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UN seeks $9.4M in aid for 
Cambodian flood victims
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Hun Sen, over 
1,000 others 
awaiting final 
Covid-19 tests  
Long Kimmarita

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen and 
the roughly 1,300 people 
who were in direct and indi-
rect contact with Hungarian 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade  
Peter Szijjarto during his November 
3 visit tested negative for Covid-19 
and are awaiting a fourth, final test, 
according to the Ministry of Health.

In a press release, the health min-
istry said in the third test the Institut 
Pasteur du Cambodge (IPC) exam-
ined 1,195 samples, all of which 
came out negative, and was to test 
the remaining 105 samples on 
November 15.      

“From November 4 to 14, a total of 
3,762 samples were tested – including 
those from 1,741 people in the first 
round of tests, 825 people in the sec-
ond and 1,195 samples in the third. 
The results showed that four of the 
people tested positive for Covid-19 
and are being treated at the Khmer-
Soviet Friendship Hospital,” it said.

In the same press release, it said as 
of November 14, there was no new 
Covid-19 positive or recovery case.  

Cambodia has so far recorded a 
total of 302 Covid-19 cases, with 13 
patients remaining hospitalised.

In a Facebook post on November 
14, Hun Sen said he and his family 
tested negative after having their 
samples examined for the third 
time and were awaiting a fourth, 
final test.

“I am continuing self-quarantine 
until November 18, when the fourth 

and final test is conducted. Hope-
fully, the results for me, my wife and 
the more than 1,000 people who 
have self-quarantined since Novem-
ber 4 will come out negative again. 
This would reduce concerns about 
Covid-19 in Phnom Penh and Kan-
dal province and lead to school reo-
pening,” he said. 

Meanwhile, he said the govern-
ment was set to provide more than 
two million face masks and some 
medical supplies to Laos as part of 
the Cambodia’s contribution to the 
global fight against Covid-19.

He said the masks and medical sup-
plies will be flown to the Lao capital 
Vientiane on Monday morning on a 
Cambodian chartered flight.

Kin Phea, the director of the Roy-
al Academy of Cambodia’s Interna-
tional Relations Institute, said this 
was a gesture of goodwill and friend-
ship. It shows that Cambodia is 
more than willing to help neigh-
bours in difficult time even though 
it is not a rich country.

“We know Cambodia and Laos 
are countries that have had good 
relations. We are good neighbours 
that always support each other. 
This shows the value of friendship 
and cooperation between our two 
countries.

“In diplomatic terms, Cambodia 
is on the right track, having set an 
example for other countries in the 
region that face the same challeng-
es. In this difficult time, we can 
share and help each other to the 
best of our ability,” he said.

Armenia cedes disputed land 
to Azerbaijan in peace accord

Cambodia signs world’s largest free trade pact

ARMENIA on Sunday was due to begin 
handing over disputed territory to 
Azerbaijan as part of a peace accord that 
ended six weeks of fierce fighting over 
the Nagorno-Karabakh region.

Residents of the Kalbajar district in 
Azerbaijan that was controlled by 
Armenian separatists for decades 
began a mass exodus of the moun-
tainous province in the days leading 
up to the official withdrawal day.

AFP journalists saw fleeing residents 
pile furniture and kitchenware into vehi-
cles before leaving for Armenia and some 
among the departing ethnic-Armenians 
said they had exhumed graves they feared 
would be desecrated by Azerbaijanis.

Thick plumes of smoke were rising 
over the valley near the village of 
Charektar after residents set their homes 

on fire preferring to leave devastation 
in their wake and homes that would be 
uninhabitable by Azerbaijanis.

A Russian peacekeeping contingent 
deployed last week to Nagorno-Kara-
bakh. They set up checkpoints and 
positions in the region’s administrative 
centre, Stepanakert, as part of the 
terms of the accord that sees Armenia 
cede swathes of territory that Azerbai-
jan’s forces gained in the fighting.

Moscow’s peacekeeping mission, 
which the military said included sol-
diers that previously were stationed 
in Syria, comprises some 2,000 troops 
for a renewable five-year mission.

The ex-Soviet rivals agreed to end 
hostilities last week after efforts by 
Russia, France and the US to get a 
ceasefire fell through during the 

nearly two months of clashes.
A key part of the peace deal includes 

Armenia’s return of Kalbajar, as well as 
the Aghdam district by November 20 
and the Lachin district by December 
1, which have been held by Armenians 
since a devastating war in the 1990s.

Armenia conceded on Saturday that 
2,317 fighters were killed in clashes in 
which both sides accused the other of 
targeting civilian infrastructure.

Azerbaijan has not revealed its 
military casualties and the real toll 
after weeks of fighting is expected to 
be much higher.

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
on Friday said the number of fatali-
ties had surpassed 4,000 and that 
tens of thousands of people had been 
forced to flee their homes. afp

May Kunmakara

A VISCERAL hit of merriment cap-
tured Cambodia’s trade and invest-
ment sector as the leaders of 15 Asia-
Pacific nations signed the 
blockbuster Regional Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 
trade pact on Sunday.

Insiders voiced their enthusiasm 
for the agreement which they say will 
allow the Kingdom to expand trade 

and attract more investment from 
signatory countries.

Leaders of the 10 ASEAN states, 
Australia, China, Japan, New Zealand 
and South Korea witnessed the sign-
ing of the RCEP agreement via video 
link following the conclusion of the 
4th RCEP Summit on the same day.

Notably absent from the signing 
was India, which withdrew from 
negotiations in November last year.

Minister of Economy and Finance 

Aun Pornmoniroth delegated author-
ity to Minister of Commerce Pan 
Sorasak to sign the accord.

Marking ASEAN’s largest free trade 
pact, the RCEP has a combined gross 
domestic product (GDP) to the tune of 
$26.2 trillion, or 30 per cent of global 
GDP, and engages 2.2 billion people, 
according to the ASEAN Secretariat.

ASEAN secretary-general Lim Jock 
Hoi said: “The signing of the RCEP 
Agreement is a historic event as it 

underpins ASEAN’s role in leading 
a multilateral trade agreement of 
this magnitude, despite global and 
regional challenges and eight years 
of negotiations.

“RCEP will give a much-needed 
boost for a swift and robust recovery 
for businesses and peoples in our 
region, particularly during the cur-
rent Covid-19 pandemic crisis.”

Singapore’s Minister of Trade and 
Industry Chan Chun Sing told 

reporters following the signing that 
the pact will enter into force once 
six ASEAN countries and three non-
ASEAN partners have ratified it, as 
reported by Bloomberg.

Cambodia’s commerce ministry laud-
ed the deal as a historic regional achieve-
ment that will reinforce intellectual 
property and investor protection, pro-
mote globalisation, and support the

Armenian soldiers carry coffins of soldiers killed during the military conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan, on November 14. afp
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Orm Bunthoeurn

T
HE Phnom Penh 
Municipal Court has 
summonsed 67 activ-
ists of the Supreme 

Court-dissolved Cambodia 
National Rescue Party (CNRP) 
to testify in relation to plotting 
and incitement to caused so-
cial chaos. The acts were alleg-
edly committed last year.  

The summons issued by 
deputy prosecutor Seng 
Heang identified six of them 
as Kruy Sokhemrith, Seng 
Khorn, Tith Sophat, Roeurng 
Samnang, Khin Sokheang 
and Men Yorn and ordered 
them to appear on the morn-
ing of November 26. 

Lawyer Sam Sokong, who 
was named in the summons 
to defend the cases on No-
vember 26, told The Post on 
November 15 he was unsure 
of how many clients he would 
represent as others impli-
cated in the cases were also 
seeking his help. 

“For those whom I cannot 
defend, I think the court will 
request the Bar Association 
of the Kingdom of Cambodia 
[BAKC] to handle them. The 
cases involve criminal of-
fences so defence lawyers are 
need,” he said.

Municipal court spokesman 
Y Rin told The Post on Novem-
ber 15 that summons for 67 of 
the 68 activists were attached 
with a letter inviting lawyers 
to defend them because they 
were involved in plotting and 
incitement to cause social 
chaos. He said that does not 
mean lawyers mentioned in 
the cases were involved with 
the criminal offences. 

“As of November 15, not 
only lawyer Sam Sokong has 
been named to defend the 
cases. The bar association has 
also assigned lawyers Yong 
Phanith, Sin Sovorn, Chhe 
Vibol, Chum Iek, Nhor Nhen 
and Ly Ratana to defend the 
accused,” he said.

Rin said the number of de-
fence lawyers to represent the 
cases will vary depending on 
the actual situation as the ac-
cused might seek their help 
prior to the scheduled hearing. 

None of the activists could be 
reached for comment. But for-
mer CNRP lawmaker Ou Chan-
roth was of the view that the 
plotting and incitement charg-
es were too serious considering 
the political roles those activists 
played within the CNRP.

“I think they have the right 
to enter [politics]. As for the 
plotting charges, we don’t 
know whether they had the 
intention of toppling the gov-
ernment or not. Maybe they 
thought they were merely 
joining a movement to seek 
a change of the government, 
or maybe they were just exer-
cising their [political] rights 
without intending to topple 
the government,” he said.

Chanroth added that even 
if they had an intention of 
toppling the government, the 
authorities should consider 
whether the activists had any 
influence in their calls for a 
change of leadership. 

“In my opinion, first, they 
have no ability to do so. Sec-
ond, there is no evidence 
proving they could do so. I 
think the court might exert 
pressure on that opposition 
group,” he said.
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Voun Dara

CAMBODIA will host the 11th 
Meeting of the Cambodia-EU 
Joint Committee on Novem-
ber 25-27 and November 30 
via video link, according to 
Ministry of Justice secretary 
of state Chin Malin.

Malin told The Post on No-
vember 15 that the meeting is 

held every other year and is al-
ternately hosted. In 2018, Cam-
bodia attended the 10th meet-
ing in Brussels, Belgium, which 
was hosted by the EU. This year, 
the Kingdom is set to host the 
meeting in Phnom Penh.

“The meeting will discuss 
all aspects of cooperation be-
tween the Cambodian gov-
ernment and the EU, evaluat-

ing our past cooperation in all 
areas and determining what 
we’ll need to do together down 
the line,” he said.

On November 13, Malin led 
a working group to meet EU 
ambassador to Cambodia 
Carmen Moreno via video 
link to work out the organisa-
tional details of the meeting.

The two sides reviewed their 
past judicial cooperation and 
listed a number of issues and 
challenges to address at the 
end-of-the-month meeting.

Malin said: “The EU still 
wants to work with Cambo-
dia and wants to continue 
and strengthen cooperation 
in all areas. The Everything 
But Arms [EBA] trade scheme 
is old news, it’s in the past, an 
old political event, already rel-
egated to the shadows.

“What we need to do now 
is discuss what we can do to-
gether to move forward for the 
benefit of the EU and the Cam-
bodian people as a whole.

“As we turn the page to a 
new era, we must work out 
what we, Cambodia and the 
EU, can do together for the 
benefit of the whole Cambo-
dian nation, the EU and each 
of its member countries.”

Political analyst Lao Mong 
Hay said Cambodia had 
worked with a lot of countries 

in the field of justice since the 
1993 Constitution came into 
force, but pointed out that its 
judicial independence and 
human rights record leave 
much to be desired.

“Sanctions on Cambodia in 
the form of EBA [withdrawal] 
are not misaligned with the 
EU’s policy of supporting its 
development, because it was 
Cambodia’s decision not to re-
spect the human-rights condi-
tions of the duty-free regime.

“Providing judicial coop-
eration with Cambodia is also 
within the framework of the 
policy,” he said.

According to the Constitu-
tion, the judiciary is inde-
pendent and has the primary 
duty of protecting the rights 
and freedoms of Cambodians. 
The King ensures that Cam-
bodians’ rights and freedoms 
are protected and guarantees 
judicial independence.

But Mong Hay was of the 
view  that judicial indepen-
dence had been compro-
mised by political control and 
ministerial interference.

On the other hand, he said 
successful Cambodian-EU jus-
tice cooperation could help the 
Kingdom meet its human rights 
obligations and convince the 
bloc to fully restore EBA prefer-
ential access to its market.

Kingdom to talk 
cooperation with 
EU at online meet

Former CNRP 
activists told to 
testify in court 
over ‘plotting’

High rise
Construction workers scale the side of a residential and commercial building in southern Phnom Penh’s Chak Angre Krom commune in 
Meanchey district in October. HONG MENEA

Justice ministry spokesman Chin Malin (centre). JusticE MiNistry



King inks decree on mutual 
legal assistance, extradition
Voun Dara

KING Norodom Sihamoni on 
November 14 signed a royal 
decree promulgating a treaty 
of mutual legal assistance 
between Cambodia, South 
Korea, Russia and France. 

Ministry of Justice spokes-
man Chin Malin said on 
November 11 that the agree-
ment revolving around legal 
assistance in the field of crim-

inal affairs is the same as that 
Cambodia has signed with 
other countries. 

“The agreement has three 
points, including the transfer-
ring of prisoners, cooperation 
in criminal matters and extra-
dition,” he said. 

Malin said Cambodia also has 
this agreement with countries 
it is allied with and will continue 
to strike similar agreements to 
enhance cooperation in pre-

venting cross-border crimes on 
the international stage.  

Legal expert Sok Sam Oeun 
said: “In Cambodia’s extradi-
tion law, if acts in other coun-
tries are considered crimes 
there but are not deemed to 
be criminal offences in Cam-
bodia, we cannot extradite a 
suspect. This agreement fol-
lows the law of both countries 
and international law on 
extradition.”

King Norodom Sihamoni. The royal decree promulgates a treaty of mutual 
legal assistance with South Korea, Russia and France. ROYAL DU CAMBODGE

Niem Chheng

M
INISTER of 
Economy and Fi-
nance Aun Porn-
moniroth reiter-

ated that Cambodia would 
not allow a foreign military 
presence within its borders.

Pornmoniroth made the re-
marks as he represented Prime 
Minister Hun Sen during the 
37th ASEAN Summit on No-
vember 12 and the 15th East 
Asia Summit on November 14, 
which were held online. 

At the 37th ASEAN Summit,  
Pornmoniroth said: “To clear 
up doubts raised by sources 
accusing Cambodia of sign-
ing a deal allowing foreign 
military bases, Cambodia 
would like to state again that 
the government respects the 
Constitution and firmly ad-
heres to the principles of in-
dependence and neutrality in 
defending the nation and sov-
ereignty. It doesn’t have and 
will never allow any foreign 
military base on its territory.”

In July last year, The Wall 
Street Journal published an 
article quoting an anony-
mous US official who claimed 
that Cambodia had signed a 
secret deal granting the Chi-
nese military exclusive access 
to the Ream Naval Base. 

Robert O’Brien, the US Na-
tional Security Adviser who 
also joined the 15th East Asia 
Summit, said the US remained 
concerned about the issue. 

“The United States is also 
concerned about Cambodia’s 
plan to host a foreign navy 
and its personnel at Ream 
Naval Base in the Gulf of Thai-
land. A foreign naval presence 
in Cambodia would under-
mine the process of peaceful 
settlement of disputes, the 
promotion of maritime safety 

and security, and freedom of 
navigation and overflight in 
the region,” O’Brien said.

In response to the concerns, 
Pornmoniroth said repeated 
allegations and the spread of 
baseless narratives can grave-
ly undermine trust and sow 
discord between Cambodia 
and countries in the region. 

“As I already clarified at the 
37th ASEAN Summit, and 
as has been repeated by my 
prime minister, Cambodia 
does not have and will never 

allow any foreign military base 
on its territory. I want to reaf-
firm that the Cambodian gov-
ernment firmly adheres to the 
principles of independence 
and neutrality enshrined in 
the Constitution, which strict-
ly forbids the presence of any 
foreign military base in Cam-
bodia,” he said.

As a sovereign and indepen-
dent nation with full territo-
rial integrity under the rule 
of a legitimate government, 
and with equal rights as other 

nations, Cambodia has an in-
alienable right to improve its 
naval bases, ports or shipping 
facilities to meet modern de-
mands following the coun-
try’s Constitution, he said. 

Pornmoniroth added that it 
was precisely for this reason 
that the maritime centre at the 
Ream Naval Base needed to 
be relocated to a new site. Far 
from closing it down, Cambo-
dia had invited all interested 
foreign parties to contribute 
in funding to the centre. 

“We welcome assistance and 
continued assistance from the 
USA, Australia, South Korea, 
Japan, China and others as 
long as this does not prevent 
us from exercising our sover-
eign right,” he said.

Political analyst Ek Sovan-
nara said even though the is-
sue was confirmed at the re-
gional meetings, the US’ doubt 
was not cleared up. The US had 
wanted the development to be 
transparent and wanted ties 
between Cambodia and China 
and relations between Cambo-
dia and the US to be balanced.

“It takes time and other atti-
tudes to clear up this doubt,” 
he said.

He added that if techni-
cal officials from the US and 
Cambodia cooperated, the 
doubt could be erased.
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Six held 
for theft 
in Preah 
Sihanouk
Kim Sarom

PREAH SIHANOUK provincial 
military police office sent six 
suspects to provincial court on 
November 15 for burglarizing 
a victim’s house in Siha-
noukville on November 13. 

Provincial Military Police 
crime bureau chief Sek Sony 
said: “Experts already ques-
tioned these six people for bur-
glary. I sent them to the court 
for further law procedures.” 

He added that police were 
alerted to the situation when 
the victim filed a complaint 
after he was told by family 
members about the burglary. 

A Military Police officer 
who asked to remain anony-
mous said on November 15 
that authorities had found 
some of his stolen goods and 
returned them.

The Military Police added 
that the victim, a 23-year-old 
Cambodian, is a seller in Siha-
noukville’s Commune 4. He 
lost three diamond pendants, 
three diamond rings, four 
pairs of diamond earrings, 15 
bracelets, a golden ring, a pair 
of golden earrings, eight pairs 
of platinum earrings, seven 
platinum necklaces, 11 plati-
num bracelets and $500. 

Cheap Sotheary, the pro-
vincial coordinator for rights 
group Adhoc told The Post on 
November 15 that authorities 
have been attempting to 
stem the tide of crime in the 
province. 

“Crime makes people feel 
really concerned about their 
safety while travelling and liv-
ing. I call for authorities to 
further search for the offend-
ers’ network to punish them 
according to law,” she said.

www.phnompenhpost.com
checK The poST webSiTe 
FoR bReaKiNg NewS

Minister: No foreign military allowed 

Finance minister aun pornmoniroth during the virtual meeting on November 15. finAnCE MinistRY
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Long Kimmarita

KeP provincial authorities are look-
ing further into the construction of 
a bungalow to determine if it affects 
forest community land or differs from 
its original blueprint. Provincial gov-
ernor Som Piseth has warned that le-
gal action could be taken in the case. 

In September this year, the provin-
cial Forestry Administration issued a 
third warning against the owner of 
the development, Tau Sovuthy. It said 
Sovuthy’s project encroached on the 
neak Tachhor community forest in 
Poang Teuk commune’s  Chamka bey 
village in Damnak Changaur district. 

Piseth told The Post that according 
to studies of the case, some of the 
land belongs to Sovuthy, who has a 
land title issued by the ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries.  
but because some of the construction 
trespasses on forest community land, 
authorities halted it temporarily.

“We will study this case further and 
we’ve halted the construction tempo-
rarily. If he still expands it, we will take 
legal action. The provincial authorities 
are considering two options – allow-
ing him to demolish the already-built 
construction or instruct him to invest 
in it further and follow procedures to 
pay taxes to the state,” he said.

Theng borin, the head of the pro-
vincial agriculture department, told 
The Post that Sovuthy was not au-
thorised to build the bungalow. 

“The authorities supported the in-
vestment and development, but [Tau 
Sovuthy] must request permission in 
advance. We will request specialists 
to come and examine his project. on 
november 11, we saw that materials 

were transported in and we will go to 
inspect a warehouse to see what is to 
be built further,” he said.

Sovuthy, a 58-year-old Cambodian-
American residing in bak Kheng com-
mune’s Kdey Chas village in Phnom 
Penh’s Chroy Changvar district, could 
not be reached for comment. 

However, according to a government 
report in August, Sovuthy claimed that 
when he bought the land, he immediate-
ly proposed a change in its type to allow 
it to be developed as a tourism area. but 
this proposal has yet to be approved.

He also said he did not know the 
proper boundaries for his land 
and instead followed land markers 
which were previously installed. 

“before clearing [the land], I did not 
go to meet with a cadastral official in 
Antong Sar village to request verification 
for the border. but the official replied 
that there was no need to measure the 
land, saying the land could be used ac-
cording to the previous border posts. So 
I started constructing one kiosk and six 
bungalows on the land,” Sovuthy said.

Damnak Changaur district gov-
ernor Kim Channy told The Post 
that Sovuthy had bought nearly 4ha 
from buk Yan in June last year. Later, 
Channy said, Sovuthy cleared more 
than 10,000sqm of community land 
to begin his construction project.

“It’s good that specialists are look-
ing further into this to understand 
the situation before deciding whether 
[Sovuthy] will have to take down some 
of his construction or merely rent the 
land from the state to be able to con-
tinue the development. based on the 
actual situation [Sovuthy] may have 
built on community land uninten-
tionally,” she said.

officials look into legality of 
Kep bungalow construction

Un seeks $9m in aid for 
Cambodian flood victims
Niem Chheng

T
He Un in Cambodia and 
their humanitarian part-
ners last week launched the 
Cambodia Floods response 

Plan 2020 and called for more than 
$9 million to help some 237,000 of 
the most vulnerable people affected 
by the floods in october.

According to a document released 
by the Un office for the Coordina-
tion of Humanitarian Affairs (oCHA) 
on november 11, some 800,000 
people in the country’s 19 provinces 
were affected by the floods. of that 
number, about 388,000 people are in 
need of assistance. but the projected 
$9.43 million will cover only 237,000 
people, equal to 52,861 households. 

The objective of the plan is to pro-
vide life-saving assistance and protec-
tion to people affected by the storms 
and flooding and re-establish access 
to basic services. It will provide multi-
sector assistance to the most vulner-
able groups, including displaced peo-
ple and children, oCHA said. 

It added that the plan will also sup-
port the restoration of livelihoods by 
providing assistance to mitigate the 
risks of Covid-19 for disaster-affect-
ed people.

Cambodia experienced heavy 
rainfall as a result of multiple tropi-
cal storms which caused flooding in 
19 provinces in and killed 42 people. 
more than 161,500 houses were 
damaged, oCHA said.

Pauline Tamesis, the Un resident 
Coordinator to Cambodia, told The 

Post that the Un and its partners 
were providing assistance to flood-
affected people in support of the 
government response. 

The response plan aims to iden-
tify critical priorities to be covered 
by Un agencies, nGos, and the red 
Cross in order to complement and 
augment the wider government re-
sponse to the floods, she said.

“Activities set out in this plan have 
been carefully prioritised to ensure 
that they will have the most significant 
impact on the lives of the most vulner-
able people affected by the floods, in-
cluding responses to meet their imme-

diate humanitarian needs as well as 
early recovery activities to help them 
get back on their feet,” she said.

Cambodia experienced a drought 
before the floods. both disasters 
affected more than 310,000ha of 
agricultural land, but only over 
120,000ha of them were damaged, 
according to a circular released by 
ministry of Agriculture Forestry and 
Fisheries on november 13.

It said in response to the disasters, 
the government distributed more 
than 6,434 tonnes of rice seeds and 
many other seeds to residents in 19 
provinces.

Houses are flooded in Prek Chey village in Phnom Penh’s Dangkor district. Some 
800,000 people in the country’s 19 provinces were affected by the floods. hean rangsey
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OFFICIALS said foot-and-
mouth disease has affected 
707cattle in Siem Reap prov-
ince, causing 34 deaths, and 
1,645 cattle in Pailin province.

Siem Reap provincial Animal 
Health and Production office 
chief Prum Vich said 400 cattle 
were treated for the disease be-
tween November 13 and 15. 

“The dead animals are 
calves of cows that have foot-
and-mouth disease. The rest 
are being treated,” he said. 

Veterinary officers have been 
administering vaccines to cat-
tle, but not all can be vaccinat-
ed as farmers often take them 
to graze in remote areas.  

“Usually the vaccination is 
not enough because the peo-
ple take the cows to feed in 
remote areas, near the foot-
hills. People in the lowlands 
bring their cattle to be vacci-
nated, but those living in the 
foothills or farms rarely vac-
cinate their cattle, so it causes 
disease,” he said.

According to Vich, the dis-
ease mostly affects calves and 
is not fatal for adult cattle. 
Calves that contract the dis-
ease develop sores on their 
mouths and legs and lose 
their ability to eat properly.

Say Sophat, the director of 
the Pailin provincial Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries, said over 1,000 
cattle in a flooded area in Sala 
Krao district have likely con-

tracted the disease. They are 
being treated by veterinarians. 

“Some cattle have contract-
ed an illness in the flooded 
area of Sala Krao district. 
These animals are weak. 
We’ve assigned veterinary of-
ficers to treat and take care of 
them. The next step is to vac-
cinate them,” he said. 

On November 11, Pailin pro-
vincial governor Phan Chan 
Thol monitored the treatment 
of the cattle and distributed 
books on animal care and dis-
ease prevention to locals. 

According to a provincial ag-
riculture department report, 
Pailin is home to 16,666 cows, 

150 sheep, 495 goats and 26,478 
pigs. Out of the 1,645 sick cows, 
1,490 have recovered, it said. 

Khieu Sothon, the Pailin 
provincial Production and Vet-
erinary Office head, said the 
recent surge in sick cattle did 
not represent an outbreak. 

“In Pailin, it spreads con-
tinuously. One got sick and 
spread to several other cattle. 
Then it increased to four and 
then 10. Four among the sick 
cattle in Sala Krao district 
died. They were calves. The 
owner did not take care of 
them well and did not know 
the symptoms of the disease,” 
he said.

Orm Bunthoeurn

T
HE World Wildlife 
Fund  for Nature-
Cambodia (WWF-
Cambodia) expressed 

its condolences over the death 
of an Irrawaddy dolphin calf 
in Kroch Chhmar district’s 
Roka Khnor commune in 
Tbong Khmum province. 

Officials suspected that the 
calf may be the offspring of 
an Irrawaddy dolphin which 
died last week . 

Ouk Vibol, director of the Fish-
eries Conservation Department, 
told The Post that the deceased 
dolphin was about seven days 
old, weighed around 12kg and 
was 103cm long. At that age, 
dolphins are still nursed by their 
mothers. An autopsy found no 
signs of physical injuries or gill-
net entanglement, Vibol said.

“We did not find any scars. 
It died recently in Tbong 
Khmum. If it died in Kratie 
or Stung Treng province, it 
would have rotted by the time 

it flowed to Tbong Khmum. 
“We suspect that this dol-

phin calf may have been fol-
lowing its mother because it is 
still nursing. The 28-year-old 
dolphin that died in Tbong 
Khmum [recently] may be the 
mother of this baby dolphin,” 
he said.

Vibol said he would partici-
pate in an online video con-
ference on Monday with WWF 
and river guards in Kratie and 
Stung Treng provinces to as-
sess the situation. He said 
it was also possible that the 
calf could have been killed 
by male dolphins that could 
have hit it with their tails as it 
followed its ageing mother. 

The WWF issued a statement 
on November 14 expressing 
condolences for the dead dol-
phin. It said the carcass was 
fresh and likely had died with-
in 48 hours of its discovery.

“Entanglement in gillnets 
and illegal fishing practices 
are among the major known 
causes of death in adult dol-

phins in the past. However, 
the cause of calf mortality 
remains unclear, raising se-
rious concern over the future 
survival of the species.

“Urgent need for more col-
lective action to save the 
Mekong dolphins popula-
tion from extinction after the 
latest census shows only 89 
individuals still swim in the 
Mekong river,” it said.

An Irrawaddy dolphin calf was found dead in Kroch Chhmar district’s Roka Khnor commune in Tbong Khmum 
province on November 13. wwf

A veterinarian administers medical treatment to a cow in Siem Reap 
province on November 11. siem reap informaton department
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Irrawaddy dolphin calf 
washed up in T Khmum

Scores of cattle come down with   
foot-and-mouth disease, 34 die

New ID cards with 
hologram released
Long Kimmarita

NEW Khmer identity cards 
with a hologram to prevent 
fraud are now available, 
according to a November 
11 Ministry of Interior an-
nouncement.

Khmer citizens with older 
identity cards can use them 
until they expire.

The announcement stated 
that the new ID cards repre-
sent a drastic improvement in 
security over the old cards. 

The ministry advised peo-
ple to download the General 
Department of Identification 
(GDI) eServices app on either 
their Apple or Android devic-
es. Citizens can also call 1271 
to receive more information 
about the new cards.

Department spokesperson 
Top Net told The Post that the 

hologram on the back of the 
new identity cards is the biggest 
improvement over the old de-
sign because it makes it much 
harder to duplicate them.

The new cards are valid for 
10 years. 

Net said: “For people who 
already own identity cards, 
they can continue to use them 
until they expire. For those 
who don’t own identity cards, 
they can go to register and the 
Ministry of Interior will issue 
the new card for them.” 

Overall, the GDI has issued 
over 11 million Khmer iden-
tity cards. 

President of the Democratic 
Institute Pa Chanroeun said 
the new cards are a symbol of 
technological development 
and respond to the demands 
of high-quality cards from the 
people.



Hin Pisei

C
AMBODIA needs to put 
more money into ed-
ible bird’s nest processing 
plants as it inches ever 

closer to official exports to China, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries senior official Ngin Chhay 
told The Post on Sunday.

Edible bird’s nest is made from 
the dried saliva of Southeast Asia’s 
white-nest swiftlet (Aerodramus 
fuciphagus).

Traditionally, the processed swift-
let nest is double boiled with rock 
sugar to make a delicacy known as 
“bird’s nest soup”, which is rich in 
nutrients and has the purported 
health benefits of boosting a per-
son’s immune system and sex drive.

Chhay, the director-general of the 
ministry’s General Directorate of Ag-
riculture, said Chinese regulatory au-
thorities have sent Cambodia a list of 
300 questions on customs valuation.

Though a number of obstacles lie 
ahead, he voiced his optimism that 
the responsible working group of 
experts and relevant departments 
would pull through and complete 
the list by the end of the year.

“At the moment, we don’t have an 
edible bird’s nest processing plant 
that is officially recognised inter-
nationally for meeting standards, 
given that most of the products are 
made in family operations.

“We do not want to rush and send 
the documents back to the Chinese 
side, and risk having them be reject-
ed,” Chhay said.

He listed the Forestry Adminis-
tration, the General Department of 
Animal Health and Production and 
the private sector as stakeholders in 

the endeavour.
Investment in swiftlet homes contin-

ues to climb on the back of the eagerly-
awaited foothold that the Kingdom’s 
edible bird’s nest exports are expected 
to gain in China once the recently-
signed bilateral free trade agreement 
(FTA) comes into force, he said.

With its sprawling natural areas 
and limited industrial pollution ru-
ining the product, Cambodian edi-
ble bird’s nest has been internation-
ally hailed for its superior quality.

Cambodia Bird’s Nest Federation 
president Nang Sothy acknowl-
edged the lack of top-of-the-line 
processors of edible bird’s nest, but 
pointed out that a larger market 

would drive investment in adequate 
facilities, and more so if backed by 
official exports to China.

Growth of investment in the sec-
tor is sure to gain momentum, un-
derpinned by the high prices of the 
Southeast Asian commodity on the 
international market, he said.

“Investment in swiftlet-product 
processing plants is not a problem. 
The main obstacle now is the mar-
ket,” Sothy said.

He said an un-cleaned edible bird’s 
nest is currently worth $500-800 per kg 
while cleaned ones cost between $1,800 
and $3,500 depending on the quality.

With at least 3,000 swiftlet homes 
in Cambodia, he said between 

1,000kg and 1,500kg of the delicacy 
can be harvested per month in the 
Kingdom, of which about 30 per 
cent is for domestic consumption.

The remaining 70 per cent is shipped 
abroad by traders, mostly in the form 
of informal exports to China, he said.

Demand for the commodity has 
created a global market with an-
nual revenue as high as $5 billion, 
said Federation of Malaysian Bird’s 
Nest Merchants Association presi-
dent Tok Teng Sai, as reported by 
Bloomberg in August 2013.

China is the largest market for the 
delicacy, while Indonesia and Ma-
laysia are the region’s leading sup-
pliers, he said.

New coal-fired 
power station 
in O Meanchey 
nears finish line 

HAN Seng Coal Mine Co Ltd’s 
265MW coal-fired power station in 
Oddar Meanchey province’s east-

ernmost Trapaing Prasat district is nearly 
60 per cent complete, deputy provincial 
governor Dy Rado told The Post.

He said the company is actively work-
ing to have the project – expected to 
cost a total of $294.3 million – up and 
running as quickly as possible to meet 
the province’s energy needs ahead of 
an expected dry season shortage of 
electricity supply.

The 130MW first phase is scheduled to 
go online by the end of next year, with the 
project set to be fully online by the end of 
2022, he added.

“We are studying the environmental 
impact of a project proposal to con-
nect [the coal plant] to East Siem Reap 
Substation via a 230kV transmission 
line,” Rado said, adding that the power 
station would supply his province and its 
southern neighbour Siem Reap.

With a population of over 260,000, Od-
dar Meanchey has a total energy demand 
of 10MW, he said.

“Power from the plant will greatly 
benefit the people living in the province 
and ensure that they have the energy to 
improve their livelihoods and household 
economies,” Rado said.

The government on October 23 issued 
final registration certificates for the 
project and its transmission line.

Victor Jona, the director-general 
of the Ministry of Mines and Energy’s 
General Department of Energy, has 
said Cambodia needs an average 
of more than 2,000MW of electric-
ity a year, but demand could drop to 
1,800MW this year. Thou Vireak
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Commerce ministry 
trade fairs cancelled 
over Covid concerns
May Kunmakara

THE Ministry of Commerce will 
postpone its two latest trade fairs, 
which would have centred on the 
promotion of locally-made goods, 
in light of the “November 3” event.

On November 3, Hungarian Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs and Trade Pe-
ter Szijjarto visited Cambodia and 
met Prime Minister Hun Sen and 
senior officials, and was later con-
firmed positive for Covid-19 in the 
Thai capital Bangkok.

The commerce ministry on Friday 
said the trade fairs were part of the 
fifth season of its “Buy Cambodian 
Campaign” and were slated to open 
in northern Siem reap (November 
21-24) and Preah vihear (November 
23-26) provinces.

It cautioned producers, traders, 
small and medium-sized enterpris-
es that have applied for booths as 
well as the general public to adhere 
to government guidelines concern-
ing Covid-19 and wait for an update 

with a rescheduled event date.
Sok Darith, vice-chairman of the 

commerce ministry’s One village, 
One Product (OvOP) promotion 
working group, told The Post on Sun-
day that a similar exhibitions were 
held earlier this month in north-
eastern Mondulkiri and ratanakkiri 
provinces.

Whereas earlier years would have 
seen 400 booths at the events, this 
year there were just 100, accounting 
for the social distancing measures 
in place, he said.

“We will have a meeting with min-
istry leaders to discuss the possibil-
ity of holding the trade fairs next 
month, when we’d hope the Covid-
19 situation returns to its new nor-
mal prior to the ‘November 3’ event,” 
Darith said.

According to him, another “Buy 
Cambodian Campaign” trade fair 
will be held in Phnom Penh in mid-
December as scheduled, featuring 
more than 200 booths, of which 
around 100 have been booked by 

international companies operating 
in the Kingdom.

The OvOP movement is a regional 
development programme modelled 
off of the Japanese original in which 
villages strive to create and market 
a single product in a bid to improve 
living standards for village residents.

Speaking at the opening ceremony 

of the ministry’s trade fair in ra-
tanakkiri province on November 7, 
commerce ministry secretary of state 
Chhuon Dara called on local produc-
ers to strive for quality, aesthetics, 
safety, packaging and affordability to 
better serve the market and compete 
with foreign-made goods.

He said: “Despite the difficult cir-

cumstances of the Covid-19 crisis, 
the royal Government of Cambo-
dia has been active in negotiating 
market access with its trading part-
ners and has recently signed a free 
trade agreement with China, which 
provides Cambodian goods the op-
portunity to penetrate further into 
more international markets.”

Past trade fairs hosted 400 booths, but this year only 100 are scheduled at a time to adhere to social distancing measures. heng chiVoan

Angling to fill bird nest demands

Traditionally, the processed swiftlet nest is double boiled with rock sugar to make a delicacy known as ‘bird’s nest soup’. heng chiVoan
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Continued from page 1

rules-based multilateral trading sys-
tem anchored in the World Trade 
organisation.

“It is an indispensable prerequisite for 
the principles of free and fair trade, and 
an important driving force for sustain-
able socio-economic development.

“The rCeP agreement will be also 
an important catalyst in contributing 
to economic growth, improving the 
livelihoods of people in the region, 
and helping to restore regional eco-
nomic development after the Covid-
19 pandemic,” it said.

royal Academy of Cambodia econom-
ics researcher Hong vanak told The Post 
last month that rCeP is a platform for 
ASeAn that was years in the making.

He said the deal will re-orient the 
trade and investment landscape in 
the region, encourage commercial 
exchanges among members and 
serve as a vital driving engine for the 
manufacturing sector.

“This means that the countries in 
the region will enjoy more opportuni-
ties to promote exports to other 
members. At the same time, the rCeP 
will help to promote trade flow and 
attract more investments with mem-
bers to the region,” vanak said.

With rCeP negotiations as a base, 
the Jakarta-based economic research 
Institute for ASeAn and east Asia 
(erIA) found that the deal would boost 
the Kingdom’s GDP an additional two 
per cent, increase exports by an extra 
7.3 per cent and raise investment by an 
added 23.4 per cent.

The ASeAn Secretariat said: “The 
deal will improve market access with 
tariffs and quotas eliminated in over 
65 per cent of goods traded and make 
business predictable with common 
rules of origin and transparent regu-
lations, upon entry into force.

“This will encourage firms to invest 
more in the region, including build-
ing supply chains and services, and 
to generate jobs.”

It noted that the agreement compris-
es 20 chapters, 17 annexes and 54 sched-
ules of commitments that cover market 
access, rules and disciplines, and eco-
nomic and technical cooperation.

vn smartphone market sees new 
names, besides Apple, Samsung
v

IeTnAm’S smartphone 
market is seeing a number 
of new names this year, be-
sides Samsung, oppo and 

Apple which have been dominant in 
the market for many years.

The new names include vsmart, 
realme, vivo and Xiaomi.

Statistics from The Gioi Di Dong 
and FPT Shop showed that the top 
10 best-selling smartphones at 
these two leading smartphone retail 
chains from the beginning of this 
year included products by vsmart, 
realme, vivo and Xiaomi, which 
rarely happened during the past 
five years when Samsung, oppo and 
Apple took the top positions.

Six best-selling smartphones at 
The Gioi Di Dong and FPT Shop in 
the first nine months of this year 
were Samsung A51, vsmart Joy 3, 
Samsung A11, oppo A31, realme 5i 
and iPhone 7 Plus.

both vsmart Joy 3 and realme 5i 
were in the best-sellers of The Gioi Di 
Dong and FPT while vivo and Xiaomi 
were only in the list of the former.

recent figures of the global tech-
nology market analytic firm Canalys 
showed the top five smartphone 
brands in vietnam in the third quar-
ter were Samsung, oppo, Xiaomi, 
vsmart and vivo.

Samsung lead with a unit market 
share of 33 per cent, a drop of six 
per cent against the same period 
last year. oppo came second with a 
market share of 15 per cent, a fall of 
21 per cent, followed by Xiaomi with 
a share of 12 per cent and nine per 
cent share for both vsmart and vivo.

Xiaomi expanded rapidly in the 
third quarter at the rate of 114 per 
cent year-on-year and vivo at the 
rate of 75 per cent.

In Southeast Asia, the top smart-
phone brands in the third quarter 
were Samsung with a unit share of 20 
per cent, vivo with 19 per cent, oppo 
with 18 per cent, Xiaomi with 14 per 
cent and realme with 13 per cent.

Samsung and oppo saw decreases 
of 14 per cent and 15 per cent respec-
tively in annual growth while realme 
saw an increase by 113 per cent, Xi-

aomi by 18 per cent and vivo by 37 
per cent in the regional market.

Adsota’s reports on vietnam Digital 
Advertising earlier this year showed 
that 43.7 million out of the country’s 
population of 97.4 million, or 44.9 per 
cent, used smartphones, putting viet-
nam in the top 15 countries in terms 
of smartphone users in the world.

Smartphones were expected to 
rapidly expand their coverage in viet-
nam where the government was eye-
ing to push digital transformation.

minister of Information and Com-
munication nguyen manh Hung 

at the recent national Assembly 
Q&A session said that as smart-
phones were essential for digital 
transformation, the market will see 
the launch of cheap smartphones, 
at around 600,000-700,000 dong 
($25.90-30.30) each, to ensure that 
every vietnamese citizen could af-
ford one.

The ministry asked to expand the 
coverage of 3G, 4G and 5G to every cor-
ner of the country to ensure all people 
in mountainous, remote and isolated 
areas are able to access the internet.

The ministry also proposed to 

develop a project producing cheap 
smartphones in an effort to pro-
mote the use of smartphones for the 
country’s digital transformation.

From october, viettel launched the 
vsmart bee Lite smartphone at a price 
of 600,000 dong (instead of 1.49 million 
dong) together with a three-month 
data package of 15Gb per month.

vsmart bee Lite was a product of 
the cooperation between viettel and 
vinSmart in an effort to ensure that 
everyone could afford smartphones 
and access digital utilities. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Indonesia coal-gasification project ‘loss-making’ enterprise
A mULTIbILLIon-DoLLAr and flag-
ship coal gasification project in South 
Sumatra might do more harm than 
good for Indonesia’s economy, the 
latest Institute for energy economics 
and Financial Analysis (IeeFA) report 
has found.

The upcoming project, which aims 
to produce 1.4 million tonnes of coal-
derived cooking gas (Dme) each year, 
will cost Indonesia more from “a new 
generation of fossil fuel subsidies” 
than save from lower oil and gas 
imports, according to the report 
released on november 10.

“Technical viability is not the same 
as economic viability. The Dme 
project doesn’t make economic 
sense,” said report author and energy 
finance analyst Ghee Peh. 

He calculated that the $2 billion 
project would cost its executor, state-
owned coal miner PT bukit Asam, 
around $377 million in operational 
losses each year. The government 
would need to heavily subsidise the 
project just to make it run.

Furthermore, the potential subsidy 
spending outweighs any potential sav-
ings from importing liquefied petro-
leum gas (LPG), the country’s cooking 

fuel of choice, which costs around $358 
million to buy each year. The difference 
is $19 million annually.

“our calculations show the produc-
tion cost of Dme will be nearly twice 
that of current LPG import prices,” said 
Peh, referring to the IeeFA’s estimated 
cost of $470 per tonne of Dme.

officials have touted bukit Asam’s 
coal-to-Dme plant – the first and 
only plant of its kind in Indonesia – as 
a solution to curb Indonesia’s con-
sumption of LPG, a fuel that is heav-
ily imported at the expense of reduc-
ing the country’s trade surplus.

The energy and mineral resources 
ministry completed in July a test on 
the technical limits of using Dme as 
an LPG substitute for cooking.

Indonesia’s oil and gas imports 
reached $1.17 billion in September this 
year, up 23.5 per cent from the previous 
month as the economy reopened but 
down 26.3 per cent from September last 
year, before the health crisis unfolded, 
Statistics Indonesia (bPS) data shows.

Coal miners have warned that coal 
gasification was a very expensive 
undertaking and therefore, asked for 
huge incentives to make projects fea-
sible. IeeFA’s analysis puts a clear 

price tag on those warnings.
The government has, regardless, 

gone ahead and offered zero per cent 
coal royalty to incentivise such 
projects. The incentive is written 
under Article 128A of the recently 
passed Job Creation Law.

bukit Asam, in its official response 
on Thursday, did not defend the 
project’s economic feasibility but 
instead highlighted its other eco-
nomic impacts.

The publicly listed miner men-
tioned, for instance, attracting invest-
ment, creating over 7,900 jobs and 
absorbing over the next 30 years 180 
million tonnes of domestically pro-
duced, low-calorie coal “that might 
not be sold otherwise”.

“Studies have been done compre-
hensively by involving international 
standard technical, financial and legal 
consultants,” said bukit Asam corpo-
rate secretary Apollonius Andwie.

The project is slated to begin con-
struction next year and be commer-
cially operational in the third quarter 
of 2024. The government listed the 
plant as a priority project under the 
2020-2024 medium-Term Develop-
ment Plan (rPJmn).

For bukit Asam, aside from being its 
shareholder’s order, the coal gasifica-
tion project is also a moonshot invest-
ment to diversify its products as the 
world slowly shifts away from coal.

bukit Asam president director Arvi-
yan Arifin acknowledged on novem-
ber 6 that “in 20 to 30 years, no one 
would use coal” and therefore, the 

company planned to raise produc-
tion and invest in converting coal 
into gas and electricity.

The miner is also building the 
1,240mW Sumsel 8 coal-fired power 
plant attached to its mine in South 
Sumatra. The $1.68 billion project is 
slated to begin operation in early 2022. 
THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

regional trade, 
investment set 
to enjoy growth

Vietnam’s smartphone market is seeing a number of new names this year, including Vsmart, Realme, Vivo and Xiaomi. VTN.VN/VIET NAM NEWS

The $2 billion project would cost its executor, state-owned coal miner PT Bukit Asam, 
around $377 million in operational losses each year. THE JAKARTA POST
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ministries to discuss Korean 
Air’s plan to buy rival Asiana

First ASeAn Smart 
Logistics network 
centre launched

Thailand urged to open up to foreign skilled labour, investment

F
oLLoWInG reports of 
Korean Air’s possible 
acquisition of Asiana 
Airlines, the govern-

ment is set to hold a meeting 
on monday to discuss the deal 
between South Korea’s flag 
carriers, according to financial 
industry sources on Sunday.

During a ministerial meet-
ing presided over by the coun-
try’s chief of economy and 
industries, ways to normalise 
Asiana’s business are expected 
to be discussed, including re-
ported plans by Hanjin Group, 
which owns Korean Air, to buy 
out its troubled rival.

Some local media outlets have 
speculated that a deal could be 
announced as early as sometime 
this week, though both airlines 
have declined to comment.

The central part of the dis-
cussion would be fairness 
of the acquisition of the two 
major airline companies of 
Korea, examining the prob-
abilities of approval from the 
antitrust watchdog.

However, as speculation 
grows before the govern-
ment’s meeting, private equity 
fund KCGI – a shareholder of 
Hanjin Kal – on Sunday said it 
wants to be in the driver’s seat 
in delivering the deal as it offi-

cially expressed opposition to 
the current plan once again.

“If Hanjin Kal insists on 
going ahead with a paid-in 
capital increase, our alliance 
offers to take part as a major 
shareholder as part of our 
responsible management ef-
forts, instead of wasting tax-
payers’ money by allocating it 
to a third party,” the fund said 
in a statement on Sunday.

on Friday, the KCGI branded 
the Korea Development bank’s 
(KDb’s) consideration of ac-
quiring Asiana Airlines by fund-
ing Hanjin Kal as a “measure to 
preserve the position of the cur-
rent management, ignoring the 
rights of other shareholders.”

For the current chairman of 
Korean Air, Cho Won-tae, who 
faces a leadership challenge 
from a three-way alliance led by 
KCGI – alongside bando engi-
neering & Construction, and his 
sister Cho Hyun-ah, also known 
as Heather Cho – which owns 
most shares, the acquisition 
deal could solidify his position.

If the deal comes to fruition, 
the industry will see one of the 
biggest airlines in the world, 
boasting a combined fleet of 
259 aircrafts and assets worth 
40 trillion won ($36 billion).

At home, the two airlines 

including their low cost carri-
ers – Jin Air, Air Seoul and Air 
busan – will account for over 
62 per cent of the domestic 
flight market share, based on 
data from the Korea Airports 
Corporation last year.

Hurr Hee-young, a professor 
at Korea Aerospace University, 
pointed out that other markets 
of a similar size often have one 
national flag carrier such as 
Germany with Lufthansa and 
the UK british Airways.

“While the two major airlines 
have successfully co-existed in 
Korea, it appears that [the deci-
sion-makers] have now realised 
that one bigger airline might 
be better at competing with in-
ternational airlines in terms of 
economies of scales,” he said.

Asiana Airlines is currently 
under creditor control after 
the acquisition talks with 
HDC Hyundai Development 
failed earlier this year.

With the industry beset by 
the ongoing pandemic, how-
ever, it has struggled to find a 
new buyer.

one likely scenario in which 
the deal could play out is for 
Hanjin Kal, the holding com-
pany of Hanjin Group, to buy a 
30.77 per cent stake in Asiana 
Airlines from Kumho Industri-

al which currently owns a con-
trolling stake in the airline.

The deal will also see the 
state-owned KDb, the trou-
bled airline’s creditor, invest 
in Hanjin Kal through a paid-
in capital increase method al-
located to a third party.

but concerns that the move 
might disrupt market fairness 
could also mean the airlines 
could be forced to part ways with 
some of their budget airlines.

“With its high market share, it 
might be difficult to get approval 
for the deal from the Fair Trade 
Commission [FTC], which could 
force Asiana Airlines to sell its 
budget airlines or give up traffic 
rights,” professor Hurr said.

If the FTC approves the deal 
between the airlines as they are 
by determining that Asiana is 
not “recoverable” and therefore 
applying an exceptional clause 
of the antitrust law, the move 
could also face criticisms over 
using more taxpayer money to 
bail out corporations.

both Asiana Airlines and 
Korean Air received 3.3 and 
1.2 trillion won, respectively, 
from state-run banks earlier 
this year after the coronavirus 
pandemic devastated the avi-
ation industry. The Korea herald/

aSIa NeWS NeTWorK

US AmbASSADor to Thai-
land michael George DeS-
ombre and his counterparts 
from Australia, britain, Ger-
many and Japan have urged 
the Thai government to ease 
business restrictions in Thai-
land to attract more foreign 
direct investment in the post-
Covid era.

The five foreign missions 
proposed 10 steps for Thai-
land to crack the top 10 in the 
World bank’s global ease of 
doing business index.

The proposals are the out-
come of consultation with 
Chambers of Commerce of 
four countries – Australia, 
Germany, britain and the US 
– under the Foreign Cham-
bers Alliance (FCA), DeSom-
bre told press at his bangkok 
residence on Friday.

Among the 10 proposals is 
a call for Thailand to open up 
to foreign skilled labour.

While the board of Invest-

ment (boI) and eastern eco-
nomic Corridor (eeC) policy 
committee have offered in-
centives for foreign investors 
to bring in skilled workers, 
foreign businesses want a 
wider easing.

“We strongly encourage 
Thailand to open up to foreign 
skilled labour in general, not 
just through various exceptions 

or otherwise for the benefit of 
Thai people,” said DeSombre.

Thailand should make it 
easier for advanced manu-
facturing firms to establish 
plants here, he said. The 
country should not be afraid 
of opening up the labour 
market since foreign skilled 
workers would help train the 
next generation of Thai work-

ers, he added. Thirty years 
ago, Dow Chemical and Siam 
Cement Group launched 
one of Thailand’s first petro-
chemical joint ventures with 
over 30 per cent of foreign 
workers, who helped to train 
Thai workers, said DeSombre. 
Today the same joint venture 
employs just one foreigner in 
a workforce of 1,000 people, 
he said, adding that a similar 
pattern could be seen at Ford 
motor’s project in the eeC.

meanwhile Japanese am-
bassador Kazuya nashida 
urged the Thai government 
to lift the 14-day quarantine 
requirement for short visits by 
investors from Japan. Foreign 
business travellers just wanted 
to visit Thai factories, not go 
shopping or to public places, 
and did not have more than 
two weeks to spare, he said.

Japan currently offers a fast-
track lane for businesspeople 
from South Korea, Singapore 

and vietnam.
He also called on Thailand 

to join the Comprehensive 
and Progressive Agreement 
for Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(CPTPP).

vietnam has an advantage 
over Thailand as it has al-
ready joined the CPTPP, and 
has other free trade agree-
ments with the eU and the 
US, he said.

Germany’s ambassador 
Georg Schmidt said German 
investors in Thailand were 
complaining about too much 
paperwork for customs clear-
ances, tax refunds, invoices 
and renewal of licences and 
visas. each investor has to sign 
about 100 such documents 
per week, said Schmidt.

He also praised Thailand 
for its digitisation efforts but 
called for faster development 
of electronic payment systems 
to ease business transactions. 
Several such initiatives are be-

ing trialled by Thai authorities. 
A pivot to digital commerce 

is among the FCA’s 10 steps 
for Thailand to reach the top 
10 in the ease of doing busi-
ness index. 

others include simplifying 
and digitising cross-border 
clearances, simplifying boI 
applications and applicabil-
ity, establishing account-
based customs processing, 
simplifying access for skilled 
labour, and improving bank-
ruptcy processes.

Thailand has made impres-
sive gains in the World bank’s 
ease of Doing business index, 
moving from 46th to 26th to 
21st in recent years. 

“by implementing the 10 
measures the FCA proposes, 
we predict Thailand could 
quickly move into the top 10 of 
the World bank index,” said the 
statement issued by the ambas-
sadors. The NaTIoN (ThaIlaNd)/aSIa 

NeWS NeTWorK

South Korea’s Korean Air and Asiana planes sit on the tarmac at Gimpo airport in Seoul. afp

vIeTnAmeSe Prime minister 
nguyen Xuan Phuc and Sin-
gaporean Prime minister Lee 
Hsien Loong launched the 
ASeAn Smart Logistics net-
work on Saturday.

The vinh Phuc inland con-
tainer depot and logistics 
centre was granted an invest-
ment licence the same day.

The project, located in the 
northern province of vinh 
Phuc, has been developed by 
vietnam’s T&T Group and Sin-
gapore’s YCH Group. It is ex-
pected to be one of the largest 
logistic centres in the north of 
vietnam with funding of more 
than $163 million.

Phuc said: “This is a mean-
ingful project, and it’s a mani-
festation of a cohesive and re-
sponsive ASeAn.”

Speaking at the launch cer-
emony, Singaporean Prime 
minister Lee said the “super-
port” was the largest logistics 
project launched by a Singa-
porean company in vietnam.

It would provide crucial in-
frastructure support for viet-
nam’s growing exports, while 
contributing to Industry 4.0 
and the country’s human re-
source development goals.

Lee said: “The superport 
will be one of our flagship b2b 
projects under the ASeAn 
smart logistics network initia-
tive. It will strengthen logistics 
and supply chain connectiv-
ity in the region, and explore 
technology to the fullest.”

It will complement ASeAn 
economic integration efforts 
and fit in with existing initiatives 

like the master plan on ASeAn 
connectivity 2025, the ASeAn 
Smart Cities network, and the 
initiative for ASeAn integration.

Lee said Singapore and 
vietnam enjoyed strong and 
thriving business links.

“Singapore was the top 
ASeAn investor in vietnam 
last year, with bilateral trade 
increasing almost 10 per cent 
year-on-year,” he said.

robert Yap, chairman of 
YCH Group Singapore, said 
the project was a multi-mod-
el transportation effort con-
necting railways, roads and 
air travel. It also linked road 
and air connections between 
China’s Yunnan with Hanoi 
and Hai Phong International 
Port in vietnam.

The vinh Phuc ICD Logistics 
Centre will provide logistical 
services at an international 
level, bringing down costs over 
the next five to 15 years while 
connecting ASeAn markets 
with the rest of the world.

Le Duy Thanh, chairman of 
vinh Phuc province’s People’s 
Committee, said: “once the 
project is put into operation, it 
will help enterprises improve 
competitiveness, shorten 
transportation times and re-
duce costs, opening opportu-
nities for not only vinh Phuc 
but also ASeAn countries.”

“The centre is located on 
87ha in binh Xuyen district. It 
is the connecting point of 20 
industrial parks in the prov-
ince and neighbouring locali-
ties,” he said. VIeTNam NeWS/ aSIa 

NeWS NeTWorK

Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc (centre) and other delegates 
press buttons to launch the centre. VIeTNam NeWS aGeNCY/VIeT Nam NeWS

Thailand has made impressive gains in the World Bank’s Ease of Doing 
Business index, moving from 46th to 26th to 21st in recent years. The NaTIoN
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Trump loyalists mount last stand in Washington

europe tightens virus curbs as global deaths top 1.3m

T
housands of die-
hard donald Trump 
supporters rallied for 
a last stand on satur-

day in Washington, dC, chant-
ing “four more years” and 
blaming fraud for an election 
defeat that will force the us 
president to vacate the White 
house after just one term.

Trump made a drive-past in 
his armoured motorcade, on 
his way to play golf, smiling 
through his limousine win-
dow to wild cheers and signs 
saying “best prez ever” and 
“Trump 2020: Keep america 
Great”.

The republican incum-
bent is sticking to discred-
ited claims of mass fraud 
and claiming he defeated 
President-elect Joe biden in 
the november 3 vote, mark-
ing another unprecedented 
challenge to us democratic 
norms as his time in office 
runs down.

Later on saturday, he took to 
Twitter with a series of tweets 
and retweets that included 
claims of voting machines 
potentially being hacked and 
complaints about news net-
works’ coverage of the rallies.

Twitter slapped labels on 
at least eight of the posts as 
containing “disputed” infor-
mation.

at least 10,000 people – few 
wearing masks – massed on 
the city’s Freedom Plaza be-
fore marching towards the 
supreme Court, brandishing 
flags in a raucous atmosphere 

reminiscent of a Trump cam-
paign rally.

“President Trump deserves 
to see who’s behind him, he 
deserves to feel the love,” 
marcher Kris napolitana, 
from baltimore, told aFP. “I 
believe that he’s going to win 
when all the fraud and cheat-
ing is found out.”

With right-wing militia 
group the Proud boys also 
among those attending, a 
large security presence was 
deployed to prevent clashes 
with anti-Trump events out-
side the supreme Court.

Groups of counter-protest-
ers stood nearby, some yell-
ing about social justice and 
Trump supporters not wear-
ing masks.

There were a number of 
scuffles, but no major vio-
lence had been reported.

by late afternoon, Washing-
ton police said there had been 
10 arrests, including four for 
firearm violations and one for 
assault on a police officer, with-
out providing further details.

‘Whole system’s rigged’
The latest tallies gave the 

democrat biden a clear win 
in the state-by-state electoral 
College that decides the presi-
dency, with 306 votes against 
Trump’s 232. Two hundred 
seventy votes are required for 
election.

but margarita urtubey, 49, 
a horse breeder who flew in 
from miami with her sister, 
said the election was “so cor-

rupt”, adding that “Trump 
won by a landslide. We are 
here to march for the ‘stop the 
steal’ of this election, to make 
our voice heard”.

With the march underway, 
Trump tweeted that “hun-
dreds of thousands” had 
turned out – while his spokes-
woman Kayleigh mcenany 
made the greatly exaggerated 
claim that more than a mil-
lion people were present.

but the turnout was un-
doubtedly high for a strongly 
democratic city, boosted 

by protesters from around 
the country, from Florida to 
Pennsylvania to Colorado.

darion schaublin, who drove 
from Columbus, ohio, said: 
“The whole system’s rigged . . . 
in the way that the information 
is getting to the people.

“The truth never actually 
gets out,” said the 26-year-
old, who says he lost his job 
in a restaurant after refusing 
to wear a mask as protection 
from Covid-19.

Kathlin erickson, who said 
she flew from Colorado on a 

plane “filled with Trump sup-
porters”, kept alive hopes of a 
second Trump administration.

“a Trump victory? That’s 
a long shot, but anything is 
possible with God,” she said.

Trump is impeding biden’s 
transition ahead of inaugura-
tion on January 20 and has 
filed numerous lawsuits – un-
successfully – to challenge vote 
counts around the country.

Trump on Friday said “time 
will tell” if he remains presi-
dent, in a momentary slip 
of his refusal to concede his 

election defeat.
The hint of doubt came de-

spite him continuing to claim 
that mass fraud – for which no 
evidence has been produced – 
robbed him of victory.

Biden prepares for power
despite his own intelligence 

officials’ declaration this 
week that the election was 
“the most secure in american 
history”, Trump and his right-
wing media allies show no 
sign of giving up their quest 
to get the results overturned.

after driving past the march-
ers in Washington, Trump 
headed to his golf club outside 
the capital as he kept to his 
regular weekend routine.

half a dozen support-
ers stood at one side of the 
entrance with Trump flags, 
and about the same number 
stood on the opposite side 
with a big “biden harris” sign 
and one that said: “We voted. 
You’re fired.”

biden on saturday went 
biking in a delaware state 
park with his wife Jill and a 
security detail. When asked if 
he was closer to choosing his 
cabinet, he replied “yes”.

despite Trump’s stance, the 
president-elect is preparing 
to assume office, with many 
world leaders acknowledging 
his victory.

China was the latest nation 
on board, with a foreign min-
istry spokesman saying: “We 
express our congratulations.” 
AFP

a sWaThe of new restrictions 
to curtail a second wave of 
coronavirus infections were 
announced or came into force 
from austria to Greece, Italy 
to Portugal on saturday as 
the global death toll climbed 
above 1.3 million.

more than 53 million have 
been infected worldwide by 
Covid-19, which is running 
rampant throughout the us 
and europe, forcing govern-
ments to take more drastic 
action despite the potential 
economic devastation.

austria joined a growing 
trend announcing schools 
and non-essential shops 

would close from Tuesday, 
having imposed a partial 
lockdown two weeks ago.

“There are still many who 
say that infections don’t hap-
pen at school, in shops or ser-
vices,” said Chancellor sebas-
tien Kurtz.

“but the truth is the au-
thorities can no longer trace 
77 percent of new infections, 
which means they no longer 
know where contamination is 
happening.”

Greece, battling a saturated 
national health system, an-
nounced it would shut all 
schools after imposing a nation-
wide night curfew from Friday.

“Closing elementary schools 
was the last thing we wanted 
to do. This is a measure of 
how serious the situation is,” 
health minister vassilis Kikil-
ias said. secondary schools 
had already been shuttered.

In Italy, the regions of Tus-
cany and Campania – of 
which Florence and naples 
are the respective capitals – 
plunged into “red zones” of 
tough restrictions, which now 
cover 26 million of the 60 mil-
lion population.

“There is no other way if we 
want to reduce the numbers of 
dead,” health minister roberto 
speranza said, as the country’s 
death toll rose by 544 to 44,683, 
one of europe’s worst.

new anti-virus curbs also 
came into force in ukraine.

romania meanwhile suf-
fered tragedy when 10 Covid-
19 patients were killed and 
seven more left badly burnt 
after a fire broke out in an in-
tensive care unit in the north-
ern town of Piatra neamt.

beyond europe, Lebanon 
entered a new two-week 
lockdown, with hospitals in 
the crises-wracked country 
almost at capacity.

bars in new York, the epi-
centre of the us’s spring out-

break, were ordered to close 
at 10pm from Friday. schools 
could move to online only 
teaching as early as monday.

The us, the country hardest 
hit by Covid-19, saw 188,858 
more cases and 1,596 more 
deaths on Friday, according 
to Johns hopkins university.

‘Don’t kill the economy’
several Germans cities saw 

protests against enforced mask-
wearing, with police using wa-
ter cannon to disperse nearly 
1,000 people in Frankfurt.

France’s riviera resort of nice 
saw 1,500 take to the streets to 
demand more coherent restric-
tions to fight the disease.

hundreds of demonstrators 
also turned out in Portugal, 
defying a weekend curfew im-
posed on seven out of every 10 
of the population of 10 million.

The curfew bans driving 
on public roads after 1pm on 
saturdays and sundays.

“The pandemic is on and 
we have to be protected, but 
without killing the economy,” 
said 33-year-old Carla Torres, 
who works in Lisbon’s hospi-
tality industry.

Poland became the latest 
country to report record fig-
ures with 548 coronavirus 

deaths over 24 hours, just 
days after the government 
decided against introducing a 
nationwide quarantine.

Lifting the gloom, the eu-
ropean medicines agency 
added to growing hopes that 
an effective vaccine could be 
available soon.

The eu body said it expect-
ed to give a favourable opin-
ion on a vaccine by year end if 
test results proved positive.

but even if the hurdles of 
testing and distribution are 
overcome, another challenge 
awaits – will people take a 
vaccine?

“my fear is that not enough 
French people will get vacci-
nated,” French Prime minis-
ter Jean Castex told Le Monde 
newspaper.

French restaurant and bar 
owners announced legal ac-
tion against government 
measures which closed them 
from the end of last month.

Castex, who warned gov-
ernments had to dig in for the 
long haul, took to Twitter to 
respond to a father who had 
posted a child’s drawing ad-
dressed to Father Christmas.

“Tell him we are working 
hard so that Father Christmas 
is able to do his shopping in 

France in december – if we re-
spect social distancing we shall 
get there,” Castex insisted.

Diwali dimmed
In India, the pandemic and 

chronic pollution cast a shad-
ow over diwali celebrations 
for hundreds of millions on 
the biggest hindu holiday of 
the year on saturday.

In the smog-shrouded capi-
tal new delhi firecrackers 
were banned for the Festival 
of Light and while people 
still thronged markets, trad-
ers said Covid-19 had scared 
shoppers off spending.

With 8.7 million cases, In-
dia has the world’s second-
highest coronavirus infection 
count behind the us.

The lights were off at vineet 
Garg’s gold and jewellery 
store near delhi’s Connaught 
Place, despite an “open” sign.

“It is a waste of electricity 
to put the lights on,” he said. 
“People are not buying in 
shops . . . They are too worried 
to have fun.”

meanwhile, Liverpool strik-
er mohamed salah is the latest 
star footballer to be forced to 
isolate at home after testing 
positive following his brother’s 
wedding in egypt. AFP

European Parliament president David Sassoli speaks at a European Council 
meeting via video link on an economic rescue plan on June 19. POOL/AFP

Police officers in riot gear as supporters of US President Donald Trump rally in Washington, DC on Saturday. AFP
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Suu Kyi’s party wins myanmar polls by landslide

China’s Li: Further cooperation 
sought with members of ASeAn

Thousands flee as Typhoon 
vamco barrels toward vn

A
ung San Suu Kyi’s 
ruling party swept 
to a landslide win 
in myanmar’s elec-

tion, official results showed 
on Friday, in a poll disputed 
by the military-aligned oppo-
sition and criticised by rights 
groups.

Her national League for De-
mocracy (nLD) had already 
declared the victory based on 
its own tallies, prompting street 
celebrations by supporters.

but official figures were 
still coming in five days after 
the ballot, only the second 
such polls since the nation 
emerged from outright mili-
tary rule in 2011.

results announced by the 
election commission on Fri-
day evening showed that 
the nLD had won 396 seats 
– more than 60 per cent of 
parliament, even taking into 
account the quarter of seats 
reserved for the military un-
der the constitution.

on the 10th anniversary of 
Suu Kyi’s release from house 
arrest under the junta, her 
party defied many forecasts 
by bettering its 2015 victory, 
despite widespread disillu-
sionment in many ethnic-

minority areas.
“People clearly realised 

the need for the nLD to get 
enough votes to form a gov-
ernment on their own,” nLD 
spokesman myo nyunt told 
AFP, adding that this would 
help “minimise political con-
flict”.

The military-aligned oppo-

sition union Solidarity and 
Development Party (uSDP) 
has been trounced across the 
country, winning just 30 seats 
by Friday evening with only 
three seats left to report.

The party alleges that the 
vote was neither free nor fair 
and is demanding that the 
union election Commission 

(ueC) step down and polls be 
re-run.

Yangon-based analyst Khin 
Zaw Win warned that the 
coming months would be 
messy, adding that the situa-
tion was a consequence of the 
ueC being filled with “yes-
men and incompetents”.

under the constitution, 

the government appoints all 
commission members.

but even if some results 
were overturned, “the nLD 
landslide is so large that they 
wouldn’t alter the overall out-
come”, said richard Horsey 
from the International Crisis 
group.

Fears of violence 
Japan, India and Singapore 

have already congratulated 
Suu Kyi and her party.

observers widely con-
cluded that voting took place 
smoothly on the day, despite 
forecasts of a low turnout due 
to a recent surge of coronavi-
rus cases.

but they condemned what 
they described as the election 
commission’s lack of trans-
parency and its cancellation 
of the polls across many eth-
nic-minority areas – ostensi-
bly for security reasons.

The move left 1.5 million 
voters disenfranchised, spark-
ing grievances in already res-
tive areas that the playing 
field had been tilted in favour 
of the nLD.

The nLD wrote on Thursday 
to all ethnic-minority politi-
cal parties, promising it would 

“prioritise” their wishes.
but some will conclude the 

electoral process does not 
work for them and choose 
“political insurrection or in-
surgency instead”, warned 
Horsey.

Tension is particularly high 
in western rakhine state, 
where fighting between eth-
nic rakhine militant group 
the Arakan Army (AA) and the 
military has already displaced 
200,000.

In unprecedented commu-
nication between the foes, 
the AA requested the army 
and government hold by-
elections as soon as possible 
in areas where the vote had 
been cancelled – a statement 
welcomed by the military.

rights groups also con-
demned Sunday’s vote, which 
left virtually all rohingya mus-
lims disenfranchised, either 
languishing in bangladeshi 
refugee camps or stripped of 
citizenship in myanmar.

even though Suu Kyi’s inter-
national reputation was badly 
hurt over the rohingya crisis 
– for which the country now 
faces charges of genocide – 
she remains widely revered 
within myanmar. AFP

THouSAnDS of people fled their 
homes in vietnam on Saturday as 
Typhoon vamco barrelled towards 
central regions already pummelled 
by weeks of successive storms.

Airports have been shut, beaches 
closed and a fishing ban put in place, 
as the country braces for winds of 
up to 100km/h when the typhoon 
makes landfall on Sunday, likely close 
to Hue.

Thousands of people have been 
evacuated from their homes in four 
central provinces, according to the 
disaster management authority, 
while state media said hundreds of 
thousands more may have to flee.

A series of storms have hit central 
vietnam over the past six weeks, caus-
ing flooding and landslides that have 
killed at least 159 people, authorities 
said, while 70 others are missing.

The severe weather has also dam-
aged or destroyed more than 400,000 
homes, according to the Internation-
al Federation of red Cross and red 
Crescent Societies.

roads and bridges have been 
washed away, power supplies dis-
rupted, and crucial food crops de-
stroyed, leaving at least 150,000 
people at immediate risk of food 
shortages, it added.

vietnam red Cross Society presi-
dent nguyen Thi Xuan Thu said: 
“There has been no respite for more 
than eight million people living in 
central vietnam.

“each time they start rebuilding 
their lives and livelihoods, they are 
pummelled by yet another storm.”

Typhoon vamco has already caused 
devastation in the Philippines.

emergency response teams were 
dispatched to the northeast on Satur-
day where more than 340,000 people 
have been affected by severe flooding 
following vamco that killed at least 33 
people across the country, disaster 
agencies said.

Twenty of the deaths were recorded 
in the provinces of Cagayan, Isabela 
and nueva vizcaya, which have be-
come the focus of rescue efforts.

Hundreds of people were trapped on 
rooftops in the hardest hit areas along 
the Cagayan river with rescuers un-
able to reach them due to the strong 
current, said the spokesman for the 
regional office of Civil Defence.

vast swathes of the region were un-
der water in what officials have de-
scribed as the worst flooding in living 
memory.

The release of water from magat dam 
has exacerbated the impact. AFP

CHInA will further advance coop-
eration with ASeAn member states, 
champion multilateralism and free 
trade and safeguard world peace 
and development while upholding 
the concept of community with a 
shared future for mankind, Premier 
Li Keqiang said.

When delivering a speech via video 
at the ASeAn business and Invest-
ment Summit hosted by vietnam on 
Friday, Li said beijing is well aware 
of a great many difficulties and 
challenges it is faced with, which 
range from economic recession and 
shrinking trade to a continued surge 
of protectionism.

The premier said the Chinese peo-
ple are resilient and market entities 
in China have strong confidence in 
the future.

The Chinese economy may yield 
positive annual growth this year, 
and among the world’s major econ-
omies, the country has taken the 
lead in achieving growth leading to 
recovery, Li said.

China has resolutely introduced 
effective and rational macroeco-
nomic policies in a timely way to 
tackle the impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic, he said.

The summit was held at a time 
when the world economy has been 
undergoing its worst recession since 
World War II.

Trade and investment between 
China and ASeAn have continued 
to grow this year in contrast to the 
downturn of the global economy, 
with ASeAn becoming China’s larg-
est trading partner.

Li made a three-point proposal 
calling on all countries to resolutely 
champion peaceful and stable cir-
cumstances for development, strive 
to promote regional economic inte-
gration and make every effort to ad-
vance economic recovery.

over the past 75 years since World 

War II, Asia has moved from turmoil 
to peace, from confrontation to co-
operation and from poverty to pros-
perity, Li said.

Countries are well aware of the 
significance of maintaining regional 
peace and stability, which not only 
serves the need of growing busi-
nesses and investment, but also 
helps in shaping prospects for long-
term stability and growth, Li added.

Speaking on regional economic 
integration, Li said the regional 
Comprehensive economic Partner-
ship free trade pact is expected to 
be signed during ongoing leaders’ 
meetings on east Asian cooperation, 
which will send a positive, clear sig-
nal for regional economic integra-
tion and economic globalisation.

China is willing to strengthen syn-
ergy between development blue-
prints with ASeAn countries on the 

basis of mutual benefit and win-
win teamwork, and promote coop-
eration in co-building the belt and 
road, he added.

on regional economic recovery, Li 
said east Asia has long played an im-
portant role in the world economy, 
and this great responsibility should 
continue to be fulfilled in the cur-
rent context. Countries should work 
together to promote regional eco-
nomic recovery, development and 
move toward prosperity, which will 
inject strong impetus into global 
economic recovery as well, he said.

During this process, countries 
should carry out collaboration on 
advanced technology and coopera-
tion among large enterprises and 
work for new highlights in such 
areas of cooperation as small-and 
medium-sized enterprises, Li said. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Houses are submerged in the Philippines’ Cagayan province, north of Manila, on Saturday, 
days after Typhoon Vamco hit parts of the country. PHILIPPINE COAST GUARD/AFP

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang delivers a speech via video at the ASEAN Business and 
Investment Summit in Beijing on Friday. XINHUA NEWS AGENCY

People and media attend a Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) press conference in Yangon on 
Wednesday. AFP



N
OVEMBER 20th is World 
Children’s Day, a day when 
nations turn the spotlight 
onto children, recognise the 

challenges they face, and ensure their 
voices aren’t just taken into account 
but are amplified. This year, the day 
falls against a troubling backdrop. 
Much of the remarkable progress Cam-
bodia has made in recent decades – 
more children in school, lower child 
mortality, and increased access to 
clean water and nutrition – are endan-
gered by Covid-19. 

Response efforts began almost as 
soon as the virus reached Cambo-
dia’s shores, but recovery plans will 
stretchlong into the future. We must 
place children at the heart of this 
recovery and ensure they are fully 
involved in its development as we 
reimagine tomorrow’s world. After 
all, they will live in this new world 
longer than anyone, and deserve 
one which allows them to fulfill 
their potential. 

To this end, last week I was delighted 
to host an online meeting with 27 
young Cambodians from different 
youth organisations, held to ensure 
UNICEF’s efforts in the coming 
months and years are aligned with 
their real concerns and hopes. Our 
group talked via Zoom, and the vibrant 
energy in the room demonstrated how 
powerful technology is in connecting 
children and encouraging collabora-
tion. Yet, the participants pointed out 
that many children living in Cambo-
dia’s poorest and most remote regions 
don’t have access to the internet and all 
its benefits. This harmed their educa-
tion this year, when many lessons 
moved online. It is a digital divide we 
all agreed must be bridged. 

This very point was hammered 
home when we discussed the impor-
tance of improved health. One young 
woman called Boramey said she felt 
families needed better information 
on good nutrition. She said informa-
tion should be disseminated online, 
then added “we would need to focus 
even more on people living in areas 
with limited access to the internet”. 

Access is also a serious concern 
when it comes to a potential Covid-
19 vaccine, and some expressed con-
cern about whether it would be made 
available to lower-income countries 
like Cambodia. Seam said:“Vaccines 
should be for humanity, not used as a 
political tool or for gain.”

Turning from physical to mental 
health, some participants worried 

about how confinement at home 
during the pandemic had increased 
stress and the negative impact of 
social media on young people’s well-
being. Contrary to the stereotype that 
young people can’t live without a 
constant diet of Tik Tok andInsta-
gram, Sovannarong said: “I try to dis-
tance myself from social media when 
I feel overwhelmed.” Others hoped to 
end taboos around mental health. 
Aliza said, “I really hope to see a day 
when no-one is afraid to ask for help 
and be given help.” 

One of the most passionate 
moments in the discussion came 
when we talked about those whose 
futures had been harmed by the pan-
demic. Neary told of a friend who 
couldn’t return to school when it re-
opened as her family had come to 
rely on the money she was earning by 
working. “She became so depressed, 
and really wanted to go back,” Neary 
reported. The young people agreed 
that a recovery which doesn’t address 
such inequalities would be incom-

plete, a missed opportunity.
It was gratifyingto realise that most 

of the concerns expressed by chil-
dren and young peopleare included 
in the global six-point-plan for chil-
dren that UNICEF and partners such 
as the ChildFund Alliance, Plan Inter-
national, Save the Children, SOS 
Children’s Villages and World Vision 
have developed together. The plan 
also addresses climate change, 
another area of concern young Cam-
bodians have raised with us passion-
ately and frequently, as well as the 

need to increase support to children 
during conflict or natural disasters. 
This plan will be presented to the 
UN’s upcoming General Assembly 
Special Session on Covid-19 in 
December to mobilise the member 
states around the issues that matter 
most to those most affected.

I left the discussion full of hope, 
galvanised by the energy and ideas of 
these young people. There are other 
reasons for optimism. Many of the 
issues raised are already being 

addressed by the Cambodian govern-
ment, as shown by the Ministry of 
Education, Youth and Sport’s work on 
tackling the digital divide. More 
broadly, the government’s swift 
response throughout the pandemic 
has kept Cambodiaas one of the few 
countries with zero deaths. It also 
achieved a social protection mile-
stone by introducing its Covid-19 
Cash Transfer Programme for all its 
most vulnerable citizens. These are 
firm foundations for future progress.

The idea which stayed with me 
longest was expressed by Sovan-
narong. He said: “While we’re waiting 
for the pandemic to be over, we 
shouldn’t just sit around, we can do 
more, learn new things, get more 
active.” A girl replied that she has 
already set up her own organisation 
to improve education. These young 
people don’t just have the right ideas, 
they have the right actions.

The conversation won’t end there. 
Over the coming weeks UNICEF will 
use our website and social media 
channels to continue it, providing a 
platform for more young people to 
speak out. All Cambodians are invit-
ed to contribute. Join us at https://
www.unicef.org/cambodia/. Let’s use 
this Children’s Day to reimagine a 
better world, together. 
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World Children’s Day: A chance 
to reimagine Cambodia

Children study around the radio which provides educational support during the closure of their school amid the Covid-19 pandemic in 
Paor Kekchong village, in Rattanakkiri province’s Borkeo district. UNICEF CambodIa/aNtoINE Raab

The young people agreed that a 
recovery which doesn’t address 

such inequalities would be 
incomplete, a missed opportunity
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A CUrFeW was imposed in 
parts of nigeria’s north cen-
tral benue state after a pastor 
was killed by a mob over 
alleged cases of genital theft, 
officials said november 12.

rumours of “manhood 
theft” – where victims believe 
their genitals are shrinking or 
retracting into the body – are 
not uncommon in nigeria 
and other parts of West Africa 
and often lead to mob vio-
lence.

This latest incident occurred 
in Daudu, a town about 250km 
from the federal capital Abu-
ja.

Local authorities said a 
group of young people accused 
a pastor and an alleged accom-
plice of being responsible.

Caleb Aba, the head of the 
local government, rejected 
this, telling AFP: “It was con-
firmed that this was not true 
because scientific tests were 
carried out.”

The pastor’s alleged accom-
plice was taken into custody 
for his own protection, after 
local media said he and the 
pastor were collecting money 
from residents to cure them. 

The priest, fearing for his 
life, f led the town, police 
spokeswoman Catherine 
Anene said, adding that his 
church was burnt down by 
angry youths.

“Youths trailed him and 
killed him. eventually we 
found his dead body,” she told 
AFP.

“After two days, the youths 
again accused another per-
son of removing a youth’s 
genital organ. This man was 
beaten to the point of coma 
so the police intervened,” Aba 
said, explaining the curfew.

The army and police 
deployed to the area after local 
media reported a group had 
invaded the weekly market 
chanting “no penis, no mar-
ket”, temporarily halting 
trade.

eight people were arrested 
for causing public distur-
bance and inciting violence, 
police said.

Local authorities said the 
curfew, imposed on novem-
ber 9, would remain in place 
until the security situation 
improves.

Psychologists have coined 
the belief of “manhood theft” 
as “koro” – a malaysian term 
for the retracting of a turtle’s 
head.

Collective panic linked to 
this belief can be found in 
ancient Chinese medical 
records that are over 2,000 
years old, according to a 
handbook on unusual and 
rare psychological disorders 
published by oxford Univer-
sity Press. afp

bangladeshi 
star returns 
after Islamist 
death threats
F

or years Sufi singer 
rita Dewan capti-
vated millions of fol-
lowers in bangladesh 

with her haunting ballads. 
Today, she lives in fear each 

performance will be her last.
Accused of defaming Is-

lam and targeted by religious 
radicals – a growing force in 
the muslim majority country 
– she spent months in hiding 
to escape death threats. 

rarely going out in daylight, 
she and her family fled to ru-
ral shanties and often went 
without food whilst living un-
derground.

“YouTube is flooded with 
videos of mullahs calling for 
my beheading,” she tells AFP 
in tears. “I was too afraid to 
go to the toilet even. In rural 
areas they are mainly outside. 
I felt like [extremists] would 
find me and decapitate me.”

Sufi Islam is considered de-
viant by conservative muslim 
groups who oppose its mystical 
interpretation of the Quran. 

The movement still has tens 
of millions of followers world-
wide, but in bangladesh the 
rise of hardliners has meant 
numbers are dropping. 

In recent years, some two 
dozen Sufis have been killed by 
extremists in the South Asian 
country, some hacked to death.

Sufism has a long tradition in 
art and academia ranging from 

the poet rumi to mathemati-
cian omar Khayyam to modern 
Pakistani star rahet Ali Khan.

but Sufis beliefs are increas-
ingly under attack as un-Is-
lamic and conservatives want 
to introduce strict blasphemy 
laws in bangladesh, with the 
death penalty for offenders. 
 
Agony and ecstasy

Dewan has been under 
pressure since a YouTube clip 
she appeared in went viral, at-
tracting a storm of criticism. 

In it she makes comments 
about Islam in a singing duel 
against another artist, who 
plays a God. 

Conservatives have filed at 
least four cases against Dewan 
accusing her of damaging reli-
gious sentiments and defam-
ing Islam, a charge currently 
punishable by life in jail.

She insists the clip was tak-
en out of context and shows 
just a few minutes of an eight-
hour performance. 

The star apologised but it 
was too late to stop the threats. 

“Some mullahs have used 
their sermons to brand me 
a coward prostitute and told 
people to kill me if they can 
find me,” she explains. 

The star is to make a first 
appearance in court on Sun-
day but decided to come out 
of hiding to perform an eight-
hour show for fans at a famed 

Sufi shrine.
The 38-year-old said her 

“ecstasy” at being able to 
perform again was tempered 
by terror after seeing two 
men in the crowd she feared 
were fundamentalists who 
might harm her. 

They left after two songs, but 
experts say such intimidatory 
tactics are not unusual.

Saymon Zakaria, a bangla-
deshi researcher on tradi-
tional music said Sufi art is 
now under threat from those 
who want a hardline Islam 
imposed in the country.

“The situation is very criti-
cal,” Zakaria told AFP .

‘Harrowing time’
rights researcher rezaur 

rahman Lenin said the cases 
against Dewan were part of 
a pattern to “censor artistic 
works”.

“Artists and their performance 
are barred, and artists and aca-
demics detained and judicially 
harassed and persecuted on the 
grounds of insulting or hurting 
religious feelings,” he said. 

male Sufi singer Shariat 
Sarker spent more than six 
months in jail this year after 
being accused of defaming 
Islam and is now in hiding 
because of death threats. 

Dewan has already missed 
more than 60 shows because 
of police concerns about safe-
ty and security and says that as 
a result she has lost thousands 
of dollars in earnings.

“All of a sudden we became 
poor. my husband and my 
daughter are part of my team. 
All members of my troupe suf-
fered. It’s a harrowing time.”

The star, who left school 
at the age of nine to train as 
a singer and regularly per-

formed to vast crowds, is un-
sure how she can carry on. 

Despite her recent show 
many shrines are still reluc-
tant to work with her.

The court case makes De-
wan fear for her own future 
but she remains defiant that 
the art will endure. 

“no matter how powerful 
these mullahs are this Sufi mu-
sic tradition will live on in this 
country. mullahs have called 
these songs haram – prohib-
ited in Islam – but nowhere in 
the Quran is it said that music 
is haram,” she insists.  

“I am sure this music tradi-
tion will live on forever. It has 
been going on for centuries. 
People love it. It is pure joy. 
And Sufis will live here. It was 
the Sufis who brought Islam 
here centuries ago, not the 
hardliners. bangladesh is the 
land of Sufis.” afp

Pastor in 
nigeria 
killed over 
‘stealing 
genitals’

Accused of defaming Islam, Rita Dewan spent months in hiding to escape death threats. afp

Dewan recently came out of hiding to perform, but cut her show short after noticing two suspicious men in the crowd. afp
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Sandy Beach Resort general manager Abang Shafiq paid a courtesy call on Malaysian Ambassador 
to Cambodia HE Eldeen Husaini Mohd Hashim last Wednesday. During the visit, both parties discussed 
the impact of Covid-19 on the tourism industry. The resort is located on Koh Rong Sanloem island,  
off the Sihanoukville coast.

Malaysian ambassador receives courtesy call
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On the occasion of the Kathina Festival – the Buddhist alms-giving ceremony that follows rainy season 
– Indian ambassador to Cambodia HE Devyani Uttam Khobragade paid a courtesy call on Samdech 
Venerable Dr Khy Sovanaratana, the acting rector of the Preah Sihanouk Raja Buddhist University. The 
November 6 visit highlighted the long-standing ties between the Indian government and the university. 
The ambassador also offered food to the Venerable Dr Khy Sovanaratana and other monks.

Indian envoy gives Kathina offering
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Phillip Bank launched the “1+2 in Support of Health Centres 
Against Covid-19 Campaign” last Monday to help further reduce 
coronavirus risk in 10 communities where the bank has a presence. 
Under the campaign, each health centre will receive 50 boxes of 
face masks, 168 500ml bottles of hand gel and 180 500ml bottles 
of hand sanitiser. The selected health centres are in Kandal, Tbong 
Khmum, Battambang, Siem Reap, Takeo, Kampong Chhnang, 
Kampong Cham, Kratie and Svay Rieng provinces.

Phillip Bank launches 
health campaign
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Post Media Co Ltd and the 
Cambodia Securities Exchange 
(CSX) inked a key memorandum 
of understanding last Thursday 
formalising the ongoing 
media campaign promoting 
the Kingdom’s capital market. 
The agreement outlines the 
procedures for the publication 
of the Post Securities – Basic 
Market Guide series of articles 
aimed at informing the public 
about trading and investment in 
the stock market. The articles are 
published on the first Monday 
of every month in The Phnom 
Penh Post and Post Khmer, with 
content provided by the CSX. 
Publisher and CEO of The Phnom 
Penh Post Ly Tayseng and CSX 
CEO Hong Sok Hour inked the 
agreement at the bourse’s 
headquarters. Also present were 
Post Media COO James Ong and 
CSX vice-chairman and COO 
Jong Weon Ha. The first article in 
the series was published in May 
of this year. 

Post Media and CSX formalise agreement on 
promoting securities market in the Kingdom 



Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 “Get outta here!”
  5 Ski lift
  9 Prepare, as a violin bow
 14 Corkscrew-horned antelope
 15 Rice-A-___
 16 Sports venue
 17 Persia, today
 18 Tired-blood vanquisher
 19 Poe bird
 20 City money-makers
 23 Prime meridian letters
 25 Common Market abbreviation, 

once
 26 Watchful and ready
 27 Some fetes
 29 Tax assessment
 31 Tree-shaded place
 32 Scotch or masking
 33 Singer Tori
 37 First National of Wyoming?
 40 Snow-day vehicle
 41 Horse’s fare
 42 Dweebish
 43 Heal
 44 Part of a foot

 45 Kind of jar
 48 Hartebeest kin
 49 Umbrage
 50 It deals with recreation
 54 Native Alaskan
 55 Round farm building
 56 Three-piece piece
 59 Play for time
 60 Lie at ease
 61 Pins and needles case
 62 Overstuffed with dialogue
 63 “So what ___ is new?”
 64 Request on an invitation
DOWN
  1 Snowmobile part
  2 Mean mutt
  3 Not limited to one use
  4 Popular salad fish
  5 Tots’ wheels
  6 ___ acid (mild antiseptic)
  7 In a bit, to Shakespeare
  8 Symbol of a commitment
  9 Hardly ever
 10 Stand up and speak
 11 Cut, as ties
 12 Not exactly active
 13 Fabray and Bobbsey

 21 Stylishly old-fashioned
 22 Acknowledged expert
 23 Shows one’s age
 24 Edible mushroom
 28 Auctioneer’s closing word
 29 Espresso with milk
 30 Grand poetry
 32 Old Russian royal (Var.)
 33 Lummoxes
 34 Rigid disciplinarians
 35 Law’s partner
 36 Online call company
 38 Got the watch going
 39 Boredom
 43 Expensive
 44 Foot pad?
 45 Valletta’s island
 46 “You did ___ nice job”
 47 Hide in the dark
 48 Underwater breathing organs
 50 Time machine’s destination
 51 Robinson Crusoe’s home
 52 Fretted fiddle
 53 In excess of
 57 Vehicle not chosen for its mpg
 58 Cash left behind

“PICNIC IT” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution
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‘Plantdemic’ rocks 
Philippines as demand 
for greenery grows

A 
gArdening craze 
dubbed “plantdem-
ic” has spread across 
the Philippines after 

coronavirus restrictions fu-
elled demand for greenery, 
sending plant prices soaring 
and sparking a rise in poach-
ing from public parks and 
protected forests.

Photos of delicate flowers 
and broad-leafed foliage cul-
tivated in backyards and on 
balconies have flooded social 
media as housebound Filipi-
nos turn to nature to relieve 
stress and boredom.

“it’s unbelievable. People 
are super interested in plants 
these days,” said landscape 
gardener Alvin Chingcuang-
co, who has seen prices for 
some varieties of monsteras 
reach 55,000 pesos ($1,140) 
each, compared with 800 pe-
sos before the pandemic.

manila plant seller Arlene 
gumera-Paz said her daily 
turnover tripled after she re-
opened her doors following 
months of lockdown.

demand remained robust 
even as prices for the most 
popular varieties of indoor 
plants, such as alocasias, spi-
der plants and peace lilies, 
doubled or even quadrupled.

“it’s hard to understand 
people. When plants were 
cheap, they were ignored,” 
said the 40-year-old, who 
buys her plants in bulk from 
growers in nearby provinces.

but as demand has grown, 
authorities have warned that 
many plants on the market may 
not have been legally obtained.

rangers patrolling the for-
ests of Zamboanga in the 
country’s south for illegal 
loggers and wildlife poachers 
were ordered to watch out for 
plant thieves, after officials 
noticed some species posted 
on social media could only 
be found in the region’s pro-
tected areas.

“Prior to the pandemic we 
hadn’t observed many plant 
poachers,” said maria Chris-
tina rodriguez, Zamboanga 
regional director for the de-

partment of energy and nat-
ural resources.

“This only became popular 
during lockdown.”

removing threatened spe-
cies from forests is illegal un-
der Philippine law and carries 
hefty penalties. Collecting 
other native plants is allowed 
but only with a permit.

Thieves are targeting plant 
varieties popular on social me-
dia, such as staghorn ferns and 
pitcher plants, rodriguez said.

but catching offenders is 
difficult – once the plant has 
been dug up and sold “it is 
hard for us to prove that it 
came from forests or our pro-
tected areas”, she added.

rodriguez welcomed the 
interest in gardening, but 
wished they would plant 
flowers or edibles instead of 
native flora.

“We’re really serious about 
this because it creates an 
imbalance in the ecosys-
tem once the species are 
plucked out of their natural 
habitat.” AFP

Gardeners pull weeds from a bed of plants at a park in Baguio City, north of Manila. A spate of plant thefts 
from public parks in the city prompted authorities to tighten security. AFP

Residents buying plants at a nursery in Manila. A gardening craze dubbed “plantdemic” has spread across 
the Philippines after coronavirus restrictions fuelled demand for greenery. AFP
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France, Germany shine 
in nations League, 
ramos misses two PKs

Argentina shocks All blacks after layoff Woods loses steam, 
falls behind at masters 

W
orld champi-
ons France and 
Germany rode 
on the influence 

of their Chelsea stars to rack 
up nations League wins on 
Saturday while Spain’s Sergio 
ramos missed two penalties 
on the night he celebrated a 
record-setting 177th interna-
tional appearance.

Chelsea midfielder n’Golo 
Kante scored just his second 
international goal as France 
defeated european champions 
Portugal 1-0 in Lisbon to secure 
a place in next year’s finals.

Kante was quickest to react 
to a rebound as he netted the 
winner on 53 minutes that 
clinched France top spot in 
their group.

France lead Cristiano ron-
aldo’s Portugal by three points 
ahead of Tuesday’s clash with 
Sweden in Paris but are guaran-
teed first place by virtue of their 
superior head-to-head record.

“It’s very nice to see them 
snatch the win. It’s deserved. 
We’ve fulfilled our objective of 
finishing first,” France coach 
Didier Deschamps said after 

the win over a Portuguese 
side which had won the inau-
gural nations League title on 
home soil in 2019.

Kante’s teammate in the 
english Premier League Timo 
Werner scored twice on his re-
turn to Leipzig as Germany en-
joyed a 3-1 win over Ukraine.

Werner spent four years 
at Leipzig before moving to 
London and he flourished in 
familiar surroundings at the 
red bull Arena despite the 
absence of fans.

The win leaves Germany 
undefeated in their last 12 
games and top of their group, 
a point ahead of second-
placed Spain with the sides 
due to meet in Sevilla on 
Tuesday. 

“I had four good years here 
and it was fun to come back 
and win,” Werner told ZDF. 

Ukraine took an early lead 
when roman Yaremchuk 
caught the German defence 
napping.

The hosts roared back with 
three unanswered goals by 
Leroy Sane and Werner, who 
scored either side of half-

time, to seal a deserved win.
In basel, ramos missed two 

penalties as Spain needed a 
late equaliser from Gerard 
moreno to draw 1-1 with 
Switzerland.

ramos was making his 177th 
appearance to break the inter-
national appearances record 
for a european player, pulling 
clear of Italy’s Gianluigi buf-
fon, who has 176. 

but it was a night to forget 
for the defender, who saw 
one spot-kick saved by Swiss 
goalkeeper Yann Sommer 
but backed himself to score 
a second, only to miss again 
with a dreadful attempted 
‘Panenka’. 

ramos had previously 
scored 25 penalties in a row 
and his inaccuracy from the 
spot cost Spain, who will 
now have to beat Germany to 
reach the final stage. 

“Sergio’s numbers for penal-
ties are out of this world,” said 
Spain coach Luis enrique. 

“If there had been a third 
penalty, he would have taken 
that one as well.”

remo Freuler gave the Swiss 

a 26th-minute lead but they 
had nico elvedi sent off for 
conceding the second pen-
alty with 11 minutes left.

Spain finally found an equ-
aliser in the 89th minute as 
moreno capitalised on a tir-
ing Swiss defence by convert-
ing Sergio reguilon’s cross.

Shadow of Covid-19
After losing all four of their 

opening games in the nations 
League, Sweden finally found 
some form in Solna, beating 
World Cup runners-up Croa-
tia 2-1.

The Swedes, whose coach 
Janne Andersson has been 

sidelined with coronavirus, 
were 2-0 up at half-time.

Juventus star Dejan Kulu-
sevski opened his interna-
tional account in the 36th 
minute when the 20-year-old 
controlled a long pass from 
mikael Lustig before scoring.

Defender marcus Danielson, 
who plays his club football in 
China with Dalian Pro, headed 
in the second from a corner in 
first-half stoppage time.

Danielson had the misfor-
tune to put through his own 
goal with eight minutes left 
after making contact with an 
Ivan Perisic header.

Croatia had beaten the 

Swedes 2-1 in their first meeting 
but they arrived for the return 
without midfielder marcelo 
brozovic and defender Doma-
goj vida, both of whom had 
tested positive for Covid-19.

The coronavirus pandemic 
also saw UeFA cancel Sun-
day’s match between romania 
and norway after norwegian 
authorities banned the squad 
from travelling to bucharest 
due to a Covid-19 case.

norway’s health minister 
had ordered the squad not 
to travel after full-back omar 
elabdellaoui, who plays for 
Galatasaray in Turkey, tested 
positive for coronavirus. afp

CoACh mario Ledesma says 
stunning the All blacks af-
ter a 35-year wait is his finest 
achievement, hailing his Ar-
gentinian team after a long and 
emotional journey to breaking 
their hoodoo.

The Pumas went into Satur-
day’s Tri nations clash in Syd-
ney having not played a Test 
in 13 months, while enduring 
coronavirus lockdowns in Ar-
gentina and Uruguay before 
quarantining for two weeks 
in Australia.

Some of the players and 
staff haven’t seen their fami-
lies in four months, and along 
the way they had to deal with 
a dozen team personnel test-
ing positive for Covid-19.

but rather than becoming 

disillusioned or going stir-
crazy, the adversity brought 
them closer together.

Ledesma said their spirit 
and resilience played a large 
part in the shock 25-15 upset 
of three-time world champi-
ons new Zealand, their first 
win against the rugby power-
house in 30 Tests.

“There’s no magic formula, 
it’s always the players,” he said.

“They’ve been great 
throughout the whole pan-
demic situation. Going from 
quarantine to quarantine. 
Some of the boys haven’t seen 
their families for four months 
and they haven’t complained 
once, they’ve always been 
positive.

“They’ve been awesome.”

Their victory was more re-
markable given their europe-
based players only arrived in 
Sydney in late october, re-
maining in lockdown until just 
days before Saturday’s game.

It clearly didn’t affect France-
based fly-half nicolas Sanchez, 
their standout player who 
scored all the Pumas’ 25 points 
– a try, a conversion, and six 
penalties.

his Stade Francais col-
league Pablo matera was also 
exceptional, with the Argen-
tina captain dominant at 
blindside flanker.

“We just wanted to show 
our people if you work hard 
with a lot of determination 
you can get things done,” 
said matera. “So, we are really 
proud of this team and for 
our country.”

Ledesma, a former Wal-
labies assistant coach, was 
emotional after the game, 
shedding tears as he celebrat-
ed with a small, but loud, con-
tingent of Argentinian fans at 
bankwest Stadium.

“We’ll remember this for a 
long time. not only because of 
the game but the special situa-
tion that got us here,” he said.

‘Massive energy’
Asked if it was his finest 

achievement, Ledesma re-
plied: “It has to be up there. 

“As a coach, the best one, 

because of everything we 
lived and experienced and 
the whole emotional journey 
that we’ve been through.”

They face Australia next 
week in their second Tri na-
tions clash, with Ledesma 
urging his team to “just stay 
humble and keep working”.

While Argentina basked in 
one of their greatest victories, 
the All blacks were left reeling 
from one of their worst defeats.

They were savaged Sunday 
by new Zealand media as 
“simply awful” after their first 
back-to-back defeats since 
2011, following a loss to the 
Wallabies last weekend.

They lacked the passion 
and composure of Argentina, 
with questions being asked 
about their leadership under 
captain Sam Cane and coach 
Ian Foster, who has only man-
aged two wins from the five 
games he has been in charge.

Foster, who was promoted 
to the top job ahead of Scott 
robertson to replace Steve 
hansen, said they were “bit-
terly disappointed”, admit-
ting his team failed to match 
Argentina’s “massive energy 
and massive desire”.

but he denied feeling any 
added pressure with a bye next 
week giving him time to figure 
out what went wrong before a 
return clash with Argentina on 
november 28. afp 

TIGer Woods was going the 
wrong way on a long day at 
Augusta national on Saturday, 
where his bid for a sixth mas-
ters title was on the rocks.

Woods was four shots off the 
lead after playing the last eight 
holes of his second round on 
Saturday morning, but an 
even-par third round saw him 
walk off the course nine off the 
pace being set by world num-
ber one Dustin Johnson.

Woods, the defending cham-
pion, said at the conclusion of 
his second round that he ex-
pected Augusta to yield some 
low scores in the afternoon.

“The golf course is definite-
ly gettable,” Woods said.

but Woods couldn’t take 
advantage, making bogeys at 
the eighth and 11th before his 
only birdies of the round, at 12 
and 15 on the way to a 54-hole 
total of five-under par 211.

“It got a little bit faster,” 
Woods said of the course dry-
ing out after Thursday’s rain. 
“but the putts just still aren’t 
quite breaking.”

Woods said the long days 
resulting from a three-hour 
weather delay on Thursday 
were hard on his surgically 
fused back.

“It’s just part of the deal,” 
said Woods, who looked stiff 
as he bent to retrieve his ball 

as the round went on.
he still produced some im-

pressive shots, landing his tee 
shot nine feet from the pin at 
the 12th and draining that for 
birdie.

At 15 he had an 18-footer 
for eagle, and ended up mak-
ing a two-footer for birdie.

This year marks the 25th 
anniversary of Woods’s first 
appearance at the masters, as 
a gangly amateur.

he slipped on his first green 
jacket in 1997, and last year 
rallied on Sunday to win his 
15th major title – and his first 
in more than a decade.

Woods said this week he still 
got chills recalling last year’s 
victory, but in his pursuit of 
a repeat he hasn’t paused to 
consider what sliding a green 
jacket onto a new champion’s 
shoulders might feel like.

“Tuesday was a long, tough 
day for me, but I have not 
thought about tomorrow yet,” 
Woods said.

“I was focused on trying to 
get myself in contention go-
ing into tomorrow.”

With the field again set to go 
off the first and 10th tees on 
Sunday, Woods was expecting 
an early start.

“I certainly will be part of the 
early part of the split and get af-
ter it tomorrow,” he said. afp

Argentina’s Nicolas Sanchez (centre) tries to avoid a tackle during the 2020 
Tri-Nations rugby match between New Zealand and Argentina. afp

Portugal’s midfielder Danilo heads the ball during the UEFA Nations League A group 3 football match  
between Portugal and France at the Luz stadium in Lisbon. afp
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