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Mom Kunthear

SOUS Yara, a 47-year-old 
National Assembly member 
who tested positive for Covid-19 
following a visit by Hungarian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade Peter Szijjarto on Novem-
ber 3, has recovered and been 
discharged from the Khmer-
Soviet Friendship Hospital.

Another Covid-19 patient 
who was not involved in the 
November 3 visit was also dis-
charged from the hospital on 
November 16. In a press release 
on November 17, the Ministry 
of Health said the patient was 
a 31-year-old Cambodian 
woman who arrived from 
Japan on October 19.

Both patients tested negative 

twice before being discharged.
Health ministry spokes-

woman Or Vandine told The 
Post on November 17 that Yara 
had recovered fast thanks to 
his strong overall health. 

“It depends on the response 
of human organs during treat-
ment. The treatment is always 
different from one human to 
another. We’ve also had others 

who recovered quickly,” she said.
The other three patients 

involved in the November 3 
visit remained hospitalised, 
according to the ministy.

In the same press release, the 
ministry also announced it 
had detected another Covid-
19 patient – a 56-year-old

Niem Chheng

T
HE World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) on November 17 
launched its Global Strategy 
to Accelerate the Elimination 

of Cervical Cancer, an initiative which 
prioritises vaccination, screening 
and treatment of the disease. 

In a press release, the WHO said 
the successful implementation of 

these three steps could reduce more 
than 40 per cent of new cases of the 
disease and prevent up to five mil-
lion related deaths by 2050.

WHO director-general Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said: “Elimi-
nating any cancer would have once 
seemed an impossible dream, but 
we now have the cost-effective, 
evidence-based tools to make that 
dream a reality. 

“But we can only eliminate cervical 
cancer as a public health problem if 
we match the power of the tools we 
have with unrelenting determina-
tion to scale up their use globally.” 

Cervical cancer, which the WHO 
said is a preventable and curable dis-
ease if detected early and adequately 
treated, is the fourth most com-
mon form of cancer among women 
worldwide. If more steps are not tak-

en to contain the disease, new cases 
of cervical cancer are estimated to 
increase from 570,000 to 700,000 
between 2018 and 2030, with an-
nual deaths expected to jump from 
311,000 to 400,000, it said.

Cases of cervical cancer are 
nearly twice as high in low- and 
middle-income countries com-
pared to high-income nations, and 
death rates are three times higher, 

according to the press release.
The WHO said Covid-19 has com-

plicated the issue by preventing peo-
ple from getting vaccinated, screened 
and treated. Restrictions on travel 
and border closures have reduced the 
availability of supplies and prevented 
skilled biomedical engineers from be-
ing able to maintain equipment. 

WHO seeks to end cervical cancer

New Covid case found, two recover

all clear
a buddhist monk walks past riot police standing guard during an anti-government rally by pro-democracy protesters in the thai capital bangkok 
on tuesday. AFP

ALMOST 100,000 victims of 
sexual abuse that took place 
in the Boy Scouts of America 
(BSA) had come forward by 
Monday evening, the deadline 
to receive compensation from 
the organisation, a lawyer for 
the victims told reporters.  

“As of today, 95,000 claims 
have been filed,” attorney 
Paul Moses said.

The figure, revealing the 
scale of alleged abuse com-
mitted over decades by scout 
leaders, dwarfs the roughly 
11,000 complaints believed to 
have been filed in recent years 
against the Catholic Church.

“It’s by far the largest sexual 
abuse scandal in the US,” Mo-
ses said, adding that scouting 
has long offered a “perfect pe-
tri dish” for paedophiles. 

“Boys have taken an oath 
of loyalty, they are away from 
their parents, in the wilder-
ness. We are devastated by 
the number of lives impact-
ed by past abuse in scouting 
and moved by the bravery of 
those who have come for-
ward,” the scouting organi-
zation said in a statement. 

“We are heartbroken that 
we cannot undo their pain. 
We intentionally developed 
an open, accessible process 
to reach survivors and help 
them take an essential step 
toward receiving compensa-
tion. The response we have 
seen from survivors has been 
gut wrenching. We are deeply 
sorry,” the BSA added.

The group, founded in 1910, 
has 2.2 million members be-

tween the ages of five and 21. 
Rocked by accusations of 

sexual abuse, the BSA filed 
for bankruptcy in February 
in an effort to block settle-
ment claims from hitting 
the organisation directly 
and instead funnelled them 
to a compensation fund. 

The group, which is valued 
at more than $1 billion, has 
not said how much they in-
tend to spend via this fund.

Revelations of misconduct 
in US scouting circles came to 
widespread attention in 2012 
when the Los Angeles Times 
published internal docu-
ments spelling out details of 
decades of sexual abuse. 

Some 5,000 “perversion 
files” were uncovered, iden-
tifying about as many al-
leged culprits among scout 
leadership, including scout 
masters and troop leaders. 

Most incidents were not re-
ported to authorities, and the 
BSA took it upon themselves to 
remove the accused offenders.

Negotiations will now begin 
between victims, the BSA and 
their insurers to determine 
the amounts to be paid.

Moses said it was a “very 
complicated” process that 
could last one or two years.

Moses in 2010 won $20 
million for a former Boy 
Scout abused by his leader.

Multiple cases have been 
filed against the BSA since 
2012, especially after several 
states extended the statute of 
limitations on allegations of 
child sexual assault. AFP

Nearly 100,000 sexual 
abuse claims lodged 
against US Boy Scouts
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Kim Sarom

PREK PNOV district police 
apprehended a fellow police 
officer accused of raping a 
woman in a forest while she 
was waiting for her husband on 
November 12 in Phnom Penh 
Capital’s Prek Pnov district.

Prek Pnov District Police 
chief Chhin Kimthuy said on 
November 17 the suspect, 33, 
a police official, was sent to the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Court 
on the morning of November 
17. But by the evening on the 
same day, he had not yet 
received a detention warrant 
from the Municipal Court.

“We have sent the suspect 
to Municipal Court already, 
but as of now, I have not yet 
heard from the court,” 
Kimthuy said.

An official from the Prek 
Pnov district police said on 
condition of anonymity that 
the victim, 26, and her hus-
band went to harvest the lotus 
in Kob Srov Touch Village 
around 10am.

The official described it as a 
forest area, but not far from 
the road. The victim’s husband 
told her to wait for him at their 
motorbike while he went to 
find lotus root. About 20 min-
utes later, the suspect stopped 
his motorcycle there and 
approached the victim. He 

asked her how many people 
came with her and where did 
they go? At that time, the vic-
tim did not answer.

According to the official, 
the accused pointed a gun at 
the victim and told her to take 
off her clothes. He then raped 
her. 

The police official said the 
victim thought she would 
shout for her husband to come 
and help, but remembering 
the suspect had a gun and she 
pretended to act friendly with 
him. She allegedly told him: 
“Do not tell anyone about this 
and we will meet again. But I 
don’t know how to contact 
you, if I want to meet you. So, 
you give me your [phone] 
number.”

According the official, the 
suspect gave her his phone 
number and drove away on his 
motorcycle. The victim and 
her husband filed a complaint 
at Kouk Roka commune police 
station in Prek Pnov district. 

Authorities told the victim to 
call the suspect to meet again. 
The suspect agreed and drove 
a car to meet. Before reaching 
the meeting place, however, he 
realised it was a trick and tried 
to escape but was chased and 
caught by police.

Police confiscated a gun with 
5 bullets, a Toyota Corolla and 
a mobile phone from him.

Koh Kong on hunt for tree planters 
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The press release said women 
have faced difficulties travelling 
from rural areas to referral cen-
tres for treatment while school 
closures have prevented stu-
dents from receiving vaccines.

“WHO urges all countries 
to ensure that vaccination, 
screening and treatment can 
continue safely, with all nec-
essary precautions,” the press 
release said.

WHO assistant director-
general Dr Princess Nothem-
ba Simelela said: “The fight 
against cervical cancer is also 
a fight for women’s rights: 
the unnecessary suffering 
caused by this preventable 
disease reflects the injustices 
that uniquely affect women’s 
health around the world. To-
gether, we can make history 
to ensure a cervical cancer-
free future.” 

Dr Eav Sokha, the director of 
the National Cancer Centre at 
Calmette Hospital in Phnom 
Penh, said on November 17 
that he did not have con-
certed figures of cancer cases 
in Cambodia. But he said ac-
cording to the WHO, cervical 
cancer affects Cambodian 
women more than any other 
type of cancer. 

Sokha estimated that ev-
ery year, between 1,500 to 
2,500 Cambodian women 
are diagnosed with cervical 
cancer and about 60 per cent 
die of the disease. 

“Mostly, [the] women did 

not come to get treatment 
in the early stages of the 
disease. They wait until it 
turns so severe that it can’t 
be cured. Those who came 
to get treatment during the 
early stages were success-
fully cured,” Sokha said.

Cambodia started treat-
ing cancer patients in 2003, 
with treatment available at 
the Khmer-Soviet Friendship 
Hospital and private hospi-
tals. The Calmette Hospital 
inaugurated the National 
Cancer Centre and started 
providing cancer treatment 
In 2018, according to Sokha.

He called on women to 
seek cancer treatment at 
hospitals as early as pos-
sible, rather than treating 
the disease by themselves or 
with other methods. 

“All women should get their 
uterine stem cells screened 
once a year from the time 
they are married until they 
are 70 years old. Doing so 
would detect early stages of 
cervical cancer and it could 
almost be one hundred per 
cent cured,” Sokha said.

“For parents with daughters 
10 years old and older, they 
should bring them to get vac-
cinations three times in their 
whole life in order to protect 
them from the disease. Vacci-
nation is an effective preven-
tive measure for girls, espe-
cially if they are still single. So 
before getting married, they 
should get anti-cervical can-
cer vaccination.”

Girls urged to get cancer 
vaccines before nuptuals

Nov Sivutha

AUTHORITIES in Koh Kong 
province are on the hunt for 
people who illegally planted 
fruit trees at Botum Sakor 
National Park in Botum Sakor 

district.
Provincial governor Mithona 

Phouthorng told The Post on 
November 17 she had ordered 
an investigation into the illegal 
planting of jackfruit and coco-
nut trees in the park after receiv-

ing complaints from residents.
“We want to know about this 

case. I’ve sent officials to inves-
tigate after receiving a written 
report and I will continue until 
we find the real target [perpe-
trators] before taking legal 
action,” she said.

Provincial deputy governor 
Ouk Pheaktra said park rang-
ers had removed the jackfruit 
trees, while officials are work-
ing to identify those responsi-
ble for the planting.

Citing rangers, he said the 
trees were apparently planted 
at night.

He said the land where the 
coconut and jackfruit trees were 
planted were a far distance from 
each other and the land was the 
location where environmental 
officials used to plant luxury 
trees and sweet bamboo trees.

“We have not taken any 
action yet. We have to continue 
investigating at night because 
those people plant the trees at 
night. Although our park rang-
ers take turns monitoring and 
inspecting the land in the 
Botum Sakor National Park, it 
is too large for us to monitor 
from all angles,” he said.

Pheaktra said some people 
see the land as vacant and 
plant trees there even though 
they know it is a national park 
for conservation and even 
after authorities explained to 
them many times.  

Pheaktra refuted allegations 
that forest rangers had secret-

ly planted the fruit trees. He 
said officers had instead 
strived to patrol and remove 
plants that were secretly plant-
ed. He said he would send a 
detailed report to governor 
Phouthorng on November 17. 

Provincial Department of Envi-
ronment director Morm Phalla 
said people planted coconut and 
jackfruit trees in the park in an 
attempt to occupy the land, but 
were unable to do so as environ-
ment officials regularly patrolled 
and removed the plants. 

“Our officers have patrolled 
but could not arrest the perpe-
trators because they only com-
mit the act at night,” he said, 
warning that the authorities will 
eventually arrest the offenders.

According to Phalla, the park 
spans 17,000ha. It covers some 
villages, community land and 
protected land with resources 
such as forests, wildlife and 
many other biodiversities. 

Provincial coordinator for rights 
group Adhoc Thong Chan Dara 
said the unauthorised tree plant-
ing was not the work of locals.

“It is not the local people who 
sneak in and plant the trees. It’s 
the rich or powerful people 
who have connections with the 
local authorities and environ-
ment officials. Ordinary people 
dare not do it because environ-
ment officials have been 
inspecting and patrolling the 
park regularly. So when that 
story breaks, they accuse the 
people,” he said.

Police officer nabbed 
for ‘raping’ woman at 
gunpoint on outskirts

Prime Minister vows to get 
tough on illegal drug trade
Voun Dara

P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen has advised the 
National Authority 
for Combating Drugs 

(NACD) and the Ministry of 
Interior to strengthen mea-
sures to combat illegal drugs. 

Hun Sen noted that drug ac-
tivities are happening on a larger 
scale while trafficking and drug 
use have been spreading to rural 
areas in the last few years.  

According to a directive 
signed by the prime minister on 
November 16, production, traf-
ficking and transport of drugs 
has grown in the past few years.

The numbers continue to 
grow constantly as a large 
portion of opium production 
has been shifted to producing 
synthetic drugs. These types of 
drugs are easy to produce and 
process. The chemicals and 
equipment required are easy 
to find regardless of where the 
drugs are made, it said.

“This change became a factor 
in allowing the market for syn-
thetic drugs to grow wider inside 
and outside the region. Cambo-
dia has also been suffering from 
the influence of global criminal 
offences,” said the directive.  

The government has said 
law enforcement and other 
relevant institutions are co-
operating to create a national 
movement to combat drugs.  

It said while it noted positive 
results from its fifth campaign 
targeting illegal drugs, the im-

port and processing had con-
tinued on a larger scale while 
trafficking and drug use has 
spread to rural areas. 

It has therefore advised the 
NACD, the interior ministry 
and other relevant institu-
tions to establish action plans 
to address the issue. 

The NACD, it said, has to 
conduct awareness raising 
campaign in all target areas 
including local  communities, 
state and private institutions, 
as well as the armed forces.

The NACD needs to focuses 
its attention on preventing 
and stopping the import and 
transport of drugs, secret 

procession of drugs, and drug 
trafficking and use. 

It needs to strengthen cross-
border management and control 
of all kinds of goods transport to 
prevent illegal drug imports. 

National police spokesman 
Chhay Kim Khoeun told The 
Post on November 17 that in 
the first nine months of this 
year, police investigated over 
7,800 cases and arrested 15,915 
people.

More than 750kg of drugs 
were seized – an increase of 
eight per cent compared to 
the same period last year. 

“All these cases occurred. 
Our police built case files 

to be referred to court, but 
I don’t have a report on the 
outcomes of the cases over 
those nine months,” he said.

The NACD’s Legislation, 
Education and Rehabilitation 
Department director Lim Tong 
Huot said the authorities are 
working to ensure effective-
ness in the fight against drugs. 

“In the past, through the 
establishment of plans by the 
government, we increased 
activities to combat illegal 
drugs and cracked down on 
drugs more actively. Now, dis-
semination and education 
need to spread to the people 
more than before,” he said.

Four Chinese nationals arrested for drugs in Phnom Penh and Preah Sihanouk province. anti-drug deprtment



Long Kimmarita

DIRECTOR of the Preah Sihanouk 
Appeal Court Sok Kalyan on Novem-
ber 16 urged judicial officials to fulfil 
their roles professionally to avoid 
violating human rights.   

The call came as officials from the 
regional Appeal Court inspected the 
work and law enforcement of pros-
ecutors at courts under its jurisdic-
tion in Preah Sihanouk, Koh Kong 
and Kampot provinces. 

During an inspection at the Koh 
Kong Provincial Court, they met judi-
cial police, prison and court officials. 

Lim Sinath, secretary-general of the 
General Secretariat of Administration 
of the Preah Sihanouk Appeal Court, 
told The Post on November 17 this 
was the first time that officials had 
inspected the provincial courts since 
the regional Appeal Court was estab-
lished in September. 

“We have just been able to carry 
out the inspection in the initial 
stages because the Covid-19 pan-
demic delayed and halted some of 
our work. But now, we did it and con-
tinue our journey,” he said.

The Appeal Court director, Kalyan, 
told The Post on November 17 that 

provincial court prosecutors, judicial 
police and prison officials in the three 
provinces are obliged to work togeth-
er in solidarity to solving problems 
and execute court judgments.  

“They have to do whatever it takes 
to make sure that charged persons 
and victims get justice in accordance 
with the law,” he said. 

Kalyan advised investigating judges 
and judicial police to investigate com-
plaints in depth and attentively to make 

sure prosecutions are substantiated. 
He said mistakes executed by law 

enforcement officials in the past 
affected the rights of defendants and 
brought about a backlog of court 
cases and prison overcrowding.  

“We want to help the investigating 
judges fulfil their duties,” he said.

King Norodom Sihamoni issued a 
royal decree last year approving the 
establishment of three regional 
appeal courts – to be based in Tbong 

Khmum, Battambang and Preah 
Sihanouk provinces – to facilitate the 
proceeding of legal cases in provin-
cial courts under their jurisdiction. 

Since its inception, Kalyan said 
the Preah Sihanouk Appeal Court 
had received more than 30 cases 
from the provincial courts under its 
jurisdiction. Most of the cases con-
cerned land, drugs, violence and 
illegal confinement.

Political analist  Lao Mong Hay said 
in Cambodia’s legal system, the inves-
tigation of facts is the work of prosecu-
tors, judges and police in stages to 
ensure there is sufficient evidence to 
charge offenders. He said this investi-
gation requires them to join hands in 
creating court proceedings. 

He said it was correct for the region-
al Appeal Court director to advise 
officials to investigate offences in 
depth and completely.

“For offences to be investigated 
correctly, officials must have skills, 
talents, means, independence, 
impartiality, integrity – all of which 
are still lacking. So, in order to fulfil 
the orders of the Appeal Court direc-
tor, the state has to fill all these short-
ages and officials themselves also 
have to do the same,” he said.

Nov Sivutha

THE Ministry of Public Works and 
Transport has partnered with a 
private company to create a heavy 
truck driving training centre as a re-
sponse to a lack of professional driv-
ers causing too many accidents. 

General Department of Road 
Transport director-general Chhuon 
Vorn told The Post on November 17 
the ministry used to have such a 
training facility, but it was closed 
years ago. 

He said the ministry is cooperat-
ing with Kamtranship Co Ltd to cre-
ate and operate the centre, which 
will be the only one of its kind in the 
country. The centre will be located 
on National Road 5 at Kilometre 15 
in Phnom Penh’s Prek Pnov district. 
Kamtranship is known for produc-
ing vehicle licence plates.

“This centre is being created to 
follow international standards. 
There is a proper site and qualified 
and specific training,” he said. 

Vorn said Cambodia lacks quali-
fied heavy truck drivers. There are 
more than 300,000 heavy trucks 
registered at the ministry but only 
180,000 drivers with the proper 
driving certificate.

To compare, there are about 
700,000 to 800,000 cars in the 
country and more than one mil-
lion licensed drivers. Normally, 
there should be more licences than 
vehicles listed, he said. 

Vorn added the centre is almost 
90 per cent complete and plans 
to start operating officially early 
next year. The ministry expects the 
centre will reduce traffic accidents 
caused by heavy truck drivers. 

Cambodia Bus Association (CAM-
BA) president Chhim Chamnan 
supported the opening of the cen-
tre. He said companies need drivers 
with specific skills who understand 
traffic laws.

In the past, he said, most drivers 
learned to drive from one another, 
which he said was the main cause of 
traffic accidents. 

“Most heavy truck drivers do not 
know and understand the law clear-
ly. They got their driving licences 
with abnormality [corruption] and 
learned from each other. Another 
important point is that Cambodia 
lacks drivers. The company just ac-
cepts them to work as long as they 
have driving certificates,” he said, 
adding the centre will help solve 
these issues. 

He said as long as a certificate is 
issued by this centre, his associa-
tion and other companies will no 
longer need to be concerned. The 
demand for drivers in Cambodia 
increases by the day, he said. 

Sok Chheang, president of the 
Cambodia Trucking Association 
(CAMTA), applauded the creation of 
the centre. 

He said CAMTA has requested 
such a centre for many years as 
the country still lacks professional 
heavy truck drivers. 

“There are many drivers, but pro-
fessional drivers with understand-
ing of driving according to types of 
certificate are rare. Some get fake 
driving licences without passing 
school.  

“I support the creation of this cen-
tre to encourage more participation 
in skills training. It is to ensure driv-
ers follow traffic laws and reduce ac-
cidents in the country,” he said.
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Rapporteur’s rights claims refuted
Niem Chheng

T
HE Permanent Mission of 
the Kingdom of Cambodia 
to the UN Office in Geneva 
has rejected claims by a UN 

special rapporteur on human rights 
that the government had used hard-
handed measures against human 
rights defenders in the country.

In a November 16 press release, 
Mary Lawlor – a special rapporteur on 
the situation of human rights defend-
ers – alleged that the government had 
placed restrictions on civil society in 
Cambodia. She called for an imme-
diate end to the “systemic detention 
and criminalisation” of human rights 
defenders as well as the excessive use 
of force against them.

“I am alarmed by credible reports 
that at least 21 human rights defend-
ers have been subjected to threats, 
arbitrary arrests and detentions in 
the past three months.

“I have reviewed publicly avail-
able footage where excessive force 
has been used by the security forces 
to prohibit human rights defenders, 
many of them women, from exercis-
ing their rights to peaceful assembly. 
Promotion and protection of hu-
man rights through peaceful means 
is not a crime,” she added.

Lawlor referred to several cases in 
which detention has reportedly been 
used to punish human rights defend-
ers for carrying out their work. 

One such case, she said, is the de-
tention of human rights defender 
Rong Chhun, who was arrested on 
July 31, and the arrest of demonstra-
tors protesting Chun’s detention. 
Twelve people remain in pre-trial de-
tention and are facing charges pun-
ishable by up to two years in prison. 

Lawlor also expressed concerns 
about the detention of environmental 
defenders, the use of violence against 
families of detained activists, and the 
case of a Buddhist monk who was de-
frocked for his human rights activities.

Two human rights defenders moni-
toring a demonstration were threat-
ened for filming the arrest of peaceful 
protesters and several trade union 
leaders have suffered as well, she said.

“Human rights defenders should 
never be criminalised for their cou-
rageous efforts to protect the rights 

of others,” said Lawlor. 
In response, the Cambodian mis-

sion to the UN said Lawlor’s criticisms 
failed to take into consideration the 
actions taken by activists in the con-
text of the Cambodian Constitution 
and laws. It said Lawlor also did not 
follow internationally recognised pro-
tocol when levying her accusations. 

The mission said an assessment 
on one country is deemed credible 
only when it is properly informed by 
the factual and legal context on the 
ground, with verified sources of infor-
mation and a holistic perspective. This 
approach is in adherence to the Code 
of Conduct for Special Procedures 
Mandate Holders and the Manual of 
Operations of the Special Procedures. 

“It’s with deep regret that Profes-
sor Lawlor failed to strictly observe 
these procedures,” the mission said.

It added Lawlor had never stressed 
that the exercise of the freedom of 
expression, association and peaceful 
assembly carries with it special du-
ties, responsibilities and limitations 
provided by laws, as stipulated in 

the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and the International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political Rights. 

“Lastly, it appears she is not fully 
advised that exercise of personal 
rights and freedom by any individ-
ual shall be in accordance with the 
law as underscored in Article 31 of 
the Cambodian Constitution. 

“Peaceful assembly in coopera-
tion with the authorities and in full 
compliance with security and safety 
measures is a constitutional and 
legitimate exercise of individual 
freedom. Seeking to pressure the ju-
diciary is an offence, which is enu-
merated in Article 522 of Cambo-
dia’s Criminal Code,” it said. 

The mission stressed that the Cam-
bodian government remained com-
mitted to continuing to ensure the 
exercise of all rights and freedoms 
guaranteed under the Constitution 
and within the rule of law for the best 
interests of all law-abiding citizens.

Ministry of Justice spokesman Chin 
Malin said Lawlor’s statement was not 
sufficient and comprehensive to con-

clude and assess the situation of hu-
man rights defenders in Cambodia. 

He said this conclusion focused 
on external images only and did 
not analyse whether the activities of 
those groups were meant to protect 
human rights or criminal offences.

Malin said the authorities did not 
target human rights defenders but 
only took legal action against per-
petrators based on the principles of 
democracy and the rule of law. The 
gathering to demand the release of 
the detainees was not a human rights 
act but a violation of the law, he said.

“The government encourages citi-
zens to participate in protecting, re-
specting and promoting human rights 
in all areas within the legal framework 
for the benefit of the nation as a whole. 

“But Strict legal measures will be 
taken against groups that have mali-
cious plans and intentions to cause 
unrest and insecurity in society under 
the guise of human rights to protect 
the rights and freedoms of others and 
to maintain security, social stability 
and public order,” he said.

 UN special rapporteur on the situation of human rights defenders Mary Lawlor and Cambodian Permanent Representative to the 
UN Office in Geneva An Sokkhoeurn. UN

Heavy truck 
training to 
be offered at 
new centre

Inspections conducted at provincial courts

Court officials and judicial police at the Koh Kong Provincial Court. fresh News
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Voun Dara

A KAmPonG Thom Provin-
cial Hall official was sent to 
hospital for heart treatment 
disesase on november 17 af-
ter being arrestesd for alleg-
edly attempting to murder 
a provincial court deputy 
prosecutor.

A provincial military Police 
officer who asked not to be 
named said mao bunthou, 
the provincial hall’s head of 
inter-sectoral bureau, was 
briefly detained on the order 
of prosecutor Sin virak after 
stabbing deputy prosecutor 
Say veasna in the throat with 
a knife at a restaurant.

The anonymous officer 
said the alleged attempted 
murder occurred at the Pech 
Chenda Waterfall restaurant 
on november 16. 

veasna said that at the 
time of the incident, he was 
eating with friends and oth-
er officials at the restaurant 
while bunthou was eating in 
an adjacent room. Later, he 
said, bunthou walked into 
his room and started acting 
oddly, opening and closing 
the door several times. 

“Until around 9pm, 
bunthou, armed with a white 
sharp knife hidden in his 
hand, walked into my room 
and offered his left hand for 
me to shake. At that time, be-
cause I thought he was older 
than me, I offered my right 
hand to shake his hand. 

“Then bunthou came close 
to me and pulled the knife to 
stab me in the throat, but I 
caught it without causing in-
juries,” veasna said. 

However, after questioning 
at the provincial military Po-
lice on november 17, officers 
decided to send the suspect 
to the provincial referral 
hospital for treatment due to 
heart disease problems, ac-
cording to the anonymous 
officer.

“We have not yet been able 
to determine when the case 
will be closed, because the 
suspect is now suffering from 
heart disease. The provincial 
doctor who came to exam-
ine suspect said [bunthou’s] 
heart jumped quickly and 
he had chest pains. So we 
sent him to the provincial 
hospital for treatment on the 
morning of november 17,” 
the officer said. 

Prosecutor virak said on 
november 17 that the case 
is currently under the mili-
tary Police’s jurisdiction 
and would be referred to the 
provincial court for further 
action.

“now authorities are ques-
tioning some witnesses. So 
bunthou is still under mili-
tary Police [detention] for 
further questioning,” he 
said.

official detained after  
alleged murder attempt

Training set for laid-off workers
Mom Kunthear

m
InISTer of La-
bour and voca-
tional Training 
Ith Sam Heng on 

november 16 announced that 
workers who lost their jobs  
due to Covid-19 can apply for a 
free four-month technical and 
vocational training course. 

Sam Heng said the course 
will cover several high-de-
mand technical and voca-
tional skills which will be use-
ful now and in the future. 

“During this special techni-
cal and vocational training, 
participants will receive a 
monthly allowance of 200,000 
riel [$50] for food and accom-
modation expenses,” he said.

According to the announce-
ment, workers who wish to 
attend this training course 
must bring their employment 
book, Khmer workers’ ID card 
and their Khmer nationality 
ID card to register at techni-
cal and vocational education 
and training institutions.

Pav Sina, the president of 
the Collective Union of move-
ment of Workers, told The Post 
on november 17 that while 
the training course presents a 
good opportunity for out-of-
work citizens, the main con-
cern is whether the job mar-
ket will provide opportunities 
for them after they complete 
the course.

“Workers have been severe-
ly affected by the Covid-19 
pandemic and they all need 

to find new jobs to support 
their livelihoods. So, the fact 
that they take four months 
to study, I don’t think it’s very 
long. but if their family is in a 
financial crisis, I think it will 
be an obstacle for them to 
learn these skills,” he said.

Sina said many important 
sectors, including industry, 
enterprises, services, casinos, 
guesthouses and hotels, seemed 
to have remained calm. There-
fore, the ministry should look 
at how to ensure that workers 
who complete this short train-
ing course can find jobs. 

Tens of thousands of work-
ers, he added, were laid off as 

factories were closed or sus-
pended due to Covid-19.

“When they learn these 
skills, what kind of job will 
they get after they finish? So, 
all these are issues that we 
have to look at. If they finish 
their training but they don’t 
find a job, that is still an ob-
stacle for them. I hope that 
when they finish, both the 
government and the labour 
ministry will have jobs that 
match these skills,” Sina said.

Sina however encouraged 
workers who have lost their jobs 
to register for the short training 
course because it could be ben-
eficial for them in the future. 

A labour ministry official said 
the ministry will start accepting 
applications immediately. The 
course would start depending 
on the number of participants 
enrolled in each subject.

The four-month training 
will be offered at 12 institu-
tions in the capital and sev-
eral other provinces. 

Subjects include electrical 
wiring, car repair and mainte-
nance, Khmer-Thai cooking, 
coffee and beverage making, 
baking, cosmetology skills, 
computer repair and main-
tenance, restaurant manage-
ment and computer graphic 
design and printing.

A motorcycle repairman in Chak Angre Krom commune in Phnom Penh’s Meanchey district. hean rangsey

www.phnompenhpost.com
CheCK the Post website 
for breAKing news
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Cambodian-American man who stayed 
in a gated community in Phnom Penh. 
The patient, who arrived from the US to 
Cambodia via Taiwan on November 15, 
is being treated at the Khmer-Soviet 
Friendship Hospital. 

There were 164 passengers travelling 
alongside the man, all of whom tested 
negative. Ten are being quarantined at the 
Hun Sen Borey 100 Khnong High School 
while the other 154 were quarantined in 
four separate hotels in Phnom Penh. 

The latest case brings the total Covid-19 
tally in the Kingdom to 303, of whom 61 are 
females. Of the total, 291 have recovered 

while the remaining 12 are being treated at 
the Khmer-Soviet Friendship Hospital. 

Meanwhile, Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport spokesman Ros Soveacha 
told The Post on November 17 that 24 
units under the ministry had been 
involved with the November 3 Hungarian 
visit. Of the number, nine are public edu-
cational establishments; 10 are private 
educational institutions; four are provin-
cial education departments; and one is a 
sporting club in the Olympic Stadium. 

“The education ministry’s units that 
were involved with the November 3 event 
had followed the health ministry’s guid-
ance measures consistently. They sus-
pended studies in classrooms temporar-

ily for two weeks and continued online 
classes in Phnom Penh, Kandal province 
and target locations,” he said.

Soveacha said the schools’ boards of 
management, teachers, educational staff, 
students, parents and relevant parties had 
to continue to carry out health safety 
measures attentively according to the 
standard operating procedures set by the 
education and health ministries. 

On November 18, the fourth and last 
tests for people involved in the Novem-
ber 3 event, including Prime Minister 
Hun Sen, ministers, officials and report-
ers, will be administered. From Novem-
ber 4-15, a total of 3,918 people had been 
tested for Covid-19.

National
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Soth Koemsoeun

A PROMINENT environmen-
tal watchdog head has sent a 
letter to Kampong Speu pro-
vincial governor vei Samnang 
requesting he reclaim 1,500ha 
that was encroached on in 
Oral district’s Tasal commune 
as state property.  

Chea Hean, the director of 
the NGO Anti-Corruption, 
Natural Resource Protec-
tion and Civil Rights Protec-
tion (ACNCIPO), said in his 
November 16 letter that his 
officials went to observe the 
location in the Cardamom 
Mountain National Park on 
October 10 and found illegal 
occupation of the land.  

Hean said because the park 
is protected by a royal decree, 
the provincial governor has 
to look into the issue and re-
claim the forest land. 

He said on November 17 
that a powerful person named 
Yoeun Yoeut, whom he said is 
a government adviser, had 
mobilised 150 families to en-
croach on forest land for pri-
vate ownership. 

Yoeut, he said, allegedly faked 
legal documents without the 
knowledge of local authorities. 

“I have a plan to file a com-
plaint to the court too, but the 
court did not accept all my 
complaints. It threw this task to 
other institutions. I then decid-
ed to send a request to the pro-
vincial governor first. If there is 
no solution, I will send a letter 

to Deputy Prime Minister Sar 
Kheng to do what it takes to re-
trieve the land,” he said. 

The Post could not contact 
Samnang for comment.

Provincial Department of 
Environment deputy direc-
tor Nov Nak said he was not 
aware of Hean’s request, but 
claimed there is no land en-
croachment in the area. 

“In the past, some people 
encroached on land in nearby 
areas. They secretly widened 
forest land border bit by bit, 
but there is no [land grabbing] 
on a large scale,” Nak said. 

Yoeut is known to be the 
owner of 1,500ha in Tasal 
commune.

The Post could not find a 
source to contact Yoeut for 
comment on this case. 

Tasal commune chief Dul 
Sokhom confirmed that land 
in his commune is located 
in Cardamom Mountain Na-
tional Park, south central of 
the Tonle Sap Lake and is pro-
tected by a royal decree. 

“I did not sign to acknowledge 
or grant permission to anyone 
regarding the land because it is 
state land. There is a royal de-
cree to protect it and I’ve also 
informed local people to not 
encroach on it, but some would 
not listen to the authorities. 

“I have not issued any land 
ownership certificate. I sup-
port Hean that he made a 
complaint requesting the au-
thorities take back the land,” 
Sokhom said. 

Governor requested to 
reclaim land in K SpeuPlan aims to digitise hospitals

Orm Bunthoeurn

F
IRST Womentech Asia 
(FWTA) announced to 
private health clinics 
and hospitals in the 

capital, Siem Reap and Battam-
bang provinces to register for the 
Peth Yoeung programme, a dig-
ital cloud-based hospital man-
agement system, to participate 
in Cambodia’s Green Smart Hos-
pital Network Project.

In a press release, FWTA 
co-founder and CEO Pong 
Limsan said the main reason 
for having the initiative was 
to create a network of smart 
green hospitals to help build 
green cities in Cambodia.

“We are not only providing 
solutions to all partner clinics 
and hospitals capable of pro-
viding customers with state-of-
the-art digital healthcare and 
management services, such as 
patient data retention and se-
cure communication, we also 
want clinics and hospitals to 
be partners, to contribute in 
building and providing solu-
tions for clean and green cities 
in Cambodia,” she said.

Limsan said she expects 
that with additional financial 
support from the US Depart-
ment of State, the Peth Yoeung 
programme will be able to ex-
pand partnerships and par-
ticipate in projects to improve 
daily life in terms of health 
and urban environment.

“Partnership clinics and hos-
pitals will receive a portion of 
the budget for the technical 

training of staff using the Peth 
Yoeung programme, additional 
techniques and refresher work-
shops to strengthen their staff 
capacity, and certification as 
members of the Smart Green 
Hospital Network,” she said.

The US embassy’s Econom-
ic Officer Lauren Higgins said 
the Peth Yoeung programme 
has also actively contributed 
to gender empowerment in 

the field of health technology 
in Cambodia.

“We are very proud to 
partner with First Woment-
ech Asia’s Peth Yoeung pro-
gramme through this finan-
cial assistance,” she said.

Higgins said the partnership 
between the Peth Yoeung pro-
gramme and the US Depart-
ment of State to implement 
the Smart Green Hospital 

Network project is to provide 
training and capacity build-
ing to more than 1,000 doc-
tors and staffs from 43 partner 
clinics and hospitals in Phnom 
Penh and the two provinces. 

Another goal is to help hos-
pital employees improve their 
digital skills so that they can 
quickly and accurately enter 
medical records and save pa-
tient data for future visits.

FWTA co-founder and CEO Pong Limsan said the main reason for having the initiative was to create a network 
of smart green hospitals to help build green cities in Cambodia. hong Menea

Police seized methamphetamine weighing 
1,285.85g from the suspect as evidence. poLICe

K Speu man busted with 1kg of meth
Kim Sarom

THE Kampong Speu provincial court 
on Tuesday is questioning a 36-year-old 
Cambodian national following the Inte-
rior Ministry’s anti-drug police arrested 
him on November 13 in possession of 
over 1kg of methamphetamine. 

The suspect was detained in Rokar 
Thom commune’s Trapaing Leu village 
in Chbar Mon town.

Provincial deputy police chief Mat 
Thuch said the drug suspect resides in 
the village. 

“After arresting the suspect, the Anti-
Drug Department handed him over to 
me on November 15 and I sent him to 
the court on November 16,” he said. 

Thuch said a provincial prosecutor is 
questioning the suspect before send-
ing him to an investigating judge for 
further legal action. 

Anti-drug Department deputy chief 
In Song told The Post: “Because Kam-

pong Speu province has jurisdiction 
over the case, my department handed 
him over to them to carry out the legal 
procedures,” he said.

According to a report from the Anti-Drug 
Department, the operation was carried 
out at 1:30pm on November 13 and led by 
Major General Kheng Sarath, the deputy 
chief of the Anti-Drug Department in co-
operation with specialists of the Kampong 
Speu provincial police station.

The operation included Chat Soras-
mey, the provincial court prosecutor. 

The report said that police had seized 
methamphetamine weighing 1,285.85g 
from the suspect as evidence. 

In the first six months of this year, po-
lice uncovered more than 4,000 cases 
of drug crimes – an increase of 27 per 
cent compared to the same period last 
year, according to a ministry report. Po-
lice arrested more than 8,000 people in-
cluding 8,369 Cambodian and 96 viet-
namese nationals.

US-Cambodian man tests positive for Covid-19
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Asian airlines boosted by new vaccine hope
AsiAn airlines rallied on novem-
ber 17 as hopes the world could 
begin to return to normal were 
boosted by news that another 
vaccine candidate appeared to 
be effective against the corona-
virus.

However, broader markets 
struggled to build on Wall 
street’s rally, with investors 
moving out of tech firms and 
others that have benefited 
during the pandemic.

surging infections across the 
Us and europe and concerns 
that Washington lawmakers are 
unlikely to pass any big stimu-
lus package before the end of 
the year were also causing 
nervousness on trading floors.

The mood among dealers has 
been upbeat this month after Joe 
biden’s Us election win paved 

the way for a little more certain-
ty on the world stage and phar-
ma giants Pfizer and bionTech 
announced their virus vaccine 
had been 90 per cent effective.

The news fanned hopes the 
global economy could soon 
begin to get back on track.

on november 16 that outlook 
was given another boost when 
moderna said early results 
showed that its candidate was 
94.5 per cent effective.

The Us’ top infectious dis-
ease scientist Anthony Fauci 
hailed the announcement as 
“stunningly impressive” and 
“really a spectacular result”.

All three main indexes on 
Wall street rallied, with the 
Dow and s&P 500 hitting new 
record highs.

However, Asia was unable to 

maintain the momentum from 
the previous day, with Tokyo 
flat and shanghai, seoul and 
Wellington in the red, while 
Hong Kong, sydney, singa-
pore, Taipei and Jakarta rose.

“We might be transitioning 
from a defensive bull market to 
a more cyclically offensive one 
but more clarity is required in 
terms of when social mobility 
will normalise,” said Chris iggo 
at AXA investment managers. 

“That isn’t clear yet. The 
euphoria created by the presi-
dential election result and the 
vaccine announcement will 
give way to a more sober anal-
ysis of how long and smooth 
the road to recovery will be.”

still, firms that have been 
battered by the virus were 
enjoying a healthy run-up.

Cathay Pacific surged more 
than five per cent in Hong 
Kong and Australia’s Qantas 
piled on more than one per 
cent, while Air China and sin-
gapore Airlines each jumped 
more than three per cent.

And Axi strategist stephen 
innes offered a positive assess-
ment for the outlook, saying: 
“The market is mega bullish 
on every time horizon beyond 
a few days as the roaring 2020’s 
trade is coming soon.”

but investors are growing 
increasingly worried about the 
immediate situation, with the 
Us reporting more than 100,000 
new infections daily for almost 
two weeks, while several cities 
including new York have reim-
posed containment measures.

And with europe also strug-

gling with a second wave, there 
is a fear that the already shaky 
world economic recovery will 
be knocked off course.

Hopes for a Us stimulus 
remain slim. biden on novem-
ber 16 called for Congress to 
“come together and pass a Cov-
id relief package like the Heroes 

Act” that helped the economy 
weather the initial phase of the 
outbreak.

but republican senator rich-
ard shelby poured cold water on 
that, saying: “We’re not going to 
pass a gigantic measure right 
now – and the question is will we 
pass it later? Doubtful.” AFP

Moderna said early results showed that its candidate was 94.5 per cent 
effective. AFP

Hin Pisei

siHAnoUKviLLe special 
economy Zone Co Ltd (sseZ), 
the developer and operator of 
Cambodia’s largest industrial 
zone in terms of size and oc-
cupancy, on november 16 reit-
erated its interest in listing on 
the Cambodia stock exchange 
(CsX), tapping into the capital 
market to raise more funds.

Deputy Prime minister Hor 
namhong said this following 
a meeting with sseZ presi-
dent Chen Jiangang.

The sihanoukville special 
economic Zone lies on a 
whopping 11.13sq km in bit 
Traing commune’s Pou Thoe-
ung village in Preah sihanouk 
province’s Prey nop district.

established in 2008, sseZ is a 
partnership between by Jiangsu 
Taihu Cambodia international 
economic Cooperation invest-
ment Co Ltd and the Cambodia 
international investment Devel-
opment Group Co Ltd (CiiDG).

Last year, sseZ said it had 
been preparing to list on the 
stock exchange, according to 
a statement issued by the CsX 
on June 20, 2019.

According to the deputy 
prime minister, Chen said po-
litical stability and economic 
growth in the Kingdom has 
given the special economic 
zone (seZ) a shot in the arm.

He said revenue from imports 
and capital inflow on invest-
ment was to the tune of $1.3 
billion in the first 10 months 
of this year, gaining 31 per cent 
over the same period last year.

He added that the sseZ was 
eyeing the CsX to angle for 
more potential investors.

“sseZ is preparing the req-
uisite documents to list on the 
Cambodian bourse in a bid to 

sweeten the allure [of the seZ] 
to international investors, first 
and foremost those from eu-
rope and the Us,” Chen was 
quoted as saying.

Thrilled as he was by the news, 
securities and exchange Com-
mission of Cambodia (seCC) 
director-general sou socheat 
told The Post on november 17 
that the securities regulator had 
not received a direct expression 
of interest or official letter from 
sseZ on its listing plans.

“[but] we welcome any 
company that intends to list 
on the CsX, as long as it pre-
pares its documents in accor-
dance with the laws and regu-
lations in force,” he said.

According to socheat, there 
has been mounting interest 
in listing on the bourse.

namhong pointed out the 
seZ’s strategic location, near 
sihanoukville Autonomous 
Port, which he described as 
an engine for the import-
export sector that securely 
positions the southwestern 
coastal city of sihanoukville 
as the Kingdom’s most vital 
economic and tourism pole.

The industrial park is on 
track to drive the Cambodia-
China trade volume to $10 bil-
lion by 2023 and boost similar 
figures for other countries as 
well, according to him.

“i would like to voice my 
support for sseZ as it forges 
on in its ambition to debut on 
the CsX, which will serve to 
further develop the seZ in the 
near future,” namhong said.

According to Chen, the in-
dustrial zone currently boasts 
165 tenants and a 30,000-
strong workforce.

After listing on the CsX, sseZ 
will set its sights on the stock ex-
change of Hong Kong, he said.

sseZ affirms stock 
market listing plans 
remain on the table

nagaCorp set to build $350m 
non-gaming ir resort in s reap
Thou Vireak

H
onG KonG-listed 
nagaCorp Ltd, the 
parent company 
of local casino op-

erator nagaWorld Ltd, on no-
vember 15 announced plans 
to develop a $350 million 
non-gaming integrated resort 
(ir) in siem reap province.

The industry term ir is used 
to describe a large-scale resort 
complex that comprise tour-
ism and conference amenities 
and often feature casinos and 
other gaming facilities.

Provisionally called Angkor 
Lake of Wonder (ALoW), the 
ir will be built with a 50-year 
lease on 75ha about 500m 
south of the “outer restricted 
zone of the world-famous 
Angkor Wat”, nagaCorp said.

scheduled to be completed 
by 2025, its blueprints are 
currently being prepared by 
two Us-based architectural 
firms steelman Partners LLC 
and Gensler and Associates 
international Ltd, it said.

it added that ALoW will 
comprise hotels, a water 
theme park, an indoor hi-
tech theme park, a non-mo-
torised boating canal system, 
miCe (meetings, incentives, 
conferences and exhibitions) 
facilities, cultural attractions, 
a food street and more.

master planning is based on 
the concept of generating as 
much fun and play as possible 
in the ir, it said, adding that 
development will focus on in-
corporating elements of, inter 
alia, technology, edutainment, 
ecology and culture.

it unveiled plans for a road 
linking AWoL with Angkor Wat, 
in what it said was “to promote 
the concept of nagaWorld and 
Angkor Wat as the twin tour-

ism icons of Cambodia”.
siem reap Provincial Ad-

ministration director sun 
Chamnan pointed out that 
AWoL would be located in 
siem reap town’s slakram 
commune.

He said: “The investment 
is in line with the ministry 
of Tourism’s master plan to 
entice more tourists to siem 
reap province. We will tally 
up a new tourism destination 
– a man-made cultural resort 
to enthral tourists and keep 
them here longer.”

Tourism ministry spokes-
man Top sopheak welcomed 
and voiced his support for the 
project, hoping it would do its 
share in propping up Cambo-
dia’s tourism sector.

He said: “As is the tenet of 
the government, as well as 
the ministry of Tourism, we 
support all investments that 
are consistent with the law, 
and tourism-related ones 
have certainly contributed to 
economic development and 
created jobs for our people at 
the grassroots level.

“once construction is com-
plete and the relevant busi-
ness registration forms have 
been successfully filed with 
the ministry of Commerce 
and the General Department 
of Taxation, the company 
must apply for a licence from 
the ministry of Tourism be-
fore operating hotels or other 
tourism-related services.

nagaCorp owns Phnom 

Penh’s only licensed casino, 
nagaWorld, and is currently 
developing its $4 billion naga 
3 project on the site of the 
former “White building” in 
Chamkarmon district’s Tonle 
bassac commune.

it posted just over $20.6 mil-
lion in net profit for the first 
half of this year, plunging 91.6 
per cent year-on-year. revenue 
tumbled 57.7 per cent year-on-
year to $377.5 million.

on the stock exchange 
of Hong Kong, nagaCorp’s 
(3918:HK) share price gained 
HK$0.18 (2.3 Us cents) or 1.83 
per cent to close at HK$10.00 
(Us$1.30) on november 17 
for a market capitalisation of 
HK$43.41 billion, with 4.49 
million shares traded.

NagaCorp is currently developing its $4 billion Naga 3 project on the site of the former ‘White Building’ in 
Chamkarmon district’s Tonle Bassac commune. HENG CHIVOAN

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,062 1.3074 6.5526 104.28 4.1030 1.3432 30.17 0.7331 1.1869 1.3227
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nbC’s Serey: ‘bakong not a CbDC’

rice lobby refutes rights abuse claim

vietnam’s wood sector 
commit to tidying up

May Kunmakara

n
ATIonAL bank of 
Cambodia (nbC) 
assistant governor 
Chea Serey on mon-

day reiterated her statement 
that the recently-launched 
bakong, an interbank block-
chain-based payment system, 
is not a central bank digital 
currency (CbDC) and is whol-
ly fiat-backed.

She made the comment dur-
ing the panel discussion on 
“money in the 21st century: 
what role for Central bank Dig-
ital Currencies and global 
coins”, which was hosted via 
video link by the Paris-based 
organisation for economic 
Cooperation and Develop-
ment (oeCD).

bakong comes amid the 
Kingdom’s push for fintech 
development as a toolbox to 
engage the unbanked popula-
tion and transition to a digital 
economy, she stressed.

but the transition is not seam-
less, she warned – high levels of 
digital and financial literacy, as 
well as access to universal and 
sustainable electricity, internet 
and mobile connectivity are 
notable prerequisites.

“These are long-term chal-
lenges that will require infra-
structure investment. Though 
possible, we – especially the 
government – must work hard 
on meeting the basic needs of 
the people. 

“I know that [Facebook’s 
upcoming cryptocurrency] 
Libra was designed with cross-
border transactions in mind 
and that’s swell.

“At present, inbound trans-

actions have to be exchanged 
into the local currency, or 
potentially into greenbacks, 
and then completed in the 
country. In essence, it will be 
of great help to the people and 
that’s all good and well.

“The main challenge when 
it comes to digital currencies 
is determining how to use 
them and identifying what we 
want out of them. They will 
back modernisation efforts 
and breed higher aspirations. 

“At the end of the day, it all 
hinges on the design and what 
we’ve designed is a hybrid 
between a CbDC and a backbone 
payment system, which we need-
ed more than anything else.

“That is that, and as I see it, we 
shouldn’t get too carried away 
with what to label it or the tech-

nologies it features,” Serey said.
Facebook is reportedly 

poised to launch Libra, which 
was unveiled in June last year, 
later this year.

but the prospect of the social 
media giant’s 2.5 billion users 
adopting the cryptocurrency 
has drawn a constant stream 
of intense scrutiny from global 
regulators, with many con-
cerned that it could hive off 
national control over money, 
reuters reported in April.

Libra was initially planned 
to be backed by a wide basket 
of currencies and government 
debt, reuters said. but regula-
tors and central banks pointed 
out that it could destabilise 
monetary policy, facilitate 
money laundering and com-
promise users’ privacy, with 

some threatening to ban it.
on october 28, the nbC offi-

cially launched bakong, which, 
according to Serey, would ena-
ble interoperability between 
banks and financial institu-
tions that is safe, efficient and 
cost-effective, give a powerful 
impetus to rural financial sec-
tor development and nurture 
financial inclusivity.

Speaking at the launch, Serey 
said the number of participants 
in the system stands at 18, 16 
of which are banking or finan-
cial institutions and two are 
payment service providers.

At the same time, she added, 
24 additional institutions have 
been granted membership in 
principle and are preparing to 
review the technicalities involved 
in connecting to the system.

Thou Vireak

THe Cambodia rice Federation (CrF) on 
monday voiced deep regret over claims 
linking milled-rice exports to Australia 
with human rights abuses.

A group of former activists of the 
Supreme Court-dissolved Cambodia 
national rescue Party (CnrP) led by 
Khieu Dara and claiming to represent 
Cambodian-Australian citizens filed a 
petition to an Australian lawmaker with 
the accusation.

The CrF said it “strongly rejects the 
implications made in the group of former 
CnrP activists’ petition.

“We call on farmers not to be used as 
political pawns to spoil the rice market 
for other growers. It would well behove 

them to mull over helping find a market 
for Cambodian producers instead.”

Chan Sokheang, chairman and Ceo of 
Signatures of Asia Co Ltd, a leading rice 
miller and exporter, said the allegations 
were groundless and politically-charged, 
and only served to harm the interests of 
the Kingdom’s farmers.

“They’ve done nothing to help Cambo-
dians,” he said, referring to the activists.

The CrF noted that the Cambodian rice 
sector, which employs 3.2 million people 
(37 per cent of the Kingdom’s population), 
has been hit this year with a particularly 
ruthless trifecta of Covid-19, droughts, 
and most recently, floods.

“The CrF calls on farmers and the gen-
eral public, both locals and foreigners, to 
not believe the fabrications and incite-

ment spewed by these extremist groups.
“The CrF, as well as Cambodian farmers 

across the country, would like to thank 
the countries, especially Australia, that 
have, to this day, helped Cambodia’s rice 
sector grow,” it said.

Through their persistence, sweat and 
toil, Cambodian farmers have catapulted 
the reputation of local grains for quality 
to the international stage – winning US-
based leading trade publication The Rice 
Trader’s annual World’s best rice award 
in 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2018.

For many years, the Cambodian govern-
ment has exempted taxes on farmland, 
agricultural inputs, as well as seeds, 
equipment and machinery used in farm-
ing, and has a generous agricultural elec-
tricity policy in place.

It has also provided assistance to rice 
millers over the years through special loan 
packages via its Agricultural and rural 
Development bank of Cambodia (ArDb), 
which has stabilised paddy prices and 
improved farmers’ livelihoods.

Cambodia exported more than 530,000 
tonnes of milled rice to international mar-
kets in the first 10 months of this year, up 
17.11 per cent year-on-year, worth $266.44 
million, CrF statistics show.

China – including Hong Kong, macau 
and Taiwan – remained the largest market 
for Cambodian milled rice, importing the 
lion’s share of 36 per cent.

Imports from 27 european countries 
accounted for 32 per cent, Six ASeAn 
members took in 13 per cent, while 10 Afri-
can countries shipped in nine per cent.

Australia and new Zealand purchased a 
cumulative six per cent, and countries in 
north America and the Asian part of the 
middle east imported two per cent.

WooD industry business 
groups across vietnam have 
signed a commitment to pro-
mote the development of the 
industry in a “sustainable and 
responsible” manner.

They include the vietnam 
Timber and Forest Product 
Association (viforest), binh 
Duong Furniture Association, 
the Handicraft and Wood Indus-
try Association of Dong nai, 
Forest Products Association of 
binh Dinh, Handicrafts and 
Wood Industry Association of 
Ho Chi minh City (Hawa) and 
Thanh Hoa Timber and For-
estry Products Association.

They will strictly comply 
with the law to ensure all activ-
ities involved in importing, 
exporting, exploiting, trans-
porting, buying, selling and 
processing wood are legal.

They will support the gov-
ernment in inspecting and 
monitoring imported timber, 
especially the import of tropi-
cal wood from neighbouring 
countries and Africa.

They will require their mem-
bers to strictly comply with the 
Decree on vietnam Timber 
Legality Assurance System 
(vnTLAS) and not use tropical 
wood, especially from Cambo-
dia, Laos and Africa for making 
products for export because 
these suppliers do not meet 

the criteria for risk-free geo-
graphical area.

They will urge members to 
use timber from domestically 
planted forests and imported 
from active geographic areas, 
and risk-free timber species.

In the domestic market, they 
will work towards using timber 
in a responsible way, being 
transparent about their timber 
supply sources and shifting 
from the use of imported to 
domestically grown timber.

They will work closely with 
authorities to detect, prevent 
and eliminate fraud in the 
industry.

To implement these com-
mitments, each association 
will develop an action plan 
with a specific road map and 
allocate enough resources for 
effective implementation.

viforest chairman Do Xuan 
Lap said: “vietnam’s wood 
processing industry has 
become important not only 
from the economic but also 
social and environmental per-
spectives from many years.”

Despite the impact of the Cov-
id-19 pandemic, the industry 
believes it will reach export tar-
get for this year at $12.5 billion.

but the community’s view of 
the industry is that its develop-
ment is associated with a 
decrease in forests, causing 
many environmental and social 
consequences, including being 
the main cause of the recent 

natural disasters and floods.
Lap said: “In fact, this under-

standing is no longer correct. 
For a long time, vietnam’s 
wood industry has been accus-
tomed to using raw materials 
from regrown forests. This is 
consistent with the expansion 
of replanted forest areas in the 
country.”

The timber industry has 
benefited from the programme 
327 for greening bare hills 
since 1994, he said.

The volume of timber har-
vested from regrown forests is 
estimated at over 35 million 
cubic metres annually.

The demand for raw materi-
als has boosted afforestation, 
increasing forest cover, 
improving the supply chain of 
the forestry sector, creating 
jobs, and improving living 
standard of households tend-
ing forests, and positively 
affecting the environment and 
society, he said.

The use of timber from 
replanted forests is appropri-
ate for vietnam’s main export 
markets such as the US, europe 
and Japan, he explained.

“These markets have strict 
regulations on wood origin 
and the legality of wood. Con-
sumers in these markets do 
not accept wood products 
originating from natural for-

ests, especially tropical and 
precious timber species.

“vietnamese wood processing 
enterprises are well aware of the 
regulations and consumer tastes 
in these markets and strictly 
comply with these regulations 
and requirements,” Lap said.

The industry also uses wood 
imported from the US, eU, Aus-
tralia, Canada, new Zealand, 
and other countries that have a 
developed forestry industry and 
where forests are planted, man-
aged and exploited sustainably.

Also at the signing commit-
ment ceremony held in Ho Chi 
minh City on november 9, the 
associations announced the 
establishment of the Green 
vietnam Fund to change soci-
ety’s perception about the 
wood industry through focused 
activities and carry out activi-
ties under the commitment.

nguyen Chanh Phuong, mem-
ber of the Canvassing board for 
the establishment of the fund, 
said funding for it is from the 
associations and businesses in 
the industry and other donors. It 
has so far mobilised 4.6 billion 
dong ($200,000), he said.

It would prioritise afforesta-
tion, forest protection, protec-
tion of bio-diversity, support 
to livelihood development 
activities by organisations and 
individuals directly participat-
ing in forest protection, and 
others, he said. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

National Bank of Cambodia (NBC) assistant governor Chea Serey speaks at the panel discussion on ‘Money in 
the 21st century: what role for Central Bank Digital Currencies and global coins’. HEAN RANGSEY

The rice sector employs 3.2 million people, or 37 per cent of the Kingdom’s population. 
YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM

The volume of timber harvested from regrown forests is estimated at 
over 35 million cubic metres annually. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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Amid US pressure Huawei drops Honor
C

HineSe telecom giant Hua-
wei announced on novem-
ber 17 it has sold its Honor 
budget phone line to a do-

mestic consortium in a move it said 
was necessary to keep the brand alive 
amid “tremendous” supply chain 
pressures caused by US sanctions.

Honor has been purchased by a 
group of 40 companies comprised of 
agents, distributors and other busi-
nesses dependent on the brand’s 
survival, Huawei and the consortium 
said in separate statements.

Huawei, which earlier this year be-
came the world’s top mobile phone 
seller, said its consumer business “has 
been under tremendous pressure” due 
to a growing inability to acquire com-
ponents as the US seeks to cut the com-
pany off from the global supply chain.

The sale appears aimed at getting 
Honor out from under the Huawei 
umbrella, thereby allowing the brand 
to source components without being 
affected by the US sanctions.

“This sale will help Honor’s channel 
sellers and suppliers make it through this 
difficult time,” said Huawei, based in the 
southern Chinese city of Shenzhen.

The sale is the latest sign that Hua-
wei – also the world’s largest supplier 
of telecommunications networking 
equipment – is being squeezed hard 
by the US campaign against it.

The administration of US President 
Donald Trump alleges that Huawei 
has close ties to China’s government 
and military and that the equipment 
it has installed globally could be used 
by beijing for espionage.

both China’s government and the 
company deny the accusation and say 
that the US has never produced any 
evidence backing up its allegations.

Washington has taken steps to bar 
Huawei from the US market and pre-
vent US companies doing business 
with it and moved to cut off its access to 
global supplies of semiconductors and 
other components, and pressured other 
countries to shun Huawei telecom gear.

Huawei officials have said the attacks 
are motivated more by a US desire to 
bring down a successful business rival.

‘Saving’ Honor
The sale of Honor – whose shipments 

were included in Huawei’s overall totals 
– looks certain to weigh Huawei down 
in the race with Samsung and Apple to 
lead world mobile phone sales. 

Huawei overtook Samsung as the 
world’s largest mobile phone seller in 
the second quarter of this year, only to 
drop back to number two in the third 
quarter, followed by Apple.

Honor is a line aimed primarily at 
younger or more budget-conscious 
buyers and contributes more than 70 
million phone sales annually to Hua-

wei’s overall totals, according to Huawei.
Huawei sold 51.9 million handsets 

in the third quarter, according to in-
dustry trackers iDC. 

“This acquisition represents a mar-
ket-driven investment made to save 
Honor’s industry chain,” said the con-
sortium of buyers, Shenzhen Zhixin 
new information Technology Co.

“it is the best solution to protect the 
interests of Honor’s consumers, chan-
nel sellers, suppliers, partners, and 
employees.”

The buyers include a handful of list-
ed companies, most notably Chinese 
retail giant Suning.com Group.

Huawei said it will no longer “hold 
any shares or be involved in any busi-
ness management or decision-making 

activities in the new Honor company”.
in recent weeks, Huawei reported 

unusually slow revenue growth for 
the first nine months of the year and 
Sweden joined the list of european 
countries banning the use of the com-
pany’s equipment, though a Swedish 
court subsequently suspended the 
ban pending a legal review.

Huawei executive meng Wanzhou 
has meanwhile suffered a series of le-
gal setbacks in her fight against extra-
dition from Canada to the US.

meng was arrested in 2018 on a war-
rant issued by the US, where she is want-
ed on fraud charges related to Huawei 
violations of US sanctions on iran. 

Her extradition hearings are expect-
ed to wrap up in April next year. AFP

Gas flowing from Field Sv to vn pipeline

US Fed 
reserve 
set to buy 
more debt

THe Petrovietnam Gas JSC 
(Pv Gas) on november 16 wel-
comed the first flow of gas 
from Field Sv, part of a project 
to develop the offshore Sv-Dn 
gas field to the nam Con Son 
2 pipeline on the mainland.

The project to develop the Sv-
Dn gas field, located in the nam 
Con Son basin, is a prerequisite 
for the implementation of the 

nam Con Son 2 project, which 
consists of the nam Con Son 2 
and the Sv-Dn gas pipeline sub-
projects, invested in by Pv Gas.

The Sv-Dn field generates 
about 1.5 billion cubic metres 
of gas and 2.8 million barrels 
of crude oil and gas conden-
sate each year and helps 
ensure the firm’s gas supply for 
electricity production and 

consuming facilities in the 
southeastern region.

Pv Gas deputy director-gen-
eral Hoang van Quang said 
aside from the implementation 
of the nam Con Son 2 pipeline 
project, building a pipeline for 
transporting gas from Field Sv-
Dn has also been promptly car-
ried out to collect and deliver 
about two-to-three billion cubic 

metres of gas every year from 
the Sv-Dn and Thien Ung-Dai 
Hung fields to the mainland.

Despite the huge workload, 
poor weather conditions at sea 
and Covid-19 that has ham-
pered the transportation of 
equipment from abroad, con-
tractors have still managed to 
complete the projects, he said. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

THe US Federal reserve (Fed) 
could expand debt purchases, 
a key tool it has deployed to 
help the US economy recover 
from the Covid-19 pandemic, 
vice-chair richard Clarida said 
on november 16.

The Fed already cut its bench-
mark lending rate to zero in 
march at the start of the Covid-
19 pandemic, and has pledged 
to keep it there until inflation 
and employment recover.

but Clarida signalled the 
central bank is willing to ramp 
up purchases of bonds – Treas-
ury debt and mortgage-backed 
securities – to help support 
economic growth.

The Fed “is committed to 
using all of our available tools 
– not just the federal funds 
rate and forward guidance, 
but also large-scale asset pur-
chases” to achieve the goals, 
he said in a speech to the 
brookings institution.

Policymakers discussed the 
bond buying plan at their lat-
est meeting earlier this month 
noting “the critical role they 
are playing in supporting the 
economic recovery”, he said.

The Fed’s bond purchases 
total about $120 billion a 
month, adding to the central 
bank’s already massive debt 
holdings, which were built up 
in the wake of the 2008 global 
financial crisis to stabilise the 
teetering US financial system.

Clarida said the continued 
purchases keep funds in the 
financial system, which means 
households and businesses 
have access to credit. AFP

Honor is a line aimed primarily at younger or more budget-conscious buyers. AFP

The SV-DN field generates about 1.5 billion cubic metres of gas and 2.8 million barrels of crude oil and gas condensate each year. POTS.COM.VN/VIET NAM NEWS

S Korean flag carriers 
to merge in megadeal
South Korea’s two flag carriers 
Korean Air Lines and Asiana 
Airlines are anticipating a tie-
up, as the nation’s policy lender 
Korea Development bank (KDb) 
vowed to finance the 1.8 trillion 
won ($1.6 billion) megadeal.

Announcing a plan to help 
Korean Air Lines acquire a 
majority stake in its longtime 
rival, KDb said on november 16 
that the merger is indispensable 
in keeping the nation’s strug-
gling aviation industry afloat.

“The new integrated Korean 
flag carrier will rise to one of the 
top 10 most competitive play-
ers in the global aviation indus-
try, laying the groundwork to 
cope with the coronavirus cri-
sis with efficiency and to leap 
forward in the post-pandemic 
era,” KDb chairman Lee Dong-
gull said, adding that the state-
run bank was striving to find a 
plausible buyer.

The proposed deal will help 
KDb “minimise the volume of 
state capital to normalise the 
aviation industry and retrieve 
its financing to the compa-
nies”, Lee said.

The remark came three 
months after the proposed 
buyer of Asiana Airlines, HDC 
Hyundai Development Co, 
scrapped its contract with its 

main creditor, KDb, to buy the 
indebted aviation firm.

KDb vice-president Choi Dae-
hyun said KDb has since 
reached out to numerous can-
didates after the 2.5 trillion won 
acquisition deal collapsed, with 
Hanjin KAL being one of them.

Under the plan, KDb will 
inject 800 billion won into 
Hanjin KAL, a major stakehold-
er of Korean Air Lines, by buy-
ing 10.6 per cent of newly 
issued common shares as well 
as exchangeable bonds in a 
capital increase in December.

Subsequently, Korean Air 
Lines will raise 2.5 trillion won 
with new ordinary shares in the 
first quarter of next year. of the 
total, Hanjin KAL will acquire 
shares worth 730 billion won.

The other 1.77 trillion won 
will be raised from an employ-
ee stock ownership plan, exist-
ing Korean Air shareholders 
including retail investors and 
possibly public investors.

Using the proceeds, Korean Air 
Lines will buy 1.5 trillion won of 
new common shares by June 
next year through its instalment 
payment, as well as 300 billion 
won worth of perpetual bonds 
issued by Asiana Airlines by end-
2020. THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK 
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world
France’s macron hosts US’ Pompeo
F

rance’S emmanuel 
macron on monday 
hosted US Secretary of 
State mike Pompeo, a 

staunch defender of President 
Donald Trump, for talks while 
at the same time seeking to 
build relations with President-
elect Joe biden.

Pompeo arrived in Paris on 
Saturday at the start of a sev-
en-nation trip to US allies, al-
though his official schedule was 
extremely light for a two-night 
stay in the French capital.

His sole engagements on 
monday before heading to Is-
tanbul were talks with macron 
and foreign minister Jean-Yves 
Le Drian, as well as a wreath-
laying to remember victims of 
terror attacks.

The US State Department 
said Pompeo and macron 
“discussed significant threats 
to global security, efforts to 
counter violent extremism”.

These included, according to 
the statement, Iran’s “destabilis-
ing” behaviour and the “malign 
influence” of Lebanese Shiite 
group Hezbollah in Lebanon. 

He stressed “the importance 
of the transatlantic alliance 
and naTo unity”, the depart-
ment said, following a Trump 
presidency that had not al-
ways seen europe and the US 
in unison.

The US’ top diplomat has 
been criticised for backing the 
president as he digs in over 
his unsubstantiated claims of 
election fraud.

“There will be a smooth 
transition to a second Trump 
administration,” a defiant 
Pompeo told reporters mo-

ments after announcing his 
trip last week. macron how-
ever was one of the first world 
leaders to congratulate biden.

Pompeo has been critical of 
such overtures to biden.

In an interview with French 
daily Le Figaro, he insisted that 
Trump’s legal challenges to the 
election result were actually 
reinforcing US institutions, 
and that it was important to 
ensure that the vote count had 
been conducted correctly.

French presidential aides em-
phasised that it was Pompeo 
who sought the meeting with 
macron and that it was granted 
“in full transparency with Pres-

ident-elect Joe biden’s team”.
but in a sign of the unease 

generated by his visit to Paris, 
no press conferences took 
place after the meeting.

macron sought from the 
outset to win over Trump, 
making him the guest of hon-
our at bastille Day celebra-
tions in Paris in 2017 – a trip 
that included a dinner with 
their spouses on the second 
floor of the eiffel Tower.

but analysts say the French 
leader has little to show for his 
efforts. Trump pulled the US 
out of the landmark 2015 Paris 
climate accord and the two 
leaders also locked horns on 

Iran, trade and taxing digital 
giants.

eU leaders are still trying to 
save a hard-won international 
deal to curb Iran’s nuclear am-
bitions, which Trump ripped 
up early in his term.

From Paris, Pompeo headed 
to Istanbul, where his trip has 
already caused friction.

In his interview with Le Fi-
garo, Pompeo said he and 
macron agreed that Turkey’s 
recent actions had been “very 
aggressive”.

europe and the US needed 
to work together to persuade 
Turkey’s President recep Tayy-
ip erdogan that these policies 

were not in his country’s best 
interests, he added.

France and other Western 
powers have criticised Turkey 
for its role in the conflicts in 
Syria and Libya, a scramble for 
natural gas in the mediterra-
nean and its backing of azer-
baijan in the recent fighting 
over nagorno-Karabakh.

Pompeo’s only announced 
meeting in Turkey is with 
Patriarch bartholomew I of 
constantinople – the spiri-
tual leader of the Greek or-
thodox world – to discuss re-
ligious freedom, a key topic 
for the evangelical christian 
Pompeo.

no meetings with Turkish of-
ficials are planned during his 
visit to the country, not even 
with his counterpart mevlut 
cavusoglu.

The Turkish foreign ministry 
called Pompeo’s chosen sub-
ject matter for the visit “com-
pletely irrelevant”.

In Jerusalem, Pompeo will 
see Israeli Prime minister 
benjamin netanyahu, who is 
a close partner of Trump but 
who has congratulated biden.

according to Israeli newspa-
per Haaretz and news site ax-
ios, Pompeo will become the 
first secretary of state to visit 
one of Israel’s settlements in 
the occupied Palestinian ter-
ritories, considered illegal by 
virtually all other countries.

He will also tour the Golan 
Heights, whose annexation 
by Israel was recognised by 
Trump.

Pompeo will also visit Saudi 
arabia, the Uae, Qatar and 
Georgia. AFP

Un assembly chief assails Security council

US SenaTe majority Leader 
mitch mcconnell warned Presi-
dent Donald Trump on monday 
against accelerating troop reduc-
tions in afghanistan and Iraq, 
saying it would give extremists a 
“big propaganda victory”.

addressing reports that Trump 
plans to announce within days 
sharp cuts to US forces in both 
countries, the republican Senate 
chief said the US would be “aban-
doning” partners.

He added that the move would 
leave room for the Taliban to take 
control of afghanistan and the 
Islamic State group and al-Qaeda 
to rebuild. 

“The consequences of a pre-
mature US exit would likely be 
even worse than president 
obama’s withdrawal from Iraq 
back in 2011, which fuelled the 
rise of Isis and a new round of 
global terrorism,” mcconnell 
said on the Senate floor.

“It would be reminiscent of the 
humiliating america departure 
from Saigon in 1975.”

mcconnell spoke after media 
reports said the Pentagon had 
received directives to prepare to 
bring back another 2,000 US 
forces from afghanistan and 500 
from Iraq before Trump steps 
down on January 20.

That would leave only about 
2,500 troops in each country, 
fewer than US military officials 
have said is enough to ensure 
stability.

before he was fired on novem-
ber 9, defence secretary mark 
esper had insisted on keeping 
4,500 troops in afghanistan until 
the Taliban reduced its attacks on 
the afghan government to show 
a commitment to peace talks.

The Pentagon did not con-
firm the reports, which said 
Trump could announce the 
withdrawals this week.

Trump entered office nearly 
four years ago pledging to end 
US wars abroad.

He has appeared determined 
to get close to that before he 
steps down, following his 
november 3 election loss to 
Democrat Joe biden.

He said last month he wanted 
US troops home “by christmas” 
and his national Security adviser 
robert o’brien refined that to 
mean the afghan presence would 
fall to 2,500 as early as January.

mcconnell, normally a close 
political ally of Trump, warned 
a rapid withdrawal would 
“delight the people who would 
wish us harm”.

He said: “The spectacle of US 
troops abandoning facilities 
and equipment, leaving the 
field in afghanistan to the 
Taliban and Isis, would be 
broadcast around the world as 
a symbol of US defeat and 
humiliation, and a victory for 
Islamic extremism.” he said.

“It would hand a weakened 
and scattered al-Qaeda a big, 
big propaganda victory and a 
renewed safe haven for plotting 
attacks against america.” AFP

Un GeneraL assembly president vol-
kan bozkir on monday criticised the 
Security council, saying it was failing to 
respond to the world’s biggest chal-
lenges due to “competing interests”.

“The council has, on many occasions, 
failed to carry out its responsibility to 

maintain international peace and secu-
rity,” bozkir, a Turkish diplomat, said at 
a debate on reforming the body.

“competing interests among its 
members and frequent use of the veto 
have limited the Security council’s 
effectiveness. even in some of the most 

urgent humanitarian crises, the coun-
cil could not provide a timely and 
adequate response.”

There has been growing criticism of 
the body, which has not been reformed 
in decades, with France’s President 
emmanuel macron saying in a recent 
interview with Le Grand continent that 
it “no longer produces useful solu-
tions”.

bozkir said reform of the Security 
council was “an unavoidable impera-
tive – both challenging and essential”.

Since the outbreak of the covid-19 
pandemic, the Security council has 
held few meetings devoted to the 
virus.

It took more than three months to 
overcome friction between china and 
the US to pass a resolution on July 1 call-
ing for more international cooperation 
and to support a call by the secretary-
general for a ceasefire in war-torn coun-
tries to help fight the disease.

During the debate on reform, the 193 
Un members discussed the right to 
veto, the privilege of the five permanent 
members of the Security council (chi-
na, russia, the US, France and the UK), 
enlarging the forum and its regional 
balance.

russia, which has used its veto 15 
times since 2011 on the Syrian dossier 
alone, and the US do not wish to see 
that power reduced.

“The United States remains open, in 
principle, to a modest expansion of the 
Security council,” said US diplomat 
ngoyi ngoyi. but “this must be pursued 
in a way that will not diminish the 
Security council’s effectiveness, or its 
efficiency, and will not alter or expand 
the veto”.

Deputy russian ambassador anna 
evstigneeva argued that “ideas leading 
to the erosion of the prerogatives of the 
permanent members of the Security 
council, including the right to veto, are 
unacceptable”.

Using the veto, or even the threat of 
using it, “have repeatedly prevented 
the United nations from becoming 
associated with dubious companies”, 
she added.

Later, chinese ambassador Zhang Jun 
criticised an “over-representation of 
developed countries” and called for a 
larger presence of small and medium 
nations, particularly african ones.

The Security council, which can 
decide on international sanctions and 
the use of force, has 15 members. In 
addition to the five permanent nations, 
it has 10 non-permanent members 
elected for two-year terms.

Germany is a candidate for another 
permanent seat on the council, along 
with brazil, Japan and India. africa is 
seeking two spots but has yet to identify 
potential future beneficiaries. AFP

UN General Assembly president Volkan Bozkir delivers closing remarks to the general 
debate of the 75th session of the general assembly on September 29 in New York. UN/AFP

US head of 
senate blasts 
plan to pull 
back troops

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo (centre) adjusts his mask as he prepares to board a plane at Paris Le 
Bourget Airport standing with US ambassador to France Jamie McCourt (right), in Le Bourget, near Paris, on 
Monday. Pompeo is en route to Istanbul. POOL/AFP
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Indonesian Islamic group head 
hit with fine over Covid breach
T

he Jakarta Public order Agency 
(Satpol PP) has slapped Islamic 
Defenders Front (FPI) leader riz-
ieq Shihab with a 50 million rupi-

ah ($3,550) fine after finding the controver-
sial cleric guilty of disregarding Covid-19 
health protocol when organising a public 
event that attracted large crowds in the In-
donesian capital over the weekend.

Jakarta Satpol PP head Arifin said in a 
letter addressed to rizieq that the latter 
had violated physical distancing mea-
sures currently in effect to prevent coro-
navirus transmission among the public. 
Arifin said Satpol PP held rizieq, along 
with the FPI, responsible for not limit-
ing the number of guests attending his 
daughter’s wedding, which also served to 
commemorate the birthday of Prophet 
muhammad, in Tanah Abang, Central Ja-
karta on Saturday evening.

The event, he said, was in violation of 
Jakarta Gubernatorial regulation no 
79/2020 on the enforcement of health 
protocols as well as Gubernatorial regu-
lation no 80/2020 on the imposition of 
transitional large-scale social restrictions 
(PSbb).

“For such a violation, [rizieq] is subject 
to a sanction in the form of an adminis-
trative fine amounting to 50 million ru-
piah,” Arifin said in the letter, a copy of 
which was obtained by The Jakarta Post. 
“We hope [rizieq] is willing to cooperate 
on future events to ensure compliance 
with health protocols, so that the chain of 
Covid-19 transmission may be broken.”

The firebrand cleric has responded to 
the sanction, claiming that he had always 
intended to apply physical distancing 
measures during the event. however, he 
said the overwhelming deluge of guests 
had made it difficult to impose any physi-
cal restrictions.

“We had actually wanted our [guests] 
to sit 1m away from one another,” rizieq 
said in a video uploaded to the FPI’s You-
Tube channel on Sunday, adding that the 
large number of crowds had quickly tak-
en over most of the event space, making it 
hard for even the clerics in attendance to 
find any available seats. 

Despite having violated the physical 
distancing protocol, rizieq expressed ap-

preciation for his supporters’ enthusiasm 
during the event. “It’s okay, this is what 
my [supporters’] enthusiasm looks like.

I hope we will be delivered from any 
diseases and that Allah will soon eradi-
cate the coronavirus pandemic . . . Don’t 
forget, everyone has to follow the com-
mand of clerics and ulemas,” he said. 

rizieq returned to Indonesia on no-
vember 10 after nearly three years of self-
proclaimed exile in Saudi Arabia.

 on the day of his return, thousands of 
his supporters – including FPI members 
– marched to Soekarno-hatta Interna-
tional Airport in Tangerang, banten, to 
welcome him, causing severe congestion 
on the road to the airport. 

Jakarta governor Anies baswedan report-
edly met with rizieq in the latter’s house 
in Petamburan, Tanah Abang on the same 
day, purportedly only to “catch up” with 
each other, according to media reports.

rizieq was a key figure behind a series 
of sectarian rallies organised by Islamist 
groups to demand Ahok’s imprisonment 

for blasphemy in the months leading up 
to election day.

Anies, who was widely seen to have rid-
den the Islamist wave to win the 2017 gu-
bernatorial election, visited the FPI head-
quarters and met with rizieq during his 
campaign, sparking criticism from both 
detractors as well as his more progressive 
supporters. 

rizieq was embroiled in several legal 
cases when he fled the country in 2017, 
reportedly on umrah (minor hajj) to mec-
ca, Saudi Arabia. The two most infamous 
cases for which the national Police had 
named him as a suspect were a pornogra-
phy case and a case on insulting the state 
ideology, Pancasila. he remained in the 
holy muslim city on “self-exile”, even after 
his visa expired in July 2018. 

rizieq, however, denies that he had 
overstayed his visa, claiming that the Is-
lamic kingdom had denied approving his 
bayan safar, or exit permit, and then had 
later extended his visa. The JakarTa PosT/asia 
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m’sia university, biotech 
firm partner to explore 
microalgae as food source

Philippines’ Cagayan still flooded, typhoon deaths now 69

UnIverSITI Putra malaysia 
(UPm) and biotech start-up 
PnT research are in partner-
ship to explore the innovation 
of microalgae as plant-based 
functional food.

PnT research, which special-
ises in biotech research and 
development (r&D) for use in 
consumer products, will work 
with the r&D team within 
UPm’s bioprocessing and 
biomanufacturing research 
Centre to bring products made 
with microalgae to the market.

Developing an alternative 
source of nutrients like micro-
algae represents a significant 
step forward in the critical shift 
to an equitable and resilient 
food system.

by 2050, the world will need to 
produce 70 per cent more food 
to feed a growing population of 
10 billion people. These foods 
will need to meet a high nutri-
tional standards while reducing 
impact on the environment.

UPm and PnT research will 
expand the incorporation of 
microalgae, the Tetraselmis 
chuii strain in particular, into 
mainstream functional food.

A green microalga approved 
by eFSA (regulation Ue 
2017/2470), T chuii is a sustain-
able source of protein and bio-

active compound with a low 
environmental footprint. It pos-
sesses a number of additional 
beneficial nutrients including 
antioxidants, vitamins, miner-
als and essential fatty acids.

“There is much untapped 
potential in microalgae, which 
we are converting into an action 
blueprint. our plan will be built 
on a foundation of science, with 
the best interest of academia, 
industry and consumers in 
mind,” says PnT research man-
aging director Lee bin hao.

Prof Dr Arbakariya Ariff, Pro-
fessor of Fermentation Technol-
ogy and bioprocess engineering 
at the Faculty of biotechnology 
and biomolecular Sciences at 
UPm, said: “UPm is a beacon for 
collaboration between academia 
and industry partners, and we 
are committed to partner with 
PnT research on this.”

Dr Fadzlie Wong Faizal Wong, 
senior lecturer at UPm’s 
Department of bioprocess 
Technology, said: “microalgae 
have tremendous potential as 
food for the future, but so are 
the challenges for successful 
and wide-ranging incorpora-
tion. microalgae biomass can 
significantly impact food struc-
ture, colour and flavour.” The 
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The death toll from the deadli-
est typhoon to hit the Philip-
pines this year has risen to 69, 
with 12 people still missing, 
while many areas remain sub-
merged in Cagayan province, 
in the northern region worst hit 
by flooding in 45 years, officials 
said on Sunday.

President rodrigo Duterte 
flew to Tuguegarao City on 
Sunday afternoon to assess the 
situation in Cagayan valley, 
which was heavily flooded after 

Typhoon “Ulysses” (interna-
tional name: vamco) dumped 
heavy rain over swaths of 
Luzon, including metro manila, 
on Thursday.

he also flew to Pili, Cama-
rines Sur province, to receive 
briefings from Cabinet officials 
on damage caused by Ulysses 
and the earlier Typhoon “rolly” 
(Goni) in the bicol region.

Twenty-four people were 
reported dead in Cagayan, 17 in 
Calabarzon, 10 in the Cordillera 

Autonomous region, eight each 
in metro manila and bicol, and 
two in Central Luzon.

Among the dead was a 3-year-
old boy whose body was recov-
ered along with those of three 
adults on Saturday from a 
house in benguet province that 
was hit by a landslide at the 
height of Ulysses.

Two engineers, a labourer and 
a driver from the Department 
of Public Works and highways 
in Ifugao province were also 
killed in the landslide.

Secretary of Public Works 
mark villar said the four men 
were part of a quick-response 
team that was deployed to clear 
landslides on the nueva viz-
caya-Ifugao-mountain Prov-
ince road. They were shelter-
ing in a house during heavy 
rain when the landslide swept 
away the house.

A fifth member of the team 
was unharmed, villar said.

“my thoughts and prayers go 
out to our personnel who 
bravely served our country and 
paid the ultimate price. We will 
extend all efforts to look for the 
missing and support the fami-

lies of the victims,” he said.
The national Disaster risk 

reduction and management 
Council reported that 12 peo-
ple were missing in Calabar-
zon, bicol and metro manila.

mark Timbal, spokesperson 
for the disaster management 
council, said 21 people were 
injured and 26,000 houses 
damaged.

“This is the worst flooding 
that we had in the last 45 years,” 
Cagayan governor manuel 
mamba said during a briefing 
with Duterte. “We see that it is 
worsening every year.”

The accumulated effects of 
weather disturbances and huge 
volumes of water released from 
magat Dam in Isabela displaced 
thousands of families in the 
province and Cagayan, some of 
whom had fled to rooftops to 
escape two-story-high floods.

Six cyclones hit the country in 
a span of just four weeks, includ-
ing Ulysses and rolly, the world’s 
most powerful this year.

mamba also lamented the 
denuded forests in Cagayan, 
prompting Duterte to order him 
to curb logging in the province.

“We always talk about illegal 
logging and mining but noth-
ing has been done about it,” 
Duterte said.

In a message during his visit, 
he expressed solidarity with the 
residents of Cagayan and 
extended his condolences to 
the families of those who per-
ished in the storm.

he said: “I want to personally 
assure our fellowmen here that 
the government will continue 
its rescue operations until all 
families are saved, all casualties 
and mission persons have been 
accounted for, and all affected 
individuals and communities 
have received their needed relief 
and other assistance.

“rest assured that we are 
working hard to rebuild your 
lives after these calamities. We 
know your anguish and we will 
respond with urgency. With the 
‘bayanihan’ spirit of the Fili-
pino, I am confident that 
together we will brave all the 
challenges ahead and emerge 
stronger as a [people].”

he thanked the police, mili-
tary, coast guard, local govern-
ments and private organisations 

for banding together to mount 
rescue and relief efforts.

he told local officials to work 
hard to restore normality in the 
ravaged areas, and to give pri-
ority to people who needed 
food and water, as well as those 
who still had no electricity.

The president attributed the 
disaster to climate change.

relief and rescue operations 
continued in Cagayan. In Isa-
bela, magat Dam went on dis-
charging water, two days after 
releasing a volume equivalent 
to two olympic-size pools per 
second, based on government 
data.

Typhoon-weary residents of 
Luzon can rest easy this week, 
with no weather disturbance 
seen coming in the next days, 
the state weather service said 
on Sunday.

but residents in northern 
Luzon, including Cagayan val-
ley, should be ready for rain 
brought by the northeast mon-
soon, the Philippine Atmos-
pheric, Geophysical and Astro-
nomical Services Administration 
(Pagasa) said. PhiLiPPiNe DaiLY 

iNQUirer/asia News NeTwork

Dr Fadzlie Wong (left) leads the research on microalgae bioprocessing 
at UPM. The sTar

Residents shelter on the roof of their flooded house in Cagayan province, 
north of Manila, on Saturday, days after Typhoon Vamco hit parts of the 
Philippines bringing heavy rain and flooding. aFP

Crowds from various regions flock the road to Soekarno-Hatta International Airport in 
Tangerang, Banten, to welcome firebrand cleric and leader of the Islamic Defenders Front (FPI) 
Rizieq Shihab on Tuesday. aNTara/The JakarTa PosT
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Opinion

T
He signing of the 
regional Compre-
hensive economic 
Partnership (rCeP) 

offers a badly needed boost 
to regional economic confi-
dence, and may serve as a 
crucial first step toward the 
redrawing of the global eco-
nomic map over time.

As such, the deal has his-
toric implications not only 
for the 15 signatories – the 10 
ASeAn members, Australia, 
China, Japan, new Zealand 
and the republic of Korea – 
but also potentially the 
world.

Covering a combined pop-
ulation of 2.1 billion and 
accounting for nearly 30 per 
cent of global GDP, the rCeP 
is the largest trade pact the 
world has ever seen – bigger 
than both the US-mexico-
Canada Agreement and the 
eU single market.

Although it does not go as 
far as the eU in integrating 
member economies, for its 
commitment to progressively 
lower tariffs between the 
member economies alone 
over the coming years, a free 
trade deal of such a scale will 

provide enormous momen-
tum to regional trade. not to 
mention the hopes it embod-
ies for countering protection-
ism, boosting investment, 
opening up the trade in serv-
ices and allowing freer move-
ment of goods within the 
region.

The deal may in turn pro-
vide substantial assistance to 
the post-pandemic recovery 
of the signatory economies.

The heavy blow dealt to 

regional economies by Cov-
id-19 added to the signato-
ries’ sense of urgency and 
facilitated the ultimate sign-
ing of the agreement.

Although nothing should 
blind us to the hurdles the 
rCeP faces ahead, what was 
accomplished on Sunday was 
ultimately an opening move 
toward a more promising 
future for the region.

but the parties to the agree-
ment should be aware that any 

attempt to add geopolitical 
baggage to the essentially eco-
nomic grouping will only end 
up disrupting its functioning.

It is misleading to portray it 
as a China-led alternative to 
the now-defunct US pro-
posed Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship (TPP), as some are 
already trying to frame it.

on the one hand, beijing’s 
enthusiastic support for the 
rCeP doesn’t mean beijing is 
leading it. Its formulation 

and future operation is and 
will be a process of consen-
sus-based coordination and 
collaboration.

on the other hand, despite 
the US withdrawal, the Com-
prehensive and Progressive 
Agreement for Trans-Pacific 
Partnership is alive and well 
as a reincarnation of the TPP.

There must always be a 
clear understanding that what 
drew the 15 countries togeth-
er was common trade con-
cerns, rather than political 
beliefs and broader values. 
Giving it geopolitical conno-
tations will only prove divi-
sive, now and in the future.

If concerns over the uncer-
tainty in US domestic politics 
and the next US administra-
tion’s approach to the Asia-
Pacific were factors facilitat-
ing Sunday’s signing of the 
rCeP, it is probable that 
these will inevitably loom 
larger as time goes by.

Like it or not, the rCeP 
won’t operate on its own in an 
international political vacu-
um. nonetheless, the realisa-
tion of the rCeP is a land-
mark achievement of east 
Asian regional cooperation, 
and a victory for multilateral-
ism and free trade against the 
forces opposing them. CHINA 

DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

THe result of the US presidential 
election was clear, and means that 
Joe biden will be sworn in on January 
20, 2021.

most observers agree that a biden 
presidency will ease tensions in the 
US-China trade war triggered by his 
predecessor Donald Trump, helping 
stabilise the global economy once 
again.

However, there are concerns that 
biden appears to be working with 
european partners to counter China 
with what could turn into a technolo-
gy war, spearheaded by America’s 
return to the Paris Climate Agree-
ment. biden has prioritised signing 
back up to the agreement, which 
Trump withdrew from in 2017.

During his campaign, biden 
declared that the US would hold a 
meeting of more than 190 world lead-
ers at next year’s Paris climate change 

conference (CoP21) to set more 
ambitious goals in reducing green-
house gas emissions that cause glo-
bal warming.

Among the outcomes of this meet-
ing will be a US policy to label imports 
with information on their carbon 
footprint. The labels will give consum-
ers details of imported products’ car-
bon content or greenhouse gas emis-
sions throughout their service life. 
more significantly, carbon tariffs will 
be imposed on imports – pushing up 
the price of products with a larger car-
bon footprint.

Is Thailand ready to tackle this new 
climate policy?

on the bright side, Thailand may 
benefit from the US’ return to CoP21. 
The US will become an important 
ally in reducing global warming after 
Thailand signed an agreement to 
reduce its greenhouse gas emissions 

(GGe) by 20-25 per cent by the year 
2030.

In 2017, Thailand recorded a GGe 
reduction of approximately 14 per 
cent, mainly from power plants and 
transportation.

Thailand’s renewable energy devel-
opment plan targets 30-per-cent 
usage of clean energy by 2037, a goal 
that may lead to easier trade negotia-
tions with the US.

Thai exporters are already preparing 
for carbon-footprint policies, and 
many are now working with interna-
tional certification bodies to measure 
their emissions and certify their label-
ling for consumers.

Thailand is currently considered the 
most carbon-sensitive economy in 
ASeAn, with products registered with 
the Thailand Greenhouse Gas man-
agement organisation (TGo).

About 4,472 Thailand-made prod-

ucts have already been labelled by 
the TGo, most of them in the food 
and beverage sector, followed by con-
struction, petroleum and jewellery.

However, there are tens of thousands 
of products that are not yet ready. If 
carbon taxes are imposed by the US 
and other countries, they will certainly 
affect both the price and the competi-
tiveness of Thai exports.

Therefore, businesses that export 
their products to the US must adapt 
quickly and prepare for the new US 
policy to reduce global warming. 
Although their manufacturing costs 
will increase, the benefits will soon 
become obvious. In the end, the 
whole world will have to play by the 
same rules. Thai businesses that 
can adapt quickly to the new carbon 
tariffs will get a head start on the 
competition.THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

opinion
Editorial

RCEP significant opening move for 
regional economic integration

Is Thailand prepared for the carbon war?

Representatives of signatory countries are pictured on screen during the signing ceremony for the RCEP 
trade pact at the virtual ASEAN summit on Sunday. Afp



F
AR from being wiped 
out by the coronavi-
rus pandemic, Brit-
ain’s film and televi-

sion industry is enjoying a 
blockbuster run thanks in 
large part to a surge in online 
streaming.

Attracting global produc-
tion teams to spectacular 
landscapes, gothic castles and 
state-of-the-art studios in the 
UK, the nation’s film industry 
has enjoyed big growth in re-
cent years – also thanks to tax 
breaks.  

From blockbuster movie 
franchises “James Bond” and 
“Star Wars” to hit US series 
Games of Thrones, Britain has 
a long history of filming inter-
national hits despite endur-
ing some lean times.

“The UK screen industries 
are a huge success story and 
a big contributor to the cul-
tural economy of Europe,” 
said Gary Davey, chief exec-
utive of Sky Studios.

“We have a wealth of talent 
right across the UK, both on-
screen and off-screen. I don’t 
see that changing anytime 
soon,” Davey told AFP.

US-owned broadcast-
ing group Sky is meanwhile 
pressing ahead with new 
multi-billion-dollar facili-
ties in Hertfordshire, north 
of London – already home to 
long-standing Elstree studios, 
or “Britain’s Hollywood”. 

Even if the real Hollywood 
continues to dominate, the 
British film sector is by no 
means a small player, employ-
ing about 140,000 people and 
generating billions of pounds 
to the economy annually.

Bollywood is also a big fan.

“The UK is historically a 
preferred shooting location 
for a lot of Indian films,” said 
Vikram Malhotra, CEO of 
Abundantia Entertainment.

“The UK is a very shooting-
friendly location. Not only is 
there support and facilitation 
available for production but also 
you get support in key areas like 
trained crew, equipment, actors 
and post-production.”

Malhotra meanwhile 
praised the UK’s response 
amid the pandemic.

“The UK government and 
its departments have moved 
quickly and supported us, es-
pecially where production is 
concerned, which has made 
the UK relatively even more 
attractive now,” he told AFP.

Cruise reassured 
Tuning in to the sector’s 

importance, the government 

authorised at the start of July 
– as the UK was exiting its first 
lockdown – the resumption of 
filming Mission: Impossible 7, 
while allowing crews quaran-
tining exemption.

Culture secretary Oliver 
Dowden, whose parliamentary 
constituency Hertsmere is home 
to Elstree studios, even contact-
ed “Mission: Impossible” star 
Tom Cruise to reassure him.

In general, the UK film in-
dustry got back to work quick-
ly after the end of the first 
lockdown, while it has been 
allowed to keep the cameras 
rolling during the ongoing 
second enforcement endured 
by much of the country.

“The vast majority of our 
shows both in the UK and 
internationally are now back 
up and running,” said David 
McGraynor, chief operating 
officer at ITV Studios.

Davey said that since re-
sumption, Sky has split pro-
duction into various close-
contact groups.

“The very few cases of Covid 
we have seen on set have all been 
contained very quickly prov-
ing that this method of pooling 
teams together is working.

“Productions can take a 
little longer, but it’s actually 
the pre-production work and 
planning that now takes up 
more time,” he noted.

Davey said the sector has 
adapted quickly – “reimagin-
ing storylines and using new 
technology such as remote 
editing to deliver shows on 
time and on budget”.

“One thing that our indus-
try is good at is innovation,” 
he added.

New studios
The killer disease is boost-

ing already popular stream-
ing platforms – such as Netflix 
and Disney+ – in part owing 
to the temporary closures of 
cinemas worldwide.

And these two US entertain-
ment giants are among a group 
of companies helping to ex-
pand Britain’s studio network.

Sky Studios Elstree is due to 
open in 2022 on a site close to 
world-renowned Elstree Studios 
– where many “Star Wars” have 
been filmed as well as global 
hits including “Indiana Jones”, 
“Superman” and The Shining.

Also in 2022, US group 
Blackhall is set to open new 
studios west of London. The 
capital’s Shepperton stu-
dios has meanwhile struck 
an agreement with Netflix, 
broadcaster of  The Crown – 
the hit series chronicling the 
life of Queen Elizabeth II.

Pinewood, which has forged 
a partnership with Disney, 
is expanding its site most fa-
mous for its key role in the 
007 films and also wants to 
open it up to the public by of-
fering attractions.

“We have all these incredible 
opportunities,” Adrian Woot-
ton, CEO of Film London and 
the British Film Commission, 
told a recent conference.

“They’re not stopping be-
cause of Covid. In fact, the 
appetite for doing them is 
even greater notwithstanding 
the challenges we’ve recently 
experienced.”

UK production spending hit 
£3.7 billion ($4.8 billion) in 2019, 
more than half for cinema.

“If we can harness that content 
boom, we could get from three 
billion to six billion pounds” by 
2024, he predicted. afp

Lebanese 
minister 
mocked 
over sexist 
comment
LEBANESE have poked fun at 
outgoing interior minister 
Mohamed Fahmi after he sug-
gested the solution to a ban on 
deliveries during a coronavi-
rus lockdown was for women 
to start cooking.

Lebanon started a two-week 
partial lockdown on Saturday 
to try to stem the spread of the 
Covid-19 virus as cases topped 
100,000 and intensive care 
hospital departments became 
overwhelmed.

When a journalist asked Fah-
mi what Lebanese should do on 
Sunday when a day-long curfew 
suspended popular food deliv-
eries from restaurants and 
supermarkets, he quipped: “Let 
women cook a little.”

Appalled women reacted by 
lambasting the minister’s sex-
ist comment on social media, 
and vowing they were #Not_
cooking_on_Sunday.

“#Sexism results in deep 
rooted repression & discrimi-
nation against us women, 
national ‘leaders’ disgracefully 
support inequalities,” associ-
ate professor Carmen Geha 
responded on Twitter.

“I will cook happily the day 
they pick up and recycle gar-
bage,” she added, referring to 
oft-criticised public services.

Award-winning journalist 
Dalal Mawad slammed what she 
called a “sample of the level of 
discourse and awareness among 
this country’s politicians”.

Lebanese men joined in 
posting images of themselves 
dicing up vegetables or shak-
ing pans on the stove, as they 
took on the #Fahmi_challenge 
– to be a man and cook.

“I apologise, honourable 
minister, that today I cooked 
for my sons,” one user, a 
divorced man raising his sons 
on his own, wrote beside a 
picture of him serving a meal 
on Facebook.

“I apologise because their 
mother is a doctor like me and 
the head of a department in 
France, and I and my children 
are very proud of her.”

Lebanon is also reeling from 
a devastating blast at Beirut’s 
port in August that killed more 
than 200 people, and a raging 
economic crisis that sparked 
mass protests last autumn 
against entrenched politicians 
viewed as incompetent and 
out of touch.

“Gender equality Mr Fahmi, 
have you ever heard about it? 
Or too busy ruining our coun-
try with your bunch of friends?,” 
wrote another Lebanese man 
on Facebook in English.

Another one made a video to 
the tune of the “Mission: 
Impossible” soundtrack, 
encouraging others to follow 
suit, and finishing with the 
revelation: “Men . . . also do the 
washing up.” afp

12 THE PHNOM PENH POST  NOVEMBER  18, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Lifestyle

Daniel Craig (left) 
and Prince Charles 
on the set of the 
25th James Bond 
film at Pinewood 
Studios in Iver 
Heath, west of  
London. afp/pool

Tom Cruise was allowed to continue filming in the UK in July, as the country was exiting its first lockdown. afp

Smooth sailing for UK film industry 
despite horrors wrought by virus
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Japan Pm declares war on ink stamp ‘hanko’

Study: Warmer world linked 
to poor pregnancy results

excavations unearth statue of 
Greek God Hermes in Athens
THe head of an ancient statue of the 
Greek god Hermes has been 
unearthed during excavations for 
sewage system improvements in 
central Athens, the ministry of cul-
ture said on november 15.

The “original artwork dating late 
4th century bC or early 3rd century 
bC” is in good condition.

The marble head, found just 1.3 
metres under the pavement on the 
busy Aiolou street on november 13, 
“depicts the god in a mature age and 
is obviously a part of a herm”, the 
statement added.

Herms or Hermas are sculptures, 
usually of the head of Hermes, and 
sometimes a torso, which were set 
on a squared column erected at road 
crossings as signs.

According to Greek mythology, 
Hermes was the son of Zeus and the 
messenger of the gods, who also pro-
tected travellers and merchants.

The ministry gave no estimate of the 
value of the sculpture but it was imme-
diately transported to a warehouse of 
the directorate of antiquities.

on november 14, Athens mayor 
Kostas bakoyannis posted a photo 
of the Hermes head on his Facebook 
ac-count. “Unique Athens”, he said. 
AFP

JAPAn’S new prime min-
ister is declaring war, but 
there’s no danger of an 
international conflict: the 

target of his ire is the humble 
ink stamp known as hanko.

It might seem paradoxical in 
a country often assumed to be 
a futuristic tech-savvy para-
dise, but Japan’s business 
world and bureaucracy remain 
heavily dependent on paper 
documents, hand-stamped 
with approval.

The drawbacks to hanko, 
which are used for everything 
from delivery receipts to mar-
riage certificates have become 
increasing clear during corona-
virus – many Japanese were 
unable to work from home 
because they had to physically 
stamp documents in the office.

now Prime minister Yoshi-
hide Suga is on a push to digitise 
the nation, but he faces an 
uphill struggle when it comes to 
the stamps, which range from 
mass-produced plastic ones to 
hand-carved wooden versions 
used on special occasions.

Artisan stamp-maker Takahiro 
makino, who painstakingly carves 
miniature characters into each 
unique piece he makes, isn’t 
too worried about the drive.

“We shouldn’t keep using 
things that aren’t necessary. but 
on the other hand, an object of 
value will survive no matter 
what,” he told AFP at his work-
shop in downtown Tokyo.

For each stamp, he carefully 
paints the name of the person 
or company that will adorn it, 
before beginning the delicate 
work of chiselling.

each stamp will “carry the 
personality of each crafts-
man,” the 44-year-old said.

Sturdy handmade stamps like 
makino’s cost several hundred 
dollars and are often given by 
parents to children as a com-
ing-of-age gift – an essential 
tool for a responsible adult.

Their unique design is regis-
tered at city hall so it can be 
verified when used to validate 
property deeds and other 
important documents.

Stamp it out
For everyday signatures, 

people use smaller, cheaper 
mass-produced seals, and the 
stamps are often a key part of 
an office worker’s daily grind.

That’s precisely what Suga 
and his administrative reform 
minister Taro Kono are keen to 
stamp out.

“I will insist no seals be 
required for administrative 
procedures unless they are 
justified,” Kono said at a press 
conference soon after his 
appointment.

examples of hanko excess 
aren’t hard to come by, with 
Kono himself citing docu-
ments reportedly stamped 
more than 40 times by differ-
ent officials.

And Japanese residents say 
the stamps are sometimes even 
required in digital transactions.

“one time I was asked to 
stamp a piece of paper, scan it, 
and then attach it to an elec-
tricity bill,” laughed Sayuri 
Wataya, 55, an editor.

The government’s push has 
borne some fruit, with Japan’s 
national police agency saying it 
will stop the mandatory use of 

the seals for casual document 
approvals from next year.

big Japanese companies 
including Hitachi have also 
vowed to abolish hanko use in 
internal paperwork.

observers warn however that 
streamlining the reams of 
paperwork that currently 
swamp Japanese companies 
and government offices 
involves deeper-rooted issues.

Japan research Institute man-
ager Takayuki Watanabe sees the 
stamps as part of Japan’s hierar-
chical business culture.

To get a decision approved, 
an employee often needs 
stamped approval from col-
leagues above them in rank, 
one by one, he told AFP.

“First you need a seal from 
your superior, then the team 
leader, the section chief and 

the department director,” he 
said. “It’s a no-no to skip those 
in the middle.”

The top boss usually stamps 
their seal upright on the left of a 
document, with lower-ranking 
employees all tilting their stamps 
towards it as if “bowing”.

Seal of approval
Having the whole team’s 

stamps shows a collective 
decision has been made, 
Watanabe said.

“It’s like, ‘I stamped my seal 
to approve it but you did it 
before me, so you should be 
held liable’,” explained account-
ant Tetsuya Katayama.

“no one wants to take respon-
sibility in Japan,” he said.

Watanabe warned that the 
government’s anti-hanko cam-
paign will founder unless 

Japanese workers can break 
out of that mentality.

“even if they digitise paper-
work, they will end up press-
ing computer buttons as 
ma ny t i mes [a s t hey 
stamped],” he said.

“People have to steel them-
selves to take certain respon-
sibility.”

At the All Japan Hanko 
Industry Association, senior 
official Keiichi Fukushima is a 
perhaps unlikely advocate for 
scaling back stamping.

“People have used hanko 
stamps just for the sake of 
stamping,” he concedes.

Insisting they are used only 
when necessary will clarify 
when they’re actually needed 
and “may be a good chance to 
prove how important the cus-
tom of hanko is”. AFP

Women exposed to high tem-
peratures and heatwaves dur-
ing pregnancy are more likely 
to have premature or stillborn 
babies, researchers said.

Such outcomes – closely 
linked to poverty, especially in 
the tropics – will likely increase 
with global warming, espe-
cially during more frequent 
and intense heatwaves, they 
reported in The BMJ, a medical 
journal.

even small increases “could 
have a major impact on public 
health as exposure to high tem-
peratures is common and esca-
lating,” the study concluded.

each year, 15 million babies 
are born premature, the lead-
ing cause of death among chil-
dren under five, according to 
the World Health organisation 
(WHo).

That mortality is concen-
trated in the developing world, 
especially Africa.

To quantify the impact of 
higher heat on pregnancy out-
comes, an international team 
of researchers led by matthew 
Chersich from Wits reproduc-

tive Health and HIv Institute 
in Johannesburg looked at 70 
peer-reviewed studies of 27 
rich, poor and middle-income 
nations.

of the 47 studies that con-
cerned preterm births, 40 
reported they were more com-
mon at higher temperatures.

The odds of a preterm birth 

rose, on average, by five per 
cent per one degree Celsius 
increase, and by 16 per cent 
during heatwave days, accord-
ing to the new findings.

Global warming has seen 
earth’s average temperature 
rise by 1C over the last century, 
with greater increases over 
large land masses. AFP

An ancient statue of the Greek god Hermes has been unearthed 
during excavations for sewage system improvements in central 
Athens. AFP

Hanko, or traditional ink stamps, are used to sign everything from 
delivery receipts to marriage certificates in Japan. AFP

Traditional ink stamp-maker Takahiro Makino, 44, is pictured writing characters on a hanko at a studio in Tokyo. AFP

A pregnant woman walk in the street in Paris. Pregnant woman exposed 
to high temperatures are more likely to have premature babies. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Ozone depleter, briefly
  4 Exotic jelly flavor
  9 Square or circle, e.g.
 14 2016 Olympics city
 15 Lowest deck on some ships
 16 Class in Hindu society
 17 Have ___ at (try)
 18 Once more
 19 It may have a cross to bear
 20 Aggressive barterer
 23 Unreasonably high
 24 Big, clumsy guy
 25 Tree with acorns
 28 Web-footed rodent
 32 Hypnotic state
 34 Interject
 37 The March King
 39 Sexily suggestive
 40 Monster film
 44 Highway entrance or exit
 45 Like the boondocks
 46 Smidgen
 47 He flew too close to the sun
 50 Skin orifices
 52 Cornelius of “Soul Train”

 53 Titanic transmission
 55 Raise, as a flag
 59 Terrible-twos twins?
 64 Helicopter sound
 66 “Au revoir”
 67 Tree juice
 68 Prevention measurement
 69 Emulates Dracula
 70 Serpent’s prey
 71 Actress Samantha
 72 Steps that cross a fence
 73 Word between two surnames
DOWN
  1 Things may get stuck in these
  2 Brawl
  3 Australian aborigine’s call
  4 Crossbar supporter
  5 Primal desire
  6 Wing-shaped
  7 Tear up, as a check
  8 Sleep disorder
  9 Fishmonger’s tool
 10 Revolutionary War patriot Nathan
 11 Spacesuit donner
 12 Sch. support org.
 13 Bard’s “always”
 21 EU predecessor

 22 Fitting
 26 Ghana’s capital
 27 ___ up (tense)
 29 Singular or plural pronoun
 30 Sound like a well-tuned engine
 31 Deplete
 33 Gallery display
 34 Hard on the nose
 35 Harsh Athenian lawgiver
 36 Requiring much effort
 38 Frizzy hairdo
 41 Lending letters or tax mo.
 42 Teacup handle
 43 Tavern
 48 Loan shark
 49 Cry audibly
 51 ___’wester (rain hat)
 54 Thick portions
 56 “Peer Gynt” dramatist
 57 Toil
 58 Wigwam relative
 60 Marine menace
 61 Make a long story short
 62 Long-tailed monkey
 63 Tape spool
 64 Misfortune
 65 Warm squeeze

“POETIC LICENSE” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

beyond shadow of 
Dubai, Sharjah shines 
light on Arab artists
I

t doesn’t have the malls 
of Dubai or the mega-
projects of Abu Dhabi, 
but the conservative Gulf 

emirate of Sharjah has carved 
out a role for itself as a cul-
tural capital.

the unassuming emirate, 
often overlooked by visitors 
in favour of its glitzier neigh-
bours, is ruled by Sheikh Sul-
tan bin mohamed Al-Qasimi, 
known for his keen interest in 
art and history.

Its cultural calendar has 
evolved to feature book fairs, 
exhibitions at more than a doz-
en museums and festivals that 
celebrate photography, theatre, 
poetry and calligraphy.

At the museum of Sharjah, 
works on display showcase 
everything from daily life in 
the old City of Yemen’s capi-
tal Sanaa to a massacre of 
Palestinian refugees by Israel-
allied Christian militia during 
Lebanon’s civil war.

“We are providing an artis-
tic service for the Arab world,” 
said Sultan Sooud al-Qas-
semi, a well-known emirati 
academic with half a million 
followers on twitter, strolling 
through the galleries.

the barjeel Art Foundation 
which he founded in 2010 
aims to preserve and exhibit 
more than 1,000 modern 
and contemporary pieces by 
Arab artists.

“Sharjah is not the richest 

emirate in the Gulf, but it is in 
terms of being the richest cul-
turally,” said the 42-year-old 
who has taught in universities 
in the United States and France.

‘Go local’
Sharjah is one of the seven 

emirates that make up the 
United Arab emirates, an in-
novative and oil-rich country 
which has poured huge sums 
into culture.

In 2017, the Louvre Abu 
Dhabi, a branch of the iconic 
Paris museum, opened its 
doors – attracting some two 
million visitors in its first two 
years of operation.

the financial and entertain-
ment hub of Dubai hosts a 
number of contemporary art 
galleries, and is next year to 
host the multi-billion-dollar 
world exhibition – expo 2020 – 
with major arts components.

but it is Sharjah, probably 
best known for its total ban 
on alcohol, that has claimed 
the country’s cultural crown.

Its place on the global art 
scene has been sealed by the 
Sharjah biennial, a large-
scale exhibition of contem-
porary works which it hosts 
every two years.

“For a desert, Sharjah is an 
uncommonly fertile loca-
tion for a biennial. there are 
countless untapped histories 
in the land and surrounding 
waters – and just as many 

suppressed ones,” Artnews 
magazine said.

UneSCo named Sharjah 
the cultural capital of the 
Arab world in 1998 and last 
year it was declared the World 
book Capital.

And the emirate this week 
launched the Sharjah Inter-
national Literary Agency, a 
first in the Gulf, with the goal 
of promoting emirati and 
Arab writers.

“It’s very easy to continue to 
support artists from europe, 
but it’s our artists here that 
need our support, resources 
and confidence, said manal 
Ataya, director general of the 
Sharjah museums Authority.

“there’s been an under-
representation of Arab artists 
globally,” she told AFP.

Qassemi said the eureka 
moment that inspired his col-
lection came when he saw 
crowds flocking to view a van 
Gogh at Paris’s renowned mu-
see d’orsay.

“I told myself one day I will 
see such a queue of people 
wanting to view the works of 
the best Arab artists,” he said.

“the Arab world is rich in art 
. . . Unfortunately many young 
Arabs are not aware of it.

“We must fight against West-
ern domination and the orien-
talist vision of the Arab world. 
We must know local art and 
Arab artists before we learn 
about Picasso and Dali.” AFP

Manal Ataya, the director-general of the Sharjah Museum Authority. AFP

An Emirati man, wearing a protective mask due to the Covid-19 pandemic, visits Sharjah Art Museum. AFP
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Welshman storms vendee Globeblack Caps skipper will sit 
out the West Indies T20s

elneny tests positive as int’l break 
sees major spike in Covid-19 cases

Welsh sailor Alex Thomson 
was 100 nautical miles ahead 
of key rivals as the epic vendee 
Globe yacht race was poised 
to head into the notorious wa-
ters known as the doldrums 
some time on Tuesday after 
eight days on the high seas 
since leaving France.

Thomson’s 60-foot Hugo 
Boss is one of eight of 33 
competitors whose craft are 
fitted with a state-of-the-art 
foil that lifts it partly out of 
the water and can hit record 
speeds.

The solo round-the-world 
race is approaching the 
feared waters known as the 
doldrums either side of the 
equator where clashing head-
winds from the two hemi-
spheres can cause either dead 
calm or storms.

“on our way to the dol-
drums. looking forward to 
them. They say it’s not too bad 
right now, but I’ve heard that 
one before,” Thomson joked 
on a YouTube video with the 
wind howling around him 
late on monday.

A reminder of what can 
happen in high seas caused 
drama overnight as seventh-
placed Corum l’epargne lost 
its mast with the team scram-
bling to salvage their recent-
ly-built multi-million dollar 
yacht.

“We lost the mast off Cape 
verde,” the team announced 
as 45-year-old Frenchman 

nicolas Troussel became the 
first skipper to pull out.

Conversely the Jeremie bey-
ou-skippered Charal is about 
to re-embark on the race after 
returning to port in France 
on Wednesday for lengthy re-
pairs.

“It’s madness but I’m go-
ing back. We had ideas about 
winning. It’ll be another race 
now,” said beyou.

Technically he may target 
the fastest time of 74 days 3 
hours and 46 seconds set by 
Armel Le Le Cleac’h in the last 
edition four years ago.

Frenchman Jean le Cam 
on his old style Yes We Cam, 
was in second place followed 
closely by Thomas ruyant on 
LinkedOut.

race standings as of mon-

day 1700GmT:
1. Alex Thomson (Gbr/

Hugo Boss) 21.956,2 nautical 
miles to race

2. Jean le Cam (FrA/Yes we 
Cam !) at 98.5

3. Thomas ruyant (FrA/
LinkedOut) 112.2

4. Charlie Dalin (FrA/Apiv-
ia) 171.9

5. Kevin escoffier (FrA/
PRB) 18.9

6. benjamin Dutreux (FrA/
OMIA-Water Family) 235.8

7. louis burton (FrA/Bu-
reau Vallee 2) 261.3

8. samantha Davies (Gbr/
Initiatives-Coeur) 273.5

9. Yannick bestaven (FrA/
Maitre Coq IV) 280.7

10. boris herrmann (Ger/
Seaexplorer-Yacht Club de 
Monaco) 281.7 aFp

neW Zealand captain Kane 
Williamson and pace spear-
head Trent boult will miss 
the upcoming Twenty20 se-
ries against the West Indies to 
concentrate on 
Test matches, 
selectors said 
on Tuesday.

h o w e v e r , 
the black Caps 
have added an 
exciting ele-
ment to the 
13-man T20 
squad in the 
form of south Af-
rican-born debutant 
Devon Conway, the 
stand-out domestic 
batsman in recent sea-
sons.

Coach Gary stead 
said Williamson and 
boult were sitting out 
the three T20s – be-
ginning in Auck-
land in novem-
ber 27 – to keep 
them fresh for 
the two Tests 
against the 
West Indies in 
December.

“We’ve had 
to make a de-
cision on Kane 
and Trent 
to prioritise 

the Test matches, given how 
important they are to our 
red-ball team and the 
fact they both played 
such big roles in the 
recent IPl while 
also managing 
injuries,” 

h e 
said.
stead 

said the 
new Zea-
l a n d e r s 

focused on 
the five-day 

format because 
they were a re-
alistic prospect 
of making the 
World Test 
Championship 
final after post-
ing an upset 
2-0 series win 
over India ear-
lier this year.

he was look-
ing forward to 
seeing Conway 
on the inter-
national stage, 
predicting the 

2 9 - y e a r - o l d 
would “soak up” 
the experience.

C o n w a y 
moved to new 

Zealand in 2017 

and has been carving 
up attacks ever since, 
winning back-to-

back domestic player 
of the year awards in 

2018 and 2019.
The left-hander, who be-

came eligible to play for new 
Zealand in August, replaces 
fellow power hitter Colin mu-
nro, who is playing in Austra-
lia’s big bash league.

Fast bowler Kyle Jamieson is 
the only other new cap in the 
T20 squad, while the Test side 
is the same one that faced In-
dia in February.

New Zealand Twenty20 squad
Tim southee (capt), hamish 

bennett, Devon Conway, 
lockie Ferguson, martin 
Guptill, Kyle Jamieson, Daryl 
mitchell, Jimmy neesham, 
Glenn Phillips, mitchell sant-
ner, Ish sodhi, Tim seifert, 
ross Taylor

*Doug bracewell, scott Kug-
geleijn and mark Chapman 
replace Jamieson, southee 
and Taylor in game three

Tests: Kane Williamson 
(capt), Tom blundell, Trent 
boult, Colin de Grandhomme, 
Kyle Jamieson, Tom latham, 
henry nicholls, Ajaz Patel, 
Tim southee,  ross Taylor, 
neil Wagner, bJ Watling, Will 
Young. aFp

A
rsenAl and egypt 
midfielder mohamed 
elneny has tested 
positive for Covid-

19, his agent said monday, as 
figures published by the Pre-
mier league showed a sharp 
increase in cases coinciding 
with the international break.

Already unpopular with Pre-
mier league clubs because of 
the risk of injury to key play-
ers, the mood among the likes 
of Arsenal’s mikel Arteta and 
his fellow top-flight bosses is 
unlikely to be improved by 
figures from the november 
9-15 latest round of weekly 
tests showing the Premier 
league returned 16 positive 
coronavirus cases from 1,207 
players and staff tested.

This compares with four 
positives from 1,646 tests dur-
ing the week of november 2-8 
and a previous weekly high of 
10 positives.

And while players who were 
away on international duty 
at the time would not have 
been included in the Premier 
league’s latest figures, there 
may now be concerns that 
the knock-on effects of play-
ers returning from long-dis-
tance trips have led to a surge 
in reported cases. 

Those who tested positive will 
now self-isolate for 10 days.

As has long been its policy, 
the Premier league refused to 

name the clubs or individuals 
involved.

but Alan nazmy, elneny’s 
agent, tweeted: “elneny Posi-
tive Cov19 get well soon.”

meanwhile, the egyptian 
Football Association con-
firmed in a Facebook post 
that elneny was isolating in 
line with medical protocols. 

his Covid-19 result came 
just three days after it was an-
nounced that liverpool’s mo-
hamed salah had also tested 
positive while on internation-

al duty with egypt.
“The results of the medi-

cal swabs conducted by the 
national team upon arrival 
in Togo showed negative all 

except for Arsenal player mo-
hamed elneny, whose result 
appeared positive without 
any symptoms,” the eFA said.

“The player immediately 
began to implement the spe-
cial medical protocol for peo-
ple infected with Covid-19.”

An egypt side without salah 
beat Togo 1-0 in Cairo on sat-
urday in the first of two back-
to-back 2021 Africa Cup of 
nations qualifying matches 
between the countries.

salah has scored eight Pre-
mier league goals for liver-
pool already this season.

If he is sidelined, it would 
be a blow for Premier league 
champions liverpool, who 
were deprived of senegal for-
ward sadio mane earlier in 
the season when he too test-
ed positve for coronavirus, al-
though he has since returned 
to the team.

liverpool manager Jurgen 
Klopp has already lost defend-
er Joe Gomez to a knee tendon 
injury he suffered while on 
england duty last week.

The club say Gomez is likely 
to be sidelined for months.

And the reds are counting 
the cost of being deprived of 
key central defender virgil 
van Dijk for what is expected 
to be most of the season after 
he tore knee ligaments in a 
clash with everton goalkeeper 
Jordan Pickford. aFp

British skipper Alex Thomson sails with his IMOCA boat Hugo Boss’ 
foils deployed after the start of the solo round-the-world Vendee Globe 
yachting race on November 8.  aFp

Liverpool’s Dutch midfielder Georginio Wijnaldum (left) vies with Arsenal’s Egyptian midfielder Mohamed Elneny during the English Premier 
League football match between Liverpool and Arsenal at Anfield in Liverpool. aFp

New Zealand’s Kane 
Williamson bats during 
the third Twenty20 
cricket match between 
New Zealand and 
India at Seddon Park in 
Hamilton on January 29, 
2020. aFp



NBA faces a dubious draft 
with no sign of a No 1 choice

Djokovic off to a 
flying start at ATP

T
he 2020 NBA Draft 
takes place on 
Wednesday with 
questions swirling 

around the likely identity of 
the No 1 pick as teams at-
tempt to gauge talent after a 
college season decimated by 
Covid-19.

Barely four weeks after 
LeBron James and the Los 
Angeles Lakers clinched the 
NBA Finals after a mara-
thon, virus-truncated season, 
Wednesday’s virtual draft is 
being held just five weeks be-
fore the 2020-2021 campaign 
tips off.

The Minnesota Timber-
wolves will have the cov-
eted first pick, ahead of the 
second-placed Golden State 
Warriors and the Charlotte 
Hornets.

The Chicago Bulls and 
Cleveland Cavaliers take the 
fourth and fifth slots.

Yet unlike 2019, when 
the New Orleans Pelicans 
snapped up the generational 
talent of Zion Williamson with 
the top pick, there is deep un-
certainty over which player is 
likely to be chosen first.

The leading contenders 
appear to be Georgia’s An-
thony Edwards, who aver-
aged 19 points per game as a 
freshman, the 7ft 1in (2.16m) 
Memphis center James Wise-
man and LaMelo Ball, the 
youngest of three basketball-

playing brothers who already 
have their own reality TV 
show.

Ball’s oldest brother Lon-
zo, the No 2 pick in the 2017 
draft, already plays in the 
NBA with New Orleans while 
middle brother LiAngelo is in 
the NBA’s G-League. 

LaMelo has been tipped as 
a possible No 1 pick but errat-
ic shooting ability may weigh 
against the 6ft 7in, 19-year-
old from California.

‘A lot of unknowns’
That may mean that Ed-

wards ends up being cho-
sen first by Minnesota, who 
is seen as a more logical fit 
to complement the Timber-
wolves’ point guard D’Angelo 
Russell and center Karl-An-
thony Towns.

What is not in doubt how-
ever is the fact that Covid-19 
has made the painstaking 
task of identifying draft talent 
even more demanding than 
usual.

The cancellation of the 
NCAA Tournament’s “March 
Madness” earlier this year 
means that teams have lim-
ited game tape to work from 
while the NBA’s Draft Com-
bine was held virtually.

Golden State Warriors gen-
eral manager Bob Myers ad-
mitted the disruption to the 
basketball calendar this year 
had left teams facing some-

thing of a leap into the un-
known.

“It’s different from anything 
we’ve ever experienced,” My-
ers said. “I’ve never seen the 
NCAA Tournament or confer-
ence tournaments shut down 
midway through or just be-
fore they began, so nobody 
has seen that.

“We’ve all had to do our best, 
whether that’s agents, play-
ers, colleges, pros, so we’re 
thrust into that, too, and it 
makes for a lot of unknowns. 
It makes for a lot of variables 
that we’re not accustomed to 
dealing with.”

Covid restrictions 
Covid-19 restrictions have 

also limited teams’ ability to 
subject prospects to exhaus-
tive workouts and medical 
testing. Teams have been al-
lowed just 10 visits with col-
lege players, Myers said.

“Usually we’d bring in play-
ers to our facility,” Myers said. 
“We’d put them through our 
workout, put them through 
our medical issues and what 
we’d like to see of them, our 
own performance testing.

“We take them to dinner, 
we do all kinds of stuff. When 
you’re committing whatever, 
$20, $30, $40 million to a play-
er, you want to get it right.

“We’ll see. I don’t know in 
five years if they redraft if we 
all screwed it up or would 

have done better had it been 
normal. We’ll never know the 
answers to those questions.”

Myers’ comments were 
echoed by Gersson Rosas, the 
Timberwolves’ president of 
basketball operations.

Rosas admitted how-
ever that while the lack of 
gametape had made it harder 
to gauge prospects, history 
showed that talent was often 
lurking throughout the draft. 

Rosas cited the example of 
the 2013 draft, where top pick 
Anthony Bennett turned out 
to be a bust, while the 15th 
pick – Giannis Antetokoun-
mpo – went on to become 
the league’s MVP in 2019 and 
2020.

“The reality is we won’t 
know what this draft brings 
until three or four years down 
the road, people don’t know. 
There haven’t been enough 
games,” Rosas said.

“There is a very similar draft 
some years ago, when people 
said the same thing. 

“There’s no clear number 
one, it’s a weak draft.” And 
our current MVP was part of 
that draft. So there’s talent in 
every draft. “It’s our job and 
our responsibility to do the 
work that we need to do to 
find that talent.

“We feel good about the tal-
ent in this draft, not only at the 
top, but throughout it. I think 
this is a deep draft.” afp

NOVAK Djokovic produced 
a masterclass on Monday to 
launch his campaign for a re-
cord-equalling sixth title at the 
ATP Finals as Daniil Medvedev 
outfought former champion 
Alexander Zverev.

The world No 1 crushed 
Argentine eighth-seed Diego 
Schwartzman 6-3, 6-2  while 
Russia’s Daniil Medvedev out-
fought former champion Alex-
ander Zverev 6-3, 6-4.

Djokovic, who has already 
sealed the year-end No 1 spot 
for a record-equalling sixth 
time, is aiming to match the 
absent Roger Federer, who 
holds the record of six ATP Fi-
nals wins, a number Djokovic 
can tie.

The Serbian, 33, has enjoyed 
another sparkling season de-
spite the coronavirus inter-
ruption, winning four titles in-
cluding the Australian Open.

He came into the match at 
an empty O2 Arena with a 5-0 
record against the diminutive 
Schwartzman but the debutant 
started impressively, breaking 
Djokovic in the third game.

However, the top seed broke 
back immediately and took 
his game up a notch, breaking 
again and converting his first 
set point with a powerful serve 
down the T.

Two more breaks in the second 
set were enough to take Djokovic 
to a comfortable win against his 
outclassed opponent.

The Serbian admitted he 
had started slowly but said he 
was pleased with his game as 
the match wore on.

“In the second set I started 
swinging through the ball a bit 
more, bit less hesitation from 
both corners and I was very 
pleased with the way I played 
in the second set especially,” 
he said.

 Empty stands 
The five-time champion 

said he was missing the fans, 
who usually pack the cav-
ernous O2 Arena for the elite 
eight-man event.

“I’ve been playing the ATP Fi-
nals in this arena for many years 
and I’ve been blessed to experi-
ence some incredible matches 
and atmospheres and it feels 
very strange to play in front of 

empty stands,” he said.
The evening contest be-

tween Medvedev and Zverev 
was a rematch of last week’s 
Paris Masters final, where the 
Russian came out on top.

Both players struggled to 
hold serve in an intense start to 
the contest on Monday, swap-
ping breaks as they struggled 
to catch their breath.

Fifth-seed Zverev hit four 
double faults in his first two 
service games to set the tone 
and struggled to find a rhythm 
behind his second serve 
throughout the whole match, 
losing 15 out of 19 points.

Medvedev, who lost all three 
matches on his first appear-
ance at the ATP Finals last year, 
broke again in the sixth game 
to take the first set.

The pair settled into more of 
a rhythm on serve in the sec-
ond set but 2018 champion 
Zverev blinked first, broken in 
the seventh game as his shoul-
ders slumped.

Medvedev, spotting the Ger-
man far back behind the base-
line, slipped in an underarm 
serve in the following game, 
holding serve before closing 
out the match to love, com-
pleting his triumph with a 
leaping backhand winner.

There were 15 break points 
in the match, Medvedev sav-
ing five of the six he faced.

The Russian fourth seed said 
his win at the Paris Masters 
had given him confidence, 
describing Monday’s battle as 
exhausting.

“The intensity of the match 
was one of the most I had in my 
career so actually second set for 
both of us was easier to make 
some winners because we were 
both tired so we couldn’t run 
any more,” he said.

“There were some amazing 
rallies. I’m happy that I came 
out on top of this battle.”

World No 2 Rafael Nadal, 
chasing his first ATP Finals 
crown, won his first match 
in Group London 2020 on 
Sunday, along with US Open 
Dominic Thiem.

The O2 Arena is hosting the 
ATP Finals for the 12th and fi-
nal season before the year-end 
championships moves to Tu-
rin next year. afp

Sport
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Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James led his franchise to their 17th NBA championship title. afp

World No 1 Novak Djokovic returns against Argentina’s Diego 
Schwartzman in their men’s singles round-robin match on day two of 
the ATP World Tour tennis tournament at the O2 Arena in London.  afp


	01
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08
	09
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16

