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P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen on November 12 
denied rumours that 
he will lock down the 

country in response to increased 
Covid-19 fears, referring to 
them as propaganda aimed at 
destabilising the country. 

In a Facebook post, he said 
some people had spread ru-
mours that the government 
would close the capital and 
ban travel between provinces.

“There will not be any closures 
in the country, in the capital or in 
the provinces. The unfortunate 
propaganda is aimed at stirring 
up chaos in the country and 

increasing the prices of goods,” 
he said, adding those spread-
ing the rumours are doing so for 
their own political gains.

Hun Sen said the main pri-
ority at the moment is fol-
lowing the Ministry of Health 
guidelines. Everyone should 
be wearing a mask, washing 
their hands, avoiding gather-

ings and keeping a safe dis-
tance from each other.

To assist the population in pre-
venting the spread of the virus, 
he ordered authorities to distrib-
ute two million masks to poor 
communities in Phnom Penh.

“On November 11, I ordered

Millions 
at risk of 
diseases, 
UN says
MILLIONS of people, includ-
ing in Africa’s most populous 
country Nigeria, risk con-
tracting diseases such as polio 
and measles as the coronavi-
rus pandemic has halted vac-
cination campaigns, the UN 
said on Wednesday.

Additional financial 
resources are needed to 
safely resume vaccinations, 
the UN childrens’ agency 
UNICEF and the World 
Health Organisation said in 
a joint statement.

“We cannot allow the fight 
against one deadly disease 
to cause us to lose ground in 
the fight against other dis-
eases,” said UNICEF execu-
tive director Henrietta Fore.

“Addressing the global 
Covid-19 pandemic is criti-
cal. However, other deadly 
diseases also threaten the 
lives of millions of children 
in some of the poorest areas 
of the world,” she added in a 
joint statement with WHO. 

While Nigeria, home to 
200 million people, eradi-
cated wild polio in August, 
it remains at risk of vaccine-
derived polio. 

Measles is among the 
leading cause of death and 
disability in children in the 
country, where 54 per cent 
have only received one vac-
cine dose, according to the 
2018 Nigeria Demographic 
and Health Survey.

On Monday, authorities 
said they were battling a 
suspected outbreak of yel-
low fever in two southern 
states, Delta and Enugu, 
that left more than 70 dead 
according to local media.

In neighbouring Benue 
state, more than a dozen 
unexplained deaths have 
been reported in recent days. 

The percentage of people 
immunised against yellow 
fever remains low in many 
parts of Africa, even though 
the vaccine is nearly 100 per 
cent effective.

International health bod-
ies are now calling for 
immunisations to fully 
resume worldwide in order 
to protect lives.

“Unlike with Covid, we 
have the tools and knowledge 
to stop diseases such as polio 
and measles,” said WHO 
director-general Tedros Adh-
anom Ghebreyesus. AFP 

to the rescue
Rescuers pull a rubber boat carrying residents through a flooded street after typhoon Vamco hit in Marikina City, suburban Manila on thursday. 
AFP

$2B in investment projects okayed
Hin Pisei

THE government approved a 
total of 113 private investment 
projects worth $2.3 billion in 
the first eight months of this 
year, the Ministry of Economy 
and Finance reported.

This is 22 projects, or 16.3 per 
cent, fewer than the same peri-
od last year, and represents a 
staggering 57.1 per cent drop 
in capital investment, it said.

The projects created 84,432 
new jobs, but this was a 51.5 per 
cent year-on-year slip, it added.

Offering a silver lining, the 
ministry pointed out that there 
were eight industrial investment 
projects approved this year.

It defined “private invest-
ment projects” as non-special-
economic-zone projects that 
are authorised by the Council 
for the Development of Cam-
bodia, which is the highest 

decision-making level of gov-
ernment for private and public 
sector investment.

Cambodia Chamber of Com-
merce vice-president Lim 
Heng told The Post on Thurs-
day that the decline was large-
ly due to Covid-19 lockdown 
restrictions in other countries 
that prevent investors from 
entering Cambodia.

On the bright side, he said, 
the government this year 

rolled out the Single Portal 
online business registration 
system which greases the 
wheels for investors wishing to 
do business in Cambodia.

“Granted, the decline in reg-
istrations for new investment 
projects is a concern for Cam-
bodia, but I am confident that 
after the world gets their hands 
on official Covid-19 vaccines,
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the release of two million masks 
to the Phnom Penh municipal 
Hall to distribute to the poor. 
Traffic police will also provide 
masks for bicyclists and motor-
cyclists without them. 

“Please all of you wear masks 
so that we can end the ‘novem-
ber 3 event’ as soon as pos-
sible,” he said, referring to the 
november 3 visit of Hungarian 
minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade Peter Szijjarto who later 
tested positive for Covid-19 in 
the Thai capital bangkok.

Four officials tested positive 
for Covid-19 and more than 
1,000 people had been tested 
for the virus after they were in 
contact with Szijjarto, accord-
ing to the ministry of Health. 

Hun Sen urged those self-
quarantining at home to con-
tinue to do so and instructed lo-
cal authorities to monitor them 
and aid poor families losing 
money while in quarantine.

minister of Foreign Affairs 
and International Coopera-
tion Prak Sokhonn, who is 
also in quarantine, said on 
november 12 that his health 
was normal. He said he was 

tested twice for Covid-19 and 
received negative results.

“my body temperature is 
normal and I eat and sleep 
well . . . We are practising pre-
ventive measures seriously. We 
wear masks and gloves, wash 
hands frequently, maintain 
social distancing and monitor 
our health regularly,” he said.  

The health ministry said on 
november 12 that as of novem-
ber 12, there were 301 cases of 
Covid-19 in the country, with 
288 recoveries and no deaths. 

To prevent the spread of 
Covid-19 in the Kingdom, it said 
it had changed requirements for 
travellers entering the country. 
All foreign and Cambodian pas-
sengers on inbound flights will 
now be required to undergo 14-
day quarantine and get tested 
for Covid-19 even if none of their 
fellow passengers tests positive. 

Foreign passengers with a 
health insurance letter confirm-
ing a negative Covid-19 result 
must do the same. And those 
with a guarantor who submit-
ted schedules to authorities pri-
or to arrival in the Kingdom will 
be allowed to leave quarantine 
for certain work events if their 
test comes back negative.

All incoming visitors 
face 14-day quarantine

Commerce ministry 
again on the hunt for 
virus opportunists
Voun Dara

THe ministry of Commerce 
will continue to check the 
quality of alcohol and monitor 
the price of masks in the mar-
kets and pharmacies. 

The enforcement is to pre-
vent price gouging by oppor-
tunistic vendors trying to take 
advantage of the recent Covid-
19 panic. 

Department of Consumer 
Protection, Competition and 
Fraud Prevention director-
general Phan oun told The 
Post on november 12 that 
masks, alcohol and hand san-
itisers were in high demand in 
Cambodia when the pandem-
ic first began in January. That 
provided an opportunity for 
opportunists to sell fake and 
unqualified products.

oun said officials had 
retrieved and destroyed 94 
tonnes of fake alcohol between 
march and november. 

“We found 94 tonnes of fake 
alcohol containing methanol 
and have sent some owners of 
these fake products to court,” 
he said 

oun said people now fear an 
outbreak of Covid-19 in the 
country and might stockpiled 
tools to protect themselves. 

To prevent price gouging, he 
said the department had 
advised its officials in Phnom 
Penh and provinces to check 
the quality and price of these 
products regularly, thought no 
abnormalities had been 
reported as of november 11. 

“We made our officials check 
alcohol and observe mask 
prices to prevent deception,” 
he said. 

officials also warned ven-
dors against selling counterfeit 
or substandard products that 
could endanger health and life 
and advised consumers not to 
buy alcohol products without 
a clear label.

Commerce officials are back checking mask prices and sanitiser. ccf

Prey veng’s flood-affected 
farmers receive rice seeds

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

m
InISTer of In-
terior Sar Kheng 
distributed an-
other 350 tonnes 

of rice seeds to 3,500 families 
affected by floods in Prey 
veng province on november 
12, according to Keo vy, a se-
nior adviser at the national 
Committee for Disaster man-
agement (nCDm).

vy said that as the floods be-
gan to recede at the end of oc-
tober, more than 6,000 tonnes 
of rice seeds and vegetable 
seeds were distributed to farm-
ers in 10 provinces including 
Pursat, battambang, banteay 
meanchey, Kratie, Kampot, 
Kampong Thom, Tbong Kh-

mum, Prey veng, Kampong 
Cham and Stung Treng.

“The distribution of rice 
seeds and vegetable seeds to 
flood-affected farmers is one 
of the government’s most im-
portant post-flood response 
programmes. This pro-
gramme facilitates the eco-
nomic recovery for farmers in 
rural areas and helps ensure 
sustainable food security in 
Cambodia,” he said.

vy added this programme 
was not yet finished.

During his visit to distribute 
the seeds in Prey veng on the 
morning of november 12, Sar 
Kheng said giving aid to farm-
ers was an urgent measure. 

“People already know that 
the government, through local 

authorities and the participa-
tion from generous people, 
have provided a series of 
emergency assistance [pro-
grammes] to the people dur-
ing this difficult time,” he said.

Sar Kheng said Prey vang 
produces more rice than any 
other provinces in the coun-
try, partly because of modern 
techniques and harvesting 
two to three times per year.

He said the switch from tra-
ditional farming to modern 
farming decreased the de-
mand for farmers and many 
have gone on to find work in 
the textile, construction and 
tourism industries.

“The provision of rice seeds 
and vegetable seeds is still 
important because it will 

help farmers cultivate [crops] 
and restore family life. The 
government is trying to im-
prove the living conditions 
for people,” Kheng said.

According to a report by 
acting governor Suon malin, 
floods affected the livelihoods 
of 3,500 families and damaged 
more than 77km of roads built 
with commune funds, 150m 
of canals, 65 drainage systems 
and 3,500ha of rice.

As per government policy, 
poor farmers affected by the 
floods will receive 100kg of rice 
seeds and 25kg of rice per fam-
ily as well as six types of vege-
table seeds dependent on their 
actual situation. extra materials 
and groceries are also available 
in certain circumstances.

Interior minister Sar Kheng distributed another 350 tonnes of rice seeds to families affected by floods in Prey Veng province. sar kheng facebook

one-window plans improvements
Nov Sivutha

THe ministry of Public Works 
and Transport is pushing through 
a plan to further improve and 
expand the so-called one-win-
dow service at the local level.

The one window services are 
meant to promote public serv-
ice by bringing services closer 
to the people in a simple, trans-
parent, accountable and effi-
cient way, all in one location.

General Department of Land 
Transport director-general 
Chhuon vorn told The Post on 
november 11 the ministry is 
discussing how to better del-
egate public services and reor-
ganise them in an online plat-
form to ensure accuracy at the 
sub-national level. 

“The ministry’s working group 
is discussing how many types of 
services we will provide through 
the one-window service. 

“For services we used to pro-
vide like registering a motor-
cycle, or a vehicle under five 
tonnes, and business registra-
tion in Phnom Penh and prov-
inces, we will classify them 
through the technology sys-
tem to determine what can be 
done at the sub-national level 
and what services need to be 
handled at a higher level. We 
will then propose to the lead-
ers to decide,” he said. 

vorn said there has never 
been a problem with registra-
tion through the one-window 
service. This time, the ministry 
is creating an account so that 
it is more convenient.

He said the ministry has 
been preparing the work for 
many months and will test it 
as many times as possible. It 
cannot be used immediately 
after it is done.

He said besides convenience 
for service providers and receiv-
ers, the ministry wants to pro-
vide services to more people in 
more places so they do not have 
to travel from afar to Phnom 
Penh or other provinces. They 
only need to provide documents 
in one place and they will 
receive all services. It is conven-
ient and on time, he said.

San Chey, executive direc-
tor of the nGo Affiliated net-
work for Social Accountabil-
ity, said he supported the 
ministry’s effort in organis-
ing the registration system to 
be more convenient. It will 
bring public services closer to 
local people, he said.

“I like things that are benefi-
cial for the public and help 
people. This will enhance the 
diversity of services for people 
and it is very good,” he said. Transport ministry senior official Chhuon Vorn said improving public service is the goal. public works ministry



Drug trafficker 
is wounded in 
shootout with 
Kandal police

A MAN suspected of trafficking 
drugs was wounded after he 
exchanged gunfire with police 

in Kandal province on November 10.
The suspect, who was armed 

with an AK-47 assault rifle and 
shot in the leg during the raid, is 
being treated at the Chey Chum-
neas Referral Hospital in Kandal 
province’s Takhmao town.

Provincial police chief Chhoeun 
Sochet told The Post on November 
12 the suspect was under strict 
police guard. 

More than 100 police officers 
took part in the arrests of the 27-
year-old. 

His wife and two daughters were 
also present at the house in Thkol 
village, in Sa’ang district’s Troeuy 
Sla commune. 

Sochet led his forces to the house 
at around 2pm on November 10 but 
did not detain him until the early 
hours of November 11.  The man 
shot 20 rounds at the police who 
fired back until he was hit. 

“We tried not to exchange fire 
with the suspect but were forced to 
do so in self-defence,” he said. 

Commune police chief Puy Try 
said police were able to arrest the 
man once he was shot.

“The suspect’s mother begged him 
until she was able to take away the 
rifle and handed it to police,” he said.

According to a provincial police 
report, police seized evidence in-
cluding the AK-47 rifle, 15 bullets, 
11 bullet casings and a magazine in 
the raid. Nov Sivutha
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 Jobs training set for 1,600 youths
Voun Dara

b
ASKInG in the success of 
its last project to train 2,000 
poor youth in job skills, 
Plan International Cambo-

dia announced it will implement a 
new three-year project in Siem reap 
and ratanakkiri provinces.

Plan International Cambodia dep-
uty country director for programmes 
Yi Kimthan told The Post on no-
vember 12 that in the first four-year 
project – 2013-2017 – 1,904 students 
received vocational training. 

of the graduates, 71 per cent re-
ceived jobs or created occupations 
of their own. He said it encouraged 
the organisation to start a new 2020-
2023 project – “Skills for Success” 
– for 1,600 vulnerable youths from 
Siem reap and ratanakkiri. 

“Given the successful experience 
of the old project, Plan International 
Cambodia decided to continue with 
this new project. It will contribute to 
improving economic power and pro-
moting gender equality,” he said.

Kimthan said the focus of the proj-
ect is on vulnerable students and 
youths from poor families classified 
as Level 1 and 2, especially indig-
enous people. The focus of the new 
project is also on girls because they 
can face higher risk of unemploy-
ment and dropout because of young 
marriage. 

“We train them in vocational skills 
by conducting a clear research study 
into the current needs of the market 
to determine what skills they should 
learn to fit the job market and get 
decent jobs,” he said.

Phun Lat, 24, from Siem reap prov-
ince’s banteay Srei district, dropped 

out of school in the ninth grade in 
2016. Having listened to a Plan In-
ternational Cambodia presentation 
about vocational skills, she decided 
to ask her parents if she could study 
to be a receptionist. 

She said her life changed almost 
completely from a vulnerable girl to 
a skills learner. She is currently con-
tinuing her reception skills learn-
ing at a university and working as a 
technical trainer at a centre in Siem 
reap, according to Plan Internation-
al Cambodia.  

Programme officer Ann Thy said 

that as part of the first project, the 
organisation trained youths in skills 
that met the needs of the job market 
in Cambodia. 

These skills included small motor-
cycle repair, electronic device repair, 
computer software, cooking, sewing, 
construction, plumbing, electricity 
and air conditioning repair. 

“Having gone through the experi-
ence of the first project successfully, 
Plan International and its partners 
are united behind this new project. 
Young people have two options. 
The first training takes place at a 

skills training centre or an institute. 
The second training takes place at 
a workshop or a shop that students 
can go to directly,” he said.

The organisation is working in co-
operation with the bandos Komar 
Association, the regional Polytech-
nic Institute Techo Sen Siem reap 
and the ratanakkiri vocational 
Training Centre. 

The implementation of the project 
is under the assistance of the German 
Federal ministry of economic Coop-
eration and Development (bmZ) and 
Plan International Germany.

The organisation will launch its second training programme in Siem Reap and Ratanakkiri provinces. plaN iNterNatioNal cambodia
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Soth Koemsoeun

THree people involved in 
a land dispute with a major 
general were sentenced to 
one year in prison and fined 
four million riel ($1,000) after 
the oddar meanchey provin-
cial court found them guilty 
of trying to grab 600ha in An-
long veng district. 

The three represented 89 fam-
ilies in Anlong veng district’s Tra-
paing brei commune. The com-
plaint against them was filed by 
major General ouk Kimly. 

one of the sentenced, noe-
un Savuth, called the decision 
unfair and said he plans to file 
an appeal. 

“The land belongs to the 89 
families who have lived there 
since 2017. Kimly bulldozed 
their land and they protested. 
There were more tractors and 
the people stopped them,” 
said Savuth, 50, who along 
with two colleagues were lat-
er brought into court.

According to the court’s 
warrant, the other two repre-
sentatives are Soeun Pach, 44 
and van Chamroeun, 49. 

Pach said on november 11 
that he and his colleagues 
were named in a complaint 
by men Sareth and Teang Lay 
who work for Kimly.  

“We are not satisfied with the 
oddar meanchey court’s deci-
sion. We have suffered injus-
tice and will file a complaint to 
the Court of Appeal,” he said. 

Provincial court spokesman 

Hal Chheng Hong said on no-
vember 11 that during the hear-
ing, Judge John Sopheak sus-
pended the prison sentences. 

“The court sentenced them 
already. If they are not satis-
fied, they can file a complaint 
to the Appeal Court. If they 
want to appeal, they can come 
to meet me and I will tell them 
about the procedure in filling 
out the form,” he said. 

Anlong veng district governor 
Hor Chin virakyuth said the 
case was now out of his hands. 

“We created a committee to 
tackle this dispute many years 
ago, but both parties did not 
accept mediation from au-
thorities. They then filed com-
plaints to the court. They said 
they have been living on the 
land for many years already 
but they do not have legal land 
titles yet. The other side [plain-
tiff] said the people encroached 
on his land,” veng said. 

Kimly could not be reached 
for comment.  

Chea Hean, head of the envi-
ronmental watchdog ACnCI-
Po, observed the case and said 
the court’s decision is an in-
justice for people who are true 
victims of the land dispute. 

He said the court must con-
duct a specific investigation 
before punishing them in an 
unjust way.

“I think the decision is injus-
tice for the true victims. I call 
on them to file a complaint to 
the Appeal Court and I will help 
them find lawyers,” he said.

Three sentenced in o 
meanchey land row

neC: IT plays important role in 
Indian parliamentary election
Nov Sivutha

T
He national election 
Committee (neC) on 
november 12 high-
lighted the role of 

information technology (IT) 
in elections after observing 
an online parliamentary elec-
tion in the bihar state of India 
from november 5-7. 

neC spokesman Dim So-
vannarom told The Post that 
observing the election was an 
opportunity to learn about 
good election practices and 
the use of IT.

He said having attentively 
observed the three-day on-
line election from Cambodia, 
the neC was of the view that 
IT played an important role 
in the electoral process in In-
dia. He said almost all stages 
of the electoral process had 
been equipped with informa-
tion and communications 
technology (ICT) with a Sys-
tematic voter education and 
electoral Participation Pro-
gramme (SveeP). 

electronic voting machines 
(evm) were used for the elec-
tion as 73 million voters cast 
their ballots in a short time 
with little risk of voter fraud. 

He said evms were tested 
before the election and rec-
ognised by political party ob-
servers who were present at 
the electoral offices.

It is the first time the neC 
had the opportunity to ob-
serve an election online. It re-
cently joined an online inter-
national election observation 
programme with more than 
40 other countries.

Korng Savang, the senior 
observer of the Committee 
for Free and Fair elections in 
Cambodia (Comfrel), said each 
country has different ways of 
managing elections and neC 
should learn from various 
countries. The organisation of 

a multi-party liberal democracy 
election was important, he said. 

“neC should learn more 
about the positives while they 
experience elections held 
amid a pandemic. While it is 
impossible to know whether 
such an online election is 
flawed or not, it is okay to 
gain experience from the ob-
servation,” he said.

He said the good experience 
can be applied to elections in 
Cambodia in the future. 

The neC said bihar has 243 

assembly constituencies, of 
which 71 seats went to the 
polls on october 28, 94 went 
on november 3 and 78 on 
november 7.

The outcome of the elec-
tion in the state was an-
nounced after the ballots had 
been counted by the national 
election Committee of India 
on november 10. The results 
showed the bharatiya Janata 
Party (bJP) had received most 
of the seats in the bihar Legis-
lative Assembly.

The National Election Commission (NEC) recently joined an online international election observation  
programme with more than 40 other countries. NEC
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Khouth Sophak Chakrya

mAnY couples in Cambodia are 
putting wedding celebrations on 
hold because of Covid-19 while oth-
ers are seeking alternatives.

Some parents and couples not 
wishing to delay have decided to 
shift from a traditional wedding 
ceremony to a smaller betrothal 
ceremony in front of family altars, 
where the couple seeks approval 
from ancestors of both families.  

minister of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries veng Sakhon, who 
is under quarantine after meeting 
Covid-19 positive Hungarian minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs and Trade Pe-
ter Szijjarto on november 3, said on 
november 10 he was also postpon-
ing one of his children’s wedding. 

“We as parents would like to in-
form distinguished guests that our 
children’s wedding that was set to 
take place on november 20 at the 
Koh Pich Convention and exhibi-
tion Centre will be postponed,” Sak-
hon wrote in a Facebook post.

Four officials tested positive 
for Covid-19 and more than 1,000 
people have been tested for the vi-
rus after they were in contact with 
Szijjarto, according to the ministry 
of Health. 

others took to social media with 
similar announcements. Pursat resi-
dent van Kimmuy posted on her Fa-
cebook account the postponement 
of her wedding that was scheduled 
for november 21.

“We apologise to all the guests that 
our wedding will be postponed due 

to Covid-19,” she wrote.
Koy Pisey, ministry of Tourism 

secretary of state and vice-chair 
of the Cambodian border Affairs 
Committee, postponed her wed-
ding in march. She told The Post on 
november 11 that to help prevent 
the spread of Covid-19, marriage, 
which she said was a personal mat-
ter, should wait.

“For public safety in our coun-
try and to prevent the spread of 
Covid-19, our family has decided 
to put the wedding celebration on 
hold,” she said.

Pisey said large gatherings such 
as weddings, birthdays and house-
warmings should be cancelled or de-
layed or reduced to a smaller family 
level. 

Seng Thavrak, a resident of russey 
Keo district’s Kilometre 6 commune 
in Phnom Penh, is pushing ahead 
with his wedding on november 16. 
He told The Post he had already 
postponed it once in may. 

“We will obey the ministry of 
Health rules to prevent the spread 
of Covid-19 by changing the wed-
ding to a smaller praying ceremo-
ny according to Khmer tradition,” 
he said.

on november 10, the health min-
istry reiterated its call for the public 
to maintain social distancing to pre-
vent community transmission. 

The new guidelines advise people 
to avoid social gatherings like wed-
ding ceremonies, national ceremo-
nies, traditional ceremonies, music 
performances, travelling, eating out 
and large birthday parties.

Weddings on hold as 
Covid-19 lingers on

Wild meat trade targeted
Niem Chheng

S
everAL research institutions, 
including the International 
Centre of research in Agrono-
my for Development (CIrAD) 

and the Institut Pasteur du Cambodge 
(IPC), are cooperating with relevant 
ministries on ZooCov – a project aim-
ing to provide insight into wild meat 
trade chains in Cambodia. 

ZooCov will also document the 
diversity of beta-coronaviruses cir-
culating through these chains, and 
develop a flexible and integrated 
early-detection system of transmis-
sion events, according to Dr vero-
nique Chevalier, the project coordi-
nator with CIrAD and IPC.

She said the project, which started 
in April, will be conducted in Stung 
Treng and mondulkiri provinces for 18 
months. The two provinces were se-
lected because wildlife trade and con-
sumption has been reported there as 
well as the existence of bat colonies.

Project members have gathered an 
initial batch of human and animal 
samples. They have also interviewed 
people who have been exposed to 
wildlife meat as well as people who 
have not, Chevalier said.

The interviews carried out focused on 
people’s perception of disease risk since 
the emergence of H5n1, or “bird flu”. 

The research team is currently working 
to improve the existing wildlife health 
surveillance network piloted by the 
Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS).

“The main benefits for people will be 
an assessment of potential or existing 
risks at the animal-human interface 
through wildlife meat markets and 
consumption in Cambodia. [Another] 
contribution will be defining effective 

surveillance and prevention measures 
in this country,” Chevalier said.

The project is being worked on by 
multiple parties including the min-
istries of Health; Agriculture, Forest-
ry and Fisheries; environment; the 
Forestry Administration and local 
authorities from the two provinces. 

The WCS, Flora and Fauna Inter-
national, the French Institute of re-
search for Development and Hong 
Kong University are also partners, 
according to an IPC press release 
published on november 11.

The press release said over the last 
20 years, three of the major epidemics 
– severe acute respiratory syndrome 
(SArS), middle east respiratory Syn-
drome (merS) and Covid-19 – shows 
that potential transmission of patho-
gens from animal to humans presents 
a serious threat to public health.

environment ministry spokes-
person neth Pheaktra praised the 

research efforts and said the project 
would prevent wildlife crimes.

“The environment ministry is 
happy to cooperate on this project 
because this research is vital for 
public health, not just for Cambodia 
but for the whole world. The minis-
try called on people to stop touch-
ing and eating wildlife meat to avoid 
contracting diseases and to protect 
the wildlife resource,” he said.

Pheaktra said his ministry had pre-
sented several educational works to 
people to spread knowledge of the 
risks of consuming wildlife meat 
and the legal consequences con-
nected to the wildlife meat markets.

He said when people stop eating wild 
meat, poaching would stop as well.

“Please don’t believe that eating 
wildlife makes you healthy or heals 
diseases. It instead causes health 
problems and can transmit diseas-
es,” he said.

ZooCov – a project aimed at devaluing the wildlife meat market – launched in April. ipc

Long Kimmarita

ForTY-TWo officials of 
Chaom Chao I commune in 
Phnom Penh’s Por Sen Chey 
district, including commune 
council members and village 
chiefs, said they are plan-
ning to submit a petition to 
district governor Hem Darith 
requesting the removal of 
current commune chief Kang 
vong from office for irregu-
larities in his leadership. 

According to the petition dat-
ed november 6, vong – a for-
mer member of the Supreme 
Court-dissolved Cambodia 
national rescue Party (CnrP) 
– lacked leadership skills, was 
immoral, corrupt and conde-
scending to his subordinates.

The petition cited a lack of 
trust from all officials in the 
commune chief, who was 
also blamed for delays in 
public projects.

The maligned commune 
chief told The Post that he 
had done his best to serve the 
people in the commune, but 
such allegations were com-
mon. He said it always hap-
pens between managers and 
subordinates and brushed it 
off as a mere work dispute.

“I’ve spent time with peo-
ple. I never have any free 
time because as a commune 
chief, I have a role to meet 
the needs of the people. I do 
not love power. I’ve never ne-

glected my duties. For bonus-
es awarded to subordinates, 
I divide them according to 
rank and position, and if any 
subordinate does not work, 
he or she does not receive the 
bonus,” vong said.

“I believe the management 
will make the right decision 
and I have no regrets about 
being a part of social service.”

vong was serving as com-
mune chief in 2017 while he 
was still a CnrP member. 
The opposition party was 
banned that year and while 
in office, vong switched al-
legiances to the CPP.

Sou Sarath, a commune 
council member who is cur-
rently out of work due to 
health issues and who thumb-
printed the petition, told The 
Post on november 12 that the 
petition was submitted to a 
CPP delegation in the district 
on november 10. 

“our first step is to ask the dis-
trict party committee to resolve 
the issue and replace vong. If 
no measures are taken, we will 
continue to submit the petition 
through other avenues until we 
can replace him,” he said.

Pa Chanroeun, president 
of the nGo Cambodian In-
stitute for Democracy, said 
according to administrative 
principles, subordinates have 
the right to request to change 
their leader through the min-
istry of Interior.

Petition in the works 
for removal of Chaom 
Chao I commune chief
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rCeP nations 
set to sign 
blockbuster 
trade deal
A ministeriAl meeting of Ja-
pan, China, south Korea and 
12 other countries participat-
ing in negotiations for the re-
gional Comprehensive eco-
nomic Partnership (rCeP) was 
held via videoconference on 
Wednesday, and final arrange-
ments were made for the agree-
ment to be signed at its summit 
meeting on sunday.

When the agreement comes 
into force, it will be a multilater-
al free trade agreement that also 
includes the AseAn member 
states and accounts for about 30 
per cent of the world’s gross do-
mestic product (GDP).

trade with rCeP member 
countries accounts for nearly 
50 per cent of Japan’s total trade 
value. this will be the first free 
trade agreement with China and 
south Korea, which will provide 
a boost to exports of agricultural 
and other Japanese products.

the meeting was held behind 
closed doors with minister of 
economy, trade and industry 
Hiroshi Kajiyama in attendance. 
it is believed that in addition to 
finalising the agreement’s consis-
tency with the domestic laws of 
each country, the ministers also 
confirmed that special provisions 
will be made to allow india, which 
withdrew from the negotiations 
last fall, to return at any time.

At the beginning of the meet-
ing, vietnamese minister of 
industry and trade tran tuan 
Anh indicated that the agree-
ment will be signed soon.

“We are approaching a his-
toric phase, our goal,” he said. 
“We have successfully reached 
a conclusion.”

After about eight years, the ne-
gotiations have almost concluded 
and the countries are expected to 
make a final confirmation of the 
agreement before signing it at a 
videoconference on sunday.

the agreement consists of 20 
areas, including the reduction 
and elimination of tariffs, rules 
for electronic commerce and the 
relaxation of restrictions on for-
eign investment. since developed 
and emerging countries, whose 
economic development greatly 
differ, will be participating in the 
agreement, it will not seek uni-
form cuts in tariff rates or rules.

Japan is also expected to ex-
clude imports of “five key com-
modities”, such as rice, beef and 
pork, from the tariff review.

the new agreement will not 
allow negotiations by new 
members for 18 months after it 
comes into effect. However, in 
light of the fact that india had 
been a member from the start 
of the negotiations, the mem-
ber countries intend to prepare 
a special document to allow in-
dia to return to the agreement at 
any time through special mea-
sures. THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/ASIA 
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The Post inks moU with CsX 
May Kunmakara

t
He Cambodia securities ex-
change Co ltd (CsX) and The 
Phnom Penh Post will work 
together to provide investors 

and the public with reliable informa-
tion on the developments in the King-
dom’s blossoming capital market.

A memorandum of understand-
ing (moU) to this end was signed on 
thursday at the bourse’s headquar-
ters between CsX Ceo Hong sok 
Hour and ly tayseng, the publisher 
and Ceo of Post media Co ltd, which 
produces The Phnom Penh Post, Post 
Khmer and their digital channels.

tayseng pointed out the capital 
market’s vital role in driving national 
economic growth.

He lauded the government – with a 
special nod to the ministry of econ-
omy and Finance – for its invaluable 
efforts in setting up the CsX and the 
securities and exchange Commis-
sion of Cambodia (seCC), the securi-
ties regulator.

He said the market has maintained 
smooth operations despite a number 
of headwinds, a feat which he called 
“a very encouraging sign”.

“For us in the media, we are com-
mitted to do whatever we can to 
contribute to the market’s develop-
ment and the Cambodian economy 
as whole – that’s why we see coop-
eration between the CsX and The 
Phnom Penh Post as critical for the 
industry,” he said.

sok Hour tipped his hat to The Post, 
lauding it as a comprehensive me-
dia outlet and the Kingdom’s leading 
capital market news provider since 
the CsX’s inception in 2011.

He said: “We are honoured to work 
with you now as we formalise coop-
eration on the moU.  CsX is a limited 

enterprise which is majority-owned by 
the royal Government of Cambodia.

“We are only running the infrastruc-
ture for the trading platform but we 
are giving it our all to make it easier to 
raise funds in the private sector and 
uplift economic growth. At the same 
time, we provide a variety of tools for 
people in Cambodia to invest.

“i hope that both parties will ben-
efit from the cooperation and can 
work together to further aid Cambo-
dia in its pursuit of prosperity.”

in may, Post media signed an moU 
with the seCC that grants The Post 
exclusive rights to publish a series of 
educational articles written with in-
put from the securities regulator.

the main objective of the weekly 
articles (published on monday) is to 
provide readers a better understand-
ing of how the securities market 
works in Cambodia.

the CsX welcomed its first domesti-
cally listed company, the state-owned 
utility Phnom Penh Water supply Au-

thority (PWsA), on April 18, 2012.
there are currently 13 listed firms 

in the Kingdom – seven stock-listed 
and six corporate bond-listed. the 13 
companies have raised a combined 
$253 million and the stock index in-
creased more than 57 per cent last 
year over 2018, CsX data show.

in the first nine months of this 
year, two companies listed stocks 
and three listed bonds. the five firms 
have raised a combined $92 million, 
the data show.

silkAir adds flight to Phnom Penh schedule
Thou Vireak

silKAir (singapore) Pte ltd is increas-
ing its flight frequency between Phnom 
Penh and singapore with a third week-
ly flight on saturdays, according to 
Cambodia Airports’ Facebook page.

the other flights offered are on tues-
days and sundays, with an estimated 
Phnom Penh arrival time at 5:35pm and 
departure to singapore one hour later.

Cambodia Airports communica-
tions and public relations director 
Khek norinda told The Post on thurs-

day that shanghai, China-based low-
cost carrier spring Airlines Co ltd is 
also scheduled to add a second route 
to nanjing, the capital of China’s east-
ern Jiangsu province.

He noted that the airline already 
operates a route between Phnom Penh 
and shanghai.

“silkAir contributes in feeding traffic 
from regional and secondary airports 
[like Cambodia’s] to singapore’s air-
port hub and the global network of 
singapore Airlines [ltd], an affiliated 
company of silkAir,” norinda said.

He noted that Korean Air Co ltd and 
Asiana Airlines inc operate four week-
ly flights between Phnom Penh and 
seoul, while eva Air Corp operates 
four weekly flights between Phnom 
Penh and taipei.

this is the most frequently that airlines 
currently operate the same route to and 
from Cambodia, he said, adding that the 
routes mostly serve connections.

Cambodia Association of travel 
Agents (Cata) president Chhay sivlin 
said the aviation sector in the King-
dom still faces Covid-19 turbulence.

she said: “the increase in flight fre-
quency is likely to be a result of high 
demand, which bodes well for Cambodia. 

However, travellers at this time are not 
tourists, but mostly businesspeople.”

norinda added that the volume of 
passengers at the country’s three air-
ports dropped by more than 78 per cent 
in the first 10 months of this year. 

there are currently 17 airlines oper-
ating from the Kingdom’s internation-
al airports.

Cambodia Airports is the developer 
and operator of the Kingdom’s three 
international airports.

singapore Airlines is singapore’s flag 
carrier airline and its hub is singapore 
Changi Airport. it describes silkAir as a 
“wholly-owned subsidiary” and a “region-
al wing [that] flies to more than 40 desti-
nations across Asia and the Pacific”.

the Kingdom welcomed 1,247,680 
international visitors in the first nine 
months of this year, down 74.1 per 
cent year-on-year from 4,814,306, the 
ministry of tourism reported.

siem reap province’s world-famous 
Angkor Archaeological Park welcomed 
396,241 international visitors in the 
first nine months of this year, raking 
in $18.4 million, according to data 
from Angkor enterprise, the state-
owned institution in charge of Angkor 
income management.

CSX CEO Hong Sok Hour (centre left) and Post Media CEO Ly Tayseng (centre right) pose for a photograph following the signing. HONG MENEA

SilkAir will operate three weekly flights between Phnom Penh and Singapore – on Tuesdays, 
Saturdays and Sundays. SILKAIR
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C
HINESE-owned industrial 
park developer and op-
erator QiLu (Cambodia) 
Special Economic Zone Co 

Ltd on Thursday signed a strategic 
partnership with Environmental 
Protection Industry Associations of 
Cambodia (Epiac).

QiLu is behind a 450ha special 
economic zone (SEZ) planned for 
Svay Rieng town, the administrative 
centre of the eponymous province, 
which is expected to cost $1 billion.

It says the SEZ will be 4km from 
the town centre just south of Na-
tional Road 1. Blueprints of the in-
dustrial zone show that the project 
is on the northern bank of a river.

The deal aims to guide QiLu in cre-
ating an integrated environmentally 
friendly SEZ that “welcomes foreign 
investors to the border province”.

Speaking at the signing ceremo-
ny, QiLu director Xing Baoguo said 
the government issued a sub-de-
cree on March 28, 2017 establish-
ing the SEZ.

He said the zone would be built in 
three phases – Phase I will be laid on 
215ha, Phase II will cover 145ha and 
Phase III will add 90ha.

It would be partitioned by indus-
try into six areas – garments, textiles, 
light industrial products, machine 
components, construction material 
and chemicals, he added.

“With the fast development of 
Cambodia’s economy, there is the 
focus on ecology and environment 
as keys for the country’s sustainable 
economic growth.

“To ensure the Cambodia’s natural 
resources are managed more ap-
propriately and act as a compass in 
additional industrial zone projects, 
QiLu has put ecology and environ-
ment at the top of our development 

plan agenda.
“Today, we joined hands with Epi-

ac to promote a green development 
for our industrial zone and to build 
an exceptional first environmental 
protection industrial zone in Cam-
bodia,” Xing said.

Epiac director Choon Yik Thong 
said environmental protection has 
been a focal point of the government’s 
administration since the dawn of in-
dustrialisation in Cambodia.

He pointed out that the Kingdom 
has lost out on many would-be in-
vestors who were put off by a lack of 
waste water treatment facilities and 
technical support.

He said: “Since its inception, Epiac 
has been actively engaging with var-
ious factories and industrial zones 
within Cambodia in order to find 

ways to improve waste water treat-
ment facilities and processes.

“Now finally the first and so far 
only environmental friendly in-
dustrial zone is planned to be set 
up very soon, with cooperation be-
tween QiLu and Epiac and of course 
with the support and blessing of the 
Ministry of Environment and Svay 
Rieng [provincial] governor [Men 
Vibol],” he said.

Speaking as a witness at the sign-
ing ceremony, Garment Manufac-
turers Association in Cambodia 
(GMAC) deputy secretary-general 
Kaing Monika said equipping QiLu’s 
project with state-of-the-art facili-
ties and infrastructure with the en-
vironment in mind was sure to en-
tice more investors.

He said: “We [GMAC] laud the 

partnership. It is sure to make the 
zone more environmentally friendly 
and make the are more attractive for 
investment.

“Investment in adequate facilities 
and good infrastructure doesn’t only 
make it easier for investors but also 
breeds additional investment. 

“QiLu will become a role-model 
industrial zone in Cambodia in 
terms of environmental protection 
and environmental friendliness.”

The value of the exports from the 
Kingdom’s SEZs were to the tune of 
$2.688 billion last year, representing a 
27 per cent surge over 2018, Ministry 
of Economy and Finance data show.

As of the end of last year, there were 
465 companies operating in the King-
dom’s 54 SEZs employing more than 
100,000 workers, the figures show.

JAPAN’S Nomura Real Estate Devel-
opment Co Ltd has agreed to par-
ticipate in a condominium housing 
project within the Ecopark project, a 
large-scale development undertak-
en by Ecopark Corp JSC in Hanoi.

Ecopark Corp is a Vietnamese de-
veloper that has been engaging in the 
ongoing Ecopark project for over a 
decade and boasts one of the highest 
levels of brand power in the area.

The Ecopark project covers ap-
proximately 500ha, making it one of 
the largest township developments in 
Vietnam, and features residential, of-
fice, retail, school, park and other ur-
ban functions combined with abun-
dant natural spaces spanning over 
100ha of greenery and waterfront.

The project is located in Phase 
II of the Ecopark urban area, with 
a scale of up to 3,000 apartments. 
It is expected to be completed and 
handed over in 2024-2025.

In Vietnam, Nomura joined the 
Phu My Hung project in 2015, and 
has since been engaging in condo-
minium housing and office building 
projects in Ho Chi Minh City. This 
will be Nomura’s first project in the 
Vietnamese capital.

Centred on a partnership between 
the two companies, Nomura will 
contribute to further enhancing the 
Ecopark project’s added value while 
engaging in the project from the 
planning and design stages by utilis-
ing the housing business insight cul-
tivated in Japan, as well as its track 
record and expertise in Vietnam.

The Nomura Real Estate Group 
has positioned its overseas busi-
ness as a growth field in its new 
mid- to long-term business plan 
(effective until March 2028), and it 
plans to invest approximately 300 
billion yen ($2.8 billion) in over-
seas projects by March 2028.

Furthermore, by the end of that 
term, with the aim of increasing its 
profit ratio to 15-20 per cent overall, 
Nomura will continue to actively ex-
pand its overseas business by devel-
oping projects in new countries and 
growing its business in markets that it 
has already entered, such as Vietnam, 
the Philippines, Thailand and China.

This is not the first time that Eco-
park Group has chosen to cooperate 
with Japanese enterprises investing 
in urban areas. Waseda Academy of 
Medicine Japan also selected Eco-
park as the site of the Tokyo Health 
Science University Vietnam.

Located at the southeast gateway 
of Hanoi, Ecopark is one of the first 
successful ecological megacities in 
the country. Ecopark has a full range 
of real estate products, from modern 
high-end apartments, to commercial 
town houses and upscale villas.

The developer plans to launch 
the Solforest project, developed un-
der the vertical forest model, on the 
market. Solforest is a 41-storey green 
tower over 150m high, with more than 
400 tropical gardens. When complet-
ed, Solforest will be one of the tall-
est green towers in the world. VIET NAM 
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Chinese spend $100B on Singles Day
CHINESE shoppers splurged 
more than $100 billion in the 
world’s biggest shopping 
event of the year, in a huge 
spending spree that suggests 
the country’s all-important 
army of consumers is fight-
ing back after months of 
pandemic agony.

Hundreds of millions 
used online stores to scoop 
up bargains in the Singles’ 
Day consumer marathon 
that dwarfs the US “Black 
Friday” phenomenon.

Everything from jewel-
lery and video games to 
furniture and food was 
sold on the country’s big-
gest e-commerce plat-
forms run by tech titans 
Alibaba and JD.com.

While “Singles’ Day” – 
so-called for its annual 
11.11 date – has long been 
a 24-hour event, its creator 
Alibaba has expanded it to 
an 11-day promotion be-
ginning November 1.

Alibaba on Thursday said 
it took 498.2 billion yuan 
($74 billion) worth of orders 
during the extravaganza, 
a 26 per cent rise on the 
same period last year, while 
JD.com recorded sales valu-
ing 271.5 billion yuan.

However Alibaba did not 
publish a tally for Wednes-
day’s takings, making it 
hard to directly compare 
sales. Last year, sales on 

Alibaba platforms alone 
for the 24-hour period to-
talled $38.4 billion.

This year’s event took on 
even more significance as 
it was seen as a bellwether 
of consumer sentiment in 
the world’s number two 
economy as it recovers 
from the pain of coronavi-
rus lockdowns.

“We have benefited from 
the robust recovery of con-
sumption in China,” Jiang 
Fan, president of Alibaba’s 
Tmall and Taobao shop-
ping sites, said in a state-
ment on Thursday.

As the country emerges 
from the effects of the 
virus and containment 
measures, the recovery in 
retail sales has lagged that 
seen in industrial sectors, 
but analysts have said it 

is gaining pace. And the 
temptation of a bargain 
helped that recovery.

“I deliberately stayed up 
until after midnight so I could 
buy the robotic vacuum 
cleaner that I had been eye-
ing for weeks now,” Liu Yu, a 
worker in Beijing, told AFP.

“It was originally over 
4,000 yuan, but it only cost 
a bit over 2,000 on Singles’ 
Day – what a bargain.”

And Sam, a Tianjin-based 
student, said: “I was wait-
ing for this day – I had put 
tons of stuff in the cart al-
ready days before Singles’ 
Day, and when the day 
came, I didn’t even check 
what the discount actually 
was, I just clicked ‘confirm’ 
and bought them all.

“I assume I have saved 
a lot.”

Conceived in 2009 by Ali-
baba as an antidote to Val-
entine’s Day, the event falls 
on the eleventh day of the 
eleventh month, and was 
meant to be an occasion for 
individuals to treat them-
selves to something new.

But it has expanded 
to encompass much of 
China’s entire retail sec-
tor, including traditional 
bricks-and-mortar stores, 
which also offer Singles’ 
Day promotions.

The US was the top 
source of imported prod-
ucts purchased on Ali-
baba platforms during 
this year’s festival, despite 
trade and diplomatic ten-
sions between Beijing and 
Washington.

E-commerce services 
offering nearly every con-
ceivable product at the 
click of a button have tak-
en over China’s retail sector 
in recent years, with Covid-
19 pushing even more 
Chinese to choose online 
shopping over crowded 
supermarkets and malls.

But Chinese regulators 
cast a gloom over the big-
gest e-commerce stretch 
of the year by announcing 
draft antitrust rules that 
signal a looming crack-
down on high-flying in-
ternet giants, causing tech 
shares to tumble. AFP

Japanese real estate giant 
Nomura invests in Ecopark

outlook for 
investment 
remains rosy
Continued from page 1

the number of companies investing in 
Cambodia will recover,” Heng said.

With its recently-signed bilateral 
free trade agreement (FTA) with Chi-
na and similar deals with other coun-
tries firmly on the cards, he voiced 
his hopes that investment figures 
would be back in the green soon.

He said a comprehensive national 
safety net had been put in place to 
prevent Covid-19-induced bank-
ruptcies. 

“The government has rolled out a 
steady stream of measures to encour-
age and support those suffering from 
the effects of Covid-19.

“The government’s introduction of 
Industrial Development Policy 2015-
2025 is a source of pride for us and 
has been a driver of industrial growth. 
I hope the superior new investment 
law [which is on track to be approved] 
next year will further entice more 
investors to Cambodia,” Heng said. 

Royal Academy of Cambodia eco-
nomics researcher Hong Vanak listed 
other culprits behind the disappoint-
ing investment statistics – regional 
geopolitical issues, the ongoing Sino-
US trade disputes and the EU’s 20 per 
cent withdrawal of its ‘Everything But 
Arms’ (EBA) trade scheme.

“Apart from Covid-19 concerns, 
the South China Sea dispute and the 
EBA conundrum have also delayed 
some investment decisions in Cam-
bodia,” he said.

He expressed his confidence that 
Cambodia will have a better shot at 
reeling in investors to set up in the 
Kingdom if it can leverage its geopo-
litical situation and capitalise on its 
FTA with China.

Hundreds of millions of Chinese shoppers used online stores to 
scoop up bargains in the Singles’ Day consumer marathon that 
dwarfs the US ‘Black Friday’ phenomenon. AFP

QiLu’s planned 450ha special economic zone (SEZ) in Svay Rieng town is expected to cost $1 billion. QILU

Green SEZ set for Svay Rieng town
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app-rising cambodia – Start-ups cash in 

on the growing digital sphere
While the development of the app market in the Kingdom has been steady, it is a wonder if 
policies and skills can retain this pace and fervour in the future
Sangeetha Amarthalingam
 

t
He phenomenal growth of 
mobile apps in cambodia 
makes sense. even with a 
population of 16 million, 

the least developed country has 
sustained a year-on-year gross do-
mestic product growth of seven per 
cent and raised income per capita to 
$1,561 in 2018.

part of this boost is driven by a 
fairly young population out of the 
10 million adults.

and they have supported internet 
penetration, which stood at around 
58 per cent along with 9.7 million 
internet users in January this year, 
according to Datareportal.

this makes for a massive captive 
audience which is exactly what at-
tracts local and foreign start-ups 
and app developers alike to capita-
lise on the offerings.

it is evidenced by tens to hundreds 
of thousands of dollars that is poured 
in by investors every year to develop 
apps or concepts using technology 
to resolve issues, increase produc-
tivity or simply create a niche for its 
product in the market.

in fact, the ground is teeming with 
a community of accelarator pro-
grammes and tech incubators that 
have absorbed youths, mostly un-
dergrads and young adults, to brain-
storm on ideas and create start-ups 
that will develop the tech realm in 
cambodia.

With what might seem like a tone 
set for software development growth 
and high internet penetration in 
cambodia, investors view this as a 
potential to test the waters.

one of them is South Korean 
blockchain-based ride-hailing and 
grocery delivery app mvllabs pte 
ltd’s taDa, which entered the mar-
ket in 2019. in December last year, 
it raised $5 million in Serie a fund-
ing which helped expand its existing 
markets, cambodia included. 

“our presence in the cambodian 
market has been rapid within a year 
despite the pandemic,” attested 
poly chim, general manager of mvl 
taDa cambodia ltd, who himself is 
a person with start-up background.

regionally, taDa has grown 330 
per cent year-on-year with about 
600,000 users in that time. in the 
Kingdom, the app has some 200,000 
registered drivers and 20,000 on the 
road.

to date, chim said, taDa has de-
livered almost $1 million worth of 
goods with several hundred mer-
chants onboard.

Seemingly, the pandemic has  
helped some startups grow. as chim 
pointed out, taDa’s numbers is ex-
pected to rise on the back of rising 
e-commerce.

to be sure, most of the consumer 
based online apps have been con-
tinuously working to meet customer 
needs and helped to drive the econ-
omy during the crisis.

looking over the last five years, 
a multitude of digital apps using 
the social media platform or inde-
pendent applications such as food, 

ride-hailing, payment apps, accom-
modation and even super apps have 
flooded the market.

all this helps in providing evi-
dence to the larger digital economy 
model which the country aspires 
to fully adopt. it has implemented 
several policies including the infor-
mation and communications tech-
nology (ict) masterplan 2020 and 
telecomms and ict policy but full 
achievement is still a long way.

For now, cambodia falls behind 
vietnam and aSean as a whole in 
terms of digital adoption and tech-
nological readiness.

Fixed broadband remains low al-
though mobile penetration is high, 
the World bank mentioned in a 2018 
policy note on digital economy.

“the expansion of fixed-line inter-
net services was overshadowed by a 
strong focus on mobile services,” 
it said, adding that digital literacy 
remains low. Several policy recom-
mendations were made including 
investment in connectivity infra-
structure to close the digital divide 
and develop digital skills.

Game-changing law
these unsettling factors make 

the start-up sector a little fragile 
because their matchstick 
foundation is at risk of 
crumbling unless the 
government strength-
ens taxation policies, 
human resource and infra-
structure.

it would seem t h a t 
the increas-
ingly crowded 
market might 
further com-
pound the collapse, 
notwithstanding the 
newly passed e-com-
merce law.

the law is seen as a game 
changer where every indi-

vidual,  sole proprietor, legal entity 
and branch office of a foreign com-
pany with an online business app 
must be registered and will subject-
ed to tax if their annual turnover is 
over $62,500.

most food delivery start-ups might 
be registered and collect value-

added tax but it is not clear with e-
commerce sites which are currently 
under the radar of government au-
ditors.

“Earnings power astounding”
For years, online sellers avoided 

registration, preferring to consider 
themselves as a consumer business.

now, with the new law, the 
authorities are expected 

to start swooping in on 
them, seeing that they 

could be enjoying a 
larger share from 

brick and mortar 
shops.

e-commerce 
retailer Smile 
Shop’s Jack lee, 
who markets 
his business 
as the Ama-
zon of cam-
bodia, said 
tech start-ups 
operate dif-
ferently from 

traditional retail shops.
“but the government does not 

have a clear policy for tech compa-
nies,” he said.

Yet, there might not be room for 
discussion as the government grap-
ples with falling revenue following 
the crippling of its garment manu-
facturing and tourism sectors.

it is the newest tax segment which 
officers can audit to unlock tens of 
thousands of undeclared tax in the 
coming year.

traditionally, online businesses 
have operated unregistered, so 
there is a huge upside potential to 
increase tax revenues, said anthony 
Galliano, the ceo of cambodian in-
vestment co ltd.

“the earnings power of these on-
line businesses is astounding, given 
the growth in the online commerce 
segment and the fact that consumers 
are embracing shopping online and 
are less inclined to visit brick and 
mortar retail outlets,” he added.

it is no secret, he observed, that 
Facebook is not only a social me-

mobile access is high, and mobile broadband has 
improved, but fixed broadband remains low

Source: International Telecommunication Union (UN), 2017 (Benefitting from the digital economy - Cambodia Policy Note by World Bank)

What we found 
different with 

Muuve was that 
it was solving a 

pain point for the 
existing Cambo-
dian population, 

said Tapas Kuila. 
Hong menea
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dia platform but also a pri-
mary source of news and now 
shopping.

“Given the amount of time 
people spend on Facebook, 
simply scrolling their news 
feed and seeing something 
that attracts their buying at-
tention, can lead to an easy 
online sale.

“the revenue numbers a 
person can earn selling prod-
ucts such as beauty, health-
care and jewellery is stunning 
and surprising and given the 
minimal fixed cost, the bot-
tom line margins are much 
healthier,” he said.

When asked, lee concedes 
that business has been good 
for him with half a million us-
ers within a consumer land-
scape although earning ca-
pacities were comparatively 
lower than neighbouring 
countries.

“it is a small market com-
pared to vietnam, thailand or 
indonesia, but e-commerce 
is booming in cambodia. big 
companies such as Zto ex-
press and Kerry logistics are 
investing here,” he said.

buoyed by all this, he is now 
looking at developing a super 
app by merging his e-com-
merce with financial tech-
nology to provide a complete 
end-to-end user experience.

“even though cambodia is 
small, [her] people can have 
online platforms. this has 
opened up the small traders, 
distributors and farmers to 
the world. they can sell ca-
shew nuts and other agricul-
ture products directly to buy-
ers instead of going through 

dealers and then retailers.
“they can also do cross-

border trades via e-com-
merce,” lee said, hence his 
plans to incorporate fintech 
to his expansion model.

However, he prophesied that 
setbacks, like some unlinked 
payment apps, could become 
obsolete in the near future.

He acknowledged that the 
payment measures are get-
ting better but they are not as 
good as china or india.

“in cambodia, there are 
many payment applications. 
banks have e-wallets and 
there are third party pay-
ments, but the problem is 
they are not connected.

“i believe that in two or 
three years, only two or three 
payment apps will be survive. 
i think national bank of cam-
bodia’s bakong app, Wing and 
aba might be around,” he 
opined.

but these apps will be ex-
posed to challenges of scale-
ability and user-friendliness 
if they do not evolve.

“Solving a pain point”
on a wider spectrum 

though, this could be symp-
tomatic of an undeveloped 
online platform market.

often, a lot of the apps are 
not built to solve a problem. 
instead, they come into the 
market echoing the charac-
teristics of their peers, which 
effectively undermines their 
sustainability.

“We were looking at a few 
companies and muuve came 
across. apart from nham24 
and meal temple, there were 

not many food delivery com-
panies at that time.

“What we found different 
with muuve was that it was 
solving a pain point for the ex-
isting cambodian population,” 
said tapas Kuila (pictured), the 
general partner of venture cap-
ital firm ooctane which holds 
a $55 million fund.

Homegrown muuve tech 
co ltd, co-founded by phan 
phanith and chhoun vathanak, 
solved the problem of “enter-
ing locations or directions”.

“So they made the app or 
interface more friendly from 
a location aspect of it, and for 
a business model, it was very 
asset-like. they called them 
movers, people who moved 
the stuff.

“they were not their em-
ployees, rather they were 
democratising [the work con-
cept]. So anybody such as stu-
dents can participate as free-
lancers,” said tapas, whose 
firm invested a six-figure sum 
for a minority stake in muuve 
early this year.

the freelance concept en-
abled the movers to earn cash 
whenever they wanted with-
out being tied to a strict em-
ployment contract.

“We liked that concept, and 
that is the same concept that 
nham24 has adopted. the 
muuve team was young but 
they had a vision and it was 
not about moving food only 
but everything else too, and 
doing that at the right time,” 
tapas said.

one of a handful of venture 
capitals in cambodia, ooc-
tane, owned by Worldbridge 

Group founder Sear rithy, is 
on the lookout to grow local 
tech start-ups.

tapas, who sits on the board 
of muuve, said he was alright 
with muuve not being a mar-
ket leader.

“We just tell the team to fol-

low the basics, at the end of the 
day, as long as you are keep-
ing things right, it is okay to be 
number three or four,” he said.

but survival is key. taDa’s 
chim said a testament to its 
core value lies in the fact that it 
built trust, enabled fair mobil-

ity for everyone, and charged 
drivers zero commission.

During the pandemic, the 
firm offered more delivery 
jobs to drivers so they could 
earn extra despite having 
fewer passengers on the 
ride-hailing app.

cambodia has been lagging in the use of digital payments

Source: World Bank Global Findex, 2017; Mastercard e-wallet survey, 2016.
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PowerPlus Machinery 
Cambodia is changing the 
face of construction in the 
Kingdom, empowering small 

and medium-sized enterprises (sMes) 
to own their heavy equipment as the 
sector grows unabated.

In the first half of this year, there 
was a total of 2,522 construction proj-
ects across Cambodia, with an estimated 
investment capital of $3.84 billion, 
according to a July report from the 
Ministry of land Management, urban 
Planning and Construction.

Investment capital increased by 
around $450 million or 13 per cent in 
that period compared to the first six 
months of last year, while the number 
of approved construction projects rose 
by 475, or 23 per cent, it added.

And as the construction sector in the 
Kingdom continues to boom, Powerplus 
– through the attractive leasing and 
financing on offer – is enabling sub-
contractors to grow with it.

“we are allowing Cambodians 
to own their machinery through 
monthly instalments. They are 
currently paying to rent a 20-
year-old secondhand machine, 
but we can help them own a 
brand new Powerplus through 
leasing for the same amount,” 
said Dennis Tan, deputy man-
aging director of Powerplus 
Machinery Cambodia.

In october, The Post re-
ported that Powerplus Ma-
chinery Cambodia has 
teamed up with Acleda 
Bank Plc, signing a 
memorandum of 
understanding to 
provide financing 
for sMes to tap 
into the Kingdom’s 
booming infra-
structure sector.

“we are proud 
to join hands with 
Acleda to offer financing for 
Cambodian businesses to expand 
their capital expenditure and 
invest more in improving the 

country’s infrastructure,” Powerplus 
Machinery Cambodia managing director 
Tho Da said at the time.

Present in Cambodia since 2015, the 
company offers market-leading heavy 
equipment such as dump trucks, vibra-
tory rollers, crawler cranes, backhoes, 
bulldozers, motor graders and asphalt 
mixing plants. Powerplus machines are 
currently involved in road construction 
along National road 5.

“Powerplus is an American brand 
which incorporates top quality com-

ponents from the us, 
europe and Japan. 

Capitalising on 
the lower cost of 

production in 
China, 
we are 
able to 
pass 
on this 

sav-
ing to our 

customers and offer 
our products at very 

competitive prices.
“our business revolves around sup-

plying machines you can count on, and 
customer satisfaction is vital for us at 
Powerplus Machinery Cambodia. 

“we provide more than simply selling 
quality construction equipment – we 
provide a holistic solution, from the 
selection of equipment to operator train-
ing. we also help our customers finance 
their heavy equipment purchases and 
support them closely with dedicated top-
notch after-sales services. This is backed 
by a steady inventory of spare parts and 
Powerplus’ global distributor network 
and parts depot worldwide,” Tan said.

The singaporean describes how 
construction firms in the Kingdom have 
traditionally procured their machinery 
– and how Powerplus is transforming 
that model.

“In the market now, for example, 
many sMes are renting 20-ton class ex-
cavators for $3,500 to $4,000 a month. 
These are often far from brand new 
– they are usually 15- to 20-year-old 
machines that frequently break down 
due to their age.

“However, if you get a Powerplus 
excavator of similar configurations 
and capacities – in this case, we are 

referring to the brand-new Powerplus 
PP220e-IX excavator – you only need 
to pay monthly instalments of $3,500 
for two years to own the machine. 
All you need is to raise a 30 per cent 
deposit, payable to Acleda Bank, the 
leasing partner of choice for Powerplus 
in Cambodia,” Tan said.

Tan recounts the history of Powerplus, 
with its founder’s insistence on quality 
allowing the newcomer to compete with 
the industry big boys, eventually grow-
ing into a major player itself.

“In the early 2000s, together with a 
team of engineers from the r&D depart-
ment, [singaporean founder] Datuk 
Derrick ong studied industry leaders, 
adopting the best technology for vari-
ous types of equipment and improving 
on it, thus leading to the creation of 
Powerplus in 2004.

“Having to compete in a market 
saturated with long-established brands 
was no easy feat. But this formula 
would later see Powerplus gain market 
acceptance in more than 100 countries 
across six continents, positioning itself 
as a world leader in the construction 
industry,” Tan said. 
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Powerplus machinery building up 
Cambodia’s construction sector

The Powerplus range includes motor graders (above) and vibratory rollers (inset). The company’s dump trucks utilise German engineering.

Deputy managing director Dennis Tan (centre) and Powerplus Machinery Cambodia’s dedicated after-sales technical support team.

The American brand promotes SMEs owning their heavy equipment. 
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world
US’ biden pressing ahead with 
transition, names chief of staff
U

S PreSident-elect Joe 
biden pressed ahead with 
his transition on Wednes-
day despite President don-

ald trump’s refusal to acknowledge 
defeat, naming a seasoned democrat-
ic operative as chief of staff in his first 
public White House personnel choice.

biden tapped longtime aide ron 
Klain, who previously served as his 
first chief of staff while vice-presi-
dent, acknowledging the two had a 
long road ahead in fighting the coro-
navirus pandemic as well as healing a 
deeply divided nation.

“His deep, varied experience and ca-
pacity to work with people all across 
the political spectrum is precisely 
what i need in a White House chief of 
staff as we confront this moment of 
crisis and bring our country together 
again,” biden said.

He made the announcement after 
visiting the Korean War memorial in 
Philadelphia earlier in the day for a 
solemn wreath-laying ceremony to 
mark veterans day in the US.

trump attended a separate, simul-
taneous ceremony at Arlington na-
tional cemetery outside Washington, 
in what should have been a moment 
of national unity but instead high-
lighted the republican’s refusal to ac-
knowledge election defeat.

the president made no public re-
marks during the sombre wreath-lay-
ing ceremony, his first official appear-
ance since the november 3 vote.

Since media called the race four 
days ago trump has not addressed 
the nation other than via twitter and 
a written statement released to mark 
veterans day, and has not conceded 
to biden, as is traditional once a win-
ner is projected in a US vote.

With covid-19 cases shattering re-
cords across the country and states 
imposing new restrictions in a push 
to contain the virus before winter 
arrives, trump seems to have all but 
shelved normal presidential duties.

instead, he has remained shut up in-
side the presidential mansion, claim-
ing that he is about to win and filing 
lawsuits alleging voter fraud that so 
far have been backed up by only the 
flimsiest evidence.

early on Wednesday he was tweet-
ing fresh evidence-free claims of 
election wins and ballot tampering, 
despite the consensus from interna-
tional observers, world leaders, local 
election officials and US media that 
the vote was free and fair.

Some republicans were adding their 
voices to growing calls for the presi-
dent to concede, with experts warning 
his refusal to do so was undermining 
the democratic process and holding 
up the transition to biden, who takes 
office in January.

Among them was the republican sec-
retary of state for montana, corey Sta-
pleton, who heralded the “incredible 

things” trump accomplished in office. 
“but that time is now over. tip your 

hat, bite your lip, and congratulate @
Joebiden,” he tweeted.

Some of the most powerful figures 
in the republican party – among 
them Secretary of State mike Pompeo 
and Senate leader mitch mcconnell – 
have backed trump in his bid to un-
dermine biden’s victory, however.

“there will be a smooth transition 
to a second trump administration,” 
Pompeo said in a sometimes testy 
news conference on tuesday, while 
mcconnell has said the president 
was “100 per cent within his rights” to 
challenge the election in court.

none of the lawsuits appears to have 
the potential to change the result and 
even a manual recount announced on 
Wednesday in Georgia where biden 
has a paper-thin lead is unlikely to al-
ter the fundamental math.

trump’s victory in Alaska, which US 
media called for him on Wednesday, 
putting another three electoral votes 
in his column, was not enough either.

biden’s Klain pick drew wide praise 
from democrats.

Senate democrat elizabeth War-
ren called Klain a “super choice” 
for chief of staff because he “under-
stands the magnitude of the health 
and economic crisis and he has the 
experience to lead this next admin-
istration through it”.

in the same statement released by 
the biden transition team, Klain, 59, 
said it was “the honour of a lifetime” 
to be named to the post.

Since his projected win was an-
nounced on Saturday, biden has ad-
dressed the nation, set up a corona-
virus task force, spoken with world 
leaders including trump allies, begun 
vetting potential cabinet members 
and delivered policy speeches.

on Wednesday he took congratula-
tory phone calls from Australian Prime 
minister Scott morrison, Japanese 
Prime minister Yoshihide Suga and 
South Korean President moon Jae-in.

meanwhile trump’s only known ac-
tivities outside the White House be-
fore Wednesday had been to play golf 
twice over the weekend.

normally routine secret presidential 
intelligence briefings have been off the 
daily schedule. He has made no men-
tion of the dramatic rebound in the 
covid-19 pandemic across the country.

trump’s only significant presidential 
action has been the abrupt firing of 
defence secretary mark esper on mon-
day, which he announced on twitter.

His failure to concede has no legal 
force in itself, but the General Services 
Administration, the usually low-key 
agency that manages the Washington 
bureaucracy, has refused to sign off 
on the transition, holding up funding 
and security briefings.

biden’s inauguration is on January 
20. AFP

canary isles 
services for 
migrants in 
crisis: report
AmneStY international and 
Human rights Watch (HrW) 
on Wednesday called for 
urgent change to overwhelmed 
migrant services in Spain’s 
canary islands, where more 
than 2,000 people arrived at 
the weekend.

Arguineguin port on Gran 
canaria “is overwhelmed and 
reports say ‘return orders’ are 
being processed without any 
legal assistance”, london-based 
Amnesty said in a statement.

“Spanish authorities should 
immediately alleviate over-
crowded and unsanitary con-
ditions on the Arguineguin 
pier,” HrW said in a separate 
statement.

Judith Sunderland, HrW’s 
acting deputy director for 
europe and central Asia, said 
she had visited the port on 
november 7 – and that num-
bers had more than doubled 
since then.

“What i saw . . . was a row of 
crowded tents where people 
are held for days on end, sleep-
ing on the ground, 30 or 40 
people sharing a portable toi-
let,” she said.

“i cannot imagine the situa-
tion now with over double the 
people . . . these conditions do 
not respect people’s dignity or 
basic rights, nor do they reflect 
well on Spain.”

A spokeswoman for the 
regional government said they 
were trying to relocate the 
migrants to better facilities 
although there were still around 
1,800 people at the port.

on Saturday alone, more 
than 1,400 people arrived on 
the Spanish archipelago, the 
highest-ever number.

that one-day figure even 
outpaced arrivals during the 
2006 crisis when a total of 
30,000 people reached the 
islands off the northwestern 
coast of Africa.

last week, Spain’s interior 
minister Fernando Grande-
marlaska said the temporary 
encampment at Arguineguin 
port, which was initially set up 
to process arrivals and carry 
out virus tests, would be closed 
“in the coming weeks” and the 
migrants relocated to “military 
sites” in las Palmas, the 
island’s capital.

the announcement came as 
he visited the island with the 
eU commissioner for Home 
Affairs, Ylva Johansson, who 
called for Spain to step up the 
repatriation of any migrants 
who do not qualify for refugee 
status.

local press reports cited by 
Amnesty and HrW said the 
authorities were reportedly 
processing deportations with-
out offering legal assistance to 
the migrants – a move denied by 
the Spanish interior ministry.

“this is a serious irregularity 
which must be ended immedi-
ately,” said Amnesty’s Spain 
director esteban beltran. AFP

Angolan police crack down on anti-gov’t rally
AnGolAn police fired live 
bullets and tear gas at youth 
protesting against poor living 
conditions on Wednesday, 

according to AFP reporters at 
the scene, the latest crack-
down on a surge of anti-gov-
ernment demonstrations in 

recent weeks.
A number of demonstrations 

have taken place in Angola’s 
capital luanda this year in 
protest against unemploy-
ment, high living costs and 
alleged state corruption.

the demonstrators, backed 
by main opposition party Uni-
ta, are also demanding a new 
date for local elections delayed 
by the coronavirus pandemic.

more than 100 protesters 
were detained for a week at the 
last such event on october 24, 
violently dispersed by anti-riot 
police.

organisers had called for 
another round of demonstra-
tions on Wednesday – Angola’s 
independence day – which 
the provincial government 
banned due to coronavirus 
restrictions.

Security forces clamped 
down on dozens of young pro-

testers who defied the ban, 
firing tear gas and beating flee-
ing demonstrators with 
sticks.

An AFP photographer at the 
scene said police also used live 
ammunition.

video footage showing a 
dead protester lying on the 
road circulated on social 
media, although AFP was not 
able to independently verify 
the killing.

“Angola uses teargas to dis-
perse peaceful protesters,” 
tweeted senior Human rights 
Watch researcher Zenaida 
machado, later adding that 
police had allegedly killed a 
protester.

demonstrations were rela-
tively rare when Angola’s Pres-
ident Joao lourenco succeed-
ed Jose eduardo dos Santos in 
2017 – raising hopes of change 
after almost four decades 

marked by graft and nepo-
tism.

but disenchantment towards 
the government has grown in 
recent months, prompting 
several marches against a 
regime seen as failing on 
promises to clean up corrup-
tion and revive the economy.

A survey by business risk 
consultancy exxAfrica last 
month found that two out of 
three Angolans were dissatis-
fied with their government 
and pessimistic about their 
prospects in the southwest 
African country.

over 70 per cent of respond-
ents also said they felt insecure 
and voiced concern about 
mounting police brutality.

Amnesty international on 
tuesday called on Angolan 
authorities to respect “rights 
to freedom of expressions and 
peaceful assembly”. AFP

US President-elect Joe Biden addresses the media about the Trump Administration’s lawsuit 
to overturn the Affordable Care Act on Tuesday at the Queen Theater in Wilmington, Delaware. 
GETTY IMAGES/AFP

Protesters detained by police are seen on the back of a police vehicle 
during an anti-government demonstration on the day of independence 
in Luanda, Angola on Wednesday. AFP
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myanmar military-aligned opposition party 
rejects ‘unfair’ election, demands new vote
m

yanmar’s military-
aligned opposition party 
on Wednesday rejected 
the results of this week’s 

election as “unfair” and called for a 
fresh vote – a demand immediately 
rebuffed by the election authorities.

official results are still trickling in, 
but aung san suu Kyi’s ruling party 
has already declared a landslide vic-
tory based on its own tallies from 
across the country.

The polls are only the second since 
the country emerged from outright 
junta rule in 2011.

observers said voting went smooth-
ly on sunday but criticised the lack of 
transparency, widespread disenfran-
chisement and coronavirus restric-
tions they said benefited suu Kyi’s na-
tional League for Democracy (nLD).

The opposition Union solidar-
ity and Development Party (UsDP) 
went further, however.

“We reject the election because it 
was unfair,” spokesperson Win Win 
aung said, alleging that many ineli-
gible people had cast ballots.

“We call on the election commis-
sion to hold a new, disciplined elec-
tion in cooperation with the military 
as soon as possible.”

a few dozen protesters picketed a 
press conference held by the Union 
election Commission (UeC) in the 
capital naypyidaw, also demanding 
a new, “free and fair” election.

“This election was transparent,” 
said UeC spokesman myint naing.

“We had no bias . . . it was con-
ducted fairly, within the law.”

‘Peaceful and smooth’
observers broadly approved the 

overall conduct of the polls on the 
day itself.

Despite “some discrepancies . . . it 
was peaceful and smooth”, said sai 
ye Kyaw swar myint, head of the 

People’s alliance for Credible elec-
tions (PaCe), myanmar’s largest 
monitoring organisation.

“The problems originated in the 
pre-election period.”

Coronavirus cases have surged in 
myanmar in recent months, but ci-
vilian leader suu Kyi ignored calls by 
the UsDP and others to postpone 
the election.

Campaigning was largely can-
celled, but critics say the visibility 
of suu Kyi, front and centre in the 
nation’s fight against the virus, gave 
her nLD an advantage over smaller 
parties.

Thousands of nLD supporters 
have taken to yangon’s streets every 
evening since the vote to celebrate, 
ignoring a partial lockdown.

In the last election in 2015, the nLD 
won in a landslide but was forced by 
the constitution into an uneasy power-
sharing agreement with the military, 
which controls three key ministries 
and a quarter of parliamentary seats.

suu Kyi remains a heroine for 
many in myanmar, even though her 
international reputation lies shat-
tered over the rohingya crisis.

rights groups denounced the vote 
for its almost absolute disenfranchise-
ment of rohingya muslims, either liv-
ing in refugee camps in bangladesh or 
“apartheid” conditions in myanmar.

The UeC’s decision to cancel the 
election in many ethnic minority 
areas left a further 1.6 million more 
people – from an electorate of 37 
million – without a vote. AFP

malaysian minister of religious affairs 
Zulkifli defends health director-general

southern Laos gets rid of 
another 871 units of UXo

mInIsTer in the Prime minis-
ter’s Department (religious 
affairs) Dr Zulkifli mohamad 
al-bakri has defended Health 
director-general Dr noor 
Hisham abdullah, saying that 
the latter had done his best in 
his position.

In a tweet, Zulkifli said he 
hoped that it was not the inten-
tion of bintulu member of par-
liament Tiong King sing to ask 
Dr noor Hisham whether he 
was fearful for his life.

“The health director-general 

is one of the most important 
individuals in the fight against 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

“I am confident, and all of us 
agree, that he needs to remain 
healthy, in high spirits and con-
tinue the fight with all the 
frontliners for the interest of 
the country,” he tweeted late on 
Wednesday night.

During the debate on budget 
2021, Tiong had asked why Dr 
noor Hisham did not go to sabah 
when Covid-19 cases were at an 
all-time high in the state.

Tiong’s remarks that Dr noor 
Hisham abdullah “is afraid to 
die” for not coming down per-
sonally to sabah to monitor the 
Covid-19 situation sparked an 
outcry in the Dewan rakyat.

Zulkifli said in Islam, the con-
cept of death is simple, and only 
allah will remain everlasting.

“The only thing muslims are 
worried [about] and afraid of, is 
whether they have done enough 
deeds when they finally meet 
their Creator,” he said. THE STAR 

(MALAYSIA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

mInes advisory Group (maG) Laos has cleared 
more than 500,000sqm of land in two villages 
of yommalath district, Khammuan province, 
with over 800 bomblets and items destroyed.

according to local daily Vientiane Times on 
Wednesday, the latest project results were 
reported at the Conclusion meeting on Progress 
made in UXo Clearance in support of Com-
munity Development in yommalath district, 
Khammuan province, some 250km southeast 
of Lao capital vientiane.

The meeting was attended by the Khammuan 
deputy provincial governor Keo-oudone 
boutsingkhone, maG Laos country director 
simon rea and officials.

The project ran for 12 months from septem-
ber last year to august this year. maG con-
ducted surveys and unexploded ordnance 
(UXo) clearance in five villages of Kham-

muan province, said the report.
some 6,903,542sqm of land were surveyed 

and 576,632sqm in Hangkan and Xiengdao vil-
lages were cleared of UXo. a total of 871 UXo 
items including 784 bombies were destroyed.

The project completed 90 per cent of the plan 
before being stopped by the Covid-19 outbreak. 
Therefore, it has been extended for six months 
from september this year to February next year.

Last year, the United methodist Committee 
on relief provided $500,000 for maG’s UXo 
operations in Khammuan province, with 12 
months of project implementation.

a memorandum of understanding on the 
project was signed in Lao capital vientiane 
between the national regulatory authority (nra) 
for UXo/mine action sector and maG Laos.

UXo clearance aims to free up land for activ-
ities that will enhance the well-being and live-
lihoods of impoverished rural communities.

Unexploded ordnance is an obstacle to eco-
nomic and social development, contaminating 
land that could otherwise be used for agricul-
ture, industry, tourism and the construction of 
infrastructure. Laos is the most heavily bombed 
country in the world per capita.

Throughout the second Indochina War (1964-
1973), over two million tonnes of ordnance 
were dropped on Laos, of which 30 per cent 
failed to explode.

over 270 million cluster munitions were 
dropped from Us aircraft, leaving an estimated 
80 million live bomblets scattered and buried 
around the country. XINHUA NEWS AGENCY

Daw Aye Min Moe (right), spokesperson of the Union Solidarity and Development Party (USDP) Yangon Region, speaks during a press conference in Yangon on Wednesday. AFP

Over 270 million cluster munitions were dropped 
from US aircraft throughout the Second Indochina 
War (1964-1973). MAG LAOS

Minister in the Prime Minister’s Department (Religious Affairs) Dr Zulkifli Mohamad. THE STAR
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Opinion

I
n THe fight against Covid-19, 
success has so far been defined 
by responses in Asia and the 
Pacific. many countries in our 

region have been hailed as reference 
points in containing the virus.

Yet if the region is to build back bet-
ter, the success of immediate 
responses should not distract from 
the weaknesses Covid-19 has laid 
bare. Too many people in our region 
are left to fend for themselves in 
times of need.

Illness or unemployment, preg-
nancy or old age, disability or injury 
should never be allowed to push 
people into poverty. During a pan-
demic, social protection schemes 
facilitate access to health care and 
provide lifelines when jobs are lost, 
rescuing households and stabilising 
economies.

This has been recognised by gov-
ernments in the face of Covid-19. 
more than 300 new social protection 
measures have been taken across 40 
countries in the region. existing 
schemes have been strengthened, ad 
hoc packages rolled out, and invest-
ment increased.

This recent appreciation for social 
protection is welcome. It must be 
maintained, because the most effec-
tive responses to Covid-19 have 
been from countries which had 
robust social protection systems in 
the first place.

However, these systems still do not 
exist in many parts of our region. A 
recent report by the International 
Labor organisation (ILo) and the Un 
economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific, The Protection 
We Want, finds that more than half 
the region’s population has no cover-
age whatsoever. only a handful of 
countries have comprehensive social 
protection systems and public 
spending in this area remains well 
below global average. In many coun-
tries in South Asia and the Pacific, 
public expenditure on social protec-
tion is as low as two per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP).

Where social protection systems do 
exist, their coverage is riddled with 
gaps. The youngest, least educated 
and poorest are frequently left uncov-
ered by health care in the region. 
many poverty targeted schemes never 
reach families most in need.

maternity, unemployment, sick-
ness, and disability benefits are the 
preserve of a minority of workers in 

the formal economy, leaving 70 per 
cent of workers locked out of contrib-
utory schemes. Lower labour force 
participation among women accen-
tuates gaps in coverage. Population 
aging, migration, urbanisation, and 
increasing natural disasters make 
social protection ever more urgent.

Investing in a basic level of social 
protection for everyone – a social 
protection floor – would immediately 
improve livelihoods. The Un’s simu-
lations across 13 developing coun-
tries in the region show that universal 
coverage of basic child benefits, disa-
bility benefits, and old-age pensions 
would slash the proportion of recipi-
ent households living in poverty by 

up to 18 percentage points.
establishing basic schemes for chil-

dren, older persons, and persons with 
disabilities would cost between two 
and six per cent of GDP. It is a signifi-
cant investment, but affordable if we 
make universal social protection sys-
tems a fundamental part of broader 

national development strategies.
Yet it is not only the level of fund-

ing that matters, but the way the 
funds are spent. To achieve univer-
sal coverage, we need a pragmatic 
mix of contributory and non-con-
tributory schemes. This would 
deliver a vital minimum level of pro-
tection regardless of previous 
income and support a gradual move 

to higher levels of protection 
through individual contributions.

new approaches to funding partici-
pation can extend social protection 
to workers in the informal economy. 
Schemes that reward unpaid care 
work and are complemented by sub-
sidised childcare services can form a 
decisive step towards more inclusive 
and gender equal societies. And new 
technologies, including phone-based 
platforms, can accelerate delivery 
across populations.

As we focus on building back better 
in the aftermath of the pandemic, 
our region has an opportunity to 
make universal social protection a 
reality. In so doing, we could bring an 
end to the great injustice that leaves 
the vulnerable in our societies most 
exposed. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana is the UN under-
secretary-general and executive secretary of the 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific. Chihoko Asada Miyakawa is the ILO regional 
director for Asia and the Pacific. 

opinion
Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana  

and Chihoko Asada Miyakawa 

Enhanced social protection for
 the vulnerable in Asia-Pacific

During a pandemic, social protection schemes facilitate access to health care and provide lifelines when jobs are lost, rescuing house-
holds and stabilising economies. AfP

To achieve universal coverage, 
we need a pragmatic mix of 

contributory and non-
contributory schemes
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The flavour and flair of Pakistan, 
served tableside in Tuol Tompoung 
Roth Sochieata

I
n 2017, Princella Anum 
Gill took a gamble with 
her family and moved 
from Pakistan to Cam-

bodia to gauge whether they 
could open a restaurant. Three 
years later, Princella Flavors of 
Saffron is still alive and well in 
Tuol Tompoung, where diners 
can get a taste of Pakistani and 
Indian dishes made from im-
ported ingredients.

The name for the restaurant 
was a cooperative effort be-
tween Princella and her father.

“my father was the one who 
wanted to give this name 
[Princella] to his first busi-
ness, but I came up with the 
name Flavors of Saffron, as 
saffron is the most expensive 
spice in the world.”

Since ancient times, saffron 
has been a highly prized and 
valuable commodity. It was 
once worth its weight in gold, 
and even more at times. 

Princella, 25, who has a 
business degree, wanted to 
come to Cambodia after her 
friends recommended visit-
ing the Kingdom. 

She tells The Post: 
“In 2017 my whole 
family came. Af-
ter three to four 
months explor-
ing options 
here, we de-
cided to open 
this eatery. We 
opened on 
December 6, 
2017.”

P r i n c e -
lla’s moth-
er (pictured), 
who has 15 
years of ex-
p e r i e n c e 
working as 
a chef, com-
mandeered the 
kitchen and ensured 
the restaurant’s suc-
cess.  

“my mom is a chef 

and she gets help 
from my younger 
sister and two 
h a r d w o r k i n g 
C a m b o d i a n 

girls,” Princella 
says.

“She real-

ly cooks 
with love. Whether 
it’s for just a single 
customer or a group 
of people, to her, 
people eating in her 
restaurant are not 
just customers. They 

are family and friends and she 
wants to cook the best food in 
the world for them.” 

The food at Princella Flavors 
of Saffron will be comfort-
ably familiar to diners from 
Western and middle eastern 

countries, who make 
up most of 
Pr incel la’s 

customers.
but Prince-
lla says sev-
eral locals 

have had their 
first-ever taste of 

Indian and Pakistani food at 
her restaurant, and she hap-
pily reports that the reviews 
were glowing. 

She’s received rave online re-
views as well, such as this one:

“This is that place where 

you come because you want 
food made from the heart. 
When you want authenticity. 
When you want FAmILY!!”

She says the dishes most 
ordered by foreigners are the 
butter Chicken and Haleem. 
Locals tend to prefer the biry-
ani ($4) and the Aloo Parathas 
($2).

‘Aloo’ is the Hindi word for 
potatoes and ‘paratha’ refers 
to thick, unleavened flat-
bread. 

Princella says: “For my 
recommendation, I would 
say our beef Tikka masala 
and mutton Haleem, are go-
tos for anyone who wants to 
have the wholesome taste of 
food in Pakistan, along with 
a glass of mango lassi or a 
cup of chai [milk tea].” 

Haleem ($5) is one of the 
most traditional dishes in 
Pakistan and India. It typically 
takes hours to prepare as the 
mutton and dal are pounded 
to bring out the best taste. 

The healthy dish is packed 
full of proteins and served 
with fried onions, chaat masa-
la, and ginger on the side. 

The recipes borrow from 
Pakistani, Punjabi, Sindhi 
and north Indian cultures 
and Princella’s ingredients are 
all imported from Indian and 
Pakistani grocery stores. 

besides food, Princella 
and her family have offered 
Phnom Penh-dwellers a taste 
of Pakistani, or ‘Desi’, culture 
over the past three years, in-
cluding Henna tattoos and 
bollywood-style and  Punjabi 
dance demonstrations.

“We’ve held many events 
and pop-ups in Cambodia 
since 2017. There’s also a big 
rooftop here in the house 
where we will demo and teach 
all of those things for a small 
charge,” Princella says. 

Princella says she’s work-
ing on a new website for the 
restaurant and installing in-
door air-conditioning.

Diners can also enjoy their 
meals outside if they prefer 
the fresh air. 

“This is not just any restau-
rant where you go and order 
food. This is the result of over-
coming many hardships and 
working together as a fam-
ily to build a place where you 
will not only make money but 
also make an impact on the 
community around you and 
represent your culture, faith 
and strength to anyone who 
needs that in their lives.”

Princella Flavors of Saffron 
is open from 10am to 9pm 
monday to Saturday and from 
2pm to 9pm on Sundays. It’s 
located at 7A, Street 147, near 
Super Duper, Tuol Tompoung, 
Phnom Penh.

For delivery call 088 630 
5128 or 088 609 3076.

The Butter Chicken Masala is a hit with expats in the community. hean rangsey

Henna tattoos, a popular Pakistani tradition, are also available at Princella Flavors of Saffron. hean rangsey Princella Anum Gill (left), her mother (second from left) and Post staff prepare to eat. hean rangsey



Four golden coins from the early Islamic period were found in the Jewish Quarter near the Western Wall. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Off the bottom, as an anchor
  6 Embroidered edge
 11 It’s constantly hailed
 14 Sir, in Africa
 15 Too silly for words
 16 Be indebted to
 17 Agreements
 19 Crooner King Cole
 20 Pouter’s protuberance
 21 Billboard listing
 22 ___ la la
 23 Departure from life
 27 Poems concerning 23-Across
 29 Blood type letters
 30 Skirt bottoms
 32 Like higher-priced beef
 33 Copped the trophy
 34 High-spirited mount
 36 Prepared floors for mopping
 39 Gestures of assent
 41 Color of old photos
 43 Femur-tibia connection
 44 Shirts opposites
 46 Sonata finisher, often
 48 Darken in the sun
 49 Diplomat’s possession

 51 It surrounds a house
 52 Expert fighter pilot
 53 Desktop publisher’s designs
 56 Small plant support
 58 Vientiane native
 59 ___ de Janeiro
 60 Big-time tax collector
 61 Coffeehouse container
 62 Implied idea
 68 Adam’s bride
 69 Landscaping tool
 70 Shell lining
 71 Melancholy
 72 Adjust, as a timer
 73 Cornered, as a cat
DOWN
  1 Fox alternative
  2 Teeter-totter quorum
  3 Was a coward
  4 Fireplace, in England
  5 Outcasts
  6 Cherry dessert
  7 Travel guide listing
  8 Hoarder’s supply
  9 Al Bundy portrayer
 10 Exam takers
 11 Type of breakfast

 12 Open-eyed
 13 Early software versions
 18 Surprising defeats
 23 Morning events
 24 Online novel
 25 Like an oily mitt
 26 Prince of the Middle East (Var.)
 28 Stare, like a tourist
 31 Indian in the British Army
 35 Iraqi money
 37 Meaning of a ’60s V-sign
 38 Palindromic doctrine
 40 Variety of pea or bean
 42 Cleverly skilled
 45 Harder to find
 47 Scent-providing stuff
 50 Old radio tube
 53 Every crossword has them
 54 Stage before pupa
 55 Salad bar servers
 57 Volga region native
 63 Wedding write-up word
 64 Dinner scrap
 65 Beverage cooler
 66 Rock that’s worth something
 67 Flanders of cartoons

“PRISON CELL” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Lifestyle

Geneva’s landmark fountain 
turned off over pandemic

rare, ancient gold coins 
found in Jerusalem’s old City

G
eneva’s famous Jet 
d’eau fountain, 
which spouts water 
over a hundred me-

tres into the air, is to remain 
switched off to signal the need 
for people to observe virus 
restrictions, authorities said 
Wednesday.

The Lake Geneva landmark 
had been due to be turned 
back on this week after annual 
maintenance work, but local 
officials have decided it is bet-
ter to leave it off for now.

The Geneva cantonal govern-
ment said in a statement that 
it, “in light of the current health 
situation in Switzerland and 
Geneva linked to the Covid-19 
pandemic,” it had decided to 

shut down the landmark.
by leaving the majestic 

fountain, which usually at-
tracts large numbers of tour-
ists, switched off, authorities 
said they hoped to “send a 
new signal to the population” 
that outings and interactions 
needed to be restricted as far 
as possible.

The canton also shut down 
the Jet d’eau during the 83 
days of partial confinement 
in Switzerland when the first 
wave of the pandemic hit the 
country in the spring.

The fountain, which shoots 
water 140m into the air at 
200km/h before allowing it to 
cascade down into Lake Ge-
neva, has towered visibly over 

the centre of the city virtually 
every day since 1891.

It is usually only shut down 
by strong winds or freezing 
temperatures.

Like some landmarks in 
other cities, such as the em-
pire State building in new York 
it is usually lit up in varying 
colours in the evening.

Switzerland emerged rela-
tively unscathed from the first 
wave of the pandemic.

but it has been hard-hit by 
the second wave, and Geneva, 
which is struggling with satu-
rated hospitals, has shuttered 
all restaurants, bars and non-
essential shops in a bid to stem 
the surging numbers of cases 
and deaths. AFP

ISraeLI archeologists have 
discovered four pure gold 
coins in Jerusalem’s old City 
that were minted more than 
1,000 years ago, a rare find 
from an era of political up-
heaval in the region.

The Israel antiquities au-
thority (Iaa) said the coins 
were unearthed during exca-
vation work near the Western 
Wall, which is the holiest site 
where Jews can pray.

The coins, contained in a 
small jug, “were in excellent 

preservation and were im-
mediately identifiable even 
without cleaning,” Iaa spe-
cialist robert Kool said in a 
statement.

The coins date from the 
940s to the 970s, “a time of 
radical political change,” in 
Jerusalem and the surround-
ing region, Kool added.

During that period, the rul-
ing Sunni abbasid caliphate, 
which was headquartered in 
baghdad, lost control of Je-
rusalem to its rival, the Shi-

ite Fatimid dynasty of north 
africa, which fell in the 12th 
Century.

“This is the first time in fifty 
years that a gold cache from 
the Fatimid period has been 
discovered in Jerusalem’s old 
City,” Kool said.

Israeli excavators last un-
covered gold from the Fa-
timid period shortly after the 
1967 Six-Day War, which saw 
Israel seize control of east Je-
rusalem from Jordan, before 
annexing it. AFP

Geneva’s famous Jet d’Eau fountain, which shoots water 140m into the air at 200km/h, has been shut off to 
send a message to citizens to observe virus restrictions. AFP
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Finland crashes Thuram’s 
France coming-out party
F

inland spoiled mar-
cus Thuram’s party 
on Wednesday after 
beating France 2-0 

on the day the borussia mo-
enchengladbach attacker 
emulated his father lilian 
Thuram by making his debut 
for les bleus.

Thuram was picked by didi-
er deschamps for the friendly 
at the Stade de France over 
22 years after his dad won 
the World Cup at the same 
ground, but despite a strong 
performance on the left wing 
could not stop the Finns from 
coming out on top.

The 23-year-old hit the bar 
with less 15 minutes gone and 
soon after flashed a difficult 
volley over as he and lucas 
digne caused continual prob-
lems down the left flank for 
the away side.

However, marcus Forss 
stunned the hosts when he col-
lected the ball after a moussa 
Sissoko mistake and rammed 
it home at Steve mandanda’s 
near post.

France barely had any time 
to react before onni valakari 
doubled the away side’s lead 
with a stunning effort after be-
ing left to stroll towards goal.

deschamps brought on an-
toine Griezmann, anthony 
martial and n’Golo Kante 
just before the hour mark but 
could not break down the 
well-organised Finns.

The result will disappoint 
deschamps but he will likely 
have been happy with the 
performance of Thuram, who 
made more of an impression 
than some of the more estab-
lished international players on 
display, including Paul Pogba 
and olivier Giroud.

“it was a good first half de-

spite the goals,” Thuram told 
Tv channel m6.

“i’m trying to learn a lot 
alongside the other interna-
tionals . . . and to gain as much 
experience as possible. i hope 
that will continue.”

He could be in contention for 
World Cup holder France’s up-
coming nations league match-
es against european champi-
ons Portugal and Sweden.

deschamps said last week 
that the son of his old France 
teammate had “gone up 
a level” since joining mo-
enchengladbach from French 
side Guingamp in July 2019.

Thuram has scored three 
times in 11 appearances for 
the bundesliga side this sea-
son and was the first footballer 
in Germany to take a knee in 
protest following the death of 

the 46-year-old african amer-
ican George Floyd in police 
custody in minneapolis.

lilian Thuram is the most-
capped player in the history of 
the French national team with 
142 appearances and as well 
as winning the ‘98 World Cup 
also triumphed alongside de-
schamps at euro 2000.

Ronaldo continues goal quest
Cristiano ronaldo contin-

ued his quest to snatch the all-
time record for most interna-
tional goals when he struck his 
102nd Portugal goal in their in 
a 7-0 win over andorra.

France’s opponents on Sat-
urday in what could be a na-
tions league a, Group 3 de-
cider strolled post their weak 
opponents in lisbon despite 
not starting a single player 

from the team that beat Swe-
den 3-0 last month.

ronaldo missed that match 
after testing positive for coro-
navirus and was introduced at 
half-time on Wednesday, but 
had to wait until there were 
only five minutes remaining 
to boost his record bid with a 
close-range header.

Former iran striker ali daei 
holds the record on 109 goals.

italy extended their unbeat-
en streak to 20 games after a 
second-string line-up com-
fortably beat estonia 4-0.

vincenzo Grifo scored his 
first senior international goal 
with a long-range drive in the 
14th minute and Federico 
bernardeschi put the hosts 
two goals ahead 13 minutes 
later when he drifted in from 
the right and crashed a low 
shot past marko meerits in the 
estonia goal.

Grifo stepped up and scored 
his second from the penalty 
spot when roberto Gagliardini 
was tripped with 15 minutes 
remaining and riccardo orso-
lini added a fourth also from 
the spot four minutes from the 
end to complete the rout.

Frank de boer’s wait for a 
first win as netherlands coach 
goes on after his team drew 
1-1 with Spain in a friendly in 
amsterdam on Wednesday.

de boer has now gone four 
matches without a victory 
since being appointed in Sep-
tember to succeed ronald 
Koeman, who left to take over 
at barcelona. 

a first-half goal by ben-
fica striker luca Waldschmidt 
sealed Germany a 1-0 win over 
the Czech republic, while two 
michy batshuayi goals helped 
belgium to a 2-1 victory over 
Switzerland. afp

Hamilton poised to clinch seventh title as contract looms
leWiS Hamilton can seal a 
record-equalling seventh driv-
ers’ world title, position himself 
to be “best of the best” and set 
up long-awaited negotiations 
for a new mercedes contract at 
this weekend’s Turkish Grand 
Prix.

The briton needs only to pre-

vent his mercedes team-mate 
valtteri bottas outscoring him 
by eight points to retain his 
crown and, in the eyes of many, 
including former Ferrari rival 
Felipe massa, move on to 
become the most successful 
driver in F1 history.

a seventh championship 

would draw him level with 
massa’s erstwhile Ferrari team-
mate michael Schumacher for 
titles, but with the record for 
wins, poles and podiums, as 
well as consecutive points fin-
ishes, “he will, in many eyes, 
already be the greatest of all 
time,” massa said.

brazilian massa, who himself 
missed out on a title triumph 
when Hamilton claimed his 
first in Sao Paulo in 2008, has 
no doubt the englishman, 
whose contract expires later 
this year, will deserve that sou-
briquet and a salary to match 
it.

“lewis can really be the best 
of the best and everybody will 
say that for years and years, or 
maybe decades, or whatever,” 
he told the F1 nation podcast.

“So, i think he is just prepar-
ing his two or three-year con-
tract, which i think he 

deserves.
“What he is doing . . . He 

shows that he definitely 
deserves it – to be different to 
all of the other drivers in terms 
of everything and even in terms 
of salary.”

Hamilton departed the emil-
ia romagna Grand Prix at imo-
la earlier this month with an 
enigmatic suggestion, after his 
record-increasing 93rd win had 
secured mercedes’ unparal-
leled seventh consecutive con-
structors’ championship, that 
he may not return to racing in 
2021.

Bumper new deal 
notions of retirement were 

rejected by his team chief Toto 
Wolff, who is also out of con-
tract this year. massa suggested 
Hamilton is set for a bumper 
new deal ahead of any con-
firmed “salary cap” in the 

sport.
“i remember when michael 

was my team-mate and he was 
like that,” he recalled. “michael 
was completely different to 
everybody in terms of every-
thing – in records, numbers 
and salary.

“For sure, michael helped 
many other drivers increase 
their salary. That’s what lewis 
is, in my view, trying to do. i 
think he is ‘doing right’ and he 
deserves it.”

in the simplest terms, Ham-
ilton will be champion again if 
he beats bottas, who trails him 
by 85 points with four races 
remaining. For the Finn to keep 
alive his own title bid, he must 
out-score Hamilton by nine 
points or more.

Given that Hamilton has 
beaten him at 10 of this year’s 
13 races to date and has been 
in the points at a record 46 con-

secutive races, bottas faces a 
daunting challenge.

even if he wins on Sunday at 
the istanbul Park Circuit, 
returning to the calendar for 
the first time since 2011, Ham-
ilton can still take the title by 
finishing second and clocking 
the fastest lap.

With the title race reduced to 
a duel between the two ‘silver 
arrows’ drivers, many other 
teams have turned already to 
plans for next season – Ferrari 
boss mattia binotto deciding to 
stay in italy to concentrate on 
car development.

Sporting director laurent 
mekies will take charge, but 
maintain close contact with 
binotto, missing his first race 
since taking over last year.

“He has taken an innovative 
approach so his voice and input 
will be heard loud and clear,” 
he said. afp

riGHT-handed hurler marcus 
Stroman is sticking with the 
new York mets, accepting the 
major league baseball club’s 
$18.9 million qualifying offer 
on Wednesday.

Stroman, who didn’t play in 
2020 because of coronavirus 
concerns, indicated he decided 
against exploring the free agent 
market after hearing com-
ments from new mets owner 
Steve Cohen.

“after watching the presser, 
i’m beyond excited to play for 
you sir,” Stroman tweeted. “i 
could feel the excitement and 
passion you’re going to bring 
daily. let’s go be great! @Steve-
naCohen2.”

Cohen, a billionaire fund 
manager who agreed in Sep-
tember to purchase a majority 
stake in the mets, held his first 
press conference as owner via 
Zoom on Tuesday, outlining his 
vision for a team he said he 

grew up rooting for.
That vision includes winning 

the World Series in three to five 
years, and an apparent willing-
ness to spend money to help 
make that happen.

“This is a major market team 
and should have a budget com-
mensurate with that,” Cohen 
said.

after Stroman tweeted his 
intention to stay, Cohen 
responded via Twitter.

“marcus, that is great news,” 
Cohen tweeted. “looking for-
ward to meeting you soon. i will 
call you over the next few days 
to thank you.”

Stroman promises to be a 
solid presence in the mets 
starting rotation, along with 
two-time Cy Young award-
winner Jacob deGrom.

The mets are hoping noah 
Syndergaard will be back from 
Tommy John elbow surgery in 
april. afp

France’s forward Marcus Thuram (right) vies for the ball with Finland’s 
midfielder Ilmari Niskanen. afp

Mercedes British driver Lewis Hamilton celebrates on the podium after 
winning the Formula One Emilia Romagna Grand Prix. afp

In this file photo taken on February 22, 2020, Marcus Stroman pitches in 
the second inning of a spring training game.  afp

Pitcher Stroman to 
stick with nY mets
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