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Mom Kunthear

A 
CAMBODIAN couple 
were confirmed Cov-
id-19 positive after 
returning from Iraq. 

Their three-year-old child 
tested negative and is being 
monitored by health workers.

In a press release on Tues-
day, the Ministry of Health said 
the 33-year-old Cambodian 
man and his wife, 32, had trav-

elled from Iraq, passing 
through Qatar’s Doha city and 
South Korea before landing in 
Cambodia on October 18.

The family is from Stung Sen 
town’s Achar Leak commune 
in Kampong Thom province. 

“Their test results were 
positive for Covid-19, accord-
ing to the Institut Pasteur du 
Ca mbodge (IPC). Bot h 
patients are being treated at 
the Khmer-Soviet Friendship 

Hospital,” the ministry said.
According to the press 

release, there were 108 passen-
gers on the flight. The other 106 
passengers who tested nega-
tive are being quarantined for 
14 days. Among the 106 pas-
sengers, 69 are quarantined in 
different hotels while the other 
37 are at the Royal Cambodian 
Air Force headquarters.

“We continue to monitor the 
child’s health to see if the child 

can be moved from the par-
ents, but the possibility of 
transmission is high,” ministry 
spokeswoman Or Vandine said 
on Tuesday.

She said because the child 
does not have a caregiver, the 
child has to be hospitalised 
with the parents. The ministry 
will closely monitor the health 
of the three-year-old.

Couple inbound from 
Iraq contracts Covid 

ContinueD – page 4

Rainsy, ex-CNRP officials summoned
Orm Bunthoeurn and Kim Sarom

THE Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court has issued warrants order-
ing Sam Rainsy and eight former 
senior officials of the Supreme 
Court-dissolved Cambodia 
National Rescue Party (CNRP) to 
appear for questioning in rela-
tion to “attack”.

The warrants issued by pros-
ecutor Seng Heang ordered 

Rainsy, Eng Chhai Eang, Mu 
Sochua, Ou Chanrith, Ho Vann, 
Long Ry, Men Sothavarin, Chu-
long Somura and Nuth Rum-
duol to appear in court at 8am 
on November 11 to respond to 
the accusations being levied 
against them. The crimes alleg-
edly took place in 2019. 

According to Article 451 of 
the Criminal Code, an “attack” 
consists of “the commission of 

one or more acts of violence 
liable to endanger the institu-
tions of the Kingdom of Cam-
bodia or violate the integrity 
of the national territory”.  

The nine face between 15 and 
30 years in prison if found guilty.

Court spokesman Kuch Kim-
long said the warrants serve to 
inform related parties in 
advance. He said the authori-
ties posted the warrant at the 

former CNRP headquarters. 
“The issuance of the warrant 

means that they are invited to 
stand trial. The warrant is a 
notice, but whether they will 
come to the trial or not, we do 
not know. They are charged with 
‘attack’ under Article 451 of the 
Criminal Code.” 

The Post could not contact any 
of the nine former CNRP officials 
for comment on Tuesday. 

face-off
activists face off with police as they take part in a protest against a controversial new law, which critics fear will favour investors at the expense of 
labour rights and the environment, in bandung, indonesia, on tuesday. AFP

Bottle-fed 
babies face 
threat from 
microplastic
BOTTLE-FED babies may 
ingest more than a million 
pieces of microplastics each 
day, new research showed 
on Monday highlighting the 
abundance of plastics in 
food products.

There is growing evidence 
that humans consume huge 
numbers of the tiny parti-
cles, formed when larger 
pieces of plastic break down, 
but very little is known about 
the health consequences.

Researchers in Ireland 
looked at the rate of micro-
plastic release in 10 types of 
baby bottles or accessories 
made from polypropylene, 
the most commonly used 
plastic for food containers.

They followed official 
guidelines from the World 
Health Organisation on 
sterilisation and formula 
preparation conditions.

Over a 21-day test period, 
the team found that the bot-
tles released between 1.3 
and 16.2 million plastic 
microparticles per litre.  

They then used this data 
to model the potential glo-
bal infant exposure to micro-
plastics from bottle-feeding, 
based on national average 
rates of breast-feeding.  

They estimated that the 
average bottle-fed baby 
could be ingesting 1.6 mil-
lion plastic microparticles 
every day during the first 12 
months of their lives.

The authors of the 
research, published in the 
Nature Food journal, said 
sterilisation and exposure 
to high water temperatures 
had the biggest effect on 
microplastic release, going 
from 0.6 million particles 
per litre on average at 25C 
to 55 million per litre at 
95C.

 The authors noted that it 
was in developed nations 
that babies were likely ingest-
ing the most plastic – 2.3 mil-
lion particles daily in North 
America and 2.6 million in 
Europe. 

This was attributed to rela-
tively low breast-feeding 
rates in richer countries.  

They said the levels could 
easily be lowered by taking a 
few additional steps, includ-
ing rinsing bottles with cold 
sterilised water and prepar-
ing formula milk in a non-
plastic container before fill-
ing the bottle. aFP



Niem Chheng

SEVEN civil society organisa-
tions, associations and unions 
will gather at Freedom Park in 
the capital’s Russey Keo dis-
trict with 1,000 participants to 
celebrate the 29th Paris Peace 
Accords on Friday. But the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Hall 
has advised that the number 
should not exceed 120. 

Soeung Sen Karuna, spokes-
man for human rights group 
Adhoc, said on Tuesday: “After 
a discussion, we maintain our 
stance to celebrate it at Freedom 
Park. We will send a letter to the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Hall to 
confirm that our organisations 
will celebrate and the number of 
people will still be around 1,000. 

“We will celebrate accord-
ing to our initial proposal 
to the municipal hall. It will 
start at 7:30am and last until 
noon,” he said.  

On October 16, Phnom 
Penh deputy governor Keut 
Che met representatives of 
civil society organisations, 
associations and unions to 
discuss the celebration. Che 
said if they celebrate at Free-
dom Park, they must not host 
more than 120 people. Event 
organisers must follow Covid-
19 prevention measures and 
ensure public security, safety 
and order, he said. 

Sen Karuna said on Tuesday 
that event organisers will at-
tach explanations justifying 
the event in a revised propos-

al to the municipal hall. 
He said Covid-19 is not a 

valid reason to reject the gath-
ering because government 
officials regularly have big 
gatherings. The celebration 
will follow the advice of the 
Ministry of Health and partic-
ipants will wear masks, have 
their temperatures taken and 
maintain social distancing. 

Pa Chanroeun, the president 
of the Democratic Institute 
that will also join the celebra-
tion, said on Tuesday that it is 
a normal gathering to voice 
opinions, not a protest. 

“The Paris Peace Accords 
is an important agreement 
which is valuable for Cambo-
dia because it led to the end of 
political disputes in Cambodia 
and brought peace, national 
reconciliation, national unity 
and the respect of sovereignty, 
territorial integrity, stability 
and neutrality,” he said. 

“It [also] led to the respect of 
human rights, including the 
return of refugees and volun-
tarily displaced people, the 
exercise of the right of self-
government of the Cambodian 
people through voting with 
justice and freedom and the re-
establishment of Cambodia.” 

The Post could not reach 
municipal hall spokesman 
Met Meas Pheakdey for com-
ment on Tuesday. 

Russey Keo district deputy 
governor Prach Seiha said he 
would follow the municipal 
hall’s decision.
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CSOs say 1,000 people 
set to commemorate 
Paris Peace Accords

Hun Sen visits B Meanchey 
as dam in Poipet collapses   
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen travelled to Ban-
teay Meanchey prov-
ince on Tuesday to 

inspect the flooding situa-
tion and visit victims after the 
Ou’Khaidorn Dam in Poipet 
town’s Phsar Kandal commune 
collapsed, inundating houses 
and dirt roads in the town with 
water.  

In a Facebook post, he said: 
“I will carry out work for two 
days in Banteay Meanchey 
province from October 21-22 
before returning to Phnom 
Penh to lead a Council of 
Ministers meeting on Octo-
ber 23. Banteay Meanchey is 
the hardest- and longest-hit 
province and needs to be pri-
oritised for rescue and resto-
ration after the floods.” 

According to a press release 
published on Tuesday, the 
prime minister will visit flood 
victims in two locations on 
National Road 5. He will visit 
Bot Trang commune’s Bot 

Trang village and Chamkar 
Ta Daok village’s Phsar Thom 
Thmey Borey Chey II in Mon-
gkol Borei district’s Russey 
Krork commune. 

On Thursday morning, Hun 
Sen will meet victims at the 
compound of Hang Sipha 
Market in Thma Puok dis-
trict’s Komrou commune and 
the northern compound of 
the Roundabout of National 
Road 58 in Poipet town.

According to the reports 
from the province, 16 people 
have drowned due to the 
floods. More than 200,000 
people have been severely im-
pacted and 16,520 have been 
evacuated to higher ground. 

The floods also affected a 
total of 62,334ha of rice crops, 
9,880ha of cassava crops and 
543ha of cash crops. In the 
province, 134 schools have 
been closed temporarily.  The 
floods also affected 60 pago-
das, five commune halls, nine 
health centres and 741 roads 
spanning nearly 500km. 

Banteay Meanchey provin-

cial hall spokesman Ly Sary 
told The Post on Tuesday that 
water levels in the Mongkol 
Borei and Serey Sophoan riv-
ers and various streams con-
tinued to steadily rise.

“Banteay Meanchey prov-
ince suffered the longest and 
hardest inundation [of flood-
water] because our geogra-
phy is a low-lying area. It not 
only experienced the influ-
ence of rain-induced floods 
in [Poipet], but also experi-
enced rain-induced floods 
from Thailand,” he said.

Sary added that Poipet town 
is experiencing severe compli-
cations because strong cur-
rents flowing from Thailand 
via the border stream had com-
promised the Ou’Khaidorn 
Dam. The dam stored millions 
of cubic metres of waters. 

In order to ensure safety 
and avoid serious damage to 
roads, the Poipet town ad-
ministration decided on Tues-
day to temporarily halt traffic 
of all trucks on National Road 
5 from the Hermitage of Lok 

Yeay Mao – a popular local 
sect of Buddhism and Brah-
manism – to Malai district. 
Several dirt roads have also 
been closed in the town. 

Nhim Phoeung, head of 
the Poipet town administra-
tion, told The Post on Tuesday 
that water flowing from the 
Ou’Khaidorn Dam submerged 
a stretch of National Road 5 in 
more than a metre of water. 
Motorbikes could not use the 
road and 8,800 people were 
evacuated to higher ground. 

In response to problems 
caused by the floods, Poipet 
town authorities used the en-
tirety of its forces to help res-
cue victims and take them to 
higher ground. They also gave 
victims first aid, food, medi-
cine and other materials. 

According to a Tuesday morn-
ing forecast by the Ministry of 
Water Resources and Meteorol-
ogy, heavy rain will continue to 
fall until October 27, especially 
in north-eastern Cambodia. 
Mekong River water levels are 
expected to rise steadily.

Villagers receive aid in flood-ravaged Banteay Meanchey province. Banteay Meanchey provincial hall

People commemorate the Paris Peace Accords in 2016. henG chivoan

The draft law on the approval of the land boundary protocols and demarcation of land border posts 
between the countries was submitted to the National Assembly for approval on October 9. na

NA approves bill on Vietnam border
Voun Dara

THE National Assembly on Tuesday 
approved a draft law on land bounda-
ries between Cambodia and Vietnam.

The draft law on the approval of the 
land boundary protocols and demar-
cation of land border posts between 
the countries was submitted by the 
Council of Ministers for approval on 
October 9.

Government spokesman Phay 
Siphan said on Tuesday the two 
countries have already agreed on 84 
per cent of the border posts. 

“This agreement can be used only 
if the legislature ratifies it,” he said. 

Siphan said the National Assembly 
has to check the details on the final 
stage before the ratification of this draft 
law. When the National Assembly rati-
fies this draft law, it will become the law 
that is applied to use officially. 

“After ratification from the Nation-
al Assembly, both pillars and border-
lines will be followed under the law. 
When we discuss this with interna-
tional courts, we use this law as a 
basis,” he said.
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Continued from page 1

Vandine said World Health 
organisation (WHo) experts 
predict that around mid-2021, 
there may be eight to nine vac-
cines available. 

She said WHo, Global Alli-
ance for Vaccines and Immuni-
sation (GAVI) and the ministry’s 
National Immunisation Pro-
gramme have agreed to develop 
a plan called Deployment Plan 
for review, management and co-
distribution to decide who gets 
access to vaccines.

“We need to think about 
what kind of vaccine can be 
used in our country. that is 
why we need to have a clear 
plan. At the international level, 
it is already thought that a vac-
cine under the umbrella of the 
covax Facility has been devel-
oped by Gavi. the covax Facil-
ity is a global risk-sharing 

mechanism for pooled pro-
curement and equitable distri-
bution of eventual covid-19 
vaccines,” Vandine said.

When a vaccine is available, 
cambodia may receive enough 
for around three per cent of the 
population. Distribution will 
likely be in stages, she said.

“It is not only for distribution 
to cambodia but the world. So, 
there has to be so-called equal 
distribution and equal access 
to a covid-19 vaccine.” 

According to the same press 
release, cambodia has record-
ed a total of 285 cases. of the 
number, 280 have been cured.

the five remaining patients 
are being treated at the Khmer-
Soviet Friendship Hospital in 
Phnom Penh. they include 
one Indonesian man, two 
cambodian men, one cambo-
dian woman and one French 
woman.

Niem Chheng

A PUbLIc opinion poll con-
ducted by three NGos over the 
past years has found a decrease 
in the number of people who 
understand their fundamental 
freedoms and rights. 

the cambodian centre 
for Human rights (ccHr), 
Solidarity centre and Adhoc 
conducted a poll early this 
year about public perception 
on fundamental rights and 
compared the findings to the 
three previous years. 

the poll found the level of 
understanding of fundamental 
rights dropped dramatically. 

According to the polling 
from 2016 to 2020, only a small 
number of people believe they 
have an understanding of their 
fundamental freedoms and 
rights. Few people said they 
have the right to participate 
in association. Most said their 
freedom to join any political 
activity was limited, according 
to the poll result.

only a small number of re-
spondents said they have the 
right to peaceful assembly and 
protest. Most did not think 
they have a right to speak free-
ly in a public place or feel safe 
expressing opinions online, 
the results showed.

ccHr executive director 
chak Sopheap said on tues-
day the public perceptions 
factsheet highlighted some 
of the key trends from the an-
nual public poll conducted by 
the Fundamental Freedoms 
Monitoring Project. 

She said the objective of the 
poll is to assess the extent to 
which individuals in cambo-
dia understand their rights to 
freedom of association, ex-
pression and assembly, and 
the extent to which they feel 
free to exercise these rights. 

“the results of the poll assist 
us to reflect more broadly on 
the human rights situation in 
cambodia, and how to improve 
human rights protections.

“one of the most concern-
ing findings is the steadily 
decreasing number of indi-
viduals who report that they 
understand the fundamental 
freedoms of expression, as-
sociation and assembly. this 
year recorded the lowest level 
of self-reported understand-
ing to date for each of the free-
doms, with freedom of asso-
ciation the least understood. 

“there is an acute need to 
improve public understanding 
of rights and fundamental free-
doms as enshrined in domestic 
and international law to enable 
citizens to actively engage in 
society and to empower them 
to hold the government ac-
countable for its failure to up-
hold freedoms,” she said.

Sopheap added that the 
decreasing levels of under-
standing must be reversed to 
prevent the further corrosion 
of civic space, and ultimately 
democracy, in cambodia. the 
results of the public poll are 
causes for concern as a lack 
of understanding of funda-
mental freedoms and human 
rights among the population 
allows the government to get 
away with flouting them.

Ministry of Justice spokes-
man chin Malin said on tues-
day he could not assess the 
level of credibility of the poll. 
the results of the poll depend 
on the methodology, ques-
tions asked and respondent 
groups, he said.

“If they selected a specific 
group which has a tendency 
to go against the government, 
those people would respond 
that freedom to assembly and 
expression has decreased. 

“but if they select another 
group that support legal en-
forcement measures of the 
government taken to ensure 
public order, then the result 
would be different,” he said.

He said ministry has not 
made a scientific assessment 
on the level of public under-
standing on the matter.

NGos: cambodians’ 
knowledge of basic 
rights on the decline

Solutions sought after floods 
cause prisoner evacuations
Voun Dara

G
eNerAL Depart-
ment of Prisons 
d e p u t y- d i re c t o r 
Nuth Savna on 

Monday met UN officials to 
seek a solution for prisoners 
who have been evacuated due 
to flooding in the country.

More than 3,000 inmates 
have been transferred to oth-
er prisons.

Savna said the meeting in-
volved UN resident coordina-
tor Pauline tamesis, oHcHr-
cambodia representative 
Pradeep Wagle and represen-
tatives from UNIceF and the 
International red cross.  

“this is a meeting to es-
tablish new ways of working 
together. As a result, Pauline 
tamesis will check out the sit-
uation at Prey Sar prison on 
Wednesday. both sides had 
good cooperation, especially 
in education and corrections 
at cambodian prisons.

“the UN representatives in 
cambodia want to cooper-
ate and help us. I listed hy-
gienic materials, foods, fuel 
and medicines for rescuing 
the more than 3,000 prison-
ers who have directly been 
affected by rain-induced 
floods,” Savna said.

He said the UN representa-
tives had taken the requests 
into consideration. the re-
quests concerned infrastruc-
ture restoration, repairs, and 

improvements of prison loca-
tions that were damaged by 
the floods. 

He added that the response 
was positive and the UN repre-
sentatives promised help that 
included justice system re-
forms and sentencing policies.

Savna said it was the first 
time UN agencies in cambo-
dia have worked closely with 
the General Department of 
Prisons in terms of provid-
ing aid. He called it a new era 
in cooperation between de-
velopment partners and the 

prison general department.  
Savna said the most affected 

inmates were from correc-
tional centre II (M2) in Phnom 
Penh and the prison in ban-
teay Meanchey province, total-
ling 3,100 prisoners. Affected 
inmates across the country 
number nearly 40,000.

tamesis said the UN sys-
tem in the Kingdom is closely 
monitoring the situation, in-
cluding in prisons and deten-
tion facilities.

“We are engaging with vari-
ous stakeholders, line minis-

tries and departments to un-
derstand the needs and gaps 
in supporting vulnerable and 
affected population,” she said.

Soeng Sen Karuna, the se-
nior investigator at rights 
group Adhoc, said prison op-
erational projects should get 
attention and assistance from 
the international community.

He said the General Depart-
ment of Prisons should think 
more about the inmates’ well-
being because prisons are cur-
rently overcrowded and affect-
ed by poor environments.

General Department of Prisons deputy-director Nuth Savna meets UN officials on Monday to discuss  
possible remedies concerning the thousands of inmates who have been transferred due to floods. supplied

Vandine stresses need 
for coronavirus vaccine

Dispute over ‘communal’ land in PP
Soth Koemsoeun

oVer 600 residents living at 7NG Group’s 
gated community in chaom chao II com-
mune, in Phnom Penh’s Por Sen chey 
district have protested the sale of a park 
in the area which has historically been 
used as a communal space. 

their representative Nop Pheaktra told 
The Post on Monday that the park, which 
measures 19m by 76m, has been used for car 
parking, ceremonies, parties and wedding 
receptions. She said residents hold a proper 
contract with 7NG to back their claim. 

recently, Pheaktra said, 12 people built 
a fence around the park and banned 
residents from using it, claiming they had 
legally bought the land from 7NG. 

“We signed a contract with the gated 
community owner to keep the space for 
parking. If there are people who want to 
celebrate ceremonies or wedding recep-
tions, they can do so on the land. 

“We agreed to keep the park, but the 
owner then sold it to other people. We 
demand to keep the land to serve our 
mutual benefits,” he said.

one of the protesters who asked to remain 
anonymous said 7NG secretly sold parking 
spots to 12 people who also live in the com-
munity. He said some of the spots were sold 
to Kim Yan, the chief of the gated commu-
nity, and people connected to Yan. 

He said protesting residents are not 
happy about the sale because the land 
was meant for communal use. 

“Authorities and the gated community 
owner have to find justice for all residents. We 
do not protest just for individual interests but 
for all people. If we lose this land, there is no 
space to park or organise events,” he said. 

chaom chao II commune chief Va 
Sarong said on Monday that he is mediat-
ing the case. People are demanding that 

Srey chanthorn, the owner of 7NG, keep 
the land designated for use by residents 
in the community. 

Sarong said one of the people who bought 
a parking space said they want the land to 
develop their own business after buying it 
from the owner. they have since built a fence 
to bar people from entering the area. 

“I’ve reported this case to my superior 
to find a compromise in a timely manner. 
People who bought the parking spaces do 
not care about it because their aim is to 
take the land for personal business. 

“they even insist that citizens file a 
complaint to the court if they do not 
agree. As authorities, we will try to resolve 
this case,” he said. 

Por Sen chey district governor Hem 
Darith said on Monday that the road that 
people blocked in protest is now opened. 
He suggested they file a complaint to the 

court for a solution. 
“It does not matter if this is right or 

wrong, but why block the road? blocking 
the road is wrong. I do not know more 
about the case because I am busy with 
our superiors in flooded areas,” he said. 

chanthorn, the 7NG general director, said 
he was not informed about the case. He said 
the company sold the gated community to 
customers already, so they can manage the 
land. the firm does not have any responsi-
bility regarding the matter, he added. 

“the gated community is not related to 
my company anymore because I gave it 
to residents to manage. I used to manage 
it, but I gave it to others to manage. People 
still call it 7NG, but the fact is that it no 
longer belongs to 7NG,” he said. 

The Post could not contact Kim Yan, the 
chief of the borei community, for com-
ment on Monday.

Residents protest at a gated community in Phnom Penh’s Por Sen Chey district. A dispute 
emerged when parking spaces were sold. supplied



Soth Koemsoeun 

T
HE Ministry of Public 
Works and Transport 
is discussing the con-
struction of a fourth 

belt road surrounding Phnom 
Penh. 

According to officials, the 
new road could stretch 175km 
and cross four provinces.

Ministry spokesman Vasim 
Sorya said on Tuesday that 
the meeting focused on loca-
tion and connections of the 
road.

He said a fourth belt road is 
important for reducing traffic 
jams and necessary to ease 
product delivery via various 
national roads and border 
checkpoints with Vietnam 
and Thailand.

“This is just the first meet-
ing. We just want cooperation 
from relevant units and col-
lect information. We listen to 
opinions and take requests 
from sub-national officials 
regarding impacts and then 
we discuss with minister Sun 
Chanthol to decide whether 
to move forward,” he said

Ministry secretary of state 
Lim Sidenin said on Monday 
the ministry worked with 
China Road and Bridge Cor-
poration (CRBC) to study the 
plan since 2018.

This company finished its 
study this year. This road will 
have the length of 195km 

across four provinces – Kam-
pong Speu, Takeo, Kandal and 
Prey Veng. It will cross three 
districts of Kampong Speu, 
one district in Takeo, eight dis-
tricts in Kandal and two dis-
tricts in Prey Veng.

Sidenin said he encourages 
public works departments to 
propose requests to provincial 
administrations and study 
the identified locations.

Kandal provincial public 

works department director 
Moeng Youleng, who joined 
the discussion, said he sup-
ports the plan. He said a 
fourth belt will help tackle 
traffic and will make the de-
livery of goods to Vietnam 
and Thailand faster and safer. 

“I think it is very necessary to 
build this fourth belt road. My 
team is discussing the work of 
the ministry,” he said.  

Institute for Road Safety di-

rector Kong Ratanak said he 
supports the construction, but 
urged the ministry to study the 
long-term effects of the plan. 

“The ministry should be 
open and provide an opportu-
nity for civil society organisa-
tions and experts to join these 
meetings. They can make the 
plan better. Some organisa-
tions have worked directly 
with the local communities,” 
he said.
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Long Kimmarita

Ministry of Social Affairs, 
Veterans and Youth Rehabili-
tation secretary of state Em 
Chan Makara said providing 
more employment opportu-
nities for the disabled com-
munity needs to remain a 
priority even as the country 
faces the dual threat of Covid-
19 and heavy flooding.

He made the remarks at a 
consultative workshop titled 
“Economic opportunities for 
disabled persons” on Monday 
in the capital. The workshop 
was attended by Australian dip-
lomats in Cambodia, civil soci-
ety organization (CSo) repre-
sentatives and representatives 
of the disabled community. 

Chan Makara said it was 
important to raise awareness 
concerning the legal require-
ments and guidelines for re-
cruiting disabled persons. 

He said there should be legal 
standards which help match 
disabled persons capable of 
working with employers.

He added that programmes 
should be created to find decent 
jobs for the disabled communi-
ty backed by research and dis-
cussions with the community.

Last year, 6,652 disabled per-
sons worked in state and private 
institutions across the country. 
of the number, 2,860 worked 
at 40 different ministries and 
state institutions. In the private 
sector, 3,792 disabled workers 
were employed at banks, mi-
crofinance institutions, hotels 
and factories, according to a 
survey of 102 private compa-

nies conducted by the ministry 
in Phnom Penh, Kandal and 
Siem Reap provinces. 

The government’s Nation-
al Disability Strategic Plan 
2019-2023 is currently being 
implemented to help solve 
problems for the disabled 
community, including im-
proving job opportunities and 
providing financial security.

Makara said through the 
cash handout programme for 
poor and vulnerable people 
during the pandemic, the gov-
ernment has spent $25 mil-
lion per month on more than 
560,000 vulnerable citizens. of 
that number, 100,844 are clas-
sified as disabled. 

Hands of Hope Commu-
nity (HHC) executive direc-
tor Chan Sarin said disabled 
persons experience obstacles 
when looking for jobs because 
employers in several sectors 
discriminate against them.  

Sarin said the situation 
would improve if the govern-
ment introduces mechanisms 
to assist the disabled commu-
nity in finding decent jobs. 

He also urged disabled peo-
ple to strengthen their skills 
and continue looking for work, 
despite the discrimination they 
face. He said they deserve and 
should strive for a life of dignity. 

“Disabled persons have to 
strengthen both soft and hard 
skills in response to job oppor-
tunities and what employers 
want. If they cannot perform 
after being employed, employ-
ers can look down on the dis-
abled in general. It affects every 
[disabled person],” he said.

Long Kimmarita

THE Swedish embassy, the Ministry 
of Environment and the UN Devel-
opment Programme (UNDP) an-
nounced the launch of a programme 

to provide financial support to 1,600 
rural households in two provinces. 

The programme is intended to 
alleviate financial stress from the 
Covid-19 pandemic, but residents 
are required to plant trees in ex-

change for the cash.
A joint press release issued on 

Tuesday by the Swedish embassy 
and UNDP said that in addition to 
planting trees, the project will es-
tablish nurseries and fund other 
conservation activities across the 
country.

“The already high pressure on 
forests and biodiversity is on the 
rise due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Across Cambodia, tens of thousands 
of people have lost their jobs and 
over 100,000 Cambodian migrant 
workers have returned from neigh-
bouring countries to their home-
towns in rural areas. 

“For some, searching for money 
and food is becoming desperate. As 
a livelihood strategy during the cri-
sis, an increasing number of people 
have entered the forests to cut trees, 
hunt animals and fish, causing addi-
tional pressure on the already fragile 
ecosystems,” said the press release.

Swedish ambassador Bjorn Hag-
gmark said it was important to 
mitigate the impact of Covid-19. 
Sweden’s relief package of 4.3 mil-
lion kronor ($490,000) is intended to 
help solve this problem, he said.

“This budget will quickly offer 
the most vulnerable communities 
income generation opportunities 
for tree planting to help them cope 
with the economic crisis. It will also 
contribute to the restoration of vital 
ecosystems.”

UNDP representative Nick Be-
resford said Sweden and UNDP are 
committed to giving Cambodia full 
support during the pandemic.

“This tree planting programme 
provides cash for work at a time 
when it’s needed most. And by in-
vesting in forest cover, we can con-
tribute towards a cleaner greener 
future for everyone,” he said.

Environment ministry secretary of 
state Tin Ponlok said the cash for work 

programme was a timely and needed 
intervention to address the urgent 
needs of rural communities and re-
store important ecosystems that are 
under pressure in Cambodia.

“This work will enhance forest 
cover and sequester carbon, helping 
our ongoing fight against climate 
change,” Ponlok said.

Environment ministry spokesman 
Neth Pheaktra said the project has 
purchased about 51,750 trees and 
will spend about $51,750 to replant 
in the target provinces of Siem Reap 
and Pursat.

“The Central Economic Develop-
ment Agency donors through UNDP 
have also provided funding to a 
number of organisations to plant 
trees, including RECoFTC and ADF.

“The cash for work programme 
will continue until June 2021 to 
provide immediate employment 
opportunities to the neediest com-
munities,” he said.

officials discuss job 
opportunities, skills 
for disabled people 

Sweden launches cash for tree-planting programme

US World Vision offers Covid-19 assistance
Mom Kunthear

MINISTRY of Labour and Vocational 
Training undersecretary of state Ngoy Rith 
said plans are in place with World Vision 
Cambodia to launch a joint campaign to 
assist youth, workers and children as the 
economic effects of Covid-19 continue. 

World Vision International senior op-
erations director Edward Danielraj Sel-
vanayagam met labour minister Ith Sam 
Heng on Monday. 

Sam Heng thanked World Vision for its 
long presence in Cambodia and the hu-

manitarian work it has carried out since 
1979.  He said the organisation has pro-
vided technical and vocational training 
programmes and projects to eliminate 
child labour and provide nutritious food 
and education. It has also created job op-
portunities and helped children. 

Rith told reporters on Monday that 
World Vision has contributed to sup-
porting the government in addressing 
Covid-19 impacts. During the meeting, 
both sides discussed establishing strat-
egies to assist youth, workers and chil-
dren. 

“We will establish strategies to negate the 
impacts so we can create opportunities to 
restore opportunities gradually. Covid has 
made us all suffer from hardships and we 
don’t know when it will end,” he said.

Rith said the ministry will assist this 
work and World Vision is satisfied with 
the measures of the government and the 
ministry.  

Selvanayagam, who recently took of-
fice, also thanked Prime Minister Hun 
Sen for allowing World Vision to imple-
ment various humanitarian programmes 
in Cambodia.

Initial talks on a fourth belt 
road project are underway 

Ministry of Public Work secretary of state Lim Sidenin said the road will cut across four provinces – Kampong 
Speu, Takeo, Kandal and Prey Veng. ministry of public works

Em Chan Makara said the disabled are a priority social affairs ministry 

The programme is intended to alleviate financial stress from the Covid-19 pandemic, 
but residents are required to plant trees in exchange for the cash. swedish embassy
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tHe world’s second-largest 
chipmaker, South Korea’s SK 
hynix Inc, announced a record 
10.3 trillion won ($9 billion) 
deal on tuesday to buy Intel’s 
flash memory chip operation 
as it seeks to bolster its posi-
tion against rival behemoth 
Samsung electronics.

SK hynix is already the world 
number two maker of DrAM 
chips, used in computers and 
servers, but has lagged in the 
market for flash memory NAND 
chips in everyday devices such 
as smartphones and USb stor-
age drives, as well as industrial 
and medical equipment.

In a regulatory filing, SK hynix 
said it will acquire Intel’s “en-
tire NAND business division 
excluding the optane division”, 
with Intel’s factory in Dalian, 
china, included in the deal.

It is the largest-ever acquisi-
tion by a South Korean com-
pany, ahead of Samsung elec-
tronics’ $8 billion purchase of 
US audio and car parts maker 
Harman International in 2016.

SK hynix ceo Seok-Hee Lee 
said in a statement it would 
give his firm a NAND flash mar-
ket position “comparable with 
what we achieved in DrAM”.

Analysts said it would also 
boost its ability to compete 
with Samsung electronics, 
the market leader in both the 
NAND and DrAM sectors.

the pair are engaged in fe-
rocious competition around 
the world, supplying chips to 
customers from American gi-
ants such as Apple and Dell 
to chinese companies, and 
demand has boosted their 
profits in recent years.

SK hynix ranked fourth 
by global NAND sales in the 
second quarter this year, ac-
cording to market researcher 
trendforce. Intel was sixth.

their combination will see 
SK hynix leapfrog Japan’s Kioxia 
– formerly toshiba – and West-
ern Digital of the US into sec-
ond place with a NAND market 
share of more than 23 per cent.

Korea Semiconductor Indus-
try Association vice-president 
Ahn Ki-hyun said: “With the 
deal, the company has firmly 
cemented its second-largest 
position in the global semicon-
ductor industry.

“In the long run, the deal 
paves a way for it to become 

more competitive against 
Samsung,” he added.

the Samsung electronics 
and SK hynix headquarters are 
both south of Seoul and less 
than 50km apart, from where 
they dominate the global 
branded memory chip market.

between them they account-
ed for around 60 per cent of to-
tal sales in the second quarter 
of this year, according to the 
trendforce figures.

the South Korean firms have 
achieved their commanding 
position by adopting a “Super 
Gap” strategy, said Howard 
Lee, managing director of in-
vestment banking advisors 
bDA Partners – investing vast 
sums unusually early “to build 
a strong entry barrier that fol-
lowers cannot overcome”.

Samsung electronics, he 
told AFP, “usually invests 
around $30bn a year, wid-
ening the gap in technology 
with competitors”.

the approach was only pos-
sible because of the compa-
nies’ family-controlled struc-
tures, he added.

Samsung electronics is the 
flagship subsidiary of the 
Samsung group, by far the 
largest of the family-con-
trolled conglomerates known 
as chaebol that dominate 
business in the world’s 12th-
largest economy.

For its part SK hynix is part of 
the SK Group, the third-largest 
chaebol, while the original 
Hynix was owned by the Hyun-
dai group before a $2.2 billion 
merger that Lee advised on.

the “strong and stable owner-
ship of Korean conglomerates” 
enabled them to adopt far-sight-
ed, decades-long plans such as 
the “Super Gap”, he said.

“As the huge investment 
could harm profitability and 
shareholder value in a short 
term,” he explained, such large 
and risky moves would be dif-
ficult for more “democratic” 
competitors with hired ceos 
and shorter-term horizons.

SK hynix is the second most 
valuable company listed on 
Seoul’s Kospi stock market 
with a market capitalisation 
of 62 trillion won, behind only 
Samsung electronics.

but SK hynix shares closed 
down 1.73 per cent on tuesday. 
AFP

SK hynix in $9b deal 
for Intel’s flash chipIMF commited to cambodia

May Kunmakara

t
He International 
Monetary Fund 
(IMF) is firmly com-
mitted to continuing 

to help revitalise cambodia’s 
economy in its post-covid-
19 recovery and provide the 
much-needed impetus for 
growth and development.

During a meeting with Min-
ister of economy and Finance 
Aun Pornmoniroth on Monday, 
IMF resident representative for 
cambodia Yasuhisa ojima ac-
knowledged the effectiveness 
of the Kingdom’s efforts in com-
bating the spread of covid-19, 
as reported by the ministry.

He highlighted the produc-
tiveness of the implementa-
tion of recent “sharp” measures 
outlined in the government’s 
strategic framework for post-
covid-19 economic develop-
ment and its various social 
protection programmes.

“We support the govern-
ment’s increased cautious-
ness in its continued super-
vision of macroeconomic 
trends and its ongoing co-
operation with the National 
bank of cambodia to moni-
tor shifts in the regional and 
global economic situation.

“the IMF will maintain 
its support for cambodia 
through continued tradition-
al cooperation, together with 
the [IMF’s] rapid Financing 
Facility, which may be an ad-
ditional option for cambodia 
to fill a shortage of funding in 
its post-covid-19 economic 
recovery plans,” ojima said.

Pornmoniroth said the IMF 
has always lent a hand to the 
Kingdom, especially during 

covid-19.
He underlined the IMF’s 

crucial role in monitoring 
and assessing the global and 
regional economic direction 
and providing the Kingdom 
with valuable input to pre-
pare the measures needed to 
ensure macroeconomic and 
financial stability, and shore 
up economic growth.

“though cambodia is rec-
ognised as one of the coun-
tries that best responded to 
the covid-19 situation, the 
government will vigilantly 
continue to monitor the de-
velopment of the pandemic 
and be careful not to under-
estimate the situation.

“It will keep implementing 
the right health measures and 

the acute actions necessary 
to support economic stability 
and people’s livelihoods.

“on this basis, cambodia’s 
economic activity can retain 
a semblance of business as 
usual, with a better-than-ex-
pected fiscal situation, above 
all, in terms of tax revenue.

“this’d be a godsend for the 
implementation of the 2021 
budget, allowing for greater 
budget space and lower-than-
expected use of government 
savings.

“recently though, fallout 
from the floods have been put-
ting strain on the state’s burden, 
notably in the rehabilitation of 
transport and irrigation infra-
structure,” Pornmoniroth said.

According to him, the gov-

ernment is preparing a Post-
covid-19 recovery Plan, 
which is a medium-term con-
sideration that is designed 
to quickly return economic 
growth to pre-covid-19 levels.

on october 13, the IMF 
projected a 2.8 per cent con-
traction in the cambodian 
economy this year, and a 
sharp rebound next year to 
6.8 per cent growth.

the government has 
launched six rounds of mea-
sures to stimulate economic 
growth as the Kingdom pre-
pares for a post-covid-19 
world. the measures have 
aimed to ensure that poor 
and vulnerable families con-
tinue to receive assistance 
during this difficult time.

IMF resident representative for Cambodia Yasuhisa Ojima (left) and Minister of Economy and Finance Aun 
Pornmoniroth. Finance ministry

Nbc to sell $50b in forex intervention
May Kunmakara

tHe National bank of cambo-
dia (Nbc) on tuesday called for 
licensed banks, microfinance 
institutions (MFIs) and money 
changers to join a $50 million 
foreign exchange (forex) inter-
vention auction. 

the auction is scheduled for 
later this week and is intended 
to stabilise the local currency 
and maintain macroeconom-
ic stability, the Nbc said.

“the minimum bid will be 
announced on the morning of 
the actual bidding date,” the 
Nbc said in an announcement.

Nbc director-general chea 
Serey said forex rates have seen 
substantial currency fluctua-
tions in the region from the 
covid-19-borne economic 
slump. the cambodian riel is 
no exception.

“this year’s exchange rates 
between the riel and the US 
dollar have veered off a bit from 
trends set in previous years.

“the Nbc has decided to 
intervene in the exchange rate 
with the auction. this is to rein-
force the purchasing power of 
the riel, maintain price stability 
and stabilise the macroecono-
my as a means to boost the live-
lihood of the people,” she said.

Anthony Galliano, the ceo of 
financial services firm cambo-

dia Investment Management 
co Ltd, told The Post on tues-
day that the central bank’s 
intervention serves to strength-
en the vitality of the local cur-
rency against the greenback.

“the Nbc intervention in 
the currency markets is likely 
linked to the recent strength of 
the US dollar versus the Khmer 

riel, which is now trending 
above 4,100.

“the strategic initiative of 
increased use of riel for finan-
cial transactions in the econ-
omy means a higher amount 
of riel would be required for 
US dollar based purchases, if 
the riel depreciates,” he said.

He noted that depreciation 
would result in inflation in 
terms of riel, but that it is of no 
real concern now and within 
routine trading range.

“As cambodia is in a nascent 
phase of Khmer riel notes as an 
eventual replacement of $1 and 
$5 dollar notes, the strength of 
the US dollar may discourage 
consumer use if it is perceived 
as a stronger currency.

“Selling of USD by the Nbc 
should have the effect of 
strengthening the riel, given 
the market for the riel is not 
very deep, and in reality not an 
internationally traded cur-
rency open to speculators,” 
Galliano said.

The national bank hopes the auction will reinforce the purchasing 
power of the Cambodian riel. HenG cHiVOan

South Korea’s SK hynix Inc is the world’s second-largest chipmaker. 
yOnHaP neWs aGency
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tHe financial arm of chinese e-
commerce titan Alibaba on Monday 
received the green light from chi-
nese regulators to list in Hong Kong, 
according to data published online, 
another step towards the biggest ini-
tial public offering (IPo) in history.

Ant Group aims to raise a mas-
sive $35 billion via the share sale 
in a joint listing in the semi-auton-
omous finance hub and Shanghai, 
bloomberg News has previously re-
ported, citing unnamed sources.

the company is looking to raise the 
cash – far more than the $29 billion 
chalked up by Saudi Aramco in De-
cember – in a split float between the 
two chinese cities, bloomberg said.

the plan values Ant Group at 
about $250 billion, it added.

the company runs Alipay, the 
dominant online payment system 
in china, where cash, cheques and 
credit cards have long been eclipsed 
by e-payment devices and apps.

According to a report in Hong 
Kong’s South China Morning Post, 
Ant Group has also been granted ap-
proval by the city’s stock exchange.

Last month, the Shanghai Stock 
exchange’s Star Market platform 
gave its go ahead for a listing, which 
meant the Hangzhou-based firm 
only needs a final, formal approval 
from the china Securities regula-
tory commission (cSrc).

In its August filing, Ant said it would 
use the proceeds to expand cross-
border payments and enhance its re-
search-and-development capabilities.

the decision not to list in New 
York is a big loss for US markets 
and comes as Washington ramps up 
scrutiny of chinese tech firms.

A number of high-profile chinese 
firms – especially those in the tech 
sector – have turned to Hong Kong 
owing to tension between Washing-
ton and beijing. AFP

WItH competition among 
earth’s telecoms providers 
as fierce as ever, equipment 
maker Nokia announced its 
expansion into a new market 
on Monday, winning a deal to 
install the first cellular net-
work on the Moon.

the Finnish equipment 
manufacturer said it was se-
lected by the US National 
Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration (Nasa) to deploy 
an “ultra-compact, low-pow-
er, space-hardened” wireless 
4G network on the lunar sur-
face, as part of the US space 
agency’s plan to establish a 
long-term human presence 
on the Moon by 2030.

the $14.1 million contract, 
awarded to Nokia’s US subsid-
iary, is part of Nasa’s Artemis 
programme which aims to 
send the first woman, and next 
man, to the moon by 2024.

the astronauts will begin 
carrying out detailed ex-
periments and explorations 
which the agency hopes will 
help it develop its first human 
mission to Mars.

Nokia’s network equipment 
will be installed remotely on 
the Moon’s surface using a lu-
nar hopper built by Intuitive 

Machines LLc in late 2022, 
Nokia said.

“the network will self-con-
figure upon deployment,” the 
firm said in a statement, add-
ing that the wireless technology 
will allow for “vital command 
and control functions, remote 
control of lunar rovers, real-
time navigation and streaming 
of high definition video”.

the 4G equipment can be 
updated to a super-fast 5G net-
work in the future, Nokia said.

In all, Nasa announced 
last week it would distribute 
$370 million to 14 companies 
to supply “tipping Point” 
technologies for its mission, 
which include robotics and 
new methods of harvesting 
the resources required for liv-
ing on the moon, such as oxy-
gen and energy sources.

the bulk of the funding went 
to companies researching 
cryogenic propellants, freezing 
liquids used to fuel spacecraft.

Among them, elon Musk’s 
Space exploration technolo-
gies corp (SpaceX) received 
$53.2 million for a demon-
stration of the transferring of 
10 metric tonnes of liquid ox-
ygen between tanks on a star-
ship vehicle, Nasa said. AFP

Alibaba fintech 
arm gets nod 
for record IPo 
listing in HK

Nokia, Nasa ink deal to 
install 4G on the Moon

Price of cambodian natural rubber 
bouncing to encouraging heights

Stocks mixed, US stimulus hopes fade

Thou Vireak

t
He price of cambodian natu-
ral rubber has seen a remark-
able hike underpinned by 
surging global demand for 

raw materials in a rubber manufactur-
ing industry that continues to stretch 
in production and remains largely 
unscathed by covid-19.

Agro-industrial tycoon Mong reth-
thy said the price of cambodia Stan-
dard rubber 10 (cSr10) rubber had 
jumped to $1,400 per tonne on Mon-
day, up from $1,314 last month.

the rates for higher grades of rub-
ber and rubber products that day 
were $1,500 per tonne for cSr5, 
$1,530 per tonne for cSr L and $2,200 
per tonne for rubber No 3 Smoked 
Sheet (rSS3), according to reththy.

reththy is the board chairman of 
conglomerate Mong reththy Group 
co Ltd, which has rubber, palm oil 
and mango plantations.

“this is good news for small, me-
dium and large farmers who are 
engaged in agriculture and agro-
rubber industry,” he said, adding 
that for the time being, the main 
problem is a lack of labour to har-
vest the commodity.

“If the price of rubber goes up, then 
we’ll dole out higher wages – there’d 
be no shortage of labour and we 
could harvest more rubber,” he said.

He noted that the jump in price 
has been further driven by recent 
adverse weather events that have 
disrupted tapping in rubber-pro-
ducing countries.

“the impact of natural disasters and 
floods has affected the rubber harvest, 
leading to insufficient supply of rub-
ber to the market, which is pushing up 
rubber prices now,” reththy said.

Kou Phally, the deputy head of the 
rubber Development Department 
under the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries’ General Di-
rectorate of rubber, told The Post 
on tuesday that the purchase price 
of local household rubber had ris-
en significantly to 2,500-2,700 riel 
($0.61-$0.66) per kg. 

“rubber prices have started to 
rise sharply since the beginning of 
october, as covid-19 creates greater 
demand for the commodity to pro-
duce gloves and tyres,” he said.

According to Phally, domestic rub-
ber prices will continue their climb for 
the foreseeable future as more growers 
shift to other various cash crops.

Major rubber producers have report-
ed between 500,000-800,000ha of trees 
at risk for disease transmission, which 

is bound to trim supply, he said.
He pointed out that rubber prices 

in the Kingdom have seen an overall 
downward trend since 2012.

Heng Sreng, the general manager 
of rubber producer and exporter 
Long Sreng International co Ltd, 
which runs the boeung Ket rubber 
Plantation in Kampong cham prov-
ince, told The Post on october 8 that 
his company’s rubber exports had 
fallen by about 30 per cent.

Due to market and price issues, he 
said, his company has shifted away 
from rubber plantations to yellow 
banana plantations, which are in 
high demand in china. So far, his 
company’s banana plantation has 

grown to more than 2,000ha.
“As the price of rubber continues 

to fall gradually, I decided to cut 
down many hectares of rubber trees 
to plant yellow bananas because ba-
nanas are more expensive and bring 
a larger profit,” he said.

cambodia exported 179,621 
tonnes of rubber in the first nine 
months of this year, a jump of 3.78 
per cent from the same period last 
year, ministry figures show.

rubber plantations in cambo-
dia account for a total of 403,195ha. 
of this, 290,609ha (72 per cent) are 
tapped for latex, while the remainder 
are in their immature phase and have 
yet to deliver their first harvest.

GLobAL stocks were mixed on 
tuesday before a key deadline 
to agree a pre-election US 
stimulus package as concerns 
weighed over a fresh surge in 
coronavirus infections.

In europe, London and Par-
is stocks were higher around 
the half-way mark but Frank-
furt lapsed into the red after 
an uninspiring performance 
in Asia and overnight losses 
on Wall Street.

World oil prices flattened, 
one day after the organisa-
tion of the Petroleum export-
ing countries (opec) and 
other major crude produc-
ers refrained from altering 
output policy despite weak 
virus-hit demand and stub-
born oversupply.

US Democrats and repub-
licans have meanwhile been 
haggling over a new covid-19 
stimulus package.

House Speaker Nancy Pelo-
si has set a tuesday deadline 
on the tense negotiations 
amid growing fears that noth-
ing will be approved before 
the November 3 presidential 
election.

cMc Markets analyst Mi-
chael Hewson said: “the like-
lihood of a deal taking place 
appears no more likely now 
than it was a week ago, with 

the window for it happening 
. . . closing fast, as tonight’s 
Pelosi-imposed tuesday 
deadline for getting a deal 
agreed comes into view.

“the lack of action is espe-
cially concerning given re-
ports that coronavirus cases 
are rising in excess of five per-
cent or more a day in 38 US 
states, raising concerns that 
the second wave that is cur-
rently sweeping across eu-
rope is starting to build into 
a possible third wave in the 
United States.”

Pelosi’s spokesman said she 
held talks with Secretary of 
the treasury Steven Mnuchin 
on Monday and would do so 
again on tuesday, adding that 
they continued to narrow 
their differences.

there is a growing consen-
sus that even if they do find 
an agreement – with US Pres-
ident Donald trump saying 
he is happy to even go past 
Pelosi’s $2.2 trillion proposal 
– Senate republicans would 
still not be prepared to back a 
massive spending bill.

the need for a stimulus is 
increasing as figures show 
fresh infections rising across 
the US, stoking concerns 
about the reimposition of 
economically damaging con-
tainment measures.

that comes as numerous 
european countries have been 
forced to put new targeted lock-
downs in place as they struggle 
to contain a second wave.

Investors are also keep-
ing tabs on post-brexit trade 
talks, with britain welcom-
ing signals that the european 
Union was ready to intensify 
them but saying the bloc’s 
commitments did not yet go 
far enough to restart face-to-
face negotiations.

the pound steadied on 
tuesday against the euro and 
dollar.

britain’s chief negotiator 
David Frost said he had held 
a “constructive discussion” 
with eU counterpart Michel 
barnier, but added on twit-
ter that the bloc “still needs to 
make a fundamental change 
in approach to the talks and 
make clear it has done so”.

Prime Minister boris John-
son has said he is willing to 
walk away without an agree-
ment if britain does not get 
what it wants. AFP

The price of CSR10 grade of natural rubber has jumped to $1,400 per tonne on Monday, up from $1,314 last month. HENG CHIVOAN

US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi Nancy Pelosi has set a Tuesday deadline 
for stimulus talks but hopes for a deal before the election are fading. AFP



Business
8 THE PHNOM PENH POST  october  21, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

cHINA’S super wealthy have 
earned a record $1.5 trillion this 
year, more than the past five 
years combined, as e-commerce 
and gaming boomed during 
pandemic lockdowns, an annu-
al rich list said on tuesday.

An extra 257 people also 
joined the billionaires club in 
the world’s number-two econ-
omy by August, following two 
years of shrinking member-
ship, according to the closely 
watched Hurun report.

the country now has a total of 
878 billionaires. the US had 626 
people in the top bracket at the 
start of the year, according to 
Hurun in its February global list.

the report found that there 
were around 2,000 individuals 
with a net worth of more than 
two billion yuan ($300 million) 
in August, giving them a com-
bined net worth of $4 trillion.

Jack Ma, founder of e-com-
merce titan Alibaba, once 
again topped the list after his 
wealth surged a whopping 45 
per cent to $58.8 billion as 
online shopping firms saw a 
surge in business owing to 
people being shut indoors for 
months during strict lock-
downs to contain the virus.

He was followed by Pony Ma 
($57.4 billion), boss of gaming 
giant and Wechat owner ten-
cent who made an extra 50 per 
cent despite concerns about 
his firm’s US outlook after it 
was threatened with bans there 
over national security fears.

First-time list member 
Zhong Shanshan, 66, best-
known for his bottled water 
brand Nongfu, parachuted 
into third spot with $53.7 bil-
lion after a Hong Kong initial 
public offering (IPo) last 
month, the report found.

“the world has never seen 
this much wealth created in 
just one year,” Hurun report 
chief researcher rupert Hoog-
ewerf said in a statement.

this year’s list shows china 
was “moving away from tradi-
tional sectors like manufactur-
ing and real estate, towards the 
new economy”, he added.

Wang Xing, founder of food 
delivery app Meituan, quadru-
pled his wealth and jumped 52 
places to 13th in the list with 
$25 billion, while richard Liu, 
the founder of online shopping 
platform JD.com doubled his 
money pile to $23.5 billion.

Healthcare entrepreneurs 
also moved up the list on the 
back of the pandemic, with 
Jiang rensheng, founder of 
vaccine-maker Zhifei, tripling 
his value to $19.9 billion.

china shut down major cities 
around the country in late Janu-
ary and February to contain the 
novel coronavirus, causing an 
unprecedented economic con-
traction in the first quarter.

With infections appearing to 
be under control, the country 
is on track to become the only 
major economy to expand this 
year, according to the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF).

on Monday, data showed the 
economy expanded 4.9 per cent 
in the third quarter. the urban 
jobless rate inched down to 5.4 
per cent last month. AFP

Indonesia deficit widens to more than 
$46 billion as gov’t spending picks up
I

NDoNeSIA’S budget deficit has 
risen to 682.1 trillion rupiah ($46 
billion) and is on track to reach the 
highest level in history this year as 

government spending increases and 
tax revenue dwindles, creating a need 
for debt financing.

the budget gap hit 4.16 per cent of 
the gross domestic product (GDP) last 
month, well within the government’s 
forecast of a record-high deficit of 6.34 
per cent, finance ministry data shows.

Finance minister Sri Mulyani Indra-
wati said the latest data indicated ac-
celeration in government spending that 
would prop up the economic recovery.

“the government has succeeded in 
accelerating spending, which will be 
able to boost the economy in the third 
and fourth quarters,” Sri Mulyani told 
reporters on Monday. “this is an all-out 
effort from us to revive the economy.”

State spending rose 15.5 per cent 
from the same period last year to 1.84 
quadrillion rupiah, or 67.2 per cent of 
the year’s target. Government spend-
ing rose 21.2 per cent year-on-year 
to 1.21 quadrillion rupiah as of Sep-
tember because of higher social and 
stimulus spending.

“We will maintain and accelerate 
government spending to drive eco-
nomic growth, but other policy mea-
sures should become the drivers go-
ing forward,” she said.

the other measures, Sri Mulyani 
said, included the Job creation Law, 
which she said would support the 
economy and help maintain fiscal 
sustainability.

As of last month, the government 
had collected 1.15 quadrillion rupiah 
in state revenue, a 13.7 per cent year-
on-year decline from last year be-
cause of falling tax revenue.

tax revenue itself, the main source of 
income for the government, fell by 16.9 
per cent year-on-year to 750.6 trillion 
rupiah because of a sharp fall in import 
taxes and a corporate income tax cut 
amid suppressed economic activity.

the budget deficit is expected to in-
crease the government’s debt to 38.5 
per cent of GDP this year. It has sold 

790.6 trillion rupiah worth of debt pa-
pers so far this year.

bank Indonesia (bI) has purchased 
320.8 trillion rupiah of that govern-
ment debt directly as part of a “bur-
den sharing” agreement between the 
government and the central bank.

Finance ministry financing and risk 
management director general Luky 
Alfirman said the government would 
fully utilise the burden sharing agree-
ment this year, adding that some of 
the proceeds would be used to finance 
the procurement of vaccines.

Danny Darussalam tax centre 
(DDtc) research partner bawono 
Kristiaji said the tax shortfall was 
impossible to avoid because of the 

covid-19 induced slowdown. He not-
ed that the government’s tax incen-
tives had also hit its tax revenue.

“the government’s decision to imple-
ment several measures such as the digi-
tal tax policy could help in expanding the 
tax base and lowering the tax shortfall,” 
he told The Jakarta Post. “but the tax out-
look will largely depend on economic 
performance in the fourth quarter.”

the cut in corporate tax from 25 per 
cent to 20 per cent starting in 2023 
will hurt the country’s revenue collec-
tion and impede fiscal consolidation, 
credit ratings agency Moody’s said 
recently, adding that the cut would 
result in about a $6 billion loss in gov-
ernment revenue each year, which 

would further drag down the coun-
try’s already low tax revenue.

bahana Sekuritas economist Sa-
tria Sambijantoro said the latest data 
showed that government expenditure 
would rebound and contribute posi-
tively to GDP in the third quarter of 
this year, after falling by 6.9 per cent 
in the second quarter.

He told the Post: “the budget deficit 
may reach the government’s target as 
recent data showed rising imports of 
raw materials and capital goods.

“We expect a positive surprise com-
ing in the fourth quarter because of 
rising investment in manufacturing 
and infrastructure.” THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

VN looks to tighten 
legality control of 
imported timber
tHe development and activation 
of a geographic origin and timber 
species risk category plays an 
important role in controlling the 
legality of imported timber, 
attendees heard at a seminar in 
Hanoi on october 16.

the Vietnam timber and For-
est Product Association (Vifor-
est) and associations in the field 
of wood processing and exports 
held the seminar on identifying 
and controlling risks in export-
ing and importing Vietnamese 
wood products.

In order to fulfil commitments 
under the Voluntary Partner-
ship Agreement on Forest Law 
enforcement, Governance and 
trade (VPA/FLeGt), Prime 
Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc 
issued Decree 102/2020/ND-cP 
on Vietnam’s timber legality 
assurance system (VNtLAS).

one of the important con-
tents of the decree is to develop 
mechanisms to strictly control 

the legality of imported raw 
wood. these mechanisms are 
based on criteria of risk classi-
fication by geographic regions 
and timber types.

Viforest chairman Do Xuan 
Lap said building and activat-
ing the list of geographic 
region and species risk catego-
ries played an important role 
in controlling the legality of 
imported timber.

these were necessary to 
maintain and develop the 
industry, fulfilling the govern-
ment’s commitments to the 
international community.

In addition to timber from 
domestically planted forests, 
the country still imports raw 
materials every year, including 
those from tropical countries 
such as countries in Africa, 
cambodia, Laos and Papua 
New Guinea.

to Xuan Phuc, an expert 
from Forest trends, said tim-

ber from these countries was 
often considered risky wood 
because these timber suppli-
ers did not meet the criteria for 
a risk-free geographical area.

the amount of tropical wood 
imported into Vietnam annu-
ally is about 1.5 million cubic 
metres, equivalent to 30 per 
cent of the total volume of 
wood imported into the coun-

try. Most of this is from Africa.
the wood business commu-

nity should diversify the sup-
ply of raw wood, reducing the 
proportion of imported sup-
plies from tropical countries, 
and increase the proportion 
from low-risk sources, the 
expert noted.

In addition, the government 
and timber associations need-

ed to come up with mecha-
nisms and messages to encour-
age the use of locally available 
raw materials, he added.

this would not only help the 
industry reduce risks in the 
use of raw materials, but also 
had direct meaning for mil-
lions of afforestation house-
holds today. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Super rich 
in china 
made $1.5t 
in covid era

State spending rose 15.5 per cent from the same period last year to 1.84 quadrillion rupiah, or 67.2 per cent of the year’s target. 
Government spending rose 21.2 per cent year-on-year to 1.21 quadrillion rupiah as of last month because of higher social and 
stimulus spending. PUBLIC DOMAIN

The amount of tropical wood imported into Vietnam annually is about 1.5 million cubic metres, equivalent to 
30 per cent of the total volume of wood imported into the country. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS
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SIX russian military intel-
ligence officers have been 
charged in the US with car-
rying out cyberattacks on 
Ukraine’s power grid, the 
2017 French elections and the 
2018 Winter olympic Games, 
the Justice Department an-
nounced on Monday.

the six GrU agents were 
also accused of staging a mal-
ware attack called “NotPetya” 
that infected computers of 
businesses worldwide, caus-
ing nearly $1 billion in losses 
to three US companies alone.

In addition, they allegedly 
targeted international inves-
tigations into the nerve agent 
poisoning of russian former 
double agent Sergei Skripal and 
his daughter, as well as waged 
cyberattacks on media outlets 
and parliament in Georgia.

At the same time, british 
Foreign Secretary Dominic 
raab accused russian mili-
tary intelligence services of 
carrying out internet recon-
naissance missions against 
targets linked to the tokyo 

olympics, before they were 
postponed until next year by 
the coronavirus pandemic.

“the targets included the 
Games’ organisers, logistics 
services and sponsors,” the For-
eign office said in a statement.

US Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral John Demers said the six 
officers were responsible for 
“the most disruptive and de-

structive series of computer 
attacks ever attributed to a 
single group”.

Demers said members of 
the same GrU unit have been 
charged previously with seek-
ing to disrupt the 2016 US 
elections – but there were “no 
[2020] election interference al-
legations” in this indictment.

the indictment of the six, 

none of whom are in US cus-
tody, was brought by a fed-
eral grand jury in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, where hospi-
tals were allegedly targeted by 
the NotPetya hackers.

the charges include conspir-
acy to conduct computer fraud 
and abuse, conspiracy to com-
mit wire fraud, wire fraud, dam-
aging protected computers, 
and aggravated identity theft.

Demers said the defendants 
launched destructive malware 
attacks against the electric pow-
er grid in Ukraine in December 
2015 and December 2016.

He said: “these were the 
first reported destructive 
malware attacks against the 
control systems of civilian 
critical infrastructure.

“these attacks turned out 
the lights and turned off the 
heat in the middle of the east-
ern european winter, as the 
lives of hundreds of thousands 
of Ukrainian men, women and 
children went dark and cold.”

the Justice Department said 
the defendants conducted 

“hack-and-leak” campaigns 
against French President em-
manuel Macron’s political party 
and local French governments 
prior to the 2017 elections.

Demers said the 2018 Pyeo-
ngchang Winter olympics in 
South Korea were targeted after 
russian athletes were banned 
from participating under their 
own flag because of govern-
ment-sponsored doping efforts.

“their cyberattack com-
bined the emotional maturity 
of a petulant child with the re-
sources of a nation state,” he 
said, adding that they attempt-
ed to pin it on North Korea.

“During the opening cer-
emony, they launched the 
‘olympic Destroyer’ malware 
attack, which deleted data 
from thousands of computers 
supporting the Games, render-
ing them inoperable,” he said.

the 2017 NotPetya attacks 
were aimed at businesses and 
critical infrastructure world-
wide, and US targets included 
hospitals, a subsidiary of de-
livery giant Fedex and a phar-

maceutical manufacturer.
In April 2018, spear phish-

ing campaigns were launched 
against investigations being 
carried out into the Skripal 
poisoning by the organisation 
for the Prohibition of chemical 
Weapons (oPcW) and the UK’s 
Defence Science and technol-
ogy Laboratory (DStL).

In Georgia, a spear phish-
ing campaign was launched 
in 2018 against a major media 
company, and in 2019, efforts 
were made to compromise 
the computer network of the 
country’s parliament, accord-
ing to the Justice Department.

the six were identified as 
Yuriy Sergeyevich Andrienko, 
32; Sergey Vladimirovich Detis-
tov, 35; Pavel Valeryevich Frol-
ov, 28; Anatoliy Sergeyevich 
Kovalev, 29, Artem Valeryevich 
ochichenko, 27; and Petr 
Nikolayevich Pliskin, 32.

Kovalev was indicted previ-
ously in 2018, for attempting 
to gain access to US computers 
involved in the administration 
of the 2016 US elections. AFP

US charges russian intel officers over major cyberattacks

After teacher’s beheading, France sets 
sights on ‘enemies of the republic’
F

reNcH police have con-
ducted a series of raids tar-
geting Islamist networks, 
three days after the behead-

ing of a history teacher who had 
shown his pupils a cartoon of the 
Prophet Mohammed.

Interior minister Gerald Darma-
nin vowed that there would be “not a 
minute’s respite for enemies of the re-
public”, after tens of thousands took 
part in rallies countrywide on Sunday 
to honour teacher Samuel Paty and 
defend freedom of expression.

A silent rally was planned on tues-
day evening, as well as a ceremony on 
Wednesday at the Sorbonne attended 
by President emmanuel Macron.

Fifteen people have been de-
tained so far, including four pupils 
who may have helped the killer – an 
18-year-old of chechen origin who 
was killed by police – to identify the 
teacher in return for payment.

Law enforcement carried out 40 
raids on Monday, mostly around 
Paris, with many more planned.

“We want to harass and destabilise 
this movement in a very determined 
way,” one ministry source said.

Darmanin said the government 
would also tighten its grip on insti-
tutions and charities with suspected 
links to Islamist networks.

Paty, 47, was attacked on his way 
home from the junior high school 
where he taught in conflans-Sainte-
Honorine, 40km northwest of Paris.

A witness, who gave only his first 
name Stephane to news channel 
LcI, said he was nearby when the 
“barbaric” attack happened, shel-
tering with his children.

“We did not know what is going on. 
there was just a beheaded man in 
front of our house,” he said, adding he 
then saw the assailant take pictures.

A photo of the teacher and a mes-

sage confessing to his murder was 
found on the mobile phone of his kill-
er, Abdullakh Anzorov, who arrived in 
France with his family from the pre-
dominantly Muslim russian region of 
chechnya more than a decade ago.

Four members of the killer’s family 
were among those detained.

the killing has drawn parallels 
with the 2015 massacre at French 
satirical magazine charlie Hebdo, 
where 12 people, including cartoon-
ists, were gunned down for publish-
ing cartoons of Mohammed.

Paty had shown his class one of 
the controversial images after first 

giving Muslim children the option 
to leave the classroom.

but the lesson nonetheless caused 
uproar. 

the father of one of Paty’s pupils 
launched an online campaign against 
the teacher and has now been arrested 
along with a known Islamist radical.

Darmanin accused the pair of in 
effect issuing a “fatwa” against the 
teacher.

officials named two groups they 
would target for closure – the collective 
Against Islamophobia in France that 
says it monitors attacks against Mus-
lims, and barakacity, which describes 

itself as a humanitarian organisation.
In a social media post, barakacity 

accused Darmanin of “going mad” 
and said he was taking advantage of 
a tragedy.

Darmanin also ordered the clo-
sure of a Paris mosque, accusing its 
imam of encouraging intimidation 
of the teacher and publicising the 
school’s address.

Meanwhile, Paris prosecutors 
said they had opened an investiga-
tion into a French neo-Nazi website 
hosted abroad that republished the 
photo of Paty’s decapitated corpse 
posted to twitter by the killer. AFP

Samuel Paty was attacked on his way home from the junior high school where he taught in Conflans-Sainte-Honorine. AFP

china orders 
probe over 
taipei office 
assault in Fiji
cHINA’S foreign ministry on Monday 
denied a claim that an employee of the 
taipei trade office in Fiji was assaulted 
by diplomats from the chinese embas-
sy, calling it a trick of “a thief crying: 
‘Stop thief’” and said Fiji should thor-
oughly investigate the incident.

Quoting the chinese embassy to 
Fiji, ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian 
told a regular news briefing in beijing 
that the taipei trade office in the Pacif-
ic island nation “publicly held the so-
called ‘national day’ event on the 
evening of october 8”.

At the event, the “self-styled flag” 
and a cake decorated with the image 
of the “self-styled flag” were displayed, 
said Zhao, adding that such moves 
attempting to create “two chinas” or 
“one china, one taiwan” internation-
ally violated the one-china principle 
and the relevant rules and regulations 
of the Fijian government.

on the same evening, the staff of the 
taipei trade office acted provocatively 
against chinese embassy staff members 
who were carrying out their official 
duties in the public area outside the 
venue of the function, causing injuries 
and damage to one chinese diplomat, 
according to the embassy’s statement.

china has expressed concerns to 
Fiji about the incidents, requesting 
Fiji to hold the perpetrators account-
able according to law and expecting 
the country to tackle the issue prop-
erly, according to the statement.

the Fijian government has been 
adhering to the one-china principle, 
and required taiwan business insti-
tutions in Fiji not to use inappropri-
ate names or create “two chinas” or 
“one china, one taiwan” in Fiji’s ter-
ritory last year, Zhao said, adding that 
china appreciated such a practice. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

An FBI poster shows six Russian military intelligence officers accused 
of staging cyberattacks. POOL/AFP
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tHe global covid-19 pan-
demic has put Indonesian 
animal conservation centres 
in jeopardy.

conservation centres across 
the archipelago, especially in 
bali, were struggling to cover 
the costs for food and medi-
cine stocks for the animals 
as well as other expenses, the 
Indonesian Zoo Association 
(PKbSI) said on Saturday.

In March, all conservation 
centres in Indonesia were 
temporarily closed to curb 
the spread of covid-19.

Although the centres have 
resumed operations with 
health protocol in place, the 
association said that revenue 
from visitors could not cover 
the expenses.

PKbSI chairman rahman 
Shah said the conversation 
centres needed help from the 
government as well as local 
administrations, explaining 
that the PKbSI alone could 
not save them.

currently, there are 57 con-
servation centres under the as-
sociation. the centres are home 
to 68,933 animals of 4,912 spe-
cies endemic to Indonesia or 
from other parts of the world.

A survey conducted by the 
PKbSI in April showed that 92 
per cent of the association’s 
members in Sumatra, Java, 
bali, Lombok and Kalimantan 
– 55 zoos – only had enough 
stock to feed their animals 
until mid-May.

the survey also found that 

only three zoos were able to 
provide food for one to three 
months, while only two had 
enough for more than three 
months.

Following the outbreak 
of the covid-19 pandemic, 
the association had pursued 
various efforts to assist the 
conservation centres, such as 
food distribution to all centres 
and a fundraising programme 
called Food for Animals.

the latter was held to im-
prove the living conditions 
of animals in zoos, especially 
those endemic to the country, 
such as the Sumatran tiger, 
the bornean orangutan and 
Sumatran elephant.

However, all conservation 
centres and zoos still rely 
on revenue from admission 
tickets, which was greatly im-
pacted by the temporary clo-
sure of the centres.

the PKbSI added that, al-
though some zoos were man-
aged by local administrations 
and funded by regional bud-
gets, they still needed funds 
from ticket sales.

With regard to the revenue 
collected in the pre-corona-
virus days, the PKbSI said 
that the funds had been used 
to build new facilities and 
cover expenses over the past 
five months, explaining that 
the operational costs for all 
conservation centres were 
around 35 billion rupiah ($2.4 
million) per month. THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Animal conservation 
centres in predicament

thai PM recalls 
parliament as 
thousands rally

Indonesia, US to enhance defence ties

t
HoUSANDS of thais defied 
a fresh government warning 
on Monday and again took to 
the streets, as the embattled 

premier recalled parliament to thrash 
out how to end weeks of protests.

the protesters rallied in three 
locations in the capital, singing 
the national anthem and raising a 
three-finger salute borrowed from 
the Hunger Games movies that has 
come to symbolise opposition to the 
military-backed government.

Some carried signs reading slo-
gans such as “2020 is a bad year, but 
thai politics are worse”.

earlier on Monday, embattled 
Prime Minister Prayut chan-o-cha 
said parliament – currently in recess 
– would be recalled to discuss how 
to reduce tensions, and warned pro-
testers not to break the law.

“the government has already com-
promised to some degree,” he said. 

Protesters have defied a government 
ban imposed last week prohibiting 
gatherings of more than four people 
after some activists gave the democ-
racy salute to a royal motorcade.

the largely leaderless movement 
is calling for the resignation of Pr-
ayut – a former army chief and mas-
termind of a 2014 coup – as well as 
the re-writing of the military-draft-
ed constitution they say rigged last 
year’s election in his favour.

they are also calling for the re-

form of the kingdom’s powerful 
and ultra-wealthy monarchy – a 
long-taboo subject.

they want the abolition of a defa-
mation law that shields King Maha 
Vajiralongkorn from criticism, 
greater transparency of royal fi-
nances, and for the monarch to stay 
out of politics.

on Monday, protesters used se-
cure messaging platforms to or-
ganise gatherings across bangkok, 
seemingly keeping a step ahead of 
authorities trying to block access to 
rally points.

‘Anxious every day’
“I’ve never been so anxious every 

day to find out where the mob is – 
it’s worse than lottery day!” Kaykai, 
55, told AFP, adding that she sup-
ports the “guerilla” tactics of the 
younger generation.

“the police will never catch up 
with them.”

“this government needs to end,” 
added Plai, a 19-year-old who trav-
elled from thailand’s northeast 
to join the protest, which ended 
around 7:30pm (1130 GMt).

“I don’t want our taxes to be wast-
ed anymore.”

the movement appeared to be 
gaining traction across the king-
dom, with rallies on Monday in cit-
ies such as Songkhla in the south, 
and chiang Mai in the north.

It has gained momentum since 
July, but sharply escalated last week 
after a group of protesters surround-
ed a royal motorcade and flashed 
the three-fingered democracy salute 
at Queen Suthida.

two activists now face charges un-
der a rarely used law banning “vio-
lence against the queen”, and face a 
maximum sentence of life in prison 
if convicted.

‘Protect the monarchy’
confrontations escalated further 

on Friday when riot police used wa-
ter cannon and other strong-arm tac-
tics, provoking widespread outrage.

Prayut warned on Monday the govern-
ment needed to protect the monarchy.

“this is the duty of all thais,” he 
told reporters.

Apart from arrests by police, the 
Ministry of Digital economy and So-
ciety said it had flagged more than 
325,000 messages on social media 
platforms that violated the com-
puter crimes Act, which critics say 
is used to muzzle dissent.

the ministry was also asked to 
consider suspending telegram, a 
messaging app that activists have 
pivoted to in recent days, police 
chief Suwat Jangyodsuk said.

Police warned local media outlets 
that their coverage of the protests 
would be scrutinised for possible il-
legal content.

Still, protesters on Monday scoffed 

at these measures.
“they think they have so much 

power to shut people down online, 
but they don’t realise they can’t catch 
up with us new generation and the 
technology we grew up with,” said 
an 18-year-old nicknamed Apple.

#SaveFreePress and #Mob19oc-
tober trended in thailand on twit-
ter – one of several platforms being 
used by the tech-savvy protesters to 
coordinate their activity.

they have also copied many tac-
tics employed by Hong Kong pro-
testers during months of frequently 
violent clashes there last year, in-
cluding using improvised protective 
clothing in case of confrontations 
with riot police. AFP

INDoNeSIA and the US have 
agreed to boost defence and 
security cooperation after a 
meeting between Indonesian 
Minister of Defence Prabowo 
Subianto and US Secretary of 
Defence Mark esper in Wash-
ington.

the top defence officials dis-
cussed “regional security, bi-
lateral defence priorities, and 
defence acquisitions” in their 
meeting on october 16, accord-
ing to a joint statement released 
by Indonesia’s Defence Minis-
try and the US Department of 
Defence on the same day.

they expressed their com-
mon intention “to enhance 
bilateral military-to-military 
activities and work together 
on maritime security”.

the statement said: “Sec-
retary esper communicated 
the importance of uphold-
ing human rights, the rule of 
law and professionalisation 
as the two countries expand 
their engagement.

“Minister Subianto ex-
pressed the importance of 
military engagement at all 
levels, and communicated his 
appreciation for the United 
States’ support for Indonesia’s 
defence modernisation.”

but it did not elaborate 
what kind of support Prabo-
wo had referred to. Defence 
ministry spokesman Dahnil 
Anzar Simanjuntak could not 
be reached for comment.

there has been no official 
announcement about any deal 
that Indonesia sealed with the 
US during Prabowo’s five-day 

visit, which ended on Monday.
the trip was a follow-up to 

Prabowo’s phone call with his 
US counterpart on August 4, in 
which, according to a readout 
by the US Department of De-
fence, both talked about mari-
time security, defence acquisi-
tions and military exercises.

Indonesia’s defence min-
istry is trying to modernise 
its weapon systems, and has 
shown interest in some US-
made ones.

Prabowo, appointed de-
fence minister last year after 
losing the presidential elec-
tion twice to Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo, had earlier met his 
counterparts from china, 
russia and other key arms 
suppliers – all US adversar-
ies – and discussed Indone-
sia’s current needs in defence, 
while also touching on some 

regional affairs.
the US was expected to 

renew warnings to Jakarta 
against major arms purchas-
es from Moscow, and experts 
warned that purchasing rus-
sian fighter jets could lead to 
US sanctions under the US 
countering America’s Adver-
saries through Sanctions Act 
(caatsa), reuters reported.

Prabowo’s visit also came 
at a time when Washington is 
setting its sight on Southeast 
Asian partners and renew-
ing its interest in the energy-
rich South china Sea, where 
china has overlapping claims 
with other countries.

Indonesia is not a party in 
the dispute, but its Natuna 
Sea borders the waters.

Among the future coop-
eration between the US and 
Indonesia is the restarting of 

work to recover the remains 
of US personnel lost in Indo-
nesia during World War II, un-
der a memorandum of intent 
signed by Prabowo and esper, 
the statement said.

“both leaders expressed sym-
pathies to those affected by the 
covid-19 in the United States 
and Indonesia,” it added.

the US has handed over 
ventilators and $12.3 million in 
covid-19 relief funding to Indo-
nesia, the world’s fourth most 
populous nation of nearly 270 
million people, where 365,240 
have been infected and 12,617 
killed by the coronavirus.

Prabowo, a 69-year-old 
former army’s special forces 
commander, was previously 
banned from entering the US 
for two decades due to his 
alleged role in past human 
rights violations, including 
the 1998 riots after the fall of 
Indonesia’s strongman Suhar-
to, his former father-in-law.

concerns over human 
rights abuses had also ended 
the cooperation between the 
Indonesia and US military.

Human rights advocates had 
protested Washington’s latest 
move to grant Prabowo a visa.

In a joint letter to US Secre-
tary of State Michael Pompeo 
dated october 13, Amnesty 
International and other 
groups had said the decision 
to lift the travel ban on him is 
“abrupt, complete reversal of 
longstanding US foreign poli-
cy which has been in place for 
20 years”. THE STRAITS TIMES (SINGA-

PORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Protesters display a sign calling for the resignation of Thai Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha at a rally in Bangkok on Monday. AFP

Indonesia’s defence ministry is trying to modernise its weapon systems, 
and has shown interest in some US-made ones. AFP
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Opinion

I
N tHe fight against covid-19, 
success has so far been defined 
by responses in Asia and the 
Pacific. Many countries in our 

region have been hailed as reference 
points in containing the virus. Yet if 
the region is to build back better, the 
success of immediate responses 
should not distract from the weak-
nesses covid-19 has laid bare.

too many people in our region are 
left to fend for themselves in times of 
need. this pandemic was no excep-
tion. comprehensive social protection 
systems could right this wrong. build-
ing these systems must be central to 
our long-term recovery strategy.

Illness or unemployment, pregnan-
cy or old age, disability or injury 
should never be allowed to push peo-
ple into poverty. During a pandemic, 
social protection schemes facilitate 
access to healthcare and provide life-
lines when jobs are lost, rescuing 
households and stabilising econo-
mies. this has been recognised by 
governments in the face of covid-19. 

over 300 new social protection 
measures have been taken across 40 
countries in the region. existing 
schemes have been strengthened, ad 
hoc packages rolled out and invest-
ment increased.

this recent appreciation for social 
protection is welcome. It must be 
maintained, because the most effec-
tive responses to covid-19 have been 
from countries which had robust 
social protection systems in the first 
place. the logistics of taking measures 
during an unfolding crisis are compli-
cated; setbacks and delays inevitable. 
Well-resourced social protection sys-
tems built over time are just better 
placed to deal with the unexpected. 

However, these systems still do not 
exist in many of parts of our region.

A recent report by the International 
Labour organisation (ILo) and the 
UN economic and Social commission 
for Asia and the Pacific (eScAP), “the 
Protection We Want”, finds that more 
than half the region’s population has 
no coverage whatsoever. only a hand-
ful of countries have comprehensive 
social protection systems and public 
spending in this area remains well 
below global average. In many coun-
tries in South Asia and the Pacific, 
public expenditure on social protec-
tion is as low as two per cent of GDP.

Where social protection systems do 
exist, their coverage is riddled with 
gaps. the youngest, least educated 
and poorest are frequently left 
uncovered by healthcare in the 

region. Many poverty targeted 
schemes never reach families most in 
need. Maternity, unemployment, 
sickness and disability benefits are 
the preserve of a minority of workers 
in the formal economy, leaving 70 per 
cent of workers locked out of contrib-
utory schemes. Lower labour force 
participation among women accen-
tuates gaps in coverage. Population 
ageing, migration, urbanisation and 
increasing natural disasters make 
social protection ever more urgent.

Investing in a basic level of social 
protection for everyone – a social 
protection floor – would immediately 
improve livelihoods. the UN’s simu-
lations across 13 developing coun-
tries in the region show that universal 
coverage of basic child benefits, disa-
bility benefits and old-age pensions 
would slash the proportion of recipi-
ent households living in poverty by 
up to 18 percentage points. 

the decrease in poverty would be 
greatest in Indonesia, followed by Sri 

Lanka and Georgia. Purchasing power 
would surge in recipient households 
supporting increases in per capita 
consumption in the lowest income 
groups. In nine out of 13 countries 
analysed, more than a third of the 
population currently living in poverty 
would no longer be impoverished.

these phenomenal development 
gains are within reach for most coun-
tries in Asia and the Pacific. estab-
lishing basic schemes for children, 
older persons and persons with disa-

bilities would cost between two and 
six per cent of GDP. It is a significant 
investment, but affordable if we 
make universal social protection sys-
tems a fundamental part of broader 
national development strategies.

Yet it is not only the level of funding 
that matters, but the way the funds are 
spent. to achieve universal coverage, 
we need a pragmatic mix of contribu-
tory and non-contributory schemes. 
this would deliver a vital minimum 
level of protection regardless of previ-

ous income and support a gradual 
move to higher levels of protection 
through individual contributions.

New approaches to funding participa-
tion can extend social protection to 
workers in the informal economy. 
Schemes that reward unpaid care work 
and are complemented by subsidised 
childcare services can form a decisive 
step towards more inclusive and gender 
equal societies. And new technologies, 
including phone-based platforms, can 
accelerate delivery across populations. 

As we focus on building back better 
in the aftermath of the pandemic, our 
region has an opportunity to make 
universal social protection a reality. In 
so doing, we could bring an end to the 
great injustice that leaves the vulnera-
ble in our societies most exposed. 

Governments from across Asia-Pa-
cific will convene later this month at 
eScAP’s Sixth committee on Social 
Development to strengthen regional 
cooperation in this area. Let us seize 
the opportunity to accelerate 
progress towards universal social 
protection, and reduce poverty and 
inequality in Asia and the Pacific. THE 

NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana is the UN under-
secretary-general and executive secretary of 
the Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific. Chihoko Asada Miyakawa is 
the International Labour Organisation’s (ILO) 
regional director for Asia and the Pacific.

opinion
Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana 

and Chihoko Asada Miyakawa

Enhanced social protection an  
opportunity Asia-Pacific must grasp

Comprehensive social protection systems must be central to long-term recovery strategy. Illness or unemployment, pregnancy or old 
age, disability or injury should never be allowed to push people into poverty. afp

Investing in a basic level of 
social protection for everyone . . . 

would immediately improve 
livelihoods 
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creativity & Innovation

High-tech on frontlines of disaster prevention
Hong Raksmey
 

t
eP Machcha, which means 
‘mermaid’ in Khmer, is nei-
ther fish nor man – it’s a water 
gauge designed to give people 

living nearby waterways early warnings 
when floods are imminent. the system 
is built to constantly gauge water depth 
and relay data over a mobile network to 
a centralised web application.

“the device is built with an ultra-
sonic sensor along with designed 
controllers to measure water depth. 
Normally, it is placed on a bridge,” says 
Lim Sangva, a co-founder of ArrowDot, 
which developed the product.  

If water levels reach a dangerous 
depth, the online server sends a warn-
ing to the Provincial committee for 
Disaster Management (PcDM), which 
then sends alerts to citizens enrolled in 
the early Warning System 1294 (eWS 
1294), a mobile phone-based public 
alert system for natural disasters. 

Anyone can register with the sys-
tem for free by dialling 1294 and fol-
lowing the prompts.

Sangva says cambodia is facing de-
velopmental challenges due to climate 
change. Longer dry seasons and short-
er, more intense rainy seasons have 
caused more frequent and more severe 
floods and droughts in the country. 

“At the same time, climate change 
and other issues are impacting agri-
culture production, affecting house-
hold incomes and putting pressure 
on food security,” he says. 

Sangva says effective early warning 
systems enable timely responses to 
natural hazards and extreme weath-
er events, as well as risk-averse de-
velopment planning.

“this goes beyond advisories relat-
ed to changing climatic trends which 
result from analysing climate and 
weather data over time,” he says. 

tep Machcha devices are made to 

monitor climate and environmental 
data on a real-time basis, allowing the 
system to identify trends and make re-
liable predictions of weather events. 

the devices present water levels in 
three colours – green is normal, yellow 
presents a warning and red indicates a 
severe alert.

Sangva says the NGo People In 
Need cambodia came up with the 
idea for tep Machcha and partnered 
with ArrowDot, an ‘internet of things’ 
solution company to make the prod-
uct a reality. ArrowDot designs, man-
ufactures and installs the devices. 

Mech Sreyleak, a technical assis-
tant at People In Need cambodia, 
tells The Post: “We want tep Mach-
cha to support the early Warning 
System in the possible event of a 
natural disaster in cambodia.”

Sreyleak says tep Machcha devices 
are solar-powered, GSM-enabled, so-
nar-based gauges built on open source 
technology. they are installed at loca-
tions vulnerable to flooding as per rec-
ommendations from the PcDM.

At a flood-prone region in takeo 

province’s borei cholsar district, 
Sreyleak installs the 43rd device in 
cambodia. the actual device is a sen-
sor box covered in metal, powered by 
a solar panel. the water gauge is at-
tached to a bridge or pole. 

In a video presentation of the prod-
uct, Sreyleak says the sensor detects 
the water level and sends the data to 
two people in charge of the eWS 1294 
system at the provincial hall. 

“this water gauge sends water lev-
el data to the PcDM every 15 min-
utes,” she says.

“Now we’ve installed 43 tep Mach-
cha devices nationwide and 12 de-
vices are active while the others are 
undergoing maintenance.” 

the eWS 1294 website shows the 
device at work. Preah Vihear’s San-
dan district flashes a red-coloured 
pin to indicate a water level alarm. 

A PcDM employee receives the 
alert and sends out voice messages 
to eWS 1294 subscribers’ mobile 
phones, alerting residents well in 
advance of any potential disaster. 

the effective pairing of tep Mach-

cha devices and the eWS 1294 warn-
ing system ensures people living in 
flood-prone areas have time to pro-
tect their properties and evacuate 
before any real danger arrives.

the eWS 1294 was launched in 
2013 by People In Need cambodia 
and currently has 114,773 users in 
the country. 

Sangva says: “All NGos and gov-

ernment bodies involved with di-
saster response would do well to use 
the tep Machcha devices.” 

For more information about tep Mach-
cha devices, visit ArrowDot’s or People in 
Need cambodia’s Facebook pages.

Visit eWS 1294’s website for more 
information about preventing di-
sasters in flood-prone areas: http://
ews1294.info/en/home/.

The devices are solar-powered and transmit data through mobile networks. supplied

Data is transmitted to officials, who issue alerts through the EWS 1294 system. supplied

Tbong Khmum province’s Boeung Proul commune chief Try Teang with the device. pin

The Tep Machcha devices 
are typically installed on 
bridges in flood-prone 
areas. supplied
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I
t IS no secret that thousands of 
laboratories around the world 
use cells derived from a fetus 
that was aborted decades ago 

to develop vital medicines.
but it is a contentious topic in the 

US, where conservatives and anti-
abortion activists have long deemed 
the practice unethical.

the matter is once more under 
the spotlight after President Donald 
trump was treated for covid-19 us-
ing regeneron’s antibody treatment. 
the company used aborted fetal 
cells as part of its testing process.

“It’s becoming annoying,” Andrea 
Gambotto, a professor at the University 
of Pittsburgh, said of the controversy.

Gambotto has used a cell line 
called HeK 293, the same used by 
regeneron, as part of his research 
for 25 years.

“It’d be a crime to ban the use of 
these cells,” he added. “It never 
harmed anybody – it was a dead 
embryo so the cells back then [were 
used], instead of being discarded, 
they were used for research.”

the big advantage of these cells, 
which were developed in the early 
1970s, is that they now represent a 
“gold standard” in the pharmaceuti-
cal industry.

If Gambotto – who is leading a 
covid-19 vaccine research project 
himself – one day succeeds, his vac-
cine can be produced anywhere in 
the world, thanks to HeK293.

“You can go to India and make a 
vaccine for all the world,” he said. to 
those who call for the development 
of alternatives, he says, “You don’t 
need to go back 30 years and rein-
vent the wheel.”

Essential to research
the original cells were trans-

formed and immortalized in January 
1973 by a young canadian postdoc 
by the name of Frank Graham, who 
was working at the time in Leiden, 
the Netherlands in the laboratory of 
Professor Alex van der eb.

Normally, a cell has a finite num-
ber of divisions, but Graham man-
aged to modify these cells so that 

they divide ad infinitum. 
this was his 293rd experiment, 

hence the name of the line (HeK 
stands for “human embryonic kid-
ney cells”).

“Use of fetal tissue was not un-
common in that period,” Graham, a 
professor emeritus at canada’s Mc-
Master University who now lives in 
Italy, told AFP.

“Abortion was illegal in the Nether-
lands until 1984 except to save the life 
of the mother. consequently I have 
always assumed that the HeK cells 
used by the Leiden lab must have de-

rived from a therapeutic abortion.”
Vaccine developers like HeK293 

because the cells are malleable and 
transformable into virus mini-fac-
tories. to grow viruses, you always 
need a host cell. It can be a chicken 
egg, but human cells are preferable 
in human medicine.

In the case of covid-19 vaccines, 
several makers have used HeK293 
to generate what are called “viral 
vectors”.

these are weakened versions of com-
mon cold-causing adenoviruses that 
are loaded with the genetic instruc-

tions for human cells to manufacture 
a surface protein of the coronavirus. 
this elicits an immune response that 
the body remembers when it encoun-
ters the real coronavirus.

three vaccines that are in ad-
vanced trials use HeK293 lines – the 
oxford vaccine co-developed with 
AstraZeneca, china’s canSino bio-
logics vaccine and russia’s Gama-
leya Institute vaccine.

Johnson & Johnson uses the other 
major fetal cell line, Per.c6.

Several other companies, such 
as Moderna and Pfizer, have used 

HeK293 to develop “pseudoviruses” 
to test their drugs.

Vaccines against ebola and tuber-
culosis, as well as gene therapies, 
have also been created with HeK293 
cells, said Graham.

“I take great satisfaction from the 
fact that the cells I created nearly 50 
years ago have played a major role 
in numerous advances in biomedi-
cal research and in the production 
of vaccines and medicines,” said the 
professor, who dislikes commenting 
on the controversy that periodically 
emerges over their origin. afp

Thou Vireak

california-based the Habit 
burger Grill restaurant chain 
is all set to serve up a delicious 
array of charbroiled burgers 
and sides at its newest inter-
national location in the centre 
of Phnom Penh.

the Habit is “renowned for 
its award-winning charburg-
ers grilled over an open flame, 
signature sandwiches, fresh-
cut salads and more”, it said 
in a press release as it gears up 
for its Wednesday debut at a 
tela petrol station in tuol Kork 
district.

“the Habit burger Grill is 
california’s best-kept secret, 
as it’s been awarded various 
food-focused awards in the 
US.

“At the centre of the Habit’s 
menu is the signature char-

burger, made with a fresh 100 
per cent ground beef patty, 
chargrilled over an open flame 
for unique smoky flavour, and 
topped with cheese, carame-
lised onions, pickles, fresh to-
mato slices, crisp lettuce and 
mayo served on a toasted bun.

“the Habit has been serv-
ing the best tasting burger in 
America exactly this way since 
1969,” it said.

chief brand officer Iwona 
Alter says she is thrilled to 
work with leading oil and pet-
rol company – and the Habit’s 
new franchise partner – Kam-
puchea tela co Ltd as part of 
the chain’s ambitions to ex-
pand abroad and foray into 
new markets.

“We look forward to creat-
ing new Habit fans by inviting 
them to enjoy our handcrafted 
chargrilled food delivered with 

best-in-class hospitality and in 
a welcoming Southern califor-
nia environment,” she says.

cambodia will be the Habit’s 
third country in its expansion 
campaign after the US and its 
eight locations in china.

the two-storey location will 
offer dine-in and take out, the 

chain noted.
It said: “this is just the begin-

ning, the Habit is partnering 
with Kampuchea tela co Ltd 
to develop and operate restau-
rants throughout cambodia.”

In anticipation of the grand 
opening, local guests were 
invited for an exclusive sneak 

peek of the menu, it noted. 
the first 200 guests at each 
of four events held on octo-
ber 16-17 at 11:30am-1:30pm 
and at 5pm-7pm received a 
complimentary charburger, 
French fries and drink.

chy Sila, the entrepreneur 
who runs a home-grown res-

taurant empire in Phnom 
Penh, noted that fast food re-
mains popular among cam-
bodians, especially the young-
er generation.

“As I see it, the fast food mar-
ket is still strong in cambodia, 
where people still really love to 
eat,” he said.

Fetal cells from the 1970s shape modern meds 

Would you like 
fries with that? 
US burger chain 
makes PP debut

US President Donald Trump was treated for Covid-19 using Regeneron’s antibody treatment. afp

The Habit Burger Grill will open its first location in Phnom Penh on Wednesday. the habit



14 THE PHNOM PENH POST  october  21, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Taken ___ (surprised)
  6 Actor LaBeouf
 10 Edible corm
 14 Yak incessantly
 15 Labor strenuously
 16 Place of refuge 
17 It may be ruby red
 20 Tolkien cannibal
 21 Libeler, essentially
 22 More than enough
 23 Two barbershop quartets
 25 Oft-misplaced items
 26 Early lab burner
 28 Bit of trivia
 32 They have a central meeting 

place
 34 ___-de-camp
 35 Hr. fragment
 38 Boer War participant
 42 It’s sometimes written in the 

sand
 43 Lowest high tide
 44 Giver’s opposite
 45 Fretful
 48 Staff note
 49 Scuttling crustacean

 51 Some pottery class projects
 53 Saffron-flavored Spanish dish
 55 Place for a fly, in jokes
 56 Van Gogh’s love offering
 59 Drink with distilled cider
 62 Leaves home?
 63 Additive to some tissues
 64 One place to be lost
 65 Sword handle
 66 Out of the rat race (abbr.)
 67 Winter temps may be in them
DOWN
  1 Bearer of the Golden Fleece
  2 Hamilton’s foe
  3 They might put the squeeze on 

you
  4 Suspect chaser
  5 Genuflected
  6 Sedimentary rock layers
  7 College-credit unit
  8 Roman trio?
  9 Sax range
 10 Gave the slip to
 11 Per diem
 12 Chops into cubes
 13 Metals from the earth
 18 Feudal lord’s realm

 19 Most lacking in seriousness
 24 Adam’s firstborn
 26 Winged god of love
 27 It’s harvested in Hawaii
 29 Wrists
 30 Winnerless game
 31 Poem of homage
 33 Of low character
 35 Add up
 36 Bit in a newspaper
 37 He fiddled infamously
 39 Always, in poesy
 40 Word before “flung” or “fetched”
 41 Break, as a horse
 45 Bill holder
 46 Called up, as a memory
 47 Apply crudely, as paint
 49 Bay of Naples island
 50 Fend off
 52 He could eat no fat
 53 Appalachian Trail, e.g.
 54 Slightly open, as a door
 55 Sean Connery is one
 57 Main port in Yemen
 58 Showy Scandinavian rugs
 60 Public-house drink
 61 Dined

“CERTAIN COCKTAIL” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

K
NeeLING beside 
tigran Petrosyan’s 
body draped in the 
flag of Nagorno-

Karabakh,  his mother pressed 
her cheek to his face one last 
time.

“My son, how are you . . . my 
son, how are you,” she repeat-
ed, her voice shaking and her 
eyes filled with tears.

Petrosyan was a 26-year-old 
police officer in Stepanakert, 
the main city in this disputed 
region, before joining Arme-
nian separatist forces battling 
with Azerbaijan for control of 
the mountainous province.

He was killed on thursday 
in a drone strike on his ve-
hicle as he headed to fight in 
the Hadrut area on the south 
of the frontline.

Friends, family and com-
rades – some in police or mil-
itary uniforms – gathered for 
his funeral on Saturday in a 
part of the Stepanakert cem-
etery reserved for war dead.

they stood quietly, their 
faces down and their eyes red, 
the silence broken only by his 
mother’s sobs.

A few of the men smoked 
cigarettes in the bright sun-
shine. there were no children 
– most families fled Step-
anakert when the city came 
under heavy shelling after 
new fighting over Karabakh 
erupted on September 27.

the region broke from baku’s 
control in a 1990s war that left 
more than 30,000 dead. Azer-
baijan and Armenia, which 
backs the separatists, have since 
been locked in a bitter conflict.

the two countries agreed 
to a new ceasefire from mid-
night on Sunday but both 
sides quickly accused the 

other of violating the truce.
In the cemetery in the cen-

tre of Stepanakert, backhoes 
were digging up areas to bury 
the newly dead alongside the 
graves of soldiers killed in the 
first war over Karabakh.

‘The wrath of God’
twenty-five new graves 

were dug for those killed in 
the new clashes, with simple 
flat stone crosses laid over 
mounds of dry earth or, for 
the poorest families, stones 
laid in the shape of a cross.

Another soldier was quickly 
laid to rest. His father, in a worn 
white parka, kneeled for a few 
minutes before the grave, his 
body shaking with sobs. the 
soldier’s two brothers squatted 
behind their father.

At Petrosian’s grave, large 
wreaths of artificial red, yel-
low and white flowers stood 
on tripods. Wearing a black 

cassock and with a crucifix in 
hand, priest Mesrop Khunoy-
an recited a prayer.

“We pray that all of this will 
come to an end soon, but we 
also pray that the wrath of 
God will not be late in com-
ing and that the evil that un-
leashed all of this will be se-
verely punished,” he said. 

the family pulled Pet-
rosyan’s mother away from his 
still-open coffin, and finally 
lowered it into the ground, ar-
ranging dozens of red carna-
tions around the grave.

At another freshly dug grave 
not far away, another mother 
lay nearly prone at the grave of 
her son, weeping while repeat-
ing his name. Her daughter 
knelt before her, also in tears.

the families left one at a 
time and the silence eventu-
ally returned, except for the 
dull thud of explosions in the 
distance at the frontline. AFP

Mothers mourn at 
Stepanakert cemetery

reGINA King’s One Night in 
Miami delves into the im-
mense pressures on black 
icons Muhammad Ali, Mal-
colm X, Sam cooke and Jim 
brown at the height of the 
1960s civil rights struggle – 
tensions that are just as rife 
today, its director said.

the movie, dramatising a 
real-life motel-room meet-
ing between the four tower-
ing African-Americans, had 
a drive-in screening outside 
Los Angeles Monday as part 
of the American Film Insti-
tute’s AFI Fest.

Introducing the film via 
video in a year that has seen 
vast protests over black deaths 
from police violence, and just 
two weeks before the US elec-
tion, Watchmen star King said 
she hoped her first feature film 
“will inspire your own conver-
sations off-screen”.

“Many of the things that are 
being discussed in this film 
are just as relevant today as 
they were 60 years ago,” said 
King, tipped by some to be-
come the first black woman 

nominated for best director 
at next year’s oscars.

the movie pivots on a 
heated debate between rights 
leader Malcolm X and soul 
singer cooke over the hostil-
ity toward, and obligations 
placed on, successful black 
men.

“there is no more room for 
anyone . . . to be standing on 
the fence anymore,” shouts 
Malcolm X.

“our people are literally dy-
ing in the streets every day. 
black people are dying every 
day. And a line has got to be 
drawn in the sand.”

Production on the movie 
was briefly halted due to 
the coronavirus pandemic 
– which also forced most of 
AFI Fest online – but its stars 
rushed to finish the final 
scenes in the wake of pro-
tests over the police killing of 
George Floyd.

Aldis Hodge, who plays NFL 
great brown, said it was a per-
fect time for the movie to be 
released “given the year we’ve 
had”.

the film is set hours after 
Ali’s first heavyweight boxing 
title win, over Sonny Liston in 
1964.

Less than a year later, both 
Malcolm X and cooke would 
be dead.

Leslie odom Jr, an original 
cast member from broad-
way smash hit Hamilton who 
plays cooke, told the audi-
ence he never researched the 
singer’s killing because he 
“wanted to present a guy that 
was full of life”.

“that’s the heartbreak – he 
had so much to do still,” he 
said.

Kingsley ben-Adir said he 
subsisted on a diet of sushi 
and cigarettes to slim down 
into a “vulnerable and bro-
ken” Malcolm X.

the british Peaky Blinders 
actor is expected to contend 
in the lead actor awards cat-
egories for the film early next 
year.

the film hits select movie 
theaters on christmas Day 
before launching on Amazon 
Prime on January 15. AFP

civil rights struggle ‘just as 
relevant today’: regina King

Mothers wept for their fallen sons in Stepanakert as Azerbaijan forces 
continue to battle Armenian separatist forces for control of the region. AFP



GARRY Ringrose says Ireland 
owe it to fans who have seen 
them through “thick and thin” 
to beat Italy when the Six Na-
tions returns on Saturday in 
the middle of the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The 25-year-old centre and 
his team-mates could win the 
tournament if they beat both It-
aly and France in Andy Farrell’s 
first campaign as head coach.

A bonus-point victory over 
pointless Azzurri would see 
Ireland join les Bleus and 
England on 13 points going 
into the final round of match-
es the following week, though 
England are firm favourites, 
with just Italy to play.

The postponed match will 
be played behind closed doors 
but Ringrose said the absence 
of fans made a win even more 
important to lift the spirits of 
the country, battling a resur-
gence of infections.

“We definitely spoke about 
it and we have an appre-
ciation that people are go-
ing through incredibly tough 
times,” he said on Monday.

“We’re lucky to be able to 
come in and do our jobs to-
gether. We’re being given an 
opportunity to give a lift to 
some people who might be 
going through a tough time.”

Ringrose, who cap-
tained Leinster 
to victory in 
the Pro 14 fi-
nal against Ul-
ster last month, 
said he knows 
how important 
sport is to the Irish.

“I know that 
when I’m watch-
ing sport, very 
little else 
matters,” he 
said. “So I 
know some 
of our 
s u p p o r t -
ers around 
the country get behind 
us through thick and thin.”

‘Harlem Globetrotters’ 
Ringrose, who scored a try 

when Ireland beat England to 
secure the 2018 Grand Slam 
at Twickenham, said there 

was an edge to training as 
each player seeks to make the 
matchday squad. 

“We’re in a very privileged 
position to be able to carry 
out our job because I know 
some people aren’t as fortu-
nate,” he said.

“There’s huge motivation 
and excitement within training 
because everyone wants to get 
out on the pitch on Saturday.”

Ringrose said the environ-
ment for the players was starkly 
different during the pandemic.

“The protocols that are be-
ing encouraged by the govern-
ment, we’re adhering to here so 
we have masks on pretty much 
all the time, handwashing and 
social distancing,” he said.

“They’re considering close 
contact so when we are togeth-
er as a group it’s all very quick-
moving and you’re never be-
side one person for too long.”

Ringrose said training had 
been tough but Ireland’s style 
of play should, if not always 
easy on the eye, at least be ef-
fective against the Italians.

“It’s about trying to play a 
brand that we all love,” he 
said. “That might look differ-
ent at different times because 
it’s not necessarily about be-
ing the Harlem Globetrotters.

“It’s not necessarily one style 
of play being encouraged or 
implemented, but it’s the right 

thing at the right time to take 
advantage of whatever op-
portunities there are.” afp
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Ireland eyes Six 
Nations tourney 
long-shot victory

Guardiola’s dreams wait as 
city chases elusive crown

P
EP Guardiola starts his 
latest bid to lead Man-
chester city to cham-
pions League glory 

with the shadows of past fail-
ures casting doubt on his abil-
ity to secure that elusive title.

city host Porto in their 
opening champions League 
group match on Wednesday 
with Guardiola’s failing in 
the tournament weighing 
heavily on both the Spanish 
boss and his club.

Despite all their domestic 
success in recent years, city 
have never gone beyond the 
semi-finals of the champi-
ons League and Guardiola 
has found the competition 
equally vexing for much of 
the last decade.

Since he won the champi-
ons League as Barcelona boss 
for the second time in 2011, 
Guardiola has failed to return 
to the final of Europe’s elite 
club competition.

That nine-year drought in-
cludes four years of frustra-
tion since he took charge at 
city in 2016.

In that time, Guardiola has 

seen city beaten by Monaco 
in the last 16 and Liverpool, 
Tottenham and Lyon in the 
quarter-finals.

He also lost in three semi-
finals during his time as Bay-
ern Munich manager before 
moving to city.

Last season’s shock 3-1 de-
feat against Lyon in Lisbon 
was especially galling as city 
were heavy favourites against 
the French side.

Guardiola deserved a large 
portion of the blame for that 
letdown after his tactical tin-
kering appeared to unsettle 
his players and did nothing to 
tilt the tie in city’s favour.

Interpreted by Guardiola’s 
critics as further proof that 
his champions League suc-
cess at Barcelona was due to 
the presence of the great Lio-
nel Messi’s presence, the only 
bright side of the Lyon loss 
was that it was not their fare-
well to Europe for a while.

Long-term plans 
For several months last sea-

son, it appeared city would 
not even be competing in 

the champions League this 
term after UEFA gave them a 
two-year ban from European 
competitions for Financial 
Fairplay breaches.

city’s legal dream team won 
that battle and the suspen-
sion was eventually thrown 
out on appeal.

Whether Guardiola can be 
as successful in Europe as 
city’s Abu Dhabi-based own-
ers were in the court room re-
mains far from certain.

Adding to the unease around 
city ahead of their European 
campaign is the unresolved is-
sue of Guardiola’s future.

Guardiola is out of contract 
at the end of the season and 
has yet to agree a new deal 
amid speculation that he may 
decide to leave the Etihad 
Stadium in 2021.

For now, Guardiola will fo-
cus on Porto’s visit to Man-
chester rather than enter-
taining questions about his 
long-term plans.

The 49-year-old insists he 
has to earn a prolonged stay at 
city by improving on last sea-
son’s disappointment, which 

saw them surrender the Pre-
mier League to Liverpool and 
win only the League cup.

There have been some wor-
rying signs already as Leicester 
thrashed city 5-2, while Satur-
day’s 1-0 win against Arsenal 
was far from convincing.

Significantly, Guardiola was 
able to welcome back Ser-
gio Aguero last weekend as 
city’s record goalscorer made 
his first appearance for four 
months after knee surgery.

city have lacked a cutting 
edge in Aguero’s absence and 
Guardiola’s hopes of a serious 
champions League challenge 
hinge on the Argentine striker 
staying fit.

“The important thing is that 
Sergio comes back in good 
physical condition, starts 
to get his rhythm, doesn’t 
get more injuries and plays 
good,” Guardiola said.

“We know what he means 
for us, we know how we appre-
ciate him, but now he has to 
show like every one of us, me 
first, that we deserve to con-
tinue here and playing good 
and winning games.” afp

The clock is ticking for Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola to quiet doubters and lead his club to a Champions League victory. afp

cavani swaps life on the farm for 
the Manchester United spotlight
MARcUS Rashford insists Edin-
son cavani will prove a valuable 
addition for Manchester United 
after the veteran Uruguay striker 
swapped life on the farm for the 
old Trafford spotlight.

cavani signed a two-year contract 
worth £210,000-per-week ($271,000) 
on transfer deadline day.

The 33-year-old missed Satur-
day’s 4-1 victory at Newcastle – 
United’s first match since his 
signing – after going into quaran-
tine for 14 days following his 
arrival in England.

He was not part of ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer’s squad for their cham-
pions League group game against 
his former club Paris Saint-Ger-
main on Tuesday.

But when cavani is finally avail-
able, he is sure to find himself the 
centre of attention.

cavani scored 200 goals in 
seven years with PSG, but he left 
the Ligue 1 champions in June 
after a contract dispute, missing 
their run to the champions 
League final.

His age and lack of recent action 
– he hasn’t played since PSG’s 
champions League win over 
Borussia Dortmund in March – 
prompted some United fans to 
label cavani a panic buy after 
their failure to land Borussia Dort-
mund forward Jadon Sancho.

cavani spent the last few months 
shearing sheep on his farm back 
home in Uruguay and indulging 

his unlikely passion for ballet – 
even featuring in an advert for a 
Montevideo dance school.

But, while he relishes his quiet 
life away from football and could 
easily have slipped into retire-
ment, cavani’s love affair with 
the game was strong enough to 
persuade him to accept a new 
challenge with United, regardless 
of what the critics say.

“I had a lot of different oppor-
tunities, I was excited to play in 
the Premier League and even 
more so for Manchester United,” 
cavani said. 

“I am very motivated because 
I always want to play as much as 
possible, work, train and give the 
best of myself.” afp

Veteran Uruguay striker Edinson Cavani is expected to prove a valuable addition for Manchester 
United after swapping life on the farm for Old Trafford. afp
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Dodgers hope 
third time is a 
charm in bid to 
end WS drought 
t

He Los Angeles Dodgers 
have yet another shot at 
Major League baseball’s 
biggest prize as they ride a 

wave of momentum into their 2020 
World Series clash with the tampa 
bay rays starting tuesday.

A Dodgers team that came up 
short in baseball’s championship 
showcase in 2017 and 2018 looked 
as if they wouldn’t even make it to 
the World Series when they fell 3-1 
behind the Atlanta braves in the Na-
tional League championship Series.

but Los Angeles roared back, cap-
ping a three-game winning streak 
with a 4-3 game-seven triumph on 
Sunday aided by home runs from en-
rique Hernandez and cody bellinger.

“obviously the comeback we were 
able to do, we do feel good about our 
momentum and our ability to win 
games at any point,” said Dodgers 
pitcher clayton Kershaw, who will 
start game one on tuesday against 
opposite number tyler Glasnow.

the Dodgers endured heartbreak 
in recent years as they sought the 
club’s seventh World Series title – 
but first since 1988.

they lost a decisive seventh game 
to the Houston Astros in 2017 – the 
Astros triumph later tainted by rev-
elations of electronically aided sign-
stealing that season.

In 2018 it was the boston red Sox 
who denied the Dodgers.

this time the Dodgers, one of the 
richest teams in Major League base-
ball, will be up against a low-budget 

but highly talented rays team that 
built the best record in the Ameri-
can League in the coronavirus pan-
demic shortened season.

the rays had the third-lowest 
opening Day payroll in the ma-
jor leagues according to Spotrac at 
$28.2 million.

In the playoffs they knocked off 
the toronto blue Jays ($54.4 million), 
New York Yankees ($109.4 million) 
and Houston Astros ($82.5 million).

In the Dodgers they’ll face the 
team with the second-highest pay-
roll at $107.9 million.

tampa bay’s victory over the Astros 
in the American League champion-
ship Series was a gut-wrenching affair.

the rays took a series lead before 
the Astros won three straight to force 
game seven, the rays finally coming 
out on top to reach the World Series 
for the second time in their 22-year 
history.

they fell to  the Philadelphia Phil-
lies in 2008.

rookie randy Arozarena epitomiz-
es the young talent that has buoyed 
the rays. After hitting seven home 
runs in 23 regular-season contests, 
he has hit seven in 14 post-season 
games.

Pitcher charlie Morton adds a 
dash of veteran experience. He 
pitched 5 2/3 shutout innings in the 
rays’ series clinching victory over 
the Astros.

“We’re lucky to have charlie Mor-
ton,” manager Kevin cash said. “For 
a group that doesn’t have a wealth 

of experience in these roles, charlie 
does. He’s been there, done that and 
lined up really well for us.”

the Dodgers’ wealth of experi-
enced big-game contenders includes 
Kershaw, a generational pitching tal-
ent who is still seeking to cement his 
legacy with a World Series title.

the Dodgers have carried a heavy 
weight of expectation since finish-
ing the regular season with base-
ball’s best record of 43-17.

Hernandez said their comeback 
from 3-1 down in the NLcS has tem-
pered the team.

“everybody was expecting us to 
get to the World Series,” Hernan-
dez said. “We were expecting us to 
get to the World Series, to the point 
that when we were down, 3-1, we 
hadn’t gone through any adversity 

throughout the season.
“It was time to get it done. by then, 

we had nothing to lose – they have 
something to lose, they shouldn’t 
lose this series. We took it one inning 
at a time and were able to pull it off.

“but the job’s not done. the goal 
isn’t to get to the World Series, it’s to 
win the World Series.”

If they can do it, the Dodgers will de-
liver a second major title of the season 
to Los Angeles sports fans who saw their 
beloved Lakers win the NbA champion-
ship for the first time since 2010.

Like the Lakers in the NbA’s quar-
antine bubble in orlando, Florida, 
the Dodgers will be battling in neu-
tral territory against the rays at 
Globe Life Field in Arlington, texas.

thanks to the pandemic, the home 
of the texas rangers is being used as 

the first neutral World Series site in 
modern MLb history.

Some 11,500 fans will be allowed 
in per game, scattered around a 
ballpark that can accommodate 
more than 40,000.

the Dodgers have already experi-
enced the return of fans, who were 
allowed in to Globe Life Field for 
NLcS games played there.

After the breakneck pace of the 
league championship series which 
both featured seven games in seven 
days, the World Series will follow it’s 
traditional schedule of two back-
to-back games followed by a rest 
day before three more games – as 
needed.

Another rest day would be fol-
lowed, if needed, by games six and 
seven on october 27 and 28. afp

Mueller’s bayern form fuels call for team Germany
tHoMAS Mueller can further 
fuel appeals for him to be 
recalled by Germany when 
bayern Munich launch their 
champions League defence at 
home to Atletico Madrid on 
Wednesday behind closed 
doors.

Having managed a record 21 
assists in the bundesliga last 
season, Mueller has continued 
his sparkling form by scoring 
five goals and creating four 
more so far in 2020/21.

the 31-year-old netted twice 
in a 4-1 win at Arminia bielefeld 
last Saturday when robert 
Lewandowski also grabbed 
two goals for bayern.

His latest eye-catching club 
performance has prompted 
fresh hopes of a Germany 
recall for Mueller, who was 
dropped by Joachim Loew 
from the national set-up in 
2019 alongside Jerome boat-
eng and Mats Hummels.

Now bastian Schweinsteiger 
has joined fellow former bay-
ern and Germany players Didi 
Hamann and Lothar Matthae-

us in calling for Mueller to be 
reinstated. 

“If I was national coach, 
Mueller as well as boateng 
would be in the national side,” 
Schweinsteiger, 36, told Mon-
day’s edition of German mag-
azine Kicker.

Schweinsteiger helped win the 

2014 World cup in brazil along-
side Mueller, who knows he still 
has plenty to offer Germany after 
100 internationals and 38 goals 
for ‘die Mannschaft’.

“everyone can see that I am 
in good form. Let’s just see what 
happens,” Mueller told broad-
caster ZDF on Saturday, yet 

Loew has so far showed no signs 
of reversing his decision. 

Last month, Mueller became 
the most successful German 
footballer of all time -- sur-
passing Schweinsteiger’s 
record of 26 titles – when bay-
ern won the German Super 
cup as he lifted a trophy for 
the 27th time in his career.

After an early season plagued 
by tired legs and defensive 
wobbles, bayern will need 
Mueller’s creativity against an 
Atletico side who have con-
ceded just one goal in four 
games so far this season.

bayern, who won their first 
ever european cup against 
Atletico back in 1974, will 
begin their champions League 
defence behind closed doors.

 
Kimmich return

the bavarians have a perfect 
record at home against Diego 
Simeone’s side, having twice 
beaten them in Munich in 
2016.  

Yet Atletico knocked bayern 
out of the semi-finals in 

2015/16 and the German side 
remain wary of their Spanish 
opponents. 

Goalkeeper Manuel Neuer 
warned that Atletico are a “strong 
team” who were “uncomforta-
ble” to play against.

“the good thing is that the 
game is on Wednesday, so we 
have an extra day to prepare,” 
said the bayern captain. 

After having less than a 
month between last season’s 
champions League final and 
the first bundesliga weekend, 
bayern’s relentless schedule 
has continued apace.  

Wednesday’s game will be 
their third in six days, while 
further champions League 
fixtures against Salzburg and 
Lokomotiv Moscow mean 
bayern have midweek and 
weekend games in each of the 
next three weeks.

the physical strain and the 
need to rotate has led to a few 
early-season hiccups.

bayern suffered a shock 4-1 
defeat to Hoffenheim last month, 
and needed a late robert 

Lewandowski penalty to seak a 
4-3 win over Hertha berlin before 
the international break. 

on Saturday, Flick criticised 
his team for a poor second half 
performance, after individual 
errors led to a goal for bielefeld 
and a red card for bayern’s 
corentin tolisso. 

they can ill-afford a repeat 
against Atletico.

others have also noted bay-
ern’s lapses in concentration 
at the back, which has seen 
Neuer let in five goals in four 
league games so far.

Matthaeus has accused the 
champions of being “passive” 
and “vulnerable” at the back 
this season. 

Joshua Kimmich should bring 
more stability to bayern’s mid-
field, with the Germany mid-
fielder expected to return after 
he missed last weekend’s game 
to be with his wife, who is 
expecting the couple’s second 
child.

“Joshua is very important for 
us against Atletico. I hope he 
can play,” Flick told Sky. afp

Dodgers pitcher Clayton Kershaw will take the mound in game one versus the Tampa Bay Rays. afp

Thomas Mueller’s performance with Bayern has led to demand for his 
reinstatement with the German national team. afp
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