearable than 
ever while the global economy is 
plunging into the worst recession 
since the Great Depression. In its lat-
est report on the east Asia and Pacific 
region, the World bank predicted an 
annual contraction of activity 
between 3.5 and 4.8 per cent, with the 
emergence of a class of “new Covid 
poor” for the first time in 20 years. 
even with the inclusion of China, 
which has seen a better than expected 
recovery from the pandemic, the 
organisation expects the region to 
grow between 0.3 and 0.9 per cent this 
year, the lowest rate since the 1960s.

As everywhere in the world, building 
back will have a cost. It means more 
money for public services, which have 

been hard hit by this crisis, especially 
the health and education sectors. but 
it will also require countries to spend 
more on boosting employment and 
helping small businesses, while 
investing in preventing future pan-
demics and fighting climate change – 
a perspective that sows panic in many 
governments, which speak of empty 
coffers and are instead tempted by 
austerity programmes.

It is time for those who have the 
most to pay the most. The oeCD has 
been promising for years to put an 
end to the aberrations that allow the 
richest and multinationals to escape 
their tax obligations. but a mis-
placed sense that national interest is 
served by protecting multinationals 
has prevailed over global public 
needs, and the publication, last 
month, of the organisation’s com-
plex and disappointing proposals 
showed that no major changes are 
expected in the coming months.

In this context, governments should 
move regionally or unilaterally to 
introduce interim measures to raise 
immediate tax revenues, as suggested 
by the Independent Commission for 
the reform of International Corporate 
Taxation (ICrICT), of which I am a 
member. They should, for example, 

apply a higher corporate tax rate to 
large corporations in oligopolised sec-
tors with excess rates of return.

And since multinationals have 
owners – even if they are often in hid-
ing – there is also an urgent need to 
rethink the taxation of individuals in 
a more progressive way. Indeed, 
world’s billionaires did very well dur-
ing the pandemic, increasing their 
wealth by more than a quarter (27.5 
per cent) from April to July, as 
unveiled recently in a report by Swiss 
bank UbS. It also means establishing 
comprehensive public registers of the 
beneficial owners of companies, 
trusts and foundations to stop tax 
evasion from flourishing.

From multinational corporations to 
the wealthiest individuals, govern-
ments now have the technical means 
to track down tax evaders. It is time 
for them to demonstrate their politi-
cal will. The costs of the pandemic 
are already being borne dispropor-
tionately by the poorest and most 
vulnerable. The economic burden of 
rescue packages should not fall on 
them either.

The writer is former treasurer and deputy 
prime minister of Australia and a member of 
the Independent Commission for the Reform of 
International Corporate Taxation (ICRICT).

opinion
Wayne Swan

It is time for those who have  
the most to pay the most

The GAFA, as they are called – Google, Apple, Facebook and Amazon – are not the only ones who do not pay taxes according to their activities, 
but, because they are dematerialised, they are able to exploit the loopholes in the international tax system more easily. afp
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Roth Sochieata

W
Hen Uncle Fu 
– a chef from 
Ipoh, malaysia – 
set his sights on 

bringing his renowned ma-
laysian-Singaporean cuisine 
to Cambodia, he entrusted 
a pilot and a stewardess to 
make it happen.

Although they had no ex-
perience in the food and 
beverage industry, victor and 
Christiana Chin jumped on 
the opportunity.

Christiana says: “my husband 
is a pilot. I used to be a stew-
ardess. When we came here we 
actually didn’t have any experi-
ence in opening restaurants.” 

victor adds: “When we re-
ceived a call from the chef, 
my wife went over the financ-
es, how much it would take, 
the current rent and all. We 
discussed it and finally, I said: 
‘Yeah let’s give it a try.’”

They opened on December 
31 last year and it’s hard to 
call the restaurant anything 
but a success, judging from 
customer volume and positive 
reviews. 

Recipes for success
The restaurant’s dishes – 

ranging from salted egg gold-
en prawns to clay pot salted 
fish – are a result of Uncle 
Fu’s extensive culinary travels 
which took him from malay-
sia and Singapore to england, 
the netherlands and the Phil-
ippines over the years.  

victor and Christiana moved 

from malaysia to Cambodia 
in 2015, giving them a head 
start on getting the restaurant 
off the ground. 

Uncle Fu’s is manned by 
two chefs – a malaysian and a 
Cambodian trainee. 

victor tells The Post: “At 
first, we only depended on 
one chef but after we had dis-
cussions with him, we decid-
ed he needed an extra hand. 
He used to train a Cambodian 
chef so we hired him to come 
and work with us.” 

Christiana says: “He is super 
good at cooking. He can cook 
[dishes] perfectly, and even 
better than a malaysian. I really 
appreciate him. He has every-
thing, from a good personality 
to a strong commitment.” 

She says she appreciates all 
the locals who have helped pop-
ularise the restaurant, which 
has an unassuming facade and 
a small, humble interior. 

Christiana personally de-
signed it herself to make it to 
put her customers at ease.

Pandan lamps, creatively 
designed using the shape of 
Cambodia’s national flower, 
the romduol, add bright ac-
cents to the otherwise mini-
malist design. 

“I have a Cambodian friend, 
a pilot’s wife, who taught me 
about this flower. I went to a 
shop and they were able to 
turn it into a light. I really love 
things that are homemade 
and natural,” Christiana says.

Tastefully placed art pieces 
and souvenirs round out the 
look, giving it a simple and el-

egant vibe.
Christiana also avoids plas-

tics of all kinds.
“I love to use recycled prod-

ucts.  For example, for take-
away, instead of plastic boxes, 
I use paper boxes. even plas-
tic straws are a no for me. It’s a 
waste and it’s not good for the 
earth and the sea of course. 
I’m also very particular on 
hygiene.” 

A global melange
Ambiance is important, but 

at Uncle Fu’s, the cuisine is 
king. 

In terms of taste, Chinese 
flavours mingle with local 
Cambodian flourishes to add 
depth to the primarily malay-
sian-Singaporean offerings.

The clay pot dishes and sweet 
and sour chicken, derived from 
Cambodian cuisine, are sure to 
appeal to many locals. 

The owners say they have 
hosted customers from 
around the globe, including 
China, malaysia, Singapore, 
Australia, england, Germany 

and South Africa.
The flagship dishes at Uncle 

Fu’s are the curry fish head, 
the salted egg golden prawns, 
clay pot salted fish with egg-
plant and bak Kut Teh – a 
pork rib soup dish. 

The fish head is cooked in a 
homemade curry paste with as-
sorted vegetables and is one of 
malaysia’s most popular dishes. 

The chef-favourite clay pot 
salted fish with eggplant is 
cooked with minced pork, giv-
ing it a nuanced flavour.

bak Kut Teh is cooked with 
specially selected Chinese 
herbs served with tofu puffs, 
enoki mushrooms and ice-
berg lettuce. 

The dishes range from 
about $5-$13.

Faith in freshness
one of the main selling points 

of Uncle Fu’s is the freshness of 
their meat and seafood.

victor says: “For the meat, we 
don’t keep it more than a week. 
It’s really fresh and so is the sea-
food. All of the fish are fresh from 

the sea and make it to the table 
in approximately six hours.”

He adds: “Some customers 
don’t want it frozen and they 
want to get it fresh, so they 
can pre-order a day before or 
half-day before. A lot of busi-
nessmen want to eat a fresh 
crab from here, so they need 
to book it beforehand.” 

For patrons looking for 
some privacy, two vIP rooms 
are available – one downstairs 
which can fit six people and a 
slightly larger one upstairs.

A regular customer from 
Sri Lanka named Ganya says: 
“When I come here I feel re-
ally comfortable. The food is 
like home-cooked food and 
the atmosphere is very nice. 
I’ve been here around five 
years and I’ve been to many 
restaurants but here the food 
is very tasty. The decoration is 
wonderful as well.”

The owners say customers 
often compliment the chef 
on the unique flavours of the 
dishes served.

but it hasn’t been all smooth 

sailing for Uncle Fu’s. The oc-
tober floods disrupted the sup-
ply chain of fresh fish, making 
it impossible for them to con-
tinue offering some dishes. 

victor says they rely on 
fishermen in Kep and Siha-
noukville.

“During the rainy season, 
the boats don’t go out to sea, 
so how can we get fresh fish? 
There was one week we didn’t 
have any fresh fish. We had 
to tell customers that it’s not 
that we don’t want to offer 
fish, but we had no choice.”

The fish drought was only 
temporary, however, and 
Uncle Fu’s appears to be any-
thing but a passing trend. 
With a time-tested menu and 
an obsession with quality, 
Uncle Fu’s is likely here for 
the long haul.

Uncle Fu’s is open every day 
from 10am to 2pm and from 
5pm to 10:30pm.

It’s located on Street 294 in 
Phnom Penh’s boeng Keng Kang 
I commune and can be reached 
at 010 319 311 or 061 374 554.

Post staff tasting curry fish head, salted egg golden prawns, clay pot salted fish with eggplant and Bak Kut Teh at Uncle Fu Restaurant. yousos ApdoulrAshim

The globally 
inspired dishes 
of Uncle Fu 
find a home in 
capital’s bKK

Owner Christiana Chin designed the interior of Uncle Fu’s to be cosy and relaxing. yousos ApdoulrAshim Uncle Fu’s storefront on Street 294 in Boeng Keng Kang I commune. yousos ApdoulrAshim
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Cross swords with
  5 Capital of Jordan
 10 Hibernation spot
 14 Mexican stew pot
 15 Not a soul
 16 Something to grow on
 17 Punishment rebuttal
 20 Word on both sides of “to”
 21 Patty alternative
 22 Rephrase
 23 Babble on
 24 In a snit
 26 Check line
 29 Constant, as a liar
 32 It occurs in joints
 33 Anguish
 34 Dove call
 36 With almost no provocation
 40 Get free (of)
 41 Partner of ways
 42 French novelist Pierre
 43 Prohibited
 45 Parson
 47 Fabled race loser
 48 Seeing things?

 49 Oktoberfest container
 52 River to the North Sea
 53 The Tiffany network
 56 Phrase of appreciation
 60 Roughly
 61 Acme’s opposite
 62 Aboriginal race
 63 Criticizes (with “down”)
 64 Fork feature
 65 Word in a shop window
DOWN
  1 Gloom’s partner
  2 Forelimb bone
  3 Stylish elegance
  4 Fond du ___, Wis.
  5 Consecrate, in a way
  6 Hop atop
  7 Tony Shalhoub TV role
  8 Tiny crawler
  9 Prefix meaning “new”
 10 Pros with cons
 11 Hurt
 12 Mashhad locale
 13 Collecting Soc. Sec., perhaps
 18 Scottish group
 19 Way out there
 23 Teammate of Gehrig

 24 Fleet members
 25 Twist-apart cookie
 26 Petri dish medium
 27 Theme
 28 Perform better than
 29 Hag
 30 Mythological blood
 31 Raccoon cousin
 33 Do teacher’s homework
 35 Suffix with “psych-”
 37 Build a levee on
 38 Highly valued
 39 Taverns have them on tap
 44 Thick-skinned creatures
 45 Sci-fi man/machine
 46 Smirk’s meaner cousin
 48 Small and spritely
 49 Bit of sign language?
 50 Kind of traffic
 51 Whence the Magi came
 52 Edible corm
 53 Word with “poker” or “blue”
 54 Downfall
 55 “Star Trek” phaser setting
 57 All that a country makes (Abbr.)
 58 Galley tool
 59 An ideal, in Chinese philosophy

“PASS THE ...” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

Swiss ‘hit the slopes’ 
to rescue ski resorts
T

he coronavirus crisis 
shuttered Switzer-
land’s ski resorts in 
the spring, but they 

are banking on tighter pre-
cautions and the Swiss love of 
the mountains to save them 
as the winter season kicks off.

A cable car ride to the top 
of the slopes at verbier, where 
staff wear plastic face shields, 
reveals the extent to which 
the pandemic has impacted 
even the furthest reaches of 
the pristine Alps.

“Wearing face masks is 
mandatory everywhere ex-
cept on the slopes, in order to 
enjoy the great outdoors,” Di-
dier Defago, the 2010 olym-
pic downhill champion now 
president of the Wallis ski lift 
association, told AFP.

With skiing already going 
downhill in recent years ow-
ing to less interest and less 
predictable snowfall, the clo-
sure of the slopes in march 
during the first wave of the 
pandemic left the resorts 
fearing the worst.

but the industry has been 
able to adapt and has avoided 
another closure, even as Swit-
zerland deals with one of the 
worst outbreaks in europe.

The restaurants may be 

shut, but recreational skiers 
from the Wallis region are 
flocking to the slopes as the 
season gets underway.

“Covid is a drag,” acknowl-
edges 40-year-old Ludovic 
Guigoz, wearing a tube scarf 
with an inbuilt virus filter.

“but coming to ski in the 
morning, it’s fine. I feel safe,” 
he said, before setting off down 
the piste with his family.

The resorts and ski lift op-
erators insist everything is 
being done to ensure safety.

“The cable car windows are 
open all day long. ventilation, 
masks, hand gel, distancing,” 
said Laurent vaucher, the Ceo 
of Televerbier, the top ski lift 
firm in French-speaking parts 
of Switzerland.

At verbier, like at other re-
sorts, police patrol the lift 
departure area to make sure 
everyone is respecting the 
anti-Covid measures.

Verbier versus Bali
For now, skiers appear to be 

heeding the call to support 
Swiss stations.

by the end of october, 
110,000 people had already 
signed up for the 749 Swiss 
franc ($820) magic Pass, an 
annual unlimited ski lift ac-

cess at 30 resorts.
The scheme was launched 

three years ago to try to com-
bat the continuing decline in 
the number of skiers.

“The baby-boomers were 
keen on skiing, and there 
were lots of them,” Laurent 
vanat, author of an annual 
report on the world skiing 
market, told AFP.

but, he said: “The subse-
quent generations have been 
smaller [in number], and 
partly descended from immi-
grants, and therefore without 
ski culture.

“That means that the 
younger generations gener-
ated fewer skiers – but that 
doesn’t mean they don’t ski.”

Gregory Quin, a sports his-
torian at the University of 
Lausanne, said skiing had 
taken a hit from the emer-
gence of low-cost air travel 
and diversification of tour-
ism.

Skiing “is very expensive 
and has to compete against 
alternative activities”, he 
pointed out, but noted that 
the pandemic could help shift 
the dynamic.

“The Swiss might learn to 
prefer going to verbier over 
bali.” AFP

A skier wearing a protective face mask is seen on a ski slope above the resort of Verbier in the Swiss Alps. AFP

Skiers, some wearing protective face masks, ride a ski lift before hitting the slopes during the first snows of 
the season. AFP
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mets star Cano suspended for
162 games for doping violation
new York mets second baseman rob-
inson Cano was banned 162 games 
after testing positive for the banned 
steroid Stanozolol in a second major 
League baseball (mLb) doping viola-
tion, mLb said on november 18.

“The office of the Commissioner of 
baseball announced today that new 
York mets second baseman robinson 
Cano has received a 162-game sus-
pension without pay after testing 
positive for Stanozolol, a perform-
ance-enhancing substance, in viola-
tion of major League baseball’s Joint 
Drug Prevention and Treatment Pro-
gramme,” an mLb statement said.

“The suspension of Cano, who was 
previously suspended for a violation 
of the programme on may 15, 2018, 
will commence at the start of the 2021 
regular season.”

Cano’s suspension without pay will 
cost him $24 million in salary.

Cano was with the Seattle mariners 
when he was suspended in 2018 after 
testing positive for the diuretic furosem-
ide, which can be used as a masking agent 
for performance-enhancing drugs.

“we were extremely disappointed 
to be informed about robinson’s sus-
pension for violating major League 
baseball’s Joint Drug Prevention and 
Treatment Programme,” mets presi-
dent Sandy Alderson said in a state-
ment. “The violation is very unfortu-
nate for him, the organisation, our 
fans, and the sport.

“The mets fully support mLb’s efforts 
toward eliminating performance 
enhancing substances from the game.”

Cano, 38, was suspended for 80 
games in 2018, saying at the time he 
was prescribed furosemide for a 
“medical ailment” by a doctor in his 
native Dominican republic.

The mets acquired Cano after that 
season in a trade that brought him 
and edwin Diaz to new York in 
exchange for Jay bruce and star pros-
pect Jarred Kelenic.

In his first season with the mets, 
Cano hit just .256 as he landed repeat-
edly on the injured list. but he rebound-
ed in the pandemic-shortened 2020 
campaign, playing 49 of 60 games and 
hitting .316 with 10 home runs.

Cano’s suspension will cost him his 
2021 salary. AFP

medvedev destroys Djokovic 

Lukaku fires belgium to 
nations League finals 
as Italy also secure spot

DAnIIL medvedev shocked novak 
Djokovic in straight sets to book 
a place in the last four at the ATP 
Finals on november 18 as former 
champion Alexander Zverev got his 
campaign up and running.

The russian fourth seed went toe to 
toe with the world no1, winning 6-3, 
6-3 in an absorbing, energy-sapping 
contest at London’s empty o2 Arena.

earlier, German fifth-seed Zverev 
beat Diego Schwartzman 6-3, 4-6, 
6-3, bouncing back from defeat to 
medvedev in his opening Group To-
kyo 1970 match.

Top seed Djokovic is seeking to match 
the record of six-time winner roger 

Federer, who is absent from the season-
ending tournament with an injury.

but medvedev, who won the Paris 
masters last week, beat Djokovic at 
his own game, grinding him down in 
a near-flawless defensive display.

The giant russian earned a clutch 
of early break points and eventually 
made one count in the seventh game, 
which lasted 11 gruelling minutes.

The 24-year-old held serve eas-
ily in the next game and seized the 
opening set 6-3 when a rattled Djok-
ovic double-faulted.

An increasingly confident medve-
dev broke the 17-time Grand Slam 
champion again at the start of the 

second set to win his sixth game in a 
row in the round-robin match.

Djokovic stopped the rot on his own 
serve but was able to force just one break 
point, which he could not convert.

The victory takes medvedev 
through to the semi-finals but five-
time winner Djokovic still has a 
chance to progress in a shootout 
with Zverev on november 20.

“Always I like to pay novak, first of 
all because he’s one of the greatest 
champions in the history of our sport 
and when I was eight years old I was 
already watching him on Tv winning 
Grand Slams,” said medvedev.

“He was still young – so it was always a 
dream come true to play against him.”

“I was serving good and playing safe 
enough in the most important mo-
ments and that’s why I got the win,” 
said the russian, who lost all three of 
his matches on his debut last year.

Zverev out of sorts
Zverev, the 2018 champion, looked 

out of sorts in his straight-sets defeat 
against medvedev on november 16.

He again struggled to find early 
rhythm in the early match in London.

The big-serving German was bro-
ken by Schwartzman in the third 
game but turned the tables with two 
breaks of his own to take the set.

Zverev who stands 28cm taller than 
Schwartzman, appeared to be in con-
trol in the second set but stumbled 
twice on serve as his 28-year-old op-
ponent levelled the match.

Zeverv broke with a fine backhand 
volley to seal the win. AFP

r
omeLu Lukaku 
helped fire belgium 
into the uefa nations 
League finals by scor-

ing twice in a 4-2 win over Den-
mark on november 18, while 
Italy also secured a place in the 
last four with victory away to 
bosnia and Herzegovina.

The world’s no 1 ranked 
side, belgium only required 
a draw from their last League 
A, Group 2 game at home to 
Denmark behind closed doors 
in Leuven and took an early 
lead through Youri Tielemans.

Jonas wind equalised for 
Denmark, but Lukaku got a 
second-half double and Kevin 
De bruyne made sure of the 
victory for roberto martinez’s 
side after Thibaut Courtois 
allowed a nacer Chadli back-
pass to squirm under his leg 
and in for an own goal.

Italy secured first place in 
Group 1 with a 2-0 triumph 
in Sarajevo thanks to a goal 
in each half from Torino’s An-
drea belotti and Domenico 
berardi of Sassuolo.

That ensured they finished 
a point ahead of the nether-
lands, who came from behind 

to beat Poland 2-1 away with 
captain Georginio wijnaldum 
scoring the winner after mem-
phis Depay’s penalty cancelled 
out Kamil Jozwiak’s opener.

Italy and belgium join 
Spain and world Cup holders 
France in a final tournament 
which is expected to be held 
in Italy in october next year. 

before the finals, european 
national teams will start their 
2022 world Cup qualifying 
campaign in march and then 
the delayed euro 2020 is set to 
go ahead next June and July.

england have more than 
one eye on that tournament, 
with the semi-finals and fi-
nal scheduled for wembley, 
and Gareth Southgate’s team 
rounded out their nations 
League campaign with a 4-0 
win over Iceland.

Declan rice and mason 
mount scored in the first half 
and manchester City’s Phil 
Foden got his first interna-
tional goals with a late brace 
as england had three players 
aged 21 or younger score in 
the same match for the first 
time since 1883.

“It was a very difficult game. 

All the players were hearing 
messages that this is mean-
ingless and there was nothing 
to play for but they did play for 
it,” Southgate told Sky Sports.

birkir mar Saevarsson was 
sent off for Iceland who, like 
bosnia, are relegated and will 
compete in League b in the 
next edition. 

Wales prevails
wales won promotion to 
League A with a 3-1 win over 
10-man Finland in Cardiff that 
allowed them to top Group b4.

Despite manager ryan 
Giggs being missing after his 
recent arrest on suspicion 
of assaulting his girlfriend, 
wales came good with goals 
from Harry wilson, Daniel 
James and Kieffer moore.

Teemu Pukki netted for Fin-
land, who had left-back Jere 
uronen sent off after just 12 
minutes.

winning their group also im-
proves wales’ chances of secur-
ing a place in the 2022 world 
Cup qualifying play-offs, as the 
two best group winners in the 
nations League are guaran-
teed play-off places if they don’t 

make it via the usual route.
while wales go up, Scotland 

missed out on promotion from 
League b, Group 2 after losing 
1-0 in Israel, their second con-
secutive loss since clinching 
qualification for euro 2020.

manor Solomon’s first-half 
goal sunk the Scots, and the 
Czech republic won promo-
tion at their expense after 
beating Slovakia 2-0.

“we are all disappointed 
with the way the week’s fin-
ished,” Scotland manager 

Steve Clarke told Sky Sports.
“It’s been an historic week 

for Scottish football. There 
was no lack of endeavour. It 
was similar to the game on 
Sunday [1-0 loss in Slovakia], 
just a little lack of quality 
in the final third meant we 
couldn’t get a goal.”

Also securing promotion to 
the top tier were Austria, who 
drew 1-1 with a norway side 
deprived of stars erling braut 
Haaland and martin odegaard 
after being ordered to quaran-

tine because of a positive coro-
navirus test in their squad.

Hungary won promotion 
too thanks to a 2-0 victory 
over Turkey combined with 
a 5-0 hammering for russia 
at the hands of Serbia.

The republic of Ireland 
avoided relegation to League C 
after drawing 0-0 with bulgar-
ia, but northern Ireland and 
Turkey were among the sides 
to go down, while montenegro, 
Armenia, Slovenia and Albania 
go up to the second level. AFP

Belgium’s goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois (left) fights for the ball with Denmark’s forward Martin Braithwaite 
(centre) during a Uefa Nations League football match between Belgium and Denmark on Wednesday. AFP

Russia’s Daniil Medvedev beat Novak Djokovic in straight sets at the ATP Finals. AFP

Robinson Cano, the second-baseman for 
the New York Mets, will miss 162 games 
without pay after testing positive for 
Stanozolol, a performance-enhancing 
substance. AFP
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