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Ministries prepare to burn 
540 tonnes of illicit goods
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Long Kimmarita

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen on 
Wednesday said he had test-
ed negative for Covid-19, a 
day after meeting Hungarian 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
Peter Szijjarto.

Szijjarto was confirmed Covid-19 
positive in Thailand following a one-
day visit in Cambodia on Tuesday.   

In a Facebook post, the prime min-
ister said he and 17 others at his resi-
dence including his wife, bodyguards 
and drivers had tested negative.

“Although I have not contracted 
Covid-19, I will self-quarantine for 14 
days as advised by doctors,” he said.    

Cambodian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Coopera-
tion said in a press release that all the 
Hungarian delegates had undergone 
testing and had medical certificates 
to prove they did not have Covid-19 
before arriving in Cambodia.  

Upon arrival in Bangkok, the delega-
tion tested positive for coronavirus. 

“Upon receiving the information 
the Cambodian government decided 
that all officials who had direct con-

tact with the delegates will be tested 
for Covid-19 and put in isolation as 
mandated by the Ministry of Health.”

Meanwhile, several Cambodian 
ministers and senior officials are being 
quarantined after meeting Szijjarto. 

Minister of Commerce Pan Sorasak, 
who met with Szijjarto, told The Post 
on Wednesday he tested for Covid-19 
and was waiting to get a result. He self-
quarantined as advised by doctors. 

“I will delay work for some time 
to quarantine. We follow the guid-
ance of the health ministry to en-
sure safety,” he said.

Minister of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries Veng Sakhon told The 
Post on Wednesday: “I was in a prov-
ince when I received the news. I am 
in hurry to go back to Phnom Penh 
to be tested and quarantined.”

National Bank of Cambodia 
director-general Chea Serey, who 
was in close contact with Szijjarto, 
wrote in a Facebook post that she 
was very concerned about the safe-
ty of those around her. Her staff 
were also asked to take the neces-
sary steps to ensure the safety of 
their family and the public. 

“It is really unfortunate news and 
I wish him [Szijjarto] a speedy re-
covery. As far as I am concerned, my 
children and I have tested ourselves 
and are waiting for the result. In the 
meantime, my entire household will 
stay in quarantine until we no longer 
pose a public health risk,” she said.

Szijjarto also met foreign minister 
Prak Sokhonn, National Assembly 
member Sous Yara, Minister of Wa-
ter Resources and Meteorology Lim 
Kean Hor and Minister in charge of 
the State Secretariat of Civil Aviation 
(SSCA) Mao Havanall.

PM Covid-19 negative after visit

Rong Chhun’s arrest lawful, UN told
Niem Chheng

THE ministries of Justice and Interior 
have brushed off concerns raised by UN 
special rapporteurs over the allegedly 
arbitrary arrest of activist Rong Chhun.

In an October 30 letter sent through 
the “Permanent Mission of the King-
dom of Cambodia to the UN Office 
and other International Organisa-
tions at Geneva”, the ministries said 

Chhun’s arrest complied with Cam-
bodian laws and that his statement 
concerning border demarcation 
with Vietnam sought to mislead the 
public and cause social chaos.

The letter was shared by the UN 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (OHCHR) on November 4 and 
came following an October 17 com-
munication letter from four UN spe-
cial rapporteurs, including Rhona 

Smith, and the UN Working Group 
on Arbitrary Detention.

In the joint letter, the UN human 
rights officials sought information 
from the government on the legal 
basis of Chhun’s arrest. They said 
they had received information that 
Chhun was arrested on the night of 
July 31 by around 30 men in plain-
clothes without an arrest warrant. 
The arrest, they added, came after 

Chhun had voiced concern over a 
report of land encroachment along 
the Cambodia-Vietnam border.

  They said Chhun’s speech did not 
violate Article 19 of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR) which states: “Everyone shall 
have the right to hold opinions with-
out interference”. 

Last gasp
People look at a dead pilot whale on a beach in Panadura on November 3, 2020. Rescuers and volunteers were racing since November 2 to save about 100 pilot whales 
stranded on Sri Lanka’s western coast in the island nation’s biggest-ever mass beaching. AFP

Europe in 
lockdown, 
recession 
fears grow
NEW lockdowns across Europe will 
seriously affect a nascent economic 
recovery, but not hurt as badly as dur-
ing the first coronavirus wave last 
spring, top officials said on Tuesday.

“The . . . containment measures will 
evidently have an impact on econom-
ic activity,” the EU’s economic affairs 
commissioner Paolo Gentiloni said.

“But there are some reasons to 
believe that the impact could be 
smaller than in spring,” he added.

However, Gentiloni cautioned that 
forecasts were very difficult to make 
given the unpredictable progression 
of the coronavirus that has infected 
over 10 million people in Europe.

Klaus Regling, the head of the euro-
zone’s bailout fund European Stability 
Mechanism, said the deterioration of 
the health situation “has substantially 
increased the risks of a double dip 
recession” in the 19 countries that use 
the euro single currency.

The officials spoke after a meeting 
of eurozone finance ministers who 
urged quick approval of a massive EU 
stimulus package that is blocked in 
negotiations between European Par-
liament and member states.

Eurogroup chief Paschal Donohoe 
pushed member states and MEPs to 
maintain a “unity of purpose” to 
swiftly agree the package.

It is “an urgent priority for all of us 
because of its crucial importance in 
supporting economic recovery in the 
coming years,” said Donohoe who is 
also the Irish finance minister.

Official data last week showed that 
the eurozone economy soared by 
12.7 per cent in the third quarter.

The figure was historic, but it fol-
lows an equally unprecedented col-
lapse of 11.8 per cent from April to 
June as a result of pandemic. AFPCoNtINued – Page 2



Boat deaths 
spur police  
to train water  
traffic force

BOAT accidents killed 12 
people and injured eight 
in the first 10 months of 

this year. The total number of ac-
cidents reached 21, an increase 
of three compared to the same 
period last year, according to a 
report from the National Police. 

Phnom Penh municipal 
Department of Traffic Police and 
Public Order Heng Chan Theary 
told The Post on Wednesday the 
accidents were mainly caused 
by high-speed drivers, a lack of 
lights at night and poor weather. 

To reduce waterway ac-
cidents, Chan Theary said the 
National Police were training 
water traffic police from Phnom 
Penh and 16 provinces. 

He said a total of 50 trainees 
came from the department as 
well as the water traffic police. 

National Police deputy 
chief Him Yan, who presided 
over the five-day training 
programme on November 2, 
said the trainees will obtain 
knowledge on important top-
ics, including navigation safety, 
the use of flags, emergency 
response, driving techniques 
and geography.

“Water traffic police must 
have technical skills and legal 
knowledge,” he said. 

Yan said the knowledge will 
hopefully form a foundation 
for reducing water traffic ac-
cidents in Phnom Penh and the 
provinces. Voun Dara

Continued from page 1

They also expressed concern 
that the arrest might not meet 
the standard of “in flagrante 
delicto”, which means Chhun 
was not caught in the act of com-
mitting a crime. 

“Please provide information 
on the factual and legal basis 
for the arrest and detention of 
Rong Chhun, and how these 
are compatible with interna-
tional human rights norms 
and standards related to the 
right to freedom of expression 
and right to take part in public 
affairs,” the joint letter said. 

“Please provide further 
information on the compati-
bility of the arrest with the 
right to liberty and security of 
person, including being 
informed at the time of arrest 
for the reasons of his arrest.”

 In response, the interior min-
istry said Chhun was arrested in 
the presence of a deputy pros-
ecutor attached to the Phnom 
Penh Municipal Court. 

The interior ministry said 
Chhun made a statement and a 
video describing his activities 
along the border with the intent 
of inciting social disorder and 
chaos and causing a serious 
upheaval affecting national 
security and public order.

The police are obliged to main-
tain social security and public 
order for the sake of national 
interest and peace, it said. 

The justice ministry said 
Chhun’s arrest adhered to the 
Kingdom’s Criminal Code. Cit-
ing the justification of the court, 
it said Chhun had fabricated 
information about demarca-
tion at the Cambodia-Vietnam 
border with a goal of mislead-
ing public opinion and instigat-
ing social disorder and upheav-
al affecting national security.

“The content of the materials 
that Rong Chhun had dissemi-
nated deceitfully seeks to con-
fuse national and international 
opinions as well as to cause 
social chaos,” the justice minis-
try said.
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Ministry: Rong Chhun 
intended to incite 
social disorder, chaos

Illegal land grabbing 
on rise as prices soar
Nov Sivutha

I
LLeGAL land grab cases 
are on the rise in pro-
tected areas as land pric-
es have soared and the 

development of the agricul-
tural and agro-industrial sec-
tors has ballooned, Ministry 
of environment spokesman 
neth Pheaktra said. 

“In 1964, Cambodia was 
73 per cent forest land with 
a population of only 5.7 mil-
lion. but in 2018, the country 
was 46.86 per cent forest land 
– 8.5 million hectares – with a 
population of 16 million,” he 
said. 

Pheaktra said the lost land 
has been turned into planta-
tion or for housing. 

“Development has put pres-
sure on natural resources. 
Through the national Council 
for Sustainable Development, 
we prepared the national en-
vironment Strategy and Ac-
tion Plan 2016-2023 to man-
age and reduce impacts on 
the environment,” he said.

He said the ministry has 
been implementing orders 
of a  July 3 Cabinet meeting 
where Prime Minister Hun 
Sen instructed the ministries 
of environment; Land Man-
agement, Urban Planning 
and Construction; and Agri-
culture, Forestry and Fisher-
ies to compile information 
on illegally occupied land to 

possibly allocate the land to 
locals. 

“This is the right decision 
leading to solutions to land 
problems in our protected 
areas. When people have long 
occupied land and relied on 
it for their livelihoods, we will 
allocate the land to them.

“We are reaching the point 
of solving land problems in 
natural protected areas de-
cisively. We mark boundar-
ies clearly and do whatever it 
takes to protect those areas. 
This is effective in stopping 
illegal land encroachments,” 
he said.

Pen bunna, the local com-
munity empowerment pro-
gramme officer at rights 
group Adhoc, said forest 
land has long been cleared 
by some rich and powerful 

people for private ownership. 
Relevant state institutions are 
the ones to take responsibility 
for those cases, he said.  

“If we just talk about it, it is 
not enough because our coun-
try has clear laws. encroaching 
on forest land for private own-
ership must carry penalties. 
At the same time, the relevant 
ministries and institutions 
have to use the law to revoke or 
condemn individuals for en-
croaching on state land. 

“The Forestry Laws state 
criminals have to take respon-
sibility and repay the damage 
to the forest and restore it to 
its original state,” he said.

Mondulkiri forest activist 
Kroeung Tola said some cor-
rupt officials have turned a 
blind eye to encroachment 
on state forest land. 

Environment ministry spokesman Neth Pheaktra. hong menea

Protesters have requested that the government release Rong Chhun, 
who was arrested for allegedly causing social chaos. hean rangsey



Niem Chheng

C
ambodian Human 
Rights Committee 
(CHRC) president 
Keo Remy said peo-

ple should focus on the 
impacts of floods and Covid-
19 rather than holding protests 
and causing chaos to society.

Remy made the remarks 
during a recent meeting with 
Pradeep Wagle, a representa-
tive of the Office of the UN High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights (OHCHR), to discuss co-
operation between CHRC and 
the UN body about the cur-
rent human rights situation in 
Cambodia, according to CHRC 
spokesman Chin Malin.

“The CHRC told him [Wa-
gle] that we have to work to-
gether now and not protest 
and cause chaos in the soci-
ety. What we should do is help 
people in need of assistance 
amid floods and Covid-19. 
This will support rights to life 
and economic rights during 
and after the floods.

“[Wagle] agreed and said 
he participated in dealing 
with floods by visiting flood-
ed prisons and had provided 
aid,” Malin said.

Wagle told The Post that the 
OHCHR was working with the 
UN country team, the gov-
ernment, and other non-UN 
agencies to collectively seek 
solutions and coordinate re-
sponses by identifying prior-
ity needs. 

He said the UN country 
team had visited three flood-
impacted prisons in Phnom 
Penh in October to assess the 
situation of detainees.

 “UN Human Rights is en-
gaged in a constructive discus-
sion concerning recent human 
rights and legislative devel-
opments. UN Human Rights 
will continue to work with the 
CHRC and the Cambodian gov-
ernment to ensure the human 
rights of its people are respect-
ed,” Wagle wrote in an email.

Asked about the recent ar-
rests of political and environ-
mental activists, Remy told 

Wagle that legal action was 
taken to ensure peace, stabil-
ity and social order. He said 
the aim is to stop protests or-
ganised by an illegal group.

Remy and Wagle also dis-
cussed a draft law on a Nation-
al Human Rights Institution 
which is in the consultation 
process with participation 
from the OHCHR and the 
Asia-Pacific Forum.

Wagle wrote: “UN Human 
Rights will continue engaging 
with the CHRC, civil society 
and other stakeholders to en-
sure the process is consulta-
tive, inclusive and represents 
diverse views of Cambodian 
society in line with relevant in-
ternational standards, in par-
ticular the Paris Principles.”

Malin said the meeting also 
touched on establishing a da-
tabase to record and tracking 
and reporting on the imple-
mentation of human rights 
recommendations given by 
international human rights 
groups. He said the database is 
being developed. 

Soth Koemsoeun

THE ministries of Interior and 
Justice are set to destroy over 
540 tonnes of unauthorised 
products and illegal medicines 
in Phnom Penh’s Dangkor dis-
trict on Thursday.

Justice minister Koeut Rith will 
ceremoniously light up 533 
tonnes of unapproved products 
and 7.7 tonnes of illegal medi-
cines that have been seized by 
the interior ministry’s Counter 
Counterfeit Committee (CCC), 
as pursuant to a municipal court 
order, the CCC said in a press 
release dated November 3.

The event will take place at the 
Dangkor dumpsite in Choeung 
Ek commune in the presence of 
ministry officials, representa-
tives of relevant institutions, 
diplomats, local authorities, 
civil servants and the private 
sector, the CCC said.

Justice ministry spokesman 
Chin Malin declined to com-
ment on November 4, referring 
questions to CCC officials.

Tan Sokvichea, the head of 
the CCC Secretariat, declined 
to reveal a specific timeframe 
for the raids linked to the sei-

zures of the contraband or pro-
vide additional information.

Cambodian E-commerce Fed-
eration president Ley Sopheap 
welcomed the CCC’s move, laud-
ing its continued joint crack-
downs with relevant authorities 
in the fight against counterfeits.

He stressed the importance of 
active community participation 
in the campaign, especially 
from would-be sellers, buyers 
and traffickers of the goods.

Unscrupulous business prac-
tices – such as fraud in quality 
and quantity and price gouging 

– will put consumers at consid-
erable risk, he warned.

“Traders and those who 
import the goods to the market 
ought to learn about the law 
and ethics and be aware of how 
the sale of illegitimate or faulty 
goods impacts consumers.

“I’ve started a free course 
that touches on the laws con-
cerning the traffic of such 
goods. Those wanting to join 
are always welcome to come 
in and help spread the knowl-
edge among Cambodian trad-
ers,” he said.

National 
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CNCC urges justice for dead newborn
Soth Koemsoeun

THE Cambodia National 
Council for Children (CNCC) 
has strongly condemned the 
unknown perpetrators who 
abandoned a newborn baby in 
a cardboard box in Phnom 
Penh. The baby, believed to be 
under two weeks old, was 
found dead in Daun Penh dis-
trict’s Srah Chak commune on 
November 1. 

The CNCC issued a state-
ment on November 3, saying 
that the council as well as the 
public are deeply saddened by 
the incident. 

In the statement, the CNCC 
called on relevant ministries, 
institutions and units to take 

strict legal action against the 
perpetrators to prevent simi-
lar atrocities from happening 
in the future.

CNCC secretary-general 
Nhep Sopheap said on Novem-
ber 4 that authorities at all 
levels as well as the interna-
tional Child Protection Unit 
(CPU) have been searching for 
the perpetrators.

Sopheap added that the per-
petrators were irresponsible 
and lacked basic knowledge.

The secretary-general 
described them as greedy, bro-
ken-hearted people who did not 
think deeply about their actions. 
but Sopheap added that the 
crime was not related to the per-
petrators’ livelihoods.

“As for the livelihood, it is not 
a problem because we see that 
during Covid-19 and the 
floods, the government and 
generous people always help 
each other. We do not leave 
any Cambodians hungry. I 
think the problem is that some 
parents do not understand 
their role, [they have] low self-
esteem to be able to do such a 
thing,” Sopheap said.

On November 2, James 
McCabe, the director of opera-
tions at CPU, wrote on his 
Facebook page that the CPU, 
the Phnom Penh Municipal 
Police and the Technical and 
Scientific Police Department 
of the Ministry of Interior are 
investigating the case. 

CHRC says flooding, 
Covid more pressing

CHRC president Keo Remy (left) and OHCHR Representative Pradeep Wagle during a discussion on the current 
human rights situation in Cambodia. chrc

The illicit products will be burned at the Dangkor dumpsite in Phnom 
Penh’s Choeung Ek commune. hong menea

Ministries prepare to burn 
540 tonnes of illicit goods
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Orm Bunthoeurn

PHnom Penh faces a lack of 
sanitation that could create 
new viruses which affect peo-
ple’s lives around the world. 

This was the message deliv-
ered by Hun many, co-founder 
of the Cleaning Project, during 
the opening ceremony of the 
Clean Phnom Penh 2020 Cam-
paign at the national Sports 
Training Centre on november 4.

“At this point, we are faced 
with Covid-19. The question is 
whether after Covid-19 there 
will be more health problems. 
based on the assessment of 
the World Health organisation 
(WHo), as long as we main-
tain good hygiene we can pre-
vent diseases that may arise in 
the future,” he said.

many said the issue of rub-
bish collection and waste 
management is not only 
about the environment but 
also public health. 

To address the issue, the 
Clean Phnom Penh 2020 Cam-
paign has launched a new 
slogan – “Cleaning as a new 
habit” – to spread the message 
of awareness to the public 
about clean living by properly 
disposing of rubbish, creating 
a habit of new normal life as a 
form of protection, he said.

Speaking at the ceremony, 
ministry of environment sec-
retary of state Sao Sopheap 
said there are still many chal-
lenges involved in the man-
agement of solid waste in 
urban areas, although the 
ministry has tried to build and 

implement a framework of 
policies, laws and regulations.

Sopheap said Cambodian 
society is developing rapidly 
with higher economic growth 
that has led to more con-
sumption, population growth 
and the expansion of suburbs 
and urban areas, resulting in 
more solid waste.

“The amount of solid waste 
in the country has increased 
by four million tonnes per year. 
In Phnom Penh it is more than 
one million tonnes per year, 
equivalent to more than 3,000 
tonnes per day. The amount of 
plastic waste is about 20 per 
cent of the total amount of 
solid waste,” he said.

Sopheap added the ministry 
is working with the municipal 
administration, which faces a 
lot of challenges in managing 
urban solid waste, to address 
the issue by various means 
including providing small 

incinerators, rubbish trucks, 
rubbish bins and motorbikes 
transporting rubbish.

Phnom Penh deputy gover-
nor Huot Hay said in the last de-
cade, the amount of solid waste 
dumped at landfills has doubled 
from 1,100 tonnes in 2009 to 
2,700 tonnes in 2018 and more 
than 3,000 tonnes this year.

“This is the amount we have 
weighed at the actual landfill 
scale that Cintri [rubbish col-
lection firm] has collected, 
but this amount may be even 
higher because Cintri has not 
collected everything,” he said.

Hay said the municipal 
administration will prepare 
a bid for rubbish collection 
companies in Phnom Penh. 

According to the agreement 
between the environment 
ministry and the municipal 
administration, the winning 
company will collect around 
3,600 tonnes per day.

Cleaning campaign rolls outministry optimistic 
about jobs market
Long Kimmarita

m
InISTer of Labour 
and vocational 
Training Ith Sam 
Heng said the in-

crease of economic diversifica-
tion, productivity, competition 
and digital economy develop-
ment has enabled men, wom-
en, youth and many vulnerable 
people to get a healthy and safe 
job and receive benefits from 
social protection services in a 
sustainable, transparent and 
equitable way. 

Sam Heng was speaking at 
a national workshop entitled 
“Decent Work Programme 
in Cambodia 2019-2023” in 
Phnom Penh on november 3. 

“The ministry will encour-
age the practice of a strategic 
plan for employment devel-
opment and vocational train-
ing to achieve desirable goals 
including the development of 
job conditions and harmoni-
sation of professional rela-
tions,” he said.

“[other goals include] the 
modernisation of technical 
and vocational education and 
training systems, maintaining 
and enhancing careers in the 
country and abroad, and the 
development of social securi-
ty and strengthening general 
services. 

“We cited experiences and 
found new innovations to re-
spond to situations, especially 

the rectangular Strategy of 
government since Phase I 
until Phase Iv. It is a strategy 
that ensures economical and 
social development.”

In a Facebook post, the min-
istry said Cambodia has util-
ised work programmes in four 
phases since 2005. Phase v 
(2019-2023) will look to help 
Cambodia achieve its devel-
opment goals by 2030. 

According to its 2019 work 
statistics, about 10 million 
Cambodians are employed. 
of the number, over 1.5 mil-
lion people work in the for-
mal economy, 2.2 million in 
the informal economy and 
four million in the agricul-
tural sector. There are 500,000 
public officials and 1.3 mil-
lion migrant workers. 

Coalition of Cambodian 
Apparel Workers Democratic 
Union (CCAWDU) president 
Ath Thorn told The Post on 
november 4 that Cambodians 
will more easily get jobs with 
more vocational training. 

He said the government 
supported vulnerable people 
by providing cash handouts 
to those who lost their jobs. 
meanwhile, Thorn said the 
job market has not responded 
to worker needs. 

out-of-work vulnerable 
people, he said, need a clear 
path to receive benefits, in-
cluding access to vocational 
and training schools. 

“[The government] must 
organise proper standard 
laws and practise them prop-
erly,” he said.

Labour minister Ith Sam Heng says training will lead to jobs. supplied

Cleaning Project co-founder Hun Many says Phnom Penh’s lack of 
sanitation could create new viruses. hong menea
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Business
Kingdom 
signs agro 
moU with 
Hungary 
Thou Vireak

THe agricultural and agribusiness 
industry are in great spirits after the 
Kingdom signed a memorandum of 
understanding (moU) with Hungary 
on cooperation in the sector.

The moU is expected to provide a 
shot in the arm for agricultural exports 
and allure more Hungarian investors 
to the Kingdom.

The agreement was inked by Cam-
bodian minister of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries veng Sakhon and 
Hungarian minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade Peter Szijjarto on Tuesday 
at a ceremony presided over by Prime 
minister Hun Sen.

Sakhon said Hungary’s agricultural 
sector plays a crucial role in the coun-
try’s economy, accounting for about 
eight per cent of gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP).

He described the adoption of agri-
cultural technology, agricultural 
processing and water management as 
Hungarian success stories.

“The signing of the moU will bring 
about fruitful development in the field 
of agriculture and agribusiness down 
the line, and the Cambodian side will 
effectively and effeciently implement 
its contents for the benefit of Cambo-
dian society and people,” Sakhon said.

He listed three sub-sectors to offer for 
Hungarian investors – dairy production 
and meat processing; aquaculture; and 
crop growing and food security.

“Cambodia has the potential to 
invest in the production of crops for 
export, such as rice, mango, cassava, 
cashew and tobacco, as well as aqua-
culture,” he said.

Chan Pich, general manager of rice 
miller and exporter Signatures of Asia 
Co Ltd, told The Post that his company 
exported between 500-600 tonnes of 
fragrant milled rice to Hungary in the 
first 10 months of this year.

“The moU will afford us more 
opportunities in the agricultural sec-
tor. The market in Hungary is also 
quite open for Cambodian milled 
rice, which is ordered in fixed quanti-
ties,” he said.

Thourn Sinan, former country direc-
tor of the Hungarian Cambodian 
Trading House, said the moU was a 
new step in bilateral cooperation with 
Hungary in promoting trade and 
investment relations. 

He said: “This is a very good start 
given that Hungary is one of the agri-
cultural powerhouses in eastern 
europe. If Cambodia could ramp up 
ties with the country, it would help our 
agriculture flourish, particularly in the 
area of food safety.

“This could be the lucky break for a 
number of Cambodian agricultural 
products to be shipped there, includ-
ing pepper, sesame, soybeans or any-
thing else they’re interested in.

“If we can ramp up quality and 
keep prices low, it’d be a bonafide 
opportunity.”

According to Sakhon, the Kingdom 
exported 1,839 tonnes of rice and 118 
tonnes of tobacco to Hungary in the 
first 10 months of this year.

Cambodia Chamber of Commerce 
plans europe, US offices to boost trade

markets volatile as Trump disputes US votes

May Kunmakara

C
AmboDIA Chamber of 
Commerce (CCC) is forg-
ing on with plans to open 
representative offices in 

europe and the US next year in a bid 
to shore up trade and draw in more 
investment, its vice-president Lim 
Heng told The Post on Wednesday.

He said the government issued a sub-
decree last year that allows the CCC to 
open said offices in other provinces.

but Covid-19 threw a huge wrench 
into the CCC’s plans, he lamented.

“We had initially planned to open 
a representative office in europe and 
in the US early this year. We were all 
set to open an office in Canada after 
reaching a consensus between our 
Cambodian business associations, 
but we decided to postpone due to 
Covid-19,” Heng said. 

He said all representative offices 
would be opened in ethnic Khmer 
communities with a president elect-
ed among business associations and 
administrative staff.

“It is paramount for us to have 
representation in those countries 
that house a great deal of Cambo-
dian communities and serve as a 
business and investment informa-
tion platform to all investors.

“As part of our aspiration to spur in-
vestment and trade with distant coun-
tries, our offices will be instrumental 
in providing consultancy for business-
men and investors,” Heng said.

Anthony Galliano, the Ceo of fi-
nancial services firm Cambodia In-
vestment management Co Ltd, told 
The Post that the CCC’s plan makes 
complete sense as a strategic move 
to introduce and position the King-
dom as a trading, production, in-
vestment and manufacturing hub in 
ASeAn and as a viable alternative to 
competing neighbouring countries.

He said: “Cambodia needs to be 
on the radar screen and have share 

of mind when major corporates in 
these jurisdictions are making deci-
sions to expand into Asia.

“Having the capacity to lobby and 
market the Kingdom’s capabilities 
and advantages is a major asset, and 
with representation on the ground, 
deals for the country can be struck 
easier and with volume.

“The US and europe are the largest 
importers of the Kingdom’s goods, 
but not major players of incoming 
FDI [foreign direct investment] to 
Cambodia, thus the value of the re-
lationship is based mainly on con-
sumption of low value goods.

“Having a footprint in the largest 
economic zones should accelerate 
trading and investment between 
parties, and consequently be a com-
petitive advantage.”

Garment manufacturers Associa-
tion in Cambodia president van Sou 
Ieng told The Post in July last year that 
Canada is one of the largest markets 
for the Kingdom’s garment industry, 
after europe, the US and Japan.

He said garment shipments from 
Cambodia to Canada amount to 
about $300-$400 million per year.

Speaking at the third edition of the 
Indo-Pacific business Forum (IPbF) 
last week, US ambassador to Cam-
bodia Patrick murphy noted that the 
Kingdom is a regular benefactor of 
US products and services.

He said the Cambodian private 
sector actively works with the US 
government and its individual agen-
cies to create financing vehicles and 
grow their businesses.

He highlighted the dramatic 

growth in US-bound Cambodian 
exports in recent years.

The US is the largest market for 
Cambodian exports, taking in $5.4 
billion last year, up from $3 billion 
in 2015, murphy previously said.

Cambodia exported $2.75 billion 
worth of goods to the US in the first half 
of this year, up 23 per cent from $2.24 
billion in the same period last year, the 
US embassy in Phnom Penh reported.

The US provides the Kingdom 
with preferential trade access under 
the Generalised System of Prefer-
ences (GSP) programme, enabling 
duty free access to the US market 
for more than 5,000 products, the 
embassy has said.

nearly $1 billion in travel goods 
were exported to the US last year 
under GSP, murphy added.

voLATILITY gripped finan-
cial markets on Wednesday 
with the US election out-
come clouded by huge un-
certainty.

european stock mar-
kets, which opened sharply 
lower after President Don-
ald Trump said he would 
go to the Supreme Court to 
dispute the US vote count, 
turned higher in late morn-
ing deals.

Asian indices mostly 
closed up but that was ahead 
of Trump declaring he would 
dispute the election.

Around 1015 GmT, Lon-
don’s benchmark FTSe 100 
index was 0.3 per cent high-
er, while the pound fell 0.7 
per cent against the dollar.

In the eurozone, the Frank-
furt stock market edged up 

0.1 per cent and Paris added 
0.5 per cent.

The euro was down around 
half a per cent versus the dol-
lar, while oil prices surged 
almost three per cent.

“With Donald Trump al-
ready claiming victory even 
though millions of votes 
are still uncounted, inves-
tors may have to belt up and 
brace themselves for some 
volatile sessions of trading 
ahead,” noted Susannah 
Streeter, senior investment 
and markets analyst at Har-
greaves Lansdown.

The US election was 
plunged into chaos early 
on Wednesday as Trump 
prematurely declared vic-
tory and sought Supreme 
Court intervention to stop 
vote-counting – even as his 

Democratic rival Joe biden 
voiced confidence in his 
own chances.

In a divisive election cast 
under the shadow of the cor-
onavirus pandemic that has 
claimed more than 230,000 
lives in the US, Trump ap-
peared to have avoided a 
Democratic wave predicted 
by some polls but he still 
needs key states to secure 
another four-year term.

biden’s White House cam-
paign slammed Trump’s 
threat to try to stop the elec-
tion vote count as “outra-
geous”, saying its legal team 
was ready to prevent such 
an “unprecedented” act.

“The US election has be-
come a mess,” said naeem 
Aslam, chief market analyst 
at Avatrade.

“basically, we are seeing a 
nightmare situation come 
true because now we are 
talking about legal battles. 
This uncertainty is going to 
keep traders on edge.”

Aslam added that inves-
tors still saw the dollar as a 
safe bet amid the volatility 
on stock markets.

before Wednesday’s shock 
turn of events, world equi-
ties had rallied this week as 
traders piled bets on biden 
winning, with opinion polls 
showing him with a big na-
tional lead though with slim 
advantages in battleground 
states.

While Tuesday was for-
mally election Day, in real-
ity, US citizens have been 
voting for weeks. The Covid-
19 pandemic caused a huge 

expansion in mail-in and 
early voting, and nearly 100 
million people had already 
cast their ballots.

While a failure for biden 
and the Democrats would 
jolt markets, the general 
consensus is that whoever 
wins will still push through a 
major stimulus package for 
the struggling US economy 
as it battles the virus.

meanwhile on US futures 
markets, the tech-heavy 
nasdaq was up more than 
two per cent.

russ mould, investment 
director at AJ bell, said biden 
is “arguably negative for tech 
stocks on the grounds that 
he might begin more stren-
uous antitrust reviews and 
potentially increase their tax 
bills” if elected. AFP

CCC vice-president Lim Heng says it is important to have a presence in Khmer communities around the world. suPPlied
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Hin Pisei

T
HE third quarter of this 
year saw the addition of 828 
units to Phnom Penh’s con-
dominium supply, raising 

the total 3.97 per cent quarter-on-
quarter to 21,679, a research report 
from real estate service provider 
CBRE Cambodia said.

The Urban Village Phase I condo-
minium was the sole project com-
pleted in the period July-September, 
CBRE Cambodia said.

The capital’s condominium build-
ings break down as 27 per cent 
“high-end”, 28 per cent “mid-range” 
and 45 per cent “affordable”, it said.

The average sales price of all three 
categories of condominium units 
dipped between one and 1.4 per cent 
quarter-on-quarter, it said. This fol-
lows a 0.65-4.61 per cent drop from 
the first quarter of this year.

Average rental prices were 0-2.88 per 
cent lower in the third quarter, after 
having slipped 0-7.25 per cent between 
the first and second quarters, it added.

CBRE Cambodia managing direc-
tor Ann Sothida told The Post on 
Wednesday that the capital’s con-
dominium market in the third quar-
ter had begun to wake up from its 
Covid-19 slumber.  

Though just one new project was 
completed in the third quarter, she 
said three others have been an-

nounced for construction.
She also pointed out that rents 

also dropped during the period.
“Developers are not concerned 

with condo sales at all, they remain 
confident in their sales in the face of 
Covid-19. Given the uptick in com-
petition seen now in sales, they’ll 
need to adjust their strategies, such 
as payment methods.

“The market has resumed after a 
bit of a lull, but we’ll have to wait for 

more flight routes to reopen before 
we can have a boom,” Sothida said.

CBRE Cambodia also noted that 
no condominium developers an-
nounced new sales launches during 
the third quarter, while just three 
announced expansions – compris-
ing more than 2,000 units.

The expansions are Urban Vil-
lage Phase II, Arakawa Residences 
(Phase II) and Yuetai Harbour Bay 
(4D Tower), it said.

Business
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Property

REnTS for industrial lands in Ho Chi 
minh City (HCmC) and Hanoi have 
increased by two and 1.7 times re-
spectively in the third quarter from 
a year earlier.

At the recent 2020 Vietnam Indus-
trial Real Estate Forum, Le Trong 
Hieu, director of industrial and logis-
tics services at CBRE Vietnam, said 
the rates in HCmC and Hanoi have 
risen by much more than the 20-30 
per cent growth seen in other locali-
ties in both the south and north.

In HCmC, some industrial parks that 
rented land at $150 per sqm for a 30-
45-year lease term now want $300.

In Dong nai province, the rents 
for industrial lands have increased 
from $110 to $200.

In some provinces in the north, 
rents have risen though not by as 
much as in the south.

In Hanoi, for instance, they have 
increased from $155 to $260, while 
in Bac Giang province they have 
gone up from $55 to $110.

According to Hieu, these “unprec-
edented” growth rates have been 
triggered by surging demand and 
limited supply.

According to a CBRE Vietnam sur-
vey, in the past 12 months the de-
mand for leasing land to build facto-
ries and warehouses has increased.

Some industries such as electron-

ics, e-commerce and animal feed 
have expanded their areas.

Auto manufacturing and compo-
nents companies are planning to 
expand their production facilities in 
the central region.

Experts said increasing investment 
by the government in transport in-
frastructure, effective handling of 
the Covid-19 pandemic and Sino-
US trade tensions have encouraged 
manufacturers to look to Vietnam as 
an investment destination to diver-
sify their supply chains.

Since the country’s economic re-
opening after the Covid-19 pandem-
ic was put under control, industrial 
land for lease has been a key source 
of business.

To meet the increasing demand 
of the market, in the north, some 
industrial land areas such as Bac 
Giang, Thai nguyen and nam Dinh 
have been re-planned.

meanwhile in the south, authori-
ties in Binh Phuoc, Tay ninh and 
Binh Thuan provinces are planning 
to become new industrial clusters.

There are 279 industrial parks in 
the country with occupancy of 71.1 
per cent, which have created 3.83 
million jobs, according to the minis-
try of Planning and Investment.

Another 87 are under construc-
tion. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Capital’s condo supply adds 
828 units in Q3 as prices dip

CBRE: Industrial 
land rents surge in 
HCmC and Hanoi

The Phnom Penh condo market has resumed after a lull and developers say they 
remain confident in sales. SupplIEd
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Apartment for Rent
Located at west of Independence 
Monument, 2 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen, lot of sunlight.
Price: $1,200/month

Apartment for Rent
Located at North West of Russian 
Market, 1, 2 and 3 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen and balcony. 
Price: $700, $900, and $1800/M

Apartment for rent
Located near Russian Market, 2 
bedrooms, open living room, bal-
cony, fully furnished, nice kitchen, 
lot of sunlight. 
Price: $1,200/month

Renovated apartment for rent 
Located: Near Royal Palace
2 bedrooms, well renovated, 
Fully furnished, good security, 
many facilities around.  
Price: $750/month

Garden Villa for rent in BKK1
2 floors, 5 bedrooms, spacious 
living room, fully furnished, big 
kitchen and balcony. Good for 
residence or office.
Price: $7,000/month

Villa for rent in North Bridge 
Very big garden, 5 bedrooms, 
large living room, fully furnished, 
western kitchen, big balcony, 
very safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month 

Villa for rent 
Located in Sangkat Boeung Pro-
lit, Khan 7 Makara, 6 bedrooms, 
living room, kitchen, many facili-
ties around, safe and quiet.
Price: $5,000/month

Modern villa for rent 
In Grand Phnom Penh, 5 bed-
rooms, large living room, modern 
designed, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony.
Price: $1,700/month

Villa for rent in Bassac Garden City
2 floors, 4 bedrooms, large living 
room, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony,  
safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month

Villa for rent next to BBK1
7 bedrooms, large living room, 
partially furnished, big balcony, 
some trees, very safe 
and quiet. 
Price: $3,000/month

Office space for rent
On main street, size from 
200sqm to 400sqm, 7 floors,  
2 lifts, parking, open space,  
very safe.
Price: $14/sqm 

Office space for rent 
Located at west of Olympic 
Stadium, size from 840sqm to 
500sqm, 2nd floor, 2 lifts, park-
ing, open space, very safe.
Price: $16/sqm 

Shophouse for rent near AEON 2
Located in borey The Premier 
Land near AEON 2, 
6 bedrooms, good for office  
and business.
Price: $1,500/month

Shophouse for rent 
Located in Borey Penghout The 
Star Diamond, Road 60m, 
Land size:4.5m x 20m, 
House size: 4.5m x 12m, 
Price: $1,200/month

APARtMENt fOR RENt/SAlE VillA fOR RENt OffiCE SPACE /ShOPhOuSE fOR RENt

089 200 300  
012 390 390tel: 

Address: #394 - 396 (Home City Building), Street 71, 
Chamkarmon, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Email: info@towncity.com, www.towncity.com

Email : info.epiagency@gmail.com
http://www.easypropertyrealty.com
#19DE0, St. 172, Sangkat Chey Chomnes, Khan Doun Penh.
Tel: 015 777 586 / 061 777 586 / 011 777 587

#35, Street.P10D, Borey Peng Huoth The Star Polaris 1, 
Sangkat Niruoth, Khan Chbaampov, Phnom Penh,  
E-Mail: info@katappraisal.com  / www.katappraisal.com
089 888 366, 089 888 277 | 089 888 377, 089 888 755

link house for sale
Land size :  4.1m x 14m
House size :  4.1m x 12m 
Location :  Borey Leng Navatra 
Sangkat Chaom Chau 
Price: $67,000 (Negotiable)   

Shop house for sale at Borey Peng 
huoth Boeung Snor
Land Size :  4.5m x 21m 
House Size : 4.5m x 14m
Location : Sangkat Niroth 
Price: $290,000 (Negotiable)  

flat for sale
Land size :  4.2m x 20.5m 
House Size :  4.2m x 13m 
Location :  Borey Lim Chheanghak  
Veal Sbov
Price: $69,800 (Negotiable) 

Olympia condo SOhO type for sale  
Size : 45Sqm 
Location : Sangkat Orussey,  
Khan 7 Makara
Phnom Penh
Price : $13,000 (Negotiable)
   

Villa lC1 for sale
Land Size : 5.2m x 14m 
House Size : 5.2m x 7m 
Location : Chea Sophara, Borey Peng 
Huoth The Star Premier
Price: $84,500 (Negotiable)  

twin Villa for sale at Borey Peng 
huoth PC market
Land Size : 6m x 16m
House Size : 6m x 12m 
Location : Chak Ang Re Luer 
Price : $385,000 (Negotiable)

land for sale
Land Size: 11.5m x 150m
Title: Hard
Location: Prek Eng 
Chbar Ampov, Phnom Penh
Price: $400/m2

land for sale
Land size: 17,089m2 
Location: Dang Kao
Phnom Penh
Cambodia
Price: $180/m2 (Negotiable)

land for sale 
Land: Size 32m x 54m
Location: Chaom Chau
Khan Porsenchey
Phnom Penh
Price: $350/m2

land for sale
Land size: 16m x 22m 
Location: Prek Eng 
Chbar Ampov 
Phnom Penh
Price: $120,000

flat house for sale
Land size: 4m x 22.5m
House size: 4m x 15m
Location: Khan Russey keo
.Phnom Penh
Price : $183,000

two flat houses for sale
Land size: 4.5m x 21m
House size: 4.5m x 16m
Location: Russey keo
Khan Porsenchey
Price: $98,000 (per flat)

land for sale (lS:l84)
Land size: 20x30M, 
Location: Borey Kang Meng, Sangkat 
Prek Kompers, Khan Dongkor,  
Phnom Penh City 
Price: $170,000 (Negotiable)  

land for sale (lS: l64) 
Land size: 30x43M 
Location: Sang Kat Prek Eng, Khan 
Chbar Ampov 
Phnom Penh
Price: $320,000 (Negotiable)

land for sale (lS:l68)
Land size: 618m2
Soft title 
Location: Prek Eng, Chbar Ampov, 
Phnom Penh
Price: $200,000

land for sale (Code:lS:l64)
Land size: 40m x72m
Location: Veal Sbov 
Chbar Ampov  
Phnom Penh
Price: $1,300,000

Villa for sale (code VS.l24)
Land size: 8m x22m
House size: 6m x12m
Location: Peng Hout Boeng Snor,
Chbar Ampov, Phnom Penh
Price: $350,000

Villa for sales (CodeVS.l21) 
Land size: 8.59x22m 
House size: 6x12m, location: N.98 
St.E-01: Borey Peng Huot Berg Snor, 
Chbar Ampov 
Price: $390,000



South Korean 
military captures 
man from North 
crossing border

A NORTH Korean man was cap-
tured by South Korea’s military 
on Wednesday after crossing the 

inter-Korean border, Seoul said.
The man was identified by Seoul only 

as a North Korean male, the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff said in a statement.

Investigations will be conducted “in 
cooperation with related agencies for 
details”, it added, including whether the 
man sought to defect to the South.

No unusual activity of the North’s 
military has been detected, it said.

Last year, a North Korean soldier made 
a river crossing of the Demilitarised Zone 
(DMZ) that divides the peninsula.

More than 30,000 North Koreans have 
escaped to the South since the two were 
separated by war more than 65 years 
ago, according to Seoul government 
data, many of them driven by prolonged 
economic hardship.

But the vast majority have gone first 
to the North’s neighbour and ally China 
before making their way to the South, 
usually via a third country.

Only a few have dared to cross the DMZ, 
which is riddled with landmines and has a 
heavy military presence on both sides.

In November 2017, a North Korean 
soldier dashed through the border vil-
lage of Panmunjom in a hail of gunfire 
from his own side. The trooper, then 24, 
was hit several times but survived.

The latest crossing comes days after 
the North placed the blame for its killing 
of a South Korean fisheries official last 
month on Seoul’s “improper control of 
the citizen”, and inter-Korean relations 
remain in a state of deep freeze. AFP
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THe US has agreed to sell four armed 
mQ-9 reaper drones to Taiwan, the State 
Department announced on Tuesday.

The $600 million sale aids Taiwan’s 
“continuing efforts to modernise 
its armed forces and to maintain a 
credible defensive capability”, the 
State Department said.

It will also assist in maintaining 
political stability and the military 
balance in the region, the depart-
ment said in a statement.

The sale covers four drones, 
ground stations, and associated 
surveillance and communications 
equipment, but not the bombs or 
missiles usually associated with it.

The drones deal comes on the heel 
of several other major arms pack-
ages to Taiwan announced in recent 
weeks worth $4.2 billion, including 
potent Harpoon anti-ship missiles, 
air-launched SLAm-er cruise mis-
siles, air reconnaissance technology 
and mobile light rocket launchers.

“This is the 10th arms sales to Taiwan 
under President Trump and the third 
time in two weeks that the US govern-
ment has supplied our country with 
major defensive weapons that will en-
able Taiwan to be more capable and 
confident in defending peace in the 
Taiwan Strait,” said the “foreign minis-
try” in the pro-independence Tsai Ing-
wen administration of Taiwan.

The sales have angered beijing, 
which regards Taiwan as its own terri-

tory and has vowed to one day seize it.
relations between Taiwan and 

China have plummeted to their 
worst levels in decades.

In 2016, Taiwan elected Tsai, who 
views the island as an already sover-
eign state and not part of “one China”.

China cut off official communica-
tion and piled on economic, mili-
tary and diplomatic pressure in re-
sponse, although Tsai was re-elected 
in a landslide in January.

President Xi Jinping has described 
the seizure of Taiwan as “inevitable”.

Chinese jets have in recent months 
begun crossing into Taiwan’s “defence 
zone” at an unprecedented rate.

While Taiwan has for decades fall-
en back on an implicit US security 
guarantee, Washington has urged it 
to strengthen its own capabilities.

The US military has used the un-
manned reapers, made by General 
Atomics, for long, high-altitude re-
connaissance missions and pinpoint 
attacks and assassinations of jihadists 
in the middle east and Afghanistan.

The sale is the first after the US gov-
ernment decided in July to diverge 
partly from the 1987 missile Technol-
ogy Control regime, in which 35 coun-
tries agreed to restrict the sales of un-
manned weapons delivery systems.

The decision was to permit the ex-
port of medium-speed drones like 
the reaper that had been blocked 
by the agreement. AFP

US set to sell armed mQ-9 
reaper drones to Taiwan

vienna attack ‘only matter of time’
UnTIL the deadly shooting in the 
heart of the Austrian capital vienna 
on monday night, the country had in 
recent decades been spared the shock 
and mayhem wreaked by major ter-
rorist attacks – but experts say the 
horrific events shouldn’t have come 
as a surprise.

The country on Tuesday was 
mourning four civilians shot dead 
by a 20-year-old Islamic State (IS) 
sympathiser who attacked a popular 
nightlife area in the heart of vienna 
on the last night before a second 
coronavirus shutdown.

Political scientist and middle east 
expert Thomas Schmidinger told 
AFP that it had only been a matter of 
time before such an attack occurred 
in Austria.

“I am not surprised that this is hap-
pening in vienna now. What can happen 
in nice, in berlin or brussels can happen 
here as well,” Schmidinger said.

The fact that Austria prides it-
self on its reputation as a neutral 
country, not taking part in military 
alliances like nato, has not saved it 
from being a target for extremists.

“The entire scene has been in vienna 
for a while,” Schmidinger said, refer-
ring to hundreds of sympathisers he 
estimates the IS group has in vienna.

The suspected killer held Austrian 
and macedonian nationality and was 
shot dead in a firefight with police 
and special forces on monday night.

on Tuesday, Austria’s interior min-
ister Karl nehammer confirmed the 

arrest of 14 other suspects, but said 
that it was still unclear whether they 
had played a role in the attack.

As with other terrorists in attacks 
across europe, vienna’s shooter had 
long lived among those he targeted 
when he armed himself with an au-
tomatic weapon, a handgun and a 
machete and strapped a fake explo-
sives belt around his waist.

“What we can say for sure is that 
this is homegrown terrorism – ter-
rorism by a person who grew up in 
vienna and who lived in vienna and 
who therefore attacked right here,” 
Schmidinger said.

The attacker was born in the com-
muter town of moedling just to the 
south of vienna.

While his exact links to the IS were 
unclear, he was previously sentenced 
for attempting to travel to Syria in order 
to join the IS extremist organisation.

Austria has seen a relatively high 
proportion of residents trying to 
make the same journey.

In 2018 the interior ministry said 
around 300 people had either left or 
been intercepted trying to leave Aus-
tria to fight in Syria or Iraq since 2011.

Some 50 of them had died there 
while around 100 returned. AFP

Policemen secure the area around a crime scene in Vienna on Tuesday, one day after 
the shooting at multiple locations across central Vienna. AFP

Trump declares premature victory
T

He US election was plunged 
into chaos early on Wednes-
day as President Donald 
Trump prematurely declared 

victory and sought Supreme Court 
intervention to stop vote-counting – 
even as his Democratic rival Joe biden 
voiced confidence in his own chances.

In a divisive election cast under 
the shadow of the coronavirus pan-
demic that has claimed more than 
230,000 lives in the US, Trump ap-
peared to have avoided a Democrat-
ic wave predicted by some polls but 
he still needs key states to secure 
another four-year term.

Shattering norms in the world’s 
most powerful democracy, Trump 
alleged “major fraud” as he held an 
upbeat rally inside the White House’s 
ceremonial east room.

“We did win this election,” Trump 
told cheering supporters, few of 
them wearing masks to protect from 
Covid-19. “This is a fraud on the 
American public.”

The republican tycoon said he 
would go to the Supreme Court be-
cause “we want all voting to stop.”

voting had already ended by the 
time Trump took the podium after 
2am (0700 GmT) but Trump ap-
peared to be calling for the court to 
stop counting.

Trump has railed for months 
against mail-in ballots, charging 
without evidence that they could be 
fraudulent, as some 100 million US 
citizens voted ahead of election Day 
amid the health crisis.

The biden campaign soon hit 
back, calling the president’s bid to 
stop vote counting “outrageous” 
and “unprecedented”, and saying its 

legal teams were ready to fight him 
in the courts if need be.

“The counting will not stop. It will 
continue until every duly cast vote is 
counted,” it vowed.

biden had earlier warned that vote 
counting would take a while as he 
greeted his own backers, who honked 
from cars at a socially distanced rally 
in his home state of Delaware.

“We believe we’re on track to win 
this election,” the 77-year-old for-
mer vice-president said. “Keep the 
faith, guys, we’re going to win this.”

biden’s remarks clearly unnerved 

Trump who immediately tweeted 
his claims of victory and fraud, lead-
ing Twitter to flag his comments as 
part of its effort against election dis-
information.

Governor Tom Wolf of Pennsylva-
nia, which is proving to be the vital 
prize, said that one million mailed-in 
ballots remained to be counted and 
promised that all counties would 
work “tirelessly” to complete them.

“Let’s be clear,” the Democrat said 
of Trump’s comments. “This is a par-
tisan attack on Pennsylvania’s elec-
tion, our votes and democracy.”

Trump for the past four years has of-
ten been quick to say he is treated un-
fairly but even a few of his allies voiced 
unease at his dramatic intervention.

“Stop. Full stop. The votes will be 
counted and you will either win or lose. 
And America will accept that. Patience 
is a virtue,” tweeted Adam Kinzinger, 
a republican congressman who won 
reelection.

Foreign countries also sounded the 
alarm, with German Defence minister 
Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer warn-
ing that Trump could create a “consti-
tutional crisis.” AFP

US President Donald Trump gestures after declaring an election victory in the East Room of the White House. AFP
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‘Fatal’ errors found in Indonesian job law
T

He highly contentious 
Job Creation Law that 
Indonesian President 
Joko “Jokowi” Widodo 

signed on monday contains 
what some legal experts con-
sider “fatal” errors that expose 
a flawed legislative process, 
which may provide strong 
grounds for a judicial review 
at the Constitutional Court.

The government uploaded 
at the 11th hour on monday 
the 1,187-page purported final 
document of Law no 11/2020 
on job creation on the official 
website of the State Secre-
tariat, which allows it to enter 
into force nearly a month after 
it was passed by the House of 
representatives and following 
a series of nationwide protests.

However, as various parties 
began poring over the details 
of the divisive piece of legis-
lation, legal experts said they 
had found substantial errors 
in articles 6 and 175 that could 
technically void the docu-
ment, or at least expose seri-
ous faults in the procedure.

Given that these errors were 
found in the early pages of the 
manuscript, the experts said 
they expected to identify many 
more as they studied it further.

Article 6 makes a clear refer-
ence to Clause 1a of Article 5 in 
stipulating improvements to 
the investment and business 
ecosystems by implement-
ing a risk-based approach 
to business licensure, and 
by simplifying basic require-
ments for business permits, 
industry-specific permits and 
investments. Article 5 does 
not contain Clause 1a.

meanwhile, Clause 5 of Arti-
cle 175 on government admin-
istration refers back to Clause 3 
of the same article, when it ac-
tually should have referenced 
Clause 4, experts found.

The fact that there were still 
errors in the final manuscript 
meant that the government 
should not be able to implement 
the articles in question, nor 
should they be able to derive any 
implementing regulations from 
them, said bivitri Susanti, a con-

stitutional law expert from the 
Jakarta Jentera School of Law.

Laws and their implementa-
tion should be based on what 
was written and should not rely 
on the interpretations of those 
who executed the law, she said.

State Secretary Pratikno 
brushed off the errors in a state-
ment on Tuesday, saying that his 
ministry had reviewed the draft 
law upon its submission by the 
House. He admitted there were 
“technical errors” and reported 
them to the House secretary-
general office for revision.

“Today we found technical, 
writing errors . . . but they are 
technical, administrative and 
won’t affect the implementation 
of the Job Creation Law,” Prati-
kno claimed.

The Centre for Indone-
sian Law and Policy Studies 
(PSHK) issued on Tuesday a 
statement rejecting the argu-
ment dismissing the errors as 
a simple matter of typos.

It said a similar error was 
found in Clause 4 of Article 
116 on criminal provisions in 
Law no 32/2004 on regional 
administrations. At the time, a 

judicial review was filed with 
the Constitutional Court.

“The formulation errors 
are but one form of violation 
of the principle of clarity in 
drafting [law], as regulated in 
Article 5[f] of Law no 12/2011 
on the drafting of laws and 
regulation,” the group said.

bivitri said that revising or 
correcting an article of law in 
order for it to be implement-
ed must involve a separate 
legislative process and could 
not be done “arbitrarily”; the 
only other possibility is for 

the president to issue a regu-
lation in lieu of law (Perppu).

“The State Secretary cannot 
just turn around and revise 
it,” she emphasised.

The 1945 Constitution allows 
for a Perppu to be issued on 
account of compelling and/or 
urgent matters. It would im-
mediately take effect upon its 
passage by the president, but 
would depend on delibera-
tions at the House in order for 
it to be passed into law.

However, bivitri said the issu-
ance of a Perppu to counter the 

legal uncertainty of implement-
ing erroneous articles was a “de-
batable” course of action. She 
said the two aforementioned 
articles were further proof of a 
recklessly drafted and rushed 
piece of legislation, especially 
given the 1,000-page count.

nationwide protests erupt-
ed after lawmakers passed the 
Job Creation Law on october 
5 following a swift delibera-
tion process in which the gov-
ernment gave the public little 
to no time to scrutinise it.

The passage of the so-called 

omnibus bill, which was al-
ready under fire for reportedly 
revising provisions to the detri-
ment of labour rights and en-
vironmental protections, saw 
the general public, civil society 
organisations and legal experts 
condemning the legislative 
process as “flawed”, especially 
when it became known that the 
legal manuscript continued to 
undergo multiple changes af-
ter securing House approval.

At least five versions of the 
draft legislation, each with a 
different amount of pages, had 
made the rounds on social me-
dia and online chat groups – 
the 905-page version that was 
used for the House plenary 
session on october 5; a 1,054-
page version dated october 9 
that “leaked” to the public; a 
1,035-page soft copy that bore 
the file name “Send to Presi-
dent”; an 812-page version 
submitted to the president for 
his signature; and a 1,187-page 
draft that was given to Islamic 
organisations for review.

There also exists a 1,028-
page draft dated march, be-
fore the law was passed.

Despite the protests, the 
government insisted that the 
law was necessary to improve 
the business climate, as the 
country’s economy shrank 
5.32 per cent year-on-year in 
the second quarter this year 
amid the Covid-19 pandemic.

“This has been the worst 
legislative process in Indone-
sian history,” bivitri said. THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Indonesian President Joko ‘Jokowi’ Widodo signed the highly contentious Job Creation Law on Monday. AFP
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e
FFeCTIve management of 
water and energy resources is 
a national priority for both 
Thailand and Australia.

Covid-19 has made many countries 
more vulnerable to pre-existing threats 
such as floods, drought and energy 
insecurity. Part of the answer must be 
to better manage our precious fresh-
water and energy resources.

The two countries are entering a 
new era of partnership on water and 
energy, to help drive sustainable 
post-Covid recovery.

Water – a reform journey we can take 
together

In recent years both Thailand and 
Australia have embarked on water 
reform journeys. Under the guidance 
of the office of national Water 
resources (onWr), Thailand has 
made significant progress by passing 
the Water resources Act 2018 and 
adopting the 20-year Water resourc-
es management Strategy.

The Chao Phraya basin is funda-
mental to Thailand’s prosperity. 
Through the onWr and Australia’s 
bureau of meteorology, we have been 
exchanging experiences in building 
national and international water 
information systems.

Looking ahead, our cooperation 
may expand to include sharing expe-
riences on sustainable water diver-
sion limits, water accounting, and 
regulating water demand. Together 
with exploring ways to increase the 
efficiency of water delivery and use 
on farms and in cities, this will help 
to sustain the productivity of the 
Chao Phraya going forward.

These valuable technical exchanges 
will be endorsed by the signing of a 
bilateral memorandum of Under-
standing on water cooperation later 
this year.

Energy – on a path to transition
Like water, energy is a vibrant space 

to enhance our bilateral and regional 
cooperation. Harnessing the best of 
our natural resources will help us 
develop efficient energy systems.

We have seen stunning technologi-
cal advances in the past decade. Aus-
tralia’s Chief Scientist, Alan Finkel, 
recently presented a compelling 
vision for an “electric planet” – pow-
ered by low-carbon generation, with 
a reliable and efficient electricity sys-
tem available to all.

Thailand is an ASeAn leader in this 
space with a strong focus on renewa-
ble energy. Australia wants to work 
closely with Thailand as we navigate 
this transition together.

Australia’s national electricity mar-
ket operates on one of the world’s 

longest inter-connected power sys-
tems, stretching over 5,000km in 
eastern Australia. According to the 
Australian energy market operator, 
by 2042 Australia’s electricity market 
could rely on the renewable quartet 
of wind, solar, hydro and storage for 
96 per cent of its energy.

A transformation is underway, with 
Australia’s renewable energy growing 
at a per capita rate 10 times faster 
than the world average. Given Thai-
land’s unique geography, the lessons 
Australia is now applying with dis-
tributed energy systems and micro-

grids are relevant here too.
Also on the horizon is hydrogen, as 

a means to carry clean energy from 
one continent to another. Hydrogen 
could provide a viable alternative for 
long-haul trucks, trains and ships – of 
clear interest to the transport sectors 
in both our countries.

Collectively, there is a lot of trans-
formative potential in our energy 
sectors and great potential to work 
more closely together.

As an island continent, Australia 
has no land border with another 
country. our natural resources, such 

as rivers, are internal. but we know 
that equitably managing water and 
energy to meet the needs of commu-
nities, industry and the environment 
is no easy task.

Water and energy – beyond national 
boundaries

Thailand and the countries of the 
mekong sub-region face a more diffi-
cult scenario. The mighty mekong 
river flows across national bounda-
ries, as do other major rivers in the 
region. A river ties together all those 
who live along it, and any actor that 

can control the flow of a river can 
help or harm their riparian neigh-
bours. This puts a premium on trans-
boundary cooperation, transparency 
and information-sharing.

The mekong is the lifeblood of the 
communities that live alongside it. It 
is not just a source of freshwater and 
fish, or a way to transport people and 
goods, or a means to capture and dis-
tribute energy. It has deep and 
enduring cultural value, and is held 
sacred by riverside communities who 
regard it as their “mother”. To survive, 
they depend on the river’s health – 

which numerous recent independent 
reports have shown is in crisis.

Drawing on our experiences man-
aging rivers, Australia stands with 
Thailand as an ally in helping to 
manage the vital yet increasingly 
fragile mekong river system.

That is why we are a development 
partner of the mekong river Com-
mission, the only treaty-based, trans-
boundary, intergovernmental organi-
sation with a mandate to equitably 
manage the river system.

That is why Australia strongly sup-
ports Thailand’s reinvigoration of the 
Ayeyawady-Chao Praya-mekong eco-
nomic Cooperation Strategy 
(ACmeCS), a cooperation framework 
involving the five mekong Southeast 
Asian countries – and we were the first 
country to become an ACmeCS devel-
opment partner in June last year.

That is why Australia has been 
working with mekong countries since 
the 1990s to improve water, food, 
energy and environmental security 
across the subregion. This partnership 
programme has recently commenced 
its next $50-million, eight-year phase.

Australia stands with Thailand as a 
partner you can trust, facing many of 
the same challenges. We are commit-
ted to further strengthening our 
water and energy partnerships, now 
and in the years ahead. THE NATION (THAI-

LAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

opinion
Allan McKinnon

Australia,Thailand tackle water,energy

Management of water and energy resources is a national priority for both Thailand and Australia. Afp

covid-19 has made many countries 
more vulnerable to pre-existing threats 

such as floods, drought and energy 
insecurity

The writer is the Australian ambassador to Thailand
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viennese look death in the eye – and wink

Syrian village trains racing 
dogs despite war, pandemic

e
ven in midst of a deadly 
pandemic, the viennese 
seek to look death straight 
in the eye – an attitude on 

display at a morbidly humorous mu-
seum devoted to death and burial.

right below the funeral parlour of 
the Austrian capital’s famous Cen-
tral Cemetery, burial shrouds and 
coffins have been on display since 
1967, making the vienna Funeral 
museum the first museum to trace 
how we mourn the dead.

It is perhaps fitting, given the local 
expression: “Death must be a vien-
nese.”

“A lot of people are probably afraid 
of death, but it’s inevitable – along 
with taxes! – so it’s a good idea to 
show that things haven’t changed that 
much,” says visitor Jack Curtin, a vi-
enna resident of American origin in 
his 70s. 

After a day spent touring the 
graves of the great and the good, he 

has taken in the museum collection 
together with a friend, pronouncing 
it “excellent”. 

In normal times tourists from 
as far afield as Japan and Canada 
would come to marvel at the re-us-
able coffins – introduced in the 18th 
century by Austrian emperor Joseph 
II – as well as the futuristic-looking 
“cocoon” coffin. 

but thanks to the blow dealt to 
travel by the pandemic, the viennese 
largely had the site to themselves on 
Halloween and All Saints Day.

Morbid side
Despite the pandemic, however, 

the museum’s new temporary ex-
hibit commemorating the 250th an-
niversary of the birth of Ludwig van 
beethoven is drawing visitors. 

Alongside insights into the life of 
the German composer, who was laid 
to rest in the Central Cemetery, the 
exhibition also naturally includes his 

death mask and objects relating to his 
funeral.

Fellow composer Joseph Haydn 
was also buried here – although his 
skull, stolen by medical students in 
1809, was only recovered nearly 150 
years later.

“vienna is well known for its mor-
bid side,” says visitor Julia Wuerzl, 
who has come for a stroll through 
the leaf-strewn grounds that serve as 
a last resting place for three million 
people, outnumbering the city’s living 
residents by more than one million.  

As the coronavirus pandemic has 
taken hold, the museum says that it 
felt encouraged rather than dissuaded 
to keep its doors open, hoping to help 
locals consider death as a part of life. 

“I believe that because of coro-
navirus, people spend more time 
contemplating what kind of sig-
nificance death could have for their 
life,” as well as how they would like 
to be buried, says museum spokes-

woman Sarah Hierhacker.

Lego death match
recent trends include the use of 

compostable urns as well as of a new 
area dedicated to joint burials of 
people and their pets that allows for 
“strong bonds to be safeguarded be-
yond death”, according to a brochure. 

The one thing that’s frowned upon, 
however, is dodging the subject, even 
when it comes to children: The muse-
um’s gift shop offers Lego sets of cre-
matoriums, hearses and skeletons.

“While it is certainly necessary 
to choose words that are suitable 
for them, it’s still crucial to be clear 
and transparent with children of all 
ages, because taboos create fear and 
a sense of being abandoned”, says 
psychotherapist michaela Tomek, 
who specialises in treating children 
who have experienced trauma, such 
as the death of a parent.

The Gothic Lego figurines, some 

of which are reminiscent of the Add-
ams Family characters, have long 
been among the gift shop’s best sell-
ing items, but the latest hit has been 
funeral service-branded face masks.

“Denying the coronavirus secures 
our jobs,” reads a typical piece of black 
humour printed on one of the masks. 

“We produced 3,000, but we’ve 
had 7,000 orders,” says Hierhacker, 
looking on as a disappointed visitor 
leaves empty-handed. 

As elsewhere, the pandemic is on 
everyone’s mind, leading a visitor to 
indulge in some gallows humour and 
ask if vienna will put its once infamous 
“hearse tram” back into service.

At the height of the 1918-1920 
Spanish flu, the tram transported 
thousands of bodies straight to the 
central cemetery. 

A century later, the public transport 
line 71 still follows the same route, giv-
ing rise to the viennese euphemism 
for death: “to take the 71”. afp 

on HIS motorbike, moham-
med Derbas speeds across a 
field in northeast Syria, slender 
Saluki dogs galloping behind.

He hopes to export them for 
racing in the Gulf, despite war 
and coronavirus.

Salukis, cousins of the grey-
hound, have been used for 
hunting for thousands of years 
in the middle east and are 
some of the fastest of canines.

Saluki dogs were revered in 
ancient egypt, being kept as 
royal pets and mummified 
after death.

The village of Ad-Darbasiyah 
in Syria’s Kurdish-held north-
east is famous for breeding 
and exporting them to the 
Gulf, notably to the UAe and 
Qatar, where desert dog races 
are popular.

The once-lucrative export 
business, however, was dealt 
a blow by Syria’s conflict since 
2011 and this year’s coronavi-
rus pandemic that has ham-

pered trade and travel.
“before the conflict, people 

from the Gulf used to visit 
us here, in search of the best 
pedigrees,” said 27-year-old 
Derbas, who says he has been 
breeding dogs for 15 years.

even though business is 
slowing, Derbas keeps his 100 
dogs in top shape.

Tails wagging, they rally 
around him as soon as he 
enters the fenced enclosure 
where they are kept. 

Some hounds have their 
ears cropped, while others 
boast long legs partially dyed 
orange with henna.

To improve their speed and 
endurance, he straddles his 
motorbike and sets off at full 
speed across the arid fields 
on the outskirts of his village, 
the pack of dogs darting after 
him in a cloud of white dust. 

The dogs he breeds can be sold 
for one to four million Syrian 
pounds (around $400 to $1,600 

at the black market exchange 
rate), depending on their char-
acteristics, Derbas said.

The breeder used to export 
between 100 and 150 dogs an-
nually before the conflict, but in 
recent years, it’s dropped to 20. 

Coronavirus complications
Airport closures over Covid-

19 have further weakened 
his trade, especially since his 
dogs are shipped to the Gulf 
via Damascus airport.

“because of the novel coro-
navirus crisis, the airports 
were closed and our activity 
stopped,” he told AFP.

but the breeder expects a 
timid recovery after flights 
between Syria and Qatar re-
sumed late last month.

In the meantime, he hopes 
to attract customers through 
social media.

His Instagram profile shows 
pictures of dead rabbits 
caught by his Salukis, and 

videos of the dogs sprinting 
behind a motorcycle.

Forty-year-old Jihad moham-
mad shares the same passion.

“I’m so happy when I go out 
hunting” with the dogs, he said.

mohammad said what was 
once a beloved hobby – training 
dogs to hunt rabbits – had now 
become a business for many in 

the area.
“I bought puppies and now 

I’m looking after them and train-
ing them to run,” he told AFP. 

Shukri moussa, 70, said 
some families in Ad-Darbasi-
yah started breeding Salukis in 
earnest around 20 years ago.

“back in the day the Kurds 
only had them for hunting, 

but now it’s become a trade,” 
he said, sitting under a tree in 
his courtyard, surrounded by 
his grandchildren.

but he said not everyone 
welcomed the idea as socially 
acceptable.

“Sometimes it upsets the 
villagers because they eat the 
chickens,” he said. afp

Mohammed Derbas, 27, rides his motorcycle alongside his running hunting dogs in the village of Ad-Darbasiyah 
in Syria’s Kurdish-held northeastern Hasakah province. afp

A visitor looks on at death masks of Ludwig Van Beethoven (left), Joseph Hayden (second from left), Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart (second from right) and Franz Schubert at the Funeral Museum in Vienna, Austria. afp

The museum features an array of coffins, including one that is designed for the deceased to be able to sit 
upright. afp 
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Brazil discoverer Cabral
  6 Plant prop
 10 Valuables protector
 14 Hard-to-get-into schools
 15 Cornell or Pound
 16 Cake layer
 17 Churches establish them abroad
 20 Swiss peak
 21 Dubai VIP
 22 Band worn during mourning
 23 Boston Marathon month
 25 Newspaper section
 26 Realty measure
 28 Afternoon drink servers
 32 Partner of Lois or Lewis
 34 The Sultan of Swat
 35 Fancy dresser
 38 Suit request
 42 View finder?
 43 Require
 44 Weight units
 45 Second-century astronomer
 48 Cream lump
 49 Bangkok citizen
 51 Gasped with delight

 53 Disreputable lenders
 55 Food-thickening starch 
56 Exec’s degree
 59 Lost on the battlefield
 62 “Do ___ others ...”
 63 Flow slow
 64 Like a raw diamond
 65 “West Side Story” extra
 66 Dutch South African
 67 Keeps in the manuscript
DOWN
  1 Fine cotton
  2 Like Satan
  3 Entirely unalike
  4 Domicile (Abbr.)
  5 American dogwood
  6 Suffering from dementia
  7 One spelling for an old Russian 

ruler
  8 Make a blooper
  9 Writer Angelou
 10 Treads heavily
 11 Way to the altar
 12 Wined and dined
 13 Once, formerly
 18 Forget to include
 19 Fast or march, sometimes

 24 Prefix with “scope”
 26 Wile E.’s favorite firm
 27 Surfeit with excess
 29 Humble home
 30 Missile platform
 31 Kimono tie
 33 Heyerdahl’s raft
 35 Meadow residents
 36 Capital of Norway
 37 “Check this out!”
 39 Classic introduction?
 40 ___ Aviv
 41 Club for knights
 45 Person of the cloth
 46 Whiny type
 47 Activity on a mat
 49 “To ___ own self be true”
 50 It makes waste
 52 Conjurer’s first word?
 53 Salacious stuff
 54 Highbrow
 55 L or XL
 57 Ring match
 58 Kitchen pests
 60 Mush
 61 Blast maker

“NICE YOUNG LADY” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

m
ISTS hung low 
over machu 
Picchu, adding 
an eerie, other-

worldly atmosphere as de-
lighted tourists entered the 
iconic Inca citadel for the first 
time after eight months of 
lockdown due to the corona-
virus.

Two couples from France 
and Chile were the lucky first 
visitors on monday to the 
UneSCo World Heritage site. 
They were brought to the ru-
ins by bus from the tiny ma-
chu Picchu Pueblo village at 
the foot of the 2,400m moun-
tain atop which the ruins sit.

“We’re really happy to be 
here today,” Frenchwoman 
veronique, who declined to 
give her surname, told AFP.

She was left stranded in Peru 
with her husband and two 
children by the pandemic.

Peru ordered a total lock-
down and closed its borders 
in march. It has since become 
one of the worst-affected 
countries in Latin America, 
with the highest mortality 
rate in the world, after the tiny 
republic of San marino.

While the confinement was 
hard on the couple, it was like a 
“holiday” for her children, said 
veronique, whose family plans 
to return to France next year.

“We may continue our trav-
els in Central America,” add-
ed her husband Arnaud.

The gates reopened the 
morning after a ceremonial 
Inca ritual was performed at 
the former religious site.

“It was a surprise to see that 
effectively we were the first 
international tourists to enter 
this complex,” Chilean Juan 
Jose Garcia, 34, told AFP.

“I feel lucky to be able to 
visit here without people,” 
added his wife victoria mo-
ran.

The citadel’s eight-month 
isolation was nothing com-
pared to the four centuries it 
lay covered by dense vegeta-
tion before being rediscov-
ered by American explorer 
Hiram bingham in 1911.

before the pandemic, 

around 3,000 people a day 
would visit machu Picchu, 
which means “old mountain” 
in the Quechua language that 
predominated in the Inca 
empire.

now, visitors and staff must 
pass through a temperature 
control before entering the 
site.

‘An unexpected sight’
on monday, the first visi-

tors – mostly Peruvians – were 
met by low-lying clouds as 
they followed paths around 
the citadel built in the 15th 
century by the Inca emperor 
Pachacutec.

It was a ceremonial cen-
tre, but there were also areas 
dedicated to agriculture and 
living quarters.

It took a couple of hours 
for the low-lying clouds to lift 
and reveal the famous Huay-
na Picchu peak that provides 
the backdrop to the typical 
postcard picture of the site.

Those low-lying clouds, as 
well as the dense mountain-
side vegetation, ensured that 
the citadel and its treasures 
– such as the Temple of the 
Sun or Intihuatana stone – re-
mained hidden for four cen-
turies until they were redis-
covered by bingham on July 
24, 1911.

Having spoken to locals, the 
Yale University professor be-
came convinced there were 
treasures to be discovered in 
the area, although he never 

imagined what he would find.
He organised an expedi-

tion up the mountain led by a 
child guide.

“We were confronted with 
an unexpected sight, a great 
flight of beautifully construct-
ed stone terraces, perhaps a 
hundred of them, each hun-
dreds of feet long and 10 feet 
[3m] high,” bingham wrote in 
his book Lost City of the Incas.

As he continued, he came 
across a cave “as fine as the fin-
est stonework in the world”.

‘Rise up to be born with me’ 
While bingham (1875-1956) 

rediscovered the archaeologi-
cal ruins, historians say it was 
Chilean Pablo neruda (1904-
1973) who “discovered” its 
poetry.

The site’s reopening coin-
cides with the 75th anniver-
sary of neruda’s poem The 
Heights of Machu Picchu, 
which helped give the cita-
del global exposure at a time 
when neither television, inter-
net nor social media existed.

neruda rode a mule up 
to the citadel in 1943, three 
years after it opened to tour-
ism. Two years later, he wrote 
his famous poem in which he 
tells the indigenous builders 
of the citadel to “rise up to be 
born with me, my brother”.

“Cling to my body like mag-
nets. Hasten to my veins and 
to my mouth. Speak through 
my words and my blood,” he 
tells them. AFP

eager tourists return to 
misty machu Picchu 
after long lockdown

Machu Picchu, which means ‘Old Mountain’ in the Quechua language that predominated in the Inca empire, 
reopened to tourists after an eight-month hiatus. AFP

The historic citadel sat covered in vegetation for four centuries before 
being rediscovered by American explorer Hiram Bingham in 1911. AFP
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ban on Auckland’s in-city 
America’s Cup route lifted
AmerICA’S Cup host Team 
new Zealand (TnZ) expressed 
relief Wednesday after Auck-
land port authorities moved to 
reinstate racing in the city’s 
harbour during next year’s 
prestigious yachting regatta.

TnZ had feared a ban on har-
bour racing, imposed last month 
after a protest from Italian team 
Luna rossa, would hinder efforts 
to showcase Auckland to the 
world during the competition for 
the America’s Cup trophy.

Luna rossa complained all 
competitors did not have 
equal access to the courses, 
but Ports of Auckland said that 
issue had now been resolved.

The maritime authority said it 
was originally concerned racing 
would clog busy shipping lanes, 
but that was no longer the case 
as the Covid-19 pandemic meant 
harbour traffic had fallen.

“The situation has changed 
considerably since January 
because cruise ships are no 
longer able to visit Auckland,” 
port chief Tony Gibson said in 
a statement.

The decision means specta-
tors will be able to see foiling 
catamarans competing at high 
speeds close to the Auckland 
coast and offer Tv broadcast-
ers spectacular shots of racing 
with a city backdrop.

“(It will) deliver on the prom-
ise we made years ago, to make 
this America’s Cup the most 
accessible and inclusive event 
ever,” TnZ chief executive 
Grant Dalton said.

The event will see challeng-
ers compete for the Prada Cup 
in January-February, with the 
winner then racing TnZ for the 
America’s Cup in march.

The three confirmed chal-
lengers are Luna rossa (ITA), 
American magic (USA) and 
IneoS Team UK (Gbr).

Another US syndicate, Stars 
& Stripes Team USA, has said it 
intends to race but its not yet 
confirmed. afp

Auckland port authorities moved to reinstate racing in the city’s harbour during next year’s regatta. afp

Liverpool, bayern run riot in C-League 
D

IoGo Jota scored a stun-
ning hat-trick in Liverpool’s 
5-0 demolition of Atalanta 
in the Champions League 

on Tuesday, as holders bayern munich 
scored six and real madrid struck late 
to beat Inter milan in a thriller.

on a prolific night across europe 
which also saw a rampant borussia 
moenchengladbach hit six in Ukraine, 
the star individual performances 
came from Jota and Alassane Plea.

Portugal forward Jota joined Liv-
erpool from Wolverhampton Wan-
derers in September and has wasted 
little time making an impact with 
seven goals from just five starts.

In bergamo, against an Atalanta 
side who reached the quarter-finals 
last season, Jota was brought into 
the starting line-up in place of ro-
berto Firmino and required just 16 
minutes to open the scoring.

Another emphatic finish allowed 
the 2019 Champions League winners 
to double their lead before the break, 
and mohamed Salah then broke away 
to get the third just after the restart.

Salah set up Sadio mane for Liv-
erpool’s fourth before Jota got his 
hat-trick goal as the Premier League 
champions recorded their biggest 
win in europe since beating Porto 
5-0 away in February 2018.

“I’m playing on the best team of 
my career so far. I don’t know if it’s 
the best moment of my career but 
obviously scoring goals is my way of 
playing football,” Jota told bT Sport.

With three wins from three, Liver-
pool are well on course to top Group 
D, with Ajax and Atalanta both five 
points back.

Ajax won 2-1 away to midtjylland 
in Denmark, as brazilian youngster 

Antony opened the scoring in the first 
minute and Dusan Tadic netted from 
an indirect free-kick inside the box 
soon after. Anders Dreyer got one back 
for the hosts, who remain pointless.

French forward Plea had ear-
lier scored a hat-trick as Gladbach 
claimed a stunning 6-0 victory over 
Shakhtar Donetsk in Kiev, the Ger-
man side’s biggest european tri-
umph since their 1970s heyday.

The unfortunate valeriy bondar 
scored an own goal, with ramy 
bensebaini and Lars Stindl also 
scoring as Gladbach went top of 

Group b, a point clear of Shakhtar 
and real madrid.

Gladbach coach marco rose said: 
“Six-nil is extraordinary. We did a lot 
right today – not to say almost ev-
erything.”

Rodrygo wins it for Real 
real, the 13-time european cham-

pions, ran out 3-2 winners in a dra-
matic encounter with Inter behind 
closed doors at the Alfredo di Ste-
fano Stadium, as vinicius Junior set 
up his fellow brazilian substitute 
rodrygo to lash in the decisive goal 

10 minutes from time.
Karim benzema had put the hosts 

ahead and Sergio ramos headed in 
his 100th madrid goal in the 33rd 
minute, but Lautaro martinez pulled 
one back shortly after.

Inter were missing the injured 
romelu Lukaku but looked set to 
escape with a draw when Ivan Peri-
sic equalised midway through the 
second half, only for rodrygo to 
pounce and leave the Italians bot-
tom of the group. 

reigning champions bayern have 
now won a record-extending 14 con-

secutive Champions League games 
after a 6-2 victory against Salzburg 
in Austria.

Bayern make it 14 in a row
German forward mergim berisha 

gave Salzburg an early lead only for 
robert Lewandowski to level from 
the penalty spot, and a rasmus Kris-
tensen own goal put bayern ahead 
before the break.

Japanese substitute masaya oku-
gawa restored parity midway through 
the second half only for bayern to 
run away with the game late on.

Jerome boateng headed them back 
in front, Leroy Sane got their fourth 
and Lewandowski strained to head in 
his 12th of the season, before Lucas 
Hernandez wrapped up their win.

“We never give up – that’s what sets 
us apart,” boateng told Sky Germany.

Hansi Flick’s side are firmly in con-
trol of Group A, five points ahead of 
Atletico madrid, who drew 1-1 at 
Lokomotiv moscow.

Jose maria Gimenez’s header for 
Atletico was cancelled out by Anton 
miranchuk’s penalty.

meanwhile marseille’s 3-0 loss 
away to Porto saw them equal An-
derlecht’s record of 12 consecutive 
Champions League defeats.

moussa marega gave Porto an ear-
ly lead before Dimitri Payet blazed a 
penalty over for marseille.

Sergio oliveira then scored from 
the spot to make it 2-0 for Porto 
and Luis Diaz sealed the win for the 
home side in Group C.

manchester City are firmly in con-
trol of that section after Pep Guar-
diola’s side eased past olympiakos 
3-0, with Ferran Torres, Gabriel Jesus 
and Joao Cancelo netting. afp

Diogo Jota scored a stunning hat-trick in Liverpool’s 5-0 demolition of Atalanta in the Champions League on Tuesday. afp
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maradona has 
successful brain 
surgery for clot 
A

rGenTIne football great 
Diego maradona under-
went successful brain sur-
gery for a blood clot in a 

specialist private clinic in buenos 
Aires on Tuesday, his doctor said.

“We managed to successfully re-
move the clot. Diego coped well 
with the surgery,” Leopoldo Luque 
said at the icon’s private clinic in the 
capital buenos Aires.

“It’s under control, there’s a little 
drainage [of blood]. He’ll remain 
under observation.”

World Cup winner maradona had 
been taken to hospital in La Plata – 
where he is the coach of top flight side 
Gimnasia y esgrima – on monday for 
a series of tests after feeling unwell.

A scan revealed the blood clot, and 
on Tuesday he was transfered to the 
specialist clinic in a northern neigh-
borhood of the capital.

maradona, who turned 60 on Fri-
day, has suffered ill health before. 
He has survived two heart attacks, 
and also contracted hepatitis and 
undergone gastric bypass surgery.

Groups of fans congregated out-
side the clinic with banners show-
ing maradona’s face and the words 
“Come on, Diego!”

“I came with my wife to support 
the greatest player of all time,” fan 
oscar medina told AFP.

“once more his health has played 
a trick on him but he has antibod-

ies to recover with the help of the 
people,” added medina.

“I feel very sad and impotent but 
we’re going to stay by his side until 
the last day,” said another fan, mat-
ias Di Sciosio.

earlier on Tuesday, Luque insisted 
it was “a routine operation” and that 
maradona was “lucid” and “calm.”

Argentine media speculated the clot 
was the result of a blow to the head.

Luque said the clot was “imper-
ceptible” and that those suffering 
from one rarely remembered re-
ceiving a knock to the head.

“The operation consists of a small 
incision to drain the blood. 

In 24 or 48 hours the patient can 
leave the hospital,” neurosurgeon 
raul matera told TyC Sports chan-
nel.

Anemic 
maradona was transferred from 

the hospital in La Plata, 60km south 
of buenos Aires, to the capital at 
6pm (2100 GmT) accompanied by 
one of his daughters, Giannina.

Dozens of Gimnasia fans outside 
the La Plata hospital chanted his 
name as he left.

earlier in the day, Luque claimed 
maradona was feeling “much better 
and eager to leave” hospital but insist-
ed that the Gimnasia Y esgrima coach 
was suffering from anemia – a lack of 
iron in his system – and dehydration.

Luque said it has left him feeling 
“very weak, very tired.” After fur-
ther tests, he was diagnosed with 
the blood clot.

He also suggested maradona’s life-
style had contributed to his condition.

“He’s an elderly patient with 
many pressures in his life. It’s a 
time when we must help him. It’s 
very difficult to be maradona,” 
Luque said of the star, who cele-
brated his 60th birthday on Friday.

He said it was a condition that also 
affected current vice-president Cristi-
na Kirchner when she was president.

The doctor ruled out any link to the 
coronavirus pandemic, which is rav-
aging the South American country, 
much of it still under confinement.

maradona is considered at high 
risk of coronavirus complications 
should he be infected.

Last week, he began self-isolation 
for the second time after a bodyguard 
displayed coronavirus symptoms, 
though he later tested negative.

He joined his players briefly at the 
club’s training ground on his birthday, 
but had obvious difficulty walking 
and had to be helped away by his as-
sistants after staying only 30 minutes.

“It breaks my heart to see him like 
this,” Giannina tweeted the next day. 
“He needs support”. 

maradona has difficulty retaining 
iron due to a gastric bypass surgery 
he underwent in 2005 to lose 50kg, 
leaving him prone to anemia, Luque 

said.
Though he has recovered from 

a well-documented addiction to 
hard drugs, maradona takes medi-
cation in the form of tranquilizers 
and anxiolytics. 

“With a patient on medication, 
there are times when hospitaliza-
tion serves to adjust that medica-
tion. That’s good,” said Luque.

Gimnasia fans flocked to the La 
Plata clinic to leave messages of 
support for the ailing icon.

“What he needs most is the sup-
port of the people,” Luque said.

Alongside brazil’s Pele, who turned 
80 last month, maradona is widely 
regarded as one of the greatest play-
ers of all time. afp

South Africa to remain in rugby Championship 
SoUTH Africa have commit-
ted to the rugby Champion-
ship until 2030, organising 
body SAnZAAr said Wednes-
day, ending speculation the 
World Cup holders were set to 
shift to europe.

The announcement is a 
boon for the game in the 
southern hemisphere, after 
coronavirus disruption tore 
Super rugby apart and left 
question marks over the “flag-
ship” rugby Championship.

“The southern hemisphere 
rugby powers have recognised 
the need for change in these 
difficult times and have com-
mitted to an international 
rugby future through to 2030,” 
SAnZAAr said in a statement.

However, the “SAnZAAr 
entity” and domestic and pro-
vincial tournaments will also 
undergo “restructuring”, SAn-
ZAAr (South Africa, new Zea-
land, Australia and Argentina 
rugby) added.

South Africa lifted their third 
World Cup a year ago in Japan, 
underlining the strength of 
rugby in the southern hemi-
sphere, whose teams have won 
all but one of the tournament’s 
nine editions.

but the Springboks, who 
haven’t played since beating 

england in the final in Yokohama, 
withdrew from this year’s rugby 
Championship citing govern-
ment travel restrictions and con-
cerns over player welfare.

It came after South Africa 
pulled most of their club teams 
out of Super rugby in favour 
of europe’s Pro14, as new Zea-

land and Australia pursued 
negotiations on a bilateral 
competition.

There were reports South 
Africa’s national team would 
follow suit and join the Six 
nations, amid suggestions the 
world champions felt snubbed 
by their southern hemisphere 

partners.
However SAnZAAr said the 

rugby Championship – 
rebranded as the Tri nations 
this year and featuring just new 
Zealand, Australia and Argen-
tina – would remain intact.

“The rugby Championship 
will continue to be the flagship 

of southern hemisphere rugby 
for the next decade and, as in 
the past, will be the key driver 
and pathway for the unions’ 
continued success at the high-
est levels of the game includ-
ing the rugby World Cup,” 
SAnZAAr said.

“The joint-venture members 
Argentina, Australia, new Zea-
land and South Africa are com-
mitted to the Championship 
and to its continued evolution 
where future growth and 
expansion form part of a 
revised 10-year plan.”

‘Massive boost’ 
The rugby Championship 

will now be played in a 
12-match, mini-tour format 
with the teams facing each 
other home or away. However, 
SAnZAAr flagged further 
changes ahead, saying it was 
at the start of a “phased pro-
gression process”.

“The recommitment by the 
four unions to the long-term 
future of the international 
game is an important start as 
we embark in a new direction 
for both the unions and the 
organisation over the coming 
years,” said SAnZAAr Ceo 
Andy marinos.   

“This is the first of a number 

of announcements that will be 
made over the coming weeks 
and months as we continue to 
plan into 2021 and beyond.”

There was no immediate 
comment from South Africa 
rugby but the official rugby 
Australia website described it 
as a “massive boost” for south-
ern hemisphere rugby.

The showpiece tournament 
began in 1996 as the Tri nations 
and became the rugby Cham-
pionship in 2012 with the 
inclusion of Argentina.

new Zealand rugby writer 
Paul Cully said South Africa’s 
decade-long commitment 
could provide a platform for 
further expansion.

“With the stability of the 
rugby Championship now in 
place perhaps we will see the 
door open to Japan and Fiji in 
coming years,” he tweeted.

While the rugby Champion-
ship’s future appears settled, 
the future format of Super rug-
by remains uncertain, with the 
new Zealand Herald reporting 
plans for a 12-team competi-
tion were being drawn up.

It said the blueprint involved 
five Australian teams, five 
new Zealand and two from 
the Pacific islands competing 
from 2022. afp

Argentine fans show support for football great Diego Maradona who underwent brain surgery for a blood clot on Tuesday. afp

The Springboks have committed to the Rugby Championship until 2030. afp
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