
wednesday,  november  4,  2020 4000 rIeL

Is
su

e 
N

u
M

Be
R 

35
33

Intelligent . In-depth . Independent www.phnompenhpost.com

Ministries, UNESCO open 
BEEP centres in 2nd phase

THE PHNOM PENH POST 

National  
Inside     page 2

Hungary opens 
embassy office 
in pHnom penH 
natIonal – page 5

na passes revision 
to Japan-asean 
economic accord
busIness – page 6

four dead after 
‘terror attack’ 
in vienna, austria
world – page 9

Cambodia winning the fight against malaria
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

DURING the first nine months of 
this year, 7,668 malaria cases were 
reported, representing a 70 per cent 
drop compared to the same period 
last year, Minister of Health Mam 
Bun Heng said. Last year, there were 
25,499 malaria patients.

The country has not reported a 
malaria-related death for three con-
secutive years.

Speaking during the launch of an 

initiative to eliminate malaria in 
Cambodia by 2023 at the Kampong 
Speu Provincial Hall on Tuesday, 
Bun Heng said the Kingdom has 
been successful in its malaria pre-
vention. The prior goal was to elim-
inate malaria-related deaths by 
2020, which has been achieved. 

The government’s new goal is to 
eliminate Plasmodium falciparum 
by 2023.

“There have been 754 cases of Plas-
modium falciparum recorded in the 

Kingdom during the first nine months 
of 2020. The rate is 0.07 per 1,000 peo-
ple. This is a success because our 
expected indicator for 2020 was 1.05 
cases per 1,000 people,” he said. 

The province with the highest rate 
of Plasmodium falciparum is Mon-
dulkiri province (0.73), followed by 
Kampong Speu (0.49), Ratanakkiri 
(0.46) and Stung Treng (0.36), the 
minister said.

To be able to entirely eliminate 
Plasmodium falciparum successfully, 

we have to practise the measure enti-
tled “Eliminate the Last Stage of Plas-
modium Falciparum, 2020-2023”. 

The initiative will start in Kam-
pong Speu and then will be extend-
ed to other provinces after three 
months of evaluation.

Kampong Speu provincial governor 
Vei Samnang told The Post that malar-
ia in his province has dropped notice-
ably during the last several years. 
There were 6,491 cases in 2018, 5,371 
cases in 2019 and 1,925 cases this year. 

The death rate from this disease has 
been zero since 2018, he said.

“Meanwhile, even though we are 
facing difficult times due to Covid-
19 and have to practise various pre-
vention measures, we follow the 
guidelines of the government and 
the health ministry persistently.

“We will also practise some meas-
ures to prepare everything to fight 
against  Plasmodium falciparum to 
reach a rate of zero by 2023,” he 
said.

Food system  
needs to be 
strengthened, 
Hun Sen says
Long Kimmarita

P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen has  urged 
strengthening the 
food safety and qual-

ity control system in Cambo-
dia to enable healthy diets 
which he said are vital to 
human capital development.

The call came as the King-
dom prepares to mark the 7th 
National Nutrition Day, which 
falls on November 6.

The prime minister also 
called on the food sector to 
change how they process food 
and do business and enable 
people to maintain healthy 
diets in the wake of food chain 
disruptions caused by Covid-
19 and severe flooding.

This year’s National Nutri-
tion Day will be celebrated 
under the theme Strengthen-
ing the Food System for a 
Healthy Diet.

He said National Nutrition 
Day is marked every year with 
the purpose of educating the 
public and raising awareness 
about the importance of food 
security and nutrition across 
the country. The day, he added, 

also contributes to developing 
human capital, increasing 
work effectiveness, stimulat-
ing economic growth and pro-
moting social progress.

He said improving food 
security and nutrition will 
require increasing invest-
ments in the sectors of agri-
culture, health, education, 
rural development, clean 
water and sanitation, and 
social protection.

“Cambodia’s socio-econom-
ic development has brought 
about changes in people’s life-
styles and in their attitudes 
around eating and food. These 
changes have a positive influ-
ence on the nutrition of the 
people,” he said.

While the government has 
turned its attention to malnu-
trition, micronutrient defi-
ciencies and a declining rate 
of breastfeeding, which are 
major health risks facing the 
Kingdom, Hun Sen pointed 
out that obesity and weight 
problems have also seen an 
uptick.

“A poor diet and insufficient

search and rescue
search and rescue teams look for victims at the site of a collapsed building in Izmir, turkey, on Monday after a powerful  earthquake struck 
turkey’s western coast and parts of greece. AFP

Central America braces for Hurricane Eta
HURRICANE Eta was hours 
from making landfall in Cen-
tral America on Tuesday after 
gaining strength in the Carib-
bean Sea, threatening Nicara-
gua and Honduras with cata-
strophic winds and floods.

The “extremely dangerous” 
weather system was packing 
winds of 240km/h as it barrel-
led towards the Nicaraguan 
coast, the US National Hurri-
cane Centre (NHC) said.

“Life threatening storm 

surge, catastrophic winds, 
flash flooding and landslides 
are expected across portions 
of Central America,” the NHC 
warned.

Eta was 40km from the city 
of Puerto Cabezas and moving 
towards the Nicaraguan coast 
at 8km/h by 3:00am (0900 
GMT) local time, according to 
the NHC forecast.

Tropical storm-force winds 
at Eta’s leading edge were 
already slamming the outly-

ing Miskito Cays late on Mon-
day, with the winds set to 
increase as the hurricane 
rumbled closer.

“It’s raining hard, with lots 
of wind. The sea is rough. We 
are afraid,” Miskito teacher 
Kevin Lackwood, 22, told 
AFP.

Only the community’s men 
remained to protect the hous-
es, he said. The women and 
children have already been 
evacuated from the village of 

800 people.
“If the situation becomes 

more dangerous,” Lackwood 
said, the men would leave 
too.

Other regions across the 
Caribbean and Central Amer-
ica were also facing a mauling 
from Eta, as the NHC said that 
“flash flooding and river flood-
ing would be possible across 
Jamaica, southeast Mexico, El 
Salvador, southern Haiti, and 
the Cayman Islands”. AFPContInued – page 2



Nov Sivutha

T
HE Ministry of La-
bour and Vocational 
Training, the Min-
istry of Education, 

Youth and Sport and UNESCO 
launched new Basic Educa-
tion Equivalency Programme 
(BEEP) learning centres in six 
provinces in Cambodia dur-
ing the second phase of the 
government’s initiative (2020-
2023) to support out-of-school 
youths in lower grades.

UNESCO education pro-
gramme officer Kimlay Leav 
told The Post that UNESCO 
helped launch the centres to 
help youths obtain skills and 
seek employment opportu-
nities. 

Kimlay said the centres will 
be introduced in Koh Kong, 
Kampong Thom, Banteay 
Meanchey, Battambang, Th-
bong Khmum, and Ratanak-
kiri provinces. The centres 
offer flexible alternative 
education for out-of-school 
youths in lower second-
ary schools or for those who 
completed Grade 9 but can-
not study further. 

“The youths can study with 
smartphones or travel to des-
tination provinces with BEEP 
centres to pursue studies. 
In three to five months, they 
can receive a basic education 
equivalent to Grade 9 and 

can pursue studies at Techni-
cal and Vocational Education 
and Training (TVET) insti-
tutes under the labour min-
istry and at the Technical of 
Secondary School under the 
education ministry,” he said. 

Koh Kong provincial la-
bour department director Yuk 
Songvath said: “Those who 
cannot complete Grade 9 can 

study online. So, after they 
complete the programme in 
three to six months, they can 
receive certificates equivalent 
to Grade 9 and can pursue 
skills training.” 

According to a UNESCO press 
release, 35 BEEP centres will be 
established in 15 provinces un-
der the programme of Decent 
Employment  for Youth, sup-

ported by the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation 
phase two (2020-2023). 

Phase two aims to support 
young people in Cambodia to 
obtain decent and productive 
employment opportunities 
by ensuring they are better 
able to meet labour market 
demands and prepare for 
quality employment, it said. 

BEEP was launched by 
UNESCO in 2016 in partnership 
with the education and labour 
ministries to provide flexible 
alternative education to out-
of-school youths to complete 
lower secondary/basic educa-
tion equivalent to Grade 9. 

BEEP enables Cambodian 
youths to complete their edu-
cation while continuing pro-
fessional activities. The basic 
education qualification pro-
vided by BEEP upon comple-
tion of the programme allows 
learners to build upon their 
knowledge and skills and 
pursue decent employment 
opportunities.

In phase one of the Decent 
Employment for Youth Proj-
ect between 2017 and 2019, 
13 BEEP learning centres were 
established in Siem Reap, Bat-
tambang and Kandal provinc-
es as well as Phnom Penh.

Since then, BEEP has gener-
ated a dynamic dialogue about 
the importance of continuing 
education, Information Com-
munication and Technology 
and lifelong learning in Cam-
bodia among policymakers, 
employers, development part-
ners, TVET institutes, NGOs 
and youths. A total of 535 
learners have enrolled, 38 per 
cent of them were women.

By 2023, at least 1,000 learn-
ers are expected to enrol and 
graduate. 
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Migrants 
can extend  
Thailand 
travel docs
Long Kimmarita

CAMBODIAN migrant workers 
stranded in Thailand can now 
extend their travel documents 
after the country declared it 
will continue to close the bor-
ders for November to prevent 
the spread of Covid-19, the 
Cambodian embassy in Bang-
kok announced. 

The embassy said Prime 
Minister Hun Sen approved 
the extension to help reduce 
hardships of Cambodian 
workers there. 

Workers are advised to visit 
the embassy to extend their 
documents free of charge. 

“The Thai government 
declared that it will lock down 
the country one more month 
from November 1 to Novem-
ber 30 to prevent Covid-19 
spread there,” the announce-
ment said.

The embassy also called on 
Cambodians in Thailand to 
adhere to the Thai govern-
ment’s Covid-19 prevention 
measures. 

The Centre for Alliance of 
Labour and Human Rights 
(Central) executive director 
Moeun Tola told The Post on 
November 3 welcomed the 
move. 

“The government has no 
options besides this method 
because Thailand has not 
opened the country yet. It 
means that workers working in 
Thailand cannot cross the bor-
der. If there is a border crossing, 
it is illegal,” he added. 

Tola said there are at least 
two million Cambodian work-
ers – both legal and illegal – 
working in Thailand. He said 
over 100,000 people have 
returned to Cambodia since 
the onset of the pandemic.

www.phnompenhpost.com
check the post website 
for breaking news

Probe launched into dead newborn
Orm Bunthoeurn

POLICE are hunting for suspects after the 
body of a newborn child aged one to three 
days old was discovered near Wat Phnom 
High School on November 1.

The Child Protection Unit (CPU), the 
Phnom Penh municipal police and the Sci-
entific Technical Police Department of the 
Ministry of the Interior have launched a 
homicide investigation to bring the perpetra-
tors to justice, according to a Facebook post 
by CPU executive director James McCabe.

He said on the Facebook page: “CPU 
forensic and homicide investigators attend-
ed the scene and after conducting an autop-
sy it was determined that the child had died 
under suspicious circumstances.”

Municipal police chief Sar Thet declined 
to comment. Ministry of Women’s Affairs 
spokesperson Man Chenda did not imme-
diately respond to request for comment. 

Lawyer Sang Kim Thach said abandon-
ing a minor under 15 years old is an offence 
punishable by a prison sentence and a fine 
under Article 321 of the Criminal Code. 

“The acts of abandonment by a person 
who has authority to take care of a minor 
less than fifteen years of age is punish-
able by an imprisonment of between one 

year and five years and a fine of between 
two million riel ($500) and 10 million 
riel if the abandonment puts the health 
or the safety of the minor in danger,” he 
said, quoting the article.

“The abandonment of children who are 
minors aged less than 15 is attributable 

to other factors like parents being young 
and a misunderstanding of the law. In the 
case that a woman has an unwanted preg-
nancy and she doesn’t want to have a 
child, she should receive legal advice con-
cerning abortion in any condition that the 
law permits,” he added.

the newborn’s body was discovered near wat phnom high school on sunday. CPU

officials visit a beep centre in koh kong province on tuesday. edUCation ministry

BEEP centres open in second phase

Poor diet and insufficient exercise is risky, PM says 
Continued from page 1

exercise is risky and can lead to public 
health problems. Immune systems are 
weakened against all kinds of diseases.  
Eating foods that are high in energy, fat, 
sugar or salt and not eating vegetables 
and fruit is the main factor contributing 
to various infectious diseases,” he said.

To help alleviate these problems, the 
government launched a social protec-
tion programme to hand out cash to 
pregnant women, children under the 
age of two and poor and vulnerable 
families during the pandemic. 

The Council for Agricultural and 
Rural Development also established 
the 2nd National Strategy for Food 
Security and Nutrition 2019-2023, the 
prime minister said. 

Rudina Vojvoda, the chief of com-
munication for UNICEF Cambodia, 
hailed the call by Hun Sen, saying 
Covid-19 is having a severe secondary 
impact on nutrition caused by fami-
lies’ economic hardships. 

Global experts predicted that even in 
conservative scenarios, the Covid-19 
impact could increase wasting (chil-
dren far underweight for their height) 

prevalence of children under 5 by 14.3 
per cent in low- and low middle-in-
come countries like Cambodia.

Vojvoda said: “Safeguarding access to 
nutritious, safe and affordable diets 
should be a cornerstone of the country’s 
Covid-19 response and recovery. Better 
nutrition leads to better resilience during 
emergency situations, including Covid-
19 and flood-related emergencies. 

“More so in Cambodia, there is a 
need to prioritise and expand the pre-
ventative and treatment interven-
tions for undernutrition.” 

She said ensuring proper nutrition for 

the first two years of a child’s life – what 
is commonly referred to as the first 1,000 
days – was of the utmost importance.

Evidence shows that investing in the 
first 1,000 days is one of the best invest-
ments any country can make to improve 
the health, nutrition and cognitive and 
overall development of children.

“UNICEF is committed to working 
closely with the RGC [Royal Govern-
ment of Cambodia] and other part-
ners to strengthen the nutrition sys-
tem and make sure that every child 
has access to healthy and nutritious 
food,” she said.
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Drug bust 
in Phnom 
Penh nabs 
7kg of meth

A mAn was sent to the Phnom 
Penh municipal Court on 
Tuesday after being arrested 

for trafficking 7.62kg of metham-
phetamine in Dangkor district’s 
Dangkor commune on Sunday.   

Anti-Drug department director 
Loek Vannak said officers are 
working to identify the suspect’s 
accomplices.

“We will continue to investigate 
and search for other suspects. 
normally, in drug trafficking 
cases, he cannot do this alone 
so there must be more people 
involved,” he said. 

municipal court spokesman 
Kuch Kimlong confirmed that the 
suspect was being questioned by 
deputy prosecutor Say nora. 

“We received the case already 
and will provide more information 
later,” he said. 

According to an anti-drug 
department report, the operation 
was led by its deputy director 
Cheav Tola and bureau chief Seng 
Khunnang. Phnom Penh munici-
pal Court deputy prosecutor Say 
nora was also involved.

District police chief Chim Sitha 
said his forces were also involved 
in the operation. 

“We worked in cooperation 
with officials from the anti-drug 
department on this case,” he said. 
Soth KoemSoeun
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Prey Lang documentary wins 
awards, draws ministry’s criticism
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

A DoCUmenTArY film titled 
Cambodia Burning produced 
by the Prey Lang Community 
network (PLCn) won two 
awards – “earth Photo 2020” 
and “Drone Photo 2020” – from 
the US-based Pulitzer Centre. 

The film, which has drawn 
criticism from a senior ministry 
of environment official, was 
photographed and produced 
by Sean Gallagher of britain 
early this year as he researched 
and recorded “climate crisis” 
and environmental issues in 
Cambodia, including defor-
estation and forest fires in the 
Prey Lang Wildlife Sanctuary. 

The awards were announced 
by the Pulitzer jury in August in 

the US state of massachusetts. 
In a Facebook post on mon-

day, Gallagher said local PLCn 
members – mainly farmers 
and local residents who travel 
by motorbike patrolling the 
forest to check for illegal log-
ging and poaching – stopped 
trucks full of freshly logged 
trees in Prey Lang. 

“Totalling over 3,500sq km, 
Prey Lang is one of Asia’s most 
threatened evergreen wood-
lands,” Gallagher wrote. 

PLCn was also awarded eU 
Green 2020 recognition in 
october from eU Green Week 
of Denmark. 

env ironment minist r y 
spokesman neth Pheaktra 
disapproved of the awards. 
He said that by photograph-

ing the forest and acting as a 
natural resource protector, 
the group took advantage of 
sacrifices made by the true 
natural resource protectors 
and conservationists. 

“natural resources protection 
and conservation in Cambodia 
is not exclusive to any individ-
ual. What they have done is just 
for the benefits of their own 
group. They should not have 
been praised because they just 
prepared plans to get financial 
support and give in to demands 
of certain donors,” he said.

Pheaktra said a genuine 
effort is made by officials from 
the environment ministry, 
including forest rangers and 
communities in protected 
areas, not activists.

Cambodia’s fourth fish breeding station is being built on 10ha in Stung Treng. miniStry of information

Construction underway on 
fourth fish breeding station
Mom Kunthear

THe construction of the King-
dom’s fourth fish breeding and 
production station broke 
ground this week on 10ha in 
Stung Treng province.

The more than $1 million 
project is co-funded by the 
World bank and the Cambo-
dian government. The con-
struction is expected to finish 
by the end of this year. 

Stung Treng provincial Fish-
eries Administration chief 
Tum niro said on november 3 
that the research station is the 
first large station in northeast-
ern provinces and will sup-
port people in various prov-
inces bordering Stung Treng.  

“There is no such station in 
the northeastern provinces. 

even though we build it in 
Stung Treng, this station will 
help to support other prov-
inces around it.

“This station has two main 
benefits for nature and the 
environment. We can research 
fish species in Stung Treng and 
we can breed fish and then 
release them in natural lakes 
to increase production. Anoth-
er benefit is boosting family 
economies and encouraging 
strong aquaculture,” he said. 

niro said while he did not 
have an estimate on the per-
centage of fishermen in the 
region, he believed that most 
people go fishing to support 
their family besides farming. 

“The main goal of the gov-
ernment is to reduce depend-
ence on nature by making 

people raise fish as a family 
business. There are not enough 
fish in the wild today to sustain 
demand,” he said.

Chheng Phen, deputy direc-
tor general of fisheries admin-
istration, said once the station 
is completed, techniques for 
fish production and rearing 
can be transferred to farmers. 
He said training farmers in 
aquaculture promotion, fish 
production, and preparing 
places to breed main species 
in the large station can fulfil 
the needs of locals.

Cambodia will now have 
four fish breeding research 
and production stations 
(three freshwater and one 
saltwater). They are in Prey 
veng, Kandal, Preah Siha-
nouk and Stung Treng.

Cambodia Burning producer Sean Gallagher said PLCN members are mainly farmers and local residents who 
travel by motorbikes to check for illegal logging and poaching in the forest. plcn

ministry plans meeting with media
Mom Kunthear

T
He ministry of Infor-
mation said it planned 
to hold a meeting with 
journalists from print, 

radio, television and other 
media sectors to receive their 
input and suggestions before 
referring them to Prime minis-
ter Hun Sen.

minister Khieu Kanharith 
said such a gathering is aimed 
at addressing their concerns.

“In the past, [as an exam-
ple], the information minis-
try had never received com-
plaints from female reporters 
over harassment while on the 
job. but if there is such a case, 
she can file a complaint with 
the ministry,” he said.

Cambodian Journalists Al-
liance (CamboJa) executive 
director nop vy welcomed 
the move. He said his associ-
ation is prepared to join the 
forum and will accept the 
opinions of member journal-
ists before submitting them 
to the ministry. 

“I am personally happy to 
join the discussion. CamboJa 
is also happy to cooperate if 
the ministry needs counsel-
ling on policies and laws,” he 
said.

vy said independent jour-
nalist bodies and reporters 
still face difficulties commu-
nicating with government 

institutions. If the ministry 
shares the feedback with 
those institutions, he said it 
will help journalists a lot. 

Union of Journalist Feder-
ations of Cambodia (UJFC) 
president Huy vannak told 
The Post he supported a 
meeting between journal-
ists and the ministry.

“Access to information is 
more open than before but 
we see a greater need to keep 
reporters safe when they try to 
carry out their work. We have 
also seen some newspapers 
have closed and that leaves re-
porters with no jobs,” he said.

vannak said professional 
ethics and integrity are also 

main points. He explained 
that some reporters do not 
act as reporters, but land 
dispute solvers, timber in-
terceptors or pointing out 
gambling rings. 

“These are things we have 
to solve to retain the value 
of reporters as information 
gatherers and storytellers. 

There are a lot of things to 
improve regarding the pro-
fessional ethics of reporters 
in our country,” he said.

Hun Sen meets correspon-
dents and journalists, regard-
less of their political affilia-
tion, every year in January. 
The first such forum started 
in 2017.

Information minister Khieu Kanharith said the ministry wants to receive media inputs before referring them to the prime minister. information miniStry 
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Prince Bank assists noble cause
Prince Bank pledged support for The Post Flood Relief Campaign at its 
headquarters last Wednesday. Prince Bank CEO Honn Sorachna (fourth 
right), deputy CEO Bin Devin (third right) and management welcomed the 
COO of The Phnom Penh Post, James Ong (centre right), and expressed 
their commitment to the initiative. Those interested can donate online or 
by scanning the bank’s QR code on page three of today’s paper. 

Soth Koemsoeun

THe ministry of Public Works 
and Transport announced it 
would strengthen penalties 
for transportation compa-
nies, owners of heavy lorries 
and individual vehicle own-
ers who exceed weight limits.

In a statement seen by The 
Post on november 2, the min-
istry advised delivery firm 
owners to ensure their driv-
ers obey the traffic law. Goods 
must not exceed the weight 
limit by more than 20 per cent 
and weigh stations have to 
take measures in accordance 
with the law, it said. 

“If case of repeated offence, 
the driving licence will be sus-
pended for two years and the 
[overloaded] vehicle will be im-
pounded for one year under Ar-
ticle 60 of the road law,” it said.  

Delivery firm owners, ve-
hicle owners and drivers who 
are punished have a right to 
file a complaint as stated in 
Article 47 of the road law. 

Cambodia Logistics Asso-
ciation (CLA) president Sin 
Chanthy told The Post on 
Tuesday he supports stricter 
enforcement but called on of-
ficials to enforce the law justly 
and transparently.

He said the enforcement 
will contribute to road main-
tenance and reduce traffic ac-
cidents. 

“We have to do our part to 

reduce traffic accidents be-
cause it requires participa-
tion from everyone. 

“This does not affect deliv-
eries. If a driver delivers over 
the limit, it doesn’t bring ben-
efits so we should respect the 
law,” Chanthy said.  

Asia Injury Prevention (AIP) 
Foundation director Kim 
Pagna said while he welcomed 
the move, he urged the minis-
try to call delivery company 
representatives to a meeting 
to tell them about the stricter 
measures and offer advice re-
lated to delivering goods. 

“Delivering over the limit has 
a great risk because it can cause 
traffic accidents and dam-
age road infrastructure. Some 
companies have not complied 
with the ministry’s guidelines. 

“We can suspend licences of 
delivery companies that break 
the law and impound vehicles 
for a certain amount of time. It 
will be a warning to other de-
livery firms,” he said.

rules tightened for 
drivers exceeding 
cargo weight limits

Hungary opens embassy 
office, inks cooperation docs
Niem Chheng

H
unGArIAn min-
ister of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade 
Peter Szijjarto on 

Tuesday signed three bilateral 
cooperation documents with 
Cambodia. The documents 
– which include coopera-
tion on water management, 
agriculture, and air services 
– were inked as Szijjarto offi-
cially opened office of Hun-
gary embassy in Phnom Penh 
during his official visit.

Cambodian minister of For-
eign Affairs and International 
Cooperation Prak Sokhonn 
said Szijjarto’s visit during the 
Covid-19 pandemic reflect 
Hungary’s strong commit-
ment to strengthening ties 
and boosting cooperation 
between the two countries. 
Cambodia has the same com-
mitment, Sokhonn said.

“Prime minister Hun Sen’s 
two visits to budapest and 
the state visit of Hungarian 
President Janos Ader last year, 
[and] now the official opening 
of office of the embassy of 
Hungary in Phnom Penh are 
all testimony to this shared 
commitment,” Sokhonn said.

He said both countries 
have always stood on the 
legal principles enshrined 
in the Charter of the un 
and hold strong positions in 
promoting multilateralism 

based on sovereignty. 
“Hungary is one of Cambo-

dia’s close friends. Hungary 
extended assistance and sup-
port to Cambodia when the 
country needed help after 
emerging from the ashes of the 
Khmer rouge regime. Hun-
gary’s peacekeepers  served 
under the un Transitional Au-
thority in Cambodia,” he said.

Sokhonn also thanked Hun-
gary for supporting Cambodia 
before the eu withdrew 20 
per cent of its “everything but 
Arms” scheme in February. 

“Hungary’s position on the 
ebA withdrawal process is 
another concrete example of 
a friend who understands us 
well and dares to raise a voice 
of support for fair treatment 
and ensure that Cambodia’s 
march toward peaceful de-
mocracy and sustainable de-

velopment continues unim-
peded,” he said. 

Sokhonn said both coun-
tries are preparing for the visit 
of King norodom Sihamoni to 
Hungary, which is expected to 
take place in the second half 
of 2021 or early 2022 and will 
mark the 65th anniversary of 
diplomatic relations.

Szijjarto also met minister 
of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries veng Sakhon to dis-
cuss agriculture cooperation 
and relevant sectors. 

Cambodia has exported 1,839 
tonnes of rice and 118 tonnes of 
tobacco to Hungary this year. 
Szijjarto said although this was 
a small amount, the volume 
would increase when a new 
memorandum of understand-
ing (mou) goes into effect.

Diplomatic relations be-
tween the two countries be-

gan on September 20, 1956 
after Hungary was invaded by 
the Soviet union, but were in-
terrupted during the Khmer 
rouge regime. relations re-
sumed in 1979 and Hungary 
extended assistance to assist 
with political stability and de-
velopment, according to the 
Council of ministers. 

Political analyst Lao mong 
Hai said Prime minister 
Hun Sen visited Hungary to 
strengthen ties while lobby-
ing the eu member state to 
thwart the ebA withdrawal. 

“It is good for Cambodia to 
have strong ties with another 
eu member. It would be too 
high an expectation, however, 
to think those ties were doing a 
lot of good for Cambodia on the 
international stage, especially 
at a time when Hungary has 
strained relations with the eu 
over its non-compliance with 
the eu’s rule of law,” he said.

Kin Phea, director of the 
royal Academy of Cambo-
dia’s International relations 
Institute, said Szijjarto’s visit 
upgrades the two countries’ 
cooperation to the next level. 

“Hungary’s support for 
Cambodia is a spiritual suc-
cess. It showed the eu Com-
mission’s decision to suspend 
the ebA for Cambodia was 
not unanimously accepted 
among member states. It was 
made only by some mem-
bers,” he said.

Cambodian foreign minister Prak Sokhonn (centre) and his Hungarian 
counterpart Peter Szijjarto (left). Heng CHivoan

Goods cannot exceed the weight 
limit by more than 20 per cent. 
publiC works ministry



Hin Pisei

T
HE National Assem-
bly on Monday ap-
proved the First Pro-
tocol to Amend the 

Agreement on Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership 
among Japan and Member 
States of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (AJ-
CEP – 1st Protocol).

Cambodia expects to ex-
pand its market to Japan and 
woo more investors from the 
economic powerhouse of the 
Pacific through the perks pro-
vided by the protocol.

On August 3, the Japanese 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
explained that the protocol 
“adds provisions concerning 
trade in services, movement 
of natural persons and invest-
ment to the [AJCEP], which 
entered into force in 2008.

“[It] includes the rules and 
liberalisation commitments 
from ASEAN member states 
which are not included in 
the bilateral EPAs [economic 
partnership agreements] and 
related agreements conclud-
ed between Japan and each 
ASEAN member state.”

Leading a delegation to de-
fend the protocol, Pan Sora-
sak, Minister of Commerce 
and ASEAN Economic Minis-
ter for Cambodia, said the law 
would improve ASEAN-Japan 
trade in tandem with the evo-
lution of the global economy 
by liberalising trade, services, 
movement of natural persons 
and investment.

He said it will also provide 
substantial benefits to the 
whole of Cambodian society 
by promoting national eco-
nomic growth, technologi-
cal exchange, the transfer of 
knowledge, reskilling and 
upskilling, while adding more 
tax revenue to state coffers.

“After the protocol comes 
into force [in the Kingdom], 
it will attract more Japanese 
investors and businesses to 
invest in Cambodia and im-
prove the inflow of techniques 
and technology, providing the 

Kingdom with more opportu-
nities,” Sorasak said.

The Japanese foreign min-
istry said the protocol entered 
into force on August 1 in Japan 
and five of ASEAN’s 10 member 
states – Laos, Myanmar, Singa-
pore, Thailand and Vietnam.

Royal Academy of Cambodia 
economics researcher Hong 
Vanak told The Post on Tues-
day that its agricultural base, 
diversity of skilled and afford-
able labour and a favourable 
geographical location at the 
heart of the ASEAN region 
with a convenient transporta-
tion system will play into the 
hands of the Kingdom.

“If the protocol officially 
takes shape, I believe Cambo-
dia will have a shot to entice 
more Japanese people to in-
vest here, given that the King-
dom is a member of ASEAN, 
which is known for the magni-
tude of its market and its high 
purchasing power,” he said.

But Vanak pointed out that 
the Kingdom must work to 
spruce up its investment law 
and make it more alluring.

Keo Mom, the CEO of Ly Ly 
Food Industry Co Ltd, one of 
the Kingdom’s largest packaged 
food processing enterprises, 
which recently partnered with 
Japan-based Kameda Seika Co 
Ltd, noted that the protocol 

opens the door for more Cam-
bodian products to the Japa-
nese market.

Cambodian-Japanese co-
operation and trade volume 
also stand to benefit from the 
agreement, she said, adding 
that her company plans to 
add Japan to its export desti-
nations in due course.

According to commerce 
ministry spokesman Seang 
Thay, the protocol would be 
effective only if all ASEAN 
member states agree to for-
mally approve it.

Enforced in December 2008, 
the AJCEP agreement covers 
economic cooperation, trade 
in goods and services and 
investment, according to the 
ASEAN Secretariat.

It said: “Under the AJCEP 
agreement, tariff elimination for 
‘Normal Track’ products should 
be completed within 10 years 
from the entry into force of the 
agreement for Japan, ASEAN-6 
[Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
the Philippines, Singapore and 
Thailand] and Vietnam.

“Flexibility is afforded to 
Cambodia, Laos and Myan-
mar with a longer timeframe 
of 13 years.

“Trade facilitating rules of 
origin [ROO] have been es-
tablished under the AJCEP 
agreement, which provides 

flexibility for cross-border 
traders in choosing the rule 
to apply to avail of the prefer-
ential tariff treatment.

“ASEAN and Japan have also 
initiated several economic 
cooperation projects includ-
ing capacity building and 
technical assistance in areas 
of mutual interest.

“These include, among oth-
ers, trade-related procedures, 
the business environment, 
intellectual property rights, 
energy, information and com-
munications technology, hu-
man resources development, 
small and medium enterpris-
es, tourism and hospitality, 
transportation and logistics, 
standards and conformance.”

Bilateral trade between 
Cambodia and Japan reached 
more than $1.346 billion in 
the first eight months of this 
year, down 7.42 per cent year-
on-year, according to data 
from the Japan External Trade 
Organisation (Jetro).

Goods exported from Cam-
bodia to Japan were worth 
$1.045 billion during the pe-
riod, down 5.3 per cent from 
$1.103 billion in the same peri-
od last year, Jetro figures show.

Imports from Japan were worth 
more than $300.89 million, down 
14.2 per cent from $350 million 
in the year-ago period.
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Thou Vireak

MINISTER of Commerce Pan Sorasak 
on Tuesday called on the Secretariat 
of National Committee for Intellec-
tual Property Rights (NCIPR) to work 
harder to boost the national intel-
lectual property (IP) system with spe-
cial consideration to international 
business integration.

The proposal was made during the 
10th NCIPR meeting.

Sorasak said relevant institutions 
must strengthen the system and bring 
it compliance with international IP 
standards and ease the Kingdom’s ever-
deepening integration into the global 

business and economic systems.
This, he stressed, must be in line with 

Intellectual Property Rights Work Plan 
2021-2023 and National Intellectual 
Property Strategic Plan 2021-2026.

“I would like to praise the close and 
excellent cooperation seen thus far 
between the relevant ministries and 
institutions that comprise the mem-
bership of the NCIPR in strengthen-
ing and promoting the IP sector in 
Cambodia,” Sorasak said.

He highlighted IP registration as a 
success story for the ministry in 2019-
2020, with emphasis on the geo-
graphical indication (GI) designation 
and collective trademarks.

Other ministerial achievements in the 
field during the period include – entry 
into international conventions and 
treaties, work on laws and regulation, 
signing memorandums of understand-
ing (MoUs) with major international IP 
entities, project implementation with 
national and international develop-
ment partners, public awareness cam-
paigns and dissemination of the law, 
according to Sorasak.

Since January 1, 2019, authorities 
have cracked down on 28 IP infringe-
ment cases involving $512,800, which 
plays a significant role in improving the 
livelihoods of Cambodians and reeling 
in more foreign investors, he said.

Op Rady, director of the ministry’s 
Department of Intellectual Property 
Rights, previously told The Post that 
local investors were becoming 
increasingly aware of IP law.

“Proper registration of trademarks 
will help to prevent conflicts and pro-
tect the original rights holder as it 
guarantees free and fair competi-
tion,” he said.

Cambodia joined the Madrid Proto-
col in March 2015, with the agreement 
coming into force in June that year.

Under the Madrid Protocol, trade-
marks registered by Cambodian busi-
nesses are recognised by all of the treaty’s 
98 members, covering 114 countries.

Trademark registrations reached 
3,841 in the first 11 months of last 
year, rising 2.13 from 3,761 in the 
same period in 2018, the ministry’s 
Results Review and Implementation 
Plan for 2020 report said.

Some 1,445 local companies and 
2,396 international firms registered 
for trademarks, a breakdown of the 
data showed.

In the period from January-Novem-
ber last year, the ministry received 
5,845 applications from trademarks 
from both domestic and internation-
al companies, up 10.95 per cent from 
5,268 in January-November 2018, the 
report said.

NA passes AJCEP-1st Protocol Ant Group delays IPO 
under regulatory strain
CHINA’S Ant Group on Tuesday 
suspended its record-breaking 
initial public offering (IPO) in 
both Hong Kong and Shanghai 
as the fintech giant faces grow-
ing pressure from Chinese regu-
lators over potential risks.

The firm’s Alipay platform 
has helped revolutionise com-
merce and personal finance in 
China, with consumers using 
the smartphone app to pay for 
everything from meals to gro-
ceries and travel tickets.

But Ant Group, which has 
more than 700 million month-
ly active users, has also caused 
concern in China’s state-con-
trolled finance sector by ven-
turing into personal and con-
sumer lending, wealth 
management and insurance.

Ant will suspend both legs of 
its $34 billion listing – origi-
nally set to take place this week 
– after being ordered by Chi-

nese regulators to postpone its 
Shanghai offering over con-
cerns it would not meet listing 
requirements, the company 
said in a filing on Tuesday.

The Shanghai stock exchange 
issued the order after Ant itself 
“reported major issues such as 
changes in the fintech super-
visory environment”, the 
bourse said in a separate state-
ment on the same day.

The move comes after co-
founder Jack Ma, Ant Group 
chairman Eric Jing, and CEO 
Simon Hu were summoned to 
an unusual meeting with regula-
tors on Monday, while state 
media have recently issued 
warnings about potential finan-
cial instability that could result 
from Ant Group’s rapid growth.

It also follows new state reg-
ulations to contain potential 
risks in China’s growing online 
lending industry, a sector Ant 
Group has aggressively moved 
into.

China’s regulators are 
“attempting to maintain control 
over a fintech sector that is 
already huge, profitable, and 
rapidly evolving”, Brock Silvers, 
chief investment officer at Kaiy-
uan Capital, told AFP.

“With no established rule 
book, regulators may have 
been understandably anxious 
to get involved.”

Ma, one of China’s richest 
and most powerful business 
figures as well as Ant Group’s 
controlling shareholder, has 
also faced state media criticism 
for comments late last month 
in which he boasted of the size 
of the IPO and appeared to 
criticise regulators for stifling 
fintech innovation.

An earlier Ant Group state-
ment on the meeting with regu-
lators said “views regarding the 
health and stability of the finan-
cial sector were exchanged”, but 

otherwise gave few details.
A Sunday commentary in 

the state-controlled Financial 
News warned of internet giants 
like Ant Group getting too big, 
saying any resulting systemic 
problems “will lead to serious 
risk contagion”.

Other commentaries have 
urged tighter regulation of Ant 
Group’s online lending.

The state-owned Economic 
Daily newspaper responded 
on Tuesday to the suspension 
calling it a demonstration of 
regulators’ determination to 
“safeguard the interests of 
investors”.

The share sale was set to beat 
the $29 billion chalked up by 
previous record-holder Saudi 
Aramco last December.

Beijing has called on national 
flagships of the tech sector to list 
on domestic stock exchanges 
rather than fundraise in the US, 
in a period of sharp economic 
and political rivalry. AFP

Ministry calls on committee to spruce up nat’l IP system

Cambodia expects to expand its market to Japan and woo more investors from the economic powerhouse of 
the Pacific through the perks provided by AJCEP – 1st Protocol. HENG CHIVOAN

with no established rule 
book, regulators may have 

been understandably anxious 
to get involved
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vIeTnAmeSe telecom pro-
viders viettel and mobifone 
have received licences from 
the ministry of Information 
and Communications to com-
mercially test fifth-generation 
(5G) broadcast in Hanoi and 
Ho Chi minh City.

The military-run group can 
test in Hanoi with a maximum 
of 140 base transceiver sta-
tions (bTSs) while mobiFone 
can do so in Ho Chi minh City 
with 50 bTSs.

viettel will use planned broad-
bands of 2,500-2,600mHZ, 
3.700-3.800mHz and 27.100-
27.500mHz for the commer-
cial test.

meanwhile, mobiFone will 
use the broadband of 2.600mHz 
according to the national plan-
ning on radio frequency spec-
trum and regulations on radio 
frequency management.

The licence will be evaluated 
by the end of June next year.

The tests are expected to help 
the companies evaluate their 
technology and market size 
before launching commercial 
operations.

both viettel and mobiFone 
are allowed to test mobile 
ground telecommunication 
networks using radio frequency 
bands with International mo-
bile Telecommunications-2020 
(ImT-2020 Standard) technol-
ogy according to 5G specifica-
tions (3GPP) standard version 

15 and subsequent versions.
mobile subscribers of the 

network operators who are 
connected to public telecom-
munications networks can join 
the commercial test.

The companies need to follow 
cybersecurity safety and pri-
vacy regulations while running 
the tests, the ministry said.

The first 5G phone call in the 
country was made on January 
17 using equipment manufac-
tured by viettel, which has been 
conducting non-commercial 
tests and installing equipment 
since last year.

The number of 5G subscrip-
tions could hit 6.3 million or 
six per cent of total mobile sub-
scriptions by 2025, according to 
a forecast from technology con-
glomerate Cisco.

5G is said to offer speeds 100 
times faster than 4G and sup-
port new applications like re-
mote medical procedures and 
autonomous driving.

earlier, viettel and vingroup 
JSC signed a cooperation agree-
ment to develop a 5G gnodeb 
mobile base station system.

The two sides agreed last 
month to complete the set of 
specifications for 5G base sta-
tion products and complete 
two laboratories for each side.

It is expected that the two 
sides will make the first test call 
on the 3,600-3,800mHz band 
next month. VIET NAM NEWS/ANN

vInAmILK, the largest dairy 
producer in vietnam, recently 
imported 500 dairy cows from 
the US and plans to buy an 
additional 1,100-1,200 cows 
next year for its dairy cow 
farm in the central province 
of Quang ngai to boost the 
domestic supply of raw milk.

vinamilk splashed out some 
700 billion dong ($30.2 mil-
lion) on the high-tech farm, 
which spans 100ha in Quang 
ngai province and is home to 
4,000 milch cows.

The farm, vinamilk’s second-
largest, will be inaugurated in 
Duc Hoa commune, mo Duc 
district in march next year.

Last year, vinamilk inaugu-
rated vietnam’s largest dairy 
cow farm in Tay ninh prov-
ince.  Invested at a total cost 

of more than 1.2 trillion dong, 
the farm covers 685ha in 
Long Khanh commune, ben 
Cau district. With a herd of 
8,000 cows, the farm provides 
100,000 litres of fresh milk per 
day, equivalent to 40 million 
litres of milk annually.

vinamilk recorded more 
than 45.27 trillion dong in 
revenue during January-Sep-
tember, up 7.4 per cent year-
on-year. Its post-tax profit 
surged seven per cent from 
the same time last year to 8.96 
trillion dong.

next year, the firm hopes to 
gain 59.6 trillion dong in reve-
nue and 10.69 trillion dong in 
post-tax profit, up six per cent 
and one per cent compared 
to the figures last year. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

viettel, mobiFone 
given licences to 
commercially test 5G

vinamilk unveils plan 
to import 1,200 cows 
from the US next year

Supermarkets told to buy local
Thou Vireak

T
He ministry of Indus-
try, Science, Technol-
ogy and Innovation 
on Tuesday called 

on all supermarket owners 
in Cambodia to stock local 
products that meet adequate 
hygiene standards.

The plea was made during 
a consultation between the 
ministry and supermarket rep-
resentatives under the theme 
Promoting Khmer Products 
held at the ministry.

ministry secretary of state 
Kim Touch said talks centred 
on reinforcing hygiene stan-
dards and addressing the 
challenges faced by the King-
dom’s small and medium-
sized enterprises (Smes).

All parties will work to pave 
the way for more Sme products 
to make their debut at super-
markets across the Kingdom. 

“The discussions are very 
important in fashioning solu-
tions and making it easier to 
provide opportunities to back 
local products in the food and 
non-food sectors,” Touch said.

He noted that the volume of 
local products on the shelves 
in the capital’s supermarkets 
remains limited and that 
all stakeholders must work 
together to support mov-
ing more local products into 
mainstream markets and fur-
ther stimulate growth.

“As the guardian of Smes, 
the ministry is committed to 
continuing to work with su-
permarket owners to ease any 

appropriate standard require-
ments that would allow small 
and medium enterprises to 
be able to bring its products 
into supermarkets in Cambo-
dia,” Touch said.

According to Thel veasna, a 
food order manager at shop-
ping mall developer and op-
erator Aeon (Cambodia) Co 
Ltd, Aeon malls have always 
been staunch supporters of 
local products, with more 
than 2,000 items currently 
stocking the shelves of its two 
Phnom Penh locations. 

Injecting an air of realism, he 
called on supermarket owners 
to tighten their hygiene con-
trols in their evaluation of po-
tential new products.

A makro (Cambodia) Co Ltd 
representative, who goes by 
the name odom, said makro 
is doing its part in promoting 
domestic products.

He noted that it signed a 
memorandum of understand-
ing (moU) in September with 
the ministry of Commerce on 
the development of value chains 
to supply the retailer with agro-
commercial products.

The deal, he said, was part of 
the commerce ministry’s Ac-
celerating Inclusive markets for 
Smallholders (Aims) project.

“We support local products. 
We currently have many local 
products on sale at makro ware-
house stores, and many of them 
are very popular,” odom said.

Speaking at the event, Hort 
Pheng, the director-general of 
the industry ministry’s Gen-
eral Department of Smes and 
Handicrafts, said there were 
52,154 formally registered 
Smes as of December 31.

but Covid-19 shuttered 
13,690 of them, mostly in the 
cigarette, food or beverage 
business, he said.

The total economic output 
of the Kingdom’s Smes was 
to the tune of $2.6 billion last 
year, he added.

“We need to strengthen hy-
giene standards to be competi-
tive in terms of production ca-
pacity, quality, packaging and 
capture international market 
opportunities,” Pheng said.

Vinamilk splashed out some 700 billion dong ($30.2 million) on the 
high-tech farm, which spans 100ha in Quang Ngai province and is home 
to 4,000 milch cows. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

The industry ministry holds a consultation with supermarket representatives on Tuesday under the theme 
Promoting Khmer Products. ThOu VIREAK



•	 Review	teacher	training	programmes	at	
National	Institute	of	Education,	Teacher	
Education	College	(TEC)	and	Regional	
Teacher	Training	Centre	(RTTC),	and	
ensure	training	equivalence,	especially	in	
STEM	(Science,	Technology,	Engineering,	
and	Mathematics),	ICT	and	foreign	
languages;

•	 Strengthen	the	capacity	of	trainers	on	
subject-based	knowledge,	teaching	
methods	and	ICT;

•	 Review	the	operation	of	provincial	TTCs;
•	 Conduct	training	on	school	leadership	

and	for	school	principals;
•	 Improve	infrastructure	and	equip	colleges	

with	teaching	materials	for	efficient	
training;

•	 Develop	teachers	with	quality,	
competency	and	accountability	in	line	

with	the	code	of	conduct,	and	provide	
required	conditions	for	effective	and	
efficient	performance;

•	 Develop	physical	infrastructure	to	meet	
the	requirements	of	the	Teacher	Education	
Professional	Standards;

•	 Transform	RTTCs	into	high-quality	TECs;
•	 Strengthen	the	functioning	of	teacher	

development	centres	to	provide	
continuous	professional	development;

•	 Promote	development	by	establishing	a	
clear	career	pathway;	promote	position	
and	rank	based	on	performance;	update	
the	payroll	scale	through	a	policy	on	
educational	professional	development,	
with	a	master	plan	on	continuous	
professional	development	(systematic	
in-service	teacher	training	(INSET)/on-
service	teacher	training	(ONSET)	prepared	

in	a	coordinated	manner.	The	INSET/
ONSET	budget	will	be	incorporated	in	the	
school	operational	budget;

•	 Review	the	criteria	for	recruiting	teachers,	
following	the	formula	for	pre-school	
teachers	12+2;

•	 Modernise	the	standards	of	teacher	
training	programmes	to	meet	national	
needs	and	to	be	competitive	regionally	and	
globally	by	developing	teacher	education	
provider	standards	and	teacher	educational	
standard	assessments.	Develop	a	policy	
on	TECs,	create	a	master	plan	on	the	
development	of	TECs	by	revising	the	terms	
of	reference/names,	and	the	mapping	of	
TTCs	to	become	TECs;

•	 Develop	INSET	and	ONSET	at	TECs;
•	 Develop	a	teacher	management	system	

and	assess	teacher	performance.

Pillar 1: Implementation of the 
Teacher Policy Action Plan:
•		Continue	to	motivate	high-per-

forming	teachers	and	principals,	
awarding	winners	among	principals	
and	teachers	who	perform	well,	
particularly	in	first	grade	Khmer	
and	Mathematics;

•	 Implement	a	policy	on	career	path-
ways	for	teachers;

•	 Implement	a	policy	on	continuous	
professional	development	for	princi-
pals	and	teachers;

•	 Continue	to	develop	infrastructure	
and	the	capacity	of	teacher	training	
institutions,	and	develop	the	capacity	
of	teacher	trainers;

•	 Strengthen	capacity	for	both	in-	and	
pre-service	teachers	to	roll	out	health	
education	subjects	including	compre-
hensive	sex	education;

•	 Review	teachers’	rationalisation	and	
promote	the	effective	deployment	of	
new	teachers.

Pillar 2: Review curricula and textbooks, 
and improve learning environments:
•	 Develop	core	textbooks	for	all	sub-

jects	at	all	education	levels;
•	 Strengthen	reading	methods	and	nu-

merical	teaching	methods	in	primary	
schools	and	strengthen	teaching	
methods	for	secondary	education;

•	 Increase	reading	habits	in	the	
classroom	and	library,	conduct	
a	national	reading	day,	improve	
school	libraries	and	create	a	digital	
library	network	at	higher	education	
institutions	and	teacher	training	
institutions;

•	 Promote	the	implementation	of	an	
education	policy	on	Science,	Tech-
nology,	Engineering	and	Mathemat-
ics,	or	digital	education;

•	 Advance	the	implementation	of	
health	education	subject	including	
comprehensive	sex	education;

•	 Renovate	and	repair	old	buildings,	

build	clean-water	facilities,	wash-
rooms	and	toilets,	as	well	as	science	
and	computer	labs.

Pillar 3: Enforcement of inspections:
•	 Continue	training	education	inspec-

tors,	and	regularly	inspect	all	25	
provincial	education	institutions;

•	 Harmonise	inspection	tools	by	in-
tegrating	the	child-friendly	schools	
measuring	tool	and	school-based	
management	monitoring	tool;

•	 Conduct	thematic	inspections	on	
key	topics	related	to	education	
reform;

•	 Strengthen	the	internal	inspection	
system	based	on	school	self-as-
sessment	and	the	preparation	and	
implementation	of	regular	internal	
inspections;

•	 Carry	out	external	inspections,	based	
on	thematic	and	regular	inspections	
at	the	provincial	level;

•	 Use	the	inspection	results	to	improve	
curricula,	Pre-Service	Teacher	Train-
ing	(PRESET)	and	In-Service	Teacher	
Training	(INSET),	and	various	man-
agement	tasks;

•	 Develop	staff	capacity	in	prepar-
ing	evaluations	and	testing,	and	
analysing	results;

•	 Develop	and	train	new	educational	
inspectors	and	principals	on	the	inter-
nal	and	external	inspection	system.

Pillar 4: Improve learning evaluations:
•	 Continue	to	strengthen	all	types	of	

exams,	especially	lower	and	upper	
secondary;

•	 Disseminate	a	framework	for	
evaluating	student	achievement	in	
pre-primary	and	general	education;

•	 Strengthen	national	assessment	
testing	at	Grades	3,	6,	8	and	11	in	
Khmer,	Mathematics	and	Physics;

•	 Carry	out	student	achievement	as-
sessments	of	primary	school	students	
using	the	Southeast	Asia	Primary	

Learning	Metric	for	Grade	5;
•	 Participate	in	the	International		

Student	Assessment	Programme	
(PISA	2021).

Pillar 5: Higher education reform:
•	 Increase	resources	for	training	in	

Science,	Technology,	Engineering,	
Art,	Creativity	and	Mathematics	in	
response	to	the	implementation	of	
Cambodia’s	Industrial	Development	
Policy	2015-2025;

•	 Establish	funding	for	research;
•	 Improve	the	accreditation	system	of	

higher	education	institutions	(HEIs)	
and	monitor	training	at	HEIs;

•	 Promote	access	to	higher	education	
with	equity	and	inclusion,	and	instil	
life-long	learning;

•	 Allocate	a	package	of	funding	for	
HEIs	with	priority	training	pro-
grammes	to	meet	economic	and	
social	development;

•	 Build	dormitories	to	promote	access	
and	equity	in	higher	education;

•	 Improve	teaching	and	learning	
capacity	in	higher	education;

•	 Develop	a	curriculum	that	responds	
to	economic,	digital	and	social	
development;

•	 Increase	the	number	of	professors	
with	doctoral	degrees	by	20	per	cent,	
and	60	per	cent	for	master’s	degrees.

wEdnEsdAy, novEmbER 4, 2020  //  www.PHnomPEnHPosT.com

WHILE	celebrating	this	
year’s	World	Teachers’	
Day	on	October	5,	the	
Ministry	of	Education,	

Youth	and	Sport	(MoEYS)	offered	its	
gratitude	and	sincere	thanks	to	all	
teachers	in	Cambodia	and	beyond	for	
their	efforts	in	enhancing	the	quality	
of	education	for	all	students.	

In	this	spirit,	the	Royal	Govern-
ment	of	Cambodia	is	committed	to	
enhancing	the	quality	of	education	by	
continuously	raising	teachers’	qualifi-
cations	and	salaries.	

This	has	been	shown	in	recent	pay	
increases	–	in	2015,	teacher	salaries	
were	between	500,000	and	1,200,000	
riel;	in	2020,	teacher	salaries	are	be-
tween	1,200,000	and	2,100,000	riel.	

The	Ministry	of	Education	contin-
ues	to	work	with	stakeholders,	par-
ticularly	the	Ministry	of	Economy	and	
Finance,	to	explore	possible	ways	to	
continue	increasing	teacher	salaries.

Teaching	quality	remains	among	
the	top	priorities	for	MoEYS	–	as	em-
bedded	within	Education,	Youth	and	
Sport	reform	strategies	–	as	supported	
by	the	overarching	Rectangular	Strat-
egy	Phase	IV	of	the	sixth	mandate	of	
the	Royal	Government	of	Cambodia.	

The	Rectangular	Strategy	Phase	IV	
sets	human	resources	development	as	
a	priority,	with	MoEYS	committed	to	
achieving	the	objectives	of	Quality	
Education,	Science	and	Technology	by	
focusing	on	seven	priorities.

1)	Teacher	qualifications;	2)	

expanding	the	scope	of	schools	at	
all	levels;	3)	strengthening	compre-
hensive	inspections	of	Schools	Based	
Management	(SBM);	4)	promoting	
technical	education	at	upper	second-
ary	schools;	5)	skills	education	for	
the	job	market;	6)	developing	com-
prehensive	curricula	and	textbooks;	
and	7)	being	ready	for	the	Southeast	
Asian	Games	that	Cambodia	is	host-
ing	in	2023.	

There	are	two	major	aspects	of	
strengthening	the	quality	of	teachers	
within	Education,	Youth	and	Sport	
reform	strategies	of	particular	focus	
–	the	priority	of	education	policy	
reform	in	the	five-pillar	framework	
and	teacher	training	reform	at	teacher	
education	institutions.

Education ministry’s reform strategies 
to improve the quality of teachers

Minister of Education HE Dr Hang Chuon Naron attends a World Teachers’ Day 2020 event.  

All schools are abiding by the measures introduced by the ministry amid the Covid-19 outbreak.

MoEYS has given top priority to developing teacher capacity.  

1. PRIoRITy of EducATIon PolIcy REfoRms 
Based on the progress of the implementation of educational reform programmes, MoEYS has prioritised educational reform in the following five-pillar framework:

2. TEAcHER TRAInIng REfoRm AT TEAcHER EducATIon InsTITuTIons
MoEYS is also developing teacher capacity and teacher education centres with a focus on the following:
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world

THe Un rights chief on mon-
day decried ongoing “indis-
criminate” attacks on civilian 
areas during fighting over the 
disputed nagorno-Karabakh 
region, warning Armenia and 
Azerbaijan that such attacks 
could amount to “war crimes”.

She also voiced concern 
about “compelling” and 
“deeply disturbing” video im-
ages appearing to show Azer-
baijani troops executing two 
captured Armenian soldiers.

Hundreds of people have 
been killed since new fight-
ing erupted on September 27 
over Karabakh – an ethnic Ar-
menian region of Azerbaijan 
that broke from baku’s con-
trol during a war in the 1990s.

Un High Commissioner 
for Human rights michelle 
bachelet pointed out that she 
and others had called on the 
parties to “take all feasible 
steps to avoid, or at the very 
least minimise, the loss of ci-
vilian life and damage to ci-
vilian infrastructure”.

“Instead, homes have been 
destroyed, streets reduced to 
rubble, and people forced to 
flee or seek safety in base-
ments,” she lamented in a 
statement.

“International humanitar-
ian law cannot be clearer,” 
she stressed.

“Attacks carried out in vio-
lation of the principle of dis-
tinction or the principle of 
proportionality may amount 
to war crimes.”

“The parties to the conflict 
are obliged to effectively, 
promptly, thoroughly and 
impartially investigate such 
violations and to prosecute 
those alleged to have com-
mitted them,” she said.

Armenia and Azerbaijan 
had vowed during talks in 
Geneva on Friday to refrain 
from targeting civilian popu-
lations, but several strikes 
against populated areas were 
reported over the weekend, 
bachelet’s office pointed out.

The Un rights lamented in 
particular “deeply troubling 
reports that cluster muni-
tions have been used by both 
parties”.

She also expressed serious 
concern about videos that 
have surfaced appearing to 
show war crimes being com-
mitted.

“While many faked im-
ages have been circulating 
on social media, in-depth 
investigations by media or-
ganisations into videos that 
appeared to show Azerbaijani 
troops summarily execut-
ing two captured Armenians 
in military uniforms uncov-
ered compelling and deeply 
disturbing information,” the 
statement said.

“Under international hu-
manitarian law, the wilful 
killing of protected persons 
constitutes a grave breach of 
the Geneva Conventions and 
therefore constitutes a war 
crime,” it said. AFP

Un rights chief warns 
of possible ‘war crimes’ 
in Karabakh conflict

vienna ‘terror attack’ leaves four dead
A HUGe manhunt was under 
way on Tuesday after gunmen 
opened fire at multiple loca-
tions across central vienna, 
killing at least four people and 
wounding several more in 
what Austrian Chancellor 
Sebastian Kurz described as a 
“repulsive terror attack”.

one of the suspected kill-
ers, identified as an Islamic 
State (IS) group sympathiser, 
was shot dead by police who 
said they were searching for 
at least one more assailant 
still at large.

The attacks, in six locations 
including near a synagogue in 
the centre of the city, were car-
ried out by “several suspects 
armed with rifles”, police said 
on monday night.

The shooting began just 
hours before Austria was to re-
impose a coronavirus lock-
down, with people out in bars 
and restaurants enjoying a final 
night of relative freedom.

The death toll rose on Tues-
day to four people, two men 
and two women, police said.

vienna mayor michael Ludwig 
earlier said that 15 people had 
been taken to hospital, seven of 
them seriously wounded.

Police said an officer had also 

been hurt during the attacks.
The attacks started at around 

8pm (1900 GmT) when the first 
gunshots were heard in the city’s 
centrally located first district.

Interior minister Karl 
nehammer told a press confer-
ence on Tuesday that the dead 
attacker was “a radicalised per-
son who felt close to IS”.

“All the signs make it clear it’s 
a radicalised person and a per-
son who feels closely connect-
ed to IS.”

Police had used explosives to 
blast their way into the apart-
ment of the dead man who 
had been “heavily armed”, the 
minister added.

He had earlier noted: “Accord-
ing to what we currently know, 
there is at least one attacker 
who is still on the run.”

It was unclear how many 
assailants were involved in the 
assault.

Speaking to national public 
service broadcaster osterrei-
chischer rundfunk (orF), 
Austrian leader Kurz said the 
attackers were “were very well 
equipped with automatic 
weapons” and had “prepared 
professionally”.

He had tweeted: “our police 
will act decisively against the 
perpetrators of this repulsive 
terror attack.

“We will never be intimidated 
by terrorism and we will fight 
this attack with all means”.

Kurz said that while police 
were concentrating on the 
anti-terror operation, the army 
would take over the security of 
major buildings in vienna.

nehammer urged vienna 
residents to remain in their 
homes and keep away from all 
public places or public trans-
port. He said that children 
would not be expected to go to 
school on Tuesday.

Sirens and helicopters could 
be heard in the city centre as 
emergency services responded 
to the attack.

An AFP photographer said that 
large numbers of police were 
guarding an area near the city’s 
world-famous opera house.

The location of the initial 
shooting was close to a major 
synagogue.

The president of vienna’s 
Jewish community oskar 
Deutsch said that shots had 
been fired “in the immediate 
vicinity” of the Stadttempel 
synagogue, but added that it 
was currently unknown 
whether the temple – closed at 
the time – had been the target 
of an attack. AFP

more lockdowns in europe as 
coronavirus outbreaks grow
A

USTrIA and Greece 
on Tuesday will be-
come the latest eu-
ropean nations to 

impose spirit-crushing curbs to 
combat the coronavirus surge, 
with a deadly terrorist attack in 
vienna ahead of a partial lock-
down compounding the misery.

The virus has infected over 
46 million people worldwide, 
with more than 1.2 million 
deaths, and the acute out-
breaks in europe and the US 
are sparking further alarm 
about the state of the already 
devastated global economy.

Austria’s cases in recent weeks 
have surged well past the levels 
recorded in the spring, forcing 
the government to impose a 
curfew between 8pm and 6am 
starting on Tuesday until the 
end of this month.

Chancellor Sebastian Kurz 
had announced the measures 
on Saturday, describing them 
as “dramatic interventions in 
our social life”.

no meetings will be allowed 
between people from more 
than two households, and 
there will be limited curfew ex-
ceptions for care responsibili-
ties and essential work travel. 
Universities and high schools 
will move to distance learning, 
but kindergartens and other 
schools will remain open.

Just hours before the begin-
ning of the lockdown, with 
people enjoying a final night 
of relative freedom, gunmen 
opened fire at multiple loca-

tions across central vienna, 
killing at least two people.

A two-week lockdown will 
also come into force on Tuesday 
in Greece’s second-biggest city 
Thessaloniki, with flights sus-
pended and everything closed 
except schools. The restrictions 
follow localised lockdowns in 
the regions of Kozani and Kas-
toria earlier this month.

The Covid-19 crisis has deep-
ened in europe in recent weeks 
with health experts warning 
the spikes in infections could 
overwhelm healthcare infra-
structure across the continent.

To curb the spike in Germa-
ny, europe’s biggest economy, 
Chancellor Angela merkel 

appealed to citizens to help 
achieve a “turnaround” by re-
specting a new round of shut-
downs from monday until the 
end of the month.

much of Portugal also faces 
a lockdown from Wednesday 
while France, having imposed 
its second shutdown last week, 
is also preparing to further 
tighten restrictions. england 
will begin a new nationwide 
lockdown on Thursday, bring-
ing it into line with other parts 
of the UK and europe.

The frustration over the 
economic and social cost of 
lockdowns has led to protests 
in many parts of the world, 
especially europe, with some 

leading to violent skirmishes, 
notably in Spain and Italy 
as well as the Czech capital 
Prague and the eastern Ger-
man city of Dresden.

And some of Germany’s top 
orchestras staged protests on 
monday, warning that corona-
virus lockdowns pose an exis-
tential threat to the arts and 
entertainment industries.

musicians from internation-
ally-renowned ensembles in 
berlin and munich, as well as 
the orchestra of the bavarian 
State opera in munich, staged 
a minute’s silence at the start 
of their respective concerts, 
according to video footage 
posted on social media. AFP

PeoPLe voted on Tuesday in 
a US election amounting to a 
referendum on President Don-
ald Trump and his uniquely 
brash, bruising presidency 
that Democratic opponent 
and frontrunner Joe biden 
urged supporters to end, re-
storing “our democracy”.

The US is more divided and 
angry than at any time since 
the vietnam War era of the 
1970s – and fears that Trump 
could dispute the result of 
the election are only fuelling 
those tensions.

Despite an often startlingly 
laid-back campaign, biden, 
77, leads in almost every 
opinion poll, buoyed by his 
consistent message that 
America needs to restore its 
“soul” and get new leadership 
in the midst of a coronavi-
rus pandemic that has killed 
more than 231,000 people.

“I have a feeling we’re com-
ing together for a big win to-
morrow,” biden said in Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania, a vital 
electoral battleground where 
he was joined by pop super-
star Lady Gaga. “It’s time to 

stand up and take back our 
democracy.”

but Trump was character-
istically defiant to the end, 
campaigning at a frenetic 
pace with crowded rallies in 
four states on monday, and 
repeating his dark, unprece-
dented claims for a US presi-
dent that the polls risk being 
rigged against him.

After almost non-stop 
speeches in a final three-day 
sprint, he ended up in the ear-
ly hours of Tuesday in Grand 
rapids, michigan – the same 
place where he concluded his 
epic against-the-odds cam-
paign in 2016 where he de-
feated apparent frontrunner 
Hillary Clinton.

Despite the bad poll num-
bers, the 74-year-old re-
publican real estate tycoon 
counted on pulling off an-
other upset.

“We’re going to have anoth-
er beautiful victory tomor-
row,” he told the michigan 
crowd, which chanted back: 
“We love you, we love you!”

“We’re going to make histo-
ry once again,” he said. AFP

US votes under threat 
of election hullabaloo

One of the gunmen was shot dead by police who said they were hunting 
for at least one more attacker still at large. AFP

The Covid-19 crisis has deepened in Europe in recent weeks with health experts warning the spikes in 
infections could overwhelm healthcare infrastructure. AFP
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ASEAN

InDoneSIA’S military “execut-
ed” a church leader in its insur-
gency-wracked Papua region, 
the national Human rights 
Commission said on monday, 
in the latest allegation of a ci-
vilian killing by soldiers.

A report by the agency, cit-
ing witness testimony, alleged 
pastor Yeremia Zanambani 
was tortured and then shot 
by deputy army chief Alpius 
Hasim madi during an inter-
rogation on September 19. He 
later died of his wounds.

Commissioner Choirul 
Anam said in a statement: 
“The alleged perpetrator of 
the torture and extrajudicial 
killing is a military member.

“before the victim died, he 
told two witnesses [about the 
perpetrator]. other witnesses 
also saw [Alpius] at the crime 
scene with three to four other 
military members.”

In response, Indonesia’s mil-
itary said it was still probing 
the septuagenarian Yeremia’s 
death in Papua’s central Hita-
dipa district.

Papua military spokesman 
reza nur Patria told AFP: “If 
later there is evidence that 
a military member was in-
volved, then he’ll be dealt with 
under existing laws and regu-
lations.”

Amnesty International earlier 
said it had documented over 
a dozen unlawful killings by 
members of the military and 
police in Papua since February.

Indonesian security forces 
have long been accused of 
committing atrocities against 
Papuan civilians during a de-
cades-long rebel movement 
aimed at gaining independence 
for the region next to indepen-
dent Papua new Guinea.

The Southeast Asian nation 
took control of mineral-rich 
Papua, a former Dutch colony, 
in the 1960s following a vote to 
stay within the archipelago that 
was widely viewed as rigged.

on monday, the commis-
sion’s report said the church 
leader suffered severe wounds 
from a sharp object before he 
was forced to kneel down “so it 
was easier for the perpetrator 
to execute him”.

Yeremia’s wife found his 
blood-soaked body and he 
died of his injuries several 
hours later, it said.

Yeremia was being ques-
tioned about military guns 
that had been stolen by reb-
els, the report said, after two 
soldiers had been killed in 
the area recently, allegedly by 
guerrillas.

As part of its probe, the Com-
mission interviewed the suspect 
Alpius who said Yeremia was on 
his list of so-called “enemies” in 
the district, and that the victim 
had criticised the army over the 
earlier disappearance of two of 
his relatives.

Alpius did not implicate 
himself in the killing and has 
not been charged. AFP

Indonesian military 
‘executed’ church head

myanmar monk gives self up

Storm Goni forecast to hit central 
provinces of vietnam on Thursday

A 
HArDlIne bud-
dhist monk turned 
himself in on mon-
day after 18 months 

on the run – and less than a 
week before myanmar’s na-
tional elections – a move ana-
lysts described as a bid to “in-
fluence” the vote.

once dubbed by Time mag-
azine as the “buddhist bin 
laden” for his role in stirring 
up religious hatred in the bud-
dhist-majority nation, Ashin 
Wirathu has been on the run 
since police issued an arrest 
warrant in may last year.

The 52-year-old has long 
been known for his nationalist 
anti-Islamic rhetoric – partic-
ularly against the stateless ro-
hingya muslim community.

but it was his outbursts 
against civilian leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi and her govern-
ment last year that prompted 
the arrest warrant for sedition.

After a year-and-a-half as 
a fugitive, a video posted on-
line on monday showed him 
speaking to supporters in Yan-
gon, wearing a face mask and 
shield against coronavirus.

The government “forced me 
into this situation”, he said, 
calling on myanmar citizens 
to vote out the “evil” national 
league of Democracy (nlD) 
party from power.

“I will go to the police and 
do whatever they ask of me,” 
he added, before climbing 
into a taxi.

Sein maw, director of Yan-
gon regional Government’s 

religious ministry, confirmed 
the firebrand monk’s arrest to 
AFP.

Wirathu could face up to 
three years in jail if found 
guilty of attempting to bring 
“hatred or contempt” or of 
“exciting disaffection” to-
wards the government.

In 2017, myanmar’s highest 
buddhist authority banned 
the monk from preaching for 
one year over his tirades.

After the ban expired, how-
ever, the pro-military preach-
er once again became a regu-
lar at nationalist rallies, where 
he accused the government 
of corruption and fumed 
against its failed attempts to 

re-write the junta-scripted 
constitution.

Yangon-based analyst Da-
vid mathieson said although 
the authorities could have 
found him if they had re-
ally tried, they were probably 
loath to stage a risky arrest 
that could have given him a 
surge of support.

“He wants to be a martyr so 
why give him the oxygen to 
achieve that?”

Facebook, which banned 
him in 2018, told AFP it had 
taken down a “number of re-
ported videos related to to-
day’s events” and was work-
ing fast to prevent others 
from sharing them.

Wirathu’s reappearance six 
days before the election was 
no coincidence, said Yangon-
based International Crisis 
Group researcher richard 
Horsey.

Suu Kyi’s nlD party is wide-
ly expected to be returned to 
power in the november 8 polls 
in spite of widespread discon-
tent in ethnic minority areas.

“by grabbing headlines just 
before elections [he] will hope 
to portray the nlD govern-
ment as the enemy of bud-
dhist nationalism,” Horsey 
said, adding the monk’s mes-
sage would be unlikely to res-
onate beyond a small coterie 
of hardcore nationalists. AFP

THe 10th storm to enter the east Sea this 
year is expected to make landfall in cen-
tral provinces from Danang to Phu Yen 
on Thursday, after ripping through the 
Philippines killing at least 20 people on 
Sunday.

At a meeting of Central Steering Com-
mittee for natural Disaster Prevention 
and Control on monday morning, direc-
tor of the national Centre for Hydro-me-
teorological Forecasting mai van Khiem 
said Storm Goni was weakening as it 
passed the Philippines however.

Around 30 hours after it hit the Philip-
pines with wind speeds of up to 183km/h, it 
entered the east Sea gusting up to 88km/h.

At 1pm on monday, the storm was 
680km from vietnam’s Hoang Sa (Para-
cel) Archipelago, moving westwards at 
10-15km/h.

Khiem said the storm would make 
landfall with wind speeds of 60-75km/h, 
and there was little chance of it gaining 
strength.

Heavy rain is forecast from Wednesday 
afternoon.

“notably, the rain will blanket central 
areas already hit by the ninth storm of 
the year,” Khiem said.

Provinces from Thua Thien-Hue to Phu 
Yen and north of the Central Highlands 
will see average rainfall of 100-200mm 
from Wednesday to Friday.

Provinces from nghe An to Quang Tri will 
see average rainfall of 150-300mm from 
Thursday to Saturday. Flood warnings have 
been issued in river areas in provinces from 
Quang nam to Quang ngai.

minister of Agriculture and rural De-
velopment nguyen Xuan Cuong said 
that Goni was a super typhoon that lost 
strength when entering the east Sea.

“It’s difficult to predict the storm’s de-
velopments, however,” he said, calling 
for close observation of the storm.

“We must prepare for the possibility of 
flash floods, landslides and damage to 
dams and reservoirs,” Cuong said.

Chairing the meeting, Deputy Prime 
minister Trinh Dinh Dung said even 
though the storm had weakened, people 
needed to stay alert.

He asked agencies and localities to call in all 
vessels from areas in the path of the storm.

People in coastal areas should evacu-
ate, he said.

meanwhile, according to power com-
panies in the central region, supplies 
and resumed for 95 per cent of custom-
ers affected by the particularly strong 
ninth storm – molave – in the central re-
gion last week.

About 213,000 people were still with-
out power, mostly in Quang nam and 
Quang ngai provinces.

on monday afternoon, search and res-
cue forces recovered the eighth body of 
11 people who were buried by a land-

slide in Phuoc loc commune, Phuoc Son 
district in the central province of Quang 
nam on october 29. The seventh body 
was found on Sunday.

meanwhile, bad weather and rough 
seas were posing difficulties in the search 
for 23 fishermen from binh Dinh vessels 
– BD 97469 TS and BD 96388 TS.

BD 96388 TS sank 143.5 nautical miles 
off Cam ranh on october 27 while seek-
ing shelter from the ninth storm. There 
were 12 fishermen on board.

BD 97469 TS sank the same day about 
172 nautical miles away from Hon Tre Is-
land with 14 fishermen on board.

on october 29, the Hong Kong-regis-
tered M/V Fortune Iris rescued three fish-
ermen from BD 97469 TS.

As of monday, Storm molave had killed 
31 people and injured 134 others, while 49 
people remain unaccounted for. Damage 
has been estimated at 10 trillion dong ($430 
million). VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Buddhist monk Wirathu (centre) gestures to his followers before turning himself in at a Yangon police station 
on Monday. AFP

The projected path of Storm Goni. VIETNAM DISASTERS MONITORING SYSTEM/VIET NAM NEWS
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Opinion

I 
HAve a strange hobby – I like to 
follow the US election very 
closely. I devour every article 
and every analysis by election 

experts and polling experts.
Having followed the 2020 election 

very closely for the past year, for me 
the result seems to be a foregone 
conclusion – unless something dra-
matic happens at the last minute, 
Trump will lose.

The only question now is how big 
the vote margin of Trump’s defeat to 
Democrat presidential candidate Joe 
biden will be. To my great surprise, 
however, many of my friends still 
believe that Trump will win.

First of all, the opinion polls have 
consistently shown a clear picture. 
The national polls have been very 
stable at around +8-9 for biden.

While there is a great deal of trau-
ma about 2016, the national polls 
were actually quite accurate — the 
last national polls in 2016 had Clin-
ton winning the popular vote by 
three per cent and she won by two.

obviously, the US uses the archaic 
electoral College system, but an anal-
ysis by polling expert nate Silver 
finds that a six per cent popular vote 
margin essentially guarantees an 
electoral College victory.

As biden’s popular vote margin is 
currently around eight per cent, 
unless the polls are significantly 
more inaccurate than in 2016, then a 
biden victory is pretty much assured.

but wasn’t the state-level polls inac-
curate in 2016? Yes, they were. How-
ever, many pollsters have identified 
and fixed the problem by properly 
weighting education levels.

moreover, a recent analysis by The 
New York Times found that even if 
you assume a polling error as big as 
2016 in the state polls, biden will still 
carry the states needed for him to 
win the election.

Second, I hark back to an argument I 
have been making for three years. 
Trump won by the slightest of margins 
in 2016 and I do not think the condi-
tions are there for him to replicate that.

As a reminder, Trump actually lost 
the popular vote but won the elector-
al College because he won three key 
states that were previously consid-
ered Clinton’s “blue wall” – Wiscon-
sin, michigan and Pennsylvania.

The key point here is that he won 
these three states by a combined 
79,000 votes or a mere 0.5 per cent of 
the population. He won Wisconsin, a 
state with a population of almost six 

million, by 10,000 people!
The reason Trump will not be able 

to repeat this is that he is no longer 
running against Hillary Clinton. Clin-
ton, fairly or not, was one of the most 
unpopular politicians in the US.

biden does not inspire as obama 
did, but he is generally well-liked and 
perhaps, more importantly, is a white 
male with a middle-class background.

The other reason for the crack in 

these “blue wall” states was the exist-
ence of “protest votes” that went to 
third-party candidates. In all of those 
three states, the third-party candi-
date netted more votes than the 
eventual margin of victory.

This time around, I believe that 
both the anti-Clinton and protest 
vote will no longer be there. The 
entirety of the Democratic Party has 

now seen the danger of casting pro-
test votes and is now highly motivat-
ed to defeat Trump.

Third, if we ignore all the numbers 
and all the polls and look only at the 
issues, the picture here is also clear. 
Two key issues that have emerged are 
Covid-19 and race relations, and 
Trump is not widely seen as having 
done a good job in both.

He has consistently downplayed 

the pandemic and has even politi-
cised something as basic as wearing 
masks. His one advantage was the 
economy, but even that has now 
gone due to Covid-19.

What does this mean for Indone-
sia? not much I suppose. We have 
worked well before with Democratic 
administrations as well as republi-
can administrations. I think we will 

manage whoever wins.
nothing much will change anyway 

– China will still be enemy number 
one for the US and from a geopoliti-
cal point of view, our relationship 
with them will be primarily driven by 
this fact.

From a personal standpoint, I 
believe the world will be better served 
with a US government that is pre-
pared to use its abundant resources 
and expertise to tackle Covid-19 head-
on, rather than one that is actively 
denying and hoping it will go away.

I think the world has sorely missed 
a clear-eyed, sensible leadership on 
Covid-19 from one of the richest and 
most technologically advanced coun-
tries in the world.

of course, with Trump gone, US poli-
tics will be boring again. We no longer 
have to live in anticipation, or in fear, 
of another midnight presidential tweet. 
Given all the upheaval in this world, 
perhaps – for once – boring is good.

I cannot wait. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

The writer is deputy CEO of an energy company who 
served in the transition team for president-elect 
Joko “Jokowi” Widodo as deputy chief operating 
officer for the people’s welfare department.

opinion
Dharma Djojonegoro

Trump will lose, but it hardly 
makes a difference

The only question now is how big the vote margin of Trump’s defeat to Democrat presidential candidate Joe Biden will be. The national 
polls have been very stable at around +8-9 for Biden. AFP

I think the world has 
sorely missed a clear-eyed, 

sensible leadership 
on covid-19



Hong Raksmey

S
ITTING on a mat next to a 
suitcase full of her belong-
ings, 21-year-old Chok Yoeun 
feeds her one-year-old son 

as he waits to receive cancer treat-
ment.

“When I examined his belly, I 
felt there was something inside his 
stomach, but it did not hurt him or 
affect his eating habits. I tried to ap-
ply balm on it but it became bigger,” 
says Yoeun. 

The mother and son travelled from 
Sihanoukville for treatment at Kan-
tha Bopha Hospital in Phnom Penh, 
but they were referred to a private 
centre located on Ponhea Leu Re-
ferral Hospital’s campus in Kandal 
province: the Japan Heart Children’s 
Medical Centre.

“Since I don’t have money to pay, 
I chose to come here, where there is 
free service,” says the young mother 
about her choice between Calmette 
Hospital, Khmer Soviet Friendship 
Hospital and Japan Heart Children’s 
Medical Centre.

The centre is the brainchild of Dr 
Hideto Yoshioka, a Japanese doctor 
who gained an interest in provid-
ing medical assistance to develop-
ing countries when he worked with 
impoverished people in Myanmar 
in 1995.

Yoshioka says: “Among 10,000 
child cancer patients, there was 
not a single hospital to treat such a 
deadly disease.”

Yoshioka learned that child death 
rates in Myanmar, Laos and Cam-

bodia were high and he noted that 
the medical services available in the 
countries were insufficient. 

Just as importantly, patients strug-
gled to pay for medical services, due 
to their high cost and long periods 
of treatment. 

He says if someone in a family gets 
severely sick, their finances suffer 
because either the father or mother 
has to come to take care of their 
child at hospital. 

Yoshioka, 55, notes that wealthier 
families can afford to travel abroad 
for medical treatment to countries 
such as Thailand or Vietnam, but he 
says it’s better to have these services 
in their home country. 

He says he understands the hard 
situation facing Cambodians be-
cause he has lived in a similar situ-
ation in Myanmar for years. 

Yoshioka decided to help, and he 
put an extra emphasis on helping 

children. 
“I wanted to build a hospital that 

could provide medical services for all 
Cambodian people and poor people 
from other countries,” he says. 

Yoshioka launched the Japan 
Heart Organisation in 2004 in Ja-
pan and in 2008 he started provid-
ing medical treatment in Cambodia 
before building the medical centre 
in 2016. 

His main approach to saving chil-

dren’s lives is detecting symptoms 
early and he makes it a point to alert 
parents to any potential problems.

“Parents should pay attention to 
whether their children’s appear-
ances look abnormal or if they have 
any swelling on their body. When 
you examine their body, try to see 
if there is any notable tumour or 
strange things. And pay attention to 
if they frequently vomit.”

Besides the centre, Japan Heart 
also trains Cambodian medical pro-
fessionals in Japan and offers schol-
arships for them to advance in their 
profession.  

“I want our medical standards to 
compare with neighbouring countries 
such as Thailand and Vietnam. In the 
future, I hope our hospital will expand.”

Japan Heart’s mission is based on 
three ideas: simplicity, beauty and 
compassion. 

Yoshioka borrowed from the idea 
of cha no yu, a Japanese term for a 
tea ceremony which brings together 
bodies and hearts. 

“Embracing this concept, Japan 
Heart will strive to provide health 
care that is capable of rescuing not 
only the bodies but also the hearts 
of people in the world who need 
it most. We are here to help,” says 
Yoshioka. 
 
The power of early detection

A pale, bald 12-year-old boy wear-
ing a yellow T-shirt smiles for the 
camera with a group of medical staff 
before he is discharged after being 
hospitalised for several months. 

In early October, he successfully 
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One doctor’s mission to save kids from cancer

Chok Yoeun eats with her one-year-old son, who was diagnosed with cancer, at the centre. hong menea

Dr Hideto Yoshioka (centre) founded the Japan Heart Children’s Medical Centre in Kandal province. The centre offers free treatment and is focused on detecting cancer in children as early as possible. supplied



completed a round of treatment for 
a tumour and was finally able to re-
turn home with his parents. 

He was one among several other 
young cancer patients at the Japan 
Heart centre, which saw an increase 
in patients when the borders closed 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

According to data from the cen-
tre, 26 child cancer patients were 
admitted to the centre, an increase 
from the nine patients admitted in 
2019. 

“Four of the seven young cancer 
patients who arrived this Septem-
ber came from rural villages located 
near the borders between Laos and 
Thailand. They had to spend about 
eight hours travelling,” according to 
Japan Heart’s Facebook page. 

Though the treatment costs are 
high, Yoshioka and the staff at the 
Japan Heart centre are happy to 
incur the fees to save Cambodian 
children lives with early detection 
and treatment. 

Yoshioka tells The Post: “When 
we successfully treat a child at a 
very young age and when he or she 
grows up, he or she can have a job 
and help society as well as share 
his or her knowledge with younger 
people.

“People with cancer can also live 
as normal a life as other people.” 

Seeking treatment
People who seek treatment from 

the centre should present a medi-
cal referral letter issued by medical 
staff from the Ponhea Leu Refer-
ral Hospital. Patients with serious 
health issues are also welcomed 
from around the country.

The centre, a one-storey stand-
alone building, currently serves 
hundreds of patients each month. 

Kanan Nakamura, the public rela-
tions and marketing manager at the 
centre, says: “It depends; normally 
we have between 400 and 600 pa-
tients per month. So, on average 15 
people receive medical treatment 
from the Japan Heart centre per 
day.”  

Nakamura, who has worked in 
Cambodia for more than a year, 
says patients who need further ex-
amination, consultation, special-
ised treatment or surgery are sent 
to Japan Heart for special care. 

The centre has 39 beds for adult 
patients, 45 beds for children and 
27 beds for young cancer patients. It 
has a medical staff of 95 employees, 
including 20 Japanese specialists. 

Surgery and cancer treatments 
like removing tumours require 
skilled practitioners and the centre 
recruits specialists from different 
medical fields in Japan to help en-
sure patients receive the best care. 

Nakamura says: “We also take 
many other patients from private 
clinics and hospitals everywhere in 
the country for further treatment in 
severe cases.” 

Nakamura, who graduated from 
the School of International Health 
at the University of Tokyo, says the 
centre has admitted a total of 50,000 
outpatients since it opened. 

“There are more than 1,380 op-
eration cases per year and we have 
performed around 5,000 operations 
since we opened. More than 90 
cancer patients have been admit-
ted to our hospital since we started 
offering cancer treatment in 2018. 
More than 70 surgeries have been 
performed for cancer patients,” she 
says. 

“Japan Heart can treat cancers 
that originate in the abdomen. Such 
types of cancer often require surgi-
cal treatment as well.” 

Yoshioka says some kinds of can-
cers can be treated at hospitals in 
Cambodia but complicated cases 
cannot be handled by most hospi-
tals. 

“It is better to be here because the 
operation procedure is so difficult. 

Other treatments like tumour ther-
apy is done by Japanese specialists,” 
he says. 
 
Challenges to healthcare

Aside from the usual challenges 
of raising funds that every charity 
hospital faces, the hospital’s big-
gest challenge is overcoming the 
barriers that prevent patients from 
coming. 

Nakamura says: “Because child-
hood cancer usually cannot be pre-
vented, the best solution is early 
detection and treatment.”

Getting people to come to the 
hospital early to give their child the 
best chance at surviving isn’t easy 
for several reasons. 

“First is the issue of money. Most 
hospitals that treat difficult diseases 
like cancer cost money, which is why 
our hospital is free,” says Nakamura.

“However, it isn’t as easy as it 
sounds.”

When a child is admitted to the 
centre, Yoshioka says the father 
or the mother has to stay with 

their child, sometimes for several 
months. This means that either the 
mother or the father will lose their 
job and they have no time to care 
for other children at home. 

Spreading the word about the free 
medical centre is also a challenge. 
The centre needs its budget for 
treating patients, which leaves little 
extra money for advertising.

“We rely on word of mouth, so-
cial media, relationships with other 
hospitals and occasionally radio or 
TV to let people know about our 
hospital,” Nakamura says. 

She says it requires a long time for 
any hospital to gain a reputation of 
excellence in Cambodia, where some 
mistrust hospitals. A positive recom-
mendation from a former patient can 
save someone’s life, she says.

Nakamura adds that “influential 
supporters such as monks and busi-
ness people are extremely impor-
tant in helping Cambodian people 
trust our hospital too”.

A lack of education about the 
symptoms of many diseases such as 

cancer is another obstacle. The sur-
vival rate is much higher the earlier 
these diseases are detected, making 
it of vital importance that any child 
feeling unwell is brought to a hospi-
tal immediately. 

“We hope that in the future Cam-
bodian people will confidently 
bring their sick children to our hos-
pital to be saved,” she says. 

Operating on children and adults 
Besides its main focus of treating 

cancer patients, the Japan Heart 
centre welcomes patients suffering 
from any disease, especially pa-
tients who may need surgery. 

Yoshioka says: “Our patients are 
our biggest priority. Beyond tech-
nology and technique of treatment, 
we want to establish good relation-
ships between our patients and 
medical staff. They treat patients 
from their heart, just like they look 
after their children.”

The centre has performed a range 
of surgeries on children, including 
surgeries for abdominal masses, 

hernias, genital disorders, abnor-
mal anal issues and gallbladder 
constrictions. 

The centre has also operated on 
adults for goitres, ovarian cancer, 
breast cancer, anal abscesses and 
abdominal masses. 

The centre also has a maternity 
ward and cares for babies during 
and after delivery. 

A mobile health care unit from 
the centre is sent to rural areas and 
other hospitals to treat and operate 
on patients for free bimonthly. 

Recently, Japan Heart sent medi-
cal staff to Pursat province, where 
residents faced severe flooding. 

Soliciting funds
Being a Japanese-based NGO, al-

most all of Japan Heart’s support 
comes from Japanese private do-
nors and companies. Many donate 
directly or buy equipment and sup-
plies for the centre. 

This year, the centre started re-
ceiving more support from private 
Cambodian donors. 

Nakamura tells The Post: “Cambo-
dian people rely on trust when they 
decide to support a charity, so friends 
or family getting treated at our hospi-
tal or influential Cambodians recom-
mending us means our trust with the 
Cambodian people is growing. 

“Cambodian donors or compa-
nies sometimes bring supplies to 
our hospital as well. While the do-
nation amount is still low so far, it 
is heart-warming to see the amount 
of support regular Cambodians are 
giving to our patients.

“A 10,000 riel [$2.50] donation rep-
resents hope for those children [suf-
fering from cancer],” she says, noting 
that there are several donation boxes 
in and around Phnom Penh. 

Japan Heart Children’s Medical Cen-
tre is open from 8:30am to 5pm Mon-
day to Friday and is located at Ponhea 
Leu Referral Hospital along National 
Road 5 in Vihear Loung commune, 
Ponhea Leu district, Kandal province, 
about 40km north of Phnom Penh. 

For more details, visit the centre’s 
website – medicalcenter@japan-
heart.org – or visit their Facebook 
page. They can also be reached at 
077 95 94 71. 

Kanan Nakamura (centre) has worked in Cambodia for over a year and serves as the medical centre’s public relations and marketing manager. hong menea

A nurse plays with a child before a scheduled operation at the centre. supplied
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Catherine wed by Henry VIII
  5 Like a fairy-tale piper
  9 Overhand tennis shot
 14 Length x width
 15 Nursing a grudge
 16 Leisurely stroll
 17 Some Major Leaguers
 20 Clifftop home
 21 Conciliatory offering
 22 Extravagant publicity
 23 In need of companionship
 26 Mythical Himalayan
 28 Twilight, old-style
 30 Abstain from
 34 Oft-used abbr.
 37 Nile creature
 39 What David did to Goliath
 40 Give up
 44 Desire greatly
 45 Bogus thing
 46 Cobbler’s gadget
 47 Round-trippers
 49 Gulps of a drink
 52 Enjoy a book
 54 Like Letterman’s pet tricks
 57 One of Isaac’s twins

 60 Xis’ predecessors
 62 Certain noblewoman (Var.)
 64 Couldn’t sleep
 68 One keeping minutes
 69 Finished
 70 18-wheeler
 71 Licorice flavor
 72 Former cygnet
 73 “While” attachment
DOWN
  1 Hemingway’s nickname
  2 The Little Mermaid
  3 Coming back into vogue
  4 Participating in the Indy 500
  5 Pressure meas.
  6 End of an accord?
  7 Work units
  8 Wooden duck, e.g.
  9 Masseur’s workplace
 10 Tough-guy trait
 11 Pale and wan
 12 Slowly permeate
 13 Hydrant hookup
 18 Toe’s opposite
 19 Page in the paper
 24 Central points
 25 Tales well-spun

 27 Kind of tube or pilot
 29 Emperors in the closet
 31 Caucus state
 32 Hearty dinner
 33 Kiss partner
 34 Engrave with acid
 35 “Comin’___the rye”
 36 Hit the books hard
 38 Tobacco mouthfuls
 41 Strains, as a muscle
 42 “___ all in this together”
 43 Send out matter
 48 Glassmaking need
 50 Advice maven
 51 Scanty
 53 Pairs
 55 Outer’s opposite
 56 Views as
 57 European volcano
 58 In the near future
 59 Italian wine town
 61 Skier’s wish
 63 Work in the cutting room
 65 Bard’s preposition
 66 Crime lab evidence
 67 Bo Derek comedy

“CATCH!” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

U
S business leaders 
are calling for calm 
following Tues-
day’s election even 

as they brace for potential 
trouble on the streets and in-
side their companies in case 
of a disputed result.

The fears were highlighted 
in many US cities where retail 
stores were being boarded 
up, as some key executives 
expressed concerns about 
public reaction.

Facebook chief mark Zuck-
erberg last week warned of 
the potential for civil unrest 
as votes are tallied in a US 
election that will be “a test” 
for the social network.

Zuckerberg expressed his 
concern recently while de-
scribing safeguards against 
misinformation and voter 
suppression at the leading so-
cial network that are intended 
to avoid the kinds of decep-
tion and abuse that played 
out four years ago.

“I’m worried that with our 
nation so divided and elec-
tion results potentially taking 
days or weeks to be finalized 
there is a risk of civil unrest,” 
said Zuckerberg.

American companies are 
striving to maintain the ap-
pearance of political neutral-
ity while they ramp up se-
curity and watch for clashes 
between employees with 
conflicting political views in 
an election so hotly fought it 
is at a flashpoint.

The risk appears heightened 
amid concerns that President 
Donald Trump may challenge 
the validity of the results of 
the race against Democrat 
Joe biden.

“This has been a difficult 
election for a lot of companies 
to navigate,” Control risks as-
sociate director Allison Wood 
told AFP.

The business risk consulting 
firm has seen an uptick in re-
quests for additional security, 
both armed and unarmed.

While retailers have been 
most interested in the poten-
tial of looting or rioting, opera-
tions with around-the-clock 
shift workers are worried about 
trouble in the streets prevent-
ing employees from showing 
up, according to Wood.

Companies are also wor-
ried that polarising political 
themes fueling conflict in the 
streets will ignite clashes on 
factory floors or in other fa-
cilities.

“At manufacturing facilities 
or other essential operations 
with people on-site, that is 
certainly something busi-
nesses are thinking about,” 
Wood said.

“For a lot of companies, 

that potential is mitigated be-
cause people are still working 
from home.”

Armed with Intelligence?
requests from clients at risk 

consulting firm Allied Univer-
sal include guards; executive 
protection, and “proactive in-
telligence” gathering, accord-
ing to senior vice president 
Joshua Skule.

“Intelligence support dur-
ing a time of unrest will allow 
local operations or security 
managers to have a near real-
time overview of the local cli-
mate and operating environ-
ment should tensions rapidly 
escalate,” Skule said in a post.

Large rallies and demon-
strations are expected in cit-

ies across the country no 
matter the outcome of the US 
election.

The potential for violence 
will depend on an array of 
factors, including the win-
ning candidate; delay in elec-
tion results, and social media 
disinformation, according to 
Skule.

“This is clearly an election 
in which there is a lot of ten-
sion on both sides of the po-
litical spectrum,” Wood said.

“People are viewing the 
election in existential terms, 
and that could turn to vio-
lence and looting quickly.”

Walmart last week reversed 
course after it said it would 
keep guns and ammunition 
stored off of sales floors, out 
of easy reach by customers.

The retail giant cited unrest 
in Philadelphia when it an-

nounced the security mea-
sure, but put weaponry back 
on the sales floors after a day.

The business roundtable 
association representing 
a who’s-who list of top US 
companies put out a call for 
people to support the vot-
ing process, even if counting 
takes longer than usual due 
to a shift to mail-in ballots 
because of the pandemic.

“even under normal cir-
cumstances, it can take time 
to finalise results,” a joint 
statement read.

“We urge all Americans to 
support the process set out in 
our federal and state laws and to 
remain confident in our coun-
try’s long tradition of peaceful 
and fair elections.” AFP

US business leaders 
urge calm, brace for 
post-election mayhem

Large rallies and demonstrations are expected in cities across the country no matter the outcome of the US 
election. AFP

People are viewing the election 
in existential terms, and that 

could turn to violence  
and looting quickly



ENGLISH Derby winner 
Anthony Van Dyck was eutha-
nised on Tuesday after break-
ing down during the Mel-
bourne Cup, the seventh horse 
since 2013 to die at the race.

The five-year-old Irish stallion 
pulled up lame on the home 
straight with star jockey Hugh 
Bowman, who rode super-mare 
Winx, dismounting uninjured 
and a horse ambulance called.

“It is with sadness that we 
confirm that Anthony Van Dyck 
had to be humanely euthanised 
after sustaining a fractured fet-
lock during the running of the 
Melbourne Cup,” said Racing 
Victoria’s Jamie Stier.

“The horse received imme-
diate veterinary care, howev-
er he was unable to be saved 

due to the nature of the injury 
sustained.”

His death is a massive blow 
to trainer Aidan O’Brien, with 
Anthony Van Dyck one of the 
best credentialled European 
horses to travel to Australia in 
recent times.

It also soured what was al-
ready an unusual edition of 
the Melbourne Cup, which 
was raced behind closed doors 
for the first time because of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Winner of the 2019 English 
Derby, Anthony Van Dyck was 
runner-up in the Caulfield Cup 
this year and was one of the 
pre-race favourites at Fleming-
ton despite weight concerns.

It is the seventh horse to per-
ish at the Melbourne Cup since 

2013, with the most recent – 
Cliffsofmoher, two years ago – 
also from the O’Brien stable.

Social media reacted with 
horror.

“Watch the racing fanatics 
try to bend over backwards 
to justify this,” said one Twit-
ter user, while another added 
sarcastically: “The sport of 
kings, all in the name of fun.”

Racing Victoria’s Stier point-
ed to research underway aimed 
at the early detection and pre-
vention of bone injuries in 
thoroughbred racehorses. 

“This research is being un-
dertaken to reduce the inci-
dence of fatal racing injuries 
such as that sustained during 
the running of the Melbourne 
Cup today,” he said. AFP

Sport
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LOS Angeles Dodgers star 
Mookie Betts could become 
only the second player in 
history to win Most Valu-
able Player in both of Major 
League Baseball’s top leagues 
after being named among 
the finalists for the National 
League award on Monday.

Betts, who played a pivotal 
role in helping the Dodgers win 
their first World Series since 
1988 with their 4-2 series vic-
tory over the Tampa Bay Rays 
last week, was named along-
side the Atlanta Braves’ Fred-
die Freeman and the San Diego 
Padres’ Manny Machado.

The 28-year-old Betts was 
the American League’s MVP 
in 2018 when he helped the 
Boston Red Sox to their World 
Series crown.

Betts was sensationally 
traded away by the Red Sox to 
the Dodgers in February this 
year, and later signed a $365 
million contract that will keep 
him at the Dodgers through 
to the end of the 2032 season.

If Betts adds the National 
League MVP award to his 2018 
American League honour, he 
will become only the second 
player in baseball history to 
win MVP in both leagues after 

Frank Robinson, who won the 
award in 1961 and 1966 with 
different teams.

The 2020 American League 
MVP nominees are the Chicago 
White Sox’s Jose Abreu, the New 
York Yankees’ DJ LeMahieu and 
Cleveland’s Jose Ramirez.

In the Cy Young pitching 
award categories, two former 
Los Angeles Dodgers – the 
Minnesota Twins’ Japanese ace 
Kenta Maeda and the Toronto 
Blue Jays’ Hyun-Jin Ryu – were 
among the three nominees 
from the American League.

Maeda notched six wins 
with a 2.70 ERA and 80 strike-
outs in just 66 2/3 innings 
over 11 starts.

Ryu, who was second in the 
National League Cy Young vot-
ing in 2019, had another solid 
season with a 2.69 ERA while 
averaging just under 10 strike-
outs per nine innings pitched.

The Cleveland Indians’ 
Shane Bieber completed the 
American League Cy Young 
nominees.

In the National League, 
Cincinnati Reds’ hurler Trev-
er Bauer, who led the league 
with a 1.73 ERA, was nomi-
nated along with the Chicago 
Cubs’ Yu Darvish and the New 
York Mets’ Jacob deGrom.

In the manager of the year 
awards, Tampa Bay’s Kevin 
Cash – who guided the Rays 
to the World Series despite 
the team having the third-
lowest payroll in baseball 
– is nominated alongside To-
ronto’s Charlie Montoyo and 
the Chicago White Sox’s Rick 
Renteria. AFP

Dodgers’ Mookie Betts named a 
finalist for historic NL MVP awards

Remarkable rise of Chelsea’s Edouard Mendy

English Derby winner put 
down at Melbourne Cup

I
T TOOK Edouard Mendy five 
years to go from unemploy-
ment to the Champions League 
and it has taken him just five 

games to seemingly solve Chelsea’s 
goalkeeping problem.

All eyes were on the giant Sen-
egalese shot-stopper when the 
Stamford Bridge club paid £20 mil-
lion ($26 million) to sign him from 
Rennes in September in response to 
the chronic struggles of Kepa Arriza-
balaga.

Just over a month later and Mendy 
– standing almost 2m tall – would 
appear to have made the goalkeep-
ing position his own in Frank Lam-
pard’s team heading into Wednes-
day’s Champions League clash in 
London with his old side.

The 28-year-old’s debut came in 
a League Cup defeat on penalties 
by Tottenham Hotspur in which he 
failed to save a single spot-kick, but 
in five appearances since – three in 
the Premier League and two in the 
Champions League – he has kept 
five clean sheets.

“From the first game he’s come in, 
he’s played well. He’s shown his own 
security and that’s what we’re striv-
ing for,” Lampard said of Mendy af-
ter Saturday’s 3-0 victory at Burnley.

It is remarkable to think Mendy 
might have been lost to football al-
together, all because a dream move 
to England fell through.

In this case, though, it was to a third-
division side after he had excelled 
playing at the same level in France.

“An agent left me high and dry. I 
had complete confidence in him,” 

Mendy said in an interview last year 
with Le Parisien when asked about 
how he ended up unemployed, a 
story that has come back to the sur-
face since he joined Chelsea.

“He guaranteed to me that I was 
going to sign for a club in England. 
I just needed to be patient while the 
goalkeeper at the third-division club 
where I was set to sign, moved on. 
But July passed, then August, I tried to 

contact him and he didn’t answer.”
Rather than crossing the Channel in 

2014, Mendy ended up at the job cen-
tre and worried how he and his part-
ner, expecting their first child, could 
survive on unemployment benefit.

A friend asked if he wanted to run 
his clothes shop in the northern 
French city of Le Havre, in Norman-
dy where he was born.

Having studied business at second-

ary school that was a career move 
which appealed to him, but Mendy 
– who had once been in the academy 
at Le Havre – was fortunate enough 
to find a route back into football.

Mendy, whose mother is Senega-
lese and father from Guinea-Bissau, 
was signed by Marseille in 2015 and 
spent a season with their reserves 
before joining Reims in the second 
tier. His career took off.

He became first choice at Reims 
in 2017-2018 as they romped to the 
Ligue 2 title, and was an ever-pres-
ent in the next campaign.

A move to Rennes followed in 2019 
for €4 million ($4.7 million) and he 
helped them finish a best-ever third 
in the last, curtailed French season 
as they qualified for the Champions 
League for the first time.

However, it is with Chelsea that 
the cousin of Real Madrid’s Ferland 
Mendy is now sampling Europe’s 
elite club competition.

Just a week after his transfer, the 
clubs were drawn in the same group, 
and so Wednesday’s meeting will be 
followed by a rematch in France on 
November 24.

That will represent a return home 
for Mendy, who in moving to Chel-
sea followed the same path from 
Rennes taken by club legend – and 
current technical and performance 
advisor – Petr Cech in 2004.

“Despite my disappointment at los-
ing a great goalkeeper and a great man, 
I am delighted for him at getting this 
opportunity,” said Rennes coach Julien 
Stephan when Mendy departed.

“He has been rewarded for the effort 
he has put in throughout his career.”

Mendy’s opposite number on 
Wednesday will be his fellow Sen-
egal international Alfred Gomis.

He benefited from an injury to 
Mendy to take the national team 
gloves on their run to the Africa Cup of 
Nations final last year and he was the 
man Rennes signed as a replacement.

But Gomis, even at 1.96m, has big 
gloves to fill. AFP

Chelsea’s French goalkeeper Edouard Mendy plays during the English Premier League football match between Burnley and Chelsea 
at Turf Moor in Burnley, north west England on Saturday. POOL/AFP

The late Anthony Van Dyck was one of the best credentialled European horses to travel to Australia in recent 
times. AFP

Betts was sensationally traded away by the Red Sox to the Dodgers in 
February this year, and later signed a $365 million contract that will keep 
him at the Dodgers through to the end of the 2032 season. GETTY IMAGES/AFP
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Leicester City power into second place
L

eICeSTer swept into 
second place in the 
Premier League with 
an impressive 4-1 vic-

tory at Leeds, while Fulham 
beat West bromwich Albion 
2-0 to finally clinch their first 
win of the season on monday.

brendan rodgers’ side are 
just one point behind leaders 
Liverpool after winning five 
of their first seven games in a 
top-flight season for the first 
time in their history.

Harvey barnes and Youri 
Tielemans put Leicester two 
up before half-time at elland 
road.

Stuart Dallas got one back 
for Leeds but Jamie vardy’s 
eighth goal of the season 
and a late Tielemans penalty 
wrapped up Leicester’s fourth 
successive away league win.

After the disappointment of 
missing out on a place in the 
Champions League last term, 
Leicester have shown they are 
capable of mounting another 
top four challenge.

even a title push might not 
be impossible given they have 
already thrashed manchester 
City 5-2.

“We were technically bril-
liant. We had the quality to 
play when we had the op-
portunities. I thought we 
were amazing right across the 
team,” rodgers said.

“This team has got an amaz-
ing mentality with lots of young, 
hungry players. It’s still very 
early and most of our games 
have been away but we’ve had 
brilliant performances.”

Leeds boss marcelo bielsa 
said: “In the first 30 minutes we 

defended poorly and after we 
didn’t create enough danger. 
That is one of the main respon-
sibilities of the manager.”

Leicester made the perfect 
start in the third minute.

A poor back-pass from rob-
in Koch was intercepted by 
vardy and he rounded keeper 
Illan meslier before squar-
ing for barnes to tap into the 
empty net.

Leicester didn’t have to wait 
long to double their lead in 
the 21st minute.

marc Albrighton’s cross 
picked out vardy at the near 
post and his diving header was 
unconvincingly pushed out by 
meslier to Tielemans, who slot-
ted home from close range.

Dallas gave Leeds a lifeline in 
the 47th minute when his cross 
evaded everyone and looped 
past the flat-footed Schme-
ichel.

Leeds had the momentum 
and Pablo Hernandez almost 
equalised with a curling strike 
from the edge of the area.

but Leicester weathered 
the storm and vardy struck in 
the 76th minute with a close-
range finish after Cengiz Un-
der flicked James maddison’s 
pass over meslier.

belgian midfielder Tielemans 
got the fourth with a stoppage-
time spot-kick after mateusz 
Klich’s foul on maddison.

‘We have to wake up’ 
At Craven Cottage, Fulham 

avoided their worst start to a 
season since 1951 thanks to 
first half goals from bobby De-
cordova-reid and ola Aina.

Scott Parker’s side deserv-

edly ended a run of six games 
without a win – a dismal 
stretch including five defeats 
– since their promotion from 
the Championship last term.

The Cottagers had lost all 
three of their previous home 
games this season, but their 
first success in west London 
lifted them out of the relega-
tion zone.

“We knew how important 
this game was. I’m pleased we 
got a result. We played very 
well,” Parker said.

“Defeats are going to hap-
pen but they can’t bury us. 
Wins breed confidence.”

Third bottom West brom are 
still chasing a first win since 
returning to the top-flight last 
season.

With just three points from 
their opening seven league 
games, West brom have made 
their worst start to a campaign 
since 1985-86, failing to win any 
of their opening seven games 
for the first time since 2004-05.

“We have to wake up. We 
have to be much better than 
this. everything starts with 
work rate, commitment and 
dedication,” Albion manager 
Slaven bilic said.

Fulham went ahead in the 
26th minute through Decor-
dova-reid.

Antonee robinson fired in 
a cross from the left to an un-
marked Aleksandar mitrovic 
at the far post, who nodded 
across goal before the ball was 
turned in by Decordova-reid.

Four minutes later, Fulham 
doubled their lead when nige-
rian defender Aina blasted his 
shot into the net. afp

Steelers edge ravens to keep perfect season going
PITTSbUrGH’S ben roethlisberger 
threw for 182 yards and two touch-
downs, and the Steelers remained the 
national Football League’s (nFL’s) only 
undefeated club by edging the host 
baltimore ravens 28-24 on Sunday.

Pittsburgh’s robert Spillane returned 
an interception at 33 yards for a touch-
down only 54 seconds into the game as 
the Steelers improved to 7-0 on the nFL 
season, their best start since 1978.

“much respect to baltimore, they 

bring the best out in us,” said Pitts-
burgh coach mike Tomlin. “This rival-
ry is what it is. Hopefully, it was enter-
taining to football fans worldwide.”

Lamar Jackson threw for 208 yards 
and two baltimore touchdowns and ran 
16 times for 65 yards, but the ravens fell 
to 5-2 and two games adrift of the Steel-
ers in the AFC north division.

baltimore seized a 17-7 half-time 
lead on Jackson’s six-yard touchdown 
pass to miles boykin, a Gus edwards 
one-yard touchdown run and a 
51-yard Justin Tucker field goal.

but roethlisberger, who completed 
21 of 32 passes, found eric ebron on 
an 18-yard touchdown pass, and James 
Conner added a one-yard touchdown 
run to lift the Steelers ahead 21-17 
entering the fourth quarter.

The ravens answered on Jackson’s 
three-yard touchdown pass to mar-
quise brown, but “big ben” struck again 
midway into the final period on an 
eight-yard touchdown toss to Chase 
Claypool, and a Jackson throw into the 
end zone on the final play fell incom-
plete to seal Pittsburgh’s triumph.

“It’s big,” linebacker TJ Watt said. 
“These are very hard wins to come by 
in the national Football League. eve-
ry team is phenomenal, and an in-
division game like this, a rivalry like 
this, to be able to walk out of a build-

ing on the road with a win gives us a 
lot of momentum.”

Cook makes history 
In other nFL contests, the Kansas 

City Chiefs improved to 7-1 by rout-
ing the winless new York Jets 35-9; 
Drew brees and the new orleans 
Saints beat the Chicago bears 26-23 
in overtime; and buffalo moved to 6-2 
by edging new england 24-21, drop-
ping the Patriots to 2-5.

Quarterback Patrick mahomes 
passed for 416 yards, going 31 of 42 
with five touchdowns in the Chiefs’ 
lopsided win over the Jets at Kansas 
City, missouri.

The victory allowed Chiefs coach 
Andy reid to earn his 229th career 
victory, tying legendary Green bay 
coach Curly Lambeau for fifth on the 
all-time nFL list.

At one stage, mahomes completed 
passes on all six plays of an 83-yard 
scoring march. He connected on a 
26-yard touchdown to Demarcus 
robinson for a 28-9 lead.

Tight end Travis Kelce caught eight 
passes for 109 yards.

Playing his second game since he 
was released by the Jets and acquired 
by the Chiefs, running back Le’veon 
bell gained just 38 yards.

Upset losses saw the Green bay 

Packers and Tennessee Titans each fall 
to 5-2, the Packers falling 28-22 to vis-
iting rival minnesota while the Titans 
were downed 31-20 at Cincinnati.

rookie quarterback Joe burrow threw 
for 249 yards and two touchdowns as 
the bengals stopped the Titans at Paul 
brown Stadium in Cincinnati.

burrow completed 26 of 37 passes 
with no interceptions, leading Cincin-
nati (2-5-1) to its best performance 
of the year by surprising the AFC 
South leaders.

Derrick Henry rushed for 112 yards 
and a touchdown for the Titans (5-2), 
who lost their second straight game 
after a 5-0 start.

vikings running back Dalvin Cook, 
who was playing in his first game since 
suffering an adductor strain injury 
three weeks ago, made history in min-
nesota’s upset win over Green bay.

Cook became the first player to 
score a touchdown on each of his 
team’s first four possessions of a game 
since the nFL-AFL merger in 1970.

In miami, quarterback Tua Tago-
vailoa won his first career nFL start, 
leading the miami Dolphins to a 28-17 
victory over the Los Angeles rams.

Tagovailoa threw his first nFL touch-
down pass to receiver Devante Parker 
and then the Dolphins’ solid defence 
and special teams unit took over. afp

Leicester swept into second place in the Premier League with an impressive 4-1 victory at Leeds. afp

Pittsburgh quarterback Ben Roethlisberger threw for two touchdowns keeping the 
Steelers the NFL’s only undefeated team. afp


	01
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08
	09
	10
	11
	12-13
	14
	15
	16

