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P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen will return to work 
and start presiding 
over events again if his 

fourth Covid-19 test is nega-
tive on November 18, when his 
quarantine ends.

On November 4, Hun Sen 
announced the cancellation 
and postponement of sev-
eral scheduled programmes 
while he spent 14 days in 
self-quarantine to comply 

with health protocol.
The prime minister and 

roughly 1,300 others who were 
in direct and indirect contact 
with Covid-19-positive Hun-
garian Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs and Trade Peter Szijjarto 
during his November 3 visit 
have had their samples exam-
ined for the coronavirus and 
are awaiting a fourth, final test.  

On November 15, another 
28 people connected to the 
so-called “November 3 event” 
took their third Covid-19 

test, according to the Minis-
try of Health. A total of 1,352 
samples were examined dur-
ing the third test, all of which 
came out negative. 

After the three rounds of tests, 
only four people tested positive. 

Government spokesman 
Phay Siphan told The Post on 
November 16 that Hun Sen 
had delegated representa-
tives to take over some events 
while others had been post-
poned. He said if the fourth 
test is negative, Hun Sen 

would start to attend meet-
ings in person again. 

“During self-quarantine, 
Prime Minister Hun Sen has 
been doing his work normally 
through electronic means. 
He just could not go out to 
meet with people, to avoid 
any unwanted transmission 
of the virus. But at the end 
of the 14-day quarantine, 
he will definitely go out to 
meet the public because of 

PM set for last Covid 
test, planned events

Peru left 
without 
president 
as Merino  
resigns
PERU was without a presi-
dent on Monday after Con-
gress failed to agree on a 
successor to interim leader 
Manuel Merino, who 
resigned following days of 
street protests against him.

Merino announced he 
was stepping down on Sun-
day, following an ultimatum 
from Congress for him to 
quit or face censure after a 
police crackdown on pro-
testers left at least two dead 
and scores injured.

“I want to let the whole 
country know that I’m 
resigning,” said Merino, 59, 
in a televised address, 
sparking celebrations in the 
capital Lima following street 
protests against the ousting 
of his popular predecessor.

Congress now has to 
name Merino’s successor to 
become the country’s third 
president in a week.

Merino only assumed 
office on Tuesday, a day after 
the assembly impeached 
predecessor Martin Vizcarra 
on corruption charges. As 
speaker of Congress, he was 
next in line as the post of 
vice-president was vacant.

A crisis session of Con-
gress failed to agree on a 
new president on Sunday 
night. Leftist legislator and 
former human rights activ-
ist Rocio Silva Santisteban, 
supposedly a consensus 
candidate, needed 60 votes 
but she only got 42, with 52 
against and 25 abstentions.

“Congress had in its hands 
the solution to this political 
crisis that they generated. 
However, today they have 
turned their backs on the 
country,” former economy 
minister Vizcarra Maria 
Antonieta Alva tweeted.

Party whips then held a 
closed-door meeting as thou-
sands of protesters remained 
peacefully on the streets, 
undisturbed by police.

Thousands have for days 
protested against Merino, 
who had launched the first, 
unsuccessful, impeach-
ment proceedings against 
Vizcarra in September.

Elections are scheduled 
for April next year and Meri-
no was due to leave office in 
July, when Vizcarra’s man-
date was to end. AFP

Doors of light reopen
a Hindu priest prepares an idol in a temple in Mumbai on sunday, as places of worships in Maharashtra state are preparing to reopen after more 
than eight months of shutdown due to the Covid-19 pandemic. AFP

PP-S’ville expressway on schedule
Hin Pisei

THE construction of the more 
than $1.9 billion Phnom Penh-
Sihanoukville Expressway has 
not been delayed despite the 
Covid-19 pandemic, with more 
than 26 per cent of the project 
completed and expected to fin-
ish in about two years, according 
to Ministry of Public Works and 

Transport secretary of state 
Vasim Sorya.

The first expressway in Cam-
bodia will boast a total length 
of more than 190km and 
stretch from Samrong Krom 
commune in Phnom Penh’s 
Por Sen Chey district to Siha-
noukville’s Commune III.

Construction of the road 
began on March 22, last year, 

led by Chinese-based China 
Road and Bridge Corporation 
through Cambodian PPSHV 
Expressway Co Ltd.

Sorya told The Post on 
November 16 that the con-
struction of the expressway 
had now reached 26.86 per 
cent completion. He said min-
istry officials always work 
with construction companies 

to complete construction as 
planned.

“According to the graphics, the 
construction process on this 
road is in line with the scheduled 
plan, and can be completed in 
the first half of 2022,” he said.

He added the expressway will 
greatly contribute to the growth 
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Nov Sivutha

THe national election Com-
mittee (neC) has a tentative 
plan to register political parties 
and candidates online next year 
to bolster trust in Cambodian 
elections and the country’s in-
formation technology system. 

neC spokesman Dim So-
vannarom told The Post on 
november 15 the process of 
registering political parties 
and candidates will roll out 
in the first six months of next 
year. For this work to begin, 
however, neC needs to or-
ganise a consultative meeting 
with relevant parties before 
setting it in motion. 

He said the neC will dis-
cuss the idea with the Korea-
based Association of World 
election bodies (A-Web) 
regarding the election plan, 
while also discussing need-
ed materials and IT issues. 

“This online registration 
system can prevent a candi-
date from standing for more 
than one political party. For 
those who have the right to 
register, they have to have 
their names on the ministry 
of Interior list in accordance 
with the Law on Political 
Parties,” Sovannarom said.

ruling Cambodian People’s 
Party (CPP) spokesman Sok ey-
san supported the plan. He said 
it is in line with technological 
advance in Cambodia where 
more is being done online.  

“I view the neC plan as a re-

sponse to modern technolo-
gies and this will facilitate the 
registration of more political 
parties. It’s good that the neC 
enables online registration. 

“However, not all parties can 
register online – they need to 
be [recognised and] regis-
tered at the ministry of Interi-
or formally first. They need to 
follow prescribed terms and 
conditions and other formali-
ties as stipulated in the Law 
on Political Parties. only then 
can they register candidates 
in elections,” eysan said. 

Cambodian Youth Party 
president Pich Sros also 
supported the plan, saying 
Cambodia and the world are 
currently facing Covid-19. 

“If there is such an online 
registration system, it will 
make it convenient [for can-
didates to register]. but what 
is worrisome and problemat-
ic is the official election forms 
still have to be certified by 
election officials,” he said.

Korng Savang, an observer 
from the Committee for Free 
and Fair elections in Cambo-
dia (Comfrel), said registering 
political parties and candi-
dates online is good, but cor-
rect procedures need to be 
prepared. 

“regarding online registra-
tion, it is good if neC has pro-
cedures and parties prepare 
registration forms correctly 
based on the law. It is even bet-
ter when it gains support from 
the government,” he said.

neC plans to offer 
online registration

officials tasked with reviving rice crops
Niem Chheng

THe ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries has released a circular for offi-
cials to restore crops damaged by recent 
floods. The circular included measures to 
increase rice harvests during the rainy sea-
son and preparing for the dry season. 

In the two-page circular, minister veng 
Sakhon said most of Cambodia has ex-
perienced rainfall since the beginning 
of this year’s rainy season. He said the 
conditions are good for growing rice and 
achieving quick results. 

Sakhon added that as of november 
11, farmers throughout the country had 
transplanted or sown rice on 2.79 million 
hectares of the planned 2.59 million hect-
ares, or seven per cent ahead of the target.

The circular said droughts and floods 
had damaged 127,121ha of rice crops 
throughout the country. The government 
distributed more than 6,400 tonnes of rice 
seeds and other types of vegetable seeds for 
farmers in 19 provinces affected by floods 
to ensure food security, keep rice exports 
afloat and rejuvenate damaged crops. 

For the rainy season, which will end 
soon, Sakhon told officials to observe and 
educate farmers who receive seeds about 
their technical uses, plantation technique, 
crop care and pollutant removal. For high-
er altitude locations with a lack of water 
sources, people have to shift from planting 
rice to planting other crops, he said.

officials have also been instructed to 
cooperate with relevant ministries, lo-
cal authorities and national and inter-
national partners to set favourable areas 
and encourage people to plant crops 
there, according to the circular.

officials have to set places with wa-
ter sources to find ways to pump water 
into reservoirs and canal systems to en-
sure water support for agricultural crops. 
They also have to advise farmers on how 

to keep water for rice care and check their 
techniques using harvesting machines. 

For growing rice in the dry season, 
Sakhon called on officials and citizens to 
pay attention in using water and encour-
age farmers to select rice seeds that are 
suitable for all seasons and have shorter 
growing periods. 

Sakhon said: “Farmers have to regular-
ly check, take care of, fertilise and protect 
the rice that has been planted already. 
They have to remove grasses, maintain 
enough water and check the condition of 
eliminating pests and diseases,” he said. 

banteay meanchey provincial agri-
culture department director Pang van-
naseth said on november 16 that he had 
prepared measures suggested in the cir-
cular. 

banteay meanchey was one of the 
provinces affected by floods in october. 

While water in various districts has re-
ceded, some districts are still flooded, 
such as Preah netr Preah and Phnom 
Srok. 

Farmers typically start growing rice in 
the dry season in november. because of 
the recent floods, farmers have not yet 
planted their rice.

vannaseth said: “We prepared [these 
measures] already and we will follow the 
plan. What I am concerned about is wa-
ter shortages. We went to advise people 
because they like to grow rice using ma-
chines and they do not estimate water 
demands. There could be a water short-
age at the end of the season.” 

In general, people in one district in 
banteay meanchey are estimated to 
plant rice during the dry season on about 
8,000ha. but in some cases, they plant on 
up to 30,000ha, vannaseth added.

In a two-page circular, agriculture minister Veng Sakhon said droughts and floods had damaged 
127,121ha of rice crops throughout the country. hong menea

People in nov 3 
event urged to 
take final test 
Continued from page 1

his attentiveness [to the people],” 
Siphan said.

minister of Public Works and 
Transport Sun Chanthol said on no-
vember 15 while leading a delega-
tion of the ministry’s technical work-
ing group to inspect 38 streets being 
constructed in Siem reap province 
that a ceremony for the construc-
tion was planned for november 30. 

Chanthol said the event will be pre-
sided over by the prime minister. 

meanwhile, You Sunlong, the min-
ister attached to the prime minister, 
said Hun Sen would preside over a 
groundbreaking ceremony for the 
construction of a road linking Stung 
Trang district in Kampong Cham 
province to Kroch Chhmar district 
in Tbong Khmum province. 

This ceremony was scheduled to 
take place in Prek Kak commune’s boe-
ung Deng village in Kampong Cham’s 
Stung Trang district on December 7.

meanwhile, health minister mam 
bunheng called on people involved in 
the november 3 event to complete their 
quarantine and take the final Covid test. 

“Although the third tests were all 
negative for Covid-19, which is a 
good result for Cambodia now, we 
must not forget that the Covid-19 
virus may invade us at any time, un-
der any circumstance and anywhere. 
There are only a few days left until the 
fourth test day, which will take place 
on november 18,” bunheng said.

As of november 16, there are a total 
of 302 Covid-19 patients in Cambodia, 
289 of whom have been discharged 
from hospitals, the ministry said.

Japan extends Covid loan for Kingdom  
Niem Chheng

JAPAn has extended its loan for 
Cambodia for $270 million to 
be used in Covid-19 response 
and economic revitalisation, 

the ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Cooperation said fol-
lowing the 12th virtual mekong-Ja-
pan Summit on november 13.

At the summit, leaders of five me-
kong countries – Cambodia, Laos, 
myanmar, Thailand and vietnam – 
welcomed Japan’s establishment of 
the Covid-19 Crisis response emer-
gency Support Loan. Under this 
initiative, the country extended ap-
proximately $270 million to Cambo-
dia and $230 million for myanmar.

In october, Cambodian foreign 
minister Prak Sokhonn had a tele-
phone conversation with his Japa-
nese counterpart motegi Toshimit-
su, who said his government would 
provide $234.6 million under the 
Covid-19 loan scheme.

minister of economy and Finance 
Aun Pornmoniroth, who attended 
the summit on behalf of Prime 
minister Hun Sen while he is under 
quarantine, acknowledged Japan’s 
role in strengthening and promot-
ing existing relationships. 

Pornmoniroth said he hoped Ja-
pan would also contribute to the 
Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-mekong 
economic Cooperation Strategy 
(ACmeCS) Development Fund. 
Cambodia is currently the chair of 
ACmeCS.

In a joint statement after the sum-
mit, the Japanese foreign ministry 
said: “Japan reiterated its intention 
to support ACmeCS through me-
kong Japan cooperation.”

on november 13, the five mekong 

countries also held a separate sum-
mit with the republic of Korea. 

During the mekong-roK summit, 
Pornmoniroth urged chamber of 
commerce in each mekong country 
to closely cooperate with the Korean 
trade association in order to reach 
a memorandum of Understanding 
between the six countries. 

Pornmoniroth said Cambodia 
will highlight five priority areas to 
be addressed when it co-chairs the 
mekong-roK next year.

 “As the incoming co-chair of the 
third mekong-roK summit, Cam-

bodia will prioritise five key aspects. 
We will put into implementation the 
post Covid-19 regional economic re-
covery plan, focusing on economic 
stabilisation, improved livelihoods 
and strengthening our prepared-
ness against the future pandemic”, 
Pornmoniroth said.

other priorities, he said, in-
clude fostering regional trade flow 
through diversification and trade 
liberalisation with active contri-
bution from the private sector, 
strengthening and expanding co-
operation by adhering to multilat-

eral and universal mechanisms. 
Also prioritised are development 

of green industries and cities, Porn-
moniroth said.

According to the Cambodian for-
eign ministry, the republic of Korea 
has contributed $10.4 million to the 
mekong countries since 2013. 

South Korean President moon Jae-
in said during the summit Korea will 
work closely with the mekong coun-
tries to ensure universal and equitable 
access to Covid-19 vaccines. He also 
proposed the mekong-roK be a step 
towards a “strategic partnership”.

Five Mekong countries welcomed Japan’s establishment of the Covid-19 Crisis Response Emergency Support Loan. finance ministry
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Ponlork Malis, one of many successful Amret customers. supplied

Ponlork Malis – the owner of the popular Champa Donroeun Restaurant in Prey Veng province who is well known for her cuisine, especially the 
fried pork leg – speaks of her experiences in the food industry and what is needed to ensure success in business. 

Q How did you get started as a business-
woman? And what initial challenges 

did you need to overcome?

In 2000, I took over the business from my 
parents, who initially only sold soup from 
our home. The biggest challenge then was 
not having enough working capital to ex-
pand the business or to hire staff. However, 
my family and I continued to run this small 
business with what we had. 

It was tough as we had to manage practically 
everything ourselves, from sourcing our in-
gredients at the market to cooking, washing 
dishes, running tables, taking orders, serv-
ing customers and collecting cash. 

A typical day would begin at 5am, and while 
the restaurant closed at 9pm, cleaning up 
usually meant finishing around 11pm. It was 
exhausting, but if a person is determined 
and enjoys what they do, it is rewarding as 
well. 

Q  As a wife, mother and businesswoman, 
how do you use your time effectively  to 

balance the different aspects of your life?

When I first took over the business in 2000, 
I was married with a young daughter and 
also pursuing a Bachelor’s degree in Man-
agement. It was definitely the busiest time 
of my life! I needed to be fully focused 

while allocating my time between running 
the business, studying and looking after my 
family. However, with my dream of being 
successful and ensuring a prosperous life 
for my family to provide good education 
opportunities for my children continuing 
to motivate me, I managed to organise my 
time effectively. 

A typical day for me involved getting up at 
5am every day to go to the local market. 
Then it was time to get the children ready 
for school, with cooking and food prepara-
tion coming next as we prepared to serve 
lunch. It was time for the children again af-
ter school, before getting ready to serve the 
dinner crowd. I would then study at night.  

To this day, I continue to follow this routine, 
especially as my children grow up. I have to 
spend more time looking after them both 
with their education and outside school. 
Time off to be able to de-stress is also need-
ed, which requires support from my hus-
band and family.

Q  What have been the most difficult pe-
riods to get through?

The most difficult period of my career was 
between 2007 to 2008 during the global 
economic downturn. A lot less customers 
were patronising my restaurant. At times it 
was very quiet and there were hardly any 

customers at all during peak lunch hours! I 
was really upset, worried and anxious dur-
ing that time. 

However, I took the opportunity to innovate 
new dishes and improve customer inter-
action, while pricing the menu even more 
competitively to attract new customers. 
When the quality of the food is good and the 
price is affordable, customers are bound to 
recommend your restaurant to their friends 
and families. Word of mouth recommenda-
tions are very important for any business.

The current Covid-19 pandemic is also very 
challenging, affecting customer traffic and 
making my restaurant quiet again. To man-
age my overheads, I have turned to take-
away orders and delivery to keep the busi-
ness running. 

These two experiences in particular have 
given me important lessons and have made 
me a tougher businesswoman, one able 
to face future challenges. You need to go 
through tough times to appreciate the good 
times. Perseverance, focus and a never-give-
up attitude are the ingredients for success 
in the business world. 

Q  What advice do you have for women 
wishing to venture into business? 

Based on my experiences with the restau-

rant over the years, I would like to advise all 
women who want to venture into business 
to never give up on their dreams – especially 
do not be afraid of working hard as there 
are no easy jobs. 

Great customer service is of paramount 
importance for any business. Having well-
trained staff is crucial to the success of any 
business as they represent the owner and 
the services being provided to customers. 
We must also be willing to listen to our cli-
ents at all times to keep improving products 
and services, and appeal to both returning 
and new customers. There is also a need to 
innovate to keep up with the latest trends. 

At the end of the day, to be a successful busi-
nesswoman, you must be able to divide your 
time successfully between your business and 
family obligations. It may appear easy, but al-
locating your time effectively is perhaps the 
hardest thing. As the famous saying goes: “A 
woman’s work is never done!”
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Voun Dara

THe beehive Social Demo-
cratic Party (bSDP), the Khmer 
national United Party (KnUP) 
and the Khmer United Party 
(KUP) have decided to form 
an alliance named The Alli-
ance of Khmer Democrats. 

mam Sonando of bSDP will be 
the group’s president, while nhek 
bun Chhay of KnUP will serve as 
deputy president and Kuch Ly of 
KUP as secretary-general.  

Ly told The Post on novem-
ber 16 that the group initially 
planned to form an alliance 
with all 15 parties from the 
Supreme Council for Consul-
tation and recommendation. 
The plan failed, leading the 
three parties to form this alli-
ance as a start, he said.   

“We are supposed to have 
a press conference about the 
establishment of The Alliance 
of Khmer Democrats on no-
vember 16, but the ministry 
of Interior disapproved of the 
gatherings due to the Covid-19 

pandemic. So we postponed 
the conference to a later date 
in the future,” he said. 

Ly said this new alliance is 
made up of politicians with 
similar visions and shared 
goals. It will add as many 
members as possible, he said. 

He said the plan is for the al-
liance to be a force in the com-
mune elections of 2022 and 
the 2023 national election. 

He said however that the 
alliance does not aim to es-
tablish a new political party, 
but wants to allocate areas for 
each political party. 

As an example, Ly said if the 
KUP stands for election in Kan-
dal province, the parties in the 
alliance do not have the right to 
stand in this province and all ac-
tivists have to vote for the KUP. 

Democratic Institute presi-
dent Pa Chanroeun praised 
the establishment of the alli-
ance. He said this is a way of 
doing politics in a democratic 
political system. 

In the previous election, the 

three parties did not receive 
enough votes to gain seats. 
The results of this alliance 
depend on their abilities to 
be real democratic politicians 
and propose policies that help 
gain the trust of the people. 

“To declare one as a demo-
cratic person is not enough, 
but politicians have to show it 
through political policies and 
actual activities,” he said. 

Sonando said on november 
16 that although the leader-
ship of the current govern-
ment is peaceful, this alliance 
is established because there 
are many problems in society, 
especially corruption. 

“Prime minister Hun Sen 
cares of the country and stops 
war and establishes peace. but 
he has still not accomplished 
tackling corruption issues. I 
don’t have the plan to establish 
this alliance to lead the country 
smartly, but we can think of so-
cial issues in reforming society 
from our capacity and demol-
ish corruption,” he said. 

Fringe political parties form 
Alliance of Khmer Democrats

Governors told to set 
administrative borders
Voun Dara

D
ePUTY Prime min-
ister and minister of 
Interior Sar Kheng 
recently requested 

governors in Phnom Penh and 
the provinces to specifically 
set their administrative bor-
ders and send documents to 
the ministry by the end of the 
year to address issues related 
to the commune elections for 
the fifth mandate.

Sar Kheng sent a letter inform-
ing the governors on november 
13. The letter said that while 
some administrative borders 
on the sub-national level had 
been set, there were still several 
yet to be precisely marked. 

“We therefore cause contro-
versy in managing [administra-
tive borders]. It negatively af-
fects providing public services 
to people, preparing develop-
ment plans, protecting security 
and order and various work in 
those areas,” said Sar Kheng. 

The ministry requests munic-
ipal and provincial governors 
to push research committees 
to check the borders that have 
been created in the past to study 
and evaluate any conditions 
that may require a change. 

Sar Kheng also instructed 
the governors to analyse the 
situation, tackle the issue and 
maintain unity, according to 
the letter. 

When they report back to 

the ministry with updated 
borders, the ministry will 
have a foundation to suggest 
ideas to the government. 

Licadho deputy director 
Am Sam Ath said on novem-
ber 15 that in the past, there 
have been many issues for 
people regarding borders, 
especially land disputes. Au-
thorities force each other to 
solve problems when there is 
border confusion as well 

Sam Ath said: “not setting spe-
cific municipal and provincial 
borders also causes other prob-
lems for people, like clarifying 
identity cards. People don’t know 
which specific provincial admin-
istration they should go to.

“The provincial administra-
tion also does not dare to give 
clarification. Therefore, set-
ting specific borders is a good 
responsibility of provincial, 
district and commune ad-
ministrations,” he added. 

The national election Com-
mittee (neC) deputy secre-
tary-general Som Sorida said 
on november 15 that com-
mune election laws allow citi-
zens to elect representatives 
to their commune leadership. 

“Setting specific borders is 
setting actual borders of each 
commune. Setting specific dis-
trict and commune borders is 
therefore helpful for the neC 
in registering voter lists ac-
cording to law,” he said.

Interior minister Sar Kheng said borders at the sub-national level had 
been set, but there are still several yet to be marked. hean rangsey

The alliance hopes to be a force in the 2022 commune elections and the 2023 national election. supplied
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Soth Koemsoeun 

THe ministry of Health is 
warning the public to be 
ready for a cold front and 
protect their health as the 
temperature drops.

The ministry advised that the 
lower temperatures can cause 
respiratory disorders, or lead 
to streptococcal infections, 
resulting in symptoms such 
as a runny nose, oesophagus 
inflammation, coughing and 
those associated with the flu.

An instruction issued by the 
ministry dated on november 
16 said the cold season has 
officially set in and people 
need to be extra careful about 
their health, especially people 
living in areas with extremely 
cold weather. 

Seasonal diseases that oc-
cur often in cold weather from 
December to January each 
year are respiratory disorders, 
flu, runny nose, oesophagus 
inflammation, coughing and 
gastric-intestinal inflamma-
tion.

The ministry has instruct-
ed people to wear warm 
clothes, wrap their necks 
with handkerchiefs and 
scarves, and wear hats and 
gloves to keep their bodies 
warm.  People should also 
seek medical treatment if 
they have difficulty breath-
ing or have a fever, coughing, 

sore throat and muscle pain 
or other health problems. 

“When you cough or sneeze, 
please cover your mouth with 
tissues, cloth or clean hand-
kerchiefs. Without the cloth 
or handkerchiefs, please 
cough or sneeze while cover-
ing your mouth with a shirt or 
jacket sleeve. 

You must not use empty 
hands to cover your mouths.  
Additionally, wash your hands 
frequently with soap and wa-
ter and refrain from touching 
your eyes and nose if your 
hands are yet to be washed,” 
the ministry announced.

Takeo province resident 
Hor Sokhim told The Post on 
november 16 that she had 
already bought some warm 
shirts, hats and gloves to wear 
in the cold season. but the 
weather in the province is 
colder at night than daytime 
because sunny day keeps the 
weather from being too cold.  

“I am worried only about my 
children because they are still 
small. When we dress them, 
they take clothes off because 
they don’t like to wear multi-
layers of trousers and shirts 
and I don’t have old people in 
the house to watch them and 
dress them all day. I, there-
fore, call on neighbours with 
old people in their homes to 
help dress them with multi-
layer clothes,” she said.

Health ministry issues 
warning as cold front 
take aim on Cambodia

UneSCo unveils campaign 
to fight coronavirus stigmas
Long Kimmarita

U
neSCo has 
launched an art 
campaign in Cam-
bodia to counter 

xenophobia, stigmatisation 
and disinformation triggered 
by the Covid-19 pandemic.

The campaign was officially 
announced on november 16 
with youths, journalists and 
officials taking part in drawing 
with chalk on a blackboard to 
demonstrate their joint efforts 
against discrimination and 
fear of people with Covid-19.

In a press release, UneSCo 
said participants used chalk to 
draw pictures, short words and 
symbols with a larger meaning.

“The words have been se-
lected to represent both the 
challenge and positive ac-
tions and behaviour inspired 
by the Open Your Heart cam-
paign theme. The underlying 
idea behind the dandelion, 
for example, is the fragility of 
life and the spread of the virus 
through the air,” it said. 

UneSCo information and 
communications programme 
officer vorn makara told The 
Post on november 16 the or-
ganisation had began a pilot 
campaign for two months be-
fore the official launch, noting 
that members of the public and 
various institutions had volun-
teered in this effort to promote 
intercultural dialogue, mutual 
understanding and tolerance.

makara said the goal of the 
campaign is to promote mu-

tual understanding and pre-
vent discrimination and fear 
of foreigners. It is also to pre-
vent the spread of Covid-19 
disinformation. 

UneSCo hopes simple and 
easy words, including logos, will 
make it easier for communities 
to understand and participate 
in the campaign, makara said.

“The nature of the chalk is 
easily eroded and we hope 
the negative impact on soci-
ety caused by Covid-19 will 
disappear by the end of the 
rainy season,” she said.

The UneSCo campaign 
is taking place in collabora-
tion with brown Coffee, of-

fice space rental firm raintree 
Cambodia, Farm to Table res-
taurant and Dutch&bean Cof-
fee in lending space for featur-
ing the artwork on their walls. 

brown Coffee, for example, 
has featured the artwork at 
its locations in Toul Kork dis-
trict and on street 57 in boe-
ung Keng Kang I commune, 
Phnom Penh.

brown managing director Liv 
Chhoung said the company 
has always supported the com-
munity spirit and the commu-
nity is where everyone feels 
they belong, regardless of race, 
colour, religion or sexuality. 

“It is more important than 

ever to keep the community 
spirit and fight against Covid-
19 together, not against any 
individual within our commu-
nity. Therefore, we support the 
Open Your Heart campaign to 
spread the love in our com-
munity,” Chhoung said.

Through UneSCo’s cam-
paign, 626,728 Cambodian so-
cial media users have signed 
up to learn how to access 
truthful and timely informa-
tion online and consume and 
share media content critically. 

These initiatives are part 
of UneSCo’s ongoing work 
to strengthen freedom of ex-
pression in Cambodia.

People take part in the ‘Open Your Heart’ campaign at the UNESCO office on November 16. HEAN RANGSEY

Celebrity charity reels in $380K for kids
Voun Dara

CAmboDIAn donors have kicked in 
$380,000 to the Angkor Hospital for Children 
in Siem reap province through the Run for 
Charity with Sai and the One Dollar Game 
Campaign for Cambodian Children.

The initiatives were created by singer and 
performer Uon Pakthom, better known as 
Sai, with the hospital later spreading the 
word on its Facebook page.

The Angkor Hospital for Children wrote 
a letter on november 13 thanking the 
donors: “This campaign aims to encour-
age and instil the spirit of all Cambodians 
into donating one dollar to the Angkor 
Hospital for it to continue its operational 
journey in providing treatment and care 
services to Cambodian children. 

“our hospital is also encountering dif-
ficulties in seeking funds from generous 
people at home and abroad.”

Sinketh Arun, the director of the hos-
pital’s Public relations-Cambodia 
Department, told The Post on november 
16 the children and parents had the hon-
our of being encouraged by the Cambo-
dian philanthropists who have continu-
ally donated their money.

“The people started providing one dollar 
from november 11 and we saw over $260,000. 
but as of november 15, the donations had 
reached over $380,000,” she said.

According to the hospital’s letter, the One 
Dollar Game Campaign for Cambodian 
Children started on the evening of novem-
ber 11. The campaign was created when the 
Run for charity with Sai took place. The 
campaign quickly became a movement 
supported widely on social media. 

Run for Charity with Sai started on 
october 6 and is scheduled to end on 

January 13, 2021. 
Sai said he had planned to run along the 

roads and the border of Cambodia for 99 
days to raise money for the hospital. 

“I was inspired to create the run event 
for this charity when I saw information 
on the challenges facing the hospital,” he 
told The Post on november 16.

“A lot of children from my village went 
to this hospital for treatment. The hospi-
tal doesn’t discriminate against the rich 
or the poor. Initially, when I took children 
to be treated, I thought I would have to 
spend money. but after the hospital cured 
them, I didn’t get charged,” Sai said.

Sai said his run has lasted for 42 days as 
of november 16. During this period, he 
and others who joined in made it across 
10 provinces and was heading towards 

banteay meanchey province. He said the 
main challenge he has faced is traffic in 
some areas, where drivers of heavy trucks 
disobeyed the road law and travelled 
against the traffic. 

Angkor Hospital for Children current-
ly employs 500 doctors and staff and 
treats 180,000 children per year from 
many provinces. 

Children under the age of 16 are treated 
free of charge.

According to the hospital’s Facebook 
page, donations can be sent through the 
following accounts: AbA: Angkor Hospital 
for Children (000 853 843) and Wing: 9122 
(riel); 8122 (dollar); ACLeDA: Angkor Hos-
pital for Children (01000105696828); 
Sathapana: Angkor Hospital for Chidren 
(07808082834100102).

Singer and performer Uon Pakthom, better know as Sai (centre). SUPPLIED
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JAPAn’S economy exited re-
cession in the third quarter, 
growing a better-than-ex-
pected 5.0 per cent, govern-
ment data showed on no-
vember 16, following a record 
contraction.

A rise in domestic demand as 
well as exports helped drive the 
quarter-on-quarter growth, af-
ter the coronavirus pandemic 
and a consumption tax hike 
slammed the economy into re-
verse earlier in the year.

The positive figures come 
after three quarters of contrac-
tion in the world’s third-largest 
economy, with revised data 
showing the economy shrank 
8.2 per cent in the second quar-
ter, more than the previously 
estimated 7.9 per cent.

That was Japan’s worst figure 
since comparable data became 
available in 1980, exceeding 
even the brutal impact of the 
2008 global financial crisis.

The third-quarter growth will 
be welcome news for Japan’s 
government, which has avoided 
the tough lockdown measures 
seen in some other countries 
as it tries to balance preventing 
the spread of coronavirus with 
protecting the economy.

The results also beat econo-
mist expectations of 4.4 per 
cent growth, and analysts 
said the recovery was likely to 
continue into the final quar-
ter of the year.

naoya oshikubo, senior 
economist at Sumitomo mitsui 
Trust, said: “between July and 
September, economic activity 
in Japan experienced a return 
to a somewhat normal status as 
the government lifted the state 
of emergency in the country.

“Looking ahead, we believe 
that GDP [gross domestic 
product] figures in the next 
quarter should continue to 
show signs of recovery, albeit 
at a slower pace,” he said in a 
note before the official release 
of the data.

“Pent-up demand should 
decelerate, mainly due to sec-
ond waves of Covid-19 over-
seas,” he added.

Japan was already struggling 
with a stagnating economy 
and the impact of a consump-
tion tax hike implemented last 
year before the pandemic hit.

It has seen a smaller coro-
navirus outbreak compared 

to some of the worst-hit 
countries, with infections ap-
proaching 120,000 and deaths 
at slightly under 2,000.

but Prime minister Yoshi-
hide Suga last week issued 
a warning over a recent rise 
in infections, though he said 
the government’s campaign 
to promote domestic tourism 
would not be halted for now.

Japan imposed a nationwide 
state of emergency in April as 
cases spiked, but restrictions 
were significantly looser than 
in many countries, with no 
enforcement mechanism to 
shutter businesses or keep 
people at home. 

The emergency was lifted in 
June, and the government has 
been reluctant to reintroduce 
curbs.

Suga instructed his min-
isters last week to draw up 
a fresh economic stimulus 
package to help the economy 
weather the pandemic.

earlier this year, the gov-
ernment unleashed massive 
spending, including sending 
approximately $900 in stimu-
lus funds to every adult and 
child in the country.

Tom Learmouth, Japan 
economist at Capital eco-
nomics, said the effects of the 
stimulus efforts were clear in 
the latest figures, with a 2.2 
per cent quarter-on-quarter 
rise in public spending.

He wrote in a note: “We ex-
pect GDP to rebound a further 
1.2 per cent quarter-on-quar-
ter this quarter and to reach 
pre-virus levels – although not 
pre-sales tax hike levels – in 
the second half of next year.

“While the third wave of 
coronavirus that is now a re-
ality is a downside risk, our 
current assumption is that it 
will be contained as the sec-
ond wave was, with minimal 
restrictions imposed on eco-
nomic activity,” he added.

Last month, the bank of 
Japan (boJ) lowered its eco-
nomic growth and inflation 
forecasts for this fiscal year, 
but its governor said officials 
were ready to unveil fresh 
support measures if needed.

For the year to march 2021, 
the boJ expects the economy 
to shrink 5.5 per cent, against 
a 4.7 per cent contraction in 
the July estimate. AFP

The world’s third-largest economy had seen three quarters of 
contraction before rebounding to 5.0 per cent growth. AFP

Japan exits recession 
as GDP grows 5.0% 

CSX firms report positive Q3
May Kunmakara

T
Hree Cambodia-listed firms 
reported solid business perfor-
mance for the third quarter of 
this year in their interim finan-

cial statements filed to the Cambodia 
Securities exchange (CSX) despite the 
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic and its 
macroeconomic fallout.

For the quarter, the stock-listed Acleda 
bank Plc (AbC) reported 584.25 billion 
riel ($144 million) in revenue (similar 
year-on-year) and 141.95 billion riel in 
net profit, up 26.98 billion riel or 23.47 
per cent year-on-year.

Stock-listed state-owned utility Phnom 
Penh Water Supply Authority (PWSA) 
posted 86.59 billion riel in revenue (up 
35.43 per cent quarter-on-quarter) and 
27.14 billion riel in “profit” (up 25.26 per 
cent quarter-on-quarter), without speci-
fying which particular profit measure 
(gross, operating, net) it was referring to.

CSX vice-chairman Ha Jong-weon told 
The Post on monday that AbC is in a tran-
sitional phase between physical and digital 
banking in its efforts to simplify operations 
and providing a seamless user experience.

This, he said, helped buoy growth in 
loan volume in the third quarter, while 
PWSA’s reported surge in revenue was 
propped up by increased water con-
sumption – its main source of income – 
and construction service fees. 

“obviously in Cambodia, we can see 
that the [Covid-19] situation had been 
improving for two to three months up to 
the end of the Water Festival, while the 
number of infections in other countries 
kept increasing.

“It is important to keep the economy go-
ing smoothly and it is crucial to control the 
outbreak of the pandemic. Thus, together 
we can fight and overcome this dire dis-
ease by following the instructions of the 
ministry of Health of Cambodia,” Ha said.

Sok voeun, Ceo of bond-listed Sri 
Lankan-owned LoLC (Cambodia) Plc 
(LoLC), reported that his institution’s 
assets closed the third quarter at more 
than 4.408 trillion riel.

Its deposit balance increased to 2.234 
trillion riel, up 20 per cent over Decem-

ber 31, while its gross loan portfolio was 
to the tune of 3.417 trillion riel up 3.7 per 
cent over June 30.

voeun chalked up the encouraging sta-
tistics to the heightened caution exercised 
by his institution in the face of Covid-19.

“LoLC has been focusing 2020 on tech-
nology-oriented delivery channels which 
will improve customer services and in-
crease efficiency,” he said, adding that 
LoLC will launch its Internet banking 
service to its clients in the fourth quarter.

meanwhile, stock-listed malaysian-
owned power provider Pestech (Cam-
bodia) Plc (PePC) said: “revenue for 
the three-month financial period under 
review [the first quarter of next year] re-
corded at 74.45 billion riel, representing 
an increase of 31.74 billion riel or 74 per 
cent as compared to 42.71 billion for the 
preceding-year corresponding quarter.

“The increase was mainly derived 
from phases of execution of existing 
contracts,” it added.

According to PePC’s filing to the CSX, 

its Ceo Han Fatt Juan said the firm had 
been working on its maiden 20mW 
large-scale photovoltaic solar farm in 
Svay rieng province’s eastern bavet 
town on the border with vietnam during 
the quarter, finalising the design and en-
gineering aspects of the project.

He said a team is set to conduct evalu-
ation for material purchasing and site 
preparation, including preliminary civil 
work, in the fourth quarter of this year.

“In the meantime, another group of our 
crew was busy executing the substation 
project for okvau Gold mine in mondulkiri 
province. We expect this project to move at a 
swift pace and aim for a completion by April 
2021,” he was quoted in the filing as saying. 

He also pointed out that the transmis-
sion-line team was also “engrossed” in 
the early phase of a 130km transmission 
line project.

The team worked closely with state-
run energy utility electricite du Cam-
bodge (edC) to determine an optimal 
line route, he said.

Acleda Bank Plc (ABC), Phnom Penh Water Supply Authority (PWSA) and LOLC (Cambodia) Plc 
(LOLC) reported solid business performance in the third quarter of this year. HENG CHIVOAN

Smart says worth 1.7% of nat’l GDP
May Kummakara

mALAYSIAn-owned Smart Axi-
ata Co Ltd, a leading telecom-
munications service provider 
in Cambodia, on Thursday 
announced that it had contrib-
uted $459 million to the King-
dom’s national economy last 
year, or 1.7 per cent of its gross 
domestic product (GDP).

Citing its 2019 sustainability 
report, the company said it paid 
$94 million in taxes, levies and 
regulatory fees, with its tax pay-
ments alone representing 2.1 per 
cent of the total national tax 
income, adding that it supported 
nearly 50,000 jobs directly and 
indirectly across its value chain.

It said it “commits three per 
cent of its mobile service rev-
enue every year to govern-
ment-led projects that drive 
mobile broadband infrastruc-

ture and human capital devel-
opment in the ICT [informa-
tion and communications 
technology] sector” through 
its contributions to the Uni-
versal Service obligation Fund 
(USoF) and Capacity building 
and r&D Fund (CbrDF).

The USoF and CbrDF were 
set up in 2017 by the ministry 
of Posts and Telecommunica-
tions in its pursuit of financing 
the expansion of telecoms 
infrastructure to Cambodia’s 
rural areas and building the 
Kingdom’s ICT capacity.

Smart Axiata said its contribu-
tions led to the ministry hon-
ouring it as “best Contributor to 
the CbrD Fund” last year.

Ceo Thomas Hundt said: 
“Honouring our commitment 
to the nation’s development 
through fulfilling our tax and 
regulatory fee payment obliga-

tions is at the core of our busi-
ness operations while following 
through on our sustainability 
framework brings great bene-
fits to communities where our 
support for digital literacy, dig-
ital education, sport and envi-
ronmental protection helps to 
build resilience and opportuni-
ties, especially for the younger 
generation who are the custo-
dians of the Kingdom’s future.

“We strive to go beyond our 
normal sustainability practices 
to help grow the digital tech-
nology ecosystem in the King-
dom – for example with our 
preparations to launch 5G,”

Smart Axiata noted that it 
successfully carried out Cam-
bodia’s first 5G live showcase 
in July last year.

It noted that it was the King-
dom’s first mobile telecoms firm 
to launch 4G in 2014, then 4G+ 

in 2016, followed by 4G+ with HD 
voice (voLTe) and 4.5G in 2017.

Citing its report, it pointed 
out that it allocates more than 
$3 million, or more than one 
per cent of its annual reserves, 
to its corporate social respon-
sibility programmes in the 
fields of education, the envi-
ronment, community sports 
and technological innovation.

Through the Smart Axiata 
Digital Innovation Fund, it 
said it has invested more than 
$2 million in eight locally-
based digital start-ups, which 
have provided more than 1,400 
jobs and have generated $2.7 
million in combined revenue.

It highlighted that the start-
ups feature technologies such 
as the Internet of Things and 
chatbots to deliver digital solu-
tions to Cambodians across 
various sectors.

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,060 1.3112 6.577 104.49 4.1165 1.3458 30.23 0.7290 1.1844 1.3188
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of the Cambodian economy by 
reducing the travel time from 
Phnom Penh to the deep-sea 
international port.

Kampong Speu provincial 
governor Vei Samnang said 
land had been filled to create 
a level surface for the around 
80km of expressway running 
through his province. He said 
the landfilling and drainage 
projects were completed but 
the flyover bridges across 
National Road 4 are not. 

He said the road will be an 
important strategic expressway 
to boost economic growth.

Samnang said the construc-

tion of the new road also 
affected some private land, 
but those impacts have been 
resolved step by step. 

“For the construction of the 
80km road through Kampong 
Speu, I see that the process is 
going smoothly. Currently, 
there are only five to six fami-
lies left to deal with the con-
struction impact,” he said.

Cambodia Logistics Associa-
tion (CLA) president Sin Chanthy 
previously told The Post that 
once the expressway is finished, 
it will make a significant contri-
bution to the transport sector. 

“Even though driving on the 
freeway costs money, if we 
compare that with the current 

narrow road . . . we see that the 
cost of fuel is less and takes 
less time,” he said.

He added that this road will 
play an important role in 
transporting goods from 
Phnom Penh to Cambodia’s 
deep-sea port.

Chanthy said transporting 
goods by container truck 
between Phnom Penh and 
Sihanoukville – a distance of 
232km – currently takes 
between six and eight hours.

He said the private sector 
wants better road infrastructure 
because when there are good 
roads, it will trim production 
costs and sharpen the King-
dom’s competitive edge.
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Chinese firms invest 
in mango pest control 
Thou Vireak

A
T LEAST three Chi-
nese companies are 
investing in indus-
trial steaming equip-

ment to use in the phytosani-
tary treatment of agricultural 
products for export, minister 
of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries Veng Sakhon told 
The Post on monday.

This comes in response to 
the Chinese government’s 
June 9 official approval of the 
export of 500,000 tonnes of 
Cambodian fresh mangoes 
per year to the country.

Sakhon said Hun Ty Co Ltd 
opted for building an indus-
trial steam cleaner for pest 
control instead of the hot-
water variety.

He said: “According to a 
statement from the Chinese, 
three Chinese companies are 
in the process of setting up 
facilities that employ steam 
treatments to sterilise their 
crops and exterminate pests, 
specifically the fly larvae 
found in mangoes.

“I will inspect the installa-
tions in the near future once 
I’ve received word that the 
company has completed 
work on them.”

He said the ministry will 
also request the Chinese side 
to inspect and evaluate the 
premises of companies that 
set up packaging or ther-
mal phytosanitary treatment 
equipment, but noted that 
the general Covid-19 land-

scape could create delays.
“We can only export fresh 

mangoes to China as long as we 
set up processing plants that 
strictly use steam treatments.

“The ministry of Agricul-
ture, Forestry and Fisheries 
is monitoring the progress of 
the construction and instal-
lation of industrial steaming 
equipment and machinery for 
pest control,” Sakhon said.

According to Shanghai-
based agricultural market 
news portal guojiguoshu.
com, the cost of steam treat-
ment is much higher than 
that of hot-water treatment. 
Chinese regulatory approval 
of the latter would help allevi-
ate the economic burden on 
mango producers and export-
ers based in the Kingdom.

ministry of Commerce 
data show that Hun Ty was 
incorporated on march 12, 
2014 with its headquarters in 
Samrong Teav village, Kraing 
Thnong commune, Sen Sok 
district, Phnom Penh.

Ke monthivuth, the direc-
tor of the ministry’s Depart-
ment of Plant Protection and 
Phytosanitary office, told The 
Post on october 6 that as of 
September, the General Di-
rectorate of Agriculture had 
received applications for the 
registration of mango plan-
tations and packaging sites 
from companies, agricultural 
communities, plantation 
owners and 45 farms.

It also received applications 
from 23 companies to build 

mango-pest control facilities, 
he said.

To export mangoes to China, 
he said, Cambodian compa-
nies must register their farms 
and packaging locations with 
the general directorate and 
must be recognised by officials 
from the General Administra-
tion of Customs of the People’s 
Republic of China (GACC).

“This requires the participa-
tion of both local and foreign 
investors in the construction of 
steam treatment plants and hot-
water treatment plants to steri-
lise their crops and exterminate 
pests.” monthivuth said.

Chhun Daro, the adminis-
trative director of the Chinese-
owned Cam mJ Agricultural 
Park Co Ltd, previously told 
The Post that his company 
had not yet applied to export 
fresh mangoes to the Chinese 
market because it was still in 
the process of installing ma-
chines to kill pests.

“We have not yet installed the 
machine, because the Covid-
19 problem has hampered the 
process. We are very interested 
in the fresh mango export mar-
ket in China,” he said.

Cambodia exported $44.57 
million worth of mango prod-
ucts last year, including fresh 
and dried mango, mango syrup 
and pickled mango, data from 
the general directorate show.

The Kingdom has 124,319ha 
of mango plantations, of which 
91,398ha are harvested with an 
average yield of 15.85 tonnes 
per hectare per season.

The Kingdom exported $44.57 million worth of mango products last year. hENG ChIVOAN

German company signs deal 
to service giant power plant 
Thou Vireak

mAN PrimeServ, the after-sales 
brand of German-based mAN 
Energy Solutions SE, on Thurs-
day said it has signed a five-
year service agreement for a 
200mW power plant in Kandal 
province’s Lvea Em district.

The plant is one of two main 
generators comprising a 400mW 
heavy fuel oil power facility.

The other plant will be pow-
ered by a 200mW generator 
from Helsinki-listed Wartsila 
oyj Abp and built by China 
Gezhouba Group Corp subsidi-
ary CGGC-UN Power Co Ltd.

breaking ground in october last 
year, the $380 million facility is 
located on 43ha in Koh Reah com-
mune’s Koh Reah Krom village.

There are also plans to build 
a substation and connect the 
facility to the national grid via 
a 230kV high-voltage trans-
mission line.

mAN Energy Solutions said 
the contract was signed with 
local operations and mainte-
nance firm SchneiTec Co Ltd, 
which is responsible for the C7 
power plant that is owned by 
state-run energy utility Elec-
tricite du Cambodge (EdC).

It added that it built the plant, 
and that it is powered by “11 × 
mAN 18V51/60DF engines”.

“The five-year agreement cov-
ers the supply of oEm [original 
equipment manufacturer] spare 
parts, specialist services and dig-
ital solutions, all aimed at 

improving the power-plant’s 
uptime to ensure a reliable ener-
gy supply for Phnom Penh.

“mAN PrimeServ will part-
ner with SchneiTec to ensure 
the efficient planning of main-
tenance services during the 
plant’s lifecycle,” mAN Energy 
Solutions said.

SchneiTec general manager 
Tann Tourthang said: “mAN 
PrimeServ convinced us with 
its maintenance solution that 
focuses on a collaborative 
approach to enable forward-
thinking maintenance plan-

ning and cost-certainty.
“We were also impressed by 

mAN’s unmatched service-
infrastructure, including its 
network of service centres 
with trained specialists spread 
throughout the Asia-Pacific.”

mAN Energy Solutions said 
the accord was negotiated by 
PrimeServ o&m, which it said 
is “responsible within mAN 
PrimeServ for long-term serv-
ice agreements, plant opera-
tion and maintenance”.

PrimeServ o&m vice-presi-
dent and head Dr michael Fil-
ous said his division is com-
mitted to work with SchneiTec 
and ensure efficient mainte-

nance of the plant.
“We are also grateful to have 

the opportunity to secure a reli-
able power supply for the peo-
ple of Phnom Penh. EdC’s C7 
power plant is another impor-
tant reference in our growing 
portfolio of power plants under 
service contracts,” he said.

mAN Energy Solutions added: 
“SchneiTec and EdC will benefit 
from mAN’s digital-service solu-
tion – PrimeServ Assist – which 
strongly supports the efficient 
operation of power plants.

“Engine operation will be 

remotely monitored 24/7 by 
dedicated service experts, with 
the customer notified immedi-
ately in the event of critical devi-
ations in engine performance. 

“As its database continues to 
grow, PrimeServ Assist’s ability 
to act as an early warning sys-
tem and optimise uptime 
increases. Past references for 
the digital service have show-
cased its ability to avoid stop-
pages through the early analysis 
of performance trends,” it said.

Victor Jona, director-general 
of the ministry of mines and 
Energy’s General Department 
of Energy, confirmed the valid-
ity of the agreement.

we are also grateful to have 
the opportunity to secure a 

reliable power supply for the 
people of Phnom Penh



T
he Thai economy 
shrank 6.4 per cent 
in the third quarter, 
the National eco-

nomic and Social Develop-
ment Council (NeSDC) said 
on Monday.

The gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) in the third quarter 
however was an improve-
ment from the 12.1 per cent 
contraction in the second 
quarter, as a result of im-
provements in total exports 
of goods and services, private 
investment, and private final 
consumption expenditure.

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment’s final consumption 
expenditure, and public in-
vestment both expanded 
continually, the NeSDC, the 
state-owned think-tank, said.

Agricultural production fell 
by 0.9 per cent, due mainly to 
the decline in main crops in-
cluding paddy, rubber and oil 
palm. The non-agricultural 
sector declined by 6.8 per 
cent, improving from a fall of 
12.9 per cent in the second 
quarter, as the government 
has eased measures to pre-
vent and control the spread 
of Covid-19.

Furthermore, economic stim-
ulus measures also supported 
the recovery of manufacturing 
and service sectors, which fell 
by 5.3 per cent and 7.3 per cent, 
respectively, improving from 
falls of 14.6 per cent and 12.2 
per cent in the second quarter, 
the NeSDC said.

The recovered service sec-
tor included wholesale and 
retail trade, accommodation 
and food service activities, and 
transportation and storage. 
Moreover, construction, and 
information and communica-
tion expanded continually.

In terms of expenditure, 
private final consumption ex-
penditure fell by 0.6 per cent. 
Gross fixed capital formation, 
and exports and imports of 
goods and services contracted 
by 2.4 per cent, 23.5 per cent, 
and 20.3 per cent, respective-
ly. however, government final 
consumption expenditure 

expanded by 3.4 per cent. Af-
ter seasonal adjustment, the 
Thai economy in the third 
quarter expanded by 6.5 per 
cent quarter on quarter.

Private final consumption 
expenditure fell by 0.6 per 
cent, recovering from a fall 
of 6.8 per cent in the second 
quarter. Non-durable and 
service items expanded by 2.7 
per cent, and 3.8 per cent, re-
spectively. however, durable 
and semi-durable items de-
creased by 19.3 per cent, and 
14.0 per cent, respectively.

General government final 
consumption expenditure in-
creased by 3.4 per cent and 
continued to expand from a 
rise of 1.3 per cent in the sec-
ond quarter. The expansion 
was mainly attributed to com-
pensation of employees, with 
a 1.6 per cent rise. Moreover, 
purchases of goods and servic-

es grew by 7.8 per cent. In addi-
tion, social transfer in kind also 
expanded by 8.0 per cent.

Gross fixed capital forma-
tion fell by 2.4 per cent, com-
pared to a fall of 8.0 per cent 
in the second quarter. Private 
investment decreased by 10.7 
per cent, compared to a 15.0 
per cent reduction in the 
second quarter. Machinery 
items were a major contribut-
ing factor, with a reduction of 
14.0 per cent. 

Meanwhile, construction 
expanded slightly by 0.3 per 
cent. Public investment sig-
nificantly expanded by 18.5 
per cent, increasing from a 
rise of 12.5 per cent in the sec-
ond quarter.

The expansion resulted from 
an 18.4 per cent expansion 
in public machinery items as 
well as an 18.6 per cent in-
crease in public construction, 

driven mainly by government 
construction.

Changes in inventories at 
current market prices in the 
third quarter decreased to 
the value of 120.6 billion baht 
($3.99 billion). Reduction in 
stocks came mainly from rice, 
sugar, motor vehicles, prepa-
ration and spinning of textile 
fibres, and gold. Accumula-
tion in stocks, meanwhile, 
included rubber, paddy, jew-
ellery and related articles, 
computers and peripheral 
equipment, and refined pe-
troleum products.

Goods and services bal-
ance at current market prices 
recorded a surplus of 257.2 
billion baht, after a surplus 
of 397.5 billion baht in trade 
balance and a deficit of 140.3 
billion baht in service bal-
ance. The NaTioN (ThailaNd)/aSia 
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INDONeSIAN President Joko 
“Jokowi” Widodo has called 
on financial technology (fin-
tech) companies to practice 
good gover na nce a nd 
accountability to mitigate the 
risks that come with rapid 
technological developments 
in the financial sector. 

In his pre-recorded remarks 
to open the Indonesia Fintech 
Summit 2020 on November 11, 
Jokowi said fintech services pro-
viders should remain wary of 
certain security risks such as 
cybercrime, misinformation, 
transactional errors and data 
misuse that could harm the 
quality of their services.

“Fintech players should 
implement good governance 
and accountability to mitigate 
those risks,” the president said, 
particularly as the non-bank 
sector was not regulated as 
strictly as the banking sector.

“This way, [fintechs] can pro-
vide secure services to custom-
ers and make great contributions 
to micro, small and medium 
enterprises [MSMes] as well as 
the national economy,” he said.

According to an earlier report 
from the National Cyber and 
encryption Agency (BSSN), 
Indonesia saw more than 88 mil-
lion cyberattacks during the first 
four months of this year, with 
March recording the highest 
daily average in cyberattacks.

 Several online marketplaces 
and fintech platforms experi-
enced data breaches this year. 
Most recently on October 28, 
fintech aggregator Cermati.com 
was the victim of data theft that 
obtained the data of almost 
three million users that were 
sold online for $2,200. The data 
theft came to light on November 
1, in a tweet posted by cyberse-
curity researcher and consult-

ant Teguh Aprianto to his Twit-
ter account, @secgron.

Cermati.com is the second 
fintech platform to experience 
a data breach this year, after 
the data of around 890,000 
Kreditplus users was leaked in 
August. The Financial Services 
Authority (OJK) was pushing 
the house of Representatives 
to conclude its deliberation on 
the personal data and protec-
tion bill for preventing and 
solving such cases, chairman 
Wimboh Santoso said on 
November 11 at the summit.

Indonesia has no regulation 
in place that authorises law 
enforcement to bring criminal 
charges against perpetrators 
of data breaches, theft or mis-
use. The 2008 electronic Trans-
action and Information Law 
only allows cyberattack vic-
tims to file for compensation 
for breach of their personal 

data. “The measure is not suf-
ficient punishment, and we 
hope that the [data protection] 
bill can deter people from mis-
using customers’ personal 
data,” said Wimboh.

The Indonesia Fintech Asso-
ciation (Aftech) has long been 
pushing for the bill’s passage, 
with Aftech managing director 
Mercy Simorangkir saying last 
year that the bill was vital for 
moving the industry in a more 
responsible direction. 

The government has pinned 
its hopes on fintech compa-
nies to help boost financial 
inclusion to its 2024 target of 
90 per cent. Indonesia’s finan-
cial inclusion rate last year was 
76 per cent, lower than the rate 
of other Southeast Asian coun-
tries like Singapore (98 per 
cent), Malaysia (85 per cent) 
and Thailand (82 per cent). THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The Lao government has 
announced that additional 
bonds worth 3.2 trillion kip 
($346 million) and $50 million 
will be available for trade on 
the Lao Securities exchange 
(LSX) through the co-arrang-
ers Lanexang Securities Pub-
lic Company, BCeL-KT Secu-
rities Co Ltd, and Lao-China 
Securities Co Ltd.

A news conference on the 
offering of the bonds took 
place at the LSX in Vientiane 
on November 13. Present at 
the event were Ministry of Fi-
nance’s external Finance and 
Debt Management Depart-
ment director-general Souli-
vath Souvannachoumkham; 
Lao Securities Commission 
Office (LSCO) director-gener-
al Saysamone Chanthachack; 
LSX CeO Oth Phonhxiengdy; 
directors of co-arrangers; 
shareholder representatives 
and company staff.

The press conference in-
formed investors and mem-
bers of the public about the 
newly-issued bonds for trade 
in the year 2020-2021, with 
the yearly interest rates de-
tailed below. Bonds worth 
1.7 trillion kip out of 3.2 tril-
lion kip are in the form of a 
Treasury bill and will have a 
one-year tenor and an inter-
est rate of five per cent per 
annum.

A total of 1.5 trillion kip is 
classified as a Budget Balanc-
ing Bonds with a three-year 
tenor at 6.8 per cent interest.

A five-year tenor will yield 
an interest rate of 6.95 per 
cent, a seven-year tenor 7.20 
per cent, a 10-year tenor 7.5 
per cent, a 15-year tenor 7.70 
per cent, and a 20-year tenor 
will yield eight per cent inter-
est per annum.

For budget balancing bonds 
in US dollars worth $50 mil-
lion, a one-year tenor will of-
fer an interest rate of five per 
cent per annum, a two-year 
tenor will give an interest rate 
of 5.5 per cent, a three-year 
tenor will be offered at six 
per cent, a five-year tenor will 
yield seven per cent, a seven-

year tenor will offer 7.50 per 
cent, and a 10-year tenor will 
be offered at eight per cent 
interest.

Speaking at the news con-
ference, Soulivath said trade 
of bonds worth 3.2 trillion 
kip included 1.5 trillion kip 
for budget balancing bonds, 
Treasury bills worth 1.7 tril-
lion kip, and budget balanc-
ing bonds in US dollars worth 
$50 million.

“Regarding past achieve-
ments in trade in collabora-
tion with the LSX, LSCO and 
the three spearheading com-
panies, all parties have done 
great job in dealing with the 
repayment of capital and in-
terest in the time planned,” 
he said.

The ministry assures inves-
tors that the payment of capi-
tal and interest will be man-
aged in a timely manner as 
the previous implementation 
of payments in recent batches 
is significantly outstanding, 
Soulivath added.

As a result, the government 
has approved a third batch of 
bonds worth 3.2 trillion kip 
and $50 million for trade on 
the LSX each month since 
September until they are all 
sold.

Lanexang Securities Pub-
lic Company CeO Anoukone 
Southammavong said inves-
tors can buy the bonds from 
his company, BCeL-KT Se-
curities and Lao-China Se-
curities, and its three agents 
– the Lao Development Bank, 
Banque pour le Commerce 
exterieur Lao Public (BCeL) 
and the Agricultural Promo-
tion Bank.

“Soon, we will partner with 
more banks to make it eas-
ier for investors to trade in 
bonds,” he said.

The ministry, acting on be-
half of the government, to-
gether with Lanexang Securi-
ties, BCeL-KT Securities and 
Lao-China Securities are the 
co-arrangers and will manage 
the trade of bonds to build 
the capital market in Laos. 
VieNTiaNe TiMeS/aSia NeWS NeTWoRK
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Commercial property and residential condo buildings in Bangkok. afp

Thailand’s economy contracts 
6.4 per cent in third quarter

Laos approves bonds 
of nearly $400M for 
trade on nat’l bourse

Jokowi calls on fintechs to adopt cybersecurity policies

Indonesian President Jokowi said fintech services providers should remain 
wary of certain security risks. pReSideNTial SeCReTaRiaT/The JaKaRTa poST



a pioneer in the 
skincare and beauty 
field for more 
than two decades, 

UaS pharmaceuticals pty Ltd 
has ratcheted up its use of 
technology to further increase 
market share. 

The australian made brand 
boasts a leading presence 
in more than 20 countries 
globally from Southeast asia 
and india, to the Middle east 
and the US.

established in 2000, 
this year also marked the 
20th anniversary of UaS 
pharmaceuticals operating in 
the Kingdom, and celebrates 
these milestones by continuing 
to deploy new initiatives to 
keep up with growing industry 
and consumer demand. 

riding a wave of success 
in Cambodia over recent 
years, UaS pharmaceuticals 
has focused on using social 
media and a range of digital,  
information technology and 
mobile platforms to drive the 
growth of its leading aesthetic 
and dermatological brands as 
part of its present and future 
market expansion plans.

“UaS pharmaceuticals set 
up a representative office 
in Cambodia two decades 
ago because after seeing the 
potential demand for quality 

affordable aesthetic and 
skincare products. in those 
days the market was dominated 
mostly by imported products 
that, apart from being a 
premium price, were not too 
suitable for local skin types 
and conditions.

“While the market in 
Cambodia was promising, we 
also had certain challenges to 
overcome, as well as a lack of 
infrastructure development in 
the country,” business manager 
Konduru Muralidhar Varma 
told The Post.  

Head of digital marketing 
Mohd Momen Bin abdul aziz 

said further embracing the 
digital sphere was “the next 
logical step”.

“Digital communication, 
social media and delivery 
platforms represent the next 
market frontier to drive business 
growth and market expansion. 

“For us, planning and 
adopting initiatives driven by 
the digital sphere is the next 
logical step that we have to 
take in order to advance our 
business further. after all, digital 
and mobile connectivity have 
become a substantial part of 
everyday life in Cambodia and 
in all markets around the world.

“at present, we are not  
just using our conventional, 
digital and social media 
channels to communicate 
and engage our customers, 
we have also established 
partnerships with digital 
delivery service providers such 
as La rue and Food panda 
in our efforts to improve the 
retail and logistics aspects of 
our business,” he said.

‘Highest quality products’
Muralidhar said that 

while businesses across 
many sectors are currently 
facing uncertainty, UaS 

pharmaceutical’s decision  
to step up efforts has already 
started to pay dividends.

“We initially projected 10 
per cent growth from sales 
secured through the digital 
platform. 

“However, due to a rising 
trend in consumer preference 
towards conducting purchases 
digitally from home during 
the Covid-19 pandemic, we 
managed to double sales to  
20 per cent,” he said. 

The business manager 
said that with an established 
presence in Cambodia 
offering a diverse portfolio 

of more than 80 aesthetic, 
dermatology, dental and 
medical therapeutic products, 
UaS pharmaceuticals has 
come a long way in meeting 
its aspiration of becoming a 
globally recognised brand in 
the skincare and beauty sector. 

Despite having ventured 
into different therapeutic 
categories over the years, the 
company is still best known 
for its comprehensive range of 
beauty and skincare products, 
he added, while its Dermavive, 
Dermqure, neutriderm and 
Sunstop brands have been 
recommended widely by 
beauticians, cosmetologists 
and dermatologists throughout 
the Kingdom.

“our origin as an ethical 
pharmaceutical company has 
inspired us to deliver product 
brands with purpose in mind 
that have been specifically 
created to solving the needs 
of both users and industry 
professionals – meaning 
products made to the highest 
standards that are gentle to 
the skin, easy to apply and 
affordable enough to be 
purchased for repeated use.

“Furthermore, since our 
products are safely formulated, 
clinically tested and produced 
using non-toxic ingredients in 
australia for application in 
diverse climatic conditions and 
on a variety of contrasting skin 
types, this provides our 
customers with confidence and 
absolute peace of mind,” 
Muralidhar said.
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UAS Pharma embracing digital 
sphere to brighten prospects

UAS Pharmaceuticals has partnered with Pierrot, a renowned Spanish dental care brand.

The marketing and sales team of UAS Pharmaceuticals Cambodia has expanded. 

Konduru Muralidhar Varma (left) and Mohd Momen Bin Abdul Aziz. 

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus
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Germany warns months more virus 
curbs likely as daily cases record set
G

ermany on Sunday 
warned that its anti-cor-
onavirus measures were 
likely to stay in place for 

several months while a top scientist 
behind vaccine efforts hoped life 
could return to “normal” by next 
winter.

The predictions came as the World 
Health organisation unveiled data 
showing a record daily number of 
660,905 new Covid-19 cases over 
the weekend.

“We will have to live with consid-
erable precautions and restrictions 
for at least the next four to five 
months,” economy minister Peter 
altmaier told the Bild am Sonntag 
newspaper.

The government was to meet on 
monday to decide whether to ex-
tend new measures provisionally 
in place until month’s end and as 
neighbouring austria revealed it is 
planning mass testing as a second 
lockdown comes into force.

Ugur Sahin, the Turkish co-found-
er of German firm bion, meanwhile 
told the bbC’s The Andrew Marr 
Show that “this winter will be hard” 
in the absence of a vaccine.

but if vaccinations can be rolled 
out widely in the coming months, 
life could return to “normal” by 
next winter, he added.

Sahin’s firm is developing the 
leading candidate in the global 
vaccine chase along with US giant 
Pfizer.

The number of Covid-19 patients 
in intensive care in Germany has 
soared from just over 360 early last 
month to more than 3,300 as a sec-
ond coronavirus wave has engulfed 
much of europe.

Saturday saw demonstrations 

across Germany against the restric-
tions, including one in Frankfurt 
where police used water cannons.

meanwhile in Greece, police an-
nounced a ban on public gather-
ings of four or more people, adding 
that events and marches set to com-
memorate a 1973 student uprising 
would not take place this year.

The anniversary of the revolt 
against a military junta, considered 
to have helped restore democracy 
in the country, is treasured by many 
Greeks and was marked by a slew of 
demonstrations last year.

opposition parties have pledged 

to proceed with events this year de-
spite the new restrictions.

Hero doctor
In romania, 10 patients being 

treated for coronavirus were killed 
and others were in critical condi-
tion after a fire broke out in an in-
tensive care unit in the country’s 
northeast late on Saturday.

The doctor on duty, who tried to 
help the victims, suffered second 
and third degree burns to 80 per cent 
of his body, the rescue service said.

The cause of the blaze was un-
clear, with the health ministry sug-

gesting it could have been caused 
by an electrical short circuit.

“I express my respect for the heroic 
doctor who showed particular cour-
age and spirit of sacrifice,” Prime 
minister Ludovic orban said.

Health workers were also hailed 
in the Uae, which granted a 10-year 
visa to all doctors and infectious 
disease experts living in the coun-
try and fighting the pandemic.

elsewhere, mexico surpassed one 
million Covid-19 cases as its death 
toll, the world’s fourth-highest, 
edged closer to 100,000.

“We probably still need to see the 

worst,” alejandro macias, a former 
national commissioner against the 
aH1n1 influenza pandemic, told 
aFP.

mexico’s neighbour the US is the 
worst-hit country with more than 
245,000 deaths from more than 10.9 
million cases.

but President Donald Trump has 
repeatedly played down the pan-
demic threat and few of the at least 
10,000 of his supporters who at-
tended a weekend demonstration 
in Washington wore masks.

brazilian President Jair bolson-
aro has also played down the virus, 
despite his country having the sec-
ond-highest death toll of more than 
165,000.

a survey showed that 27 per cent 
of brazilians feared voting in Sun-
day’s municipal elections because 
of Covid-19.

Predatory lending
In poor countries with little regu-

latory oversight, more people are 
turning to licensed microfinance 
institutions during the pandemic 
to repay private lenders – only to 
find themselves trapped in a cycle 
of crippling debt.

In Cambodia, tens of thousands 
of migrant workers have returned 
from Thailand as jobs have dried 
up, putting families living pay-
check-to-paycheck under strain.

microfinance has come under fire 
there for predatory tactics, includ-
ing targeting rural villages where 
residents have limited financial 
acumen.

“because of Covid, we could not 
find jobs,” farmer roeurn reth told 
aFP tearfully, saying she fears she will 
lose her house and rice fields. AFP

biden heralds shift in US strategy toward venezuela
US PreSIDenT Donald 
Trump’s election defeat marks 
the end of a hardline pressure 
policy designed to oust vene-
zuela’s leftist president nicolas 
maduro, and the arrival of Joe 
biden in the White House in 

January could pave the way for 
a political solution to the crisis 
in that country.

acute tension marked the 
Trump administration’s ties 
with maduro, whose second 
term as president is not recog-

nised by some 50 countries, led 
by the US. They consider oppo-
sition leader Juan Guaido to be 
the legitimate leader of oil-rich 
venezuela.

Trump’s strategy of sanctions 
to strangle the venezuelan 
economy included a veiled 
threat of military force to top-
ple maduro – he warned often 
that “all options are on the 
table”.

but it failed, and maduro 
remains in power in the mira-
flores presidential palace in 
Caracas.

The economy, meanwhile, is 
a basket case, with venezuelans 
enduring hyperinflation and 
shortages of food, medicine 
and just about everything – 
including such basics as soap 
and toilet paper.

once relatively comfortable 
middle-class people now report 
going hungry and losing weight. 
millions of people have fled the 
country.

With biden in power, how-
ever, a shift in strategy can be 
expected.

Juan Gonzalez, who has 
advised biden on Latin ameri-
can issues, wrote in Americas 
Quarterly in July that a biden 
administration would take “seri-
ous measures” to address ven-
ezuela’s humanitarian mess.

It will also apply “intelligent 
sanctions” as part of a broad 
international strategy to restore 
democracy, he wrote.

“The overriding goal of the 
United States in both countries 
must be to press for a demo-
cratic change,” Gonzalez 
wrote.

Diego area, associate direc-
tor of the Washington-based 
atlantic Council, said biden 
“now has an historic opportu-
nity to lead an international 
coalition to promote a political 
solution for venezuela”.

but this will not be easy and 
biden will need bipartisan sup-
port in Washington, area said.

“I think it is achievable. It 
takes time. We won’t see a 
regime change or a democratic 
transition happening in the 
short term,” area predicted.

Christopher Sabatini, a Latin 
america researcher at Chatham 
House, a London-based think 
tank, said US policy will not 
change with biden, the goals still 
being to ensure a peaceful dem-
ocratic transition and address 
the humanitarian crisis.

rather, Sabatini told aFP: 
“The change will be in using the 
administration’s sanction policy 
as more of a flexible tool rather 
than a blunt instrument to pro-
mote constructive, effective 
negotiation for maduro’s exit.

“This will also provide an 
opportunity for international 
collaboration and collection 
action, which until now has 
been lacking.”

Trump’s ‘wishful thinking’
another analyst, michael 

Camilleri of the Inter-american 
Dialogue, said: “biden’s policy 
toward venezuela will be 
grounded in reality rather than 
the wishful thinking that we’ve 
seen under the Trump admin-
istration.”

The reality, he said, is that 

maduro presides over a dicta-
torship that systematically vio-
lates people’s human rights, and 
the country is mired in a wors-
ening humanitarian crisis.

“but also the reality that the 
bombast and vague threats of 
military action that we’ve seen 
from Trump will not solve the 
crisis in venezuela,” said 
Camilleri.

benjamin Gedan, an adviser 
to the Latin america pro-
gramme at the Wilson Centre 
in Washington, said it is hard to 
be optimistic about prospects 
for change in venezuela.

maduro’s government is 
ruthless, and while it has been 
incompetent in handling the 
economy it has been skilled at 
dodging sanctions, he said.

maduro still has the support 
of key allies such as China, rus-
sia, Turkey, Iran and Cuba, 
Gedan said.

and the exodus of millions of 
fed-up venezuelans reduces 
the chances of a popular upris-
ing to overthrow maduro, 
Gedan said. AFP

German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier holds a speech at at the Bundestag (lower house of parliament) as he attends an 
official Remembrance Day commemoration in Berlin on Sunday. POOL/AFP

With his arrival in the White House, Joe Biden has the opportunity 
to lead an international coalition to promote a political solution for 
Venezuela. AFP
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Indonesia struggling under an 
avalanche of Covid medical waste

royalists respond to ‘mob Fest’, 
call for end to politics of protests

vamco hits 
vn as death 
toll rises in 
PhilippinesI

ndonesIa is grappling with what 
health authorities have described 
as a “significant increase” in med-
ical waste during the Covid-19 

outbreak, with a shortage in process-
ing facilities forcing the government 
to allow hospitals to burn their waste 
without licence in times of emergency.

environment and forestry ministry 
director-general for waste manage-
ment rosa vivien ratnawati said the 
volume of medical waste spiked by 
between 30 and 50 per cent over the 
course of the epidemic, which was first 
detected in Indonesia in early march.

as of october 15, the country 
had produced 1,662.75 tonnes of 
waste related to Covid-19, she said. 
Jakarta alone reported that it has 
handled 860kg of disposable masks 
throughout the outbreak.

Indonesia – home to about 3,000 
hospitals, as well as community health 
centres and clinics each totalling more 
than 10,000 – produced some 295 
tonnes of medical waste daily last year, 
according to the health ministry.

medical waste is considered haz-
ardous and therefore must be pro-
cessed in specific waste-processing 
facilities, which were insufficient 
and unevenly distributed even prior 
to the Covid-19 epidemic.

It is estimated that every day dur-
ing the outbreak, 88 tonnes of medi-
cal waste could not be processed. as 
a result, much of the waste could be 
found polluting the country’s riv-
ers, such as in the Cisadane river in 
banten, which separates Tangerang 
regency from south Tangerang city.

Three weeks after Indonesia report-
ed its first coronavirus cases in march, 
the environment ministry issued a 
circular on infectious waste manage-
ment during the pandemic, detailing 
mechanisms for central government 
and regional administrations to pre-
vent a Covid-19 waste build-up.

rosa said it gave room for hospi-
tals and other health facilities to get 
rid of their medical waste by using 
incinerators at a minimum tem-
perature of 800 degrees Celsius, as 
regulated in a 2015 environment 
and forestry ministry regulation.

“Certainly, the top priority is for [fa-
cilities] with a licence. but if hospitals 
have not yet got a licence, then we give 
them room – the discretion to burn 
[the waste using] their incinerators,” 
rosa said in a virtual public discussion 
held by the health ministry on Friday.

“However, the specifications 
must correspond to the 2015 en-

vironment and Forestry ministry 
regulation,” she added.

only 117 hospitals in the country 
have the permits to run incinera-
tors, according to the environment 
ministry’s october data.

Its earlier data in april, cited by the 
health ministry, revealed that of 110 li-
censed hospitals at the time, 59 were in 
Java, 23 in sumatra, 13 in sulawesi, 10 in 
Kalimantan, five in bali and nusa Teng-
gara and none in maluku or Papua.

There are only 17 licensed private 
medical waste-processing facilities 
in the country with a total capacity 
of 731.5 tonnes per day, with more 
than half of these located in Java.

The lack of medical waste transport-
ers also remains an issue. In Java there 
are 97 transporters, 28 in sumatra, 11 
in Kalimantan, four in sulawesi and 
none in bali, nusa Tenggara, maluku or 
Papua. This has contributed to the high 
waste-processing costs outside Java.

rosa said five incinerator con-
struction projects were expected to 
wrap up this year in aceh, West su-
matra, south Kalimantan, West and 
east nusa Tenggara (nTT), and by 
2024, it was expected that 32 incin-
erators for medical waste would be 
available in 32 provinces.

azhar Jaya, health services direc-
torate secretary-general at the health 
ministry, said the uneven distribution 
of licensed processing facilities posed 
a problem for health facilities, espe-

cially those outside Java as they would 
have to spend a lot more money.

“The biggest problem is the issue 
of space because healthcare facili-
ties have limited available space or 
are located near residential areas, 
which makes it harder for them to 
process hazardous medical waste,” 
azhar said. “so these health facilities 
have been required to partner with 
third parties: medical waste-pro-
cessing facilities that have permits 
from the environment ministry.”

“The second-biggest problem is 
that many of the authorised medi-
cal waste-processing facilities are 
located in Java. This certainly made 
it difficult for healthcare facilities 
outside Java … because of the heavy 
funding needed to partner with li-
censed third parties,” he added.

a lab manager in samarinda, east 
Kalimantan, previously told The Ja-
karta Post that her lab would have to 
spend 1.75 million rupiah ($124) per 
week to process the waste.

“even without the Covid-19 pan-
demic, medical waste has not been 
managed well, even more so with 
the pandemic. The medical waste 
is becoming a ticking bomb that is 
ready to explode,” environmentalist 
Prigi arisandi of the ecological ob-
servation and Wetlands Conserva-
tion (ecoton) told the Post.

Prigi said there were more envi-
ronmentally friendly alternatives to 

incinerators, such as autoclaves, be-
cause using the former could result 
in dioxin and furan air pollutants.

He said that evaluation of incin-
erators’ emissions has not been re-
ported to the public, noting that the 
government had not even provided 
a lab to examine dioxins contained 
in the gaseous emissions. This 
meant that the examinations had to 
be done abroad, he added.

“even with the discretion [that al-
lows hospitals to use their own incin-
erators to burn Covid-19 waste], the 
handling of ash from the burning of 
medical waste must follow hazard-
ous waste-processing procedures 
and the locations must not intersect 
with public activities,” he said.

beyond the disparity between waste 
volume and processing capacity, as 
well the uneven distribution of facili-
ties, health ministry director-general 
for public health Kirana Pritasari said 
other “big challenges” in tackling the 
“significant increase” of Covid-19 
waste were cross-sectoral coordina-
tion, local administrations’ commit-
ment and costs. In Indonesia, waste 
management falls under the respon-
sibility of local administrations.

“accelerating medical waste man-
agement will only be successful when 
all concerned institutions and stake-
holders coordinate and work aligned 
to their respective authorities,” she 
said. THE JAKARTA POST/ASiA NEwS NETwORK

a small group of royalists 
gathered on the ground out-
side the bangkok metropoli-
tan administration (bma) 
headquarters on sunday, in 
response to the “mob Fest” 
organised by some pro-de-
mocracy groups on saturday. 

The royalists, who called 
themselves “vocational stu-
dents protecting the monar-
chy”, comprised aged people 
who were former vocational 
students.

Their gathering on sun-
day was in response to “mob 
Fest”, in which thousands of 
people took part on saturday 
at democracy monument, 
near the bma headquarters. 

The royalists view the de-
mand of pro-democracy pro-
testers for reform of the monar-
chy as an attempt to overthrow 
the highest institution. Pro-
democracy protesters have 
insisted that they just want 
to reform the Palace, making 
it more transparent and ac-
countable to the taxpayer.

The royalists called for the 
pro-democracy demonstra-
tors to stop their political ac-
tivities.

Pro-democracy and pro-
monarchy demonstrators 
also held separate rallies in 
rayong province on sunday.

street protests have inten-
sified in recent months after 

anti-government protesters 
stepped up their activities, 
while coalition government 
politicians have been alleg-
edly mobilising yellow-shirts 
to counter the pro-democra-
cy movement.

Parliament will for the first 
time debate seven drafts of 
constitutional amendments 
on november 17 and 18. The 
efforts have been both wel-
comed as an attempt to solve 
the ongoing political con-
flicts, and also dismissed as a 
time-buying tactic of govern-
ment mPs and the 250 sena-
tors appointed to the senate 
by the junta.  THE NATiON THAi-

lANd/ASiA NEwS NETwORK)

sTorm vamco barrelled into viet-
nam on sunday, damaging build-
ings and injuring at least five people 
after wreaking devastation in the 
Philippines. 

The storm made landfall on sun-
day morning with winds of up to 
90km/h, according to media re-
ports, uprooting trees and blowing 
the roofs off houses and schools. 

vamco is the latest in a series of 
storms that have pummelled viet-
nam over the past six weeks causing 
flooding and landslides that have 
killed at least 159 people and left 70 
others missing.

storm vamco barrelled into viet-
nam on sunday, damaging build-
ings and injuring at least five people 
after wreaking devastation in the 
Philippines. 

The storm made landfall on sun-
day morning with winds of up to 
90km/h, according to media re-
ports, uprooting trees and blowing 
the roofs off houses and schools.

vamco is the latest in a series of 
storms that have pummelled viet-
nam over the past six weeks causing 
flooding and landslides that have 
killed at least 159 people and left 70 
others missing.

Initial reports from the disaster 
management authority on sunday 
said that five people were injured 
while they were trying to secure 
their houses. 

vamco has weakened since hitting 
the Philippines as a typhoon with 
winds of up to 155km/h, but state 
media said it had still caused signifi-
cant damage, though details were 
not immediately available. 

authorities evacuated nearly 
650,000 people from seven coastal 
provinces to higher and safer ground 
before the storm hit to try to reduce 
casualties. 

agriculture and rural develop-
ment minister nguyen Xuan Cuong 
(pictured, vietnam news agency) 
told the vnexpress news website he 
hoped the precautions would mini-
mise the storm’s impact. 

vamco caused severe damage in 
the Philippines, causing flooding that 
affected more than 340,000 people. 

Philippine authorities said sun-
day the death toll had risen to 67, 
though floodwaters are now reced-
ing, giving hope that the worst could 
be over. AFP

The Cisadane River in Indonesia’s Banten province is polluted with medical waste. SERSAN MAyOR KuRuRu/CC By-SA 3.0

A group of royalists gather outside the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration headquarters on Sunday. THE NATiON
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W
Hen the first photos of 
US President-elect Joe 
biden standing with 
vice-President-elect 

Kamala Harris were released, it 
would not have been wrong to 
describe the image as representing 
what “America looks like”. biden 
stood as an image of the America the 
whole world has recognised for cen-
turies: white, male, accomplished, 
and armed with seniority not just of 
age but also of experience.

Harris, on the other hand, stood for 
everyone else: A woman, the child of 
immigrants who were themselves 
Jamaican and Indian, but their 
daughter standing in for other eth-
nicities like native American, Latina, 
Asian, and other women who have 
felt excluded from the arenas of pow-
er and representation simply because 
they were born as the “wrong” gen-
der, lineage, and/or skin colour. And 
might not they include, too, mem-
bers of the LGbTQ+ rainbow tribe?

In her address to the nation when 
the results of the election were first 
made known, Harris explicitly singled 
out her sisters who hoisted her – and 
other sisters like her – on their shoul-
ders through centuries of struggle. 
They were, she said, “women who 
fought and sacrificed so much for 
equality and liberty and justice for 
all. Including the black women who 
are often, too often overlooked but so 
often proved they are the backbone 
of our democracy”.

These women, she pointed out, 
“worked to secure and protect the 
right to vote for over a century. one 
hundred years ago with the 19th 
Amendment. Fifty-five years ago 
with the voting rights Act, and now 
in 2020 with a new generation of 
women in our country who cast 
their ballots and continued the fight 
for their fundamental right to vote 
and be heard”.

And indeed, they made themselves 
heard.

An nbC news exit poll of early and 
election Day voters showed how 
Americans of colour and of various 
ethnicities banded together to deliver 
for the biden-Harris ticket. Fully 87 
per cent of black Americans and 61 
per cent of Asian Americans voted 
Democrat in this month’s polls, as 
opposed to 41 per cent of white vot-
ers. And observers say a huge chunk 
of those Democrat “blue” votes were 
cast by women.

 A Cnn commentary notes that “the 
California senator’s history-making 
win also represents the millions of 
women in the demographics – often 
overlooked, historically underrepre-

sented and systematically ignored – 
who are now the recipients of that 
new power for the first time in [the 
US] 200-plus-year history”.

Her bid for the second-highest office 
of the land is, says the same commen-
tary, “a pure distillation of the com-
plex joy of representation”. During the 
frenzied campaign, Harris “made 
space for women of colour to tell their 
lived experiences during campaign 

events on the trail”. Thus, “certain vot-
ers felt, in today’s parlance, seen”.

but there are sobering realities, too, 
behind and beyond Harris’ historic 
electoral victory. “That Harris is the 
first female, first black and first South 
Asian vice-president-elect is both an 
affirmation of her excellence . . . and a 
reflection of the racism and sexism 
that punish women of colour who 
run for executive office,” notes the 

Cnn commentary. “And while it’s 
true that Harris [has] achieved yet 
more firsts, it’s maybe more accurate 
to describe these firsts as onlys – she 
became the only female, only black 
and only South Asian vice-president-
elect. That framing shines a less flat-
tering light on America. but it’s more 
honest. It also hints at possibility – 
the possibility that Harris . . . opened 
up the door for women and girls who 

look like her to follow, to claim power 
for their own.”

The opening of that long-closed 
door, a key moment in the continu-
ing fight toward engendered, inclu-
sive, and diverse politics, is one that 
migrant parents took to heart after 
Harris’ victory.

“As a mother and as an immigrant, 
when you come here, your perspec-
tive is, I’m going to work so hard 

because what you’re told is America 
is the land of the free, that everything 
is possible,” Flavia magala, a 57-year-
old voter from oklahoma, told Time 
magazine. “Whatever I haven’t been 
able to do in life, I wanted to put it all 
in my kids. For me, to see Kamala in 
this big position, it’s like all immi-
grant mothers, all black mothers, all 
Asian mothers can breathe, and 
know that the excellence that they 
dream for their daughters is possible. 
The ceiling is broken because some-
body has broken it.”

 In the same Time article, a mother 
in virginia recalled that when she 
told her seven- and eight-year-old 
daughters about the possibility of a 
first woman of colour to be the vice-
president of the US, her younger 
daughter immediately asked: “Does 
that mean I can be president?”

Yes, she can. The invisible but all-
too-real glass ceiling has been bro-
ken, and girls, in America and else-
where, may now dream bigger and 
feel more confident that when they 
walk on the shards of prejudice and 
sexism, they will be following in the 
footsteps of sisters who fought to 
make way for them. PHILIPPINE DAILY 

INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

opinion
Editorial

Paving the way for the once-excluded

US Vice-President-elect Kamala Harris stood for everyone else: A woman, the child of immigrants who were themselves Jamaican and 
Indian, but their daughter standing in for other ethnicities like Native American, Latina, Asian, and other women who have felt excluded 
from the arenas of power and representation simply because they were born as the ‘wrong’ gender, lineage, and/or skin colour. AfP

The invisible ... glass ceiling 
has been broken, and girls, in 
America and elsewhere, may 

now dream bigger
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Hong Raksmey

P
eCH Theara gripped 
the curved handle-
bars of his rusty old 
bike, planted his bare 

feet on its pedals and stormed 
as fast as he could towards the 
finish line.

The odds were against him 
as the 13-year-old faced off 
against kids with nicer bikes at 
the Flying bikes mX bike Park 
in Phnom Penh’s Prek Leap 
commune on november 8. 

but spectators couldn’t take 
their eyes off the kid on a 
crickety old bike bought from 
a trash picker for $5.

Theara tells The Post: “I found 
there was a bike race and my 
friend and I asked the organis-
ers to register. They did not 
mind that we didn’t have any of 
the standard equipment.” 

He had flip-flops with him, 
but says he has better control 
riding barefoot.

“I normally wear shoes but 
when I was on the racecourse, 
I took them off since it was eas-
ier to move my feet,” he says. 

His father, 53-year-old Pech 
Tha, had no idea his son had 
even entered the race. He 
found out when Theara re-
turned home with several 
gifts and a local oknha called 
wishing to donate a new bicy-
cle to the brave youngster. 

“He and his friends joined the 
competition on their own ac-
cord. I did not know,” says Tha. 
“I did not expect that they’d be 
allowed to enter the race.”

Theara’s race was one of 
several featured at the sec-
ond round of the Cambodia 
mountain bike Series 2020.

The event’s organiser, Pierre 
Yves Catry, says: “For our 
Cambodia mountain bike Se-
ries races, we have 14 catego-
ries, including kids, women, 
beginners, intermediate rid-
ers and elite riders. We follow 
proper standards under the 
cross country race format.”

Catry says the kid’s races 
were held on a shorter, easier 
and safer course. Kids who 
live nearby were allowed to 
join the race and didn’t have 
to pay a registration fee.

“We just want to give them 
the chance to race, as this is a 
unique opportunity for them to 
enter a bicycle race,” Catry, also 
the deputy secretary-general of 
the Cambodian Cycling Feder-
ation (CCF), tells The Post.

“Whenever possible, we pro-
vide them with helmets, but in 
this particular case, we didn’t 
have any spares available. So 
we had to decide whether to 
let them race or not.”

After consideration, organis-

ers felt the risks were low be-
cause the racers would be rid-
ing at only a moderate speed. 
Furthermore, there were no 
hard obstacles on the course 
and it was made entirely of dirt. 

A veteran cyclist, Catry says 
local boys ride their bikes ev-
ery day without protection, 
and sometimes even play in 
high-traffic areas which pres-
ent more dangers than can be 
found on a racetrack. 

but Catry says he will im-
prove the safety of the races 
and make sure to provide hel-
mets in the future. 

“As you can see in the pho-
tos, the kids were very ex-
cited and we were glad we 
allowed them to take part in 
the race. Those who criticise 
us are usually those who do 
nothing [to help the kids],” 
he says, adding that four or 
five locals entered the race.

Theara’s fierce resolve
Without letting the other kids’ 

shiny bikes dull his resolve, 
Theara used all his might to 
speed towards the finish.

“I knew they had beautiful 
bikes and sport suits. I did not 
feel frustrated or ashamed be-
cause I wanted to race and tried 
hard to win,” says Theara, the 
youngest of five children.

Theara, who’s currently 
studying in the fourth grade, 
lives in Prek Ta Sek com-
mune’s Prek Takong village 
in Chroy Changvar district 
with his father, a construc-
tion worker, and his mother, 
who stays at home and cares 
for the children. 

He says he got off to a good 
start to the race but suffered 
setbacks after crashing in 
the dirt twice.

“I was in second place when 

the whistle blew. I tried very 
hard to get my bike to reach 
full speed but the chain broke 
from the chain wheel and fell, 
causing me to fall as well. I 
finished in sixth place but did 
not win any prize because the 
winners ranged from first to 
fifth,” he recalls. 

Photos of Theara circulated 
on Facebook and caught the 
attention of Lang Tyleang, 
a local oknha who tracked 
down the young cyclist to 
present him with a gift. 

Tyleang tells The Post: “I 
liked his determination de-
spite the fact that he could not 
afford to buy a standard bicy-
cle or equipment. I used to live 
in his situation so I wanted to 
share something with him.”

The gift was a brand new 
Giant mountain bike. 

“Khmer helps Khmer,” 
Tyleang says. 

before hopping on his new 
bike, Theara says: “When I 
received this bike I was hap-
py. I plan to enrol for races 

in the future.”

Paying it forward
As interested parties started 

offering to help Theara, the 
young boy put his family first. 

“Firstly, I want to have my 
family get help and if pos-
sible, I also want to have new 
clothes and some study ma-
terials,” he says. 

Kind donors listened to his 
wishes and donated food and 
money to his family. A Face-
book-famous female tycoon 
reached out to him and prom-
ised to build a new home for 
his family to replace their old 
dilapidated tin-walled house. 

The Cambodian red Cross 
stepped up as well, as officials 
donated food supplies and 
study materials to impover-
ished kids who participated 
in the race. 

The greatest gift was offered 
by beltei International School, 
which presented Theara and his 
two friends with scholarships.

Theara’s father, Tha, re-
cently took Theara to enrol 
at the school.

“I was very excited when I got 
a call from beltei school. They 
gave a full scholarship to study 
general education from Grade 
4 to Grade 12,” Tha says.

Theara, no stranger to a 
challenge, says he’ll do his 
best to excel. 

“I am very happy. I will try 

my best to finish high school 
from here,” the teenager says.

Cycling scene in Cambodia
As for the wider cycling 

scene in the Kingdom, Catry 
says the most important thing 
is increasing the number of 
races in the country. 

“I strongly encourage clubs 
and teams from all provinces 
to organise their own racing 
events, and we are prepared, 
together with the Cambo-
dian Cycling Federation, to 
support them with technical 
expertise,” he says. 

“racing is what motivates 
cyclists to train and improve. 
There cannot be improve-
ment without racing.”

Catry says his wish is that 
Cambodia’s finest are able 
to compete in international 
races next year. 

“If we want to win medals 
at the 2023 Southeast Asian 
Games, sport federations must 
be provided sufficient funds 
to send their best athletes to 
compete,” he says.

Theara may or may not rep-
resent his country as a profes-
sional cyclist in the future but 
he has plenty of time to decide.

For now, his dream is to 
serve his nation in a more 
militant sense.

“I want to be a soldier to 
help protect the country,” he 
says.

This picture of Theara bearing down on the racetrack won him countless fans as it was circulated on social media. supplied

Without shoes 
or a helmet, a 
young cyclist 
steals the show

Theara (left) receives a new bike from oknha Lang Tyleang. Another tycoon offered to build a new home to replace Theara’s family’s old one (right) supplied

Theara held his own in the race, despite competing against better-equipped youths. supplied
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Totals
  5 Emulates Moe
 10 Lousy writer
 14 Certain sword
 15 Folklore trickster
 16 Soprano’s show-stopper
 17 Prolonged unconsciousness
 18 Time causes it
 19 Reminder of an injury
 20 “No, hardly”
 23 Pause, on a music staff
 24 Carbon power source
 25 Vietnam’s capital
 28 Old verb ending
 30 Overhaul
 34 Exist in large quantities
 36 Will Smith title role
 38 Santa ___, Calif.
 39 Soap-opera ceremonies
 43 Prefix with “dairy”
 44 Tank filler
 45 Nurse a baby
 46 Pick up the tab for someone
 49 ___ Aviv
 51 ___ up (excited)

 52 Not final, legally
 54 Presses into service
 56 Attempt from beyond the arc
 62 Smile with joy
 63 Occur as a result
 64 Peerage member
 66 H.H. Munro’s nom de plume
 67 Lily in a wedding bouquet
 68 Fancy little sewing case
 69 “Guilty” or “not guilty”
 70 Aerodynamic
 71 Biblical pronoun
DOWN
  1 Small part of an hr.
  2 Second word in many fairy tales
  3 It might have the heading “Re:”
  4 Saltwater fish
  5 “Fixes” a pet
  6 Tie up
  7 Leaf-to-branch angle
  8 Card game
  9 Musical “repeat” sign
 10 Royal pain
 11 Semicircular entrance
 12 “Arrivederci!”
 13 Go-___ (four-wheeled racer)
 21 Word with “well” or “human”

 22 Long-jawed fish
 25 Does not possess
 26 Hate
 27 Who might be to blame
 29 Leather strap
 31 Kerchief
 32 It increases by degrees
 33 “___ on a true story”
 35 Understood archaeology?
 37 Cards at the door
 40 Like some parks
 41 Fists
 42 Arctic ocean covering
 47 Lack of vigor
 48 Railroad beam
 50 Crescent-shaped area on a 

fingernail
 53 Eyeglasses
 55 Chophouse offering
 56 One-sixteenth of a cup (Abbr.)
 57 Restore to well-being
 58 Gather leaves
 59 Tiny landmass
 60 Bit of profanity
 61 Faithful or factual
 65 Tell a whopper

“AIMED ALREADY” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution

Transgenders gain right 
to inherit in bangladesh

Female pigeon sells for record 
$1.6m to Chinese fancier

T
ransgender people 
will soon be able to 
inherit property from 
their families, ban-

gladesh’s law minister said 
november 15, the latest effort 
to give the minority group 
more rights in the conserva-
tive muslim-majority nation.

While the country of 168 
million people is officially 
secular, property legislation 
still follows religious laws, 
with transgender people 
mostly barred from inheriting 
estates when parents die.

Prime minister Sheikh Hasi-
na told a cabinet meeting this 
week that new inheritance 
laws for the group, known 
as hijra – an umbrella term 
referring to someone who is 
born male but does not refer 
to themselves as a man or 
woman – were being drafted.

“We’re trying to frame a 
legislation in accordance 
with the Islamic sharia law 
and our constitution which 
will ensure the property 
rights for a transgender fam-
ily member,” Law minister 

Anisul Huq told AFP.
The bill has yet to be pro-

posed in parliament but is 
expected to comfortably pass 
the legislative body.

bangladesh has allowed 
transgender people, who 
number around 1.5 million, 
to identify as a separate gen-
der since 2013.

Last year they were allowed 
to register to vote as a third 
gender. earlier this month, the 
South Asian country opened 
its first Islamic school for 
transgender muslims. AFP

An unIdenTIFIed Chinese 
buyer on Sunday paid a world 
record €1.6 million ($1.9 mil-
lion) for a female homing pi-
geon called new Kim, online 
auctioneers Pigeon Paradise 
(PIPA) said.

The sale beat the €1.25 mil-
lion paid for male pigeon Ar-
mando last year, according to 
PIPA.

new Kim, a well-bred two-
ear-old from a renowned 
Antwerp loft, was put up for 

auction at just €200.
“I believe it’s a world record, 

there has never been an offi-
cially documented sale at such 
a price,” PIPA chairman niko-
laas Gyselbrecht told AFP.

“I didn’t think we could 
reach that amount.”

The buyer, who was not 
named, “will probably want 
to breed her”, he added.

new Kim won the 2018 crown 
as “Ace Pigeon Grand national 
middle distance” in competi-

tions held at Chateauroux and 
Argenton-sur-Creuse in France.

Top european birds have 
won global fame in recent 
years and particularly in Chi-
na where pigeon racing can 
generate huge winnings.

Wealthy buyers from the 
Gulf and Asia have forced up 
prices for champion birds for 
their instinctive ability to fly 
as many as hundreds of kilo-
metres and still find their way 
back home. AFP

A Bangladeshi transgender (left) applies henna on a woman’s hand. Transgender people will soon be able to 
inherit property from their families. AFP

An unidentified Chinese buyer (not pictured) on November 15 paid a world record €1.6 million ($1.9 million) 
for a female homing pigeon called New Kim. AFP
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nadal cruises at ATP Finals 
as Thiem takes out Tsitsipas
r

AFAel nadal 
launched his bid for 
a first ATP Finals tro-
phy in style on Sun-

day, taming in-form Andrey 
rublev in straight sets in lon-
don after Dominic Thiem beat 
Stefanos Tsitsipas.

The Spanish world number 
two, chasing the biggest prize 
missing from his glittering 
resume, barely broke sweat 
as he outclassed the russian 
debutant 6-3, 6-4 at the empty 
o2 Arena.

earlier, US open champion 
Thiem avenged his defeat by 
Tsitsipas in the championship 
match last year, beating the 
Greek sixth seed 7-6 (7/5), 4-6, 
6-3.

nadal, who last month 
equalled roger Federer’s re-
cord of 20 Grand Slams by 
winning the French open, has 
won 86 titles but just one of 
those has come on an indoor 
hard court.

His record at the eight-man 
elite event pales in com-
parison with his main rivals. 
Federer, who is absent with 
injury, has won it a record six 
times and novak Djokovic has 
triumphed five times.

nadal, 34, and rublev both 
held serve comfortably in the 
early stages of their Group 
london 2020 round-robin 
match.

but the Spaniard, who was 
comprehensively outserving 
his 23-year-old opponent, 
made his move in the sixth 
game, breaking the russian, 
who hurled his racket to the 
ground in frustration, and 
wrapping up the set with the 
minimum of fuss.

rublev, who has won a tour-
leading five titles during the 
coronavirus-interrupted 2020 
season, was broken again in 
the first game of the second 

set, leaving him with a moun-
tain to climb.

The seventh seed upped his 
first-serve percentage but it 
was too little too late.

nadal did not face a break 
point in the entire 77-minute 
match.

“Always the first match is 
very tricky,” said nadal. “every 
match is difficult when you’re 
playing against the best of the 
best so it’s a positive start for 
me, very happy.”

“I think my serve worked 
very well tonight so that’s a 
bit of help always on these 
surfaces,” added the two-time 
finalist. 

“I had my few chances on 
the return and I converted.” 

The French open champion 
said winning in straight sets 
was a big confidence boost 
ahead of his “super-difficult 
match” against Thiem on 
Tuesday.

The Spaniard has qualified 
for the ATP Finals for a record 
16 consecutive years but has 
been forced to withdraw on 
six occasions.

A combination of injuries 
and his preference for other 
surfaces has counted against 
him but his greater freshness 
as a result of a shorter season 
may boost his chances this 
year.

Thiem’s revenge 
In the opening match on 

Sunday, Austria’s Thiem 
missed a clutch of break 
points against Tsitsipas but 
battled back from 4-1 down 
in the first set tie-break to take 
the lead.

The defending champion 
broke early in the second set to 
level the match and appeared 
to have the momentum but 
Thiem rallied impressively, 
earning a break with a deli-

cately dinked forehand in the 
second game of the decider, 
which proved decisive.

“I think the level was higher 
last year,” said Thiem. 

“We were both in great 
shape last year in the final, we 
wanted that title 100 per cent. 
The atmosphere was insane 
last year in the final and today 
was a little bit different.”

earlier, novak Djokovic re-
ceived the ATP Tour no 1 tro-
phy after finishing the year at 
the top of the rankings for a 
record-equalling sixth time.

The top seed, who is com-
peting in Group Tokyo 1970 
alongside Daniil medvedev, 
Alexander Zverev and Diego 
Schwartzman, plays his open-
ing match on monday.

The o2 Arena is hosting the 
ATP Finals for the 12th and 
final season before the year-
end championships moves to 
Turin next year. afp

IoC’s bach ‘confident’ 
Tokyo olympics will go 
on next year with fans
InTernATIonAl olympic 
Committee chief Thomas bach 
said monday he is now “very, 
very confident” that spectators 
will be able to attend next year’s 
pandemic-postponed Tokyo 
olympic Games.

Speaking after meeting Japan’s 
Prime minister Yoshihide Suga 
in Tokyo, bach praised corona-
virus countermeasures being 
prepared by organisers and gov-
ernment officials.

“We are putting really a huge 
tool box together in which we 
will put all the different meas-
ures we can imagine,” he said.

“next year . . . we will be able to 
take (the) right tools out of this 
tool box and apply them in order 
to ensure a safe environment for 
all participants in the games.”

“This makes us all very, very 
confident that we can have spec-
tators in the olympic stadia next 
year,” bach said.

The olympic chief also pledged 
that the IoC would “undertake 
great efforts” to make sure as 
many participants and specta-
tors as possible are vaccinated 
before arriving in Japan, if a vac-
cine is available by next sum-
mer.

bach is in Tokyo for a two-day 
visit seen as intended to bolster 
confidence among athletes, 
Japanese citizens and olympic 

sponsors about the prospects for 
the first Games postponed out-
side of wartime.

Spiralling coronavirus infec-
tions across much of the world, 
and renewed lockdowns, have 
once again raised questions 
about whether the Games can 
really be held next year if the 
pandemic is not under control.

Japan’s public remains scepti-
cal, and more than 60 percent of 
domestic sponsors have yet to 
commit to extending their con-
tracts for another year, local 
media reported this weekend.

but there are glimmers of hope 
for organisers and Japanese offi-
cials, who have insisted a further 
delay is not on the table, and that 
cancellation is not being dis-
cussed.

news last week of positive 
results in a late-stage vaccine 
trial were welcomed by Tokyo 
2020 officials as a “relief”.

And Tokyo this month suc-
cessfully staged a four-nation 
gymnastics competition, its first 
international sporting event 
during the pandemic, hailed as 
proof the Games are possible.

Japan’s government has con-
tinued to insist the Games will 
go ahead, with Suga reiterating 
monday that they would serve 
“as proof that mankind over-
came the virus”. afp

A tearful Johnson captures masters for second title
ToP-ranked Dustin Johnson 
won the masters in record-
smashing fashion on Sunday, 
capturing his second major 
title with the lowest total score 
in Augusta national history.

The 36-year-old, known for 
keeping his cool on the course, 
was in tears after winning the 
green jacket only an hour’s 
drive from where he grew up.

“It’s a dream come true,” a 
crying Johnson said. “As a kid I 

always wanted to become a 
masters champion. It’s just 
incredible.

“I never have this much trou-
ble gathering myself. on the 
golf course I’m good at it.”

no one in masters history was 
better as Johnson, whose other 
major victory came at the 2016 
US open, fired a four-under-par 
68 to finish on a masters record 
20-under-par 268.

That was good enough for a 

five-stroke triumph over South 
Korean Im Sung-jae and Aus-
tralian Cameron Smith with 
third-ranked US golfer Justin 
Thomas fourth on 276.

Johnson’s score in relation to 
par matched the lowest in 
major history and smashed the 
old 72-hole masters mark of 
18-under 270 set by Woods in 
1997 and matched by Jordan 
Spieth in 2015.

It was an incredible turna-
round for a player who missed 
his planned masters tuneups 
after contracting Covid-19 last 
month, returning only last 
week with a runner-up effort in 
Houston.

Johnson, who began with a 
four-shot edge, had never con-
verted a 54-hole major lead 
into a title, stumbling at the 
2010, 2015 and 2018 US opens 
and in August’s PGA Champi-
onship, where he settled for a 
runner-up spot.

That hex ended Sunday, but 
not without some early drama 
as Johnson’s lead fell to one.

Johnson made back-to-back 
bogeys at the fifth and par-3 
sixth, ending a run of 33 bogey-

free holes, to leave Im one 
back.

“They weren’t bad shots,” 
Johnson said. “I didn’t let it 
bother me too much. At six I 
made a birdie and that got me 
back.”

Im fell back with bogeys at six 
and seven, Johnson also bird-
ied the par-5 eighth and never 
looked back.

“I was nervous all day,” John-
son said. “I could feel it. The 
masters to me was the biggest. 
It still feels like a dream. I’m 
proud of the way I handled 
myself and finished off the golf 
tournament.”

Johnson, the first reigning 
world number one to grab the 
green jacket since Tiger Woods 
in 2002, was denied the usual 
champion’s roars from specta-
tors as no fans were allowed 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic 
that postponed the event from 
its usual April slot. 

Amazing ability’ 
After overcoming his early 

wobble, Johnson was unflap-
pable with deadly accuracy and 
consistency, his birdie streak 

from 13 through 15 lifting his 
week to historic status.

“DJ has just an amazing abil-
ity to stay calm in tough 
moments,” Woods said. There’s 
no one more suited to that, I 
think, than DJ.”

Johnson’s four total bogeys 
were the fewest of any masters 
champion.

Im had the lowest score for 
any masters newcomer but 
couldn’t become the first debut 
winner since 1979.

“my goal was to make the 
cut,” Im said through a transla-
tor. “To finish tied for second is 
unbelievable.”

Smith closed on 69, becoming 
the first masters player to shoot 
all four rounds in the 60s.

“That’s cool,” he said. “A lot of 
good around here this week.”

Four-time major winner rory 
mcIlroy, needing a green jacket 
to complete a career Grand Slam, 
shot 69 to share fifth on 277 but 
never threatened Johnson.

Woods horror show 
mcIlroy, unable to recover 

from a first-round 75, took 
some solace after a sixth failed 

attempt to complete the career 
Slam.

“I didn’t have a great start but 
over the last 54 holes, only two 
bogeys, a lot of great golf in 
there,” mcIlroy said. “not over-
thinking it as much could be 
the key for me.”

Woods, a five-time masters 
winner and 15-time major 
champion, found rae’s Creek 
three times on his way to a sep-
tuple-bogey 10 at the par-3 12th, 
his worst score ever on a major 
hole. He responded with birdies 
on five of the last six holes to 
close on 76 and finish on 287.

“Hit a few too many shots 
than I wanted,” Woods said. 
“Had a lot more experiences 
there in rae’s Creek.”

Germany’s bernhard langer, 
at 63 the oldest to make any 
masters cut, shot 71 to finish 
on 285, one stroke better than 
US open champion bryson 
DeChambeau, who closed on 
73 and never threatened to 
overpower Augusta, nagged by 
dizziness.

“I’ve got to fix this dizziness,” 
he said. “I’ve got to get healthy 
first and foremost.” afp

Spain’s Rafael Nadal returns against Russia’s Andrey Rublev in their men’s singles round-robin match on day 
one of the ATP World Tour Finals tennis tournament at the O2 Arena in London. afp

US golfer Dustin Johnson won The Masters with the lowest total score 
in Augusta history. afp

Japan’s Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga (R) greets International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) president Thomas Bach during a meeting in Tokyo. afp
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belgium ends england’s nations 
League hopes as Italy eyes finals
b

eLgIum ended england’s 
hopes of reaching the na-
tions League finals with a 
2-0 win on Sunday while 

Italy edged closer to next year’s title 
shake-up.

belgium were just five minutes 
from joining world champions 
France at next october’s finals 
when Iceland pulled level at 1-1 
with group rivals Denmark in Co-
penhagen.

However, a stoppage time pen-
alty by Christian eriksen gave the 
Danes a 2-1 win and kept alive their 
chances of pipping belgium to top 
spot in group A2.

Youri Tielemans and Dries 
mertens scored the goals which 
gave world number one belgium 
victory over gareth Southgate’s 
england.

Leicester midfielder Tielemans’s 
deflected effort went in off the post 
after 10 minutes.

Fourteen minutes later, Declan 
rice was harshly punished for a 
challenge on Kevin De bruyne 
just outside the area and mertens 
curled the resulting free-kick per-
fectly over the wall to give Jordan 
Pickford no chance.

“We were always in control at 2-0, 
sometimes it can be dangerous, 
you feel comfortable but we de-
fended Thibaut Courtois’s goal very 
well,” said belgian coach roberto 
martinez.

A second consecutive defeat 
leaves england down in third place, 
five points adrift of belgium, with 
just one game remaining.

“We don’t like losing, but enor-
mous credit to the team, all the way 
through they created problems and 
defended resiliently,” said South-
gate.

Denmark’s late winner over Ice-

land means belgium still need a 
point when they host the Danes on 
Wednesday to secure their place in 
the final four.

In Copenhagen, Iceland, whose 
euro 2020 hopes were dashed by 
Hungary in a 2-1 play-off defeat in 
midweek, suffered more agony.

eriksen gave the Danes the lead 
from the penalty spot after 12 min-
utes following a foul by Ari Freyr 
Skulason on Daniel Wass.

vidar orn Kjartansson levelled 
for Iceland in the 85th minute but 

another penalty by eriksen in the 
second minute of injury time after 
a handball by Hordur magnusson 
gave the Danes the three points.

Italy brushed off the absences of 
several players and coronavirus-hit 
coach roberto mancini with an im-
pressive 2-0 victory over Poland.

The Azzurri took top spot in 
group A1 from the netherlands, 
who beat bosnia and Herzegovina 
3-1 earlier in the day.

Italy will be sure of a place in 
next october’s finals with victory 

over the bosnians in Sarajevo on 
Wednesday.

Chelsea midfielder Jorginho 
opened the scoring in the 27th min-
ute with a penalty awarded after 
grzegorz Krychowiak had brought 
down Andrea belotti.

In the 77th minute, Poland had 
Jacek goralski sent off before the 
Italians added a second goal from 
Domenico berardi.

“It’s our culture, Italians give their 
best during difficult moments and 
become more united,” said assistant 

coach Alberico evani whose 41-man 
squad had been whittled down to 
28, due to injuries, as well as positive 
and inconclusive Covid-19 tests.

Frank de boer won his first 
match as netherlands coach after 
georginio Wijnaldum scored twice 
in the win over bosnia.

‘Good feeling’ 
Liverpool midfielder Wijnaldum 

struck his goals early in the first half 
to help new coach De boer break 
his duck at the fifth attempt follow-
ing three draws and a defeat, with 
memphis Depay scoring the other 
for the dominant Dutch.

“It had been five games since we’d 
won, so it was a good feeling to win 
again,” said Wijnaldum.

“If I’m playing more in a sitting 
role, I don’t get in the box that of-
ten, but tonight I was playing as a 
no10 so I’m expected to. I basically 
just did my job.”

The Dutch go to Poland in their 
final group game but even a win 
won’t be good enough should Italy 
prevail in bosnia.

In promotion ties, Scotland failed 
to follow up their heroics of reach-
ing a first major tournament for 22 
years as Steve Clarke’s men were 
beaten 1-0 by Slovakia, their first 
defeat in 10 games.

Jan gregus’s deflected strike on 
32 minutes decided the meeting of 
two teams who qualified for euro 
2020 this week.

Wales winger David brooks sealed 
a 1-0 win over the republic of Ire-
land.

After a seventh successive clean 
sheet in all competitions, Wales – 
unbeaten in their last 10 games – 
need a point on Wednesday against 
Finland to earn promotion to 
League A. afp

Hamilton: The world F1 champion many love to hate
LeWIS Hamilton has joined 
michael Schumacher as the 
most successful driver in For-
mula one’s history - yet despite 
all the acclaim, the seven-time 
world champion divides opin-
ion.

With 20.6 million Instagram 
followers Hamilton is by a coun-
try mile the most popular mem-
ber of the Formula one grid, 
supported by an army of loyal 

fans known as ‘Team LH’.
“The greatest sportsman this 

country has ever produced - no 
doubts,” tweeted former man-
chester united and england 
defender rio Ferdinand after 
Hamilton crossed the finish 
line in Istanbul on Sunday.

Yet Hamilton’s rise to F1 leg-
end status has been accompa-
nied by articles in his home-
land exploring the same 

question - ‘why is he disliked?’ 
Just as in Schmacher’s all-

conquering era with Ferrari, 
Hamilton and mercedes have 
become victims of their own 
success.

mercedes are accused in the 
court of public opinion of being 
too good and turning the sport 
into a tedious procession – they 
have won the last seven con-
structors titles and Hamilton 
has won the last four world 
drivers titles.

Hamilton tackled the issue 
last season.

“It’s not how F1 should be, 
but it is what it is right now and 
it has been like that in the past,” 
he said.

“but it is not our fault these 
guys are good at their jobs.”

For The Times’ rebecca 
Clancy, Hamilton’s decision to 
move to first Switzerland and 
then monaco – in part to pay 
less tax – was at the heart of any 
anti-Hamilton sentiment.

Another obstacle for some 

british F1 fans was the support 
of the once mighty mcLaren 
team which powered him to his 
first title in 2008.

“britons like underdogs,” 
explained The Sun.

‘Hypocrisy’ 
For The Daily Telegraph, the 

‘marmite’ factor (love him or 
loathe him) stems from the fact 
that “Hamilton’s tastes may not 
always sit perfectly with the 
traditional motor racing com-
munity”.

Celebrity friends, extravagant 
fashion sense, ‘bling’ jewellery, 
plentiful tattoos, his spiritual-
ism, reactions which some-
times appear over the top, the 
negative picture he paints of 
his hometown Stevenage, his 
Anglo-American accent – all 
have been used as ammunition 
by his detractors.

His ‘detached’ manner also 
fires up his critics.

“It’s not in the tradition of 
british sporting heroes to be so 

removed,” wrote the Daily 
Mail’s F1 reporter, John 
mcevoy.

For some, it was Hamilton’s 
conversion to all things green 
and veganism in 2017 that 
jarred, coming from someone 
who criss-crosses the globe in 
a private jet – since sold – and 
spends much of his time behind 
the wheel of gas-guzzling F1 
machines.

mcevoy wrote in the Mail in 
July: “The chief accusation 
against Hamilton is one of 
hypocrisy on several fronts.

“many F1 insiders have heard 
enough of Hamilton’s self-
righteous preaching.”

F1’s first black driver has this 
season pressed for greater 
diversity in the paddock, a 
stance sparked by his vocal 
support for the black Lives 
matter movement. He spoke 
out about the killing of george 
Floyd when no one else in his 
sport would and won wide-
spread support for his stance.

but some observers have 
noted that his tone can some-
times be perceived as preach-
ing and “can rub people the 
wrong way”.

His critics might not agree, 
but for many, like fellow british 
driver Lando norris, Hamilton 
should be honoured, not criti-
cised.

“There is only one other per-
son in the whole world who has 
achieved what he has – and 
that’s michael Schumacher,” 
the mcLaren rookie said.

“He has led the way in many 
aspects – on the track, but also 
off it.

“A lot of athletes who have 
done such things in other 
sports have got knighthoods so 
I see no reason why he 
shouldn’t.

“It’s a good thing for kids who 
want to get into racing or who 
don’t know much about racing 
to be inspired by him and, obvi-
ously, try to achieve similar 
things.” afp

Belgium’s midfielder Kevin De Bruyne (L) vies with England’s defender Tyrone Mings during the UEFA Nations League football 
match between Belgium and England, on November 15, 2020 at Den Dreef stadium in Louvain. afp 

Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton won his seventh world title at 
the Turkish Formula One Grand Prix. afp 
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