
Long Kimmarita

MEMBERS of the Senate and Nation-
al Assembly, government officials, 
the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces 
(RCAF), diplomats and students 
gathered at Independence Monu-
ment in Phnom Penh on November 
9 to celebrate Cambodia’s 67th Inde-
pendence Day.

The late King Father Norodom Siha-
nouk achieved independence from 
the French on November 9, 1953.  

King Norodom Sihamoni attended 
the royal ceremony, which also 

marked the birthday of the RCAF. 
Prime Minister Hun Sen did not 

join the ceremony as he remained in 
quarantine.

In a Facebook post, he said people 
should be reminded of the King 
Father’s mission to help the country 
and Khmer people and his wisdom 
and struggles to demand true inde-
pendence for Cambodia. 

Kem Sokha, former leader of the 
Supreme Court-dissolved Cambodia 
National Rescue Party (CNRP) who is 
barred from political activities while 
awaiting trial on treason charges, also 

posted his congratulatory message 
but questioned whether the country 
was truly independent given what he 
called a lack of national unity.

Sohka cited a Royal Message of the 
King Father dated November 9, 1962: 
“To protect independence, national 
unity must be strong. Maintaining 
strong unity cannot be accomplished 
unless personal ambition is put away. 
Do not seek revenge, forgive each oth-
er, start to have a conversation, give up 
insulation, stop endless disputes.” 

“I would like to pray for Cambodia 
and real independence,” he said. 

Kin Phea, director of the Royal Acad-
emy of Cambodia’s International Rela-
tions Institute, said the congratulatory 
display put on by politicians, even on 
the opposing sides, shows national 
unity, independence and sovereignty. 

“When there are internal problems, 
we should join each other to solve 
them. We should not depend on for-
eigners to interfere in our internal 
issues so they can shout they love inde-
pendence and we don’t,” he said. 

Political analyst Lao Mong Hay
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Mom Kunthear

T
HE Ministry of Health on 
Monday confirmed that 
three senior officials who 
were in contact with Hun-

garian Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade Peter Szijjarto during his visit 
to Cambodia on November 3 tested 
positive for Covid-19.

Szijjarto was confirmed Covid-19 
positive in the Thai capital Bangkok 
after his visit in Cambodia, where 
he also met Prime Minister Hun Sen 

and other senior officials.   
In a press release issued late on 

Monday, the ministry identified the 
three as Sous Yara, 47, a member of the 
National Assembly and spokesman for 
the ruling Cambodian People’s Party; 
Sar Chetra, 47, the deputy secretary-
general of the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries; and the Hun-
garian ambassador to Cambodia. 

The three cases bring the number 
of people who contracted Covid-
19 following the visit to four, all 
of whom are being treated at the 

Khmer-Soviet Friendship Hospital. 
The other patient is bodyguard who 
accompanied the delegation.

The latest cases were confirmed 
after the ministry reported two new 
Covid-19 cases on the same day – a 29-
year-old Cambodian man from Kan-
dal province and a 38-year-old Cam-
bodian man from Takeo province.

The two men, aged 29 and 38, trav-
elled from Japan and boarded a flight 
in South Korea bound for Cambodia. 
They arrived on October 26 and test-
ed positive after their second test on 

their 13th day of quarantine
It said the two were on the same 

flight with two other Cambodians 
who tested positive for Covid-19 on 
their first test. 

There were a total of 39 passengers 
on the flight, 28 of whom were sent 
to quarantine at two hotels in Phnom 
Penh. The other seven entered quar-
antine at Pochentong High School 
and will be required to quarantine 
for another 14 days because they 
had been quarantining close to the 
two men who tested positive. 

The latest positive cases involv-
ing Szijjarto’s visit were reported as 
the health ministry started a second 
round of tests for the 944 people 
who were in contact with him. 

The ministry reminded those who 
tested negative to further quarantine 
at their house. Those not able to quar-
antine at home will quarantine at the 
Sokha Phnom Penh Residence in the 
capital’s Chroy Changvar district. 

They will be tested three more

Officials confirmed Covid positive

ContInued – page 4

Virgin says 
Hyperloop’s 
first journey 
a major step
THE Virgin Hyperloop made its first 
journey carrying passengers on 
Sunday, in a test the company 
claimed represented a major step 
forward for the “groundbreaking” 
technology capable of transporting 
people at 1,000km/h.

The Hyperloop is intended to car-
ry passengers in small pods through 
a vacuum tube, with proponents 
arguing it could revolutionise high-
speed travel.

Virgin says the Hyperloop will be able 
to reach top speeds of 1,080km/h – 
projecting a 45-minute journey from 
Los Angeles to San Francisco – and will 
produce no carbon emissions.

But until Sunday the technology, 
first proposed by eccentric US tech 
magnate Elon Musk in 2012, had not 
been tested with people on board.

Two Virgin employees made the 
500m journey in a two-person vehicle 
in just 15 seconds at a test site in the 
Nevada desert.

Passenger Sara Luchian told the 
BBC she felt the trip was “exhilarating 
both psychologically and physically”, 
and reported no discomfort.

Once brought into regular use, the 
pods will be able to transport up to 
28 people at a time, Virgin says, with 
larger models for moving goods also 
in development.

Virgin’s Hyperloop has raised 
more than $400 million, largely 
from company CEO Richard Bran-
son and the logistics company DP 
World, which is owned by the Dubai 
government. Virgin is one of a 
number of companies working to 
develop the technology.

But while Branson on Sunday 
hailed the success of the “ground-
breaking” Hyperloop, concerns have 
dogged developers about just how 
safe the technology would be. afp

Kingdom marks Independence Day
Balloons are released at the Independence Monument during a ceremony marking Cambodia’s Independence day in phnom penh on november 9. afp
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Soth Koemsoeun

PoLICe in Phnom Penh’s Prek 
Pnov district are searching for 
suspects who threw away a box 
containing 10 guns, including 
two rifles, and bullets near a 
lake in Prek Pnov commune. 

Local people found the box 
and alerted the police. 

District police chief Chhin 
Kimthuy said police are work-
ing to identify the suspects. 

“We sent these weapons 
to the municipal police on 
november 8 for safekeep-
ing. now we are searching for 
those who dumped the weap-
ons there,” he said. 

Deputy commune police chief 
nam Samkhan said two villagers 
found the weapon box, which 
was locked, at around 1am on 
Sunday when they left home to 
harvest vegetables near the lake. 

They pulled the box open 
and found guns and bullets 
and then reported the find to 
the police. 

“We encourage people who 
find such things to report to 
authorities immediately,” 
Samkhan said. 

Police found one carbine 
rifle, one m16 semi-automat-
ic rifle, three K54 pistols, two 
Luger P08 pistols, three K54 
magazines and 108 bullets.

There were also three m16 
magazines with 60 bullets, two 
magazines for the carbine rifle, 
each containing nine bullets, 
one pistol case, one knife and 
one bottle of black spray paint. 

Samkhan said the offenders 
may have planned to commit 
an illegal act or cause social 
chaos and ditched the weapons 
when they saw a roadblock set 
up by the authorities to check 
for illegal weapons in front of 
Prek Pnov high school.

municipal police spokes-
man San Sok Seiha could not 
be reached for comment on 
the case.

Cache of 
weapons 
found on 
outskirts

Gov’t reform plan enters 2nd phase
Voun Dara

T
He government has 
unveiled its second-
phase 10-year action 
plan to continue its 

implementation of the nation-
al Programme for Sub-nation-
al Democratic Development 
(nP-SnDD) for 2021-2030. 
The first phase will conclude 
at the end of this year.

minister of Interior Sar 
Kheng, also chairman of the 
national Committee for Sub-
national Democratic Devel-
opment (nCDD), unveiled 
the plan during an opening 
ceremony of a national con-
sultation workshop at the in-
terior ministry on november 
6. He said the government 
aims to transform Cambodia 
into a high-middle-income 
Country by 2030. 

“To ensure the achievement 
of the government’s vision for 
the next 10 years, we need 
to continue to deepen and 
effectively reform the pub-
lic administration structure. 
Therefore, the structure and 
management system of pub-
lic administration is an im-
portant factor in contributing 
to the achievement of this vi-
sion,” Sar Kheng said.

Sar Kheng said the second 
phase of the national pro-
gramme will clearly define 
the responsibilities between 
ministries and institutions at 
the national and sub-national 
levels to avoid ambiguity.

During the next 10 years, 
Sar Kheng said the structure 
and management system of 
public administration must 
be modernised. He said there 
needs to be clear definitions 
of powers, functions and re-

sponsibilities for ministries 
and public institutions.

The minister also outlined 
four key goals for the next 10 
years – reviewing the func-
tions and management struc-
ture of public administrations, 
organising necessary resourc-
es and related tasks, improv-
ing electronic governance and 
prioritising gender and social 
equality, climate change and 
disaster prevention.

Addressing the ceremony 

with a written statement, 
Prime minister Hun Sen noted 
the successful implementation 
of decentralisation and decon-
centration reform policies. 

He said the first-phase nP-
SnDD had achieved many 
fruitful results including 
strengthening the structure 
and management system of 
the sub-national adminis-
trations.

He said more power is being 
transferred from the minis-

tries and national institutions 
to sub-national adminis-
trations, which must “work 
transparently on local de-
velopment and improve the 
quality of public services”.

He provided guidelines for 
the next 10 years of reform, 
which included strengthen-
ing the management of the 
decentralisation and decon-
centration process. He said 
local governance and human 
resources development need 
to be strengthened, while the 
transfer of financial resources 
to sub-national administra-
tions would take priority.

Am Sam Ath, deputy direc-
tor for rights group Licadho, 
sees the current devolution as 
not yet decentralised, given 
the practical implications. 

He said he supported the 
transfer of power from the 
national to the local level and 
wanted the government to 
do more to develop its sub-
national officials.

“Cambodia has a lot of tal-
ented young people who are 
highly educated and knowl-
edgeable, so we need them 
to participate in the develop-
ment of the country, starting 
from the sub-national level,” 
he said.

Minister of Interior Sar Kheng unveiled the plan on November 6. interior ministry

King Norodom Sihamoni arriving at the ceremony celebrating  
Cambodia’s Independence Day on November 9. afp

Scholars to write full Khmer history
Voun Dara

roYAL Academy of Cambodia (rAC) pres-
ident Sok Touch is gathering history schol-
ars to study and document Khmer history 
from prehistoric times to modern times as 
part of a project that has been approved by 
the government and set to start next year.

Touch told The Post on november 9 that 
although Cambodia was facing the Covid-19 
crisis as well as flood-related issues, it was still 
important to gather intellectuals to research 
and document Cambodian history. 

He said people often quote foreign 
documents when talking about Cambo-
dian history.

“This project will start in 2021. Historical 
documents that we plan to compile can be 
used by scholars and researchers.

We gather historical intellectuals to 
come together. It’s to avoid having one 
story with many opinions. Therefore, we 
bring together all Cambodian historians 
with professional degrees from different 
countries to study together,” he said. 

At the end of november, Touch said the 
rAC will meet the group of historical schol-
ars again to discuss the project, which is 
set to take three years to complete.

“We see politicians always talking differ-

ently which makes people who have not read 
history confused. So we have to have a his-
tory that has been studied by historians to 
avoid distortions by politicians,” he said.

Diep Sophal, a history professor at the 
royal University of Phnom Penh, said on 
november 9 that to be acceptable to every-
one, history must be written in a respectful 
manner and within a scientific context.

“History is a science like any other sci-
ence. It seeks the truth. For all the events 
that we have to document, there must be 
clear evidence,” he said.

on november 6, the rAC launched a 
book detailing Cambodia’s history and 
development from 2008 to 2018. The book 
was the culmination of a three-year 
research project led by Touch.

‘People should be reminded of King Father’s mission’
Continued from page 1

told The Post that Independ-
ence Day was a special day for 
Cambodians to unite and live 
as a nation.

He said Cambodia had lost its 
independence, sovereignty and 
territory and suffered many 
times since the Siam (Thailand) 
invasion in the late 16th cen-
tury. It has been ruled by Siam, 
the Dai viet kingdom, France, 
Japan and vietnam, he said.

mong Hay said some people 
used to call Cambodia a pup-
pet state of Japan between 
march and october 1945. 
Cambodia was also called a 

puppet state of vietnam from 
January 1979 to october 1991. 
The Khmer were once divided 
by the Siam and Dai viet, and 
dominated by the French. 

“After realising the loss of 
national independence and 
the tragedy of the Cambodian 
nation, we should be deter-
mined to work together not to 
lose our independence again. 

“We commit that we are the 
same Cambodian people. We do 
not consider any Cambodian an 
enemy, even in the face of com-
petition for power. Such a joint 
commitment is to strengthen 
national unity, and this nation-
al unity will strengthen national 

independence,” he said.
Cambodian Centre for Human 

rights (CCHr) executive direc-
tor Chak Sopheap said Cambo-
dia should solve its problems on 
its own by establishing a nation-
al dialogue and upholding 
national interests, sustainable 
development, mutual tolerance 
and social equality. 

“Politicians should do good 
things for the next generation 
and open up opportunities for 
people of all levels to enjoy in 
the streets, in embassies and at 
home, both inside and outside 
the country, as other countries 
have celebrated without fear or 
threat,” she said.

Royal Academy of Cambodia President Sok Touch (right). rac



 
3THE PHNOM PENH POST  november  10, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM



National
4 THE PHNOM PENH POST  november  10, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Nov Sivutha

THe Preah vihear provincial 
prosecutor has summoned 11 
members of Prey Preah roka 
Forest Community network 
to testify in a series of cases in-
volving fraud and incitement 
to cause social unrest in con-
nection with a planned protest 
for the release of rong Chhun, 
the president of the Cambodi-
an Confederation of Unions.

The protest took place in 
early September in Kdol 
village, in Chheb district’s 
m’lou Prey I commune.

Het nay, a representative of 
the community and one of the 
11 summoned to court, told 
The Post that on September 6, 
the 11 members gathered in 
the village before travelling to 
Phnom Penh to join the protest 
for the release rong Chhun. but 
they never joined the protests 
in Phnom Penh, nay said.

“We arrived in Phnom Penh 
but did not join the protest. 
We just spent one night in 
Phnom Penh and returned the 
next morning. Then we were 
summoned by the provincial 
court prosecutor’s office for 
questioning, but we didn’t do 
anything wrong,” he said.

nay, who is due testify on 
november 11, said he is find-
ing a lawyer to request a delay 
in the proceedings as some 
have testified already. 

“I want a delay and find a 
lawyer to consult in advance. 
I also want more support 
from people to clarify [the 
situation]. We do not under-
stand the proper rules and 
procedures of the court. I’m 
not sure what the purpose of 
this case is. They accused us 
of something we didn’t actu-
ally commit, so we need to 
apply for a delay,” nay said.

Provincial coordinator for 
rights group Adhoc Lor Chan 
said the 11 community mem-
bers had been summoned by 
deputy prosecutor Seng meng 
Srun. eight people were due 
in court on november 4, two 
people on november 6 and 
another on november 11.

He expressed concern that 
forest activists are being 
summoned while business-
people who encroach on 
land in the Prey roka area 
face no legal action. 

Provincial court deputy pros-
ecutor and spokeswoman Phy 
Sithorng could not be reached 
for comment on november 8.

Prosecutor Ty Sovinthal urged 
those who were summoned to 
not be frightened and come to 
their appointments to avoid le-
gal consequences.

“Please come in according 
to the procedure and at the 
appointed time, there is no 
problem. Do not be afraid ... 
If they do not come, there will 
be a second warrant ordering 
them to appear. The third one 
will be an arrest warrant. So, 
just come to answer [ques-
tions]. There won’t be deten-
tion because this case is not a 
criminal offence,” he said.

Continued from page 1

times. The second test was car-
ried out on the morning of 
november 9. The third test will 
be administered on november 
14 and the last sample will be 
taken on november 18.

In his Facebook post on no-
vember 9, Hun Sen said doc-
tors had taken his sample and 
those of others who had been 
in contact with him for a sec-
ond Covid-19test.

“All the results are negative, 
which is good for the second 
of the four stages. I still need 
to be quarantined and wait 
for the third test on novem-
ber 14 and the fourth on no-
vember 18. 

“I’m waiting for the test re-
sults of the [more than] 900 
people who were directly 
or indirectly affected by the 
event I would like to name the 
‘november 3 event,” he said, 
referring to the november visit 
by the Hungarian delegation.

The prime minister instruct-
ed the health ministry as well 
as the Phnom Penh municipal 
and Kandal provincial author-
ities to strictly monitor those 
being quarantined.

meanwhile, the ministry of 
Labour and vocational Train-
ing has announced a suspen-
sion of vocational training at 
national and international 
institutions in Phnom Penh 
and Kandal province for two 
weeks starting november 
9. These institutions are re-
quired to continue teaching 
online to avoid spreading 
Covid-19 in the institutions 
and communities.

The ministry of education 
also declared to suspend 
public and private institu-
tions for two weeks in Phnom 
Penh and Kandal province. 
They have to continue learn-
ing and studying online. 

on november 9, the ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and Interna-
tional Cooperation said two 
Cambodian diplomats and 
two local staff members at the 
Cambodian embassy in France 
tested positive Covid-19.  

The ministry said the four 
were sent to be treated sepa-
rately after seeing French doc-
tors. It said it will work closely 
with French health authori-
ties to observe the four dip-
lomats and staff throughout 
their treatment.

Forest activists asked 
to court over protest

Covid tests continue 
in light of ‘nov 3 event’  

Fishery crimes down this year

national Career Fair set for weekend

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

D
UrInG the first 10 
months of this year, 
there were 2,279 
cases of fishery of-

fences reported, 312 less than 
the same period last year, ac-
cording to the Fisheries Ad-
ministration. of the number, 
187 occurred at sea while the 
rest occurred on freshwater. 

In a report published on no-
vember 9, it said the drop in 
fishery offences this year was 
a result of collaboration and 
prevention efforts among fish-
ery officers, local authorities 
and the fishing community. 

The report said 141 of the 
cases were sent to the courts. 
Seven of the 181 suspects in-
volved in the cases were sen-
tenced to between one and 
five years in prison for using 
illegal fishing tools in fishery 
conservation areas. 

In 101 cases, officers issued 
fines totalling 230.7 million 
riel ($56,540). In 2,037 of the 
cases, evidence was destroyed 
or confiscated, including 
fishing nets, fishing poles and 
electric fishing devices. 

Fisheries Administration offi-
cials released 37,177kg of differ-
ent types of fish retrieved from 
offenders to natural lakes. 

besides the fishery offences, 
experts have expressed con-
cern about the drop in water 
levels in the mekong river 
this year. 

Kampong Chhnang Fish-
eries Administration chief Ly 
La told The Post on novem-
ber 9 that although there is a 
noticeable drop of fishery of-
fences this year, there is less 
freshwater. 

“Tonle Sap Lake receives its 
water from the mekong river 
to broaden its scope and pro-
vide shelter and rich foods 
for all kinds of fish. This year, 
the water level in the mekong 
river is abnormal. especially 

in the season that fish lay 
eggs, the water level of the 
river is so little that it is not 
convenient for fish to move 
and lay eggs,” he said. 

According to La, rains dur-
ing the past month improved 
fish survival and helped bio-
diversity in rivers and lakes. 
However, expecting good 
results or high amounts like 
other years is not possible, 
he said. 

He called on relevant au-
thorities and fishermen to 
continue to cooperate and 
prevent fishery offences in all 
ways to ensure the sustain-
ability of fish in the country. 

Mom Kunthear

THe 10th national Career and 
Productivity Fair will be held 
over two days from november 
14 to 15 and will take place in 
person at the ministry of Labour 
and vocational Training as well 
as online. The goal of the fair it 
to support the labour market as 
employers attempt to fill labour 
demand despite the threats 
posed by Covid-19.

The ministry said its national 
employment Agency (neA), 
the Union of Youth Federations 
of Cambodia in Phnom Penh 
and the Garment manufactur-
ers Association in Cambodia 
(GmAC) will organise the event. 
It said the exhibition will also 
be offered online to respect so-
cial distancing guidelines set by 
the ministry of Health.

“The aim of this exhibition is 
to support relevant parties in 
the labour market, especially 
employers who are accelerat-
ing labour demand recovery 
despite the threat of Covid-19. 
The neA pays close attention to 
hygiene and health measures 
in accordance with the health 
ministry guidelines,” it said. 

According to the ministry, 
employers and job seekers can 
visit the career fair’s website at 

www.careerfair.nea.gov.kh to 
check recruitment informa-
tion and post or apply for jobs. 
The public can also apply di-
rectly to companies at the 
ministry during the fair.

The ministry called on stu-
dents and job seekers to pre-
pare their Cv if they plan on 
visiting the fair.

The neA said it hopes that 
employers and job seek-
ers will continue to support 
and benefit from this career 
fair. everyone must actively 
participate in promoting the 

smooth operation of the la-
bour market and prevent the 
spread of Covid-19, it said. 

Sok nalik, a fourth-year stu-
dent at the royal University of 
Phnom Penh’s Department of 
media and Communication, 
told The Post he was interested 
in the job fair because he was 
prepared to enter the workforce.

“I’m very interested because 
I’m a fourth-year student, so I 
want to find out about some 
social work before I graduate. 
I may apply for a job at an in-
stitution when I participate in 

this career fair because I want 
to test my ability,” he said.

naly added that career fair 
provided a lot of benefits for 
people, especially freshly 
graduated students, job seek-
ers and those who are seeking 
guidance after graduation.

Last year, the 9th national Ca-
reer and Productivity Fair was at-
tended by 150 enterprises, min-
istries, government institutions 
and national and international 
organisations. At the fair, 300 
booths were set up and about 
30,000 visitors attended.

increased presence of local authorities and decreased water levels contributed to the drop in fishery crime. agriculture ministry

Het Nay, one of the 11 who have 
been summoned to court for 
questioning. supplied

The career fair provides an opportunity for recent graduates and job seekers to find work. labour ministry
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Niem Chheng

THE Mars Perseverance Rover was 
launched on July 30 from Cape Ca-
naveral Air Force Station in Florida 
and is expected to land on Mars on 
February 18 next year. On Mars, it 
will seek signs of ancient life and col-
lect rock and soil samples for a pos-
sible return to Earth. As of Monday, 
it reached 56 per cent of its journey 
to Mars, according to the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion (Nasa).

The Post connected with Ny Sou 
Okon, a Cambodian-American whose 
parents survived the Khmer Rouge 
regime. Sou Okon worked on the 
Perseverance project.

Your parents survived the Khmer 
Rouge regime. Can you tell us brief-
ly about their journey to the US? 

my parents, two older siblings, and 
I arrived in the US in the mid-1980s 
as refugees after having escaped the 
Khmer rouge regime. This was a big 
moment for my family to finally have 
freedom after surviving the vietnam 
War and escaping the Khmer rouge. 
While I have few memories of that 
time, it has been through stories 
told to me in adulthood that I have 
come to better understand the lives 
of many who have experienced war 
and those who work hard to perse-
vere through challenges no matter 
the circumstances. 

What have they told you about Cam-
bodia?

my parents have shared that Cam-

bodia is a beautiful country and 
the people are very kind. It was ter-
rible the Khmer rouge destroyed so 
much of the country and the people. 
my parents have fond memories of 
the idyllic years before the Khmer 
rouge regime took over. 

Have you visited Cambodia? 
I have not yet had the opportu-

nity to visit Cambodia but would 
love to visit one day.  A number of 
my friends have visited and have 
shared positive thoughts and sto-
ries about their visits and the beau-
tiful temples such as Angkor Wat 
and the ‘Tomb raider Temple’ (Ta 
Prohm).

Cambodian people are proud to see 
you with Nasa. How did you come to 
be a part of Nasa? 

Thank you. I have a bachelor’s 
degree in mechanical engineering 
from UCLA (University of California, 
Los Angeles) and a master’s degree in 
Astronautical engineering from USC 
(University of Southern California). 

I started an internship at boeing 
while I was an undergraduate stu-
dent, and since then continued to 
work in the private sector. I built a 
career working in the private in-
dustry in the aerospace field. After 
about 15 years in the private sector, 
I wanted to work on exciting space 
exploration missions at nasa’s JPL 

(Jet Propulsion Laboratory). To get 
to work for nasa and on the mars 
Perseverance rover is a dream. 

What do you do at Nasa? What is 
your next plan?

I am a Systems engineer at JPL. I 
make sure that several parts on the 
rover rotate and point the way they 
should. The rover has a mast – its 
head, basically – and a high-gain an-
tenna that receives commands from 
earth. both mechanisms have to ro-
tate and point in different directions.  
The mast points its navigation cam-
eras so that the rover and engineers 
can see the path ahead and the work-
space in front of the rover.  

The mast also points its instru-
ments so that scientists can explore 
mars. The antenna has to be pointed 
at where earth is in the sky for us to 
communicate directly with the rover. 

Concerning my next plan, I am 
staying open-minded – anything is 
possible. I’d love to continue work-
ing on mars missions or other proj-
ects exploring celestial objects. 

Do you wish to share your experi-
ences or teach Cambodian students 
about technology?

I think it would be nice to help in-
spire Cambodian youths on STem 
(Science, Technology, engineering 
and math). I think travel and being 
away from my family will be very 
challenging at this time, but I hope 
that my story and my work on the 
mars Perseverance rover will help 
inspire young people to pursue ca-
reers in STem.  

If the opportunity presents itself 
in the future, it would be possible to 
find creative ways to inspire youths 
through talks on science and engi-
neering.

What do you have to say to the Cam-
bodian people?

my work on the mars Perseverance 
rover has given me a greater appre-
ciation on collaboration and what 
it takes to accomplish a challenging 
task. We all have different strengths 
and talents and when we collectively 
harvest all of those things to collabo-
rate and work hard, we make nearly 
impossible missions a reality. Work 
hard, study math and science, be 
kind, dream big.

This interview has been edited for 
length and clarity.

Cambodian-American helps explore mars 

Ny Sou Okon escaped the Khmer Rouge and is now a Nasa systems engineer on the Mars Perseverance Rover. trevor stamp

Kim Sarom

AUTHorITIeS in oddar 
meanchey province said 
they had not received any 
prior complaints against a 
border police officer who 
shot his two colleagues to 
death before killing himself 
in Anlong veng district’s 
Trapaing brei commune on 
november 6.

Commune police chief 
Hing Thin identified the of-
ficer as oum Chhoy, a deputy 
police chief of border Police 
battalion 905’s Chong Prich 
Police Station. The two vic-
tims included Hun bie, also a 
deputy police chief at the sta-
tion, and the batallion’s intel-
ligence chief Sreng reasei.

“I haven’t received any 
complaints from the victims’ 
families. That might be be-
cause the offender also died,” 
Thin said.

Citing Chhoy’s wife, Thin 
said Chhoy was always moody 
with his wife and kids, but was 
never violent. months before 
the shooting, Chhoy asked for 
his superior’s permission to 
get his mental health evalu-
ated at a hospital. The results 
of the test are not known. 

Chhoy allegedly suffered 
from intermittent hallucina-
tions which disappeared after 
time, Thin said. 

on november 6, the wom-
an called Chhoy’s superior 
to report that her husband 
was acting abnormally and 
should not be allowed to use 
his gun. bie then drove his 
car to Chhoy’s house to re-
trieve Chhoy’s AK-47 assault 
rifle. 

While on his way, bie saw 
Chhoy at a village and per-
suaded him to return the rifle. 
but when Chhoy was about 
to enter bie’s car, reasei ap-
peared, prompting Chhoy to 
shoot reasei twice and bie 
once in his stomach. both 
died at the scene, Thin said.

“bie comforted the offender 
and called him to enter the 
car. When he [Chhoy] saw 
reasei, he shot [his weapon]. 
He shot reasei and then bie. 

“The offender [Chhoy] had 
been promoted to Chong 
Prich deputy police chief a 
week prior,” he said.

After shooting his two col-
leagues, Chhoy walked be-
tween 100m and 200m from 
the scene and shouted that 
he no longer wanted to live 
before shooting himself, Thin 
said.

All three men lived in Anlong 
veng district, he added.

officer kills two, 
then himself in 
oddar meanchey
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SATHAPAnA bank Plc and 
Singapore-based fintech 
start-up Fincy Pte Ltd on Sat-
urday announced a partner-
ship agreement to provide a 
quick and safe digital money 
transfer service to customers 
of both institutions.

Through the agreement, 
money can be instantly trans-
ferred between Sathapana ac-
counts and Fincy digital wal-
lets using either the Sathapana 
mobile or Fincy app.

Fincy customers can de-
posit funds to their Fincy 
Wallet at any Sathapana bank 
branches in Phnom Penh, 
Siem reap and Sihanoukville.

Sathapana bank Ceo Lim 
Aun said his institution’s lat-
est alliance underscores its 
commitment to exploring 
new ways in which technol-
ogy can improve customer 
service and operations.

He said: “Through the part-
nership, we are also able to 
encourage unbanked Cambo-
dians to open bank accounts 
that bring them directly to 
the formal financial sector – it 
benefits everyone.

“We are fully committed to 
continuing to offer effective 
digital platforms for custom-
ers to move money to sup-
port any personal or business 
needs wherever they are in 
the country.”

Zwan ross Lee, Ceo of Fincy’s 
operations in Cambodia, said 
the digital money transfer ser-
vice places more financial con-
trol in the hands of Fincy users 
and Sathapana customers, and 
enables more possibilities.

It gives them better com-
mand over tasks such as pro-
cessing funds for routine dai-
ly financial transaction made 
through Fincy Wallet, allocat-
ing funds for purchases or 
other investment decisions, 
or ensuring that the Fincy 
Wallet is topped up, he said.

“With this launch, we have 
reached another milestone in 
our quest to serve the diverse 
money transfer and deposit 
needs of our customers.

“This partnership be-
tween Fincy and Sathapana 
is grounded in our mutual 
commitment to financial 
inclusion and to expanding 
the number of people in the 

banking system, which ulti-
mately creates more financial 
security and opportunity for 
Cambodians. 

“How we serve our users 
and customers is to develop 
tools and ecosystems that 
help them build financial fu-
tures.

“We at Fincy want to serve 
the financial needs of custom-
ers and ensure they have the 
tools to facilitate immediate 
and long-term financial deci-
sions they need to make. Fin-
cy is here to ensure families 
and businesses succeed.  We 
are proud to be here and to be 
a part of Cambodia’s exciting 
economic story,” Lee said.

on September 9, Fincy an-
nounced the expansion of its 
cashless payment system to 
Sihanoukville to tap into the 
southwestern coastal city’s 
ever-widening business and 
investment landscape.

on June 12, it said it had 
received $11 million from its 
parent company GbCI ven-
tures Pte Ltd for its expansion 
in Southeast Asia.

The national bank of Cam-
bodia (nbC) on october 
27 launched an inter-bank 
mobile payment platform, 
known as the “bakong Sys-
tem”, aiming to give a power-
ful impetus to rural financial 
sector development and nur-
turing financial inclusivity in 
the country.

The system enables pay-
ments between banks and 
financial institutions, im-
proving the efficiency and 
safety of the payment system, 
boosting financial inclusion 
and promoting cashless pay-
ments in the local currency.

The number of active e-wal-
let accounts in the Kingdom hit 
5.22 million last year, a marked 
64 per cent surge from 2018, 
the nbC reported in June.

It also noted that the num-
ber of deposit accounts at fi-
nancial institutions reached 
7.62 million last year.

The volume of money trans-
fers via banks and Payment 
Service Institutions (PSIs) con-
stituted $57.99 billion last year, 
or 213 per cent of the gross 
domestic product (GDP), data 
compiled by the nbC show.

meanwhile, mobile payments 
via banks and PSIs equalled 22.9 
per cent of 2019 GDP.

Sathapana, Fincy team 
up on money transfers

Cassava price up as harvest starts
Hin Pisei

A
S THe 2020-2021 har-
vest season kicks off, 
cassava prices in the 
powerhouse provinc-

es of Preah vihear and Tbong 
Khmum register a slight uptick 
compared to the same period 
last year.

on the other hand, domes-
tic output is expected to see 
a slight dip this year over last 
year, Preah vihear provincial 
Department of Commerce di-
rector Phan Sam Ang told The 
Post on monday.

Cassava is grown in almost 
every Cambodian province. 
The crop is planted in may 
and harvested between no-
vember and the end of Febru-
ary each year.

vann Samnang, a cassava 
farmer on 20ha in the prov-
ince, said farmers in the area 
were now averaging about 30 
tonnes per hectare, contin-
gent on the type of soil and 
maintenance techniques.

“We have only just started 
harvesting at my plantation – 
I hope the current going rate 
will hold steady for a while,” 
he said.

According to Samnang, 
most of the cassava is sold to 
vietnam by traders.

The department’s Sam Ang 
said fresh cassava now goes 
for 310 riel (7.6 US cents) per 
kg while dry ones sell for 720 
riel in the province, attribut-
ing the higher prices to strong 
demand.

Tbong Khmum provincial 
commerce department direc-
tor Toch Sokhon said cassava 
output in his province is also 
likely to slip this year over last 
year, as more growers turn to 

rubber and cashew nuts.
“As prices rise, I know that 

the demand for cassava in the 
country is also increasing, es-
pecially for making pastries,” 
he said.

According to Sokhon, fresh 
cassava sells for 340-360 riel 
per kg in his province.

battambang provincial 
commerce department direc-
tor Kim Hout pointed out that 
the recent floods had dam-
aged 30 per cent of the cas-
sava crop in his province and 
had delayed the harvest.

Chan muoy, the owner of a 
silo in battambang province’s 
northwestern Sampov Loun 
district, said swathes of cas-
sava fields in the province and 
neighbouring Pailin province 
to the west had been ravaged 

by the floods.
“no one is buying or sell-

ing here yet – trade is likely 
to begin early in December,” 
she said.

According to muoy, about 80 
per cent of battambang’s cas-
sava is exported to Thailand.

minister of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries veng 
Sakhon on monday said the 
floods would diminish har-
vest figures in provinces such 
as battambang, Pursat, ban-
teay meanchey and oddar 
meanchey.

He said the government’s 
policy to promote and in-
crease domestic production 
had underpinned a surge in 
demand for cassava for ani-
mal feed processing and do-
mestic consumption.

“Currently, more and more 
local companies are mulling 
over snatching up local prod-
ucts such as cassava, corn and 
broken rice to be processed 
into animal feed for domestic 
supply,” he said.

He added this year’s cassava 
cultivation area is about the 
same as last year.

Cambodia exported 
1,780,496 tonnes of fresh cas-
sava to vietnam and Thailand 
and 1,202,644.81 tonnes of 
cassava chips in the first nine 
months of the year, the agri-
culture ministry reported.

The Kingdom also shipped 
12,002 tonnes of tapioca 
starch to India, China, bel-
gium, the netherlands, Paki-
stan, the Czech republic, 
Croatia and Italy, it said.

Domestic output of cassava is expected to see a slight dip this year compared to last year. hENG ChIVOAN

Sathapana Bank has added Fincy to its roster of partners. pOST STAFF

rui Li Cambodia enters banking scene
Thou Vireak 

THe Chinese-owned rui Li 
(Cambodia) bank Plc on Sat-
urday launched its operations 
in Phnom Penh to tap into the 
Kingdom’s burgeoning finan-
cial sector.

The inauguration ceremony 
was presided over by national 
bank of Cambodia (nbC) gov-
ernor Chea Chanto, with Yun-
nan Jingcheng Group founder 
Dong Le Cheng and other 
bank officials in attendance.

Dong said rui Li Cambodia 
set up in the Kingdom on 
october 2018 to capitalise on 
the “resplendent” Cambodian-
Chinese prospects for coop-
eration under the belt and 
road initiative, and received a 
commercial banking licence 
from the nbC on october 20.

He said the bank has the broad 
support of the Cambodian gov-
ernment and the nbC.

“The bank will provide serv-
ices such as public deposits, 

credit, currency exchange, 
payment services and local 
and foreign currency transac-
tions.

“our professional team will 
provide enterprises and indi-
viduals with good-quality, 
highly efficient and compre-
hensive financial services,” 
Dong said.

He said the bank would 
adhere to the business tenets 
of quality, sustainability and 
technological sophistication, 
with the aim of stabilisation, 
development through scien-
tific innovation and the imple-
mentation of a management 
system in line with recognised 
international standards.

He added that his bank has 
adopted sophisticated finan-
cial management measures 
consistent with the Kingdom’s 
market demands, bringing a 
familiar business model that 
is equipped with internet tech-
nologies to develop innovative 
services.

“The bank will provide cus-
tomers with a wide range of 
financial services in a conven-
ient way and always close to 
them, and will strive to trans-
form into a high-tech com-
mercial bank.

“We plan to open more 
branches in Phnom Penh and 
Preah Sihanouk province next 
year as well,” Dong said.

rui Li Cambodia said it now 
uses China’s advanced “Core 
System” to facilitate and secure 
customer transactions.

To ensure the security of the 
bank’s operating system as 
well as the security of its 
finances and customer infor-
mation, it will work with com-
panies such as Huawei, nSFo-
CUS and 360, it said.

The bank will be headquar-
tered at #296, russian Federa-
tion boulevard (Street 110), 
Kakab I commune, Por Sen 
Chey district, Phnom Penh.

According to the nbC’s 
Chanto, over the last two dec-

ades, inflation rate in the King-
dom has remained low at 
around 2.5 per cent, while the 
riel has been stable at around 
4,050 riel per US dollar.

Gross international reserves 
have increased to around $20 
billion – providing 10 months 
of import cover, he said late in 
September.

banking assets have seen a 
112-fold jump from just $0.5 
billion in 1998 to $56 billion 
today, while domestic deposits 
and banking loans allocated to 
all economic sectors increased 
165-fold from $0.2 billion to 
more than $33 billion during 
the period, he added.

At the end of last year, Cam-
bodia had 46 commercial banks, 
15 specialised banks, 82 micro-
finance institutions (mFIs), 248 
rural credit operators, 15 leasing 
companies and 20 payment 
service providers, the nbC said 
in its Macroeconomic and Bank-
ing Progress 2019 Report and 
2020 Outlook report.
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Maybank makes a difference 
Maybank became another supporter of the Post Flood Relief Campaign 
on Tuesday. Its CEO Mohd Hanif Suadi welcomed The Phnom Penh Post’s 
publisher and CEO Ly Tayseng, and his team at the bank’s headquarters and 
expressed their support for the fundraising drive.
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Air cargo route links Cambodia, China
Thou Vireak

A
n air cargo service route 
has been launched linking 
Phnom Penh, northwest Chi-
na’s Lanzhou city and eastern 

Pakistan’s Lahore city paving the way 
for Cambodia to boost commerce with 
the world’s most populous nation.

The route’s maiden flight carried 
18 tonnes of dried mango to Lan-
zhou on october 30, reported Chi-
na’s state-run Xinhua news Agency 
on Thursday, citing the Internation-
al Land Port of Gansu (Lanzhou).

Xinhua said the flight left Lan-
zhou that same day for Lahore car-
rying Chinese household products. 
“There are two to four flights a week 
for the route,” it said.

Lanzhou new Area Commerce 
Trade and Logistics Investment 
Group Co Ltd (CTLI Group) reported 
on october 31 that the dried mango 
had originated from Cambodia.

Xinhua said flights from Phnom 
Penh to Lanzhou will carry goods 
such as nuts, and fresh and frozen 
seafood to Lanzhou, the provincial 
capital of Gansu.

once unloaded, the cargo plane 
will be reloaded with Chinese 
household products and agricul-
tural products and then take off for 
Pakistan’s second largest city, ac-
cording to the land port.

The new air-cargo service will help 
Gansu further tap into the southeast 
and south Asian markets and facili-
tate trade and exchanges with them, 
Yang Shipeng with the land port was 
reported as saying.

“Gansu has been improving infra-
structure and clearance efficiency to 
boost foreign trade in recent years. 

The province has opened multiple 
international cargo services to Cen-
tral Asia, europe and ASeAn coun-
tries, significantly boosting foreign 
trade in the province,” Xinhua said.

Xue Wen, head of the CTLI Group’s 
International Trade Co, said the 
group’s international business has 
enjoyed rapid development over the 
past few years.

“This time, the Cambodian fruit 
product charter business was com-
pleted by the group’s subsidiary 
company Comprehensive bonded 
Zone International Trade Company 
and Lanmei Airlines [Cambodia].

“The smooth opening of the first 
flight has won the strong support 
from many departments, such as 
the Department of economic Affairs, 
Lanzhou Customs, Lanzhou new 
Area business Travel bureau and 
Lanzhou Zhongchuan International 
Airport Logistics Group.” said Xue.

CTLI Group said it will work to-
gether with Chinese and interna-
tional import-export traders and 
Lanmei Airlines (Cambodia) Co Ltd 
to ratchet up shipments of “fruits, 
chilled aquatic products, pre-pack-
aged foods and daily necessities”.

It said it will “actively promote the 

export of Gansu’s specialty prod-
ucts to countries along the ‘belt and 
road’ to accelerate the development 
of the port economy in the Lanzhou 
new Area, and promote the high-
quality development of Gansu’s im-
port and export trade”.

Cambodia Logistics Association 
(CLA) president Sin Chanthy told The 
Post that providing air freight ser-
vices between Lanzhou and Phnom 
Penh would offer additional options 
for investors and facilitate trade.

“We congratulate China for add-
ing air transport services connect-
ing with Phnom Penh, which is sure 

to help improve price competition 
in the Cambodian transport sec-
tor,” he said, adding that current air 
freight fees are higher than desired.

There are currently two air freight 
flights per week on offer from Phnom 
Penh to Hong Kong and Phnom Penh 
to Singapore, which do not meet de-
mand, Chanthy lamented.

“We are having a hard time get-
ting enough inbound and outbound 
flights to Cambodia because our air 
cargo service is still limited, so con-
necting flights from China will pro-
vide better options for the transport 
sector in Cambodia,” he said.

Cambodia Airports communica-
tions and public relations director 
Khek norinda in July said the global 
travel restrictions implemented to 
prevent the spread of Covid-19 have 
drastically reduced traffic at the King-
dom’s three international airports.

The economic slowdown has neg-
atively weighed on air cargo volume, 
he said, noting that Phnom Penh In-
ternational Airport has also experi-
enced sporadic spikes in air freight.

“We don’t expect a sizable chunk 
of activity to resume until the third 
or even fourth quarter of 2020. In 
any event, air traffic is unlikely to 
return anytime soon to the levels 
recorded in 2019 and in the years 
before,” norinda said then.

Cambodia’s domestic and interna-
tional air freight volume contracted 
by about 30 per cent year-on-year to 
25,000 tonnes in the first half of this 
year, the State Secretariat of Civil 
Aviation (SSCA) reported.

At the same time, the Kingdom 
served 1.95 million air passengers 
during the period, tumbling 67.5 per 
cent from the year-ago period.

The route between Phnom Penh and Lanzhou is expected to boost Cambodian commerce. afp
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China FDI hits $103b in nine months

US markets closed last week 
ready to welcome biden win

vn’s new axis road to 
boost southwest regionForeIgn direct investment 

(FDI) in China reached $103 
billion in the first nine months 
of this year, up 2.5 per cent 
year-on-year, the Un Confer-
ence on Trade and Develop-
ment said in late october.

Foreign investment inflows 
to China were down by just 
four per cent, even with the 
epidemic.

Foreign portfolio managers 
are moving funds to Chinese 
markets because Chinese 
growth rates are higher than 
elsewhere and because China’s 
steady monetary policy is cre-
ating higher returns than can 
be obtained in other markets.

China’s 14th Five-Year Plan 
(2021-2025) will encourage 
foreign companies and inves-
tors to double down on their 
commitment to the Chinese 
economy, according to a 
communique released after 
the Fifth Plenary Session of 
the 19th Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of 
China.

Significant progress will be 
made in the reforms of the 
property rights system and 
the market-based allocation 
of factors of production so 
that market entities will show 
more vitality.

Fair competition within the 
market system will be further 
improved. basically, China 
will form the new institutions 
necessary for a higher-level 
open economy during the 
plan period.

Thanks to deepening of 
opening-up and business 
environment improvement, 
China continues to attract 
higher levels of FDI.

There was over $400 billion 
of new foreign investment 
from 2017 to last year, with 
FDI inflows ranking second 
in the world for three consec-
utive years, despite the ongo-
ing trade frictions.

China’s performance has 
strengthened the confidence 
of foreign multinational cor-
porations in the Chinese mar-

ket. mnCs such as general 
electric, Fujifilm, Schneider 
electric, Schindler group, 
and Air Liquide group swear 
by their expansion plans in 
China, despite the Covid-19 
impact on the economy.

The 2020 Global Enterprises 
Report: MNC New Develop-
ment in China, published by 

the Centre for China and glo-
balisation in September, listed 
top 25 foreign investments 
this year in China covering the 
automotive, energy, chemical 
and high-tech industries. The 
report stresses that both policy 
and market factors are impor-
tant to foreign investors. China 
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U
S mArkeTS ap-
peared ready to 
welcome the elec-
tion of Joe biden, 

with futures for the major 
new York Stock exchange in-
dices rising on Sunday eve-
ning ahead of the week’s trad-
ing.

At around 0015 gmT, fu-
tures contracts for December 
on the Dow Jones appreciated 
by 0.99 per cent, on the nas-
daq by 1.28 per cent and on 
the S&P 500 by 1.02 per cent.

Futures contracts generally 
provide the direction that the 
financial markets take when 
trading opens.

Wall Street stocks on Friday 
had finished their best week 
in months as biden inched 
closer to victory in the elec-
tion against Donald Trump.

The broad-based S&P 500 
closed up 7.3 per cent for the 

week, its best since April.
The recent rally had been 

built on the assumption of 
biden winning the White 
House and Democrats con-
trolling the House of repre-
sentatives, while republicans 
are forecast to retain control 
of the Senate.

A split in Washington would 
likely thwart major tax in-
creases on large companies 
and rich individuals, as well 
as other sweeping policies 
feared by investors.

markets appeared un-
troubled by Trump refusing 
to admit defeat and trying to 
sow doubt about the election 
results.

Reduced uncertainty 
nigel green, head of the fi-

nancial consulting firm devere, 
said: “biden will deliver a boost 
to global stock markets and the 

US and world economy.
“Although a biden win was 

pretty much priced-in by the 
markets, his victory will elimi-
nate uncertainty – which they 
loathe – and they will rally 
further as a result.”

Trump plans to file a string 
of lawsuits in the coming 
week challenging the result, 
according to his lawyer rudy 
giuliani, who said Sunday 
that he had “a lot of evidence” 
of fraud.

The Trump campaign has 
already mounted legal chal-
lenges in several states, but 
no evidence has emerged of 
any widespread irregularities 
that would affect the results.

biden has vowed to name a 
cabinet that reflects the diver-
sity of the country, although he 
may have trouble gaining ap-
proval for progressive appoin-
tees if republicans retain con-

trol of the Senate – an outcome 
that will depend on two runoff 
races in georgia in January.

If the outgoing Congress 
fails to approve a second 
Covid-19 stimulus package in 
the closing weeks of Trump’s 
presidency, getting a deal ap-
proved will likely be one of 
the first things biden tackles.

“biden will need to work with 
the republican-led Senate to 
secure fiscal stimulus to bol-
ster the economy,” green said.

“He might struggle to get 
the $3 trillion [stimulus] 
wanted by Democrats, but 
some package is likely.”

Federal reserve chair Je-
rome Powell on Thursday 
said the trajectory of Covid-19 
remains key to the US recov-
ery, and until it is eradicated, 
more emergency spending 
will be “essential” to support 
the economy. aFP

A ToTAL of 50,269 small and 
medium-sized enterprises 
(Smes) in malaysia have 
folded since march when 
the movement control order 
(mCo) was first implemented 
to stem Covid-19, says the 
ministry of entrepreneur De-
velopment and Cooperatives.

The ministry, quoting statis-
tics by the Companies Com-
mission of malaysia (SSm), 
said 9,675 Smes shut down 
operations during the first 
phase of the mCo from march 
18 to June 9.

During the recovery mCo 
phase from June till Septem-
ber, 22,794 Smes shut down.

August recorded the highest 
figure, with 17,800 Smes fold-
ing during that month.

The ministry gave the sta-
tistics in a Parliamentary writ-
ten reply dated november 5 
in response to June Leow (the 

incumbent member of Parlia-
ment for Hulu Selangor feder-
al constituency in Selangor), 
who asked the number of 
Smes that have folded since 
the mCo was enforced.

meanwhile, the ministry 
said its survey found that mi-
cro entrepreneurs were the 
most affected by the Covid-19 
economic fallout, as a major-
ity of them still have yet to re-
ceive government assistance.

To address this issue, it has 
proposed the government 
increase the current special 
Covid-19 financial relief to en-
trepreneurs.

It also proposed expand-
ing product development 
training and diversifying pro-
motional programmes and 
marketing hubs to increase 
product demand and market 
access. ThE STaR (MalaySia)/aSia 
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THe inaugural All nippon 
Airways (AnA) flight to Ha-
waii following a loosening of 
restrictions on travellers from 
Japan departed from Haneda 
Airport on Friday evening.

The US state has been 
gradually relaxing its 14-day 
quarantine requirement for 
visitors and as of Friday, visi-
tors from Japan who have 
certifiably tested negative for 
the novel coronavirus though 
a medical institution have 
been allowed an exemption 
from the state’s mandatory 
quarantine.

For this reason, airlines are 
hoping to make a recovery in 
the number of passengers on 
the highly profitable route.

Check-in procedures for the 

first flight to Honolulu after 
the state’s measure began at 
Haneda Airport just after 8pm 
on Friday. There were 64 pas-
sengers on board, according 
to the airline.

A 28-year-old temp worker 
who was one of the passen-
gers said: “I’m going to Hawaii 
to see my fiance. I’m grateful 
that I won’t have to spend time 
any of my time in quarantine 
because I can only stay there 
for about a month.”

AnA once had seven round-
trip flights on the Haneda-Ho-
nolulu route a week, but now 
there are only two round-trips 
a month – the same number 
offered by Japan Airlines. ThE 

yOMiuRi ShiMbun (jaPan)/aSia nEWS 

nETWORK

THe planned new 55km-long 
route, or 827e axis road, con-
necting Ho Chi minh City 
(HCmC) and Long An and Tien 
giang provinces is expected to 
promote goods transport and 
tourism development in the 
southwestern region.

Total investment is estimat-
ed at 20 trillion dong ($860 
million), sourced from the lo-
cal budget.

The ministry of Transport 
proposed adding the axis road 
to the national road network 
plan and zoning plan for the 
southern key economic region.

Administrative procedures 
and investment preparation 
for the axis road are expected 
to be completed next year. 
Construction is scheduled in 
the 2021-2025 period.

nguyen van Duoc, secretary 
of Long An province’s Party 
Committee, said the new axis 
road would relieve traffic pres-
sure on national Highway no 

1A, the HCmC-Trung Luong 
expressway and other highways 
passing through the province.

It will bring the southwest-
ern region closer to HCmC. 
“It will create favourable con-
ditions for us to make break-
throughs in economic de-
velopment and attract more 
investment,” he said.

“It will open up a new devel-
opment path, with economic 
benefits derived from the riv-
ers,” he added.

Trinh Phuoc Trung, vice-
chairman of Tan Tru district’s 
People’s Committee, said in-
dustrial development would 
take place along the vam Co 
Dong river, and garden villas, 
residential areas, and ecot-
ourism sites would be built 
along the vam Co Tay river.

“Industrial development 
combined with tourism and 
services will boost the dis-
trict’s growth,” he said. ViET naM 

nEWS/aSia nEWS nETWORK.A container vessel is loaded at Zhoushan Port, Zhejiang province. China Daily

A staff member points to a computer monitor as a screen (top left) displays the Japanese yen’s exchange rate against the US dollar, and another 
screen (top right) showing a programme featuring US presidential election candidates Joe Biden and Donald Trump, at a foreign exchange trading 
company in Tokyo on Monday. aFP

over 50k malaysian 
Smes have shuttered

AnA’s first flight to 
Hawaii after loosened 
restrictions takes off



Cambodian farmers 
are redefining 
farming models 
with an agricultural 

innovation that could usher 
in a new era for the sector. 

by installing net housing 
farmers can produce a supply 
of high-quality vegetables 
throughout the year even 
with unfavourable weather 
conditions.

Tropicam irrigation 
Solutions Co Ltd has tested 
growing crops under 
net housing and found 
significant improvements to 
farm productivity. 

So far it has been 
rewarding for growers.

The net housing, which 
acts as a natural climate 
controller, helps increase 
yields and makes it 
possible for year-around 
planting, which can lead to 
improvements in farmers’ 
incomes. 

Teaming up with the 
ministry of agriculture,  
Forestry and Fisheries, the 
company has installed 200 
net houses in 20 provinces 
under phase one since the 
project was launched in June.

Tropicam has also 
partnered with netafim, 
an israeli specialist in drip 
irrigation systems that 
works closely with farming 

communities across the 
globe. Under the partnership, 
netafim provides technology 
and consultancy to 
Tropicam.  

Tropicam CEo Lor ngy 
told The Post that, in the 
second phase, another 
200 net houses have been 
earmarked for installation by 
next year. 

“There is a need to install 
net houses in farms across 
the country because farmers 
using traditional methods 
suffer during heavy rains or 
hot weather. 

“Crops are damaged 
and harvests are not stable. 
This affects quality, with 
consumers tending to then 
buy imported vegetables,” 
he said.

He added that as well 
as installing net houses, 
Tropicam specialises in 
irrigation to improve 
agricultural outputs.

With the 10mx24m net 
housing, farmers can now 
grow leafy vegetables such 
as pak choi, kailan and 
spinach. 

Local farmers often suffer 
from the impacts of climate 
change, with prolonged dry 
spells or the late arrival of 
rain affecting both output 
and quality. 

This leads to a scarcity  
of vegetables and triggers 
price fluctuations in the 
market. 

With the recent heavy 
rains having wreaked havoc 
on farmland, the innovation 

could prove hugely 
beneficial. 

The national Committee 
for disaster management 
reported that some 85,348ha 
of rice fields and 47,232 of 
other crops were destroyed 
during the flooding from 
September 1 to october 27. 

and as well as protecting 
crops against ravages of 
heat, rain and insects, the net 
housing can also allow for 
multiple plantings throughout 
the year, ngy said.

“These net houses allow 
farmers to grow seven times 
a year, whether during the 
rainy or hot seasons. 

“We can help raise 
the performance of the 
agricultural sector to another 
level, with this project able 
to help supply vegetables for 
the country and thus reduce 
imports,” he said.

according to the ministry 
of agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries, Cambodia 
needs some 573 tonnes 
of vegetables a day, with 
local farmers producing 
around 400 tonnes and the 
remainder being imported. 

Last year, around 85 
tonnes of vegetables were 
imported from Vietnam 
and 45 from Thailand, with 
40 tonnes brought in from 
China. 
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Tropicam’s 
innovation a 
game changer 
for farmers 

The net housing measures 10mx24m.  

Net housing has been proven to bring significant benefits to farmers.  

The innovation makes it possible for year-around planting.  Tropicam has teamed up with the Ministry of Agriculture.  

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus
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agriculture 

A net housing concept that helps  
grow crops in favourable conditions  
all year-round could be a solution  
as the Kingdom’s growers suffer  
from the impacts of climate change.
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Any US president will be better 
than Trump, Cuban citizens say
m

oST Cubans don’t know 
Joe biden, or what poli-
cies he will pursue to-
ward the Communist is-

land, but they are crystal clear on one 
thing – any US president will be better 
than Donald Trump.

In the presidential election, Trump 
owed his big win in the US state of 
Florida in large part to his strident de-
nunciation of leftist governments in 
Latin America, which resonated loudly 
and clearly with conservative Cuban-
Americans in miami who loathe the 
communist government in Havana.

but for people living in Cuba, which 
has been under Communist leader-
ship for six decades, Trump’s accusa-
tions of biden’s leftist leanings make 
them smile disbelievingly.

“I’m not the type to trust an Ameri-
can president, but given the situation, 
I prefer the other one over Trump,” 
Pablo Zalvidar, a 57-year-old parking 
attendant, told AFP.

After a historic rapprochement at 
the end of 2014 and the policy of open-
ness led by barack obama, Trump’s 
arrival in the White House was like a 
cold shower for Cuba.

His re-election would have been 
“a disaster or an apocalyptic threat” 
for Cuba, said political expert Jorge 
Gomez barata.

In four years, Trump’s administra-
tion enacted 130 measures to rein-
force the US embargo on Cuba, many 
of which affected the population and 
the fledgling private sector – restrict-
ing on sending money to family in 
Cuba, suspending US cruises and 
most direct flights from the US, clos-
ing the US consulate in Havana.

“Trump, I can’t stand the sight of 

him!” said Aidelvis blanco, an em-
ployee at The mandarin restaurant, 
adding that hopefully a biden victory 
will “make us feel better”.

For oniel Diaz, head of the Auge 
consulting firm, it’s “really good news 
for the entrepreneur community in 
Cuba. The private sector was one of 
the hardest hit by the Trump admin-
istration’s Cuban policy.”

but Cubans haven’t forgotten – since 
the 1959 revolution led by Fidel Cas-
tro, the island has gone through 12 US 
presidents – and Democrats have his-
torically enacted the toughest policies.

The bay of Pigs invasion, the em-
bargo going into force in 1962 and the 
missile crisis? All the work of John F 

Kennedy (1961-1963).
The Helms-burton law that rein-

forced the embargo came under bill 
Clinton (1993-2001).

biden, though, has a point in his fa-
vour – even if he remains unknown on 
the island, as obama’s vice-president, 
he encouraged collaboration between 
the two countries in a number of sec-
tors and contributed to family reunifi-
cation between Cuba and the Cuban 
diaspora.

His election “marks a return to the 
balance in foreign policy that was the 
principle of obama’s policy, in which 
the commitment to support democra-
cy is compatible with political dialogue, 
the end of isolation and fluidity of rela-

tions between the two countries”, said 
manuel Cuesta morua, a prominent 
member of the Cuban opposition.

on Sunday, Cuban president miguel 
Diaz-Canel struck a tactful tone when 
he congratulated biden on his victory, 
hailing “the new direction” taken by 
the US people and saying he believes 
in “the possibility of having a con-
structive bilateral relation while re-
specting our differences”.

In an interview with online opposition 
news outlet Cibercuba, biden promised 
that, once elected, he would eliminate 
Trump’s restrictions on remittances 
and travel, which he said have harmed 
Cubans and separated families.

but he warned he will demand the 
release of all political prisoners – es-
timated at 100 by nGos – and defend 
human rights in Cuba.

According to Jorge Duany, the head 
of the Cuban research Institute at 
Florida International University, biden 
won’t insist on lifting the embargo. In-
stead, Duany predicted, his objective 
will be to free the Cuban people and 
promote democracy on the island.

Duany added, however, that it is not 
yet clear what commitments or con-
cessions biden will demand from the 
government in order to improve rela-
tions between Cuba and the US.

but biden is “an opportunity that 
must be seized”, said Gomez barata, 
the political specialist, referring to the 
need for economic reforms.

Consultant Diaz agrees: “biden’s ar-
rival in the White House, combined 
with recent economic measures from 
the Cuban government to give more 
space to the private sector, could po-
tentially create a very beneficial situa-
tion,” he said. AFP

PoLICe in belarus on Sunday 
detained more than 800 peo-
ple during the latest in weeks 
of unprecedented demon-
strations against strongman 
Alexander Lukashenko, as the 
opposition reached out to US 
President-elect Joe biden.

For three months running, 
tens of thousands have taken 
to the streets of belarus on 
Sundays to protest against 
the disputed re-election of 
Lukashenko, who has been 
in power for more than two 
decades.

His opponents are de-
manding he hand power to 
Svetlana Tikhanovskaya, a 
political novice who ran for 
president against Lukash-
enko on August 9.

Several thousand protest-
ers, many carrying the red-
and-white opposition flag, 
joined a march in central 
minsk on Sunday.

Police vans and water can-
nons were deployed to the 
centre of the city with police 
sporadically detaining pro-
testers in various locations.

Journalists working with 
AFP saw a heavy security 
presence, with baton-carrying 
riot police in black balaclavas 
grabbing protesters and tak-
ing them to police vans.

Local human rights group vi-
asna said that at least 830 peo-
ple had been detained in the 
capital minsk and other cities.

olympic decathlete Andrei 
Kravchenko and the 2008 
miss belarus pageant win-
ner olga Khizhinkova were 
among those detained, ac-
cording to the Tut.by news 
website.

Pensioner Yelena vasilyevich 
told AFP that she was taking 
part in the Sunday protest 
with her family and friends.

“I want to finally live in a 
free and democratic country,” 
said vasilyevich, 65.

From exile in Lithuania, 
Tikhanovskaya said protests 
would continue “until victory” 
and that the past 90 days had 
shown authorities they had 
“lost legitimacy and power”.

“The regime doesn’t want 
to give us the right to decide 

what will happen next to our 
country,” she wrote on her 
Telegram channel on Sunday.

‘Stolen elections’
Tikhanovskaya, 38, says 

she was the true winner of 
the presidential poll and has 
gained the support of several 
Western leaders, who have 
refused to recognise the elec-
tion results.

on Saturday she congratu-
lated biden and said she 
hopes to meet with the newly 
elected president.

“This was a real race of ideas, 
programmes and teams, un-
like belarus, where votes at 
elections were simply stolen, 
in the United States the vote 
of every voter was taken into 
account,” she said.

She said she believed biden 
will “soon meet with the fairly 
elected president of the new, 
free belarus”.

Democrat biden has previ-
ously voiced support for the 
belarusian opposition and 
promised he would expand 
sanctions against the regime. 

Lukashenko on Saturday 
called the US vote a “mockery 
of democracy” and said he 
didn’t expect relations with 
Washington to change what-
ever the election outcome.

Apart from the large-scale 
Sunday protests, smaller rallies 
have been organised by profes-
sional groups such as teachers, 
students and medics.

on Saturday, around 50 
medical workers held a protest 

outside a minsk hospital, local 
news outlets reported. Dozens 
of them were detained. 

In october, several state 
universities expelled students 
who organised sit-in protests 
on campus.

“We are citizens who have a 
conscience and who cannot be 
silent if lawlessness is happen-
ing in the country,” law student 
Tamara babina, 20, told AFP at 
Sunday’s protest. AFP

FrenCH minister of the In-
terior Gerald Darmanin on 
Sunday praised his country’s 
“cooperation” with Algeria 
against extremism, during a 
visit to France’s north African 
former colony.

His visit came after a string 
of deadly jihadist attacks in 
France. 

Darmanin arrived in the 
capital Algiers on Saturday af-
ter a tour of several mediter-
ranean countries, including 
neighbouring Tunisia.

After meeting his coun-
terpart Kamel beldjoud, 
the French interior minis-
ter thanked Algeria for “our 
continued cooperation, par-
ticularly on security and the 
struggle against terrorism”.

The two men discussed the 
conflict in neighbouring Lib-
ya as well as clandestine mi-
gration, he told journalists.

AFP was not allowed to at-
tend their news conference 
but obtained a recording of 
their statements.

beldjoud said their visions 
were “identical on all the sub-
jects we discussed”.

Darmanin also held talks 
with Prime minister Abdelaziz 
Djerad, but will not be seeing 
President Abdelmadjid Teb-
boune who is hospitalised in 
Germany with the Covid-19 
illness.

The French minister had 
already been planning to visit 
Algeria when a 21-year-old 
Tunisian, newly arrived in 
europe, allegedly killed three 
people at a church in the 
southern French city of nice 
last month.

Tunisia, which also hosted 
Darmanin on Friday, said it 
would accept France repatri-
ating Tunisian citizens sus-
pected of being radical Isla-
mists.

As in Tunisia, Darmanin is 
also expected to ask Algeria 
to take back a number of its 
nationals illegally present 
France or suspected of ex-
tremism.

France says over 230 for-
eigners currently present ille-
gally in France are suspected 
of radicalism – mostly from 
Tunisia, morocco and Algeria.

Illegal sea crossings to eu-
rope from north Africa have 
been on the rise, largely 
driven by economic woes ac-
centuated by the coronavirus 
pandemic. AFP

People celebrate at Black Lives Matter Plaza across from the White House in Washington, DC 
on Saturday, after Joe Biden was declared the winner of the 2020 US presidential election. AFP

Opposition supporters gather during a rally called ‘The March of 
Democracy’ to protest against the Belarus presidential election results 
in Minsk on Sunday. AFP

Praise for 
work on 
extremism 
in Algeria

belarus opposition reaches out to US’ biden

French Minister of the Interior 
Gerald Darmanin. POOL/AFP



11THE PHNOM PENH POST  november  10, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

world

Thai police pull out water cannons to 
stop pro-democracy march to palace
T

hai police on Sun-
day fired water can-
nons on pro-de-
mocracy protesters 

who were trying to march to 
the royal palace to deliver let-
ters demanding reform to the 
unassailable monarchy.

Student-led rallies have 
rocked the kingdom since 
July, with protesters calling 
for the removal of Premier 
Prayut Chan-o-cha – a former 
army chief who came into 
power through a 2014 coup – 
and a rewrite to the military-
scripted constitution. 

The boldest in the leader-
less movement have also 
demanded reforms to the 
monarchy – a once-taboo is-
sue – sending shockwaves 
through Thailand’s arch-roy-
alist establishment.

on Sunday, nearly 7,000 
protesters – a police estimate 
– attempted to march from 
bangkok’s historic Democracy 
monument to the Grand Palace 
to deliver letters to King maha 
vajiralongkorn, with security 
forces calling for them to stop.

as the marchers got closer, 
police briefly fired water can-
nons at them. The protest-
ers reacted angrily, shouting: 
“Why did you use the water 
cannons against us?”

authorities had warned ear-
lier in the day that protesters 
were banned from breaching 
a 150m radius around the 
palace, and some 9,000 offi-
cials were deployed.

Police defended their brief 
use of water cannons late on 
Sunday night, saying it was 
just “a warning”.

“authorities had no inten-
tion to cause any harm,” dep-
uty police spokesman Colonel 
Kissana Phathanacharoen said 
in a press briefing, adding that 
only “clean water” was used.

Sunday’s confrontation 
was the second time police 
have deployed water cannons 
against protesters.

Last month, a peaceful 
rally in downtown bangkok 
saw protesters blasted with 
chemical-laced liquid as po-

lice bore down – images that 
shocked many in Thailand.

Since then, demonstrators 
have appeared prepared for 
any retaliation from authori-
ties, bringing along umbrellas, 
goggles and even hard hats.

‘We will not step back’
The youth-led movement’s 

direct challenge to the mon-
archy is unprecedented in 
Thailand, where King maha 
vajiralongkorn sits at the 
apex of power supported by 
a coup-happy military and its 
billionaire clans.

among the students’ de-
mands are the abolition of a 
royal defamation law – which 
shields the monarch from 
criticism – a clear accounting 
of the palace’s finances, and 
for the king to “stay out” of 

Thailand’s turbulent politics.
The king last week ad-

dressed a reporter’s question 
on the non-stop protests 
across the capital, declaring 
“love” for all Thais and saying 
that “Thailand is the land of 
compromise”. 

but a protest leader on Sun-
day said the use of water can-
nons on marchers was not 
acceptable.

“We came to submit our let-
ters,” Jutatip Sirikhan told re-
porters after the confrontation. 

“no matter what, we will 
not step back,” she said as 
protesters chanted “slaves to 
dictatorship” at security forc-
es who watched on.

organisers had brought 
along crimson-coloured 
homemade mailboxes – with 
the words “royal household 

bureau” emblazoned across 
them – for protesters to sub-
mit their letters to the king.

Police allowed them to 
leave the mailboxes outside 
the Supreme Court, and most 
protesters dispersed around 
9pm (1400 GmT).

before the march to the pal-
ace, the rally at the Democ-
racy monument was peaceful 
with protesters chanting “Pr-
ayut, get out” and holding up 
a three-finger salute – a sym-
bol of the movement.

They also threw flowers into 
a makeshift cardboard coffin 
carrying a life-sized manne-
quin with Prayut’s face. Some 
scrawled messages on it, in-
cluding “go to hell”.

earlier on Sunday, promi-
nent pro-democracy figures 
called on the king to listen to 

the protesters.
“We hope you will change 

your behaviour once and for 
all and become a King of all 
people,” wrote lawyer anon 
numpa, one of the most recog-
nisable faces in the movement.

“i hope Your majesty will 
open your mind and reach 
out to dialogue with us to 
solve the crises together.”

The unprecedented de-
mands to Thailand’s ultra-
wealthy monarch have infu-
riated pro-royalist groups, 
and they have retaliated with 
counter-rallies.

on Sunday, a smaller group 
of the king’s supporters came 
out to the Democracy monu-
ment holding portraits of 
King vajiralongkorn, but they 
left after they were outnum-
bered by the protesters. aFP

aCCorDinG to some candi-
dates, there were several cases 
of being vote-barring for ra-
khine and Kayin ethnics across 
several townships in Yangon.

“rakhine ethnics were not 
able to vote just because they 
were not part of the list. in the 
no 16 out of the 20 that they 
have in hlaingtharyar, there 
were many rakhine ethnics that 
were unable to vote for their 
race. it is happening across the 
whole Yangon region,” said the 
independent candidate Daw 
htu may who is competing for 
the rakhine ethnic affairs seat.

She said many rakhine 
ethnics from hlaingtharyar, 
Shwepyithar, north oakkala-
pa, mayangone, Tamwe, Da-
gon Seikkan, Thingangyun, 
South oakkala and Pa-
zundaung complained to her 
about their woes.

Since advance voting for 
over-60 voters began on oc-
tober 29, rakhine ethnics 
have only been able to vote 
for three seats but not for 
their own racial affairs, she 
added.

Despite her alleged com-
plaints to the Yangon’s elec-
tion commission on novem-
ber 5 and 7, the issues have 
not been resolved.

“even though these prob-
lems are rampant on ground-
level, the regional commision 
merely keep reiterating again 
and again that they can only 
vote if they are on the list. 
Whether or not the voters 
make the list is the respon-
sibility of the commission. 
not us, the citizens. if so then 
why can they vote for Pyit-
thu hluttaw and amyothar 
hluttaw but not for rakhine 

ethnic affairs? is this racism? 
is this a purposeful violation 
of citizenship rights to block 
votes? We are going to have 
those kinds of questions,” 
said Daw htu may.

She estimates that it could be 
hundreds to thousands voters, 
out of the total of over 110,000, 
that are going to lose the right 
to vote for ethnic affairs.

in the Yangon region, there 
are three independent candi-
dates and two candidates from 
two parties that are vying for 
the rakhine ethnic affairs seat.

a similar situation is hap-
pening to the Kayin ethnics in 
townships as well, according 
to a candidate.

“if already eligible for the 
three votes, as far as we under-
stand the final vote [for ethnic 
affairs] should be automatical-
ly included by the commission. 

as to why they weren’t included 
. . . maybe it is the general ad-
ministrator or the commission. 
i cannot tell for sure. We will 
only find out when we com-
plain and they look into it,” said 
Kayin People’s Party (KPP) can-
didate mahn Than Win oo.

according to him, many in-
stances of Kayin ethnics be-
ing unable to vote occurred in 
townships such as north Da-
gon, north okkalapa, Kawhmu, 
Kun Chan Kone, Twantay and 
mingalardon.

mahn Than Win oo said the 
commission’s efforts were in 
informing the people that the 
three votes for the parliaments 
and one vote for racial affairs 
were separate from one an-
other, especially considering 
that despite having been listed 
as a Kayin ethnic in the voters 
list, voters still had to apply 

through Form 3(a) to be able to 
vote for the ethnic affairs.

in Yangon, there are six can-
didates that are vying for the 
seat from a total eligible voter 
list of around 200,000.

Contact was attempted with 
the Yangon region’s election 
sub-commission and District 
sub-commission but were not 
able to as of right now. ElEvEn ME-

dia (MYanMaR)/asia nEws nEtwoRk

A pro-democracy protester stands in front of riot police in an anti-government demonstration in Bangkok on Sunday. aFP

Supporters of the National League for Democracy (NLD) party take 
part in an election campaign event with a portrait of Myanmar State 
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi in Yangon on October 25. aFP

Jakarta may 
allow public 
weddings 
this week

THE Jakarta administra-
tion may allow couples 
to hold wedding recep-

tions at multifunction halls 
starting this week.

The Indonesian capital 
had banned public wedding 
receptions as part of large-
scale social restrictions, 
allowing only small wedding 
ceremonies at religious 
affairs offices, civil registry 
offices or the couple’s home.

“We are considering wed-
ding ceremonies and recep-
tions in public halls,” Jakarta 
deputy governor Ahmad Riza 
Patria said on Saturday, as 
quoted by kompas.com.

He added that wedding 
receptions would contribute 
to the city’s economic recov-
ery during the outbreak but 
should adhere to strict health 
protocols.

Jakarta Tourism and 
Creative Economy Agency 
acting head Gumilar Ekalaya 
previously said the agency 
would review requests from 
multifunction halls manage-
ment to allow them wedding 
receptions.

Gumilar said commercial 
buildings seeking to host wed-
ding receptions must submit 
a proposal to (the agency) 
in which they detail their 
standard procedure for imple-
menting health protocols.

They would also need to 
present a detailed plan for 
the event.

According to agency rules, 
wedding venues must pro-
vide handwashing facilities 
and hand sanitiser.

Wedding organisers would 
also have to ensure attendees 
obey the safety requirements.

“The protocol only allows 
two per cent of the total 
venue’s capacity. The agency 
will observe whether these 
rules are being followed 
during a simulation period,” 
Gumilar said.

Jakarta is the country’s 
Covid-19 epicentre with a 
total of 111,120 confirmed 
cases as of Saturday. thE 

JakaRta Post/asia nEws nEtwoRk

myanmar candidates: vote-barring for ethnics in Yangon
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D
IGITAL transformation is 
on the mind of all business 
executives and govern-
ment officials in Thailand 

and across the globe. There is good 
reason for this. 

A recent study leveraging boston 
Consulting Group’s Digital Accelera-
tion Index (DAI) – a benchmarking 
methodology designed to assess the 
digital maturity of businesses with 
more than 8,500 participating com-
panies across industries and geogra-
phies – reveals that companies at the 
forefront of digital transformation 
enjoy 1.8 times the annual earnings 
growth and 2.4 times greater growth 
in enterprise value than those that 
are behind in the race for digital 
transformation.

Where is Thailand?
Digital transformation is a journey 

that not only encompasses the adop-
tion of new digital technologies, but 
also new processes, new ways of 
working, new organisational struc-
tures and capabilities, and new cul-
tural elements – fundamentally 
changing prevalent business models. 
This journey takes time, dedication 
and resources. 

Through a collaboration between 
the Thailand management Associa-
tion (TmA) and boston Consulting 
Group (bCG), a survey was conduct-
ed to find out: where Thai companies 
are on this journey, and what would 
it take to accelerate digital transfor-
mation of the Thai economy?

Digital strategies in Thailand
Using DAI, we surveyed the digital 

maturity of 60 Thai companies rep-
resenting key industries ranging 
from banking to oil and gas, bench-
marking the results against regional 

and global peers. The study reveals 
that the majority (42 per cent) of 
Thai companies are still in the early 
stages of their digital transforma-
tion, so far pursuing only isolated 
digital use cases.

The study did find, however, that 
companies are moving towards an 
important inflection point. most Thai 
firms score highly on the dimension 
of digital strategy, that is, in line with 
international peers that integrate 
digital as driver of value creation in 
their overall business strategy rather 
than treating it as an “experiment” 
carried out in isolation. 

In other words, Thai companies on 
average may be “Digital Starters”, 
but they have the right digital strate-
gies and implementation roadmaps 
in place to start unlocking signifi-
cant value from digital once the 

implementation of these strategies 
reaches scale.

And there are shining examples of 
Thai companies that already do so. 
Particularly, but not exclusively, so in 
finance and healthcare — the indus-
tries identified by our study as the 
clear leaders in Thailand that per-
form well against regional and global 
peers. 

How to accelerate digital transfor-
mation?

but what does it take to accelerate 
the digital transformation of the Thai 
business landscape? our study 
revealed a number of common short-
comings across several important 
dimensions of achieving digital 
maturity.

We found that less than one-third 
(32 per cent) of Thai businesses 

invest at least 10 per cent of their 
operating capital into digital. That 
compares to 75 per cent across the 
global average, and 86 per cent 
across Digital Champions. 

more specifically, the study found 
that just 23 per cent of Thai business-
es dedicate at least 10 per cent of 
their people to digital roles, com-
pared to 65 per cent and 79 per cent 
global average and Digital Champi-
ons respectively. This is an area in 
need of transformation, as talent 
forms the foundation of all successful 
implementation of digital strategies. 

Unified data models and process 
digitisation are further crucial ena-
blers found not to receive sufficient 
funding today. Another area that 
does not yet receive the attention and 
funding it deserves is digital ecosys-
tems. The concept of digital ecosys-
tems provides companies with an 
efficient opportunity to partner for 
the benefit of scale and innovation, 
creating win-win scenarios for com-
panies and customers alike.

Moving past inflection point
Thai companies are at the brink of 

harnessing substantial value from 
digital transformation. Decisive 
investments are required to make it 
past this important inflection point. 
With 80 per cent of executives antici-
pating the urgency for digital trans-
formation to increase in the wake of 
Covid-19, we are hopeful to see com-
panies taking the necessary steps to 
accelerate their digital agendas. 
organisations such as Thailand man-
agement Association and the Digital 
economy Promotion Agency are keen 
to offer support. 

Ultimately, accelerated digital 
transformation will be crucial to 
boost Thailand’s competitiveness in 
the global marketplace. the nation (thai-

land)/asia news network 

THAT the world’s total daily 
number of new infections 
reached a record high over 
the weekend has warranted 
the new measures China has 
adopted to prevent those 
infected with Covid-19 from 
entering the country.

The new measures require 
that China-bound travelers 
must have negative results 
from both a nucleic acid test 
and Igm anti-body test 
before they board their flight. 
In addition, additional tests 

are required if a passenger 
transits somewhere.

This may make things diffi-
cult for travelers, but China is 
under increasingly greater 
pressure to handle infections 
from overseas. The total 
number of imported cases was 
515 in october, an increase of 
45 per cent compared with the 
previous month.

China has done a good job 
in containing the spread of 
the virus, although at great 
cost in economic and social 

terms. The country cannot 
afford to slacken the control 
of its borders. A second wave 
of the virus would be quite 
likely unless stringent efforts 
are made to prevent as few 
infected people as possible 
from entering the country.

The Igm anti-body test that 
is required is meant to ensure 
every passenger is free of the 
virus and thus the flight is 
safe for passengers. The test 
required for passengers at 
their transiting airport is 

because the number of pas-
sengers who had tested nega-
tive before traveling but got 
infected later accounted for 
nearly half of the cases from 
abroad.

For those overseas Chinese 
and foreign travelers, it will 
be much more convenient to 
take a direct flight if they 
come to China, and it will 
reduce the chances of them 
being infected.

It is because of the increas-
ingly rampant second wave 

of the pandemic in many 
countries that China has to 
adopt such stringent meas-
ures to keep its own people 
safe from the virus.

China will timely adjust its 
control measures when the 
use of vaccines makes it pos-
sible for the pandemic to be 
brought under control. now it 
is more than necessary for all 
countries to do whatever they 
can in concerted efforts to 
bring the virus under control. 
China dailY/asia news network

opinion
Benjamin Fingerle

Digital transformation of Thai businesses

Critical to control in-bound Covid-19 infections

A recent study reveals that companies at the forefront of digital transformation enjoy 1.8 
times the annual earnings growth and 2.4 times greater growth in enterprise value than 
those that are behind in the race for digital transformation. afp

The writer is a partner at Boston Consulting Group



A
t a Tokyo clinic, a 
woman in a white 
coat carefully re-
cords the particu-

lars of the newest patient: a 
sheep-shaped stuffed toy.

The Natsumi Clinic specia-
lises in restoring much-loved 
teddies and other cuddly toys 
to their original glory, delight-
ing deeply attached owners 
like Yui Kato, who brought in 
the sheep, Yuki-chan.

“I thought I had no choice 
but to throw her away as she’s 
absolutely worn out, but then 
I heard there’s a hospital that 
deals with this sort of thing,” 
the 24-year-old told AFP.

“Maybe she won’t be ex-
actly how she once was, but I 
came here hoping to see her 
healthy again.”

The clinic offers treatments 
ranging from “eye surgery” 
and hair transplants to stitch-
ing up injuries, explained 
founder Natsumi Hakozaki.

She began treating stuffed 
toys four years ago in her 
hometown, northern Sendai 
city, after working at a clothes 
alteration shop where custom-
ers often asked if she could re-
pair their treasured toys.

“Customers saw stuffed 
toys as family members, part-
ners or best friends, not mere 
objects. After their stuffed 
toys were fixed, many of them 
hugged [the toys], or burst 
into tears,” Hakozaki said.

The experience inspired her 

to open a shop offering spe-
cialised treatment, and every 
animal is prescribed its own 
course.

For Yuki-chan the sheep, 
Hakozaki first removed the 
stuffing then bathed her with 
a special soap, which she de-
scribed as a “spa” treatment.

The clinic carefully docu-
ments each stage of the treat-
ment, posting images online 
so owners can keep tabs.

Hakozaki is conscious of 
how attached people can be-
come to their stuffed animals, 
and considers it key to treat 
the toys as if they were alive. 
 
Transferring a ‘soul’

“It looks like she was very 
tired. Please relax and enjoy!” 
the clinic captioned a photo 
of Yuki-chan soaking in a 
foamy bath.

Yuki-chan was in such bad 
shape that she needed to be 
virtually reconstituted from 
scratch. The bath returned 
her tattered skin to its original 
shape, allowing Hakozaki to 
use it to pattern new fabric.

Once sewn together, the 
fabric was filled with fresh 
stuffing, effectively creating 
an entirely new Yuki-chan, 
except for the “heart” -- fash-
ioned from pink cloth and 
filled with a bit of original 
stuffing.

Hakozaki sees it as a way of 
transferring the toy’s “soul” 
into the new body.

The 34-year-old moved her 
business to Tokyo two years 
ago, and now repairs 100 
stuffed toys a month with five 
other “doctors”.

Clients have sent toys from 
Hong Kong, Taiwan, France 
and Britain for treatment, 
and customers have had to 
wait up to a year for a spot.

Repairs take about 10 days, 
and the clinic’s website fea-
tures pictures of recovered 
“patients” photographed to-
gether at “a party to celebrate 
being discharged”.

There is only one other 
“clinic” for repairing stuffed 
toys in Japan, in Osaka, and 
the demand comes despite 
prices that range from 10,000 
to 500,000 yen ($95-$4,800) 
depending on the injuries.

Yuki-chan’s makeover cost 
Kato 100,000 yen, but for her 
it was money well spent.

“My memories [with her] are 
more important than money, 
so I don’t regret it,” she said, 
recalling the “tough times” 
the stuffed sheep helped her 
get through.

“I talked to her when I went 
to sleep to sort out my feel-
ings and I used to cry in front 
of her,” she said.

Beyond just a thing
She said she cried again, 

but this time tears of joy, 
when she saw photos of Yuki-
chan’s transformation, and 
was delighted when she came 

to pick up her old friend.
“I’m genuinely surprised! 

. . . She’s back to like she was 
when I got her for the first 
time,” she said.

“She has a ‘heart’ of stuffing 
inside, so she has a new look 
but a part of the memory is 
still in her,” Kato added.

“I’m so happy I can keep the 
memories with me.”

Other clients also express 
deep emotional attachments 
to their stuffed animals, in-
cluding Kota Sano, who de-

scribes his 40-year-old sea 
otter toy “Racchan” as “an in-
dispensable family member”.

“She saved me when I was 
under pressure at work . . . she 
forgives me and accepts me,” 
he told AFP, adding that his wife 
and son also adore the otter.

Sano admitted he some-
times feels embarrassed 
about his affection for the 
toy, but noted that traditional 
Japanese folklore says objects 
can acquire their own spirit.

They “can go beyond just 

being a thing and possess 
personality,” he said.

And Hakozaki understands 
the feelings owners have to-
wards their toys.

“We don’t just replace a fa-
ther because he got sick. It’s 
the same thing” for stuffed 
toys, she said, describing the 
attachment as something 
“universal”.

“There are people who con-
sider their stuffed toys as family 
members not only in Japan but 
also around the world.” AFP
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Ultra-rare pink diamond to 
go under hammer in Geneva

An extremely rare pink 
diamond will be auctioned 
in Geneva on November 11 
by Sotheby’s, which says it is 
worth between $23 and $38 
million.

Named “The Spirit of the 
Rose” after a famous Rus-
sian ballet, the 14.83-carat 
diamond mined in Russia is 
the biggest ever to go under 
the hammer in its category – 
“fancy vivid purple-pink”.

“The occurrence of pink 
diamonds in nature is ex-
tremely rare in any size,” Gary 
Schuler, head of Sotheby’s 
jewellery division, said in a 
statement.

“Only one per cent of all 
pink diamonds are larger 
than 10-carats.”

Speaking to AFP, Benoit Re-
pellin, head of fine jewellery 
auctions at Sotheby’s Geneva, 
said the oval-shaped diamond 
was “completely pure.”

The rough diamond was 
unearthed by Russia’s Alrosa 
– one of the world’s lead-
ing diamond producers – in 
the Republic of Sakha in the 
northeast of the country in 
July 2017.

Repellin said it took a pains-

taking year for cutting mas-
ters to turn the diamond into 
its polished form.

Sotheby’s said the world 
auction record for a diamond 
and any gemstone or jewel 
was the “CTF Pink Star”, a 
59.60-carat oval pink dia-
mond that sold for $71.2 mil-
lion in Hong Kong in 2017.

According to Repellin, five 
out of the 10 most valuable 
diamonds ever sold at auc-

tion were pink.
The sale of this gem coin-

cides with the closure of the 
world’s largest pink diamond 
mine in Australia after it ex-
hausted its reserves of the 
precious stones.

The Argyle mine, in the re-
mote Kimberley region of 
Western Australia, churned 
out more than 90 per cent of 
the world’s pink diamonds. 
AFP

A couple out for a walk in 
eastern France have discov-
ered a tiny capsule contain-
ing a message despatched 
by a Prussian soldier over a 
century ago using an ill-fated 
carrier pigeon.

The message from an in-
fantry soldier based at Inger-
sheim, written in German in 
a barely legible hand, detailed 
military manoeuvres and was 
addressed to a superior of-

ficer, said Dominique Jardy, 
curator of the Linge Museum 
at Orbey in eastern France.

It appears to be dated 1910, 
or possibly 1916.

At the time, Ingersheim – now 
in France’s Grand est depart-
ment – was part of Germany.

A couple found the tiny cap-
sule with its well-preserved 
contents in September this 
year in a field in Ingersheim, 
said Jardy, who raved about 

the “super rare” discovery.
They brought it to the near-

est museum, the one at Or-
bey dedicated to one of the 
bloodiest battles of World War 
I, from 1914 to 1918.

Jardy had enlisted the help 
of a German friend to decrypt 
the message, he said.

The tiny piece of paper and 
capsule will become part of 
the museum’s permanent 
display. AFP

An ‘extremely rare’ discovery: probably lost by a carrier pigeon in 1910, miraculously resurfaced in 2020. AFP

Founder Natsumi Hakozaki working on client Yui Kato’s stuffed toy sheep Yuki-chan at Natsumi Clinic in 
Toyko. AFP

A model poses with the ‘The Spirit of the Rose’, a rare 14.83 carat vivid 
purple pink diamond, which is estimated to be worth between $23 and 
$38 million. AFP

Carrier pigeon’s century-old 
message found in French field
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Lost one’s lap
  6 Team letters?
 10 Dotted-line instruction
 14 Welsh canine
 15 It’s played in chukkers
 16 Seabird
 17 Beat swords into plowshares
 18 Lodes’ output
 19 Come back to earth
 20 Disappearing booth contents
 22 Small cosmetics case
 23 Albanian money unit
 24 Still on the auction block
 26 Bridal wear
 30 Something to talk about
 32 Fit of chills and fever
 33 “Go no farther!”
 35 Military stations
 39 Geological ledge
 41 Broke a fast
 42 Show mercy toward
 43 Public boulevard
 44 Copper-colored coin
 46 Canal with a mule, in song
 47 Acceleration sound

 49 Give, as a job
 51 Where it originally was
 54 Everything
 55 Wire service output
 56 Type of Fender guitar
 63 Bangkok citizen
 64 One on a high horse
 65 One of the strings
 66 “___ go bragh”
 67 Homely citrus fruit
 68 Samantha of the silver screen
 69 Ladder segment
 70 Dolls, mini-racers, etc.
 71 Lake Geneva interrupts it
DOWN
  1 Short, erect tail
  2 Healthy muscle condition
  3 Kind of history
  4 Cruel person
  5 Engaging smile feature
  6 Frighten, as horses
  7 Hardly new-looking
  8 Away from the breeze
  9 Hard-to-make decision
 10 Gazing needs
 11 “The lovely,” to Hesiod
 12 Declare legally void

 13 Altered completely
 21 Terrycloth term
 25 Bites lightly
 26 Sound of fright
 27 Turkish honorific (Var.)
 28 Feels regret over
 29 Airing on boob tubes
 30 Carved pole
 31 Accessible to everyone
 34 Mexican lunch food
 36 Draped Indian garment
 37 High-school math course, briefly
 38 “As ___ on TV!”
 40 Bragg, for one
 45 Chalky mineral
 48 Production in general
 50 Amistad, e.g.
 51 Part of ICBM
 52 “Gandhi” role
 53 Country gallant
 54 Zeus’ shield
 57 Start of a conclusion
 58 Easter symbol
 59 Wistful exhalation
 60 “And miles ___ before I sleep”
 61 Lively spirit
 62 Steak order

“WHO IS THIS GUY?” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution

All aboard: ‘Cruise 
to nowhere’ ship sets 
sail from Singapore
H

undreds of passen-
gers were setting 
sail from Singapore 
Friday on a “cruise 

to nowhere” with safety mea-
sures in place to prevent cor-
onavirus outbreaks, as the in-
dustry seeks to bounce back 
from a pandemic-induced 
crunch.

Cruises were halted world-
wide in march after travel 
restrictions kicked in and sev-
eral vessels were hit by major 
outbreaks, but have now re-
sumed in a few places.

The “cruise to nowhere” 
– starting and ending at the 
same place, with no stops – 
has proved a hit, and mask-
wearing passengers lined up 
for virus tests conducted by 
workers in protective suits 
before boarding the World 
Dream liner.

The liner departs Friday 
evening into the malacca 
Strait, a major shipping lane 
between the Indian and Pa-
cific oceans, and will head 

into international waters be-
fore returning to the city-state 
Sunday.

vinoth Arun, 27, a finan-
cial consultant accompanied 
by his girlfriend, was among 
about 1,400 passengers on 
board – half the ship’s capacity, 
to ensure social distancing.

“The fact that you carry your 
luggage and you bring your 
passport out, I guess it’s just 
the mindset that you’re going 
on holiday,” he told AFP.

He felt it was safer to sail 
now compared with earlier 
this year, when cruise ships 
were hard hit: “now every-
one knows about Covid and 
they’re not so nonchalant 
about it any more.”

The cruise operator, ma-
laysia’s Genting Group, has 
introduced a raft of safety 
measures.

rooms and public areas are 
disinfected regularly, restau-
rants have reduced capac-
ity, guests have to book the 
swimming pool in advance, 

while the ship’s clinic is kit-
ted out with a machine that 
churns out virus test results 
in an hour.

The ship also has an inten-
sive care unit, in case anyone 
does contract Covid-19.

Despite not making any 
stops as a regular cruise 
would, there is plenty of en-
tertainment on board such as 
a casino, movies, water slides 
and a Christmas show.

Accounts executive renee 
Toh, 56, who was cruising with 
her husband and daughter, 
said she was excited to be able 
to take to the seas, and was 
looking forward to a “relaxing 
time” with her family and hav-
ing some fun at the casino.

Tourism operators are roll-
ing out new services as they 
struggle to survive. Airlines 
are operating “flights to no-
where” and travel-starved 
diners last month ate aboard 
two parked Singapore Air-
lines jets turned into pop-up 
restaurants. AFP

Passengers walk toward the World Dream cruise ship before its departure to ‘cruises to nowhere’ in 
Singapore. The country is attempting to revive its pandemic-hit tourism industry with the cruises. AFP

The World Dream cruise ship is docked at Marina Cruise Centre in Singapore on October 27, following its 
arrival ahead of a travel promotion for Singapore’s ‘cruises to nowhere’, during the Covid-19 coronavirus 
pandemic.  AFP



Sport
15THE PHNOM PENH POST  november  10, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Four time nHL Stanley Cup 
champion Howie meeker died 
on Sunday, four days after his 
97th birthday, the Toronto 
maple Leafs confirmed.

meeker won four champi-
onships with the maple Leafs 
before going on to a three de-
cade career as a premier hock-
ey broadcaster for Canadian 
television.

He was known for his catch 
phrases such as “Golly gee wil-
likers” and “Jiminy Crickets” 
while working on the Cana-
dian broadcasting Corpora-
tion’s (CbC’s) Hockey night In 
Canada episodes.

CbC reported meeker passed 
away in hospital in nanaimo, 
british Columbia.

“Howie meeker connected 
countless fans to hockey with his 
wisdom and infectious voice,” 
nHL commissioner Gary bett-
man said. “The national Hockey 
League celebrates his life and 
mourns his passing.”

A spokesman for the maple 
Leafs confirmed the death of 
the oldest living former To-
ronto player, without giving a 
specific cause of death.

“The maple Leafs organisa-
tion is deeply saddened by the 
passing of Howie meeker. our 
deepest sympathies go out to 
his family,” the club said in a 
statement.

meeker also ran a series 
of successful youth hockey 
camps near his home in Parks-
ville, on vancouver Island.

The first day of every meek-
er hockey camp featured the 
sound of a chain saw echoing 
through the halls of the rink 
as he loathed people using 
long hockey sticks, arguing 
they limited a player’s stick-
handling skills.

meeker also liked to point 
out he rarely hired nHL stars 
to work his hockey schools, 
saying he preferred instructors 
who could teach basic skills 
over someone that played the 
game instinctively at a high 
level.

meeker was a three-time 
all-star forward who finished 
his career with 83 goals and 
185 points in 346 nHL games 
with the maple Leafs from the 
mid-1940s through the mid-
1950s. He helped Toronto win 
the Stanley Cup in 1947, 1948, 
1949 and 1951.

After coaching the maple 
Leafs for the 1956-1957 season 
he switched to broadcasting.

He was inducted to the 
Hockey Hall of Fame in 1998, 
not for his skills as a player, 
but for his work in television. 

In 2010, meeker was named 
a member of the order of Can-
ada. afp

ruGby Australia announced 
a broadcast rights deal with 
nine entertainment monday 
that the financially stricken 
body said would “reboot the 
game at every level”.

rA said the deal would de-
liver benefits worth A$100 
million (uS$73 million) over 
three years from 2021, with 
the prospect of more funds if 
nine exercises a two-year ex-
tension option.

“This agreement ensures 
the future of our sport and this 
exciting new chapter enables 
rugby Australia to dynami-
cally grow the game from the 
grassroots up,” rA chairman 
Hamish mcLennan said.

The package values rugby’s 
broadcast rights significantly 
lower than the A$285 million 
over five years rA received un-
der a deal with Foxtel, Chan-
nel 10 and bSkyb that expired 
last year.

but it will still come as a 
relief to rA, which had been 
without a long-term broadcast 
partner after an ill-timed push 
to secure more television cash 
coincided with the Covid-19 
crisis throwing the sporting 
calendar into turmoil.

The poor handling of the 
issue was cited as one of the 
reasons former Ceo raelene 

Castle quit in April.
rA was dealt a further finan-

cial blow in September, when 
Qantas Airways scrapped a 
long-running sponsorship 
deal reportedly worth A$5.0 
million annually.

A broadcast deal will help 
rA stabilise its finances. 

It will also allow it to fina-
lise negotiations on the future 
format of Super rugby and, 
potentially, make it more at-
tractive to private equity in-
vestors.

‘Cash and contra’ 
rA said the package still 

needed final approval from 
its partners in the southern 
hemisphere’s Sanzaar govern-
ing body – South Africa, new 
Zealand and Argentina.

under the deal, nine will 
show rugby on its free-to-air 
television network and its 
Stan streaming service, which 
has about two million sub-
scribers.

most games – including the 
bulk of Super rugby and home 
Tests for the Wallabies and 
other Sanzaar nations – will be 
behind a paywall on Stan. 

However, one Super rugby 
Au match and the compe-
tition’s finals series will be 
available free-to-air on nine, 

potentially bringing in a large 
new audience to a sport that 
has suffered dwindling viewer 
numbers in recent years.

nine said the package’s 
headline figure of A$100 mil-
lion included both “cash and 
contra”, which is believed to 
include free advertising for 
the sport.

It did not give a breakdown 
of how much cash rA will re-
ceive.

The deal ends rA’s 25-year 
association with Foxtel, the 
pay-Tv operator majority-
owned by rupert murdoch’s 
news Corp that helped usher 
the game into the professional 
era.

“We have enjoyed great highs 
over our 25-year partnership 
and would not be in the posi-
tion we are today without their 
support,” rA interim Ceo rob 
Clarke said. afp

Former nHL champion 
meeker dies at age 97

Cash-strapped rugby Australia signs 
Tv broadcast deal to the tune of $73m

Rugby Australia announced a broadcast deal with Nine Entertainment 
Monday that will ‘reboot the game at every level’. afp

Allen shines as buffalo outduels 
Seahawks, Chiefs survive scare
QuArTerbACk Josh 

Allen guided the of-
fence by throwing for 
three touchdowns 

and buffalo’s sturdy defence 
forced four turnovers as the 
bills handed the Seattle Sea-
hawks their second loss in 
three games with a 44-34 win 
on Sunday.

Allen finished with a whop-
ping 415 passing yards and 
added a rushing touchdown to 
outduel Seattle’s star quarter-
back russell Wilson in the clash 
between nFL division leaders.

Wilson completed 28 of 41 
passes for 390 yards but he 
had two interceptions for the 
Seahawks, who fell to 6-2 in 
the nFC West. He also gave 
up two second-half fumbles 
while being sacked as the Sea-
hawks attempted to rally from 
a 24-10 deficit at the half.

The bills got superb receiv-
ing performances from Stefon 
Diggs and John brown to im-
prove to 7-2 in the AFC east.

“We are capable of doing 
whatever we want to do. We 
have all of the pieces here, and 
we just have to continue to 
do things right on and off the 
field,” said bills team captain 
Dion Dawkins.

Dk metcalf had a team-high 
seven catches for 108 yards for 
the Seahawks, who pulled with-
in 27-20 late in the third quarter.

but rookie Zack moss had a 
one-yard touchdown run and 
Allen scored on a three-yard 

romp to give the bills 41-20 
lead.

elsewhere, quarterback Pat-
rick mahomes passed for four 
touchdowns and 372 yards 
as the Super bowl champion 
Chiefs won their fourth con-
secutive game by edging the 

Carolina Panthers 33-31 in 
kansas City.

Tight end Travis kelce, who 
is one of mahomes’s favourite 
targets, grabbed 10 passes for 
159 yards for the AFC West-
leading Chiefs (8-1).

The Chiefs got off to a slow 

start and didn’t take the lead 
until 4:42 of the third quarter 
when Clyde edwards-Helaire 
snagged a four yard touch-
down pass from mahomes.

mahomes completed 30 of 45 
passing attempts and teamed 
up with receiver Tyreek Hill 

for two fourth-quarter touch-
downs. Hill finished with nine 
grabs for 113 yards.

running back Christian mc-
Caffrey, who missed the previ-
ous six games with an ankle 
injury, helped Carolina score 
touchdowns on its first two pos-

sessions. The Panthers led 14-3 
early in the second quarter.

In Indianapolis, reigning 
league mvP Lamar Jackson re-
bounded from a sub-par game 
last week to gain 228 yards of 
total offence as the baltimore 
ravens handed Indianapolis 
their first loss at home this 
season with a 24-10 win.

Quarterback Jackson had a 
rushing touchdown and Gus 
edwards ran for another score 
as the ravens improved to 6-2 
on the season.

Jackson makes history 
Jackson grabbed a slice of 

history as he equalled the best 
30-start mark of the nFL’s Su-
per bowl era.

He is 25-5 since becoming the 
ravens’ starter, tying retired Dan 
marino of the miami Dolphins 
for the best start by a quarter-
back since the mid-1960s.

“It’s pretty cool, I’m up there 
with a Hall of Famer,” Jackson 
said. “but you still got to win 
each and every game. So, it’s 
all right.”

baltimore outscored India-
napolis 17-0 in the opening half 
en route to becoming the first 
team to defeat the Colts at Lu-
cas oil Stadium this season.

Justin Tucker who capped 
the scoring with a 48-yard 
field goal with just over two 
minutes remaining.

Jackson bounced back from 
a four-turnover game against 
Pittsburgh last week. afp

The Bills handed the Seattle Seahawks their second loss in three games with a 44-34 win on Sunday. afp
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Kane joins 150 club as man City, 
Liverpool squander opportunities
K

evin De bruyne 
missed a penalty 
as manchester City 
squandered the 

chance to close the gap on 
Liverpool on Sunday while 
Tottenham’s Harry Kane cel-
ebrated joining the Premier 
League’s 150 club.

A win at the etihad would 
have taken the reds to the 
summit but the battle between 
the two dominant powers of 
recent seasons ended 1-1.

That meant Leicester clung 
onto top spot after leapfrog-
ging Spurs, who beat West 
brom 1-0, after a 1-0 win of 
their own at home to Wolves.

in the late evening kick-off, 
Aston villa hammered Arsenal 
3-0, condemning mikel Arte-
ta’s men to their fourth defeat 
in six league games.

Jurgen Klopp’s champions 
made an aggressive start against 
City, with Sadio mane, mo-
hamed Salah, roberto Firmino 
and Diogo Jota all in a fearsome-
looking starting line-up.

The visitors went ahead in 
the 13th minute when Salah 
converted a penalty after Kyle 
Walker clipped mane in the 
box but City drew level just af-
ter the half-hour mark through 
Gabriel Jesus.

The home side were awarded 
a penalty themselves just before 
the interval after a vAr check 
but De bruyne skewed wide. 

The draw left Liverpool in 
third place on 17 points after 
eight games, one point behind 
Leicester and five clear of City, 
who have a game in hand.

Klopp and City boss Pep 

Guardiola united to push the 
case for five substitutes, the 
number allowed at the end 
of last season before a switch 
back to a maximum of three.

“We speak about how we 
have to fight again and again 
about five substitutions,” said 
Guardiola when asked about 
the subject of his post-match 
conversation with Klopp.

“All around the world there 
is five substitutions. Here we 
believe we are a special league 
with just three players, we 
don’t protect the players.”

Klopp, who lost Trent Al-
exander-Arnold to an injury, 
accused Premier League Ceo 
richard masters of a “lack of 
leadership” over the matter. 
“it’s not an advantage, it’s a 
necessity,” added the Liver-
pool boss.

Kane hits 150 mark 
earlier, Kane headed in a 

late winner in a 1-0 victory 
against struggling West brom 
to briefly lift Jose mourinho’s 
side to the top of the table 
after their fourth win in five 
league games.

only Alan Shearer and Ser-
gio Aguero have scored 150 
Premier League goals in fewer 
appearances than Kane, who 
reached the landmark in his 
218th match.

mourinho was effusive in 
his praise for his star striker, 
who also has 10 assists in all 
competitions this season.

“Harry Kane, you have to say 
has this many goals, this many 
assists, this number of balls re-
covered, this number of duels 

won, this number of balls that 
he saved his team in a defen-
sive set-piece,” he said.

“This is Harry Kane. it’s goals 
plus this and this and this and 
that.”

but Spurs’ stay at the top of 
the Premier League was short-
lived as Jamie vardy netted his 
eighth Premier League goal of 
the season for Leicester.

vardy scored the decisive 
goal from the penalty spot in 

the 15th minute – following 
a vAr check – after Wolves’ 
max Kilman handled Dennis 
Praet’s cross in the area.

He missed another spot kick 
late in the first half but bren-
dan rodgers’ team held on to 
take all three points.

“We couldn’t have asked for 
a better start,” said rodgers, 
whose side travel to Liverpool 
after the international break.

“i have always said failure is 

learning and if anyone says us 
not getting into the Champions 
League last season was failing 
then, oK. For us it was about 
learning and developing.”

Aston villa, who climbed 
to sixth place after their win 
against Arsenal, went ahead 
at the emirates when bukayo 
Saka turned into his own net.

Two goals from ollie Wat-
kins in the second half put the 
game beyond Arsenal, leaving 

Arteta disappointed with his 
team’s showing.

“We performed below our 
standards and i have to say it’s 
the first time i’ve seen us play 
and we weren’t a team,” he 
told the bbC.

“i take full responsibility. We 
didn’t start well, we got away 
with vAr for an offside situa-
tion but we lost all the races, 
the duels and we were sloppy 
on the ball.” afp

‘Gladiator’ skippers begin ultimate test in vendee Globe
briTAin’S Alex Thomson said the 33 
skippers who started the ninth edition 
of the vendee Globe race on Sunday 
would feel like “gladiators” as they slid 
out of the channel at Les Sables-
d’olonne and on to the high seas. 

The approximately 24,296 nautical 
miles solo non-stop round-the-world 
race got underway an hour late when, 
instead of the perfect weather condi-
tions that had been predicted, fog 
descended in a matter of minutes that 
left officials unable to see from one 
end to the other of the 2km long start 
line.

Due to the coronavirus, the start 
took place without the hundreds of 
thousands of enthusiasts who gath-
ered waterside four years ago to see 
the race off in a carnival atmosphere, 
with the mist and silence making for 
an eery spectacle on the Atlantic 
coast. 

but Thomson, who came third in 
2012 and second four years ago, was 
excited to finally be heading out 
again.

“You feel like a gladiator when you 
go down this channel,” he said. “i feel 

sorry for competitors who have never 
experienced this before,” said Thom-
son whose 18m boat Hugo boss is one 
of the pre-race favourites. 

The stress levels have been increased 
this year in the build-up to the start 
by the need for all of the skippers to 
take a late coronavirus test which 
could have seen them prevented from 
starting. 

isabelle Joschke, one of six women 
on the start line, said it was like “the 
sword of Damocles”. 

Thomson said he had taken around 
20 tests in total.

“When we were able to sail again 
after confinement, we adopted a very 
strict policy regarding our way of 
operating, not just for me but for the 
team too,” he said.

Last glass of wine’ 
“it was hard for the members of the 

team and their families.”
Fortunately all 33 skippers tested 

negative and were given the green 
light on Saturday to start the race.

However, the initial forecast that 
promised a start in glorious condi-

tions fell wide of the mark for the com-
petitors in a record field.

race meteorologist Christian 
Dumard had predicted “a south-east-
erly wind . . . with 12 to 15 knots of 
wind more or less south-easterly”.

He added: “The situation will get a 
little trickier in the evening since the 
first competitors will meet a depres-
sion which is off the coast of ireland 
in the second part of the night.”

even though this race will not end 
until late January, there was the same 
excitement and nerve-jangling for the 
skippers as at the start of any great 
sporting challenge.

“These are very intense moments, 
the heart rate is up, we have a lot of 
adrenaline,” said French skipper 
Charlie Dalin.

“The moment when you go from 
being surrounded by your team to all 
alone on board is quite special. 

“When you see them jump into the 
water one by one, you feel that it 
becomes more and more what it is all 
about. Suddenly, it’s silence, you can’t 
talk to anyone anymore. 

“You just hear the sound of the sails, 

the sound of the wind and the count-
down of the stopwatch before the 
start.”

britain’s Samantha Davies made the 
most of her last few hours on shore.

“i took advantage of routine,” said 
the 46-year-old.

“i had a last glass of wine, a last show-
er with hot water, and the last time i was 
in a bed that does not move!” afp

Machester City (in blue) blew its chance to close the gap on Liverpool. afp

The start of the Vendee Globe on Sunday saw 33 skippers set out on the solo around 
the world race. afp
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