
Mom Kunthear

THE Phnom Penh Municipal Admin-
istration reiterated its call for Cintri 
(Cambodia) Ltd waste collection 
workers and drivers to get back to 
work, saying a continuation of the 
illegal protests could cause them to 
lose benefits.

In an announcement released on 
Monday, it said only street sweepers 

had returned to work on Saturday. 
“In the case that people get back to 

work, the municipal administration 
still ensures the same offers men-
tioned in the meeting on October 7,” 
the announcement said. 

At the October 7 meeting, officials 
ensured Cintri workers would be 
offered jobs at other waste compa-
nies in the future should Cintri cease 
its operations.

To address the waste problem while 
the strike continues, the municipal 
administration has taken measures 
by using forces in each commune 
and employing various tactics to col-
lect rubbish in the capital. 

Municipal governor Khuong Sreng 
said last Friday that the municipal 
hall can manage rubbish collection 
even though the new waste collectors 
do not have experience. 

On their first day collecting rub-
bish, forces from the municipal hall 
collected about 300 tonnes. But the 
new workers do not yet have the skill 
to drive rubbish trucks on high and 
slippery landfills.

Sreng said: “On average, Phnom 
Penh produces over 2,885 tonnes of 
rubbish per day. Waste collectors and 
drivers can collect 2,000 tonnes of 
rubbish per day. I therefore no long-

er have concerns about this. There 
are also people taking part in collect-
ing rubbish in 14 districts and 105 
communes in Phnom Penh because 
they understand the environmental 
problem in the city.” 

Three months ago, the municipal 
hall provided China-made motorcy-
cles to 105 communes in 14 districts

Cintri drivers, waste collectors stay on strike

Safety first
Volunteers wearing personal protective equipment on a boat transfer people suspected of having Covid-19 to a quarantine centre in Yangon, 
Myanmar, on Monday. AFP
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AT LEAST 18 people died and 
more than a dozen are miss-
ing after floods submerged 
homes in central Vietnam and 
rough seas capsized fishing 
boats, authorities said Mon-
day, as another storm threat-
ened fresh downpours.

Images on state media 
showed entire villages under 
water in Quang Tri and 

Quang Nam, while murky 
floodwaters swept through 
the Imperial City of Hue and 
the tourist hotspot Hoi An 
over the weekend.

More than a hundred thou-
sand homes have been sub-
merged in the floods and 
nearly 46,000 people evacu-
ated, Vietnam’s disaster man-
agement authority said.

The military staged a dra-
matic helicopter rescue of 
eight fishermen who had been 
swept away by rough seas off 
Quang Tri province.

Among the dead are three 
fishermen, however, and three 
others are missing.

Vietnam is frequently lashed 
by harsh weather in the rainy 
season between June and 

November, with central coast 
areas most vulnerable. 

The country is bracing for 
another storm rolling in from 
the South China Sea, with 
heavy rain again expected.

Some 132 people were 
reported dead or missing due 
to natural disasters in Vietnam 
last year, according to the Gen-
eral Statistics Office. AFP

Thou Vireak

C
AMBODIA and China 
on Monday signed a 
bilateral free trade 
agreement (FTA) fol-

lowing three rounds of nego-
tiations held between January 
and July.

The two countries hope that 
goods exchange and invest-
ment flows will pick up steam 
as the new deal guarantees 
tariff-free access for Cambo-
dian commodities to the King-
dom’s largest export market.

The FTA was signed by Min-
ister of Commerce Pan Sora-
sak and Chinese ambassador 
to Cambodia Wang Wentian – 
on behalf of Chinese Minister 
of Commerce Zhong Shan.

The ceremony was held at 
the Peace Palace and was 
presided over by Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen and Chinese 
State Councillor and Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs Wang 
Yi as witnesses.

Sorasak noted that the FTA 
was the Kingdom’s first such 
bilateral deal, and that Chi-
na is a long-standing friend 
and comprehensive strategic 

partner of the Kingdom.
“The agreement highlights 

the strengthening bond be-
tween the two countries and 
represents a milestone in 
Cambodia-China relations.

“The agreement will enable 
additional economic partner-
ships through the higher de-
gree of global market access 
for goods and investment, 
and will provide social ben-
efits on both sides,” he said.

Speaking via video link, 
Chinese commerce minister 
Zhong lauded the FTA as a 
“new milestone” in the de-
velopment of economic and 
trade relations between the 
countries.

“China is ready to keep in 
close communication with 
Cambodia to push for early 
entry into force of the agree-
ment,” he said.

Seang Thay, a spokesman 
for the Cambodian commerce 
ministry, said the FTA would 
take effect 30 days after the 
two countries finalise their 
internal procedures and legal 
and regulatory requirements.

Kingdom, 
China ink 
free trade 
agreement

Floods, rough seas kill 18 in Vietnam 
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in the capital. One commune was given 
two motorcycles in preparation for col-
lecting rubbish on small roads. The 
motorcycles were donated because Sreng 
predicted that rubbish collection workers 
would one day protest. 

On Sunday, the municipal hall also 
received six rubbish transport trucks from 
Osaka, Japan, through Cambodian 
ambassador to Japan Ung Rachana and 
the Japanese embassy in Phnom Penh.

 The municipal hall’s Facebook page 
said: “The Phnom Penh municipal admin-
istration received six rubbish transport 
trucks from our friend Japan. The munic-
ipal administration would like to pro-
foundly thank Japan for these gifts.”

Mi Phan, the secretary-general of Cintri’s 
Tourism Federation, told The Post that work-
ers had still refused to return to work although 
the municipal hall renewed its call.

 “Workers still demand that the company 
address two points, namely seniority indem-
nity and annual allowances. The company set 

a clear date to pay these for them,” he said.
Phan added that the workers had 

demanded five points but had reduced 
them to two. If the company agrees to the 
two points, they would return to work. 

Touch Kosal, president of the Cambo-
dian Tourism Workers’ Union Federation, 
said rubbish collection workers contin-
ued protesting on Monday. 

“I also requested all brothers and sisters 
to return to work and request the Phnom 
Penh municipal governor to do some-
thing to respect what was discussed in the 
[October 7] meeting.  They have the right 

to protest because they are not satisfied 
[with working conditions],” he said.

According to the minutes of the meeting 
on resolving the strike on October 7, the 
workers requested the company to address 
the points when their contracts end.  

The company agreed to address them 
according to the Labour Law and the 
municipal administration took responsi-
bility for their contracts.  

The municipal administration assured 
workers that they would not lose their jobs 
in the future regardless if Cintri continues 
to be the city’s waste collector or not.
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SR’s Cambodian Cultural 
Village to shut due to Covid   
Long Kimmarita

T
He Cambodian Cul-
tural Village, a theme 
park and museum 
in Siem Reap town, 

announced on Sunday it will 
cease operations on November 
7 and lay off 300 employees.

The company cited the de-
cline in tourism due to Covid-
19 as the factors that led to 
the decision.

“Our company faced seri-
ous economic and financial 
issues and is not able to af-
ford the expenses of the busi-
ness. The company will close 
its operations entirely,” the 
announcement said. 

According to management, 
workers will be compensated 
according to the law. 

The Post could not contact 
Cambodian Cultural Village 
director Lim Sopheak or her 
deputy Touch Socheat for 
comment on Monday. 

Mom Sreypheak, who was 
worked for the company for al-
most 17 years as an arts coach, 
told The Post on Monday the 
closure announcement seemed 
to happen quite suddenly and 
she and other staff are having a 
hard time accepting it. 

“This place used to be very 
famous. We still hope the com-
pany continues its business. 
There are still tourists who 
come to visit even though there 
are not as many as before.

“We do not know where to 
find a job now. It is too fast for 
us. We expect the payment of 
our last salary will be calcu-

lated accurately, but workers 
like us don’t have a high sal-
ary,” Sreypheak said.  

She said assets like tools 
may not be sold because the 
owner has other companies 
that can use them. 

Separately, more than 40 
workers at the cultural village 
have been protesting since 
August to demand 20 per cent 
of their salary and annual 
food money the company cut 
from them. 

Worker representative Lim 
Sopha told The Post on Mon-
day that the 40 workers will 
continue to protest until the 
company closes. He said they 
are demanding money they 
deserve according to law. 

Sopha said he feels bad for 
the other workers who will 

lose their jobs soon, but the 
shutdown has nothing to do 
with the protest. 

“This closure is not related to 
our protest and we are also vic-
tims. The company declared its 
closure due to Covid-19, so we 
hope we will get a solution like 
other workers,” he said. 

Cambodian Tourism Work-
ers’ Union Federation (CTWUF) 
president Touch Kosal said he 
was concerned about the ben-
efits workers will receive at the 
end of the contract. He said the 
40 protesting workers have yet 
to receive a solution. 

“It is something sad that in 
the past workers protested 
but did not get any solution. 
Then there is the news of the 
company closure. We will fur-
ther observe this,” he said. 

The theme park has been a populr destination but a lack of visitors caused by Covid-19 has led management to cease operations. hong Meneai

Soth Koemsoeun

THe National Police’s Depart-
ment of Anti-Human Traffick-
ing and Juvenile Protection is 
searching to locate a Cambo-
dian woman who was alleg-
edly deceived into working 
illegally in China.

The search comes after the 
woman requested help on so-
cial media from Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen to assist in her 
return to Cambodia. 

The department director, 
Chiv Phally, said on Monday 
that officials are trying to lo-
cate her relatives in Cambodia 
and are also working in col-
laboration with Cambodian 
embassy officials in China. 

“The victim called for au-
thorities to rescue her and 
help her get back to Cam-
bodia, but she did not show 
her actual name, the current 
location where she is living or 
the name of her workplace. 

“She also didn’t say where 
she is from in Cambodia. This 
makes it hard for police to in-
vestigate,” he said. 

He said police contacted 
her through the Facebook ac-
count she used, but she did 
not respond. They are now 
requesting assistance from 
cybercrime officials to help 
determine her location. 

“We do not know the result 
yet. We will continue to work 
with China to investigate,” he 
said. 

A Facebook user named Rina 
Rina posted a video showing a 
Cambodian woman begging 
Hun Sen to help her return to 
Cambodia. The woman in the 
video claimed she was tortured 
by her boss almost every day. 

“I was deceived to work 
in China for two years. I am 
very miserable. I don’t have a 
phone to contact my parents. 
I want my phone back and I 
want to go back to Cambodia. 
I don’t want to work at this 
place anymore. 

“I have had enough. I call 
for Prime Minister Hun Sen to 
help me. I have a disease and 
they do not take me to hospi-
tal. I was left behind. I hope 
the prime minister helps me 
get back to my homeland to 
see my parents. Please, every-
one, share this and help me,” 
she said in the video. 

The Post could not contact 
Cambodian ambassador to 
China Khek Cai Mealy Sysoda 
for comment on Monday. 

Labour rights advocate and 
executive director of the Cen-
tre for Alliance of Labour and 
Human Rights Moeun Tola 
said on Monday that it is not 
the first case of its kind if true. 

He said there have been 
similar cases before and au-
thorities reunited people with 
their family. 

Tola called on Cambodia to 
work with the Chinese author-
ities to rescue the woman as 
soon as possible because she 
is having health problems. 

“I urge people to not con-
sider these people as illegal 
workers. We have to consider 
them victims that are being 
trafficked and we have to res-
cue them urgently,” he said.

Officials searching for 
‘trapped’ woman in 
China pleading for help 

The woman appeals to Prime  
Minister Hun Sen on Facebook to 
help her return home. police

Rubbish strike 
continues into 
second week

Officers and residents throw rubbish into a truck in the capital’s Meanchey district. hean Rangsey



Orm Bunthoeurn

A GROUP of 120 families in Preah 
Sihanouk province’s Kampong Seila 
district have sent a letter to Prime 
Minister Hun Sen seeking his inter-
vention in their land dispute.

The families are requesting land 

titles so they can use the land for 
their livelihoods, said Sok Nil, a rep-
resentative for the families. 

Nil said the residents have lived 
on the land in Kampong Seila com-
mune’s Veal village since 1994. 

In 2004, a US company came to 
buy the land from them to plant 

acacia trees. Nil said each hectare 
sold for $50. 

The company then promised that 
if the land was not developed within 
five years it would be handed back 
to the residents. 

When a group of youth volun-
teers measured the land to make 
land titles in 2012, a company rep-
resentative told the residents it was 
too late for the company to develop 
the area. He said the company had 
handed it back to them through vil-
lage and commune authorities who 
are the ones to distribute it.

In June 2012, Hun Sen launched a 
land-titling scheme to be implement-
ed by youth volunteers across the 
country. Its mandate was to cover ar-
eas where families live without proper 
legal documentation on state land. 

Nil said when the volunteers mea-
sured the land in 2012, they mea-
sured only land residents did not 
sell to the company. They did not 
measure the land handed back to 
the residents by the firm. 

“When the land measurement 
outcome was announced by the 
youth volunteers, the residents saw 
that the land the company bought 

and handed back was vacant. So we 
have lived and relied on it for our 
livelihoods ever since,” he said.

Nil said a court in 2016 issued a 
summons claiming deliberate dam-
age with aggravation and illegal oc-
cupation of the property. It was not 
known who filed the complaint. 

“We have appeared in court on sev-
eral occasions according to the sum-
mons. But a plaintiff was not found and 
the court didn’t reveal his or her name. 

“Having been informed, the Preah 
Sihanouk Provincial Administration 
let residents submit application forms 
for land registration under the man-
agement of the agriculture ministry. 
But commune and district authorities 
didn’t accept them. They said the land 
had an owner already,” Nil said.

Veal village chief Chey Sam told 
The Post on Monday that in 2012 
land titles were already issued to 
residents. But in 2015, because the 
land was said to have been sold to 
the company and not developed, 
they lived on the land again. 

Sam said only about 40 families 
live on the land when the court 
complaint was filed. 

“Some of them made hard land tit-

tles and sold plots. Then they grabbed 
land in other places nearby that had 
been sold from one owner to another 
in a anarchic way,” he said. 

Kampong Seila commune chief 
Phong Kea said there was a trader 
going to buy land in the area. He said 
the company did not buy the land 
directly. Instead, the trader bought 
the land and sold it to the firm.

“There was a land buying spree in 
Veal village in 2005, before I became 
commune chief. The buyer was 
known as Samnang. He bought the 
land to sell to the company. But the 
company didn’t take the land from 
him. So he kept the land as his own 
and made land title,” he said.

Kea said specialists have gone there 
to measure land for distribution to 
the roughly 100 families in the area 
with proper documents. But in 2019-
2020, local residents and outsiders 
grabbed land belonging to others. 

“Certain residents in the village 
grabbed the land of others. Some 
from outside kept grabbing land be-
longing to others. Some know how 
to secretly own land and they sold 
it among themselves without even 
paperwork,” he said.
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Kim Sarom

TWO suspects have been charged with 
murdering a man in Kandal province 
in February after police tracked them 
down and arrested them on Thursday.

Kandal Provincial Court Investi-
gating Judge Ath Chan Dara charged 
the two on Monday after it was 
discovered they killed 27-year-old 
Phorn Sokkhorn by smashing his 
head into a mango tree in Koh Tom 
district’s Prek Thmey commune. 

Court spokesman Tin Sochetra 
identified the suspects as Doy Phae, 
25, and Rech Chhai, 23. 

“Investigating Judge Ath Chan Dara 
charged them for murder under Article 
199 of the Criminal Code,” he said. 

They face between 10 and 15 years 
in prison if found guilty. 

A provincial police officer who 
asked to remain anonymous said on 
Monday that on October 8,   Takeo 
provincial police arrested Chhai in 
Leay Bor commune, in Takeo prov-
ince’s Tram Kak district. 

He had escaped from Thmey com-
mune, Kandal’s Koh Thom district. 
The arrest was requested by the 
Kandal provincial police. 

After Chhai’s arrest, Takeo pro-
vincial authorities sent him to Kan-
dal provincial police. Authorities 
then questioned Chhai and started 
searching for Phae, whom they 
found and arrested on the same day 
in Kandal’s Koh Thom district. 

Chhai confessed to authorities 
that on the night of February 17, 
he was smoking drugs with Pha 
and Sokkhorn. Sokkhorn allegedly 
smoked more drugs than the other 
two, prompting Phai to become 
angry. Phai then allegedly grabbed 
Sokkhorn by the hair and banged 
his head into a mango tree, killing 
him, the official said. 

The suspects buried Sokkhorn at a 
mango farm in Koh Thom district’s 
Thmey commune. After burying the 
body, they returned home at around 
11pm that night. Chhai feared po-
lice would arrest him and he fled to 
his aunt’s house in Takeo’s Tram Kak 
district, where he was arrested after 
police tracked him down.

Two charged 
for February 
Kandal killing

Storm floods homes in Kampong 
Speu and threatens Stung Treng
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

T
He Ministry of Water 
Resources and Meteorology 
on Monday called on resi-
dents living along the 

Sekong, Sesan and Srepok rivers in 
Stung Treng province to be more 
vigilant against floods.

The announcement came after the 
river levels rose due to Tropical Storm 
Linfa and the low-pressure system af-
fecting the region. Heavy rainfall has 
besieged the area for consecutive days, 
causing flash floods in parts of the low-
lands along waterways and catchment 
areas of some provinces in Cambodia.

The ministry said: “Both of these 
influences are pushing the water 
levels of the Sekong, Sesan and Sre-
pok rivers in Stung Treng province 
to rise rapidly, which could lead to 
further flooding in parts of the low-
land areas next to the waterway and 
the plateau of this province.”

These factors have also caused the 
Mekong River water level to rise in 
Stung Treng, Kratie and Kampong 
Cham provinces. However, the level 
is not yet considered dangerous.

The ministry also urged all rel-
evant ministries, authorities and 
people, especially people living 
along the three Strung Treng rivers, 
to be more cautious. 

For provinces affected by the riv-
ers, measures must be taken to open 
water gates to release water to ca-
nals, reservoirs and the lowlands.

Stung Treng Provincial Hall spokes-
man Men Kong told The Post that as 
of 10am on Monday, the Sekong River 
had risen to 10.52m, close to the alert 
level of 11.50m, while the water level 
of the Mekong River at Stung Treng 
station rose to 7.15m, which is 4.55m 
lower than the alarm level. 

“Although the water level of the 
Sekong and Mekong rivers has not 
yet risen to an alarming level, heavy 
rains for several days in a row have 
caused flash floods around people’s 
houses, affecting more than 1,000 
families in five communes of Thala 
Barivat district. 

“At the moment, our authorities 
are intervening to help people in the 

affected areas,” Kong said.
Kampong Speu provincial governor 

Vei Samnang told The Post that flash 
floods and water from the mountains 
and some streams and rivers had 
caused a dam to collapse in Thnal Bot 
village, in Thpong district’s Omlaing 
commune on Sunday night.

“The collapse of the dam caused 
the houses of 170 families to be 
flooded. eleven houses were com-
pletely damaged by the floods. But 
it did not affect the lives of any peo-
ple,” Samnang said.

Samnang called on all people, es-
pecially people living in the lower 
part of the province’s Chan Thnal 
Reservoir, to be cautious. He said the 
water level in some reservoirs and 
rivers had been continuously rising.  

He said those near the Roleang 
Chrey water gates and along the 

Prek Tnaot river should exercise in-
creased vigilance and be prepared 
for floods. 

The collapse of the dam in Kam-
pong Speu and heavy rains also 
caused flash floods in parts of west-
ern Phnom Penh, causing a tempo-
rary suspension of traffic on some 
streets in the capital.

Water resources minister Lim Kean 
Hor led a technical team on Sunday 
night to inspect the back of the Prek 
Tnaot river dam, which controls wa-
ter flows in western Phnom Penh 
and Kandal province.

During the inspection, the minis-
ter ordered the team to put sandbags 
on the back of the dam at a height 
of 0.50m to prevent the flooding of 
people’s houses in the lower area.

“The water level continues to rise, 
but there is no danger to Phnom 

Penh yet, as the ministry’s technical 
team has closed many holes along 
the dam and guarded it 24 hours for 
a week already,” Kean Hor said.

He also called on construction 
companies, private firms and citi-
zens to maintain the size of the old 
waterways to ensure effective drain-
age in a timely manner, otherwise, 
Phnom Penh will be threatened. 

From October 1 to 12, flash floods 
inundated Kandal, Kampong Chh-
nang, Kampong Speu, Pursat, Bat-
tambang, Pailin, Banteay Meanchey, 
Stung Treng and Svay Rieng prov-
inces as well as the capital. A total 
of 11 people have been killed and 
more than 1,200 families have been 
evacuated to safer places, according 
to National Committee for Disas-
ter Management spokesman Khun 
Sokha.

Recent storms have dealt a blow to locals in Stung Treng province. supplied

People from Sihanoukville protest land issues in Phnom Penh. supplied

S’ville land dispute has long trail of shady dealings
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WcS’ Ibis rice Scheme 
expands in Mondulkiri
Soth Koemsoeun

t
He Wildlife conservation 
Society of cambodia’s 
(WcS) Ibis rice Scheme 
project has expanded to 

the Keo Seima Wildlife Sanctuary 
in Mondulkiri province. 

the sanctuary is home to 78 farmer 
families and the expansion follows on 
the success of similar projects in Preah 
Vihear and Stung treng provinces.

WcS country director Ken Serey 
rotha said on Monday WcS’ Ibis 
rice Scheme project was original-
ly extended to the area last year as 
a 29-family pilot project. 

He said there are now 78 families 
in three villages – Pou char, Pou 
Kong and o’chral.

Serey rotha said the Mondulkiri 
project follows successful initia-
tives in the Kulen Prum tep Wild-

life Sanctuary in Preah Vihear 
province and the Siem Pang Wild-
life Sanctuary in Stung treng prov-
ince’s Siem Pang district. 

Project members reported re-
ceiving a higher market price of 
between 1,200 riel and 1,700 riel 
($0.29 and $0.41) per kilogramme 
for their rice, depending on the 
type of rice grown.

“We require member farmers to 
follow key principles associated with 
respecting the environment and 
protecting natural resources to grow 
rice with organic principles without 
chemical fertilisers and pesticides. 
We monitor their farming activities 
regularly,” Serey rotha said.

Ministry of environment spokes-
man Neth Pheaktra could not be 
reached for comment on Monday. 
but he said during his visit of the Ibis 
rice Scheme project in Mondulkiri 

on october 7 that the ministry sup-
ports the principles and conditions 
the project has set for farmers to 
implement and obey. by following 
the principles, buyers are willing to 
pay a higher market price.

He said that is the main motiva-
tion for farmers who participate in 
the project.

“Farmers can earn more just by 
following the WcS principles of 
protecting the environment, natu-
ral resources and wildlife and using 
land that is not cleared forest land.

“Farmers must adhere to the 
principles of technical cultivation, 
with training from WcS officials 
and development partners to en-
sure the quality of all cultivated rice 
and show compliance with the cor-
rect technical standards,” he said.

Pheaktra requested WcS expand 
the Ibis rice Scheme project to 
other protected areas, where the 
organisation has signed an agree-
ment with the ministry to expand 
organic rice production, improve 
the livelihoods of local people and 
protect the environment.

clot Ke, a 51-year-old resident of 
Pochar village, in Mondulkiri’s Sre 
Preah commune, said on Monday his 
family joined the Ibis rice Scheme 
project last year. He said after becom-
ing a member, he harvested more 
rice and sold it at a higher price.

“this project has made my fam-
ily earn more money from selling 
rice. I have learned a lot of tech-
niques with WcS on how to grow 
rice. It makes our lives much easi-
er,” Ke said.

Japan gifts road machinery 
Voun Dara

JAPAN has gifted cam-
bodia 15 pieces of heavy 
machinery worth 500 
million yen ($4.5 million) 
to fix damaged roads. 

the machinery was 
handed over in a cer-
emony attended by Min-
ister of Public Works and 
transport Sun chanthol 
and Japanese ambassa-
dor Masahiro Mikami in 
Phnom Penh on Monday. 

“the machinery will be 
used to build and repair 
roads,” chanthol said.

He said Japan has always 
been generous in provid-
ing technical support, 
loan support and grants to 
cambodia to build, restore 
and develop infrastruc-
ture. this includes roads 
and bridges and the port in 
Preah Sihanouk province. 

He said grants stimu-
lated economic growth, 
social development and 
poverty reduction.  

Masahiro said econom-
ic growth means the num-
ber of transport trucks and 
passenger transport vans 
has rapidly increased on 
cambodia’s roads. Japan 
recently provided loans to 
improve National road 1 
and National road 5. 

“the machinery donated 
today will be able to reduce 
the time it takes to repair 
roads. this construction 
machinery will contribute 
to developing cambodia’s 
economy and strengthen 
relations between our two 
countries,” he said.

chanthol said Japan has 
provided grants and infra-
structure financing since 
1993. that includes $189 
million to restore and build 

national roads 1, 6 and 7, 
which span 254km in total. 

bridges included Kizuna 
and tsubasa, which cost 
$186 million. repairs to the 
10,080m chroy changva 
bridge cost $30 million. 

chanthol said Japan is 
currently providing grants 
for bride reconstruction 
projects in flood-prone 
areas. the $35 million 
project involves seven 
bridges in Prey Veng and 
Kratie provinces.

the 360km National road 
5 has been under construc-
tion thanks to a $500 mil-
lion grant from Japan. 

the Japanese are also 
helping to study the 
construction of another 
deep-sea port in Siha-
noukville. the port is ex-
pected to be 14.5m deep 
and suitable for docking 
large container ships. 

Cambodia received 15 pieces of heavy machinery to fix damaged roads. Public works Ministry 

The WCS’ Ibis Rice Project in Mondulkiri province’s Keo Seima district. heng chivoan
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Angkor provides ‘valuable’ water storage 
Mom Kunthear

t
He Apsara National Author-
ity (ANA) has stored millions 
of cubic metres of water at 
reservoirs in the Angkor area 

after cambodia experienced a series 
of rainstorms over the last few days. 

the storing of the water, besides 
serving temple conservation, will 
also be used to supply Siem reap 
town and the area’s agriculture sec-
tor during the dry season. 

ANA’s deputy director of the water 
management department Phoeun 
Sokhim told the Post on Monday 
that his working group has been stor-
ing water in the Angkor Wat moat, the 
Angkor thom moat, the Northern 
baray reservoir, the Western baray 
reservoir and other areas. Part of the 
water will serve temple conservation 
efforts and the rest will be distributed 
to residents during the dry season.

“the water situation this year is 
good for specialists to collect at the 
baray reservoirs and moats in the 
Angkor area. this area needs more 
than 100 million cubic metres of 
water for sustaining the temples 
and conservation work during the 
dry season,” he said.

He said the water the ANA has stored 
thus far is sufficient. His teams are re-
leasing the water to ancient waterways 
that the ANA had restored in the past 
to the Pouk and Siem reap rivers. 

Despite sufficient water supply, 
the ANA requests that citizens use 
water economically. 

Sokhim explained that after the ANA 
had restored Angkor’s ancient irriga-
tion systems, water management be-
came easy, and rainwater had been re-
leased from the Angkor area and Siem 

reap town in the past several years. 
According to the ANA, the first pri-

ority is to store a sufficient supply of 
water to sustain the ancient temples. 
Another portion will be stored for 
one year to use in Siem reap town. 

Some water will also be used to irri-

gate 10,000ha of rice paddies for dry 
season rice and floating rice alike. 

Som tola, a 35-year-old souvenir 
vendor at the Night Market in Siem 
reap town, told the Post on Monday 
that he admires the ANA for thinking 
about residents in the town and for 

taking care of the Angkor Wat and 
other temples. He said the group 
has stored water every year without 
experiencing a shortage. 

“residents don’t have large reser-
voirs for storing water for one year. 
but we are lucky to have the ANA’s 

working group that collects water to 
be supplied to residents.  they use 
it for a year and have never experi-
enced a shortage,” he said.

tola added that his family uses 
water economically and have never 
experienced a shortage.

A reservoir in the Angkor area. The storing of the water will also be used to supply Siem Reap town and the area’s agriculture sector during the dry season. ana

Voun Dara

PHNoM PeNH municipal po-
lice are questioning 65 people 
including cambodian and 
chinese nationals after they 
raided Sixty Six restaurant Pub 
& Lounge in boeung Keng Kang 
district’s tuol Svay Prey II com-
mune early on Monday and 
seized a large amount of drugs. 

Police spokesperson San 
Sok Seyha told The Post on 
Monday: “We cannot yet give 
detailed information regard-
ing this case because now a 
specialised working group is 

continuing to question them 
and investigate it further. 
currently, the group is con-
tinuing to investigate them.”

Sok Seyha confirmed that 
early on Monday, police forc-
es raided the restaurant and 
detained the 65 suspects.

“We took some evidence al-
ready, including drugs. Now 
we are investigating further,” 
he said.

District police chief Sim 
Piseth declined to comment 
on Monday, saying the case 
was in the hands of the mu-
nicipal police.

Police seize drugs, 
detain 65 in pub raid

Police raided the Sixty Six Restaurant Pub & Lounge in Phnom Penh’s 
Boeung Keng Kang district on Monday, arresting 65. police
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cHINA unveiled a detailed plan on Sun-
day for comprehensive pilot reforms to 
be implemented in the southern city of 
Shenzhen in a bid to transform it into 
a demonstration pilot area of socialism 
with chinese characteristics.

It came after the city was tasked by 
the central government with the new 
mission last year, marking the coun-
try’s latest move to further drive reforms 
and opening-up, according to the plan 
issued by the general offices of the 
communist Party of china central 
committee and the State council.

the authorities pledged to grant 
greater autonomy to Shenzhen to 
carry out reforms in important fields 
and at key links, adding that it will 
help accelerate the push for compre-
hensively deepening reforms and 
expanding opening-up, boosting 
cooperation between Shenzhen and 
the Hong Kong Special Administra-
tive region to a higher level and bet-
ter developing the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater bay Area.

According to the plan, a number of 
reforms will be launched this year in 
important fields such as market-ori-
entation, the optimisation of the busi-
ness environment and the overall 
utilisation of urban space. the first 
batch of a list of comprehensive 
authorised pilot reforms will be for-
mulated and implemented this year.

by 2022, significant progress will be 
achieved in system construction and a 
batch of major system achievements.

by 2025, reforms in important areas 
and at key links will achieve landmark 
results. It is set to basically complete 
the pilot reform tasks by that time.

the plan outlined wide-ranging 
reforms to be implemented in Shenzhen, 
including in the legal, financial, techno-
logical, institutional and social sectors.

Under the plan, Shenzhen will further 
improve market-based allocation of 
factors of production, create a market-
oriented, law-based and international-
ised business environment, foster a 
scientific and technological innovation 
environmental system, achieve a high 
level of opening-up, improve the sup-
ply system of basic public services, and 
improve the environmental and urban 
space governance system.

According to the document, further 
measures will be introduced to improve 
market access in the sectors of energy, 
telecommunications, public utilities, 
transportation and education in Shen-
zhen. And the city will give foreign 
investors greater market access to 
cutting-edge technological sectors.

the authorities stressed in the plan 
further opening up of the financial 
and shipping sectors and support for 
qualified enterprises in Shenzhen to 
list overseas. the plan will also achieve 
compatibility between the rules of 
each region in the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater bay Area.

More efforts will also be made to 
improve work in land management, 
carrying out pilot programmes in the 
capital market, the transformation of 
technological achievements and 
accelerating the development of the 
data market, according to the plan. 
CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Nbc: Financial sector basks in 41 
years of rapid growth, development
May Kunmakara

t
He national banking sys-
tem has been continuously 
modernised in line with in-
ternational financial stan-

dards and has played a key role in 
maintaining macroeconomic sta-
bility, supporting economic growth, 
promoting socio-economic inclu-
sion and reducing poverty.

National bank of cambodia (Nbc) 
governor chea chanto said this 
on Saturday at an event held at its 
headquarters which marked the 41st 
anniversary of the central bank’s re-
establishment.

over the last 41 years, the Kingdom’s 
financial sector has enjoyed rapid 
growth and development, he said.

“the banking system uses finan-
cial technology [fintech] in op-
erations, especially for payments, 
which has steadily promoted cam-
bodian financial inclusion.

“In fact, the adult population that 
receives formal financial services has 
increased by more than 70 per cent 
compared to last two decades [to just 
under 10 per cent],” chanto said.

Prasac Microfinance Institution Ltd 
(Prasac) executive vice-president Say 
Sony told The Post that his organisation 
has undergone a number of upgrades 
to catch up with the fintech advance-
ment of the past few years and fill the 
unbanked gap in the Kingdom.

“Prasac is one of the active mem-
bers joining in on all Nbc initiatives 
to develop fintech solutions such as 
cSS, Fast, bakong and retail Pay.

“We’ve witnessed rapid develop-
ment in the last few years for the 
most part, and are seeing most fi-
nancial institutions put fintech at 
the top of their priorities as a result 
of the ongoing pandemic.

“this begins from the transition 
to new core banking and payment 
processing systems – from credit 
services to other banking services.

“Fintech has aided us a lot in de-
cision-making and has improved 
the quality of our services. our  
core banking system has enabled 
us to manage data from more than 

340,000 borrowers and 600,000 
depositors in real time so that we 
can make more effective decisions 
across our nationwide network of 
branches, AtMs, MIb [mobile and 
internet banking] and PoS [point of 
sale] terminals,” he said.

Sony noted that since it burst onto 
the fintech scene around three years 
ago, Prasac’s AtMs have handled 
more than $580 million in seven mil-
lion transactions, its MIb solutions 
have moved $74 million in 11 million 
transactions while PoS terminals 
have enabled five million transac-
tions to the tune of $768 million.

cambodia Association of Finance 

and technology (cAFt) ceo Pen 
chanda told The Post that fintech is 
one of the fastest growing industries 
in the Kingdom and has made finan-
cial services and products more ac-
cessible and affordable to the masses.

He said digital access to these 
products and services has paved the 
way for greater financial inclusion 
of cambodians.

“With the National bank of cam-
bodia’s support of our payment ser-
vice institutions, we are looking at 
a brighter future in which currently 
unbanked cambodians are able to 
access financial services in a non-
traditional way,” chanda said. 

the Nbc’s chanto noted that, 
over the last two decades, inflation 
rate in the Kingdom has remained 
low at around 2.5 per cent, while the 
riel has been stable at around 4,050 
riel per US dollar.

Gross international reserves have 
increased to around $20 billion – 
providing 10 months of import cov-
er, he said.

banking assets have seen a 112-fold 
jump from just $0.5 billion in 1998 to 
$56 billion today, while domestic de-
posits and banking loans allocated to 
all economic sectors increased 165-
fold from $0.2 billion to more than $33 
billion during the period, he added.

Korean lender gets commercial bank licence
May Kunmakara

SoUtH Korea’s DGb Daegu bank 
said it received a licence from the 
National bank of cambodia (Nbc) to 
transform its specialised banking 
unit in the Kingdom into a full-
fledged commercial bank.

DGb Specialized bank, a wholly-
owned subsidiary of DGb Daegu 
bank, was given the nod by the King-
dom’s central bank on September 30, 
South Korea’s Yonhap News Agency 
reported on thursday.

Yonhap quoted a DGb Daegu bank 
official as saying: “currently, DGb 
Specialized bank is only allowed to 
extend loans to cambodians.

“DGb Specialized bank will run 

operations for deposits, credit card 
issuance, foreign exchange and online 
banking in the first half of 2021.”

Ha Jong-weon, vice-chairman of 
the Kingdom’s bourse cambodia 
Securities exchange, said the upgrade 
mirrors the growth in cambodia’s 
banking industry and burgeoning 
inflow of Korean banking technology 
into the Kingdom.

“currently, Korean commercial 
banks in cambodia, like PPcb, Shin-
han bank, Kookmin bank, et cetera 
are very competitive and well-known. 
DGb bank will provide cambodia a 
new experience of Korean banking 
standard competitive offers.

“they have many experiences in 
cambodia’s banking market and the 

economy. I believe that the business 
expansion of DGb is another success 
story of Korean businesses in cam-
bodia,” he said.

Last week, cambodia and South 
Korea productively concluded the 
third round of negotiations on a bilat-
eral free trade agreement (FtA), which 
is expected to boost bilateral trade and 
investment once it enters into force.

Ha said the deal would further 
strengthen the bilateral trade volume 
and provide significant competitive 
advantages that will beef up investment 
flow between the two countries.

of note, he said, cheaper labour 
costs and tariff concessions will woo 
more Korean investors to set up fac-
tories In the Kingdom.

“the FtA will bring a lot of devel-
opment to both countries, espe-
cially cambodia. consumers of 
both countries will also benefit from 
the agreement.

“High quality Korean products will 
be cheaper and more attractive to 
cambodians. on the other hand, 
cambodian agricultural products 
can more easily expand into the Kore-
an market,” Ha said. 

In 2018, DGb Daegu bank finalised its 
100 per cent acquisition of cam capital 
Specialized bank Plc, which was later 
renamed to DGb Specialized bank.

As of the end of June, DGb Daegu 
bank’s assets were to the tune of 4.9 
trillion won ($4.2 billion), Yonhap 
reported.

Plan unveiled 
for Shenzhen’s 
comprehensive 
pilot reforms

National Bank of Cambodia (NBC) governor Chea Chanto says the Kingdom’s financial sector has enjoyed rapid growth and 
development over the last 41 years. HEAN RANGSEY



Thou Vireak

C
AMBODIA exported a total of 
1,730 tonnes of fisheries prod-
ucts in the first nine months 
of this year, down more than 

84 per cent year-on-year from 10,980 
tonnes, the Ministry of Agriculture, For-
estry and Fisheries reported.

During the period, exports of fresh 
fisheries products dipped 78 per cent 
year-on-year to 1,498 tonnes from 7,000, 
while processed fisheries products sank 
94 per cent year-on-year to 232 tonnes 
from 3,980, the ministry said.

Freshwater fisheries yield in the 
first nine months was 252,646 tonnes, 
down 965 tonnes from the same pe-
riod last year, while marine fisheries 
output reached 88,330 tonnes, down 
3,684 tonnes.

Minister Veng Sakhon told The Post on 
Monday that the drop in fisheries prod-
uct exports during the period was due to 
rising domestic demand along with de-
clining fishing yields.

Most Cambodian fisheries products 
are exported to Vietnam and Thai-
land, he noted.

“Natural fish catches have been great-
ly reduced due to the low water levels of 
the Tonle Sap Lake, which is the largest 
nesting site for fish in Cambodia.

“But we’ve witnessed a notable surge 
in fish, frog and crayfish farming that 
is ramping up production figures and 
gearing Cambodia up to export them to 
the international market in the future,” 
Sakhon said.

He said the ministry is promoting fish 
farming through the EU-funded CaP-

Fish-Capture and CaPFish Aquaculture 
projects in a bid to boost the household 
economy and food security.

“I would like to call on fish farm 
owners to consider on-site processing 
to increase value added, create jobs 
and curb overharvesting during fish-
ing seasons,” he said.

Samnang Sothea, owner of a fisher-
ies processing cottage industry in Siem 

Reap town, said his business annually 
produces 100 tonnes of dried fish, Pan-
gasius djambal pha’ak paste, prahok, 
mudfish mam paste, shredded fish.

Having turned the family business 
into a commercial operation in 2004, 
he said he purchases fish from local 
farmers and fisherman.

“Nowadays 50 per cent of our prod-
ucts end up in markets across Siem 

Reap province and the remaining 50 
per cent go to Phnom Penh and Oddar 
Meanchey province, reeling in an aver-
age of $50,000 a year,” Sothea said.

In the period from January-Septem-
ber, production of farmed fish and 
shrimp reached more than 296,500 
tonnes, up from 245,578 tonnes in 
the year-ago period, the ministry re-
ported.
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Cambodian fisheries exports sink 
more than 84 per cent year-on-year

VIETNAM is continuing its 
institutional reform commit-
ments made in the historic EU-
Vietnam Free Trade Agreement 
(EVFTA) in an aim to boost ex-
ports of agricultural products 
and attract more investment 
from the EU trading bloc.

Vietnam Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (VCCI) 
vice-chairman Vo Tan Thanh 
said the country has made 
huge progress in administra-
tive reform and improvement 
of the business environment.

He said: “After the EVFTA took 
effect in August, exports to the 
EU in August and September 
increased by 4.2 per cent com-
pared to the same period last 
year. In September alone, ex-
ports increased by more than 
14 per cent year-on-year.”

However, the EU is a highly 
demanding market and ex-
porters must meet its food 
safety standards and manage-
ment procedures, and provide 
transparent information about 
their labour force and working 
environment, he noted.

European consumers prefer 
high-quality products, especial-
ly those that are organic or fair 
trade, or have geographical in-
dications, according to Thanh.

He urged farmers to gradually 
shift from traditional to more 
sustainable cultivation, and to 
adhere to food safety and hy-

giene regulations in the EVFTA 
and other free trade agreements.

Exporters must also follow the 
rules of origin (RO) and engage 
in corporate social responsibil-
ity (CSR), sustainable develop-
ment and environmental pro-
tection, said Thanh, who spoke 
at a conference on Vietnamese 
farm produce exports to the EU 
under the EVFTA organised last 
week in Ho Chi Minh City.

Vietnam Farms and Agricul-
tural Enterprises Association 
(VFAEA) chairman Le Duy 
Minh noted that the EU is the 
third largest trade partner of 
Vietnam and one of the coun-
try’s two biggest export markets. 
Exports of agro-forestry-fishery 
products to the EU stand at 
nearly $5 billion per year.

Pham Van Duy, deputy 
director of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment’s Agro-product 
Processing and Market De-
velopment Department, said: 
“The EU is a choosy market, 
so meeting the EU’s require-
ments will help businesses 
open the door to other mar-
kets in the world.”

He said it was important to 
protect intellectual property of 
major agricultural products, and 
to promote branding, geograph-
ical indications and traceability.

For the past decade, Viet-
namese exports of agricultur-
al, forestry and aquatic prod-
ucts grew more than nine per 
cent on average each year. 

Vietnam’s agricultural sector 
will be one of the biggest winners 
from the EVFTA, as reductions 
in tariffs will increase demand 
and boost exports to Europe’s 
high-spending consumer mar-
ket, according to experts.

Trade in agricultural prod-
ucts represents nearly 12 per 
cent of the total two-way trade 
between Vietnam and the EU.

The trade pact abolishes 99 
per cent of import tariffs over 
the next seven to 10 years.

With a population of more 
than 500 million and a combined 
gross domestic product (GDP) 
of over $15 trillion, accounting 
for 22 per cent of the world’s 
GDP, the EU is the world’s larg-
est exporter and importer with 
annual trade of $3.8 trillion. VIET 

NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnam 
continues 
reforms
for EVFTA

STATE-OWNED Thai Credit 
Guarantee Corporation (TCG) 
is planning to offer its credit 
guarantee services to Thai 
businesses looking to invest 
overseas, TCG president Rak 
Vorrakitpokatorn said.

However, he said, before it can 
do this, the TCG will first have to 
call on the Ministry of Finance 
to revise some of its rules.

He added that while the sun 
is seen to be setting for some 
industries in Thailand, they still 
have the opportunity to enter 
overseas markets, especially 
CLMV countries, or Cambodia, 
Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam.

He said if TCG offers guar-
antees to Thai firms looking 
to invest in CLMV, they will 
find it easier to get bank loans 
for their investment.

The ministry recently asked 
the TCG to guarantee 30 bil-
lion baht ($960 million) in 
small- and medium-sized en-
terprise (SME) loans, but will 
set up a separate 50 billion 
baht fund to support SMEs 
hardest hit by Covid-19 and 
the economic contraction.

Finance minister Uttama 
Savanayana said in July that 
he has assigned the state-
owned entity to extend guar-
antees for SME bank loans 
worth 30 billion baht. THE NA-

TION (THAILAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Credit plan 
for Thai 
firms that 
eye CLMV

European consumers prefer high-quality products, especially those that 
are organic or fair trade, or have geographical indications. VIET NAM NEWS

In the period from January-September, production of farmed fish and shrimp reached more than 296,500 tonnes. HONG MENEA
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tHe Asian Development 
bank (ADb) and Phu Yen ttP 
Joint Stock company (Phu 
Yen JSc) on Friday signed a 
$186 million loan to develop 
and operate a 257MW solar 
power plant in the southern 
province of Phu Yen’s Hoa Hoi 
commune, through the coun-
try’s first certified green loan.

Phu Yen JSc is owned by b 
Grimm Power Public compa-
ny Limited and truong thanh 
Vietnam Group Joint Stock 
company (ttVN).

the financing comprises a 
$27.9 million loan funded by 
ADb, a $148.8 million syndicat-
ed loan (b loan) funded by com-
mercial banks with ADb as lend-
er of record, and a $9.3 million 
loan from Leading Asia’s Private 
Infrastructure Fund (LeAP).

the syndicated loan is the 
first green b loan in Asia and 
the Pacific to be certified by the 
climate bonds Initiative, and 
one of the largest such loans 
yet mobilised in Vietnam. the 
initiative is an investor-fo-
cused not-for-profit, promot-
ing large-scale investment in 
the low-carbon economy and 
also administers the interna-
tional climate bond Standards 
and certification Scheme.

Participating commercial 
banks include bangkok bank, 
Kasikorn bank, Kiatnakin bank, 
Industrial and commercial bank 
of china, and Standard char-
tered bank. Green loans are used 
to fund new or existing projects 
that deliver environmental or 
climate-related benefits.

Infrastructure Finance Di-
vision Director for east Asia, 
Southeast Asia, and the Pacific 
at ADb’s Private Sector opera-
tions Department Jackie b Sur-
tani said ADb is committed to 
supporting b Grimm, one of 
the bank’s most valued clients, 
with its long-term expansion 
into Vietnam and its important 
work in renewable energy.

He said: “We’re also excited 
to work for the first time with 
ttVN. this project will sup-

port the rapid development 
of solar power capacity in 
Vietnam, advance the coun-
try’s low-carbon growth goals, 
and, we hope, catalyse further 
commercial bank financing 
for renewable energy.”

the project is the largest sin-
gle operating solar power plant 
in Vietnam and one of the larg-
est in Southeast Asia. It will 
help to reduce 123,000 tonnes 
of carbon dioxide annually. 
the power plant will deliver 
electricity to Quang Ngai and 
Nha trang cities, as well as sur-
rounding areas in a region that 
is emerging as one of Vietnam’s 
key tourist centres.

b Grimm Power president 
Preeyanart Soontornwata 
said this transaction will 
support the development of 
clean and sustainable energy 
in Vietnam and help promote 
the green loan market in 
Southeast Asia.

She said: “this project is 
a further demonstration of 
b.Grimm Power adopting in-
ternational best practices, and 
this landmark green transac-
tion is proof of our focus on 
doing business sustainably.

“We would like to express 
our sincere appreciation to 
ADb for their leadership role 
in the transaction, and to our b 
loan lenders whose invaluable 
support builds on our long-
standing relationships forged 
over multiple transactions.”

ttVN chairman Dang 
trung Kien said ttVN had 
successfully worked with b 
Grimm from day one to reach 
commercial operation within 
a short period, thereby con-
tributing to the energy secu-
rity goals of Vietnam.

He said: “We are pleased to 
see the project operating very 
well and value the partner-
ship and support from ADb 
and participating commercial 
lenders in achieving this fi-
nancing milestone in the Viet-
namese renewables market.” 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Continued from page 1

For cambodia, this also im-
plies obtaining approval from 
the National Assembly and 
the King, he noted.

Garment Manufacturers As-
sociation in cambodia secre-
tary-general Ken Loo previ-
ously told The Post that the FtA 
with china will strongly stimu-
late the Kingdom’s exports – 
not only in the garment sector. 
there will be a greater flow of 
investment from china.

“From what we read from 
the commerce ministry’s 
statement regarding the re-
sults of the third round of 
negotiations, exports from 
cambodia are set to increase 
more than 20 per cent.

“At the same time, we will see 
more investment into the raw 
material supply for garment, 
footwear and travel goods, elec-
tronics and other industries . . . I 
believe the FtA will help other 

sectors much more than the 
garment sector,” said Loo.

commerce ministry secretary 
of state Sok Sopheak said in July 
that the FtA would exempt at 
least 340 of the Kingdom’s com-
modities from tariffs.

Sopheak, who is also the 
head of the FtA negotiation 
group with china, said exempt 
items include pepper, dried 
chilli, cashew nut-products, 
garlic, honey, vegetables, fish, 
pork, chicken, duck, beef, goat 
and seafood products such as 
mussels, crabs and snails.

the FtA, he added, would 
eliminate tariffs on 98 per cent 
of cambodia’s total exports 
and 90 per cent of china’s 
shipments into the Kingdom.

bilateral trade between 
cambodia and china was 
worth $9.42 billion last year, 
up 27.29 per cent from $7.4 
billion in 2018, data from the 
chinese embassy in Phnom 
Penh showed.

ADb and Phu Yen sign 
VN’s first green loan 
for 257MW solar farm

Garment industry 
bullish on china FtA 

Markets mostly firmer on 
US stimulus package hopes

exchange rate gaps widen in Lao PDr

o
PtIMISM that US 
lawmakers will 
eventually pass a 
new stimulus pack-

age lifted most global markets 
on Monday, with the White 
House ramping up its offer 
and President Donald trump 
insisting republicans want to 
get a deal done.

Frankfurt and Paris ad-
vanced after a strong session 
in most of Asia, but gains were 
capped by rising global coro-
navirus infection numbers.

London flatlined as inves-
tors awaited news of fresh 
coronavirus restrictions for 
specific areas in england.

“european bourses are 
heading out of the blocks in 
a mixed fashion,” noted city 
Index analyst Fiona cincotta.

“rising covid-19 cases, both 
in the UK and on the conti-
nent, plus brexit concerns 
coming to a head, could keep 
the lid on any upwards move-
ment.”

Roller-coaster ride
there was another strong 

lead before the weekend on 
Wall Street, with hopes for a 
fresh injection of cash into 
the world’s top economy over-
shadowing a surge in virus 
infections that have forced 
some governments to re-im-
pose containment measures 
and targeted lockdowns.

Investors were sent on a 
roller-coaster ride last week 
when trump first called off 
talks before doing a volte-face 
to say they were back on and 
were progressing well.

on Friday, trump jacked 
up his offer, proposing a $1.8 

trillion package and saying 
he favoured an even larger 
package.

the move has instilled opti-
mism that an agreement can 
be reached, even though the 
White House plan is $400 bil-
lion short of the one put for-
ward by the Democrats.

With Joe biden well ahead 
in opinion polls, analysts say 
traders are increasingly bet-
ting he will win next month’s 
election comfortably – avoid-
ing the uncertainty of a trump 
challenge to the result – and 

Democrats will take both 
houses of congress.

Fresh wave of infections
Hong Kong and Shanghai 

led Asian markets higher, 
both piling on more than two 
per cent with support also 
coming from hopes chinese 
President Xi Jinping will use 
a speech in Shenzhen later 
this week to announce a fur-
ther opening up of china’s 
economy.

Sydney, Seoul, Singapore, 
Jakarta and Wellington also 

enjoyed healthy gains but to-
kyo ended down.

on the corporate front, 
shares in airline group IAG 
sank about one per cent in 
London after the group an-
nounced the shock depar-
ture of british Airways ceo 
Alex cruz.

Faced with the global travel 
crisis, IAG stock has plum-
meted by a staggering 75 per 
cent since the start of the 
year – making it the worst 
performer listed on London’s 
FtSe 100 index. AFP

tHe gap between the official 
and parallel market exchange 
rates has widened in recent 
months, driven by a mismatch 
in supply and demand, result-
ing in pressure on importers 
and inflation.

While $1 sold for 9,238 kip 
in the official market on Fri-
day, it sold for 10,000 kip in 
the parallel market which is 
higher than historical norms.

the restriction of commercial 
banks to sell foreign currencies, 
including the thai baht and US 
dollar, has forced many traders 
to rely on parallel markets to 
buy the foreign currency they 
need to import goods.

However, the consequence is 
huge since many firms are ef-
fectively conducting business 
and basing their pricing on 
foreign currencies sold in the 
parallel market. the move has 
resulted in rising food prices 
and growing inflation in Laos, 
affecting the urban poor, as ur-
ban consumers make up 77 per 
cent of all food consumption.

According to the World 
bank report in June, the of-
ficial kip/US dollar exchange 
rate depreciated by 4.2 per 
cent, while the parallel mar-
ket rate depreciated by nine 
per cent year-on-year in 
April. At the same time, the 

kip/baht rate depreciated by 
seven per cent.

the shortage of liquidity in 
the official market continues 
to cause a demand-supply 
mismatch and thereby wid-
ening the spread between 
the official and parallel rates 
above the historical average.

Subsequently, many more 
people moved to hold foreign 
currency deposits to hedge 
against the depreciating kip 
and reduce their risk of losing 
money when importing goods.

In the meantime, the Lao 
Statistics bureau reported that 

the value of the kip fell by 4.29 
per cent against the US dollar 
and 10.3 per cent against the 
thai baht in July, compared to 
the same month last year.

the owner of chareunxay 
Stainless company, who 
asked not to be named, told 
Vientiane Times recently that 
a vast amount of foreign cur-
rency is available on parallel 
markets, but the selling rate 
is higher than that sold on the 
official market.

Laos is a country that im-
ports more than it exports. 
In August this year alone, the 

trade deficit reached $7 mil-
lion, according to the Ministry 
of Industry and commerce as 
reported by Socio-Economic 
Daily recently.

the value of the country’s 
exports in August attained 
$377 million while imports 
reached $384 million. the 
covid-19 pandemic is further 
disrupting exports and the in-
flow of foreign visitors and in-
vestment into Laos considered 
the nation’s primary sources of 
foreign currency earnings.

Disruption to logistics due 
to tightened border processes 
and the continued deprecia-
tion of the kip are expected to 
keep inflation high. the covid-
19 crisis has worsened the 
long-standing structural vul-
nerabilities in the economy.

the country has a legacy of 
weak macroeconomic man-
agement, resulting in limited 
fiscal and foreign currency 
buffers even before the global 
pandemic.

With limited access to com-
mercial borrowing at a rea-
sonable cost, Laos will need 
considerable support from 
its development partners to 
avoid balance-of-payment 
problems in 2020, according 
to the World bank. VIENTIANE 

TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

US President Donald Trump’s efforts to push through a new stimulus deal lifted most markets on Monday as 
investors hope for a fresh injection of cash into the world’s top economy.  AFP

Official and parallel market exchange rates widened in recent months, 
driven by a mismatch in supply and demand. SuPPlIEd
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With the Kingdom 
in the midst of 
a construction 
boom, the im-

portance of modern, interna-
tional standard fire protection 
systems is becoming ever 
more pressing.

A recent report by the fire 
prevention department at the 
Ministry of interior in August 
shows incidents of fire in the 
Kingdom were up, with 261 
documented cases – 82 more 
than in the same period in 2019.

Firemax Engineering Co Ltd 
is a fire engineering company 
specialising in firefighting, fire 
protection and fire suppression 
systems, providing approved 
products, solutions, design, 
technical training and mainte-
nance services.

Driven by a passionate belief 
that fire protection should be 
at the fore, Firemax provides 
one-stop solutions for fire 
safety and asset management 
for design, consultancy and 
project management, supplying 

and installing integrated sprin-
kler systems, and providing 
maintenance, while strengthen-
ing personnel competency.

“Being a Cambodian com-
pany, we are fully committed 
to supporting the Kingdom’s 
economy, especially in the 
building, construction and 
property development sectors. 

“We empower local engi-
neers and professionals with 
essential knowledge on fire 
engineering to enable them in 
return to help in the future de-
velopment of the country,” said 
Firemax director Bernard Mak.

Certified in internation-
ally recognised management 
systems such as the Quality 
Management System and the 
Occupational Safety and health 
Management System, with 
support from international 
partners on product know-how 
and industrial best practices, 
Firemax provides value for 
money services.

While the company has 
secured landmark projects 
through its partnerships with 
multinational companies, Mak 
said the greatest challenge 
moving forward was the need 
for greater fire engineering 
awareness.

 “the concept of fire safety 
is still relatively new in Cam-
bodia, and to complicate mat-
ters, at present Cambodia does 
not have a regulated fire code, 
although efforts are underway 
by the government to address 
this,” he said.

the company says its objec-
tive is to develop fire engi-
neering standards to protect 
customer assets and assist 
in the Kingdom’s develop-
ment by providing education 
and knowledge of fire design 
requirements based on National 
Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) codes.

Mak said that to this end, 
it has embarked on conduct-
ing dedicated fire engineer-
ing workshop programmes in 
Phnom Penh universities.

“Prior to the Covid-19 
outbreak, we conducted four 
to five workshop sessions a 
year at each university with 
the engineering, architectural 
and information technology 
faculties. Although these work-
shops have been temporarily 
suspended, we hope to resume 
them again soon in conjunc-
tion with the reopening of 
universities,” Mak said.

As a registered member of 
the institute of Fire Engineers 
under the Singapore Chapter, 
the company is aiming to estab-
lish a fire engineering academy. 

“the academy will provide 
local design engineers, archi-
tects, professionals in property 
management and loss adjusters 
from insurance companies with 
practical training in fire safety 
design and the installation and 
inspection of fire protection 
systems,” Mak said.

having built a reputation 
as one of the nation’s leading 
fire engineering consultants 
since its founding in 2015, 
Firemax is the only Cambodian 

company in the Kingdom of-
fering services that are NFPA 
certified, he added.

“We initially started as the 
Cambodian representative 
partner for Viking, a globally 
renowned brand of fire protec-
tion systems from the US.  

“this was prior to securing 
our maiden project to design 
and install an automated inte-
grated fire suppression system 
for the Ptt Oil terminal in 
Preah Sihanouk province.

“it was a groundbreak-
ing achievement for us and 
signalled the start of strategic 
partnerships with multination-
al companies who are still to 
this day our anchor clients. 

“this also led us to secure 
representative partnerships 
in Cambodia with additional 
leading fire protection brands 
such as Ansul and Unique,” 
Mak said.

By working on high-end 
projects and with major con-

struction companies, as well as 
by supplying training, Firemax 
is at the vanguard of changing 
attitudes while offering on the 
ground protection.

“With Firemax Engineering 
leading the fight with various 
initiatives in the pipeline, it 
is with great hope that all in 
Cambodia can better rest at 
ease as the nation becomes 
increasingly equipped to deal 
with the threat of blazes,”  
Mak said. 

Firemax leading fight against 
fire with systems and training  

Firemax started as the representative for US-based Viking Fire Protection Systems. The company’s director Bernard Mak conducts a fire safety and engineering workshop at a Phnom Penh university.

 www.phnompenhpost.com/post-focus construction 

Fire suppression system installed by Firemax at a waste recycling plant. 

Sprinkler system installed at the Elysee Tower on the capital’s Koh Pich. 
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A RUSSIAN-brokered cease-
fire between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan failed to hold on 
Sunday, with both sides 
accusing the other of inten-
sive shelling of civilian areas 
and escalating two weeks of 
fierce clashes.

The two sides had agreed to 
pause hostilities to exchange 
prisoners and the bodies of 
people killed in two weeks of 
fighting over the disputed 
region of Nagorno-Karabakh, 
an ethnic Armenian enclave 
inside Azerbaijan that is home 
to 150,000 people.

Azerbaijan’s foreign ministry 
said that overnight shelling by 
Armenian forces of the coun-
try’s second largest city, Ganja, 
had left at least seven people 
dead and 33 wounded includ-
ing children, less than 24 hours 
after the halt to fighting was 
supposed to take effect.

Rescuers in red helmets dug 
through piles of debris with 
their bare hands looking for 
signs of survivors, an AFP jour-
nalist in the city reported.

They retrieved one nearly 
naked body and gingerly put 

it in a white bag to be taken 
away in an ambulance while 
several horrified residents 
watched on and wept.

One witness said they were 
woken by a huge blast that 
levelled an entire square 
block of one- and two-storey 
houses in the early hours of 
the morning, leaving nine 
apartments in ruins.

“Everything I’ve worked for 
my entire life has been 

destroyed,” said resident 
Zagit Aliyev, 68.

‘An absolute lie’
The truce negotiated in 

marathon Russia-brokered 
talks in Moscow officially 
entered into force at noon on 
Saturday, but both sides 
almost immediately accused 
each other of violations.

On Sunday, the Karabakh 
defence ministry insisted 

Armenian forces were 
respecting the humanitarian 
ceasefire, calling claims that 
Armenian forces were 
responsible for shelling Gan-
ja “an absolute lie” and accus-
ing Azerbaijan of shelling 
civilian-populated areas.

Armenia’s defence ministry 
said on Sunday evening that 
the breakaway region’s 
defenders were responding 
“resolutely” as Azerbaijani 
forces were “undertaking 
assaults” with “armoured 
vehicles and missiles”.

Nagorno-Karabakh’s leader 
Arayik Harutyunyan described 
the situation as “calmer” on 
Sunday, but warned that the 
truce was precarious.

EU diplomatic chief Josep 
Borrell said there was 
“extreme concern” in the bloc 
over “continued military 
activities, including against 
civilian targets, as well as 
civilian casualties”.

Borrell urged the two sides 
to stick to the ceasefire 
agreement.

An AFP journalist in the 
administrative capital of Step-

anakert, which has been sub-
jected to heavy bombing since 
the fighting erupted and is 
pockmarked with deep craters 
and unexploded ordnance, 
reported hearing loud explo-
sions throughout the night.

Vahram Poghosyan, a 
spokesman for Karabakh’s 
leader, said the overnight 
shelling of Stepanakert was “a 
disrespect of the agreements 
reached in Moscow”, and 
called on the international 
community to recognise 
Karabakh’s independence as 
a way to end the hostilities.

New fighting broke out late 
last month, stemming from a 
long-simmering disagree-
ment between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan over the region.

The disputed territory 
broke from Azerbaijan’s con-
trol in a war in the 1990s that 
killed some 30,000 people.

Its separatist government is 
strongly backed – but not offi-
cially recognised as independ-
ent – by Armenia, which like 
Azerbaijan gained independ-
ence with the 1991 collapse of 
the Soviet Union. AFP

 In brief
South Korea’s SK Innovation 
extracts solvent, lube base oil 
from plastic waste to boost ESG
l SK InnovAtIon said on Sunday it 
has successfully extracted solvent 
and lube base oil from plastic waste 
to boost environmental, social and 
corporate governance (ESG) under SK 
Group’s Green Balance initiative.
According to the South Korean 
refining-to-battery firm, researchers 
of SK Innovation Institute of 
technology Innovation heated pieces 
of plastic waste and obtained high-
purity pyrolysis oil by removing 
impurities in it significantly. With the 
pyrolysis oil, the researches 
manufactured solvent and lube base 
oil products.
An SK Innovation official said: “the 
solvent made with plastic wastes 
demonstrated a high ratio of paraffin 
and a low odour compared to existing 
solvent products. Also, the lube base 
oil showed enough quality to make 
premium Group III Plus base oils 
categorised by American Petroleum 
Institute.”
Solvents are used for detergent, paint 
thinner and chemical synthesis. Lube 
base oil is a key raw material of 
lubricants and decides the quality of 
lubricants.
SK Global Chemical (SKGC) president 
and CEo na Kyung-soo said: “SK 
Innovation, which faces 
environmental issues such as plastic 
waste, needs to transform its 
chemical business into a new one 
completely and must seek intrinsic 
changes to become a company that 
stands out in terms of ESG.”
SKGC, which is leading the project, is 
a chemical subsidiary of SK Group. 
tHE KoREA HERALD/ASIA nEWS nEtWoRK

Claiming Covid-19 ‘immunity,’ 
Trump ready for election fight
l US PRESIDEnt Donald trump on 
Sunday declared himself immune to 
Covid-19 and ready for a fight as his 
White House race against surging 
rival Joe Biden enters its critical final 
weeks.
trump’s doctors gave him the all-
clear Saturday to return to the 
campaign trail after he was ruled no 
longer a coronavirus transmission 
risk, and on Sunday he said while 
calling in to a campaign event that 
he tested “totally negative”.
But he has yet to be declared virus-
free, and his immunity claim is 
unproven.
“It looks like I’m immune for, I don’t 
know, maybe a long time and maybe 
a short time, it could be a lifetime, 
nobody really knows, but I’m 
immune,” trump told the Fox news 
show Sunday Morning Futures.
“the word immunity means 
something, having really a protective 
glow.
“So now you have a president who 
doesn’t have to hide in a basement 
like his opponent,” trump added – in 
a jab at Democratic challenger 
Biden, who has taken a far more 
cautious approach to campaigning 
during the pandemic.
But it is not yet clear to what degree 
contracting Covid-19 confers immunity, 
with early studies suggesting a few 
months while newer ones have 
indicated it could last longer.
twitter on Sunday hid a tweet from 
trump in which he claimed he was 
immune, saying the post violated its 
rules about misleading and 
potentially harmful misinformation.
the tweet was still visible once users 
clicked through the warning. AFP

World
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coronavirus ‘can survive for 28 days 
on surfaces’, Australian study says
T

HE coronavirus that causes 
covid-19 can survive on 
items such as banknotes 
and phones for up to 28 

days in cool, dark conditions, ac-
cording to a study by Australia’s na-
tional science agency.

Researchers at commonwealth 
Scientific and Industrial Research 
Organisation’s (cSIRO’s) disease pre-
paredness centre tested the longev-
ity of SARS-coV-2 in the dark at three 
temperatures, showing survival rates 
decreased as conditions became hot-
ter, the agency said on Monday.

The scientists found that at 20 
degrees celsius, SARS-coV-2 was 
“extremely robust” on smooth sur-
faces – like mobile phone screens – 
surviving for 28 days on glass, steel 
and plastic banknotes.

At 30c, the survival rate dropped 
to seven days and plunged to just 24 
hours at 40c.

The virus survived for shorter pe-
riods on porous surfaces such as 
cotton – up to 14 days at the lowest 
temperatures and less than 16 hours 
at the highest – the researchers said.

This was “significantly longer” 
than previous studies which found 
the disease could survive for up to 
four days on non-porous surfaces, 
according to the paper published in 
the peer-reviewed Virology Journal.

Australian centre for Disease Pre-
paredness director Trevor Drew said 
the study involved drying samples of 
the virus on different materials be-
fore testing them, using an “extremely 
sensitive” method that found traces of 
live virus able to infect cell cultures.

“This doesn’t mean to say that that 
amount of virus would be capable of 
infecting someone,” he told public 
broadcaster Australian Broadcast-

ing corp (ABc).
He added that if a person was 

“careless with these materials and 
touched them and then licked your 
hands or touched your eyes or your 
nose, you might well get infected 
upwards of two weeks after they had 
been contaminated”.

 
People ‘far, far more infectious’

Drew said there were several cave-
ats including that the study was con-
ducted with fixed levels of virus that 
likely represented the peak of a typi-
cal infection, and there was an ab-

sence of exposure to ultraviolet light, 
which can rapidly degrade the virus.

Humidity was kept steady at 50 
per cent, the study said, as increases 
in humidity have also been found as 
detrimental to the virus.

According to the cSIRO, the virus 
appears to primarily spread through 
the air but more research was needed 
to provide further insights into the 
transmission of the virus via surfaces.

cSIRO’s Debbie Eagles said: “While 
the precise role of surface transmis-
sion, the degree of surface contact 
and the amount of virus required 

for infection is yet to be determined, 
establishing how long this virus re-
mains viable on surfaces is critical 
for developing risk mitigation strat-
egies in high contact areas.”

The main message remains that 
“infectious people are far, far more 
infectious than surfaces”, Drew 
told the ABc.

He said: “But nevertheless, it may 
help to explain why even when we 
got rid of the infectious people, we 
do occasionally get these breakouts 
again, sometimes even in a country 
which is considered to be free.” AFP

Researchers at Australia’s national science agency have found that the coronavirus that causes Covid-19 can survive on surfaces 
like mobile phone screens for up to 28 days in cool, dark conditions. AFP

Azerbaijan reported overnight shelling by Armenian forces on the 
country’s second largest city, Ganja. AFP

Shelling shatters Karabakh ceasefire hopes
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employers in Indonesia seek 
to defend jobs law amid outcry
b

USINeSSPeoPLe in 
Indonesia have sought 
to defend the recently 
passed Job creation 

Law days after 11 ministers did 
so, claiming that the regulation 
will uphold labour rights and 
will address high labour costs 
and productivity issues.

Indonesian employer As-
sociation (Apindo) chair 
Hariyadi Sukamdani said on 
Friday that issues prevent-
ing businesses from employ-
ing more people formed the 
background of the drafting 
and deliberation of the om-
nibus law. He said the legisla-
tion aimed to redress a long-
term decline in employment.

“In the span of 17 years since 
Law No 13/2003 on labour was 
passed, a significant decline in 
employment has taken place,” 
he said in a virtual discussion 
held by the association. “this 
is in contrast to the growth of 
our workforce, which has in-
creased by more than two mil-
lion people every year.”

From February 2019 to Feb-
ruary of this year, 1.73 million 
Indonesians entered the work-
force, bringing the nation’s total 
to 137.91 million. over the same 
period, 1.67 million people 
gained employment, Statistics 
Indonesia (bPS) data shows.

the country’s unemploy-
ment rate was 4.99 per cent in 
February of this year, slightly 
lower than the 5.01 per cent 
unemployment rate in the 
same month the year before.

Indonesia’s unemployment 
rate steadily declined from 
5.94 per cent in August 2014 
– a few months before Presi-
dent Joko “Jokowi” Widodo 
took office – to the figure in 
February of this year.

on thursday, 11 ministers 
defended the controversial 
law as public protests raged 
over provisions that labour 
unions said could jeopardise 
labour rights and encourage 

easy hiring and firing.
the ministers also sought 

to defend the deliberation of 
the law, which experts and 
activists say lacked transpar-
ency and public debate.

the government hopes the 
omnibus law, which has altered 
more than 79 previous laws and 
eliminated thousands of pro-
visions, will boost investment 
and create jobs in the country.

the law regulates a variety 
of processes and institutions, 
from labour and business 
licensing to education and 
sovereign wealth funds.

Indonesia’s gross domestic 
product (GDP) contracted 5.32 
per cent in the second quarter 
of this year and is expected to 
shrink annually for the first time 
since the 1998 Asian financial 
crisis amid falling household 
consumption, which typically 
accounts for more than half the 
nation’s economy, and busi-
ness investment.

Aloysius budi Santoso, the 
Apindo representative on the 
jobs law drafting team, said 
the law would uphold work-

ers’ rights, such as maternity 
and menstrual leave.

“If there is any article that is 
not included in the Job cre-
ation Law, then it still refers to 
Law No 13/2003 on labour,” 
said Aloysius, who also serves 
as chief of corporate human 
capital development at diver-
sified conglomerate Pt Astra 
International.

“the [jobs law] covers only 
the most important parts. the 
details will be derived in sev-
eral [implementing] regula-
tions, such as presidential reg-
ulations, presidential decrees 
or anything else,” he added.

Last week, the House an-
nounced that the draft agreed 
upon in the plenary session 
on october 5 and circulated 
among journalists was not, in 
fact, the final draft of the law, 
further obfuscating the al-
ready opaque legislative pro-
cess. As of the time of writing, 
the final draft has not been 
made available to the public.

center of reform on eco-
nomics (core) Indonesia ex-
ecutive director Mohammad 

Faisal said high labour costs 
and low productivity should 
be solved by improving work-
er productivity rather than 
passing the far-reaching law.

“Improving productivity 
is what should be done, not 
pressuring workers’ welfare,” 
he said on Friday. companies, 
he added, could train workers 
to improve their productivity 
and the government could of-
fer subsidies to those that did.

bahana Sekuritas wrote in 
a research note on october 5 
that Indonesia’s rigid labour 
laws helped cushion the eco-
nomic blow caused by the un-
folding covid-19 pandemic, 
evinced by Indonesia’s low un-
employment rate compared 
to countries with fewer labour 
protections, such as the US.

the government said in 
June that it expected the un-
employment rate to rise to be-
tween 8.1 and 9.2 per cent this 
year and that some 5.5 million 
people would lose their jobs 
during the pandemic-induced 
economic downturn. THE JAKAR-

TA POST/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vows of peaceful, three-finger salute for royal procession
bANGKoK pro-democracy protest-
ers will not block a royal procession 
through the area during the octo-
ber 14 rally, one of the pro-democ-
racy groups organising the demon-
stration has assured.

Free Youth, a pro-democracy 
group, posted on its Facebook page 
that they would not block the royal 
motorcade during the rally on 
Wednesday, but would instead 
make way with a three-finger salute 
in order to enunciate their demand 
for reform of the monarchy.

Pro-democracy protesters have 
long used the three-finger salute as 
a gesture of protest against dicta-
torship.

the protesters plan to hold a 
mega-rally at Democracy Move-
ment at ratchadamnoen Avenue in 
bangkok on Wednesday.

Free Youth argued that they had 
already announced in advance 
about the rally, in response to crit-
ics who said the protesters should 
not hold a rally on a day when the 
King’s motorcade was scheduled to 
travel on that route.

He said they were willing to share 

the road with others and warned 
local media against misinterpreting 
their intention and inciting hatred 
against protesters.

they suggested that police reroute 
the royal motorcade in order to avoid 
any unexpected incident which might 
be carried out by a third party with ulte-
rior motives while they have pledged a 
peaceful political gathering.

Arnon Nampa, a prominent 
human rights lawyer and one of the 
protest leaders, said that pro-de-
mocracy protesters would take the 
opportunity to make the case for a 
reform of the monarchy directly to 
the King when the royal motorcade 
passes the rally site that day.

Protesters would stand up and 
show a three-finger salute, he said 
on Saturday night during a brief 
speech at a pro-democracy rally in 
Nakhon ratchasima province.

Protesters will also march to Gov-
ernment House to demand the 
resignation of the Prayut chan-o-
cha administration.

the protesters may stay for many 
days at Government House before 
moving to Parliament when it opens 

in order to pressure senators and 
members of Parliament to start the 
constitution rewriting process.

A huge number of protesters are 
expected on Wednesday to mark the 
first uprising against dictatorship in 
1973, and to intensify this year’s pro-
tests against the government. 

Youth-led protesters are demand-
ing a rewriting of the constitution, 
resignation of the Prayut govern-
ment and dissolution of Parliament, 
as well as reforms to the monarchy.

Meanwhile, Abhisit Vejjajiva, a 
former leader of the Democrat 
Party, said the government should 
listen to the demands of the pro-
democracy movement. Young peo-
ple have voiced their own demands, 
and the government cannot sup-
press their voices, he warned.

Youth-led protesters have inten-
sified their protest against the 
establishment after Parliament 
delayed a rewriting of the constitu-
tion. Many small-scale protests 
have been held in many provinces 
in the run-up to the planned mega-
rally on Wednesday. THE NATION (THAI-

LAND)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Kien Giang rolls out 
cybersecurity and 
info operation centre
tHe Mekong Delta province of 
Kien Giang on Friday launched 
the centre for Monitoring 
cyber Security and Safety, and 
Information operation, as part 
of the Vietnamese province’s 
digital government initiative.

the 16 billion dong 
($690,000) centre will improve 
administrative reform and the 
quality of public services, and 
protect information safety and 
security in cyberspace, as well 
as contribute to the objectives 
of a digital government and 
smart city, as directed by Prime 
Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc.

the centre will continue to 
upgrade systems to provide 
information to meet the 
demand of data analysis and 
synthesis to help leaders make 
accurate and timely decisions 
related to economic and socio-
cultural development.

the centre’s camera system 
will monitor and analyse imag-
es to help management agen-
cies carry out measures to 
direct and operate traffic, and 
manage social order. It will also 
have monitoring systems for 
soil, water, air and noise.

the public can access the 
centre through a mobile appli-
cation.

the centre will conduct 
research on smart cities, and 
apply big data and artificial 
intelligence in socio-econom-
ic forecasting.

Lam Van Sen, director of the 
provincial Department of Infor-
mation and communications, 
said: “the centre has three main 
functions of supervision, admin-
istration and synthesis, to serve 
people better and the operating 
demands of the city.”

the centre connects with the 
National cyber Security cen-
tre of Vietnam managed by the 
Ministry of Information and 
communications to ensure 
information safety under the 
prime minister directive to 
discover inappropriate infor-
mation on the internet.

the provincial Data centre is 
managed by the local Depart-
ment of Information and com-
munications. the total capital 
for infrastructure was more 
than 130 billion dong from the 
central and local budgets and 
private sector donations.

State offices in the province 
and districts have a website that 
provides information, including 
instructions from provincial lead-
ers for the public and enterprises. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Apindo chair Hariyadi Sukamdani said issues preventing businesses from employing more people formed 
the background of the drafting and deliberation of the omnibus law. THE JAKARTA POST

The Mekong Delta province of Kien Giang on Friday launched the Centre 
for Monitoring Cyber Security and Safety, and Information Operation, as 
part of the Vietnamese province’s digital government initiative. VIETNAM 
NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS

Pro-democracy protesters have long used the three-finger salute as a gesture of protest 
against dictatorship. AFP
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P
erHAPS the most 
grievous effect of 
covid-19, especially 
on those dying of or 

receiving treatment for it, is 
the loneliness.

In their desire to limit the 
spread of infection and pre-
vent possible outbreaks, 
health authorities the world 
over have dictated a severe 
protocol for the care and han-
dling of people battling the 
most serious impact of covid-
19. the patient is bundled off 
into an isolation room, off-
limits to everyone but the 
most essential health person-
nel who are themselves suited 
in intimidating personal pro-
tective equipment.

once confined, the covid-
19 patient is left to his or her 
own devices, tethered to a 
bewildering array of 
machines. the majority of 
those diagnosed positive sur-
vive the ordeal and the treat-
ment, but only after several 
days of painful struggle and 
two additional weeks of 
quarantine even after being 
discharged. 

For those succumbing to 
the virus, the last days are 
spent in silence and isolation, 
while loved ones can do noth-
ing but peer through glass 
windows or communicate by 
mobile phones. even in 
death, loneliness reigns. the 
bodies of the dead are taken 
away and immediately cre-
mated, urns bearing ashes the 
only concrete signs left that 
once a human being lived, 
loved, and walked the earth.

but the impact of covid-19 
reverberates far beyond the 
confines of IcUs, hospital 
rooms, or quarantine facili-
ties. the emotional toll the 
disease takes on family mem-
bers and friends is immeas-
urable. However, even those 
with no personal contact 
with covid-19 but living in a 
world suddenly dominated 
by the virus can feel and 
imbibe the free-floating anxi-
ety, as they manoeuvre and 
behold their surroundings 
behind a face mask and face 
shield while keeping physi-
cally distant from other peo-
ple, alert for anyone cough-
ing, sneezing, wheezing, or 
otherwise unwell.

Such paranoia can only 

result in a spike in mental 
health problems, as the find-
ings of a seven-country sur-
vey (including the Philip-
pines) show. the report, 
titled The greatest need was to 
be listened to: The importance 
of mental health and psycho-
social support during Covid-
19 and released by the Inter-
national red cross and red 
crescent Movement, “dem-
onstrates how the pandemic 
is adding an extraordinary 
level of stress and suffering 
on communities around the 
world”.

With countries seeking to 
balance the competing 
demands of keeping every-
one safe indoors while 
encouraging the public to get 
out and stimulate the stalled 
economy, societies are grap-
pling with both old and new 
mental health issues. Accord-
ing to International commit-
tee of the red cross director-
general robert Mardini, the 
“covid-19 health crisis has 
exacerbated the psychologi-
cal distress of millions of 

people already living through 
conflicts and disasters”. 
“Lockdown restrictions, a 
loss of social interaction, and 
economic pressures are all 
impacting people’s mental 
health and access to care. 
Mental health is just as 
important as physical health, 
especially in crisis situations, 
when mental health needs 
are especially critical,” Mar-

dini emphasised.
In the Philippines, the need 

to recognise and address 
mental health issues is made 
even more urgent by the lack 
of data. estimates on the 
number of Filipinos suffering 
from depression, say 
researchers Lance espejo and 
Yoo Jung Lee, are easily more 
than a decade old. but even 
old data produced alarming 

results. For instance, suicide 
rates increased from 1984-
2005 among males, while 32 
per cent of 327 respondents 
experienced a “mental health 
problem”. third, intentional 
self-harm was the ninth lead-
ing cause of death for Filipi-
nos in their 20s, per a 2003 
study.

In time for the enactment 
of the mental health law in 

2018, the Philippine Depart-
ment of Health’s statistics on 
mental health were updated, 
but using data generated 
since over a decade before. 

“Since 2018, therefore, we 
don’t know any official gov-
ernment data on the mental 
health situation,” said espejo 
and Lee.

Given the events in the 
interim, especially the eco-

nomic reversal resulting in 
millions out of work, the dra-
conian measures applied to 
impose isolation, and the 
lack of contact among 
friends, classmates, and 
workmates, we can only 
expect the number of people 
falling prey to depression 
and mental stress to increase.

but it is not too late to act. 
“Mental health pro-

grammes are some of the 
least expensive interventions 
in humanitarian response, 
but they have a lifesaving 
and priceless impact on the 
lives of people who need 
them,” says Jagan chapagain, 
secretary-general of the 
International Federation of 
red cross and red crescent 
Societies. 

“Now more than ever, we 
must invest in mental health 
and psychosocial support for 
everyone – communities and 
carers alike – to help people 
cope, rebuild their lives, and 
thrive through this crisis.” 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

opinion
Editorial

Invest in mental health support

In the Philippines, the need to recognise and address mental health issues is made even more urgent by the lack of data. PIXABAY

we must invest in mental 
health and psychosocial 

support for everyone to help 
people cope through this crisis
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Arts & culture
Locals leading a music scene revival
Hong Raksmey

F
IVe years ago, Laura 
baker left her native 
UK to work in inter-
national development 

in cambodia. After spending 
time in the country, her inter-
est in its culture, history and 
the revival of its art scene grew.

When she learned that 
young cambodian musicians 
had a sparse support system to 
nurture their talents, baker de-
cided to launch her own social 
enterprise to help these young 
artists achieve their dreams.

“Meeting young people here 
and getting to know young 
musicians inspired me. they 
are amazing, you know. So I 
heard from different people 
that there’s not much support in 
terms of music education. they 
don’t really know how to build 
themselves up. that was how it 
started,” says baker, the founder 
of the Sound Initiative (tSI).  

“It is all about music and 
vocational training. cambo-
dia is also at the beginning of 
a cultural revival after years of 
devastation and the youth are 
at the centre of this revival.”  

baker is a classically trained 
singer who has performed 
throughout the UK, europe, 
the US, russia and Asia. She 
also holds a Master’s degree 
in international law from 
bristol University.

In 2017, she founded tSI 
– a non-profit social enter-
prise focused on supporting 
emerging young talent with 
the resources and tools to en-
sure their ability to find work 
in the music industry.

“the cambodian music in-
dustry’s lack of qualified musi-
cians and sound engineers not 
only affects the quality of music 
creation in cambodia and the 
ability of the youth to broad-
cast their voice, it also limits the 
chances for creative industries 
to contribute to cambodia’s 
economy,” says baker. 

She believes that the benefits 
of a thriving music scene – and 
a supportive environment that 
enables it to thrive – have been 
demonstrated worldwide.

Music is widely understood 
to be a tool for empowering 
young people to develop con-
fidence and their creative tal-
ents, she adds. 

“our long-term goal is to re-
vive cambodia’s reputation as 
an inspiring source of creativity 
in the region by putting in place 
programmes and initiatives that 
support youth keen to work in 
this industry,” says baker, who 
spent 10 years in music school. 

the tSI programme is chal-
lenging, but the young artists 
receive encouragement at each 
step and are pushed to diversify 
their skills as much as possible. 

“For example, if you can 
write music or produce mu-
sic well there are opportuni-
ties to write for well-known 
artists. or if you are a com-
petent music engineer, there 
are other opportunities in the 
industry doing live sound for 
events,” baker says.

chheng chive Heang start-
ed as a student in tSI’s first 
training programme in 2018 
and later started working for 
the social enterprise.

She has written music for 
a USAID campaign, travelled 
to the UK to collaborate with 
british musicians, and won 
grants and scholarships from 
the Arnchorn-Pond Living 
Arts Scholarship and cambo-
dia’s children Fund.

baker says: “All of these op-
portunities have developed 
her skills in the music indus-
try and provided her work as 
a teacher, performer, dancer 
and emcee.” 

euan Douglas Gray, the 
music director at tSI, has es-
tablished himself as a leading 
figure in the development of 
original Khmer artists over 
the past seven years.

“cambodian music is al-
ready growing. they have 
traditional music and music 
from the 1960s to inspire the 
younger generation. I think 
now as we are living in a glob-
alised world, opportunities to 
grow the music scene are be-

ing developed here,” he says.  
“People want to write their 

own music and express them-
selves. they are young cambo-
dians who express themselves 
through Khmer culture.” 

TSI Academy
Many aspiring musicians 

use Youtube as a learning re-
source but there are few train-
ing organisations or learning 
resources offered in Khmer. 
With the re-emergence of the 
music industry in cambodia, 
there is an opportunity to cre-
ate a generation of musician 
role models who tell their sto-
ries through music and define 
their generation.

baker, who is also tSI’s man-
aging director, tells The Post: 
“tSI Academy provides free 
services through training pro-
grammes that build confidence 
through education, knowledge 
and performance experiences 
and support participants in 
earning a living wage.” 

She says tSI provides edu-
cation in various subjects 
by offering mentoring and 
coaching sessions, running 

cross-cultural music exchang-
es, and providing lessons, 
workshops, master classes 
and other similar events.

tSI has two branches – tSI 
Academy and tSI Studio. tSI 
Academy is the non-profit arm 
of the organisation. tSI’s Music 
Academy programmes are cur-
rently delivered in two project-
based courses – producer and 
artist. both develop the learn-
er’s knowledge and practical 
understanding of song devel-
opment and collaboration.  

tSI Studio is a professional 
soundproofed studio with a 
separate control room, vocal 
booth and a multipurpose 
live room that was launched 
in September at Factory 
Phnom Penh. 

baker says: “tSI currently 
offers its music studio, record-
ing and rehearsal facilities for 
free to people who participate 
directly in its programmes. 
the Studio is the for-profit 
arm that will begin to support 
our non-profit programmes.” 

The artists 
Not long ago, Mora, whose 

real name is Nem chan Mon-
ey, was a novice music pro-
ducer who learned the trade 
through various mentors. 
When she enrolled at tSI as the 
only female in the enterprise’s 
second group of students, her 
talents were nurtured and her 
potential realised. 

Mora tells The Post: “Previ-
ously I partook in an ‘FL’ Stu-
dio programme and the studio 
was in a bedroom. but at tSI, 
the programme is new and the 
studio is professional quality.

“When I made a song, I was as 
excited as if I won a campaign. I 
felt like I was flying,” she says. 

She completed her six-
month term and is now a 
producer, singer and song-
writer with a small band that 
performs at pubs around the 
capital. Mora is currently on 
the search for other artists as 
well to complete more inde-
pendent projects. 

chea Vichet learned music 
production from his mentors 
and the internet before turn-
ing to tSI. 

“What I appreciated about 
tSI is that they put an artist and 

producer together who then 
value each other and work as a 
team. tSI provides a standard 
programme which allows me 
to see the world of music.”

From imagining a melody to 
writing a song and composing 
music, it takes a team of two 
(artist and producer) several 
days to produce a song. 

Veth ousa, who goes by 
Flew, says: “It’s up to our 
cooperation and how we’re 
feeling. though we try to 
make deadlines, if we are not 
in a good mood, the results 
are lacking.

Now some of us have our 
own studios. We can produce 
music and make music for 
our clients,” he says. 

Yem Phanit aka Wren 
learned to play the guitar in a 
three-month course, but she 
was very shy and hadn’t per-
formed in public before par-
ticipating in tSI’s programme.

“I love romantic songs. In 
this programme, I have two 
songs and now I sing cover 
songs which I post on social 
media,” says Wren, who is now 
a songwriter and vocalist. 

Working with TSI
Students between 18-30 

years old are selected based 
on their interest in the sub-
jects taught by tSI, and their 
perceived potential. 

People who show signifi-
cant musical talent and are 
interested in becoming a ca-
reer musician but who need 
further musical instruction 
are examples of appropriate 
students, according to baker. 

chive Heang says only 10 
students are recruited per 
term. they are divided into 
two groups – producers and 
artists – and are tasked with 
learning basic musical skills 
before choosing the partners 
they will create songs with.

“our songs are unique 
both in terms of style and 
lyrics. they face challeng-
es because they use their 
own style, which is different 
from current popular music. 
Lately, they’ve been leaning 
towards funk and jazz mel-
odies,” says chive Heang.

Professional musicians 
are welcome to collaborate 
at tSI as trainers or public 
speakers. 

In a typical programme 
which typically lasts six 
months but was recently ex-
tended to nine due to covid-
19 restrictions, artists write 
many songs. At the end of the 
term, one song from each art-
ist and producer is chosen to 
be compiled into an album 
featuring music from each 
artist-producer tandem. the 
current group’s album is avail-
able for free at https://sound-
wave2020.hearnow.com/

For more details on joining 
or partnering with tSI, visit 
https://www.thesoundinitia-
tive.com/ or the Sound Ini-
tiative Facebook page.

tSI is open on weekdays 
from 9am to 5pm at Factory 
Phnom Penh. 

The Sound Initiative offers music courses to budding Cambodian musicians to provide them with practical skills to land jobs in the industry. hean rangsey

(From left to right) Laura Baker, ‘Wren’, ‘Mora’, ‘Flew’, ‘Slomo’, Chea Vichet, Chheng Chive Heang and Euan Douglas Grey. hean rangsey



Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Do the party dishes?
  6 Two-toned sea mammal
 10 Partner of circumstance
 14 Shopping mecca of old
 15 Grassy pastures
 16 Field of expertise
 17 Fantastic notions
 19 “12 Years a Slave” actor
 20 Baby bodysuit
 21 Org. with a crack staff?
 22 Peacock-feather features
 23 Out of the ordinary
 25 Thing that often has branches
 27 Big trash bin
 32 Fond du ___, Wisc.
 33 “Fifteen Miles on the ___ Canal”
 34 Sign of what’s coming
 36 Basis of the marine food chain
 40 Certain light source
 41 It’s in the eye of the beholder
 43 Small amount
 44 First letter of the Hebrew 

alphabet
 46 Repetitive learning method
 47 Reasons for doing something
 48 A wing, for Dumbo
 50 It crosses the nave

 52 “Get a move on!”
 56 Lennon’s beloved
 57 Nuclear-energy source
 58 Post-wedding title
 60 Absent without leave
 65 Fuzz-covered fruit
 66 Certain recyclables
 68 Some spirit
 69 Iris holder
 70 Sesame seed and honey 

confection
 71 Making its way there
 72 Tailor-made
 73 Less assertive
DOWN
  1 Mob kingpin
  2 Opposed, Dogpatch style
  3 Get bombed
  4 “___ Tu” (Spanish-language  

hit song)
  5 Cockpit items
  6 Grand ___ Opry
  7 Dig into a book
  8 Caravan beast
  9 Attack with abandon
 10 Office fasteners
 11 One of the Indian languages
 12 It’s fed at curbside

 13 “I Fall To Pieces” singer Cline
 18 Colorful variety of lawn grass
 24 Voice a formal objection
 26 Bleated sound
 27 Designer Oscar ___ Renta
 28 River to the Caspian Sea
 29 Act speechlessly
 30 Patty of “Peanuts”
 31 Put in fresh soil
 35 Dragster’s fuel
 37 Al from Tennessee
 38 At the summit
 39 Ninety degrees from north
 42 It’s inclined to provide shelter
 45 Bale contents
 49 Noisy or violent disturbance
 51 Some bridge positions
 52 Atlantic cod relatives
 53 Far from worthless
 54 Martin’s “Laugh-In” co-host
 55 Establish as fact
 59 Let fly, as lava
 61 Place of many Mormons
 62 Wartime partner
 63 Campbell of TV and film
 64 Autocratic ruler
 67 Put an embargo on

“NO PYPSQUEAKS ALLOWED” 

Monday’s solution

Monday’s solution
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S
ILIcoN Valley is now 
taking aim at whiskey 
aged in barrels, with a 
start-up promising to 

mature spirits on a large scale 
in days instead of years with the 
same taste, color and aroma.

bespoken Spirits, created by 
two partners in Menlo Park, 
california, said Wednesday it 
had raised $2.6 million in seed 
funding to launch its acceler-
ated spirits aging process.

the company claims that its 
patent-pending system could 
save the spirits industry more 
than $20 billion a year.

“our sustainable approach 
helps customers go from con-
cept to bottle in just days,” 
said co-founder Stu Aaron.

“We tailor the customer’s 
spirit to meet their specifica-
tions, using materials science 
and data analytics to save them 
years of time and as much as 
70 per cent of their costs.

“this is accelerated matu-
ration 2.0.”

According to a bespoken 
statement, there are more than 
9.1 million barrels of bourbon 
and other spirits aging just in 
the state of Kentucky.

each year, nearly 20 million 
gallons of spirits are lost “to 
evaporation due to the waste-
ful, time-consuming and anti-
quated barrel aging process.”

the company says that its 
proprietary technology “ex-
tracts the key elements of the 
barrel that enhance aroma, 
color and taste (Act), man-
aging the critical chemical 
reactions . . . enabling billions 

of bespoken recipes within 
days, not years.”

‘Smell of rust and antiseptic’
Whiskey usually takes at 

least three years to age, and 
the bulk of its flavor comes 
from the oak barrels used dur-
ing the maturation process.

“the traditional spirits pro-
duction process is outdated, im-
precise, unpredictable, unsus-
tainable and inefficient,” said 
co-founder Martin Janousek. 

“We’ve reimagined the pro-
cess with modern science and 
sustainable technology, using 
the same all natural elements 
of wood, toast, and char.”

bespoken whiskeys and 
bourbons are already sold 
in stores and have even won 
competitions, the company 
says.

but how does it taste?
the reviewer at WhiskeyWash.

com gave it middling scores.

“My first impression was of 
the smell of rust and antisep-
tic — not the most inviting of 
notes right out of the gate,” 
reviewer John Dover wrote af-
ter tasting bespoken whiskey 
distilled with bourbon mash. 

“It tastes of plastic with a 
hint of banana bread, like bit-
ing into your afternoon snack 
but forgetting to unwrap the 
cellophane first,” he added.

He was a bit kinder when 
reviewing bespoken’s rye 
whiskey flavored with charred 
American oak staves.

“Drinking this was similar to 
sitting down to a cooled bowl 
of oatmeal with raisins,” he 
wrote. “there was an oakiness 
to the rye with a sharp cinna-
mon note on the front of the 
tongue.”

Investors include t.J rod-
gers, owner of clos de la tech 
wine, and ex-pro baseball 
player Derek Jeter. AFP

ArMeD with a stick, a floral-
shirted scarecrow with a plas-
tic pot for a head stands guard 
in front of a rural cambodian 
home – a sentry erected by 
superstitious farmers to ward 
off the coronavirus.

Known as “ting Mong” in 
Khmer, the creatively ren-
dered scarecrows often pop 
up in villages that have been 
hard-hit by infectious diseas-
es like dengue or water-borne 
diarrhoea.

this time, “I’ve set up the 
ting Mong to prevent the 
coronavirus from threatening 
my family,” says farmer Sok 
chany, 45. 

She has two posted in front 
of her wooden stilt home in 
Kampong cham province, 
about 110km northeast of the 
capital Phnom Penh. 

the other is dressed in 
camo-green and has a stick 
propped like a rifle across its 
hay-stuffed chest.

“It is our ancient supersti-
tion to set up ting Mongs 
when there are dangerous 
diseases or to avert evil,” she 
tells AFP.

the majority-buddhist 
kingdom has a strong strain 
of animism incorporated into 
the daily lives and rituals of 
cambodians, with many be-

lieving that spirits are tied to 
places, animals and things.

the ting Mongs are meant 
to ward off evil spirits wishing 
to bring harm on an unsus-
pecting family by spreading 
disease.

In Sok chany’s trapeang Sla 
village, no chances are taken 
– an effigy is tied to the gate 
of nearly every home, though 
constructed with varying de-
grees of effort.

Some are elaborately 
dressed in military uniform 
or floral pyjamas, while oth-
ers simply have stuffed bags 
with sunglasses perched on 
them for a head.

Farmer ton Pheang stuffs 

old clothing up the arm of his 
ting Mong, which is dressed 
in a bright pink shirt and has 
a helmet for its head.

“this is my second one – 
the first one broke,” the 55-
year-old says, adding that his 
scarecrow has been standing 
guard under sun and rain 
since April when the outbreak 
started spreading rapidly 
across Southeast Asia.

“We’ve been fine since the 
outbreak,” ton Pheag tells AFP. 
“I’ll continue to leave it up as 
long as covid still exists.” 

cambodia appears to escaped 
the brunt of the pandemic, reg-
istering just 283 infections and 
no deaths. AFP

the start-up shaking 
up the whiskey world

cambodian farmers deploy 
scarecrows to ward off virus

A new California-based start-up is shunning the traditional method of 
aging whiskey in barrels to save time and money. PETER DIBDIN/AFP

A woman sets up a scarecrow in front of her home in Cambodia’s    
Kampong Cham province. AFP
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Nadal wins 13th French open title
r

AFAeL Nadal demol-
ished Novak Djokovic 
6-0, 6-2, 7-5 to win his 
13th French open on 

Sunday and equal the all-time 
record of 20 Grand Slam titles 
held by roger Federer who 
hailed the victory as “one of 
sport’s greatest achievements”.

For world No1 Djokovic, the 
defeat ended his hopes of an 
18th Slam and of becoming 
the first man since rod Laver 
in 1969 to win all four majors 
twice.

Nadal, 34, claimed his 100th 
match win at roland Garros 
against just two defeats since 
his 2005 debut.

the Spaniard, the oldest 
champion in Paris since An-
dres Gimeno in 1972, claimed 
the title without dropping a 
set.

He finished the one-sided 
affair with just 14 unforced 
errors to his opponent’s 52.

“congrats to Novak for an-
other great tournament. Sorry 
for today. We’ve played plenty 
of times together – one day 
one wins, another the other,” 
said Nadal.

“After all the things I have 
been through in my career 
with injuries, I could not have 
done it without my family.”

Nadal said he wasn’t even 
thinking about matching 
Federer’s record.

“It’s been a very tough year. 
Winning here means every-
thing to me so it’s not about 
equalling roger on 20, for me 
today it’s just a roland Garros 
victory,” said Nadal who had 
skipped the US open due to 
the global health crisis and 
was playing just his second 

tournament since February.
“roland Garros means ev-

erything to me. I spent most of 
the most important moments 
of my tennis career here.

“Just playing here is a true 
inspiration. the love story I 
have with this court and city 
is unbelievable.”

For Djokovic, it was just his 
second loss of 2020 following 
his default at the US open.

‘King of clay’
“today, rafa showed why 

you are the king of clay. I was 
out-played by a better player.”

Nadal also used his victory 
speech to thank organisers 
for staging the tournament, 
pushed back from its tradi-
tional May-June slot due to 
the coronavirus pandemic.

“I want to send a message 
to everyone around the world. 

We are facing one of the worst 
moments that we remember in 
this world, fighting against this 
virus. Keep going, stay positive.

“We will get through this and 
we will beat the virus soon.”

Federer was quick to hail 
Nadal, his long-time rival and 
close friend.

“It is a true honour for me to 
congratulate rafa on his 20th 
Grand Slam victory,” said the 

Swiss star who missed the 
tournament to recover from 
knee surgery.

“It is especially amazing that 
he has won roland Garros an 
incredible 13 times which is 
one of the greatest achieve-
ments in sport. I hope the 20 
is just another step on the con-
tinuing journey for both of us.”

the 56th meeting between 
the world’s top two players 

on Sunday started under the 
roof of court Philippe cha-
trier, intensifying the echo of 
a crowd limited to 1,000 due 
to the pandemic.

conventional wisdom sug-
gested that would favour 
Djokovic but nobody told Na-
dal who broke three times in 
the 45-minute opening set.

the Spaniard hit 10 winners 
and just two unforced errors.

Djokovic’s error count was 13 
with the out-of-sorts Serb even 
squandering three break points 
of his own in the fourth game.

More worrying for the world 
number one – Nadal improved 
to 111-0 when winning the first 
set of best-of-five matches on 
clay in his career.

It was the first opening set 
‘bagel’ in a roland Garros fi-
nal since 2004 when Gaston 
Gaudio recovered to defeat 
Argentine compatriot Guiller-
mo coria in five sets.

Djokovic finally got on the 
board with a service hold in the 
first game of the second set but 
Nadal maintained his relent-
less push, going to a double 
break for 4-1 as even the Serb’s 
usual deft touches on the drop 
shot deserted him.

Nadal wrapped up a two-set 
lead with his unforced error 
count at just six to Djokovic’s 30.

Nadal broke for the sixth 
time for a 3-2 lead in the third 
before Djokovic suddenly re-
stored his reputation as the 
sport’s best returner by carv-
ing out his first break of the 
afternoon for 3-3.

However, there was to be no 
miracle recovery as a double fault 
handed Nadal a 6-5 lead and he 
took the title with an ace. afp

raiders stun NFL 
champ chiefs as 
carr throws three tDs
DereK carr threw for 347 yards and 
three touchdowns Sunday to spark 
the Las Vegas raiders over previous-
ly unbeaten Kansas city 40-32 and 
snap two epic NFL droughts.

carr had an 0-6 record at Arrow-
head Stadium – losing by an average 
of 17 points – and the raiders had lost 
seven consecutive games in the home 
venue of the reigning Super bowl 
champions, but both those hoodoos 
were broken in the high-scoring 
duel.

“We stayed together, we played 
with confidence and we cut it loose 
from start to finish,” raiders defen-
sive end Maxx crosby said.

carr completed 22-of-31 passes 
while Josh Jacobs rushed 23 times for 
77 yards and two touchdowns.

“We knew what we were capable of,” 
carr said. “We were (down) 14-3 at one 
point and a few years ago we would’ve 
been down about that. Now we say we 
can make that up in a few plays.”

the raiders improved to 3-2, one 
game behind the 4-1 chiefs in the 
AFc West division.

the chiefs and raiders were level 
24-24 at halftime but Vegas defenders 
forced three straight punts and Jeff Heath 
intercepted chiefs star Patrick Mahomes 
to set up a raiders touchdown.

“It speaks to the kind of guys we 

have on this team,” raiders coach 
Jon Gruden said. “We’ve brought in 
guys who have an edge and who 
want to compete.”

Mahomes completed 22-of-43 
passes for 340 yards and three touch-
downs and ran for another score but 
the chiefs suffered their first loss 
since last November at tennessee.

Seahawks set mark
russell Wilson drove Seattle 94 

yards in 1:42 and threw the deciding 
six-yard touchdown pass to DK Met-
calf on fourth down with 15 seconds 
remaining to give the Seahawks a 
27-26 win over visiting Minnesota in 
a see-saw contest.

“We just believed if we got the ball 
back something great would hap-
pen,” Wilson said. “Unbelievable 
game, like a heavyweight fight.”

the Seahawks became the first 
NFL team to reach 5-0 this season, 
reaching the mark for the first time 
in team history.

“We’ve had some great teams. this 
for sure is one of them,” Wilson said. 
“We have to stay the course. We 
haven’t done anything yet.”

Pittsburgh stayed unbeaten by 
holding off visiting Philadelphia 
38-29, reaching 4-0 for the first time 
since 1979.

the Steelers had not scored 30 points 
in a game since late 2018, but ben 
roethlisberger completed 27-of-34 
passes for 239 yards and three touch-
downs, all to rookie chase claypool, 
who made seven catches in all for 110 
yards and also ran for a touchdown.

the Steelers scored on five consecu-
tive possessions starting in the second 
quarter to seize a 31-14 lead, but the 
eagles battled back and missed a 
chance to grab the lead when Jake 
elliott missed a 57-yard field goal 
attempt with 3:18 remaining.

Pittsburgh took over and 38-year-
old “big ben” connected with clay-

pool from 35 yards for a touchdown 
to seal the triumph.

Prescott out for Dallas 
the Dallas cowboys seized the NFc 

east division lead at 2-3 with a 37-34 
victory over the visiting New York Giants 
but suffered the day’s biggest injury.

Dallas quarterback Dak Prescott 
was carted off the field in tears and 
taken to hospital ahead of surgery 
on a compound right ankle fracture 
and dislocation.

“It sucks,” said cowboys running 
back ezekiel elliott. “I know we won. It 
just sucks to lose Dak, our leader. It’s 

going to take all of us to fill that void.”
Prescott had delivered more yard-

age than any passer in NFL history 
over a four-game span at 1,690.

Alex Smith, made a stunning come-
back at age 36 in Washington’s 30-10 
home loss to the Los Angeles rams.

Smith completed 9-of-17 for 37 yards 
as a reserve. He had not played since 
suffering spiral and compound frac-
tures to the tibia and fibula bones in his 
right leg in November 2018, requiring 
17 surgeries.

“Very surreal at first,” Smith said. 
“to have it happen as fast as it did was 
almost a blessing.” afp

Rafael Nadal beat world No1 Novak Djokovic in three sets to win his 20th Grand Slam, tying the record held by Roger Federer. afp

Raiders quarterback Derek Carr threw for 347 yards and three touchdowns on Sunday to beat Kansas City 40-32. afp
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LA Lakers 
crush Miami 
Heat to win 
17th NbA title
t

He Los Angeles 
Lakers, fueled by 
superstar Lebron 
James’s triple-dou-

ble, dominated the Miami 
Heat 106-93 on Sunday to 
win a record-equalling 17th 
NbA championship but 
their first in a decade.

James added another 
chapter to an epic career, 
delivering 28 points, 14 re-
bounds and 10 assists as 
he captured his fourth NbA 
title with a third team.

He earned NbA Finals Most 
Valuable Player honors for a 
fourth time, and said the ac-
complishment had a special 
flavor with the Lakers.

“this is a historic fran-
chise and to be a part of this 
is something that I’ll be able 
to talk about and my grand-
kids and kids will be able to 
talk about – their pawpaw 
played for the Los Angeles 
Lakers,” James said.

“It’s like playing for the 
Yankees and winning or 
playing for the cowboys and 
winning a Super bowl, or the 
Patriots. It’s like playing for 
the red Sox.”

James said the magnitude 
of what he was trying to ac-
complish with the Lakers 
kept his mind focused in the 
NbA’s quarantine bubble in 
orlando, Florida.

“to be able to win with a 

historical franchise is some-
thing that, no matter if your 
mind wavers away, you can 
always remember what 
you’re doing it for,” said 
James, recalling that he told 
Lakers president Jeanie buss 
when he arrived in Los An-
geles in 2018 that he “want-
ed to put this franchise back 
where it belongs.”

Anthony Davis, playing 
in his first title series after 
years of frustration in New 
orleans, added 19 points 
and 15 rebounds as the Lak-
ers completed a four-games-
to-two triumph more than 
eight months after the heli-
copter crash that killed team 
legend Kobe bryant, who 
had led the Lakers to their 
last title in 2010.

Emotional season 
the series in the NbA’s quar-

antine bubble in orlando, 
Florida, capped not only an 
emotional season for the Lak-
ers with the loss of talisman 
bryant but a season of uncer-
tainty and upheaval for the 
NbA as players grappled with 
the coronavirus pandemic 
and the demands for social 
and racial justice sweeping 
across the United States.

the Lakers out-hustled, 
out-muscled and out-
played Miami, making sure 
it wouldn’t come down to 

any last-gasp effort as it did 
when Los Angeles were de-
nied in game five on Friday.

Los Angeles had blew Game 
6 open by halftime, their 36 
second-quarter points equal-
ling the Heat’s entire first half 
total as the Lakers took a 64-
36 lead into the break with 
four players already scoring 
in double figures.

rajon rondo was a perfect 
six-for-six from the floor in the 
first half as the Lakers built the 
second-largest halftime lead 
in NbA Finals history.

rondo, who won a title with 
the celtics in 2008, scored 19 
points off the bench. Ken-
tavious caldwell-Pope add-
ed 17, Danny Green scored 
11 and the Lakers pulled 
level with the boston celtics 
for most titles all-time.

the Heat, who had 
stunned the Lakers on Fri-
day on the back of Jimmy 
butler’s gritty triple-double, 
couldn’t produce another 

miracle in the face of Los 
Angeles’ stifling defense.

bam Adebayo led the Heat 
with 25 points and 10 re-
bounds and butler and Jae 
crowder added 12 apiece, but 
Miami simply had no answer 
for the knockout blow Los An-
geles delivered in the first half.

Davis ‘over the hump’ 
James played his 260th play-

off game – surpassing Derek 
Fisher for the most all time.

He had signalled the Lak-
ers’ determination with nine 
first-quarter points.

the Lakers were devastat-
ing in transition, none more 
so than James, who went 
coast-to-coast for a basket at 
the rim with 6:21 left in the 
opening period that boosted 
the Lakers’ lead to 18-3 and 
brought the bench to its feet.

Miami got an emotional 
lift with the return of high-
scoring guard Goran Dragic 
with 1:09 remaining in the 

first quarter.
Dragic had been sidelined 

since suffering a torn plantar 
fascia in his left foot in game 
one, but he finished the 
night with just five points on 
two-of-eight shooting.

butler connected on just 
one basket in the opening 
quarter. “obviously nobody 
likes to lose,” butler said. 
“but I think we fought all 
year long, ups and downs, we 
stayed together – and I think 
that’s what it’s all about.”

James said one of the great 
satisfactions of the victory 
was helping Davis gain a title.

“I know what it feels like to 
have seven years where you 
feel like you can’t get over 
the hump,” said James, who 
had his arms around Davis 
on the sideline as the final 
seconds ticked off the clock.

“to be able to get him and 
we push him and let him 
know how great he is . . . that’s 
what it’s all about.” afp

Hamilton matches Schumacher record 
LeWIS Hamilton heaped 
praise on Michael Schu-
macher for leading the way 
in Formula one and thanked 
Mercedes for gambling on a 
“young black boy” following 
his record-equalling 91st 
Grand Prix win on Sunday.

Speaking at length in the vir-
tual news conference after 
claiming the eifel GP, his seventh 
win of the season, the runaway 
series leader talked of his admi-
ration and respect for the seven-
time champion German whose 
records he is chasing.

“that number 91 is so big 
and, when it’s so far away, it’s 
hard for people to perhaps 
fully understand how hard it 
was for him to get those 91 
wins,” six-time F1 champion 
Hamilton said.

“to deliver, weekend in and 
weekend out, year on year, 
and to stay so in shape and 
be so precise . . . I understand 
that now, more than ever.

“What he achieved in so 
many areas, pushing the 

limit in terms of the physical 
side, he really was a pioneer 
in being the fittest driver.”

Hamilton became a Mer-
cedes-supported driver when 
he was 13 and embarking on his 
international karting career.

“I’m just unbelievably grate-
ful to Mercedes for giving a 
young black boy a chance when 
I was 13 years old and support-
ing me all the way,” he said.

by the time he succeeded 
Schumacher in the Mercedes 

F1 team in 2013 Hamilton 
was already a world cham-
pion after winning his first 
title with McLaren in 2008.

on Sunday, Schumacher’s 
21-year-old son Mick pre-
sented Hamilton with one of 

hs father’s racing helmets. 
Hamilton was briefly speech-
less, but later explained it 
was not the first in his per-
sonal collection.

“I actually already have one 
of Michael’s helmets,” he 
said. “one of the really, really 
special moments for me was 
in Abu Dhabi in 2012 when I 
went over to the Mercedes 
hospitality and met with 
Michael.

“We exchanged helmets 
and that was, for me, a 
moment that I’ll never forget. 
to stand with someone that 
I grew up watching on tV and 
have the honour of exchang-
ing jerseys, or helmets ... It’s 
what us sportsmen do and it’s 
the highest sign of respect.”

“to have his family honour 
me today, I’m just incredibly 
humbled. His son is such a 
great, bright talent, a really 
genuine human being.

“I’m going to have two spe-
cial helmets from Michael in 
my small living room.” afp

The Los Angeles lakers, fueled by LeBron James (centre), captured the team’s 17th NBA championship 
trophy, the first in more than a decade. James was named MVP. Getty ImaGes/afp

Lewis Hamilton admires Michael Schumacher’s red helmet after tying the Grand Prix win record. afp

Portugal defender Raphael Guerreiro 
handles the ball in a scoreless draw 
against France that left the team in its 
first-place position. afp

Portugal and 
Italy on top 
in Nations 
League pools 
PortUGAL and Italy kept hold of first 
place in their Uefa Nations League 
groups on Sunday with goalless draws 
against France and Poland, while eng-
land saw off belgium to take the ini-
tiative in their pool.

there was not much to talk about 
at the Stade de France as a star-stud-
ded line up of players including cris-
tiano ronaldo, Kylian Mbappe and 
Antoine Griezmann failed to muster 
much of a spectacle in the League A, 
Group 3 match.

the 1,000 fans gathered in the cavern-
ous stadium just outside Paris to watch 
France host the reigning european 
champions were treated to just four 
shots on target as two rugged defences 
cancelled out each team’s attacks.

“We didn’t score a goal, but we 
weren’t here to score goals,” said Por-
tugal coach Fernando Santos.

“France are a great team. they have 
great players. It’s not always possible 
to create opportunities.”

Pepe headed home what he thought 
was a 74th-minute opener when he 
got on the end of bruno Fernandes’ 
free-kick but was flagged offside.

ronaldo, chasing his 102nd interna-
tional goal, was denied by a flying save 
from Hugo Lloris in added time.

Mbappe fluffed France’s best when 
rui Patricio anticipated his gentle 
chip when one-on-one with the Por-
tuguese stopper.

both sides are on seven points, four 
ahead of croatia, whose 2-1 home 
win over Sweden earlier on Sunday 
was the group’s more entertaining 
match, with a calamitous late lapse 
from Pontus Jansson allowing the 
2018 World cup finalists to snatch the 
points in a soaking Zagreb.

Defender Jansson dawdled under 
a high ball into the penalty area with 
six minutes remaining and allowed 
Ivan Perisic to nip in behind. the 
Inter Milan winger then squared the 
ball for Andrej Kramaric to tap in 
from close range.

Sweden are stuck on no points after 
losing all three of their matches.

Italy stretched their unbeaten 
streak to 18 matches and held onto 
top spot in League A, Group 1 with 
their stalemate in Gdansk.

New Juventus signing Federico 
chiesa missed the chance to win the 
match for the dominant ‘Azzurri’ from 
close range in the 11th minute. afp
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