
DEMOCRAT Joe Biden urged 
unity on Saturday and prom-
ised “a new day for America” 
in his first national address 
since he won the tense US 
election and ended the his-
torically turbulent and divi-
sive era of Donald Trump.

After jogging onto the out-
door stage to the sounds of 
Bruce Springsteen in his 
hometown of Wilmington, 
Delaware, Biden delivered a 

message of hope and healing 
to a crowd of cheering sup-
porters and tens of millions 
more on television.

The victory speech followed a 
desperately bitter election con-
ducted in the midst of a raging 
coronavirus pandemic. But 
instead of sounding trium-
phant, Biden’s accent was more 
on changing hearts in a country 
split down the middle between 
Democrats and Republicans.

Promising “not to divide but 
unify”, Biden reached out 
directly to Trump supporters, 
declaring “they’re not our 
enemies, they’re Americans”.

“Let’s give each other a 
chance,” he said, urging the 
country to “lower the tem-
perature”.

“Let this grim era of demon-
isation in America begin to 
end, here and now.” 

Casting his eye further, 

Biden said he would “make 
America respected around 
the world again” – a reference 
to Trump’s tearing up of tradi-
tional diplomatic ties.

“Tonight, the whole world is 
watching America and I believe 
that at our best America is a 
beacon for the globe,” he said.

Addressing the Covid-19 
pandemic, which has killed 
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PM: Covid 
situation in 
Cambodia 
‘alarming’
Mom Kunthear

P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen announced that 
the Kingdom is at high 
risk of a Covid-19 out-

break and described the situ-
ation as alarming.

The prime minister said 
however that he would not 
declare a state of emergency, 
and called on the people to 
constantly adhere to health 
safety measures.

Hun Sen made the warning 
in a voice message sent out to 
the public on Saturday after a 
Cambodian bodyguard who 
safeguarded Hungarian Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
Peter Szijjarto tested positive 
for Covid-19 on November 7. 

He said those who had direct 
contact with Szijjarto, espe-
cially through handshakes, 
have to quarantine.

“I won’t declare a state of 
emergency, either partly or for 
the whole country. And I won’t 
prevent travel by those who 
are not involved. But I request 
everyone take the utmost care 

in this uncertainty by wearing 
a mask and keeping social dis-
tance as instructed by the Min-
istry of Health.

“I regard this matter as a 
severe problem for Phnom 
Penh and I ask the Phnom 
Penh authority, the health sec-
tor, ministries, institutions 
and media covering Szijjarto 
to quarantine their staff. If not, 
the risk is very high for our 
country,” Hun Sen said.

He called on them protect 
themselves and others while 
waiting on the result of their 
Covid-19 tests for two weeks.

“I hope we will win in this dif-
ficult situation which requires 
us to take necessary action 
without fail. Although I am in 
quarantine, I still follow the 
situation and lead the com-
mand on the matter. But I need 
cooperation from those who 
are directly involved,” he said.

Following the prime minis-
ter’s call, the health ministry 
and the Phnom Penh Munici-
pal Hall decided to rent Sokha

Biden urges unity in victory 
speech after beating Trump

us president-elect Joe biden and Vice-president-elect Kamala Harris after being declared the winners of the presidential election. afp
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The Queen Mother and Chinese President Xi Jinping. supplied

Continued from page 1

Phnom Penh Hotel & Residence 
in the capital’s Chroy Changvar 
district as a quarantine shelter 
for those who are unable to ful-
fil quarantine by themselves at 
home or their workplace.

In a joint press release on Sat-
urday, the ministry and munic-
ipal hall said those who had 
direct and indirect contact with 
Szijjarto must enforce quaran-
tine for 14 days at the hotel.

In another press release on 
Sunday, the ministry ordered 
temporary closures of KTV, 
nightclubs, cinemas, and 
museums across the country.

Late on Sunday, Minister of 

Education, Youth and Sports 
Hang Chuon Naron announced 
that both state and private 
schools in Phnom Penh and 
Kandal province will be closed 
for two weeks to prevent the 
spread of Covid-19. 

Naron said the closures are 
due to a lack of information and 
cooperation from parents and 
guardians who were in direct 
and indirect contact with the 
Hungarian delegation. 

Naron said there were 900 
parents and caretakers of stu-
dents who had direct and indi-
rect contact with the Hungar-
ian delegation.

He also ordered a temporary 
halt to all sport activities at the 

Olympic Stadium in Phnom 
Penh until further notice. 

Prime Minister Hun Sen also 
shared his personal quarantine 
experience, including reducing 
time in the workplace and 
using just his bedroom and 
dining room. He said he did not 
sit on couch and used clothes 
to cover his hands when open-
ing a door. He only uses two 
pens. He said all documents 
brought to him and sent back 
from him must be sprayed with 
antiseptic. All workers at his 
house must wear gloves. 

“I would like to call for quar-
antine. Ministers whose staff 
must undergo quarantine have 
to instruct them to correctly 

apply quarantine measure like 
what I am doing now. If we fail, 
it will break out into an uncer-
tain situation. We must be cau-
tious,” he said.

As of November 8, Cambodia 
had reported 295 cases with 
288 (97.6 per cent) treated and 
discharged from hospitals. 
Seven people are currently 
being treated at the Khmer-
Soviet Friendship hospital, 
including four Cambodians, a 
French woman, one Pakistani 
and one Indian.

The health ministry said 892 
people were found to have 
come in contact with the Hun-
garian delegation. They will be 
tested three more times.
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Orm Bunthoeurn

QUEEN Mother Norodom 
Monineath Sihanouk on No-
vember 6 received the “Friend-
ship of the People’s Republic 
of China” medal from Chinese 
President Xi Jinping at the Great 
Hall of the People in beijing.

Honouring the achieve-
ment, King Norodom Si-
hamoni sent a congratulatory 
letter to the Queen Mother.

“Her Majesty, the highest 
revered Queen of the Khmer 
nation, has great merits for 
accompanying the former 
King Father in promoting the 
Cambodia-China friendship,” 
the King wrote.

Prime Minister Hun Sen also 
wrote a letter dated November 
6 to the Queen Mother, saying 
she was worthy of the medal.

“The Queen Mother re-
ceived a special medal from 
His Excellency the president 
of the People’s Republic of 
China. The Queen Mother 
has paved the way for Cam-
bodians to follow the path of 
happiness, peace and eter-
nity,” he wrote.

Kin Phea, the director of the 
Royal Academy of Cambodia’s 
International Relations Insti-
tute, said the role of the Khmer 
monarchy in Cambodia-China 
relations is very important. 

“The Khmer monarchy seems 
to be an important symbol for 
the relationship between the 
two countries. The awarding of 

this medal shows the respect 
and gratitude China has for the 
Queen Mother, who has always 
contributed to the improve-
ment of relations between the 
two nations,” he said.

Phea said the relationship 
between Cambodia and Chi-
na centres around four areas 
– political cooperation, trade 
relations, cultural factors and 
relationships between indi-
viduals and leaders.

Transparency International 
Cambodia executive direc-
tor Pech Pisey said the pre-
sentation of the medal to the 
Queen Mother represents a 
strengthening of the long-
term friendship between the 
Sino-Cambodian relations. 

“We know that Cambodia has 
a long-standing relationship 
with China, and the role of the 
King is an important one that 
is not politically motivated. He 
plays the role of the head of 
state and representative of the 
national spirit,” he said.

Pisey said he wanted the 
royal family, including the 
King and the Queen Mother, 
to use their influence to pro-
mote equal relations with 
other countries.

“Do not think that we are bi-
ased towards China. Strength-
ening the relationship between 
Cambodia and all countries is 
necessary and the King and 
Queen Mother should play a 
role in strengthening this rela-
tionship,” he said.

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

MINISTER of Interior Sar 
Kheng delivered more than 
1,000 tonnes of rice seeds to 
10,210 families in battam-
bang province on Sunday as 
part of an effort to restore 
the agricultural sector in the 
wake of recent flooding.

Sar Kheng said during his 
visit the delivery is part of the 
government’s response to the 
flood crisis. 

“During the floods, we evacu-
ated people from flooded areas. 
The next steps are fixing infra-
structure like roads and helping 
people grow crops,” he said. 

Each family received 100kg 
of rice seeds for planting. Sar 
Kheng encouraged local offi-
cials to offer additional assis-
tance like ploughing rice fields 
to accelerate rice and crop pro-
duction as quickly as possible. 

Prime Minister Hun Sen 
originally planned to de-
liver the seeds but is under 
quarantine for 14 days after 
meeting Hungarian Minister 

of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
Peter Szijjarto, who visited 
Cambodia last week. Szijjarto 
tested positive for Covid-19 in 
the Thai capital bangkok after 
his visit to Cambodia. 

His eldest son Hun Manet, 
who is the deputy head of the 
Royal Cambodian Armed Forc-

es (RCAF), delivered rice seeds 
to 17,000 farmer families in Pur-
sat on his behalf on Saturday. 

“Samdech [Hun Sen] consid-
ers bringing food and rice seeds 
to people as compulsory work 
that cannot be delayed because 
it is the benefits the daily lives 
of people,” Manet said.

He said in the first stage of 
the flood, the prime minis-
ter ordered the armed forces 
to rescue people and protect 
their properties.

besides handing out 100kg 
of rice seeds to each fam-
ily for replanting, the govern-
ment also assisted poor and 
vulnerable people, with each 
family receiving 25kg of rice, 
one box of noodles, a box of 
fish sauce, a box of soy sauce 
and 50,000 riel ($12). 

According to a report from 
the National Committee for 
Disaster Management, floods 
damaged 287,961ha of rice 
crops and 97,029ha of other 
crops in 20 provinces. 

Roads were also damaged, 
including 627km of red peb-
ble roads and 1,685km of rural 
roads. Floods destroyed 49km 
of dams and 543km of canals. 

More than 150,000 families 
were directly impacted and 
44 people died.

banteay Meanchey, battam-
bang and Pursat provinces 
were most affected.

Queen Mother gets 
‘Friendship Medal’ 

Rice seed distributed to flooding victims

Khmer Rouge’s Ao An dies 
Niem Chheng

A
O AN, a former se-
nior Khmer Rouge 
official and suspect 
in Case 004/2 of the 

Extraordinary Chambers 
in the Courts of Cambodia 
(ECCC), died at the age of 87 
in battambang province, ac-
cording to ECCC spokesper-
son Neth Pheaktra.

Pheaktra said Case 004/2 
against An officially closed 
before the ECCC – commonly 
known as Khmer Rouge Tri-
bunal – on August 10. 

An was initially charged by the 
ECCC’s international co-pros-
ecutors for genocide against 
the Cham people in Kampong 
Cham province, crimes against 
humanity, and violations of the 
1956 Penal Code, namely pre-
meditated homicide. 

An was believed to be the 
secretary of Sector 41, also 
known as the Khmer Rouge’s 
Central Zone. He was also 
suspected of being a member 
of the Central Zone Commit-
tee and the deputy-secretary 
of the Central Zone from late 
1977 to January 1979. 

His case was controversial 
as the national co-investi-

gating judge argued that An 
did not fall under the ECCC’s 
jurisdiction. They claimed 
An could not be considered 
one of the most responsible 
people for the atrocities 
committed or one of the top 
leaders of the Khmer Rouge 
and filed an appeal against 
the international co-investi-
gating judge’s charges.

but the international co-
investigating judge main-
tained that An did indeed fall 
under the ECCC’s jurisdiction 

as well as one of the people 
most responsible for commit-
ting atrocities. 

Although the international 
co-investigating judge said 
they had sufficient evidence 
to prove their claims, Pheak-
tra said the case against An 
halted without a conviction 
anyway. 

He said: “The Supreme 
Court Chamber had con-
sidered that although there 
was agreement concerning 
the number of victims in the 

Central Zone of Democratic 
Kampuchea, there was no 
agreement after 13 years of 
investigation about whether 
Ao An fell under the jurisdic-
tion of the ECCC.”

Lor Chunthy, one of the Civil 
Party co-lawyers at the ECCC, 
said as per procedure, a case 
ends when the court halts 
proceedings without any ob-
jection from prosecutors. 

Youk Chhang, director of 
the Documentation Cen-
tre of Cambodia (DC-Cam), 
said An’s death should bring 
people together as Cambo-
dia continues its journey to 
uphold the principles of hu-
man rights and prevent mass 
atrocities from returning.

“It is the responsibility of 
everyone, both the govern-
ment and citizens,” he said.

In early September las, Ka-
ing Guek Eav, alias Duch, the 
former chief of the notorious 
Khmer Rouge S-21 Tuol Sleng 
security centre, died at 78. 
He was the first person to be 
convicted by the ECCC. Khieu 
Samphan is the last remain-
ing former member of the 
Khmer Rouge to be convicted 
by the ECCC and serving time 
in its detention facility.

Ao An, a former senior Khmer Rouge official and criminal suspect died 
at 87 in Battambang. dara Vanthan dccam 

More than 1,000 tonnes of rice seeds were given to 10,210 families in 
Battambang province on Sunday. hun manet facebook page

Minister: Schools to be closed for two weeks
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Mom Kunthear

THe government has issued 
a decision allowing certain 
ministries and institutions to 
recruit 6,106 new civil servants 
for 2021. Two per cent of the 
new hires need to be reserved 
for candidates with disabilities 
and between 20 and 50 per 
cent of the new government 
employees need to be women.

In a letter dated november 
4, minister of Civil Service 
Prum Sokha said ministries 
and institutions that already 
recruited staff before recruit-
ment was suspended in 2020 
could not take part in the 
2021 recruitment surge.

In April this year, the civil ser-
vice ministry announced a tem-
porary recruitment suspension 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic.

“Three ministries and in-
stitution – the ministries of 
Land management, Urban 
Planning and Construction; 
Foreign Affairs and Interna-
tional Cooperation; and the 
royal Academy of Cambodia 
under the office of the Coun-

cil of ministers – have already 
implemented the selection 
process, so they cannot select 
new officials in 2021.

“ other ministries and institu-
tions must only implement [re-
cruitment] plans that were sus-
pended in 2020,” the letter said. 

Sokha said recruitment can 
start from January 2021 and 
must follow ministry of Health 
guidelines to fight Covid-19.

He said leaders of minis-
tries and institutions need to 
request civil service ministry 
officials to participate in the 
examination process before 
setting up a committee to 
organise the examination so 
that the ministry can cooper-
ate from the first stage.

Those eligible to recruit 
new staff are the ministry of 
education, Youth and Sport 
(3,600); the health ministry 
(1,300); the ministry of Jus-
tice (178); the ministry of 
Interior (170); the ministry 
of Public Works and Trans-
port (133); and the ministry 
of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries (133). 

Nov Sivutha

mInISTer of Interior Sar 
Kheng has given the green 
light to open a police shooting 
range in Kampot province. 

built on 7ha in Kampot town’s 
Andong Khmer commune, the 
bokor Shooting Club is located 
on land belonging to the pro-
vincial police. 

In a letter, Sar Kheng said: 
“The Kampot provincial police 
need to organise a proper loca-
tion and follow proper techni-
cal standards. It needs to create 
a team to check the technical 
training involved with real 
shooting and ensure that there 
is property security and man-
agement on the ground. 

“Through the national Po-
lice, the Kampot provincial 
police have to report to the in-
terior ministry about the oper-
ation of range once every three 
months,” the letter stated. 

Provincial police chief mao 
Chanmathurith said the fa-
cility is created for forces in 
the province to train, espe-
cially special intervention 
forces. A specific place for 
training, he said, is needed 
to enhance their skills. 

“The military and military 

Police forces have their own 
places to train. This is a first 
for the Kampot provincial po-
lice. Construction started in 
march and the construction 
is 40 per cent complete. 

“Creating this training 
ground is significant. In vari-
ous countries like the US, there 
is regular training to enhance 
the skills of specialised forces 
and officers in the use of all 
types of weapons,” he said. 

The Kampot provincial po-
lice office numbers around 
1,700 officers, 100 of whom are 
from special intervention unit. 
District and commune police 
can also train at the site, while 
military and military Police 
forces need prior permission if 
they want to use the facility. 

ministry of Interior spokes-
man Khieu Sopheak could 
not be reached for comment 
on Sunday. 

national Police spokesman 
Chhay Kim Khoeun said he 
had not received news about 
the training ground in Kam-
pot, but he said it is normal 
to have such facilities in dif-
ferent places. 

“We permit the creation of 
shooting ranges. They exist in 
all [countries],” he said.

ministries to select 
fresh recruits in 2021

Sar Kheng approves 
first shooting range 
for Kampot police

nutrilatt, parents will head 
to court over formula effects

Japan offers $230m in Covid materials

Voun Dara

T
He ministry of Com-
merce’s General De-
partment of Consumer 
Protection, Competi-

tion and Fraud repression will 
send a case involving the par-
ents of 24 infants who were al-
legedly affected by consuming 
the milk powder products of 
nutrilatt master Lm Co, Ltd to 
court on november 14. 

The two parties failed to 
settle out of court after the de-
partment gave them a month 
to negotiate a compensation 
package.

The general department’s 
director-general Phan oun 
told The Post that the negoti-
ation started from october 6. 

“In this case, we facilitated 
the process of compensation 
negotiation in accordance with 
civil procedure in advance ... 
but there was too much of a dif-
ference between the demands 
of the plaintiffs and what the 
company was willing to pay. 

“now the procedure for set-
tling out of court is over, so 
we have to refer this case to 
court. but even if the parties 
agree on civil compensation, 
this is still treated as a crimi-
nal case,” he said.

Chan Phalkun, the mother of 
an infant affected by nutrilatt’s 
products, said the company did 
not contact a majority of the 24 
families filing the lawsuit. 

“The company contacted 
two families, one of whom 
sued for $70,000 and the other 

for more than $70,000. After 
the company talked with the 
two families, it stopped ne-
gotiating with other parents. 
The firm argues that it can no 
longer negotiate with the par-
ents and they can only provide 
$1,000 per family,” she said. 

Phalkun said the $1,000 of-
fer was unacceptable. nutri-
latt, she said, had argued that 
it had settled with other par-
ents not listed in the lawsuit 
for only between $500 and 
$1,000 in compensation. 

“The weight of infants and 

the sicknesses they contract-
ed after consuming the milk 
powder are different so the 
company must consider each 
case. The $1,000 offer is too 
small a sum,” she said.

Six batch numbers – 487, 
488, 536, 537, 538, 539 – of 
the product were believed to 
cause anaemia and iron defi-
ciencies in infants.

After receiving the families’ 
complaints on August 26, the 
department presented the 
results of an analysis of the 
product, which showed lower 

than advertised iron content. 
The milk powder was tested 
by independent and interna-
tionally accredited laboratory 
eurofins Food Testing Singa-
pore PTe Ltd. The iron levels 
were also lower than the Co-
dex International Standard.

nutrilatt could not be 
reached for comment on no-
vember 8. 

on September 16, the com-
pany issued a public apology, 
saying it was also a victim be-
cause of a lack of quality con-
trol resources.

Soth Koemsoeun

THe Japanese government has 
provided grants and conces-
sional loans to Cambodia 
totalling nearly $230 million to 
purchase security vehicles for 
major events and to help pre-
vent the spread of Covid-19.

In a november 6 press re-
lease, the Japanese embassy 
said the financing was in re-
sponse to a request from the 
Cambodian government. Ja-
pan decided to extend its oDA 
Grant Aid to 300 million yen 
($2.9 million), and its conces-
sional loan to 25 billion yen. 

According to the press re-
lease, the Grant Aid for the 
“economic and Social De-
velopment Programme” pro-
vides funds for the ministry of 
Interior’s national Police and 
the General Department of 
Immigration for the procure-
ment of equipment. 

“This cooperation aims to 
strengthen the capacity of 
those institutions by providing 
equipment. The equipment 
will include vehicles for secu-
rity use, such as the guarding 
of important persons, and X-
ray inspection machines for 
use at borders. It is expected 
this equipment will help en-
sure that large-scale events, 
such as upcoming interna-
tional conferences, will be 
held safely and run smoothly.

“The emergency support 

loan is intended to help curb 
the spread of the novel coro-
navirus, maintain and activate 
economic and social activities 
that will help to protect the 
economy, and preserve social 
protection. This concessional 
loan is in addition to the grant 
of more than ¥5 billion for the 
rehabilitation of Siem reap 
[Provincial] referral Hospital, 
medical equipment across the 
country, and technical assis-
tance,” it said.

The press release was is-
sued after an official signing 
ceremony between minister 
of Foreign Affairs and Inter-
national Cooperation Prak 
Sokhonn and Japanese am-
bassador mikami masahiro.

national Police spokesman 

Chhay Kim Khoeun said the 
Japanese government would 
provide equipment such as 
security vehicles and convoys 
to protect delegates at large-
scale events as well as inter-
national conferences ahead.

“I do not remember the exact 
amount of equipment, but about 
20 cars. All the materials and ve-
hicles will arrive in Cambodia in 
the middle of 2021,” he said.

Kim Khoeun said the equip-
ment and vehicles will make 
up for the shortage of the na-
tional Police forces before na-
tional holidays, international 
conferences and the summit 
that Cambodia will host.

ministry of Health spokes-
woman or vandine said on 
Sunday the ministry of Health 

has good cooperation with Ja-
pan, which has helped build 
health infrastructure in Phnom 
Penh and provinces such as bat-
tambang, banteay meanchey, 
Kampong Cham, Svay rieng 
and Preah Sihanouk.

“In recent years, the ministry 
has asked Japan through the 
Japanese International Coop-
eration Agency (Jica) to help 
repair and rebuild the Siem 
reap referral Hospital. Japan’s 
decision will improve the ca-
pacity of hospitals to better 
meet the needs of the general 
population,” she said.

vandine said there are now 
more patients there than 
the number of beds and the 
building itself is dilapidated. 
Siem reap referral Hospital is 
also active in providing medi-
cal examinations and treat-
ment services to the people, 
especially the examination 
and treatment of Covid-19 as 
well as the testing of Covid-19 
with high efficiency and re-
sponsibility, she said.

Siem reap provincial health 
department director Kros 
Sarath said the health sector 
gains benefits from the Japa-
nese grant, including medical 
materials and facilities.

“I have made this request 
for many years. The money 
will help improve the health 
sector in Siem reap a lot be-
cause we get building and 
medical material,” he said. 

The company failed to reach agreements with the families of 24 infants who were allegedly affected after 
consuming the mislabled baby milk powder. CCf

Japanese Ambassador Mikami Masahiro says the aid will provide 
needed emergency and health equipment. Japanese embassy

The shooting range and gun training centre will be built on 7ha of land 
in Kampot. kampot provinCial poliCe



Cambodia and 
Laos hold joint 
security meet 
on the border

The Cambodia-Laos border secu-
rity cooperation committee held 
a video conference last week 

on security cooperation and crime 
suppression along the border. The 
conference was hosted by the Royal 
Cambodian Armed Forces (RCAF).

RCAF deputy commander Ith Sarath 
said on Sunday he led the Cambodian 
delegation while the Lao side was led 
by the Lao People’s Army deputy chief 
of staff Chanthong Soneta-ath.

Sarath said the meeting was very 
important for the two parties to con-
tinue to discuss ways to strengthen 
and expand cooperation and maintain 
security and order along the border 
between the two countries for better 
stability and security. This includes 
tackling cross-border crimes.

“We are neighbours, so we have 
to have good relations with each 
other. This meeting is our annual 
meeting to allow both parties to 
get to know each other. We mainly 
discuss crime prevention along the 
Cambodia-Laos border.

“If there’s any suspected crime, the 
Laos side will report it to Cambodia, 
and Cambodia will also report to Laos. 
Both parties are quick to act,” he said.

Sarath said Chanthong agreed with 
the content of the meeting. Cambodia 
believes both sides will implement 
the recommendations of the two 
countries’ leaders.

Chanthong requested in the meeting 
the Cambodian side continue to meet 
and discuss at the set time every year 
and to jointly resolve all issues that 
may eventually arise. Soth KoemSoeun
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banteay Srei homes get solar lights 
Voun Dara

e
Leven of the 36 villages in 
Siem reap province’s ban-
teay Srei district have re-
cently been equipped with 

about 3,000 solar lights. They were 
installed as part of the “one House, 
one Light” campaign, which began 
in December last year. 

District governor Khim Finan said 
he is committed to installing lights 
in all villages by 2021, which would 
include about 10,000 houses. 

Finan told The Post on november 
3 that the small solar lights are in-
stalled on the front of houses and 
automatically turn on after sunset.

“The main benefit of the light isn’t its 
appearance although they look attrac-
tive. Improving village safety and re-
ducing traffic accidents at night are the 
real goals of this campaign,” he said.  

“villagers in the past used to tell me 
about their experience during the ‘one 
House, one Light’ campaign. now 
there are fewer dogs barking in the 
village, no more thieves and no more 
stealing chickens or ducks. Small chil-
dren coming back from school at night 
have an easier time because there is a 
light on every house,” he said. 

The lights are funded by donors and 
fundraising events and villagers do-
nated light stands as well, Finan said. 

“There are 24 more villages that 
this mechanism does not reach. We 
will strive to finish this mechanism 
by the end of 2021,” he said. 

He said the rollout of the lights has 
been slower than expected because the 
Solidarity buddhist Fundraising Cer-
emony was cancelled due to Covid-19. 

“The district administration contin-
ues to accept funds voluntarily which 

can enable this project to continue its 
sustainability. We chose to be late a 
bit, but we will not give up. As district 
governor, I commit to further put forth 
my effort to install lights in all houses 
in banteay Srei district,” he said. 

Preah Dak village chief Loek vun said 
his village was the first to receive the so-
lar lights, noting that 562 houses in the 
village are now equipped with them. 

“After the instalment, people are ex-
tremely delighted because there are 

bright lights on the road of all houses 
in the village. before, we were always 
concerned about safety while travelling 
at night because of dogs or anonymous 
people. It is convenient to travel at night 
now. We are not concerned like before 
because lights can brighten the entire 
night till the morning,” vun said. 

em Sophana, a resident of Kam-
pong Speu province, said he wants 
authorities in various provinces in 
Cambodia to develop villages with 

banteay Srei district as a model. 
“If my village has a good district 

governor and development like ban-
teay Srei district, people will surely 
be very happy,” he said. 

on november 23, minister of en-
vironment Say Sam Al declared ban-
teay Srei a model district for 2020. It 
received an admiration certificate 
of environmental Peace in the pro-
gramme “encourage environmental 
Peace in 2020”.

Solar lights set up in front of each house improve village safety and reduce traffic accidents at night. Khim Finan FacebooK
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USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,074 1.3073 6.6216 103.39 4.1300 1.3476 30.59 0.7269 1.1854 1.3140

CHInA’S exports posted strong growth 
again last month, extending an upward 
trend on the back of a consumption 
rebound among its major trading part-
ners, official data showed on Saturday.

Inbound shipments, however, cooled 
after a surge in September – with ana-
lysts expecting that a drop in import 
prices weighed on headline numbers.

Although the coronavirus pandemic 
has battered countries worldwide, for-
eign trade in the world’s second-largest 
economy fared better than expected, 
buoyed by healthcare shipments.

exports rose 11.4 per cent year-on-year 
last month, customs data showed, better 
than the 8.9 per cent growth predicted by 
a bloomberg poll of economists.

This marks the fastest pace since 
march last year, supporting China’s eco-
nomic recovery after lockdowns this 
year to curb the spread of Covid-19.

Imports, meanwhile, grew 4.7 per 
cent, short of the 8.8 per cent year-
on-year rise expected.

The customs administration on 
Saturday said China’s exports of 
mechanical and electrical products 
rose in the first 10 months, as did 
outbound shipments of textiles 
including face masks, which rose 
around 35 per cent from a year ago.

Tommy Xie, head of Greater China 
research at oCbC bank, told AFP a 
key driver for october’s exports was 
shipments to the US, noting this 
could be due to “frontloading … par-
tially because of concerns over a fur-
ther escalation of tensions, and also 
ahead of the US elections”.

Sino-US ties have grown increas-
ingly strained in recent years, under 
US President Donald Trump.

Although imports were below expecta-
tions, Xie noted that shipments remained 
robust for iron ore and integrated circuits 
amid tensions with Australia – a key 
exporter of the commodity.

Iris Pang, InG chief economist for 
Greater China, added that a long 
holiday early last month could also 
have weighed on imports.

Capital economics cautioned in a 
report this week, however, that recent 
data pointed to a drop in new export 
orders in october, signalling that 
“foreign demand has started to soften 
following fresh lockdowns abroad”.

The resurgence of infections in key 
markets – including the US and 
europe – could hit overseas demand, 
while China has made a renewed 
push this year for local consumption 
to underpin growth.

“most measures suggest that 
domestic demand continued to 
strengthen and the infrastructure 
investment at the heart of the ongo-
ing stimulus is particularly import-
intensive,” said Capital economics.

meanwhile, China’s trade surplus 
with the US – the core gripe in Wash-
ington in the bruising trade war – 
rose around 19 per cent from last year 
to $31.4 billion last month.

This widened slightly from the 
$30.8 billion seen in the month 
before, marking one of the larger sur-
pluses this year according to Chinese 
figures. AFP

Gov’t mulls digital service tax on int’l tech firms
May Kunmakara

THe government is mulling over 
imposing a digital service tax on inter-
national tech companies, the ministry 
of Posts and Telecommunications said 
in a press release on Wednesday.

This aims to collect tax on such 
services provided by firms that gener-
ate revenue from Cambodians but 
are not registered in the Kingdom, 
the ministry said, listing netflix, 
Amazon, Alibaba, Facebook and 
Google as examples.

The issue was raised at a meeting 
held that day between minister Chea 
vandeth and Kong vibol, the director-
general of the ministry of economy 
and Finance’s General Department 
of Taxation (GDT).

vandeth said his ministry will con-
tinue to work with the GDT and the 
finance ministry to “ensure prompt 
tax obligations by digital services pro-
viders and telecoms operators”.

He said: “In this era, as Cambodia and 
other countries continue to adopt dig-
ital technologies to improve work effi-
ciency, the importance of critical infor-
mation infrastructure [CII] protection 
as a means to safeguard internet traffic 
and provide additional cybersecurity 
for the GDT’s existing IT [information 
technology] infrastructure.”

vibol voiced his support for the 
telecoms ministry’s plan to develop 
a “big Data hub” to share and inte-
grate information among govern-
ment institutions at the national and 
sub-national levels.

He said the telecoms ministry and 
the GDT plan to “implement bilateral 
information exchange, share telecoms 
operators’ revenue data from the Data 
management Centre [DmC], provide 
technical support in enforcing tax 
obligations using the upcoming 
national Internet Gateway [nIG].

“[They] will jointly draft regulations 
and build technical capability to tax 
digital advertisements and services,” 
vibol said.

In mid-october, the ministry of 
Commerce called on e-business own-
ers to apply for permits and licences 
to operate legally in Cambodia.

Cambodia’s e-commerce law came 
into force in november last year and 
aims to regulate electronic businesses 
based in the Kingdom and enable local 

small and medium-sized enterprises 
to integrate into value chains linked to 
domestic and international markets, 
the ministry said in a prakas.

e-commerce permits and licences 
are valid for two and three years, 
respectively, from the date of issu-
ance, the prakas said.

registered mobile SIm cards pro-
vided by the Kingdom’s six mobile 
operators – CellCard, metfone, Smart 
Axiata, qb, Seatel and CooTel – 
reached 21.63 million last year, up 
11.63 per cent compared to 2018.

Internet usage increased 18.47 per cent 
and fixed broadband internet subscrib-
ers grew to 224,104, a 46 per cent rise.

The number of registered Facebook 
accounts also increased by 29 per 
cent to 8.8 million last year.

Kingdom’s electricity demand retreats 
on Covid-induced economic shocks
May Kunmakara

e
LeCTrICITY demand in the 
Kingdom tumbled between 
10 and 12 per cent this year 
due to Covid-19-induced 

economic shocks in key sectors – 
above all in garment manufacturing 
– a senior ministry of mines and en-
ergy official told The Post on Friday.

victor Jona, the director-general of 
the ministry’s General Department 
of energy, said some 300 garment 
factories have filed for operational 
suspension since January citing 
business slowdown as Covid-19 
continues to paralyse regional and 
global economies.

“The onset of Covid-19 blemished 
this year as the first time in my tenure 
at the ministry to see a year-on-year 
drop in electricity demand,” he said, 
adding that demand typically grows 
between 15-20 per cent annually.

He pointed out that electricity 
consumption in the garment manu-
facturing sector accounts for more 
than 40 per cent of the total.

“electricity demand drops in con-
sonance with a decline in economic 
growth.

“many a garment factory either 
filed for operational suspension or 
shut down as orders dried up from 
our two largest markets – europe 
and the US took severe economic 
blows from the coronavirus, with 
buyers there cancelling or freezing 
orders from us,” Jona said.

Peak electricity demand has fall-
en to just 1,700mW this year from 
2,000mW last year, he said, noting 
that household consumption has 
largely remained stable.

In may, the government issued 
a plan to reduce electricity tariffs 
for companies in four key sectors 
– manufacturing, agriculture, com-
mercial and service, for five months 
starting from June to encourage 
them to continue working during 
the spread of Covid-19.

Companies powered by the state-
run electricity du Cambodge (edC), 
or private companies that purchase 

electricity from the edC, are to pay 
only for the electricity they consume.

electricity bills are expected to 
be reduced by 25 per cent based on 
previous averages from January to 
march of this year.

on october 13, the International 
monetary Fund (ImF) projected a 
2.8 per cent contraction in the Cam-
bodian economy this year, and a 
sharp rebound next year to 6.8 per 
cent growth.

And according to its october 21 
report, global growth has been re-
vised to minus 4.4 per cent this year 

and 5.2 per cent next year.
The Asia-Pacific is also starting a ten-

tative recovery, but at differing speeds 
for most countries, the ImF said.

economic activity in the region is 
expected to slide by 2.2 per cent this 
year, due to a sharper-than-expect-
ed downturn in key emerging mar-
kets, and then grow by 6.9 per cent 
next year, it added.

Jona voiced his optimism that im-
provement in the Covid-19 situation 
would lead other countries to re-
open their economies and winch up 
the Kingdom’s export figures.

“Demand will rebound as econom-
ic activities resume next year, particu-
larly in the garment sector,” he said.

Since the emergence of the pan-
demic, 69 factories suspended work 
and 130 companies closed their 
doors, leaving 70,000 workers out of 
jobs, ministry of Labour and voca-
tional Training statistics show.

Last year, Cambodia had 1,730 fac-
tories, of which 1,069 were for manu-
facturing garment, textile, footwear 
and travel goods, according to statis-
tics from the ministry of Industry, Sci-
ence, Technology and Innovation.

China exports 
remain strong, 
consumption 
sees rebound

The energy ministry’s Victor Jona says peak electricity demand has fallen to just 1,700MW this year from 2,000MW last year. HONG MENEA
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CPBank helping those in distress 
Cambodia Post Bank Plc (CPBank) joined the Post Flood Relief Campaign  
on Wednesday. CPBank CEO Toch Chaochek, deputy CEO Malay Kumer  
Paul and chief sales and distribution officer Sandy Chua Phak Ju  
expressed their support for the initiative to The Phnom Penh Post’s 
commercial manager Chap Narith.
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bILATerAL trade between 
Cambodia and Japan was to 
the tune of $1.54832 billion in 
the first nine months of this 
year, down from $1.67958 bil-
lion in the year-ago period, 
data from state-run agency 
Japan external Trade organi-
sation (Jetro) show.

The 2019 figure had been a 
13.9 per cent increase from 
the same period in 2018.

The Kingdom exported 
$1.20998 billion worth of 
goods to Japan during the 
period, down 5.6 per cent 
year-on-year from $1.28122 
billion. Imports from Japan 
were worth $339.33 million, 
down 14.8 per cent year-on-
year from $398.35 million.

Seemingly unfazed by the 
statistics, Cambodia Cham-
ber of Commerce vice-presi-
dent Lim Heng told The Post 
on Sunday that diplomatic re-
lations and trade cooperation 
with Japan had seen progres-
sive improvement.

“The decline is small. Covid-
19 has significantly reduced 
demand for consumer goods, 
and on the other hand, Cam-
bodia-Japan air travel has not 
yet begun,” he said.

In an optimistic tone, Heng 
asserted that trade between 
the Kingdom and Japan 
would soon recover on hopes 
of good news on a vaccine for 

the SArS-Cov-2 coronavirus.
Clothing, footwear, electronic 

components and bicycles com-
prise the bulk of Cambodia’s 
exports to Japan. Arrivals from 
Japan mostly consist of elec-
tronics and finished products.

royal Academy of Cam-
bodia economics researcher 
Hong vanak chalked up the 
diminished export figures to 
muted demand driven down 
by lockdown restrictions, 
competition with other coun-
tries, a lack of production ca-
pacity and limited qualified 
products in the Kingdom that 
meet Japanese standards.

“Cambodia needs to improve 
its productivity and have con-
crete policies in place to be 
ready to tap its export potential 
to the world’s markets,” he said.

on november 2, the national 
Assembly approved the First 
Protocol to Amend the Agree-
ment on Comprehensive eco-
nomic Partnership among Ja-
pan and member States of the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
nations (AJCeP – 1st Protocol).

Cambodia expects to ex-
pand its market to Japan and 
woo more investors from the 
economic powerhouse of the 
Pacific through the perks pro-
vided by the protocol.

The Kingdom exported 
more than $1.7 billion in 
goods to Japan last year, up 
7.7 per cent from 2018, Jetro 
data show.

bilateral trade with 
Japan slightly down 
but outlook optimistic

Start-ups get boost as moU 
signed to aid digital growth 
Thou Vireak

T
He state-run Techo 
Startup Center (TSC) 
and IG Tech Group on 
Thursday signed a 

memorandum of understand-
ing (moU) to work together on 
“matters of mutual commer-
cial and r&D [research and 
development] interests”, a 
joint press release said.

The two signatories will 
pool their efforts to help build 
Cambodia’s innovative infra-
structure and better position 
the Kingdom in the context of 
digital transformation.

The moU will also speed 
up “development of identi-
fied products and solutions 
that could leverage from and 
provide the leverage to local 
start-ups and their participa-
tion, and promote Cambo-
dia’s start-up ecosystem”, the 
release said.

It said: “Under the moU, 
TSC will introduce IG Tech’s 
solutions and projects to 
TSC’s start-ups and specific 
digital projects.

“At the same time, IG Tech will 
provide technical inputs and 
advisory to TSC’s general pro-
grammes, as well as partner-
ship opportunities with TSC’s 
specific projects and start-ups.”

Through IG Tech’s mentoring 
and coaching of selected partic-
ipants, the two parties will team 

up to launch the TSC’s reverse 
Innovation (rI) project.

TSC executive director Taing 
nguonly said: “running rI is 
our first step for this partner-
ship. This initial step intends to 
help the participants in the pro-
gramme by giving them con-
tinuous mentorship and other 
fundamental supports they 
need to build their products.

“IG Tech is well-known as a 
fast-growing company, so the 
participants will be able to learn 
a lot from the company’s exper-
tise include technical know-
how, entrepreneurial mindset, 
and working culture too.”

IG Tech president and chair-
man Kim Puthkiry said: “We 
are delighted to collaborate 
with the TSC, providing men-
toring and coaching to tech 
start-ups using our expertise 
in fintech and banking solu-
tions integration and imple-
mentation as well as digital 
platforms development.

“With our very own IG Tech 
centres of excellence in the 
form of joint ventures with re-
nowned technology partners 
from across the globe, includ-
ing but not being limited to 
the US, europe, India, Singa-
pore and malaysia, we believe 

this collaboration will bring 
stronger support to start-ups 
and projects under TSC’s pro-
grammes, while contributing 
to the digital transformation 
of Cambodia.”

IG Tech describes itself as a 
Cambodian group of compa-
nies with a focus on the de-
velopment, implementation 
and integration of technology 
solutions. It names Idealink 
Consulting Co Ltd as its first 
member.

The TSC is working with 
financial institutions to pro-
vide fintech solutions for the 
Kingdom’s up-and-coming 
start-ups.

In August, it inked an moU 
with private financial institu-
tion Advanced bank of Asia 
Ltd (AbA bank) on coopera-
tion to support financial tech-
nology (fintech) start-ups and 
build a sound innovation eco-
system for the Kingdom’s bud-
ding technological advances.

TSC is based in the royal 
University of Phnom Penh 
(rUPP) on russian Federa-
tion boulevard (Street 110) in 
Tuol Kork district’s Teuk La’ak 
I commune in the capital and 
is operated by the ministry of 
economy and Finance.

The government issued a sub-
decree establishing the centre 
as a public administrative in-
stitution on July 6, following a 
soft-launch in April last year.

The two signatories will pool their efforts to help build Cambodia’s 
innovative infrastructure. supplied



Thai competition 
regulator gives 
nod to Tesco for 
supermarket 
sale to CP Group

THAILAND’S competition 
regulator has given the nod for 
British retail giant Tesco to sell 

its supermarket businesses to the 
Charoen Pokphand Group, despite 
monopoly concerns.

The $10.6 billion sale to Thai-
land’s biggest conglomerate was 
first flagged in March and also cov-
ers Tesco’s operations in Malaysia.

“The majority of commissioners 
agreed that the merger of those 
businesses [could create] market 
dominance . . . but it’s not a mo-
nopoly,” Thailand’s Office of Trade 
Competition Commission said in a 
statement on Friday.

The regulator said CP Group is 
not allowed to pursue other retail 
merger deals during the next 
three years.

Thai Retailers and Wholesalers 
Association president Somchai 
Pornrattanacharoen, who was on 
the regulator’s vetting commit-
tee, last month publicly expressed 
concerns that the deal would grant 
CP Group a monopoly, according to 
local media.

It is a boomerang sale of sorts 
– Tesco has nearly 2,000 grocery 
stores across Thailand which it 
bought from CP Group during the 
Asian financial crisis in 1997-1998.

The Chearavanont family and its 
patriarch Dhanin, who control CP 
Group, are worth an estimated $27.3 
billion and top Thailand’s list of 27 
billionaires, according to Forbes.

Tesco said in a statement that it 
was waiting for CP Group to receive 
a formal regulatory approval notice 
and that it will make a further an-
nouncement when appropriate.

CP Group has not commented on 
the regulator’s decision. AFP
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JAPAn has agreed to offer fi-
nancial assistance to two of its 
companies to diversify their 
manufacturing base to India 
as part of its recent initiative 
to provide subsidies to com-
panies relocating from China.

They are Toyota-Tsusho 
and Sumida. The move was 
announced following Indian 
Prime minister narendra 
modi’s meeting with global 
investors on Thursday. modi 
is to follow up Thursday’s 
round table discussions with 
one-on-one meetings with 
the investors, including some 
marquee Japanese players.

Toyota-Tsusho is looking to 
set up a rare earth metal facil-
ity, and Sumida is for auto-
motive parts.

“Work had been going on to 
seek to get these companies to 
India, but the Japanese side de-
cided to provide assistance to 
make the process more attrac-
tive for the two companies,” 
said a government source.

India and Japan have been 
seeking to build a coalition and 
the ties have been strength-
ened following the outbreak 
of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Along with Australia, India 
and Japan had launched sup-
ply chain resilience initiative 

for Indo-Pacific, where the gov-
ernment had also urged Tokyo 
to expand the coverage of the 
financial assistance to India.

Japan had announced a $2 
billion initiative, unofficially 
aimed at re-shoring some of 
its companies as well as di-
versifying into other markets.

While a bulk of the fund-
ing is aimed at those entities 
that shift from China back to 
Japan, India and bangladesh 
are among countries where 
assistance will be provided.

There are an estimated 
30,000 Japanese companies 
that have production bases in 
China, which has emerged as 
the factory to the world, com-
pared with 5,100 in India.

recently, Japan external Trade 
organisation (Jetro) had an-
nounced that it would help 10 
Japanese companies to get into 
high-tech projects with Indian 
companies. The list included the 
likes of Suzuki and olympus.

While Suzuki is working 
on information technology 
infrastructure to develop a 
transit bus traffic control sys-
tem in rural areas, olympus 
and HCL Technologies are 
working on technologies to 
aid doctors. THE ISLAND (SRI LAN-

KA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Japan set to aid two 
firms in shift to India

Investment in HCmC’s ePZs, IPs up 7%
more than $591 million poured into Ho 
Chi minh City’s (HCmC’s) export process-
ing zones (ePZs) and industrial parks (IPs) 
in the first 10 months of this year, a year-
on-year increase of 7.16 per cent.

revealing this, the HCmC export Pro-
cessing and Industrial Zones Author-
ity (HePZA), which manages them, said 
foreign investment accounted for $270 
million, a 19.14 per cent decline.

There were 11 new foreign projects worth 
nearly $91 million, a decrease of 42.15 per 
cent, while 25 existing ones registered to 
increase their investment by nearly $180 
million, virtually the same as last year.

most of the new investments, worth $81.2 
million accounting for 89.4 per cent, were 
in the services sector, and it was followed by 
machinery, electronics, plastics and rubber.

ePZs and IPs received 7.44 trillion 
dong ($320 million) worth of domestic 
investment, up by 47.6 per cent.

They went into 46 new projects with 
total registered capital of 5.8 trillion 
dong ($251 million) and 32 existing ones 
that increased their capital by 1.6 trillion 
dong ($70.3 million).

HePZA head Hua Quoc Hung blamed 
the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic and 
the restrictions on movements that lim-
ited investors’ ability to travel for the de-
cline in foreign direct investment (FDI).

The new investments were mainly for 
building factories and warehouses for 
rent, he said.

many investors have expressed inter-
est in investing in warehouses for sup-
porting transportation and logistics and 
factories including high-rise, he said.

With the Covid-19 situation well un-
der control, many investors have moved 
their entire production from abroad to 
the city, he said.

“That promotes business and creates 
jobs.”

There is huge demand for workers in 
the textile and garment, leather footwear 
and services industries.

HePZA reported that 41 out of 45 busi-
nesses that suspended operations dur-
ing the pandemic have resumed work.

many enterprises cut their production 
and business scale, and leased out va-
cant areas in their factories or even the 
whole factory in some cases.

others looked for new customers and 
suppliers and alternative sources of raw 
materials, organised sales promotions, 
and temporarily laid-off employees as 
they waited for new orders.

enterprises facing difficulties have re-
ceived support from authorities in the form 
of bank loans, tax cuts, rescheduling of 
loans, and extension of project deadlines.

According to HePZA, total exports from 
its zones in the first 10 months of this year 
were an estimated $5.3 billion. Foreign 
enterprises accounted for $3.9 billion.

HePZA’s zones house more than 1,300 
enterprises that employ 320,000 work-
ers. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

A production line at Nidec Tosok Viet Nam Co Ltd at the Tan Thuan Export Processing Zone in Ho 
Chi Minh City’s District 7. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

vietinbankSC: vn’s renewable 
energy sector may reach $714b
T

He value of the vietnamese 
renewable energy sector 
may reach $714 billion and 
it may keep developing for at 

least 25 years, vietinbank Securities 
JSC (vietinbankSC) said in a report.

The value of the solar and wind 
power sub-sectors may be up to 
$280 billion and $434 billion, re-
spectively, the company said.

The industry has room for devel-
opment, vietinbankSC said, adding 
that power production is projected 
to grow strongly in the next 25 years 
and account for 30.8 per cent of na-
tional power output in 2045.

At the moment, renewable energy 
accounts for 12 per cent of the total 
output.

The cost of production recorded by 
renewable energy plants is decreas-
ing sharply, especially solar farms, 
allowing companies in the industry 
to compete with oil and gas-used 
power producers, the company said.

vietinbankSC said the renewable 
energy sector would be a potential 
investment target for construction 
firms, power distributors and banks.

“The renewable energy sector will 
grow at an annual rate of 20 per cent 
in the next 10 years, doubling the 
power sector’s average growth rate of 
nine per cent,” the company forecast.

In 2020-2030, the value of the so-
lar power market will grow 12.8 per 
cent each year and that of the wind 
power market will increase by 34.2 
per cent each year.

vietibankSC said: “The main rea-
son behind such a fast growth rate 
is the government’s attempts to be-
come less dependent on thermal 
and coal power, switching to solar 
and wind power.

“renewable energy production 
may surpass coal power output in 
2030,” the company projected.

vietnam is on course to face the 
shortage of power in the coming years. 
meanwhile, the slow implementation 
of thermal power projects will affect 
the supply in the short term.

Therefore, the demand for solar and 
wind power will increase as those proj-
ects are time-saving and cost-saving.

The brokerage firm said: “We be-
lieve the government will give prior-
ity to the renewable energy sector 

to support the country’s socio-eco-
nomic development amid the com-
ing shortage of power supply.

“Power consumption will rise by 
10.5 per cent on average each year 
from 2020 to 2030. The shortage of 
power will peak in 2023 but decline 
gradually when large suppliers come 
into operation.”

Listed companies involved in the 
renewable energy sector have seen 

their shares leap in recent months.
bamboo Capital JSC shares (HoSe: 

bCG) have soared nearly 40 per cent 
in the last three months to 7,890 
dong ($0.34) apiece on Thursday.

Sao mai Group shares (HoSe: ASm) 
gained as much as 110 per cent in 
more than two months to 10,250 
dong apiece early last month before 
sliding to 9,140 dong on Thursday. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Bamboo Capital JSC’s solar power project BCG-CME Long An 1 in Thanh Hoa district, Long An province. CAFEBIZ.VN/VIET NAM NEWS



The Japanese government is 
preparing to take policy mea-
sures in areas such as global 
warming, with an eye toward 
a transfer of power in the US 
as former Vice-President Joe 
Biden clinches the US presi-
dential election.

Prime Minister Yoshihide 
Suga repeatedly emphasised 
his proactive stance on cli-
mate change at a meeting 
of the house of Councillors’ 
Budget Committee on Friday.

“Active measures to combat 
global warming will lead to 
significant growth by bringing 
about changes in the industri-
al structure, the economy and 
society,” Suga said.

A target of reducing green-
house gas emissions to net 
zero by 2050, which Suga set 
in his first policy speech, was 
made in anticipation of the 
possibility of Biden taking 
office, according to sources 
close to the prime minister. 

Biden has referred to a re-
turn to the Paris Agreement, 
an international framework 

for combating global warm-
ing, from which the US with-
drew under President Donald 
Trump. The Japanese govern-
ment wants the US and Japan 

to be in step in the interna-
tional community. 

A senior government offi-
cial believes that Biden’s for-
eign and security policies will 

be moderate toward Japan, 
and similar views have been 
spreading throughout the 
government.

Former US President Barack 
Obama, with whom Biden 
worked as vice-president, 
became in 2014 the first US 
president to explicitly state 
that the Senkaku Islands in 
Okinawa prefecture are with-
in the scope of Article 5 of 
the Japan-US Security Treaty, 
which obliges the US to de-
fend Japan. The Japanese 
government plans to confirm 
the same stance with the US 
as soon as possible, if Biden is 
elected to the White house. 

“[even after the presidential 
election,] the Japan-US alli-
ance will continue to be the 
crux of our foreign and secu-
rity policy and the founda-
tion of peace, prosperity and 
freedom for the Indo-Pacific 
region and the international 
community,” Suga said at an 
upper house budget com-
mittee meeting on Friday. THE 

YOMIURI SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS 
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heavy fighting near key town 
in Karabakh, Armenia reports
A

rMenIA reported on 
Saturday that “fierce 
combat” with Azer-
baijani forces took 

place overnight near the town 
of Shusha, a key stronghold in 
the disputed nagorno-Kara-
bakh region.

After weeks of heavy fighting 
over the mountainous prov-
ince, Azerbaijan appears to be 
closing in on the strategic 
town, 15km from Karabakh’s 
main city Stepanakert.

The hilltop town of Shusha 
is located on a main road that 
links the unrecognised repub-
lic’s capital with the territory 
of Armenia, which backs the 
separatists fighting for Kara-
bakh’s independence.

Armenian defence ministry 
spokeswoman Shushan 
Stepanyan reported “especially 
intensive and fierce combat” 
overnight outside Shusha, add-
ing that numerous attacks from 
Azerbaijan were thwarted.

Armenia also said that 
throughout the night there 
was regular shelling on Shu-
sha, home to a beloved Arme-
nian cathedral that was dam-
aged in attacks last month.

The Azerbaijani defence 
ministry rejected this claim 
saying the information of 
shelling on Shusha is “com-
pletely untrue”.

A second Armenian army 
spokesman, Artsun Ovanis-
sian, wrote on Facebook that 
there had been “no loss, no 
retreat” at Shusha and that 
“fighting continues”.

Meanwhile  Karabakh 
authorities said the territory’s 
main city Stepanakert had 

been hit by Soviet-era Grad 
and Smerch rockets, although 
no-one was hurt.

Clashes broke out late in 
September between Azerbai-
jan and Armenia-backed sep-
aratists over control of Kara-
bakh, a region that proclaimed 
its independence from Baku 
during a war in the 1990s.

The recent flare-up has been 
the worst in decades, killing more 
than 1,000 people, including 
civilians, although the death toll 
is believed to be much higher.

The fighting has continued 

despite several attempts by 
russia, France and the US to 
help reach a lasting ceasefire.

Those three countries make 
up the Minsk group of media-
tors which helped broker a 
truce between the ex-Soviet 
rivals in 1994 but are yet to find 
a lasting solution to the long-
simmering conflict.

French President emmanuel 
Macron’s office on Saturday 
said he had spoken with rus-
sian leader Vladimir Putin by 
phone and agreed that “fight-
ing must be stopped” in Kara-

bakh “to allow negotiations to 
restart on a realistic basis”.

Armenia and Azerbaijan 
have each accused the other of 
targeting civilian areas and the 
Un this week decried indis-
criminate attacks that could 
amount to “war crimes”.

Armenian Prime Minister 
nikol Pashinyan has appealed 
to ally russia for military sup-
port, while Azerbaijan has won 
the backing of Turkey, which is 
accused of sending mercenar-
ies to Karabakh to fight against 
the separatists. AFP

Japan cautiously prepares for Biden

The body of a woman lays on a stretcher near a bulldozer clearing the debris of a destroyed house hit by 
shelling during the ongoing military conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan over the breakaway region of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. AFP

Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga has repeatedly emphasised 
his proactive stance on climate change. AFP

Celebrations around the 
world mark transition to 
new US administration
Continued from page 1

more than 237,000 US citizens 
under Trump’s erratic leader-
ship, Biden said he would form 
a task force of “leading scien-
tists” on Monday.

While attendance was limited 
for social distancing purposes 
to about 360 cars at the drive-in 
style event, crowds numbering 
thousands of people, many of 
them dancing and waving US 
flags, lined the highway leading 
to the facility.

This was Biden’s first public 
appearance since US televi-
sion networks declared earlier 
on Saturday that he had taken 
an insurmountable lead in the 
nearly complete count from 
Tuesday’s election, giving him 
victory against Trump, who 
will now become a rare one-
term president.

The celebratory event, which 
featured a confetti canon, fire-
works and a soundtrack 
including Springsteen and 
Tina Turner, also gave US citi-
zens a closer look at Biden’s 
running mate Kamala harris, 
who will make history as the 
country’s first female and first 
Black vice-president.

In her speech, cheered every 
few seconds by the ecstatic 
crowd, harris lauded the 
record turnout of some 160 
million people in the election 
and said that after so much 
division, “Joe is a healer”.

“When our very democracy 
was on the ballot in this elec-
tion, with the very soul of 
America at stake, and the world 
watching, you ushered in a new 
day for America,” she said.

Biden, who is 77 and turns 
78 later this month, will be the 
oldest person to become pres-
ident when he takes office on 
January 20.

No Trump concession 
Crowds took to the streets in 

major cities across the US in cel-
ebration of Trump’s defeat, while 
key Western allies such as Ger-
many, which had a tempestuous 
relationship with the republi-
can, quickly congratulated 
Biden.

But Trump – becoming the 
first one-term president since 
George h W Bush – refused to 
concede and continued to claim 
he was a victim of fraud.

Biden was “rushing to falsely 
pose” as the winner, Trump said 
in a statement as he arrived to 
play golf at a course he owns in 
Virginia, his first trip outside the 
White house since election 
Day.

There is no evidence to sup-
port Trump’s unprecedented 
claims of mass fraud.

Tuesday’s polling went off 
without any reported serious 
incidents or even technical 
glitches, despite the shadow of 
a still out-of-control Covid-19 
pandemic and volcanic politi-
cal tensions.

With vote-counting nearly 
complete around the huge 

country, Biden built up an irre-
versible lead. new tallies from 
the state of Pennsylvania early 
on Saturday put him over the 
top, ending four days of tense 
waiting and allowing the TV 
networks’ specialised data ana-
lysts to call the overall result, as 
they do every election.

In Philadelphia, Los Angeles, 
Washington and other major-
ity-Democratic cities, people 
poured into the streets to cel-
ebrate and car horns honked.

An excited crowd of several 
thousand gathered on Black 
Lives Matter Plaza next to the 
White house, giving a hostile 
reception to Trump as his 
motorcade passed nearby on 
return from the golf course.

“It’s been so many years 
waiting for this day to happen,” 
said Jack nugent, a 24-year-old 
software engineer.

There were similar scenes in 
new York, Trump’s birthplace.

“I’m happy that Trump has 
gone from our lives, hopefully 
forever,” said Catherine Griffin, 
47, through tears of happiness.

however, in Arizona, where the 
race was close, a group of almost 
1,000 Trump supporters gath-
ered in Phoenix to protest what 
they said was a stolen election.

“There’s a lot of fraud here. 
It needs to be either redone 
totally or recounted,” Donna 
McCollum, 77, said.

For Biden, who got more 
than 74 million votes, a record, 
the triumph was the crowning 
achievement of his half-cen-
tury in US politics – including 
eight years as deputy to 
Obama, the first Black US 
president who hailed the “his-
toric and decisive” win.

Biden vows to get the Covid-
19 pandemic under control. 
he also promises to restore 
traditional US diplomacy after 
Trump’s dramatic pivot to uni-
lateral nationalism.

The leaders of Britain, Ger-
many, France and other euro-
pean countries were the first, 
along with Canada, to send 
congratulations. Japanese 
Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga 
sent “warm congratulations”, 
while Indian Prime Minister 
narendra Modi also tweeted on 
Biden’s “spectacular victory”.

The head of the nATO mili-
tary alliance, which reeled 
from Trump’s disruptive 
approach after decades of US 
leadership, also quickly wel-
comed Biden’s win.

President Ashraf Ghani of 
Afghanistan, from where Biden 
has pledged to bring US combat 
soldiers home, tweeted con-
gratulations and calling the US 
a “foundational partner” in the 
fight against counterterrorism.

Israel’s leader Benjamin 
netanyahu – a close Trump 
ally – congratulated Biden, 
calling the president-elect “a 
great friend of Israel”.

There was no immediate reac-
tion from other big players in 
US relations, including China, 
russia and Saudi Arabia. AFP
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malaysia’s government on Friday 
unveiled a blockbuster 2021 bud-
get aimed at cushioning the coro-
navirus impact, with the embattled 
prime minister hoping for strong 
support to strengthen his tenuous 
hold on power. 

muhyiddin yassin’s eight-month-
old administration is highly unsta-
ble, with only a wafer-thin major-
ity in parliament and under intense 
pressure from the opposition.

Political turmoil intensified last 
month after the king rejected muhy-
iddin’s request to declare a state of 
emergency – a move he claimed 
was aimed at fighting the virus, but 
which critics said was a bid to cling 
to power. 

The budget, which will be debated 
and voted on in the coming weeks, is 
seen as a test of confidence in muhy-
iddin’s shaky administration and de-
feat could lead to its collapse. 

However, most now expect it to 
pass as members of parliament 
want to avoid a general election as 
the country faces a resurgence in vi-
rus cases, and muhyiddin has called 
for cross-party support. 

The premier said the 2021 budget 
would “continue to focus on pro-
tecting the livelihood and welfare 
of the people, revitalising and sup-
porting the economy”.

The government increased spend-
ing by 2.5 per cent to 322.5 billion 

ringgit ($78 billion) from this year, 
with a substantial chunk aimed at 
combating Covid-19.

authorities estimated that the 
economy, which contracted sharply 
this year, will rebound strongly next 
year, growing 6.5-7.5 per cent.

malaysia has had a relatively mild 
virus outbreak but cases climbed 

sharply in recent weeks, leading au-
thorities to re-impose some curbs.

muhyiddin, who took power in 
march without a vote after a reform-
ist government collapsed, faces a 
challenge from opposition leader 
anwar ibrahim and there have been 
rumblings of discontent from his 
coalition partners. AFP

malaysia’s budget tests support 
for its embattled prime minister

THai feminists and lGbTQ activists 
marched to one of bangkok’s nightlife 
districts on saturday, insisting the fight 
for equality goes hand-in-hand with a 
broader push for greater democracy.

a rainbow banner hundreds of me-
tres long snaked its way through cen-
tral bangkok towards silom during the 
pride parade, which attracted a diverse 
crowd of close to 1,500 according to an 
aFP reporter on the scene.

since July there have been fre-
quent protests in the Thai capital, 
with demonstrators demanding a 
new constitution, reforms of the 
monarchy and for Prayut Chan-o-
cha to resign as prime minister.

saturday’s rally canvassed a broad 
range of issues including “slut-
shaming”, access to safe abortions 
and legalising sex work, while trans-
gender activists had signs saying: 
“i’m not abnormal”.

sirisak Chaited, a sex worker rights 
activist, marched wearing a towel 
emblazoned with the slogan “my 
body my business”.

“sex work is not a crime, sex work-
er rights are human rights,” he said.

a flash mob of high school stu-
dents danced to K-pop, lady Gaga, 
beyonce and Taylor swift along the 
parade route.

some had messages such as “stop 
sexual harassment” written in text 
on their legs.

many wore elaborate makeup and 
movie character costumes, while one 
woman stripped down to her under-
wear, scrawled with feminist messages.

architect Hino, 23, who declined 
to give her full name, said Thai so-
ciety had a lot of work to do when it 
came to gender equality.

“Power is not just for men,” she said.
“Thai men like to criticise women 

for how many men they’ve slept with 
but they don’t have the same [scruti-
ny] themselves,” natcha, 25, told aFP. 

The lGbTQ community has been a 
visible force at protests calling for the 
overhaul of Thailand’s government

The kingdom has a vibrant lGbTQ 
scene and while gender-bending 
performers are a prominent part of 
bangkok’s nightlife, discrimination in 
schools and the workplace is still rife.

achita Kittiwannakul, 22, dressed 
as the character mulan, said calls for 
society to respect the rights of mi-
norities aligned with the campaign to 
shake up Thailand’s democracy.

“We are not happy in this country; 
the lGbTQ community is suffering,” 
he told aFP.

“i believe in equality, peace, and for 
everyone to be able to live happily.”

on sunday protesters will return 
to the streets with a major rally 
scheduled at the Democracy monu-
ment intersection, with a heavy po-
lice presence expected. AFP

Thai women, pride activists 
march to nightlife districts 
for democracy and equality

indonesian military allegedly attacks, arrests 
civilians after traffic quarrel, leaves one dead
i

nDonesian military 
(Tni) soldiers reportedly 
attacked and arrested 
civilians at a dormitory 

and nearby houses in Jayapu-
ra after a traffic accident and 
a quarrel between two dorm 
inhabitants and a soldier.

Human rights lawyers as-
sociation for Papua (Paham 
Papua) director Gustav Kawer 
said the Tni personnel’s ac-
tion was a crime and a viola-
tion of human rights, because 
it was committed outside Tni 
jurisdiction to arrest people 
and beat people.

Cenderawasih military 
Command spokesperson 
lieutenant Colonel reza nur 
Patria confirmed both the 
traffic accident and the raid 
but did not confirm the at-
tack. “During the quarrel, a 
member of [infantry battal-
ion 751] was assaulted. The 
soldiers then searched the 
people who were responsible 
for the assault and detained 
five people for questioning,” 
he said.

reza added that, following 
the internal probe at army 
infantry battalion (yonif) 751 
headquarters, the five people 
were sent to Jayapura Police 
for further investigation. “The 
soldier who was a victim of 
beatings has also reported to 
the police,” he said.

“if any [Tni] member is 
proven to have violated the law, 
he will be sanctioned in accor-
dance with the law,” said reza.

on Wednesday night, a 
soldier on a motorbike alleg-
edly hit another motorbike, 

on which meky suhuniap 
and olun yoal, both soloitma 
dorm inhabitants, were rid-
ing in sentani, near the dorm. 
The three got into an argu-
ment before other residents 
in the location hit the soldier 

and seized his motorcycle as a 
guarantee, so that the soldier 
would pay for the damage.

according to Paham Papua, 
at 11pm, more than 50 mem-
bers of yonif 751 in sentani 
raided the soloitma dorm, 

bringing weapons such as 
bayonets and swords. The sol-
diers allegedly hit residents, 
destroyed doors and took resi-
dents’ motorcycles.

one of the residents, Demi-
sian Kobak, 18, was reportedly 

kicked, even though she had said 
she was not involved in the quar-
rel and had told the soldiers she 
was sick. she was then brought 
to the hospital for treatment but 
died the next morning.

“a girl [Demisian] was lying 

sick in her bed when the sol-
diers kicked her. she died on 
Thursday,” Paham Papua di-
rector Gustav told The Jakarta 
Post on Friday.

moreover, the yonif 751 sen-
tani members also allegedly 
attacked eight other people 
during the raid, namely edi 
Kobak, nation suhuniap, nus 
suhuniap, simson suhuniap, 
mince Kobak, laura yoal, Pi-
net bahabol and 2-year-old 
yotam Kobak. The soldiers 
then took six of them to the 
headquarters for investiga-
tion, Paham Papua explained.

“edi Kobak was kicked, hit 
in the face and struck on the 
head with a gun’s muzzle. 
Penet bahabol received the 
same treatment while his 
hands were tied. as a result, 
both edi and Penet sustained 
bruises to their bodies and 
faces and were bleeding at 
the head,” Paham Papua law-
yer yohanes mambrasar said.

after a few hours, the soldiers 
transferred the six Papuans to 
the Jayapura Police. at 2am 
on Thursday, police sent them 
home. Gustav of Paham said 
the soldiers had allegedly vio-
lated article 351 of the Crimi-
nal Code on maltreatment or 
physical abuse and article 38 
of Tni law no 34 2004 on the 
soldier’s code of conduct.

Paham Papua called on the 
Jayapura Police to investigate 
and prosecute the perpetrators 
and demanded that the Tni hold 
civil court cases and dismiss the 
Tni members that committed 
the alleged crimes. The JAkArTA 

PosT/AsIA NeWs NeTWork

Soldiers of Army Infantry Battalion 751 in Jayapura stand during a ceremony at the Indonesian Military (TNI) airbase in Jayapura, Papua, in 2015. 
TNIAd.mIl.Id/The JAkArTA PosT

Malaysia’s Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin (left) and Minister of Finance Tengku 
Zafrul Tengku Abdul Aziz (right) posing for pictures with the national 2021 budget after 
unveiling at the Parliament in Kuala Lumpur. mAlAYsIA dePArTmeNT oF INFormATIoN/AFP
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T
He rapid rise of Covid-19 in 
myanmar has caught the 
attention of Asian neigh-
buors and international 

organisations. Singapore, vietnam, 
Thailand, South Korea, Japan, and 
China have provided aid to myanmar 
to fight the virus. They are well aware 
that if the second wave in myanmar 
is beyond control, it can become a 
threat to the health securities of the 
countries and the whole region.  

An article published in the “Quar-
terly Journal of medicine” (QJm) 
called for the formation of the ASeAn 
Centres for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC). The article says: 
“ASeAn countries are divided into 
the South east Asia region (SeAro) 
and Western Pacific region (WPro) 
by the World Health organisation.  

“ASeAn CDC can collaborate in 
sharing of real-time surveillance data 
and best practices, eliminating wild-
life trade, maintaining supply chains, 
combating disinformation and vac-
cine development. The organisation 
can act as the permanent regional 
body to combat the current and 
future pandemics. moreover, ASeAn 
CDC can enhance inter-regional col-
laboration between the SeAro and 
WPro regions.”  

ASeAn countries with weak health 
systems are especially vulnerable to 
new waves of Covid-19.  China and 
Thailand have successfully contained 
the virus. on the other hand, India 
and bangladesh are still facing high 
burdens of the pandemic. With poor-
ly controlled border areas, there is 
the danger of spillover from neigh-
bours with high burdens of Covid-19.  
If the human traffic at the porous 
borders is not controlled, myanmar is 
at risk for new waves of infection. 

After case no 375 was reported on 
August 16, myanmar authorities 
should have stopped all traffic and 
flights immediately, which is what 
China did when it discovered infec-
tions.  Apart from lockdown, the driv-
er substitute policy at the Chinese 
borders is a good example myanmar 
can follow. Truck drivers entering 
from and leaving China should hand 
over their vehicles at the borders.  

Thailand has sealed its border with 
myanmar for fears of the virus spread 
on its soil. When a local transmission 
was discovered in bangkok, the 
authorities tested over 600 people. 
myanmar, too, should have conduct-
ed more aggressive contact tracing 
and testing. In vietnam, the fight 

against the virus is seen as a national 
duty from the government down to 
the individual level. As a result, visi-
tors arriving in the city of Da nang 
voluntarily reported themselves to 
the authorities.  

In myanmar, however, flight pas-
sengers from the rakhine to Yangon 
did not cooperate with the health 
officials. A sense of responsibility is 
lacking among myanmar people. 
many still refuse to wear masks, keep 
a distance from others and wash 
their hands, although these simple 

measures have proven effective to 
prevent infection.  

Covid-19 is deadly especially for 
vulnerable people, including the eld-
erly. Internally displaced people 
(IDP) are another vulnerable group. A 
random antibody check on 1,000 
people in rakhine State found that 
IDP camps were virus-free, but there 
is no information how many times 
the tests were conducted. 

Some of the Un and nGo workers 

who visited the IDP camps were 
infected, therefore, tests should be 
performed every week.  other groups 
that should be tested weekly are 
healthcare workers, volunteers, police, 
passenger vehicle drivers and factory 
workers. Sentinel surveillance should 
be done on markets, banks, karaoke 
Tv outlets, construction sites, delivery 
services, places of worship, monaster-
ies, elderly homes and prisons. 

A weekly random testing should be 
carried out in those hot spots, using 
the rapid antigen test kits.  most of 

those who died in myanmar have 
pre-existing diseases, so, it is impor-
tant to treat these illnesses. The viral 
infection can lead to the exacerba-
tion of the pre-existing conditions 
and in such cases, the coronavirus is 
the secondary cause of death.  

Throughout the pandemic, people 
have been afraid to go to clinics and 
hospitals for illnesses other than the 
virus. Disruption of treatment services 
for non-communicable diseases is 

also contributing to the excess deaths.  
The upcoming election can serve as 

another push factor of a second wave of 
Covid-19 contagion in myanmar. We are 
seeing clusters among the police even 
before the election starts. So, a surge 
can almost certainly occur during or 
after the november 8 elections, even 
with all the necessary precautions. In 
the first wave, myanmar was lucky to 
have avoided many cases and fatalities. 

In a pandemic, however, we can 
never let our guard down even when 
there are no cases. Covid-19 might 
never go away even with a vaccine.  
even after vaccines become availa-
ble, we still face obstacles such as 
who gets it first, not to mention the 
transportation and other logistics 
matters. We may have to live with the 
virus for at least one more year.  

In the wake of the prolonged pan-
demic, global health experts have 
been calling for the formation of 
ASeAn CDC for some time. many 
ASeAn government bodies are coop-
erating to contain the virus but it is 
time to consolidate them into one 
body.  The eU has european CDC 
and the African Union has Africa 
CDC. The time is ripe now for the 
ASeAn to have its own CDC. the  

jakarta post/asia news network

The writer is a global health scientist focusing 
on Myanmar

opinion
Aung Win

Can Myanmar’s second wave lead 
to ASEAN CDC formation?

An official takes the temperature of Kayan ethnic women before voting at a polling station in Kayah State on Sunday. afp

Many ASEAN government 
bodies are cooperating to 

contain the virus but it is time to 
consolidate them into one body
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U
nDer the autumn 
Iraqi sun, Abbas 
Abbud expertly 
scrambles up the 

ragged trunk of the palm tree. 
His mission? Picking the juicy 
dates overhead, and keeping 
this ancient profession alive.

At 48, he is the last of several 
generations of “palm climb-
ers”, a community that has 
harvested southern Iraq’s date 
palms for the past 6,000 years.

but decades of wars, climate 
change and little support for 
farmers have turned Iraq’s icon-
ic date palms and their harvest-
ers into a rare breed. 

“We spend more than 10 days 
on one palm field, but in recent 
years the numbers of trees and 
fields have decreased, affecting 
our jobs,” says Abbud.

every year, from october to 
December, he climbs into a 
harness, machete in hand, to 
slash dates from palms up to 

23m tall.
Cutting one palm earns him 

a mere 2,000 Iraqi dinars, or 
less than $2.

With poverty rates expected to 
reach 40 per cent this year, Ab-
bud can’t afford to skip the date 
season in Iraq’s farming heart-
land of Diwaniyah province.

one of his biggest clients is the 
Kariz family, which owns some 
4,000 palms of different varieties.

“ever since I can remember, 
we’ve had vast date fields,” 
says Herban Kariz, 69, the 
family patriarch.

He strolls through rows of 
palms, under which lie large 
stretches of tarp to catch the 
yellow and caramel-coloured 
dates cut from tree tops.

“We always held reunions 
for the harvest – it’s been a 
family tradition since child-
hood,” he says.

Under former dictator 
Saddam Hussein, the Iraqi 

state purchased dates from 
farmers at a price higher than 
the market rates, then pack-
aged, marketed and exported 
them as far afield as the US.

The era is remembered as the 
golden age of Iraq’s date industry. 

Today, palms number less 
than half of the 30 million that 
dotted the country just two 
decades ago, says mohammed 
Kashash, the head of Diwani-
yah’s farming cooperatives.

He blames the virtually cease-
less armed conflicts in Iraq, a 
struggling economy and insuf-
ficient government support. 

“As the state doesn’t sup-
port us, production and sales 
are down,” Kashash says.

Iraqi farmers say they can no 
longer compete on the world 
market, where mass-produced 
dates from the Gulf packaged 
as luxury items are sold for 
around $3,500 per tonne. 

With local production so 
low, Iraq is faced with a pre-
viously unimaginable reality: 
imported dates.

varieties from the Gulf or 
Iran have flooded Iraq’s mar-
kets, frustrating local produc-
ers and pickers.

“We demand the state estab-
lish new processing plants and 
revive the old ones to package 
the dates,” Kashash says.

For palm climber Abbud, the 

important thing is being able 
to climb, cut and return to the 
ground safe and sound.

Last year, his father died after 
falling from a palm tree, but Ab-
bud chose to carry on the fam-
ily tradition as a cutter, even as 
the industry falters. 

now, sitting comfortably atop 
a date tree, he looks out over a 
golden sun setting over endless 
Iraqi palms – and perhaps on 
his inherited livelihood. afp

THeY may be naturally suited to 
swinging in rainforests, but monkeys 
in a Finnish zoo have demonstrated 
a “significant” preference for traffic 
sounds instead of the noises of the 
jungle, researchers have found.

As part of an experiment to see how 
technology could improve the well-
being of captive animals, researchers 
installed a tunnel fitted with sensors 
in the enclosure of the monkeys at 
Helsinki’s Korkeasaari Zoo, giving the 
primates the chance to choose to lis-
ten to the sounds of rain, traffic, zen 
sounds or dance music. 

“We thought they would enjoy 
more calming sounds, such as zen 
music, but actually they triggered 
the traffic sounds more,” Ilyena Hir-
skyj-Douglas, a researcher at Fin-
land’s Aalto University, told AFP. 

The soundtrack of vehicles proved 
overwhelmingly the most popular 
choice for the animals, who sometimes 
slept or groomed themselves and each 
other inside the sound tunnel – some-
thing they did not do for any of the 
other sounds, Hirskyj-Douglas said. 

The zoo’s research coordinator, 
Kirsi Pynnonen, said she believes 
the road sounds in fact mimic some 
of the monkeys’ natural means of 
communication.

“In the wild, these monkeys use 
high-pitched hissing, squeaking 
and croaking to stay in contact,” she 
said, noises which the animals may 
hear within the traffic noises. 

Sound experiments have been 
performed on animals in captivity 
before now, but the scientists say 
this was the first attempt to try and 
give the creatures full control over 
what they want to listen to.

In the future, it could enable zoos 
to provide animals with extra stimu-

li in their enclosures. 
“Animals could, for instance, con-

trol their lighting, heat or the temper-
ature”, or even play games, Hirskyj-
Douglas said.

“The technology is very much 
open and we’re just starting to 
bridge into this area.” 

other zoos around europe have 
shown interest in the research find-
ings, Pynnonen said, and the team 
will look next at installing screens 

inside the tunnel for the monkeys to 
watch if they choose.

White-faced saki monkeys are mid-
sized primates native to the northern 
countries of South America, where 
they are “relatively numerous” but 
threatened by the destruction of the 
rainforest, Pynnonen said. 

“Despite what many people think, 
they don’t eat bananas at all, but 
seeds, insects and some fruits,” she 
added. afp

Iraq’s ancient 
‘palm climbers’ 
fight to keep 
tradition alive

HermIT crab numbers in southern 
Thailand have boomed as foreign 
tourists have stayed away – so much 
so that the national park authority ap-
pealed on Friday for the public to do-
nate extra shells for them to live in.

The population of the crustaceans 
– which protect themselves by wear-
ing and living inside the discarded 
shells of other animals – has explod-
ed on some islands in the mu Koh 
Lanta national Park, and marine 
biologists believe the lack of tourists 
could be a factor.

The kingdom’s economy is highly de-
pendent on foreign visitors but it is ex-
pecting a tiny fraction of the nearly 40 
million international arrivals it record-
ed last year, after the pandemic brought 
global air travel to a near-standstill.

“The reason [we need shells] is be-
cause of surging numbers of hermit 
crabs, I think tens of thousands,” 
mu Koh Lanta national Park direc-
tor veerasak Srisatjung told AFP.

Some crabs, having outgrown 
their previous homes, have moved 
into pieces of rubbish such as cans, 
glass bottles or caps, and veerasak 
said authorities had detected a shell 
shortage about a week ago.

The national park authority urged 
people to post or courier donations 
of cone-shaped shells to its office in 
Krabi province.

So far about 200kg of shells have 
been pledged, and volunteers can help 
distribute the shells at a special Thai fa-
ther’s day event on December 5.

marine biologist Thamasak Yeemin 
from ramkhamhaeng University 
agreed that the population boom could 
be linked to the tourism shutdown.

“If there’s a low number of tourists 
and fewer activities in the coastal ar-
eas that might be a possible factor 
explaining the high survival rates,” 
he told AFP, adding that weather, sea 
currents, plankton supply and pred-
ators were other influences. afp

Southern Thailand’s hermit 
crabs facing housing crisis

Study: monkeys enjoy traffic noise

Abbas Abbud is one of Iraq’s last ‘palm climbers’, workers who brave climbing palm trees to harvest valuable dates. afp

Monkeys in zoos could prefer sounds of traffic because they sound similar to some of the 
monkeys’ natural means of communication. afp

Hermit crabs have resorted to trash for shells in Thailand. MU KOH LaNTa NaTIONaL paRK/afp



Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Theater section
  5 Messy one
  9 “Time is money,” e.g.
 14 One who raised Cain
 15 South American nation
 16 More urgent
 17 Rural road sign?
 20 Prefix with “type”
 21 Big-eared equine
 22 Charlie Brown cry
 23 Haunted-house resident
 26 Tiny pond plant
 28 Faux chocolate
 30 Kind of show or band
 34 Sphere
 37 Washingtons in the wallet
 39 Without accompanists
 40 Where ballots are cast
 44 Small ornamental cases
 45 Tailor’s junction
 46 Tightrope-walker’s safeguard
 47 With conviction
 49 Use a dragnet
 52 Tourney rank
 54 Gather and bind grain

 57 Give off, as light
 60 Private eye, slangily
 62 Sir, in Africa
 64 Refugee’s request
 68 Like some Disney musicals
 69 Certain gem
 70 Continental dollar
 71 Vampire killer
 72 Tranquility exercise
 73 Foul smell
DOWN
  1 Reindeer-herding Finn
  2 Aromas
  3 Rapid courtly dance
  4 Ipecac, e.g.
  5 Aroma-therapy setting
  6 Voided tennis play
  7 Whale like Willy
  8 Bodily sac
  9 Televised spots
 10 Prime Minister before Gladstone
 11 Delivery from the fat lady
 12 Chap
 13 Bits of work
 18 Mrs. Dithers of the comics
 19 Christiania, nowadays
 24 Collar straightener

 25 Ice picker-uppers
 27 No-see-um
 29 Assailed on all sides
 31 Cow’s hurdle, in rhyme
 32 “Green Gables” girl
 33 Cardinal’s quarters
 34 “Speak your piece” piece
 35 Learning by repetition
 36 Word with “moon” or “ribbon”
 38 Constellation components
 41 Compact item
 42 Land surrounded by water
 43 Asian domestic
 48 Hairy humanoid
 50 Spiders’ creations
 51 Barrister
 53 Duck that’s not a duck
 55 Hold in high regard
 56 Accustom to hardship (Var.)
 57 Poetry on a grand theme
 58 Helena is its cap.
 59 Pelvic bones
 61 Mafia muck-a-muck
 63 Out of control
 65 Plumbing fitting
 66 Drop back
 67 Chicken ___ king

“PO BOYS” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution
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T
He Philippines boasts 
one of the world’s 
longest Christmas 
seasons, kicking off 

in September with fairy lights 
and artificial trees decorating 
malls, festive tunes on the ra-
dio and party-packed calen-
dars.

but the coronavirus pan-
demic looks set to be the grinch 
that spoils the four-month-
long celebration this year.

Gatherings are banned, 
night-time curfews are in 
force, church attendance is 
limited, and many are broke 
after measures to contain the 
virus devastated the economy 
and left millions jobless. 

Philippine crooner Jose 
mari Chan, whose song 
Christmas In Our Hearts her-
alds the start of the festivities 
when it hits the airwaves on 
September 1, summed it up: 
“Sadness surrounds us.”

Family get-togethers, kara-
oke parties and lavish spend-
ing on gifts, which usually 
mark the countdown to Christ-
mas, have been upended. 

but despite the bleak con-
ditions, fiesta-loving Filipi-
nos say they are determined 
to stop the virus from stealing 
all their Christmas cheer.

“With or without Covid we 
have to celebrate Christmas 
whatever it takes, this is a Fili-
pino tradition,” said Cecilia 
moore, wearing a mandatory 
mask as she paid 2,500 pesos 
($52) for festive lights to dec-
orate her home. 

Her husband temporarily 
lost his job on an oil tanker 
when the country went into 
lockdown in march, hurting 
the family’s finances. 

but moore said she needed 
something colourful to dispel 
the gloom hanging over her 
family.

“even though times are 
hard, we still buy lanterns to 
make us happy,” the 32-year-
old said.

It is not clear why Filipinos 
start celebrating Christmas in 
September – months before 

most other countries – but 
sociologist Yellowbelle Du-
aqui said it could be cultural: 
they love to party.

“Filipino hospitality is 
known to be the best in the 
world . . . we love to enter-
tain,” she said.

Jeffrey Lopez, who makes 
festive lights in San Fernan-
do near manila, said he has 
been flat out since reopening 
in August after a two-month 
shutdown.

Sales reach 40,000 pesos a 
day and more than twice that 
on weekends – similar to pre-
pandemic levels.

“It feels as though Covid 
has not hit us,” Lopez told 
AFP at his workshop, where 
colourful lights in the shape 
of reindeer, Santa Claus and 
his sleigh, and even the eiffel 
Tower are lined up outside.  

“nothing, not even the 
pandemic, can stop the com-
ing of Christmas.” 

‘Generosity and kindness’ 
but many retailers are suf-

fering this season. 
normally packed shopping 

malls – the centre of com-
munity life – are quieter than 
usual as people stay home for 
fear of catching a virus that 
has infected nearly 400,000 in 
the country. 

Some shops are boarded 
up and many of those that are 

open offer steep discounts of 
50-70 per cent.

“A lot of people lost a lot of 
money and it’s not that easy 
to recover that,” said roehla-
no briones, a senior research 
fellow at the state-run Phil-
ippine Institute for Develop-
ment Studies.

Christmas festivities during 
the so-called “ber months” – 
which refers to the Septem-
ber-December months end-
ing in -ber – normally drive up 
consumer spending by about 
12-18 per cent in the fourth 
quarter compared with other 
quarters, briones said.

The trend will continue this 
year “but it will be subdued”, 
he added.

many household budgets 
have also been drained by the 
loss of monthly remittances 
from relatives working abroad 
after they lost their jobs due 
to the global health crisis. 

The crooner Chan, describ-
ing himself as a “little drum-
mer boy who heralds the ad-
vent of the Christmas season”, 
said the pandemic served as a 
reminder to Filipinos of “what 
really matters”. 

“There are a lot of our 
brothers who are out of work, 
who are hungry,” he told AFP. 

“These ber months should 
awaken in us that sense of 
generosity and kindness to-
wards them.” AFP

Shoppers watching the lighting ceremony of an 18m-tall Christmas tree at the Mall of Asia in Manila. AFP

Despite the bleak conditions, fiesta-loving Filipinos say they are determined 
to stop the virus from stealing all their Christmas cheer. AFP

Festive Filipinos trying 
to save Christmas from 
clutches of Covid-19



Email: socialite@phnompenhpost.comSocialite14 THE PHNOM PENH POST  November 9, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

ph
ot

o
s 

sU
pp

LI
ED

Cambodia Post Bank Plc (CPBank) was named the “Best Bank for Women Entrepreneurs” by the International Finance Corporation (IFC) 
and SME Finance Forum on October 27. The bank was recognised for providing innovative financial services to entrepreneurs and local 
communities, particularly to businesswomen across the Kingdom. CPBank CEO Toch Chaochek said:” CPBank beat more than 200 national 
and international financial institutions from 140 countries that competed in the competition to win the award. It was not easy to win 
considering what our country has faced in 2020.” SME Finance Forum CEO Matthew Gamser added: “We hope that the winners of this global 
SME award will inspire SMEs around the world to learn from their excellent experience with this excellent achievement. This outstanding 
award gives the winners the opportunity to present themselves on the international stage and to inspire a wider learning among their 
business partners.”

Cambodia Post Bank recognised as the ‘best 
financial institution for women entrepreneurs’

The Post Flood Relief Campaign gathered even more momentum with Yi Sang Restaurant The Garden 
Toul Kork – part of the Almond Hospitality Group – joining the initiative. The Phnom Penh Post’s commercial 
manager Chap Narith presented a collection box to general manager Phauk Srey Touch last Tuesday.
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Yi Sang steps in for those in need 
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Atletico madrid go to top spot as 
messi rescues barca off the bench

burns holds slim lead at Houston 
open as Day, Johnson stay in hunt

A
tletico madrid jumped 
to the top of la liga on Sat-
urday with a 4-0 thrashing 
of cadiz after lionel messi 

came on at half-time to rescue bar-
celona against real betis.

Atletico claimed first place, ahead 
of real Sociedad on goal difference, 
with the excellent Joao Felix scoring 
twice in another impressive victory 
for Diego Simeone’s side. 

luis Suarez and marcos llorente 
were also on target as Atletico made 
it five wins and two draws from their 
opening seven games and under-
lined their status as genuine title 
contenders.

they have scored 17 goals and 
conceded just two in that time.

After the international break, Atle-
ti play at home to barcelona, when 
Suarez and Antoine Griezmann will 
be up against their former clubs.

but while Suarez has enjoyed a 
superb start for Atletico, scoring five 
goals already, Griezmann continues 
to struggle in the shadow of messi at 
camp nou.

messi had been rested by ronald 
Koeman but was thrown on with 
the game in the balance after Griez-
mann missed a penalty, before be-
tis’ Antonio Sanabria cancelled out 
ousmane Dembele’s opener. 

Within four minutes of his intro-
duction, messi gave Griezmann an 
open goal with a superb dummy and 
then scored twice himself, the first a 
penalty that saw betis’ Aissa mandi 
sent off for a handball on the line. 

in between, loren moron had 
given betis brief hope but messi’s 
second and a late strike from Pedri 
ensured barcelona ended their four-
match winless run and climbed to 
eighth in la liga. 

messi also gave a resounding an-
swer to those suggesting his perfor-
mances this season have been evi-
dence of decline. 

“leo finished the match against 
Kiev with some problems,” said Koe-
man. “He wasn’t in a position to play 
in the first half but we talked about 

him being on the bench and said he 
would come on if he felt good. 

“He’s a player who in principle al-
ways plays, but today he didn’t be-
cause of some minor problems.”

Griezmann also got his goal with 
messi on the pitch but was unable 
to prove a point without him.

Gloomy Griezmann
Despite a lively opening half an 

hour, Griezmann missed a penalty 
before messi scored his and Griez-
mann was eventually substituted, 
pictured sat in the stands with a 

gloomy expression while barca 
romped to victory. 

“i hope he continues to work like 
he is working,” said Koeman. “to 
miss opportunities you have to be 
there. We must highlight his char-
acter, to keep working. He knows 
perfectly well that he has missed a 
penalty, and some chances, but it 
means he is always there to score.”

barca broke through after 22 min-
utes when Dembele cut inside onto 
his left foot before hammering a fin-
ish past claudio bravo for his first 
league goal in 13 months. 

mandi conceded a penalty after 
sliding in on Ansu but Griezmann 
missed, a tame shot easily saved by 
bravo, before betis scored, Sanabria 
finishing after cristian tello had 
again surged clear down the left. 

messi came on and four minutes 
later barca were ahead, the Argen-
tinian scuttling to meet Jordi Alba’s 
cross at the front post, only to step 
over the ball, fooling his marker and 
the goalkeeper, to leave Griezmann 
with an open net. 

messi made it 3-1 with a penalty, 
won after his pass had set up Dem-

bele for a shot that was blocked on 
the line by the arm of mandi, who 
was sent off. 

moron gave betis hope with 17 
minutes left but messi made sure, 
latching onto Sergi roberto’s flick 
and smashing in his second and 
barca’s fourth. Pedri made it five in 
injury-time. 

Sevilla later beat osasuna 1-0 
thanks to a penalty from lucas oca-
mpos, that moves them up to 11th.

it is only the second time Sevilla 
have managed back-to-back wins 
this season. afp

SAm burns fired a two-under par 68 
on Saturday at the Houston open to 
maintain a one-stroke lead heading 
into the final round of the US PGA 
tour event in texas.

the 24-year-old sits at nine-under 
201 for a one-shot cushion over Aus-
tralia’s Jason Day and carlos ortiz 
of mexico at the difficult memorial 
Park Golf course.

“i think this golf course, it’s not a 
matter of if, it it’s a matter of when 
this golf course will hit you,” burns 
said. “i think for me, just being able 
to hang in there.”

Day, who will turn 33 next week, 
and ortiz both shot a three-under 
67s to reach eight-under 202.

Austria’s Sepp Straka was one shot 
back in fourth after a 66 as both he 
and burns are seeking their first 
PGA tour titles.

With the global pandemic still 
gripping the US, organisers are us-
ing the Houston open as a testing 
ground for the return of spectators 
with some 2,000 a day being allowed 
on the grounds.

World no1 Dustin Johnson, who is 
playing in his first event since get-
ting the coronavirus and missing 
october tournaments, was alone in 
fifth place after shooting a second 
straight 66. He had an uncharacter-
istic 72 in his opening round.

South Africa’s two-time european 
tour winner Dawie van der Walt and 
Aaron Wise of the United States were 
tied for sixth at five-under 205, four 
shots back of burns.

Day has been battling some health 
issues of late but his play this week 

has been very consistent.
“right now i’m in contention, i’m 

one back going into tomorrow’s 
round, so it’s positive in regards to 
how i feel like i’m playing,” Day said. 
“i think the golf swing is holding up 
quite nicely and the body is, too.”

burns, ranked 179th in the world, 
opened his round with back-to-back 
bogeys on the second and third holes 
but clawed that back with a birdie on 
the par-four no 4 and an eagle on the 
par-five eighth, where he chipped in 
from a greenside bunker.

“i kind of necked the tee shot, but 
fortunately it stayed in the first cut,” 
burns said.

He had two more bogeys on the 
ninth and the 11th holes and then 
finished strong with three birdies in 
a four hole stretch, beginning at the 
par-four 13th. 

burns landed his 181-yard approach 
shot on the 14th just two feet from the 
cup then made the easy putt.

He two-putted for birdie on 16 af-
ter landing a 230-yard second shot 
onto the green. afp

KentUcKY Derby winner Authentic, 
trained by bob baffert and ridden by 
John velazquez, won the $6 million 
breeders’ cup classic on Saturday at 
Keeneland in lexington, Kentucky.

baffert notched his 17th breeders’ 
cup victory and his fourth in the 
classic while velazquez claimed his 
18th breeders’ cup victory but his 
first in the classic.

the duo had teamed earlier in the 
day for a victory in the Filly & mare 
Sprint with Gamine.

tiz the law, winner of the bel-
mont Stakes in June and runner-up 
to Authentic in the Kentucky Derby 
in a year that saw the triple crown 
year reshuffled amid the coronavi-
rus pandemic, broke smartly, but he 
couldn’t get the jump on Authentic, 
who went straight to a lead he never 
relinquished.

on the far turn, 25-1 shot Global 
campaign made the first run at Au-
thentic with baffert’s improbable 
looping up three wide.   

in the stretch, Authentic expand-
ed his lead and was well clear at the 
eighth pole and not threatened by 

improbable who overtook Global 
campaign by a length for second.   

Global campaign was third by two 
lengths over tacitus.

“it’s incredible,” said velazquez, 
whose first classic win came on his 
20th try. “thanks God and the whole 
team. the older i get the more emo-
tional i get.

“it worked out perfect. bob said 
to take him to the lead so he doesn’t 
wander so much and keep his mind 
on running. it worked out. He did 
everything i wanted him to do.”

baffert said Authentic, at the end 
of his three-year-old campaign, was 
“catching up with” his older compe-
tition.

“that’s what they do at this time 
of year,” baffert said. “What a horse. 
He’s the real deal.

“i tell you what, i needed that, 
didn’t i?” added baffert, who has 
been under scrutiny in 2020 after 
four of his horses ran afoul of anti-
doping regulations in incidents that 
have prompted the superstar trainer 
to vow this week to run “a tighter 
ship.” afp

K Derby winner Authentic 
wins breeders’ cup classic

Barcelona forward Lionel Messi came on at half-time to rescue Barcelona against Real Betis and end a four-match winless run. afp

Sam Burns fired a 68 to keep a slim lead 
at the Houston Open. afp
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United’s Solskjaer fumes over schedule, 
calls everton kick-off time an ‘absolute joke’
o

le Gunnar Solskjaer de-
scribed the scheduling 
of manchester United’s 
match against everton 

on Saturday as an “absolute joke” 
as Chelsea pummelled Sheffield 
United 4-1 to climb to third in the 
Premier league.

United eased the pressure on their 
under-fire manager with a 3-1 win 
in the early kick-off at Goodison 
Park but the norwegian vented his 
fury at league chiefs after picking up 
fresh injuries.

Crystal Palace beat leeds 4-1 to 
make it three defeats in four for 
marcelo bielsa’s men before Frank 
lampard’s Chelsea came from be-
hind thump Sheffield United by the 
same scoreline.

The main focus on Saturday was 
on whether United could bounce 
back after successive defeats, which 
raised fresh doubts over Solskjaer’s 
position at the club.

United only returned from their 
embarrassing Champions league 
loss against Istanbul basaksehir 
in the early hours of Thursday yet 
had to kick off at Goodison Park at 
12:30pm on Saturday.

bruno Fernandes scored twice 
and new signing edinson Cavani 
opened his account as United came 
from behind to beat the early-sea-
son pacesetters.

but Solskjaer blamed the quick 
turnaround for injuries to luke Shaw 
(hamstring), victor lindelof (back) 
and marcus rashford (shoulder).

“How can you expect players to 
perform to the best of their ability 
when you send them out at 12:30? 
Absolute joke,” he said.

“our players were set up to fail to-
day with the schedule,” he added. “I 
pushed my club to really fight the kick-
off time on this one to give us at least 
half a chance but it was quashed.”

United, who started the match a 
lowly 15th in the table, showed grit 
and style as they recovered from go-
ing behind to a bernard goal in the 
19th minute.

Fernandes was the standout player 
for the 20-times champions, thriv-
ing in a creative midfield role in the 
absence of the benched Paul Pogba.

The Portuguese powered a head-
er from a luke Shaw cross past a 
flailing Jordan Pickford and scored 

again when an intended cross for 
rashford was missed by the eng-
land international and the ball crept 
in off the far post.

Former Paris Saint-Germain strik-
er Cavani made the points safe with 
a goal deep into stoppage time.

The victory at the home of Carlo 
Ancelotti’s team was United’s sev-
enth straight Premier league away 
win – in sharp contrast to their woe-
ful home form.

everton, who topped the Premier 
league table earlier this season, 
have now suffered three consecutive 
league defeats.

Chelsea romp
Chelsea have hit their stride af-

ter their expensive summer rebuild 
and are now just one point behind 
Southampton and liverpool, who 
play manchester City on Sunday.

lampard’s team, now unbeaten in 

six Premier league matches, went 
behind early at Stamford bridge 
when David mcGoldrick’s neat flick 
put Sheffield United in front.

but they hit back quickly, with 
england forward Tammy Abraham 
slotting home from mateo Kovacic’s 
cutback, and ben Chilwell put Chel-
sea in front just past the half-hour.

brazilian veteran Thiago Silva 
bagged his first Chelsea goal to put 
the blues 3-1 up before Timo Werner 
blasted past Aaron ramsdale to put 
the home side in total control.

“We are third,” a delighted lam-
pard told Sky Sports. “The players 
are the ones who deliver and de-
serve that first credit. They were 
amazing, all of them today. The 
balance of the team was good and 
it’s nice to see. We must continue. 
I really enjoyed watching it but I 
know how football is.”

leeds’ fine start to their first top-
flight season after a 16-year absence 
is fading fast as they conceded four 
for the second time in a week at 
Crystal Palace.

Goals from Scott Dann and 
eberechi eze gave Palace a 2-0 lead 
before Patrick bamford pulled one 
back. but an own goal from leeds 
winger Helder Costa restored the 
home side’s two-goal cushion and 
Jordan Ayew completed the rout in 
the second half.

There was late drama as West Ham 
beat Fulham 1-0 at the london Sta-
dium.

Tomas Soucek scored the only goal 
in stoppage time, but the Hammers 
were grateful to a shocking penalty 
miss from Ademola lookman with 
the last kick of the game to take all 
three points.

lookman tried a ‘Panenka’ but 
scuffed his shot and lukasz Fabian-
ski had time to get back to his feet 
and save. afp

CoACH Dave rennie insisted 
he wouldn’t be getting car-
ried away after the Wallabies 
stunned the All blacks, but 
admitted to being excited by 
where he might take his new-
look team.

In a major shock, Australia 

edged new Zealand 24-22 
Saturday in a breathless Tri 
nations clash at brisbane, just 
a week after an embarrassing 
43-5 bloodbath in Sydney.

It restored some credibil-
ity to a side widely flayed for 
their error-strewn Sydney 

performance, with rennie’s 
gamble on three debutants 
and moving reece Hodge 
from his usual wing or full-
back position to flyhalf play-
maker paying off.

Australia had already lost 
the bledisloe Cup for an 18th 
straight year before Saturday, 
but managed to emerge from 
the four-game series with a 
win, a draw and two losses.

rennie, who took over from 
michael Cheika after last 
year’s World Cup, said it was 
crushing to miss out again on 
the trans-Tasman trophy and 
they must build on Saturday’s 
win.

“What it tells us is that if 
we work hard enough for 
each other we can get results 
against anyone,” he said.

“but it doesn’t count for 
much unless we back it up 
against Argentina in a couple 
of weeks.”

While the win doesn’t pa-
per over the cracks exposed 

in the past two Tests, rennie 
was encouraged by the de-
buts of winger Tom Wright, 
who scored a try with his first 
touch in international rugby, 
and lachie Swinton, despite 
the hulking flanker being sent 
off for a high tackle.

“We’re trying to grow our 
game. There’s a lot of stuff we 
haven’t had time to do be-
cause of the [Covid] situation, 
so [I’m] excited about where 
we can take this team,” said 
rennie. 

“but we’re not going to get 
carried away. It was a great 
performance, but we’ve got to 
keep building on that.”

Young prop Angus bell also 
made an impact off the bench 
in his first game.

‘Driving factor’
“It’s a good start for them 

and we expect that, we want 
to make that the norm,” skip-
per michael Hooper said of 
the newcomers.

“We make no bones about 
where we want to go as a team 
and those guys are going to be 
a big driving factor in that.

“So bottling that feeling 
and pushing each other and 
demanding more out of each 
other, which the young guys 
have brought and vice-versa 
from the top-down, is going 
to be important to go where 
want to go.”

Australian media were 
impressed, with the Syd-
ney Morning Herald saying: 
“First win of new Wallabies 
era points to brighter future,” 
while The Australian called 
the victory “one of the great 
turnarounds of Australian 
rugby”.

The Wallabies have a week’s 
break before resuming Tri 
nations action against Argen-
tina while new Zealand must 
regroup to face the Pumas on 
Saturday in Sydney, their fifth 
Test since october 11.

Coach Ian Foster called the 

brisbane defeat “messy”, with 
the All blacks also reduced 
to 14 men in the first half af-
ter ofa Tu’ungafasi was red-
carded for the same offence 
as Swinton.

“It’s not nice losing. It was 
a game we still had a chance 
in over the last part,” he told 
reporters.

“We just had to hold some 
composure, but we just gave 
up too many soft penalties re-
ally – one with a yellow card 
and another two or three to 
give kickable penalties.

“We’ve got to learn from 
that.”

Captain Sam Cane credited 
Australia for showing more 
passion at a ground where 
they have traditionally done 
well. The Wallabies have now 
won their last seven Tests at 
Suncorp Stadium.

“It’s a bit of a reality check. 
We’ll have a hard look at our-
selves and have to get a lot bet-
ter next week,” he said. afp

In a major shock, Australia edged New Zealand 24-22 Saturday in a 
breathless Tri Nations clash at Brisbane. afp

Manchester United’s manager blamed league officials for an early start he says led to several injuries. afp

rennie realistic, ‘excited’, after Wallabies stun All blacks
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