
Mom Kunthear

THE Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport identified 19 
entities under its jurisdiction 
involved in the “November 3 
event”, a reference to a visit 
by Hungarian Minister of For-
eign Affairs and Trade Peter 
Szijjarto who later tested pos-
itive for Covid-19 in the Thai 
capital Bangkok.

The list includes two provin-
cial education departments, 

one karate club, six public 
schools and 10 private schools.

Ministry spokesman Ros 
Soveacha told The Post on 
November 11 the various 
units are implementing pre-
scribed measure from the 
Ministry of Health.

“[We] have temporarily sus-
pended classes for two weeks 
and resumed online studies 
in Phnom Penh, Kandal and 
other areas. The ministry has 
temporarily suspended oper-

ations at the Olympic Stadium 
until further notice,” he said.

Soveacha said some from 
the six public schools and 10 
private schools had meals 
and attended meetings with 
affected people at the event.

He said the Karate Training 
Club had a coach acting as a 
bodyguard, while two provin-
cial education departments 
had staff that engaged with 
others during the event. 

Soveacha said all involved 

must strictly implement health 
and safety measures laid out 
by the health ministry.

The health ministry found 
that about 900 people were in 
direct or indirect contact with 
the Hungarian delegation.

As of Wednesday, 365 people 
were tested for Covid-19 and 
315 tested negative. The results 
for the remaining 50 samples 
will be released on November 12.
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Niem Chheng

M
INISTER of National 
Defence Tea Banh said 
the development of the 
Ream Naval Base in 

Preah Sihanouk province will pro-
ceed as scheduled. 

The upgrades, which he said were 
the result of a 10-year study, require 
a dismantling of old buildings at the 
base including the Tactical Com-
mand Headquarters (TCH) and a 

boat maintenance facility – both 
funded by the US and Australia.

“The construction of all infra-
structures at the Ream Naval Base 
will start soon because everything 
has been studied. That is why we 
need to dismantle those [old] build-
ings, it’s a fact. Everything [infra-
structures] will appear there con-
tinually. There is still a long way to 
go, it takes time,” Banh told The Post 
on November 10. 

“We will build a deepwater port, 

a beautiful port that is capable of 
docking medium-side vessels. We 
have a maintenance facility that 
can repair vessels weighing thou-
sands of tonnes. But it needs time. I 
want to make it clear that this work 
is starting and we need to relocate 
the National Committee for Mari-
time Security’s Tactical Command 
Headquarters that once stood on 
the Ream Naval Base.”

On November 9, the US-based 
Centre for Strategic and Interna-

tional Study (CSIS), through its Asia 
Maritime Transparency Initiative, 
released another report about the 
demolition of the second US-funded 
building – a boat maintenance facil-
ity built at the Ream base in 2017.

It said the facility was demolished 
in phases between late October and 
November 2, which it said purport-
edly supported Cambodia’s claim 
that the TCH had merely been re-
located.

The group, however, was highly 

sceptical of the Cambodian govern-
ment’s rationale for the relocation of 
the TCH, which it said was built just 
three years ago.

On October 2, the CSIS published 
its first report on the TCH relocation 
along with a US-based newspaper 
article that claimed Cambodia and 
China had signed a ‘secret deal’ 
which would grant the latter exclu-
sive access to the Ream Naval Base

Probe finds Swiss spies 
benefitted from secret 
CIA encryption firm

Ream Naval Base set for renovation
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SWITZERLAND benefitted 
from a spectacular espionage 
scheme orchestrated by the 
US Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) and its German 
counterpart who used a Swiss 
encryption company to spy 
on governments worldwide, 
a parliamentary probe 
showed on Tuesday.

A large media investigation 
revealed back in February an 
elaborate, decades-long set-
up, in which US and German 
intelligence services creamed 
off the top-secret communi-
cations of governments 
through their hidden control 
of the Crypto encryption 
company in Switzerland.

The revelation sent shock 
waves through Switzerland, 
and the parliament’s Control 
Delegation was asked to 
investigate.

In a statement announcing 
the delegation’s findings on 
Tuesday, the parliament said 
the Swiss intelligence service 
had known “since 1993 that 
foreign intelligence services 
were hiding behind the com-
pany Crypto AG”.

The Swiss intelligence serv-
ice had subsequently benefit-
ted from an “information 
collaboration”, it said.

The Swiss government had 
meanwhile not been informed 
of the arrangement until late 
last year, it said, warning that 
this raised concerns about 
gaps in the control over the 
intelligence service.

“Thus, the government car-
ries some of the responsibility, 
since the company Crypto AG 
for years exported ‘vulnerable’ 
encryption machines,” it said.

The government has until 
June next year to officially 

comment on the report.
Several of Switzerland’s left-

leaning parties meanwhile 
called on Tuesday for the crea-
tion of a full-fledged parlia-
mentary commission to do a 
more in-depth investigation.

According to the revelations 
in February by the Washing-
ton Post, German broadcaster 
ZDF and Swiss broadcaster 
SRF, Crypto served for dec-
ades as a Trojan horse to spy 
on governments worldwide.

The company supplied 
devices for encoded commu-
nications to some 120 coun-
tries from after World War II 
to the beginning of this cen-
tury, including Iran, South 
American governments, and 
India and Pakistan.

Unknown to those govern-
ments, Crypto was secretly 
acquired in 1970 by the CIA 
together with the then-West 
Germany’s BND Federal 
Intelligence Service.

Together they rigged Cryp-
to’s equipment to be able to 
easily break the codes and 
read the government cus-
tomers’ messages.

Citing a classified internal 
CIA history of what was origi-
nally called operation “The-
saurus” and later “Rubicon”, 
the reports said in the 1980s 
the harvest from the Crypto 
machines supplied roughly 40 
per cent of all the foreign com-
munications US code-break-
ers processed for intelligence.

The spy agencies were thus 
able to gather precious infor-
mation during major crises, 
such as the hostage crisis at 
the US embassy in Tehran in 
1979 and the 1982 Falklands 
War between Argentina and 
Britain. aFP

Entities in Nov 3 event identified 

alight at the end of the tunnel
daredevil motorcycle rider Captain Shivam Singh (centre) of the Indian armed Forces comes out ablaze after riding his bike through a tunnel of 
fire in an attempt to break the world records in Bangalore on tuesday. Singh broke the guinness Book of World Records passing 127m. AFP
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BAKC represents poor in nearly 5,000 cases  
Voun Dara

AS of November, the Bar Asso-
ciation of the Kingdom of Cam-
bodia (BAKC) has provided legal 
representation in nearly 5,000 
cases for poor people at the 
Phnom Penh municipal and 
provincial courts, an increase of 
nearly 30 per cent compared to 
the same period last year.

BAKC president Ly Chantola 
told The Post on November 11 
that the bar had stand-by del-
egates at courts in four regions 
of the capital and provinces 
across the country. BAKC del-
egates focused on suspects 
accused of criminal offences.

“For 2020, we have provided 
legal representation in nearly 
5,000 cases for poor people. 
We noticed that this number 
increased because people 
have learned a lot about laws. 
When they have problems 
[court cases], they always 
come to legal experts or law-
yers for help,” he said.

Chantola added the BAKC 
received financial help from the 

government, which typically 
provides $100 per case.  But 
consider how long cases can 
take to be solved, the fee is not 
enough to fully compensate the 
lawyers providing the service. 

“This work is voluntary. We 
also request the government to 
continue increasing its annual 
financial support to the bar. 
Hopefully, the association 
helps coordinate carrying out 
[this] voluntary work to defend 
cases to help poor people. Cas-

es have increased significantly 
recently,” he said.

Ministry of Justice spokesman 
Chin Malin said on November 
11 that the BAKC had worked 
extensively with the ministry 
concerning legal aid.  

The BAKC assigns lawyers to 
people in need free-of-charge 
and the ministry pays a fee to 
help the volunteer defence law-
yers represent the suspects. 

“The BAKC has also joined 
the justice ministry in its cam-

paign to clear a backlog of 
cases at the Phnom Penh 
municipal and provincial 
courts,” he said.

According to a one-year work 
progress report of the BAKC’s 
12th mandate, 253 volunteer 
lawyers had defended cases for 
poor people across the country. 

The report showed that in the 
second quarter of this year, the 
BAKC provided legal representa-
tion in 2,566 cases for 4,000 poor 
clients (291 females), 826 of 
whom were minors. The BAKC 
also provided legal consultation 
in 226 cases for poor clients.

The BAKC said that to pro-
vide poor people with legal 
services more quickly, requests 
should be made on the Tele-
gram messaging app first. 

Each office of BAKC delegates 
working with poorer clients 
uploads case data to a system 
which can be accessed at the 
BAKC head office. The capacity 
of the data system enabled the 
BAKC to know which lawyers 
were assigned to cases and view 
how the case proceeds.

National
2 THE PHNOM PENH POST  NovEMBEr  12, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Continued from page 1

for 30 years. It said the deal 
could be renewed every 10 
years afterwards.  

Cambodian leaders, in-
cluding Prime Minister Hun 
Sen, have repeatedly denied 
such claim, saying Cambo-
dia welcomed vessels from 
any country to dock with 
prior request. 

Banh said on November 10 
that the ream Naval Base was 
being upgraded to enhance 
Cambodia’s capabilities and 
address its needs and inter-
ests, not to serve the purpose 
of any other countries.

He confirmed that the two 
buildings were funded by the 
US and Australia, which had 
also equipped the facilities 
with materials and donated 
boats to be used for mari-
time activities.

“This case is like drama se-
ries. They [US and Australia] 
helped us a little bit, but they 
attached a lot of conditions 
for us. I think sometimes we 
have to free ourselves from 
those conditions because 
they only hinder us from ad-
vancing ourselves and ad-
dressing defence needs. We 
need to move on,” Banh said. 

Chad roedemeier, the 
spokesman for the US em-
bassy in Phnom Penh, said 
the US was disappointed that 
Cambodian military authori-
ties demolished another US-
funded maritime security fa-
cility. He said the demolition 
was done without notifica-
tion or explanation.

“The prime minister [Hun 
Sen] has said Cambodia 
would not allow an exclusive 
or permanent foreign mili-
tary presence anywhere in 
the country and that ships 
from around the world will 
be welcomed to [dock] at 
ream. We hope the govern-
ment continues to abide by 
that position,” he said.

Chheang vannarith, the 
president of the Asian vi-
sion Institute (AvI), said the 
US’ disappointment was de-
pendant on how the US per-
ceived the relocation of the 
buildings.

Bilateral dialogue and con-
sultation are critical to pro-
moting mutual understand-
ing, he said.

Asked if he believed there 
was a secret deal with China, 
vannarith said: “We need 
to move from a ‘post-truth 
world’ to a ‘truth world’. We 
need facts and evidence to 
support our arguments and 
positions. If the US still be-
lieves that Cambodia and 
China have a ‘secret deal’, it 
should release the evidence 
to the public. regional ob-
servers and analysts are re-
ally interested to see it.”

royal Academy of Cambo-
dia president Sok Touch said 
Cambodia should only notify 
the US about the relocation of 
the buildings to show respect 
for US humanitarian aid. But 
in this case, he said, Cambo-
dia can remove those build-
ings if they are responding to 
actual needs, as they are in 
Cambodian territory. 

Touch said he did not be-
lieve there was a ‘secret deal’ 
between the two countries 
because Cambodia’s Con-
stitution does not allow for 
such a deal. All agreements 
must be drafted by the gov-
ernment and passed by the 
National Assembly, he said.

“It is actually a geopolitical 
issue. The US tries to [con-
trol] countries in the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian 
Nations [ASEAN]. vietnam, 
a communist country, is a 
partner of the US. So, when 
Cambodia has close rela-
tions with China, the US 
loses in its geopolitics. There 
is nothing related to the re-
location of those buildings,” 
Touch said.

Gov’t: No secret deal 
inked with China for 
exclusive access to base

ocean plastic waste tackled
Orm Bunthoeurn

T
HE National Council 
for Sustainable De-
velopment (NCSD) 
is studying an ocean 

plastic management system to 
be implemented in provinces 
close to the beach and prov-
inces along the Mekong river. 

Taing Meng Eang, director of 
the NCSD’s Department of Green 
Economy, told The Post on 
November 11 the ocean plastic 
management project will be 
implemented next year. The main 
purpose is to contain and reduce 
plastic pollution in the sea. 

“In Cambodia, we have the 
Mekong river flowing into the 
sea.  So we plan to carry out 
work in some target provinces 
along the Mekong river,” he 
said.

Meng Eang said NCSD will 
cooperate with UNDP and the 
Ministry of Environment to 
implement the project with 
funding from Japan for two 
and a half years. He did not 
reveal the cost, however. 

He said the NCSD has 
received valuable input on 
expected outcomes. The first 
involves a consensus and coop-
eration in implementing the 
project along with the Phnom 
Penh municipal environment 
department, which is coordi-
nating with the education and 
tourism departments. 

The NCSD is considering 
launching an anti-waste cam-
paign for schools and people 
who live along rivers. 

NCSD is also considering 
creating recycling centres.

“The practical implementa-
tion cannot be like the expecta-
tions because many challenges 
will arise.  right now we have the 
problem of Covid-19 and flood-
ing. Do we set it aside or do we 
do it? We will do it,” he said.

Environmental expert Hem 
oudam said even if the infra-
structure is created to reduce 
and store rubbish, there remains 
a lack of recycling systems. 

“I have observed that there 
is a lack of recycling systems, 
sorting out solid and soft rub-
bish. In particular, it is the 
habit or the attitude of people 
that remains considerably lim-
ited. People throw rubbish 
outside the dustbin. They 
seem to think it is not their 
obligation,” he said.

oudam said changing peo-
ple’s attitudes takes time. 
Meanwhile, he said relevant 
institutions need to spread the 
word. They can create more 
Apps on social media that peo-
ple like to see. They can put 
out other creative and educa-

tional ideas to raise public 
awareness about the benefits 
of properly disposing of rub-
bish. Hopefully, people will 
increase their attention and 
responsibility, he said. 

Phnom Penh deputy governor 
Huot Hay said at the recently 
launched Clean Phnom Penh 
Campaign on November 4 that 
beautifying, sanitising, keeping 
Phnom Penh or any area free of 
pollution, rubbish and plastic 
waste does not depend on local 
authorities and rubbish collec-
tion companies alone. 

He said it warrants public 
participation.

Cintri workers collect rubbish along the riverside in Phnom Penh’s Chroy Changvar district. hong menea

Japan embassy decries fake recruiter
Orm Bunthoeurn

AFTEr receiving information that a 
recruitment agency was charging fees to 
apply to the Consular office of Japan in 
Siem reap province, the Japanese embas-
sy asserted that it does not employ the 
services of any agencies when hiring for 
the embassy or consular office.

“recently, there has been a case where a 
recruitment agency required applicants to 
pay a commission to get a job opportunity 
at the Consular office of Japan in Siem reap,” 
it said in a notification on November 10.

The embassy, which did not specify 

the name of the recruitment agency in 
question, called on all citizens, espe-
cially those seeking employment, to be 
careful to avoid any loss. 

“All recruitments of the Japanese embas-
sy are never performed through a company 
or recruitment agency. All information is 
posted only on the embassy’s website and 
its official Facebook page,” it said.

Chan Sokhom Cheta, the chief of Siem 
reap provincial Department of Labour 
and vocational Training, said on Novem-
ber 11 that job postings made online could 
not be managed by the department.

“If a company that recruits workers abroad 

has the proper registration, we can control. 
But [this case] is something we need to 
investigate with the authorities,” he said.

Provincial deputy governor Ly Samrith 
said on November 11 that the case 
involved fraudsters with malicious 
intent in Siem reap. 

Samrith regretted that the scammers 
had not been identified.

“Now we are having an investigation and 
calling on individuals affected by this case 
to come together to provide additional 
information related to [the culprits] to 
ensure the protection of the interests of 
the people and the law,” he said.

BAKC president Ly Chantola. heng chivoan
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CellCard, part of the royal 
Group of Companies, on 
Wednesday signed a major 
framework agreement with 

ZTe Corporation for the introduction 
of 5G, as well as to increase 4G cov-
erage and capacity across Cambodia.

The signing ceremony was pre-
sided over by royal Group chairman 
Neak Oknha Kith Meng and ZTe 
Southeast asia managing director of 
engineering and services Song Chao-
jun, with senior management from 
both companies in attendance. 

The agreement comes at a crucial  
time for Cellcard and royal Group as 
they formalise plans for rolling out 
5G and evolving 4G lTe coverage 
and quality.

The agreement covers a significant 
financial investment that will position 
Cambodia as a one of the leading na-
tions in the region for 5G adoption.

Cellcard, the only Cambodian-
owned operator in the Kingdom and 
the longest serving with 24 years of 
operations, has long advocated its 

5G intentions to bring to  
fruition the chairman of the royal 
Group’s vision of a fully digitalised 
Cambodia.

Neak Oknha Kith Meng’s vision 
directly supports the royal Govern-
ment’s agenda for Industry 4.0 to 
support the growth of the economy 
and the Kingdom’s GdP, and to 
empower all Cambodians to benefit 
from the advantages of living in a 
digital society.

royal Group’s ICT division of 
Cellcard, Wing Money and ezecom 
as well as broadcasting operations 
CBS and digital Sky are in close 
collaboration on a shared digital 
strategy for Cambodia.

The strategy will see a full trans-

formation of the ICT sector as  
the role of connectivity, data, 
content and security in people’s 
everyday lives changes with the 
introduction of 5G and the large-
scale adoption of technologies such 
as the “Internet of Things” (IoT), 
big data, artificial intelligence (aI), 
virtual reality (Vr) and augmented 
reality (ar).

Neak Oknha Kith Meng said 
Cellcard together with the ICT divi-
sion’s operations would ensure the 
introduction of 5G in Cambodia 
would be of great humanitarian 
impact, improving healthcare, edu-
cation and security for all, and help 
drive a strong Cambodian economy 
into the future.  

Cellcard and Royal Group signal  introduction 
of 5G with signing of agreement with ZTE
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Neak Oknha Kith Meng (left) and ZTE Southeast Asia managing director of engineering and services Song Chaojun. Guests attend the signing ceremony in the capital on Wednesday.  

Kim Sarom

ronG CHHUn, a member of the 
Cambodia Watchdog Council (CWC) 
who was arrested on July 31 for al-
legedly inciting social chaos based 
on Facebook posts about border de-
marcation with vietnam, told a Su-
preme Court judge on november 11 
that his arrest was unlawful.  

Chhun filed a bail request and ap-
pealed his detention at the court.

He said he owned a residence and 
could be easily contacted if he need-
ed to be summoned to court again. 
He said he also had a decent job 
and promised to cooperate with the 
court if they needed him to testify. 

Chhun, also a former member 
of the national election Commit-
tee (neC), further said he  would 
not attempt to escape abroad, even 
though he holds a Canadian visa 
which expires next year. 

“Police surrounded my house at 
night and they even intended to 
break in the door to enter. In other 
words, they arrested me without an 
arrest warrant and not during ad-
ministrative hours,” he said.

regarding his appeal of the deten-
tion warrant, Chhun told the judge 
that on July 20, he travelled to Tra-
paing Phlong commune’s Trapaing 
Phlong village in Tbong Khmum 
province’s Ponhea Kraek district. He 
met with 106 families, who told him 
they had lost 60ha to vietnam. 

Authorities should have returned 
the land to people for them to grow 
crops, Chhun said. 

He said he returned home on July 21 
and wrote the Facebook posts which 
subsequently landed him in jail. 

Police arrested him at his house on 
July 31 and the Phnom Penh munic-
ipal Court charged him with causing 
social chaos under articles 494 and 
495 of the Criminal Code. 

“We just do social work to contrib-
ute to society with the government. 
So, arresting me is nothing gainful. 
In contrast, the arrest has drawn 
criticisms from foreigners and peo-
ple in the country,” he said.

Choung Choungy, one of Chhun’s 
lawyers, said the municipal court 
had charged his client with commit-
ting a flagrant crime, which he said 
is not correct. 

Choungy argued that Chhun never 
removed his Facebook posts, which 
would indicate guilt.

“rong Chhun’s arrest is contrary 
to legal proceedings and the Phnom 
Penh municipal Court used police 
minutes as a basis to charge my cli-
ent. So, the charge is also contrary to  
proceedings,” Choungy said.

Lor Chunthy, another of Chhun’s 
lawyers, said in the courtroom on no-
vember 11 that his client had not cre-
ated social chaos or incited people.

After Chhun published the posts, 
Chunthy said, there was no chaos. 

In response, however, Supreme Court 
prosecutor Chan Dara rasmey con-
cluded that the lower courts’ rejection 
of Chhun’s bail request was correct. 

“In order to prevent future offenc-
es, we retain the charged person for 
the court. For the sake of social se-
curity, I would like the trial chamber 
to uphold the Appeal Court’s judge-
ments,” he said.

After a nearly one hour trial, Judge 
Kim Sathavy said a verdict will be 
announced on november 25.

rong Chhun appeals 
detention, request bail

Covid measures tightened
Long Kimmarita

m
InISTrIeS are remind-
ing staff to practice 
serious measures to 
prevent Covid-19 in the 

wake of a visit by Hungarian minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs and Trade Peter 
Szijjarto on november 3. 

The ministry of Labour and voca-
tional Training, on its part, announced 
on november 10 that employees must 
increase attention and effectiveness 
in preventing the spread of Covid-19, 
especially in factories producing tex-
tiles, footwear, travel goods and bags.

The ministry advised all factories 
to assign two people from manage-
ment to form occupational health 
and safety commissions at workplac-
es to regularly advise workers about 
sanitation and health measures. 

It advised all factories to take note 
and prepare alcohol and hand sanitis-
ers at the entrances of factories, and 
to use thermometers to measure the 
temperatures of all workers. If there is 
suspicion, they have to report it to the 
ministry of Health immediately. 

“Call 115 if any workers have a 
temperature of more than 37.5 de-
gree Celsius and have symptoms like 
coughing, sneezing, runny nose, sore 
throat, shortness of breath or difficulty 
breathing, have a travel history to plac-
es affected by Covid-19 or have been in 
contact with sick animals 14 days be-
fore symptoms appear,” it said. 

The ministry expects factory own-
ers, workers, professional organisa-
tions and the public to take part in 
following the guidelines properly 
and effectively. 

The ministry of Public Works and 
Transport advised its officers to work 

as normal, but they have to observe 
their health conditions daily.

At the same time, the ministry 
of Public Works and Transport an-
nounced on november 10 that its 
staff will fill out digital reports about 
their conditions daily.

The ministry of education, Youth 
and Sport has also advised officials 
at national-level units to work on-
line from home and suspend check-
ing attendance. 

minister Hang Chuon naron said 
the ministry allows its officials to 
pass documents through an online 
network. 

“They have to maintain hygiene 
by washing their hands with soap or 
alcohol regularly. All entrances and 
exits must have thermometers and 
people must wear masks regularly. 

Those who do not follow the guide-
lines must not be allowed to enter 
the workplace,” he said. 

Hen Phearak, a respiratory doctor 
with over 20 years experience, said 
the prevention measures introduced 
by the government and the health 
ministry was warranted following 
the Hungarian delegation visit. 

“These measures are correct when 
we are confronting [Covid-19]. We 
were not careful enough when the 
Covid-19 situation got better be-
fore the visit. We cannot forget it al-
though it has not spread to the com-
munity yet,” he said. 

Phearak said he was not concerned 
about community transmission 
if the government and the people 
strictly follow the health ministry 
guidelines.

A health worker sprays disinfectant at a quarantine centre in Kandal province. heng 
chivoan



Soth Koemsoeun

SIX retired and contracted 
police officers have been sus-
pended by Phnom Penh mu-
nicipal police chief Sar Thet 
for selling fire extinguishers 
without a permit.

On November 7, the six – 
one of them a retiree – from 
the Phnom Penh municipal 
police department, went to 
sell fire extinguishers in Doe-
um Mean commune, in Kan-
dal province’s Takhmao town.

One resident reported the 
officers were from the Phnom 
Penh municipal fire preven-

tion department and came to 
sell the extinguishers without 
authorisation.

Thet said on November 10 the 
officers failed to follow man-
agement guidelines but did not 
violate the Criminal Code.

“We are still questioning 
them and they will be fined. 
They have done this not just 
once, but many times, and 
this time we received informa-
tion from people,” he said.

Neth Vantha, director of the 
National Police’s Department 
of Fire Prevention, Extinguish-
ing and Rescue, said on No-
vember 10 that the six were 

first held by the Doeum Mean 
commune police and then 
sent to the Phnom Penh mu-
nicipal police for questioning.

“They are not convicted of 
any criminal offences. They 
just disobeyed guidance. The 
municipal police have sum-
moned them for questioning, 
but I do not know the deci-
sion yet,” he said.

Vantha encouraged police 
officers involved in firefight-
ing to educate people in their 
localities so that they can par-
ticipate in preventing future 
fires, but not to sell fire extin-
guishers to people.

Officers suspended after 
selling fire extinguishers
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‘Adult entertainment’ 
venues to stay closed 
Mom Kunthear

F
OLLOWING the clo-
sure of KTV karaoke 
parlours, beer gar-
dens and nightclubs, 

officials will start to make the 
rounds to ensure business 
owners follow the new gov-
ernment guidelines.

Ministry of Tourism under-
secretary of state Top Sopheak 
told The Post on November 10 
that all tourism departments 
and relevant authorities were 
following government orders 
to ensure adult entertainment 
business activities ceased. 

“Previously, the government 
ordered the closure of karaoke 
[clubs] and entertainment 
clubs, which we call adult en-
tertainment centres, but we 

did not close restaurants or 
resorts. but without guests or 
because of bankruptcy, some 
closed or suspended [their 
operations],” he said.

He added the ministry had 
created a Covid-19 Control 
Team to work with relevant au-
thorities to conduct nationwide 
inspections to ensure the new 
guidelines are being followed.

Sopheak called on all tour op-
erators and tourism businesses 
to be patient and participate in 
preventing the spread of Covid-
19 by making their business lo-
cations safe for customers.

“businesses that the gov-
ernment prohibits, such as 
KTV and entertainment clubs, 
must stay closed. If business-
es reopen in violation of the 
guidelines, authorities will 

take action in accordance with 
legal procedures,” he said.

On November 9, tourism 
minister Thong Khon issued 
an announcement about the 
closures.

Khon said municipal and 
provincial governors must 
continue to implement the 
guidelines of the tourism and 
health ministries.

Preah Sihanouk provincial 
tourism department director 
Taing Sochet Kresna told The 
Post on November 11 that of-
ficials had inspected more 
than 20 entertainment venues 
in the province to ensure they 
are following the guidelines.

“There are more than 40 
entertainment venues in our 
province, but about 50 per 
cent are closed due to Covid-
19,” he said.

He added that several busi-
nesses had closed on their own 
while some were still operating 
as restaurants, which is allowed. 

According to a Phnom Penh 
municipal tourism department 
report, more than 400 enter-
tainment venues suspended 
their businesses following 
the ministries’ instructions in 
response to the so-called No-
vember 3 event, when Hungar-
ian Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade Peter Szijjarto vis-
ited Cambodia and later tested 
positive for Covid-19 in the 
Thai capital bangkok.A KTV is inspected in Battambang province. supplied

The police officers are accused of failing to follow management guidelines. Municipal fire departMent



National
5THE PHNOM PENH POST  november  12, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Winter coats issued to 
troops in b meanchey
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

r
oYAL Cambodian 
Armed Forces (rCAF) 
deputy commander-
in-chief Hun manet 

distributed more than 12,000 
winter coats on november 10 
to the army, border police and 
military Police in military 
region 5 for use in the coming 
winter.

major General Chhun mao, the 
first regional commander of mil-
itary region 5 in banteay 
meanchey province, told The Post 
the winter coats were a precious 
gift. He said it showed the deep 
respect of the government for the 
armed forces, which are fulfilling 
their role of protecting the peace 
of the people and society.

“We are very pleased as the coat 
will provide comfort to our forces 
in conducting security patrols 
along the border,” he said.

mao said the weather on the 
Cambodian-Thai border in 
banteay meanchey has 
dropped to 20 degrees Celsius 
with strong winds, especially 
between 5am and 8am.

Chak vichet, a military offic-
er at Infantry brigade 51 in the 
province, said coats were also 
distributed last year. In the 
rainy season, the government 
also provided raincoats to the 
army and the armed forces.

“When the rainy season 
comes, I get a raincoat, and now 

that winter is approaching, I 
also get a winter coat, which 
shows the government cares 
about our wellbeing,” he said.

The coat distribution took 
place at Infantry brigade 51 
Command in Preah netr Preah 
district’s Chup vary commune. 
manet called on the military 
forces to strengthen their man-
agement and be ready with all 
means and materials.

“The forces must regularly 
inspect the circulation of explo-
sives weapons and weed out the 
illegal use of weapons in banteay 
meanchey province,” he said.

According to a weather fore-
cast from the ministry of Water 

resources and meteorology 
released on november 10, tem-
peratures could drop to between 
20C and 21C for the provinces 
adjacent to the Dangrek moun-
tains range and northeastern 
highlands. In the central low-
lands, temperatures could drop 
to between 21C and 23C, and in 
coastal provinces, it will hover 
between 22C and 24C.

The ministry said the cold 
temperatures caused by tropi-
cal depression and low pressure 
are related to tropical storms 
etau and vamco and will occur 
from november 15-17. Cool 
winds and light to moderate 
rainfall are expected.

RCAF deputy commander Hun Manet distributed more than 12,000 winter 
coats to troops. Hun Manet facebook page

Soldier steps on mine, dies

Kingdom chalks up 301 Covid-19 cases

Soth Koemsoeun

A mILITArY border guard 
died at the Preah vihear Pro-
vincial referral Hospital after 
stepping on a landmine and 
suffering injuries to his right 
leg and body last week.

The incident took place in 
Choam Ksan district’s Sra em 
commune. 

Hospital director Sok vea-
sna said the officer, mut 
Khuoch, a 26-year-old from 
Kampong Thom province, 
died upon arrival. 

“His condition was extremely 
critical. He was very pale 

because he lost too much blood. 
Doctors attempted to insert a 
lot of blood but still could not 
save his life,” veasna said. 

veasna said the hospital 
had delivered his body to his 
relatives in Kampong Thom 
for a traditional funeral. 

Sra em commune police 
chief Huy Sophon said the vic-
tim was a Lieutenant Colonel 
in the border Police battalion 
385 at Phnom Ta Thao border 
in the commune.

He said Khouch was on patrol 
with 15 other soldiers when he 
stepped on the mine, which blew 
him 5m. The other soldiers imme-

diately ran to cover his wound 
and took him to the hospital. 

“I did not know if he died or 
not. I observed that his injuries 
were extremely critical. A lot of 
blood was flowing. There were 
many small scratches on his 
body. His right leg was 
destroyed entirely,” he said.  

battalion 385 Commander 
Sea roeun could not be 
reached for comment. 

Cambodian mine Action Cen-
tre (CmAC) director-general 
Heng ratana noted the incident 
in a Facebook post on november 
11 and expressed despair about 
the dangers caused by mines.

Continued from page 1

A total of 1,481 samples 
were tested by the Institut 
Pasteur du Cambodge (IPC). 
Four were positive for Covid-
19 and are receiving treat-
ment at the Khmer-Soviet 
Friendship Hospital.

In a separate case, the min-
istry on november 11 found 
one person tested positive for 
Covid-19 – a 35-year-old US 
woman who travelled from 
the US via a connected flight 
in South Korea. 

In a press release, the minis-
try said the woman arrived in 
Cambodia on november 4. She 
tested positive on a second test 
on the seventh day of her quar-
antine and is now receiving 

treatment at the Khmer-Soviet 
Friendship Hospital.

All of the 66 passengers on 
the flight with the woman 
tested negative for Covid-19. 

The latest cases bring the 
total Covid-19 tally to 301 as 
of november 11, with 13 re-
maining hospitalised. 

Health minister mam 
bunheng reiterated his calls 
for people to maintain social 
distancing.

He said Covid-19 is trans-
mitted through contact with 
droplets from one person to 
another when an infected 
person speaks, laughs, sings, 
coughs or sneezes.

“People must keep a safe 
distance of 1.5m or more from 
one another, such as sitting, 

standing, waiting or talking. 
Avoid hugging, kissing and 
shaking hands,” he said.

on november 11, Prime 
minister Hun Sen ordered the 
ministry to release two mil-
lion face masks for Phnom 
Penh municipal governor 
Khuong Sreng to distribute 
to needy people in poor com-
munities in the capital.

The Kandal Provincial Ad-
ministration announced the 
same day that civil servants 
working in the provincial 
halls to get a free Covid-19 
test at Chey Chumneas re-
ferral Hospital in Takhmao 
town to help prevent and 
avoid the unpredictable risk 
of a deadly disease spread-
ing in the community.
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vIeTnAm’S ministry of Fi-
nance is working with other 
ministries to issue green bonds 
next year, an official said.

nguyen Hoang Duong, dep-
uty director of the ministry’s 
Department of banking and Fi-
nancial Institutions, made the 
statement at a seminar held in 
Ho Chi minh City on monday.

Green bonds are a type of 
debt issued by public or pri-
vate institutions which use 
the funds for environmental 
purposes.

“Due to the impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic and the 
slow progress of some public 
investment projects, the plan 
to issue green bonds has also 
been extended,” Duong said.

He said the ministry has 
worked with donors and a 
number of businesses to 
boost the issuance of green 
bonds in the near future.

The ministry has also sought 
international funds to support 
businesses in green bond is-
suance and consulting.

Green bonds were an in-

vestment field with great po-
tential for development, said 
nguyen Hoai Thu, Head of 
Investment, Public equities & 
Fixed Income at vinaCapital.

Thu said green bonds were 
related to clean investment, 
including environment, soci-
ety and corporate governance 
as well as clean energy.

In vietnam, the govern-
ment’s sustainable develop-
ment orientation to 2030 also 
focuses on green growth as 
well as green financial prod-
ucts, including green bonds.

According to experts, green 
bonds are also a type of debt, 
but the proceeds from green 
bond issuance must be used 
to implement green projects.

This will be an important 
capital channel for investors 
interested in sustainable devel-
opment factors, especially in 
the context of climate change, 
creating favourable conditions 
to attract large capital for green 
growth and sustainable growth 
in the future. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

vietnam’s ministry of 
Finance ready to issue 
green bonds next year

Trade with S Korea slips 15% to $661m in eight months
Thou Vireak

bILATerAL trade between Cambo-
dia and South Korea were to the tune 
of $661.15 million in the first nine 
months of this year, down 15 per cent 
from the same period last year, accord-
ing to data compiled by the Korea In-

ternational Trade Association (Kita).
The Kingdom exported more than 

$246.20 million worth of goods to 
South Korea, down 4.9 per cent year-
on-year, and imported $414.95 mil-
lion, down 20 per cent year-on-year, 
its tabulations show.

exports to South Korea mostly 

comprised of clothes, footwear, trav-
el goods, beverages, components 
for electronic equipment, rubber, 
pharmaceuticals and agricultural 
products, Kita said.

meanwhile, it said, the Kingdom 
mainly imported vehicles, electronics, 
kitchen appliances, beverages, phar-
maceuticals and plastic products.

mao Sothea, a sales manager at 
Kirirom Food Product Co Ltd, a 
mango processor and exporter, told 
The Post that the Covid-19 econom-
ic shutdown has hurt her company’s 
dried-mango exports.

She said her company exported 
about 2,000 tonnes of dried mango 
to international markets in the first 
nine months of this year, of which 
South Korean-bound shipments took 
a 50 per cent year-on-year plunge.

“orders from new and existing [South 
Korean] customers were stagnant. The 
global economic downturn may be the 
main culprit, but the fact that our prod-
uct is not a daily necessity like milled 
rice is also responsible for the muted 
demand. We exported only about three 

tonnes of dried mango to Korea during 
the period,” Sothea said.

However, she voiced her optimism 
that the upcoming Cambodia-Korea 
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) will open 
the door for Cambodian products to 
flow into the Korean market and breed 
new opportunities for investors from 
both countries to find trade partners.

“Considering the plethora of poten-
tial products at our disposal such as 
fresh and dehydrated mangoes, cashew 
nuts and pepper, I believe that the FTA 
will help perk up Cambodia’s export fig-
ures,” Sothea said.

She said the FTA will also give a shot 
in the arm to the Kingdom’s market 
value competitiveness and place it in 
an improved position to capitalise on 
international market opportunities.

“We need to work on tightening our 
quality and hygiene standards and 
ensuring greater numbers for export 
in order to have a better shot at pen-
etrating into the Korean market. 

“We also have the chance to get a 
better feel for Korean market trends, 
enabling our investors to come up 

with innovative ideas for new prod-
ucts to meet the needs of the Korean 
market,” Sothea said.

Cambodian ambassador to South 
Korea Long Dimanche told The Post 
that a number of the Kingdom’s 
agricultural products have made 
their debut on the South Korean 
market, including fresh mangoes 
and yellow bananas.

He said the embassy team is work-
ing to attract Koreans investors to 
the Kingdom.

“We will strive to entice Korean in-
vestors into working with our guys 
back home. As I see it, cooperation 
between Korean and Cambodian 
investors in all areas is crucial to 
enhance our competitiveness in at-
tracting [foreign] investment into 
Cambodia,” he said. 

bilateral trade between Cambodia 
and Korea reached more than $1 bil-
lion last year, up six per cent from 
2018, according to data from Kita. 
The Kingdom exported $336 million 
worth of goods and imported $697 
million.

Cambodia’s mangoes have been approved by South Korean authorities to be exported 
into that country. YONHAP NEWS AGENCY

Green bonds are a type of debt issued by public or private institutions 
which use the funds for environmental purposes. PIXABAY

ImF calls on ASeAn to team 
up on joint economic recovery
May Kunmakara

I
nTernATIonAL mon-
etary Fund (ImF) man-
aging director Kristalina 
Georgieva called on all 

ASeAn leaders to join hands 
in the battle against Covid-19 
and ensure a quick economic 
recovery.

She said this at the joint 
ImF-State bank of vietnam 
High-Level Conference held on 
Tuesday via video link under 
the theme Securing Growth and 
Resilience in the ASEAN: Policies 
for the Post-COVID World.

The event was also attend-
ed by national bank of Cam-
bodia (nbC) governor Chea 
Chanto, vietnamese Deputy 
Prime minister Pham binh 
minh, State bank of vietnam 
deputy governor nguyen Thi 
Hong, Indonesian minister 
of Finance Sri mulyani Indra-
wati and governors of other 
ASeAn central banks.

Georgieva said: “For years, 
the world has admired the 
spirit of cooperation that de-
fines the ASeAn way. ASeAn’s 
embrace of openness and 
learning from one another 
over the years helped create 
thriving middle classes and 
raise living standards for mil-
lions of people.

“Last year, the 10 ASeAn 
countries contributed 10 per 
cent of global growth – just as 
much as the 19 countries in 
the eurozone.

“Unless we act decisively, 
unless we act together, there 
could be long-lasting scarring 
from this pandemic. We also 
recognise that we are faced 

with other shocks, especially 
caused by a climate crisis.

“It breaks my heart to see 
the terrible impact of re-
cent flooding on vietnam, 
Cambodia and the Lao PDr. 
building resilience of people 
and economies to shocks is a 
pressing imperative.

The nbC said Cambodia 
and ASeAn have rolled out 
a steady stream of measures 
in response to the pandemic, 

including fiscal policy, stimu-
lus packages and “cautious” 
macroeconomic policy.

These, it said, aim to en-
hance the livelihood security 
of the low-income and vulner-
able populations and under-
pin socio-economic activities.

“The Covid-19 pandemic is 
an emergency like no other. 
no one country can avoid 
the impact of the health crisis 
and its severe impact on the 

economy, and uncertainty 
from the spread of the coro-
navirus remains a threat.

“To unreservedly ensure the 
efficiency of the policies, all is-
sued measures must have a 
specific and targeted focus and 
implemented at suitable times 
to avoid moral dilemmas and 
unforeseen consequences.

“When the health crisis 
ends, policymakers have to 
prioritise the most severely 
affected sectors. It is vital that 
the government allocate re-
sources in an efficient manner 
that would best push up new 
growth, solve structural issues 
and build market confidence 
to enhance private sector in-
vestment,” the nbC said.

According to Georgieva, in the 
Asia-Pacific region overall, the 
ImF projects a 2.2 per cent con-
traction this year and a return 
to 6.9 per cent growth next year, 
revised upwards from June.

These figures match the 
ImF’s latest Regional Eco-
nomic Outlook, released on 
october 21.

on october 13, the ImF 
projected a 2.8 per cent con-
traction in the Cambodian 
economy this year, and a 
sharp rebound next year to 
6.8 per cent growth.

Georgieva said: “Going for-
ward, it will be critical for 
countries within their param-
eters and capacity to maintain 
crucial fiscal and monetary 
measures, and importantly, 
to continue to target those 
measures in a way that helps 
the most vulnerable people, 
the most vulnerable parts of 
the economy.”

National Bank of Cambodia governor Chea Chanto attends the IMF-State 
Bank of Vietnam High-Level Conference held on Tuesday. NBC



Boeing Co on Tuesday said 
it was hit with another 12 
cancelled orders for the 737 
Max, as the flagship aircraft is 
close to returning to the skies 
after being grounded since 
March last year following two 
deadly crashes.

The US aviation giant, 
which has been battered by 
the Max crisis as well as the 
fallout from the pandemic 
that has devastated airline 
travel, received no new orders 
last month and delivered only 
13 aircraft.

The plane was grounded 
after two crashes that killed 
a total of 46 people, but the 
company has been working 
with regulators to address the 
issues that contributed to the 
accidents and was closer to 
receiving the green light to re-
turn to service.

According to news reports 
that could be as soon as no-
vember 18.

“The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration [FAA] is in the fi-
nal stages of reviewing the pro-
posed changes to the Boeing 
737 Max,” FAA administrator 
Steve Dickson said on Monday 
in a message sent to AFP.

“We expect that this process 
will be finished in the com-
ing days, once the agency is 
satisfied that Boeing has ad-
dressed the safety issues that 
played a role in the tragic loss 
of 346 lives aboard Lion Air 
Flight 610 and ethiopian Air-
lines Flight 302.”

Airlines can then start train-
ing their pilots, which could 
take several weeks. 

American Airlines currently 
plans to return the 737 Max to 
service in the final days of the 
year, with daily flights from 
December 29 to January 4 on 
Miami-new York routes.

Southwest, which has more 
of the aircraft in its fleet, is 
not planning to schedule pas-
senger flights on the plane 
before the second quarter of 
next year. AFP
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gemstone, jewellery exports rocket 
716.8 per cent in first eight months

Boeing hit 
with more 
cancelled 
MAX orders 

vietnam’s Mekong Delta ships out $783M in seafood

Thou Vireak

C
AMBoDiA exported 
$2.22 billion worth 
of gemstones and 
jewellery in the first 

eight months of this year, a jaw-
dropping 716.8 per cent leap 
compared to the same period 
last year, the Ministry of econ-
omy and Finance reported.

ieng Chheng, the owner of 
Channy Jewelry in Kandal 
market in Phnom Penh’s Daun 
Penh district, told The Post 
that the price of gold has seen 
fluctuations much in line with 
those in the global market.

on Wednesday, the sell-
ing price of gold at her shop 
stood at $2,272 per damloeng 
(a local unit of weight equiva-
lent to 37.5g), up $20 from the 
day before, she said.

Meanwhile, platinum at 7.5-
teuk (a local measurement of 
the ratio of a precious metal 
to other metals or alloys; this 
is equivalent to 18 carats or 75 
per cent purity) was going for 
$1,760 per damloeng, she said.

A damloeng is further divid-
ed into 10 chy, 100 hun or into 
tiny 1000 ly bits, while a neal is 
16 damloeng, or 600g. Under-
standing these local units of 
weight is vital for anyone con-
sidering doing business with 
gold traders in the Kingdom.

Chheng described a famil-
iar scenario – people excited 
about a downtick in gold 
prices scrambling to buy the 
precious metal in anticipa-
tion of a price hike.

“A lot of people come to my 
shop to buy gold – they ask 
what [my selling] price is for 
gold, eager to buy in bulk. Most 
end up buying between five 
and 10 damloeng,” she said.

A goldsmith and dealer 
based in Prek eng market in 
the capital’s southeastern 
Chbar Ampov district, who 
asked to remain anonymous, 
said most of the gold for sale 
at his shop came from viet-
nam and Thailand.

“When european produc-

ers decide to release gold, its 
price jumps. People will then 
raise their prices on the mar-
ket considering how we bring 
in gold from europe,” he said.

Cambodia also imported 
more than $194 million worth 
of gems and jewellery last 
year to supply the domestic 
market, the Ministry of Com-
merce reported.

it said Thailand, Singapore, 
Canada, Belgium and Hong 
Kong are Cambodia’s largest 
import markets among 16 
other destinations, including 
the US, india, China, viet-
nam, Japan, Malaysia, South 
Korea and italy.

Chhea Chhayheng, a finan-
cial adviser for derivatives 
brokerage firm golden FX 

Link Capital Co Ltd, previous-
ly told The Post that the Covid-
19 global health crisis has rav-
aged the regional and global 
economies, melting away 
people’s confidence in the 
US dollar and coaxing them 
to buy gold in hopes that the 
price will extend its upswing.

“The reason for rises in 
gold price is that when 
people lose confidence in 
the value of the dollar, they 
withdraw their money to in-
vest in gold,” he said.

Yos Monirath, the director-
general of the Ministry of 
Mines and energy’s general 
Department of Mineral re-
sources, said there are cur-
rently two large gold mining 
companies operating in the 

Kingdom’s northeast.
Australian-listed mining firm 

emerald resources nL is cur-
rently developing the okvau 
gold project in Mondulkiri 
province and expects to begin 
extracting gold next year.

According to Monirath, em-
erald resources is also build-
ing a refinery estimated to be 
able to process one million 
ounces of gold per year.

He said: “We hope the com-
pany will be able to refine gold 
for the first time in the fourth 
quarter of 2021 [as planned], if 
there are no obstacles. We will 
then be able to export gold to 
international markets.”

Cambodia exported over 
$418.29 million worth of 
gemstones and jewellery to 

the international market last 
year, the commerce ministry 
reported.

Singapore was Cambodia’s 
largest export market, worth 
$226 million. Thailand ranked 
second and imported around 
$165 million worth of jewel-
lery while the US ranked third 
and imported more than $23 
million, said the report.

other export destinations 
included vietnam ($3.36 mil-
lion), Belgium ($ 1.15 mil-
lion), Japan ($110,000), italy 
($1,851) and China ($1,142).

The report measured ex-
ports of natural or cultured 
pearls, precious or semi-pre-
cious stones, metals, precious 
metals, imitation jewellery 
and coins.

SeAFooD exports by vietnam’s 
Mekong Delta provinces are 
picking up after a lull caused by 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Ca Mau, one of the largest 
shrimp producing provinces, 
struggled earlier this year, but 
exports have been improving re-
cently due to authorities’ support 
and businesses’ own efforts.

Shrimp exports in the first 10 
months of this year were worth 
over $783 million, six per cent 
higher year-on-year.

Shrimp export by Bac Lieu 
province topped $600 million, a 
five per cent increase.

Huynh Thanh Tan, director of 
the Ca Mau Seafood Processing 
and Service JSC, said prices of 
raw shrimp were down for a long 
time due to the pandemic, and 
farmers cut back on production. 
recent rains and rising tides also 
hit shrimp farming, he said.

Shrimp prices are recovering 

as more businesses are buying, 
and as a result farmers are re-
suming farming.

Supply is expected to recover 
by the start of next year.

nguyen viet Trung, head of the 
commerce management division 
at the Ca Mau Department of in-
dustry and Trade, said the europe-
vietnam Free Trade Agreement 
would provide a good opportunity 
for shrimp exports to the eU.

Shark catfish prices had 
dropped to 17,000-19,000 dong 
($0.73-0.82) per kg, but are now 
recovering, and nguyen Thanh 
Binh, director of the Chau Thanh 
Seafood Production and Service 
Cooperative in Dong Thap prov-
ince, said processors were buying 
it now for exports at 23,000 dong, 
which gives farmers a profit.

exports dropped by 28.6 per 
cent in the first nine months of 
this year, but they are expected to 
recover by year’s end due to higher 

demand, especially during Christ-
mas and new Year, according to 
the vietnam Association of Sea-
food exporters and Producers.

exporters too are focusing on 
increasing exports, improving 
product quality and diversifying 
their product range.

Delta provinces are helping 
businesses diversify their prod-
uct portfolio process further to 
improve value added.

They are also helping busi-
nesses better understand and 
utilise free trade agreements that 
vietnam has signed with other 
countries and blocs, and helping 
farmers revive production quick-
ly and improve quality.

vietnam’s seafood exports in 
the first 10 months were worth 
$6.87 billion, and full-year ex-
ports are expected to be $8.4 
billion, a two per cent decrease 
from last year. Viet NAm News/ AsiA 

News NetwORK

The Kingdom exported $2.22 billion worth of gemstones and jewellery in the first eight months of this year, up 716.8 per cent year-on-year. heNG ChiVOAN

Seafood exports from Vietnam’s Mekong Delta, especially shrimp, are recovering after a dip 
caused by Covid-19. VietNAm News AGeNCY/Viet NAm News



Hin Pisei

C
APITAL investment 
in the Kingdom’s 
construction sector 
in the first nine 

months of this year fell 9.6 per 
cent to $5.868 billion from 
$6.494 billion in the year-ago 
period, the Ministry of Land 
Management, Urban Planning 
and Construction reported.

It said it approved 3,739 con-
struction projects (covering 
12.91 million sqm) during the 
period, up 306 or 8.9 per cent 
from the 3,433 (on 13 million 
sqm) given the green light dur-
ing the same time last year.

It noted that residential 
projects now comprise a larg-
er market share.

Cambodia Constructors As-
sociation general manager 
and secretary Chiv Sivpheng 
told The Post on Wednesday 
that lockdown restrictions had 
led to a sharp drop in foreign 
investment in large construc-
tion projects in the Kingdom.

But local investment ac-
tivity in borey, flat and villa 
projects has maintained its 
momentum, he said.

He pointed out that the re-
cent announcement of the 
Koh Norea satellite city in the 
capital’s Chbar Ampov dis-
trict – southeast across the 
Bassac River from Koh Pich 
in Chamkarmon district – has 

sparked renewed interest in 
large investment projects.

“The current downswing in 
capital investment is largely 
due to Covid-19 concerns; 
we’re sure to register a rebound 
before long,” Sivpheng said.

Khmer Foundation Ap-
praisals Co Ltd CEO Nuon 
Rithy said Covid-19 measures 
had thrown a wrench into 
plans for larger international 
investment projects, limiting 
the number of applications 

and groundbreakings.
“Capital investment can be 

moved through the banking 
system, but project owners 
of each development are re-
quired to make personal vis-
its to the sites.

“This is what led to the drop 
in capital investment for large 
projects during the period, 
especially from Cambodia-
based international inves-
tors,” he said.

On the other hand, Rithy 

pointed out that a steady stream 
of new housing investment 
projects had begun to pop out, 
buttressed by money from local 
developers. “Local investors are 
on the rise now, and they are 
splashing money on residential 
constructions,” he said.

Overall real estate sales activ-
ity had not quite regained its 
pre-Covid-19 levels, he added.

Ministry secretary of state 
Lao Tip Seiha recently told 
local media that Covid-19 
had led to many construc-
tion projects being post-
poned, especially large proj-
ects, which he said require 
permits from the ministry.

But small projects, whose 
final regulatory approval is 
in the hands of Phnom Penh 
and provincial departments 
of Land Management, Urban 
Planning and Construction, 
have enjoyed a more than 24 
per cent surge in capital in-
vestment in the period from 
January-September, he said.

The ministry last year ap-
proved 4,446 construction 
projects (up 55.07 per cent 
from 2,867 in 2018), worth 
some $9.353 billion (up 78.88 
per cent from $5.228 billion 
in 2018), on a total area of 
18.54 million sqm (up 62 per 
cent from 11.42 million sqm 
in 2018), it said in a report.

THE requirement for an area 
of refuge in Vietnam’s high-
rise buildings was necessary, 
but this might push up hous-
ing prices, according to the 
Ho Chi Minh City (HCMC) 
Real Estate Association.

The Ministry of Construction 
recently made public a draft 
about national technical stand-
ards for residential and commer-
cial buildings which had a new 
point that high-rise buildings 
must have areas of refuge where 
people could take shelter in case 
of fire or other emergencies.

The area for refuge would be 
compulsory for buildings with 
height of 100m or higher, 
meaning that 30-50 storey 
buildings should have one to 
two floors for refuge.

Le Hoang Chau, the associa-
tion’s chairman, said it was 
necessary to have areas for ref-
uge in high-rise buildings to 
ensure safety. Big cities were 
seeing the construction of 
more skyscrapers, such as the 
461.3m Landmark 81, the 336m 
Kaengnam Landmark 72 and 
the 272m Lotte Centre Hanoi.

However, there were no build-
ings in Vietnam with an area of 
refuge, except the 68-storey 
Bitexco in HCMC with the top 
floor for a helipad.

Chau said having an area for 
refuge might push up invest-
ment costs and housing prices 
which would weigh on home-
buyers. This problem needed 
to be put into consideration 
especially in the context that 

housing prices were already 
high in Vietnam.

To avoid pushing up costs for 
developers, the area of refuge 
should not be included in the 
total floor area of the project and 
the height of the refuge floor 
should not be included in the 
maximum height of the building 
when licensing, Chau said.

According to Tran Chung, 
former director of the State 
Authority for Construction Qual-
ity Inspection under the Ministry 
of Construction, there were now 
more and more apartment build-
ings of more than 40 storeys.

It was necessary to develop 
technical standards, especially 
for fire prevention and fire-
fighting, he stressed. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Property

EEC puts Pattaya in
investor spotlight 
PATTAYA will become a bright 
spot for hotel investors next 
year thanks to domestic demand 
potential, as well as the devel-
opment of the Eastern Econom-
ic Corridor (EEC), property 
consultancy firm JLL said.

The seaside town has been one 
of Thailand’s major tourism mar-
kets, with its 64,000 hotel rooms 
coming in just after Bangkok and 
slightly ahead of Phuket.

Its proximity to Bangkok and 
development of the EEC has put 
Pattaya on the spotlight since 
the new economic zone is 
expected to stimulate demand 
for hotels from both leisure and 
corporate standpoints.

Also, U-Tapao Airport’s aim 
to serve five million passengers 
and the planned high-speed 
railway linking it with Suvarna-
bhumi and Don Mueang air-
ports will further make Pattaya 
more attractive to investors. 
The railway link is expected to 
be up and running in 2025.

Despite suffering badly from 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
Pattaya hotel market is catch-
ing the attention of investors.

Chakkrit Chakrabandhu Na 
Ayudhya, executive vice-pres-
ident of investment sales in 
Asia at JLL’s Hotels and Hospi-
tality Group said: “In recent 
months, we have been getting 
an unprecedented number of 
enquiries from investors look-
ing for an opportunity to invest 
in hotels in Pattaya.

“Though we have yet to see 
a trend of deeply discounted 
hotels in the market, the situ-
ation is delicate and the land-
scape could potentially shift.

“Owners are being pressured 
by the extended burn rate. As 
the crisis prolongs, the pricing 
gap between owners and 
investors will naturally become 
narrower,” he said.

Pimpanga Yomchinda, vice-
president of investment sales 
in Asia for JLL, said: “Since the 
pandemic started, we have 
seen a lot of engagement from 
hotel owners.

“They want to understand 
the implications of various 
hold-and-disposal scenarios 
so they can make the most 
informed decisions.

“As there is no one-size-fits-all 
approach, the best way for us to 
understand the situation is to 
meet owners on the ground, 
look into their needs and help 
them customise their asset/
portfolio strategy,” she said.

Chakkrit added: “The dispos-
al process will need to be refined 
to accommodate the current 
situation by allowing more flex-
ibility with additional deal fea-
tures such as vendor financing, 
income guarantee, staged pay-
ments or delayed handover. 
This will, in turn, optimise deal 
certainty and proceeds.”

Pattaya has seen no major 
hotel transactions since 2018 
due largely to the lack of invest-
ment-grade assets being offered 
in the market, he said. It remains 
to be seen whether the pan-
demic will unlock some of them 
over the next 12 months.

According to JLL, the average 
number of keys for hotels sold 
in the last five years in Thailand 
was approximately 180. While 
hotels in Pattaya have approxi-
mately 100 keys on average, 
almost half of the hotels across 
the city have less than 50 keys.

Chakkrit said: “With a lower-
key count, it is harder to 
achieve sufficient economies 
of scales from an investor’s 
point of view. In addition, 
investors are more interested 
in Pattaya’s upscale hotel seg-
ment that accounts for less 
than 20 per cent of the city’s 
total hotel stock. The rest of 
the stock is in the midscale 
and budget segments, which 
faces strong competition.

“Traditionally, investor 
demand for Pattaya hotels 
would lean more towards rarer 
and more sought-after upscale 
and upper-upscale segments 
because the midscale.

The budget segments are 
viewed as offering lower profit-
ability and being difficult to 
differentiate due to large sup-
ply of rooms.

“We are now seeing more 
enquiries from corporate 
investors with diverse income 
streams and private equity 
funds since the pandemic 
started.” THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Capital investment in the Kingdom’s construction sector fell 9.6 per cent to $5.868 billion from $6.494 billion 
in the year-ago period. HONg mENEA

Refuge areas required in VN towers

Building investment crumbles
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world
Iran pardons 
157 detained 
after anti-gov’t 
demonstations

Iran’s judiciary announced on Tues-
day that 157 prisoners convicted of 
security offences have been pardoned 

as part of an amnesty granted by su-
preme leader ayatollah ali Khamenei.

In the latest amnesty, announced last 
week to mark the anniversary of the 
birth of the Prophet Mohammed, a total 
of 3,780 prisoners were pardoned or 
saw their sentences reduced, judiciary 
spokesman Gholamhossein Esmaili told 
a news conference.

Those pardoned included “157 
convicted of propaganda against the 
state, illegal gathering, collusion against 
national security, or participation in the 
riots”, Esmaili added.

The last was a reference to repeated 
street protests that rocked Iran between 
2017 and last year as the economy 
braced for, then reeled from, sweeping 
sanctions imposed by the administration 
of outgoing Us President Donald Trump.

Protests in november last year trig-
gered by rises in the price of fuel killed 
304 people, all but four of them shot 
dead by the security forces, London-
based human rights group amnesty 
International has said.

speaking in June, a senior Iranian law-
maker put the death toll at 230 but said 
most were killed by armed “rioters”.

Iran has released thousands of prison-
ers as part of measures to reduce the 
spread of the novel coronavirus.

But despite appeals from the Un and 
human rights groups, those convicted 
of security offences have generally been 
excluded.

In total, Iran has pardoned or granted 
early release to 20,000 prisoners over 
the past 18 months, Esmaili said. AFP

Israel’s parliament voted on 
Tuesday for the normalisa-
tion of ties with bahrain with 
a clear majority of lawmakers 
in favour.

a total of 62 members of the 
Knesset voted to endorse the 
Us-brokered agreement, with 
just 14 against.

The arab-led Joint list op-
poses normalisation of arab 
states’ ties with the Jewish state 
as long as it continues to occu-
py Palestinian territory seized 
in the 1967 six-Day war.

speaking in the televised de-
bate, Prime minister benjamin 
netanyahu chided the party for 
its attitude to the deal but said 
there would chances to “fix it” 
in future, implying more diplo-
matic accords in the pipeline.

He said: “a strong Israel 
brings other arab countries 
closer to it, including those 
that have not yet made public 
the normalisation that is de-
veloping between us.

“I am convinced that there 
will be more countries that 
will officially join the circle of 
peace.”

The Uae in august be-
came the first arab state to 
establish relations with Is-

rael since egypt in 1979 and 
Jordan in 1994. It was quickly 
followed by bahrain, and lat-
er by sudan.

The Us-brokered deals 
with the Uae and bahrain 
were formalised at the White 
House on september 15.

The outgoing administration 
of Us President Donald Trump 
has been trying to broker simi-
lar deals with other arab states.

In parliament, defence minis-
ter Gabi ashkenazi thanked the 
Us administration, bahrain’s 
King Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa 
and the crown prince.

He also thanked the bah-
raini foreign minister, abdul-
latif al-Zayani “who will be 
visiting Israel soon”.

The Gulf agreements were 
condemned by the Palestinians 
as a “betrayal” for breaking with 
years of arab league policy on 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

“There will be no peace 
without an end to the occupa-
tion,” Joint list chairman ay-
man odeh said in the debate.

The Joint list also voted 
against the accord with the 
Uae last month, although it 
passed with an overwhelming 
majority. AFP

Israeli parliament votes 
to endorse bahrain ties

russia peacekeepers head to Karabakh
rUssIan began deploying 
2,000 peacekeepers to na-
gorno-Karabakh on Tuesday 
after armenia and azerbaijan 
agreed a peace deal to end 
weeks of fierce fighting over 
the disputed region.

The moscow-brokered 
agreement came after a string 
of azerbaijani victories in its 
fight to retake the ethnic ar-
menian enclave.

It sparked celebrations in 
azerbaijan but fury in arme-
nia, where protesters took to 
the streets to denounce their 
leaders for losses in the terri-
tory, which broke from azer-
baijan’s control during a war 
in the early 1990s.

armenian Prime minister 
nikol Pashinyan, azerbaijani 
President Ilham aliyev and 
russian President vladimir 
Putin announced the deal in 
the early hours of Tuesday.

Pashinyan described the 
agreement as “unspeakably 
painful for me and for our 
people”, while aliyev said it 
amounted to a “capitulation” 
by armenia.

The full text of the deal showed 
clear gains for azerbaijan.

Its forces will retain con-
trol over areas seized in the 
fighting, including the key 

town of shusha, while arme-
nia agreed to a timetable to 
withdraw from large parts of 
nagorno-Karabakh.

a russian force of 1,960 mili-
tary personnel and 90 armoured 
personnel carriers will deploy to 
the region as peacekeepers, for 
a renewable five-year mission.

aliyev said key ally Turkey 
would also be involved in 
peacekeeping efforts.

Turkish President recep 
Tayyip erdogan said ankara 
and moscow would jointly su-
pervise the ceasefire at a “joint 
centre to be designated by 
azerbaijan in its lands saved 
from armenia’s occupation”.

He hailed the truce as a 
“right step in the direction of 
a lasting solution”.

The conflict over the terri-
tory – which has simmered 
for decades despite inter-
national efforts to reach an 
accord – erupted into fresh 
fighting late in september.

more than 1,400 people 
have been confirmed killed, 
including dozens of civilians, 
but the death toll is believed 
to be significantly higher.

azerbaijani forces made 
steady gains over the weeks of 
fighting, sweeping across the 
southern flank of the region and 

eventually into its heartland.
a turning point came on sun-

day when aliyev announced 
that his forces had captured 
shusha, the region’s strategi-
cally vital second-largest town.

“The road to lasting peace is 
often harder than war,” warned 
George Tsereteli of the organi-
sation for security and Coop-
eration in europe (osCe).

“I therefore urge all sides to 
recommit themselves to peace-
ful negotiations, in good faith”.

The announcement caused 
outrage in Yerevan, with an-
gry protesters storming gov-
ernment headquarters where 
they ransacked offices and 
broke windows.

Crowds also entered parlia-
ment and demanded Pashin-
yan’s resignation. 

Police retook control of 
both buildings but the oppo-
sition called for a protest on 
Wednesday against Pashin-
yan, who came to power lead-
ing peaceful protests in 2018.

Pashinyan said he was per-
sonally responsible for the 
Karabakh “catastrophe”, but 
defended his decision saying 
the situation could only have 
gotten worse. 

In baku joyful residents 
took to the streets chanting 
“Karabakh! Karabakh!” and 
waving azerbaijani and Turk-
ish flags. AFP

Azerbaijanis wave the national flag as they celebrate in the streets of 
the capital Baku on Tuesday. AFP

Us left warns against biden ‘status quo’
D

onalD Trump’s election 
defeat to Joe biden came 
as a relief to the Demo-
cratic party’s left flank – 

but for most progressives, the cen-
trist’s White House win ends one 
battle and launches another.

“We aren’t in a free fall to hell any-
more,” congresswoman alexandria 
ocasio-Cortez, perhaps the Us left’s 
most visible face, said in a recent in-
terview with The New York Times. 

“but whether we’re going to pick 
ourselves up or not is the lingering 
question.”

During biden’s campaign, Demo-
cratic socialists like ocasio-Cortez 
and vermont’s senator bernie sand-
ers – the runner-up in the 2016 and 
2020 primaries – buried the hatchet 
with the party’s moderates and 
helped get out the vote.

but as the dust settles it is clear 
that the tensions that arose during 
the primary over healthcare, stu-
dent debt and combating climate 
change and inequality haven’t gone 
anywhere.

“biden ultimately stands for a con-
tinuation of the status quo,” said Chi 
anunwa, co-chair of new York City’s 
branch of the Democratic socialists 
of america.

“Which is not to say we aren’t re-
lieved that Trump is gone, but I think 
it’s important to remember that 
Trump in many ways was a very ex-
treme symptom of various systemic 
problems that have been plaguing 
the United states for a long time.”

anunwa, 31, said victories for 
ocasio-Cortez – and fellow progres-
sives including Cori bush in mis-
souri, Ilhan omar in minnesota and 
rashida Tlaib in michigan – shows 
that voters are open to progressive 
platforms.

but an expected “blue wave” of 
Democratic gains failed to mate-
rialise in the House and the party 
establishment, as well as centrist 
republicans, were quick to blame 
the left.

House majority Whip James Cly-
burn said the summer’s calls to “de-
fund the police” – a slogan of mass 
anti-racism protests against policy 
brutality – hurt congressional can-
didates and even biden.

ocasio-Cortez and others have 
dismissed that notion, asserting that 
progressives in crucial midwestern 
battleground states helped biden 
by building multicultural coalitions 
with strong canvassing and digital 
operations.

sanders has pointed to progres-
sive gains in down-ballot referen-
dums, such as a $15 minimum wage 
in Florida, traditionally republican 
states legalising marijuana and ex-

panded family leave in Colorado. 
arizona meanwhile voted to in-

crease income tax on the wealthy to 
pay for public education.

“I need my colleagues to under-
stand that we are not the enemy,” 
ocasio-Cortez told the Times. “and 
that their base is not the enemy.”

Her argument is that moderates 
chip away at their own relevance – 
“setting up their own obsolescence”, 
as she puts it – when they don’t em-
brace progressive goals that actually 
enjoy mainstream support.

For ben burgis, a philosophy pro-
fessor and writer focused on leftist 
strategising, it’s inaccurate to blame 
the left for turning off voters with 
ideas some view as bold.

votes for Trump don’t necessarily 
reflect a coherent right-wing world-
view, the 40-year-old said, and are 
often no more than a “middle fin-
ger to the establishment” Demo-

cratic party that many see as “well-
heeled”.

Democrats could score more bal-
lots by prioritising an agenda fo-
cused on people’s basic material 
needs, he said, a view anunwa of the 
Dsa echoed.

other voters are simply never go-
ing to back a party they see as lacking 
solutions to their racial grievances 
and concerns about immigration. 

“There are going to be people who 
just do not agree with our political 
programme at all . . . it might be ra-
cial animus, it might be something 
else,” anunwa said.

The goal for the left must be to ac-
tivate “the politically unactivated”, 
she added, expanding the Demo-
cratic focus beyond “the urban 
moderate voter”.

anunwa said the case of Florida, 
which went for Trump while also 
rubber-stamping a $15 minimum 
wage, offers an example of a blind 
spot. biden does support that initia-
tive, but it wasn’t central to his plat-
form.

“I think that our job as the left is to 
funnel frustration with the econom-
ic and political status quo . . . into a 
positive vision for what a more just 
society, what a more just United 
states, could look like,” she said.

anunwa acknowledged a biden 
presidency alongside a likely repub-
lican senate poses a steep challenge 
– but she remains optimistic.

“I think this is a scary moment, but 
I think there is opportunity, if we are 
able to build a strong enough grass-
roots mobilisation, to pressure a biden 
administration,” she continued. 

“Just because biden has won does 
not mean that you can rest easy, 
does not mean that we should get 
complacent.” AFP

US President Donald Trump (left) and former Democratic Presidential candidate and 
former US Vice-President Joe Biden during the final presidential debate at Belmont 
University in Nashville, Tennessee, on October 22. AFP
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ASEAN
Thousands evacuated 
as yet another typhoon 
menaces Philippines

Indonesian minister Prabowo 
leads 2024 electability survey

Foreign ministers reiterate ASeAn’s 
resolve to resume S China Sea talks

S’pore could have Covid-19 
vaccine by first quarter 2021

ThouSAndS of people were 
evacuated from their homes 
in storm-battered parts of the 
Philippines on Wednesday as 
the third typhoon in as many 
weeks barrelled towards the 
country. 

vamco was expected to graze 
Catanduanes Island – which 
was devastated by Typhoon 
Goni less than two weeks ago 
– before making landfall on 
the most populous island of 
Luzon later on Wednesday or 
early on Thursday.

destructive winds and tor-
rential rain were expected in 
parts of central and southern 
Luzon, the state weather fore-
caster said.

About 50,000 people living 
in the typhoon’s path would be 
ordered to leave their homes, 
said regional Civil defence 
spokesman Gremil Alexis naz.

The bicol region, which 
vamco will cross as it heads 
towards manila, is still reeling 
from deadly typhoons molave 
and Goni, which killed dozens 
of people and left thousands 
of families homeless.

Swathes of the region re-
main without power and with 
only limited or no telecom-
munication services after 
Goni – the most powerful 
typhoon this year – toppled 
power lines, destroyed hous-

es and flooded roads.
Pre-emptive evacuations of 

around 400,000 people were 
credited with saving many 
lives.

evacuation efforts on Cat-
anduanes have been com-
plicated this time, however, 
after Goni destroyed some of 
its emergency shelters.

“It’s like we are on one per 
cent recovery and then . . . ul-
ysses [the Philippine name for 
vamco] is coming,” Catand-
uanes governor Joseph Cua told 
local broadcaster AbS-Cbn.

“I hope that people will never 
get tired of helping us.”

vamco’s winds could reach a 
peak intensity of 130-155km/h 
before it makes landfall, the 
weather forecaster said.

The typhoon was expected 
to dump heavy rain in ma-
nila and nearby provinces as 
it sweeps across the already-
sodden country.

The weather service also 
warned of flooding, landslides 
and storm surges several me-
tres high along parts of the 
east coast and in the capital.

The Philippines is hit by 
an average of 20 storms and 
typhoons every year, which 
typically wipe out harvests, 
homes and infrastructure, 
keeping millions of people 
perennially poor. AFP

deFenCe minister Prabowo 
Subianto is considered the peo-
ple’s top pick for the 2024 elec-
tion, according to a recent sur-
vey by pollster Populi Centre.

The nationwide survey, con-
ducted from october 21 to 30, 
found that 1,000 respondents 
in 100 regencies and munici-
palities gave the Gerindra Par-
ty chairman and erstwhile ri-
val of President Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo an electability rating 
of 18.3 per cent, the highest 
among all potential candi-
dates surveyed.

“Prabowo Subianto is the 
figure most people hope will 
run for president in 2024,” 
said Populi Centre researcher 
nurul Fatin Afifah in a state-
ment on monday, as quoted 
by kompas.com.

other public officials with 
high electability ratings in-

clude Central Java governor 
and Indonesian democratic 
Party of Struggle (PdI-P) poli-
tician Ganjar Pranowo (9.9 
per cent) and Jakarta gover-
nor Anies baswedan (9.5 per 
cent), while West Java Gover-
nor ridwan Kamil lagged be-
hind with 5.8 per cent.

The survey also showed 
that prominent public fig-
ures also had a slim chance 
in running, including muslim 
preacher Abdul Somad with 
6.2 per cent. meanwhile, for-
mer Jakarta deputy governor 
and Prabowo’s 2019 running 
mate Sandiaga uno had a rat-
ing of 4.8 per cent. Prabowo 
has gained a somewhat fa-
vourable reputation in recent 
surveys, despite the various 
controversies surrounding 
his appointment to Jokowi’s 
second-term Cabinet.

In an earlier survey by Indo 
barometer from october 10 to 
17, Prabowo also topped the 
list of five best-performing 
Cabinet members with an ap-
proval rating of 29.3 per cent.

The survey’s respondents 
praised the former army gen-
eral for his strong leadership, 
uncompromising approach 
to decision-making and min-
isterial policies.

An even earlier Indo barom-
eter survey from January 9 to 
15 found that Prabowo num-
bered among the most well-
known Cabinet members. The 
pollster attributed his high 
name recognition to the fact 
that Prabowo was a two-time 
presidential candidate.

In a February political sur-
vey, Indo barometer pre-
dicted that Prabowo would 
square off against former ally 
Anies in the 2024 presidential 
election, with the two likely 
representing two competing 
political alliances, led respec-
tively by the PdI-P and the 
nasdem Party.

Populi Centre also surveyed 
political parties and found 
that six had ratings just above 
the four per cent electoral 
threshold – the PdI-P with 
18.4 per cent, Golkar with 
8.2 per cent, Gerindra with 
7.8 per cent, the Prosperous 
Justice Party (PKS) with 6.8 
per cent, and the democratic 
Party and the national Awak-
ening Party (PKb) with 6.2 per 
cent each. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

ASeAn foreign ministers re-
iterated the bloc’s resolve to 
resume negotiations on a 
code of conduct in the South 
China Sea (known as east Sea 
by vietnam) with China dur-
ing the 22nd ASeAn Political-
Security Community (APSC) 
Council meeting held online 
on Tuesday.

At the meeting held ahead 
of the 37th ASeAn Summit 
slated for november 12-15, 
the ministers expressed plea-
sure at the new developments 
of the APSC despite a range of 
difficulties, as well as the ad-
verse impact of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

They highly valued the con-
tributions of agencies under 
the APSC, such as the ASeAn 
defence ministers’ meet-
ing (Admm) and the ASeAn 
ministerial meeting on Trans-
national Crime (AmmTC), to 
the pandemic fight.

The ministers said up to 98 
per cent of the APSC action 
plan had been completed, 
describing this as a landmark 
in the ASeAn Community 
building.

however, more work need-
ed to be done, they said, urg-
ing the agencies under the 
APSC to accelerate the imple-
mentation of the remaining 

action lines, and revamp their 
operation methods proac-
tively and flexibly.

They stressed the signifi-
cance of the ASeAn outlook 
on the Indo-Pacific (AoIP) 
and the statement issued by 
ASeAn foreign ministers on 
the occasion of the 53rd anni-
versary of the grouping (Au-
gust 8, 1967).

ASeAn needs to carry for-
ward the principles stated in 
these important documents 
and work harder to materia-
lise the commitments includ-
ed in the documents, they 
agreed. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

S
InGAPore could 
have a Covid-19 vac-
cine by early next year. 
The first shipments of 

the vaccine co-developed by 
Singapore researchers are ex-
pected in the first quarter.

Arcturus Therapeutics, the 
uS pharmaceutical company 
working with duke-nuS sci-
entists on the vaccine, said 
this on monday, as it an-
nounced positive preliminary 
results from the early-stage 
clinical trials ongoing in Sin-
gapore.

Singapore’s economic de-
velopment board (edb) is 
pumping in some $45 million 
into the manufacture of the 
vaccine, said Arcturus.

edb will also have the right 
to purchase up to $175 mil-
lion of the vaccine at pre-
negotiated prices, with ship-
ments expected to begin in 
the first quarter of next year, 
said Arcturus.

duke-nuS medical School’s 
Professor ooi eng eong, who 
had co-developed the vac-
cine with Arcturus, said the 
results so far show that the 
vaccine could be effective as 
a single dose.

“This differentiates this in-
vestigational vaccine from 
many other Covid-19 vac-
cines in development,” said 

Professor ooi, who is also a 
member of Arcturus’ vaccine 
Platform Scientific Advisory 
board.

“The vaccine has the po-
tential to provide important 
public health benefits by 
greatly facilitating broad ad-
ministration across multiple 
populations worldwide.”

Arcturus chief financial offi-
cer Andy Sassine said the funds 
from Singapore will provide the 
firm with additional resources 
to sustain rapid scale up of (the 
vaccine) to meet the require-
ments of its existing Israeli and 
Singapore agreements as well 
as other potential supply deals 
next year.

The encouraging prelimi-
nary findings from the Singa-
pore co-developed Covid-19 
vaccine comes as the race to 
the vaccine heats up.

earlier this week, Pfizer and 
bionTech announced that 
their experimental vaccine is 
90 per cent effective at pre-
venting Covid-19. They are 
still awaiting data on safety, 
which could come later this 
month.

Some 106 volunteers are en-
rolled in Arcturus’ early-stage 
trials in Singapore, of whom 
28 received placebos. Seven-
ty-eight subjects received one 
dose of the vaccine, while the 
rest received two injections. 

during these early-stage 
trials, researchers look out for 
dangerous side effects and 
analyse patient samples to 
see how the human immune 
system is responding to the 
vaccine.

They also seek to determine 
how many doses are needed 
to incite the desired immune 
response.

Preliminary findings in-
dicate positive responses in 
both safety and human im-
mune response.

Arcturus said no subjects 
have withdrawn from the 
study, and that there have 
been no serious adverse events 
deemed to be treatment-
related. As for the immune 
response, both antibody and 
T-cell response have been ob-
served in volunteers.

The Straits Times had ear-
lier reported that these later-
stage clinical trials could start 
before the end of this year.

Such trials are much larg-
er in scope than the earlier 
ones, usually involving thou-
sands to tens of thousands of 
people. These are often held 
across multiple jurisdictions 
or countries. The aim of these 
trials is to see if the vaccine 
can confer protection from 
infection. THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGA-

PORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Indonesian defence minister Prabowo Subianto waves on the steps of 
Merdeka Palace in Jakarta on October 23, last year when President 
Joko ‘Jokowi’ Widodo (not pictured) unveiled his new Cabinet for his 
second and final term in office. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnamese Deputy Prime Minister and foreign minister Pham Binh Minh opens the 22nd ASEAN Political-Security 
Community (APSC) meeting on Tuesday. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

Preliminary findings indicate positive responses in both safety and 
human immune response. THE STRAITS TIMES
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I
n orDer to catch up in the 
delayed digitisation that has 
been exposed by the spread of 
Covid-19, there is an urgent task 

to secure and train human resources 
in information technology. The pub-
lic and private sectors must work 
together to strengthen their efforts.

This year’s white paper on the Japa-
nese economy and public finance 
provided a detailed analysis of the 
impact of the pandemic on the econ-
omy and the issues that must be 
overcome. The white paper focuses 
on the uneven distribution of human 
resources as a factor that has hin-
dered progress in digitisation.

The white paper pointed out that 
about 70 per cent of IT-related 
human resources who work on sys-
tems design, information processing 
and other services are concentrated 
in the tech industry in Japan. In the 
US, the percentage stops short of less 
than 40 per cent and such human 
resources work in a wide range of 
fields such as the finance, services 
and manufacturing industries, 
according to the white paper.

This is certainly because corporate 
executives outside of the IT industry 
in Japan have been slow to recognise 
the importance of such personnel 
and have not actively recruited them.

Companies without in-house experts 
tend to be at the mercy of the tech com-
panies they are outsourcing the building 
of computer systems to, resulting in inef-
ficient and user-unfriendly products.

Having in-house experts makes it 
easier to develop and operate superi-
or systems that are useful to a com-
pany’s business.

In recent years, the competition to 

secure tech-savvy human resources 
has become fierce, and tech compa-
nies such as neC Corp and Fujitsu 
Ltd are beginning to offer high remu-
neration based on ability, regardless 
of age. other industries should 
reconsider strategies to secure such 
human resources.

The demand will increase further 
with the use of artificial intelligence 
and big data. Due to the pandemic, 
such services as online shopping and 
video and music streaming are boom-
ing. People with expertise are essential.

However, there is a shortage of nec-
essary human resources in this 
regard and there is estimated to be a 
shortage of maximum 790,000 people 

in the field by 2030. There is an 
urgent need for fostering such 
human resources for the future.

It is advisable for companies to 
encourage their employees to acquire 
such skills through in-house training 
and forms of assistance.

The government should provide 
working people with opportunities to 
re-learn and expand vocational training 
to foster human resources skilled in dig-
ital technologies. reviewing higher edu-
cation and attracting outstanding tal-
ented foreign personnel should also be 
among the matters for consideration.

The lack of human resources in public 
administration is also serious. Accord-
ing to the white paper, less than one per 

cent of the total number of tech-savvy 
human resources work in the public 
sector, including government offices. 
This is far different from the US, where 
about 10 per cent of such human 
resources work in the public sector.

The delay in the digitisation of public 
administration has hindered the 
smooth provision of cash benefits to the 
public, among other services. It is also 
important to increase the number of 
tech-savvy people in public administra-
tion to improve services for residents.

To revitalise the economy, meas-
ures must be implemented to deal 
with such issues affecting all resi-
dents. THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

THe news that a Covid-19 
vaccine developed by Pfizer 
and bionTech is reportedly 
more than 90 per cent effec-
tive has been greeted as a 
watershed moment in the 
battle against the pandemic.

but hopes that it heralds a 
swift end to the global health 
crisis are probably premature 
as the claim is based on early 
and incomplete test results, 
and final official approval pro-
cedures will take time. even if 
all the hurdles are cleared and 
the vaccine is declared good to 
go, production capacity will 
determine when it becomes 
available to the public and 
how limited the supply will be.

And that is true for other 
vaccines, including the Chi-
nese one that claims to have 
the same efficacy.

but if all goes well, it is 
another sign that the unprec-
edented efforts to develop 
vaccines may be bearing fruit, 
and that will undoubtedly be 
a positive development.

Until effective vaccines are 
rolled out on a large scale, 
however, the only reliable way 
to stem the spread of Covid-
19 remains social distancing, 
mask-wearing and hand-
washing – a hygiene regime 
that needs to be maintained.

Yet even as these keep the 
virus at bay in China along 

with effective control of 
cross-border transmission, 
cold-chain food imports have 
attracted unprecedented 
attention as a channel for 
infections with the continued 
spread of the virus overseas.

responding to warnings 
about the risks, the Chinese 
State Council has issued a 
formal protocol for preven-
tive all-around disinfection 
of imported cold-chain food, 
which requires “entire-proc-
ess”, “closed-circuit control” 
and all-around traceability.

Judging from the multiple 
latest discoveries of the virus 
on cold food packaging, this 
is precisely what is needed. 

on Friday, authorities in 
Shandong and Shanxi prov-
inces detected the virus on 
the outer packaging of cold-
chain food imported via the 
Tianjin port. The next day, a 
loader with a Tianjin-based 
cold-chain food company 
was diagnosed with Covid-19.

The findings have put the 
northern coastal city on a 
“wartime” footing, and emer-
gency screening is underway 
in Shandong, Shanxi and 
Hebei provinces. The idea is 
cold-chain food imports 
should not be allowed to 
become the Achilles’ heel of 
the country’s pandemic pre-
vention and control regime.

If earlier alerts regarding 
cold-chain food imports 
seemed overblown to some, 
they obviously do not now. 
nine other places across the 
country have detected the 
virus in either imported frozen 
food or on packages since July.

Considering the price the 
country has paid for the pre-
vention and control of infec-
tions over the past months 
and the hard-earned return to 
near normalcy as a result, the 
only way to preserve such 
achievements is sustained 
vigilance plus meticulous 
fence-mending to ensure 
there are no gaps in the coun-
try’s defences. CHINA DAILY/ANN

opinion
Editorial

Tech-savvy human resources needed

There can be no letting guard down

The demand for tech-savvy human resources will increase further with the use of artificial intelligence and big data. PIxABAY



Hong Raksmey

G
ABRIELLE Yetter, a Brit-
ish author who spent 
several years living in 
Cambodia as a writer and 

NGO employee, released her first 
fictional work set in the Kingdom, 
a coming-of-age story called Whis-
per of the Lotus, on November 9.

Yetter says she wanted to give readers 
a glimpse of Cambodia’s beautiful sights 
through the eyes of Charlotte Fontaine, 
a fictional young woman who travels to 
the Kingdom to visit her friend.

When Charlotte arrives in Cambo-
dia, she discovers a land of golden 
temples, orange-clad monks and 
kind-hearted people. But she soon 
realises things are not what they 
seem, including her own family re-
lationships, which bubble to the 
surface through a series of revela-
tions.

Yetter says: “Throughout the book, 
Charlotte is on a quest that takes her 
through dusty back alleys and shim-
mering pagodas where she meets 
people who provide insights into her 
own strengths and imperfections.

“I wanted to share some of the 
exotic charm of the country in my 
book,” adds Yetter.

In 2010, Yetter and her husband 
Skip moved to Phnom Penh, where 
she worked as an English resource 
advisor at an NGO and wrote for lo-
cal publications and websites.  

The couple co-wrote Just Go! Leave 
the Treadmill for a World of Adven-
ture, a book based on their experi-
ence moving across the world which 
was published in 2012. 

In 2013, Yetter published The De-
finitive Guide to Moving to South-
east Asia: Cambodia, The Sweet 
Tastes of Cambodia and two chil-
dren’s’ books – Ogden The Fish Who 
Couldn’t Swim Straight, and Martha 
the Blue Sheep.

Yetter says: “The book about Cam-
bodian desserts [The Sweet Tastes 

of Cambodia] was the most fun as I 
spent two weeks travelling around 
the country in a mini-bus, visiting 
people in their villages, learning 
about the way they made desserts, 
and tasting every one of them.”

While writing the 366-page Whis-
per of the Lotus, she had plenty of 
firsthand knowledge to draw on.

“After experiencing what it felt like 
to live there, it quickly became my 
soul home and I wanted to take read-
ers into my Cambodia,” she says. 

She included several real-life 
characters in the book, such as Som 
On, a tuk-tuk driver who became a 
good friend, and wove in her own 
personal experiences.

“A sleazy cafe owner, a compas-
sionate Buddhist monk, an elder-
ly Cambodian who survived the 
Khmer Rouge and a woman who re-
minds her [Charlotte] of her mother. 
All of them play a role in teaching 
her different things about herself,” 
Yetter says. 

“It is a story about friendship and 
family, love and identity, a tale about 
no matter how far you travel, the path 
will always lead you back to yourself.” 

She says she wanted to do more than 
record the sights, sounds and smells 
of Cambodia, and in the book, she 
transports readers to the rice fields of 
the Kampot countryside, the sizzling 
noodle bars in Russian Market and the 
chaotic roads of Phnom Penh.

“I wanted people to read about 
the kindness of the people and get 
a taste for the Cambodia I experi-
enced so they may be able to visit it 
through my words,” says Yetter. 

A former journalist for The Star, a 
daily newspaper in South Africa, Yet-
ter says she used ‘lotus’ in the novel’s 
title as a metaphor for Charlotte’s life.

A lotus begins life underwater bur-
ied in mud, but as it grows, it gradually 
pushes the mud aside until its petals 
open one-by-one and it finally emerg-
es on the surface as a beautiful flower.

“In Buddhism, the lotus symb-

olises potential and I chose this 
title because Charlotte, like the lo-
tus, discovers how to survive and 
thrive in situations that challenge 
her and make her question every-
thing about her life,” Yetter says. 

Writing the book brought back 
fond memories of Silk Island, lush 
rice fields and the small villages she 
visited while living in the Kingdom.

“I also love telling stories about some 
of the Cambodian characters in my 
book as they remind me of the gentle 
kindness of so many of the wonderful 
people we met there,” she says.

The author chose to donate pro-
ceeds from the first 57 days of book 
sales to Justice and Soul, an NGO 
which provides cosmetology train-
ing for at-risk youth and victims of 
human trafficking in Cambodia.

“The reasons are twofold. One, be-
cause Justice and Soul was founded 
by my dear friend, Matthew Fairfax, 
and I admire the enormous amount 
of work and passion he put into cre-
ating it and, two, because I have seen 
for myself the difference this work has 
made in the lives of young people.”

With Covid-19 constraining 
worldwide travel, Gabrielle Yetter 
now lives in England but wishes to 
return to the Kingdom soon. 

“Cambodia is my soul home and I 
miss the country and our Cambodian 
friends so I know we will be back one 
day in the near future,” says Yetter. 

“I realise many things may have 
changed when we are able to re-
turn but I know the people will al-
ways remain the same.”

Whisper of the Lotus is available on 
Amazon as an e-book or paperback.
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Pulling from her past, British author 
spins a tale of discovery set in Kingdom

British author Gabrielle Yetter spent several years working in and travelling around Cambodia. supplied Yetter reads a passage from her new book with her mother. supplied

Yetter will donate proceeds from the first 57 days of book sales to the NGO Justice and Soul, 
which provides job training to at-risk youths and victims of human trafficking. supplied
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Equine ankles
  6 Implied, but not expressed
 11 Dessert choice
 14 Broadway show backer
 15 Lift the spirits of
 16 Append
 17 Showed unity, in a way
 19 Grandfather clock’s 3
 20 They may have contacts
 21 Divination deck
 23 One who flew the coop
 27 Cousins of margays
 29 Angry disposition
 30 Zhivago portrayer
 31 One who prefers solitude
 32 Bee Gees brothers
 33 Power-drill accessory
 36 Hathaway of Hollywood
 37 Some collared pullovers
 38 Corn concoction
 39 Driving range peg
 40 Exceedingly nerdish
 41 English Channel city
 42 Priests and ministers
 44 Remove slack from

 45 Understanding between nations
 47 Panting for a potable
 48 Equip anew
 49 Give the cold shoulder to
 50 Trip taken in vain?
 51 Something that allies put up
 58 Grand ___ (wine classification)
 59 Revere at midnight
 60 “Yeah, I guess”
 61 The Blue Jays, on scoreboards
 62 Wed on the fly
 63 Certifiable, so to speak
DOWN
  1 Uris novel “The ___”
  2 Lennon married her
  3 Film graphics initials
  4 Griffey the baseball legend
  5 Certain train car
  6 Giggle
  7 “Poor pitiful me!”
  8 Have the ability to
  9 “___ be an honor”
 10 They give exams
 11 Winter purchase
 12 Opposite of an Einstein
 13 Corrects a manuscript
 18 Salon specialist

 22 Liston’s conqueror
 23 Showy success
 24 Beamed steadily
 25 Family fun game
 26 Away from the gale
 27 “I can hardly wait!”
 28 Vehicles at stands
 30 Like corn tassels
 32 Canyon cousin
 34 Sea arm
 35 Itsy-bitsy
 37 Ship’s destination
 38 Serve, as syrup
 40 Plate that replaces teeth
 41 Like some realizations
 43 Luau adornment
 44 Dull sound
 45 Standing up straight
 46 Black, in Spain
 47 Start of many limericks
 49 Word repeated by a drill sergeant
 52 Big fat zero
 53 Words that end bachelorhood
 54 Density symbol, in mechanics
 55 “I see it all now!”
 56 Convent resident
 57 “Honor ___ father ...”

“COMBINED!” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

newly discovered 
primate in myanmar 
already face extinction
I

n A rare find, scientists 
have identified a new 
species of primate, a 
lithe tree-dweller living 

in the forests of central myan-
mar with a mask-like face 
framed by a shock of unruly 
grey hair.

The Popa langur – named 
for an extinct volcano home 
to its largest population, 
some 100 individuals – has 
been around for at least a 
million years, according to a 
study detailing the find, pub-
lished Wednesday in Zoologi-
cal Research.

but with only 200 to 250 
left in the wild today, experts 
will recommend that the leaf-
eating species be classified as 
“critically endangered”.

“Just described, the Popa 
langur is already facing ex-
tinction,” said senior author 
Frank momberg, a researcher 
at Flora & Fauna Internation-
al (FFI), in Yangon.

Throughout its range, the 
lithe monkey with chalk-white 
rings around its eyes is threat-
ened by hunting and habitat 
loss, he said in a statement.

The first evidence of the 
new species was found not in 

the wild but the backrooms of 
the London natural History 
museum, where genetic anal-
ysis revealed that specimens 
gathered more than a century 
ago when burma was a british 
colony were something new.

Samples of Popa poop 
collected by momberg and 
his colleagues in the forest 
matched those from the mu-
seum, and showed that the 
previously unknown langur 
was still roaming the wild.

The reclusive monkeys 
were finally captured on film 
in 2018, revealing their dis-
tinctive fur colouration and 
markings.

Trachypithecus popa, or T 
popa for short, has a grey-
brownish and white belly, 
with black hands and wrists 
that look a bit like gloves.

Its agile tail – at nearly a me-
tre – is longer than its body, 
with the creature weighing 
about 8kg.

“Additional field surveys 
and protection measures are 
urgently required and will be 
conducted by FFI and oth-
ers to save the langurs from 
extinction,” said ngwe Lwin, 
a primatologist with FFI’s 

myanmar programme.
Scientists at the German 

Primate Centre in Goettin-
gen, Germany co-led the re-
search.

There are more than 20 spe-
cies of langur in the world, 
several of them critically en-
dangered.

The best known among 
them is the grey or Hanuman 
langur, named for the wan-
dering monkey god promi-
nent in the Hindu epic Rama-
yana.

At least two dozen primates 
have been discovered since 
the beginning of the century, 
many through genetic analy-
sis revealing that species 
similar in appearance were in 
fact distinct.

Primates are divided into 
two suborders. Strepsirrhines 
– from the Greek for twisted-
nose – includes lemurs and 
lorisids.

The second suborder, hap-
lorhines, or “dry-nosed” pri-
mates, includes the tarsier, 
apes and langurs.

There are more than 20 
critically endangered species 
of primate in the world today. 
AFP

The newly discovered primate named Popa langur (Trachypithecus popa) is seen on a tree branch on Mount 
Popa, Myanmar. AFP

Mount Popa in Kyauk Padaung Township. GO-mYAnmAR.COm/CC BY-SA 3.0
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both north macedonia and 
Georgia eye euro 2020 berth
n

either Georgia nor north 
macedonia have come 
close to qualifying for a 
major tournament before 

but both stand just one game away – 
against each other – from securing a 
spot at the postponed euro 2020.

they meet in tbilisi on thursday in 
one of the qualifying play-off finals 
which will decide the last four spots 
in the 24-team tournament which was 
delayed to next year because of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

it is a remarkable opportunity for 
two of the world’s smaller sporting 
countries, one offered to them via the 
new Uefa nations League.

that competition provided a route 
here even for the continent’s minor 
nations, grouped together in League D 
where Georgia and north macedonia 
beat teams like Andorra, Gibraltar and 
Liechtenstein.

the main euro qualifying tourna-
ment saw Georgia, ranked 86th in the 
world, take just eight points and win 
only twice, both times against Gibral-
tar, although they did hold Denmark 
and the republic of ireland in tbilisi.

north macedonia, who are 65th in 
the FiFA rankings, fared better as they 
came third in their group, but they 
have twice had to come from behind 
to draw with Georgia in the nations 
League in the last two months.

the stakes are high in tbilisi, with the 
winners advancing to the finals where 
they will go into Group C alongside the 
netherlands, Ukraine and Austria.

it is north macedonia who have the 
more notable players at their disposal, 
including wing-back ezgjan Alioski 
of Leeds United and, above all, the 
37-year-old captain, Goran Pandev of 
Genoa.

Pandev’s presence is crucial, even 
if reports in italy in recent days sug-
gested local health authorities would 
not allow him to leave to join his na-
tional team because of coronavirus 
concerns.

Long wait for Scotland 
the spectre of Covid-19 will contin-

ue to cast a shadow over this european 

Championship – scheduled to take 
place in 12 cities all across the conti-
nent – for some time yet, but Scotland 
are desperate to get there no matter 
what shape the tournament ultimately 
takes.

they last appeared at a major com-
petition at the 1998 World Cup and 
have since seen almost two-thirds of 
all Uefa member nations qualify for at 
least one tournament, including the 
likes of Latvia and Albania.

Steve Clarke’s team are now on the 
brink of ending that long wait as they 
face Serbia in belgrade.

A Serbia side led by Ajax’s Dusan 
tadic appears a tough proposition, es-
pecially after knocking out erling braut 
haaland’s norway in the semi-finals.

but Scotland – with Premier League 
regulars such as Andy robertson, Kier-
an tierney and John mcGinn – are un-

beaten in eight games and have reason 
to believe this is their time.

“i’ve never been in this position be-
fore as national team manager of my 
country. So come game time on thurs-
day i will feel the weight of expecta-
tion,” said Clarke.

“this group of players are no differ-
ent to the tartan Army or the people of 
Scotland. We want to give the country 
a lift.”

if they do qualify, they will have a 
clash with england at Wembley to look 
forward to next summer.

Surprise packages
 northern ireland ended their long 
wait to return to a major tournament 
when they reached euro 2016 under 
michael o’neill.

ian baraclough has since succeeded 
o’neill and led the team to victory on 

penalties in bosnia and herzegovina 
in the semi-finals, setting up a play-off 
final against Slovakia in belfast.

“it’s a game we’re capable of winning 
if we set our minds right, if we do the 
right things,” baraclough insisted.

meanwhile, hungary and iceland 
meet in budapest in a clash of anoth-
er two surprise packages from euro 
2016.

the winners will advance to a glam-
our group alongside France, Germany 
and Portugal with hungary knowing 
they will get to play games at home if 
they qualify.

“not qualifying is unthinkable, espe-
cially as four euro 2020 games will be 
played in budapest,” hungary’s italian 
coach marco rossi told AFP.

however iceland, with its population 
of barely 350,000, are eyeing a third 
consecutive major tournament. afp

nbA oKs 
2020-2021 
shortened 
season deal
the nbA’s board of governors 
formally approved a deal for a 
shortened 2020-2021 season on 
tuesday, with the new campaign 
tipping off on December 22.

An nbA statement said the 
league’s board unanimously 
approved adjustments to the 
current collective bargaining 
agreement, which has been 
impacted by the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

the statement said the league 
would continue to negotiate 
with the national basketball 
Players Association on other 
aspects of the upcoming sea-
son.

Under a deal reached on mon-
day, the nbPA and the league 
agreed on each team playing a 
72-game schedule.

the agreement caps possible 
player salary reductions due to 
the pandemic to no more than 
20 per cent and at that level 
spread over up to three sea-
sons.

in the 2020-21 campaign, the 
salary cap level for clubs would 
be $109.140 million with a salary 
tax on clubs going above 
$132.627 million.

in future seasons, the salary 
cap and tax level would increase 
by 3-10% per cent over the prior 
season, with tax payments 
trimmed in proportion to 
income decreases.

Free agency negotiations 
would start on november 20 
with signings allowed starting on 
november 22.

the December 22 start date 
means the nbA is able to retain 
its lucrative slate of televised 
Christmas Day fixtures.

Starting in December also 
allows the league to complete 
the playoffs before the resched-
uled olympics in mid-July, 
meaning the league’s top players 
will be available for selection in 
tokyo.

the new season will tip off a 
little over two months after the 
conclusion of the last. afp

english FA chair Clarke resigns over racism storm
GreG Clarke resigned as chair-
man of the english Football 
Association on tuesday after 
making a series of controversial 
statements to lawmakers that 
provoked outrage.

Clarke was earlier forced to 
apologise after he used the 
word “coloured” when refer-
encing black players as he 
addressed the Digital, Culture, 
media, Sport Committee about 

diversity issues.
the 63-year-old, who is a 

vice-president of world govern-
ing body Fifa, also attracted 
criticism for suggesting the lack 
of professional players in eng-
land from a South Asian back-
ground was due to “different 
career interests”, comparing 
the situation to the it depart-
ment at the FA.

Clarke also described being 

gay as a “life choice” when 
quizzed over the lack of openly 
gay male players in england 
and said that young girls were 
often put off playing the game 
because they did not want to 
be hit hard by footballs.

“We can confirm that Greg 
Clarke has stepped down from 
his role as our chairman,” the 
FA said in a statement.

“We would like to reaffirm 
that, as an organisation, we are 
absolutely committed to doing 
everything we can to promote 
diversity, address inequality 
and tackle all forms of discrim-
ination in the game.”

Clarke admitted his state-
ments were unacceptable as 
the FA aims to become a more 
diverse organisation.

“my unacceptable words in 
front of Parliament were a dis-
service to our game and to those 
who watch, play, referee and 
administer it. this has crystal-
lised my resolve to move on,” 
Clarke said in a statement.

“i am deeply saddened that i 

have offended those diverse 
communities in football that i 
and others worked so hard to 
include.”

‘Lazy racist stereotypes’ 
the FA confirmed Peter 

mcCormick will step into the 
role as interim chairman with 
the process of identifying and 
appointing a new chair to come 
in due course.

Conservative mP Julian 
Knight, who chairs the DCmS 
committee, questioned the FA’s 
commitment to diversity.

“it’s right that Greg Clarke 
apologised before the commit-
tee,” he tweeted. “however, this 
isn’t the first time that the FA has 
come to grief over these issues. 
it makes us question their com-
mitment to diversity.”

When asked by another 
member of the committee, 
Kevin brennan, about whether 
he wished to withdraw the use 
of the word “coloured” in one 
of his earlier answers, Clarke 
apologised and said the Amer-

ican use of the phrase “people 
of colour” was the reason for 
his mistake.

Anti-discrimination organi-
sation Kick it out accused 
Clarke of peddling “lazy racist 
stereotypes”.

Sanjay bhandari, Kick it out 
executive chair, said: “his use of 
outdated language to describe 
black and Asian people as ‘col-
oured’ is from decades ago and 
should remain consigned to the 
dustbin of history.

“being gay is not a ‘life choice’ 
as he claimed too. the casual 
sexism of saying ‘girls’ do not 
like balls hit at them hard, is 
staggering from anyone, let 
alone the leader of our nation-
al game. it is completely unac-
ceptable.

“i was particularly concerned 
by the use of lazy racist stereo-
types about South Asians and 
their supposed career prefer-
ences. it reflects similar lazy 
stereotypes i have heard being 
spouted at club academy level.

“that kind of attitude may 

well partially explain why South 
Asians are statistically the most 
under-represented ethnic 
minority on the pitch.”

england defender tyrone 
mings said people across the 
country would have been 
angered by Clarke’s words.

“Football is such a diverse 
community that we have to be 
aware of what is appropriate 
for one another and we have to 
be careful and mindful of the 
terminology which we use,” the 
Aston villa centre-back said at 
an england media day.

“i won’t comment too much 
on that, but i am sure there will 
be other people around the 
country who are angry as well.”

on monday, the FA gave an 
update on its three-year equal-
ity, diversity and inclusion 
strategy, launched in 2018.

“in Pursuit of Progress” aims 
to promote equality and 
increase the diversity of those 
playing, officiating, coaching, 
leading and governing english 
football. afp

North Macedonia coach Igor Angelovski waves the national flag in celebration in the Euro 2020 semi-final. afp

Greg Clarke resigned as chairman of the English Football Association 
after a series of controversial statements provoked outrage. afp
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rugby goes on 
with debut of 
new Autumn 
nations Cup
T

he inaugural Autumn 
nations Cup starts 
with Ireland facing 
Wales in Dublin on Fri-

day as rugby union continues 
to deal with the fall-out from 
the coronavirus pandemic.

An eight-team event will 
feature europe’s leading six 
nations as well as Fiji and 
Georgia, who came in after 
Japan withdrew because of 
travel restrictions.

Teams will be split into two 
groups of four, with england, 
Wales, Ireland and Georgia 
forming one pool and Scot-
land, France, Italy and Fiji the 
other. 

They will each play three 
group matches before the 
tournament ends on the week-
end of December 5-6 with a fi-
nal between the pool winners, 
while the other nations face a 
team in the same position in 
the other group to determine 
the minor placings.

The ‘Covid’ Cup
The Autumn nations Cup is 

a product of Covid-19.
It replaces the end of year 

schedule that usually sees 
southern hemisphere giants 
new Zealand, South Africa and 
Australia, none of whom are 
venturing across the equator 

this time on health grounds, 
tour europe.

Although Autumn nations 
Cup matches are set to be 
played behind closed doors 
because of the virus, they 
will generate much-needed 
broadcast income.

england’s rugby Football 
Union, one of the game’s 
wealthiest governing bodies, 
recently announced an annu-
al loss of £10.8 million ($13.9 
million), with officials braced 
for more financial bad news in 
the next 12 months as a result 
of the pandemic.

recently-crowned Six na-
tions champions england and 
a revived France will be favou-
rites to reach the final.

French chances, however, 
may be hampered by a com-
promise deal struck in re-
sponse to an expanded fixture 
list between the country’s 
leading clubs and the French 
rugby Federation which 
means Les bleus’ players can 
only feature in one nations 
Cup match if they played 
against Wales and Ireland last 
month.

Innovate v Consolidate 
In the build-up to the 2023 

World Cup in France, teams 
may try to develop their squad 

depth in the next few weeks.
england coach eddie Jones 

has even spoken about play-
ing nine forwards in his side’s 
tournament opener against 
Georgia at Twickenham on 
Saturday, rather than the usu-
al eight, in a bid to counter the 
physical Lelos’ pack.

“Tradition says you have 
eight forwards and seven 
backs,” said Jones. “When bar-
celona beat man United in the 
Champions League in 2009, 
they played the false nine. 

“There’s no reason why you 

can’t do that in rugby and play 
a false 10 or a false winger.”

but such experimentation is 
a luxury that Wales, on a run 
of five successive defeats un-
der coach Wayne Pivac, may 
not be able to afford away to 
Ireland.

monday saw Wales dispense 
with the services of defence 
coach byron hayward, who 
like Pivac joined after former 
boss Warren Gatland stood 
down following last year’s 
World Cup. 

“It was my decision,” insist-

ed Pivac of the move to ditch 
hayward.

Opportunity for Fiji, Georgia 
A perennial complaint of 

teams such as Fiji and Georgia 
is that, because they are not 
involved in a major annual 
tournament, they are deprived 
of matches against leading na-
tions in between World Cups.

At 11th and 12th respective-
ly in the world rankings, they 
are both better placed than 
perennial Six nations strug-
glers Italy (14th) which makes 

the Azzurri’s match against 
Fiji on november 21 a much-
anticipated clash.

Performance, rather than 
results, may be the best way to 
gauge Fiji and Georgia’s efforts, 
with the Georgians hammered 
48-7 by Scotland last month.

“When we finish this tourna-
ment, if we know we are a better 
team than before the start then 
we have had a successful Au-
tumn nations Cup,” said Geor-
gia captain merab Sharikadze.

“I am pretty sure we will. We 
are very motivated.” afp

Injury-hit brazil, Argentina resume WC qualifying
brAZIL must confront a growing 
injury list that includes star forward 
neymar as they resume World Cup 
qualifying this week, while Argentina 
are out to extend their perfect start at 
home to neighbours Paraguay.

Copa America champions brazil 
host venezuela in Sao Paulo on Friday 

chasing a third win in as many match-
es after launching their Qatar 2022 
campaign with victories over bolivia 
and Peru.

however, brazil coach Tite will be 
without neymar after the world’s most 
expensive player injured his thigh 
while on Champions League duty 

with Paris Saint-Germain in Turkey 
last month.

neymar, 28, bagged a hat-trick in a 
4-2 win in Lima last time out to sur-
pass ronaldo as brazil’s second lead-
ing scorer in history. his tally of 64 
goals leaves him 13 shy of Pele’s 
record.

Despite his latest setback neymar 
will still travel with the squad amid 
hopes that he may recover in time for 
the trip to Uruguay on november 17.

however, national team coordinator 
Juninho Paulista said Tite told PSG 
sporting director Leonardo that he 
“would never risk a player’s health”.

Defender Thiago Silva has tightened 
up the Chelsea defence since his arriv-
al in england, but the 36-year-old has 
warned the crowded global fixture list 
is taking its toll on players. 

“You have to keep endlessly rein-
venting yourself. We’re losing players 
infected by Covid-19, or others who 
get hurt because we’re playing too 
many matches. We’re not machines,” 
he said.

“We saw recent studies showing it’s 
more than likely you get injured after 
four or five matches come one after 
another (every three days). It’s very 
worrying for us.”

While goalkeeper Alisson becker 
and forward Gabriel Jesus return after 
injury, brazil will also be without 
Casemiro, Philippe Coutinho and 
Fabinho.

Argentina, who began qualifying 
with narrow wins over ecuador and 
bolivia, are hoping Lionel messi will 
be fit for both their games against 
Paraguay and Peru.

Messi dealing with ankle knock 
The barcelona forward is said to be 

nursing a sore ankle, leaving Argentina 
coach Lionel Scaloni considering his 
options if his captain is unavailable.

Paulo Dybala is again missing from 
the squad along with Sergio Aguero, 
although Angel Di maria has been 
recalled for the first time in over a 
year.

Lautaro martinez will likely start up 
front while super-sub Joaquin Correa 
could be rewarded for his winning 
goal in the altitude of La Paz.

Lucas Alario has also forced his way 
into contention after scoring seven 
goals for bayer Leverkusen in his past 
four bundesliga appearances.

Uruguay meet Colombia in barran-
quilla on Friday attempting to bounce 
back from last month’s 4-2 loss in 

ecuador.
Luis Suarez is the joint leading scor-

er in qualifying with three goals, all of 
them penalties, carrying over his form 
from club level with Atletico madrid.

real madrid midfielder Fede val-
verde is out with a fractured shin and 
maxi Gomez is absent due to a knee 
problem for Uruguay.

Argentine coach Gustavo Alfaro has 
vowed to put his “heart and soul into 
getting ecuador to Qatar” after they 
failed to qualify for the 2018 World 
Cup.

“right now, ecuador is more a hand-
ful of very good intentions than a (fin-
ished) team,” Alfaro told FIFA.com.

“As I said before, the challenge is to 
convert hope into reality. I’m not here 
to manage a team but rather to win.”

“I have to admit that it’ll be a disap-
pointment if we’re not at the next 
World Cup,” he added, with his team 
playing away to bolivia on Thursday.

Last year’s Copa America runners-
up Peru on Friday play Chile – the 
country that won the tournament in 
2015 and 2016.

both nations are looking to breathe 
life into their qualifying bids in San-
tiago after collecting just a point from 
the opening two rounds. afp

The inaugural Autumn Nations Cup will start with Ireland facing Wales in Dublin on Friday. The eight-team event will feature Europe’s leading six 
nations as well as Fiji and Georgia, who came in after Japan withdrew because of travel restrictions . afp

An injured Neymar will sit out Brazil’s game against Venezuela but will travel with the 
squad in hopes he is ready for Uruguay on November 17. afp
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