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Niem Chheng

M
INISTER of Foreign Affairs 
and International Coop-
eration Prak Sokhonn said 
Cambodia’s foreign policy 

is firmly underpinned by a strong spir-
it of multilateralism which he said is key 
to addressing global challenges the 
world faces today.

Sokhonn was speaking at a high-
level symposium entitled “The Future 

We Want, the Role of Multilateralism 
in a post-Covid World”,  which was co-
organised by the National Institute of 
Diplomacy and International Relations 
and the UN in Cambodia.

“Cambodia recognises the central 
role of multilateralism in addressing 
the complex global challenges we face 
today. Our challenges are interconnect-
ed and can only be addressed through 
reinvigorated multilateralism,” he said, 
referencing Prime Minister Hun Sen’s 

statement made during a high-level 
meeting to commemorate the 75th UN 
anniversary in September.

Hun Sen had committed to hosting 
the Asia Europe Summit (ASEM13) and 
wanted support for Cambodia’s com-
mitment to advanced multilateralism 
in concrete ways, Sokhonn said.

The minister said if multilateralism was 
functioning at its best, the world would 
also be able to pool its resources together 
to deal with the Covid-19 pandemic.

“But that is not the case, and we all 
know that. Intense geopolitical rival-
ries, bordering the new Cold War, have 
hampered efforts to tackle the spread 
of the virus and further aggravated 
world economies,” he said.

Sokhonn added that multilateralism 
was also needed to assist people affected 
by climate change-related phenomena.

“We have all seen the devastating  

Gov’t: Multilateralism 
key to combating crises

ContinueD – page 2

Covid shrinks 
foreign direct 
investment by 
40%, UN says
THE Covid-19 crisis is expected to 
drag foreign direct investment 
(FDI) down by up to 40 per cent 
this year, with a recovery not 
expected until 2022, UN econo-
mists said on Tuesday.

A report by the UN Conference 
on Trade, Investment and Devel-
opment (UNCTAD) found that 
lockdowns and the prospect of a 
deep global recession had dra-
matically shrunk FDI, which is a 
measure of cross-border private 
sector investment.

The agency said that worldwide, 
FDI was 49 per cent lower during 
the first half of 2020 than during 
the same period in 2019 – and that 
every major form of foreign invest-
ment took a hit, ranging from 
infrastructure funding to mergers 
and acquisitions.

“The decline was quite drastic,” 
James Zhan, UNCTAD’s invest-
ment and enterprise chief, told a 
virtual press conference.

The rate of decline is expected to 
slow in the second half of 2020, 
resulting in a drop of 30 to 40 per cent 
over the whole year, with FDI expect-
ed to retract much more moderately 
in 2021 before recovering in 2022.

“The outlook remains highly 
uncertain, depending on the dura-
tion of the health crisis and on the 
effectiveness of policy interventions 
to mitigate the economic effects of 
the pandemic,” Zhan said.

“Geopolitical risks also continue 
to add to the uncertainty.”

In the first half of this year, devel-
oped economies saw the biggest 

lifesavers
the WWf-Cambodia takes a group of youths to the dolphin sanctuary along the Mekong River in Kratie province to learn 
about at-risk irrawaddy dolphins and the conservation approaches to keep the population going. WWF-CAMBODIA

French woman Covid-19 positive
Mom Kunthear

CAMBODIA recorded anoth-
er Covid-19 case on October 
27, raising the total number 
of patients being hospital-
ised to five. 

In a press release, the Min-
istry of Health said a 23-year-
old French woman who had 
flown from France to Cambo-
dia via Singapore on October 

23 had contracted the virus. 
“This individual tested 

positive for Covid-19 by the 
Institut Pasteur du Cam-
bodge. At present, the 
patient is being treated at 
the Khmer Soviet-Friend-
ship Hospital,” it said. 

There were 107 passengers 
on board travelling alongside 
the French patient. They are 
being kept in quarantine for 14 

days at separate places. Nine-
teen passengers were quaran-
tined at Hun Sen Borey 100 
Khnong High School, while 
the other 88 are at three sepa-
rate hotels in Phnom Penh. 

As of October 27, Cambo-
dia has recorded 288 total 
Covid-19 cases, 59 females 
and 229 males. Of the 
number, 283 have been dis-
charged from hospitals while 

the other five are being treat-
ed at the Khmer-Soviet 
Friendship Hospital.

The ministry reminded 
people to protect themselves 
against Covid-19 infections 
during the forthcoming 
Water Festival. Even though 
the festival will not be cele-
brated in Phnom Penh, the 
government allows it in the 
provinces. ContinueD – page 7
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impacts torrential rains and floods have 
caused for cambodians throughout 
the country these last weeks. climate 
change is real and as deadly as covid-19. 
No country on its own can tackle the cli-
mate change issue. 

“only through strong and effective 
multilateralism can we overcome these 
natural calamities,” he said.

the Kingdom is engaged in the UN 
multilateral peacekeeping framework. 
It has sent 7,123 peacekeepers to nine 
war-torn countries since 2006. Among 
them, 419 were women peacekeepers 
who served as medical and security 

personnel, civil engineers and mine 
clearance experts, according to Sok-
honn.

“cambodia is ranked number 17 out 
of 120 countries that dispatch women 
to UN Peacekeeping operations (PKo). 
Among ASeAN member states, cambo-
dia is presently ranked second in women 
participation,” he said.

Ministry of Health spokeswoman or 
Vandine said at the symposium that 
multilateralism had helped support 
cambodia in its fight against covid-19. 

Since the pandemic started, she said 
cambodia has deployed 3,000 rapid re-
sponse teams across the country. 

cambodia, she added, had seen three 

successes in dealing with the disease. It 
rescued the passengers of the MS Wester-
dam cruise ship in February, handled the 
return of more than 100,000 cambodian 
migrants from abroad, and continued to 
exercise measures restricting travel.

“If we want to achieve more positive 
health outcomes to address the covid-
19 pandemic and other future shocks, 
we have to work together across sectors 
– public and private, national and inter-
national,” she said.

UN resident coordination in cambo-
dia Pauline tamesis agreed that people 
want to see more cooperation between 
countries to work together in the future 
and address the issues they care about.

call for multilateralism as calamities pile up  

Soth Koemsoeun 
and Khouth Sophak Chakrya

ALtHoUGH floodwaters 
have receded to normal lev-
els, drowning deaths are still 
increasing noticeably, ac-
cording to a report released 
on october 26 by the National 
committee for Disaster Man-
agement (NcDM). 

Floods have so far resulted 
in 43 drownings. banteay 
Meanchey province has the 
highest toll at 26 including 
eight children, followed by 
Pursat and Kampong thom 
with each reporting six deaths.  

banteay Meanchey Provin-
cial Hall spokesman Ly Sary 
told The Post on tuesday that 
most of the drownings were 
attributed to individual and 
parent carelessness. 

An exception is a father in 
banteay Meanchey’s thma 
Puok district and a village guard 
in Poipet town. the former died 
while trying to rescue his son 
while the latter died trying to 
save the lives of other people.

“According to the families, 
carelessness, such as kids play-
ing in the water without par-
ents nearby, is to blame. Some 
people went fishing or tried to 
harvest water lily while under 
the influence of alcohol in areas 
that were flooding,” Sary said. 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister 
Hun Sen has instructed four 
ministries to assign officials 
to immediately assess flood 
damage in the country and 
submit plans for repair and 
reconstruction.

the ministries of Public 
Works and transport; Water 
resources and Meteorology; 
rural Development; and Agri-
culture, Forestry and Fisheries 
are required to assess the dam-
age with officials from the Min-
istry of economy and Finance.

“Some roads, bridges and 
canals were broken, so do not 
wait for reports from provin-
cial departments. Do not wait 
for the agriculture, rural De-
velopment, water resources, 
or public works departments 

to assess the damages.
“each ministry has a lot of 

secretaries of states and un-
dersecretaries of state. Work 
with the local authorities. Do 
not delay. When the water 
recedes, start repairing and 
restoring immediately,” Hun 
Sen said.

Public works ministry 
spokesman Wasim Sorya said 
on october 26 that officials 
have begun assessing flood 
damage since the beginning of 
last week and would continue 
the work once the water dries 
up. this year’s floods have se-
verely damaged major roads 
and disrupted travel and the 
transport of many goods.

“We have found 400km of 
damaged roads,” Sorya said.

Institute for road Safety di-
rector Kong ratanak said while 
he supported the prime minis-
ter’s recommendation that the 
ministers expedite this work, 
he urged that quality and tech-
nology be taken into account.

“He [Hun Sen] wants things 
done fast, but as technicians we 
must follow our techniques to 
ensure long-term sustainability. 
It’s not just getting your hands 
clean and looking nice for three 
or four months,” he said.

In an october 25 press re-
lease, the water resources 
ministry said an 18th ty-
phoon will land in cambodia 
on october 28 to 29. typhoon 
Molave is expected to hit the 
provinces in the region of the 
Dangrek Mountain range and 
the northeastern plateau, in-
cluding ratanakkiri, Stung 
treng, Preah Vihear and od-
dar Meanchey provinces. the 
typhoon may bring heavy 
rainfall and strong winds. 

More rainfall is also expect-
ed in the lowland provinces, 
including Kampong thom, 
Siem reap, banteay Meanchey, 
Pailin and battambang.

According to the NcDM re-
port, 20 provinces have been 
affected by floods. In those 
areas, 136,442 families were 
impacted 47,352 people were 
evacuated.

Drowning deaths up, 
ministries ordered to 
assess flood damage

committees join forces to 
fight drug use, AIDS spread
Long Kimmarita

t
He Ministry of Inte-
rior declared the offi-
cial start of operations 
of two committees 

on october 27 – an anti-drug 
committee and a committee 
focused on assisting those 
with HIV, AIDS, or sexually 
transmitted infections (StIs).

the anti-drug committee 
was established in August 
last year and the HIV/AIDS 
committee was established in 
2001, but neither committee 
has been active.

Ministry secretary of state Kao 
Khon Dara said the commit-
tees were not made official un-
til october 27. He said the two 
committees would cooperate to 
complete their work together.

“the lateness of the official 
declaration of these two com-
mittees was due to covid-19 
and other problems,”’ he said. 

Khon Dara said the com-
mittees will take part in elimi-
nating problems caused by 
drug use and AIDS.

“these two committees will 
prepare a plan to provide vo-
cational training about issues 
related to drugs, AIDS and 
StIs to teachers and member-
ship organisations in Phnom 
Penh and the provinces. 

“the committee will also 
contact membership organi-
sations to request reports each 
month, semester and year to 
calculate results for the inte-
rior ministry,” he said. 

Nak Yuthea, chairman of 
the secretariat of the anti-
drug committee, said the two 
committees have mutual goal 
of educating communities 

about drug use and AIDS. the 
main focus is on rehabilitat-
ing victims suffering from 
drug use or AIDS. 

He said the two committees 
would be largely the same, 
except where law enforce-
ment is concerned.

Meas Sovann, the president 
of the Drug Addict relief Asso-
ciation of cambodia (DArAc), 

said it was good that the two 
committees unified in the fight 
against drug use and AIDS. 

“It is a good thing as now we 
are confronting covid-19. Us-
ing prevention measures is a 
good thing because we have 
to be careful about getting 
infected with other diseases 
such as AIDS. they are all 
brutal,” he said.

Interior ministry secretary of state Kao Khon Dara said the committees will cooperate. hean rangsey

RCAF Deputy Commander Hun Manet (centre) and National Military Police commander 
Sao Sokha (right) in Kampong Chhnang province on Monday. fresh news

New training centre to bolster Kingdom’s defence sector
Voun Dara

A PHNoM chumreay International 
Military Police training centre being 
built on 5,000ha in Kampong chhnang 
province’s Samaki Meanchey district 
is as an important component in 
strengthening the Kingdom’s national 
defence sector, senior officials said. 

Deputy commander of the royal 
cambodian Armed Forces (rcAF) and 
commander of the National Military 
Police Sao Sokha, rcAF deputy com-
mander-in-chief and commander of 
the army’s infantry Hun Manet, and 
Ministry of economy and Finance sec-
retary of state Vongsey Vissoth touted 
the centre during a visit on Monday.

“the importance of this training 
centre is to contribute to strengthen-
ing the national defence sector and 
army capacities. When we speak 
about strengthening army capacities, 
we have to speak about training and 
that depends largely on the training 
site,” Manet said.

the multi-functional training cen-
tre can be used not only for national 
and international sporting competi-
tion, but also for rcAF training. It is 
expected to be used by Military Police 
personnel, infantry units, as well as 
navy and air force personnel.

“[this centre] has advantages. the 
first is to pool resources in building a 
standard training centre that we can use. 
the other is to pool basic resources for 
training including trainers, infrastruc-
ture and accessories. We don’t have as 
many of these items as a major power.

“the installation of equipment is an 
important task for training our armies 
to succeed more effectively,” he said.

Sokha thanked people for their con-
tributions to building the centre on the 
site that was formerly forest land. 

“the Military Police are proud. the 
importance of building the training 
centre is part of a long-term strategy 
for cambodia,” he said.

Vissoth said the training site is sat-
isfactory and effective. construction, 

he added, was carried out according 
to plan with high-quality standards.

“this location will serve as a large 
training site to help our troops 
improve quality capacity for nation-
al missions defending national sov-
ereignty, territorial integrity, protect-
ing internal security or rescuing 
people from disasters,” he said.

the training centre cost roughly 
$13 million from the national budget 
to construct. Grants from national 
and international development part-
ners were also used.

National Military Police spokesman 
eng Hy told The Post on tuesday that 
everything for training, such as mul-
ti-school buildings, classrooms, 
water facilities and accommodation, 
are already done.

“We started developing the construc-
tion of this training centre between 
2009 and 2013 and we have been build-
ing it continuously,” he said. 

the project is expected to be com-
pleted before the end of 2023.
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Kim Sarom

tHe Supreme court on Mon-
day upheld an arrest warrant 
for Heang Kimsroeun, vice-
president of the Khmer United 
Great Nation Party (KUGNP), 
and his accomplice on charges 
of incitement and insulting the 
Supreme council for consulta-
tions and recommendations. 

KUGNP youth group leader 
thol Sophanna is named as 
Kimsroeun’s accomplice in the 
warrant, which was originally 
issued by the Phnom Penh 
Municipal court on April 20. 
the men appealed the war-
rant, but it was denied. the 
Supreme court held a hearing 
on the matter on october 19.

 Kimsroeun’s lawyer choung 
chou Ngy told the Post on 
Monday the Supreme court up-
held the warrant on the grounds 
that Kimsroeun had no legal 
documents, such as an identity 
card or a family book, as proof 
that he had a specific residence.

“It means that the arrest 
warrant is still valid,” he said.

At the hearing, he told the 
judge that the case arose af-
ter Pich Sros – the cambodia 
Youth Party (cYP) president 
and also a member of the Su-
preme council – sued his client 
for insulting the council. the 
plaintiff wrote in his complaint 
that Kimsroeun resided in tuol 
Sangke commune, in Phnom 

Penh’s russey Keo district. 
the municipal court is-

sued a summons to his client 
at the same address listed in 
the complaint. However, tuol 
Sangke commune police con-
firmed that Kimsroeun was 
not named in his registry. He 
actually lives in Sen Sok dis-
trict’s teuk thla commune.

“the summons was sent to 
the wrong address, leading 
the court to issue an arrest 
warrant for my client,” chou 
Ngy told the court.

Sros, however, said on 
Monday the Supreme court’s 
decision is fair. He said Kim-
sroeun and Sophanna posted 
a message on social media 
saying the Supreme council 
was a puppet institution. 

“I sued him for insulting the 
council members, which af-
fected its dignity. He has the 
character of inciting people 
to lose faith in the council. 

“We cannot accept this. We 
consider it an insult to the 
King too because the council’s 
work is based on a royal decree 
signed by the King,” he said.

the Facebook post in ques-
tion, which was posted on oc-
tober 10 last year, allegedly in-
sulted the council in relation 
to the council’s invitation for 
National Authority for border 
Affairs chairman Var Kimhong 
to clarify the cambodia-Viet-
nam border issue.

Warrants for KUGNP 
party officials upheld 
by the Supreme court 

Indigenous people receive 
clearer rules for land titles
Long Kimmarita

r
eLeVANt ministries and several 
civil society organisations (cSo) 
on october 26 introduced a new 
set of internal rules to make it 

easier and more economical for indig-
enous people to receive communal land 
titles in cambodia.

the announcement was made dur-
ing an event entitled “Workshop on 
Launching and Disseminating New 
Format on Internal rules and by-law 
for Indigenous People, communal 
Land title in cambodia”. 

Attended by 100 participants including 
representatives of indigenous people, cSo 
and government officials, the workshop 
was a result of a working group spending 
nearly a year revising the internal rules. 

tek Vannara, executive director of the 
NGo Forum on cambodia, said at the 
event that indigenous people had request-
ed the government to revise its procedures 
for them to obtain communal land titles. 

In response to the requests, he said the 
ministries of Interior and rural Devel-
opment cooperated with organisations 
that supported indigenous people to re-
check the internal rules. 

Vannara said: “As a result, we revised the 
format on internal rules in communities of 
indigenous people and created document 
formats that are easy for implementation. 

“the workshop on this launch will help 
all relevant parties understand clearly the 
new formats on internal rules in commu-
nities of indigenous people. We handed 
out the new formats to representatives of 
these communities for formal use.” 

Sao Vansey, the executive director of 

the Indigenous community Support or-
ganisation, said the old rules had posed 
obstacles to communities of indigenous 
people in the country.  

Sot Soeurng, a rural development min-
istry representative, said requests for 
communal land titles from indigenous 
people had increased recently. He ex-
pected that the new internal rules would 
make the process more efficient. 

“Some communities of indigenous peo-
ple have yet to be assessed and identified. 
the rural development ministry urges a 
speedy identification process because this 
matter cannot be delayed for a dozen years. 
the ministry is coming up with strategies 

to list these communities,” he said.
According to the NGo Forum on cam-

bodia, as of the end of 2019, there were 
501 communities of indigenous people 
in the Kingdom. of the number, 150 
were recognised by the rural develop-
ment ministry. Another 150 communi-
ties were listed as legal entities at the 
Ministry of Interior and 30 communities 
had received communal land titles from 
the Ministry of Land Management, Ur-
ban Planning and construction.

there are 24 groups of indigenous 
people living throughout cambodia 
and they account for 1.34 per cent of the 
population.

The Indigenous Community Support Organisation, said the old rules posed various obstacles to 
communities of indigenous people in the country. supplied



Soth Koemsoeun

THE World Wide Fund for 
Nature-Cambodia (WWF-Cam-
bodia) took 15 youths to the dol-
phin sanctuary in Kratie prov-
ince for three days to learn about 
at-risk Irrawaddy dolphins along 
the Mekong River and the con-
servation approaches in place to 
keep the population going.

WWF-Cambodia’s public 
affairs and information man-
ager Tep Asarith said the study 
tour in the Mekong flooded 
forest landscapes allowed the 
youths to observe the dolphins 
in their natural habitat and 
witness the efforts by public 
and private institutions to help 
the dolphins. 

They learned about the 
approach that biodiversity 
researchers use to estimate the 
number of dolphins, he said. 

“Youths met with officials sta-

tioned in Anlong Kampi [sanc-
tuary]. They learned about the 
work of the river guard, the 
results and the various chal-
lenges faced,” he said. 

Ven Puthealy, one of the 
youths on the trip, said the 
tour provided an opportunity 
to study dolphins in their nat-
ural protected area in Kratie. 

The youths expect to share 
their experience through dig-
ital networks and encourage 
others to protect the remain-
ing dolphins so they do not go 
extinct, he said. 

According to a WWF-Cam-
bodia report about Irrawaddy 
dolphins issued on October 24 
to mark International Fresh-
water Dolphin Day, research-
ers estimate that only 89 dol-
phins remain in Cambodia’s 
Mekong River. This number 
has remained stable after a 
decline in the past decades.
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Soth Koemsoeun

CAMbODIA welcomed more 
than one million interna-
tional tourists in the first nine 
months of this year, a 74 per 
cent decrease from last year. 

Local tourists travelling in 
the country numbered a little 
more than seven million, a 50 
per cent decline, according to a 
Ministry of Tourism report re-
leased on Sunday. The decline 
was attributed to Covid-19.

The report showed that from 
April to September, travelling 
changed dramatically. Enter-
tainment tourism accounted 
for 43.4 per cent while busi-
ness and diplomacy travelling 
made up 54.4 per cent. Other 
types of tourism rounded out 
the remaining 3.1 per cent. 

The ministry expects local 
tourism will bounce back to 
normal within three years. 
The country is expected 
to see around nine million 
tourists this year and 11 mil-
lion in 2023. 

Ministry secretary of state Tith 
Chantha could not be reached 
for comment on Tuesday. 

Prime Minister Hun Sen 
said on Monday that Covid-
19 does not only affect Cam-
bodia but all countries in the 
world. He said many hotels 
in the Kingdom are closed 
because of a steep decline in 
international tourists. 

“Even though the Water Fes-
tival festivities are suspended 
temporarily, local tourists will 
go to visit various provinces and 
rural areas. People who have 

simple guesthouses and shops 
in those locations will generate 
income from our local tourists. 

“There is still a current 
of local tourists, which will 
generate income for citizens. 
Covid-19 can destroy us, but 
it cannot kill us,” he said. 

Ho Vandy, an adviser to the 
Cambodia Chamber of Com-
merce and the Cambodia As-
sociation of Travel Agents, said 
on Tuesday the tourism sector 
is more appealing than other 
sectors in Cambodia, but the 
decline has been drastic.

“The only thing that can re-
store tourism is to wait until 
the Covid-19 situation eases. 
Then we will reform ad reor-
ganise tourism to have more 
interesting attractions than 
before,” he said.

Tourism numbers slide as 
Covid pandemic persists

Landmines kills 16, injures 
39 in first 10 months of year
Voun Dara

D
URING the first 
10 months of this 
year, there were 
41 cases involv-

ing landmines and explosive 
remnants of war (ERW) in 
Cambodia, which resulted in 
55 casualties. Of the number, 
16 people were killed.

Last year, 11 people were 
killed and 60 were injured 
over the same period, accord-
ing to a Cambodian Mine Ac-
tion Authority (CMAA) report 
published on Tuesday.

At the closing ceremony 
of a workshop summarising 
2020’s demining efforts and 
planning for 2021 in Siem 
Reap province on October 
27, CMAA first-vice president 
Ly Thuch said that out of this 
year’s 41 cases, 23 involved 
landmine accidents and the 
remaining 18 involved ERW. 

“The victims were 34 men, 15 
boys under the age of 18, three 
women and three girls under 
the age of 18,” Thuch said.

He said in the first three 
quarters of this year, the CMAA 
cleared 103.2sq km of mines 
and ERW. The organisation 
also destroyed 11,020 anti-per-
sonnel mines, 248 anti-vehicle 
mines and 35,771 ERW.

Thuch thanked the UN Devel-
opment Programme (UNDP) 
for its close cooperation and 

technical and financial support 
on the demining project.

He also thanked UNICEF 
for its continued support with 
mine and unexploded ord-
nance (UXO) risk education.

Thuch said there are chal-
lenges that remain and cannot 
be completely resolved. He 
provided additional guidance 
to the CMAA General Secre-
tariat to continue implement-
ing the National Strategic Plan 

for Mine Action 2018-2025.
It is part of the government’s 

Rectangular Strategy and the 
hope is that Cambodia will be 
landmine-free by 2025. 

Cambodian Mine Action 
Centre (CMAC) director-general 
Heng Ratana said landmines re-
main a big issue in the country.

“between 1993 and 1998, 
landmines and ERW killed 
and injured more than 4,000 
people per year, becom-

ing the number one killer in 
Cambodia,” he said.

Ratana added that CMAC 
has been the main force fight-
ing to demine the country 
and its efforts had reduced 
the number of mine victims 
to less than 100 per year. 

He said due to the develop-
ment of transportation and 
infrastructure, traffic deaths 
have become the number one 
danger to Cambodian lives.

An excavator sits damaged after it hit an anti-vehicle mine in Preah Vihear province in May..cmac

Youths get chance to 
study river dolphins

The youths learn about the approach that biodiversity researchers use 
to estimate the number of dolphins.  wwf-cambodia

The number of international tourists dropped by 74 per cent in the first nine months. yousos apdoulrashim



Thou Vireak 

THE Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce (CCC) and the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission of Cambodia 
(SECC) on Tuesday called on 
local companies to list on the 
C a m b o d i a  S e c u r i t i e s 
Exchange (CSX).

The call was made at a sem-
inar on securities market 
potential for business sustain-
ability held at the CCC.

CCC vice-president Lim 
Heng said listing on the King-
dom’s stock exchange would 
enable businesses to mobilise 
capital from the market to help 
ensure their sustainability and 
would translate into national 

economic growth.
He said the Kingdom’s 

bourse is vital for the private 
sector to raise funds in prepa-
ration for the anticipated 
string of post-Covid-19 busi-
ness expansions.

“Members of the chamber will 
in all likelihood have a clearer 
picture of the securities market 
following the seminar. I hope 
that they will take part in issuing 
securities to give investors eager 
to make a profit access to their 
shares,” Heng said.

Speaking at the seminar, 
SECC director-general Sou 
Socheat said private-sector 
participation is crucial to 
boost the number of compa-
nies listed on the CSX.

“We welcome all companies 
in the region to join us. We 
hope that all of our business-
men will be listed on the CSX, 
which will help companies 
raise cash and expand their 
investments,” he said.

At the same event, Acleda 
Bank Plc president and group 
managing director In Channy 
expressed his optimism that 
listing on the CSX would “pro-
vide access to capital, increase 
growth, diversify financing 
options, attract more public 
attention, increase transpar-
ency and integrity.

“[It will also] increase the 
liquidity of stocks and raise their 
prices as well as strengthen 
business operations and [ensure 

that they] grow sustainably.”
He noted that on May 25 his 

institution became the first 
commercial bank to list on 
the bourse, raising around 
$17.6 million.

He previously said that as of 
September 30, Acleda Bank 
had outstanding loans to the 
tune of $3.9 billion for 413,613 
customers.

There are currently 13 listed 
firms in the Kingdom – seven 
stock-listed and six corporate 
bond-listed. The 13 compa-
nies have raised a combined 
$253 million, CSX data show.

CSX’s market capitalisation 
rose to $2.57 billion as of June 
30, 4.5 times higher than the 
same date last year.
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4,074 1.3190 6.7118 104.62 4.1660 1.3599 31.23 0.7129 1.1815 1.3020

May Kunmakara

SINGAPorE venture funded 
company oyika Pte Ltd on 
Tuesday announced an expan-
sion of its battery-share ser-
vices to Cambodian rural com-
munities in a bid to trim costs 
associated with e-motorbikes 
and curb the number of tradi-
tional internal combustion en-
gine (ICE) motorbikes in use.

Its model allows for e-mo-
torbike riders to switch a rent-
ed depleted battery for a fully 
charged one at a “swap sta-
tion”, providing a more afford-
able alternative to topping up 
on petrol, the company said.

Sharing e-motorbike batter-
ies will help ease the financial 
burden of purchasing one, 
which can account for 50 per 
cent or more of the total cost 
of the vehicle, it added.

Citing Indonesia as an exam-
ple, the firm said the battery-
share solution can reduce the 
costs of e-motorbike owner-
ship without the need for gov-
ernment subsidies, and pro-
vide a viable contender to 
subsidised petrol fuel.

“oyika also offers battery 
swap bundled with its part-
ners’ e-motorbikes on a pay-
as-you-go basis for short trips, 
daily rents, by the week, and 
by the month. It is a like pre-
paid mobile phone plan but 
with a phone provided for 
use,” it said.

It noted that it has been work-
ing on its battery-share concept 
for e-motorbikes since 2018 and 
made its debut in the Kingdom 
in July last year with 10 “swap 
stations” across the capital.

oyika president Carl Wong 
said that at launch, the com-
pany offered riders a monthly 
subscription plan of $69 that 
provided an e-motorbike and 
battery swap plan allowing for 

1500km of travel per month.
He said: “But honestly, it 

didn’t go too well. Because 
people love their ICE motor-
bikes and are uncertain about 
e-motorbikes.

“So, we launched Go2, a ride-
sharing service, which is essen-
tially a no-contract, no-down-
p a y m e n t ,  n o - d e p o s i t 
e-motorbike on a pay-as-you-go 
basis. We launched it in May this 
year and the take-up has been so 
positive, we intend to increase 
the fleet substantially next year.

“A typical ride is about 75 
cents for a self-driven 6km 
journey and people can pick 
up a bike wherever it’s availa-
ble and drop it off anywhere at 
the end of their trip.

“Essentially, rideshare com-
bined with battery share further 
reduces the barriers to e-motor-
bike adoption. It also exposes 
more people to e-motorbikes.”

oyika said it was awarded a 
grant from the UN Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP) to 
expand its rideshare trial in the 
capital, as a “validation of its 
initiative and hopes to extend 
this to rural Cambodia”.

Wong said: “There is no public 
transport servicing rural com-
munities. So, e-motorbike shar-
ing offers affordable transport 
to rural communities without 
the cost of ownership. It also 
benefits women and vulnerable 
individuals without reliable 
access to personal transport.”

According to the Ministry of 
Public Works and Transport’s 
2019 annual report, there were 
more than five million regis-
tered vehicles in Cambodia.

of these, 85 per cent were 
motorbikes, with e-motorbikes 
accounting for less than 0.1 
per cent of them. Last year, 
640,183 new vehicles were reg-
istered, of which 531,269 were 
motorbikes.

MFI credit risk relatively 
low, NBC’s Serey says
Sangeetha Amarthalingam

o
N THE basis that 
non-per for ming 
loans stood around 
2.3 per cent as of 

August 31, 2020, credit risk 
in the microfinance sector 
remains relatively low, said 
National Bank of Cambodia 
assistant governor and direc-
tor-general Chea Serey.

“This rate is relatively low 
compared to countries in 
Southeast Asia and across the 
globe,” she said. 

Moreover, Serey told The 
Post that the credit issued to 
low-income households does 
not constitute 100 per cent of 
the sector’s loan portfolio.

 “The focus of microfinance 
institutions [MFIs] is on dif-
ferent market segments from 
micro to small- and medium-
sized enterprises,” she said.

Serey was asked to comment 
on the stability of the financial 
sector as the total value of MFI 
loans grew over $10 billion as 
of December 31, 2019.

The loans taken by some 
2.6 million people averaged 
around $3,804 last year, a 
briefing paper by Centre for Al-
liance for Labour and Human 
rights (Central), League for 
the Promotion and Defence of 
Human rights (Licadho) and 
Cambodian Alliance of Trade 
Unions (Catu) said.

recently, the Credit Bureau 
of Cambodia (CBC) reported 
an outstanding MFI balance 
of $6.3 billion, which it said is 
in line with the country’s eco-
nomic growth.

However, the burgeoning 
loans have gained alleged no-
toriety over the years as groups 
levelled accusations against the 
government and NBC for not 

“arresting” the situation, and 
to a certain extent, “protecting” 
lower-income borrowers.

News reports highlight cas-
es of borrowers losing their 
land titles to raise funds to 
service loans and becoming 
more leveraged in order to 
make ends meet as house-
hold economy contracts.

As the Covid-19 impact on 
economic sectors continues 
to play out in Cambodia, ob-
servers say the socioeconom-
ic situation is not likely to im-
prove any time soon, which 
could drive up indebtedness.

Early october, civil society 
organisations Central, Catu, 
Licadho and Sahmakum Te-
ang Tnaut called for a full 

pardon of MFI debts held by 
poor households.

But there does not seem to 
be a likelihood of the NBC ris-
ing to that demand.

Instead, it will maintain its 
instruction to banks and finan-
cial institutions to restructure 
the loans of customers who are 
impacted by Covid-19.

Serey said about 270,000 cli-
ent loans have been restruc-
tured as of August 31, 2020, 
which translates to some $3.6 
billion in total.

on mechanisms to keep the 
MFI sector steady while pro-
tecting customers, she said the 
NBC has several prakas (sub-
decrees) which are not just 
limited to credit risk grading 

and impairment provision.
“[We have] transparency 

in granting credit facilities 
of financial institutions, and 
resolution of customer com-
plaint. [There is also] a direct 
hotline to NBC for public 
complaints,” she said.

Added to that is the key role 
played by the CBC in provid-
ing complete creditworthi-
ness and credit risk assess-
ment for the sector.

Serey said MFIs also have 
their own safeguards such as 
the lending guidelines drawn 
up by the Cambodia Microfi-
nance Association.

The central bank has also 
worked on eliminating in-
formal money lending which 
dropped to six per cent in 
2016 from 32 per cent in 2004, 
according to NBC’s report on 
financial stability last year.

It said increased access to 
finance by MFIs and micro-
finance deposit-taking in-
stitutions reduced people’s 
reliance on borrowing from 
informal sources.

Although Serey said NBC 
does not have available data on 
the segment presently, it con-
tinues to focus on promoting 
financial inclusion and literacy.

“The [attention] is not only to 
bring more people into the for-
mal sector but to also give them 
a basic knowledge of money 
management,” she said.

on that note, she assured that 
the NBC will continue moni-
toring the development of the 
banking sector “very closely”.

“We will add or enhance our 
regulatory framework as [and 
when] necessary [in line with] 
the sector’s development [as 
well as] macro-economic [de-
velopment] both in Cambo-
dia and globally,” she said.

Singapore company to 
expand battery-share 
idea to rural Cambodia

National Bank of Cambodia assistant governor and director-general 
Chea Serey. pOST STAFF

CCC vice-president Lim Heng (centre) and SECC director-general Sou 
Socheat (to his left) at the seminar on Tuesday. THOU VIREAK

CCC, securities regulator call for firms to list on bourse
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Fundraising fever begins at Canadia Bank
The Phnom Penh Post COO James Ong (second left), recently paid 
a visit to Canadia Bank headquarters to express appreciation to 
CEO, Raymond Sia (middle), senior vice president, Moon Byung 
Soon (far right), and the management team for their support of The 
Post Flood Relief Campaign.

Continued from page 1

fall in investment, UNctAD said, 
with FDI in the wealthier coun-
tries witnessing a 75-per cent 
drop from 2019 levels to just $98 
billion during the first half of the 
year – a level last seen in 1994.

“the trend was exacerbated by 
sharply negative inflows in euro-
pean economies,” the report said.

Flows to europe in the first 
half of 2020 turned negative for 
the first time, hitting minus $7 
billion.

FDI flows in North America 
fell by 56 per cent during the 
six-month period.

Among major FDI recipients in 
2019, flows declined most strong-
ly in Italy (74 per cent), the US (61 
per cent), brazil (48 per cent) and 
Australia (40 per cent).

on a more positive note, FDI 
flows to developing economies 
decreased by less than expected 
at just 16 per cent, UNctAD 
said. 

Flows were 28 per cent lower 
in Africa, 25 per cent down in 
Latin America and the carib-
bean, but just 12 per cent lower 
in Asia, mainly due to resilient 
investment in china.

FDI flows to so-called transi-
tion economies plummeted 81 
per cent, pulled down by a 
strong decline in russia, the 
report found. 

UNctAD said the outlook was 
poor, because new green-field 
investment project announce-
ments dropped by 37 per cent 

in the first eight months of the 
year to $358 billion.

Green-field investment – con-
sidered an indicator of future 
FDI trends – typically refers to 
projects that create new physical 
facilities which are considered 
productive, in part because they 
typically create jobs.

Developing economies saw a 
much bigger fall in green-field 
investment than developed 
economies – 49 per cent com-
pared to 17 per cent – reflecting 
their more limited capacity to 
roll out economic support pack-
ages, the report said.

“Flows to developing econo-
mies are expected to stabilise, 
with east Asia showing signs of an 
impending recovery,” said Zhan.

“Global FDI will continue its 
decline, though moderately, in 
2021 – that is, up to 10 per cent.”

the recovery is then expected 
to begin in 2022, he added.

Zhan said the eventual 
rebound would be driven by cor-
porate restructuring, with more 
resilience-driven investment.

“Longer term, we see the pos-
sibility of the transformation of 
global value chains that will 
change the landscape for global 
trade and investment,” he said. 

He said this would be driven 
by a new industrial revolution, 
sustainable development, grow-
ing economic nationalism, 
shorter chains, and investment 
into the green and blue econo-
mies and into public service 
infrastructure. AFP

‘Investment landscape 
to change in long term’Indo-Pacific trade fair opens

May Kunmakara

t
WeNtY leading cambodian 
companies are set to participate 
in the third edition of the Indo-
Pacific business Forum (IPbF) 

on Wednesday to explore the potential 
business and investment opportunities 
that are available in the region.

the public-private partnership event 
will be hosted virtually and in-person 
from october 28-29 in Hanoi, Vietnam 
with the support of the US and Viet-
namese governments, according to the 
IPbF website.

Speaking at the Monday reception of 
cambodian business delegates for the 
IPbF, US ambassador to cambodia Pat-
rick Murphy said more than one thousand 
government and private sector represen-
tatives are expected to attend the event.

He said it will provide the Kingdom’s 
businesses the opportunity to directly 
network with other businesses and gov-
ernment officials.

“As you may know, this year we are 
celebrating the 70th anniversary of dip-
lomatic ties between our two countries. 
because of the existing partnership, 
cambodia always benefits from US 
products and services.

“Partnership isn’t limited to the private 
sector – we take a whole-system approach 
to the Indo- Pacific concerning public-
private partnerships. Many of you have 
already worked with the US government 
to grow your businesses, and we hope 
you are proud of those opportunities.

“Your joining this event represents the 
collective of the Kingdom of cambodia 
and all of its opportunities. From our ob-
servations, your economy and business 
sector have become increasingly sophis-
ticated and are ready to grow fast.

“We hope that you will use the oppor-
tunity of the Indo-Pacific business Fo-
rum to let businesses around the region 
and government officials from the United 
States and across the Indo-Pacific know 
what’s happening here,” Murphy said.

Song Saran, president of leading rice 
miller and exporter Amru rice (cambo-
dia) co Ltd, told The Post on tuesday that 
he participated in the second edition of the 
event in bangkok where he met thousands 
of business leaders and US senior officials.

He said: “We got a chance to meet and 
directly talk with senior officials from the 
US and business partners in the Indo-
Pacific as we shared our business model 
and investment opportunities in which 
we could partner up or enter into a loan.

“Amru rice was the first rice miller to 
obtain a loan from the export-Import 
bank of the United States [exim] to in-
vest in improving and modernising the 
grain storage system.”

In May 2018, Amru rice received a 

$345,400 exim-backed loan, which was 
disbursed by connecticut, US-based 
Atrafin LLc for the purchase of a 3,000-
tonne storage system from Scafco corp, 
an agricultural equipment manufactur-
er headquartered in Washington state.

the US is the largest market for cam-
bodian exports, taking in $5.4 billion 
last year, up from $3 billion in 2015, am-
bassador Murphy previously said.

cambodia exported $2.75 billion 
worth of goods to the US in the first half 
of this year, up 23 per cent from $2.24 
billion in the same period last year, the 
US embassy in Phnom Penh reported.

the US provides cambodia with pref-
erential trade access under the Gen-
eralised System of Preferences (GSP) 
programme, enabling duty free access 
to the US market for more than 5,000 
products, the embassy has said.

Nearly $1 billion in travel goods were 
exported to the US last year under GSP, 
Murphy added.

The IPBF will be hosted virtually and in-person from October 28-29 in Hanoi. hENG ChIVOAN
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French microbiologist 
Louis Pasteur created 
the world’s first rabies 
vaccine in 1885, and it 

is fitting that, 135 years later, 
the institute that bears his 
name is leading the Kingdom’s 
efforts in fighting the disease.

The rabies Prevention center 
(rPc) at the Institute Pasteur du 
cambodge in Phnom Penh was 
officially opened in 1995. For 
25 years, the rPc has provided 
rabies prevention services to 
more than 500,000 people 
wounded by animals from all 
over the Kingdom. 

The importance of the 
services the centre provides 
cannot be understated – from 
an average of 20,000 new 
patients per year since 2000, 
the number jumped to nearly 
80,000 patients last year.

“In rabies prevention, we at 
rPc provide services both for 
post-exposure prophylaxis – 
after being wounded by animal 
– which is our priority service, 
and also pre-exposure prophy-
laxis – before being wounded. 

“One of the main research 
goals is to promote better 
access to rabies post-exposure 
prophylaxis [PeP]. Major 
research involving the Institute 
Pasteur du cambodge has led 
to a recommendation from the 

World health Organization for 
a shorter intradermal rabies 
vaccination protocol. 

“This recommendation has 
been very beneficial – the 
vaccination is complete within 
only one week, there is one 
fewer session and less vaccine 
volume per patient is used, 
promoting higher compliance. 
Other research studies are also 
being conducted,” said Dr Peng 
Yiksing, the head of the rPc.

The centre says rabies circu-

lation in cambodia is mainly 
related to dogs. The big dog 
population in the country – a 
ratio of one for every three or 
four  humans – contributes to 
maintaining virus circulation 
and transmission. Another 
contributing factor is the 
absence of a rabies vaccination 
programme for dogs.

Pasteur director Dr Didier 
Fontenille has described the 
rabies situation in cambodia as 
“a public health emergency”, 

because while the disease is 100 
per cent preventable by PeP 
and transmission can be inter-
rupted by an effective rabies 
dog vaccination programme, 
it continues to cause human 
deaths in the Kingdom.

To further combat rabies, 
the rPc has implemented a 
range  of developments, includ-
ing opening two more rabies 
centres – in Battambang in 
July 2018 and Kampong cham 
in July last year – to increase 

access to treatment across cam-
bodia. national Social Security 
Fund membership is accepted 
at the Kingdom’s three rabies 
prevention centres.

“In 2019, 15,070 people 
received rabies PeP at the 
Battambang rabies Preven-
tion center, and another 11,123 
people were vaccinated at the 
Kampong cham centre. 

“Data shows that the service 
is more easily reachable – with  
more people having access to 
it – and the rabies Prevention 
centers are proving incredibly 
useful for the regional popula-
tion,” said Yiksing.

The rPc says the follow-
ing action must be taken in 
the event of being bitten by a 
dog – the wound should be im-
mediately cleaned properly for 
10 to 15 minutes with running 
water, soap and disinfectant. 
Traditional remedies should be 
avoided.

rabies PeP should be sought 
as soon as possible – immu-
noglobulin against rabies may 
be required in additional to the 
rabies vaccine. If possible, the 
head of the suspected rabies-
infected animal should be sent 
to the laboratory for analysis.

To reduce human deaths 
from rabies, Yiksing says the 
Institut Pasteur has put in 

place a five-year action plan 
for 2018-23 in collaboration 
with the Ministry of health, 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries, and the 
Ministry of education.

Two main objectives have 
been set, with the first being 
to raise awareness of rabies 
and its prevention. The second 
is to increase accessibility to 
rabies PeP.

Budget support from donors 
is needed for implementation 
of this plan, he added.

The World health Organiza-
tion, World Organization of 
Animal health (OIe), the Un 
Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation and Global Alliance for 
rabies control have the goal 
of eliminating deaths from ra-
bies by 2030, and the Institut 
Pasteur remains at the fore of 
the Kingdom’s efforts. 

“cambodia presented its 
commitment as part of the 
Asean community and as part 
of a global approach in the 
fight against rabies towards 
the target of elimination of 
dog-mediated human deaths 
from the disease by 2030. 

“The Institut Pasteur du 
cambodge will continue being 
involved in support of the 
government’s efforts towards 
this goal,” Yiksing said.  

Institut Pasteur at fore of rabies fight

The Institut Pasteur has opened Rabies Prevention Centers in Battambang and Kampong Cham. heng chivoan 



The Singapore Medical 
Centre (SGMC)Cambodia 
has combined its advanced 
facilities and skilled doctors 

to offer Singapore-standard medi-
cal treatment for patients in the 
Kingdom. 

The medical centre, which started 
operations last year, provides primary 
and secondary care, and focuses on a 
holistic and wellness approach. 

It is part of Cambodia’s first pri-
vate healthcare-hospitality complex 
that partnered with FeM Surgery 
at Singapore’s Mount elizabeth 
hospital, one of the leading surgical 
groups in Singapore.

SGMC offers a comprehensive 
medical and healthcare services that 
includes family medicine and  gen-
eral practice, health screenings and 
diagnostic imaging, women’s health 
and general procedure, as well as IV 
hydration therapy.  

“Ultimately, our aim is to deliver 
outstanding medical care in line with 
the expertise and compassion of our 
Singaporean and Cambodian special-
ists – and to bring the full Singapore 
medical journey to the people of 
Cambodia,” said SGMC general man-
ager Pae Yi Lin.

Supported by world-class equip-
ment procured with the guidance of 
medical specialists in both the radiol-
ogy and minor surgery departments, 
SGMC ensures that Singaporean 
medical standards are delivered at all 
times.

The radiology department, with 
five modalities – CT scanning, X-
rays, bone densitometry, ultrasound 

and mammograms – helps sup-
port the doctors in the diagnosis of 
conditions. 

All images are then interpreted by 

Singaporean radiologists to ensure 
accurate medical input is given to the 
referring medical doctors who will 
help treat the patient, Yi Lin said.

The centre is targeting those  
who travel to Singapore or Thailand 
for medical treatment and Cambodi-
ans seeking health screenings. 

“People who travel to Singapore 
or Thailand for healthcare services 
are our focus. Receiving equivalent 
medical standards in their home 
country will provide much conve-
nience in terms of time and cost, 
especially for people who like to 
maximise their time. 

“It is akin to bringing Singaporean 
standards of medical excellence right 
to their doorstep,” she said. 

In addition, health screenings are 
another focus of SGMC, as more 
health-conscious Cambodians are go-
ing for regular medical checks. 

“health screenings have become 

very well sought among Cambodi-
ans as they see it is important for 
prevention. 

“Due to the travel restrictions 
imposed by the Covid-19 situa-
tion, many Cambodia residents who 
used to visit Singapore or Thailand 
for health screenings and medical 
treatment are looking for a reliable 
health care provider in Cambodia  
to assist them with their health,”  
Yi Lin said.

As well as providing reliable 
medical services, SGMC also strives 
to ensure that all staff are properly 
trained by its medical specialists and 
managers, particularly in improving 
skills and knowledge. 

This in turn will allow the staff 
to bring their skill sets and knowl-
edge to their next workplace, with 
the quality of healthcare increasing 
over time. 

equipped with a broad range of 
medical programmes developed by 
international experts, SGMC also 
promotes corporate wellness.

“hiring staff is a long and costly 
process, therefore hiring a suitable 
employee is important. It entices 
sought-after employees, provides a 
form of non-monetary motivation 
for talent attraction and retention, 
and – most importantly – a healthy 
employee is a productive one.

“Particularly in Cambodia, an 
emerging economy, it is important to 
attract and retain the right talent so 
that the Kingdom can progress as a 
nation, because people are the most 
important resource of any country,” 
she said. 

SGMC’s Singapore-class medical care  
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SGMC is equipped with  modern medical equipment . supplied 

SGMC offers a stress-free environment for its patients. supplied 
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Among the many fa-
cilities at the Institut 
Pasteur du Cambodge 
contributing to diag-

nosis, research and the preven-
tion of infectious diseases, the 
Laboratoire de Biologie medicale 
(LBm) – medical Laboratory 
– has been at the forefront of 
medical biology in Cambodia 
since its creation in 1995.

“The laboratory’s over-
arching mission is to contrib-
ute to the care and the clinical 
management of the patients 
and to improve public health in 
Cambodia, including the fight 
against infectious diseases, 
with the main objective of 
meeting the expectations and 
satisfaction of all clients,” said 
head of unit gauthier Del-
vallez, a medical biologist. 

The first lab in Cambodia 
to carry out free HIV testing 
and counselling, it continues 

to provide peace of mind by 
providing free consultation, free 
HIV testing and advice.

In 2018 it was awarded ISo 
15189 accreditation, becom-
ing the first lab in Cambodia to 
meet the internationally speci-
fied quality management system 
requirements particular to medi-
cal laboratories as developed by 
the International organization 
for Standardization.

This commitment to improv-
ing healthcare in the Kingdom 
can be seen in the lab’s lead 
position in the fight against 
infectious diseases, notably 
tuberculosis (TB).

TB is the specialist area of the 
lab’s deputy head, Chan Sok-
leaph, who has been working in 
the field for 10 years.

“Tuberculosis is still endemic 
in Cambodia. There are ap-
proximately 30,000 cases every 
year. However, having met the 

millennium Development goals 
mDg of 2015, with cases down 
50 per cent from the 1990 
figures, Cambodia has made 
significant progress in TB con-
trol and is working to meet the 
End TB Strategy and Sustain-
able Development goals targets 
by 2030, aiming to reduce TB 
incidence of 80 per cent and 
death rate of 90 per cent,” said 
Sokleaph.

Always at the forefront of 
excellence, the lab has set up 
a Quality management System 
in order to ensure the required 
quality standards at the pre-
analytical (sample collection 
and transportation), analytical 
(testing) and post-analytical 
(result delivery and interpreta-
tion) levels, as well as making 
continual improvements to 
ensure consistent quality results.

The medical Laboratory car-
ries out more than 150 differ-
ent types of analyses, working 
with the ministry of Health and 
a number of public hospitals 
and private clinics, as well as 
non-governmental organisa-
tions across Phnom Penh and 
several provinces who send 
samples from their patients.

The continuous implemen-
tation of new biomarkers is 
provided to assist all health 
professionals. The laboratory 
service also provides all walk-in 
patients with free consultation 
where people can come in with-
out prescription for checkups 
and advice.

With a dedicated and highly 
trained team of 35 – including 
secretaries, nurses, technicians, 
engineers, quality manager, 
medical doctors and biologists 
– the lab is divided into four 
different areas of speciality. 

The Blood Biology Laboratory 
covers the areas of haema-
tology, coagulation testing, 
biochemistry, endocrinology 
and immuno-serology, as well 
as blood parasitology, myelo-
grams, Fibro Test-Acti Test for 
liver diseases, tumour markers 
dosage and semen analysis.

The microbiology Labora-
tory is in charge of analysis in 
bacteriology, mycology and 
parasitology.

The mycobacteriology Labo-

ratory provides conventional 
and molecular diagnostic of 
TB and atypical mycobacteria 
disease with adapted biosafety 
facilities (BSL2+ and BSL3).

The Platform of molecular 
Biology ensures the molecular 
diagnostic of infectious diseases 
and rapid detection of resistance.

Among others, the medical 
Laboratory works with France’s 
Cerba Laboratory, the European 
leader in specialised clinical 
pathology, for very specialised 
biology tests. It is also subject 
to external quality control from 
leading French and European 
medical companies to ensure 
the highest standards of testing.

Sokleaph, who is currently 
doing her PhD involving the 

genetic study of the evolution 
of drug resistance in TB, said it 
was gratifying to be involved in 
such important work.

“I am proud of the quality 
of the work and the reliable 
results of analysis that we pro-
vide our patients. By providing 
reliable lab results, it helps 
assist the clinician to reach a 
correct diagnosis of disease 
– infectious and non-commu-
nicable diseases – and with the 
correct diagnosis, the patients 
can receive adapted treatment, 
care and prevention regarding 
their respective diseases. 

“So I am happy that our 
work takes part in improving 
the health of the people in 
Cambodia,” she said. 

Pasteur Medical Lab leading the way

The Institut Pasteur is at the forefront of medical biology in Cambodia.

The Medical Laboratory was awarded ISO 15189 accreditation in 2018. 
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DMedical care

Named in honour of 
19th century French 
scientist  Louis 
Pasteur – the “father 

of microbiology” – the Institut 
Pasteur is a French non-profit 
private foundation dedi-
cated to the study of biology, 
micro-organisms, diseases and 
vaccines. 

Opened in 1953, the Institut 
Pasteur  du Cambodge is the 
oldest and most respected 
research and public health 
institute in the Kingdom.

One of the key areas the 
institute works in is improving 
food safety and environment 
security in Cambodia, with the 
Laboratory of environment 
and Food Safety.

With a “mission to assist all 
food operators to detect, con-
trol and prevent food-borne 
diseases from farm to table 
and to provide quality and 
healthy foods”, the head of the 
lab says it is on the frontline 
of ensuring the food we eat 
is not contaminated with 
potentially harmful bacteria, 
parasites, viruses, toxins and 
chemicals.

“The lab was created in 
1995 in order to improve 
public health regarding food 
safety. It’s really important 
especially for Cambodian 
people because hygiene levels 
in Cambodia are still limited, 
and it’s one of the big issues 
regarding the country’s eco-
nomic growth.

“The lab has improved this 
situation by providing training 
on personal hygiene and food 
safety to caterers, hotels and 
food suppliers. 

“In addition, the results of 
food testing from our lab is 
information for food producers 
alerting them to take action 
on time in order to prevent 
food-borne diseases from 

affecting their customers,” 
said Sreng Navin, head of the 
environment and Food Safety 
Laboratory.

One in 10 people in the 
world fall ill every year from 
eating or drinking con-
taminated food or water, with 
420,000 people dying each 
year as a result, the lab says, 
and Navin said it carries out a 

number of analyses to protect 
against this.

The lab undertakes such 
tests as microbiological tests 
for food and food products; 
microbiological and physico-
chemical tests for different 
types of water; and the work-
ing environment with air and 
surface controls.

as well as testing, it also 

carries out services such audit-
ing, training and consult-
ing on food hygiene in the 
production chain.

“We provide hygiene audit-
ing for food producers to find 
problems in their processes 
and to take corrective action 
according to our comments in 
order to improve the safety of 
their food.

“For training, we provide 
mostly the training on per-
sonal hygiene and food safety. 
However, we adapt with the 
requirements of the customer if 
they are from catering, hotels 
or agriculture,” Navin said.

and it is not just in food 
safety where the lab is protect-
ing the people of Cambodia, 
with a strong focus on envi-
ronment security.

“Regarding environment 
security, our lab participates 
actively on water analysis in 
order to alert the user on the 
safety of water and con-
tamination, especially with 
heavy metals. Concerning 
food producers, our lab assists 
in controlling their working 
environment by providing 
services such as surface and 
air controls.

Navin said the lab is com-
mitted to ensuring the highest 
standards and staying at the 
forefront of developments.

“In order to ensure the 
accuracy of our results, our 
lab follows the international 
standard method for food and 

water analysis, and we are in 
the process of receiving ISO 
17025 lab accreditation – the 
international norm specified 
for the competency of labora-
tory analysis,” said the doctor 
of Pharmacy, who holds a Phd 
in Biology from France.

The lab checks hygiene 
levels and its qualified experts 
audit caterers, supermarkets 
and food industries, while 
implementing and document-
ing HaCCP concepts and 
implementing quality assur-
ance systems. 

It can also carry out train-
ing for management and staff 
on Good Hygienic Practices, 
while knowledge of the food 
laws and labelling require-
ments in europe and the US, 
as well as the specific regula-
tions of all countries, ensures 
international standards. 

With such an important role 
to play – and high standards 
to maintain – Navin said she 
is delighted to be helping pro-
tect people in the Kingdom.

“I’m proud to work at the 
Institut Pasteur du Cambodge 
Laboratory of environment 
and Food Safety because I 
work in a laboratory that has 
the highest standards – one 
that will receive ISO 17025 
accreditation in 2022. 

“I am also proud to partici-
pate directly in improving the 
public health of my people, 
especially regarding food 
safety,” Navin said. 

The Pasteur lab protecting people

The laboratory has a ‘mission to assist all food operators to detect, control and prevent food-borne diseases’. SUPPLIED
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The days of Cambodi-
ans having to make 
costly trips abroad to 
seek specialised medi-

cal treatment may soon be 
coming to an end. 

Opening its doors to the 
Cambodian public in Novem-
ber 2011, Central hospital 
represents a new generation of 
healthcare institutions com-
mitted to offering the highest 
standards of medical care for 
those with modest treatment 
budgets.

The Central hospital is one 
of the leading locally owned 
medical institutions in the na-
tion providing comprehensive 
medical care in areas such as 
cardiology, neurology, neph-
rology, urology, gastroenterol-
ogy, dermatology, endocrinol-
ogy and otolaryngology. 

It also provides treatment 
in ophthalmology, oncology, 
haematology, obstectrics and 
gynaecology, traumatology, 
general paediatrics, general 
medicine and general surgery, 
as well as emergency, out-
patient and in-patient care, 
and critical and intensive care.

Deputy director and chief 
of cardiovascular surgery at 
Central hospital, Prof Mam 
Bun Socheat told The Post 
that the hospital has over the 
years earned the reputation of 
being Cambodia’s first modern 
private hospital staffed with 
the Kingdom’s most respected 

highly qualified doctors, medi-
cal specialists and healthcare 
practitioners.

“In the past, there were at 
times very few or even no 
heart specialists or neurolo-
gists in Cambodia. how-

ever, today there are many 
cardiovascular surgeons and 
neurosurgeons in the country, 
made up of Cambodians as 
well as foreigners. 

“This enables local medi-
cal institutions like Central 

hospital to provide specialist 
medical consultancy, treat-
ment and surgical services,” 
Prof Bun Socheat said, upon 
reflecting on the changes in 
the country’s medical sector 
over the past 10 years.

equipped with modern, 
state-of-the-art medical and 
diagnostic facilities, the hospi-
tal is paving the way, creating 
new standards of affordable 
medical care for Cambodians. 

This has resulted in the hos-
pital becoming the preferred 
medical and healthcare partner 
of leading international and 
local insurance companies 
due its competitive rates for a 
comprehensive range of medi-
cal treatments and services. 

hospital Administrator em-

marie A Geli said that as well 
as having long-term partner-
ships with several leading 
health insurance companies, 
Central hospital is working 
with international and local 
life insurance companies to 
enable policy holders to have 
compulsory health checks and 
medical screenings. 

These are popular services 
also offered by the hospital. 

With Central hospital at the 
forefront of providing acces-
sible quality healthcare ser-
vices – including its involve-
ment in many social medical 
outreaches where free com-
munity check-ups are given, 
supported by frequent health 
awareness programme activi-
ties – trust in the capabilities 

of local medical institutions 
and medical practitioners has 
been restored. 

Prof Francois-Xavier Roux, 
the head of the neurology 
department, has been with 
Central hospital since 2013. 

he previously established the 
neuroscience centre at Phnom 
Penh’s Calmette hospital. 

“Although surgical op-
erations are complicated, 
the invaluable expertise 
and experience of our seven 
member specialist neurology 
team – combined with cutting 
edge medical facilities at our 
disposal – have enabled us to 
achieve international suc-
cess rates in major surgical 
procedures performed at the 
hospital,” Prof Roux said.  

Central Hospital: The lifeline for quality 
affordable medical care in the Kingdom

Emmarie A Geli (left), Prof Mam Bun Socheat (centre) and Prof Francois-Xavier Roux.

The Central Hospital in downtown Phnom Penh.

The hospital’s operating room features state-of-the-art medical and surgical equipment.

INTeRNATIONAl University stands 
as a premier medical education in-
stitution in the Kingdom– producing 
highly trained professionals for the 
crucial sector.

It helps the Kingdom to be self-
reliant in the healthcare field by 
producing sufficient numbers of 
graduates and post-graduates to meet 
the rising demand for quality medical 
care from a growing population.

On average, around 300 students 

graduate annually in various medical 
disciplines from the leading  private 
university. 

“We can say that IU is one of the 
leading private higher education 
institutions in the health sector. 

“IU has trained medical students in 
various fields at different levels, such 
as Associate and Bachelor’s degrees, 
as well as specialist doctor and doc-
toral degrees,” IU president and CeO 
Prof Sabo Ojano told The Post.  

Since its establish-
ment in 2002, nearly 
5,000 students 
have graduated in 
multiple medical 
disciplines from the 
university, which is 
located in Boeung 
Kak II district. 

At IU, students 
have the opportu-
nity to major in a 
variety of speci-
alities to become 
general doctors, 
dentists, pharma-
cists, pediatricians, 
nurses, midwives or  
radiologists. 

Over the years, the 

institution has invested significantly 
in medical technologies and human 
resources to remain on par with the 
ever-changing medical sciences – 
thus giving an edge to offer quality  
medical education.

“The International University pays 
the utmost attention to the curricu-
lum in accordance with the Ministry 
of health’s standards. It is supported 
by well-known and experienced pro-
fessors and the university is equipped 
with modern facilities for students to 
do their internship.

“human resources is very impor-
tant to help improve public health, 
reduce mortality and improve virus 
prevention services, which requires 
the participation from relevant 

professionals, especially specialists 
doctors. 

“Our country still needs more 
resources in the medical sector, 
especially in specialised fields. We 
still have a lot of shortages and we 
do not have doctors in all specialities 
yet,” said Ojano.

According to Ojano, the Kingdom 
still needs more surgeons, gynaecolo-
gists, paediatricians, cardiologists, 
ophthalmologists, psychiatrists and 
dermatologists.

“Therefore, in Cambodia, we  
need to train more specialised 
skills, so that the specialists will 
have the opportunity to help our 
people at grassroots level, at dis-
tricts and provinces where still lack 

a lot of specialised doctors,” he said.
The university has established high 

requirements for its medical stu-
dents – from strict examinations to a 
zero tolerance for absenteeism from 
regular classes. 

In addition, IU’s collaborations 
with reputable regional medical 
institutions – such as the Asean 
Medical School Network – allows 
students to take part in exchange 
programmes and internships to gain 
in-depth knowledge.

The IU’s medical teaching staff 
comprises 22 professors, 10 associ-
ate professors and more than 70 as-
sistant professors, who work around 
the clock to teach young aspiring 
Cambodian medical students.  

IU medical 
graduates keep 
Cambodia in 
pink of health

International University, established in 2002, has trained nearly 5,000 doctors. Supplied

 CEO Prof Sabo Ojano (right). Supplied 
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world
turkish head 
erdogan calls 
for boycott of 
French goods
tUrKISH President recep tayyip 
erdogan on Monday joined calls for 
a boycott of French goods, ramping 
up a standoff between France and 
Muslim countries over Islam and 
freedom of speech.

erdogan has led the charge against 
President emmanuel Macron over 
his robust defence of the right to 
mock religion following the murder 
of a French schoolteacher who had 
shown his class cartoons of the 
Prophet Mohammed.

on Monday, the turkish leader add-
ed his voice to calls in the Arab world 
for citizens to spurn French goods.

“Never give credit to French-la-
belled goods, don’t buy them,” erdog-
an, who caused a furore at the week-
end by declaring that Macron needed 
“mental checks”, said during a tele-
vised speech in Ankara.

After turkey was accused by France 
of remaining silent over Paty’s killing 
on october 16, erdogan’s spokesman 
Ibrahim Kalin on Monday denounced 
the “monstrous murder”, adding that 
“nothing” could justify the attack.

French goods have already been 
pulled from supermarket shelves in 
Qatar and Kuwait, among other Gulf 
states, whereas in Syria people have 
burned pictures of Macron and 
French flags have been torched in the 
Libyan capital tripoli.

France’s largest employers’ federa-
tion on Monday urged companies to 
“resist the blackmail” over the boy-
cott calls. AFP

Ire in Italy over new covid rules
t

HoUSANDS of Ital-
ian protesters angry 
over new restrictions 
announced to con-

trol the spread of coronavirus 
clashed with police in cities 
on Monday as european gov-
ernments toughened their 
responses to the contagion.

Following weekend dem-
onstrations that saw violence 
in Italy, crowds ranging in size 
from several hundred to sever-
al thousand took to the streets 
again on Monday evening.

In Milan, several trams were 
vandalised and bins were set 
on fire, while anti-riot police 
fired teargas at groups of 
young people throwing glass 
bottles and other projectiles, 
with similar scenes found in 
neighbouring turin and in 
southern Naples.

the scenes of unrest came 
after Italian Prime Minister 
Giuseppe conte ordered 
restaurants and bars to shut 
from 6:00pm, while theatres, 
cinemas and gyms were or-
dered closed for a month 
– much to the annoyance 
of business owners, oppo-
sition politicians and even 
some scientists.

the violence in Italy, which 
imposed one of the toughest 
lockdowns in the first wave 
of infections in March and 
April, is likely to reverberate 
around europe where gov-
ernments are weighing the 
need for tougher measures 
against the fatigue and frus-

tration felt by many.
WHo emergencies chief Mi-

chael ryan said on Monday: 
“there’s no question that the 
european region is an epicen-
tre for disease right now.”

Maria Van Kerkhove, the 
WHo’s technical expert on 
the pandemic, also voiced 
concern about the situation 
in europe – and in particular 
a surge in hospitalisations 
and rapidly filling intensive 
care units (IcUs).

She told Monday’s briefing: 
“In many cities we’re seeing 
beds filling up too quickly, 

and we’re seeing many pro-
jections saying the IcU beds 
will reach capacity in the 
coming days and weeks.”

the czech republic said it 
would impose a night-time 
curfew, mimicking measures 
already introduced in France 
and Spain, Slovenia imposed 
border closures, while even 
Norway, with one of europe’s 
lowest infection rates, tight-
ened its rules on social gath-
erings on Monday.

France is also bracing for 
harsher measures with Pres-
ident emmanuel Macron set 

to gather his top ministers 
on tuesday to review efforts 
to curtail the outbreak after 
the number of daily cases 
topped 50,000 for the first 
time at the weekend.

Some options reportedly 
being considered included 
weekend lockdowns in high-
infection areas, an earlier 
night-time curfew, or even 
another general country-
wide stay-at-home order.

covid-19 has now claimed 
the lives of 1.1 million peo-
ple and infected more than 
43 million globally.

the economic fallout con-
tinues to be severe, with tens 
of millions losing jobs and 
economies tanking across 
the world and politicians 
struggling to find answers.

US President Donald 
trump, with his re-election 
campaign in full swing, was 
once again on the backfoot 
after one of his senior offi-
cials suggested his govern-
ment would not control the 
virus – comments seized on 
by challenger Joe biden.

“We’re absolutely round-
ing the corner,” said trump, 
denying he was giving up on 
the virus fight even as his 
country smashed its own 
dismal record for new daily 
cases on the weekend.

the World Health organi-
sation chief tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus warned 
“giving up on control” of the 
pandemic was “dangerous”.

Wall Street had its worst 
session in weeks on Monday, 
driven by spiking virus cases 
globally that could mean new 
business-strangling contain-
ment measures, as well as the 
worsening prospects of new 
stimulus for the US economy.

Despite months of arduous 
talks, there appears to be lit-
tle chance republicans and 
Democrats will hammer out 
a rescue deal to help cash-
strapped US citizens before 
the November 3 election, 
with both sides blaming the 
other for the impasse. AFP

Italian police officers stand in front of a wheelie-bin on fire during a protest in downtown Turin. AFP

cHINA will impose sanctions 
on US companies participating 
in a recent arms sale to taiwan 
as well as US individuals and en-
tities that have played a negative 
role during the process, Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs spokesman 
Zhao Lijian said on Monday.

the companies include 
Lockheed Martin, boeing De-
fense and raytheon, he said.

“In order to safeguard our 
national interests, china de-
cided to take necessary mea-
sures,” Zhao told reporters at 
a news briefing in beijing.

Last week, the US State De-
partment approved the po-
tential sale of three weapons 
systems to taiwan, including 
sensors, missiles and artillery 
valued at $1.8 billion.

Zhao said: “As china has 
said many times, the US seri-
ously violated the one-china 
principle and the provisions 
of the three china-US joint 
communiques and seriously 
undermined china’s sover-
eignty and security interests 
by selling arms to taiwan.”

china firmly opposes and 
strongly condemns it, he 
added, urging the US to stop 
arms sales and to end its mili-
tary ties with taiwan.

In another development, 

Zhao announced on Monday 
that china would take counter-
measures against six US media 
organisations after Washing-
ton listed six chinese media 
outlets as “foreign missions”.

china demands that the 
china-based branches of the 
American broadcasting cor-
poration (Abc), the Los An-
geles times, Minnesota Public 
radio, the bureau of National 
Affairs, Newsweek and Feature 
Story News submit in writing 
information about their staff, 
finances, operations and real 
estate in china within seven 
calendar days from Monday, 
Zhao said in a statement.

He said china is compelled 
to take such necessary and 
reciprocal countermeasures, 
which are legitimate and justi-
fied self-defence, in response 
to the unreasonable US op-
pression against chinese me-
dia organisations in the US.

china urges the US to im-
mediately correct its mistake 
and cease its political oppres-
sion and arbitrary restrictions 
on chinese media outlets, he 
said, adding that if the US con-
tinues to take the wrong path, 
china will definitely take fur-
ther countermeasures. CHINA 

DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

china says will sanction 
US firms over arms sale

barrett confirmed to US top court
tHe US Senate confirmed conservative 
jurist Amy coney barrett as the Supreme 
court’s newest justice on Monday, deliver-
ing President Donald trump a landmark 
win just eight days before the election.

the deeply divided chamber voted 
52 to 48, largely along party lines in the 
republican-controlled Senate, mak-
ing barrett the third trump nominee to 
reach the high court and cementing a 
six-to-three conservative majority.

republican lawmakers broke into ap-
plause as the tally was read out, and the 
White House is also expected to celebrate 
the confirmation in the final run-up to the 
November 3 election, in which more than 
60 million US citizens have already voted.

Immediately after the vote the White 
House announced that trump would attend 
a “swearing-in ceremony” for barrett on the 
mansion’s South Lawn, where she will take 
an oath to uphold the US constitution.

chief Justice John roberts will admin-
ister the judicial oath on tuesday at the 
Supreme court, formally inaugurating 
her term on the bench.

barrett, a 48-year-old religious conserva-
tive, replaces late justice ruth bader Gins-
burg, the liberal icon and women’s rights ad-
vocate who died on September 18 at age 87.

the process to nominate and confirm 
barrett was among the most contentious 
in memory, coming as it did so close to a 
presidential election.

Democrats have argued that republi-
cans hypocritically backed barrett’s nomi-
nation just 38 days before the election, de-
spite refusing to hold hearings for barack 

obama’s nominee in 2016 after he nomi-
nated Merrick Garland to fill a vacant seat 
a full eight months before that year’s vote.

“You may win this vote . . . but you will 
never ever get your credibility back,” 
Senate Minority Leader chuck Schumer, 
addressing his republican colleagues, 
said in a withering floor speech.

“In the process, you will speed the 
precipitous decline of faith in our insti-
tutions, our politics, the Senate and the 
Supreme court,” he added.

“You will give an already divided na-
tion a fresh outrage.”

While Democrats warn that barrett 
could vote to gut the Affordable care Act 
and perhaps overturn the landmark 1973 
decision protecting abortion rights, Sen-
ate Majority Leader Mitch Mcconnell 
said she had shown a “total and com-
plete commitment to impartiality”.

“You can’t win ‘em all,” he said to 
Democrats, “and elections have conse-
quences”. AFP

The process to nominate and confirm Amy Coney Barrett was among the most contentious in 
memory, coming as it did so close to a presidential election. AFP



THE Indonesian government 
has identified the develop-
ment of coastal reservoirs as a 
potential means of providing 
water for the public, as a grow-
ing population, coupled with 
threats posed by climate 
change, could strain the exist-
ing water supplies in densely 
populated areas.

A coastal reservoir is a type 
of reservoir to store fresh water 
located on the coastline near 
a river delta. The Netherlands, 
Singapore and Hong Kong are 
among countries and territo-
ries that have long used coast-
al reservoirs to bulk up their 
freshwater supply.

Minister of National Devel-
opment Planning Suharso 
Monoarfa emphasised the 
importance of improving 
water security in Java, the 
country’s most densely popu-
lated island, saying that high 
water demand as a result of a 
rapidly increasing population 
“put a lot of stress” on many 
river basins across Java.

He said on Monday: “Six 
river basins are experiencing 
water deficits ranging between 
10 and 70 cubic metres per 
second. Furthermore, five 
urban agglomerations in 
northern Java will experience 
a water deficit of 163 cubic 
metres per second in 2024.”

Citing a World Research Insti-
tute (WRI) projection, he said 
that Java would face high water 
stress in 2040, meaning that 
more water users would com-
pete for a limited supply of water. 
Suharso also predicted that 
coastal flooding would occur 
more frequently and severely 
because of land subsidence.

He considered developing 
coastal reservoirs an ideal 
solution in areas as densely 
populated as Java given that 
their development would not 
use up existing land.

Suharso said: “Increasing 
water storage capacity is a 
must in addressing water 
shortages in Java, but the con-
struction of water storage 
[facilities] on land is con-
strained by land availability.

“Therefore, the second genera-
tion of coastal reservoirs is 
expected to be a solution to the 
water shortage and coastal flood-
ing on the north coast of Java.”

The National Development 
Planning Agency (Bappenas) has 
listed northern Java’s integrated 
coastal development as one of 
the key priorities in the 2020-
2024 National Medium-Term 
Development Plan (RPJMN).

The programme is intended 
to tackle land subsidence and 
coastal flooding, as well as to 
improve water supply and 

wastewater processing in Java, 
home to 56 per cent of the 
population of the country.

It includes a plan to install 
104 devices to monitor land 
subsidence and to build 100 
water quality monitoring sta-
tions and domestic wastewa-
ter treatment plants, accord-
ing to Suharso.

He, however, did not elabo-
rate on the cost nor the target 
date for its completion.

Bappenas director for irriga-
tion Abdul Malik Sadat Idris said 
increasing water storage capac-
ity was also critical, considering 
a projection that showed the 
Greater Jakarta area could face 
a 355.3 million cubic metre 
water deficit by 2030.

He said the agency had already 
planned the development of 
some coastal reservoirs in the 

northern coastline of Java that 
were expected to help improve 
connectivity on the island.

Abdul said: “We plan to add 
coastal reservoirs and integrate 
[them] with the current develop-
ment in the mainland of Java.

“We hope such a facility will 
also serve to connect with eco-
nomic centres or other exist-
ing infrastructure, and also to 
become an area that is water 
and energy self-sufficient.”

He cited an example of a pro-
posed plan to build a coastal 
reservoir in Semarang, Central 
Java, which will also become 
part of the Semarang-Demak 
toll road. Bappenas, he said, was 
still studying the proposal initi-
ated by the toll road operator.

Bappenas has identified six 
areas across the northern 
coastline of Java as the poten-

tial locations for coastal reser-
voirs – the estuaries of the 
Cisadane, Citarum, Sayung, 
Bengawan Solo and Brantas 
rivers, as well as Pekalongan, a 
coastal region in Central Java.

Indratmo Soekarno, civil 
engineering professor at the 
Bandung Institute of Technol-
ogy (ITB), said the government 
could also learn from past 
experience in constructing the 
Duriangkang coastal reservoir 
in Batam, Riau Islands – the 
first coastal reservoir the gov-
ernment built in 1995.

“Indonesia has enough 
experience with Duriang-
kang,” Indratmo said. “Because 
of the construction of this res-
ervoir, Batam Island has a sup-
ply of good quality fresh water 
almost 24 hours a day.” THE 

JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Thai borders 
prepared for 
exodus from 
Myanmar
SECURITY at Thailand-Myan-
mar border checkpoints has 
been tightened as it is believed 
that more than 2,000 foreign-
ers in Myanmar whose visa has 
expired may flee to Thailand.

Myanmar officials informed 
their Thai counterparts on 
Monday that foreigners who 
have invested in casinos and 
other entertainment busi-
nesses whose visa has expired 
may enter Thailand’s Tak prov-
ince via the Moei River.

Up to 1,914 Chinese nation-
als, 34 Vietnamese, eight 
Malaysians, four Filipinos, two 
Taiwanese, two Cambodian, 
two Laotians and one Austral-
ian are expected to hop across 
the border.

Three Chinese people were 
recently arrested trying to cross 
into Thailand via Mae Sot dis-
trict. They had about eight mil-
lion baht ($260,000) in cash and 
had reportedly contacted 
agents in Thailand to help them 
cross the border.

Security at all border check-
points has had to be height-
ened to support the Ministry of 
Public Health Ministry attempt 
to stop Covid-19 infections 
being brought in from Myan-
mar, where the pandemic is at 
a critical level. THE NATION (THAI-

LAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

VN braces for Molave, to move 1.3M people
P

RIME Minister Nguy-
en Xuan Phuc on 
Monday has request-
ed ministries, agen-

cies and localities to prepare 
for tropical Storm Molave, the 
ninth storm of this year and 
the fourth within a month, 
given the likelihood of it hit-
ting central Vietnam.

To prepare for the storm, 
Phuc asked localities to im-
plement official emergency 
response measures.

“We cannot let our guard 
down,” the prime minister stat-
ed during an online meeting 
held on Monday with agencies 
and provinces to discuss ways 
to prevent damage caused by 
the storm and floods.

Rescue workers in flood-
hit areas in the central region 
would remain on alert and 
continue searching for miss-
ing people.

Phuc said: “Saving people is 
the most important thing.”

Local authorities should in-
struct fishing vessels to dock 
in safe locations, while fish-
ermen should head inland to 
avoid the storm, he added.

Localities also needed to 
evacuate lowland and coastal 
areas due to the risk of strong 
waves, and ensure the safety 
of dykes, dams and other ir-
rigation systems.

To prepare for the storm, 
Phuc asked the National 
Centre for Hydro-Meteoro-
logical Forecasting to provide 
prompt updates to relevant 
agencies and media sources.

The Ministry of Information 
and Communications, Viet-

nam Television, the Voice of 
Vietnam, and all media agen-
cies were asked to regularly 
update forecasts, warnings 
and instructions.

Phuc requested the Na-
tional Committee for Search 
and Rescue and the Ministry 
of Defence and other forces 
to be ready to help localities 
with search and rescue mis-
sions if needed.

Helicopters, tanks and 
other vehicles would be de-

ployed if people were trapped 
or threatened by the storm, 
he said.

The electricity industry was 
asked to ensure power after 
the storm, while the transport 
sector was instructed to keep 
traffic running smoothly.

According to the Central 
Steering Committee for Natu-
ral Disaster Prevention and 
Control, Storm Molave was as 
strong as Storm Damrey that 
hit in 2017, causing serious 

damage to people, property 
and infrastructure, with more 
than 100 people killed and tens 
of trillions of dong in damage.

According to the com-
mittee, 25,063 vessels from 
Thua Thien-Hue to Khanh 
Hoa could be affected by 
the storm, while 14,063ha of 
aquaculture and 178,938 fish 
cages were also in its path.

The committee also said 
that reservoirs and dykes 
must be monitored from Thua 

Thien-Hue to Ninh Thuan.
Border guards and fisher-

ies agencies have informed 
289,298 people on 59,477 
vessels about the storm and 
instructed them to keep away 
from possibly affected areas.

The National Centre for 
Hydro-Meteorological Forecast 
said that on Monday morning, 
Storm Molave had entered the 
East Sea (South China Sea).

The eye of the storm is fore-
cast to be between Danang 

and Phu Yen on october 28, 
with wind speeds gusting up 
to 183km/h.

Nearly 1.3 million people are 
likely to be moved to safe areas.

The provinces of Nghe An, 
Ha Tinh, Quang Tri, Quang 
Ngai, Khanh Hoa and Ninh 
Thuan have been instructed 
to keep boats informed of the 
direction of the storm.

Mai Van Khiem, director of 
the centre, said it was going to 
be a severe storm.

Waves of 8-10m were forecast 
at sea, with breakers of 5-7m 
high in coastal areas from Da-
nang to Phu Yen province. Sea 
levels were also expected to 
rise by 1m from Quang Nam to 
Binh Dinh provinces.

The centre also warned that 
from october 27 to 29, heavy 
rain would hit central provinc-
es, with 200-350mm falling.

The storm could also com-
bine with a cold front that could 
cause lasting heavy rain in 
northern and central regions.

The provinces of Nghe An, 
Ha Tinh and Quang Bình were 
predicted see over 500mm.

As a result, mountainous ar-
eas in the northern central re-
gion would be at very high risk 
of flash floods and landslides.

It is forecasted that in the 
next 24 hours, the storm 
would continue moving west 
at a speed of 20-25km/h as it 
grew in strength.

By 7pm on Tuesday, the 
storm was forecast to be 
about 13.7 degrees north lati-
tude and 115.0 degrees east 
longitude. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

The Ke Go reservoir in Ha Tinh in central Vietnam starts to discharge water on Monday in preparation for downpour brought by the incoming 
typhoon. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

Indonesia’s Java could face high water stress in 2040, meaning that more water users would compete for a 
limited supply of water. ANTARA/THE JAKARTA POST

Indonesia: Coastal 
reservoirs could 
solve water issues
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Opinion

A
S tHe present 
world order weak-
ens, the mega con-
frontations have 

appeared more likely: on its 
post-Soviet revival quest, 
russia becomes increasingly 
assertive in euro-Mediterra-
nean theatre and beyond. 
the Sino-US relations are 
increasingly adversarial, with 
escalating frictions over 
trade, advanced technology, 
human rights, and global 
strategic influence. 

currently, both sides – as 
president of the US council of 
Foreign relations richard 
Haass states – “are developing 
scenarios for a possible war”. 
the two countries’ rhetoric 
has grown so hostile that its 
speed and severity is unprec-
edented for the post-World 
War II period, rather belong-
ing to the forgotten vocabu-
lary of 1910s and 1930s. 

(For example, referring to 
china as a “country of kung 
flu” or to the US as a “trigger 
happy nation”; calling the 
SArS-coV-2 coronavirus 
“china virus” or “US Army 
brought pathogen”; china’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
spokesman referring to the 
US leadership as “elements 
deluded by the capitol Hill 
metastasis” while the US 
state secretary calls the chi-
nese communist Party 
“rogue actor” and then in 
return the US’ Pompeo gets 
proclaimed as “the public 
enemy of mankind” just to 
name but few from the long 
list of heavy verbal fire 
exchanges between the two.) 

Strategic decoupling 
between the biggest manu-
facturer of US goods, china, 
and its largest consumer, the 
US, seems inevitable. It also 
appears increasingly irreversi-
ble, no matter if the change of 
leaders in beijing or in Wash-
ington may or may not hap-
pen beyond 2020. this will of 
course trigger a global rea-
lignment and new fragilities 
on a default lines on land and 
seas, in skies, cyberspace and 
near outer space. 

It was expected that by the 
end of 2020s, Asian econo-

mies will be larger than the 
rest of world’s economies 
combined. of course, that 
was only a prediction made 
before covid-19 and the sud-
den Sino-US rift. or this was 
the origin of that rift? It is still 
to be seen. 

Past the demise of global 
communism, many in Asia 
enjoyed for decades, the best 
of both worlds: cheap prod-
ucts from china and the mili-
tary protection (or at least an 
implicit security guaranty) 
from the US, nearly for free. 
this especially goes to the 
Southeast Asia (formerly rep-
resenting the mayor Asian 
default line), large sways of 
South Asia and the Far east. 

the imposed re-alignment 
will hit them particularly hard 
– from a prosperous meeting 
point of goods, cultures and 
ideas to the politico-military 
default lines. this painful 
readjustment may last for 
decades to come. opting for 
either side will not only 
impact economy trade and 
security but will also deter-
mine a health of population 
and societal model, too.

Unprepared and unwilling 
for “either-or”, Asia missed to 
build what I called for, for over 
a decade – a comprehensive 
cross-continental security set-
ting (the pan-Asian organisa-
tion for Security and coopera-
tion in europe).

the inland gigademogra-

phy, inward looking culture, 
obedient imitator, humble 
manufacturer en masse – 
overnight presses globally 
and over the sea lanes: From 
diligent labourer to the 
omnipresent global power. In 
the grand rapprochement of 
the 1970s, the coastal areas of 
china have been identified 
by the West as its own indus-
trial suburbia, and now that 
“suburbia” has a coherent 
planetary plan. the shock-
waves swept all in the West. 

the US – after its initial 
hangover – undergoes a pain-

ful adjustment: there is a 
growing consensus among all 
stakeholders in Washington 
that the strategic engagement 
is a failed policy with beijing – 
something that obviously did 
not preserve the US interests. 
china is not a dangerous 
(trade) rival, it is a foe. 

All this will now seek for the 
binary acclamation all over 
the rest of Asia. time of 
“either-with-us-or-against-
us” comes and Asia does not 
have its third way readily pre-
pared to offer but only align-
ment with one or the other – 
reminiscence of the 

pre-World War I europe with 
the two rigid blocks.

beyond the Sino-world, the 
rest of Asia is also dominated 
by megademographies, 
brewing social mobilisations, 
expectations and migrations, 
inward looking regressive 
political culture (often lack-
ing the world-view perspec-
tives and contributions), 
insecure nuclear powers, and 
history of rather hierarchical 
international conduct and 
architecture than of a multi-
vector vibrant active foreign 
policy (bandwagoning 

instead of multilateralism). 
All this necessitates South-

east Asia to revisit the funda-
mentals of and reload ASeAN, 
but even more to rethink and 
reinvigorate the best of the 
Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM) which saved the world 
from the past irresponsibili-
ties and frictions of the two 
confronted blocks that con-
tested each other all over the 
globe for decades. 

case of the eU – ASeAN 
twin sister – is indicative: At 
present, the eU is destructive 
in the Middle east and North 
Africa, dismissive with rus-

sia, neuralgic on turkey and 
post-Yugoslav space, obedi-
ent to china and submissive 
to the US. None of it serves 
interest of europe on a long 
run. 

However, realities are 
plain to see: the Middle east 
seeks for consolidation, rus-
sia for cooperation, china 
for domination and the US 
for isolation. Judging the 
(in)action of the current 
commission, seems the eU 
do not grasp it well. there-
fore, it losses its appeal, and 
tomorrow it may its sub-
stance with overall brainxit. 

ASeAN should desirably 
learn from its twin’s, not from 
its own, mistake: the Indo-
Pacific, “the Quad”, initiative 
is not a viable policy 
response to the age of global 
realignment. It is rather a 
panicking tactics of imperial 
retreat (seen in the past with 
the “coalition of the willing”) 
in lieu of the long-term prin-
ciples shouldering the skill-
fully calibrated strategic and 
emancipatory orientation. 

Indonesia and other 
ASeAN member states 
should not exhaust its entire 
foreign policy intellectualism 
on that. A host of historic 
south-south summit of 1956, 
champion of true multilater-
alism and founding member 
of NAM should not peripher-
ies itself and Southeast Asia 
by becoming a default, Magi-
not Line but should lead a 
reinvigorated third way. 

between confrontation and 
bandwagoning, it is time for 
a true multilateralism (active 
and peaceful coexistence 
postulated by the NAM). the 
Movement gave for so many 
and for so long a security 
shelter and voice above 
weight, sense of civilisational 
purpose, and promising 
future prospect on the plane-
tary quest for a self-realisa-
tion of mankind. 

confrontation is what you 
get, and cooperation is what 
you are fighting for. Good 
morning ASeAN. THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK 

The writer is professor and editor 
of the New York-based Geopolitics, 
History and International Relations 
journal, and editorial board member 
of several similar specialised maga-
zines on three continents.

opinion
Anis H Bajrektarevic

ASEAN at crossroads – NAM 
has no alternative

ASEAN should desirably learn from the EU’s mistake – the Indo-Pacific, ‘The Quad’, initiative is not a viable 
policy response to the age of global realignment. pIXABAY

confrontation is what you 
get, and cooperation is what 

you are fighting for. 
Good morning ASEAN
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I
N A barren village where trees 
and plants wither under the 
hot sun, a lone girl decides 
to make a change and plant a 

tree. It also withers at first, but the 
heroine of the short film perseveres, 
building a small shelter for the seed-
ling to support it.

Pleased with the results, she makes 
it her mission to educate the com-
munity about the endless benefits 
of planting trees.

Slowly but surely, the teacher’s 
message spreads and children start 
gathering to plant their seedlings. 
The teacher glows with hope as the 
village fills with trees and flowers. 
Butterflies appear in the village and 
fish swim in a lotus-filled pond.

The colourful animation ends with 
the message: “Today for tomorrow, 
and tomorrow for the future”.

Today for Tomorrow was created 
by a team of Cambodian animators 
called Color Wheel and it beat out 20 
other animations to take home the 
top prize at the 7th Cambodia Digi-
Con6 contest organised by National 
Television of Cambodia (TVK) on 
August 29.

Color Wheel consists of two mem-
bers – Peth Char, who is in charge of 
graphic design and colouring and 
Sela Vicheth, who works on anima-
tion.

Today for Tomorrow was the team’s 
first-ever submission to a competi-
tion and the two were ecstatic to win 
so early in their careers.

Char tells The Post: “Today for To-
morrow was produced to promote a 
love for nature. We aim to encourage 
everyone to plant trees. I think each 
person should plant at least one tree 
in his life.

“Additionally, the animation shows 
the solidarity and harmony between 
people and animals in the social en-

vironment.” 
Char says planting trees is one of 

the most effective methods for tack-
ling climate change and improving 
the planet’s environment.

Going global
Char and Vicheth will represent 

Cambodia at the 22nd DigiCon6 ASIA 
Awards which will be organised and 
hosted by Tokyo Broadcasting System 
Holdings Inc (TBS) on November 28 
at Marunouchi Hall in Tokyo.

Last year, at the 21st DigiCon6 
ASIA Awards held in Hong Kong, 
Point Five Creations, an animation 
team from Hong Kong, won the 
grand prize for its Another World 
submission.

Cambodia was represented at the 
show by 22-year-old transgender 
woman Koa Senghuo, who won 
Cambodia’s DigiCon6 contest with 
her video submission entitled Col-
ors.  In the short film, she promoted 
the fair treatment of the LGBTQ+ 
community.

This year, 16 participants from 

countries across Asia will compete 
for the top prize.

While preparing for the interna-
tional contest, Char says: “Winning 
the national contest is a break-
through for us to get acknowledge-
ment for our work. It’s a new expe-
rience to be winning and we will 
try our best to improve what we’re 
lacking in our animation based on 
the comments from the evaluation 
committee and the public.

“Listening to the comments and 
reflecting on what we’ve done, we 
can complete our animation in bet-
ter quality.”

Celebrating Cambodian creativity
After winning the 7th Cambo-

dia DigiCon6 contest, Color Wheel 
started planning its next animated 
educational short film for children.

Vicheth says: “We already planned 
to produce a series of short educa-
tional animations, especially for a 
young Khmer audience. It will be 
filled with good lessons for our chil-
dren.”

Colour Wheel received 1.2 million 
riel ($300) for winning Cambodia 
DigiCon6’s top prize and an addi-
tional 40,000 riel from Minister of 
Information Khieu Kanharith. 

Four other teams at the national 
competition won awards in dif-
ferent categories with each taking 
home 40,000 riel and another 20,000 
riel from the information minister.

The three-member team Kidoza 
won the Popularity Award for their 
short film, The Consequence.

Long Kimheng won the Best Script 
Award for his short video entitled A 
Love of Mother.

The Manga Khmer team won The 
Idea Award for its short film The Box. 

Tep Rokakha won the Best Picture 
Award and was produced by a team 
of recent graduates also called Tep 
Rokakha.

Khom Chomrong, a member of 
the Tep Rokakha team who spent 
three years studying animation, 
says: “I felt very excited to join the 
national competition at TVK and  
win the Best Picture Award.

“I would like to thank Phare Phon-
leu Selapak and our teachers for 
helping me make it here. I really ap-
preciate the organisers too because 
the contest gave me an opportunity 
to showcase my skills after I gradu-
ated.”

Pang Chamnan, the chief organis-
er of Cambodia DigiCon6, tells The 
Post: “With support from the Minis-
try of Information and TVK, we were 
able to host the 7th DigiCon6 2020 
contest for younger artists who are 
skilled in animation production.

“The winners this year will be 
heading to Japan for the 22nd Digi-
Con6 ASIA Awards hosted by TBS 
television. It is the biggest contest 
for short animations in Asia and it 
is a time to showcase the ideas and 
achievements of Asian people.”

He says Cambodia is full of talented 
video creators and he hopes to see 
more people submit videos next year.

To view the animations submitted 
to this year’s regional contest, visit 
the video section of Cambodia Digi-
Con6’s Facebook page.
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creativity & Innovation

Today for Tomorrow focuses on one villager’s mission to spruce up her home by planting trees and encouraging others to do the same. supplied

The heroine in the story teaches her community to care for the environment. supplied Sela Vicheth (far left) and Peth Char (white shirt) at Cambodia DigiCon6. supplied

Local animators go for gold in Japan
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t
Here may be far 
more water on the 
Moon than previously 
thought, according to 

two studies published Monday 
raising the tantalising pros-
pect that astronauts on future 
space missions could find re-
freshment – and maybe even 
fuel – on the lunar surface. 

the Moon was believed to be 
bone dry until around a decade 
ago, when a series of findings 
suggested that our nearest ce-
lestial neighbour had traces of 
water ice in permanently-shad-
owed craters at its polar regions. 

two new studies published 
in Nature Astronomy on Mon-
day suggest water could be 
even more widespread, in-
cluding the first confirmation 
that it is present even in easi-
er-to-access sunlit areas.   

If this water could be extract-
ed, it could give astronauts trav-
elling to the Moon and beyond 
access to drinking water. they 
might even be able to split the 
molecules to make rocket fuel. 

that is of particular interest 
to Nasa, which is planning a 
human mission to the Moon in 
2024 and wants to build a sus-
tainable presence there by the 
end of the decade to prepare 
for onward travel to Mars.

the new study was able to 
“unambiguously” distinguish 
the spectral fingerprint of mo-
lecular water in a sunlit area, 
said lead author casey Honni-

ball, of the Hawaii Institute of 
Geophysics and Planetology.

“If we find the water is 
abundant enough in certain 
locations we may be able to 
use it as a resource for human 
exploration,” Honniball, who 
is also a postdoctoral fellow at 
Nasa’s Goddard Space Flight 
center, told AFP. 

Previous research has found 
indications of water on the sunlit 
surface – but these were unable 
to distinguish between water 
(H2o) and hydroxyl, a molecule 
made up of one hydrogen atom 
and one oxygen atom that is a 
common drain cleaner on earth.  

Using data from the Strato-
spheric observatory for Infrared 
Astronomy (SoFIA) Airborne 
telescope, researchers used a 
more precise wavelength than 
had been used before – six mi-
crons instead of three.

they found a water con-
centration of about 100 to 400 
parts per million at clavius 
crater, one of the largest to be 
visible from earth. 

“that’s roughly equivalent to 
a 12 ounce [350 millilitre] bottle 
of water within a cubic metre of 
volume of lunar soil,” Honniball 
said in a Nasa press conference.

these are not “puddles of 
water”, she stressed, but scat-
tered molecules that do not 
form ice or liquid water. 

researchers believe they orig-
inate from solar winds or micro-
meteorites and think they might 

either be trapped in beads of 
glass or within the grains of the 
lunar surface to protect them 
from the harsh atmosphere.  

‘Tiny shadows’
In the second study, re-

searchers looked at the Moon’s 
polar regions, where water ice 
has been detected in lunar cra-
ters that never see sunlight.  

Nasa in 2009 found water 
crystals in a deep crater near 
the Moon’s southern pole. 

but the new study found 
evidence of billions of micro-
craters that could each cradle 
a miniscule amount of ice.

“If you were standing on the 
Moon near one of the poles, 
you would see a whole ‘gal-
axy’ of little shadows speckled 
across the surface,” said lead 
author Paul Hayne of the De-
partment of Astrophysics at 
the University of colorado.  

“each of these tiny shadows 
– most of them smaller than 
a coin – would be extremely 
cold, and most of them cold 
enough to harbour ice.” 

this “suggests that water 
could be much more wide-
spread on the Moon than pre-
viously thought”, Hayne said.

the authors say this could 
mean that about 40,000sq km 
of the lunar surface has the ca-
pacity to trap water.

they were able to recon-
struct the size and distribu-
tion of these little craters using 

high-resolution images and 
lunar temperature measure-
ments taken from NASA’s Lu-
nar reconnaissance orbiter. 

the micro-craters should 
be as cold – around -160 de-
grees celsius – as the larger, 
kilometre-scale lunar hollows, 
Hayne said, adding that there 
are “tens of billions” of them. 

Deep space exploration
Samples from these cold 

traps could tell us more about 
how the Moon – and even earth 
– got its water, Hayne said, per-
haps providing evidence of wa-
ter delivered by asteroids, com-
ets and the solar wind. 

Jacob bleacher, chief explo-
ration scientist for Nasa’s Hu-
man exploration and opera-
tions Mission Directorate, said 
it was crucial to find out more 
about where the water came 
from and how accessible it is.

“Water is extremely critical 
for deep space exploration. It’s 
a resource of direct value for 
our astronauts,” he told report-
ers, adding it was heavy and 
therefore expensive to take 
from earth. 

“Anytime we don’t need to 
pack water for our trip, we 
have an opportunity to take 
other useful items with us, for 
instance payloads to do more 
science.” afp

Moon richer in water 
than once thought

The Moon was believed to be bone dry until about a decade ago. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Chose (with “for”)
  6 Do finger painting
 11 Masseuse employer
 14 Jumped to one’s feet
 15 ___-cochere (carriage entrance)
 16 Horse’s morsel
 17 Spans for pedestrians only
 19 Lennon’s wife
 20 “... in ___-horse open sleigh”
 21 Communion plate
 23 Braque and Picasso
 27 Carnal
 29 Makes amends
 30 Scottish bays
 31 Lowly, unskilled workers
 32 Word before “face” or “time”
 34 Slithery Egyptian
 37 Dinner scraps
 38 Photo session
 39 Little kid
 40 Zilch
 41 Got to one’s feet
 42 Actor Charlie or Martin
 43 Type of alcohol
 45 Like a wasteland

 46 Cause of hay fever
 48 Masters locale
 49 Bright star in Perseus
 50 Beige hue
 51 Busy insect
 52 Colgate and Crest
 59 Prickly seed casing
 60 Provide, as with a quality
 61 Christopher of “Superman”
 62 “___ none of your business”
 63 Overhauled
 64 Baby boobook
DOWN
  1 Churl
  2 Con’s counterpart
  3 Also
  4 What means the most at the end?
  5 Lowers in dignity
  6 Rotates
  7 Pie a la ___
  8 A little energy
  9 Broke a fast
 10 Aretha Franklin classic
 11 Fortune-tellers
 12 “Doonesbury” segment
 13 Lack of muscle tone
 18 Decays

 22 Burning remnant
 23 Dinner fowl, sometimes
 24 Where humans evolve?
 25 Prohibition flouters
 26 Weary travelers’ stopovers
 27 Noah’s challenge
 28 See 1-Down
 32 Get ___ of (obtain), slangily
 33 Hiss alternative
 35 Clay target
 36 Philadelphia’s state (Abbr.)
 38 Eyelid problem
 39 Drive-___ window
 41 Refuge from a storm
 42 Giant cactus
 44 Love-seat capacity
 45 Pat on the back, as a baby
 46 Bar mitzvah presider
 47 Alaska native
 48 Felt sore
 50 Fancy little purse
 53 Sawbuck fraction
 54 Peculiar
 55 Baste
 56 ___ Aviv
 57 Holiday brink
 58 Complete collection

“GIVE A HOOT” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

W
ItH more than 
€1.3 billion 
($1.5 billion) in 
sales last year 

on its platform and a new ac-
quisition under its belt, sec-
ond-hand clothes innovator 
Vinted believes it is starting 
to scare fashion retailers – for 
the good of the planet.

the group, founded in eU 
member Lithuania and a 
standard-bearer of the so-
called “circular economy”, 
announced a new takeover 
on tuesday of a Dutch com-
petitor, United Wardrobe, for 
an undisclosed sum.

once completed, the 
merged group says it will 
bring together 34 million us-
ers who buy and sell clothing 
online – from vintage to de-
signer labels, as well as used 
high-street brands at knock-

down prices.
Vinted chief executive 

thomas Plantenga said the 
acquisition would “help us 
accelerate faster within eu-
rope and I think that people 
who are trying to grow the 
new sales of fashion are afraid 
of us. I think that’s great.”

the company’s philosophy 
is that the fashion industry, 
long criticised by environ-
mentalists for encouraging 
excessive consumption and 
producing waste, “needs to 
change . . . needs to be more 
circular and that will benefit 
society,” Plantenga told AFP.

the group became Lithu-
ania’s first tech unicorn in 
November 2019 – an industry 
term for a start-up valued at 
more than $1.0 billion.

It raised €128 million from 
investors in a funding round 

that it said would allow it to 
double its then 300-strong 
staff and fund acquisitions.  

this year’s coronavirus-
related lockdowns in major 
european markets such as 
France and Spain dealt a se-
vere economic blow when 
the group was forced to shut 
down its operations. 

but Vinted believes it is 
well-placed to benefit from 
long-term trends driven by 
young, more environmentally 
conscious consumers shun-
ning established retailers and 
so-called “fast fashion”.

And difficult economic con-
ditions in europe could lead 
more consumers to clear out 
their wardrobes to raise some 
money – the original idea of 
founders Justas Janauskas 
and Milda Mitkute who start-
ed the site in 2008. AFP

A Philippine police officer was 
killed during a raid on an ille-
gal cockfight after a rooster’s 
blade sliced his femoral ar-
tery, an official said tuesday.

cockfighting is a popular 
blood sport in the archipel-
ago where money is bet on 
the outcome of a fight – often 
to the death – between two 
colourful birds armed with 
bladed spurs.

It has been banned along 
with other sporting and cul-
tural events during the coro-
navirus pandemic to prevent 
large crowds from gathering 
and spreading the contagion.   

Monday’s freak accident in 
the central province of North-
ern Samar happened when 
Lieutenant christian bolok 
picked up a fighting cock as 
he gathered evidence of the 
unlawful event. 

Its blade struck his left thigh 
and he bled to death, provin-

cial police chief colonel Arnel 
Apud told AFP.

“It was an unfortunate ac-
cident and a piece of bad luck 
that I cannot explain,” Apud 
said.

“I could not believe it when 
it was first reported to me. 
this is the first time in my 

25 years as a policeman that 
I lost a man due to a fighting 
cock’s spur.” 

three people were arrested 
and two fighting cocks seized 
along with two sets of spurs 
in the raid in San Jose town 
where bolok was the police 
chief, Apud added. AFP

Second-hand website 
Vinted happy to scare 
old-school retailers

Fighting cock kills police 
chief in Philippine raid

Lithuanian start-up Vinted is banking on a sea change in consumer mindsets about the economics and         
environmental impacts of fashion. AFP

Spurs are often affixed to roosters’ legs as an extra weapon for       
cockfighting. AFP
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ronaldo-less Juve 
confident prior to 
barca, Messi clash
A

NDreA Pirlo sees posi-
tives despite preparing 
for his biggest match 
since taking over as 

Juventus coach with covid-19 
-stricken cristiano ronaldo in 
doubt against Lionel Messi’s 
barcelona in the champions 
League on Wednesday.

Pirlo took over after Mau-
rizio Sarri was sacked im-
mediately after Juventus’ last 
16 exit to Lyon in August, the 
veteran coach lamenting an-
other failure in a “competi-
tion cursed for Juve”.

the turin side have won the 
tournament twice, but not since 
1996. they have been runners-
up seven times, including twice 
in the last five years.

In fact, 41-year-old Pirlo’s 
last Juventus game as a player 
came in the 3-1 loss to barce-
lona in the 2015 champions 
League final.

Juventus signed Portuguese 
star ronaldo in 2018 with 
the aim of lifting the coveted 
european trophy, and his ab-
sence against Messi’s barce-
lona could weigh heavy.

the 35-year-old will need to 
test negative 24 hours before 
being allowed to feature in 
turin. the return at the camp 
Nou is on December 8.

“We miss him right now, 
of course,” said colombian 
teammate Juan cuadrado. 
“He’s a champion. In these 
very difficult matches, his 
strength, his mentality and 
his desire shine through.”

ronaldo scored three goals 
for Juventus in their first two 
league games, before con-
tracting the virus while on 
international duty.

even if Pirlo has yet to re-
cord a loss this season, Juven-
tus are fifth in Serie A, with 
three draws in five games.

“barcelona? It doesn’t 
worry me, they are two dif-
ferent matches,” said Pirlo 
after Sunday’s 1-1 stalemate 
against Hellas Verona.

“Verona play differently than 
barcelona, against teams that 
play like this you have to pre-
pare a certain type of match.

“We’re in the construction 
phase,” continued the novice 
coach. 

“We’re sorry to leave points 
on the road, but we are on the 
right path. We are building a 
long-term project. I only see 
positive things.” 

Pirlo’s main weapons in 
ronaldo’s absence have been 
Spanish forward Alvaro Mo-
rata, who scored both goals 

against Dynamo Kiev, and 
Swedish striker Dejan Kulu-
sevski, who rescued the point 
against Verona.

Former chelsea and real Ma-
drid player Morata returned to 
Juventus this season with Ku-
lusevski signed from Atalanta 
in January before being loaned 
back immediately to Parma.

the 20-year-old Swede was 
up and running immediately, 
scoring on his club debut in 
September and came off the 
bench to give Juventus the 
edge against Verona.

Pirlo has also been im-
pressed with how Paulo Dy-
bala performed “well above 
expectations,” in his seasonal 
debut against Verona after 
over three months out.

captain Giorgio chiellini’s 
presence is in doubt, with fellow 
defender Leonardo bonucci’s 
thigh strain being monitored, 
although Gianluca Frabotta, 
21, has stepped into the breach, 
with Alex Sandro also out.

“Seeing how we started the 
other championships, this 
start has been a bit slow,” said 
cuadrado of the nine-time 
reigning Italian champions.

“but we haven’t lost yet.”
both teams won their Group 

G openers with barcelona 

beating Hungarians Ferenc-
varos 5-1 and Juventus 2-0 at 
Dynamo Kiev.

Ronaldo v Messi 
If ronaldo misses his chance 

to line out on Wednesday he 
will have to wait until Decem-
ber to renew his rivalry with 
Argentine Messi.

they are the two greatest 
players of their generation with 
11 ballons d’or between them, 
and the two highest scorers in 
champions League history.

they have not faced off 
since the Portuguese super-

star left real Madrid for Ju-
ventus, and both are running 
out of time to win the cham-
pions League again.

Messi, now 33, has featured 
in four victorious campaigns, 
all with barcelona. 

ronaldo has won it five 
times, four with real Madrid 
and once with Manchester 
United.

ronaldo has 130 champi-
ons league goals, of which 
ten have been for Juventus, to 
Messi’s 116.

Messi has won 16 of their 
35 encounters to ronaldo’s 

10, with the remaining nine 
ending in draws. Messi has 
also scored 22 goals in those 
games to ronaldo’s 19.

the pair have only met five 
times in champions League 
games, most recently in the 
semi-final in 2011.

barcelona got the better of 
real Madrid with a 3-1 aggre-
gate win with Messi scoring 
twice in the first leg.

their most memorable 
clash was the 2009 champi-
ons League final when Messi 
scored as barcelona beat 
Manchester United 2-0. afp

Barcelona’s Lionel Messi (left) and Cristiano Ronaldo of Juventes could face off in a Champions League match 
on Wednesday if Ronaldo is back from his Covid-19 quarantine. afp

Wing and Camlife united to promote life insurance in Cambodia

Wing (Cambodia) Lim-
ited Specialised Bank, 
Cambodia’s leading 
mobile banking service 

provider and Cambodia Life insurance 
PLC. (Camlife), the Kingdom’s longest 
life insurance operator, renewed their 
commitment to extend financial 
protection to each Cambodian.
“Wing has integrated the mission 
of improving customer experience 
through digitalization and innovation 

into our corporate DnA,” said Manu 
Rajan, CEO of Wing. “We are keen 
to work with partners like Camlife 
who shares a similar vision as Wing 
in addressing the financial services 
and insurance needs of those millions 
of Cambodians who belong to the 
bottom of the income Pyramid and 
Socio-Economic Strata.”
“As a specialised bank, Wing has dili-
gently worked for the past 12 years 
to realize the vision of providing each 

Cambodian with convenient access to 
relevant mobile financial services and 
thereby improving lives across the 
Kingdom,” added Manu.
Camlife is among the most trusted 
insurance companies in the Kingdom. 
The firm became the very first life 
insurance company to open its doors 
in Cambodia in 2012.
Camlife has collaborated with Wing 
since 2014 to provide payment gate-
way for its clients to pay premium 

through Wing’s digital financial 
ecosystem.
“Under the same Royal group of 
Companies, Camlife and Wing are 
working to enhance cooperation 
to provide their clients to get and 
enjoy additional benefits from both 
companies. 
“i believe that we can move forward 
rapidly into the leading position by 
providing easy payment to our clients 
as well as widening life insurance 

products and services with abundant 
benefits to both clients.,” said Cam-
life’s CEO, Johnson Chai.
Wing has strived to use innovative 
digital financial services to boost 
financial inclusion in the country. 
Meanwhile, Camlife has a progres-
sive milestone of providing financial 
services to protect the well-being 
of Cambodian families by offering 
simple and affordable life insurance 
protection products. 

Wing and Camlife renew focus on life insurance
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Wing CEO Manu Rajan. SUPPlied Camlife’s CEO Johnson Chai.  SUPPlied
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Man Utd seek to end home curse 
o

Le Gunnar Solskjaer has 
stopped the rot at Man-
chester United but he 
must rediscover the win-

ning formula at home as he prepares 
for Wednesday’s visit of rb Leipzig 
in the champions League.

United’s collapse against tottenham 
in early october plunged the club back 
into crisis mode as the Norwegian 
scrambled to fix his broken defence.

the sense of panic has receded, 
with a 4-1 win at Newcastle followed 
by an impressive 2-1 away victory 
against Paris Saint-Germain in Unit-
ed’s european opener.

but the red Devils played out a 
drab 0-0 stalemate against chelsea 
at an empty old trafford at the week-
end, leaving them without a Premier 
League win at home this season.

Solskjaer’s team became the first 
United side since the 1972/73 sea-
son to fail to win any of their open-
ing three home league matches 
– leaving them languishing in the 
lower reaches of the table.

Despite the underwhelming re-
sult, the manager was sanguine 
after Saturday’s home draw, which 
came after an embarrassing 3-1 re-
verse against crystal Palace and the  
humiliating 6-1 thumping by tot-
tenham both at old trafford.

“We had a clean sheet, we had 
some pressure, we stopped the 
home run of defeats,” he said.

Away form
“We wanted to win, of course you 

want to win at home, but I think it’s a 
solid performance when you think of 
the week we’ve had. We’ve had a very 
good week with two wins and a draw.”

In sharp contrast to their poor 
home form, United have been genu-
inely impressive on the road. their 
eye-catching victory in Paris was 
their 10th consecutive away win, ex-
cluding games at neutral venues – a 
new club record.

Solskjaer has speculated that one 
reason for the drop-off in home 
form is the change of routine during 

the lockdown period. He is also des-
perate for the return of fans to add 
noise and colour.

the manager changed the pre-match 
routine before the chelsea game in an 
effort to turn round his side’s old traf-
ford fortunes, taking them to stay in a 
hotel the night before the game.

Despite United’s inconsistency, 
defender Luke Shaw believes they 

are heading the right direction.
“When we’re on the pitch now, it 

feels different to what it was before 
[at the start of the season]. before, we 
made a lot of sloppy, silly mistakes 
– individual mistakes – and I think 
we’ve learned from that and we’ve 
worked hard in training,” he said.

“We knew we needed to improve, 
and I think we need to build on 

this today [Saturday] and take it to 
Wednesday.”

Victory against the bundesliga 
leaders would put United in a strong 
position to finish in the top two in 
Group H, with a double-header to 
come between Leipzig and PSG.

but Julian Nagelsmann’s in-form 
team, who started their european 
campaign with a 2-0 win against Istan-
bul basaksehir, also have a chance to 
stamp their authority on the group.

Solskjaer must decide whether to 
stick or twist against the Germans, 
who reached the semi-finals of last 
season’s champions League.

He played a makeshift three-man 
central defence of Axel tuanzebe, Luke 
Shaw and Victor Lindelof in Paris, with 
Aaron Wan-bissaka and new signing 
Alex telles operating as wing-backs. 

but Solksjaer reverted to a back 
four against chelsea, with Harry 
Maguire, who endured a rocky start 
to the season on and off the pitch, 
back in the side.

Solskjaer also has decisions to 
make in midfield.

Scott Mctominay and Fred have 
started all three games since the in-
ternational break, with Paul Pogba 
coming on as a substitute each time 
to add forward thrust.

Solskjaer is spoilt for choice up 
front, with new signing edinson ca-
vani and Mason Greenwood in the 
mix and Anthony Martial available 
despite his domestic ban alongside 
Marcus rashford.

the Norwegian is becoming used 
to false dawns but a win against the 
German league leaders would be 
another sign that United might be 
heading in the right direction. afp

Hamilton’s win record keeps ‘GoAt’ debate raging
DAMoN Hill hailed Lewis 
Hamilton as the “GoAt” as he 
and Jackie Stewart led tributes 
on Monday following their 
compatriot’s record-breaking 
92nd win in Sunday’s Portu-
guese Grand Prix.

“Well I guess I can’t say I’ve 
beaten the best driver in F1 
anymore. I had a good run 
though. thanks @schumacher 
and welcome @LewisHamil-
ton. GoAt,” 1996 world cham-
pion Hill said on twitter.

Stewart was less effusive, 
referring to Hamilton’s 
“remarkable success” and 
“hugely impressive career”, 
but without declaring him one 
of the sport’s greatest drivers.

“He is undeniably one of the 
best athletes in history and an 
inspiration to so many young 
people,” he added, just weeks 
after excluding him from his 
leading all-time greatest F1 
drivers.

the comments provoked 
argument, not least because 
Hamilton’s statistical land-
mark of 92 wins is likely to be 
enlarged by him after passing 
seven-time world champion 
Michael  Schumacher’s 
14-year-old record of 91 wins.

He is also set to equal Schu-
macher’s haul of drivers’ titles 
this season and, in all likelihood, 

claim an eighth next year.
Stewart’s reluctance to 

include either Hamilton or 
Schumacher alongside his idols 
– Argentine Juan Manuel Fan-
gio and fellow Scot Jim clark – 
sparked widespread debate.

Few paddock observers 
agreed, but clues to Hamilton’s 
success since being beaten by 
team-mate Nico rosberg, were 
articulated late Sunday by the 
team’s track performance boss 
Andrew Shovlin and rival Max 
Verstappen of red bull.

Stewart, an admirer of Alain 
Prost’s ‘professorial’ style, has 
often said he values studied 
and well-prepared consistency 
and “smooth” driving above 
raw speed and aggression in 
his evaluations.

It is why he overlooked 
three-time world champion 
Ayrton Senna, Schumacher 
and Hamilton.

Hamilton ‘rarely’ makes mistakes 
Yet, since 2016, Hamilton 

has transformed his approach 
and style to become the sport’s 
most consistent finisher with 
a record 45 consecutive points 
finishes and 161 career podi-
ums – a metronomic return 
that left Verstappen full og 
admiration.

“everybody knows he’s very 

quick,” said the Dutchman.
“but I think what has also 

been a very strong point is that 
he’s consistent and he very 
rarely makes a mistake – and 
that’s why I think he got through 
these numbers so quickly.”

Shovlin, who has supervised 
all of Hamilton’s races at Mer-
cedes, said Sunday’s master-
class was “one of those days 
when you saw Lewis at his best” 
and demonstrated “the more 
recent version of Lewis”.

Shovlin explained that Ham-
ilton showed patience and pre-
cision, the qualities so admired 
by Stewart, after a tricky start. 

“He was pretty calm, losing 
places off the start,” he said. 
“He didn’t take risks – he 
acknowledges that he was a bit 
cautious in those conditions, 
but he knew that it would all 
come back to him.

“He clearly had pace in hand 
a bit behind Valtteri. As Valtteri 
started to struggle with the 
tyres . . . you saw that Lewis 
was suddenly just up behind 
him. With Valtteri struggling, 
Lewis was able to make that 
pass.

“then he just managed the 
race. His pace was incredible at 
times, just how much he actu-
ally had in hand. So, I think it 
was definitely one of his races 

where it was fitting to go top of 
the all-time winners’ chart.”

Shovlin also praised Hamil-
ton’s work ethic, his attention 
to detail and hunger for 
improvement and perfection, 
all reasons for praise from 
Mercedes team chief toto 

Wolff who suggested: “In 10 or 
20 years we’re going to look 
back and really acknowledge 
what a special driver he was.”

Hill acknowledged this: “His 
talent is supreme. there’s not a 
single racing driver who has not 
looked enviously at Lewis Ham-

ilton’s abilities and thought 
‘what must it be like to be that 
brilliant?’”

As Hamilton racks up more 
titles and records with the traits 
that made Stewart a great driv-
er, there may be little room left 
for argument. afp

Manchester United manager Ole Gunnar Solskjaer continues to search for a winning formula at home. afp

Lewis Hamilton celebrates his record-breaking 92nd win on the podium at the Portgugese Grand Prix. Now 
the conversation steers to whether he is the greatest of all time. afp
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