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Temple copy
The Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts is studying a hotel in Thailand’s Surat Thani province which allegedly copied its style from 
the Bayon, Banteay Srei, and Angkor Wat temples in Siem Reap province. LE PALAIS HOTEL

India opens tunnel route to border

‘Jealousy’ behind husband-wife murder-suicide  

INDIA’S Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Saturday opened 
a Himalayan tunnel that will 
drastically reduce the time 
needed to rush troops to the 
country’s remote border with 
China as tensions grow between 
the giant Asian neighbours.

The tunnel traverses India’s 
northern Himachal Pradesh 

State and lies on one of two 
main routes for troops headed 
to border areas in Ladakh.

Twenty Indian and an 
unspecified number of Chi-
nese troops were killed in June 
during a deadly clash in Lada-
kh, which shares a disputed 
boundary with China’s restive 
Xinjiang and Tibet regions.

The two nuclear-armed 
countries have since rushed 
tens of thousands of addition-
al troops and weapons to the 
area, and have been locked in 
a tense stand-off for months.

The $400-million, 9km tun-
nel will cut the journey by 
about 50km and four hours, 
enabling travellers to bypass 

a tricky route across a land-
slide-prone Himalayan pass.

The tunnel, at an altitude of 
more than 3,000m, has been 
hailed as a feat of engineering.

A decade in the making, 
freezing temperatures and the 
challenging terrain meant

Soth Koemsoeun

LOCAL authorities said jealousy was the 
alleged motive for a Ministry of Interior 
official who killed his wife and then him-
self on Saturday night in the capital’s 
Kbal Tumnup village in Meanchey dis-
trict’s Boeung Tompun II commune.

Commune police chief Khun Leng 
said on Sunday that  Ouk Marady, 40, 
lived in a rented house in the village 
and was the deputy chief of hospital 
staff and a technician at the Bodyguard 

Department at the ministry. He died 
from a bullet wound to his head.

Leng said Marady lived with his wife, 
Keo Sreyda, 52, and his sister Ouk 
Sophanna, 45. Sreyda was killed by gun-
shot wounds to her chest and back.

“Officials have already done the 
autopsy. It is a case of jealousy. When 
Marady returned from work, Sreyda 
said he was having an affair and they 
argued. Sophanna tried to stop them 
but they didn’t listen,” Leng said.

He said after the incident, police 

seized a Chinese-made CF92 handgun 
with a magazine, five bullets and three 
shells. They are being held by forensic 
officials at the municipal Scientific-
Technical Police Department. 

Meanchey district police chief 
Meng Vimeandara could not be 
reached for comment on Sunday.

Meanchey district deputy police 
chief in charge of serious crimes, Nou 
Touch, said he was aware of the case 
but had no further details.

Marady’s and Sreyda’s relatives 

could not be reached for comment.
However, Fresh News reported 

Sophanna as saying she was cooking 
in the house when Marady came 
home. Sreyda arrived later and the 
couple started arguing.

When Sreyda accused Marady of 
having an affair, Marady brandished 
his pistol and threatened his wife. She 
unsuccessfully tried to diffuse the 
situation and left the kitchen.

“The couple continued to argue 
and then Sophanna heard three gun-

shots. She ran to the kitchen and 
found Marady lying dead on the floor. 
Sreyda was also dead and seated in a 
chair next to Marady’s body. 

Leng said Marady’s body was hand-
ed over to his family to be buried in 
his hometown in Chrey commune’s 
Pov village in Prey Veng province’s 
Kampong Trabek district. 

Sreyda’s body was handed over to her 
family to be buried at the Sambour 
Meas pagoda in Dangkor district’s Dan-
gkor commune in Phnom Penh.
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Niem Chheng

DEPUTY Prime Minister and 
Minister of National Defence 
Tea Banh said a US-funded 
facility at Ream Naval Base 
was demolished to make way 
for development.

His statement came after 
the Washington DC-based 
Centre for Strategic and In-
ternational Studies (CSIS) re-
leased an image showing the 
absence of the building at the 
complex.

The building was funded 
by the US in 2012 and demol-
ished between September 5 
and 10, said the CSIS. It was 
one of several facilities fund-
ed by the US on the base. The 
think tank said the building is 
reportedly being relocated af-
ter Cambodia struck a secret 
deal to grant China access to 
Ream.

In July last year, an uniden-
tified US official said Cambo-
dia had signed a secret deal to 
allow the Chinese military to 
control the Ream Naval Base.

Media reported the official 
saying the deal would allow 
the Chinese military to host 
the Ream base for 30 years 
and allow its military to sta-
tion troops, stock weapons 

and dock warships.
In addition to releasing the 

image, CSIS cited The Wall 
Street Journal, which claimed 
that Cambodia last year re-
jected US funding to repair 
a building at the same loca-
tion.

Minister of National De-
fence Tea Banh told The Post 
on Sunday the building was 
the tactical command head-
quarters of the National Com-
mittee for Maritime Security. 
It is being relocated to Koh 
Preap, 29km away.

Banh said CSIS is making 
more of the situation than it 
deserves.

“In our sovereign sphere 
we have the right to put it in 
a place that is more proper,” 
he said.

Prime Minister Hun Sen told 
reporters on Saturday that the 
US didn’t construct the build-
ing but had made repairs to 
an old one. He described the 
reaction as the “nature of the 
superpower”.

Cambodia denied the al-
legations.

“The US allegedly said the 
Ream port is built for China. So, 
Cambodia seems to not have

Building at 
Ream Naval 
Base levelled
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the right to develop it to defend 
its homeland. They alleged 
that [we] give it to this person 
or that person,” Banh said. 

US Embassy spokesman 
Chad Roedemeier told The 
Post via email on Sunday that 
the embassy had seen cred-
ible reports that a US-funded 
maritime security facility at 
Ream Naval base built in 2012 
and upgraded in recent years 
to help the country protect 
its coastal waters, has been at 

least partially demolished.
However, he referred ques-

tions to the Cambodian Army 
about what he called a “wor-
risome development”. 

“We remain consistent in 
urging Cambodia to take all 
measures to protect its sov-
ereignty and not allow any 
single country to have exclu-
sive use of military facilities 
within its borders. Facilitat-
ing access to Ream for all 
of Cambodia’s partners, as 
Prime Minister Hun Sen has 
stated, with none having an 

exclusive or permanent pres-
ence, would be in line with 
the country’s Constitution 
and avoid eroding regional 
stability,” he said.

Prime Minister Hun Sen 
said when he met with Cam-
bodian people in Switzerland 
in July last year that Cambo-
dia’s Constitution doesn’t al-
low for a foreign troop pres-
ence in Cambodia.

“I state solemnly that Chi-
nese [troops] or troops of any 
countries will not be present in 
Cambodia,” he said.

National
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Khouth Sophakchakrya

SToRMS in the past nine 
months have killed 180 people, 
which is 107 fewer compared 
to the same period last year, 
according to data from the Na-
tional Committee for Disaster 
Management (NCDM). 

The data shows that for the 
last nine months of the year, 
heavy rainstorms killed five 
people and injured 62, while 
6,000 homes and buildings 
were damaged.

Lightning strikes killed 76 
and injured 38. More than 90 
cattle died while 12 houses 
were damaged.  

NCDM spokesman Khun 
Sokha said it is a 40 per cent 
decrease from the same period 
last year when 287 people were 
killed or injured and 14,000 
houses sustained damage.

“Regardless of a decline in 
cases, natural disasters are 
still a concern,” said Sokha. 

Pursat province’s Krakor act-
ing district police chief Phach 
Chy told The Post on Sunday 
that a Svay Sar commune res-
ident, Phnom Chulsa, 23, was 
killed in a lightning strike on 
Saturday while washing his 
motorbike.

“We advise people to not go 
out of the house during rain 
and not to listen to the ra-
dio, watch television or use a 
phone during rain,” Chy said.

Takeo provincial hall ad-
ministrative director Moeng 
Vuthy told The Post last 
Thursday that heavy rain 
and strong winds hammered 

Samrong and Koh Andet dis-
tricts, damaging 42 houses 
and injuring two. 

Storms caused by Typhoon 
Noul, a low-pressure system 
from the South China Sea 
recently killed 12 people and 
damaged roads and bridges 
in rural areas.

Hundreds of hectares of 
crops were flooded, accord-
ing to data The Post collected 
from eight provinces – Koh 
Kong, Pursat, Battambang, 
Banteay Meanchey, Pailin, 
oddar Meanchey, Preah Siha-
nouk and Kampot.

Pursat provincial Department 
of Water Resources and Meteo-
rology director Keo Vay told The 
Post on Sunday the water level 
in the Pursat River had reached 
above the emergency level as 
rain continues to fall in the Car-
damom Mountains.

“The water level in the Pursat 
River reached 5.13m, which is 
0.13cm above the emergency 
level. It may flood again if the 
rain continues,” he said.

Pailin Provincial Hall ad-
ministrative director Un 
Bunly told The Post on Sun-
day that 50 houses in Stung 
Trang commune, Sala Krao 
district were flooded by rain 
and water flowing from vari-
ous rivers and stream systems 
in Ratanak Mondol, Battam-
bang and o’Andong districts 
in Pailin. 

Roads in Sala Krao cannot 
be travelled due to flooding. 
People have not been evacu-
ated and authorities are ob-
serving the situation.

Commitee says storms 
remain a big concern 
despite low casualties

Orm Bunthoeurn 

NINE suspects arrested by 
police at a Sihanoukville 
night club on September 30 
appeared in court on Satur-
day on charges of using and 

selling drugs.
Preah Sihanouk provincial po-

lice chief Chuon Narin told The 
Post: “We found the nine people 
– seven men and two women – 
had committed drugs offences. 
They are all Chinese and have 

been sent to court,” he said.
He said his officers worked 

in collaboration with officials 
from the Anti-drug depart-
ment and found some people 
were using drugs and others 
just went to the club for fun and 
were not associated with drugs. 
They were released, he said.

With assistance from pros-
ecutor Seang Sok and deputy 
prosecutor, Penh Piseth, Preah 
Sihanouk provincial deputy gov-
ernor Cheav Vichak, and rele-
vant authorities, the club known 
as Sin Khay Xian Min Restaurant 
has been shut temporarily. 

National Police spokesman 
Chhay Kim Khoeun told The 
Post on Sunday that authorities 
arrested more than 350 people, 
including 33 women offering 
prostitution and massage ser-
vices and  52 people on drug 
charges. of the 52, 42 were Chi-
nese and 10 Vietnamese. 

Police retrieved 12.5kg of 
drugs and three guns.

Those not associated with 
drug offences were warned 
and signed a contract before 
being allowed to go home. 
Cambodian drug users were 
sent to a rehabilitation centre, 
Khoeun said.

Police said they are still inves-
tigating to find offenders and 
track the source of the drugs.

Nine from raided S’ville club 
sent to court on drug charges

Hun Sen sends well wishes 
to Covid-19-infected Trump
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

A
FTER receiving news 
that US President 
Donald Trump and 
First Lady Melania 

Trump have been infected with 
Covid-19, Prime Minister Hun 
Sen on Saturday sent a mes-
sage wishing them a speedy 
recovery from the disease.

In the letter, Hun Sen said: 
“My wife and I are very sad-
dened to learn that Your 
Excellency and the First 

Lady have tested positive 
for Covid-19, while the US 
and the world are fighting 
against this new disease and 
addressing its severe impact 
on the economies and peo-
ple’s livelihoods.

“My wife and I would like 
to convey our best wishes to 
Your Excellency and the First 
Lady for a speedy recovery 
and good health.”

According to a Friday CNN 
report, Dr Sean Conley, 
Trump’s personal doctor, said 

Trump and Melania tested 
positive on Thursday evening.

The two said they would 
quarantine immediately. one 
of Trump’s personal assis-
tants, Hope Hicks, also tested 
positive for Covid-19.

Conley wrote: “The Presi-
dent and First Lady are both 
well at this time, and they 
plan to remain at home with-
in the White House during 
their convalescence. 

“The White House medical 
team and I will maintain a 

vigilant watch, and I appreci-
ate the support provided by 
some of our country’s great-
est medical professionals and 
institutions.

“I expect the President to 
continue carrying out his du-
ties without disruption while 
recovering, and I will keep 
you updated on any further 
developments.”

Covid-19 has killed over 
200,000 Americans and over 
one million people through-
out the world.

Picture, Prime Minister Hun Sen and US President Donald Trump. hong menea and white house

Authorities arrested more than 350 people, retrieved 12.5kg of drugs 
and three guns during their raid on the S’ville club. Fresh news

The US-funded maritime security facility was built in 2012. asia maritime transParenCY initiatiVe

Facility cleared for development



Voun Dara

AWARDS will not be handed out 
to principals and teachers on 
World Teachers’ Day on Mon-
day due to the Covid-19 crisis 
and the fact that higher second-
ary diploma examinations have 
not been completed yet, Minis-
ter of Education, Youth and 
Sport Hang Chuon Naron said.

Instead, lectures and discus-
sions are planned for the day 
commemorating teachers 
under the theme Smart Teach-
ers for Digital Education.

Chuon Naron said on Sun-
day that the celebration had a 
different theme every year to 
showcase the value and hon-
our of teachers.

“Every year, we give the best 
principal and best teacher 
awards to teachers and princi-
pals. But this year, because of 
Covid-19, and especially because 
we haven’t prepared the higher 
secondary diploma examina-
tions yet, we couldn’t bestow any 
awards,” Chuon Naron said.

But there will be consultations 
and discussions on topics such 
as the role of principals, schools 
and teachers in the digital age.

Chuon Naron said the ministry 
chose the theme Smart Teachers 
for Digital Education to show 
that in a digital world, especially 
in the context of Covid-19, teach-
ers must be smart to teach well.

“Every year, this day is cele-
brated with a lecture. So this 
year, we have a lecture on edu-
cational reform as a whole, 
especially focusing on effec-
tive school management prac-
tices,” Chuon Naron said.

In response to the resumption of 
schooling in the third phase, 
Chuon Naron said the ministry has 
not yet been able to open schools 
to 50-60 students in one class.

Only half of that number can 
physically attend class while the 
other half learns online. The min-
istry will continue to record all 
lessons and post them on the min-
istry’s digital forums such as Face-
book, YouTube and television.

“We will continue to improve 
the distance learning system 

by setting up a question-and-
answer system and a self-study 
system to enable students to 
do well through self-study.

“The ministry will try to raise 
funds to create digital class-
rooms in schools. The ministry 
will work with telecommuni-
cations companies to connect 
the internet to schools gradu-
ally,” the minister said.

Cambodian Independent 
Teachers Association (Cita) pres-
ident Ouk Chhayavy said on Sun-
day that for World Teachers’ Day, 
the association and about 150 
teachers plan to hold a ceremony 
at Freedom Park along National 
Road 5 in Russey Keo district’s 
Kilometre 6 commune.

It was initially going to take 
place at the Phnom Penh Cap-
ital Hall, but it only allowed for 
a gathering of 50 people.

“We are not celebrating like 
the Ministry of Education, 
which [usually] gives away 
awards on this day. We want 
teachers to have benefits that 
can continue,” Chhayavy said.

According to a ministry press 
release, this year’s World 
Teachers’ Day will be celebrat-
ed at the National Institute of 
Education with the participa-
tion of teachers, educators, the 
Khmer Academic Staff Asso-
ciation, the Cambodian High-
er Education Association, and 
representatives of relevant 
development partners.

Ministry spokesman Ros 
Soveacha said on Sunday that 
World Teachers’ Day has been 
celebrated in Cambodia since 
1997 to honour students and 
teachers across the Kingdom.

“Teachers have worked hard 
to fulfil their duties as trainers 
to transfer knowledge and 
advise students to only do 
good deeds, be responsible 
and respect their elders.

“The new concept of education 
is to gain knowledge, have good 
morals and learn to live together 
in harmony. Teachers have 
encouraged students to be good 
children, students and citizens, 
which is the driving force of social 
development,” Soveacha said.
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Orm Bunthoeurn
 

A GROUP of 175 people in Chiphuch com-
mune’s Krasang and Thmei Villages in Prey 
Veng province’s Mesang district have peti-
tioned district authorities to order a local 
councillor to reopen a canal.

Krasaing village representative Sok Ratha told 
The Post on Sunday that commune councillor 
Sak Sot blocked the water which led to the 
flooding of many hectares of paddy fields.

“The people want Sak Sot to reopen the 
canal on both sides,” he said.

Resident Orn Sothea said the canal was 
built in 1976 and improved in 2009.

“But floods have caused severe damage 
to the paddy fields over the years. When 
we grow rice it’s difficult because there are 
no waterways, drainage, or canals. We 
asked for the opening of the waterway, but 

they won’t allow it to open,” Sothea said.
Sot, a member of the Chiphuch com-

mune council, told The Post on Sunday the 
canal was indeed a remnant of a previous 
generation, but he is not the one to fix it.

“The people have in the past said I closed 
the waterway, flooding hundreds of hec-
tares of paddy fields. The government can 
come and investigate because the hundreds 
of hectares are not flooded,” he said.

Mesang district governor Keo Pisey told The 
Post on Sunday that the matter of the canal has 
been solved but the people won’t let it go.

“He [Sot] didn’t dig that canal. The size 
of the canal is still the same but the people 
keep complaining,” Pisey said.

He said the soil in the canal had blocked 
the water. He said Sot agreed with them to 
dig it out but they have yet to do it because 
they don’t have enough money.

PM allows use of frozen assets 
Long Kimmarita

P
RIME Minister Hun 
Sen has allowed indi-
viduals or entities 
holding assets frozen 

in connection to proliferation 
financing to use and manage 
them. The Ministry of Justice 
also presented an overview of 
money laundering to law 
enforcement officials of the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Court.

Hun Sen signed a sub-decree 
on using and managing frozen 
assets connected to prolifera-
tion financing on Saturday. 

He said the sub-decree would 
allow individuals and entities 
to use the frozen assets, pend-
ing court approval, to cover ba-
sic expenses, mission expenses 
and other allowed expenses as 
per UN resolutions.

“Individuals or entities 
holding the frozen assets must 
apply for use and/or manage-
ment of the frozen assets to 
the court that issued the deci-
sion to freeze them. That deci-
sion to freeze the assets must 
be made in the form of deci-
sion warrant,” Hun Sen said.

The law combating prolif-
eration financing which was 
approved this year aims to en-
sure the prevention of money 

laundering and terrorist fi-
nancing by setting measures 
to control, prevent, suppress 
and eliminate such practices.

Pen Pich Saly, the director-
general of the ministry’s De-
partment of Criminal Affairs 
and Prosecutions and chair 
of the money laundering 
and terrorist financing work-
ing group of the Ministry of 
Justice, organised a training 
course on money laundering 
and disseminated informa-
tion about the law last Friday.

Phnom Penh Municipal Court 
president Taing Sunlay said the 

presentation’s purpose was to 
provide knowledge and expe-
rience to the deputy president 
of the Phnom Penh Municipal 
Court, prosecutor, judge and 
deputy chief of administration 
and the office director of the 
General Secretariat of Adminis-
tration at the court.

The presentation covered 
an overview of money laun-
dering, investigative practic-
es and prosecution of money 
launderers.

Sunlay said: “Recently, the 
King announced two more 
laws, and it is very important in 

terms of money laundering.
“Thus, the work of the judi-

ciary has changed dramati-
cally, requiring the training of 
judges, prosecutors and other 
law enforcement officials to 
understand and be compe-
tent enough to perform their 
duties appropriately.” 

He expects that all law en-
forcement officials will gain 
new experiences related to the 
prevention, suppression and 
elimination of money laun-
dering and terrorist financing 
in their jurisdiction, as well as 
throughout the country.

Prey Veng official accused of closing canal

A presentation at the Phnom Penh Municipal Court covered tacticts used to prosecute money launderers. supplied

A group of 175 people are requesting that 
a  canal be reopened after many hectares of 
paddy fields were flooded. supplied

Covid-19 colours 
World Teachers’ Day



Mom Kunthear

THE Phnom Penh municipal 
administration has ordered 
Cintri rubbish collectors to 
end a strike immediately and 
return to work on Monday.

However, the strikers said 
they would not return to work 
unless they get an acceptable 
solution to their demands.

Nearly 2,000 striking workers 
on Friday, demanded the com-
pany address their requests 
concerning benefits such as 
payments related to senior-
ity, damages, prior-notice pay-
ments and annual leave.

Phnom Penh municipal ad-
ministration head Huot Hay said 
on Saturday the demands are 
not in line with the Labour Law.

“The Labour Law states that 
the demands are for when a 
company shuts down. But ob-
viously, the company didn’t 
end its work and is operating 
as normal,” Hay said.

The municipal hall notifica-
tion states: “Cintri workers, 
please stop the strike. Don’t 
use rubbish as a hostage tool 
to make illegal demands. 

“Workers have to return to 
rubbish collection services as 
normal by Monday, October 
5. Otherwise, the Phnom Penh 
municipal administration will 
announce the recruitment of 
new workers,” it said.

Hay said the Phnom Penh Mu-
nicipal Hall could not comment 
on a bidding process for new 
rubbish collection companies.

Tourism Federation Sec-
retary-General Mi Phan the 
told The Post on Sunday that 

workers haven’t backed down 
from their demands.

Phan said they won’t return 
to work on the orders of the 
Phnom Penh municipal ad-
ministration because there is 
not yet a solution for them.

He said the demands were 
made after workers received 
information that the munici-
pal hall is opening bidding to 
three new rubbish collection 
companies. The bidding has 
workers worried the compa-
ny is shutting down.

“We will continue negotiat-
ing to reach a consensus. If 
there is an acceptable assur-
ance from the municipal hall 
or the company they will re-
turn to work,” he said.

Three types of workers 
went on strike – rubbish truck 
workers, cart pushers and 
road sweepers.

Phan said the company, the 
Tourism Federation, the munic-
ipal administration and district 
officials met to negotiate on Sat-
urday but it came to nothing.

The parties will meet 
again on Monday.

“The workers know about the 
difficulties for citizens and the 
environmental impact when 
there is rubbish all over the 
place. But their demands are 
part of the Labour Law and they 
fear they will lose their benefits 
when there is a new rubbish col-
lection company,” Phan said.

Cintri representative Nguon 
Sipheng told The Post on Sun-
day that the rubbish collection 
workers protested because there 
is no solution and negotiations 
will take place on Monday.

The Phnom Penh Waste Man-
agement Authority (PPWMA) 
called on all citizens to pack and 
place rubbish properly to avert 
rubbish piles in the capital.

The Phnom Penh municipal 
administration is cooperating 
with 14 district administra-
tions, 105 commune admin-
istrations and two sanitation 
agents per commune to in-
tervene in collecting rubbish 
in Phnom Penh.

Voun Dara

F
OREIGN Affairs and 
International Coop-
eration Minister Prak 
Sokhonn asked the 

Thai government to allow 
Cambodian migrant workers 
to return there to help reduce 
quarantine costs.

Sokhonn made the request 

via a video conference with 
his Thai counterpart Don 
Pramudwinai on Friday.

The two discussed bilateral 
relations and cooperation and 
regional and global issues of 
common interest and concern.

“The Kingdom asked the 
Thais to allow Cambodian 
workers who hold border 
passes to return to work and 

reduce the cost of the 14-day 
quarantine,” Sokhonn said.

Sokhonn thanked the Thai 
authorities for the renewal 
of stay and work permits for 
Cambodians and for increas-
ing unemployment and social 
benefits for those who had 
their jobs suspended.

He also noted Thailand’s in-
vestment flow into Cambodia 
has tripled in the first eight 
months of the year, compared 
to last year, and encouraged 
more Thai investment in 
Cambodia. 

Both sides noted significant 
progress in other sectors such 
as security, education, tourism, 
and energy, said a press release.

It said the two sides are in-
terested in increased cross-
border trade, including Cam-
bodian agricultural products, 
and expediting the signing of a 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) on Goods in Transit.

Both sides said they were 
satisfied with the opening of 
new regional and internation-
al border checkpoints and the 
upgrading of existing regional 
checkpoints to international 
border checkpoints. 

Centre for Alliance of La-
bour and Human Rights ex-
ecutive-director Moeun Tola 
said Thailand is still closed 
and jobs are not yet stable.

That is why Cambodian mi-
grant workers continue return-
ing to Cambodia, Tola said.

“So, if what our Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs requested from 
the Thai side is successful, it 
is good. But we are not opti-
mistic because the Thai side 
doesn’t need workers. If and 
when they do, Cambodian 
workers need jobs,” he said.

Tola said approximately 
120,000 Cambodian migrant 
workers had returned from 
Thailand.  The number of such 
workers in Thailand is estimat-
ed at more than one million.

Kin Phea, the director of the 
International Relations In-
stitute at the Royal Academy 
of Cambodia, said the two 
countries need each other. 

“Thailand has a shortage of 
workers so it needs the Cam-
bodian workforce,” he said.

The Kingdom asked the Thais to allow Cambodian workers who hold border passes to return to work and 
reduce the cost of the 14-day quarantine. Foreign Ministry

National
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Allow return of migrant 
workers, Thailand urged

Cintri rubbish collectors 
told to get back to work

Rubbish on a street in Phnom Penh’s Meanchey district. Waste collectors 
have been ordered to returned to work on Monday. Hean rangsey

Mom Kunthear

CAMBODIAN ambassador and 
Permanent Representative to 
the UN in Geneva An 
Sokkhoeurn said human rights 
anchor the government’s agen-
da, with a priority on maintain-
ing peace, social stability and 
the wellbeing of the populace.

Sokkhoeurn made the remarks 
during a UN debate attended by 
representatives from 27 States in 
Geneva, Switzerland, on Thurs-
day. During the meeting, 
Sokkhoeurn also took issue with 
Rhona Smith, the UN Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of 
human rights in Cambodia.

“UN secretary-general Anto-
nio Guterres stressed that we 
cannot pick and choose among 
human rights in the consid-
eration of the human rights 
situation of a country. 

“Regrettably, the Special Rap-
porteur’s annual report deviates 
from this approach due to its 
one-sided and excessive focus 
on civil and political rights with 
many positive developments 
left underreported,” he said.

Sokkhoeurn said the govern-
ment has been openly and sin-
cerely cooperating with Smith, 
with the 27 participating States 
welcoming Cambodia’s coop-
eration and engagement with 
the Special Rapporteur and UN 
human rights mechanisms.

In a press release published 

by the Permanent Mission of 
Cambodia in Geneva, 17 coun-
tries, including ASEAN mem-
ber States, spoke in favour of 
Cambodia’s efforts and 
progress in promoting and 
protecting human rights.

They also praised Cambodia’s 
economic stimulus measures, 
social protection schemes and 
justice reform initiatives imple-
mented to combat Covid-19.

The Permanent Mission said 
the other 10 countries noted 
certain positive steps in Cambo-
dia’s political space and reform 
initiatives but expressed   con-
cerns over reports on the situa-
tion in Cambodia involving 
freedom of expression, associa-
tion and peaceful assembly.

“We are heartened by the wide 
recognition we heard from many 
States as to our national efforts 
and progress as well as encour-
agement for constructive ways 
forward,” Sokkhoeurn said. 

He said the government 
maintains that freedom of 
expression does not equate to 
freedom to spread fake news, 
defame others and incite vio-
lence – things which are not 
condoned in the EU either.

“No State can guarantee the 
complete absence of human 
rights problems, including 
those in the EU. Humiliation, 
pressure and unilateral coer-
cive measures are counter-
productive, only leading to 

confrontation and polarisa-
tion,” said Sokkhoeurn.

He said as a country ratifying 
almost all core international 
human rights instruments, 
Cambodia remains steadfast 
in promoting human rights, 
sustainable development and 
the rule of law as well as 
upholding the country’s hard-
earned peace that is cherished 
by Cambodians whose tragic 
past, he said, is known to all 
delegations in the room.

In the summary report by 
Guterres which will be pre-
sented to the Human Rights 
Council in Geneva on Monday, 
restrictions of the rights of 
freedom of expression and 
peaceful assembly are also 
mentioned, including the 
arrest of individuals for con-
troversial public comments 
and social media posts. Human 
rights issues in other countries 
will be presented as well.

In the report, Guterres calls 
upon the government to 
ensure that any extraordinary 
measures introduced to pro-
tect the health and wellbeing 
of the population during the 
Covid-19 pandemic are tem-
porary, proportionate, strictly 
necessary for the prevention 
of the spread and treatment of 
the disease, non-discrimina-
tory, and aligned with Cambo-
dia’s international human 
rights obligations.

Cambodia praised for efforts 
in handling issues amid Covid
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There were 2,430 traffic accidents between January and September resulting in 1,257 deaths. police

traffic accidents down, 
but officials not satisfied
Mom Kunthear 

I
NterIor Minister Sar 
Kheng credited the road 
traffic law for reducing 
accidents and deaths in 

the past nine months. 
However, road safety organ-

isation officials said praise 
is premature and the num-
bers haven’t dramatically 
changed. 

there were 2,430 traffic ac-
cidents between January and 
September, said a National 
Police report issued over the 
weekend. there were 1,257 
deaths and 3,663 injuries.

the report noted the num-
bers were down by 729 from 
the same period last year 
when there were 3,159 acci-

dents – 23 per cent higher.
there were 1,521 fatalities 

in the first nine months of last 
year – 264 or 17.25 per cent 
higher. Injuries declined by  
1,058 or  22.41 per cent. 

Sar Kheng posted on his Fa-
cebook page that he is proud 
of the results of the road traf-
fic law enforcement statistics.

“based on this result, I ad-
mire the work of leaders and 
police officers at all levels of 
the General commissariat of 
National Police, Unified com-
mand committee in Phnom 
Penh and provinces, who have 
attentively enforced road traf-
fic laws night and day. 

“I also thank drivers who re-
spect traffic laws and helped 
contribute to a noticeable 

drop in accidents, deaths and 
injuries,” he said. 

Institute for road Safety di-
rector Kong ratanak said he 
was happy about the decline 
in traffic accidents, but he is 
still concerned because the 
death toll remains high. 

“on average, three to four 
people die per day due to traffic 
accidents. the numbers are still 
a lot,” ratanak told The Post. 

He encouraged officials 
to put more effort into their 
work and bring the injury and 
death numbers down. 

“I believe the traffic issue is 
not only the responsibility of 
the government but all of us, 
especially those between the 
ages of 15 and 40. they have 
to respect the law,” he said.

replica of 
temples in 
thai hotel 
criticised
Long Kimmarita

MINIStrY of culture and Fine 
Arts spokesman Long Ponna-
sirivath said cambodia is 
studying a hotel in thailand 
which allegedly copied its style 
from the bayon, banteay Srei, 
and Angkor Wat temples in 
Siem reap province.

the reaction came after pho-
tos of Le Palais Hotel were post-
ed on social media, drawing 
criticism from cambodians.

the Khmer-style hotel is in 
Ko Pha-ngan of Surat thani 
province, thailand. 

Ponnasirivath told The Post 
on Sunday that cambodia had 
set up a technical working 
group to study the matter 
before reaching out to thailand 
through diplomatic means.

He said cambodia welcomes 
all requests from countries 
around the world that intend 
to rebuild the cultural wealth 
of cambodia, as long as it is in 
line with Unesco criteria.

Angkor was inscribed on 
Unesco’s World Heritage List 
in 1992.

Ponnasirivath said: “this 
matter is a joint task and 
experts will work on it in detail. 
We will do it stage-by-stage. 
We will resolve the case with 
diplomatic negotiations 
between the countries [cam-

bodia and thailand].”
He said the hotel has its 

advantages and disadvantag-
es. A good point is that it pro-
motes cambodia’s culture, but 
a bad point is the hotel owners 
didn’t notify or ask for permis-
sion from cambodia.

Nou Niran, a Unesco officer in 
cambodia, told The Post on Sun-
day that it is seeking information 
from the culture ministry, but 
could not comment further.

A Facebook page called “Amaz-
ing Sea culture” with nearly 
40,000 followers posted last 
thursday that Le Palais Hotel in 
thailand had created a temple 
based on the Angkor Wat, which 
is a Unesco World Heritage Site 
belonging to cambodia.

the page, which has been 
shared nearly 4,000 times, says 

that through previous cambodian 
governments, many countries in 
the world have been given the 
right to rebuild cambodian tem-
ples, such as Spain and china.

the Facebook page said: “We 
expect the cambodian Minis-
try of culture and other rele-
vant ministries to seek an 
explanation from the thai hotel 
as to whether they requested 
permission from cambodia to 
rebuild the ancient temple.

“We are happy on behalf of 
all countries in the world to 
give credit to cambodia.”

According to Le Palais Hotel’s 
website, it is designed and 
inspired by the beautiful Ang-
kor Wat temples located in 
cambodia, and the decorations 
are hand-crafted to match what 
can be seen in cambodia.

Structures built at Le Palais Hotel in Thailand bear a striking resemblance 
to Angkor’s temples. le palais hotel facebook page

Angkor travel agents learn 
ins and outs of sacred area
Soth Koemsoeun

tHe Apsara National Authority 
(ANA) recently concluded a 
training course provided to 155 
travel agents about the general 
history of Angkor Archaeologi-
cal Park, the development and 
repair of its temples and areas 
which need safety measures in 
place for tourists.

ANA spokesman Long Kosal 
said on Sunday that the Depart-
ment of tourism Development 
of Angkor collaborated with the 
Department of conservation of 
Monuments in the Angkor Park, 
archaeologists and Angkor train-
ing centre to enhance the ability 
of 155 travel agents. 

the training focused on the 
risk at temples in Angkor 
Archaeological Park and how 
to correctly explain Angkor’s 
history to tourists. the training 
lasted one month and ended 
on September 30, Kosal said.

“We organised training [ses-
sions] many times but not for the 
same skills. We changed [to teach-
ing] different skills following the 
requirements of recent times.

“our officials are still lacking 
[in certain areas]. We will further 
open vocational training and 
find national and international 
coaches to train people in the 
tourism industry,” he said.

the head of travel agents in 

Angkor Park Lim Sru told The 
Post on Sunday that the train-
ing was mainly about different 
risks at the temples.

Among the 155 participants 
in the training were the chief 
and deputy chief of the main 
areas at the Angkor Wat, bay-
on, ta Prohm, Pre rup, and 
bakong temples. 

the training taught partici-
pants to understand the role of 
travel agents in explaining to 
national and international tour-
ists the general history of Angkor 
Park, its history of conservation 
and repair, at-risk locations and 
prevention measures in place at 
various temples to restore them.

“through this lesson, local 
travel agents can take part in 
observing, giving information 

to tourists and preventing pos-
sible risks at the temples. It 
also teaches primary rescue 
[methods] for tourists who 
have health issues while visit-
ing the Angkor Park,” he said.

The Post could not contact 
any of the 155 trainees for 
comment on Sunday.

ANA deputy director-general 
in charge of the Angkor tourism 
Development Department, Sok 
Sangvar, said during the closing 
ceremony at bakong temple on 
Friday that he is thankful for all 
the trainers who took part in 
providing knowledge and expe-
rience to the travel agents.

He said the travel agents who 
took part in the training will take 
their knowledge and use and 
share it in their daily lives.

The training focused on at-risk spots of Angkor Archaeological Park. ana
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,400 17,360 17,400 17,340

2 GTI 3,270 - 3,270 3,270

3 PAS 14,080 14,180 14,180 13,960

4 PEPC 3,270 3,200 3,270 3,200

5 PPAP 11,660 - 11,660 11,660

6 PPSP 2,250 - 2,250 2,250

7 PWSA 6,020 6,140 6,140 6,020

Date: October 2, 2020

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,107 1.3314 6.7908 105.17 4.1625 1.3643 31.61 0.7154 1.1712 1.2938

May Kunmakara

MALAYSIA-oWNeD Smart Axiata, the 
leading mobile operator in cambo-
dia, donated $1 million to Impact Hub 
Phnom Penh to launch an online edu-
cation program for local entrepreneurs 
to overcome covid-19 challenges. 

the free online course, which was 
launched on thursday, is meant to 
help entrepreneurs overcome chal-
lenges. It is designed for small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMes) in 
need of solutions to improve business 
and build a resilient company.

Participants will learn how to assess 
their current business operations to 
adapt to changing circumstances and 

design and implement new plans. 
through the programme, entrepre-

neurs will learn about different ways 
to acquire additional funding, engage 
customers and remodel financial 
plans. the online classes are available 
on Impact Hub’s website and entre-
preneurs can join any time at no cost.

Impact Hub managing director oliv-
ia Hough said the goal of the “business 
resiliency for Startups” programme is 
to help entrepreneurs across cam-
bodia build sustainable and resilient 
businesses that can overcome crises 
such as the covid-19. 

“We are partnering with Spring Ac-
tivator, a canadian startup support-
er, which has experience navigating 

through three recessions and has first-
hand experience leading businesses 
through challenging periods of uncer-
tainty and risk. We are contextualizing 
and translating the content to localize 
it for SMes in cambodia,” Hough said. 

Smart Axiata ceo thomas Hundt said 
SMes are key for cambodia’s economic 
growth and there is a need for strategies. 

“We are very proud to support Impact 
Hub’s new business resiliency initiative. 
Growing startups and successful SMes 
is essential to building a strong econo-
my, especially during times when busi-
nesses face serious challenges as result 
of changes in the market, digitisation 
of the economy and the moving of ac-
tivities online,” he said. 

business owners can access differ-
ent online modules and participate in 
monthly online group calls with other 
entrepreneurs, according to Impact Hub. 

they will also have access to videos, 
various exercises, resources and case 
studies from around the world. the 
online classes will take approximately 
10 hours to complete and all success-
ful participants will receive a certifi-
cate at the end of the course.

So far, Smart has funded 11 different 
initiatives through its covid-19 relief 
Fund, supporting programmes fo-
cused on distant education, hygiene, 
protective equipment for healthcare 
professionals, vocational training and 
access to finance for entrepreneurs. 

Thou Vireak

cAMboDIA and the republic 
of Korea (roK) have pledged 
to finalise their Free trade 
Agreement (FtA) negotiations 
by the end of the year to in-
crease trade and investment 
between the two countries.  

Minister of economy and 
Finance Aun Pornmoniroth 
noted that the previous two 
rounds of bilateral free trade 
agreement negotiations be-
tween cambodia and the 
roK have been fruitful.

His remarks were made 
during a closed-door meet-
ing with the chairman of the 
ministry’s economic and Fi-
nancial Policy committee, 
which discussed the outcome 
of the cambodia-Korea FtA 
negotiations at the minis-
try on Friday, according to a 
press release.

Pornmoniroth said the agree-
ment is aimed at improving ac-
cess to each other’s markets by 
reducing tariffs and non-tariff 
barriers.

He added that the agree-
ment will also promote trade 
facilitation aimed at increas-
ing bilateral trade to con-
tribute to strengthening and 
deepening trade cooperation 
between the two countries.

Pornmoniroth said: “the 
negotiation of this agreement 
also shows the strong commit-
ment of the royal Government 
in its efforts to continue its 
economic integration into the 
region and the world, despite 
the current difficult situation. 
We will gain export markets 

for our products that are abun-
dant and better, as well as con-
tribute to creating more job 
opportunities for the people of 
cambodia,” he said.

He said that through this 
agreement, cambodia will 
have a better opportunity to 
export its potential products to 
the Korean market. export op-
portunities are currently limit-
ed between the two countries.

In addition, trade-related 
procedures will be improved 
and simplified to facilitate 

trade between the two coun-
tries. the positive effects 
stemming from this agree-
ment will contribute to the 
development and sustain-
ability of economic growth by 
boosting bilateral trade.

Pornmoniroth said: “I would 
like to thank the leadership 
of the relevant ministries and 
institutions, especially the ne-
gotiation team, for their efforts 
in organizing and actively par-
ticipating in the negotiation 
process of this agreement, and 

I would like to encourage the 
negotiation team to continue 
their efforts by adhering to the 
guidelines and recommenda-
tions of the meeting so that the 
negotiations can achieve bet-
ter results as planned.”

the two countries previ-
ously held talks on August 31 
and September 3 this year.

Ministry of commerce 
spokesman Seang thay told 
The Post on Sunday the pre-
vious two rounds of bilateral 
FtA talks discussed market 

access, trade remedies, rules 
of origin of goods, customs 
procedures, trade facilitation 
and economic, legal and insti-
tutional cooperation. 

“both sides agree that the 
signing of a bilateral free 
trade agreement will bring 
mutual economic and trade 
benefits,” he said.

thoeun techmeng, head of 
Delegation of confirel co Ltd, 
a Kampot palm sugar and 
pepper producer and export-
er, said that the Korean mar-
ket has contributed to boost-
ing the company’s palm sugar 
exports from Kampong Speu 
province. the company’s 
palm sugar exports grew 92 
per cent in the last 8 months. 
Kampong Speu palm sugar is 
a european Union Geograph-
ical Indication (GI).

“the bilateral free trade 
agreement between cambo-
dia and Korea will help expand 
the market for my company’s 
exports to the Korean market 
by expanding partnerships 
and creating more opportu-
nities to promote cambodian 
products,” he said.

He added that the palm 
sugar exports to the Korean 
market accounted for 13 per 
cent of the market share dur-
ing this period, with other 
destinations including the 
US, china, taiwan, Vietnam, 
Kazakhstan and Ivory coast. 

the cambodian government 
is also looking at the possibility 
of establishing free trade agree-
ments with India, Australia, the 
US, canada, the UK, New Zea-
land and Japan.

May Kunmakara

AS the gambling industry at-
tempts to recover from the 
impact of covid-19, the Min-
istry of commerce has called 
for game-related companies in 
cambodia to participate in the 
upcoming Global Game exhi-
bition G-Star, a games industry 
show hosted by the republic of 
Korea which is scheduled to be 
held virtually next month. 

the roK is the fourth biggest 
games market in the world and 
G-Star is the biggest games in-
dustry show in the roK. 

According to a ministry an-
nouncement received by The 
Post on Sunday, ASeAN Korea 
centre (AKc) will participate 
in the Global Game exhibition 
G-Star from November 17-20. 

the ministry said: “the AKc 
will invite ten game companies 
per each member state to par-
ticipate in the online b2b meet-
ing. the programme is expected 
to enhance the global competi-
tiveness of ASeAN game com-
panies and to provide business 
opportunities for ASeAN and 
Korean game companies. 

“the Ministry of commerce 
would like to invite all interest-
ed entrepreneurs, producers, 
traders, service providers and 
investment companies whose 
business activities are related 
to the above-mentioned in-
dustry to participate,” it said. 

ros Phearun, the deputy di-
rector of the ministry’s Gen-
eral Department of Financial 
Industry told The Post recently 
that as of September 27, there 
are eight casinos reopening 
in Sihanoukville and two oth-
ers in Phnom Penh and Poi-
pet town, banteay Meanchey 
province’s Poipet town. More 
reopening will follow in Svay 
rieng province’s bavet town. 

Phearun said: “the casinos 
are limited in operating and 
must be clean, and ensure the 
safety of staffs and guests. We 
expect there are more reopen-
ings coming soon.” 

According to the Mey Vann, 
the director-general of the 
ministry’s financial industry 
department, all casino own-
ers in cambodia wanted to 
resume their operations. He 
said cambodia is home to 
over 100 casinos.

Smart kicks in $1 million to educate SMes

FtA with roK planned by end of year Gambling 
industry 
attempts 
rebound

Minister of Economy and Finance Aun Pornmoniroth said the two rounds of bilateral free trade agreement 
negotiations between Cambodia and the ROK have been fruitful. Ministry of EconoMy



THE pandemic will further 
undermine the use of cash 
amid a shift by consumers 
towards e-commerce and dig-
ital payments, a report noted.

It estimated that cash in Sin-
gapore will be used in 39 per 
cent of all transactions this year, 
down from 59 per cent in 2010.

It also found alternative 
options such as instant and 
mobile payments grew in Asia, 
while credit cards retained 
their strong position support-
ing e-commerce and point-of-
sale transactions.

Globally, the pandemic has 
also accelerated the move from 
physical to virtual banking, 
with banks in various countries 
closing branches and ATMs, 
noted the annual report from 
management consulting firm 
McKinsey & Company.

“These accelerated behav-
iour changes in response to the 
Covid-19 crisis caused a funda-
mental shift in adoption of 
technologies. Investments in 
instant payments have begun 
to reap greater benefits, both in 
point-of-sale and e-com-
merce,” said the report.

It added that the shift 
towards payment technologies 
has been fuelled by customer 
expectations for speed, price 
differences and higher adop-
tion of applications such as 
GrabPay in Singapore.

Global payments revenue 
this year is expected to fall 
seven per cent compared with 
last year as the pandemic has 
dampened discretionary 
spending, especially on travel 

and entertainment.
Asia-Pacific continued to 

dominate the global payments 
revenue, accounting for 45 per 
cent in 2019.

The report added that the 
shift to electronic transactions 
has increased the need for 
merchant acquiring compa-
nies to update and differenti-
ate their services.

A merchant acquirer helps 
businesses process debit or 
credit card payments for their 
customers.

“Globally, merchant acquiring 
has evolved over the past decade 
from a legacy processing and 
hardware business to a full-stack 
software and merchant services 

solution,” the report said.
The digital shift is also 

expected to drive up mer-
chants’ payments-acceptance 
costs, which are expected to 
rise by about 6 to 10 per cent 
- or $8 billion to $15 billion.

Merchants also face higher 
decline and fraud rates on dig-
ital transactions, with conse-
quences for customer experi-
ence, said the report.

As some merchants consoli-
date their share of digital sales, 
they naturally seek to lower their 
cost of acceptance, which in turn 
adversely impacts margins for 
acquirers, said the report.

“However, digitalisation of 
commerce has created greater 

willingness to pay for enhanced 
services and solutions. Mer-
chants are willing to accept 
higher fees for demonstrated 
value, such as improved author-
isation rates and a more seam-
less payments experience.”

Most of the revenue growth 
for merchant-services provid-
ers came from small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMEs) as 
these businesses undergo dig-
ital transformation, a trend 
accelerated by the pandemic.

SMEs accounted for about 
three-quarters of all new rev-
enue growth in the merchant-
services space over the past 
three years. THE STRAITS TIMES  

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK
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Thou Vireak 

C
AMboDIA rice ex-
ports in the first 
nine months of the 
year topped $300 

million, an increase of more 
than 10 per cent, according 
to a report by the Cambodia 
rice Federation (CrF).

The data shows that from 
January to September, Cam-
bodia brought in more than 
$328 million from rice ex-
ports, up from $297 million in 
the same period last year.

Cambodia exported a to-
tal of 488,785 tonnes of rice, 
an increase of 22.62 per cent 
year-on-year, which was 
398,586 tonnes, said the data. 

China remains the largest 
export market and buys 35 per 
cent or 171,896 tonnes of rice. 

The European Union (in-
cluding the UK) is second 
with 33 a per cent market 
share (161,614 tonnes), of 
which France has the largest 
market share at 13 per cent.

ASEAN member markets 
accounted for 67,433 tonnes 
of exports, while other mar-

kets accounted for 87,832 
tonnes, up 69 per cent from 
the same period last year. of 
that, Africa’s Gabon increased 
imports by 81 per cent and 
Australia by 62 per cent.

Cambodia exported more 
than 78 per cent of its fragrant 
rice to international markets 
during this period.

Cambodia rice Federation 
(CrF) secretary-general Lun Yeng 
told The Post on Sunday that 
Cambodia’s rice exports to the 
Chinese market had maintained 
good growth with demand for 
fragrant and glutinous rice.

He said Cambodia had ex-
ported nearly 140,000 tonnes 
of glutinous rice to the Chi-
nese market in the period, a 
record high.

“We see that there is a good 
market for glutinous rice in 
China, which is being used in 
the confectionery industry, and 
we will encourage our farmers 
to grow more glutinous paddy 
rice next year,” he said.

Cambodian Agricultural 
research and Development 
Institute (CArDI) Director Dr 
ouk Makara said he met with 

Cambodian rice Federation 
President Song Saran recently 
to highlight the growing de-
mand for glutinous rice in the 
Chinese market and promised 
to encourage farmers to grow 
local glutinous paddy rice. 

He said CArDI-released 
Damnoeb Sbai Mongkul gluti-
nous seedlings have not been 
widely cultivated since 2013 
and only some farmers in bat-
tambang and other provinces 
are cultivating them. 

Makara said: “I told him to en-
courage farmers to grow Dam-
noeb Sbai Mongkul glutinous 
rice because it is top quality and 
could meet the market demand”. 

China is expected to import 
a total of 5.32 million tonnes 
of all types of rice by 2020. 
China has allowed 12 coun-
tries to sell rice, including 
Cambodia.

Chan Pich, general manag-
er of Signature of Asia, Cam-
bodia’s leading rice exporter, 

told The Post that Cambodia’s 
continued increase in rice 
exports reflects government 
and private sector efforts to 
diversify the market.

“I think our continued in-
crease in rice exports is a pos-
itive sign towards the govern-
ment and the rice federation’s 
target of one million tonnes 
by 2023,” he said.

He said Signature of Asia 
needs between $2 million and 
$3 million in working capital 

to buy about 25,000 tonnes of 
paddy rice for storage during 
the rice harvest season by the 
end of 2020.

Cambodia’s rice exports 
amounted to 620,106 tonnes 
in 2019, down 0.97 per cent 
from 626,225 tonnes in 2018. 
revenue from rice exports 
was $501 million, down 4.3 
per cent from 2018’s $ 524 
million, according to a report 
by the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries.

rice exports 
top $300M 
in first nine 
months of year

Cambodia exported a total of 488,785 tonnes of rice, an increase of 22.62 per cent year-on-year. POST STAff

The coronavirus could undermine the use of cash by consumers. AfP

Covid leads to shift away from cash
THE Covid-19 pandemic that 
has slammed oil demand and 
prices is forcing energy ma-
jors to tighten their belts on 
exploration, even if finding 
new deposits remain essen-
tial to their existence.

While the sector is increas-
ingly diversifying into greener 
energies such as electricity and 
wind power, its core business 
remains oil and gas.

“Questions abound over 
whether it is still profitable to 
look for oil given subdued de-
mand growth prospects and a 
low-price environment,” Ste-
phen brennock, analyst at oil 
brokers PVM, said. 

“The answer seems not, 
judging by the recent spate 
of massive hydrocarbon asset 
writedowns.

“Set against this backdrop, I 
don’t expect a rebound in drill-
ing in the medium-term. 

“Instead, oil majors will be 
forced to beef up their green 
energy portfolios in order to 
survive,” brennock said.

Compared to pre-virus 
plans, the energy sector has 
slashed exploration projects in 
UK North Sea waters by 70 per 
cent and by 30 per cent off the 
coast of Norway, according to 
research group Westwood.

US oil giant ExxonMobil has 
cut its total exploration plans by 
30 per cent, or an investment 
reduction of $10 billion.

European rivals ENI, bP and 
Equinor have carried out simi-
lar moves, which have in turn 

hurt subcontractors includ-
ing French oil services group 
CGG, which expects revenue 
to slump 40 per cent this year.

In the US, more than 30 oil ex-
ploration and production com-
panies have this year filed for 
bankruptcy, according to Texan 
law firm Haynes & boone.

If oil prices remain stuck 
around the current $40 per 
barrel level, a further 150 
such companies could be lost 
by 2022, estimates research 
group rystad Energy.

“Drilling programmes will 
be hampered in the near-
term, in particular in US shale 
areas but also elsewhere, be-
cause of immediate cost-cut-
ting measures,” said JbC En-
ergy analyst raphaela Hein.

“In the past, we have seen 
that massive capital expendi-
ture cuts to majors’ budgets 
did not really impact their fu-
ture production. 

“As such, we think that they 
will continue to look for new 
fields – maybe to a slightly lesser 
extent . . . and keep production 
within their long-term plans. 

Hein however said Arctic 
projects appeared to be “eco-
nomically unviable”.

This despite the vast area 
forecast to have 13 per cent 
of the world’s oil reserves and 
30 per cent of its undiscovered 
natural gas.

In July, russia’s Gazprom Neft 
and Anglo-Dutch giant Shell 
announced a partnership to ex-
plore in the Arctic. AfP

oil exploration up in 
the air as prices dive



The stock market is 
not like a grocery 
store where you can 
just walk in and make 

purchases directly. There are 
certain rules and mechanisms 
in place that investors need 
to be aware of to utilise their 
first trading experience and 
maximum their investment 
objectives. Understanding 
these will help reduce risk to 
your investment and ensure 
that each decision made is 
aligned with your investment 
objectives. 

Opening an account 
Opening a trading account 

is the very first step when 
starting your stock trad-
ing journey. In Cambodia, 
there are 10 securities firms 
licensed to provide stock 
brokerage services. It is advis-
able to contact each securities 
firm to seek more informa-
tion about their services and 
commission rate to determine 
which broker is best for 
you. You broker will guide 
you through the processes 
involved, such as in filling 
out the forms needed to open 
an account and requesting the 
necessary documents. Your 
broker will be your first point 
of contact, whether you have 
a general or technical en-
quiry, or are seeking invest-
ment advice. 

Placing orders
Once a trading account 

is successfully opened with 
your chosen broker, you can 
instruct them to place a buy/
sell order for you via any of 
the following:

•	 Mobile	Trading	System		
	 (MTS)	from	your	mobile		
 phone;

•	 Telephone;
•	 Email;
•	 Written	document;
•	 Other	communication		

 suggested by your  
     broker.

Understanding trading rules
There are certain rules that 

apply when trading stock on 

the	Cambodia	Securities	Ex-
change	(CSX).	Below	are	the	
main areas of which investors 
need to be aware:

•	 Trading	hour:	The	trad-
ing hour is the period when 
investors can place their buy/
sell order on the market. The 
current	trading	hour	at	CSX	is	
from	8AM	to	3PM	Monday	to	
Friday, except public holi-
days. 

•	 Trading currency: At 
the	CSX,	securities	are	traded	
in Cambodian riel.

•	 Good faith deposits: 
A minimum deposit is not 
required in a trading ac-
count, unless when placing 
orders; however, investors 
are required to have 100 per 
cent of the cash/securities in 
order to place an order. For 

example, if you would like to 
place a buy order of  40,000 
riel worth of shares, you need 
to have at least  40,000 riel 
in your cash balance plus the 
commission fee.

•	 Type	of	order:	There	
are two types of order:

o Limit order: This is 
an order to buy/sell securi-
ties when the quoted price 
is the maximum price at 
which you are willing to 
buy/sell the securities. For 
example, if you place a buy 
limit order of 10,000 riel 
for stock A, the order will 
only be executed at 10,000 
riel or less. 

o	 Market	order:	This	
is an order to immediately 
buy/sell a stock at the best 
price available. A market 

order does not require you 
to quote the price. The 
system will match your 
market order with the best 
possible price in the market 
for immediate execution. 
•	 Daily price limit: In-

vestors can place an order at 
a price no greater than 10 per 
cent or less than 10 per cent 
of the base price. This means 
the price of each stock is al-
lowed to increase up to 10 per 
cent and decrease no more  
than 10 per cent in a day.

•	 Minimum order unit: 
The minimum order of each 
stock is one unit.  

•	 Order matching:	Buy/
sell orders will be matched 
in accordance with price and 
time priority. This means the 
lower asks shall have prior-

ity over the higher asks and 
the higher bids shall have 
priority over the lower bids. 
In the case of two orders be-
ing placed at the same price, 
the order received earlier 
shall have priority over that 
received later. 

• Clearing and settle-
ment: Clearing and settlement 
are done electronically. Cash/
securities can be used to place 
other orders immediately after 
being executed. 

•	 Cash withdrawal: Cash 
withdrawal from your trading 
account can be done at any time. 

Trading Procedure
After the order is placed 

through	your	MTS	or	broker,	
your order will be sent to the 
CSX	system.	The	system	then	

automatically matches your 
order with the counter party 
base on the type order, price, 
quantity and other criteria set 
in the trading rules. After the 
orders are successfully ex-
ecuted, you will be informed 
of the trading result. 

Securities Exchange, Market 
Operations Department  
Email: market@csx.com.kh
Tel: 023 95 88 88 / 023 95 88 85
Disclaimer: This article  
is compiled solely for 
informative and educational 
purposes only and does  
not make any recommendations 
or offer investment advice. The 
Cambodia	Securities	Exchange	
is not liable for any losses  
or damages caused by using  
it in such a way. 

How to start trading stocks
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Investors can trade stocks in a fast, secure and convenient way using the Mobile Trading System (MTS). supplied



Sudan, rebel groups sign peace deal
S

UDAN’S government and rebel 
groups on Saturday signed a 
landmark peace deal aimed at 
ending decades of war in which 

hundreds of thousands have died.
Cheers rang out as one by one, rep-

resentatives from the transitional 
government and rebel groups signed 
the deal, a year after the peace talks 
began, at a ceremony in the South Su-
danese capital Juba.

The deal covers several tricky issues, 
from land ownership, reparations and 
compensation to wealth and power-
sharing and the return of refugees and 
internally displaced people.

Ending Sudan’s internal conflicts has 
been a top priority of the transitional 
government, in power since longtime 
dictator Omar al-Bashir was ousted in 
a pro-democracy uprising. 

“For us today it is a historic day ... this 
will stop the war ... we are very com-
mitted to the implementation of all the 
protocols agreed upon,” said the head 
of Sudan’s transitional sovereign council 
General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan.

“This agreement will help Sudan to 
transform smoothly to a state of justice, 
citizenship, freedom and democracy.”

Both al-Burhan and Prime Minister 
Abdalla Hamdok, as well as the EU and 
UN, called on two powerful holdout 
rebel groups to join the peace process.

“We are waiting for you to achieve a 
comprehensive peace in Sudan,” said 
Hamdok, who said the deal would not 
only silence the guns but also “stabi-
lise the economy”.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres hailed the deal as a “milestone 
on the road to achieve sustainable 
peace” in a recorded video message.

“Now it is critical that this agree-
ment translates into tangible im-
provements in peoples’ lives.”

EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell 
said the deal “signifies an important 
milestone for the ongoing democratic 
and economic transition of Sudan”.

The agreement was signed by the Su-
dan Revolutionary Front (SRF), which 
comprises rebel groups from the war-

ravaged western Darfur region, as well 
as the southern states of the Blue Nile 
and South Kordofan.

Guarantors of the deal from Chad, Qa-
tar, Egypt, the African Union, EU and UN 
also put their names to the agreement.

One of the rebel groups which did not 
sign is the Darfur-based Sudan Libera-
tion Movement (SLM) faction led by 
Abdelwahid Nour, which launched an 
attack last Monday, the army said.

Another, the South Kordofan-based 
wing of the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement-North (SPLM-N) led by 
Abdelaziz al-Hilu, has signed a sepa-
rate ceasefire.

It allows rebels to keep their guns 
for “self-protection” until Sudan’s con-
stitution is changed to guarantee the 
separation of state and religion.

South Kordofan and to a lesser ex-
tent Blue Nile state have significant 
Christian populations who have 

fought for decades to end the imposi-
tion of Islamic law by Khartoum.

The peace talks were mediated by 
South Sudan, whose leaders themselves 
battled Khartoum as rebels for decades 
before achieving independence in 2011 
and who are still struggling to bring 
peace to their own country.

South Sudan President Salva Kiir 
warned that implementing the deal 
would not be an easy task and urged 
the international community to lend 
its support.

“We have no illusion that the im-
plementation of the peace agree-
ment we are celebrating today will 
be an easy business especially with 
the economic realities facing Sudan 
presently,” he said. 

“Sudan needs financial resources to 
rebuild the infrastructure destroyed 
by the war and floods.” 

The economy has suffered from the 

country’s inclusion on Washington’s ter-
ror blacklist, decades-long US sanctions 
and the 2011 secession of the country’s 
oil-rich south which deprived the north 
of three-quarters of its oil reserves.

Economic hardship triggered the an-
ti-Bashir protests and remain a press-
ing concern -- food prices have tripled 
in the past year and the Sudanese 
pound has depreciated dramatically.

Recent flooding, which has affect-
ed nearly 830,000 people, has wors-
ened the situation.

The Arab-dominated government 
that was led by Bashir for three decades 
fought multiple conflicts with non-Ar-
ab rebels, including a devastating war 
in Darfur and the 1983-2005 war that 
led to the secession of the south. 

The final signing ceremony was 
held at the Mausoleum of John Ga-
rang, one of the south’s leaders during 
the war for independence. AFP

World
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Egypt archaeologists unveils coffins buried 2,500 years ago
ARCHAEOLOGISTS in Egypt 
said on Saturday they had 
found 59 well-preserved and 
sealed wooden coffins over 
recent weeks that were buried 
more than 2,500 years ago.

Opening one of the ornately 
decorated sarcophagi before 
assembled media, the team 
revealed mummified remains 
wrapped in burial cloth that 
bore hieroglyphic inscriptions 
in bright colours.

The dramatic find was unearthed 
south of Cairo in the sprawling 
burial ground of Saqqara, the 
necropolis of the ancient Egyptian 
capital of Memphis, a Unesco 
World Heritage site.

“We are very happy about this 
discovery,” said Mostafa Waziri, 
secretary-general of the Supreme 
Council of Antiquities.

Since the find of the first 13 
coffins was announced almost 
three weeks ago, more have 
been discovered in shafts at 
depths of up to 12m.

An unknown number of addi-
tional coffins may still lie buried 
there, the tourism and antiqui-

ties minister, Khaled al-Anani, 
said at the site, near the 4,700-
year-old pyramid of Djoser.

“So today is not the end of 
the discovery, I consider it the 
beginning of the big discov-
ery,” he said.

Khaled said the coffins, sealed 
more than 2,500 years ago, date 
back to the Late Period of 
ancient Egypt, from about the 
sixth or seventh century BC.

Excavations in Saqqara have 
in recent years unearthed 
troves of artefacts as well as 
mummified snakes, birds, scar-
ab beetles and other animals.

The discovery of the coffins is 
the first major announcement 
since the outbreak of Covid-19 
in Egypt, which led to the clo-
sure of museums and archaeo-
logical sites for around three 
months from late March.

Dozens of statues were also 
found in the area including a 
bronze figurine depicting 
Nefertem, an ancient god of 
the lotus blossom.

Preliminary studies indicated 
the sarcophagi likely belonged 

to priests, senior statesman, 
and prominent figures in the 
ancient Egyptian society of the 
26th dynasty, Anani said.

All the coffins would be tak-
en to the soon-to-be-opened 
Grand Egyptian Museum on 
the Giza plateau, he said.

They would be placed oppo-
site a hall hosting 32 other 
sealed sarcophagi for priests 
from the 22nd dynasty, which 
were found last year in the 
southern city of Luxor.

The opening of the Grand 
Egyptian Museum, which has 
been delayed several times, is 
planned for 2021.

The museum will host thou-
sands of artefacts, spanning 
multiple eras of Egypt’s history, 
from the pre-dynastic to the 
Greco-Roman period.

Egypt hopes a flurry of archae-
ological finds in recent years 
and the Grand Egyptian Muse-
um will boost its vital tourism 
sector, which has suffered mul-
tiple shocks since the 2011 Arab 
Spring uprisings, most recently 
the pandemic. AFP

Modi moves 
on border 
projects in 
bold push  

Chairman of Sudan’s Sovereign Council Abdel Fattah al-Burhan (left), South Sudan’s President Salva Kiir (centre) and Chadian President 
Idriss Deby (right) hold a copy of the South Sudan peace deal, signed in Juba on Saturday. AFP

The sarcophaguses were unearthed south of Cairo in the sprawling burial ground of Saqqara, the necropolis 
of the ancient Egyptian capital of Memphis, a UNESCO World Heritage site. AFP

Continued from page 1

construction work could only 
be carried out for about six 
months each year.

The project is part of New 
Delhi’s push to catch up with 
Chinese infrastructure devel-
opment on the other side of 
the border.

In the last six years, Modi’s 
government has expedited 
several frontier projects 
including roads, bridges and 
high-altitude airstrips.

Inaugurating the tunnel on 
Saturday, the prime minister 
said: “We have put our entire 
energy in developing our bor-
der infrastructure. The country 
hasn’t seen roads, bridges and 
tunnels built at this scale.

“Besides locals, this (infrastruc-
ture) will also hugely benefit the 
men and women in our army.”

New Delhi hopes such 
projects will promote tourism 
and spur economic activity.

Sanjay Kundu, the police chief 
of Himachal Pradesh – which 
shares a long border with Tibet 
– recently proposed better roads 
and mobile connectivity as well 
as even arms training for the 
State’s border villages.

India’s Border Roads Organ-
isation, which implements 
most of these strategic projects, 
says it has built more in the 
last four years than in the pre-
vious decade.

Its head, Lieutenant-Gener-
al Harpal Singh, said it is press-
ing ahead with “long-term 
plans based on its strategic 
calculations to develop these 
regions”. AFP
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thailand okays 
partial opening 
of borders to 
draw tourists
tHAILAND will begin reopening its bor-
ders to outsiders and kickstart a tourism 
industry battered by the covid-19 pan-
demic with a flight from china later this 
month, authorities said on Friday.

the thai economy is highly depend-
ent on foreign visitors but the country 
is expecting a fraction of the nearly 40 
million international arrivals it record-
ed last year after the pandemic brought 
global air travel to a near standstill. 

officials hope to portray the country 
as a safe holiday destination after 
thailand escaped relatively unscathed 
from the outbreak, with just 59 deaths 
recorded nationwide.

but the scheme has been designed 
to forestall any risk of importing new 
cases, with only visitors from countries 
deemed low risk allowed to enter the 
country and all new arrivals required 
to spend 14 days in hotel quarantine.

the first arrivals will be a group of 
150 chinese tourists travelling to 
Phuket, a tourism Authority of thai-
land spokeswoman said, with local 
media reporting that their flight would 
land on the resort island this week. 

two more flights – one carrying chi-
nese passengers and another with 
european travellers – are booked to 
follow if there are no problems with 
the first group, she added. 

Prime Minister Prayut chan-o-cha 
told reporters last week that only a 
limited number of travellers would be 
allowed into thailand, and that they 
would be monitored through wrist-
bands and mobile phone apps. 

tourism operators across thailand 
have battled to keep afloat during the 
pandemic and have urged the govern-
ment to ease border restrictions. 

thailand’s economy could shrink by 
up to 10.4 per cent this year, according 
to a World bank forecast released last 
week. AFP

Dragon dance
A Vietnamese dragon dancer performs in a traditional dragon dance festival at the Hoan Kiem lake in Hanoi, Vietnam, on Saturday as part of the city’s preparation for a grand 
1,010th anniversary celebration on October 10.  PHOTO

tHe Ho chi Minh city Power 
corporation plans to soon 
connect all rooftop solar 
power to the electricity grid.

bui trung Kien, its deputy 
general director, told Nguoi Lao 
Dong (Labourers) newspaper 
that to incentivise individu-
als and commercial entities to 
invest in rooftop solar, the cor-
poration (eVNHcMc) has put 
up on its website registration 
procedures and conditions for 
connection to the national grid.

the information also in-
cludes the list of substations 
and lines that have not reached 
full capacity and details about 
how much rooftop solar power 
capacity can still be connected 
to the grid in each district.   

currently, no substation 
faces an overload, and all its 
638 22KV lines can be linked 
with rooftop solar systems in 
the city to release the latter’s 
capacity rapidly.

eVNHcMc is speeding up the 
upgrade of its medium-voltage 
grid to 110KV to increase its ca-
pacity to encourage more peo-
ple to invest in rooftop solar. As 
of now, the city has 9,568 roof-
top solar power systems.

In 2020-25, Vietnam is expect-
ed to face a power shortage, and 
so the corporation is seeking to 
encourage rooftop solar.

Soon the installed capacity is 
expected to increase, especial-
ly systems with a capacity of 
1MWp or more, as people take 
advantage of the government’s 
incentives for rooftop solar.

eVNHcMc said renewable 
energy now accounts for two 
per cent of the city’s total capac-
ity but needs to be increased to 
meet the growing demand from 
socio-economic development 
and urbanisation.

the city has huge potential 
for solar power, especially 
rooftop, it said.

Government offices can in-
stall 152.95 MWp, factories 1,471 
MWp and homes 145.88MWp. 

the World bank estimated 
the city to have a total potential 
of 6,300 MWp and said rooftop 
solar could be developed rap-
idly with proper policies. 

As of the beginning of Sep-
tember, there were nearly 
50,000 rooftop solar power sys-
tems in the country with a total 
capacity of nearly 1,200 MWp. 
VIETNAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Vietnam’s HcM city to 
connect rooftop solar 
systems to power grid

Malaysia’s Muhyiddin: covid 
situation still under control
A

MID anxiety over 
the country’s rap-
idly rising covid-19 
numbers, Malaysian 

Prime Minister Muhyiddin 
Yassin assures the public that 
the situation is still manage-
able and under control.

Pledging his government’s 
commitment to contain the vi-
rus’ spread, Muhyiddin stressed 
that the outbreaks of late were in 
areas and clusters that had been 
identified and could be isolated.

He said many of the recent in-
fections were among detainees 
in prison, in targeted enhanced 
movement control order (Mco) 
areas and from clusters that 
were already pinned down.

“All these areas are always 
being monitored, and case 
detection activities and active 
contact tracing are being done 
to ensure positive cases are 
being identified and isolated.

“this has led to many more 
covid-19 positive cases being 
detected. I hope the people 
understand this. I wish to em-
phasise that the situation is still 
under control and well-man-
aged by government agencies 
that are involved,” he said in a 

Facebook post on Saturday.
He said he was informed 

during a special meeting that 
128 out of 287 cases reported 
on Friday involved staff mem-
bers and detainees in Alor 
Setar prison.

“the remaining cases were re-
ported in Sabah and a few States 
in the peninsula,” he said.

“the presentation by the 
Health Ministry showed that 
the number of covid-19 cases 
in Sabah to date involved 139 
people, which is about 1.18 

per cent of the total number 
of covid-19 cases in the coun-
try [so far].”

Muhyiddin chaired a special 
National Security council meet-
ing on covid-19 on Saturday.

In the meeting, he said he 
was informed that the cases 
in Sabah were found to have 
originated from the entry 
of undocumented migrants 
from neighbouring countries.

“As such, the government 
has decided that all un-
documented migrants who 

have been detained must be 
screened and placed in tem-
porary detention and quar-
antine centres (PtS) that will 
be prepared beforehand.

“At the moment, the PtS in 
Sabah have exceeded their 
capacity,” he said, adding that 
more PtS would be set up for 
detained migrants before 
they are deported.

He also said that more health-
care workers would be stationed 
to screen detained migrants.

Likewise, he said more secu-
rity forces would be sent to con-
trol the country’s border to curb 
the entry of undocumented mi-
grants, especially in Sabah.

Muhyiddin stressed that 
Malaysia’s level of prepared-
ness was high, adding there 
were 40 hospitals and 34 
centres for low-risk covid-19 
quarantine and treatment, 
with a capacity of 5,674 beds.

“the utilisation rate of beds 
in covid-19 hospitals at the mo-
ment is at 24 per cent,” he said.

As for healthcare facilities, 
he said 437 intensive care 
unit beds and 1,505 ventila-
tors were available. THE STAR 

(MALAYSIA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Malaysian Prime Minister Muhyiddin Yassin stressed that the outbreaks 
of late were in areas and clusters that could be isolated. AFP



T
ODAY, Germany is 
celebrating the 30th 
anniversary of its 
reunification. We 

Germans look back to this 
event with deep emotion. 
First and foremost, we are 
proud that our peaceful revo-
lution happened without 
bloodshed and violence. 

It marked the end of a 
process that began with the 
courageous uprisings in parts 
of Eastern Europe, namely 
the Solidarnosc movement in 
Poland. Our reunification 
would not have been possi-
ble without the consent and 
support of our international 
partners, the United States, 
France, the United Kingdom, 
and the then-Soviet Union 
under Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Their agreement allowed us 
– under the “Two Plus Four 
Treaty” – to reunify as a 
nation based on democracy, 
the rule of law and a commit-
ment to human rights. At that 
time, there were also voices of 
concern. After all, Germany 
had triggered two world wars, 
with millions of victims in 
neighboring countries and 
the unprecedented crime of 
the Shoah, the extinction of 
millions of Jewish lives. 

Could Germany be trusted? 
In the life of a person, cele-
brating the 30th birthday is 
often the moment, when par-
ents, families and friends 
expect us to take full respon-
sibility, build a family and a 
house, raise children. In 
analogy, celebrating 30 years 
of a unified Germany, our 
partners can expect us to 
have grown up by now, to be 
able to define and defend 
what we stand for and to be a 
reliable member of the inter-
national community. 

Looking back, Germany’s 
“coming of age” can be con-
sidered a success story. Most 
importantly, our own reunifi-
cation opened the way to the 
unification of Europe. Bring-
ing our sisters and brothers 
from Eastern Europe into the 
family of the European 
Union has been a true histor-
ic achievement, tearing down 
borders and barriers, open-
ing bridges and opportuni-
ties. It has reunited a big part 
of our continent with its 
complex common history 
and culture. It has enabled 
true reconciliation after cen-
turies of war and bloodshed. 

Within Germany, we faced 
the challenge of overcoming 
decades of division which had 
caused alienation of our socie-
ties on both sides of the iron 
curtain. Today, we can be 
proud of what has been 
achieved: greatly improved 
infrastructure in the eastern 
states of Germany, vibrant cit-
ies where tradition and history 
have been brought back to life 
and a progressive convergence 
in economic performance. 

But we must realise that 
work is not finished. Salaries 
in the east still lag behind 
those in the west. We have 

underestimated the emotion-
al dimension of many of our 
compatriots whose lives 
changed profoundly from one 
day to the next and whose 
biographies are often not 
respected. And we are facing a 
disproportionate weight of 
right wing movements and 
activists, notably in some 
parts of eastern Germany. 
Obviously, we must continue 
to strive for improvement and 
to work towards more mutual 
understanding. 

In foreign policy, Germa-
ny’s path after 1990 was chal-
lenging early on. Only a year 
after reunification, conflict 
broke out in the western Bal-

kans as a result of the implo-
sion of former Yugoslavia. 
During the evolution of these 
conflicts, it became obvious 
that Germany had to make 
tough choices and take a 
stance in a complex interna-
tional crisis. 

To a certain extent, the 
country’s post-1945 foreign 
policy culture was put to a test. 
The picture of the extinction of 
the male (and Muslim) popu-
lation of Srebrenica as well as 
the massacres and severe 
human rights violations in 
Kosovo left a deep impression 
and led the country to balance 
its instinctive pacifism with a 
responsibility to act in the face 
of brutality and injustice. 

In the end, and remembering 
the atrocities of Nazi Germany, 
we were an important part of 
the Transatlantic Alliance try-
ing to act in accordance with 
the legal obligation of the 
“responsibility to protect”. 

The readiness to take 
responsibility for interna-
tional peace and security was 
further demonstrated by our 
substantial engagement after 
9/11. Our contribution to 
state- and nation-building in 
Afghanistan has been the 
second largest of the entire 
coalition. We have been a 
driver of the European Com-
mon Foreign and Security 
Policy with, by now, dozens 

of military and civilian mis-
sions to stabilise conflicts in 
Africa, the Middle East and 
Eastern Europe. 

And what do we stand for 
today, in 2020, in the wake of 
new geopolitical confronta-
tions, a progressive and dan-
gerous fragmentation of the 
international order, the rise of 
authoritarian populism all 
over the world and increasing 
global threats, such as pan-
demics and climate change? 

We see ourselves, first and 
foremost, firmly anchored in 
the EU, which we consider 
our home and destiny. The EU 
stands for the universal values 
of inviolable and inalienable 
human rights, fundamental 

freedoms, democracy and the 
rule of law. We see ourselves 
on the side of those who 
defend international coopera-
tion and multilateralism. 
International cooperation will 
be key if we want to address 
current challenges such as the 
Covid-19 pandemic or the cli-
mate emergency. Chancellor 
Angela Merkel, in her address 
at the 75th session of the Unit-
ed Nations General Assembly, 
has reaffirmed our resolve to 
support and strengthen the 
UN family. 

Regarding Southeast Asia, 
our recent “Policy Guidelines 
for the Indo-Pacific” empha-
sise our commitment to sup-

porting regional stability and 
prosperity through partner-
ships and international 
cooperation. Increasing peo-
ple-to-people contacts and 
mutual learning from our 
respective cultures and tradi-
tions forms an integral part 
of our ambition. 

As a trading nation, we are 
reaching out to the world. We 
believe that fair trade is bene-
ficial to all of us. Creating a 
network of Free and Compre-
hensive Trade Agreements, 
particularly between the EU 
and economies in Southeast 
Asia constitutes an important 
contribution to efficient global 
trade in goods and services. 

Our trade relations depend 

on regional security and sta-
bility, based on established 
principles of international 
law, such as UNCLOS. This is 
why we are ready to engage 
even more with ASEAN’s ini-
tiatives to promote stability 
in the region. 

We have gained a reputa-
tion as staunch supporters of 
international cooperation to 
fight global challenges. COV-
ID-19 is a reminder that we 
can only win if we work 
together, in research, pro-
curement and distribution of 
vaccines and medicaments. 

Climate change is a chal-
lenge of extraordinary 
dimensions. We believe in 
the necessity of urgent 
action, by all, to contain glo-
bal warming and its conse-
quential threat for our plan-
et. To achieve this, all of us, 
as parties to the UN Frame-
work Convention on Climate 
Change, need to significantly 
step up our efforts. 

As bad as the Covid-19 crisis 
may be, it is perhaps a wake-
up call to see this disruption 
as a transformative impulse 
to “build back better”, reduce 
our dependency on fossil 
fuels, create new carbon neu-
tral solutions for a circular 
economy and rehabilitate our 
marine ecosystems. 

As I look at this agenda of 
Germany’s mission 30 years 
after unification, I am satis-
fied to see the remarkable 
convergence of the agenda 
with Indonesia’s values, poli-
cies and objectives. So let’s 
capitalize on this partnership 
to build a better world. THE 
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Opinion
Peter Schoof

Germany 30 years after unification – 
Who we are, what we stand for

Chancellor Angela Merkel, in her address at the 75th session of the UN General Assembly, has reaffirmed Germany’s resolve to support and 
strengthen the UN family. AfP

we have gained a reputation 
as staunch supporters of 

international cooperation to 
fight global challenges
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Lifestyle
teetotallers stake 
their claim in a 
booze-filled Japan
A

t a trendy tokyo cocktail 
bar, customers sip brightly 
coloured beverages with 
sophisticated flavour pro-

files, designed for a small but grow-
ing market in hard-drinking Japan: 
teetotallers.

At “0%”, all the cocktails are non-al-
coholic, but the bar is still something 
of an anomaly in Japan, where drink-
ing is popular and considered an im-
portant part of business culture.

With alcohol as a lubricant, the 
formality that can govern the Japa-
nese workplace slips away, and 
drinking – often heavily – with col-
leagues is seen as important to ca-
reer advancement for some.

there’s even a word for drinking 
with colleagues: “nominication”, a 
portmanteau of the word for drink – 
nomi – in Japanese and the english 
word communication.

that has long put non-drinkers like 
Hideto Fujino, a 54-year-old fund 
manager, at a disadvantage, but he 
and others like him are speaking out 
– and finding they are not alone.

“there are many times that non-
drinkers feel uncomfortable,” he 
told AFP.

“You sometimes hear statements 
like ‘you can’t get promoted if you can’t 
drink alcohol’,” said Fujino, who start-
ed a Facebook group for non-drinkers.

Fujino doesn’t drink because he 
cannot process alcohol well – like 
about five per cent of Japanese, and 
many other east Asians, he lacks 
some of the enzymes that break down 
the toxic byproducts of alcohol.

those with the genetic disposition 
suffer various side effects includ-
ing flushed cheeks and feeling sick 
when they drink.

but there are plenty of other rea-
sons that people don’t drink, said 
Fujino, whose Facebook group at-
tracted over 4,000 members within 
months of him creating it.

Some cite health reasons, or preg-
nancy, while others dislike alcohol 
or its effects on them, and some 
like drinking but have decided to 
cut back – a group that is growing 
in other parts of the world and is 

sometimes termed “sober curious”.

‘Lonely and discriminated against’
For centuries, alcohol has played 

an important social role in Japan 
– feudal lords used it to bond with 
subordinates and sake was brewed 
in some temples.

More recently, it has been seen as 
a way for co-workers to speak more 
freely than is sometimes possible in 
often deeply hierarchical workplaces.

this means that non-drinkers can 
struggle, said Fujino, with many 
feeling their career progression may 
in part depend on drinking.

“In the office, sometimes senior 
staff only take out those who can 
drink,” he said.

“You’re told ‘we didn’t ask you to 
come because you can’t drink’ – this 
makes you feel lonely and discrimi-
nated against.”

Fujino coined the term “gekono-
mist” for people like him – combin-
ing the word for people allergic to 
alcohol “geko” with “nomi” and the 
english suffix “ist”.

on his Facebook group, fellow 
gekonomists swap recipes for non-
alcoholic drinks they enjoy and share 
stories about their experiences.

“today, I tasted this,” one member 

commented with a photo of a glass 
of a drink resembling whisky.

“of course, it’s non-alcoholic, with 
the scent of a cypress tree!”

the group also exploded with 
comments on the election of Japan’s 
new Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga, 
a rare high-profile teetotaller.

“congratulations on the birth of 
a geko prime minister!” one user 
wrote, while another speculated 
about the pressure Suga must have 
faced to join drinking parties while 
rising up the ranks.

“overcoming this to become a 
prime minister is impressive.”

Drop in young drinkers 
Mayumi Yamamoto, who started 

0%, said she was inspired to offer 
better non-alcoholic drinks by her 
own experience as a teetotaller.

“I thought it would be great if there 
were drink menu options other than 
tea and carbonated water for people 
like me who can’t drink much alco-
hol,” the 31-year-old told AFP.

the bar in the popular nightlife 
area of roppongi, famous for clubs 
and drinking holes, offers vegan food 
alongside cocktails infused with in-
gredients including basil, mascar-
pone cheese, seaweed, and berries.

Among the customers one Saturday 
evening was rei Azezaki, 21, who is 
allergic to alcohol and had brought 
along her boyfriend, who is a drinker.

“Usually I drink a lot of alcohol,” 
said Yuto takahashi, 24.

“but here I enjoy drinks more slow-
ly, it’s like I’m appreciating the atmo-
sphere more. I like it very much.” 

Similar booze-free bars are crop-
ping up elsewhere in Japan, with their 
locations enthusiastically shared on 
Fujino’s Facebook group, and health 
ministry data suggests heavy drink-
ing is falling among young people.

In 2017, just 16 per cent of men in 
their 20s and 25 per cent of those in 
their 30s drank the equivalent of two 
or more glasses of wine, at least three 
days a week – half the number in both 
age groups from a decade earlier.

Naoko Kuga, a senior researcher at 
NLI research Institute, has studied the 
changing alcohol market in Japan and 
says young people increasingly have a 
different relationship with alcohol, 
particularly around colleagues.

“Young people don’t want that old 
‘nominication’ with superiors that 
lasts hours,” she told AFP.

“they’ll choose what they want as 
the first glass, and it might well be 
non-alcoholic.” afp

Daily grind: Malaysian mill 
makes old-fashioned coffee
A MALAYSIAN worker pours 
roasted coffee beans into a pot 
of bubbling, melted sugar as an 
ageing machine stirs the ingre-
dients into a sticky black mix-
ture over a crackling wood fire.

the Antong mill, believed 
to be the oldest such set-up in 
Malaysia, has been using the 
same methods to produce its 
popular coffee for almost 
nine decades.

“I want to let young people 
know what coffee factories 
looked like 50 or 100 years ago,” 
thian boon chung, the boss of 
the small mill in the Malaysian 
town of taiping, told AFP.

“I want them to appreciate the 
old ways of making coffee.”

the mill – built by thian’s 
grandfather and two others in 
1933 – is a small wooden build-
ing with a zinc roof. 

It houses machines for roast-
ing coffee, removing the husk 
from beans and mixing them 
up with sugar. 

Many of the contraptions are 
original, dating from when the 
factory started operations, 
although their motors have 
been replaced.

the mill workers use wood 
gathered from construction 
projects and abandoned hous-
es to roast the beans, giving it 
a distinct, smoky flavour.

thian said his wood-roasted 
coffee tasted better than other 

varieties: “It has ‘power’ in the 
taste that cannot simply be 
explained by words.”

After the beans are mixed 
with sugar, they are dried and 
crushed into a coarse powder 
before being packaged and 
sold to restaurants and other 
customers.

the mill can produce up to 
2,000kg of coffee products a 
day, with half its beans sourced 
in Malaysia and the rest 
imported.

the type of sweet coffee pro-
duced at the factory has long 
been popular in Malaysia, 
where many like their drinks 
sugary, and is commonly 
served at restaurants. afp

Mayumi Yamamoto started ‘0%’, a non-alcoholic cocktail bar, to cater to teetotallers (non-drinkers) like herself. afp

The non-alcoholic bar features all the ambiance and crafty concoctions of a typical 
cocktail bar, minus the booze. afp

Mill workers at the Antong mill use wood gathered from construction projects and abandoned houses to 
roast the beans, giving it a distinct, smoky flavour. afp
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Maybank Cambodia presented 6,000 handwoven face masks 
to the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport in conjunction with 
the reopening of public schools and this year’s 60th anniversary 
of Maybank. The masks were presented to Minister of Education, 
Youth and Sport HE Dr Hang Chuon Naron at his office. Also 
present at the event was Malaysian Ambassador to Cambodia 
HE Eldeen Husaini Mohd Hashim. The “Gift of Love” face masks – 
made of pure cotton and silk – can be reused and were produced 
by some 250 skilled female weavers in Takeo province under the 
Maybank Women Eco-Weavers programme.

Maybank presents masks 
to Ministry of Education 
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Prince Bank launched its Mastercard and Visa cards on 
Wednesday as it further embraces digital banking. The bank 
introduced eight debit and credit cards – in Mastercard Standard 
and Platinum, and Visa Classic and Platinum options. To celebrate 
the launch, the bank announced two campaigns for card users – a 
daily discount of 50 per cent on 2D, 3D and VIP movie tickets at all 
branches of major Cineplex, and a cashback campaign. 

Prince Bank launches 
Mastercard, Visa cards

ph
ot

o
s 

sU
pp

LI
ED



Email: socialite@phnompenhpost.comSocialite14 THE PHNOM PENH POST  october 5, 2020  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

Malaysian Ambassador to Cambodia HE Eldeen Husaini Mohd 
Hashim and his staff on Tuesday visited the Sacrifice Families and 
Orphans Development Association Centre in Phnom Penh to reach 
out to less fortunate children. The visit was part of the embassy’s 
efforts to promote the “We Care, We Share” programme – a social 
cause to assist underprivileged people. During the visit, basic 
essentials ranging from food, bedding items and toiletries to sports 
equipment and reusable face masks were donated. The centre 
houses 46 children.

Malaysian embassy’s promotes ‘We Care, We Share’ 
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Ly Hour Group employees can now enjoy health screenings at Singapore Medical Center 
(Cambodia) after both parties signed a memorandum of understanding on Tuesday. This comes 
as part of the company’s efforts to drive health awareness among its staff. Equipped with a wide 
range of medical programmes developed by international experts, the medical centre also promotes 
corporate wellness.

Ly Hour Group, Singapore Medical 
Center ink corporate wellness pact

Wing (Cambodia) Limited Specialised Bank and Phillip Bank Plc on Monday teamed up to provide 
convenient and secure loan repayments via the Wing financial ecosystem. With this partnership, Phillip 
Bank customers can make loan repayments through Wing’s network of more than 8,000 Wing Cash 
Xpress outlets across Cambodia. 

Wing and Phillip Bank team up to make repayments easy



Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Astronaut drink
  5 High points
 10 Native of Mecca
 14 Collection of miscellaneous 

things
 15 Public humiliation
 16 Prizefighter’s garb
 17 Old-school “Amazing!”
 20 Word in several Agatha Christie 

titles
 21 It’s usually lower in the winter
 22 “A Farewell To ___”
 25 Fall on ___ ears
 26 Comes down with
 29 Feedbag fill
 31 Serious productions
 35 Space-saver for writers
 36 Spaniard’s sign-off
 38 Drink option
 39 Be ecstatic
 43 Popular salad fish
 44 Long-snouted mammal
 45 “To be or ___ to be”
 46 Decreases one’s bankroll
 49 Bollywood wardrobe item

 50 Oinker’s abode
 51 What many signs are written in
 53 Prefix meaning “left”
 55 Get a sense of
 58 Homeric epic
 62 How John Wayne rode
 65 New York canal
 66 Final resting place
 67 Stylish elegance
 68 Try out
 69 Gnawed away
 70 Turtle or dove’s retreat
DOWN
  1 “Sweeney ___”
  2 Cosmetic additive
  3 Singer Simone
  4 “Sorry, ___ run!”
  5 Silver-gray shade
  6 When doubled, a lively dance
  7 It has its plusses and minuses
  8 Place tiles in cement, e.g.
  9 Had the appearance of
 10 Archaeologist’s prize
 11 Speckled reddish-brown
 12 Fit to perform the task
 13 ___ canto
 18 It may be cleared before  

a speech
 19 Wing-shaped
 23 Like a neat bed
 24 Stretch at work?
 26 Checks the weight
 27 Consumed
 28 Public display of temper
 30 Some convert into beds
 32 Partner of groans
 33 Dispense
 34 Like some pretzels
 37 Flower leaf
 40 Burrowing marine animal
 41 The Emerald Isle
 42 Quiz show fodder
 47 Noted surrealist
 48 Type of bath or cake
 52 Buddhist teaching
 54 Antiquated
 55 Cab passenger
 56 Yale students
 57 Just one of those things?
 59 Sit at a red light
 60 Mournful expression
 61 Bumper ding
 62 Vietnamese New Year
 63 Holiday brink
 64 One of a state’s two, briefly

“NBA READY” 

Friday’s solution

Friday’s solution
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French primary school teacher Sylvain Helaine had to fly to Switzerland to get his eyes inked because the 
practice is forbidden in France. AFP

‘Mr Snake’: Meet the 
teacher who is France’s 
most tattooed man
b

Y night he is Freaky 
Hoody, the most tat-
tooed man in France, 
whose tongue and 

even eyes are inked.
by day he is Mr Helaine, pri-

mary school teacher.
“there is always a moment of 

stunned silence” when he first 
meets the children and the par-
ents, Sylvain Helaine admitted.

“but when I introduce my-
self and they see that I am a 
teacher like all the others, it’s 
cool,” he told AFP.

No part of the 35-year-old’s 
body has been  left untouched 
by a tattooist’s needle.

“Mr Snake”, as some pupils 
call him, had to travel to Swit-
zerland to get his eyes done 
– something that is illegal in 
France.

“It was torture. they hold 
your eyes open and you 
feel the needle pierce” the 
white of your eye, he said. 

‘Don’t do it!’
“And you never know what 

will happen, which is why I 
say to people, ‘Don’t do it!’

“but for me, I felt incom-
plete without it,” said He-
laine, who has spent €57,000 
($66,000) on his body art over 
the last eight years.

Having his tongue tattooed 
wasn’t the most comfortable 
of experiences either.

“It was so sore, it tripled 
in size. I was drooling and I 
couldn’t speak afterwards. I 
couldn’t drink for 20 hours 
and it took two days for me to 
be able to eat.”

Known as Freaky Hoody on 
social media, where he has 
nearly 60,000 followers, He-
laine insists that he does not 
regret any of his tattoos, from 
the coloured flowers on his 
shaved head to the demon 
head on his back.

“I am probably going to end 
up completely black at 80,” he 
added.

beyond his school in the 
suburbs of Paris, Freaky 
Hoody is something of a star 
on the tattoo scene. 

rather than doors being 

closed in his face, his tattoos 
have opened them for him.

“Model agencies have taken 
me on for films and television 
series. I’ve met (The Matrix 
director) Lana Wachowski as 
well as Mathieu Kassovitz,” 
the star of  The Bureau and 
director of the classic French 
film, La Haine.

‘His eyes are scary’
Helaine “came out” as a body 

art icon at school three years 
ago when he was still living 
with his mother, the only way, 
he said, he could finance his 
tattoos “on a teacher’s salary”.

His appearance, he argued, 
was a good lesson for his pu-
pils in accepting and respect-
ing others.

“children who see me learn 
tolerance of others. When they 
are adults they may be less 
likely to be racist or homopho-
bic, and they will not look at 
disabled people as if they were 
something from a circus.”

And his pupils seem to agree.
“You should not judge him 

because of his appearance,” 
said nine-year-old Gayane.

“It is just his eyes which are 
scary, but he is very nice.”

Loic, one of his former pu-
pils, said it was “worrying that 
people get stuck on physical 

appearance. It is mostly the 
parents who react because 
today young people are more 
educated about respecting all 
appearances.”

Teaches tolerance
Helaine said the only prob-

lem he has encountered was 
with “parents of children who 
were not in my class.”

Some sent a letter to the au-
thorities with pictures of him 
found on the internet, and he 
was “sidelined” for seven weeks 
before being given the green 
light to go back to his class.

“I have nothing against 
tattoos but I think a teacher 
should be neutral when ev-
eryone is talking about what 
girls are wearing,” said one 
father, Farid, 45, referring to 
the controversy in French 
school about some girls being 
sent home for wearing “inap-
propriate” dress.

“What he does in his private 
life is none of our business,” 
insisted Lydie Songo, the 
mother of another child.

“My children call him ‘Mr 
Snake’, but I am going to talk 
to them about that. they have 
to accept him as he is. 

“Still it must be annoying for 
him to have all this attention.” 
AFP

Helaine says his students and their parents don’t mind his appearance 
but parents of other students have lodged complaints. AFP
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Leeds praised for forcing tie with Man city
M

ArceLo bielsa 
hailed Leeds for 
pushing their 
limits to hold 

Manchester city to a pulsat-
ing 1-1 draw and deal another 
early blow to the visitors’ Pre-
mier League title chances.

city were soundly beaten 5-2 
at home by Leicester last week-
end and seemed keen to make 
amends with a dominant start, 
during which raheem Sterling 
opened the scoring.

However, despite handing 
a debut to £62 million ($80 
million) centre-back ruben 
Dias, Pep Guardiola’s men re-
mained unsure in defence and 
bielsa’s men levelled when 
rodrigo pounced on an error 
from goalkeeper ederson just 
before the hour mark.

A first meeting between Pep 
Guardiola and bielsa in eng-
lish football was highly-an-
ticipated and did not disap-
point in a thrilling game that 
somehow ended with only 
two goals despite a combined 
35 efforts on goal.

“For them to be superior 
to us is pretty easy for them, 
it doesn’t require much ef-
fort, whereas for us it requires 
us to go to the limit to be on 
their level,” said bielsa.

city could now find them-
selves eight points behind Liv-
erpool by the end of the week-
end should Jurgen Klopp’s 
men maintain their perfect 
start at Aston Villa on Sunday.

“It was good,” said Guar-
diola.  “[It shows] when both 

teams want to attack.”
city’s start to the season has 

been disrupted by injuries to 
strikers Sergio Aguero and 
Gabriel Jesus, plus a num-
ber of positive coronavirus 
cases. but Guardiola said that 
should not be used as an ex-
cuse for dropping five points 
in two games.

“the team with the situation 

we have with our pre-season, 
with a lot of players out, they 
show an incredible behaviour. 
Unfortunately we could not win 
but we move on from here.”

Guardiola’s men started 
with intent to quiet their 
critics as they pounced on 
bielsa’s determination for his 
side to play out from the back 
by forcing the hosts into mis-

takes with an intense press.
Kevin De bruyne smashed 

an early free-kick off the post 
before Ferran torres had a 
shot blocked on the line.

city’s pressure was finally 
rewarded in the opener as 
Sterling cut inside before 
burying a low shot into the far 
corner at 17 minutes.

However, Leeds composed 

themselves as the first-half 
wore on and city’s energy lev-
els dipped.

‘Couldn’t score’
“We make an incredible 30 

minutes and when we could 
not score the goals, we know 
this is a team that is there un-
til the final whistle,” added 
Guardiola.

Luke Ayling should have 
equalised before half-time 
when he pounced on benja-
min Mendy’s poor clearance, 
but failed to beat ederson 
one-on-one.

Leeds started the second-
half as they ended the first, 
by posing the bigger threat, 
especially once bielsa intro-
duced rodrigo 10 minutes 
after the break.

the Spanish international 
gave city a warning shot when 
his deflected effort came back 
off the crossbar. 

but from the resulting cor-
ner, Leeds’ record signing lev-
elled when ederson dropped 
the ball invitingly at his feet.

A wild game then raged from 
one end to the other with nei-
ther side settling for a point.

ederson made amends for his 
error at the equaliser by turning 
rodrigo’s header onto the bar.

Moments later, Sterling was 
racing clear in behind the Leeds 
defence but ran the ball too 
close to Meslier, who smothered 
at the england international’s 
feet before city saw two late 
penalty appeals waived away.

but bielsa’s men held on 
to take their tally to seven 
points from their opening 
four games, including clashes 
with last season’s top two, on 
their return to the top-flight 
after a 16-year absence.

“Leeds have been waiting a 
long time to be in this league 
and I think we showed we 
are prepared for this,” said 
rodrigo. afp

Swiss Skydiver edges Authentic in Preakness thriller
SWISS Skydiver held off 
Authentic in a thrilling finish 
Saturday, becoming just the 
sixth filly to win the Preakness 
Stakes in a dramatic end to a 
topsy-turvy triple crown year.

trained by Kenny McPeek 
and ridden by robby Albarado, 
Swiss Skydiver edged to the 
lead as they headed into the 
final turn, then held off a fierce 
challenge from Kentucky Derby 
winner Authentic, whose train-
er bob baffert was denied a 
record eighth Preakness win.

“She’s just such a special 
filly,” McPeek said of the deter-
mined chestnut filly that 
romped to victory in the Ala-
bama Stakes before running 
second in the Kentucky oaks.

He said he knew some ques-
tioned his decision to put Swiss 
Skydiver up against the colts in 
the 1 3/16-mile Preakness.

but she justified his faith, 
becoming the first filly since 
rachel Alexandra in 2009 – and 
just the second female since 
1924.

She was the first filly to run 
in the Preakness since ria 
Antonia finished last in 2014.

“She continues to get 
stronger and it’s amazing,” 
McPeek said. “I’ve been doing 
this for 35 years and you’re 
around horses and some-

times you run them and they 
come back tired.

“She never gets tired. If any-
thing, she makes me tired 
dragging me around the barn 
every day.”

the baffert-trained thousand 
Words and Authentic, ridden by 
Johnny Velazquez, dueled for the 
lead early, but Albarado slipped 
Swiss Skydiver past them as they 
were turning for home.

“I had an opportunity,” 
Albarado said. “I took advan-
tage of the rail. Johnny stayed 
off the fence there, made a 
conscious decision to move at 
that time. Give or take now. If 
I make that move now or I wait 
and get smothered.”

Swiss Skydiver, who went off 
at odds of 11-1, held her ground 
as the two thundered away 
from the rest of the field down 
the stretch, finally getting her 
nose across the wire first.

Jesus’ team, a 40-1 longshot 
trained by Jose D’Angelo and 
ridden by Jevian toledo, was a 
distant third.

Pimlico, which usually fea-
tures a raucous crowd of 100,000, 
was virtually empty, with just 
owners, trainers and workers in 
attendance amid the ongoing 
coronavirus pandemic.

covid-19 had already turned 
the triple crown, which nor-

mally starts with the Kentucky 
Derby on the first Saturday in 
May, upside down with the bel-
mont Stakes opening the action 
on June 20 and the Kentucky 

Derby held in September.
belmont winner tiz the Law, 

pipped by Authentic in the 
Kentucky Derby, opted out of 
the Preakness in preparation 

for the breeders’ cup classic.
baffert was vying to become 

the first trainer to win the 
Preakness. He currently shares 
the record with 19th-century 

trainer r. Wyndham Walden.
baffert’s most recent Preak-

ness win remains Justify’s 2018 
triumph on the way to the tri-
ple crown. afp

Leeds pushed their limits to hold Man City to a 1-1 draw and deal another early blow to City’s Premier League title chances. afp

Swiss Skydiver (left) held on in a thrilling finish Saturday, becoming just the sixth filly to win the Preakness Stakes. afp
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