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Long Kimmarita

T
HE Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport highly 
praised schools for follow-
ing Covid-19 protocols dur-

ing the third phase of school reo-
pening throughout the Kingdom. 

During a visit to Chea Sim San-
thormok High School in Phnom 
Penh to mark the first day of phase-
three reopening on Monday, min-
ister Hang Chuon Naron reiterated 
his call for all schools to continue 
implementing the Ministry of 
Health’s Standard Operating Proce-
dures (SOPs) to avert the spread of 
Covid-19.  

“I thank teachers, Phnom Penh 
municipal and provincial education 
department officials for contribut-
ing to the fight against Covid-19. Al-
though the Covid-19 situation has 
eased, it requires caution so that 
studies will go on safely,” he said.

In the third phase, the ministry 
allows all state and private schools 
ranging from preschools to high 
schools to resume studies as nor-
mal. The number of students is lim-
ited to 25 per classroom. 

All public schools can also re-
sume student transport and li-
brary services, physical education, 
artistic activities and canteen ser-
vices, but are required to carry out 
SOPs seriously. 

Ministry spokesman Ros Sovea-
cha told The Post that the first day of 
school reopening during the third 

phase went as planned. He said the 
ministry had observed that all state 
and private schools could carry out 
the SOPs. 

“All schools could prepare class-
room environments properly to 
ensure safety in studies and teach-
ing.  All classes were divided into 
three turns as mandated by the 

ministry,” he said.
Cambodian Independent Teach-

ers’ Association (Cita) president 
Ouk Chhayavy said she had ob-
served that students were happy to 
be returning to school even though 
some schools still lack materials to 
protect against Covid-19. 

“What I see is that some schools 

have sufficient tools like ther-
mometers, while a small number 
of schools do not meet the stan-
dards,” she said.

Chhayavy said all schools in 
flood-hit areas should allow stu-
dent absence and provide an easy 
transition to students during this 
time.

Schools across country 
reopen in third phase

Record fires  
raze Brazil’s 
Amazon and 
the Pantanal
A RECORD high number of fires 
scorched Brazil’s Amazon and Pan-
tanal wetlands last month, official 
data showed on Sunday, as defor-
estation and climate change wreaked 
havoc on some of the planet’s most 
valuable ecosystems.

The Amazon rainforest has been 
described as the Earth’s “lungs” due 
to its role in producing almost 10 per 
cent of the world’s oxygen. 

The Pantanal further south is one 
of the world’s largest tropical wet-
lands and a biodiversity paradise that 
extends across Brazil’s borders into 
Paraguay and Bolivia.

The number of fires typically fall in 
October as the Amazon approaches 
the rainy season.

But Brazil’s National Institute of 
Space Research (INPE) on Sunday 
recorded 17,326 fires in the Amazon 
in October, more than double the 
number seen in the same month last 
month.

Satellite imagery showed close to 
100,000 fires in the first 10 months of 
this year, more than were seen in the 
whole of last year.

The INPE also detected almost 
3,000 individual fires in the Pantanal, 
a new monthly record since data col-
lection began in 1998.

The region – 23 per cent of which is 
estimated to have gone up in smoke 
this year – has seen a record-breaking 
21,115 fires so far this year, more than 
double the number registered in all 
of last year.

Experts and environmental NGOs 
blame the worsening fires on Brazil-
ian president Jair Bolsonaro, a cli-
mate change sceptic who supports 
opening both regions to logging and 
farming.

Some fires are the result of burning 
to prepare the land for livestock, 
despite a 120-day ban on the practice 
imposed in July. 

Climate change has also played a 
role in the fires, with a team of 
international researchers warning 
this year that rising global tem-
peratures posed a “critical threat” 
to the Pantanal’s delicate ecosys-
tem.

Brazilian President Bolsonaro has 
denounced a campaign of “disinfor-
mation” about the Pantanal and the 
Amazon, even blaming local indig-
enous people and activists for set-
ting the fires. AFP

Companies flock to Single 
Portal registration platform
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NA passes bills, VN border protocol
Voun Dara

THE National Assembly (NA) on 
Monday unanimously approved five 
draft laws and the Protocol on the 
Demarcation and Marker Planting 
of the Land Boundary between Cam-
bodia and Vietnam. 

Consisting of three articles, the 
protocol was passed in its entirety 
with 116 votes. The protocol was pre-
sented by Hun Neng, chairman of 
the NA commission on Interior, 

National Defence, and Civil Service 
Administration, and was defended 
by defence minister Tea Banh.  

The NA also approved a treaty on the 
non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. 
The four others are related to trade and 
cooperation between ASEAN member 
states and the bloc’s outside partners 
including India and Hong Kong.  

In a Facebook post, NA president 
Heng Samrin said: “The draft laws 
will further push social develop-
ment and bilateral and multilateral 

cooperation on borders, trade and 
security with neighbouring coun-
tries, as well as nations in the region 
and across the globe.” 

After the passage, the Supreme Court-
dissolved Cambodia National Rescue 
Party (CNRP) released a statement alleg-
ing that the approval of the border pro-
tocol was “an official agreement to hand 
over Cambodian land to Vietnam”. 

Cambodia Border Affairs Commit-
tee vice-chairman Koy Pisey dis-
missed the claims. She told The Post 

on Monday the passage of the proto-
col was a great achievement for Cam-
bodia. She said Cambodia had not 
demarcated its borders in decades. 

“When we have a clear border, no 
one can violate Cambodia’s land. The 
former CNRP was within their right 
to make the claims. But as a Cambo-
dian citizen, I am delighted by this 
achievement. In principle, the gov-
ernment has duties to protect territo-
rial sovereignty and the country for 
the next generations,” Pisey said.

a student wears a disposable face shield before entering class in phnom penh’s Meanchey district on Monday. HONG MENEA



Mom Kunthear

THE Ministry of Health has 
denied allegations that it had 
overcharged incoming travel-
lers from abroad for quaran-
tine services.

Ministry spokeswoman Or 
Vandine explained that some 
individuals had chosen to 
quarantine at hotels, offered 
to pay for it and signed docu-
ments without any pressure. 

If they did not have enough 
money to pay, she said they 
were able to choose a facility 
prepared and funded by the 
state to quarantine at no cost.

“The health ministry to-
tally denied the news of food 
and quarantine prices spread 
on social media. The allega-
tions were baseless while the 
ministry is striving to carry 
out measures against Covid-
19 infections being imported 

from abroad,” she said.
The denial came as the min-

istry reported another positive 
Covid-19 patient in the coun-
try – a Cambodian woman 
from Kratie province’s Chitr 
Borei distric who travelled 
from Japan via South Korea 
and arrived on October 19.

In a press release, the min-
istry said the woman was 
confirmed Covid-19 positive 
after a second test on the 
13th day of her quarantine. 
She is receiving treatment at 
the Khmer-Soviet Friendship 
Hospital.” 

The woman was on the same 
flight as the Polish man who 
tested positive on October 21.

There were 53 total passen-
gers on board the plane, 26 
of whom underwent quaran-
tine at hotels in Phnom Penh 
while the other 26 were iso-
lated at the Air Force base, 

including the Kratie woman.
The ministry said the 25 

passengers quarantining 
alongside the woman were 
required to quarantine for an 
additional 14 days because 
they were at risk of contract-
ing the disease. 

As of November 1, Cambo-
dia had reported a total of 292 
Covid-19 patients -- 60 of them 
females. Of the total, 283 have 
recovered and nine remain 
hospitalised – four Cambodian 
men, two Cambodian women, 
a Polish man, a French man 
and a French woman. 

In other Covid-related news, 
Thai Prime Minister Prayut 
Chan-o-cha offered mobile 
isolation rooms to the Cam-
bodian embassy in Thailand 
on October 30 at a ceremony 
attended by minister-coun-
cillor Lay Chanrasmey.

The Australian embassy to 

Phnom Penh also announced 
an AUD 500 million ($350.3 
million) Regional Vaccine Ac-
cess and Health Security Ini-
tiative for Southeast Asia and 
the Pacific. 

In a November 2 press re-
lease, Australian foreign 
minister Marise Payne said: 
“A fast, safe vaccine rollout 
in the Pacific and Southeast 
Asia will mean we are able to 
return to more normal travel, 
tourism and trade with our 
key partners in the region.”

Australian ambassador 
Pablo Kang said the move will 
boost the country’s already 
deep engagement in the 
health sector in Cambodia. 

“This ... should play a key 
role in Cambodia’s efforts 
to secure universal access 
to WHO-approved [World 
Health Organisation] Covid-
19 vaccines,” he said.

National
2 THE PHNOM PENH POST  NOVEMBER  3, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Covid cases hit 292, ministry 
denies quarantine gouging

The ‘VIP’ quarantine facility at the Khmer-Soviet Friendship Hospital. Khmer-soviet friendhip hospital

Villagers asked the police to kill the buffalo. facebooK

Kim Sarom

POLICE killed a female buffalo 
on November 2 after it hit a 
man to death and injured two 
others on October 31 in Pnov II 
commune, in Prey Veng prov-
ince’s Sithor Kandal district. 

District police chief Seng Sa-
vorn identified the deceased 
victim as 47-year-old Roeun 
Ren. He was hit in the thigh 
and chest and was stepped on 
in the ribs by the buffalo.

The two who suffered injuries 
were 39-year-old Nen Chamroe-
un and his 51-year-old brother 
Nen Yen. Chamroeun was hit 
on the right leg, while Yen was 
hit on the elbow and sustained 
light injuries to his body. 

Savorn said before the inci-
dent, Yen had bought about 
eight buffalo to raise. Then he 
sold a female buffalo to Cham-
roeun, who said it was strong to 
use for farming. After purchasing 
the buffalo, Chamroeun’s wife 
brought it to a field to graze. 

When Chamroeun’s wife 
tried to fetch the buffalo to 
bring it home, it hit her once. 
Yen rushed to help but was hit 
by the buffalo too. Both only 
sustained light injuries. 

Then Chamroeun wielded a 
stick to hit the buffalo, but he 
was gored in his right foot. 

Savorn said five other men 
armed with sticks followed the 
buffalo, trying to beat it. One of 
them was Ren, who only had a 
bottle of water with him. Before 
chasing the buffalo, Ren told 
the others that he was a ma-
gician and that he could calm 
the buffalo with his magic. 

Savorn said: “I was told that 
the one who was killed was 
somehow drunk. When he 
chased the buffalo, he chanted 
his magic and sprinkled water. 
He told others that the buffalo 
will not eat for a week after it was 
watered with his holy water. 

“But then the buffalo rushed 
towards him and gored him 
in the thigh and chest and 
stepped on his body. Then the 
buffalo ran into a forest.”

He said Ren was taken to a 
commune health centre but 
then succumbed to his inju-
ries. The two other victims 
are receiving treatment at the 
health centre. 

Savorn said villagers request-
ed that police kill the buffalo for 
fear that it would cause danger 
to them in the future.

Prey Veng villager 
killed in female 
buffalo rampage

Nov Sivutha

THE Kep Provincial Adminis-
tration has created a working 
group to prepare a “beautiful 
beach” for tourists and trans-
form the area to international 
tourism standards.

Kep governor Som Pisith 
told The Post local officials 
are paying attention to gen-
eral safety and changing the 
bad habits of opportunists 
who seek to take advantage 
of tourists. He explained that 
local vendors have been plac-
ing chairs and mats on the 
beach and charging tourists 
who use them.  

“After preparing the beach 
we must change their mind-
set and habits,” he said, add-
ing vendors will be required 
to have permits. 

Pisith said the beach will be 

ready not only for big events 
but also everyday activities.

Heng Siyong, owner of 
Kep’s Lim Keam restaurant, 
supported the plans and 
said all sellers have been ad-
vised about proper hygiene 
and not selling food at high 
prices.

Yun Phally, an investiga-
tor for rights group Adhoc in 
Kampot and Kep provinces, 
said maintaining order at 
the beach is key to attracting 
tourists. 

“I have seen them [authori-
ties] enforcing order at the 
beach because there have 
been dispute between of-
ficials and vendors who lay 
mats or erect tents and charge 
$10 to $20.

“What the authority has done 
so far is good for both tourists 
and vendors,” he said. 

Kep set to transform 
beach, orders vendors 
to stop encroachment  
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Voun Dara

THe ministry of Commerce’s 
Consumer Protection, Com-
petition and Fraud repression 
Directorate-General (CCF) re-
cently launched a campaign 
to disseminate laws governing 
the sale of fuel to depot owners 
across the country.

The aim is to provide the 
owners with legal guidelines 
before officials start enforc-
ing fines for malpractice. 

CCF director-general Phan 
oun told The Post on novem-
ber 2 that the campaign builds 
confidence and protects con-
sumer interests by urging busi-
nesses to operate honestly. 

“We launched this campaign 
across the country and invite 
business people in the fuel sec-
tor to join. We started this cam-
paign in late September and 
plan to end it in mid-December.

“After ending this campaign, 
we will start imposing fines on 
offenders in the sector,” he said.

oun said in the past, several 
fuel depot owners had short-
changed customers and were 

made to sign contracts prohib-
iting them from continuing the 
practice.

Companies had also been 
caught diluting their fuel, which 
can lead to damaged motors.

“In the past, we found [cases 
of] non-compliance. We made 
some fuel stations owners 
sign a letter promising to stop. 
Through this campaign, we will 
spread the word to fuel station 
owners once again before we 
start enforcing fines,” he said.

oun said mechanisms to con-
trol fuel products in Cambodia, 
crooked businesses and penal-
ties for dishonesty in fuel sales 
were all discussed. Quantity and 
quality fraud will also be brought 
up during the campaign.

on August 7 this year, the 
CCF hatched the idea of the 
campaign, with 10 major 
companies in mind.

The project was praised 
by some, including muong 
Angkeara, who said: “I sup-
port this campaign because 
the gasoline [sector] does run 
into many problems of fraud 
of quality and quantity.”

ministry sets anti-fuel 
fraud effort in motionWork underway to repair dams

Khouth Sophak Chakrya

T
He ministry of Water 
resources and me-
teorology’s engineer-
ing and irrigation 

departments have created a 
joint working group to reha-
bilitate dams and irrigation 
constructions damaged by 
recent flooding.

The group’s goal is to store 
water for the upcoming dry 
season and strengthen the 
surfaces of dams.

According to the ministry, 
the group has begun repairing 
the delta dam of Prek Thnot 
river in Phnom Penh’s south-
ernmost Dangkor district. 

The process of rehabilitat-
ing the Prek Thnot river dam 
started last week with support 
technical and financial sup-
port from China’s Guangdong 
Foreign Construction Com-
pany. The project is expected 
to be completed by mid-De-
cember at the latest.

Water resources minis-
ter Lim Kean Hor urged the 
group to cooperate with the 
provincial departments to 
inspect and restore irrigation 
constructions damaged by 
floods to ensure there is water 
to use for the dry season. 

battambang provincial wa-
ter resources department di-
rector Long Phalkun told The 
Post on november 2 that his 
working group is repairing 
the Phnom Tapong reservoir, 
which is located in the western 
part of Kamping Puoy basin.

on november 1, the team 
finished repairing eight gates 
of the Kamping Puoy Irriga-
tion System totalling 230m in 
banan district.  

“many water control and 
drainage dams have been 
damaged by floods, but now 
our team is working to gradu-
ally restore [them] after the 
water recedes,” Phalkun said. 

Provincial deputy governor 
Soeum bunrith told The Post 
on november 2 that besides 

damaging the irrigation sys-
tem, floods also destroyed 
several road infrastructures 
throughout the province.

bunrith said: “The most 
urgent task in post-flood re-
habilitation is to repair dam-
aged sections of the road to 
facilitate traffic and provid-
ing seeds, including rice and 
mixed crops, to poor farming 
families to cultivate and re-
store their livelihoods.”

He said his provincial work-

ing group, in collaboration 
with relevant ministries, had 
repaired potholes, irrigation 
systems, and provided seeds 
to nearly 1,000 families. each 
selected families received 
100kg of rice seeds.

According to bunrith, on 
november 8 Prime minister 
Hun Sen will visit and offer 
aid, including rice seeds and 
crop seeds to 10,500 families 
who have been affected by 
floods.

Work is underway to repair roads near the Prek Thnot River in the capital’s southernmost Dangkor district 
following the recent flooding. water resources ministry

CCF officials inspect petrol at a station in Takeo province in July. ccF



Road accidents 
claim 19 lives 
over water fest
Mom Kunthear

R
OAD deaths in Cam-
bodia went up during 
the three-day Water 
Festival holiday this 

year, but the number of inju-
ries was down compared to 
the same period last year.

According to a report issued 
by the National Police on 
Sunday, there were 36 traffic 
accidents during this year’s 
holiday that began on Octo-
ber 30. The accidents left 19 
people dead and 53 injured, 
an increase of nine deaths 
and a decrease of 24 injuries 
compared to the same period 
last year. Last year, 10 people 
were killed and 77 injured.

The main causes of the ac-
cidents were attributed to 
speeding, driving drunk and 
disrespecting traffic laws, the 
report said.

Minister of interior Sar 
Kheng, who is also chairman 

of the National Road Safety 
Committee (NRSC), reiter-
ated his call for motorists to 
respect traffic law.

“The active effort to main-
tain order and improve traffic 
safety has reduced the num-
ber of accidents, deaths and 
injuries compared to the first 
nine months of 2019,” he said.

According to the NRSC, 
there were 2,430 road acci-
dents resulting in 1,257 fatali-
ties, 2,265 serious injuries and 
1,401 minor injuries in the first 
nine months of this year. 

Compared to the same period 
last year, the number of road ac-
cidents decreased by 727, fatali-
ties by 266, serious injuries by 
755 and minor injuries by 293

Meanwhile, the Asia Injury 
Prevention Foundation (AIP) re-
cently announced the establish-
ment of seven technical teams to 
work with government agencies 
to assist efforts to reduce traffic 
accidents in Cambodia.

Long Kimmarita

The Por Sen Chey district 
administration has notified 
residents to remove construc-
tions that blocked drainage 
systems and contributed to 
recent flooding in the capital.

Officials delivered the in-
structions to people living in 
the Borey Piphob Thmei II 
gated community in Chaom 
Chao commune I’s Trapaing 
Thloeng IV village on October 
28 and gave them 10 days to 
remove the obstacles.

District governor hem 
Darith told The Post on Mon-

day that over 10 families had 
voluntarily agreed to remove 
their constructions while 
some requested a delay. 

“If they refuse to remove 
their constructions, police 
will remove them without 
taking responsibility for any 
damage. We are looking into 
the request for delay, but in 
the case that constructions 
are built on sewage covers, 
removal cannot be delayed. 

“They must be removed ur-
gently. When the 10-day ultima-
tum expires and they still haven’t 
removed their constructions, we 
will remove them,” he said.

Darith added officials would 
mark all illegally built con-
structions trespassing on pu-
bic pavements, sewage rims 
and covers across the district. 

“We will start first in the Bo-
rey Piphob Thmei in Trapaing 
Thloeng IV village because it 
is a chronically flooded place. 
It will set an example for oth-
er [gated communities] to fol-
low,” he said.

he instructed local authori-
ties to take measures to stop 
such encroachment.

“They must not let those 
constructions happen any-
more. They have to do what-

ever it takes to now allow such 
constructions to continue. 

Affiliated Network for So-
cial Accountability (Ansa) 
executive director San Chey 
agreed that additionally built 
constructions affect drainage 
systems and public roads. 

he urged the authorities to 
come up with a means to re-
lease water over a long term. 

“If authorities establish major 
canals to release water in this 
area, it not only helps Borey res-
idents in Trapaing Thloeng IV 
village but also others who live 
in the upper part of the Por Sen 
Chey district,” he said.

National
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A woman died in a traffic accident in Kampong Chhnang province. 
national police

Officials will mark all illegally built constructions trespassing on pubic pavements, sewage rims and covers across Por Sen Chey district. heng chivoan 

Niem Chheng

A JOINT statement released 
on November 2 by a group of 
57 NGOs called for the govern-
ment to stop silencing jour-
nalists and media outlets and 
release journalists who they 
believe were unfairly arrested. 

In response, government 
officials said the statement 
did not take into consider-
ation the legality of the situa-
tions and was published with 
a political agenda.

In the statement, the group 
alleged that the government 
had harassed independent 
media outlets and their jour-
nalists. They urged the gov-
ernment to immediately drop 
the ‘apparently politically 
motivated charges’ against 
the journalists and release 
them unconditionally. 

The group also called on 
the government to repeal or 
amend laws that “unjustifi-
ably impede media freedom 
and freedom of expression”.

They said the government 
should drop the incitement 
charge against Ros Sokhet, the 
publisher of the Cheat Khmer 
(Khmer Nation). Sokhet was 
arrested in connection to a 
Facebook post deemed to 

cause incitement and serious 
chaos to society. 

The statement also called 
for the release of Sok Oudom, 
the owner of Rithysen radio 
station, and Rath Rott Mony, 
a fixer for Russian state news 
outlet RT. 

Oudom had covered a land 
conflict in Phnom Oral Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Kampong Chh-
nang province, while Rott Mony 
was sentenced to two years for 
working on a documentary film 
about child sex trafficking.

The statement also asked 
the government to reinstate 
the licence for online media 
company TVFB, which was re-
voked after its owner Sovann 
Rithy was arrested in April. In 
October, Rithy was sentenced 
to 18 months in prison for re-
porting Prime Minister hun 
Sen’s comments about the 
impacts of the Covid-19.

From January to May, Cam-
bodian police and judicial 
authorities summoned and 
questioned at least a dozen 
journalists for their reporting, 
the statement read. At least 
nine other cases of harassment 
against journalists have been 
recorded since 2019, it said. 

“In the past, the government 
adopted a series of repres-

sive laws that have enabled a 
crackdown on independent 
media and social media and 
resorted to provisions in the 
penal code – in particular ar-
ticles 494 and 495 – to silence 
critical reporting and report-
ers,” the statement said.

The NGOs said Cambodia 
did not respect the principles 
of the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights, 
which it accepted in 1992. 
The covenant stipulates that 
countries have an obligation 
to respect and protect free-

dom of opinion and expres-
sion without interference. 

“Any restrictions to these 
rights must be justified through 
a strict test of legality, necessity 
and proportionality with re-
spect to a legitimate aim. 

“None of these above-men-
tioned cases against journalists 
and their publications meet 
these principles. They do not as-
sert or advance a legitimate aim 
and are not necessary. There-
fore, [Cambodia has] violated 
international human rights law 
and Cambodia’s legal obliga-

tions,” the statement said.
Ministry of Justice spokes-

man Chin Malin said the joint 
statement was released by the 
same group that detested the 
government. They take any oc-
casion to fight the government 
without a legal basis, he said.

“If we look at the content 
of the statement, it’s kind of 
baseless. It’s an accusation 
with rancour coming along 
with a political agenda. I see 
this because [the] legal mea-
sures [taken against] these 
journalists were not due to 

their journalism practices. 
“The measures were taken 

against them because they 
violated Cambodian law, not 
because of exercising their 
freedom and media profes-
sion,” Malin said.

he said the call on the gov-
ernment to drop charges 
and release the journalists 
violated Cambodia’s laws and 
its Constitution because the 
government has no authority 
to drop charges or release de-
tainees. Such an appeal was 
like a call on the government 
to break the law, he said.

“Releasing a statement 
with rancour and a political 
agenda without a legal basis 
is like encouraging the per-
petrator to continue com-
mitting crimes in Cambodia. 
The statement should change 
their direction to educate 
people to respect the law. 

“If they violated the law, 
they should defend them-
selves in court. This should be 
the appeal that is in line with 
the law and Constitution,” he 
added.

Ministry of Information 
spokesperson Meas Sophorn 
said the ministry will issue a 
press release in response to 
the joint statement.

Residents told to remove obstacles 
to drainage systems in Phnom Penh

NGOs: Stop oppressing journalists and limiting free speech

From left, Sok Oudom, Sovann Rithy, Ros Sokhet and Rath Rott Mony. All were arrested in media-related 
cases and a joint statement from 57 NGOs requested that the government release them.supplied
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THe State bank of vietnam is 
drafting a circular regarding 
cashless payments which might 
allow domestic commercial 
banks and domestic intermedi-
ary payment companies to coop-
erate with foreign intermediary 
payment companies to provide 
international payment services.

Under current regulations, 
domestic banks are only 
allowed to cooperate with for-
eign banks and international 
card organisations for interna-
tional payments.

There are no regulations for 
international payments made 
via foreign e-wallets as well as 
about international payments 
that don’t go through payment 
accounts.

This loophole in the era of 
Industry 4.0 has seen a rapid 
boom of international pay-
ment methods.

In recent years there has been 
huge demand for payments via 
foreign e-wallets such as Wechat 
Pay and Alipay from Chinese 
tourists in vietnam. vietnam 
attracts a large number of Chi-
nese tourists every year.

Some banks and intermedi-
ary payment companies have 
asked the central bank to allow 
them to cooperate with foreign 
intermediary payment compa-
nies to serve international 
demand while exploiting the 
large potential of this segment.

TPbank director-general 
nguyen Hung said domestic 
banks could not cooperate with 
foreign e-wallets like Wechat Pay 
and Alipay at the moment due 
to the lack of a legal framework.

“We are getting ready to start 
but must wait for the green 
light from the central bank,” 
Hung was quoted by Dau Tu 
(Investment) online newspa-
per as saying.

According to Pham Tien 
Dung, director of the central 
bank’s Payment Department, 
the Industry 4.0 revolution had 
created a number of new inter-
national payment models.

Previously, international 
payments were mainly con-
ducted via bank accounts and 
credit cards, but now e-wallets 
were emerging, he added.

“It is clear that the definition 
of international payment must 
be changed. People should be 
able to make international 
payments through their banks 
and also via intermediary pay-
ment methods.

“In a changing world, the 
management method needs to 
change,” Dung stressed.

Along with technological 
advances, cross-border pay-
ments are becoming much eas-
ier. Cross-border intermediary 
payment platforms are booming 
around the world, attracting not 
only fintech companies but also 
big corporations such as Ama-
zon, Apple and Google.

experts predicted there 
would be a wave of coopera-
tion between banks and 
domestic fintech companies 
with foreign e-wallets after the 
central bank gave the green 
light, which would also pro-
vide support for the tourism 
and e-commerce industries.

e-wallets are developing rap-
idly in vietnam. AppotaPay 
received a licence from the State 
bank of vietnam last month, 
making it the 39th intermediary 
payment company in vietnam.

The Covid-19 pandemic was 
also pushing the development 
of cashless payments among 
the country’s 97 million popula-
tion, about 70 per cent of whom 
have access to the internet and 
45 per cent use smartphones.

Statistics from the central bank 
showed that as of the end of the 
first quarter, there were about 13 
million activated e-wallet 
accounts in vietnam with a total 
outstanding balance of 1.36 tril-
lion dong ($58.6 million).

more than 225 million trans-
actions were conducted, worth 
77.7 trillion dong, via e-wallets 
in the first quarter. VIET NAM NEWS/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Companies flock to Single 
Portal registration platform
Thou Vireak

T
He number of com-
panies initiating the 
registration process 
on the government’s 

newly-launched e-business 
registration Platform has 
ballooned to 5,227, taking full 
advantage of the reduced red 
tape and shorter timeframe.

Six ministries and state-
run institutions have been 
integrated into a business 
registration system on the 
platform, also known as the 
Single Portal, which was 
launched on June 15 by gov-
ernment representatives.

The six ministries and state 
institutions listed in the system 
are the ministries of Interior; 
economy and Finance; Com-
merce; and Labour and voca-
tional Training, as well as the 
General Department of Taxa-
tion and the Council for the 
Development of Cambodia.

Another six are planned to 
be incorporated.

As of october 28, 1,892 
companies had successfully 
registered on the Single Por-
tal, its data show. That figure 
was just 287 on July 29.

As of that same day, 523 
companies were under final 
review, while 2,638 others 
have cleared a preliminary 
review and are “registered 
for reservation”, awaiting the 
final review. Another 174 are 
under preliminary review.

Finance ministry spokes-
man meas Soksensan previ-
ously said the Single Portal 
would require companies to 
complete a one-time busi-
ness registration form, taking 
a maximum of eight days.

He noted that all data submit-

ted by the companies under the 
Single Portal will be automati-
cally forwarded to all ministries 
and state-run institutions in-
corporated into the system.

Finance ministry secretary 
of state Phan Phalla has said 
that, under the scheme, the 
commerce ministry cut regis-
tration fees by 40 per cent and 
patent tax for the year of reg-
istration by 50 per cent, while 
waiving registration tax on 
new registration documents.

“businesspeople are no lon-
ger required to take a photo and 
scan their fingerprints immedi-
ately after listing,” he said.

Cambodia Chamber of Com-
merce vice-president Lim Heng 
chalked up the uptick in regis-
trations to the newly-signed 
bilateral free trade agreement 
(FTA) between Cambodia and 

China in conjunction with the 
trade preferences already of-
fered by the eU and the US.

“We are taking another step 
towards the Chinese market, the 
world’s largest market, through 
the bilateral FTA between Cam-
bodia and China, as more com-
panies prepare to register and 
invest in Cambodia.

“This is an opportunity for 
Cambodia to entice more 
companies that produce goods 
for export to the US [and euro-
pean markets] to register their 
businesses in the Kingdom.

“registering a business 
through the information 
technology platform saves 
time and significantly trims 
informal costs,” Heng said.

Soksensan told The Post in 
August: “Under the initiative 
of [finance] minister [Aun 

Pornmoniroth], the system 
has greatly facilitated the reg-
istration procedure for online 
businesses in harmony with 
the government’s Industry 4.0 
development policy which 
aims to modernise the tech-
nology infrastructure.

“The goal [of the platform] 
is to build a better investment 
environment and attract more 
investment to Cambodia.

“This is the duty of the 
ministry of economy and Fi-
nance which seeks to ensure 
macroeconomic stability. At 
the same time, we want our 
economy to grow under fa-
vourable investment condi-
tions, compelling us to cut a 
lot of red tape,” he said.

The Single Portal can be ac-
cessed at registrationservices.
gov.kh.

Shanghai technology moU signed 
Thou Vireak

THe ministry of Industry, Science, Tech-
nology and Innovation on Thursday 
signed a memorandum of understanding 
(moU) with the Shanghai Science and 
Technology Committee (STCSm) on 
cooperation in the fields of science, tech-
nology and innovation.

STCSm describes itself as a component 
of the Shanghai municipal government 
on China’s central coast that is responsi-
ble for the city’s scientific and techno-
logical development.

It also supports cooperation between 
domestic and international institutions 
that are relevant to the areas of science and 
technology, according to its website.

The moU was inked by minister Cham 
Prasidh and STCSm director-general 
Zhang Quan at a ceremony held via video 
link, the ministry reported.

At the event, Prasidh said the agree-
ment would increase opportunities for 

Cambodian-Chinese joint ventures to 
undertake priority tasks.

This includes capacity training in 
fields such as science, technology, inno-
vation, agriculture, agricultural process-
ing, sanitation, health, the environment, 
information technology and telecom-
munications, he said.

“We welcome the moU on science, tech-
nology and innovation between Cambo-
dia and [Shanghai,] China, which will help 
promote the development of new joint 
research between Cambodian and Chi-
nese researchers, the exchange of experi-
ence, techniques, technologies and new 
discoveries, as well as collaboration on 
new projects,” Prasidh said.

He vowed that the ministry would con-
tinue to work attentively and place a high 
priority on shoring up advancements in 
science, technology and innovation in 
support of industrial, entrepreneurial and 
green development.

“The moU also marks a new achieve-

ment for Cambodia in line with the royal 
Government’s strategic plan to pursue 
internal reforms and welcome Cambodia’s 
external cooperation,” Prasidh said.

At the same event, the two parties unveiled 
plans to set up a branch of the Green Tech-
nology bank (GTb) in the Kingdom.

The institution aims to mobilise, man-
age and facilitate the use of green funds 
and loans to support the implementation 
of large-scale investment projects in fields 
such as hydropower, solar energy or those 
that seek to minimise their carbon emis-
sions and environmental footprint, 
according to the ministry.

The GTb pitches itself as a “key initia-
tive” launched in 2016 by the Chinese 
ministry of Science and Technology and 
Shanghai’s municipal government.

Its main focus is to enhance green tech-
nologies and finance and meet the goals 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Devel-
opment and the Paris Climate Change 
Agreement, according to its website.

vietnam could soon 
allow foreign e-wallets 
for int’l bank payments

More than 5,000 companies in Cambodia have joined the e-Business Registration Platform. hONg MENEA

E-wallets are developing rapidly in Vietnam. VTV.VN/VIET NAM NEWS
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Wing supports Post Flood Relief Campaign
Wing (Cambodia) Limited Specialised Bank has become the latest corporate 
company to support the Post Flood Relief Campaign that was launched 
to assist those affected by the natural disaster in the Kingdom. Wing’s 
CEO Manu Rajan welcomed Post Media publisher and CEO Ly Tayseng, and 
COO James Ong last Wednesday at the company’s headquarters. During 
the event, Wing’s staff and its agents showed strong support for the 
fundraising drive. Interested donors can make their payments through 
Wing’s agents, using its QR code or via Wing Money App.

Hin Pisei

CAmboDIA exported 536,305 
tonnes of milled rice to 60 
countries in the first 10 months 
of this year, up more than 17.11 
per cent from 457,940 tonnes 
in the same period last year.

The exports were worth about 
$367 million, according to Cam-
bodia rice Federation (CrF) 
secretary-general Lun Yeng.

China topped the list of des-
tination markets for Cambo-
dian milled rice with 194,451 
tonnes imported, accounting 
for a 36.26 per cent market 
share, minister of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries veng 
Sakhon (pictured, Facebook) 
said on Saturday.

exports to the eU, ASeAn 
countries and other destina-
tions reached 174,391 tonnes, 
71,782 tonnes and 95,581 
tonnes, accounting for 
32.51, 13.40 and 
17.83 per cent of 
total milled-rice 
exports for the pe-
riod, he said.

broken down by category, 
jasmine and fragrant rice ac-
counted for 421,322 tonnes, 
while white long-grain rice ac-
counted for 109,012 tonnes, he 
said. Long-grain parboiled rice 
accounted for 6,138 tonnes.

Last month alone, the King-
dom exported 47,530 tonnes, 
down 19.92 per cent from 
59,354 tonnes in october last 
year, he added.

CrF’s Yeng pointed out that 
last month’s exports were 
worth around $38.9 million.

CrF chairman Hun Lak told 
The Post that last month’s dip in 
milled-rice exports was largely 
due to the flash floods and re-
sulting disruptions of logistics 
and transportation chains.

With the floods largely reced-
ed, he voiced his confidence that 
exports would pick up soon.

“export volumes will en-
joy a noticeable recovery in 
December and January 2021, 
with China remaining a po-
tential market for Cambo-
dia,” Lak said.

He noted that authorities 
and farmers have be-

gun to plant paddy 
in flood-ravaged 
fields.

Last year, the 
Kingdom exported 
620,106 tonnes of 

rice to internation-
al markets, down 
0.97 per cent from 
626,225 tonnes in 
2018, ministry data 
showed.

Kingdom exports 536K 
tonnes of rice in Jan-octminister hastens work on PPLC

May Kunmakara

m
InISTer of 
economy and 
Finance and na-
tional Council of 

Logistics (nCL) chairman Aun 
Pornmoniroth on Wednesday 
called for relevant institu-
tions to support the Singa-
pore-based YCH Group Pte 
Ltd in its feasibility study of a 
monumental logistics hub in 
western Phnom Penh.

The institutions must en-
sure that YCH completes its 
study on the Phnom Penh 
Logistics Centre (PPLC) as 
soon as possible for a prompt 
launch of the project, which 
is set to streamline the King-
dom’s logistics sector.

Pornmoniroth said this at 
the second meeting of the 
nCL, which was held at the 
ministry.

The nCL is a specialised 
inter-ministerial team that is 
designed to tackle the high 
costs of the Kingdom’s logis-
tics sector and promote the 
efficient flow of exports.

He told the institutions to 
gauge YCH’s needs and deter-
mine what the government 
can do to accelerate work on 
the project.

He added that YCH’s study 
would provide the basis for 
determining the PPLC’s busi-
ness model.

minister of Public Works and 
Transport Sun Chanthol said 
a framework agreement be-
tween his ministry and YCH for 

the development of the PPLC 
has already been drafted.

but having obtained ad-
ditional input from the nCL 
meeting, he said the agree-
ment would be amended 
with careful attention that the 
scope and content of the revi-
sions are in line with the agree-
ment’s subject matter and is 
beneficial to the Kingdom.

YCH identifies itself as the 
Asia-Pacific region’s leading 
integrated end-to-end supply 
chain management and logis-
tics partner.

The ministry’s General De-
partment of Logistics director 
Chhieng Pich told The Post in 
August that a then-recently-
completed early-stage feasi-

bility analysis of the PPLC had 
provided positive results.

He said the study showed 
that the project would be eco-
nomically viable and com-
mercialising it would benefit 
the private and public sectors.

The PPLC is to be located on 
98ha of land in the capital’s 
Samraong Kraom commune 
just northwest of the Phnom 
Penh International Airport.

Its location is strategically 
significant as it sits between Si-
hanoukville Autonomous Port 
and the Poipet rail line on the 
border with Thailand. It is also 
located near national roads 
3 and 4, as well as the Phnom 
Penh Special economic Zone.

Cambodia’s weak logistics in-

frastructure has long impeded 
its trade sector, with a 2014 World 
bank report showing that the 
Kingdom’s export costs were 30 
per cent higher than those of 
neighbouring countries.

In 2016, the Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency 
estimated that Cambodia 
charges its exporters $540 per 
twenty-foot equivalent units 
(TeU), compared to $200 in 
Thailand and $250 in vietnam.

A TeU is an inexact unit of 
cargo capacity used in the ship-
ping industry roughly equiva-
lent to a container with internal 
dimensions measuring about 
20 feet long, eight feet wide and 
8.5 feet tall, or a volume roughly 
38.5 cubic metres.

Finance minister and NCL chairman Aun Pornmoniroth says the PPLC project will streamline the Kingdom’s 
logistics sector. HENG CHIVOAN



investing in stocks is 
often compared to gam-
bling. And while certain 
strategies used in the stock 

market could resemble it, like 
trading penny stocks, short-
term speculation and unprotect-
ed option strategies, investing 
is actually not gambling if done 
properly – and gambling is 
definitely not investing.

The principles of investing 
in stocks

stocks, or shares in a 
company, represent fractional 
ownership in a firm, giving 
shareholders voting rights as 
well as a claim on corporate 
assets and earnings propor-
tional to the number of shares 
owned. share prices are then 
determined by the supply and 
demand in the market or on 
the stock exchange. 

investing is about being 
patient and seeking consistent 
returns over the long term, 
comparable to putting the 
money into running a business. 
therefore, investing in stocks 
focuses on buying stocks that 
will perform best over a period 
of years. 

incomes from this type of in-
vestment include capital gains 
and dividends. Capital gains 
refer to the unrealised profit 
resulting from the rise of the 
stock price above the purchase 
price over time, which can be 
realised through the sale of 
shares. Dividends, meanwhile, 
refer to the cash or stocks paid 
out of the firm’s earnings or ac-
cumulated profits.

taken from The Little Book 
of Common Sense Investing 
by John C Bogle, the graph 
illustrates the linkage between 
the compounding long-term 
returns generated by businesses 
in the Us and the compounding 
returns in the Us stock market 
from 1900 to 2010. 

Although price fluctuations 
exist, these cannot erode the 
long-term trend that the stock 
market grows in tandem with 
the economy, where $1 grew to 
$39,000 in the last century. 

therefore, investors who 
buy and hold stocks have 
generally been rewarded with 
profit in the long term. 

The nature of gambling

gambling, on the other 
hand, is betting money on the 
outcome of an event, which 

involves high levels of uncer-
tainty and randomness. it is a 
short-lived activity, whereby 
the gambler expects to reap 
instant gains, if any. 

there are different forms 
of gambling, such as lotteries, 
fruit machines, poker and bet-
ting on racing, among others. 

Casinos are widely known 
as lucrative businesses raking 
in billions of dollars in revenue 
each year. 

Last year alone, the gross 
yield of the global gambling 
industry reached $110 billion, 
according to the World Casino 
Directory Report 2019. 

Realistically, the probability 
of losing a bet is usually higher 
than that of winning.

Similarities and differences
Both investing in stocks and 

gambling carry risks. 
gambling, however, depends 

largely on chance, and where 
there is often a lack of detailed 
information to assist gamblers 
in decision making to mitigate 
those risks. 

investing in stocks allows 
room for investors to mitigate 
or prevent losses through the 
thorough study and analysis 
of a company and related 

information, and thus  
the risk associated with  
investment. 

Understanding the fun-
damentals that make up the 
value of the company is the 
key in making investment 
decisions.

When investing in stocks, 
you own part of the company. 
you can then adjust your 
investment strategies accord- 
ing to the economic cycle  
of the company or market. 
When the stock price drops 
below the purchase price, you 
can sell the stocks and retain 
the remaining capital. 

however, there is no such 
long-term process when you 
gamble. you own no assets  
and receive no dividends or  
capital gains, and hence  
risk losing everything that  
you put on the bet.

it is inevitable that there 
exist certain investors in the 

stock markets who speculate 
and behave like gamblers, but 
that does not affect the per-
formance of the stocks in the 
long term. 

As evidenced previously, the 
divergence from the funda-
mentals will ultimately return 
to a fair price. 

Why investing in stocks is a safe bet
THE PHNOM PENH POST // NOvEMbEr 3, 2020  // www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Minister of Economy and Finance Dr Aun Pornmoniroth  rings the bell for the listing of Sihanoukville Autonomous Port on the CSX. supplied

Contributed by: The Cambodia 
Securities Exchange, Market 
Operations Department  
Email: market@csx.com.kh
Tel: 023 95 88 88 / 023 95 88 85

Disclaimer: this article 
has been compiled solely for 
informative and educational 
purposes. it is not intended to 
offer any recommendations or 
act as investment advice. the 
Cambodia securities exchange 
is not liable for any losses or 
damages caused by using it in 
such a way. 
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world

FUGITIve US whistleblower 
edward Snowden said on 
monday he had applied for 
russian citizenship but would 
keep his US nationality.

The former US intelligence 
contractor, who revealed in 
2013 that the US government 
was spying on its citizens, has 
been living in exile in russia 
since the revelations.

Snowden’s tweet comes 
weeks after he was granted per-
manent residency in the coun-
try, and just days after his part-
ner Lindsay mills announced 
that she was pregnant.

He tweeted: “After years of 
separation from our parents, 
my wife and I have no desire to 
be separated from our son.”

The 37-year-old said that 
“in this era of pandemics and 
closed borders, we’re apply-
ing for dual US-russian citi-
zenship”.

moscow only recently re-
laxed its strict citizenship 
laws to allow individuals to 

hold russian passports with-
out rejecting their original 
nationalities.

In the short thread, Snowden 
emphasised that he and mills 
would “remain Americans, 
raising our son with all the 
values of the America we love 
– including the freedom to 
speak his mind”.

The former US contractor 
is wanted in the US on espio-
nage charges after he leaked 
information showing that 
agents from the national Se-
curity Agency were collecting 
telephone records from mil-
lions of US citizens.

earlier this year, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump said he 
would “take a look” at par-
doning Snowden but has not 
made further comment on 
the matter.

A 2015 petition calling 
on then-president barack 
obama to pardon the whis-
tleblower was rejected by the 
White House. AFP

THe US presidential campaign enters 
its final day on monday with a last-
minute scramble for votes by Donald 
Trump and Joe biden, drawing to a 
close an extraordinary race that has put 
a pandemic-stricken country on edge.

but while campaigning will halt 
and voters will have their say on 
Tuesday, many questions remain 
over how soon a result will be known 
due to a flood of mail-in ballots and 
possible legal challenges.

Those factors, along with an unprec-
edented convergence of social justice 
protests, coronavirus precautions and 
President Trump’s fear-mongering 
campaign, have led to apprehension 
over whether unrest could erupt.

Taking no chances, businesses in 
some cities have boarded up windows, 
while across the country the harsh po-
litical climate has led to fierce debate, 
in some cases even dividing families.

As proof of how much US citizens 
have been galvanised – and perhaps 
frightened by the pandemic – a record 
of more than 93 million people have 
cast early ballots, including in-person 
and mailed votes, according to the 
nonpartisan US elections Project.

As the hours count down on mon-
day and with polls showing him 
behind, Trump will repeat his mara-
thon performance from the previ-
ous day with another set of five ral-
lies in north Carolina, Pennsylvania, 
michigan and Wisconsin.

biden will also be in Pennsylvania 
– including for a drive-in rally with 
pop star Lady Gaga – as well as in 
Cleveland, ohio.

Seeking to energise Democrats 
and prevent a 2016-like surprise, 
barack obama will appear in Geor-
gia before holding an election eve 
rally in miami. AFP

Snowden aims to be 
dual US-russia citizen

US campaign 
enters final 
day, nation on 
tenterhooks

europe imposes new Covid-19 curbs

Stabbing in Quebec leaves two dead

G
ermAnY on monday led 
a further tightening of 
coronavirus restrictions 
in europe that have trig-

gered anger and frustration across 
the continent, while the Covid-19 
crisis in the US deepened.

The virus has infected more than 46 
million people worldwide, with close 
to 1.2 million deaths, and the acute 
outbreaks in europe and the US spark-
ing further alarm about the state of the 
already devastated global economy.

To curb the spike in Germany, 
Chancellor Angela merkel has or-
dered a round of shutdowns from 
monday until the end of the month.

Germans will not be confined to 
their homes, but bars, cafes and res-
taurants must close, as well as the-
atres, operas and cinemas.

england prepared for fresh stay-at-
home orders, following in the steps of 
Austria, France and Ireland, with many 
expressing anxiety about the econom-
ic cost of the four-week shutdown due 
to take effect from Thursday.

Tighter lockdown rules were also 
set to kick in monday for belgium, 
which has the most Covid-19 cases 
per capita in the world. Portugal, 
too, has ordered a partial lockdown 
starting on Wednesday.

And in France, Prime minister 
Jean Castex said supermarkets 
would be barred from selling “non-
essential” items from Tuesday to 
protect small shopkeepers who 
have been forced to close.

Spain has already imposed a 
nighttime curfew, and almost all of 
its regions have implemented re-
gional border closures to prevent 
long-distance travel.

The Italian government is expect-
ed to announce new restrictions on 
monday, according to news reports, 
with the health minister pushing for 
a countrywide lockdown.

The threat of the virus was illustrat-
ed further on Sunday when the head 
of the World Health organisation 

(WHo) announced that he was self-
quarantining after someone he had 
been in contact with tested positive.

“I am well and without symptoms 
but will self-quarantine over the com-
ing days, in line with @WHo proto-
cols, and work from home,” Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said in a tweet, 
stressing the importance of complying 
with coronavirus guidance.

but the ongoing tightening of virus 
rules and restrictions has sparked an-
ger in people weary of confinement 
and the painful economic costs.

That frustration has led to protests 
in many parts of the world, espe-
cially europe, with some leading to 
violent skirmishes with police.

Protesters in several Spanish cit-
ies clashed with security forces for 
a second night on Saturday, police 
said, with vandalism and looting 

breaking out in some parts.
There has already been violence in 

several Italian cities, as well as Czech 
capital Prague recently.

The unrest over virus restrictions 
has not been limited to europe.

riots took place in several Argen-
tinean jails on Saturday, as prisoners 
demanded the resumption of visits 
during the pandemic.

The health situation is also deterio-
rating in the US, which is gearing up 
for the election showdown between 
President Donald Trump and his Dem-
ocratic rival Joe biden on Tuesday.

It is the worst-affected country in the 
world with 9.2 million infections and 
more than 230,000 deaths, and the 
pandemic has been front and centre 
during the bitter election campaign. 
With cases surging again, experts have 
warned of more devastation.

Top government scientist Antho-
ny Fauci told The Washington Post 
in an interview that the US is “in for 
a whole lot of hurt”.

In mexico, parades were can-
celled and cemeteries closed on 
Sunday during the Day of the Dead 
festival, in which people normally 
deck their homes, streets and rela-
tives’ graves with flowers, candles 
and colourful skulls.

many remembered those who 
have passed in the privacy of their 
homes, as authorities urged people 
to avoid gatherings.

Janet burgos decorated an altar with 
confetti, fruit and a photograph of her 
mother rosa maria, who died in June 
aged 64 from suspected Covid-19.

“now I begin to see what the Day 
of the Dead really represents,” she 
said. AFP

THe sword-wielding attacker 
dressed in medieval costume 
who killed two people and 
injured five others in a Hal-
loween rampage in Quebec 
City was “not associated with 
a terrorist group”, Canadian 
police said on Sunday.

The attacks occurred on 
Saturday night in multiple 
locations in the old Quebec 
neighbourhood, near the tour-
ist hotspot Chateau Frontenac 
and the national Assembly, the 
Quebec provincial parliament.

The suspect, who was ar-
rested early on Sunday after 
an hours-long street-by-street 
manhunt, was identified by 
local media as Carl Girouard, 
a man with a history of men-
tal health issues from a mon-
treal suburb. Police have yet 
to confirm his identity.

A police spokesman did say 
the attack appeared premedi-
tated – the suspect had spoken 
of carrying out such a crime 
five years ago – but added that 
he had no criminal record.  

The suspect made a brief 

preliminary court appear-
ance by video-link on Sunday 
afternoon; he was informed 
that he would face two charg-
es of homicide and five more 
for attempted homicide.

A search was conducted of 
his home in Sainte-Therese, 
near montreal, local media 
also reported.

“Yesterday evening we were 
plunged into a night of horror 
when a 24-year-old man, who 

does not live in Quebec, came 
with the intention of claiming 
as many victims as possible,” 
Quebec City police chief rob-
ert Pigeon told reporters.

He said the suspect was armed 
with a Katana sword, a curved 
sabre of the type once used by 
Samurai warriors in Japan.

“everything leads us to be-
lieve that he chose his victims 
at random,” Pigeon added.

A police spokesman identi-

fied the two persons killed as 
56-year-old Francois Duchesne 
and 61-year-old Suzanne Cler-
mont. Four men, ranging in age 
from 19 to 67, were wounded, 
as was a 24-year-old woman.

The police chief said that 
two of the victims are longtime 
French residents of Quebec.

Some of the injured suf-
fered “significant lacerations”, 
he said.

Anne Pasquier, a hair stylist 
neighbour of one of those slain, 
Clermont, said the woman 
hadn’t had time to cross the 
street on Saturday night “be-
cause the suspect had arrived 
just that second and decapitat-
ed her”, a detail which has not 
yet been confirmed by officials.

“She was lovely. She had 
a great sense of humour,” 
added Jean-Pierre Ajmo, 82, a 
personal friend.

The other fatal victim, 
Duchesne, was head of com-
munications at the Quebec 
Fine Arts museum, according 
to Jean rousseau, a city coun-
cillor. AFP

Germans will not be confined to their homes, but bars, cafes and restaurants must close, as well as theatres, operas and cinemas. AFP

Flowers and a candle are placed in front of the house of a woman who 
died in a Halloween attack in Quebec City. AFP



T
HE most power-
ful typhoon to hit 
the Philippines this 
year destroyed tens 

of thousands of homes and 
killed at least 20 people, offi-
cials said on Monday, as com-
munications to the worst-hit 
areas remained cut off.

Catanduanes Island and 
nearby Albay province on the 
most populous island of Luzon 
bore the brunt of the typhoon 
which was packing maxi-
mum sustained wind speeds 
of 225km/h when it slammed 
into the east coast on Sunday.

Ferocious winds and torren-
tial rain toppled power lines, 
triggered flooding and sparked 
landslides that engulfed hous-
es as Goni swept across the 
southern part of Luzon.

It lost intensity as it skirted 
the sprawling capital of Ma-
nila and headed out to the 
South China Sea.

Philippines Red Cross chief 
Richard Gordon said in a state-
ment: “We are horrified by the 
devastation caused by this ty-
phoon in many areas including 
Catanduanes island and Albay.

“Up to 90 per cent of homes 
have been badly damaged or 
destroyed in some areas. This 
typhoon has smashed in to 
people’s lives and livelihoods 
on top of the relentless physi-
cal, emotional and economic 
toll of Covid-19.”

Nearly 400,000 people fled 
their homes ahead of the ty-
phoon and most of them re-
main in evacuation centres 
as authorities scramble to 

restore power and telecom-
munications services in the 
hardest-hit areas.

Ten deaths were recorded 
in Albay province, but pro-
vincial disaster chief Cedric 
Daep said without pre-emp-
tive evacuations “thousands 
would have died”.

Three of the victims were 
caught in landslides of vol-
canic ash that police said en-
gulfed numerous houses in 
two adjacent villages near the 
active Mayon volcano. An-
other three are still missing.

Goni was ranked as a “super 
typhoon” when it made landfall 
on Catanduanes where at least 
six people died and authorities 
estimate most houses and in-
frastructure were damaged.

Across the areas in Goni’s 

path more than 20,000 houses 
were destroyed and around 
55,500 partially damaged, Civ-
il Defence said in a statement. 
Farmland was also damaged.

Clean-up efforts were under-
way with residents removing 
sodden furniture and other 
belongings from their houses 
as they shovelled out mud after 
heavy rains inundated towns.

The Philippines is hit by an av-
erage of 20 storms and typhoons 
every year, which typically wipe 
out harvests, homes and infra-
structure, keeping millions of 
people perennially poor.

Its deadliest on record was 
Super Typhoon Haiyan, which 
unleashed giant waves on the 
central city of Tacloban and 
left more than 7,300 people 
dead or missing in 2013. AFP
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ASEAN

THREE Indonesian bio-
sphere reserves have been 
added to the World Network 
of biosphere Reserves by the 
UNESCo Man and biosphere 
Programme following a high-
level online meeting on Tues-
day and Wednesday.

A biosphere reserve is a unique 
ecosystem that is conserved 
and protected for research and 
educational purposes.

The three reserves are Mer-
api Merbabu Menoreh and 
Karimunjawa-Jepara-Muria 
in Central Java, as well as bu-
naken Tangkoko Minahasa in 
North Sulawesi.

In total, UNESCo added 25 
new sites to its world network 
this year.

UNESCo director-general 
Audrey Azoulay said in a state-
ment on Wednesday: “The 
time for transformation is now. 
Crises also create opportunity, 
the opportunity to change 
how we see our relationships 
with nature, with each other 
and with the Earth.

“We know that there is no 
future for business as usual. 
We need a ‘new normal’ for 
biodiversity,” she added.

The addition to UNESCo’s 
network reinforces interna-
tional acknowledgement of 
Indonesia’s environmental 
efforts, two months after In-
donesia secured the Green 

Climate Fund (GCF) grant for 
reducing carbon emissions 
and deforestation.

Specifically, the addition 
means Indonesia will play a 
larger role in UNESCo’s vision 
of biosphere “research and 
awareness-raising work to fos-
ter innovative sustainable de-
velopment practices and com-
bat the loss of biodiversity”.

The Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forestry’s director-
general for natural resources 
and ecosystems, Wiratno, 
lauded UNESCo’s decision 
regarding the three reserves.

“[With the additions], sus-
tainable development in-
tegration can be prepared 
because there is a multi-
stakeholder communication 
forum for the biosphere re-
serve,” he said on Friday.

As of today, there are 714 
biosphere reserve sites spread 
in 129 countries, including 14 
in Indonesia.

Apart from the three recently 
included, other reserves in In-
donesia are Cibodas in West 
Java, which was included in 
1977, Komodo Island in East 
Nusa Tenggara (1977), Waka-
tobi in Southeast Sulawesi 
(2012), bromo Tengger Semeru 
Arjuno in East Java (2015) and 
Lombok’s Rinjani in West Nusa 
Tenggara (2018). THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Three Indonesian 
biosphere reserves 
tapped by UNESCo

Typhoon Goni barrels across 
the Philippines leaving 20 dead

The Philippines is hit by an average of 20 storms and typhoons every year. AFP

vietnam trial testing coronavirus vaccine on monkeys
CovID-19 vaccine testing has 
begun on monkeys in vietnam.

The vaccine and biological 
Production Company (vabio-
tech) under the Ministry of 
Health started trials on 12 rhe-
sus macaques, a kind of monkey 
of the Macaca mulatta family.

The trials took place on Reu 
Island off the northern prov-
ince of Quang Ninh.

vu Cong Long, head of the 
Animal breeding Farm at the 
Centre for Research and Pro-
duction of vaccines and bio-
logicals under the ministry, 
confirmed tests were carried 
out on october 27.

vabiotech director Do Tuan 
Dat said the monkeys are aged 
between three and five and 
weigh more than 3kg each. 
They had their health checked 
and are not infected with any 
diseases, he said.

After being vaccinated, the 
monkeys will be monitored for 
three months. Then, their blood 

samples will be taken and sent 
to Hanoi for further analysis.

The monkeys will be tested in 
two periods. In each period, they 
will be divided into two groups, 
with one being vaccinated and 
the other not vaccinated. After 
that, they will be monitored 
daily on separate islands.

The testing will follow a sim-
ilar model that may be per-
formed on people. The ani-
mals will be injected with the 
vaccine twice, with the shots 
being 18-21 days apart.

A month after the second 
shot, researchers will assess 
their immune response to see 
the effects between the inject-
ed and non-injected groups.

In June, vabiotech tested the 
vaccine on mice.

A representative data was col-
lected from the mice tests and 
scientists will continue testing 
the vaccine on other animals.

The results of the testing on 
monkeys will be a foundation 

for the next stage and proposal 
to test the vaccine on people.

Meanwhile, a total of 22 
healthcare facilities in Ho Chi 
Minh City (HCMC) have been 
approved by the ministry to 
perform tests for Covid-19 and 
announce positive cases, 
according to the city’s Depart-
ment of Health.

They include 17 public 
health facilities, three private 
hospitals and animal health 
offices No 6 and No 7.

Fv Hospital, Gia An 115 Hos-
pital and Hoan My Sai Gon 
General Hospital are the pri-
vate hospitals.

The public ones are the Pas-
teur Institute in HCMC, Insti-
tute of Public Health in HCMC, 
Southern Military Centre for 
Preventive Medicine, Cho Ray 
Hospital, University Medical 
Centre, Quality Control Centre 
for Medical Laboratory, Thong 
Nhat Hospital, 175 Military 
Hospital, 7A Military Hospital, 

HCMC Disease Control Cen-
tre, Hospital for Tropical Dis-
eases, Children Hospital No 1, 
Municipal Children Hospital, 
Nguyen Tri Phuong Hospital, 
Pham Ngoc Thach Hospital, 
and the District 2 and Thu Duc 
hospitals.

The city’s Department of 
Health has asked health facili-
ties to maintain testing capacity 
and strictly follow the ministry’s 
regulations for sample taking, 
testing procedures and report-
ing to health authorities.

City-level general hospitals 
that are incapable of perform-
ing real-time reverse transcrip-
tion polymerase chain reaction 
(RT-PCR) tests are required to 
make preparations for them by 
the end of this year.

The ministry has fixed the 
real-time PCR test at a maxi-
mum of 734,000 dong ($32) 
per sample and the rapid diag-
nostic test at 238,000 dong. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Underwater life at the Bunaken National Marine Park. AFP

Vietnam’s Covid-19 vaccine trials have been conducted on 12 rhesus 
macaques, a kind of monkey of the Macaca mulatta family. The trials 
took place on Reu Island. NTRI.COM.VN/VIET NAM NEWS
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A 
reCenT regional 
survey of online 
shopping behaviour 
shows interesting 

trends that can help private 
companies and even the gov-
ernment, specifically its tax-
collection agencies, plan 
strategies.

The buying habits not only 
of Filipinos, but practically 
also of everyone else across 
the globe, have been altered 
greatly by the Covid-19 pan-
demic. For Philippine com-
panies and entrepreneurs 
wanting to see what lies 
ahead and how digitalisation 
is shaping up, the findings of 
a regional survey conducted 
by the iPrice Group, a Kuala 
Lumpur-based company that 
operates a search website in 
seven countries across 
Southeast Asia and compares 
and catalogues more than 
500 million products, should 
prove insightful. 

The Philippine bureau of 
Internal revenue (bIr), for 
its part, can use the data to 
draw up its programme on 
how to effectively target 
online businesses that need 
to pay taxes.

From June to September 
this year, the bIr said it regis-
tered 7,262 web-based busi-
nesses. Last September 30 
was the deadline set by the 
bIr for all online sellers to 
register their businesses for 
taxation purposes.

The regional survey covered 
consumers in the Philippines, 
Indonesia, malaysia, vietnam, 
Thailand, and Singapore. 
Dubbed Map of E-Commerce 
report, it showed the Philip-
pines’ online economy fast 
catching up with its Southeast 
Asian neighbours. 

Forced to stay home during 
the survey period covering 
the second quarter of this 
year when the government 
imposed the most stringent 

lockdown in the region, Filipi-
nos, according to the survey, 
had the highest increase in 
the use of shopping apps, at 
53 per cent, in Southeast Asia. 
The Philippines also had the 
highest increase in spending, 
at 57 per cent, among the 
countries covered.

Another interesting finding 
is that fashion retail sites 
appear to be falling out of 
favour among consumers, 
while electronics sites (those 
selling mobile phones and 
audio and video gadgets) 
experienced a 59 per cent 
jump in web traffic. 

In the region, sports and 
outdoor products are the 
most ordered, growing by 34 
per cent during the second 
quarter.

The survey also showed an 
upsurge in the total sessions 
in shopping apps in the Phil-
ippines, reaching 4.9 billion 
from April to June this year. It 
had been expected that 
online businesses in coun-
tries that underwent strict 
physical distancing measures 
would experience growth in 
mobile app usage, but the 
Philippines’ growth was par-
ticularly noteworthy as it 
indicated that the country 
was catching up with its 
regional peers. 

before this, Filipino con-
sumers were known to patron-
ise brick-and-mortar stores as 
reflected in the big number of 
shopping malls in the country. 
However, digital adaptation 
was forced, and apparently 

sped up, by the strict lock-
down measures imposed by 
the government to contain the 
spread of Covid-19.

The only sad part in the 
findings is that multinational 
companies are gaining more 
web traffic while local compa-
nies lose out. In the Philip-
pines, these foreign selling 
platforms cornered 97 per 
cent of the market, leaving 
just three per cent to homeg-
rown sites. vietnam and Indo-
nesia are the only two coun-
tries in the survey where local 
companies have a bigger 
share in web traffic than the 
multinational companies they 
compete with for consumers. 

This can, however, be 
turned into an opportunity 
for homegrown Filipino talent 

to find creative ways to grab 
market share from the foreign 
websites. Local sellers just 
need to find more compelling 
ways, and offer more compel-
ling products, to pique the 
interest of local consumers.

The dreaded pandemic has 
inadvertently given the inter-
net economy in the Philip-
pines a big push. 

It is now up to the govern-
ment to lay a safe ground-
work for e-commerce, for tel-
ecommunication companies 
to provide fast, affordable, 
and reliable services, for 
online sellers to abide by the 
rules and regulations, and for 
consumers to exercise pru-
dence and awareness in 
transacting online. PHILIPPINE 

DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

JAPAn’S price maintenance policy 
that ignores demand trends could 
further accelerate “the move away 
from rice”. Isn’t it more important to 
strengthen the agricultural founda-
tion by increasing productivity?

According to the ministry of Agri-
culture, Forestry and Fisheries, the 
price of new rice at which rice ship-
pers sell to wholesalers dropped four 
per cent year-on-year in September, 
when new rice starts to become 
available. It is the first time in six 
years that these prices have fallen.

brand-name rice such as niigata’s 
general Koshihikari, which has the 
highest trading volume, and Hokkai-
do’s nanatsuboshi are also cheaper 
across the board.

In addition to the growing move 
away from rice among consumers, the 
Covid-19 pandemic has led to a slump 
in demand for commercial rice.

The government and the Japan Agri-
cultural Cooperatives, also known as 
JA, plan to curb the fall in prices in 
order to protect farmers, but in a mar-
ket economy, a certain amount of 
price fluctuation is unavoidable. 

Unreasonable support measures 
should be avoided if at all possible.

The production adjustment pro-
gramme with reduction of rice paddy 
acreage that began in the 1970s to 
maintain the price of rice was abol-
ished from 2018 production. Since 
then, the government has been 
announcing reasonable production 

levels for the staple of rice across the 
country, with the aim of stabilising 
supply and demand.

A reasonable volume for 2021 pro-
duction is projected to be about 6.9 
million tonnes, about 400,000 tonnes 
less than this year’s production. The 
ministry is said to encourage farmers 
to curb their production based on 
this information.

The JA Group plans to store 200,000 
tonnes of rice from 2020 production 
and postpone sales until next fall or 
later to prevent prices from falling. 
The storage costs will be subsidised 
by the government.

meanwhile, consumption of rice has 
been decreasing by about 100,000 
tonnes annually in recent years, and 

the consumption of 2019 production 
rice dropped by 220,000 tonnes com-
pared to the previous year. In addition 
to the diversification of dietary habits, 
the tendency to limit the consump-
tion of rice, which is high in carbohy-
drates, is also thought to be a factor.

If the price remains high amid 
declining demand, consumption 
could further decline.

As a measure to maintain the price, 
there is a system to support farmers in 
shifting from the production of rice as 
a staple to producing rice for feed, and 
there are calls to expand the subsidies.

However, only increasing the number 
of farmers who rely on subsidies will 
not revitalise agriculture. It is important 
to come up with creative ways to stim-
ulate demand and measures to encour-
age efficient management.

There is a strong need for inexpen-
sive commercial rice at restaurants and 
convenience stores. There are agricul-
tural organisations that have stabilised 
their operations by concluding long-
term contracts with food service com-
panies through their sales efforts.

Profitable agriculture should be 
established, even at low prices, by 
increasing productivity through 
large-scale farming and the use of 
advanced technology.

exports to Asia, including Hong 
Kong and Singapore, are growing. If 
price competitiveness is increased, 
exports of high-quality branded rice 
can be expected to expand. THE YOMIURI 

SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

opinion
Editorial

Surging online economy

Up rice productivity to boost agricultural base

It is now up to the government to lay a safe groundwork for e-commerce, for telecommunication companies to provide fast, affordable, and reliable 
services, for online sellers to abide by the rules and regulations, and for consumers to exercise prudence and awareness in transacting online. PIXABAY

Profitable agriculture should be 
set up by increasing productivity 
through large-scale farming and 
the use of advanced technology
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The fearless gardeners saving Angkor Wat

bad romance: Lady Gaga in Twitter feud with Trump staff

S
TACKInG a ladder 
against the towering 
spires of Cambodia’s 
archaeological marvel 

Angkor Wat, Chhoeurm Try gin-
gerly scales the temple’s exteri-
or to hack away foliage before it 
damages the ancient facade.

The 50-year-old is part of a 
crack team of gardeners en-
suring the Kingdom’s most 
valued heritage site is not 
strangled by overgrown tree 
saplings sprouting from the 
sandstone’s cracks. 

For two decades, Chhoeurm 
Try has made the treacherous 
climbs barefoot up to Angkor 
Wat’s central tower, which 
rises 65m high above the ar-
chaeological complex in the 
northern town of Siem reap. 

“If we make a mistake, we 
will not survive,” he tells AFP 
after returning to the ground. 

but he soldiers on, aware 
that the fight to hack away 
tough roots is an ongoing 
battle against nature. 

“When the sapling trees 
grow bigger, their roots go 
deep and cause the stones to 
fall apart,” he says. 

Preserving the dozens of 
temples at Angkor Archaeo-
logical Park is a delicate year-
round job taken on by the 30-
member team.

The world heritage site con-
tains monuments dating from 
the 9th to 15th century, and 
was Cambodia’s most popu-
lar tourist destination before 
the coronavirus pandemic 
seized up global travel. 

“We love and want to pre-
serve the temples,” Chhoe-
urm Try says. “If we don’t 
preserve them . . . the younger 
generation would not get a 
chance to see them.”

No safety gear
With just blue hard hats as 

their only safety precaution, 
the gardening team are used to 
performing their duties under 
the gaze of visiting tourists. 

“When local and interna-
tional tourists see us climb up 
the temples, it seems scary to 
them and they think there is a 
lack of technique,” says team 
leader ngin Thy. 

but using ropes or climbing 
gear is out of the question, as 
it could damage the fragile 
stone work, while scaffold-
ing would take weeks to build 
and pull down. 

“It could cause problems 
for them instead,” ngin Thy 
tells AFP. “It is safer for them 
to just carry a pair of scissors 
and go straight for the sapling 
trees.”

There are also tight sec-
tions in certain temples that 
require workers to crawl 
through, navigating their way 
around jutting sculptures as 
they attempt not to unneces-
sarily come into contact with 
the friezes. 

“At temples with brick work, 
the job is even more difficult,” 
Chhoeurm Try says, recount-
ing a near miss a few years 
ago when a brick fell on his 
head and cracked his helmet 
into two. 

A handful of local tourists 
and buddhist monks gaze up 
in awe admiring the garden-
ers’ teamwork.

“They are so brave,” tour-
ist roth veasna says, holding 
his breath while watching a 
worker scale a ladder as his 
colleagues grip it tightly.

Untamed once, manicured now
Leaving the temples unman-

icured could bring back the 
vision French naturalist and 
explorer Henri mouhot had 
encountered in the 1860s when 
he chanced upon the site. 

It had been abandoned for 
centuries, its ancient stone-
work and carvings hidden 
under jungle growth. 

“It is grander than any-
thing left to us by Greece or 

rome,” mouhot wrote in his 
travel journals, which helped 
popularise it with the West as 
an important archaeological 
site.

Today the officials of Apsara 
national Authority – a govern-
ment body managing the park 
– say they are searching for a 
liquid substance to eliminate 
root growth, so as to lessen the 
risks to the gardeners. 

but “we need to experiment 
first because we are worried 
that it could also damage the 
stones when we pour it onto 
the roots”, says deputy direc-
tor Kim Sothin. 

“If we could use it, it will re-
duce their burden.”

Until then, it is up to the 
nimble-footed gardeners to 
maintain the grandeur of 
Angkor Wat. 

“other people don’t want to 
do this job because it is risky,” 
says oeurm Amatak, a 21-
year-old who joined the team 
a year ago.

As an apprentice, he does 
not yet dare to climb all the 
temples and his skillset is de-
veloping under the mentor-
ship of his more experienced 
colleagues. 

“You really have to love it, 
it’s not for everyone,” he says. 
afp

mUSIC superstar Lady Gaga got into 
an unlikely Twitter feud on Sunday 
with President Donald Trump’s re-
election campaign after they ac-
cused her of being anti-fracking.

Democratic challenger Joe biden 
announced that Gaga would appear 
with him on monday evening at a 
drive-in rally in Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania, a state crucial to clinching 
victory on november 3.

Trump’s team responded imme-
diately, slamming the joint appear-
ance.

“nothing exposes Joe biden’s dis-
dain for the forgotten working men 
and women of Pennsylvania like 
campaigning with anti-fracking ac-

tivist Lady Gaga,” campaign com-
munications director Tim murtaugh 
said in a statement posted to Twitter.

“This desperate effort to drum up 
enthusiasm for his lackluster candi-
dacy is actually a sharp stick in the 
eye for 600,000 Pennsylvanians who 
work in the fracking industry,” mur-
taugh said, adding that biden has 
“repeatedly promised left-wing ac-
tivists” he will end fracking should 
he take office.

Fracking – gas and oil extraction 
from deep underground rock using 
an injection of water and chemicals 
– boomed in the mid-2000s thanks 
to new technology.

by 2014, it made the US the world’s 

biggest oil and gas producer. 
but its costs are high: the drilling 

triggers earthquakes, while research 
links its air emissions and water con-
tamination to myriad health prob-
lems. It also contributes to global 
warming when methane leaks out 
from drilling wells and becomes a 
highly potent greenhouse gas.

biden favours prohibiting new 
fracking on public lands and tran-
sitioning the country to renewables, 
but has said he would not eliminate 
fracking entirely.

Lady Gaga clapped back at mur-
taugh, tweeting: “HeY TIm HeY @
realDonaldTrump So HAPPY Im 
GLAD To be LIvInG renT Free in 

your HeAD. #bidenHarris.”
The oscar-winner attached an im-

age of murtaugh’s statement, deco-
rated with animated stickers that 
said “LoL” and “vote biden”, as well 
as the message: “Heeeey Donald . . . 
#WInnInG (also, what is a frack-
ing?) keep your jobs PA . . . We [heart 
emoji] You.”

murtaugh thanked Gaga for shar-
ing the statement with her 82 mil-
lion followers, saying he hoped “lots 
of folks in PA see this”.

“next time @ me,” he added, refer-
ring to Twitter’s method of tagging 
people in posts.

but there was only love for Gaga 
in the rest of the comments, where 

fans jokingly urged her to “enD 
HIm” and “GeT HIm QUeen”.

murtaugh doubled down shortly 
after, tweeting: “now that we have 
your attention, Google ‘Lady Gaga 
fracking’.”

but many remained unbothered, 
with one Twitter user joking: “Yes, 
the first thing I think of when I think 
of Gaga is her views on fracking.”

“That’s Grammy award winning, 
anti-fracking activist Lady Gaga to 
you,” another person wrote.

biden currently leads Trump by 
an average of 4.3 percentage points 
in Pennsylvania, according to real-
ClearPolitics, two days before the 
election. afp

Angkor Wat, Cambodia’s tri-towered masterpiece, is under constant threat by jungle overgrowth. afp The gardeners have to be brave – there are no safety nets or ropes supporting them. afp

The fragile nature of the temples makes them unfit for climbing ropes or 
scaffolding. Instead, the 30-member team climbs barefoot with ladders. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Sites of abs and pecs
  5 Italian bills
 10 Big wine container
 14 Vet text
 15 Like the game, to Holmes
 16 Ubiquitous plant
 17 When your alarm might ring next
 20 Hockey venue
 21 They cause stiff arms?
 22 Poetic “black”
 25 Engine with 8-Down
 26 Room  furnishing
 29 Born’s partner
 31 Required
 35 Country lodge
 36 Esau’s dad
 38 Arid
 39 Thoroughly
 43 Kind of bean
 44 Font flourish
 45 Tokyo, once
 46 Casts out from the body
 49 One kind of starter
 50 Johnny in gray
 51 Color lightly

 53 Svelte
 55 Vientiane resident
 58 Musical bridge
 62 Anonymous trio
 65 Cookie brand
 66 Wrote bad checks
 67 Scent detector
 68 Quaker leader William
 69 Condescending one
 70 “Jabberwocky” opener
DOWN
  1 Videotape format, once
  2 Olfactory trigger
  3 Coin smaller than a penny
  4 Thing in a sling
  5 Anvil setting
  6 E.T.’s craft
  7 Handles the oars
  8 Get-up-and-go
  9 Swiped
 10 Most shrewd 
 11 Got off a horse
 12 Mama’s boys
 13 Brewery unit
 18 Potter’s Peter
 19 Hoarfrost

 23 Approximately
 24 Tide types
 26 Hunter’s weapon
 27 Strip of gear
 28 Lawn dwarf
 30 Calendar features
 32 Block
 33 Destroy bit by bit
 34 Disband
 37 Apple centers
 40 Prehistoric mammal
 41 Al’s boss, once
 42 Aloof
 47 A marmoset
 48 Small incisions
 52 “___ Care of Business” (1974 hit)
 54 Stood for
 55 Handed-down tales
 56 Call from the pews
 57 Western alliance
 59 Swell
 60 Bear, to a skygazer
 61 Head set
 62 Mountain part
 63 “The Matrix” character
 64 Banned insecticide

“WHO IS THIS GUY?” 

Thursday’s solution

Thursday’s solution

Sean Connery, who passed away on Sunday, had been married to Micheline Roquebrune (right) for 45 years. AFP

Sean Connery’s widow 
reveals the late actor’s 
struggle with dementia
I

ConIC Scottish actor Sean 
Connery, who has died at 
the age of 90, suffered from 
dementia in his final years, 

his widow micheline roque-
brune revealed on Sunday.

Connery, famous for playing 
the original on-screen James 
bond, passed away at his home 
in the bahamas, prompting an 
outpouring of tributes.

He died peacefully in his 
sleep surrounded by fam-
ily members, his widow mi-
cheline roquebrune told the 
Mail on Sunday.

“I was with him all the time 
and he just slipped away,” the 
91-year-old told the newspaper.

“He had dementia and it 
took its toll on him. He got his 
final wish to slip away with-
out any fuss.

“It was no life for him. He 
was not able to express him-
self latterly.”

Connery will be honoured in a 
private funeral ceremony, with a 
memorial event to be held later, 
according to a publicist. 

The actor, who was knighted 
in 2000, won numerous awards 
during his decades-spanning 
career encompassing an array 
of big-screen hits, including 
an oscar, three Golden Globes 
and two bafta awards.

but it was his smooth, Scot-
tish-accented portrayal of the 
suave licensed-to-kill spy 007 
that earned him lasting world-
wide fame and adoration.

The first actor to utter the 
unforgettable “bond, James 
bond”, Connery made six 

official films as novelist Ian 
Fleming’s creation, giving 
what many still consider to be 
the definitive portrayal.

Former 007 actor Pierce 
brosnan joined the flood of 
weekend tributes to the Scot-
tish actor, who he said “led the 
way for us all who followed in 
your iconic foot steps”.

“You were my greatest 
James bond as a boy, and as 
a man who became James 
bond himself, you cast a long 
shadow of cinematic splen-
dour that will live on forever,” 
brosnan added.

meanwhile US President 
Donald Trump, like Connery 
a golf fanatic, took to Twitter 
to praise the big-screen star 

after he passed “on to even 
greener fairways”.

“He was quite a guy, and 
a tough character,” Trump 
added, claiming Connery 
had once helped one of his 
Scottish developments win 
approval by saying “let him 
build the damn thing”.

“He was so highly regarded 
& respected in Scotland and 
beyond that years of future 
turmoil was avoided.”
 
‘Model of a man’

Connery, born in edinburgh 
in 1930, married French artist 
roquebrune in 1974, a year 
after he divorced first wife Di-
ane Cilento.

The couple first met in mo-
rocco in 1970. They had lived 
outside his native britain for 
decades, previously owning 
a home in the Spanish resort 
of marbella and then in the 
bahamas.

In one of the last photographs 
said to have been taken of the 
007 legend, and published by 
the Mail on Sunday, Connery 
can be seen clasping the hand 
of a smiling roquebrune.

The picture was taken on 
the pair’s 45th wedding anni-
versary on may 6, according 
to the paper.

“He was gorgeous and we 
had a wonderful life together,” 
the Tunisian-born widow said.

“He was a model of a man. It 
is going to be very hard without 
him, I know that. but it could 
not last for ever and he went 
peacefully.” AFP

Connery’s legendary portrayal of 
James Bond won him international 
acclaim and many consider him the 
best actor to ever play the role. AFP



Popular homegrown chain Brown Coffee last Wednesday joined the Post Flood Relief Campaign 
to assist affected families. Three branches – Brown Roastery BKK (St 57, corner St 294), Brown 
Riverside (Sisowath Quay) and Brown Roastery Parkmall (National Road 1, opposite Borey Peng 
Huot) are participating in the campaign.

Compassion brewing at Brown Coffee
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The Olympia Mall shopping complex extended its support last Wednesday for the Post Flood Re-
lief Campaign. Its general manager Wang Ya Chi (third left) and head of property management divi-
sion Leng Monineath (first left) received a donation box from The Post’s finance director Heang Tang 
Meng (second right).

Olympia Mall first shopping complex to join the campaign
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Four of Almond Hospitality Group’s outlets – Uy Kuyteav Restaurant Kampuchea Krom, Kroeung 
Garden Restaurant, The Almond Hotel Sothearos and The Almond Hotel Bassac River – are 
participating in the Post Flood Relief Campaign. Staff from the outlets received donation boxes from 
The Phnom Penh Post’s commercial manager Chap Narith last Wednesday.

Almond help with flood relief 
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Twenty-four young sailors received their certificates at Knai Bang Chatt in Kep on October 24 after completing the Technical Course 
for Racing Committee. Vice-governor of Kep province Ol Phearun presided over the presentation ceremony, with Nguon Chansocheta, the 
director of the Kep Department of Education, Youth and Sport, and Tuy Bunhoeun from the Department of Sport at the Ministry of Education, 
Youth and Sport in attendance. Som Sothrithypong, the secretary-general of the Cambodian Sailing Federation (CSF) and Knai Bang Chatt 
owner Jef Moons also took part. After receiving their certificates, the sailors – 20 from the CSF, two from Knai Bang Chatt and two from the 
Dara Sakor Sailing Club in Koh Kong province – took to the waves with members of the public in an open sailing session.

Sailors make splash at Knai Bang Chatt 

The TwoBirds Craft Brewery was packed to the rafters on 
Saturday, October 17 as the events space marked “October Feast” 
with music, food and fun. Opened and closed by Ginnel Guest DJs, 
there were also chilled house beats from DJ Marie Thach, live 
music from guest band Alli G and traditional German beer games. 
The “feast” part of the was particularly apt, with a pig on a spit, a 
German barbecue, Khmer and Malaysian food, burgers and snacks 
– with even crickets on offer – and of course plenty of premium 
German craft beer.
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October Feast @ TwoBirds
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ronaldo returns to the pitch with a deuce
C

rISTIAno ronaldo came 
off the bench to score a 
brace on his return from 
coronavirus as Juventus 

got back to winning ways in Serie A 
with a 4-1 victory against promoted 
Spezia on Sunday.

The champions ended a run of three 
consecutive draws to move third in 
Serie A, four points behind leaders AC 
milan, who beat Udinese 2-1 earlier 
in the day thanks to a spectacular late 
winner from Zlatan Ibrahimovic.

Sassuolo overtook Juventus to 
reclaim second spot, two points 
behind milan, after a 2-0 win over 
napoli, their first ever success at the 
Stadio San Paolo.

ronaldo replaced Paulo Dybala in 
the 56th minute in Cesena with the 
match level after Tommaso Pobega 
had cancelled out Alvaro morata’s 
opener for Juventus.

but the Portuguese striker put Juve 
in front just three minutes later.

Adrien rabiot grabbed a third on 
68 minutes, with ronaldo scoring a 
second from the penalty spot with 
15 minutes to go for his fifth goal in 
three league games this season.

“Cristiano is back. This is the im-
portant thing,” said ronaldo, who 
had been furious at missing Juventus’ 
Champions League 2-0 defeat in mid-
week by Lionel messi’s barcelona.

“I was stopped for a long time even 
though I had no symptoms and felt 
good. Today I got back to doing what 
I like, playing football.”

ronaldo had been Covid-positive 
for 19 days after a test while on na-
tional duty with Portugal, missing 
four games. 

The nine-time defending cham-
pions had won their opener against 

Sampdoria in September, their only 
league victory on the pitch, before 
three draws.

between those matches they were 
awarded a 3-0 victory after napoli 
refused to travel to Turin on october 
4 because of coronavirus cases.

before ronaldo took to the pitch, 
Juventus had laboured against top-
flight newcomers Spezia.

morata netted after quarter of an 
hour from Weston mcKennie’s cross, 

but after seeing three goals disallowed 
for offside against barca, he had anoth-
er one ruled out nine minutes later.

but Pobega’s deflected shot past 
Gianluigi buffon pulled Spezia level 
after half an hour.

ronaldo ran onto morata’s through 
ball before rounding the goalkeeper and 
tapping home to put Juve back in front.

rabiot also came off the bench to 
score, with a foul on Federico Chiesa 
giving ronaldo his chance for a sec-

ond goal on 75 minutes.
“In the second half we were well 

placed on the pitch with the desire 
to win and ronaldo gave us a hand,” 
said coach Andrea Pirlo. 

AC milan extended their unbeaten 
streak as Ibrahimovic scored an ac-
robatic late winner to seal a win over 
lowly Udinese.

The 39-year-old has scored seven 
goals in four league games having 
missed the other two after contract-

ing Covid-19.
“mine was a beautiful goal but the 

victory of the team counts more,” 
said Ibrahimovic.

The Swedish star set up Franck 
Kessie for the opener after 18 min-
utes before rodrigo de Paul pulled 
Udinese level three minutes after 
the break from the penalty spot, 
beating milan goalkeeper Gian-
luigi Donnarumma on his return 
from coronavirus.

but Ibrahimovic snatched the 
three points seven minutes from 
time, with a stunning bicycle kick 
past goalkeeper Juan musso.

Ibrahimovic has now scored in six 
consecutive Serie A games, to match a 
record he achieved with milan in 2012.

In naples, a manuel Locatelli penal-
ty just before the hour mark and a late 
maxime Lopez goal gave Sassuolo a 
first win over napoli in five years.

“We could have done more. We were 
lacklustre and frantic,” said coach 
Gennaro Gattuso as fifth-placed na-
poli missed the chance to move into-
second.

roma are seventh after a 2-0 win 
at home against Fiorentina with 
Leonardo Spinazzola and Pedro ro-
driguez scoring in either half.

City rivals Lazio fought back to 
beat struggling Torino 4-3 despite 
trailing four minutes into injury 
time in Turin.

Lazio were 3-2 down before Ciro 
Immobile, returning from a Covid 
scare, converted a penalty, with 
Felipe Caicedo tapping in the win-
ner three minutes later to floor To-
rino who sit second bottom and are 
without a win this season.

Sampdoria and Genoa settled for a 
point in a 1-1 derby stalemate. afp

england put WC behind them with Six nations win
enGLAnD may have con-
signed some of the “trauma” of 
last year’s World Cup final 
defeat to the history books by 
winning the 2020 Six nations, 
but France could have the 
greatest cause for optimism 
after the end of a coronavirus-
hit Championship.

Almost a year to the day 
since england lost to South 
Africa in the World Cup final, 
a 34-5 win away to Italy in 
rome saw them take the Six 
nations title from France on 
points difference, despite Les 
bleus’ 35-27 defeat of Ireland 
later on Saturday.

back in February, before 
Covid-19 became an all-too 
familiar phrase and europe’s 
major rugby union venues had 
not started to resemble train-
ing grounds in the absence of 
spectators, england opened 
the tournament with a 24-17 
loss to France in Paris before 
finding their form again.

“Losing a World Cup final 
can be quite traumatic and it 
puts a dent in you and it leaves 
a scar that you carry around 
for the rest of your life,” said 
Jones, who should know given 
he was also the coach of his 
native Australia when they 
were defeated by england in 
the 2003 showpiece match.

england’s game remains 
based on their familiar pack 
strength, with maro Itoje and 
Tom Curry leading the way 
ahead of the upcoming Autumn 
nations Cup that replaces tra-
ditional tours by the southern 
hemisphere giants. 

“We are endeavouring to 
play england rugby, which is 
about set-piece and defence,” 
said Jones. “Then we are look-
ing to add to that.”

Maturing France 
France were on course for a 

Grand Slam until prop 
mohamed Haouas was sent off 
in an eventual defeat by Scot-
land in march.

Yet again France paid heav-
ily for individual indiscipline, 
as they had when Sebastien 
vahaamahina was shown a red 
card during a World Cup quar-
ter-final defeat by Wales.

but a now dynamic as well as 
physical pack laid the founda-
tions for a backline orchestrated 
by the youthful Toulouse half-
back pair of Antoine Dupont 
and romain ntamack to score 
a succession of stunning tries. 

“They, like the team, matured 
a lot during this competition 
with what they’ve experi-
enced,” said Fabien Galthie, 
who took over as France coach 

after the World Cup.
France have never won the 

World Cup but on this form 
they should be major contend-
ers when they stage the 2023 
edition.

Scotland, with three succes-
sive wins culminating with Sat-
urday’s 14-10 victory against 
Wales in Llanelli – their first win 
on Welsh soil for 18 years – also 
made significant strides.

Importantly, the Scots, with 
Hamish Watson and Jamie 
ritchie prominent, now have 
a pack to complement their 
lively backs.

“You get confidence from 
games like that; it’s character 
building when you’re away 
from home,” said Scotland 
coach Gregor Townsend. 

Ireland were in title conten-
tion until the end, but defeats 
by both england and France, 
led to questions about their 
strength in depth.

reigning Grand Slam cham-
pions Wales, however, were dire. 
They lost four and won just one 
of five matches in their worst Six 
nations display since 2007.

Wales coach Wayne Pivac, 
who succeeded fellow new Zea-
lander Warren Gatland after the 
World Cup, has seen his attempts 
to introduce a new style found-
er on a lack of breakdown 

strength, while a once mean 
defence under Shaun edwards, 
now a member of France’s back-
room staff, have conceded 16 
tries in five matches.

“The breakdown killed us,” 
said Pivac after the Scotland 
match. “Certainly, at the moment, 
we are not playing consistently 
well over the 80 minutes.”

For winless Italy it was an all-

too familiar story as they fin-
ished bottom of the table for 
the 15th time. nevertheless, 
Jones saw signs of Italy progress 
under South African coach 
Franco Smith.

“every year it’s a tough, com-
petitive competition,” said 
Jones. “You have Ireland and 
Wales consistently in the top 
five in the world. 

“We’ve been there or therea-
bouts and now France are 
bouncing back from a bottom 
10 side to a top five side. So 
what does that give you? A 
pretty strong competition. 

“Scotland are improving and 
Italy are definitely going to get 
better. They have some good 
young players coming 
through.” afp

Cristiano Ronaldo left Covid-19 quarantine and scored two goals to get his Juventus team back on a winning track in Serie A. afp

England flanker Tom Curry scores a try as his team beat Italy to secure a Six Nations title and forget about a 
brutal loss to South Africa in the Rugby World Cup. afp
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