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T
HOUSANDS of stu-
dents in Battambang 
province missed 
school while over 

1,000 prisoners in Banteay 
Meanchey province were evac-
uated because of rain-induced 
floods in the past few days. 

Yi Songky, director of the 

provincial Department of 
Education, Youth and Sport, 
said floods affected 316 
schools in Battambang. Over 
200 schools were suspended 
temporarily after floodwaters 
rose to a level that did not al-
low students to attend class. 

“Through my estimation, 
thousands of students are 
not able to study. The most 
affected schools are pri-

mary schools because they 
are located in villages. High 
schools are also affected but 
not as much because they 
are located in towns. 

“If there is no more rain-
fall, water in our schools will 
recede quickly and our stu-
dents will be able to return 
quickly,” said Songky. 

Ministry spokesman Ros 
Soveacha told The Post on 

Tuesday that a minority of 
schools in provinces were 
flooded and closed temporar-
ily. He said the ministry is fo-
cused on maintaining safety. 

“The ministry works in 
collaboration with local au-
thorities to prepare materials 
needed to rescue students 
in an actual situation. We 
ask students and teachers to 
increase awareness in this 

rainy season,” he said. 
The National Committee 

for Disaster Management 
(NCDM) reported that schools 
in Battambang were affected 
the most, while other prov-
inces were inconvenienced 
slightly, including Banteay 
Meanchey, Takeo, Stung Treng, 
Pailin and Siem Reap. 

Inmates evacuated, schools 
closed as flooding takes toll   
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Air quality monitoring vehicle debuts
Orm Bunthoeurn

MINISTER of Environment 
Say Sam Al said efforts to 
make Phnom Penh a sustain-
able smart city means tackling 
air pollution and other envi-
ronmental issues. 

Sam Al made the remarks at a 
ceremony to launch the city’s 
first air quality monitoring vehi-
cle at the ministry on Tuesday.

The vehicle, named “Vish-
nu”, or “protector”, is the first 
to track air quality. 

“To turn the capital into a 
sustainable smart city, we 
must improve the environ-
ment and we want to know 
which places in Phnom Penh 
have good air or bad air, so 
we’ve installed air quality 
monitoring equipment.

“Phnom Penh is the same as 
Sihanoukville, which now has 
less air pollution because 
there is less construction,” 
Sam Al said.

Chea Sina, director-general 
of the ministry’s General 
Directorate of Environment 
Protection (GDEP), said the 
air quality monitoring vehicle 
is the first such vehicle of its 
kind in the country. 

It can monitor 16 various air 
quality parametres and allows 
the ministry to monitor and 
collect air quality data that can 
be shared with the public.

Sina said through coopera-
tion between the ministry and 

China’s Ministry of Ecology and 
Environment (MEP), Cambo-
dia will build 10 air quality 
monitoring stations by the end 
of this year to forecast air qual-
ity in the country accurately.

He said the air quality prob-
lem is already closely moni-

tored, especially particles of 
air smaller than 2.5 microns, 
called PM2.5.

“Responding to concerns, the 
GDEP has established preven-
tive measures to reduce air pol-
lution. We have 49 automatic air 
quality monitoring machines to 

install – 11 in Phnom Penh, 28 
in the provinces and will install 
10 more,” he said.

An environment ministry’s 
air quality report shows air 
quality has drastically 
declined and the existence of 
small harmful particles has 

risen to a level that poses a 
risk to human health.

In a January statement, the 
ministry said the main causes 
of an increase in those particles 
include industrial and vehicle 
emissions, wildfires, waste fires 
and construction sites.

environment minister say sam al inspects the ‘Vishnu’ air-quality monitoring van at the environment ministry on tuesday. HENG CHIVOAN

EU set to 
get WTO 
nod for  
US tariffs
ONE year after sanctioning the 
EU for its support of Airbus, the 
World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) was expected on Tuesday 
to let the bloc impose sanctions 
on the US for aid to Boeing.

In the latest development in 
the 16-year saga between 
Washington and Brussels over 
support for their aircraft man-
ufacturers, the EU is expected 
to get the green light to impose 
around $4 billion in tariffs on 
US goods and services, accord-
ing to the Bloomberg news 
agency.

The EU and the US accuse 
each other of having provided 
illegal state aid to their respec-
tive aircraft manufacturers, and 
both brought claims before the 
WTO’s trade resolution body.

Last year, the WTO author-
ised $7.5 billion in US sanc-
tions against European goods 
and services.

It was the biggest amount 
authorised to date by the WTO 
and was a result of EU aid to 
Airbus that was deemed 
improper under international 
trade regulations.

Washington then imposed 
punitive tariffs of 25 per cent 
on EU products such as wine, 
cheese and olive oil. The 10 per 
cent tariff on Airbus planes was 
hiked to 15 per cent in March.

The EU has already drawn 
up a list of US products on 
which it could impose tariffs, 
from ketchup to car parts.

Once cleared by the WTO, 
the EU could impose the tariffs 
from October 27, a week before 
the US presidential election. 

While several EU leaders have 
been calling for imposing the 
tariffs immediately if Washing-
ton does not agree to drop its 
tariffs, few expect it to do so. 

One industry source expects 
the WTO ruling to “open the 
door for negotiations”.

Given the crisis the airline 
industry now finds itself in and 
the effect that is having on Air-
bus and Boeing, a long drawn-
out battle in which tariffs raise 
the prices of aircraft does not 
serve the interests of either the 
EU or the US. Afp



Long Kimmarita

PRIME Minister Hun Sen called on citi-
zens to prevent natural disasters as the 
Kingdom grapples with rain-induced 
floods, which have affected thousands of 
people across the country. 

Hun Sen made the call on National Di-
saster Management Day on Tuesday, which 
was honoured under the theme “Living in 
safety and resilience to disasters”.

National Disaster Management Day 
was established to inspire people all over 
the globe to participate in disaster man-
agement. The aim of the day is to raise the 
awareness of mitigating disaster risks. 

In a letter, the prime minister said 
peace also plays a key role. 

“A splendid success that the govern-
ment has so far achieved depends on the 
foundation of peace that is valued by the 
Cambodian people. ‘Appreciate Peace’. 
Without it,  the challenges to disasters 
would even be stronger. It seriously af-
fects human lives and development. 
Therefore, we have to continue main-
taining peace under all circumstances.”

Hun Sen said natural disasters happen 
almost every year such as floods, droughts, 
rainstorms and epidemic diseases. The di-
sasters had seriously damaged roads and 
budgets. They had also affected socio-eco-
nomic situations and people’s lives. 

He added that it is necessary for people 
to prepare and carry out various measures 
that competent institutions had laid out to 
stop natural and man-made disasters. 

“Climate change in the future is uncer-
tain and unpredictable. [We] are of one 
mind to strive to manage [these] disas-
ters. Starting from each citizen and each 
family, we join as the master of local 
communities to live in safety and resil-
ience to the disasters,” the letter read. 

Hun Sen also instructed local author-
ities at all levels to continue sharing 
knowledge with each other. They have 
to urge people to protect their health, 
personal hygiene and live in a clean 
and good environment. Additionally, 
forces at all levels have to be prepared 
to respond to disasters. 

Environmental expert Hem Oudam 
said the reduction of ongoing disasters 
needs participation from all sides. The 
government should conduct an in-depth 
study and protect nature sustainably 
such as forests, rivers, lakes and other re-
sources. The governemnt should restore 
these resources in order for Cambodia to 
stay clear of the disasters in the future. 

“These disasters are natural. But if 
it happens because of humans, this is 
what we have to talk about at length. 
In this talk,  the senior leadership made 
mention of the participation of relevant 
institutions,” he said.
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Candidates vie for BAKC presidency
Long Kimmarita 
and Mom Kunthear

M
EMBERS of the 
Bar Association 
of the Kingdom 
of Cambodia 

(BAKC) will elect a new presi-
dent for its 13th mandate on 
October 16. Five candidates 
are competing for the posi-
tion – Ly Chantola, Ket Khy, 
Sam Sokong, Sek Sophoan 
and Sar Sovann.  

Ly Chantola, 42, has been 
a lawyer for almost 20 years 
with lawyer ID 581. He is cur-
rently a lawyer at SVP law firm. 
Chantola graduated from the 
Royal University of Law and 
Economics (RULE) in 1999 
with a Cambodian bachelor’s 
degree in private law. He also 
received a French bachelor’s 
degree in private law in 2000. 
Then he received a scholar-
ship from the French govern-
ment to pursue his studies in 
France. In 2002, he received 
his master’s degree from Jean 
Moulin Lyon 3 University.

In 2009, he was appointed 
by the King as a member of the 
Council of Ministers’ Council 
of Jurists and was later pro-
moted to deputy chairman of 
the Council of Jurists – with a 
rank equivalent to minister. 

If elected as BAKC president, 
Chantola said he is committed 
to fixing the bar’s shortcom-
ings and strengthening the 
capacity of existing lawyers. 
He also said he will train new 
lawyers and strengthen the 
cooperation and understand-
ing with national and interna-
tional institutions, especially 
with judicial police and prison 
departments, and the courts.

 He said he would encourage 
all BAKC members to be more 
active in supporting the BAKC 

and in helping promote the 
legal profession. He also said 
he would protect the interests 
of lawyers and contribute to 
social justice. In addition, as 
one of the institutions that 
support the field of justice, he 
said the BAKC would cooper-
ate equally with the govern-
ment and all institutions and 
organisations for the benefit 
of the legal profession.

Ket Khy is 53 years old. He 
has been a lawyer for more 
than 20 years with ID number 
079 at the Light of Justice law 
firm. In 2000, he graduated 
from RULE with a bachelor’s 
degree in law. He graduated 
from the university with a 
master’s degree in private law 
in 2006. 

He also received a profes-
sional lawyer certificate in 
1997. In 1990, he graduated 
from the School of Admin-
istration and Law with a law 
diploma. In 1998, he acted 
as a member of the Phnom 
Penh Municipal Election 
Commission. In 2008, he 
acted as a parliamentarian of 
the former Sam Rainsy Party 
in Kampong Thom province. 
From 2012 to 2013, he was 

elected as a parliamentar-
ian again in Kampong Thom. 
From 2014-2017, he served as 
the deputy secretary-general 
of the General Secretariat of 
the National Assembly. 

If elected as BAKC presi-
dent, he vowed to protect, 
promote and strengthen the 
profession of lawyers,  man-
age lawyers in a transparent 
and corrupt-free manner 
and join to fight injustices. 
He said the BAKC will protect 
colleagues who are wrongly 
accused of practising their 
professions illegally. 

He vowed to strengthen 
the capability of lawyers with 
quality, virtues, independence 
and dignity in compliance 
with laws, code of ethics and 
internal rules. He will protect 
and strengthen the roles of 
lawyers by not allowing other 
individuals or institutions to 
violate the legal profession. 
He will review the BAKC or-
ganisational structure, its 
work, administrative staff and 
finances. 

Additionally, he will advo-
cate for and protect citizens’ 
rights and provide legal aid 
services to poor people so 

they have the rights equal 
to the rich and powerful. He 
said he will study all the main 
decisions of other courts and 
institutions for advocacy. 

Sam Sokong, 45, has been 
a lawyer for nearly 20 years 
with ID 321. Currently, he is a 
lawyer at the BBC Office. He 
graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in law in 2001 and 
a master’s degree in law in 
2014. He also graduated with 
a bachelor’s degree in English 
literature in 2010. He is now 
studying for his master’s de-
gree in international law in 
English at Pannasastra Uni-
versity of Cambodia. 

He has been a part of a team 
of national lawyers represent-
ing civil parties at the Extraor-
dinary Chambers in the Courts 
of Cambodia (ECCC) since 
2010. He used to be a legal ad-
viser at the Cambodian Human 
Rights Committee (CHRC) and 
the National Assembly in the 
fifth mandate. He also used to 
be a member of the board of di-
rectors of a non-governmental 
organisation (NGO).

If elected as president, 
Sokong vowed to strengthen 
the BAKC’s internal solidarity.

He said the BAKC could not 
allow any institution or indi-
vidual to be violated and its 
members must protect com-
mon interests together. He 
added that the management 
of the BAKC must adhere to 
the principles of transparency 
and accountability to prevent 
corruption.  

He said he would strength-
en cooperation with interna-
tional lawyers. He vowed to 
modernise and streamline 
the BAKC’s administration 
and financial management.  
He said he wants the BAKC 
to be independent and free 
from any political party or in-
stitution. 

In the past, some lawyers 
have committed misconduct 
by working for other institu-
tions, he said. Some others 
have served a political party, 
thereby affecting the profes-
sions of lawyers.  The capability 
of lawyers is limited, he added.  
There are many lawyers, but 
compared with international 
lawyers, their capabilities re-
mained very low. 

Sek Sophorn, 45, has been 
practising law for nearly 10 
years with ID 817. Currently, 

besides leading the Lawyer 
Firm Office R &L, he is also 
a legal adviser to the World 
Bank. He graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree in law in 
1999 and a master’s degree 
in private law in 2008.  He 
has experience serving civil 
servants and working with 
NGOs. He used to be an offi-
cial of the UN and a professor 
of law for 10 years. 

If elected, Sophoan vowed 
to change the way presidents 
are elected. None of the can-
didates would be allowed to 
spend their own money to 
host parties because they are 
used to garner support; all 
candidates have an equal right 
to demonstrate their capabili-
ties, he said. Additionally, he 
also plans to create a 10-year 
joint strategy to lead the BAKC 
so that he might prepare prin-
ciples to lead the institution 
and the professions in line 
with the BAKC’s values.

When contacted on Tues-
day, Sar Sovann said he was ill 
and could not comment. 

The BAKC president has a 
two-year mandate and will 
be elected with votes by 2,000 
members of the BAKC.

(From left) Sam Sokong, Ly Chantola, Sar Sovan and Sek Sophorn and Ket Khy. supplied/hean rangsey

Mom Kunthear 

CINTRI rubbish collectors 
sent a petition to the Phnom 
Penh Municipal Hall on Tues-
day requesting a new negotia-
tion on Wednesday, according 
to a representative.

The workers promised to 
return to the job if the mu-
nicipal hall confirms a specif-
ic date to provide them with 
compensation. 

Mi Phan, the secretary-gen-
eral of Cintri’s Tourism Federa-
tion, told The Post on Tuesday 
the workers request a solution. 

The petition called for their 
five original demands to be met, 
which Phnom Penh municipal 
governor Khuong Sreng prom-
ised to give them after the end of 
the contract with the company. 

“Because workers see they 
cannot get what they want im-
mediately, they decided to send 
a letter to the municipal hall to 
negotiate an end to the dispute. 
Workers will possibly agree 
with the October 7 report,” he 
said, referring to the minutes of 
the October 7 meeting.

“They only want accuracy 
and specific dates,” he said. 

According to the mediation 
report, the company said it 

will tackle worker requests 
after the end of the contract 
and under the labour law. The 
Phnom Penh Municipal Ad-
ministration ensures workers 
will not lose their jobs. 

Phan said: “The previous 
negotiation was not specific 
about dates in granting the 
request to workers. This time 
there may be a specific one. 
There will be informal talks 
between the union and mu-
nicipal hall officials,” he said. 

Pov Sopheak, a Cintri driver 
since 2002, said he will go back 
to work if there is a specific 
date to compensate workers. 

“We requested five points. If 
they agree to three or [at least] 
two points, I will agree too. But 
they have to limit it to a par-
ticular month. For example, 
workers will be compensated 
in November or December ac-
cording to their demand. I will 
agree because there is a spe-
cific date,” he said. 

The Phnom Penh governor 
said on Monday after a meet-
ing with the leaders of the 
capital’s 14 districts that the 
authorities managed to col-
lect more than 2,500 tonnes 
per day out of a total of more 
than 2,800 tonnes.

Cintri workers ready 
to negotiate – again

Better disaster management urged 

Thousands have been rescued or forced to flee their homes because of recent flooding. supplied
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Continued from page 1

Prisoners also bear the brunt. 
banteay Meanchey provincial 
prison director Ung Siphan told 
The Post on tuesday the flood-
ing forced the evacuation of 
prisoners after it reached 15cm.  

“We’ve evacuated 811 of the 
1,612 prisoners to the Siem reap 
provincial prison. the remain-
ing inmates are being shipped 
to other provinces temporarily 
to keep them safe,” Siphan said. 

the flooding has left sev-
eral people dead and others 
evacuated. It has also affected 
crops and infrastructure. 

banteay Meanchey provincial 
hall spokesman Ly Sary told The 
Post that floods in the province 
killed five people, while 1,300 
among 13,276 people were evac-
uated to safe places when their 
houses were flooded entirely. 

It has affected 5,841ha of rice 
crops, 366ha of cassava crops, 
201 pieces of infrastructure, 
23 pagodas, 25 schools, and 
three health centres. 

the Ministry of Water resource 
and Meteorology predicted 
cambodia will continue to be hit 
by a low-pressure sytem. tropi-
cal Storm Naga is the 16th such 
storm this year coming from the 
South china Sea. Another power-
ful storm named Sodel is expect-
ed to reach parts of the country 
from october 15 to 20. 

Flooding 
havoc as 
provinces 
evacuate

Lawyers seek 
right to meet 
arrested clients 
within 24 hours
Niem Chheng

t
He bar Association of 
the Kingdom of cam-
bodia (bAKc) presi-
dent, Suon Visal, has 

requested Minister of Interior 
Sar Kheng to help lawyers ful-
fil their profession smoothly 
by permitting police to allow 
lawyers to meet their clients 
when they are arrested.

the request was made as 
a delegation from the bAKc 
visited Sar Kheng at the min-
istry on tuesday. According to 
the minister’s Facebook post, 
Visal said some police sta-
tions allowed lawyers to meet 
suspects but many others 
were uncooperative.

“Suon Visal also request-
ed Samdech Kralahom [Sar 
Kheng] to find a possibility to 
have a lawyer present at ev-
ery police station in order to 
give legal consultation, and to 
avoid problems when send-
ing a case to court,” it said.

In response, Sar Kheng said 
the ministry had delegated the 
task to secretary of state bun 
Honn to assign lawyers to dis-

trict and provincial adminis-
trations with high crime rates. 
the presence of a lawyer at 
those administrations would 
help avoid procedural errors. 

bAKc deputy secretary Liv 
Sovanna told The Post on 
tuesday that criminal proce-
dure allows lawyers to meet 
their clients after 24 hours of 
the arrest. but if a lawyer is 
present at the police station 
and allowed to meet the de-
tainee, the lawyer could give 
legal consultation and help 
the police to build a case.

Sovanna said: “At that stage, a 
suspect’s answers and evidence 
would be more useful if there 
was a lawyer present. Lawyers 
can assist the police. For in-
stance, they can advise [police] 
what evidence to collect and 
what the charge should be.” 

He said there was a conflict 
between the law on the sta-
tus of lawyers in cambodia 
and criminal procedure. the 
former says lawyers can meet 
clients at any place and time, 
but the latter says they can 
only meet clients 24 hours 
after the arrest. Lawyers find 

this restricting, Sovanna said.
“Practically, some police al-

low lawyers to accompany 
suspects during questioning. 
but many others did not allow 
this because they think that 
lawyers have no rights and that 
they only have the rights after 
24 hours of arrest,” he said. 

one lawyer, ouk Vandeth, 
told The Post on tuesday that 
Article 98 of the criminal 
code should be amended to 
let lawyers meet their clients 
immediately after an arrest. 

“It depends on the Ministry 
of Justice and the National 
Police to consider whether 
the presence of a lawyer with-
in 24 hours of arrest presents 
difficulties for them. but I 
think when there is a pres-
ence of a lawyer in their pro-
cedure, their work should be 

stronger because the lawyer 
is a witness.

“Some clients claimed they 
were beaten by police to get 
answers. We want to avoid 
hearing this claim, that’s why 
we want to work with the po-
lice in order to ensure that 
police are not wrong in their 
enforcement,” Vandeth said. 

National Police spokesper-
son chhay Kim Khoeun told 
The Post on tuesday that police 
follow the criminal procedure. 
For criminal cases, police will 
not allow lawyers to meet with 
suspects until 24 hours after the 
arrest because police are busy 
questioning suspects to find 
their accomplices. but for light 
crimes, police always coordi-
nate with lawyers, he said.

“We are not narrow-mind-
ed about the cooperation in 

protecting the rights of the 
suspect and the contribu-
tion of lawyers to make police 
operations more effective. 
Honestly speaking, the po-
lice’s role is to arrest suspects, 
while a lawyer’s role is to pro-
tect them. So, it’s hard to say 
that lawyers will help the po-
lice because they come only 
to find a way to help their cli-
ents,” he said. 

“but we are not objecting to 
this proposal. We will follow 
the leaders’ permission and 
the law.” 

Ministry of Justice spokes-
man chin Malin said the 
article in question could be 
amended if there is a request. 
but the amendment would go 
through a consultation with 
lawyers and relevant legal en-
forcement institutions.

Interior minister Sar Kheng and BAKC president Suon Visal met on Tuesday. sar Kheng facebooK page



Post-flood precautions in place
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Interior minister Sar Kheng’s Facebook page received 73 comments 
and public requests last month. hEAN RANGSEY

Voun Dara

MINISter of Interior Sar Kheng’s 
Facebook page received 73 com-
ments and public requests last 
month, with 11 cases resolved. 

chea Sokunthea, who is in 
charge of addressing com-
ments and requests on the 
Facebook page, said 337 cases 
and public comments were re-
ceived in July and August and 
only 136 cases are outstanding.

“the comments and requests 
submitted by the public that 
remain unresolved are mostly 
about land disputes and dis-
satisfaction with the authori-
ties or authorities who are not 
serving them [citizens] well. 

“We have sent the remain-
ing cases to relevant provin-
cial authorities for resolution,” 
Sokunthea said, adding that re-
quests that take a long time to 
resolve are land disputes that 
must go through the courts.

Sar Kheng posted the re-

sults on his Facebook page on 
Monday. 

“I would like to express my 
appreciation for the responsible 
work of officials under the inte-
rior ministry and institutions at 
the national and sub-national 
levels to respond to the com-
ments on my Facebook page.  

“the main issue is finding the 
proper solution. We recognise 
that some problems need to be 
resolved quickly and some need 
more time. However, please 
continue to investigate and 
find solutions for the people, 
because we believe that not ev-
erything can be solved immedi-
ately until we get to the root of 
the problem,” Sar Kheng said.

He encouraged more public 
comments and requests on 
his page.

on September 23, he is-
sued additional instructions 
to all relevant institutions to 
pay attention to the problems 
posted on his page.

Sar Kheng: Facebook 
campaign a success

Mom Kunthear

M
INISter of Health 
Mam bun Heng 
have advised resi-
dents in flood-

affected areas to take precau-
tions to avoid health issues.

Precautions include not 
entering old houses or build-
ings that can collapse and not 
touch electronic devices when 
standing in water. If travelling 
by boat or canoe at night peo-
ple should carry a light. 

“We have to be careful with 

drowning. Small children 
must be protected and not 
play in the water. children 
have to wear life vests before 
going out of the house. boats 
should not be overloaded with 
too many people,” he said.

People, he said, must sleep 
in mosquito nets to prevent 
dengue fever, malaria and 
other diseases. they should 
also be watchful of snakes 
and other dangerous animals. 
they should check woodpiles, 
be wary of thick grass and 
wear long pants and boots.  

bun Heng also advised people 
living in flooded areas to main-
tain personal hygiene to pre-
vent ill effects, including diar-
rhoea and respiratory diseases. 
Drinking clean water is essen-
tial. People should use water 
purifier, boil the water or use 
chlorine or chloramphenicol 
in the water. two pills of 500mg 
of chlorine or chloramphenicol 
can be mixed with 20L of water.

He said the ministry has 
distributed medicine and 
snake bite vaccines to all 
flooded provinces. 

Ministry spokeswoman or 
Vandine echoed the minis-
ter, saying maintaining good 
hygiene is key to preventing 
diseases. 

She said when floodwaters 
recede people have to reor-
ganise toilets and use them 
regularly.

Since September 1, rain-in-
duced floods have inundated 
19 provinces, 60 districts and 
204 communes, affecting 
more than 34,378 people, 
2,268 of whom have been 
evacuated to safe places.

People living in flooded areas have been advised to maintain personal hygiene to prevent ill effects, including diarrhoea and respiratory diseases. NCDM

WFP, education ministry give 
food handouts to students
Voun Dara

tHe Ministry of education, 
Youth and Sport continues to 
work with the World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) to feed children 
from poor families and school 
cooks from about 41,296 
households and 908 primary 
schools across five provinces, 
according to a joint press 
release issued on tuesday.

chuo Hok, head of the Pri-
mary Scholarship office at 
the ministry’s Primary edu-
cation Department, told The 
Post on tuesday that this was 
the third round of food hand-
outs since the covid-19 pan-
demic started. It will run from 
october 20 to 24.

Hok said: “through collabo-
ration with WFP, we have 
diverted food to students in 

the school feeding pro-
grammes in target provinces. 
We provide breakfast by buy-
ing food and distributing food 
that we receive from abroad to 
families of poor students.”

Hok said the 908 target pri-
mary schools are in Pursat, 
Kampong chhnang, Kam-
pong thom, oddar Meanchey 
and Siem reap provinces. 
About 39,653 children from 
poor families and 1,643 school 
cooks registered in the gov-
ernment’s IDPoor programme 
will receive 25kg of rice, 1 litre 
of vegetable oil and 2kg of 
canned fish. 

the press release said the 
WFP would be providing the 
food through take Home 
rations (tHr).

It added that during the 
covid-19 crisis, 276,130 school 

children in both government 
and WFP-supported meal pro-
grammes have not received 
nutritious cooked breakfasts.

citing a study, it said nutri-
tious meals increase students’ 
concentration and help them 
study more effectively. 

the WFP and the education 
ministry distributed the first 
two rounds of tHr in April and 
June. In early November, the 
education ministry will pro-
vide tHr to households from 
a further 205 schools partici-
pating in the national school 
feeding programme. 

Ministry spokesman ros 
Soveacha said on tuesday that 
good nutrition plays an impor-
tant role in improving the qual-
ity of learning and teaching, as 
well as improving quality of life.

“the ministry has added the 
meaning of nutrition and 
health education into the 
school curriculum and contin-
ues to welcome collaboration 
with all stakeholders to 
improve the nutrition and aca-
demic health of students and 
educators. the ministry would 
like to welcome and thank 
WFP for its continued collabo-
ration on nutrition work for 
these target schools,” he said.

the ministry also continues 
to improve the lives of parents 
and young children with cash 
support programmes for preg-
nant women and children 
under two-years-old if the 
family has an equity card or 
priority card.

About 39,653 children from poor families and 1,643 school cooks registered 
in the government’s IDPoor programme will receive 25kg of rice, 1 litre of 
vegetable oil and 2kg of canned fish. MoEYS



Kim Sarom

A WOMAN was charged by a 
Kandal Provincial Court pros-
ecutor on Tuesday with tor-
turing and committing acts of 
cruelty against a 17-year-old 
girl who was working for her.

The suspect, 27-year-old 
Dang Reaksmey, was arrested 
on Sunday in Takhmao town.  

Court spokesman Tin 
Sochetra said: “She was 
charged for torture and acts 
of cruelty under Article 210 of 
the Criminal Code. 

The woman faces between 
seven and 15 years in prison 
if found guilty. 

Ros Savin, chief of the Kan-
dal provincial police’s Anti-
Human Trafficking and Juve-
nile Protection Bureau, said: 
“In this case, there are only 
injuries. This is not a case re-
lated to sexual harassment. 
Doctors already checked the 
victim’s injuries,” he said. 

Takhmao town police chief 
Yi Vanda said on Tuesday that 
Reaksmey lives in Takhmao 
commune, while the victim 
hails from Kampong Thom 
province. 

The victim told police 
that earlier this year, her 
aunt took her to Reaksmey’s 
house, where she was meant 
to be a servant. 

As soon as she started work-
ing for Reaksmey, she suffered 
abuse. She said Reaksmey hit 
her in the head with ladles 
and cleavers, causing bloody 

injuries. In her case, 13 differ-
ent injuries were cited. 

Vanda said: “She worked at 
the woman’s house for about 
a year. The woman always hit 
her. Even though there was 
no problem in the house, she 
would hit the girl when she 
wasn’t in a good mood.” 

While she was suffering, 
the victim did not know who 
to ask for help. On October 
8 or 9, Vanda said the victim 
called her aunt and described 
the situation. Her aunt then 
contacted the ABC radio sta-
tion to report the issue. 

Authorities heard the 
broadcast and provincial po-
lice chief Chhoeun Sochet or-
dered Vanda to take action. 

Vanda said: “My authorities 
did not arrest the suspect yet, 
but she came to confess. I re-
ported this to the prosecutor 
and I was ordered to detain 
her on October 11.”

The General Secretariat 
of the Cambodian National 
Council for Children (CNCC) 
secretary-general Nhep So-
pheap told The Post that any 
form of violence against chil-
dren is against the law. No 
child should be put in this 
kind of situation, she said. 

“We urge [everyone] to stop 
the acts of all forms of violence. 
We request participation from 
all relevant institutions.”

National
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‘Clean water for all by 2025’
Soth Koemsoeun

W
ATERAID Cambodia’s coun-
try director Chat Sophiep said 
about 72 per cent of Cambo-
dians have access to clean 

water and sanitation, while about 28 per 
cent still do not have access to clean water. 

Meanwhile, officials have put in place 
a plan to ensure every Cambodian has 
access to clean water by 2025. 

This statement was made during a 
dialogue on Tuesday initiated by Wa-
terAid with the Club of Cambodian 
Journalists (CCJ) which was attended 
by officials from the Ministry of Rural 
Development and relevant institutions. 
The purpose of the meeting was to 
share information about the rural wa-
ter and sanitation sector in Cambodia. 

Sophiep said the government and civil 
society organisations needed to cooper-
ate to find a solution soon.

“A lack of clean water and sanitation 
is a barrier to the development of our 
country on the whole because this prob-
lem is related to the public health of our 
people. The World Bank has found that 
our people lose millions of dollars a year 
in healthcare costs,” Sophiep said.

Sophiep added that in order to achieve 
the planned goals, stakeholders need 
to establish mechanisms for creating 
conditions for clean water supplies and 
sustainable sanitation in rural areas. 
They also need to increase funding for 
the water supply and rural sanitation, 
increase water supply services and 
encourage people to change their atti-
tudes about water and sanitation.

Rural development ministry secre-
tary of state Chhrun Therawart said at 
the meeting that rural sanitation is a 
task that requires the participation of 
all stakeholders, especially the media, 

to change the people’s attitudes.
He said the cooperation of the media is 

very important because this work needs 
to be completed by 2025.

“Currently, we still have some challenges, 
such as poverty, and the poor are lacking 
the ability to connect to clean water servic-
es. We need to provide them with access to 
clean water. Another factor is that indige-
nous people also have problems. They live 
in isolation, so it’s difficult to connect them 
to a clean water system,” he said.

CCJ president Pen Bona urging the 
media to share information on the clean 
water issue.

“We are meeting today to share in-
formation about the situation of rural 
water and sanitation in Cambodia and 
to call on the media to disseminate in-
formation about this topic. We want to 
encourage our people to change their 

attitudes towards the use of clean water 
and sanitation in line with the govern-
ment’s national development policy on 
water and sanitation,” he said.

WaterAid Cambodia issued a press re-
lease during the 73rd World Health As-
sembly in May saying the poorest people 
around the world were facing Covid-19 
alone without access to the most basic 
protection, such as clean water and soap.

Health facilities are most likely to be 
spreaders of the disease, putting the 
lives of doctors, nurses and midwives at 
risk while saving patients’ lives. The or-
ganisation has supported the govern-
ment in disseminating and promoting 
the practice of hand hygiene and other 
protective measures. But there is also a 
concern that more than three million 
Cambodians are lacking clean water 
and soap in their homes.

rural development ministry secretary of state chhrun therawart said at the meeting that rural 
sanitation is a task that requires the participation of all stakeholders, especially the media, to 
change the people’s attitudes. hEAN RANGSEY

Woman charged with 
abusing child servant
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INDIVIDUALS will no longer be 
allowed to invest in real estate 
abroad if a new draft decree is-
sued by the Ministry of Planning 
and Investment is approved.

enterprises founded under 
the provisions of the Law on 
enterprise would be exempt 
from the ruling.

the regulation aimed at 
preventing individuals from 
investing in real estate in 
foreign countries for the pur-
pose of obtaining citizenship, 
according to the ministry.

According to Nguyen Van 
toan, deputy chairman of 
the Vietnam Association of 
Foreign-Invested enterprises 
(VAFIe), there had been a 
number of cases of individuals 
attempting to be naturalised 
through citizenship-by-in-
vestment to avoid civil liabil-
ity in Vietnam. these cases 
must be prevented, he said.

However, some individuals 
did invest in property in for-
eign countries for legitimate 
business purposes. toan also 
pointed out that a number 
of individual investors were 
pumping money into real es-
tate assets in cambodia and 
Laos, and their investments 
were proving to be effective.

“the regulation banning 
all individuals from investing 
in real estate assets sounds 
unreasonable and should be 
reconsidered. other man-
agement measures would be 
more helpful,” toan said.

the draft decree also includes 
regulation about individuals 
who would be banned from in-
vesting abroad, including gov-
ernment officials, military of-
ficers, soldiers and managers of 
state-owned enterprises (Soes).

the Ministry of Planning 
and Investment said the reg-
ulation would help limit pos-
sible risks such as investing 
abroad to disperse assets.

According to toan, this reg-
ulation was appropriate and 

compliant with other estab-
lished regulations in Vietnam.

Notably, the draft decree 
differentiated overseas in-
vestments made by Soes and 
private companies, which 
was critical for more efficient 
management, toan said.

the draft decree also includes 
regulations about the defini-
tion of overseas investment 
capital, overseas investment of 
foreign-invested economic or-
ganisations, and investment in 
merger and acquisition deals 
in foreign countries.

Do Nhat Hoang, director of 
the ministry’s Foreign Invest-
ment Agency, said the de-
cree aimed to create favour-
able conditions for investing 
abroad but also tightened 
management on overseas in-
vestments for purposes other 
than legitimate business.

Vietnam’s overseas invest-
ment had seen significant 
development since 2015, with 
more active participation of 
private companies and indi-
viduals in a number of sec-
tors, according to the Ministry 
of Planning and Investment.

Statistics showed that Viet-
namese investors invested in 
1,741 projects abroad with to-
tal registered capital of $22.9 
billion, of which about $9.65 
billion was disbursed.

Vietnamese overseas invest-
ments were also more diver-
sified in term of sectors and 
destinations countries. Viet-
namese firms were expanding 
their investments in Japan, the 
US, the republic of Korea, Sin-
gapore, Australia and the eU, 
besides traditional markets like 
cambodia, Laos and russia.

Vietnam’s overseas invest-
ment mainly flowed into 
agriculture, oil exploration 
and exploitation, commerce 
and trade, real estate, indus-
trial production, banking and 
telecommunications. VIET NAM 
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VN sets new rules for 
individual overseas 
real estate investment

Sihanoukville int’l airport’s 
runway expansion completed
May Kunmakara

c
AMboDIA Airports 
said it completed 
the runway expan-
sion and renovation 

at Sihanouk International 
Airport on tuesday as part of 
its post-covid-19 era business 
expansion plans.

the company is the de-
veloper and operator of the 
Kingdom’s three international 
airports.

It extended the 2,500m run-
way by 800m, reinforced the 
current airstrip and installed 
an LeD airfield lighting sys-
tem to reduce its carbon foot-
print, it said in a statement.

the runway is now a $58 
million investment pro-
gramme and is scheduled to 
be commissioned in the last 
quarter of this year, it added.

“Against the backdrop of 
the strong traffic growth, the 
runway project was launched 
in July 2018 and aims at ac-
commodating larger aircraft 
[code e] such as b-777-300er 
or A-350-1000 operating long-
haul direct flights to/from Sih-
anouk International Airport,” 
cambodia Airports said.

Its ceo Alain brun said up-
grading the runway was cru-
cial to enable more direct long-
haul flights into the Kingdom’s 
southwestern coastal prov-
ince of Preah Sihanouk, where 
Sihanoukville is located.

He said: “to sustain the de-
velopment of Sihanoukville, 
an efficient airport system 
and increasing air connectiv-
ity are critical.

“Upgrading the runway ca-
pacity provides new growth 
opportunities as airlines can 
operate bigger aircraft flying 
from/to more remote mar-
kets [such as europe].”

cambodia Airports com-
munications and public rela-
tions director Khek Norinda 

told The Post that the runway 
will be operational in the 
weeks ahead.

He said the airport handled 
about 20 weekly inbound and 
outbound flights last month, 
a more than 95 per cent nose-
dive compared to September 
last year.

the scheduled flights con-
nect the airport to chinese 
cities, Phnom Penh and Siem 
reap town, he noted.

Preah Sihanouk provincial 
Department of tourism direc-
tor taing Sochet Kresna told 
The Post that the extension 
project is a strategic initiative 
that comes in direct response 
to the expected surge in post-
covid passenger traffic.

He said: “We are thrilled 
to see the airport upgrade in 
addition to the ongoing con-
struction of a new terminal.

“the airport is now better 

equipped to handle direct 
long-haul flights, which is 
paramount in not only serv-
ing the tourism sector but en-
ticing more investment and 
business into the province.”

According to cambodia 
Airports, the airport has ex-
perienced triple digit growth 
nearly every year with an-
nual passenger traffic soaring 
from 94,000 to more than 1.6 
million between 2015 and last 
year. the number of passen-
gers grew by a whopping 158 
per cent last year from 2018.

It said: “In the last five years, 
Sihanoukville has become a 
destination in the making with 
its deep-sea port and pristine 
beaches, attracting both busi-
ness investors and tourists.”

the Kingdom’s interna-
tional airports welcomed 11.6 
million passengers last year, 
a 10.2 per cent year-on-year 

hike from 2018, it reported in 
January.

However, the figures for the 
fourth quarter of last year 
weren’t so rosy, with the num-
ber of passengers from octo-
ber-December decreasing by 
3.1 per cent compared to the 
same months in 2018, it said.

Last year, the Phnom Penh 
International Airport sur-
passed the six-million passen-
ger mark for the first time, with 
a passenger growth recorded 
at 11.2 per cent, it added.

Siem reap International 
Airport, in contrast, saw a de-
cline of 12.3 per cent in the 
number of passengers, with 
just 3.9 million people passing 
through the airport that year.

the three airports combined 
served at least 55 destinations 
and welcomed 700 regular 
flights per week, according to 
cambodia Airports.

The runway expansion at Sihanoukville’s airport is part of the developer’s post Covid-19 business expansion plan 
and will allow for larger aircraft flying direct international flights to Cambodia’s coast. CAMBODIA AIRPORTS

GDt on track to meet this year’s tax collection target
Thou Vireak

tHe Ministry of economy and 
Finance’s General Department of 
taxation (GDt) collected 
$2.22595 billion in tax revenue in 
the first nine months of this year, 
up $80.31 million or 3.71 per cent 
compared to the same period last 
year, it said in a press release.

Last month alone, the GDt 
collected $186.22 million, down 
$42.98 million or 18.75 per cent 
from September last year.

GDt director-general Kong 
Vibol noted that covid-19 had 
put a strain on some sources of 
tax revenue in key sectors during 
the third quarter of this year.

He called for heightened 
cooperation between the heads 
of operational units at all levels 
at the GDt and relevant minis-
tries and institutions to increase 
the efficiency and transparency 
of tax collection.

“Despite the economic 
impact of the covid-19 pan-
demic, all GDt officials must 
continue to strengthen their 
action plans and strengthen 
the government’s emergency 
intervention plan to support 
tourism, aviation, agriculture, 
animal husbandry and general 
manufacturing and reinforce 
measures that stimulate eco-
nomic growth,” Vibol said.

At the same time, he advised 
all units to be firm and flexible in 
their contribution to the effec-
tive implementation of laws and 
work discipline regulations.

“to ensure effective manage-
ment of tax revenue collection 
and achieve the set plan, the 
GDt will continue to strictly 
and effectively implement the 
government’s in-depth reform 
policy,” Vibol said.

He noted in July that this 
year’s tax revenue collection 
target is $2.88583 billion. this 
means that collection stands 
at 77.13 per cent of the goal as 
of September 30.

the GDt collected $2.81933 

billion in tax revenue last year, 
exceeding the annual target by 
$530 million or 23.20 per cent, 
its 2019 results and 2020 
Implementation Plan report 
said on January 21. this was 
28.28 per cent higher than 
2018’s $2.19785 billion.

the report said value-added 
tax (VAt) collection increased by 
31.05 per cent last year compared 
to 2018, while revenue through 
e-VAt and other key tax meas-
ures was up by 28.47 per cent.

Special tax increased 30.72 per 
cent, registry tax was up 43.73 per 
cent, payroll tax climbed 18.21 
per cent, and land and house tax 
rose 68.20 per cent, it said.

The General Department of Taxation (GDT) collected $2.2 billion in tax 
revenue in the first nine months, up 3.71 per cent. hONg MENEA
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StocK-listed Phnom Penh 
Autonomous Port (PPAP) 
posted positive business per-
formance in the first nine 
months of this year in the face 
of headwinds created by the 
covid-19 fuelled global and 
regional economic downturn.

In its filing to the cambodia 
Securities exchange (cSX) late 
on Monday, the state-owned 
river port operator logged 
$22.264 million in revenue in 
the period between January-
September, a 2.56 per cent 
gain from $21.707 million in 
the same period last year.

It posted a 4.09 per cent 
year-on-year climb in the vol-
ume of containers and a 0.63 
per cent year-on-year rise in 
the number of cargo vessels 
handled at the port during 
the period.

It logged a two per cent fall 
in cargo and fuel oil through-
put, a 52 per cent drop in pas-
senger boats and a 54.65 per 
cent decrease in passengers.

It did not disclose its gross 
profit in the filing.

cSX vice-chairman Ha Jong-
weon told The Post that the 
results reflect PPAP’s business 
stability in these trying times.

but he expressed concern 
over the company’s slowing 
revenue growth.

“If we take the current 
covid-19 situation into con-
sideration, we may see that 

the company remains strong.
“As far as we know, the trad-

ing between countries has 
been significantly reduced 
and for the port business to 
maintain a slight increase in 
revenue, it shows the good 
business management and the 
strategy, as well as the effective 
risk management of the com-
pany during the pandemic.

“For the optimist, seeing the 
slight increase in revenue even 
after a long-lasting pandemic 
will convince them to have 
faith in the management of 
PPAP, its strategy and the po-
tential growth of the company.

“[they’ll believe that] if they 
invest now when the share 
price is lower, they will defi-
nitely get significant profit in 
the long term when the situa-
tion improves,” Ha said.

there are currently 13 listed 
firms in the Kingdom – seven 
stock-listed and six corporate 
bond-listed. the 13 compa-
nies have raised a combined 
$253 million and the stock 
index increased more than 57 
per cent last year over 2018, 
cSX data show.

In the first nine months 
of this year, two companies 
listed stocks and three listed 
bonds. the five firms have 
raised a combined $92 mil-
lion, the data show.

PPAP records positive 
business performance 
in first three quarters

cassava product exports grow 49%

Indonesia jobs law offers tax incentives

Thou Vireak

c
AMboDIA exported 
nearly three million 
tonnes of cassava 
products to the inter-

national market in the first nine 
months of this year, surging 
almost 49 per cent year-on-year, 
the Ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries reported.

the Kingdom shipped more 
than 1.78 million tonnes of 
fresh cassava and over 1.2 mil-
lion tonnes of cassava chips 
to Vietnam and thailand.

It exported 12,000 tonnes 
of tapioca starch to India, 
china, belgium, the Neth-
erlands, Pakistan, the czech 
republic, croatia and Italy, 
the ministry added.

Sok Hok, a farmer who grows 
10ha of cassava in Sampov Loun 
district in the northwestern cor-
ner of battambang province, 
said she will begin harvesting 
the crop in January and expects 
to collect a sub-par 100-200 
tonnes due to rain damage.

“Yields may be lower than 
last year. rains flooded more 
than 2ha of my fields. the wa-
ter has receded a bit now, but 
if the floods continue until 
the end of october, some of 
the cassava will rot,” she said.

She expects the price of 
cassava chips to remain at 
last year’s level, between 600 
and 700 riel ($0.15 and $0.17) 
per kg. “cassava has a better 

market and price than corn, 
though I yearn for higher cas-
sava prices so that I can afford 
to pay the bank,” she said.

cassava is planted in May 
and harvested from Novem-
ber to February of each year.

battambang provincial De-
partment of commerce direc-

tor Kim Hout told The Post on 
tuesday that the province ex-
ported 126,250 tonnes of cassa-
va products to thailand in the 
first nine months of this year.

of that, cassava chips ac-
counted for 115,000 tonnes 
and fresh cassava amounted 
to 11,250 tonnes, he said.

Hout previously noted that 
about 80 per cent of cassava in 
the province is bought by trad-
ers and exported to thailand.

He said fresh cassava cur-
rently costs between 169 and 
286 riel per kg and cassava 
chips cost between 558 and 
820 riel per kg.

cassava has been planted on 
141,132ha in the province for 
the upcoming harvest, which 
has an average yield of 26.43 
tonnes per hectare, he said.

but he noted that about 80 
per cent of the total cultiva-
tion area has been affected 
by flooding.

In August, the government 
approved a draft law on the 
National cassava Policy 2020-
2025, aiming to turn cambo-
dia into a sustainable produc-
tion, processing and supplier 
of cassava products for re-
gional and global markets.

the policy outlines three 
primary objectives – first is the 
transition from traditional or 
family-based cassava opera-
tions to commercial produc-
tion, as well as the application 
of agricultural techniques that 
enable farmers to earn high 
incomes and manage land to 
meet changing human needs, 
and brings them closer to cli-
mate-smart agriculture.

Second is the support for 
cassava processors that can 
expeditiously supply the mar-
ket with value-added cassava 
products, as well as initiatives 
to draw in more investment 
in the sector.

third is the creation and 
maintenance of a competitive 
trade advantage by promoting 
market penetration and di-
mensions, streamlining trade 
processes and cutting unnec-
essary costs. this, the policy 
stresses, will require a unified 
inter-sectoral approach among 
entities relevant to exports.

cambodia exported 3.29 
million tonnes of cassava last 
year, up 27 per cent from 2.59 
million tonnes in 2018, the 
ministry reported.

tHe Indonesian government 
is hoping that the new tax 
incentives introduced in the 
recently passed Job creation 
Law help to grow the economy 
by attracting more investment 
and creating jobs.

the Ministry of Finance’s 
Fiscal Policy Agency head, 
Febrio Kacaribu, on Monday 
said the new incentives, in 
addition to the ones offered 
in Law No 2/2020, could 
make Indonesia’s tax regime 
more competitive globally.

the jobs law eliminates in-
come tax on dividends earned 
in Indonesia and on certain 
income, including dividends 
earned abroad, as long as they 
are invested in the country. It 
also introduces 10 per cent 
value-added tax (VAt) on coal 
and relaxes administrative 
sanctions and taxes for for-
eigners with certain expertise.

the provisions in the omni-
bus law aim to complement 
several regulations in Law No 
2/2020, which was issued ear-
lier this year to gradually low-
er the corporate income tax 
and impose VAt on services 
and goods sold in Indonesia 
by global technology compa-
nies, among other things.

thirty-six technology com-
panies appointed by the gov-
ernment to collect these taxes 
had paid 97 billion rupiah 
($6.6 million) to the state cof-
fer as of September, accord-
ing to the tax office.

“However, we need to ac-
knowledge that the tax incen-
tives alone are not enough. It 
must be followed by reforms 
in other fields, especially in the 

context of [business] licences,” 
Febrio told reporters in a vir-
tual briefing on Monday.

“the jobs law mostly ad-
dresses the simplification of 
regulations. We hope this year’s 
reform and [improved] ease of 
doing business will gradually 
raise our tax ratio,” he added.

the government estimated 
the tax-to-gross-domestic-
product ratio to reach 8.57 per 
cent this year as the country 
is grappling with an econom-
ic downturn caused by the 
covid-19 pandemic. the fig-
ure would be lower than last 
year’s rate of 12.2 per cent.

the government expects the 
omnibus law, which altered 
more than 79 previous laws 
and eliminated thousands of 
provisions, to boost investment 
and create jobs in the country. 
the law regulates a wide range 
of processes and institutions, 
from labour and business li-
censing to education and the 
sovereign wealth fund.

the legislation, however, 
has been met with strong op-
position from labour unions, 
environmental groups and 
students that have taken to the 
streets nationwide to protest 
the lack of transparency in the 
law’s deliberations and some 
articles that threaten labour 
rights and the environment.

the House of representa-
tives has not released any offi-
cial text of the law since it was 
passed on october 5 but sev-
eral draft versions have been 
circulating among the public.

“We put this tax policy in 
place to boost economic activ-
ities, provide fairness and legal 
certainty and encourage com-
pliance. that is an overview of 
our instrument for reform,” 
said taxation director-general 
Suryo Utomo in the briefing.

Deputy finance minister 
Suahasil Nazara said the tax 
reform was necessary as it 
would simplify the tax ad-
ministration, increase com-

pliance and improve regula-
tions, information technology 
and human resources.

“We need to find the right bal-
ance for the tax policy in the con-
text of collecting revenue and 
boosting investment,” he said.

“these are the two reforms 
that we will seek to carry out 
in 2020 through various regu-
lations, both with regulations 
that were issued earlier this 
year and with ones that are still 
being finalised, including the 
inseparable Job creation Law.”

With the covid-19 pandem-
ic battering the economy, the 
government collected 676.9 
trillion rupiah in tax revenue 
as of August, marking a fall of 
15.6 per cent year-on-year.

“In the short run, these 
policies tend to reduce the 
government’s revenue,” bank 
Permata economist Josua 
Pardede said on Monday.

“However, as the investment 
grows following these incen-
tives, the government’s rev-
enue will potentially increase 
in the long run,” he said.

bawono Kristiaji, a partner 
at Danny Darussalam tax 
center, was not expecting the 
jobs law to lower tax revenue, 
especially in the long run.

“this law is directed toward 
giving legal certainty and [im-
proving] ease of doing busi-
ness so it can expand the tax 
base in the future,” he told 
The Jakarta Post via text mes-
sage on Monday.

“the Jobs creation Law 
clearly needs to be comple-
mented with a comprehen-
sive tax reform.” THE JAKARTA 

POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Cambodia exported 3.29 million tonnes of cassava last year, up 27 per cent from 2.59 million tonnes in 2018. POST STAFF

The tax reform aims to simplify the tax administration, increase compliance 
and improve regulations, information technology and human resources. 
ANTARA/THE JAKARTA POST
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A fruit war has broken out in 
China, where Malaysia’s Musang 
King is battling with Thailand’s 
Monthong to conquer the increas-
ingly lucrative durian market.

The Royal Thai Consulate-
General in Nanning, China, said 
Kuala Lumpur had stepped up 
its game earlier this month, 
bombarding Guangxi region 
with over 1,000 tonnes of 
Musang King durian for the 
“Durian Malaysia 2020” event.

Malaysia is exploiting “new 
normal” marketing channels, 
both online and offline, to 
tempt Chinese consumers with 
free samples and durian priced 
as low as one yuan ($0.15).

As a result, Malaysian durians 
are fast becoming popular in 
China, with October’s promo-
tion netting sales of 340,000 duri-
ans worth over 70 million yuan.

“Durian Malaysia 2020” also 
gives Malaysian entrepreneurs 
the chance to test Chinese tastes 
for processed products, including 
durian French fries, durian bever-
ages, coffee, tofu drinks, liquor, 
mooncakes and ice cream.

Thailand has always been the 
largest exporter of fresh durian 
to China, where the biggest 
markets are Guangxi and 
Guangdong province.

However, Monthong’s status 
as the durian king in China is 
now being threatened by 
Musang King, which Chinese 
consumers have dubbed 
“Maoshan Wang” and the 
“Hermes of durian”.

Over the past five years, the 
retail price of Musang King duri-
an has risen 300 per cent after 
China began importing whole 
frozen durian from Malaysia.

The price of Malaysian durian 
shot up from 60-75 baht ($1.93-
$2.41) per kg last year to 225-300 
baht this year, with premium 
varieties such as Musang King, 
Ochee and Sultan sold out.

The Malaysian government has 
urged farmers to expand durian 
cultivation, forecasting that by 
2030 export volume will increase 
50 per cent and Musang King 
production more than double.

Malaysia plans to increase its 
market share of frozen durian 
exported to China from 50 per 
cent to 75 per cent in the near 
future.

Durian are sold in China via 
online marketplaces such as 
the T-Mall website.

Si Hao, T-Mall’s operations man-
ager for Food, Vegetable, Fruit and 
Cool Business Group, said most 
durian traders on T-Mall sell Mon-

thong – which makes up more 
than 80 per cent of the Chinese 
market – and Chanee durian.

However, Malaysian durian 
entered the fast-expanding 
online market by using nitrogen-
freezing technology that extends 
the fruit’s expiry date from five 
days to 18 months and over-
comes seasonal restrictions.

Last year, durian was China’s 

top fruit import with a total 
value of $1.6 billion (up 47 per 
cent), surpassing fresh cherries 
at $1.4 billion for the first time.

China currently allows duri-
an shipments from Thailand 
and Malaysia, but Vietnam and 
the Philippines are now nego-
tiating to gain access to China’s 
durian market. THE NATION (THAI-

LAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

T
HE global pandemic bought 
on by the novel coronavirus 
has slammed the overseas 
operations of Japanese gen-

eral contractors.
Orders of large projects often un-

dertaken in emerging countries have 
been dwindling, and the implementa-
tion of measures to prevent infections 
from spreading at construction sites 
has led to significant cost increases.

If further delays occur in bringing 
infections under control, construction 
companies will likely face unforeseen 
complexities to their operations.

According to the Overseas Con-
struction Association of Japan Inc, 
an industry association of general 
contractors, the April to August val-
ue of overseas construction orders 
received by Japanese construction 
companies and their affiliates plum-
meted by 40 per cent compared to 
the same period last year.

The drop was largely due to the 
pandemic-driven global slowdown 
of economic activities.

“Compared to projects in Japan, 
overseas orders are slow to pro-
ceed,” said Shimizu Corp chairman 
Yoichi Miyamoto.

The additional cost spent on con-
struction sites is also a source of 
growing concern.

The Singapore government has de-
manded workers be provided with 
lodgings prepared with anti-infec-
tion measures, leaving the general 
contractors no option but to rent ho-
tels or build new accommodations.

Companies are also required to 
reduce staff at construction sites to 
avoid creating crowded environ-
ments. If a construction period is 
pushed back as a result, it will incur 
extra costs, which will hurt the firms.

In March, Sumitomo Mitsui Con-
struction Co was forced to suspend 
its railway construction project 
in the Philippines when about 20 
Japanese employees involved in the 
work had to return to Japan to avoid 
infections.

Negotiations between the general 

contractors and the order-placing 
emerging-countries’ governments 
will likely be rough going over who 
will bear the prolonged construc-
tion period and the interruption of 
work costs. In many cases global 
pandemics were not envisioned 
when contracts were signed.

The pandemic is also affecting 
equipment installation in buildings.

Toshiba Corp is experiencing de-
lays in exports of elevators and com-
mercial air conditioners, mainly 

because of the increased difficulties 
when dispatching engineers from Ja-
pan to overseas locations to perform 
final quality checks on equipment.

The Ministry of Land, Infrastruc-
ture, Transport and Tourism has ju-
risdiction over the general contract-
ing industry. Last year, minister and 
vice-minister-level trips overseas 
were held to promote Japanese con-
struction firms on over 30 occasions.

However, this fiscal year, due to the 
pandemic, none have been held.

The ministry’s budget request for 
next fiscal year includes the cost of 
commissioning work to local con-
sultants in emerging countries to 
conduct demand survey on infra-
structure development.

Also included in the request is the 
opening of consultation services 
for small and midsize general con-
tractors to strengthen support and 
increase the odds of winning bids 
on construction projects. THE YOMIURI 

SHIMBUN (JAPAN)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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VN telecom 
giant to sell 
6% stake in 
Viettel Post

VIETNAMESE military-run 
telecom giant Viettel plans 
to divest a six per cent 

stake in its affiliate Viettel Post 
Joint Stock Corporation (VTP) via a 
public auction at the Hanoi Stock 
Exchange next month.

The information was announced 
by Viettel Post during a meeting 
with analysts late last week, Viet-
namBiz reported.

At the event, representatives 
from some investment funds said 
the six per cent divestment was 
much lower than the expected 16 
per cent announced earlier.

According to Viettel, the divest-
ment will be carried out following 
the group’s roadmap to ensure 
the benefits of investors. The 
next divestment roadmap will be 
implemented in the new restruc-
turing period of Viettel, between 
2021 and 2025.

A Viettel representative revealed 
the group plans to list VTP 
shares on Ho Chi Minh City Stock 
Exchange to ensure better liquidity 
of the shares. The share listing on 
Vietnam’s main exchange is expec-
ted to be conducted in 2021-2025.

Earlier, Viettel announced it 
would divest from three of its mem-
ber units listed on the stock market 
including Viettel Post Joint Stock 
Corporation (VTP), Viettel Construc-
tion Joint Stock Corporation (CTR) 
and Viettel Consultant and Design 
Joint Stock Company (VTK).

Currently, Viettel owns 68.08 per 
cent of the charter capital of Viettel 
Post, 63.12 per cent capital in Viettel 
Construction and 68 per cent equity 
of Viettel Consultant and Design. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Hurdles, tumbling 
orders plaguing 
int’l operations of 
Japan contractors

If further delays occur in bringing infections under control, construction companies will likely face unforeseen complexities to their 
operations. THE YOMIURI SHIMBUN

Last year, durian was China’s top fruit import with a total value of $1.6 
billion (up 47 per cent), surpassing fresh cherries at $1.4 billion for the 
first time. UNSPLASH

Trung Nam launches $518M solar power project

Thai Monthong faces M’sia’s ‘King’ 
in battle for China’s durian market

TRUNG Nam Group on Monday 
inaugurated the 450MW Trung 
Nam-Thuan Nam solar power 
farm project, a 500kV transform-
er station and 220/500kV trans-
mission line in Vietnam’s Ninh 
Thuan province.

The 12 trillion dong ($518 mil-
lion) project spans more than 
557ha in Phuoc Minh commune, 
Thuan Nam district including 
more than 17km of transmission 
lines of 500kV, 220kV stretching 
from Ninh Thuan to Binh Thuan 
province.

Ninh Thuan provincial Peo-
ple’s Committee chairman Luu 
Xuan Vinh said: “This is consid-
ered a historic milestone in 

Vietnam’s energy industry 
when private enterprises 
invested in energy transmis-
sion infrastructure.”

As the first-ever private enter-
prise so far allowed to invest in 
national grid transmission infra-
structure, Vinh said the project 
was reflecting how the Politbu-
ro’s Resolution No 55-NQ/TW on 
Vietnam’s strategic orientations 
for national energy development 
through 2030 has encouraged 
private enterprises to invest in 
building renewable energy infra-
structure.

“The project has contributed 
to making Ninh Thuan a 
national renewable energy 

centre,” Vinh added.
Vinh said it would also make 

an important contribution to 
easing the rate of unused plants 
that wasted thousands of bil-
lions of dong each year and 
improve the business environ-
ment in the province.

In Vietnam, though there is a 
risk of electricity shortage but 
many experts told the media 
because the infrastructure includ-
ing electric lines and transformer 
stations is not synchronised, lots 
of renewal projects failed to gen-
erate their full capacity on the 
national electricity grid.

The plant started operating 
on September 29 and is expect-

ed to produce 1.2 billion kWh of 
electricity in the first year and 
more than one billion kWh from 
renewable sources every year.

Trung Nam Group director-
general Nguyen Tam Tien said 
that though the project requires 
complicated implementation 
in the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
group with high determination 
completed in 102 days from the 
middle of May with the hard 
work of 8,000 officials, engi-
neers and workers.

Tien said the project will con-
tribute important capacity for 
regional power grids in Ninh 
Thuan and the south-central 
coast.

Two transformer stations of 
the project, with a total capac-
ity of 1.800MVA and lines 
designed to improve connectiv-
ity, will increase system reliabil-
ity in the regional power grid.

Trung Nam Group is also the 
executing unit of Ca Na gen-
eral seaport project with the 
capacity of 70,000-100,000 
DWT per year in Ninh Thuan.

Once finished by December 
2022, the seaport will play a key 
role in supporting the transpor-
tation of equipment, especially 
super-heavy equipment for 
renewable energy projects and 
gas power projects in the field 
in the province. VIET NAM NEWS
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What reinfections imply for covid
c

oVID-19 patients may ex-
perience more severe symp-
toms the second time they 
are infected, according to 

research released on tuesday confirm-
ing it is possible to catch the potentially 
deadly disease more than once.

A study published in The Lancet 
Infectious Diseases journal charts the 
first confirmed case of covid-19 rein-
fection in the US – the country worst 
hit by the pandemic – and indicates 
that exposure to the virus may not 
guarantee future immunity.

the patient, a 25-year-old Nevada 
man, was infected with two distinct 
variants of SArS-coV-2, the virus 
that causes covid-19, within a 48-
day time frame.

the second infection was more 
severe than the first, resulting in the 
patient being hospitalised with oxy-
gen support.

the paper noted four other cases of 
reinfection confirmed globally, with 

one patient each in belgium, the Neth-
erlands, Hong Kong and ecuador.

experts said the prospect of re-
infection could have a profound 
impact on how the world battles 
through the pandemic.

In particular, it could influence the 
hunt for a vaccine – the currently Holy 
Grail of pharmaceutical research.

“the possibility of reinfections could 
have significant implications for our 
understanding of covid-19 immunity, 
especially in the absence of an effec-
tive vaccine,” said Mark Pandori, for 
the Nevada State Public Health Labo-
ratory and lead study author.

“We need more research to under-
stand how long immunity may last 
for people exposed to SArS-coV-2 
and why some of these second in-
fections, while rare, are presenting 
as more severe.”

Vaccines work by triggering the 
body’s natural immune response to a 
certain pathogen, arming it with an-

tibodies it to fight off future waves of 
infection.

but it is not at all clear how long 
covid-19 antibodies last.

For some diseases, such as mea-
sles, infection confers lifelong im-
munity. For other pathogens, im-
munity may be fleeting at best.

the authors said the US patient 
could have been exposed to a very 
high dose of the virus the second 
time around, triggering a more 
acute reaction.

Alternatively, it may have been a 
more virulent strain of the virus.

Another hypothesis is a mechanism 
known as antibody dependent en-
hancement – that is, when antibodies 
actually make subsequent infections 
worse, such as with dengue fever.

the researchers pointed out that 
reinfection of any kind remains rare, 
with only a handful of confirmed 
cases out of tens of millions of 
covid-19 infections globally.

However, since many cases are as-
ymptomatic and therefore unlikely to 
have tested positive initially, it may be 
impossible to know if a given covid-19 
case is the first or second infection.

In a linked comment to The Lan-
cet paper, Akiko Iwasaka, a professor 
of Immunobiology and Molecular, 
cellular and Developmental biology 
at Yale University, said the findings 
could impact public health mea-
sures.

“As more cases of reinfection sur-
face, the scientific community will 
have the opportunity to understand 
better the correlates of protection 
and how frequently natural infec-
tions with SArS-coV-2 induce that 
level of immunity,” she said.

“this information is key to un-
derstanding which vaccines are ca-
pable of crossing that threshold to 
confer individual and herd immu-
nity,” added Iwasaka, who was not 
involved in the study. AFP

bANGLADeSH introduced the 
death penalty for rape on Monday 
after days of protests sparked by a 
string of sexual assaults, the govern-
ment said.

Demonstrations have broken out 
across the country after harrowing 
footage of a group of men stripping 
and attacking a woman went viral 
on social media.

the clip sparked outrage in the 
South Asian country, where activists 
say only a tiny percentage of sexual 
assault victims see justice.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
was also facing an internal outcry 
within the ruling party’s ranks over 
her perceived inaction, before her 
government approved the capital 
punishment proposal at a meeting 
in Dhaka.

Justice minister Anisul Huq told 
AFP the law would be put into effect 
by the president on tuesday.

Previously the maximum punish-
ment for rape was life imprisonment.

National anger over the issue has 
been simmering since last month, 
when members of the ruling party’s 
student wing were arrested and 
charged in a separate gang rape 
case.

Protesters in the capital Dhaka 
and elsewhere have demanded stiff-
er punishments for rape, faster trials 
for rapists and an end to what they 
see as a culture of impunity.

Some have also called for Hasina’s 
resignation, an unusual show of 
public defiance in a country where 
open criticism of the premier has 
become increasingly rare.

rallies continued on Monday in 
central Dhaka despite heavy mon-
soon rains, with hundreds of people 
condemning the recent arrest of stu-
dent leaders by authorities attempt-
ing to suppress the protests.

bangladesh has hanged 23 people 
since 2013 while at least another 
1,718 are on death row, according to 
a local rights group. AFP

bangladesh 
to execute 
rapists after 
many days 
of fiery rallies

DePrIVeD of his beloved cam-
paign trail for 10 days by covid-
19, US President Donald trump 
took centre stage again on Mon-
day in the state of Florida, vow-
ing that he is in “great shape” 
with 22 days to go until he faces 
Joe biden in the election.

“I went through it and now 
they say I’m immune,” trump 
told a cheering crowd in San-
ford, near orlando, few of 
whom wore masks.

“I feel so powerful. I’ll walk 
in there, I’ll kiss everyone in 
that audience. I’ll kiss the guys 
and the beautiful women, just 
give you a big fat kiss.”

trump’s medical team an-
nounced he had tested nega-
tive and was no longer conta-

gious as he jetted to Florida 
– the first of four battleground 
states he plans to visit over 
the next four days. His claim 
of immunity is unproven.

trailing his Democratic 
challenger by double digits in 
the polls, trump is seeking to 
rally his base on a blitz of key 
swing states.

In rare form just a week af-
ter his release from hospital, 
trump’s hour-long speech 
called on all of his campaign 
classics – vicious attacks 
against “crooked Hillary” 
clinton and the “corrupt” 
press, alarmist warnings 
against the “radical left” and 
the “socialist nightmare”.

trump also mocked his 

opponent, whom he has 
nicknamed “Sleepy Joe”, say-
ing that “practically nobody 
showed up” to biden’s cam-
paign event.

Unlike trump, biden has 
been following public health 
guidelines during the pan-
demic, hosting socially-dis-
tanced campaign events that 
sharply contrast with trump’s 
packed, largely maskless ex-
travaganzas – including a re-
cent celebration at the White 
House described by experts 
as a “superspreader”.

‘Unconscionable’
“oh, do I like Florida,” 

trump told the crowd. the 
state could play a crucial role 

on November 3.
the president brushed aside 

poll numbers, saying: “Four 
years ago we had the same 
thing. We are going to lose Flor-
ida, they said four years ago.

“twenty-two days from now, 
we are going to win this state, 
we are going to win four more 
years in the White House!”

He also lauded his nominee 
for Supreme court justice, 
Amy coney barrett.

the republican-controlled 
Senate will begin hearings for 
the 48-year-old judge, whose 
confirmation – over which 
there is little doubt – will shift 
the nation’s highest court 
firmly to the right, possibly 
for generations.

“She’s going to be a fantastic 
US Supreme court Justice,” 
trump said.

“Who would have thought 
we’re on number three, you 
know?” he asked, referring to 
the justices he has appointed 
to the court since taking office.

before trump, 74, left for 
Florida, his physician Sean 
conley said the president was 
now negative and no longer 
“infectious to others” – follow-
ing consecutive rapid tests and 
taking into account a number 
of other health metrics.

Patients are normally 
classed as negative only af-
ter taking the more sensitive 
polymerase chain reaction 
(Pcr) test – drawing suspi-

cion from experts on social 
media that trump’s doctors 
had administered these but 
had not received the results 
they were looking for.

biden, meanwhile, attacked 
the president ahead of the 
rally for playing down the 
threat of the virus early in the 
pandemic.

“trump knew how danger-
ous the disease was but did 
nothing,” biden said ahead 
of the rally. “Why didn’t he tell 
us? Why didn’t he warn us?”

“His reckless personal con-
duct since his diagnosis has 
been unconscionable,” biden 
added. “the longer Donald 
trump is president, the more 
reckless he seems to get.” AFP

‘I feel so powerful,’ trump tells fans on post-virus tour

A study published in The Lancet Infectious Diseases journal indicates that exposure to the virus may not guarantee future immunity. NURPHOTO/AFP
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ASEAN

t
Hree storms could 
be heading thai-
land’s way and nine 
provinces in the 

Northeastern region could 
face the direct impact, the 
thai Meteorological Depart-
ment has warned.

Kornrawee Sitthichivapak, 
the department’s deputy 
director-general, said tropi-
cal storm “Linfa” that is cov-
ering Laos has weakened to 
monsoon depression which 
would soon reach thailand’s 
Northeast, affecting Mukda-
han, roi et, Yasothon, Amnat 
charoen, Ubon ratchathani, 
Sisaket, Surin, buriram and 
Nakhon ratchasima.

the monsoon trough and 
southwest monsoon are other 
factors that would increase the 
volume of rain in provinces in 
the southern region, such as 
Phetchaburi, Prachuap Khiri 
Khan, Krabi, Phuket, Phang-
nga, Satun and trang.

Moreover, thailand might 
also be confronted by a de-
pression in the South china 
Sea becoming a tropical 
storm, while a low-pressure 
area near the Philippines 
had the potential of growing 
stronger.

Vietnam braces for typhoon 
Meanwhile, ongoing heavy 

rains and flooding has killed 
20 people in Vietnam’s central 
provinces, and 14 more have 
been reported missing, as the 
country braces for the sev-
enth typhoon to hit this year.

the National centre for 
Hydro-Meteorological Fore-
casting on Monday after-
noon said the low pressure 
out in the north of the South 
china Sea (known in Vietnam 
as the east Sea) had strength-
ened into a typhoon interna-
tionally known as Nangka.

Nangka is forecast to make 
landfall in the north-central 
part of Vietnam on Wednes-
day, while the accompanying 
rains could cover the central 
region already battered by 
torrential downpours over 
the last few days.

the centre forecast that 
central provinces would face 
heavy rains ranging from 
150 to 300mm on tuesday 

and Wednesday.
the National Steering 

committee for Natural Di-
saster Prevention and con-
trol issued an urgent letter on 
Monday asking the bureau to 
closely supervise the devel-
opment of the low pressure 
system and issue warnings 
to localities and ships.

Ministries, sectors and lo-
calities were instructed to 
cooperate with and super-
vise boats and ships operat-
ing in danger areas, and keep 
in contact with their owners.

Authorities also instructed 
boats and ships to find safe 
harbour and to take mea-
sures to ensure the safety of 
local people and tourists on 
islands and in coastal areas.

Aquaculture farmers should 
be kept informed of the de-
velopment of the low pres-
sure system, the letter said.

the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs was also asked to 
contact countries and ter-
ritories to ask for shelter for 
Vietnamese fishermen.

 
Deluge

the ongoing downpour, 
exacerbated by typhoon 
Linfa which hit the central 
region on Sunday morning 
before weakening to a low 
pressure area, destroyed 
a total of 382 houses and 
flooded 109,034 others, and 
damaged 108 sections of na-

tional highways and 8.6km 
of provincial highways.

the disaster caused big 
losses to agricultural pro-
duction by destroying 584ha 
of rice, 3,879ha of vegetable, 
2,141ha of aquaculture, 
whilst killing about 150,700 
cattle and poultry.

In Danang, many com-
munes were submerged by 
rising floods worsened by 
water discharged from hy-
dropower reservoirs.

As of 7am on Monday 
morning, the communes 
of Hoa Phong, Hoa Nhon, 
Hoa Lien, Hoa Khuong, Hoa 
chau and Hoa tien were 
badly submerged, affect-

ing the lives of 3,000 local 
households in 38 hamlets.

In the mountainous dis-
tricts of Hoa Vang, Lien 
chieu and cam Le, there 
was high risk of flash floods 
and landslides.

At present, 882 house-
holds in typhoon-affected 
areas have been moved to 
safer areas.

Meanwhile, people in the 
central province of thua 
thien-Hue are entering 

their fifth day of flooding 
and heavy rain.

rainfall of over 1,000mm 
flooded areas near the bo 
river, badly affecting to 
districts of Phong Dien 
and Quang Dien, as well as 
Huong tra township.

Local people have been 
suffering from food shortages 
due to disrupted transport.

Hoang Sinh, a resident of 
Phong Hien commune, told 
Vietnam News Agency that 
his family’s food reserves were 
running due to the prolonged 
rain and flooding, and they 
were down to a few packs of 
instant noodles and rice.

tran Duc thien, chairman 

of Phong Hien commune, 
said the local government 
was trying to reach local 
households to supply food, 
drink and medicine.

“the floods surged rapidly 
and people in low-lying ar-
eas could not keep up. Wa-
ter spilled into their houses 
submerging them up to 1m,” 
said tran Van Hoan from 
Huong tra township.

“the whole family had 
to move to a neighbour’s 

house. For several days, we 
only had instant noodles to 
survive,” said Hoan.

“this is the worst flood 
since 2006. It has badly af-
fected 70 per cent of local 
people,” said Pham cong 
Phuoc, vice-chairman of 
Quang thai commune.

the provincial Steering 
committee for Natural Di-
saster and rescue reported 
that as of 6pm on Sunday, 
three people had died, while 
seven were injured and an-
other was missing.

Nineteen houses had, and 
53,385 houses and 360ha of 
crops had been flooded.

More than 100km of coast-
line from Huong river across 
Huong tho commune and 
Huong tra township was se-
verely damaged by erosion. 
About 300m of the dyke in 
Quang Phu commune, Quang 
Dien district was also hit.

In Hue, more than 50 per 
cent of roads in 27 wards and 
2,560 houses were flooded 
as of Monday morning.

In Quang tri province, the 
flooding dramatically in-
creased on Monday morning.

From late on Sunday 
night, in the upstream area 
of the thach Han river, 152 
to 277mm fell in Dakrong 
district.

the downpour made the 
water in the thach Han and o 
Lau rivers reach alert levels.

the river water levels were 
forecast to continue rising 
today and next days.

to cope with the situation, 
Quang tri authorities have 
asked the central govern-
ment to supply materials and 
rescue equipment, including 
two amphibious vehicles, 27 
boats, rescue equipment and 
chemicals for disinfection.

the week-long rain killed 
six and injured two in the 
province, with a further 
six reported missing in the 
province.

Sections of National High-
way 9, the Ho chi Minh 
trail and main roads in the 
mountainous districts of 
Dakrong and Huong Hoa 
have also been badly dam-
aged. THE NATION (THAILAND), VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

PetroLeUM trading Lao Public 
company (Petrotrade) has signed an 
agreement with the National con-
sulting Group Sole co Ltd to conduct 
an environmental and social impact 
assessment to ensure the Laos-Viet-
nam railway Project is developed in 
compliance with international envi-
ronmental and social standards.

the parties were represented by 
Petrotrade business development 
director Pariya Nuanthasing and 
National consulting Group deputy 
chairwoman Xaiythany chan-
thavongsa.

the agreement is meant to take 
forward the development of the 
Laos-Vietnam railway Project, a 
statement said.

After signing a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) for the de-
tailed design of the project with the 
Lao government in october last year, 

Petrotrade cooperated with its part-
ners such as the state enterprises of 
Indonesian railway Development 
consortium and transportation 
engineering Design Incorporation 
Vietnam in order to further design 
and complete the works assigned by 
the Lao government.

the Laos-Vietnam railway Project is 
a strategic logistic development project 
between the Lao government and Viet-
nam that both countries have accorded 
priority to for development.

the project will help the socio-
economic development of both 
countries by logistically and com-
mercially linking thakhaek in 
Khammuan province of Laos to 
Vung Ang Port in Ha tinh province 
of Vietnam.

this is in accordance with the Lao 
national development strategy to 
transform the country from a land-

locked to a land-linked country, 
in order to resolve the obstacles to 
Laos’ national development such as 
the high cost of logistics, transporta-
tion and lack of infrastructure.

the Laos-Vietnam railway is an 
integral part of the Lao Logistics 
Link strategy that includes the de-
velopment of railways, highways 
and dry ports and optimising the 
use of Vung Ang Port, which is the 
closest point of access to sea trans-
portation for Laos.

the Laos-Vietnam railway Project 
from thakhaek to Vung Ang Port is a 
single track railway line with an ap-
proximate length of 240km and it is ex-
pected to begin its construction by the 
end of next year. the expected com-
mencement operation date is 2025.

Petrotrade is an industry leading 
company that is publicly listed on 
the Lao Securities exchange and has 

been given the honour of jointly de-
veloping strategic projects such as 
the Laos-Vietnam railway, Vung Ang 
Port and Vientiane Logistics Park (Dry 
Port) with the Lao government.

the company was founded in April 
2008 with the vision of delivering 
quality oil at a fair price to all areas 
for better quality of life. Petrotrade 
has since diversified its business to 
include investments into national 
energy, logistics and infrastructure 
projects that will contribute and add 
more value to the socio-economic 
development of Laos.

the National consulting Group is 
a reputable environmental consulta-
tion company that has many years of 
experience in conducting studies on 
environmental and social impact for 
various national projects, including 
the Laos-china railway project. VIEN-

TIANE TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

tHe Indonesian government has 
initiated various efforts to secure 
access to a covid-19 vaccine.

coordinating Minister for eco-
nomic Affairs Airlangga Hartarto, 
who also helms the national eco-
nomic recovery and covid-19 re-
sponse team, said in a virtual meet-
ing on Monday that the government 
aimed to secure 320 million doses of 
a covid-19 vaccine.

When asked about its halal sta-
tus, Airlangga explained that the 
government had consulted with the 
Indonesian Ulema council (MUI) 
to ensure the vaccine would receive 
halal certification.

“[We have discussed it] with MUI 
and insya Allah [God willing] the vac-
cine will be halal,” he said. the halal 
status of potential covid-19 vaccines 
has been a major concern for many.

earlier this month, Vice-President 
and senior Muslim cleric Ma’ruf Amin 
said the potential covid-19 vaccine 
currently being developed by the gov-
ernment did not have to be halal.

Vice-presidential spokesperson 
Masduki baidowi said Ma’ruf’s state-
ment was made during a meeting with 
coordinating Minister for Maritime 
Affairs and Investment Luhut binsar 
Pandjaitan about progress in the de-
velopment of the vaccine candidate 
currently being developed by chinese 
biopharmaceutical company Sino-
vac in partnership with state-owned 
pharmaceutical firm Pt bio Farma.

tempo.co reported on Monday 
that the covid-19 Vaccine Inspec-
tion team, which comprises the 
Indonesian Food and Drug Moni-
toring Agency (bPoM), the Ministry 
of Health, MUI and representatives 
of Pt bio Farma, would fly to china 
on Wednesday to inspect the quality 
and halal status of the Sinovac and 
cansino vaccine candidates.

“the halal status of the Sinovac 
and cansino [potential] vaccines 
will be guaranteed through MUI 
participating in the data research 
process,” bio Farma president di-
rector Honesti basyir said in a state-
ment on Monday.

With regard to covid-19 vaccine 
procurement, Airlangga said the 
government was working to secure a 
vaccine supply in the fourth quarter 
of this year.

He explained that british-Swedish 
multinational pharmaceutical and bio-
pharmaceutical company AstraZeneca 
had committed to provide 100 million 
doses of a vaccine to Indonesia.

He added that health minister 
terawan Agus Putranto, Minister of 
State-owned enterprises erick tho-
hir and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
retno LP Marsudi were currently 
preparing the first 50 million doses 
of a vaccine.

Airlangga also said that President 
Joko “Jokowi” Widodo had signed 
Presidential regulation No 99/2020 
on vaccine procurement. When 
asked about the status of the vac-
cine candidate currently being de-
veloped by Sinovac in partnership 
with bio Farma, he replied that the 
result would be released in Decem-
ber, according to the plan.

In addition to developing vaccines, 
the government has also discussed 
vaccine procurement with other phar-
maceutical companies, including 
Pfizer and Johnson & Johnson. based 
on the plans, Airlangga said he was 
certain the government would have a 
sufficient vaccine supply for the coun-
try. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

thailand, Vietnam caught in the line 
of fire from increased storm activity

Study set for Laos-Vietnam railway Project

Indonesian 
minister says 
virus vaccine 
will be halal

A person in Thua Thien-Hue province receives food supplies from the military. VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

The whole family had to move 
to a neighbour’s house. For 
several days, we only had 
instant noodles to survive



RECENTLY, another wave of 
Covid-19 pandemic returns 
and hits some countries in 
Asia. Domestic flights are 
suspended. Schools are 
closed.  Civilians are quaran-
tined and isolated. People 
wear masks voluntarily or 
involuntarily in public areas, 
office places and interchange 
stations. They panic. Some of 
them have already lost their 
jobs. They are also afraid they 

would get sick. The pandem-
ic should be put to a stop, or 
at least under control.

Asia is the most populous 
continent. Some countries such 
as the Philippines, India, Korea 
and Japan record new con-
firmed cases every day. Some 
cities are even placed in lock-
down. China has recovered 
shortly after the outbreak of the 
Covid-19. The Chinese medical 
and research teams accumu-
lated valuable clinical experi-
ences in combating the corona-
virus early this year. They have 
plenty of successful stories and 

are willing to share with their 
Asian co-field workers. 

For instance, a joint team of 
medical experts from China was 
visiting Cambodia, sharing their 
experiences and know-how on 
fighting the pandemic with the 
Cambodian medics. The Chi-
nese also teach the locals how 
to set up temporary medical 
centres and wards, with hygiene 
up to standard, to cope with the 
potential increase in demand of 
medical resources.

In China, citizens are issued 
with a “Health Code” to access 
government buildings, public 

transportation, hotel accom-
modations, etc. Newly infected 
cases are spotted and isolated 
in the shortest practical dura-
tion.  The Chinese have also 
developed a tactic in which 
stadiums and convention cen-
tres are converted to a tempo-
rary medical centre within a 
few days. Now, the daily life-
style of the Chinese resumes. 
The economic activities, as 
well as dining and entertain-
ment, return to normal.

Currently, the situation of 
Covid-19 pandemic in some 
Asian countries is critical. It is 

worth worrying. The pandem-
ic stands a risk to be widespread 
in cities if precautions are not 
taken. Foreign medical aids 
ought to be deployed to pre-
vent situations getting worse. 
Covid-19 recognises no geo-
graphical boundaries. Let us 
join our hands together to 
defend and defeat the pan-
demic by safeguarding and 
restoring the public confidence 
to our healthcare system.
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Opinion

P
ARTICIPATIoN in global and 
regional supply chains has 
been one of the most reliable 
economic growth strategies, 

especially for developing countries in 
Asia and the Pacific. Smooth and effi-
cient connectivity in both trade and 
transport has been indispensable to 
the region’s pursuit of the 2030 Agen-
da for Sustainable Development.  

Yet, containment measures for the 
Covid-19 pandemic have significant-
ly interrupted production, transport, 
and distribution of essential goods. 
They exposed vulnerabilities in sup-
ply and underscored the costs of bor-
der procedures for transport and 
trade, which require extensive 
human contacts and increase the risk 
of infection. Small and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs), which worked 
hard to enter supply chains, saw their 
livelihoods gone. 

As Covid-19 crisis forced us to catch 
up with the digital future much faster 
than usual, there have been tremen-
dous opportunities offered through 
digitalisation. Trade and supply con-
nections still functioned during lock-
downs as customs and other govern-
ment institutions not only streamlined 
their procedures but also turned to 
contactless and paperless trade.  

SMEs surviving the crisis did so 
because of their agility to speedily 
move to digital business operations. 
businesses in textile, apparel, foot-
wear, transport, and other sectors 
have almost entirely converted to 
digital operation.  

Though a partial digital transition 
has occurred, supply chains face 

challenges in economies grappling 
with inferior quality and costly digital 
connectivity. The public sector now 
must catch up with the private sector 
to speed up moving government 
services to digital platforms. Creating 
enabling legal environment and 
investing in hard digital infrastruc-
ture must be prioritised in Covid-19 
recovery packages.  

businesses, supported by their 
associations, are keen to adopt envi-
ronmental sustainability principles 
as an innovation mindset by taking 
opportunity of global reshoring and 
redrafting of supply chains. Reena-
bling trade and investment and 
strengthening connectivity can only 
be done with coordinated and col-
laborative government actions at the 
regional level based on mutual trust, 

solidarity, and sustainability.  
Trade, connectivity and global sup-

ply chains, particularly sustainable 
and green trade, is not a zero-sum 
game. To achieve that, platforms on 
trade and transport initiatives to rally 
regional solutions to cross-border 
challenges are essential. 

Developing appropriate provisions 
in Regional Trade Agreements (RTAs) 
can address crises like the pandemic. 
Despite countries in Asia and the 
Pacific having more than half of the 
world’s RTAs, not many have specific 
provisions to govern trade policy in 
situations like Covid-19 pandemic. 
With a relatively weak multilateral 
trading system, a “free for all” behav-
iour has developed, with many coun-
tries imposing trade restrictions 
without any regard for the interna-

tional rules or those under the RTAs 
they have signed. The ongoing UN-
wide initiative to develop model pro-
visions in RTAs to address a pandem-
ic-like crisis is a significant step 
forward.  

Enhanced support for trade facilita-
tion, trade digitalisation and develop-
ment of paperless and contactless 
trade remains a priority. Accelerating 
trade digitalisation is key to progress. 
The Framework Agreement on Facili-
tation of Cross-border Paperless Trade 
in Asia and the Pacific is expected to 
cut trade costs by 25 per cent.  

Finally, we must move forward rap-
idly to achieve digital, resilient, and 
decarbonised regional connectivity. 
The platforms provided by the Asian 
Highway Network and the Trans-
Asian Railway Network have already 
brought countries together to cap-
ture and analyse their policy respons-
es and impacts on regional connec-
tivity. This resulted in concrete 
proposals on collaborative actions to 
improve its pandemic response in 
Asia and the Pacific.  

Despite standing at a difficult cross-
roads, we can ensure that the path 
ahead is stronger, smoother, and well-
connected than before. Through 
ongoing partnerships among the UN 
family, the UN Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP) is working together with 
member states and the private sector 
to accelerate achievement of the Sus-
tainable Development Goals and 
realise a sustainable recovery from 
the Covid-19 crisis. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

The writer is the UN under-secretary-general 
and executive secretary of the UN Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

The writer is a PhD student and a 
veteran current affairs commentator 
based in Hong Kong

opinion
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Chu Kar-kin

Forging resilient regional supply 
chains and connectivity

Smooth and efficient connectivity in both trade and transport has been indispensable to 
the region’s pursuit of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. AfP

Chinese experience may help nations quell Covid
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creativity & Innovation
rugby-playing robots face off in capital
Pann Rethea

A
HeAD of the 2020 cambodia 
National rugby champion-
ship on october 31 at rcAF 
old Stadium, robots created 

by 10 college teams showcased their 
ability to pass and shoot in front of a 
crowd of about 400 facemask-wear-
ing spectators who greeted each goal 
with cheers and applause.

the 7th national robocon cam-
bodia took over Dombol tuk Hall at 
the royal University of Phnom Penh 
on october 3 with Minister of Infor-
mation Khieu Kanharith and Minis-
ter of education, Youth and Sports 
Hang chuon Naron in attendance.

According to the event’s organiser 
Pang chamnan, teams of two robots 
faced off in three-minute rugby-style 
contests. teams were awarded points 
for scoring tries and completing goal 
kicks.

“this year we have 10 teams from 
six different universities and institutes. 
each team consists of between three to 
seven members,” chamnan says.

the royal University of Phnom Penh, 
the Institute of technology of cambo-
dia, the National Polytechnic Institute 
of cambodia (NPIc) and Preah Kos-
somak Polytechnic Institute sent two 
teams each to the contest while the 
National University of Management 
and National technical training Insti-
tute sent one each.

After four rounds of competitions, the 
NPIc teams finished first and second.

chamnan says: “the first winning 
team, called NPIc02, received 1.2 mil-
lion riel ($293) and the second win-
ning team, NPIc01, got 800,000 riel.

“In the final round, two teams from 
NPIc went head-to-head. NPIc02 
earned 95 points and NPIc01 scored 
46 points.”

Awards were given to the other 
teams for engineering, design and 
popularity. A toyota special award 
was also handed out.

“those who didn’t win also re-
ceived a money prize as an appre-
ciation,” chamnan says.
 
Gearing up for global competition

the contest was organised by the 
National television of cambodia 
under the Ministry of Information 
in search of a team to represent 
cambodia at the Asia-Pacific broad-
casting Union robot contest (AbU 
robocon) with other students from 

20 countries in Suva, Fiji.
It’s not a coincidence that Fiji’s 

national pastime, rugby, was cho-
sen as a theme. but the sport is 
unfamiliar to many cambodian 
students, so each team spent the 
early days of the project practising 
the sport to understand the rules 
before designing their robots.

AbU robocon was postponed due 
to the pandemic and it has yet to be 
rescheduled.

robocon cambodia was also initial-
ly planned for May but was delayed 
until october 3 due to the pandemic.

the delay gave students more time 
to test and improve their robots, but 
they also found it hard to get the parts 
they needed from other countries.

NPIc02’s leader Sun thara says: 
“the outstanding feature about our 
rugby robots are the speed and ac-
curacy with which they score goals. 

“My team has eight members, 
but only one of them is a girl. We 
have people who are in charge of 
circuits, mechanics and software. 
Some of us are responsible for de-

sign and programming and some 
are in charge of electronics and 
assembling parts,” adds thara, an 
electronic engineering major.

“I think we work smoothly. the 
challenge was to make the robot 
kick the ball. We also had to do a lot 
of studying about the rules of the 
game, kicking techniques, catching 
and scoring goals.”

Vong Daleng, NPIc01’s leader and a 
mechanical engineering major, made 
sure to develop strong connections 
within his team before getting to work. 

“then we could start to sharpen our 
ideas in designing the appearance of 
our robot. the most challenging part is 
to understand the algorithm of throw-
ing and catching the ball. We had to 
test several times until we found well-
defined instructions which could be 
implemented in the rugby game,” the 
21-year-old Daleng says.

“We tried our best to reach the maxi-
mum accuracy and we focused on 
speed so that our rugby robots would 
score as many points as possible.

“the next step, which is also a 

challenging one, is building the ro-
bots and assembling parts. cutting 
and welding took us a lot of effort. 
After building the robots, we had to 
do many trial tests to see their abil-
ity performing tasks and modify 
it until we agreed that they are fit 
to compete on the playing field.” 

Skills for the future
the two NPIc teams were super-

vised by their teacher thlang Sochen.
“We have two teams and four ro-

bots from our school. each team 
consists of students from three ma-
jors: mechanics, electronics, and 
electrical. We divided the task ac-
cording to their skills,” Sochen says.

“Mechanical engineering students 
are in charge of designing how the 
robots will look. electronic engi-
neering students work with elec-
tronic circuit design and electric en-
gineering students focus on electric 
power systems. the result comes 
from their integrated ideas and ef-
forts in designing and building.”

Sochen is proud to see his stu-

dents grow their confidence and 
skills and hopes they will become 
assets for cambodia, which needs 
more human resources in science, 
technology, engineering and math-
ematics (SteM).

As a supervisor and teacher, 
Sochen notices the growing confi-
dence and ability in his students. 

“before the contest, they only studied 
theory and lessons in the classroom. 
While they were working together, 
they learned practical skills and what it 
was like to work as a team.”

“It was an interesting experience 
and a learning journey for them. It’s 
such an eye-opening project when 
they applied what they learned from 
electronic circuit design and soft-
ware programming into a robot.”

besides their SteM knowledge 
and skills, chamnan echoed the im-
portance of good teamwork to suc-
ceed in the competition.

“All team members had to work 
together and combine their knowl-
edge, skills, and creativity and inject 
them into a real robot.”

Ten teams of college students built rugby-playing robots to compete against each other at the 7th edition of Robocon Cambodia. hean rangsey

Teams competed to score more tries and goal kicks in a custom-built arena. hean rangsey Each team member had specific duties related to mechanical, electric and electronic engineering. hean rangsey



‘Just Ants’ stocks 30 to 40 species, sourced from ant-keeper friends or collected by owner John Ye and his 
team around Singapore. afp
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Syrian civilians 
displaced by 
turkey long to 
return home
t

He five-month-old 
baby girl of Wadha 
Sharmoukh has only 
lived in a tent because 

turkish troops and their Syrian 
proxies captured her family’s 
hometown in northern Syria 
from Kurdish forces a year ago.

She was born in a dusty 
camp crowded with civilians 
who fled their towns and vil-
lages when Ankara’s october 
2019 offensive seized a 120km 
long strip of land on the Syr-
ian side of its southern bor-
der.

“My five-month-old daughter 
berivan was born in the camps. 
She has never seen a home. She 
has just been squeezed into a 
tent,” she told AFP in the settle-
ment in the northeastern prov-
ince of Hasakeh.

“What kind of life is that, 
of a child born and raised in 
a tent?” asked the 29-year-
old woman, an Arab from the 
town of ras al-Ain.

Sharmoukh and her family 
are among tens of thousands 
who have been forced out of 
their homes and into tented 
settlements in areas still con-
trolled by the Kurds.

their homes and belongings 
have been seized or looted in 
the year since turkey’s op-
eration ended, human rights 
groups say, leaving them with 
little to return to – if they are 
able to return at all.

“the future is bleak and we 
feel hopeless,” Sharmoukh 
said, explaining that accusa-
tions that her husband has 
been working with Kurdish 
authorities would make any 
return very dangerous.

“I try to forget sometimes, 

but how can someone forget 
their home and the things 
they have worked their en-
tire lives to build?”

‘Like a grave’
the hardest part for Shar-

moukh is watching her three 
daughters grow up in the camps.

“I wonder about my daugh-
ters’ future if things stay this 
way,” she said inside their 
emergency shelter, her children 
gathered around her on a mat.

“When they grow up, how 
will they feel when they leave 
the camp and see how other 
people are living?”

She is most worried about her 
five-year-old daughter roslyn, 
who is paralysed in the legs and 
uses a wheelchair, from which 
other children sometimes push 
her to the ground.

“I try to keep her close to 
me, but she doesn’t like to stay 
in the tent,” Sharmoukh said.

In a nearby tent, Shams Ab-
dulkader, a 40-year-old Kurd-
ish mother of seven, said she 
cannot imagine living out the 
rest of her days in the camp.

“We think of returning to 
our homes in ras al-Ain day 
and night,” she told AFP.

“I would have preferred to 
have died in my town than 
live in this camp, which feels 
like a grave.”

but her hometown is not 
what it used to be.

Ankara’s Syrian proxies – 
who have become bitter ri-
vals of Syria’s Kurds after suc-
cessive turkey-led operations 
against them – have made 
life intolerable for residents 
in ras al-Ain and the nearby 
town of tal Abyad, she said.

“they are our enemies,” 
she said, describing them as 
“mercenaries”. 

“they kill people, kidnap 
women, steal our homes and 
cars, and no one stops them.”

‘I brought my house key’
UN High commissioner for 

Human rights Michelle bache-
let warned last month of grow-
ing violence and criminality in 
areas captured by turkey and 
its Syrian proxies, including 
ras al-Ain and tal Abyad.

Her office has reported a 
pattern of violations in recent 
months, including increased 

killings, kidnappings, and sei-
zures of land and properties.

those who are critical of 
turkey and its armed groups 
bear the brunt of these viola-
tions, the UN said.

the Syrian opposition has 
rejected any allegations the 
abuses were “systematic”, and 

said it has referred the matter 
to its judicial authorities.

Salima Mohammad has al-
most entirely given up on the 
idea of returning to her village.

the 42-year-old brought 
stones and mud to build a 
kitchen near her tent to cook 
for her 14-member family.

“our village was torched,” 
she said, her eyes welling up. 
“even if we had hopes of re-
turning, where would we go 
if there aren’t any houses, or 
walls, or doors, or windows?”

Mohammad said she has not 
yet adapted to life in the camp.

“What meaning does the 
future have if we are not be-
side our families on our own 
land?” she asked.

the sentiment is shared by 
65-year-old Qamra Ali, who 
was displaced with her family 
from the countryside of ras 
al-Ain last year.

Her grandchildren sitting 
around her, the elderly wom-
an rummaged inside a small 
bag and pulled out a key on a 
thick black shoelace.

“I brought my house key 
with me,” she said. “If I die 
before I return, I want to be 
buried with it.” afp

Singaporean ‘ant-repreneur’ sells tiny six-legged pets
ANtS scurry around in trans-
parent boxes stacked outside 
a Singaporean store that is tap-
ping into an unlikely but grow-
ing local trend of keeping the 
six-legged creatures as pets.

John Ye says he became fas-
cinated with the “altruistic, 
compassionate” creepy-crawl-
ies after receiving some as a 
gift from his brother-in-law.

the 41-year-old eventually 
ditched a job in electronics 
distribution to open “Just 
Ants” in January and cater to 
fellow enthusiasts.

“I wish to have a place where 
people can gather and share 
insights, and share their ant-
keeping journey,” Ye told AFP. 

the shop sells ant farms 
along with specialist equip-
ment, including mini hand-
held vacuums for catching the 
insects, tiny feeding dishes 
and mealworms used as feed.

It was forced to close for a 
period due to a coronavirus 
lockdown earlier this year but 
has reopened since restrictions 

were eased, and business is 
picking up.

It stocks 30 to 40 species, 
sourced from ant-keeper 
friends or collected by Ye and 
his team around Singapore. 

catching the creatures is no 
easy task. It is usually only pos-
sible during so-called “nuptial 
flights” – when new queens and 
winged male ants take to the air 
in the hope of finding a mate.

Pets or pests?
the queen ants are then 

placed in test tubes or small 
tanks, where they give birth to 
a colony of worker ants if they 
have mated.

Ye’s personal collection 
includes tens of thousands of 
marauder ants, a species of 
t he creature commonly 
found across Asia, housed in 
a large box. 

the number of ant aficiona-
dos in Singapore is small but 
growing, according to Ye – a 
Facebook group where keep-
ers exchange advice and 

information has nearly 4,000 
members.

but Ye knows he has his work 
cut out to convince people in 
Singapore, where ant-keeping 
is rare, that the creatures are 
pets and not pests.

Most Singaporeans believe 
“you should actually not keep 
ants because ants . . . are poi-
sonous, they are dirty, dis-
gusting, they carry diseases”, 
he conceded.

“We always fear something 
that we don’t understand.”

beginner ant-keeper Wei 
Sern Lim visited the shop to 
buy a box of food and a new 
home for his colony.

“It’s nicer to see the products 
and a lot more convenient just 
to have a physical shop,” the 
30-year-old told AFP. 

others simply turned up to 
see whether such a shop really 
existed. 

“I’m very tickled, they are 
actually selling ants as pets – 
it’s totally unheard of,” said 
visitor Michelle Serio. afp

Wadha Sharmoukh, a 29-year-old displaced woman from the countryside of Ras al-Ain, pushes the wheelchair of her five-year-old daughter Roslyn. afp

Qamra Ali, a 65-year-old woman who was displaced from Ras al-Ain, holds the key to the door of her old house . afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Pilgrimage for some (var.)
  5 EPA determination
  8 Weight loss guru Jenny
 13 Neutral shade
 14 Shiny wrap
 15 Striped equine
 16 What cowboys call ladies
 17 Start of many fairy tales
 18 “Pardon me” grunts
 19 Take five
 22 Comic strip penguin
 23 Common practice
 24 Bluegrass instruments
 27 Truck-weight unit
 29 Souvlaki ingredient
 33 Projecting bay window
 34 Instruct a class
 36 “A pox on you!”
 37 What anxiety provides
 40 Airport info
 41 Elliptical shapes
 42 Way to a man’s heart?
 43 Ding
 45 Elizabethan or Gaslight
 46 In optimum conditions

 47 Where the smallest human bone is
 49 “It’s either them ___”
 50 Far from a warm welcome
 58 Word on many name tags
 59 Word on a store sign
 60 Whetter’s concern
 61 Hunter with a long belt
 62 Ravioli filling, often
 63 Acting part
 64 Stick out your neck
 65 Autograph hound’s necessity
 66 Luge or toboggan
DOWN
  1 ___ and haws  
  2 Berry touted as a superfood
  3 “Heck!”
  4 Boeing product
  5 Abbey residents
  6 1/6 inch, in printing
  7 “Glengarry ___ Ross” (1992)
  8 Rulers before 1917
  9 Fix, as a pump
 10 First homicide victim
 11 Noted Shirley MacLaine role
 12 Rival to Tums or Beano
 14 Movie theater shout

 20 It had several long missions
 21 Unwanted type of cap
 24 Susceptible to yawns
 25 Appalachian feature
 26 Jewish calendar month
 27 Pioneering inventor Nikola
 28 Clumsy fellows
 30 Not merely smoldering
 31 After-dinner freebies
 32 Sired, biblically
 34 Bygone Russian autocrat
 35 Intensify
 38 Each companion
 39 Maine specialties
 44 Expose by finking
 46 “___ you ashamed of yourself?”
 48 Without assistance
 49 Arctic or Indian
 50 Ice cream flavor, for short
 51 Mister, in Munich
 52 Trojan princess of opera
 53 Madcap comedy
 54 Pointless Olympic event?
 55 Golden calf, infamously
 56 Give a longing look
 57 Require

“PEACE BE WITH YOU” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

Supermassive black 
hole devours giant star

extinction rebellion rolls out 
‘rebeL’ banner on eiffel tower 

A
StroNoMerS have 
captured the mo-
ment a supermassive 
black hole shredded 

a star the size of our Sun, re-
leasing images Monday show-
ing the devastating process in 
unprecedented detail.

Using telescopes from the 
european Southern observatory 
(eSo), they were able to monitor 
light flaring from the process – 
known as a tidal disruption event 
– from a black hole just over 215 
million light years from earth. 

they observed the star being 
physically torn apart as it was 
sucked into the black hole’s 
giant maw.

“the idea of a black hole 
‘sucking in’ a nearby star 
sounds like science fiction,” 
said Matt Nicholl, a lecturer 
and royal Astronomical Soci-
ety research fellow at the Uni-
versity of birmingham, lead 
author of Monday’s study.

“but that’s exactly what hap-
pens in a tidal disruption event.”

When a star strays too close to 
a supermassive black hole, it is 
subjected to the great strength of 
the black hole’s gravity.

the star can be physically 
torn apart and its matter pulled 
into long strings, a process 
known as “spaghettification”.

“When these forces exceed 
the star’s cohesive force, the 
star loses pieces that rush into 
the black hole,” Stephane 
basa, a researcher from the 
Marseille Astrophysics Labo-
ratory, told AFP.

“this exceptional influx of 
matter produces intense elec-
tromagnetic emissions, which 
last for several months while 

the debris is digested.”
basa said that around half of 

the star remained after the 
tidal disruption event.

“‘only’ half of its mass has 
disappeared,” he said.

“that’s already titanic.”

‘A monster’
While other tidal disruption 

events have previously been 
observed, the powerful burst of 
light they emit are often obscured 
by a curtain of dust and debris. 

because they discovered the 
event just a short time after the 
star was ripped apart the team 
were able to pinpoint how the 
obscuring debris forms. 

Using high powered tele-
scopes, they observed the event 
as the light flare grew in lumi-
nosity then gradually faded – a 
process of some six months. 

Nicholl said that the obser-

vations suggested the star 
involved had roughly the mass 
as our own sun, but that the 
black hole was “a monster . . . 
which is over a million times 
more massive.”

the team behind the study, 
published in the journal Month-
ly Notices of the royal Astro-
nomical Society, said they 
hoped it would help scientists 
to better understand how mat-
ter behaves in the extreme grav-
ity environments surrounding 
supermassive black holes. 

Last week a trio of scientists, 
roger Penrose of britain, rein-
hard Genzel of Germany and 
Andrea Ghez of the US, were 
awarded the Nobel Physics 
Prize for their research into 
black holes, dubbed by the 
Novel committee “one of the 
most exotic phenomena in the 
universe.” AFP

eIGHt activists from climate 
change protest group extinc-
tion rebellion scaled the out-
side of the eiffel tower on Sun-
day to hang a banner reading 
“rebeL” at the first level, kick-
ing off a week of civil disobedi-
ence events around France.

organisers said that in addi-
tion to the eight climbers, anoth-
er dozen extinction rebellion 
activists were inside the monu-
ment to help with the unfurling 

of the giant pink banner embla-
zoned with black letters.

the climbers were arrested 
and are set to appear before a 
magistrate, the group told AFP.

“the public health crisis 
reinforces our message,” activ-
ist Lea Lecouple said outside 
the Paris landmark. “covid is 
just a symptom. It takes a virus 
to bring the economy to its 
knees. We’ve seen that co2 
emissions can stop, that air-

planes can be grounded.
“We want to say: ‘Stop eve-

rything! Let’s open our eyes, 
this is an emergency’.”

extinction rebellion is a net-
work of climate activists which 
uses acts of civil disobedience 
to spotlight inaction on global 
warming. 

the movement launched its 
first major action in April 2019 
with 11 days of street block-
ades in London. AFP

An illustration depicting a star experiencing spaghettification as it’s sucked 
in by a black hole. EUROPEAN SOUTHERN OBSERVATORY/AFP

The eight climbers who scaled the exterior of the Eiffel Tower to hang a banner reading ‘REBEL’ were arrested 
and are set to appear before a magistrate. AFP
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revamp plan 
for Premier 
slammed by 
league execs
P

reMIer League 
chiefs have called for 
unity after leading 
clubs discussed an 

overhaul that would trigger 
the most radical changes to 
english football in decades.

A Daily Telegraph report on 
Sunday said Liverpool and 
Manchester United have been 
driving talks on ‘Project big 
Picture’, which would rank as 
the biggest revamp of the sport 
since the Premier League was 
launched in 1992.

Among the proposals being 
considered are a reduction 
in the Premier League from 
20 to 18 teams, the aboli-
tion of the League cup and 
the community Shield and 
greater voting power for ‘big 
six’ clubs Liverpool, United, 
chelsea, Arsenal, tottenham 
and Manchester city.

In return for agreeing to those 
controversial ideas, the Premier 
League would reportedly give 
25 per cent of its income to the 
72 clubs in the championship, 
League one and League two.

It was suggested the Pre-
mier League would make a 
£250 million ($326 million) 
payment to the Football 
League to address the exist-
ing crisis, while the Football 
Association would receive 
what is being described as a 

£100 million “gift”.
Liverpool’s US owners, the 

Fenway Sports Group, came 
forward with the initial plan, 
which has been worked on by 
United co-chairman Joel Glaz-
er, according to the report.

there will be debate over 
the proposals, which have 
come in response to the 
Football League’s request for 
financial aid to stave off the 
damaging economic impact 
of the coronavirus.

Football in england has 
been played behind closed 
doors since March because 
of the pandemic, with no sign 
of fans returning to stadiums 
until next year at the earliest.

english Football League 
chairman rick Parry said the 
plan should be welcomed 
and revealed his organisation 
had been closely involved 
with the talks.

“Discussion and planning 
around ‘Project big Picture’ 
has been ongoing for quite 
some time, unrelated to the 
current pandemic, but now 
has an urgency that simply 
cannot be denied,” Parry said.

“the revenues flowing from 
the investment and work 
of our top clubs has been 
largely limited to the top divi-
sion creating a sort of lottery, 
while championship clubs 

struggle to behave prudently 
and Leagues one and two are 
financially stretched despite 
enormous revenues english 
football generates.

“this plan devised by our 
top clubs and the english 
Football League puts an end 
to all of that.”

‘Damaging impact’ 
but the Premier League hit 

back at Parry and distanced 
themselves from the scheme.

“both the Premier League 
and the FA support a wide-
ranging discussion on the fu-
ture of the game, including its 
competition structures, cal-
endar and overall financing 

particularly in light of the ef-
fects of covid-19,” a Premier 
League statement said. 

“Football has many stake-
holders, therefore this work 
should be carried out through 
the proper channels enabling 
all clubs and stakeholders the 
opportunity to contribute.

“In the Premier League’s 
view, a number of the indi-
vidual proposals in the plan 
published today could have 
a damaging impact on the 
whole game and we are disap-
pointed to see that rick Parry, 
chair of the eFL, has given his 
on-the-record support.”

As the football world picked 
sides, the Government’s De-

partment for culture, Media 
and Sport criticised the plan.

“We are surprised and disap-
pointed that at a time of crisis 
when we have urged the top 
tiers of professional football 
to come together and finalise 
a deal to help lower-league 
clubs, there appear to be back-
room deals being cooked up 
that would create a closed shop 
at the very top of the game,” a 
DcMS spokesperson said.

“Sustainability, integrity 
and fair competition are ab-
solutely paramount and any-
thing that may undermine 
them is deeply troubling.”

to reduce the Premier 
League from 20 to 18 teams, 

the report said four clubs 
would be relegated directly, 
with two promoted from the 
championship. 

In addition, there would be 
play-offs involving the team 
that finished 16th in the Pre-
mier League and those in 
third, fourth and fifth in the 
second tier.

the mooted change to vot-
ing would also infuriate small-
er clubs in the top-flight.

the ‘big six’, along with 
everton, West Ham and 
Southampton would be 
granted special status.

If six of those nine clubs 
vote in favour of a proposal, it 
would be passed. afp

Austin riley’s first playoff homer lifts braves over Dodgers
AUStIN riley belted a tie-
breaking homer to comple-
ment a strong outing by the 
bullpen as the Atlanta braves 
erupted for four runs in the 
ninth to beat the Los Angeles 
Dodgers 5-1 in the opening 
game of the NL championship 
Series on Monday.

riley slammed a home run 
to centre field to shatter the 
1-1 tie and spark a four-run 
rally in the final inning of a 
showdown between the two 
best teams in the National 
League to see who goes to the 
World Series.

riley described it as the big-
gest home run of his career.

 “I was able to hit a home run 
my opening day, but this one 
tops it by far,” he said. “I just 
stepped out [of the batter box], 
took a deep breath, and I told 
myself: ‘Stay inside this base-
ball as much as you can.’ I put 
a pretty good swing on it.”

It was also a battle of teams 
with perfect 5-0 postseason 
records. Atlanta relied on their 
stellar pitching staff while get-
ting home runs from Freddie 
Freeman in the first inning and 
then from riley and ozzie 
Albies in the game-deciding 
ninth.

riley’s was his first career 
postseason home run for the 
braves after he hit eight during 
the regular season. Looking at 

a 1-2 sinker ball from Dodger 
pitcher blake treinen, riley 
knocked it deep to the centre 
field bleachers.

Atlanta extended their lead 
to 3-1 on a ronald Acuna dou-
ble and then a single by Mar-

cell ozuna that sent treinen to 
the showers. Albies then came 
up and hit a two-run homer for 
his first of the playoffs.

braves starter Max Fried sur-
rendered just one run on four 
hits over six innings with nine 

strikeouts. Left-hander Will 
Smith pitched a scoreless 
inning to pick up the victory. 

Dodgers starter Walker 
buehler gave up one run on 
three hits over five-plus 
innings with five walks and 

seven strikeouts.

‘Dangerous play’ 
In the AL championship 

Series, Manny Margot clubbed 
a three-run homer and made 
a heart-stopping catch for a 
clutch out in the second inning 
as the tampa bay rays beat the 
Houston Astros 4-2 to take a 
2-0 series lead.

the 26-year-old Dominican 
blasted a 123m homer to cent-
er field in the first inning as the 
rays jumped out to a 3-0 lead, 
tacked on another run in the 
seventh and then held on in 
the ninth when the Astros gave 
them a scare by loading the 
bases twice. 

catcher Mike Zunino also 
slammed a towering 138m 
homer in the seventh for the 
rays, who are now two wins 
away from reaching the World 
Series for the second time in 
the club’s 23-season history.

“Manny really turned it on 
with the home run,” rays 
manager Kevin cash said. “We 
didn’t see many in the regular 
season, but I think he has three 
really huge home runs for us 
in the postseason.”

Game three in the best-of-
seven ALcS is scheduled for 
tuesday. the rays also won 
game one 2-1 at Petco Park in 
San Diego. 

Margot made a spectacular 

catch in the second inning for 
a key out. He chased down a fly 
ball in the right field, caught the 
ball and then crashed over the 
cement wall, landing upside 
down on the other side.

“In all the time I played here, 
I never played right field,” said 
former San Diego Padre Mar-
got, who always played centre 
field at Petco. “I knew it was 
going to be a dangerous play, 
but I had to make the play and 
I had to make the catch.”

When asked if he was okay, 
Margot said, “I got a little 
scratch on my leg.”

rays starting pitcher charlie 
Morton pitched five innings, 
allowing five hits and striking 
out five. 

Morton had help as the rays’ 
bullpen produced another 
exceptional effort, allowing just 
two runs and striking out three. 

In the top of the second, 
Houston had runners on sec-
ond and third after a double by 
Martin Maldonado. 

Up next, George Springer 
slapped a fly ball down the 
right field line into foul terri-
tory. A charging Margot 
snagged the ball just before 
hitting the wall. He tumbled 
over the wall face-first to the 
concrete below. Margot imme-
diately jumped up, holding his 
glove high in the air to signal 
he made the catch. afp

Manchester United has been leading the charge on the biggest revamp of the sport since the Premier League was launched in 1992. afp

Pitcher Clayton Kershaw is hoped to be a driving force for the Dodgers in getting past Atlanta and returning 
to the World Series, but his past playoff performances have been disappointing. afp



Larmour out 
of Ireland’s Six 
Nations finale 

Jordan Larmour will miss Ireland’s 
remaining Six Nations matches and  
the Autumn Nations Cup campaign 

after suffering a dislocated shoulder, his 
province said Monday.

The full-back missed Leinster’s PRO14 
win at Benetton on Saturday and the 23-
year-old is now set to undergo surgery.

That will mean he is ruled out of 
Ireland’s rescheduled Six Nations games 
against Italy on October 24 and France 
the following week.

He will also miss the new Autumn Na-
tions Cup that starts in November, with 
the Irish up against Wales, England and 
Georgia.

A Leinster statement said: “Jordan Lar-
mour was withdrawn against Benetton 
Rugby with a dislocated shoulder and will 
have a procedure this week.

“There is no timeline on his return yet 
until after the procedure but he will be 
unavailable for the upcoming Guinness 
Six Nations and Autumn Nations Cup.”

Ireland are currently fourth in the Six 
Nations table but only just four points 
behind joint-leaders England and France 
and with a game in hand over the top two.

Ireland captain Johnny Sexton 
(hamstring) and Leinster team-mates 
Ronan Kelleher (quad) and Andrew 
Porter (hamstring) are due to join up 
with the national squad as planned 
before undergoing assessment on their 
respective injuries. AFP
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MArK Striegl makes his UFc debut 
in Abu Dhabi this weekend having 
taken a path forged by centuries of 
feared Filipino warriors and followed 
by boxing great Manny Pacquiao.

Striegl based himself in the cool 
mountain climate of baguio city 
and it paid off as he became the 
only Philippines-based fighter on 
the UFc’s books.

“there’s the high-altitude training but 
there’s also the history there,” said Fili-
pino-American Striegl. “once I’d fought 
there, I couldn’t get myself to leave.”

baguio city – on the northern Phil-
ippines island of Luzon – has in the 
past hosted eight-weight world cham-
pion Pacquiao’s training camps.

the 32-year-old MMA bantam-
weight Striegl first visited baguio a de-
cade ago for a mixed martial arts bout.

He met a local woman and fell in 
love both with her and the popular 
Filipino holiday destination, which 
offers welcome respite from the 
sticky heat of much of the sprawling 
tropical archipelago.

the mountains are home to the 
indigenous Igorot people, legendary 
warriors who resisted colonial dom-
ination for hundreds of years.

From 1565 to 1898 they success-
fully fought to keep the gold found 

on their lands out of the hands of 
Spanish colonial powers.

they continued their defiance af-
ter Spain ceded the Philippines to 
the United States. they then fought 
against Japanese occupiers during 
World War two.

“everybody knows about the war-
riors from the mountains and that his-
tory really surrounds you,” said Striegl.

today baguio city is home to 
gyms such as Shape Up boxing and 
team Lakay MMA that have hosted 
a string of top-class fighters, includ-
ing Pacquiao and the Asia-based one 
championship’s strawweight MMA 
world champion Joshua Pacio.

‘Living in a movie’ 
Striegl, who has an MMA record 

of 18 wins with two defeats will be-
gin his UFc career in the talent-rich 
bantamweight division against rus-
sia’s Said Nurmagomedov (13-2) on 
Sunday morning at “Fight Island” in 
Abu Dhabi.

It’s a debut delayed from Au-
gust when Striegl tested positive 
for covid-19 just two days before a 
maiden bout at the UFc’s Las Vegas 
base, despite having spent weeks in 
isolation in Manila before travelling.

After 10 days in quarantine fighting 
off the coronavirus he was cleared 
to resume training and now comes 
his date with Nurmagomedov – the 
first contest of Streigl’s four-fight 
UFc contract.

“thankfully it came and it went,” 
Striegl said of the virus. 

“I had a fever and lost my sense 
of taste and smell. but now I have 
had a full fight camp and I am super 
stoked. It’s almost like I have been 
living in a movie.”

‘Crazy, crazy game’ 
Striegl was born in tokyo to an 

American father and Filipina mother 
and started out in karate and wres-
tling. He spent his college years in 
california before turning to MMA and 
making the Philippines his home.

Striegl grafted for a decade in re-
gional fight promotions such as Asia’s 
one Fighting championship and 
the Philippine-based Universal real-
ity combat championship, where he 
claimed the featherweight belt. He 
is also the reigning Southeast Asian 
Games combat sambo gold medallist.

“It’s a crazy, crazy game,” said 
Striegl. “this is just one of those ad-
ventures I will look back on one day 
and just laugh about. It’s super fun.”

the UFc was one of the first inter-
national sports organisations to re-
start during the covid-19 pandemic, 
setting up sports “bubbles” in Flori-
da, Las Vegas and then in Abu Dhabi, 
where the promotion is currently 
having its second month-long stay.

the 28-year-old Nurmagomedov is 
also a mountain man, from russia’s 
Dagestan, famed for producing his 
cousin and feared UFc lightweight 
champion Khabib Nurmagomedov 
(28-0), conqueror of conor McGregor.

“I’m expecting a war,” said Striegl. 
“there’s never an easy fight in the 
UFc and I am expecting Said to 
bring out the best in me. 

“I’m never in a boring fight. He’s from 
the mountains of russia and I’m from 
the mountains of the Philippines, so 
this is going to be a good one.” AFP

Filipino UFc fighter follows Pacquiao path to glory

Southgate expects england team 
to springboard from belgium win
G

AretH Southgate 
believes england 
gave a glimpse 
of what they can 

achieve by beating belgium 
2-1 to move top of their Na-
tions League group.

the visitors arrived in 
London as the No1 ranked 
side in the world following 
12 consecutive wins in com-
petitive games.

After romelu Lukaku’s 
early penalty put belgium 
in front, england bounced 
back through Marcus rash-
ford’s spot-kick and Mason 
Mount’s deflected winner 25 
minutes from time.

the three Lions move one 
point ahead of belgium at 
the top of League A, Group 
2 with three more games, 
including another meeting 
between the sides in brus-
sels next month to come.

england will host the ma-
jority of their games at next 
year’s rescheduled euro-
pean championships with 
belgium one of the major 
threats to their chances of 
winning the competition for 
the first time.

“We are not going to face 
a more difficult game defen-
sively,” said Southgate. “It was 
a brilliant test, the sort of test 
we need. that is the beauty 
of the Nations League, you 
get games against this level 
of opponent.

“It’s a great experience 
for them and to go and win 
it should give them a sense 
of what might be possible in 
the next few years.”

Southgate was without 
a several players from his 
strongest side with captain 
Harry Kane only fit enough to 
feature as a second-half sub-
stitute and raheem Sterling 
injured and ben chilwell ill.

those absences took their 
toll early on as england were 
fortunate to weather a bel-
gian storm.

Lack of VAR 
belgium were left bemoan-

ing the lack of VAr when Yan-
nick carrasco had a goal ruled 

out for a marginal offside call 
against timothy castagne.

“It would have been a very 
different game if VAr had 
been available,” said bel-
gium boss roberto Martinez. 
“our goal disallowed, I feel 
he is onside. VAr has taken 
refereeing to a different level 
and when there is no VAr it’s 
difficult for the referees.”

Martinez’s side took a de-
served lead on 16 minutes 
when Lukaku’s pace drew 
eric Dier into a naive chal-
lenge and German referee 

tobias Stieler eventually 
pointed to the spot after a 
delay. Lukaku fired home his 
53rd international goal from 
the spot.

but belgium failed to build 
on their lead and conceded 
a soft penalty themselves 
when thomas Meunier 
pulled down Jordan Hen-
derson from a corner.

rashford was awarded a 
Mbe for his work in the fight 
against child poverty on 
Friday and the Manchester 
United forward took re-

sponsibility from the spot in 
Kane’s absence to cap a spe-
cial weekend.

carrasco should have re-
stored belgium’s lead before 
half-time when he skewed 
wide with just Jordan Pick-
ford to beat.

Instead, it was england who 
got the vital third goal when 
Mount’s shot looped high 
off toby Alderweireld and 
dropped into the far corner.

belgium still had the 
chances as carrasco failed to 
capitalise on a great through 
ball by De bruyne, seconds 
before the midfielder was 
replaced with minor injury 
that will be a worry for his 
club side Manchester city.

“It’s too early to say, he 
said he wasn’t feeling right,” 
said Martinez. “It’s not a 
soft tissue injury, it’s just a 
precaution, but he wasn’t 
100 per cent.”

At the other end, rashford 
should have sealed a big win 
for Southgate’s men when he 
fired over at the end of a fine 
counter-attack involving two 
one-twos with Declan rice.

but england held out for a 
morale-boosting win, with 
Henderson also hoping vic-
tory could be  a springboard 
into euro 2020.

“We want to compete with 
the very best teams, and 
belgium are certainly that,” 
said the Liverpool captain. 
“We competed very well and 
that’s what we want to do, 
keep competing and growing 
and you never know where 
that may take us.” AFP

England manager Gareth Southgate believes England gave a glimpse of what they can achieve after 
beating Belgium 2-1 to move to the top of their Nations League group. AFP

Ireland full-back Jordan Larmour will 
miss the rest of the Six Nations with a 
dislocated shoulder. AFP

Mark Striegl makes his UFC debut in Abu Dhabi having taken a mountainous path 
forged by centuries of feared Filipino warriors like boxing great Manny Pacquiao. AFP
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