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Artist takes a hard look at 
Cambodia’s troubled past
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Mom Kunthear

C
INTRI (Cambodia) 
Ltd rubbish collectors 
who have been on 
strike for the past 13 

days agreed to return to work 
starting Wednesday evening 
after the company agreed to 
terminate their contracts at the 
end of January next year and 
provide seniority payments 
and other benefits to them in 
mid-February next year.

After a meeting attended by 
Phnom Penh municipal dep-
uty governor Keut Che, Cintri 
representatives and union 
representatives on Wednes-
day, Cintri agreed to terminate 
the employment contracts of 
all workers on January 31 and 
provide payments and other 
benefits as per labour law. 

This was announced by 
Cintri employees’ union pres-
ident Kao Sovat, who relayed 
the news to workers wait-
ing outside Cintri, where the 
meeting was held.

“[Seniority] and other bene-
fits resulting from employment 
contract termination will be 
paid to workers no later than 
the second week of February 
2021 and they will be guaran-
teed by the Phnom Penh Mu-
nicipal Hall,” Sovat said.

He said workers who went 
on strike from October 2 to 
7 will be paid for that period. 

However, those who did so 
from October 8 to 14 will not 
be paid for that time.

“From today onwards, 
workers on strike will not be 
paid wages, in accordance 
with the labour law, and all 

workers must return to work 
as usual from today [Wednes-
day] in their groups and 
shifts,” he said.

Municipal deputy governor 
Che said: “This compensa-
tion will be guaranteed by the 

Phnom Penh Municipal Ad-
ministration by deducting from 
the budget package which will 
result when the contract be-
tween Cintri and municipal 
hall is terminated in January. 

“The company will first ter-

minate the contract and then 
pay seniority and other ben-
efits no later than the second 
week of February 2021. Ev-
erything is solved according

Cintri strike ends, workers’ 
contracts to be terminated
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Floods prompt evacuations in K Speu
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

RAIN-induced floods and water flowing 
from Kampong Speu province have sub-
merged the houses of 1,527 families living 
close to the Prek Thnot River in Spean 
Thma, Tien, Kong Noy and Roluos com-
munes in Phnom Penh’s Dangkor district, 
according to data from local authorities.

Spean Thma commune chief Um 
Long told The Post that water in the 
upper part of the Prek Thnot River dam 
was receding slowly.  But the water at 

the bottom of the dam had risen by two 
decimetres as of 3pm on Wednesday, 
resulting in 807 houses being sub-
merged with 898 families affected.  

However, he said: “Until now, none 
of the families has been evacuated to 
higher ground because their houses 
are built on stilts and the knee-deep 
water hasn’t risen to their homes yet.”

Long added that floods induced by an 
overflowing Prek Thnot River submerge 
houses in Spean Thma commune every 
year and that residents in the commune 

are resilient and accustomed to them. 
Roluos commune chief Koeb Horn 

told The Post that the water surge had 
collapsed the back of the Prek Thnot 
River dam, submerging 247 houses of 
263 families at the bottom of the dam 
as of 11:30am on Wednesday. 

“For now, the water is still rising at 
the bottom of the Prek Thnot River 
dam. Fifteen families were forced to 
leave their houses to set up makeshift 
tents on Street 104 and the compound 
of Preah Theat Pagoda,” he said.

After inspecting water levels in Tien 
commune’s Kantuy Teuk village, com-
mune police chief Mil Eng told The Post 
that dirt and concrete roads had been 
submerged to a depth of 1.5m in the 
village.  Eng said the road was inacces-
sible for cars, trucks and motorbikes. 

“Thirty-one families in Kantuy Teuk 
village have suffered most from the 
floods. They were forced to leave their 
homes for higher ground. Houses of

Cintri workers clap after hearing the outcome of the meeting held at the company in phnom penh’s dangkor district on Wednesday. HENG CHIVOAN

Cyprus 
‘golden 
passport’ 
scrapped
CYPRUS said on Tuesday it 
will scrap its controversial 
“golden passports” scheme 
for foreign investors next 
month over alleged abuses 
uncovered in a television 
programme.

Government spokesman 
Kyriakos Koushos said the 
Cabinet had agreed in an 
emergency meeting to 
abolish the scheme as pro-
posed by the finance and 
interior ministers.

He said: “The proposal of 
the two ministers was based 
on long-standing weak-
nesses, abuse and exploita-
tion of the provisions of the 
investment programme.”

Koushos said the scheme, 
which has generated $8.25 
billion, would be brought to 
an end on November 1.

The Cypriot government 
would “fully examine its 
policy to encourage invest-
ment”, he added, after the 
completion of an investiga-
tion into the scheme.

The move came hours after 
Qatar-based broadcaster Al 
Jazeera aired an hour-long 
programme showing its 
reporters pretending to rep-
resent a Chinese business-
man keen to acquire a Cyp-
riot passport despite him 
having a criminal record.

Al Jazeera reported: “Posing 
as representatives of a ficti-
tious criminal character, our 
undercover reporters were 
ushered through the applica-
tion process for the Cyprus 
Investment Programme by 
lawyers, property agents, 
leading eventually to high 
ranking politicians.”

Those involved – a Cyp-
riot lawmaker and the par-
liament speaker – denied 
any wrongdoing.

But the lawmaker, Chris-
takis Giovanis, later resigned 
from parliament and the 
positions he held in the left-
wing AKEL party.

And the speaker, Demetris 
Syllouris, said he was stand-
ing down until a police 
investigation into the claims 
was completed. aFP
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another 142 families living in 
Sala and Thma villages are 
being flooded. They will also be 
prepared to leave for high 
ground,” he said.

Van Chan Chamroeun, a Kong 
Noy commune clerk, told The 
Post that as of 2pm on Wednes-
day, 20 families were forced to 
leave their homes to set up 
makeshift tents on the back of 
the Prek Thnot River dam. 
Another 193 families are living 
in their homes surrounded by 
flood waters. 

“The collapse of the back of 
the Prek Thnot River dam has 
seriously affected residents’ 
houses in our commune and 
some other communes in 
Kandal province and south of 
Phnom Penh,” he said.

Chamroeun added that the 
Prek Thnot River floods in gen-
eral were not very serious if the 
dam does not collapse or a sluice 
gate is not open in Kampong 

Speu province. But on Tuesday, 
five million cubic metres of water 
in the Chamkar Te dam on Kiri-
rom Mountain had been 
unleashed on surrounding low-
lying areas. The excess water 
dumped into the Prek Thnot 
River, causing its level to rise to 
more than 8.8m, 1.8m above the 
emergency level. 

Kampong Speu provincial 
governor Vei Samnang told The 
Post on Wednesday that water 
levels in the Peam Kley dam and 
the Rolaing Chrey sluice gate 
had risen to emergency levels. 

Residents at the bottom of 
the dam should leave their 
homes for high ground before 
the water floods their homes, 
taking special care of children 
and the elderly, he said. 

“The water level in the Peam 
Kley dam rose to an emergen-
cy level of 7.7m.  The water 
level in the Rolaing Chrey 
sluice gate also rose to 7.80m, 
flooding the suburbs of Chbar 
Mon town slowly,” he said.

Phnom Penh Municipal Hall 
spokesman Met Meas Pheak-
dey told The Post that munici-
pal authorities are deploying 
forces to release the water to 
the south of Phnom Penh and 
divert it into the Bassac and 
Prek Hou rivers. 

“We cannot allow the water 
to flood the northern areas of 
Phnom Penh because those 
areas house main industry, 
services and trading centres,” 
he said.

According to the National 
Committee for Disaster Man-

agement, the floods have affect-
ed nearly 40,000 families in the 
country, 3,000 of which were 
evacuated to high ground. 

The floods have killed 12 
people, including five chil-
dren. 

They have also damaged 
110,000ha of rice crops and 
55,335ha of cash crops. 

Prime Minister Hun Sen on 
Wednesday announced on 
Facebook that 37 donors had 
donated over $5.4 million to 
help the government respond 
to ongoing disasters.
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Woman 
‘abused’ in 
China to be 
repatriated
Soth Koemsoeun

CAMBoDIAN authorities said 
they have located a woman in 
China who pleaded for help on 
social media and plan to repatri-
ate her at the end of this month.

The woman, who said she 
was deceived into working in 
China, appealed to Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen for help on Face-
book earlier this week. In the 
video, she claimed to have 
been tortured by her boss.

Chiv Phally, director of the 
National Police’s Anti-Human 
Trafficking and Juvenile Protec-
tion Department, said on 
Wednesday that police are inter-
vening to release her to stay tem-
porarily at the Cambodian Con-
sulate General in Shanghai.

“Authorities contacted a 
Facebook account by the name 
of Rina Rina asking for infor-
mation about the woman, 
where she is staying, and her 
relatives’ contact number in 
Cambodia,” he said. 

Phally said the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Interna-
tional Cooperation played a 
key role in the investigation.

The ministry reported on 
Monday that the Cambodia 
General Consulate in Shanghai 
worked with Chinese authori-
ties to rescue the woman. 

She is staying in China’s Jin-
jiang province. Her real name 
is Sem Srey Pech, a 26-year-old 
native of Kampong Cham 
province, Phally said. 

The Post could not contact 
Cambodian ambassador to 
China Khek Cai Mealy Sysoda 
for comment on Wednesday. 

In the video appealing for Hun 
Sen’s help, the woman said she 
was taken to work in China and 
had been there for two years.

“I am very miserable. I don’t 
have a phone to contact my 
parents. I want my phone back 
and I want to go back to Cam-
bodia. I don’t want to work at 
this place anymore.

e-Crime 2020 to aid criminal tracking
Long Kimmarita

N
eARLY 200 special-
ist officials from 
across the Kingdom 
on Tuesday partici-

pated in a training course on 
Criminal Records (e-Crime 
2020) which the National Po-
lice said will make them more 
capable in analysing and in-
vestigating crimes.

According to the National 
Police’s website, the training 
was attended by 193 officials 
from criminal police depart-
ments, the General Planning 
and Personnel Department 
and police from various prov-
inces and towns.

It said e-Crime 2020 aims to 
improve three areas of police 
enforcement. The first is the 
ability to provide data to as-
sess crimes. The second is the 
ability to thoroughly monitor 
suspects who escape and to 
manage and execute court 
warrant. The third is to down-
load data from this system to 
assist criminal investigations.

“Although this course is 
short, we have an obligation 
to improve our capabilities in 
line with modern technology 
so that we can achieve better 
results. on the first test [af-

ter the training] 60 per cent 
received good results and 40 
per cent got average scores. 

“For the second test, 70 per 
cent received good scores and 
30 per cent received average 
scores,” it said.

National Police spokesman 
Chhay Kim Khoeun said the 
technical working group of 
the National Police has been 
developing the criminal data 
management system (e-Crime 
2020) for more than a year.

He said the purpose of com-
piling this lesson was to share 
knowledge with the National 
Police forces. 

Kim Khoeun advised all po-
lice trainees to continue to 
disseminate the knowledge 
gained in training and to cre-
ate a simple communications 
system to ensure easy coop-
eration with each other.

“While modern technology 
is being used globally, crime 
investigations are fundamen-

tal to assessing the type and 
nature of criminal activities as 
well as the characters involved. 
It also provides a basis for cre-
ating measures and strategies 
to prevent offences,” he said.

“Crime is related to tech-
nology, psychology and so-
ciology. All of this together 
creates a crime scene, and 
incomplete data or erroneous 
data will lead crime analysts 
to set the wrong principles, so 
we set up this course.”

Kim Khoeun reminded the 
participants that the criminal 
record system (e-Crime 2020) 
should be used consistently 
because the effectiveness of 
the system depends on the 
officials who enter data into 
the system. If officials do not 
key in additional data, the 
system will not work.

 “We all have to promise not 
to make e-Crime 2020 be-
come just a text box that pro-
vides no benefits,” he said. 

e-Crime is a system that 
contains crime data which can 
help track released prisoners 
and find suspects, according to 
the National Police’s website. 

It said e-Crime was first 
established in 2010 and has 
gone through four genera-
tions. The first trial started at 
the end of 2010 and the sys-
tem was used in 2011. 

The second generation was 
established in 2012 and used 
in 2013. The third genera-
tion was established in 2014 
and was put into use in 2016. 
The fourth generation was 
established and used in 2016 
as well. The system was cre-
ated by The National Police 
and the National Committee 
for Sub-National Democratic 
Development.

Ministries on high alert over flood warnings
Orm Bunthoeurn 

THe Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries and the Ministry of Pub-
lic Works and Transport have advised 
relevant units to be prepared to assist 
in locations vulnerable to flooding.

Agriculture minister Veng Sakhon 
said officials have to be ready to work 
with the National Committee for Dis-
aster Management (NCDM) to prevent 
flood damage and be prepared to assist 
in repairing the damage that occurs. 

on Tuesday, he told the General 
Department of Agriculture to evaluate 
crop damage and prepare rice seed 
from the Cambodian Food Reserve Sys-
tem to restore damaged rice crops. 

He also instructed the General Direc-

torate of Animal Health and Produc-
tion to prepare sufficient animal feed, 
veterinary equipment and safe places 
to evacuate rescued animals.

Phnom Penh municipal and provin-
cial agriculture departments have also 
been told to observe flood conditions 
regularly to prepare for rescues and 
evaluate damages.

Pursat provincial agriculture depart-
ment director Lay Piseth said on Wednes-
day that people who suffered from floods 
have received food and animals have 
been evacuated to safe places. 

“We have to wait for the water to 
recede to evaluate the damage specifi-
cally. We will request rice seeds and 
other crops from the NCDM,” he said. 

Tan Phannara, director-general of the 

General Directorate of Animal Health and 
Production, said people in flooded areas 
have been vaccinated. What his depart-
ment and provincial agriculture depart-
ments are doing is asking people to take 
animals that have not been vaccinated to 
officials with veterinary skills. 

“There is no shortage of vaccines and 
treatments, we have enough reserves. 
We just stocked more on Monday. If 
they are lacking, we have reserves at 
the general department for all prov-
inces in need,” he said. 

Public works minister Sun Chanthol 
also instructed the ministry’s General 
Department, the Technical General 
Department, and public works depart-
ments across the country to gather 
comprehensive information in col-

laboration with the NCDM. 
Chanthol advised officials to take 

urgent measures to fix bridges. Traffic 
signs in places that are vulnerable to 
floods must be installed. 

The ministry’s public works director-
general Heng Rathpiseth said he had 
advised relevant units to take measures 
to control and prevent road damage.

“We have already advised all depart-
ments to keep up with weather fore-
casts and report to the general depart-
ment on time. 

“If there are damaged roads, they 
have to fix them. We have to do what-
ever it takes to ensure smooth travel. 
In the case of floods, they have to check 
whether to allow cars or trucks to drive 
through or not,” he said.

National Police spokesman Chhay Kim Khoeun. police

Authorities scrambling 
to keep Phnom Penh dry

 Floods reach Dangkor district, Phnom Penh. Yousos ApdoulrAshim 



Prison sentence 
maintained for 
drug convict

The Supreme Court on Wednesday 
upheld a verdict sentencing 28-
year-old Touch Veasna to 30 years 

in prison for his connection to more than 
1kg of drugs seized at a guesthouse in 
Chbar Ampov I commune, in Phnom 
Penh’s Meanchey district in 2011.

The verdict was delivered in 
Veasna’s absentia. 

Judge Kim Sathavy said: “Because 
the convict didn’t come [to the court], I 
read the ruling without reading a state-
ment of reasons. In this case, the trial 
chamber decides to uphold the 30-year 
prison sentence.”

Supreme Court prosecutor Chan Dara 
Rasmey said that during hearings at the 
Appeal Court and Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court, Veasna admitted to his wrongdoing. 

he said Veasna filed an appeal with 
the Appeal Court to reduce his sen-
tence, but it was denied.

According to the Supreme Court re-
cords, on March 15, 2011, anti-drug de-
partment officers raided a guesthouse 
in Chbar Ampov I commune’s Deurm 
Ambil village and arrested Veasna, Lim 
Chantha and Ream Sina. Their alleged 
accomplices and another suspect 
named Dy Vandeth fled the scene.

Police seized 12 packets of meth-
amphetamine weighing 0.5kg, eight 
packets of pills, a pistol, drug-produc-
ing equipment, weighing scales and an 
undisclosed amount of money. After 
the three were arrested, police raided 
Chantha’s car and found another 0.5 kg 
of methamphetamine. 

In late 2011, The Phnom Penh Mu-
nicipal Court sentenced the four to 30 
years in prison and fined each of them 
50 million riel ($12,125).  

The court ordered police to arrest 
Vandeth, who was sentenced in absen-
tia and was still on the run. Kim Sarom

National 
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to the labour law.”
che did not confirm the 

amount that will be paid to the 
workers, saying labour minis-
try and relevant institutions are 
still working out the details.

cambodian tourism 
Workers’ Union Federation 
(ctWUF) president touch 
Kosal said this solution is ac-
ceptable because the com-
pany has set a clear deadline 
for workers, giving them the 
peace of mind needed to re-
turn to work.

“From the end of January 
2021, when the company will 
terminate its contract, these 
workers will no longer be 
cintri employees. but if the 
company can convince them 
to come back to work, their 

contracts will be renewed,” 
he said.

After hearing the outcome, 
Soeng Sopheak, 43, a cintri 
rubbish truck driver for nearly 
20 years, said he was happy to 
return to work after agreeing 
with the solution provided by 
the municipal hall.

“I will resume my work to-
night. We will try to collect all 
the rubbish in the capital as 
soon as possible. I cannot tell 
yet how many days it will take 
us to collect the thousands of 
tonnes of rubbish [that has 
accumulated] over the past 
10 days,” he said.

Sopheak also thanked the 
municipal hall for helping to 
collect rubbish while cintri 
workers were on strike.

cintri employs more than 
2,500 rubbish collectors.

‘We will try to collect all 
rubbish in capital soon’ 

Sokhonn urges interior ministry to 
forge closer relations with canada

eU donates $2.3M to reopen schools

Niem Chheng

M
INISter of 
Foreign Affairs 
and Interna-
tional coop-

eration Prak Sokhonn urged 
the Ministry of Interior to 
strengthen ties with canada 
as its foreign policy was fa-
vourable to cambodia.

“canada has stressed the 
promotion of bilateral and 
regional trade and invest-
ment, mine clearance ini-
tiatives, the promotion of 
a rules-based international 
order, and local capac-
ity building for respond-
ing to transnational crime 
threats in the region,” Sok-
honn wrote to interior min-
ister Sar Kheng in a recent 
letter seen by The Post on 
Wednesday. 

Sokhonn referred to a let-
ter he received from ca-
nadian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Francois Philippe 
champagne. In the letter, 
champagne thanked Sok-
honn for wishing canada a 
happy 153rd National Day.

“the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and International coop-
eration is of the view that the 
Ministry of Interior use this 
occasion to strengthen and 
expand cambodia’s partner-
ship with canada in certain 
priority areas,” Sokhonn said.

champagne wrote to Sok-
honn last month that can-

ada deeply valued its long-
standing and multi-faceted 
relationship with cambodia. 
He said canada looked for-
ward to enhancing the col-
laboration to achieve com-
mon objectives on regional 
and global priorities, notably 
through the UN and as a dia-
logue partner with ASeAN.

champagne said he recog-
nised that ASeAN remained 
central to the prosperity and 
security of canada and the 
region.

“We are eager to continue 
working with cambodia on 

issues of mutual importance 
such as the enhancement of 
bilateral and regional trade 
and investment, mine clear-
ance initiatives, the promo-
tion of a rules-based interna-
tional order, and local capacity 
building for responding to 
translational crime threats in 
the region,” he said.

He expressed his full sup-
port for the establishment 
of bilateral consultations 
between the two foreign 
ministries. this would allow 
them to enhance economic 
cooperation and promote 

the exchange of ideas and 
economic development.

“I look forward to working 
together to deepen our en-
gagement for the mutual ben-
efit of our citizens,” he said.

Interior ministry spokes-
man Phat Sophanit said 
Sokhonn’s letter was a noti-
fication to ministries and in-
stitutions in case they wish 
to establish cooperation 
with canada amid this good 
bilateral relationship. 

 “the interior ministry 
doesn’t have official cooper-
ation in the form of a mem-

orandum of understanding 
or other official agreements 
with canada. We only have 
cooperation on a case-by-
case basis,” he said.

Sokhonn met outgoing ca-
nadian ambassador Donica 
Pottie last year and thanked 
her for canada’s support in 
the field of mine clearance, 
education, peacekeeping 
and climate change. 

Pottie told Sokhonn the 
trade volume between the 
two countries had increased 
800 per cent after canada 
opened its embassy in 
Phnom Penh in 2016. 

She said canada provided 
Generalised System of Pref-
erences (GSP) to developing 
countries without human 
rights as a string attached, 
according to a ministry press 
release issued at the time.

trade between the two 
nations reached $1 billion 
last year with apparels the 
main export products from 
cambodia, according to the 
council of Ministers.

royal Academy of cambo-
dia President Sok touch said 
cambodia stands to gain from 
closer relations with canada. 

“even though there are many 
cambodians living there, our 
state-to-state relations seem 
loose in all generations. If the 
two countries have good rela-
tions now, it is good because we 
can export products including 
textiles,” he said.

Voun Dara 

tHe eU recently donated €2 
million ($2.3 million) to the 
cambodian government in an 
effort to assist the country in 
the reopening of its schools. 
the donation supports ongo-
ing efforts of the Ministry of 
education, Youth and Sport, 
the eU and UNIceF to protect 
and educate children amid 
the covid-19 pandemic.

According to a joint press 
release, a ministry delega-
tion, the eU ambassador to 
cambodia, and the UNIceF 
representative visited Siem 
reap province to evaluate the 
situation as the country re-
opens its schools.

education minister Hang 
chuon Naron welcomed the ad-
ditional support from the eU. 

“this support will enable 
us to ensure children have 
continued opportunities to 
learn, despite the challenges 
created by covid-19,” chuon 
Naron was quoted as saying 
in the press release. 

“the support for safe school 
reopening from the eU and 
other capacity Development 
Partnership Fund partners 
will go a long way towards giv-
ing confidence to communi-
ties in that students can now 
return to safe and supportive 
learning environments,” said 
chuon Naron. 

carmen Moreno, the eU 
ambassador to cambodia, 
said education is a basic hu-

man right and a key building 
block for cambodia’s devel-
opment. All over the world, 
covid-19 is causing disrup-
tions to educational oppor-
tunities for children and this 
could become an obstacle to 
the world’s recovery. 

“For more than 15 years, the 
european Union has been a 
strong partner of the Minis-
try of education, Youth and 
Sport, and we are proud to 
support them on their pro-
gramme for a safe reopening 
of schools [in cambodia],” 
Moreno was quoted as saying 
in the press release. 

“As part of our covid-19 sup-
port and recovery program, we 
will also contribute to increas-
ing the number of scholarships 
[available] to children and [as-
sist] most vulnerable families 
who have been hit the hardest 
by the crisis,” she said. 

UNIceF representative 
in cambodia Foroogh Foyo-
zat said any crisis also brings 
about opportunities to rethink 
and rebuild better. It is im-
portant that the covid-19 re-
sponse serves as a catalyst to 
make schools even better than 
before so that they become 
more inclusive and resilient.

“this can be materialised 
through unified efforts of 
development partners and 
strong leadership of the gov-
ernment,” Foyozat said. 

the joint press release also 
added that the eU is working 
with UNIceF and the edu-
cation ministry to enhance 
scholarship programmes in 
the country. 

the three institutions also 
advised children, parents and 
school staffs to make schools 
safe by following covid-19 pre-
vention protocols. they pledged 
to continue supporting cambo-
dian schools into 2021.

Foreign minister Prak Sokhonn (right) met outgoing Canadian ambassador Donica Pottie last year and 
thanked her for Canada’s support. foreign miniStry

A ministry delegation, the EU ambassador to Cambodia, and the UNICEF Representative visited Siem Reap 
province to evaluate the situation as the country reopens its schools. UniCef

Cintri employs more than 2,500 rubbish collectors. Heng CHiVoan
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Gov’t finds 145 cases of 
fake news last month
Voun Dara

t
He Fake News Moni-
toring committee of 
the Ministry of Infor-
mation found 145 cases 

of fake news, incitement, social 
pollution and insults against the 
Kingdom’s senior leadership on 
social media in September.

Ministry spokesman and 
Fake News Monitoring com-
mittee permanent vice-chair-
man Phos Sovann told The 
Post on Wednesday that the 
cases were forwarded to the 
Ministry of Interior for further 
action and investigation. 

“If a social media account 
user that has registered at the 
information ministry spreads 
false news, as the first step, we 
tell him or her to correct or 
withdraw that news. In some 
cases, we allow him or her to 
write a letter of apology. 

“We sent more than 10 cases 
of social media account users 
who didn’t register to the inte-
rior ministry in order for it to 
check and probe,” he said.

Sovann said most of the media 
social account users who spread 
fake or false news were located 
outsides the country.

According to a committee 
report, from September 1-30, a 
working group identified 
sources spreading a total of 145 
messages and videos with fake 
news, incitement, social pollu-

tion and insults against the 
country’s senior leadership.

the report said 22 cases con-
cerned cambodia-Vietnam 
border issues and the false 
travel pamphlets issued by an 
Australian travel company 
which advertised Angkor Wat 
as being in Vietnam. 

eighty-three cases con-
cerned insults against the 
King, the senior leadership 
and buddhism. eighteen cases 
concerned social pollution, 
including misleading posts 
about gem discoveries in Mon-
dulkiri province. one case 
concerned the tiktok short 
video-sharing app and 21 cas-
es were related to incitement. 

Nob Vy, the executive direc-
tor of the cambodian Journal-
ists Alliance (camboJa), said 
what the public worried about 
was the government’s method 

of cracking down on those 
who created fake news or 
socially polluting news.

Vy said the public are also 
worried about a crackdown on 
activists on social media, or 
any group who heeded social 
matters and expressed their 
views through social media. 

“We demand that [the gov-
ernment] . . . consider freedom 
of expression or freedom to 
make constructive comments 
as a basis for national develop-
ment rather than banning the 
use of social media to spread 
constructive ideas beneficial to 
social development,” he said.

Vy observed that there were 
some cases concerning activ-
ists who were persecuted after 
commenting on investigative 
matters on social media that 
negatively affected powerful 
people.

Eighty-three cases concerned insults against the King, the senior 
leadership and Buddhism. SUPPLIED

call for better health education
Soth Koemsoeun

NAtIoNAL and international 
civil society groups are push-
ing for better health educa-
tion, particularly in regards to 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, 
malaria and other communi-
cable diseases.

the organisations said the 
press can play an important role 
in promoting health education, 
which they said is still limited. 

on Wednesday, the groups 
issued what they call univer-
sal health coverage reporting 
guidelines for journalists to 
raise awareness among media 
professionals about health 
reporting. 

choub Sok chamroeun, 
executive director of NGo 
KHANA, said he had noted that 
media coverage and involve-
ment of journalists in the pro-
duction of health education 
articles remains limited.

He urged the press to pro-
duce videos and articles that 
explain how diseases can be 
easily transmitted from per-
son to person. Most cambo-
dians do not have access to 
information about better 
health care, he said.

“I think this matter is not just 
for civil society organisations 
or the government. the press 
is also an important part. Jour-
nalists bring important mes-
sages and introduce health 
guidelines that have been pre-
sented by experts in the health 
sector. We call on them to help 
fill in the blanks.”

rachel ong, regional coordi-

nator of the Global Fund Advo-
cates Network Asia-Pacific 
(GFAN AP) said the press is an 
important ally in the fight against 
diseases. Journalists are very 
influential and prompt leaders 
to resolve issues that arise. 

ong said she wants reporters 
to quote experts to inform vul-
nerable communities to be cau-
tious about health matters.

“I am working with Global 
Fund in the fight against AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria. I am 
very interested in cambodia 
and the government has paid 
a lot of attention. I would like 
to see cambodia continue its 
efforts to fight all infectious 
diseases,” she said.

cambodian Journalists Alli-

ance (camboJa) executive 
director Nop Vy said health 
coverage was improving. How-
ever, information related to 
promoting change for better 
health policies and financing 
remains low.

Vy said the shortcoming of 
some journalists is their lim-
ited ability to cover compre-
hensive news. He said there 
are very few media outlets in 
cambodia that dare to write 
news which exposes the prob-
lems of society or information 
that urges the government to 
pay more attention.

“In terms of ability or profes-
sionalism, I think not all of 
them are incompetent, but the 
younger generation of journal-
ists does not have a lot of work 
experience, so there are gaps. 
We have to support them 
through training. 

“Some media outlets care 
about teaching their staff but 
other institutions do not pay 
much attention,” he said.

Ministry of Health spokes-
woman or Vandine said on 
Wednesday that prior to the 
arrival of covid-19, health-
related information had been 
limited. 

She said the ministry had 
made efforts to produce health 
education messages related to 

communicable diseases such 
as HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, 
malaria and other important 
diseases, in order to raise pub-
lic awareness.

“In the context of fighting 
against covid-19, I have 
observed that our newspapers 
have done a lot to help spread 
the word, and we are calling 
for more coverage. During the 
floods, public health issue also 
poses a challenge. We are 
therefore working to deliver 
information to vulnerable 
communities so they can be 
vigilant,” she said.

we are therefore working to 
deliver information to 

vulnerable communities so 
they can be vigilant
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Mom Kunthear 

NINe organisations on tuesday re-
ceived certificates of acknowledge-
ment for their child care centres from 
the Ministry of Social Affairs, Veterans 
and Youth rehabilitation following 
ministerial evaluation at the centres. 

the ministry’s General Depart-
ment of technical Affairs director-
general touch channy told The Post 
on Wednesday that the organisa-
tions run 12 child care centres. 

He explained that as per proce-
dures, organisations running child 
care centres must submit requests to 
the ministry for evaluation. It would 
then decide if the centres practise 
standard policies set by the ministry. 

channy said: “When officials went 
to evaluate [the centres], they found 
that the centres followed the standards 
properly and we release certificates 
to acknowledge them. the evaluation 
analyses the actual situation such as 
the location, children’s 
accommodations, 

clean spaces, hygiene, proper diets 
and clothing, among others.” 

If a centre is found to not be fol-
lowing proper standards, the minis-
try would give it two to three months 
to change. 

the certificate is valuable because 
the organisations can use it to request 
aid from domestic or international 
donors. the donors will check wheth-
er these centres have been acknowl-
edged by the government, he added. 

channy said participation from 
the ministry’s partner organisations 
is very important to enhance the 
social affairs sector in cambodia. 
He called on other partner organisa-
tions to improve the quality of life for 
vulnerable children in cambodia. 

the ministry has issued certificates 
to many centres in the past. through-
out the country, there are currently 
232 child care centres run by 147 or-
ganisations that have signed memo-
randums of understanding with the 
ministry. channy said however that 
not all the 232 centres have received 
certificates of acknowledgement. 

He advised the accredited organi-
sations to take their certificates and 
use them properly. they should not 
request assistance in a way that defies 

the ministry’s guidelines. 
He also called for centres to 

take care of children accord-
ing to the ministry’s guid-
ance, especially during the 

covid-19 pandemic and 
the onset of floods. If 

there is a flood in the 
centre, children 

must be evacu-
ated quickly, he 
said.

Gov’t acknowledges 12 
quality child care centres 

Ancient buddha statue 
pieces delivered to Apsara
Soth Koemsoeun

A 
PAGoDA chief monk in Siem 
reap town has handed over 
41 pieces from ancient stat-
ues to the Apsara National 

Authority (ANA) for safekeeping. 
Some of the sculpture pieces pre-

sented by the chief monk of Preah 
Intep pagoda, Sem Sam, were from 
statues of buddha sitting in the cross-
legged throne of the lotus position. 

Sam Sareth, office head at the ANA’s 
Department of conservation of Mon-
uments in the Angkor Park and Pre-
ventive Archaeology, said on Wednes-
day the pieces will be preserved at the 

ANA office for registration, photogra-
phy, file documentation and repair.

“I do not know much about the 
background of all these pieces of 
sculpture. We will store them and 
do research later,” he said.

chhouk Somala, the officer in 
charge of archaeological registration 
at the department who received the 
sculptures, could not be reached for 
comment on Wednesday. 

but the ANA quoted him as saying 
on Wednesday that among the sculp-
tures, a large number were of lotus-sit-
ting buddha statues while others were 
only foot standing on a pedestal. 

He said that based on a prelimi-

nary examination, some of the stat-
ues were in the bayon style from 
around the end of the 12th and ear-
ly 13th century, while some were in 
the middle style dating around the 
15th or 16th century. 

Sam could not be reached for 
comment as to how the pieces 
came into his possession. 

the ANA, however, said the pieces 
were originally scattered around the 
pagoda and some were at the back 
of the Intep buddha statue. 

Sam collected and stored the 
pieces in the shelter on the south 
side of the pagoda to prevent loss 
and damage.

Many of the 41 pieces turned in by a chief monk date back to the 12th and 13th centuries. ANA
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EU urged to invest in cambodia 
May Kunmakara

M
INISTEr of La-
bour and Voca-
tional Training 
Ith Sam Heng on 

Wednesday called on Vietnam-
based European manufactur-
ers to establish operations in 
cambodia to increase their 
production lines and capitalise 
on the EU-Vietnam Free Trade 
Agreement (EVFTA).

He was speaking at a meet-
ing with European chamber 
of commerce in cambodia 
(Eurocham) chairman Tassi-
lo Brinzer at the ministry.

The plea comes after the 
EVFTA came into force on 
August 1 and scrapped over 

99 per cent of customs duties 
on exports in both directions.

On August 12, the European 
commission (Ec) officially 
withdrew 20 per cent of the 
EU’s ‘Everything But Arms’ 
(EBA) scheme from cambo-
dia. The suspension affects 
one-fifth or €1 billion ($1.2 bil-
lion) of the Kingdom’s annual 
exports to the 27-nation bloc.

Sam Heng said: “With the 
EU’s free trade agreement with 
Vietnam, European factory 
owners in the country can also 
open branches in cambodia, 
create new job opportunities 
and increase productivity for 
exports to Europe.”

He highlighted the pattern of 
collaboration between the min-

istry and Eurocham in the field 
of vocational training, particu-
larly in the investment sector.

The government is striving 
to re-diversify the economy 
in response to severe covid-
19-related disruptions that 
continue to weigh on mul-
tiple fronts – especially 
employment, tourism and 
product exports, he added.

“Eurocham is working 
with the Ministry of Labour 
and Vocational Training to 
participate in the imple-
mentation of cambodia’s 
national policies.

“It persuades its partner 
investors to invest in cam-
bodia, and the Kingdom al-
ways welcomes investment 

from its members,” he said.
Brinzer said he would en-

courage investors among 
Eurocham’s membership to 
do business in the Kingdom, 
especially those operating in 
neighbouring countries such 
as Thailand and Vietnam.

He said: “Eurocham will 
continue to support and work 
with the labour ministry and 
provide employment-related 
technical assistances and 
vocational training, as the 
chamber has many partners 
who can help.”

According to him, the cam-
bodian government’s open-
ness policies will attract Eu-
ropean firms and investors 
to the Kingdom and generate 

products for export to the Eu-
ropean and US markets.

In collaboration with the 
ministry, Brinzer said he will 
work hard to enable additional 
skills training in the Kingdom.

According to the Ec, total 
trade between cambodia 
and the EU was worth €5.6 
billion last year, making it 
cambodia’s second-biggest 
trading partner after china. 
cambodia is also the EU’s 
54th largest trading partner.

The EU accounted for 11.9 
per cent of the Kingdom’s 
total trade, while china ac-
counted for 23.6 per cent.

Overall, cambodia is the 
second largest user of EBA 
preferences.

THE World Trade Organisation (WTO) 
ruled on Tuesday that the EU could 
impose tariffs worth $4.0 billion on US 
imports in retaliation for illegal US aid to 
plane maker Boeing, a year after the EU 
was sanctioned for its support of Airbus.

The decision was the latest devel-
opment in a 16-year saga between 
Washington and Brussels over sup-
port for their leading civil aircraft 
manufacturers.

The WTO determined that that 
amount was “commensurate with the 
degree and nature of the adverse effects 
determined to exist” from US support 
for Boeing considered to be in violation 
of international trade rules, according 
to the 121-page arbitrator’s report.

According to a list of targets seen 
by AFP, the EU is expected to impose 
tariffs on aircraft made in the US, 
along with tractors, sweet potatoes, 
peanuts, frozen orange juice, tobac-

co, ketchup and Pacific salmon.
The EU’s top trade official signalled 

a preference for avoiding new tariffs, 
calling instead on Washington to 
withdraw US levies on European 
goods after the WTO last year author-
ised a record $7.5 billion in US sanc-
tions against European goods.

Washington then imposed punitive 
tariffs of 25 per cent on EU products 
such as wine, cheese and olive oil. A 
10 per cent tariff on Airbus planes 
was hiked to 15 per cent in March.

“I have made it clear that my strong 
preference is for a negotiated settle-
ment with the US, avoiding harmful 
rounds of measures and counter-
measures,” EU executive vice-presi-
dent Valdis Dombrovskis said.

“Our suggestion is that the US with-
draws the tariffs they imposed as a con-
sequence of the Airbus ruling,” the 
former Latvian prime minister added.

US Trade representative robert 
Lighthizer on Tuesday said the US 
would “intensify” talks to find a reso-
lution to the longstanding dispute.

“The United States is determined to 
find a resolution to this dispute that 
addresses the massive subsidies Euro-
pean governments have provided to Air-
bus and the harm to US aerospace work-
ers and businesses,” Lighthizer said.

“We are waiting for a response from 
the EU to a recent US proposal and will 
intensify our ongoing negotiations with 
the EU to restore fair competition and 
a level playing field to this sector.”

Lighthizer said the ruling clearing the 
way for $4 billion in EU tariffs on US 
goods had “no valid basis” because it 
was based on a tax provision by Wash-
ington state, where Boeing is based, that 
had been repealed earlier this year.

Following Tuesday’s decision, the EU 
must request permission from the Dis-

pute Settlement Body (DSB) to apply the 
decision – something it could do at the 
body’s next meeting on October 26, a week 
before the US presidential election. 

While several EU leaders have been 
calling for imposing the tariffs imme-
diately if Washington does not agree to 
drop its levies, few expect it to do so.

One industry source however 
expects the WTO ruling to “open the 
door for negotiations”.

Given the crisis the airline industry 
now finds itself in and the effect that 
is having on Airbus and Boeing, a long 
drawn-out battle in which tariffs raise 
the prices of aircraft does not serve the 
interests of either the EU or the US.

Airbus was among those calling for 
a settlement.

“It is time to find a solution now so 
that tariffs can be removed on both 
sides of the Atlantic,” said Airbus cEO 
Guillaume Faury. AFP

crF calls on 
members to 
buy paddy 
after floods
Thou Vireak

THE cambodia rice Federation 
(crF) has called on its member rice 
millers to buy paddy from farmers in 
flood-affected areas at sensible pric-
es following the recent deluges.

The plea comes after a series of 
flash floods inundated several hec-
tares of paddy fields across the King-
dom over the past week, with Bat-
tambang, Pursat and Banteay 
Meanchey provinces being particu-
larly badly hit.

The crF noted in a press release 
that the dramatic increase in floods 
in the Kingdom’s central lowlands 
region has led to significant damages 
to paddy fields and disruptions of 
logistics and transportation chains.

It said: “The crF would like to ask 
member rice millers based near 
[affected] fields to help buy as much 
flooded paddy from farmers as pos-
sible at reasonable prices.”

Eang Heang, the owner of Eang 
Heang rice Mill in Battambang prov-
ince’s eastern Sangke district, told 
The Post that he has purchased more 
than 10,000 tonnes of paddy from 
farmers at an average price of 
between 950 and 1,000 riel ($0.23 and 
$0.24) per kg and will continue to do 
so for the foreseeable future.

He said: “I’ve been buying their 
paddy every day from even before the 
floods hit. I constantly recommended 
them to harvest their crop and sell it 
immediately, and not store it for a 
couple of days as that could quite 
well harm its quality.”

The Thorn chea rice Mill in Tbong 
Khmum province’s southwestern 
O’reang-ou district also vowed to 
buy the affected paddy for the time 
being, in a move that its owner 
claimed would help stabilise the 
crop’s price.

Pann chantrea said she has bought 
200 tonnes of the flooded paddy 
daily for more than a week, noting 
that most of it was shipped by Pursat-
based farmers.

She said: “I’m buying up all of the 
flooded paddy as long as it is availa-
ble at a base price of 950 riel per kg. 
I’ve got to do this so that the price of 
their paddy does not fall.”

crF secretary-general Lun Yeng 
told The Post on Tuesday that 
although the flood situation had 
eased, the federation continues to 
call on its members to purchase 
affected paddy.

He said: “Bearing in mind that we 
are nearing the end of the harvest 
season for early-maturing rice varie-
ties, paddy remains at some level of 
risk. We call on our members to buy 
paddy to avoid panic among farm-
ers.”

According to the Ministry of Water 
resources and Meteorology, the 
Kingdom will continue to experience 
scattered rains resulting from Saudel 
– the 17th typhoon of the year – and 
Tropical Storm Nangka, which are 
forecast to make landfall in the King-
dom at the weekend.

The Ministry of Labour and Vocational Training wants EU manufacturers to establish operations here to capitalise on the Vietnam free trade agreement. heng chivoAn



HYUNDAI Motor Group on 
Tuesday said it had begun the 
construction of its open mobility 
innovation centre in Singapore.

The South Korean au-
tomaker held an online 
groundbreaking ceremony 
for its new global lab called 
Hyundai Motor Group Inno-
vation Center in Singapore, 
or HMGICS, at Hyundai-Kia 
Motors Namyang R&D Cen-
ter and Jurong Town Hall in 
Jurong, in western Singapore.

The ceremony was held on-
line by connecting the venues 
in the two countries by video 
link in consideration of the 
Covid-19 situation.

The ceremony was attended 
by Singapore Prime Minister 
Lee Hsien Loong, South Korean 
Minister of Trade, Industry and 
Energy Sung Yun-mo and Hyun-
dai Motor Group executive vice-
chairman Chung Euisun.

Hyundai said the HMGICS 
is an open innovation base 
where the group will research 
the entire value chain of a cus-
tomer’s automobile life cycle, 
from ordering a car to produc-
tion, test driving, delivery and 
service, to present a new mo-
bility paradigm.

Planned for completion by 
the end of 2022, the HMGICS 
will be built in Singapore’s Ju-

rong Innovation Complex on a 
site of 44,000sqm, with a total 
floor area of 90,000sqm and 
seven storeys above ground.

The innovation centre will be 
equipped with a customer test-
drive “sky track” with a total 
length of 620m, an air mobility 
take-off and landing site and 
solar panels for eco-friendly en-
ergy production. In the future, 
the company plans to further 
expand the use of clean energy 
without carbon dioxide emis-
sions through hydrogen fuel 
cells, the automaker said.

Chung said in his welcom-
ing speech: “Hyundai Motor 
Group will improve the quality 
of customer life based on the 
HMGICS’ vision of human-cen-
tred value chain innovation.

“We are confident that 
the innovations that will be 
implemented through the 
HMGICS will change our fu-
ture and contribute to human 
development.”

Minister Sung said: “We need 
to make the HMGICS a new 
milestone in bilateral economic 
cooperation with Singapore.

“The key to that success 
depends on how well we can 
harmonise Hyundai Motor 
Group’s vision with Singa-
pore’s strengths.” THE KOREA HER-

ALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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THIS month Masan MEATLife, 
a subsidiary of Masan Group, 
commissioned the 1.8 trillion 
dong ($77.6 million) MEAT-
Deli Saigon Meat Processing 
Complex in Vietnam’s Long 
An province.

Situated in the Tan Duc 
Industrial Park in Duc Hoa 
district, the plant is designed 
to process 140,000 tonnes 
of chilled pork and 15,000 
tonnes of other products such 
as braised pork, pork rolls, 
shredded pork, and others 
annually in the first phase. 

The second phase will ex-
pand the capacity to 25,000 
tonnes a year and enable 
production of 14,000 tonnes 
of pork by-products such as 
blood flour, plasma, collagen, 
and meat and bone powder.

Its processing line was sup-
plied by Dutch company 
Marel, the world leader in 
meat processing equipment, 
and includes an automation 
system with three robots. It is 
considered the most modern 
meat processing and slaugh-
ter facility in the country.

The province has also seen 
several other big-ticket projects 

get under way in recent times.
Dong Tam Group opened 

the first phase of the Long An 
International Port in Tan Tap 
commune in the province’s 
Can Giuoc district and at the 
same time began work on the 
second phase of the project.

The 147ha port is being devel-
oped in three phases at a cost 
of nearly 10 trillion dong. It will 
have seven wharves able to re-
ceive ships of up to 70,000DWT. 
More than 400,000sqm is ear-
marked for warehouses to 
store farm produce, steel, ferti-

lisers, and other products from 
the Mekong Delta.

The port is seen as key to re-
ducing traffic congestion and 
logistics costs in Long An and 
the Mekong Delta.

In May, TIZCo JSC and Viet-
nam Innovation Parks Man-
agement Corporation broke 
ground for the 1,800ha Viet 
Phat Industrial Park, one of 
the country’s largest indus-
trial parks.

According to province lead-
ers, the series of large projects 
that have come to Long An 

recently, especially amid the 
Covid-19 pandemic, are ex-
pected to greatly contribute to 
socio-economic development 
and prove the attractiveness 
of the province to investors.

Tran Van Can, chairman of 
the province People’s Com-
mittee, said with its location 
in a prime spot in the South-
ern Key Economic Region, 
Long An serves as a bridge 
between Ho Chi Minh City 
and the delta.

It achieved annual growth of 
9.11 per cent on average in the 
2016-2020 period, among the 
highest in the country, he said.

Its economic structure 
continues to shift quickly to-
wards industrialisation and 
modernisation and per capita 
income has topped 72.6 mil-
lion dong, among the highest 
in the delta.

“The provincial government 
has determined that admin-
istrative reform, improving 
the business environment, 
enhancing competitiveness, 
and supporting enterprises 
are among its key tasks.”

Since 2017, Long An has 
remained in the top group in 

the Provincial Competitive-
ness Index.

It tops the delta in attract-
ing foreign direct investment 
(FDI) with total registered 
capital of $6.5 billion so far, 
and also has 2,000 local com-
panies with combined capital 
of 230 trillion dong.

According to the province 
People’s Committee, Long An 
has 16 industrial parks and 21 
industrial clusters with occu-
pation rates of 87.3 per cent 
and 89.7 per cent.

To further attract investment 
in the coming time, especially 
FDI investment, the province 
has focused on developing in-
frastructure  at selected indus-
trial zones and clusters and ex-
pects to open them this year.

People’s Committee vice-
chairman Nguyen Van be said 
the province would continue 
to solicit investment in infra-
structure in industrial parks 
and elsewhere.

The province wants to attract 
investment in industrial parks 
and clusters and has prior-
itised projects involved in the 
supporting industries, hi-tech 
agriculture, seafood process-

ing, and among others.
In recent years the prov-

ince had focused on improv-
ing the quality of education 
and training to provide the 
market with a more skilled 
workforce, he said.

Huynh Van Son, director 
of the province Department 
of Planning and Investment, 
said every year activities were 
undertaken to promote in-
vestment, trade and tourism 
in key markets such as Japan, 
South Korea and the US.

In addition, infrastructure 
developers at industrial parks 
and clusters also directly 
sought investors to invest in 
their facilities, even sending 
delegations abroad to solicit 
investment, advertising in the 
media and participating in 
conferences to provide infor-
mation about industrial parks.

Can said: “Long An will cre-
ate the most favourable condi-
tions for domestic and foreign 
investors and businesses.

“The province’s motto is: 
‘Your difficulties are also our 
difficulties, your success is 
also our success.’” VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnam’s Long An vows best possible business conditions

Ministry, private companies 
sign MoUs on safe vegetables
Thou Vireak 

T
HE Ministry of Agri-
culture, Forestry and 
Fisheries on Wednes-
day signed a memo-

randum of understanding 
(MoU) with private companies 
on the development of a mod-
el safe vegetable centre and 
the promotion of a safe vegeta-
ble value chain.

This will be realised in ac-
cordance with Good Agricul-
tural Practices (GAP) stan-
dards in a bid to meet local 
demand and exports, accord-
ing to the terms of the MoU.

General Directorate of Agri-
culture director-general Ngin 
Chhay said the deal is anoth-
er breakthrough for the direc-
torate in its implementation 
of the government’s policy 
concerning agricultural mod-
ernisation and reinforcing the 
Kingdom’s vegetable value 
chain.

Speaking at the signing 
ceremony, Chhay said he be-
lieves that the private sector’s 
involvement has encouraged 
farmers to move to safe veg-
etable production and supply 
the local market.

“Private sector investment 
is an important driving force 
in engaging with the govern-
ment in improving the quality 
and safety of vegetables and 
modernising agriculture as a 
whole.

“We are trying to mobilise 
private sector investment 
in the vegetable value chain 
through a public-private part-
nership mechanism between 
the state, the private sector 
and farmers under a frame-
work for agricultural develop-
ment that uses contracts.

“In order to improve the 
production and supply of safe 
vegetables to meet domes-

tic demand through quality, 
safety and competitiveness, 
as well as to further strength-
en the vegetable export mar-
ket, Cambodia has been turn-
ing the crisis of vegetables 
supply imbalance into a new 
opportunity for its agricul-
tural sector,” he said.

Speaking at the ceremony, 
Tropicam Fruit and Vegetable 
Co Ltd CEo Hun Lak said his 
company has worked with the 
directorate to develop the 6ha 
safe vegetable centre at the 
banteay Dek Agriculture Re-
search Station located along 
National Road 1.

Tropicam Fruit and Veg-
etable also signed MoUs with 
safe vegetable distributor 
Natural Agriculture Village 
and another of Lak’s ventures 
Tropicam Irrigation Solutions 
Co Ltd, which supplies mod-
ern agricultural equipment 

and represents “model farm-
ers” from some provinces.

It also signed MoUs with as-
sociations such as the Cam-
bodia Chefs’ Association, the 
Cambodia Restaurant Associ-
ation, the Cambodia Tourism 
Federation and the Cambodia 
Hotel Association.

Lak said: “The signing cer-
emony is vital to promoting 
dissemination to stakehold-
ers in the vegetable sector 
to focus on the production 
of safe vegetables in keeping 
with the right standards until 
they are recognised by public 
institutions.

“We urge stakeholders in 
the safe vegetable production 
chain and consumers to sup-
port and promote the spread 
of safe vegetable production 
in accordance with GAP stan-
dards.”

According to Chhay, Cam-

bodia’s annual demand for 
vegetables is around one mil-
lion tonnes, which averages 
between 2,500-3,000 tonnes 
per day. It must import be-
tween 500-1,000 tonnes daily 
to keep up.

He said 57,762ha of vege-
tables were planted last year, 
which yielded 68,212 tonnes.

The ministry has registered 
and evaluated 62 fruit and 
vegetable farms that operate 
under GAP standards in the 
period from January-August 
and plans to register an ad-
ditional 80 by year’s end, he 
added.

At the end of last year, there 
were 1,190 agricultural com-
munities and groups, data 
from the ministry show. It 
identified 259 farming com-
munities and 432 farming 
groups as implementing safe 
vegetable production.

The agriculture ministry has registered and evaluated 62 fruit and vegetable farms that operate under Good 
Agricultural Practices (GAP) standards in the period from January-August. AGRICULTURE MINISTRY

Planned for completion by the end of 2022, the centre will be built in 
Singapore’s Jurong Innovation Complex on a site of 44,000sqm. HYUNDAI 
MOTOR GROUP

Long An pledges to create the most favourable conditions for domestic 
and foreign investors and businesses. LONGHAU.COM.VN/VIET NAM NEWS

Hyundai’s S’pore open 
mobility innovation 
centre breaks ground



Phuket land is 
becoming more 
attractive to local 
Thai investors

OVER the past nine months, Phuket 
has weathered an economic storm 
from the loss of foreign tourists 

due to the Covid-19 outbreak.
Yet, despite a scarcity in available land, 

leading property consultant CBRE has 
seen an increased demand from domes-
tic investors and individual buyers.

Prakaipeth Meechoosarn, who oversees 
investment and resort land for CBRE 
Phuket, said: “In the past, the Phuket real 
estate market attracted more foreign in-
vestors, as it is a leading resort destination.

“However, due to travel restrictions, 
now more local players are eyeing Phuket 
as a potential investment, especially if the 
property has an attractive price tag.”

Though the government launched a 
Special Tourist Visa in October 1 to attract 
high-end, long-stay tourists in a bid to re-
build the tourism sector, foreign investors 
are not rushing to purchase land in Phuket.

Records from CBRE’s Investment and 
Resort Land team in Phuket show that land 
enquiries from local buyers in the first nine 
months of this year had risen by 50 per cent 
compared to the same period last year.

Of these inquiries, 62 per cent are from 
local developers seeking plots for new 
developments or private buyers looking 
to build holiday homes.

Prakaipeth said: “Land that fits con-
ventional requirements for development, 
such as beachfront and ocean view, is still 
low in supply.

“However, more plots are becoming avail-
able. As the current situation is a buyer’s 
market, landowners are more open to nego-
tiations and willing to consider options.

“Phuket is a good option for investment 
as land is being offered at reasonable 
prices. The market has not been this at-
tractive since the pre-Covid-19 days.

“However, investors and buyers may 
have less time for decision-making, due 
to a shortage in supply.” THE NATION (THAI-

LAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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MALAYSIA’S National Property 
Information centre (Napic) 
hopes the property market will 
be allowed to continue despite 
the reimposition of the condi-
tional movement control order 
(cMco) in Kuala Lumpur and 
Selangor on Wednesday.

Napic director Aina ed-
ayu Ahmad said the property 
market is an important sector 
within any national economy.

“Given the cMco, we hope 
the economic sectors will be 
able to operate. If this is the 
case, we would not see too 
much impact on the economy.

“However, having said that, 
we have yet to see the cMco 
restrictions that are being im-
posed on the economy,” she 
said at a press conference at 
the Property Market outlook 
for 2020 – beyond covid.

She said the property mar-
ket is a very broad one and is 
an essential sector within the 
economy.

earlier, Aina presented an 
overview of the property sector 
for the first half of this year.

She said price of residential 
houses continued to record 
slow growth in the second 
quarter of this year with the 

Malaysian House Price Index 
(MHPI) at 198.3 points.

this indicates a marginal an-
nual growth of 0.4 per cent, low-
er than the 1.9 per cent growth 
recorded in the first quarter.

on a quarterly basis, MHPI 
declined by 0.7 per cent com-
pared to the first quarter 
(199.7 points).

Aina’s paper drew attention 
to the serviced apartment 
segment, where numbers of 
overhang units kept increas-
ing over the years.

there were 21,683 overhang 
units recorded worth 18.64 
billion ringgit ($4.5 billion), 
an increase of 26.5 per cent in 
volume and 32.8 per cent in 
value as compared to the first 
half of last year (17,142 units 
worth 15.04 billion ringgit).

In terms of price range, ser-
viced apartment units priced 
more than 500,000 ringgit 
make up 90.8 per cent of ser-
viced apartment overhang.

Johor’s serviced apartment 
units priced 500,000 ringgit and 
above make up 96.86 per cent of 
the unsold completed units for 
this type of high-rise commercial, 
and Selangor 69.13 per cent. THE 

STAR (MALAYSIA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Hopes still alive for 
M’sia property sector

Urbanland steps up game with new 
gated-community project chankiri

Vietnam real estate market goes digital

May Kunmakara

t
He locally-owned 
Urbanland Asia 
Investment co Ltd on 
october 5 launched 

the chankiri Palm creek gated-
community project just south 
of Phnom Penh with units 
planned to be made available 
for sale next year.

chankiri is Urbanland’s 
first such residential project 
and is located along Nation-
al road 2 in Kandal province, 
just off of Hun Sen boule-
vard, the company said.

Its managing director Kang 
Hok said Urbanland was step-
ping up its game with chankiri 
following the success of its 
other development projects 
since its founding in 2013.

these include raintree and 
embassy central in the capital 
and the treeline Urban resort 
in Siem reap town, he said.

“For our upcoming projects, 
we conceptualise our homes 
with people, create park spac-
es that enable the community 
to thrive and bring people to 
reconnect with nature.

“We spend half of our life 
at home and have an inti-
mate relationship with our 
living space. Improving that 
space will vastly improve 
people’s lives.

“Here we are prioritising 
what we now know people 
care a great deal about – secu-
rity and safety, interior func-
tions, community and a sense 
of belonging as well as incor-
porating the essence of nature 
through careful consideration 

of the flow of light and air in-
side each unit,” Hok said.

cPL cambodia Proper-
ties Ltd chairman and ceo 
cheng Kheng told The Post 
that the market for gated-
community projects has 
been flourishing, but noted 
that sales of units priced 
$100,000 or more were cur-
rently on a downswing.

He said: “We are witnessing 
a growing gated-community 

market notwithstanding the 
current [covid-19] situation. 
transactions of units in proj-
ects that target the middle 
class remain strong.”

the market for gated com-
munities has blossomed ev-
erywhere across the capital’s 
outskirts and along National 
road 2, he said. “there is de-
mand everywhere for units 
that cost less than $100,000.”

cambodia imported 

$565.91 million worth of 
building materials in the first 
half of this year, while arriv-
als were in excess of $1.51 
billion for the whole year 
2019, data from the Ministry 
of economy and Finance’s 
General Department of cus-
toms and excise show.

broken down by catego-
ry, the Kingdom imported 
217,151 tonnes of steel worth 
$140.8 million, 681,817 tonnes 

of cement worth $43.27 mil-
lion and 672,785 tonnes of 
“construction equipment” 
worth $381.84 million.

the government approved 
more than $3.84 billion of 
new projects in the construc-
tion sector during the first 
half of this year, surging 13.26 
per cent year-on-year, the 
Ministry of Land Manage-
ment, Urban Planning and 
construction reported.

More and more realty firms in 
Vietnam are using digital plat-
forms to sell their products, 
driven by the government’s 
encouragement to develop 
local digital technology firms 
amid the covid-19 pandemic.

Pham Kim Xuan, a represen-
tative from realty research firm 
Jones Lang Lasalle Vietnam 
(JLL), said: “the application of 
technology in the real estate sec-
tor is forecast to be a prominent 
trend in 2020 and in the future.”

Xuan said restricted travel 
during the pandemic had 
made it difficult for tradition-
al site inspections and direct 
meetings, however, demand 
for land still increased.

to support the demand, 
more and more online plat-
forms and realty apps have 
popped up, offering virtual 
tours and online webinars 
so customers can experience 
products from a distance.

As an active Facebook user, 
Nguyen thu Hoan said she had 
received lots of information, 
pictures, videos, ratings and 
reviews and reports about the 
real estate project she was in-
terested in after clicking on the 
Facebook page of the project.

According to technology ex-

perts, tech trends have helped 
real estate brokers approach 
customers, using big data to 
help brokers analyse the habits, 
preferences, predict the wishes 
of customers. From there, the 
target audience can be selected 
to have suitable approaches to 
make advertising more effective.

Pham Ngoc thien thanh, 
manager of market research 
and development consulting 
for cbre Vietnam, said: “the 
Industry 4.0 is a global trend 
that helps the real estate mar-
ket and other industries be de-
veloped in a more comprehen-
sive and efficient manner.”

Among the first realty firms 
using technology to sell hous-

es, Sunshine Group launched 
the Sunshine app in January.

Le Hoang Nam, head of the 
Sunshine Home’s It infra-
structure, told Viet Nam News: 
“the app helps maximise in-
formation transparency about 
the company’s real estate 
projects, allowing buyers and 
sellers to easily learn, access 
products and trade conve-
niently on their smartphone.”

Amid the pandemic, Nam 
said the apps allowed cus-
tomers to easily receive 24/7 
online consultation from the 
sales team without meeting.

In the peak period, according 
to him, more than 1,000 people 
installed Sunshine app per day, 

making realty transactions via 
app increase dramatically.

“At the end of March and 
early April 2020, despite the so-
cial distancing, the group still 
recorded nearly 500 successful 
transactions,” Nam said.

the app helped the group 
operate stably even in a pe-
riod of market stagnation due 
to the pandemic, he said.

With the VinID app, Vingroup 
also attracted a number of cus-
tomers to transact real estate 
and make online payments 
without any physical contact.

other realty firms such as 
LinkHouse company or Khai 
Hoan Land also developed 
house selling apps while re-
alty brokerage sites such as 
youhomes.vn and batdong-
san.com.vn developed spe-
cial apps to attract buyers.

Vietnam Association of re-
altors vice-chairman Nguyen 
Van Dinh said technology was 
changing very fast, forcing 
firms to be ready to adapt.

“Marketing teams of realty 
firms need to be creative and 
constantly update trends to 
have the best strategies to 
serve the customers to win 
the digital race,” he said. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The Chankiri Palm Creek gated-community project south of Phnom Penh will make units available for sale next year. SuppLIED

Sunshine Group launched the Sunshine app in January. SuNSHINE GROup

Property
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Apartment for Rent
Located at west of Independence 
Monument, 2 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen, lot of sunlight.
Price: $1,200/month

Apartment for Rent
Located at North West of Russian 
Market, 1, 2 and 3 bedrooms, open 
living room, fully furnished, nice 
kitchen and balcony. 
Price: $700, $900, and $1800/M

Apartment for rent
Located near Russian Market, 2 
bedrooms, open living room, bal-
cony, fully furnished, nice kitchen, 
lot of sunlight. 
Price: $1,200/month

Renovated apartment for rent 
Located: Near Royal Palace
2 bedrooms, well renovated, 
Fully furnished, good security, 
many facilities around.  
Price: $750/month

Garden Villa for rent in BKK1
2 floors, 5 bedrooms, spacious 
living room, fully furnished, big 
kitchen and balcony. Good for 
residence or office.
Price: $7,000/month

Villa for rent in North Bridge 
Very big garden, 5 bedrooms, 
large living room, fully furnished, 
western kitchen, big balcony, 
very safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month 

Villa for rent 
Located in Sangkat Boeung Pro-
lit, Khan 7 Makara, 6 bedrooms, 
living room, kitchen, many facili-
ties around, safe and quiet.
Price: $5,000/month

Modern villa for rent 
In Grand Phnom Penh, 5 bed-
rooms, large living room, modern 
designed, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony.
Price: $1,700/month

Villa for rent in Bassac Garden City
2 floors, 4 bedrooms, large living 
room, fully furnished, modern 
kitchen, big balcony,  
safe and quiet.
Price: $3,500/month

Villa for rent next to BBK1
7 bedrooms, large living room, 
partially furnished, big balcony, 
some trees, very safe 
and quiet. 
Price: $3,000/month

Office space for rent
On main street, size from 
200sqm to 400sqm, 7 floors,  
2 lifts, parking, open space,  
very safe.
Price: $14/sqm 

Office space for rent 
Located at west of Olympic 
Stadium, size from 840sqm to 
500sqm, 2nd floor, 2 lifts, park-
ing, open space, very safe.
Price: $16/sqm 

Shophouse for rent near AEON 2
Located in borey The Premier 
Land near AEON 2, 
6 bedrooms, good for office  
and business.
Price: $1,500/month

Shophouse for rent 
Located in Borey Penghout The 
Star Diamond, Road 60m, 
Land size:4.5m x 20m, 
House size: 4.5m x 12m, 
Price: $1,200/month

APARtMENt fOR RENt/SAlE VillA fOR RENt OffiCE SPACE /ShOPhOuSE fOR RENt

089 200 300  
012 390 390tel: 

Address: #394 - 396 (Home City Building), Street 71, 
Chamkarmon, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Email: info@towncity.com, www.towncity.com

Email : info.epiagency@gmail.com
http://www.easypropertyrealty.com
#19DE0, St. 172, Sangkat Chey Chomnes, Khan Doun Penh.
Tel: 015 777 586 / 061 777 586 / 011 777 587

#35, Street.P10D, Borey Peng Huoth The Star Polaris 1, 
Sangkat Niruoth, Khan Chbaampov, Phnom Penh,  
E-Mail: info@katappraisal.com  / www.katappraisal.com
089 888 366, 089 888 277 | 089 888 377, 089 888 755

link house for sale
Land size :  4.1m x 14m
House size :  4.1m x 12m 
Location :  Borey Leng Navatra 
Sangkat Chaom Chau 
Price: $67,000 (Negotiable)   

Shop house for sale at Borey Peng 
huoth Boeung Snor
Land Size :  4.5m x 21m 
House Size : 4.5m x 14m
Location : Sangkat Niroth 
Price: $290,000 (Negotiable)  

flat for sale
Land size :  4.2m x 20.5m 
House Size :  4.2m x 13m 
Location :  Borey Lim Chheanghak  
Veal Sbov
Price: $69,800 (Negotiable) 

Olympia condo SOhO type for sale  
Size : 45Sqm 
Location : Sangkat Orussey,  
Khan 7 Makara
Phnom Penh
Price : $13,000 (Negotiable)
   

Villa lC1 for sale
Land Size : 5.2m x 14m 
House Size : 5.2m x 7m 
Location : Chea Sophara, Borey Peng 
Huoth The Star Premier
Price: $84,500 (Negotiable)  

twin Villa for sale at Borey Peng 
huoth PC market
Land Size : 6m x 16m
House Size : 6m x 12m 
Location : Chak Ang Re Luer 
Price : $385,000 (Negotiable)

land for sale
Land Size: 11.5m x 150m
Title: Hard
Location: Prek Eng 
Chbar Ampov, Phnom Penh
Price: $400/m2

land for sale
Land size: 17,089m2 
Location: Dang Kao
Phnom Penh
Cambodia
Price: $180/m2 (Negotiable)

land for sale 
Land: Size 32m x 54m
Location: Chaom Chau
Khan Porsenchey
Phnom Penh
Price: $350/m2

land for sale
Land size: 16m x 22m 
Location: Prek Eng 
Chbar Ampov 
Phnom Penh
Price: $120,000

flat house for sale
Land size: 4m x 22.5m
House size: 4m x 15m
Location: Khan Russey keo
.Phnom Penh
Price : $183,000

two flat houses for sale
Land size: 4.5m x 21m
House size: 4.5m x 16m
Location: Russey keo
Khan Porsenchey
Price: $98,000 (per flat)

Grade A office outlook
-  Near ISPP and 60M
-  Size from 32m2 
-  Price starts from usd 7/m2

-  Air conditioning  
 and carpets 
-  Motor bike and car parking space  
 available

TATY 1381 

TATY 1529
Mini Warehouse and affordable office package 
-  National Road 2, behind Hun Sen Boulevard(60M),  
 10 minutes drive to Aeon 1.
-  warehouse size from 132m2 to 3,000m2

-  warehouse price starts from USD 3/m2 
-  office size from 24 m2 
-  office starts from USD 5/m2

- 24 hrs security team and surveillance camera

012 72 32 72

TERRATEX DEVELOPMENT
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world

No additional cases of covid-19 had 
been identified in Qingdao, Shandong 
province, as of mid-afternoon on 
tuesday, following an outbreak of new 
cases that appeared over the weekend, 
the chinese city’s health authorities 
reported.

As of 3:30pm on tuesday, the city had 
collected and tested more than four 
million samples and released more 
than 1.9 million results, officials said.

At noon on Monday, the city reported 
12 new cases, six of them asymptomat-
ic, though officials said that night that 
the city as a whole was at low risk of a 
community-level spread of the virus.

Further testing and investigation 
have shown that the confirmed and 
asymptomatic cases are closely 
linked to the city’s pulmonary hospi-
tal and there was no evidence of 
community-level spread, according 
to Jiang Fachun, deputy director of 
the city’s disease prevention and con-
trol centre, who spoke at a news con-
ference on tuesday afternoon.

of the six patients with confirmed 
cases, three have developed serious 
symptoms and have been isolated 
and treated by specialists at the Affil-
iated Hospital of Qingdao University’s 
West coast campus, said chen Wan-
sheng, deputy director of the general 
office of the Qingdao government.

the city also has administered a 
second round of testing of all 740 
close contacts of patients with con-
firmed cases as well as their con-
tacts, and all those produced nega-

tive results, chen said.
one of the confirmed cases is a taxi 

driver, but his 52 contacts were traced, 
and after two rounds of tests, the 
results were negative, chen said.

city officials said they planned to 
complete free coronavirus tests in 
five districts by Wednesday night, and 
the entire city of nine million people 
is to be tested within the week, the 
municipal health commission said.

Free testing on campuses is pro-
vided for all students in universities, 
middle and primary schools and kin-
dergartens. Some student group 
activities, such as trips to rural areas 
to learn about agriculture, have been 
temporarily suspended.

At the Second experimental Middle 
School in Qingdao, all students, 
teachers and other staff members 
had undergone testing by 3pm on 
Monday, according to the school’s 
vice-principal tian Ke.

“We must guarantee absolute safe-
ty at the every corner of the school-
yard,” tian said.

chen said Shandong province sent 
seven medical teams that included 
210 people to help with processing 
tests and another 1,050 people to 
handle sampling work.

More than 10,000 medical workers 
have already been engaged in fight-
ing the outbreak in the city, officials 
said. CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Uncertainty clouds trilateral Asian 
summit on Seoul-tokyo squabble
t

He trilateral summit planned 
later this year for South Korea, 
Japan and china is no longer 
a sure thing, as Japanese Prime 

Minister Yoshihide Suga has report-
edly notified Seoul he will not attend 
unless “proper measures” are taken to 
settle a feud between Seoul and tokyo 
over wartime forced labour.

South Korea’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs said on tuesday that it would 
continue to work toward the trilat-
eral summit within this year and was 
consulting with the other two coun-
tries. the ministry declined to con-
firm the report about Suga.

earlier in the day, Kyodo News 
reported that tokyo had conveyed a 
message to Seoul late last month that 
it would be “impossible” for Suga to 
visit here unless “proper measures” 
were taken to address the forced labour 
issue, citing diplomatic sources.

Seoul is slated to host the annual 
three-way talks among the east Asian 
countries later this year, but with 
Japan’s resistance, the report said, the 
summit may not happen.

It said Suga was demanding assur-
ance from Seoul that the assets seized 
from a Japanese firm following a ruling 
by South Korea’s top court will not be 
liquidated, as a condition of his visit. 
the court vindicated victims of forced 
labour and awarded damages.

the two Asian neighbours have 
remained divided over history for 
decades, with their concerns rooted 
in disputes over Japan’s colonial rule 
of Korea from 1910-1945.

but the conflict reached a new 
level of acrimony after South Korea’s 
Supreme court ruled in 2018 that 
Japan’s top steelmaker, Nippon Steel, 
was obliged to compensate the Kore-
an victims who were forced to work 
for them during World War II.

the decision drew a strong rebuke 
from tokyo, which maintains that all 
related issues were settled under the 1965 
treaty normalising bilateral relations.

Assets held by Nippon Steel in South 

Korea have been seized and are now in 
the process of being liquidated, an out-
come that tokyo has warned multiple 
times would do “irreparable” damage 
to bilateral ties. Last year, apparently 
in retaliation, tokyo toughened its 
restrictions on exports to Seoul.

Seoul has been eyeing the trilateral 
summit, when President Moon will 
meet the new Japanese leader for the 
first time in person since Suga took 
office in mid-September after his pred-

ecessor Shinzo Abe stepped down for 
health reasons, as a chance to mend 
ties between the two countries.

After coming to power, Suga called 
for both countries to improve their 
frayed ties, during his first phone 
conversation with Moon.

observers, however, say there will 
be no drastic improvement in bilat-
eral ties under Suga, who has said he 
will continue with Abe’s foreign policy. 
THE KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Seoul has been eyeing the trilateral summit, when President Moon Jae-in (left) will meet the new Japanese leader for the first time 
in person since Yoshihide Suga took office in mid-September. YONHAP NEWS AGENCY

Qingdao officials said the entire city of nine million people is to be tested within the 
week. STR/AFP

Qingdao: No spread of covid-19

Nasa: eight 
nations agree 
to US-led 
space rules
tHe US National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (Nasa) 
announced on tuesday that eight 
countries have signed an interna-
tional agreement called the Artemis 
Accords that outlines the principles 
of future exploration of the Moon and 
beyond.

the treaty paves the way for its 
founding members – Australia, can-
ada, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, the 
UAe, britain and the US – to partici-
pate in Nasa’s Artemis programme, 
which aims to return humans to 
earth’s nearest neighbour by 2024.

“Artemis will be the broadest and 
most diverse international human 
space exploration programme in his-
tory, and the Artemis Accords are the 
vehicle that will establish this singu-
lar global coalition,” said Nasa 
Administrator Jim bridenstine.

“With today’s signing, we are unit-
ing with our partners to explore the 
Moon and are establishing vital prin-
ciples that will create a safe, peaceful, 
and prosperous future in space for all 
of humanity to enjoy.”

While Nasa is leading the Artemis 
programme, it has emphasised the 
need for international partnerships 
in building up a sustainable presence 
on the Moon, something the agency 
views as key ahead of an eventual 
human mission to Mars.

the agency hopes, for example, to 
excavate ice from the Moon’s South 
Pole to supply both drinking water and 
to split the molecules apart to make 
rocket fuel for the onward journey.

It also plans to establish an orbital 
space station called Gateway.

Nasa said the Artemis Accords rein-
force and implement the 1967 outer 
Space treaty, and are split broadly 
into 10 principles.

the signatories commit, for exam-
ple, to adhering to peaceful explora-
tion in a transparent manner, to create 
hardware systems that are operable 
by every member nation, and to reg-
istering their space objects.

other principles include affirming 
that they will render assistance to 
each other in case of emergency, 
make their scientific data public, pre-
serve the heritage of outer space and 
plan for the safe disposal of space 
debris.

the announcement came a day 
after Dmitry rogozin, the head of the 
russian space agency roscosmos, 
said Moscow was unlikely to partici-
pate in the Gateway space station, 
marking the probable end of the type 
of close cooperation seen for two 
decades on the International Space 
Station (ISS).

the Artemis Accords also exclude 
china, a rising space rival to the US.

china has an active lunar pro-
gramme with its own international 
collaborations.

Last month, a chinese-German 
team published daily radiation meas-
urements on the lunar surface record-
ed by the chang’e 4 lander last year.

they concluded that the level of 
radiation limited astronauts to two or 
three months on the Moon – vital 
information that the US Apollo mis-
sions of the 1960s and 1970s had not 
gathered. AFP

Great Barrier 
Reef’s corals in
steep decline

HALF of the Great Barrier Reef’s 
corals have died over the past 25 
years, scientists said on Wednesday, 

warning that climate change is irreversibly 
destroying the underwater ecosystem.

A study published in the Proceedings of 
the Royal Society Journal found an alarming 
rate of decline across all sizes of corals since 
the mid-1990s on the vast World Heritage-
listed reef off Australia’s northeastern coast.

Larger species, such as branching and 
table-shaped corals, have been affected 
hardest – almost disappearing from the 
far northern reaches of the reef.

“They’re typically depleted by [up to] 80 
or 90 per cent compared to 25 years ago 
. . . They make the nooks and crannies that 
fish and other creatures depend on, so lo-
sing big three-dimensional corals changes 
the broader ecosystem,” report co-author 
and James Cook University professor 
Terry Hughes told AFP.

Aside from its inestimable natural, scien-
tific and environmental value, the 2,300km-
long reef was worth an estimated $4 billion 
a year in tourism revenue for the Australian 
economy before the pandemic.

The reef is at risk of losing its coveted 
world heritage status because of ocean 
warming – fuelled by climate change – 
damaging its health.

Changes in ocean temperatures stress 
healthy corals, causing them to expel 
algae living in their tissues – draining 
them of their vibrant colours in a process 
known as bleaching. AFP
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ASEAN

coVID-19 has killed eight 
people with HIV/AIDS in In-
donesia, and 77 people with 
HIV have tested positive for 
the coronavirus, the Ministry 
of Health has said.

Some 543,100 people are liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS in Indone-
sia, according to ministry data.

“People with HIV should 
be 100 per cent disciplined 
in following health protocols. 
Wear your masks, wash your 
hands,” the ministry’s HIV/
AIDS and sexually transmit-
ted diseases subdirectorate 
head, Nurjannah Sulaiman, 
said at a recent public dis-
cussion on the impact of the 
pandemic on people with 
HIV/AIDS.

“because they belong to the 
vulnerable population,” she 
said, adding that covid-19 
patients with comorbidities, 
including those of HIV/AIDS 
such as chronic kidney disease, 
have worse outcomes than pa-
tients without comorbidities.

the pandemic hit Indone-
sia as the government and the 
rest of the world continued to 
try to reduce HIV infections 
and help people with the vi-
rus live longer and healthier 
lives.

As outlined in the 2016 UN 
Sustainable Development 
Goals, Indonesia aims to end 
the global HIV/AIDS epidem-

ic by 2030. this includes zero 
infections, zero deaths and 
zero discrimination.

but now, seven months into 
the pandemic, access to im-
ported antiretroviral (ArV) 
drugs remains a problem in 
Indonesia.

A nationwide survey of 
1,035 people with HIV car-
ried out in August by the In-
donesian office of the Joint 
UN Programme on HIV/AIDS 
(UNAIDS) and non-profit or-
ganisation the Positive Indo-
nesia Network (JIP) showed 
that 52 per cent of respon-
dents had only enough ArV 
drugs to last for a month.

the ArV shortage was more 
serious than in the early weeks 
of the pandemic. the two or-
ganisations found in late 
March that 47.6 per cent re-
spondents had only a month’s 
worth of ArV medication left.

“More and more people are 
lacking ArV stocks,” said Ary 
bumi Kartini, a JIP researcher 
involved in the study. “We 
must work together with the 
Health Ministry and other 
community-based organisa-
tions to ensure the availabil-
ity of ArVs at national and 
regional levels during the 
pandemic.”

People with HIV/AIDS need 
to take ArV drugs every day 
to maintain and improve the 
quality of their lives and help 
prevent the spread of the in-
fection to others. the medica-
tion can be accessed through 
health facilities, mostly hos-

pitals.
but 473 of the 1,035 respon-

dents in the survey said they 
were reluctant to visit health 
facilities for ArV drugs be-
cause they feared exposing 
themselves to covid-19.

the coronavirus outbreak 
has also mentally and finan-
cially affected people living 
with HIV/AIDS, with 41 per 
cent of respondents saying 
they experienced “serious anx-
iety issues regarding the condi-
tion of their health, family and 
the stigma of HIV status”. 

the number of respondents 
who said they were not able 
to meet the needs of their 
families increased from 236 
in March to 474 in August. 
those who had lost jobs also 
increased from 275 respon-
dents in March to 458 respon-
dents in August.

In the August survey, some 
200 respondents said they 
could no longer pay rent for 
their homes.

“And only 54 per cent of the 
total respondents surveyed 
in August had received social 
aid,” Ary said, adding that all 
respondents had said they 
needed help to have safe ac-
cess to ArV treatment and 
counselling for anxiety and 
depression.

Although health resources 
are now focused on handling 

the covid-19 outbreak, Nur-
jannah said the government 
was still trying to ensure that 
90 per cent of people with 
HIV would be aware of their 
status, 60 per cent would get 
ArV treatment and 90 per 
cent would have their viral 
load suppressed by 2024.

but even without taking 
the covid-19 pandemic into 
account, ArV coverage in In-
donesia remains among the 
lowest in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion to date.

A recent global report by 
UNAIDS shows that the 
covid-19 pandemic risks 
blowing HIV progress way off 
course. It found that missed 
targets have resulted in 3.5 
million more HIV infections 
and 820,000 more AIDS-re-
lated deaths since 2015 than 
if the world was on track to 
meet the 2020 targets.

the World Health organi-
sation (WHo) said in July 
that more than a third of the 
countries in the world said 
they were at risk of running 
out of life-saving AIDS drugs 
because of supply disruptions 
caused by the covid-19 crisis.

the WHo found that the 
failure of suppliers to de-
liver ArV drugs on time and 
a shut-down of land and air 
transport services, coupled 
with limited access to health 
services within countries as a 
result of the pandemic, were 
among the causes of the dis-
ruptions. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

FINANcIAL assistance for 23 tech-relat-
ed cooperation projects between Japa-
nese and Southeast Asian companies 
will be provided by the central govern-
ment, The Yomiuri Shimbun learned on 
tuesday.

the projects aim to address challenges 
such as agricultural productivity and 
medical quality faced by countries in 
Southeast Asia by utilising the private 
sector.

the move is also aimed at countering 
china’s rise in the tech sector in South-
east Asia.

the government will announce the 
plan before Prime Minister Yoshihide 
Suga visits Southeast Asia in his first dip-
lomatic trip as prime minister later this 
month.

Japan will provide a total of 500 million 
yen ($4.7 million) for the 23 projects in 
nine of the 10 ASeAN member states, in-
cluding cambodia and thailand.

For example, Sojitz corp, a major trad-
ing company, will provide pig farmers in 
Vietnam with an It-based production 
management system. they can adjust 
the amount of feed and manage health 
conditions by analysing the movement 
of pigs with a camera to improve prod-
uct quality.

In cambodia, toyota tsusho corp, an-
other major trading company, will team 
up with Grab, a company that operates 
car-hailing services throughout South-
east Asia, offering services combining 
sightseeing and various modes of trans-
portation, including buses and taxis.

In thailand, Hitachi Ltd will use ar-
tificial intelligence to analyse medical 
data at major local hospitals to improve 
medical services, such as personalised 
treatment and medication.

In Indonesia, Japanese and local auto 
parts makers will work together to en-
hance production efficiency.

Japan’s move comes amid china’s grow-
ing presence in the digital sector in South-
east Asia. Video sharing app tiktok and 
other chinese tech services are being 
widely used in each country in the region.

Japan aims to deepen cooperation with 
Southeast Asian countries in It-based 
businesses before chinese companies 
become more influential there.

Japan and ASeAN agreed at a meeting 
of economic ministers this spring to co-
operate on putting digital services into 
practical use in order to enhance the 
sustainability of economic activities in 
the face of the spread of the novel coro-
navirus infection. Japan already has sim-
ilar assistance projects ongoing in India.

the government hopes the assistance 
will help Japanese companies expand 
into new businesses in Southeast Asia 
and stimulate the creation of more digi-
tal services in Japan at the same time. THE 

YOMIURI SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Pandemic still 
threatens AIDS 
care in Indonesia

Japan to financially assist Se Asia projects

HcMc passes resolution on 
new ‘city within city’ tech hub

t
He Ho chi Minh city 
(HcMc) People’s 
council has passed a 
resolution to merge 

the Vietnamese city’s eastern 
districts of 2, 9 and thu Duc 
into one administrative unit to 
create an innovation hub ten-
tatively called thu Duc city.

Speaking at a People’s 
council meeting on Monday, 
Le thanh Liem, vice-chair-
man of the city People’s com-
mittee, said his government 
would complete the proposal 
for creating the new city with-
in a city for submission to the 
Ministry of Home Affairs by 
october 25.

If approved, the proposal 
would then be submitted to the 
Standing committee of the Na-
tional Assembly for approval.

earlier this month more 
than 80 per cent of more than 
411,000 residents of the three 
districts voted “yes” to the 
merger plan, according to lo-
cal authorities.

besides, people in thu Duc 

and District 9 almost unani-
mously agreed to the name 
thu Duc city, while 76 per 
cent did so in District 2.

Deputy Prime Minister 
truong Hoa binh recently 
told city authorities to seek 
advice from foreign experts 
and investors in the technol-
ogy, finance and property 
sectors about plans to create 
the new city.

the plan should conform 
to the overall urban plans for 
the city and the southeastern 
region, he said further.

to seek ideas for the new 
city, authorities last year 
launched a planning contest 
that was won by an entry by 
US architecture and design 
firm Sasaki Associates Inc, 
which proposed different 
zones, facilities and develop-
ment plans with all the ele-
ments needed for a smart city 
and innovation and other fea-
tures to support the growth of 
technology and other key in-
dustries.

According to the Ministry 
of construction, the plan to 
build a city within a city is 
“unprecedented” in the coun-
try and would require “exten-
sive study”.

the city has established a 
steering committee headed 
by People’s committee chair-
man Nguyen thanh Phong to 
develop a master plan for it.

the plan would include 
strategies for a knowledge-
based economy that pro-
motes investment in urban 
development and creating a 
skilled workforce.

the steering committee 
also plans to develop a cen-
tralised urban database with 
data on land use, transporta-
tion, canals, and other works 
in the three districts.

It will consult both the pub-
lic and official agencies, and 
solicit international invest-
ment.

thu Duc city would spread 
over 211sq km and house 
more than a million people.

the current thu Duc dis-
trict, which measures 48sq 
km, has a high concentration 
of educational institutions 
and research centres and four 
large universities with more 
than 100,000 students. 

the 50sq km District 2, 
which includes the thu thi-
em new urban area, will pro-
vide international exhibition 
and financial centres for the 
new urban area and the city 
as a whole.

the 114sq km District 9, 
which includes the Sai Gon 
Hi-tech Park, would be a hub 
for research and an incubator 
for innovative technologies.

the new city is expected to 
contribute 30 per cent of the 
city’s economic growth, and 
four-to-five per cent of the 
country’s.

HcMc currently accounts 
for 23 per cent of the nation’s 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
and 30 per cent of government 
revenues. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

The plan would merge the Vietnamese city’s eastern districts of 2, 9 and Thu Duc into one administrative unit. VIETNAMNET.VN

People with HIV 
should be 100 per cent 

disciplined in following 
health protocols
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Opinion

A 
NeW starting point and a 
more challenging environ-
ment have been driving chi-
na to adjust its economic 

growth pattern. the trade war the US 
launched against china more than two 
years ago and the covid-19 pandemic 
have had significant negative impacts 
on the chinese economy. Yet most of 
the objectives of the 13th Five-Year 
Plan (2016-2020) will likely be achieved 
by the end of this year except GDP 
growth and household income growth 
due to the pandemic shock.

china’s per capita GDP will likely 
reach $10,400 by the end of the year 
compared with $8,000 five years ago, 
which is significant because the 
number of people in the middle-in-
come group already exceed 400 mil-
lion. but despite the previous five-
year plan witnessing significant 
progress in poverty reduction and 
supply side structural reforms, china 
now faces more challenges, especial-
ly on the external front.

Challenges from domestic and global 
economies

the covid-19 pandemic has dragged 
the global economy into recession, 
squeezed macro policy room in most 
economies, and increased opposition 
to globalisation. Sino-US tensions 
have been escalating across the board, 
leading to stricter US tech restrictions 
on china, increasing “decoupling” 
pressure, and accelerated restructur-
ing of supply chains.

Domestically, aging demographics, 
a lower savings rate, elevated macro 
leverage, technology bottlenecks, and 
low efficiency in some areas remain 
key headwinds for china’s long-term 
growth.

Given these facts, what can be 
expected from the new 14th Five-
Year Plan (2021-2025)?

compared with the 6.5 per cent 
above average annual growth target 
set in the 13th Five-Year Plan, we (at 
UbS Group) expect the chinese gov-
ernment to either not set an explicit 
growth target or set a lower and more 
flexible (for example, about five per 
cent) growth target in the new five-
year plan. And in spite of an expected 
sharp rebound in 2021, we see chi-
na’s growth averaging five per cent in 
the next five years.

the 14th Five-Year Plan is likely to 
put emphasis on fostering structural 
changes domestically and improve 
the quality of growth along the lines 
highlighted by the recent “dual circu-
lation” development pattern put for-
ward by the country’s leadership.

Ambitious urbanisation
this means the 14th Five-Year Plan 

could set ambitious targets for the 
urbanisation rate (likely another five 
percentage point increase in urban 
hukou, or household registration), 
new urban employment growth (pos-
sibly another 50 million from 2021 to 
2025), increase in shares of consump-
tion and services, improvement in 
social safety net, and higher educa-
tion and research and development 
spending. Also, the next five-year plan 
may continue emphasising environ-
mental protection and risk controls 
on the financial and property sectors.

the new five-year plan is expected 
to follow the theme of “dual circula-
tion”, which is centred on the domes-
tic economy (or “internal circula-
tion”) and aimed at integrating the 

domestic economy with the global 
economy (or “external circulation”) 
to develop new advantages for china 
in global competition, with new 
emphasis on fostering urbanisation 
(mainly in developing metropolitan 
areas and city clusters and easing 
hukou restrictions), continued infra-
structure investment, measures to 
support employment in small and 
medium-sized enterprises and 
improve the social safety net, and 
hence, consumption.

It would also require further deep-
ening of supply side structural 
reforms, in order to help reshape 
domestic supply of goods and servic-
es to meet domestic demand, as well 
as to improve productivity and sus-
tainability. In particular, a higher 
hukou urbanisation rate target and 

further easing of hukou restrictions 
mean an increase of more than 80 
million urban hukou holders in the 
2021-2025 period.

As for the ongoing land reform, it 
could lead to more rural land enter-
ing the market directly and accelerat-
ed development of the land exchange 
market. And further State-owned 
enterprises reform may focus on 
more mixed-ownership reform, 
divesting of some State capital from 
competitive sectors, and increasing 
competition.

besides, as a key part of the “dual cir-
culation” strategy, we are convinced 
china will further open up its economy 
during the next five years. Indeed, chi-
na has further opened up to the out-

side world in recent years, including 
implementing a new Foreign Invest-
ment Law, further shortening the “neg-
ative list”, removing foreign ownership 
caps on financial institutions, abolish-
ing quota restrictions of Qualified For-
eign Institutional Investors and ren-
minbi-denominated Qualified Foreign 
Institutional Investors, and imple-
menting stock and bond connect pro-
grammes, so as to level the playing 
field for foreign investors.

Further opening-up
Looking ahead, we expect china to 

continue opening up the domestic 
markets for foreign investors in most 
sectors, further shorten the negative 
list, and lower the import tariffs and 
non-tariff barriers. these measures, 
along with china’s large and rapidly 

growing market, and decent yield 
spreads, should help attract more 
foreign direct investment and portfo-
lio investment in the coming years.

More importantly, china will likely 
continue to be the leading engine of 
global consumption growth in the 
next five years with an expanding 
middle-income group, as its total 
consumption is expected to reach 
$12 trillion in 2025, almost $4 trillion 
more than the estimated 2020 figure.

Also, consumption upgrading will 
likely continue toward more services, 
better quality, more health-related 
spending, more experience and self-im-
provement, and more online shopping.

china is likely to target its r&D 
share in GDP from 2.5 per cent in 
2020 ($350-400 billion) to about three 
per cent in 2025 ($600-650 billion), 
and further increase spending on 
education and vocational training.

In light of the decoupling pressure 
and from tech restrictions by the US, 
china may allocate more resources to 
fundamental research, frontier 
research and tech bottleneck areas 
(for instance, chips and semiconduc-
tors, software, precision machinery, 
fine chemicals, advanced robotics, 
new materials), better protect intel-
lectual property rights, and offer more 
market incentives to researchers.

In addition, china’s significant talent 
pool (about eight million college grad-
uates per year, of which about four mil-
lion are majors in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics), large 
market size and a relaxed regulatory 
environment should help underpin 
tech progress and accelerate the appli-
cation of r&D outcome.

We expect the government to further 
support digitalisation and related 
implications in the next five-year plan. 
china’s online sales penetration may 
rise further from an already high ratio 
of 21 per cent in 2019 and 25 per cent 
year-to-date, while online provision of 
other services including remote work-
ing, education, healthcare and finan-
cial services will also grow rapidly.

‘New infrastructure’
the government is also likely to help 

facilitate chinese corporations to 
transform their business model with 
more digital services by increasing the 
provision of “new infrastructure” (that 
is, data centres, 5G networks, artificial 
intelligence and internet of things).

And although the annual invest-
ment of officially defined “new infra-
structure” is still small (about one 
trillion yuan or $148 billion), we 
expect related investment to grow 
more rapidly than the “old infrastruc-
ture” in the next five years. CHINA DAILY/

ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Zhang Ning is a senior China economist, and 
Wang Tao is chief China economist and head of 
Asia Economics at UBS.

opinion
Zhang Ning and Wang Tao

What to expect from China’s next?

The government is likely to help facilitate Chinese corporations to transform their business 
model with more digital services by increasing the provision of ‘new infrastructure’. XINHUA

we expect the government to 
further support digitalisation 

and related implications in 
the next five-year plan
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Lifestyle
contemporary artist takes a hard 
look at cambodia’s troubled past
Hun Sopheara

I
N the darkness of the for-
est, blurred barefoot stu-
dents dressed in school 
uniforms attempt to 

chase – or escape, depending 
on one’s perspective – burning 
books resembling fireballs.

this is the scene set in one 
of Pay bunarath’s creative 
photographs displayed in his 
“recollection” exhibition at 
tortim, a contemporary art 
gallery established by four 
young cambodians to show-
case local emerging artists.

Aiming to recall the history 
before and during the Khmer 
rouge era (1970-1979), “recol-
lection” presents two series of 
performance photos by glob-
ally renowned classical dance 
and music company Sophiline 
Art ensemble and bunarath, an 
emerging photographer. 

the exhibition depicts 
symbolic scenes of religious 
building bombings, destroyed 
schools, forced marriages, 
sexual violence, and crimes 
against humanity committed 
by the Khmer rouge.

Six of the photos are from 
bunarath, a 2018 graduate of 
Sa Sa Art Project’s contempo-
rary and documentary pho-
tography class. 

His graduation exhibition 
was called “Passion in Liberated 
Zone (1970-1974)” and showed 
his knack for artistically visual-
ising cambodian history.

“Some students produced 
photos about climate change, 
development and daily life 

documentaries. I decided to 
produce documentary photos 
called “Passion in Liberated 
Zone”, which led me to my cur-
rent project,” bunarath says.

because there are not many 
research documents or works 
of art portraying this area, I 
decided to choose this unique 
topic in order to make the au-
diences learn about it.”
 
Honing his craft

bunarath grew up in bat-
tambang province, where his 
divorced parents struggled to 
make ends meet.

When the 31-year-old pho-
tographer started researching 
and creating artistic photo-
graphs about cambodian his-
tory, his family was surprised.

“Since I was young, there was 
one camera in my house and I 
always played and tinkered 
with it. When I grew up, I didn’t 
have my own childhood pho-
tos and that made me want to 
be a photographer,” he said. 

When he moved to Phnom 
Penh in 2014, he dove into the 
photography scene.

“In 2014 I started studying 
by myself and asked for help 
from senior photographers. 
then I had a dream of mak-
ing my own artwork which I 
could show to the public and 
I started learning more,” bu-
narath says.

“I put forth my best effort 
these last few years. During 
my first year, I used to think 
that I would give up on it but 
when I saw beautiful pictures 
on social media, it gave me 

the motivation to continue 
sharpening my skills.” 

bunarath considers fel-
low photographer thomas 
tham an inspiration. tham is 
known for his dramatic, pow-
erful and emotional portraits 
of children. He says tham’s 
work helped him realise that 
true photography is not about 
having a good camera and 
taking beautiful pictures.

“It has to be aesthetic and 
meaningful. It requires study, 
practice, training and re-
search,” he says.

Avant-garde art
to achieve the unique look 

in his stylised photographs, 
bunarath recruited Srey Diro  
as a model.

In one of the photos, Diro 
holds burning papers in one 
hand and an engulfed bunch 
of incense sticks in the other 
against a gloomy dark back-
ground.

Another photo depicts mul-
tiple exposures of Diro in a 
single frame. He hides in a 
hut filled with anxiety and 
fear. He covers his ears and 
face with a book. He peeks 
through the window to see 
what looks like a bomber.

“Some people who have seen 
my artwork literally think they 
look like ghost stories. oth-
ers managed to get the hidden 
meaning behind them, while 
some asked me to explain what 
message I wanted to convey 
through my artwork.” 

bunarath says people may 
not realise how much time 
and effort it takes to create his  
contemporary staged photo-
graphs.

“A project like this might take 
around a year to finish, but I 
tried so hard to produce it with-
in six months,” he says. 

He divided the project into 
four steps – organising and 
planning, researching, shoot-
ing in the field, and retouch-
ing and editing photos to 
make them more attractive.

the research part was chal-
lenging as he had to find people 
willing to talk to him about life 
during the Khmer republic. 

the information he col-
lected was complemented by 
documents from the bophana 
Audiovisual resource centre.  

“I was struggling to manage 
time since I was working [a regu-

lar job] and producing this proj-
ect at the same time,” he says.

bunarath currently works 
as a freelance photographer 
and has a job in It and design 
at a private company.

“All the photos were pro-
duced in the forest, and 
sometimes the lighting wasn’t 
good. I was trying so hard to 
finish it on time.” 

Among all the photos, his 
favourite one is a photo show-
ing how people struggled to 
receive education during the 
Khmer republic. the photo 
depicts students interacting 
with burning books flying 
through the air in the forest. 
It was chosen to represent his 

“recollection” exhibition.
Although it took a great 

amount of time and effort to 
create his exhibition, bunarath 
says it was satisfying to pursue 
a hobby he is passionate about. 
He never expected to earn 
money from his photographs.

“I didn’t expect to sell them. 
If there are people interested in 
purchasing my artwork, I’d sell 
them under a few conditions.” 

the “recollection” exhibition 
opened September 12 and will 
run until January 12 next year.

tortim contemporary art 
gallery is located at 181, Street 
426, tuol tompoung II com-
mune, Phnom Penh. For ques-
tions, contact 070 564 405. 

Bunarath uses multiple exposures to create striking imagery in his photographs. supplied

Srey Diro (right) is featured in Bunarath’s photos. supplied

Bunarath’s ‘Recollection’ exhibit explores a dark time in Cambodia’s history. hean Rangsey



The 22m-tall statue of Saint Death attracts hundreds of worshippers on the first day of each month. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 apology preceder
  6 “Leave It to Beaver” smooth-

talker
 11 Understand, in hippie lingo
 14 Narcotic from poppies
 15 Dreamy and unaware
 16 Elegiac poem
 17 Lush tropical area
 19 Zero, in soccer
 20 airport info, informally
 21 They’re often asked to look
 22 affirmative action
 23 fortified dessert wine
 27 false identities
 29 Jackie’s “O”
 30 Gunky stuff
 32 Dull as dishwater
 33 Japanese currency
 34 Lilies with bell-shaped flowers
 36 Ladies’ men
 39 “The King and I” heroine
 41 Cone-hatted one
 43 “Silent Night,” for one
 44 Severely inclined
 46 Having regrets
 48 Eggs, in bio labs

 49 acting part
 51 Roman robe
 52 Boy doll
 53 Cool cat’s quality
 56 Group with no members, in math
 58 Nabokov heroine
 59 Suit’s bottom or top
 60 Myrna of old Hollywood
 61 Knight’s honorific
 62 What some lotto winners do
 68 It may cook your goose
 69 Kind of bath salts
 70 princess’ headgear
 71 Home for a hog
 72 actions, for a Scout
 73 Nail cousin
DOWN
  1 Olympus figure
  2 “The Murders in the Rue Morgue” 

beast
  3 Bygone auto ornament
  4 Large-headed match
  5 Ipecac and others
  6 australian flightless bird
  7 Syndicate head
  8 Received ideas
  9 away from the water

 10 Blight on the landscape
 11 Brawls
 12 “Eat crow” or “talk turkey”
 13 Neuters, as a horse
 18 Jolted
 23 Noted pyramid builders
 24 “You ___ the only one!”
 25 Hosted event
 26 predict, as from omens
 28 Indian flat bread
 31 pastry with a hole, informally
 35 Twig used in grafting
 37 flood embankment
 38 What italicized letters do
 40 ages and ages and ages (var.)
 42 Totally swamp
 45 Begged
 47 Big, awkward klutzes
 50 parole alternative
 53 Some door fasteners
 54 Word said with a head slap
 55 fool’s lack
 57 Word in a song
 63 atlantic catch
 64 Bad ___ (German spa)
 65 Honey holder
 66 Metal-in-the-rough
 67 Swerve, as a ship

“D GRADES” 

Wednesday’s solution

Wednesday’s solution

Some have tattoos of ‘Santa Muerte’ on their neck or chest and indoctrinate their children. afp

As virus rages, Mexicans 
pray to death ‘saint’
t

HeIr arms raised 
towards the sky, wor-
shippers of Mexico’s 
“saint” of death pray 

before a giant cloaked skel-
eton asking for protection 
from the coronavirus and its 
devastating economic fallout.

the Grim reaper-like figure, 
whose devotees include drug 
cartel members as well as ordi-
nary Mexicans, has been 
rejected by the roman catho-
lic church as blasphemous.

but with tens of thousands 
of Mexican lives lost to covid-
19, there is no shortage of fol-
lowers of “Santa Muerte.”

“With the pandemic, more 
devotees want to come to ask 
for health and protection,” 
said 30-year-old cristel Legar-
ia, whose late mother erected 
the 22m fiberglass statue in 
tultitlan near the capital.

Wearing a golden robe, the 
skeleton stands with its bony 
arms spread out against the 
blue sky, like a statue of Jesus.

Historians trace Santa Muerte 
back to the 18th century, when 
indigenous people turned 
images of the Grim reaper 
brought by Spanish conquista-
dores into an icon, prompting 
the church to destroy chapels 
devoted to the folk saint.

After many decades under-
ground, the practise emerged 
from the shadows in the mid-20-
th century, particularly in the 
capital, as Mexicans arrived from 
the impoverished countryside.

‘Always there’
the number of followers grew 

in 2001, when a woman named 

enriqueta “Dona Queta” rome-
ro displayed her Santa Muerte 
figure in Mexico city’s rough 
neighborhood of tepito.

Hundreds now visit the shrine 
on the first day of each month 
to worship Santa Muerte.

“I came to thank her for eve-
rything that she’s given us this 
year, which has not been easy 
due to the pandemic,” said 
34-year-old stylist Suri Salas, 
returning for the first time 
after months of confinement.

“Fortunately, she’s always there 
to support us,” said Salas.

the faithful – some shuffling 
on their knees – arrived with 
effigies of Santa Muerte, while 
others offered flowers, sweets 
and liquor. 

Few wore face masks and 
social distancing was almost 
impossible. the aroma of mar-
ijuana filled the street, where 
street vendors hawked Santa 
Muerte statues and candles. 

“Since the pandemic began 
I’ve never closed,” said rome-
ro, who welcomes visitors from 
as far afield as the US and 
europe after word of the saint 
of death spread.

Some have tattoos of Santa 
Muerte on their neck or chest 
and indoctrinate their children.

“She helps you when you’re 
on the razor’s edge, facing inse-
curity, economic troubles or – 
like now – health problems,” 
said Alfonso Hernandez, a 
journalist and official chroni-
cler in crime-plagued tepito.

Heresy to Church
the worship of  Santa Muerte 

is “an adaptation of a harsh 

world,” but heresy for the 
catholic church, said bernar-
do barranco, a sociologist who 
specializes in religions.

“It’s not a religion. It’s a cult. You 
can be catholic or evangelical 
and be a follower,” he said.

Some devotees are also 
believers in the Virgin of Guad-
alupe, patron saint of Mexico, 
the world’s second-biggest 
catholic country.

In 2016, during a visit to 
Mexico, Pope Francis alluded 
to the veneration of Santa 
Muerte when he said he was 
concerned about people who 
worship “macabre symbols.”

but that does not seem to 
bother rodrigo oliva, who 
travels 70km from the capital 
to tultitlan, where face masks, 
temperature checks and social 
distancing are compulsory.

the 28-year-old photographer 
follows the Afro-cuban religion 
Palo Monte, but his temple 
closed due to the epidemic so he 
prays to Santa Muerte.

With covid-19 “there are 
more people who have taken 
an interest in a cult,” he said.

“We pray to her so she pro-
tects us, but that does not 
make us immune,” he added.

With around 84,000 deaths, 
Mexico has the world’s fourth-
highest coronavirus toll, and 
many have lost a relative, 
friend or neighbor.

“the only thing I ask of my 
saint is to give me strength, 
health and harmony. Nothing 
else matters if you don’t have 
good health,” said 23-year-old 
shoeshiner Jonathan Flores. 
afp



Argentina’s Joaquin Correa celebrates with Lionel Messi (top) after scoring against Bolivia in the World Cup qualifier. afp
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rUGbY Australia chairman 
Hamish McLennan delivered a 
broadside against his New Zea-
land counterparts tuesday after 
a “wondrously ironic” 16-16 test 
draw undercut assertions that 
Australian teams don’t deserve 
equal billing in a revamped Su-
per rugby competition.

McLennan claimed vindi-
cation after the Wallabies’ 
much-improved display in 
Wellington on Sunday – when 
they were inches from victory 
as reece Hodge’s post-siren 
penalty hit the upright.

“All year we’ve been told that 
we can’t compete, and we don’t 
have the player strength, so a 
16-16 draw was wondrously 
ironic,” he told Stuff.co.nz.

rugby’s governing bodies in 
New Zealand and Australia have 
been locked in arguments over 
the future of Super rugby and 
the format of this year’s test-
level rugby championship.

cash-strapped Australia has 
accused New Zealand – which 
has the larger market and the 
stronger teams – of arrogance 
after Kiwi officials said up to 
three Australian sides should 
be left out of a trans-tasman 
Super rugby competition.

McLennan earlier said that 
the relationship between ad-
ministrators either side of the 
tasman was at the “lowest 

ebb it’s ever been”.
New Zealand, Australia and 

South Africa all organised do-
mestic versions of Super rug-
by this year after the southern 
hemisphere tournament was 
halted by the coronavirus 
pandemic.

but South Africa is now hop-
ing to put four of its teams 
into europe’s Pro14 after New 
Zealand unveiled a proposal 
ditching South African sides 
and Argentina’s Jaguares.

rugby Australia insisted all 
five of its teams must be includ-
ed, rather than the two to four 
proposed by New Zealand.

As it stands, New Zealand 
and Australia are set to contin-
ue to operate separate domes-
tic Super rugby competitions 
in 2021, although plans remain 
fluid in such uncertain times.

McLennan said a Kiwi pro-
posal to include unproven 
teams from Hong Kong, Hawaii 
and an Auckland-based Pacific 
team was questionable. 

“We were instructed that 
New Zealand wanted to cre-
ate a world-class competi-
tion, and so three new teams 
go forward – that makes a 
mockery of the original prem-
ise,” McLennan said.

“How could you compare 
those teams to the brumbies 
or the reds?” afp

rugby Australia boss 
takes shots at kiwis 
after ‘ironic’ test draw

Argentina barely squeezes 
past bolivia in a 2-1 victory
J

oAQUIN correa scored 
the winner 11 minutes 
from time as Argentina 
laboured to a 2-1 victory 

over bolivia in a World cup 
qualifier in La Paz on tuesday.

It was a second narrow vic-
tory in a row for Lionel Scalo-
ni’s team following thursday’s 
1-0 win over ecuador.

Marcelo Moreno Martins 
had given hosts bolivia a de-
served lead but Argentina 
scored a fortuitous equaliser 
through Lautaro Martinez.

elsewhere, ecuador 
bounced back from their loss 
in Argentina to stun Uruguay 
4-2 in Quito.

bolivia should have been 
ahead on six minutes when 
Argentina goalkeeper Franco 
Armani was caught off his 
line but Moreno Martins sent 
his header from an angle onto 
the roof of the net.

Moreno Martins made 

amends on 24 minutes as 
he rose between Argentina’s 
center-backs to power home 
a header from eight yards af-
ter Alejandro chumacero was 
allowed to run from halfway 
into the visitors’ box before 
crossing from the left.

While the estadio Hernando 
Siles was empty due to coro-
navirus restrictions, some 
fans standing on a nearby 
roof overlooking the ground 
celebrated enthusiastically.

Argentina came to life just 
before the break as an oth-
erwise subdued Lionel Messi 
had a shot deflected just wide 
and from the resulting corner, 
Leandro Paredes crashed a 
shot off the post.

but in the final minute of 
the half, Argentina were level.

Jose carrasco tried to clear 
the ball out of his six yard box 
after cutting out Martinez’s 
cross, but he shanked the ball 

off the forward’s shin and past 
goalkeeper carlos Lampe.

Messi was wasteful with a 
free-kick from 20 yards just 
past the hour mark as he fired 
it straight into the wall.

His pass 15 minutes from 
the end released Martinez 
in the box only for Lampe 
to brilliantly save his fierce 
right-foot drive.

the reprieve was brief as 
Messi and Martinez com-
bined to tee up correa to 
thrash home the winner.

ecuador totally dominated 
Uruguay and took the lead on 
15 minutes as Moises caicedo 
headed home an Angel Mena 
corner from close range.

they had a second goal by 
Michael estrada ruled out by 
a VAr review for a handball 
against enner Valencia.

but estrada got his goal 
on the stroke of half-time, 
rifling home from inside the 

box after a mistake by vet-
eran Uruguay center-back 
Diego Godin.

Uruguay thought they had 
a goal back three minutes 
into the second half but it was 
disallowed for a handball by 
Darwin Nunez.

And after a lengthy VAr 
check, ecuador went straight 
up the other end where estra-
da cracked home Valencia’s 
backheel from 20 yards. 

ecuador’s final goal was a 
work of art as Alan Franco’s 
reverse pass bemused Uru-
guay’s defence and Gonzalo 
Plata rolled his foot over the 
ball to commit both sliding 
defender ronald Araujo and 
goalkeeper Martin campana 
before stroking the ball into 
the far corner.

Luis Suarez scored his re-
cord-extending 61st and 62nd 
goals for Uruguay with a pair 
of late penalties. afp

A much-anticipated Test match between the All Blacks and Wallabies 
ended in a 16-16 draw.  afp

Sagan goes it alone to win covid-hit Giro 10th stage
Peter Sagan soloed to victory 
in the Giro d’Italia’s 10th stage 
on tuesday after two teams, 
Mitchelton and Jumbo-Visma, 
were forced to pull out before 
the stage because of positive 
covid-19 tests.

Sagan, riding for bora, ended 
his winless drought going back 
to the 2019 tour de France, as 
Portugal’s Joao Almeida kept 
the leader’s pink jersey in the 
race scheduled to finish in 
Milan on october 25.

“I won with my style, putting 
on a show!” said 30-year-old 
Sagan.

“We were in the breakaway 
all day, I had good legs, and 
went solo on the uphill before 
descending with care in the 
downhill and then full gas in 
the final kilometres.”

Mitchelton pulled out before 
the start of the 177km stage 
because of four positive tests, 
and Jumbo followed after 
Dutch contender Steven Kru-
ijswijk tested positive.

Kruijswijk, who finished 
third in the 2019 tour de 
France, returned a positive test 
along with Sunweb’s Austral-
ian Michael Matthews.

“We are trying to keep the 
situation under control,” said 
Giro race director Mauro Vegni.

“this morning, all the teams 
that have had positive cases 
have undergone new quick tests 

and we will do the same the day 
after tomorrow. So far we have 
done almost 1,500 tests and it is 
impossible to do more.”

Sagan, one of the most suc-
cessful riders in the peloton 
with three world titles, 
achieved his first success in 
the Giro, to complete his set of  
stage wins on the three big 
tours – France, Italy, Spain.

the Slovak attacked several 
times in the mountainous last 
60km, finally breaking clear 
uphill 12km from the finish line 
to cross alone 19sec ahead of 
American brandon McNulty 
with Almeida third at 23sec.

Danish Jakob Fuglsang was 
the day’s biggest loser after 
suffering a puncture 10km 
from the finish and losing a 
minute on his rivals.

the peloton was reduced to 
145 riders from the 176 who 
started the race in Sicily on 
october 3.

the Mitchelton team said they 
had been notified of four positive 
results for “staff members” after 
tests conducted on Sunday.

“Upon receiving the results, 
Mitchelton-Scott immediately 
withdrew its team from the 
race and will focus on the 
health of its riders and staff and 
their safe movement to areas of 
quarantine,” the team said.

Mitchelton general manager 
brent copeland added: “As a 

social responsibility to our rid-
ers and staff, the peloton and 
the race organisation we have 
made the clear decision to with-
draw from the Giro Alitalia.”

copeland said those who 
tested positive “remain asymp-
tomatic or with mild symp-
toms” and would  undergo a 
period of quarantine.

Mitchelton had already been 
hit by Saturday’s withdrawal of 
briton Simon Yates, their lead 
rider, who became the first 
rider to test positive for covid-
19 at a Grand tour.

Yates, who was 21st in the 
standings ahead of Saturday’s 
stage with overall victory still 
potentially within his grasp, 
tested positive for coronavi-
rus after developing a mild 
fever on Friday.

the announcement of Jum-
bo’s complete withdrawal fol-
lowed was another blow for 
Kruijswijk, a top-five finisher 
in all three Grand tours who 
missed this year’s tour de 

France with a knee injury.
“Within the team we take a 

lot of measures to avoid con-
tamination,” said the 33-year-
old Dutchman, who showed 
no virus symptoms.

‘I just feel fit’ 
“I just feel fit. I can’t believe 

I got it. It is a very big disap-
pointment to get this news. It 
is a pity that I have to leave the 
Giro this way.”

And team Sunweb added 
that the now-quarantined 
Matthews was  “asymptomat-
ic, feels healthy”.

the positive tests throw 
into doubt the future of the 
three-week Giro, which now 
has 21 teams, with nearly two 
weeks to run.

Although tour de France 
director christian Prudhomme  
and four staff members from 
four different teams tested 
positive, last month’s Grande 
boucle finished without any 
riders failing tests. afp

Peter Sagan soloed to victory in the Giro d’Italia’s 10th stage on Tuesday 
after two teams were forced to pull out because of Covid-19 tests. afp
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NeYMAr scored a hat-trick 
to become the second high-
est scorer in brazil’s his-
tory as the copa America 
champions won 4-2 away to 
10-man Peru in a World cup 
qualifier on tuesday.

the goals took Neymar to 64 
international strikes, two more 
than ronaldo but still well be-
hind Pele’s record of 77.

elsewhere, Joaquin correa 
scored the winner 11 min-
utes from time as Argentina 
labored to a 2-1 victory over 
bolivia to maintain their 100 
per cent record after two 
matches.

Peru twice took the lead 
through Andre carrillo and a 
heavily deflected strike from 
renato tapia, but two contro-
versial Neymar penalties, an 
injury time third and a close 
range strike from richarlison 
maintained the Selecao’s win-
ning start to qualifying for 
Qatar 2022.

carrillo opened the scoring 
on six minutes with a dipping 
volley from 20 yards after 
latching onto Marquinhos’s 
weak clearance.

Peru Goalkeeper Pedro Gallese 
then denied Firmino from point 

blank range after he seemed 
certain to tap home from rich-
arlison’s cushioned header.

brazil dominated the ball 
but Peru’s pacey forwards 
looked dangerous on the 
counter-attack and visiting 
goalkeeper Weverton had to 
be alert to keep out a shot 
from christofer Gonzales.

but Neymar sent Gallese the 
wrong way from the spot after 
Yoshimar Yotun was penalised 
for tugging his shirt in the box.

out of nowhere, tapia’s 
speculative long-range strike 
took a wicked deflection off 

rodrigo caio and wrong-foot-
ed Weverton on 59 minutes.

the lead lasted only a few min-
utes before richarlison touched 
a Firmino header from a corner 
over the line to restore parity.

the winner came seven min-
utes from time as carlos Zam-
brano was harshly adjudged to 
have fouled Neymar.

Worse was still to come for 
Zambrano as he was sent off 
minutes later for a stray elbow 
that caught richarlison

Neymar drilled home the 
penalty to put thr final nail in 
Peru’s coffin. AFP

Neymar scores hat-trick to 
fire brazil past 10-man Peru 

braves survive 
Dodgers scare, 
rays roll over 
winless Astros 

A
tLANtA first base-
man Freddie Free-
man belted a two-
run home run in the 

fourth inning as the braves built 
a big lead then held off the Los 
Angeles Dodgers 8-7 in base-
ball’s National League champi-
onship Series.

the victory in Arlington, 
texas, on tuesday gave the 
braves a 2-0 lead in the best-
of-seven series.

“this is a good ballclub we’re 
playing, and they’re explosive, 
as we saw,” braves manager 
brian Snitker said. “I didn’t feel 
good with a big lead because 
these guys are too powerful. 

“that is a good ballgame to 
win. they all are now.”

the winner of the series will 
take on either the tampa bay 
rays or Houston Astros in the 
World Series.

In the ALcS contest, Joey 
Wendle and Hunter renfroe 
each drove in two runs in the 
sixth inning as the rays moved 
within one win of their second 
World Series appearance with 
a 5-2 victory over Houston.

the braves, trying to return 

to the World Series for the first 
time since 1999, took charge 
early against a Dodgers team 
that endured a big blow with 
the late scratch of expected 
starting pitcher clayton Ker-
shaw with back spasms.

His replacement, tony Gon-
solin, got off to a solid start, 
retiring the first nine batters 
he faced.

but he gave up a walk to ron-
ald Acuna to open the fourth 
and Freeman followed with a 
homer to the right field stands 
off a slider from the rookie.

Freeman added a run-
scoring single in the braves’ 
four-run fifth inning and 
the braves were up 7-0 be-
fore corey Seager smacked a 
three-run home run with one 
out in the bottom of the sev-
enth inning for the Dodgers.

It still looked like ozzie Al-
bies’s home run in the top of 
the ninth was just window 
dressing for the braves, giving 
them an 8-3 lead.

but the Dodgers added some 
drama in the ninth, when Max 
Muncy hit a two-run homer off 
braves reliever Josh tomlin.

cody bellinger then deliv-
ered a run-scoring triple off 
closing pitcher Mark Melan-
con, who was able to induce a 
ground out from Justin turner 
to seal the win.

“this team has a lot of fight 
and we’ve done it all year,” 
said Dodgers Seager. “We 
were one swing, one anything 
away from tying that ballgame 
and going into extras. this is a 
long series and we are looking 
(forward) to the challenge.”

braves starting pitcher Ian 
Anderson stretched his per-

sonal post-season scoreless 
streak to 15 2/3 innings, strik-
ing out five and surrendering 
five walks over four innings.

Five Atlanta relievers com-
bined to notch the final 15 outs.

“the coaching staff does 
such a good job of keeping 
you in the moment and giving 
you the information you need 
at that time. then it’s up to ex-
ecuting. We had a good game 
plan, and in the playoffs you 
have to keep your opponent 
from scoring and we were able 
to do that,” Anderson said.

In San Diego, renfroe and 
Kevin Kiermaier each made 
a pair of sterling defensive 
plays for the rays, who seized 
a 3-0 lead in the best-of-seven 
AL championship Series.

Rays eye World Series
randy Arozarena had a 

double and two singles to 
become the first rookie with 
four three-hit performances 
in a single playoff season. 

the top seeded rays can 
book a berth to the World 
Series for the first time since 

2008 with a win over Houston 
in game four on Wednesday.

“We have a good chance. 
We will have a good show,” 
said renfroe.

renfroe made a clutch slid-
ing catch in right field to end 
the seventh inning and an-
other for the second out in 
the eighth, the latter with the 
bases loaded and one out.

“I knew I had a good chance 
to catch it. I got a good jump on 
it,” he said. “If I didn’t catch it I 
was going to block it any way 
possible.” AFP

Atlanta first baseman Freddie Freeman belted a two-run home run in the fourth inning as the Braves built a big lead. Getty ImAGes/AFP

ronaldo positive for covid-19
crIStIANo ronaldo has 
tested positive for coronavi-
rus, the Portuguese football 
federation announced on 
tuesday.

ronaldo “is asymptomatic” 
and “will not play against Swe-
den” in Wednesday’s Nations 
League match, the federation 
said on its website.

the 35-year-old Juventus 
forward, who has been voted 
the world’s top player five 
times, played in Portugal’s 

goalless Nations League draw 
against France on Sunday.

ronaldo has scored 101 goals 
for Portugal and will be a huge 
absence for his team against 
Sweden as they aim to hold on 
to top spot in their group.

the test result also means 
ronaldo is a doubt for Juven-
tus’ champions League group 
match with barcelona on 
october 28, which was set to 
pit ronaldo against his old 
rival Lionel Messi.

ronaldo, who has also 
starred for Manchester United 
and real Madrid, is the high-
est-profile footballer to test 
positive for covid-19, which 
has killed over a million people 
since the start of the pandem-
ic earlier this year.

brazil forward Neymar, his 
Paris Saint-Germain teammate 
Kylian Mbappe and Ac Milan 
striker Zlatan Ibrahimovic have 
also tested positive for the virus 
in recent weeks. AFP

Neymar’s hat-trick against Peru makes him the second highest goal 
scorer in Brazil’s history.  AFPPortugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo gives a thumbs up from his quarantine balcony. AFP
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