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Kim Sarom

PREAH Sihanouk Military Police are in 
the process of ascertaining the identity of 
one of its own who fired gunshots at his 
grandmother’s funeral in Prey Nop com-
mune and district on Monday night.

Chief of the provincial Military 
Police’s serious crimes bureau Sek Sony 
told The Post on Tuesday that authori-
ties do not know the identity of the 

officer who fired his gun at the funeral. 
They are currently looking for him.

“My officers are following proce-
dure. We will call him [the suspect] to 
clarify this issue,” he said.  

Commune police chief Nop Sokha 
told The Post on Tuesday that a day 
before the incident, a family in the com-
mune was holding a seven-day funeral 
for the suspect’s grandmother.

On Monday, after completing the 

prayer ceremony, relatives and attendees 
at the funeral had a communal meal.

Citing the host of the funeral, Sokha 
said while drinking, the suspect and 
the host who is the suspect’s cousin, 
had a verbal dispute. The suspect 
then took out his gun, fired it into the 
air and drove away in a car.

“People reported the incident to 
the authorities but by the time they 
arrived at the scene, the Military 

Police officer had left.
“The host of the funeral did not file 

a complaint at my station. I have 
already sent the report to the district. 
They [the host and suspect] are rela-
tives, Sokha said.

District police chief Huor Yai confirmed 
on Tuesday that a gun was fired at the 
funeral. His authorities did not take 
action as the Military Police are respon-
sible for handling the case, Yai said. 

CHINESE Huawei executive Meng 
Wanzhou and her law yers 
returned to a Canadian court on 
Monday to press for her release, 
arguing that the US, by omitting 
key facts, blatantly misled Cana-
da about her alleged crimes to 
secure her arrest.

The defence started the five-day 
hearing by saying that the crux of 
the US charges against Meng – that 
she hid Huawei’s relationship with 
former subsidiary Skycom in Iran 
from HSBC bank – is false and 
lacks context.

Meng’s lawyer Scott Fenton 
accused the US of having 
“breached its duty to be forth-
right and candid”.

“The misstatements [and] omis-
sions in the record of the case,” he 
told the British Columbia Supreme 
Court, “go to the very heart of the 
fraud case”.

As such, he said, the extradition 
proceedings should be halted.

The Chinese telecom giant’s 
chief financial officer was arrested 
on a US warrant in December 2018 
during a stopover in Vancouver.

She is charged with bank fraud 
linked to violations of US sanc-
tions against Iran, and has been 
fighting extradition ever since.

The case has added to severe 
strain in Sino-US ties and created 
an unprecedented rift between 
Canada and China.

Nine days after Meng’s arrest, 
C h i n a  d e t a i n e d  f o r m e r

Niem Chheng

G
OVERNMENT officials have 
refuted remarks by UN 
secretary-general Antonio 
Guterres, who recently said 

security guards had intimidated 
groups and individuals associated 
with the UN in Cambodia.

The officials said his remarks failed 
to represent a balanced or accurate 

picture of the situation on the ground.
On Wednesday, Guterres will pres-

ent an annual report by Rhona Smith, 
the UN special rapporteur on the situ-
ation of human rights in Cambodia.

The report concerns intimidation 
and reprisals against individuals and 
groups seeking to cooperate or who 
have cooperated with the UN, its 
representatives and the mechanisms 
in the field of human rights and civil 

society organisations (CSOs).
He said Smith had reported to him 

that the police were arriving unin-
vited to events, training, and meet-
ings. They would take photographs 
and inquire about the organisers 
and participants of the event.

The report didn’t name specific in-
dividuals or organisations that have 
suffered intimidation or reprisal.

Guterres said the UN Office of the 

High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR) reported that in November 
last year, the police demanded a permit 
from the organiser a day before a meet-
ing in Sihanoukville between a Cambo-
dian CSO and the UN country team.

The OHCHR addressed the lawful 
meeting with provincial authorities 
and it was allowed to proceed. But 
the following day, the police again 
demanded details of the activity and 

the names of participants. 
The OHCHR reported that in August 

last year, it conducted a training course 
on human rights monitoring and fact-
finding in Kampong Thom province 
for 25 human rights defenders and 
other members of civil society, includ-
ing representatives of youth networks.

Police officers arrived at the 

Gov’t refutes UN intimidation claims
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Crime doesn’t pay
Kambol district police arrested 12 men on charges of robbing motorcyclists of their machines and other valuables and sent the suspects to the phnom penh 
Municipal Court on Monday. POLICE
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Mom Kunthear

A WHITE paper published 
yesterday by local developer 
Urbanland showed that more 
than half of Cambodia’s city 
dwellers spend most of their 
time at home in their bedrooms 
because they lack space and 
privacy in their living rooms.

It said 80 per cent of those who 
live in a link house, shophouse 
or flat, park their cars or motor-
bikes inside their property.

The white paper, entitled The 
Future of Home is the result of 
10 months of research, in-
depth surveys and focus group 
sessions involving 170 par-
ticipants carried out by Urban-
land to better understand the 
changing living requirements 
of aspiring city dwellers.

The paper said 80 per cent 
of survey participants con-
firmed that security was one 
of the most important attri-
butes they looked into when 
purchasing a home, with 50 
per cent reporting issues with 
noise, pollution, parking and 
social conflicts in their cur-

rent neighbourhoods.
Of the survey participants, 

84 per cent reported that they 
regularly took work home with 
them but only 10 per cent of that 
group said they had a proper 
working space in their homes.

Most worked from their 
bedroom or in a shared liv-
ing space leading to lower 
productivity because of the 
distractions in a busy house-
hold, the paper said.

Design quality was a “very 
important” consideration for 

75 per cent of participants 
when choosing their homes, 
with a general perception that 
many new urban develop-
ments in Cambodia promise 
grand and luxurious exteriors 
with less consideration given 
to the design of practical and 
functional living spaces.

“Quality home design is 
not simply a measure of how 
strong a home is built, how 
big its space is, how expensive 
and rare its construction ma-
terials are and how aestheti-

cally pleasing it looks, but 
also how much these design 
qualities cater to its inhabit-
ants’ practical needs and life-
styles,” the paper said. 

Urbanland’s managing direc-
tor and architect Hok Kang said 
the survey has given the com-
pany valuable insight in its ap-
proach to upcoming projects.

He said many people in the 
post-war generation, including 
him, grew up in dark and dingy 
places with poor interior lighting, 
poor ventilation and little con-
sideration given to the design.

Kang believes they deserve and 
want better from the homes that 
will be the biggest single invest-
ment they make in their lives.

“We believe that putting 
people at the heart of every-
thing we do will enrich their 
quality of life, to enable every-
one to live better and achieve 
their aspirations.

“This research is pivotal for 
us and our wider industry 
in working towards build-
ing homes, offices and other 
spaces that put people first in 
every way,” he said.

Khorn Savi

FOREIGN Affairs and International 
Cooperation Minister Prak Sokhonn 
will meet with ASEAN leaders and a 
UK delegation on Wednesday to dis-
cuss dealing with Covid-19.

ASEAN Foreign Affairs Ministers and 
British Ministers will discuss economic 
recovery plans and ways to enhance 
relations and cooperation in all areas of 
common interest, according to a Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs press release.

“The video conference will be a step 
towards setting future directions for 
promoting ASEAN-UK relations and 
cooperation in the context of global 
challenges and Britain’s exit from the 
EU.

“The UK and ASEAN have been 

partners for more than 40 years and 
worked together on political, secu-
rity, economic, social and cultural 
matters,” the press release said.

It said after Brexit, the UK wants to be-
come dialogue partners with ASEAN, as 
well as the US, China, Canada and Japan 

to establish deeper relationships with 
these countries and open up new op-
portunities in business, education, sci-
ence and security.

For bilateral business cooperation 
between Cambodia and the UK, 
both countries are looking at the 
possibility of creating a bilateral free 
trade agreement (FTA).

Trade volume between the na-
tions had steadily increased to $1.05 
billion in 2019. Cambodian exports 
including garments, footwear, bicy-
cles and rice reached $978 million.

In terms of Covid-19, the Ministry of 
Health announced that Cambodia has 
been recognised by the World Health 
Organisation as one of the few coun-
tries that successfully controlled the 
spread of Covid-19 cases.

Long Kimmarita

T
HE National AIDS Authority 
(NAA) announced the official 
launch of the Fifth National 
Strategic Plan for a Compre-

hensive, Multi-Sectoral Response to 
HIV/AIDS 2019-2023 to demonstrate 
the political will to achieve the UN’s 
95-95-95 goal and ending the threat 
of HIV/AIDS by 2025.

The goal was issued by the Joint UN 
Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) 
in the hope that by 2030, 95 per cent 
of HIV positive patients will know 
they have HIV, 95 per cent of patients 
who know they have HIV will receive 
treatment, and 95 per cent of HIV pa-
tients receiving treatment will show 
reduced viral loads (lower amounts of 
the virus in a patient’s system).

The NAA Facebook page said the 
launch event was attended by the 
chairman, vice-chairman and rep-
resentatives of the AIDS Committee, 
which is comprised of government of-
ficials. About 60 people gathered at the 
Phnom Penh Hotel and attended the 
event via the BlueJeans video network.

NAA chair Ieng Mouly said the Fifth 
National Strategic Plan was designed 
with a vision to end HIV/AIDS by 2025. 
It’s a strong expectation to build a new 
generation of human beings free of HIV 
and AIDS based on specific rules to 
work together, Mouly said.

According to the plan, interven-

tions against HIV and AIDS based 
on scientific evidence will be in-
troduced. Health systems will be 
equipped to provide care and treat-
ment to those living with HIV and 
AIDs, and social services will be 
made more accessible.

Also, national and international bud-
gets will be used to provide services im-
plemented by civil society organisations 
to strengthen HIV/AIDS response.

NAA secretary-general Chhim Khin 
Dareth told The Post on Tuesday that 
Cambodia had announced its com-
mitment to end HIV/AIDS by 2025, 
five years before the UNAIDS dead-
line. Cambodia achieved UNAIDS’ 
previous 90-90-90 goal in 2017, three 

years before the 2020 deadline.
“In this strategic plan, according to 

the government’s decision, there is a 
commitment to achieve the 95-95-95 
goal. If we respond together under one 
body, one strategic plan and one moni-
toring and evaluation system [we can 
achieve it],” Khin Dareth said.

He said demographic estimates 
in Cambodia showed that there are 
currently about 73,000 people living 
with HIV in the Kingdom. Of that 
number, 84 per cent know they are 
HIV positive and have sought treat-
ment. Of those who know they have 
HIV and are receiving treatment, 96 
per cent have shown positive signs 
of recovery.
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premises and demanded to see the 
training agenda and list of participants, 
and attempted to take photographs of 
participants, according to the OHCHR.

Civil society representatives have 
also reportedly declined to be identi-
fied as working with the UN in its ad-
vocacy to the Ministry of Interior due 
to fears of reprisals.

Some victims in detention have 
declined assistance from the OH-
CHR, including refusing to have 
their cases reported to UN human 
rights mechanisms, said the report.

In the report, Guterres said Smith has 
repeatedly been denied confidential in-
terviews with detainees. She reiterated 
that she should be able to visit any place 
of detention and meet with anyone as 
part of carrying out her mandate.

In response to the case in Kampong 
Thom, provincial governor Sok Lou 
said on Tuesday that his province 
didn’t obstruct or disturb CSO or UN 
activities, rather the province had co-
operated well with them. 

“For me and the provincial ad-
ministration alike, [we] have never 
restricted the activities. In the past, 
they have always made it easier for 
CSOs and the UN to carry out their 
activities,” he said.

Lou said his province had always 
welcomed CSOs, and even when hu-
man rights representatives visited to 
conduct research into land disputes 
in Prasat Balang district’s Doung com-
mune, provincial authorities made it 
easier for them to do their work.

Similarly, Preah Sihanouk Pro-
vincial Hall spokesperson Kheang 
Phearum said on Tuesday that he 
didn’t recall a time when a CSO was 
obstructed in his province.

The authorities could have ob-
structed them from entering unsafe 
places or bar them from entering 
places with land encroachment is-
sues. But in general, he did not know 
of any obstructions.

Ministry of Justice spokesman Chin 
Malin said that a report by the special 
rapporteur is a compilation of events.

No one consulted with relevant sides, 
including authorities and police, Malin 
said. Those who compiled the docu-
ment had only spoken with CSOs which 
claimed to have encountered issues.

“They didn’t study why police 
took measures against all the CSOs, 

whether all the CSOs followed their 
duties or professional ethics or 
breached administrative formalities. 
Sometimes, their activities are in 
violation of the law in force in Cam-
bodia, especially the Law on Associa-
tions and NGOs [Lango],” he said.

Concerning the report’s conclu-
sion being made without having 
met with the relevant sides, he said 
it did not correspond to the actual 
situation and is biased.

Ministry of Interior spokesman 
Phat Sophanith said on Tuesday that 
in principle, both the government 
and the ministry had always encour-
aged organisations that carried out 
legal activities in Cambodia to par-
ticipate in developing the country.

He said the ministry had also en-
couraged the creation of partner-
ships with CSOs and a spirit of work-
ing honestly with each other.

In the past, Sophanith said, the 
government had set up mechanisms 
to discuss and address concerns ex-
pressed by CSOs, including holding a 
partnership forum every six months.

The government had also met to 
discuss proposals and requests for 
amending certain articles of Lango.  
This indicates the good intentions of 
the government concerning CSOs, he 
said, adding that the government has 
never considered enemies of any side.

If police, with or without ill intent, 
negatively affected legal NGOs, So-
phanith said they did not represent the 
will of the government or the ministry.

“We always try to instruct local au-
thorities to execute their roles and du-
ties legally. Police presence is just to 
ensure peace and public order in their 
localities. Their presence is not to in-
timidate any side and there is nothing 
to worry about if NGOs or CSOs don’t 
do anything illegal,” he said.

However, Soeng Sen Karuna, the se-
nior investigator for rights group Ad-
hoc, said there used to be restrictions on 
freedom of assembly, education in the 
field of human rights and democracy.

Police monitored people, photo-
graphed name lists, took pictures and 
questioned participants after the 2017 
commune and district elections.

He said most of the restrictions were 
imposed on organisations that worked 
on human rights and democracy.

But recently, he said the restrictions 
had decreased as the Ministry of Inte-
rior intervened. 

Survey: Security a concern for 80% of city dwellers

Sokhonn to talk Covid with UK 

Gov’t commits to HIV goals

NAA chair Ieng Mouly said the Fifth National Strategic Plan was designed with a vision 
to end HIV/AIDS by 2025. FRESH NEWS

Minister of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation Prak Sokhonn. FOREIGN MINISTRY

The paper said 80 per cent of survey participants confirmed that 
security was one of the most important attributes they looked into 
when purchasing a home. URBANLAND

‘We instruct local authorities to 
execute their roles, duties legally’



Pursat man 
jailed for rape 
of 59-year-old
fellow villager

PURSAT Provincial Court 
Investigating Judge Yin 
Saroeun on Tuesday sent 

a man to the provincial prison on 
charges of rape under Article 239 
of the Criminal Code, said spokes-
man Heng Donin. The victim is a 
59-year-old woman.

Anti-human trafficking and juve-
nile protection chief at the provincial 
police station Pol Chamroeun told 
The Post on Tuesday that authori-
ties had sent the suspect, 25-year-
old Hean Diel, to the provincial court 
on Tuesday morning after he was 
arrested the previous day.

Chamroeun said Diel confessed to 
raping the woman who lives in the 
same village as him.

Phnom Kravanh district police 
chief Vong Saveth told The Post on 
Tuesday that Diel lived in Kampong 
Khtum village in Phnom Kravanh 
district’s Bak Chinhchien commune. 

According to Saveth, the incident 
occurred at around 7:30pm on 
Sunday during a rainstorm. When 
the victim attempted to lock her 
kitchen door, Diel grabbed her and 
forced her to a pond 60m away, 
where he raped her before fleeing 
to his house. 

Police arrested the suspect at 
6:20am the following morning after 
the victim’s family filed a complaint.

“The suspect was hiding in his 
house. He told his wife to get out 
and locked himself in. When police 
arrived, the wife told him to open 
the door or the police will force it 
open,” Saveth said. Orm BunthOeurn
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tHe Court of Appeal on tues-
day reheard a drug case after 
the supreme Court sent it 
back with instructions to ex-
amine the convictions of two 
defendants sentenced to 30 
and 20 years in prison.

presiding Judge plang sam-
nang read the record in front 
of the accused in the court-
room on tuesday. they are 
sen Dayusa and Yong Chan 
Huyyong, a 38-year-old Viet-
namese man. 

“the supreme Court ordered 

the Court of Appeal to review 
the evidence because Huyyong 
accused Dayusa of selling drugs 
but there is no evidence to sup-
port that claim,” the judge said.

Dayusa told the Court of Ap-
peal that he knew Huyyong be-
cause he bought drugs from him. 
“I admit that I used drugs but did 
not participate in drug produc-
tion or sales,” Dayusa said.

separately,  Huyyong told the 
same court that Dayusa did 
not conspire with him in the 
drug case but he (Huyyong) 
was angry with Dayusa for 
naming him to the police.

prosecutor pen sarath said 
that since the case was hand-
ed down from the supreme 
Court, he leaves it to the pan-
el of five judges to decide.

Dayusa’s lawyer Nou Chan-
tha said his client was only 
using drugs he bought from 
Huyyong. “so I ask the court 
to release him,” he said.

According to the Court of 
Appeal record, russey Keo 
district police arrested Day-
usa on December 4, 2016, at 
around 3am and confiscated 
two packages of drugs while 
he was riding a motorbike 
along the street.

Dayusa told police the two 
packages of methamphet-
amine were bought from 
Huyyong. so the police ar-
rested Huyyong in Chamroe-
un phal 1 village, meanchey 
district’s boeung tompun 
commune, phnom penh.

 police found a large store of 
drugs, including 14 bottles of 
methanol, two large packages 
of white powder, three bags 
of pills, methamphetamine, 
a drug scale and some drug 
smoking pipes.

 the phnom penh munici-
pal Court sentenced the men 
to 30 years in June 2017.

the defendants appealed. 
the Court of Appeal upheld the 
verdicts but reduced Dayusa’s 
sentence from 30 years to 20.

 presiding Judge plang sam-
nang said a ruling will be an-
nounced on October 19.

Soth Koemsoeun

KAmbOL district police ar-
rested 12 men on charges of 
robbing motorcyclists of their 
machines and other valu-
ables and sent the suspects to 
the phnom penh municipal 
Court on monday.

the road bandits were 
working along National road 
3 from tasom market, in 
takeo province, and National 
road 4 from Kampong speu 
province to phnom penh.

the men would surround un-
suspecting riders and brandish 
weapons to make them pull 
over. the victims would then be 
relieved of their phones, money, 

motorbikes and other property.
Kambol district police chief 

Hang mony said on tuesday the 
12 men are being questioned.

“based on complaints 
from victims, our authorities 
worked on the case since last 
week and five motorbikes used 
in the robberies were retrieved. 
We have finished questioning 
some of them, but not all. We 
are investigating to arrest three 
more people,” he said.

The Post could not contact 
deputy prosecutor and phnom 
penh municipal Court spokes-
man Kuch Kimlong for more 
information on tuesday. 

A report from the Kambol 
district police office named 

the suspects as Dy sovannara, 
18; ret sovannara, 24; ton so-
phearith, 20; Long panha, 23; 
mao sovannara,18; Dara Vy, 
20; Leng Kimluy, 18; savuth 
pisey, 18; Noy sovann, 21; Noy 
samnang, 20; Chhun socheat, 
22, and Long Vanndavith, 23. 

the police operation was 
led by Kambol district police 
chief Hang mony and Kambol 
deputy district police chief 
Chhim savuth. 

there was cooperation from 
officers in the phnom penh 
Criminal Investigations De-
partment and district police 
in Kandal, Kampong speu and 
the battambang border check-
point, the report said.

Court of Appeal takes a 
second look at drug case 

Highway robbery: police arrest 
12 for brazen motorbike attacks

municipal officials unable to 
intervene in private lake dispute
Long Kimmarita

p
HNOm penh mu-
nicipal governor 
Khuong sreng said 
he has no legal 

grounds to intervene in a 
plan by Chip mong Land to 
fill more than 10ha of the 
lake in the Grand phnom 
penh satellite City because 
it is not public property. 

sreng was responding to a 
petition filed by 140 people 
at the phnom penh munici-
pal Hall, the ministry of en-
vironment and the ministry 
of Land management, Urban 
planning and Construction.

Chip mong Land bought the 
land from YLp Ciputra Group 
and promised to keep the lake 
in line with the master plan.

sreng wrote in a septem-
ber 28 letter that the lake is 
private property with a title 
deed registered at the phnom 
penh municipal Department 
of Land management.

“Any phnom penh munici-
pal administration’s inter-
vention to stop the filling of 
the pond will violate Articles 
85 and 86 of the Land Law. 
so, the phnom penh munic-
ipal administration cannot 
stop it,” the letter read.

Acleda bank plc president 
and group managing direc-
tor In Channy, who is repre-
senting the 140 people told 

The Post on tuesday that they 
have stopped the protests.

“the phnom penh munici-
pal Hall issued a notification 
and we stopped the protests 
because we have to follow 
[the letter],” he said.

the joint petition said 
people living in the com-
munity in the Grand phnom 
penh satellite City bought 

houses based on the master 
plan which contains a lake, a 
golf course and a large park.

the petition said the hous-
es at the edge of the lake are 
very expensive.

Chip mong Land could 
not be reached for comment 
on tuesday. According to 
the petition, the company 
announced that the lake will 

be filled to establish a new 
housing project.

the company said the reser-
voir will be changed to a park 
with trees and a playground.

YLp Ciputra Group sold all 
operations and properties in 
the city to Chip mong Land 
in 2019.

A business and property 
lawyer who asked not to be 

named said he could not com-
ment in-depth on the dispute. 

but if anything is not stat-
ed clearly in the contract, 
the owner can change the 
project, he said.

He said there are many lies 
and buyers face risks. but be-
cause Cambodia lacks a law 
on false advertising, the lies 
continue, the lawyer said. 

Home buyers have protested a community developer’s plan to fill in their 10ha lake in Phnom Penh. supplied

The road bandits robbed motorists along National Roads 3 and 4. pOlice

Suspect sentenced to 30 years in this 2016 drug haul. supplied



Khouth Sophak Chakrya

T
HE Ministry of Water 
Resources and Me-
teorology warned 
again of rain-in-

duced floods that might 
happen this weekend in low-
lying areas close to water-
ways, the foot of mountains 
and highlands that are prone 
to containing rainwater.

The ministry is advising citi-
zens who live in rain-prone ar-
eas to be careful of the dangers.

A ministry alert released 
on Tuesday announced that 
from September 30 to Octo-
ber 6, a low-pressure system 
from the South China Sea 
will cross Cambodia.

The situation will bring 
medium-to-heavy rain in 
the country which could 
cause flooding in the north. 
Coastal areas will experi-
ence huge waves and pow-
erful rainstorms.

The ministry advised citi-
zens to prepare in advance 
to avoid dangers from floods 
and rainstorms.

The warning said people 
should monitor the water lev-
els of streams, rivers and tribu-
taries near their communities. 

Banteay Meanchey prov-
ince’s O’Chrov district deputy 
police chief Ses Vibol told The 
Post on Tuesday that stream 
waters bordering Thailand 
have risen again, flooding 

O’Beichoan village. Water 
from a recent storm just re-
ceded three days ago, he said.

“The rain has started to 
fall again, but it is just a driz-
zle. Water likely flowed from 
streams above,” Vibol said.

He said O’Chrov district au-
thorities recently evacuated 
190 families to higher ground. 
More than 60 families have 
yet to return to their homes.

Mongkol Borei district 
governor Roth Da Sinong 
said a river in his district has 
risen but hasn’t overflowed 
its banks although some rice 
fields were flooded.

Da Sinong recently led of-
ficials and soldiers to harvest 
rice for residents in Rahat 

Teuk commune.
“For now, farmers are busy 

growing rice in the rainy sea-
son for the second stage. Until 
now, they have grown rice on 
10,000ha which is more than 
the planned 4,000ha,” he said.

National Committee 
for Disaster Management 
spokesman Khun Sokha said 
farmers should prepare wa-
ter storage systems to hold 
water in the dry season.

“For now, scattered rain 
showers have fallen across 
the country. But the waters 
in some rivers and lakes have 
not risen. So, we should be 
prepared to store rainwater 
to be used in times of short-
age,” he said.

National
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Khorn Savi

THE Ministry of Tourism is en-
couraging tourism departments 
in phnom penh and all prov-
inces to celebrate World Tour-
ism Day under the “tourism and 
development” banner.

Departments are expected to 
prepare announcements and 
logos to display at State institu-
tions, tourism businesses, re-
sorts, schools, public spaces and 
on main roads.

Monday’s letter from the min-
istry said there must be partici-
pation from provincial leaders, 
teachers, students and people 
who work in the tourism sector. 

The celebration is meant to 
raise awareness of the role the 
tourism sector plays in develop-
ing the economy.

On September 24, the Interna-
tional Labour Organisation ILO) 
estimated that 495 million peo-
ple have lost jobs in the tourism 
sector and 300 million are at risk 
of being unemployed due to the 
ongoing effects of Covid-19.

The tourism sector in Cam-
bodia employed 630,000 people 
and hundreds of thousands of 
indirect workers in 2019.

The ministry reported that 
about 3,000 hotels, guesthouses, 
restaurants, massage and kara-
oke parlours, spas, entertain-
ment clubs, and travel compa-
nies were closed, affecting about 
45,405 people.

The ministry calculates Cam-
bodia may lose about $3 billion in 
revenue this year due to a dramatic 

drop in international tourists.
The government has encour-

aged local tourism since August by 
allowing holidays like Khmer New 
Year and the pchum Ben festival.

During the New Year celebra-
tions, 1.5 million people trav-
elled and brought about $100 
million to local economies.

In a letter on Monday, prime 
Minister Hun Sen wrote that 
the Covid-19 crisis had changed 
holiday patterns and encour-
aged people to travel to rural 
areas and enjoy more of eco-
tourism and natural places. 

He encouraged tourism au-
thorities to pay more attention 
to rural areas that demonstrate 
the values of culture and tradi-
tion and make products for local 
and international tourists.

Kampot provincial Department 
of Tourism director Soy Sinol told 
The Post on Tuesday that he will 
celebrate World Tourism Day in 
the first week of October at the 
phnom Kampong Trach resort in 
Kampong Trach district. 

He said it has breathtaking 
caves and used to be the setting 
for movies.

“Our title is Tourism and Ru-
ral Development. We want to 
support tourism in these areas. 
people who participate will take 
pictures of the view and post to 
Facebook,” he said.

preah Vihear provincial De-
partment of Tourism director 
Kong Vibol said his department 
will celebrate World Tourism 
Day on October 2 at the Tumnub 
95 resort in preah Vihear.

Departments gear up 
for World Tourism Day

Floods, heavy rains coming

A low-pressure system from the 
South China Sea is expected to bring 
medium-to-heavy rain in the country 
which could cause flooding in the 
north. water resources ministry
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Orm Bunthoeurn

tbONG Khmum provincial 
police are searching for sus-
pects who attacked four re-
porters and damaged two 
cars on sunday. One of the 
reporters sustained injuries.

provincial police chief pen 
roth told The Post on tuesday 
that police officers are cur-
rently investigating the crime 
and cannot disclose details of 
the case other than that the 
victims came from outside 
tbong Khmum.

“they followed one another 
from snuol district in Kratie. 
they are not people [from] 
this province. there are four 
of them, but only two filed the 
complaint,” he said. 

memot district police chief 
Hong Kim Hoeun told The 
Post on tuesday that police 
cannot release any names as 
they do not wish to tip off po-
tential suspects.

the victims who filed the 
complaint are ren samnang, 
from pmN.tV.online, and teng 
Norin, from the esan post.

samnang told The Post on 
tuesday that while his team was 
travelling from snuol district 
to phnom penh, they became 
tired and took a break nearby 
the boeung Chrong border 
checkpoint with Vietnam.

the reporters slept in two sep-
arate cars until about 12:30am, 
at which point samnang woke 
to the sound of someone bash-
ing his car mirror.

the reporters were surround-

ed by five to six people and a 
white ssangyong sUV without 
a plate number. the attackers 
had an axe, a stick and ham-
mer, which they used to hit the 
two cars. One of the attackers 
also hit samnang, he said.

“they hit my car and hit me 
too. I drove the car for about 
1km to escape from them, but 
they followed me in their sUV 
and tried to force me off of the 
street. It was not successful and 
their car went off the road. I was 
then able to escape,” he said.

samnang said there were 
four victims in the incident. 
Only he sustained an injury. 
After hitting his car mirror, 
the suspects used a small tree 
stump to hit him on the left 
side of his ribs and his hand.

“my car sustained about 
60 per cent damage. Another 
car had ran Con, a reporter 
from esan post and mouk 
saren, from empire News as a 
passenger. their front [wind-
shield], left and right mirrors 
were broken,” he said.

police on watch for mob 
that assaulted reportersrOK, mekong nations to up ties

Niem Chheng

m
INIster of For-
eign Affairs and 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Cooperation prak 

sokhonn welcomed a propos-
al to raise the level of the 
mekong-republic of Korea 
(rOK) cooperation to a strate-
gic partnership – a request that 
was first proposed by Kang 
Kyung-wha, that country’s 
minister of Foreign Affairs.

the mekong side of the 
partnership represents the 
five mekong river nations – 
Cambodia, Vietnam, myan-
mar, Laos, and thailand.

sokhonn’s remarks were 
made during the 10th me-
kong-rOK foreign ministers’ 
meeting held via video con-
ference on monday.

“During the video confer-
ence, sokhonn expressed Cam-
bodia’s warm welcome and full 
support for the rOK’s proposal 
to raise the level of the mekong-
rOK cooperation to the level of 
a strategic partnership which 
is in line with samdech Akka 
moha sena padei techo [prime 
minister] Hun sen’s previous 
initiative to upgrade the mech-
anism of the meeting to a sum-
mit level,” the ministry said.

sokhonn said there was 
clear merit in appreciating 
the rOK’s commitment to 
contribute to and focus on 
the mekong region’s develop-
ment. He said the rOK also 
has a commitment to con-
tribute to the realisation of 

the AseAN community. 
“As far as the long-term sus-

tainability of our cooperation 
framework is concerned, I am 
of the view that development 
assistance is only one side of 
the story.

“the resilience of our na-
tions, especially in the post-
Covid-19 economic recovery 
period, will reside in the ability 
of our respective governments 
to stimulate our economies 
through trade, investment 
and tourism,” he said.

the deputy prime minister also 
expressed his gratitude for the 

humanitarian assistance pro-
vided by the rOK to Cambodia. 
the assistance included medi-
cal kits to fight against Covid-
19 and was worth $300,000, the 
ministry said.

the mekong-rOK coopera-
tion started in 2010, focusing 
on six priority areas which 
include infrastructure, in-
formation technology and 
telecommunication, green 
growth, water resources de-
velopment, agriculture, rural 
development, and human 
resources development, said 
the ministry’s website.

Kin phea, the director of the 
International relations Insti-
tute at the royal Academy of 
Cambodia said on tuesday 
that top-level leaders will de-
cide when and if the mekong-
rOK partnership is upgraded 
to a strategic one. Currently, 
the cooperation summit is only 
held for foreign ministers.

He said as the rOK is imple-
menting its new southern 
policy, looking toward AseAN 
and India, it is an opportunity 
for mekong countries to gain 
greater benefits by cooperat-
ing with it.

Cambodian foreign minister Prak Sokhonn (bottom centre) said there was clear merit in appreciating the 
ROK’s commitment to contribute to and focus on the Mekong region’s development. FOREIGN MINISTRY

The suspects attacked four 
reporters and damaged two cars. 
SUPPLIED

Forest watchdog pLCN named 
eU Green Week award finalist
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

tHe prey Lang Community 
Network (pLCN) has been 
shortlisted by the sDG tech 
Awards (Denmark) jury as one 
of five finalists to win the eU 
Green Week category.

pLCN project Officer Nou 
Narith told The Post on tues-
day that the sDG tech Awards 
sent a congratulatory message 
to pLCN. 

sDG tech Awards wrote: “We 
have determined ‘prey Lang – 
It’s Our Forest too’ to be one of 
five finalists in the eU Green 
Week category. there were 
over 500 nominees with inspir-
ing solutions, so you can be 
proud that your hard work and 
efforts are being recognised 
from among hundreds of oth-
er inspiring solutions.”

Narith said the pLCN team 
has a strong sense of respon-
sibility for the protection and 
conservation of natural 
resources and the environ-
ment in Cambodia.

Natasha Friis saxberg, vice-
president of the Foundation 
for social responsibility and a 
member of the sDG tech 
Awards Jury panel, told The 
Post that pLCN has been 
selected as one of the finalists 
for the eU Green Awards 2020. 
the winner will be announced 
on October 22 in Denmark. 

she said pLCN will receive 
another award in the near future 
– the fifth award the commu-
nity has received since 2012.

pLCN won the “National 
energy Globe Award 2019” from 
the World energy Organisation 
last year for its efforts to protect 
forests and the environment.

And it received the “Innova-
tion prize” from the Internation-
al society for tropical Foresters 
in 2017 and the UNDp equator 
Initiative prize in 2015.

the first award pLCN received 
was the Alexander soros Foun-
dation Award in 2012.

pLCN is a network of local 
community members working 
to restore prey Lang from illegal 
logging and is active in patrolling 
the forest to prevent crimes.

the network works at the 
intersection of good govern-
ance for natural resources, 
peace-building and human 
rights-based approaches, and 
the use of new information 
and communication technolo-
gies, said pLCN.

the government, however, 
has banned it from patrols and 
accused the group of not being 
properly registered and exist-
ing only to criticise the efforts 
of government officials.

ministry of environment 
spokesman Neth pheaktra said 
on tuesday that he doesn’t 
applaud the news.

He said it encourages politi-
cal activists to take refuge 
under the banner of environ-
mental and forest activism to 
evade the rule of law.

pheaktra said pLCN should be 
open-minded and acknowledge 
the sacrifices of ministry rangers 
and community members who 
respect the law and are involved 
in similar activities.

“protecting and conserving 
natural resources, forests and 
wildlife is not just about one 
group, but the common task 
of us all,” pheaktra said.

PLCN is a network of local community members working to restore 
Prey Lang from illegal logging and is active in patrolling the forest to 
prevent crimes. HENG CHIVOAN



Thou Vireak

T
HE World Bank has revised its 
2020 growth forecast for Cam-
bodia to -2.0 per cent as its 
main growth drivers – construc-

tion, tourism, and merchandise exports 
– continue to be affected by the Covid-19 
pandemic, the economic update said.

The latest growth forecast revises a May 
report that set the figures at between -1 
and -2.9 per cent, the World Bank said.

The report noted government fiscal in-
tervention is unprecedented, amounting 
to five per cent of gross domestic product 
(GDP). The World Bank noted that au-
thorities must prepare an effective post-
Covid-19 economic recovery plan. 

The pandemic has severely hit Cam-
bodia’s key growth drivers in 2020, which 
had contributed more than 70 per cent 
of growth and 39 per cent of total em-
ployment in 2019.

Covid-19 has effectively stalled the con-
struction and real estate boom that relies 
heavily on foreign investment.

Steel and cement imports in the first 
six months of 2020 contracted by 45.1 
per cent and 8.2 per cent year-on-year 
respectively, as some of the large devel-
opment projects were put on hold.

Due to travel restrictions and lock-
downs, Cambodia’s tourism and hospi-
tality sector have collapsed. International 
arrivals fell by 64.5 per cent in the first six 
months of 2020.

The global demand shock has signifi-
cantly weakened Cambodia’s manufac-
turing export sector.

Exports of garment, travel goods and 
footwear products fell by 7.2 per cent 
during the first six months of 2020 while 
imports of raw materials used in the in-
dustry sank 85.4 per cent.

Imports eased significantly, reflecting 
shrinking domestic demand, according 

to the World Bank. As of the decline in 
exports more than offset imports, the 
current account deficit has widened and 
is projected to reach 12.8 per cent of GDP 
in 2020 – up from 10 per cent in 2019.

Gross national reserves are projected 
to remain at $19 billion in 2020 or seven 
months of imports.

Aaditya Mattoo, chief economist for East 
Asia and the Pacific at the World Bank, said 
many East Asia and Pacific countries have 
been successful in containing the disease 
and providing relief, but they will struggle 
to recover and grow.

“The priorities now should be safe school-
ing to preserve human capital, widening 
narrow tax bases to avoid cuts in public in-
vestment, and the reform of protected ser-
vice sectors to take advantage of emerging 
digital opportunities,” Mattoo said.

He said the government must be pre-

pared for a post-Covid-19 economic re-
covery. Close attention must now focus 
on potential regional investment and 
trade expansion arising from the Cambo-
dia-China Free Trade Agreement.

“There is an urgent need to generate ad-
ditional domestic value and more jobs. 
Strengthening domestic demand, protect-
ing consumer purchasing power amid ex-
ternal shocks of public health and/or nat-
ural disaster is the way to move forward.

“It is imperative to continue monitor-
ing vulnerabilities arising from a pro-
longed construction and property boom 
and the increase of credit provided to 
the construction and real estate sectors,” 
said the World Bank report. 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) re-
vised its 2020 growth forecast for Cambodia 
last week to -4 per cent from an earlier pro-
jection of -5.5 per cent.
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Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 17,400 17,500 17,500 17,320

2 GTI 3,300 - 3,300 3,300

3 PAS 13,980 14,300 14,300 13,960

4 PEPC 3,290 3,180 3,290 3,180

5 PPAP 11,660 11,500 11,660 11,500

6 PPSP 2,280 2,280 2,280 2,250

7 PWSA 6,100 6,100 6,100 6,080

Date: September 29, 2020

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,107 1.3361 6.8174 105.61 4.1565 1.3702 31.64 0.7117 1.1691 1.2867

Thou Vireak 

THE Council for the Devel-
opment of Cambodia (CDC) 
has approved 10 projects this 
month as of Tuesday with a to-
tal capital investment of $34.52 
million and which are expected 
to create more than 6,000 jobs.

The CDC said it issued fi-
nal registration certificates for 
Global Asia Apparel (Cambodia) 
Co Ltd and Sinodex Garment 
(Cambodia) Co Ltd’s garment 
factories worth $3 million each.

It also issued certificates for 
Good Plus (Cambodia) Manu-

facture Co Ltd’s $2.7 million 
garment and face mask facto-
ry, GCH International Trade Co 
Ltd’s $3.2 million bag factory 
and Logwood Apparel Co Ltd’s 
$2.7 million garment factory 
which will specialise in medi-
cal apparel and face masks.

Other projects include Biao 
Xin Sheng Packaging and 
Printing Co Ltd’s $1 million 
bicycle sticker, offset print-
ing and packaging material 
plant, Leadone International 
Co Ltd’s $2.8 million plastic 
and artificial leather factory.

Also approved were New 

Phoenix Development Indus-
try Co Ltd’s $9 million light 
bulb and lamp parts manufac-
turing plant, Simple Packing 
Products Co Ltd’s $2.12 mil-
lion cardboard and packag-
ing materials factory, and Jin 
Xinsheng (Cambodia) Co Ltd’s 
$5 million offset printing, ad-
hesive tape and thread plant.

World Bank senior econo-
mist Sodeth Ly told a news 
conference for its economic 
update that foreign invest-
ment in the Kingdom appears 
to be turning away from tex-
tiles and garments and get-

ting into position to capitalise 
on the benefits of the Cambo-
dia-China bilateral free trade 
agreement from next year.

“I have observed that foreign 
direct investment does not 
seem to be focused much on 
the construction sector during 
the Covid-19 epidemic, shifting 
to the non-garment industry.

“We need to further diver-
sify the logistics, transport, 
infrastructure and electricity 
sectors to keep our produc-
tion costs low, competitive 
and attractive to foreign in-
vestors,” he said.

CDC okays 10 projects worth $34M this month

Ministry, Makro 
ink MoU to shore 
up agro products
May Kunmakara

THE Ministry of Commerce and 
Thailand’s Makro Cambodia 
signed a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) on Monday 
on the development of value 
chains to supply the retailer with 
agro-commercial products.

The deal is part of the Accel-
erating Inclusive Markets for 
Smallholders (Aims) project.

The MoU is designed to 
promote the sale of Aims 
project products to custom-
ers in Cambodia.

The ministry’s permanent sec-
retary of state Kem Sithan said 
at the signing ceremony that 
the current Covid-19 situation 
has had a serious impact on the 
economy, society and livelihood 
of people around the world.

He said Cambodia has tak-
en many effective measures 
to solve the problem.

They include the Prime Min-
ister’s recommendation that 
farmers strive to cultivate and 
promote agricultural produc-
tion, including animal hus-
bandry, rice production and 
planting other crops to increase 
supply and meet local demand.

The plan is to create new mar-
kets for farmers and potential 
opportunities for agro-produc-
tion, in which the Aims project 
plays an important role.

“The Aims project and Mak-
ro Cambodia agreed to sign 
this MoU because we have 
common goals,” he said.

Sithan said those goals in-
clude establishing coopera-
tion to promote Cambodian 
products through partner-
ships, identifying opportuni-
ties for collaborative activities 
and programmes of mutual 
benefit, creating defined col-

laborative opportunities.
He said the goals are aimed 

at ensuring benefits and key 
business models for each par-
ty while addressing challeng-
es and sustainability in the 
context of agro-commercial 
production, local processing 
products, local SME products 
and marketing issues.

“This MoU is the starting point 
of cooperation between the two 
sides. In the next strategic steps, 
the two sides need to expand 
cooperation and the scope of 
implementation to create jobs, 
increase incomes for people and 
contribute to the development 
of small and medium-sized en-
terprises,” he said.

Aims is a joint project be-
tween the government and 
the International Fund for Ag-
ricultural Development (Ifad).

The project is led by the 
Ministry of Commerce to pro-
mote the prosperity of small 
farmers in Cambodia by in-
creasing profits and linking 
markets in 18 provinces. The 
value chains include vegeta-
bles, free-range poultry, rice, 
cassava and raw silk.

The Aims project working 
group at the Northwest Zone Of-
fice in Siem reap province has 
facilitated cooperation between 
the farmers who grow safe vege-
tables and raise free-range poul-
try with Makro Cambodia. 

Makro in Siem reap prov-
ince bought 4,320kg of vege-
tables from the Aims project’s 
farmers and 156kgs of free-
range poultry.

Makro Cambodia in Phnom 
Penh has purchased vegeta-
bles from farmers in the east 
and northeast, particularly 
from farmers in Kampong 
Cham province.

Makro Cambodia in Phnom Penh has purchased vegetables from 
farmers in the Kingdom’s east and northeast. MAKRO

World Bank revises Cambodia 
growth forecast to -2 per cent

The World Bank’s latest growth forecast for the Kingdom revises a May report that set the 
figures at between -1 and -2.9 per cent. MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT
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CHINese internet giant sina 
Corp, the parent company of 
the country’s vast twitter-like 
Weibo platform, plans to del-
ist its Us shares and go private, 
making it the latest mainland 
firm to withdraw from Wall 
street as relations between 
beijing and Washington sour.

sina will cease trading on 
the tech-rich Nasdaq ex-
change – where it has traded 
since 2000 – after its board 
agreed to a merger with a 
group run by its CeO that val-
ues the firm at $2.59 billion.

the move comes as a grow-
ing number of Chinese com-
panies have delisted from 
the Us or opted for second-
ary, domestic listings as the 
world’s two superpowers butt 
heads over a number of issues 
including technology, Hong 
Kong and the virus.

the Us is considering plans 
to impose stricter rules on 
firms listed in the country to 
open up their audit papers to 
Us accountants, which could 
lead to Chinese companies 
forced out. 

that could push them to-
wards Hong Kong or shanghai.

e-commerce giants Alibaba 
and JD.com, which are traded 
in New York, have already 

launched huge offerings in 
Hong Kong in the past year, 
while Alibaba’s financial arm 
is planning a mega dual ini-
tial public offering (IpO) in 
the two cities.

China’s leading chipmaker 
smIC, meanwhile, delisted 
in June. this week the Us 
slapped new export restric-
tions on the beleaguered 
manufacturer, battering its 
Hong Kong stocks.

Us president Donald 
trump has already limited 
the amount of business Us 
firms can do with telecoms 
titan Huawei, while he has in-
sisted that the Chinese parent 
company of popular video 
app tiktok sell its Us opera-
tions to a Us company, citing 
security concerns.

the sina agreement will 
see it merge with New Wave 
mmXV Ltd, a Cayman Islands-
registered company con-
trolled by sina CeO Charles 
Chao, according to a state-
ment posted on monday.

the deal sees New Wave pay 
$43.30 per share, an improve-
ment on the $41 offered in June.

the merger is expected to 
close during the first quarter 
of next year, the company 
said. AFP

Weibo parent sina 
set to delist Nasdaq 
stocks in $2.6b deal

New decree extends VN market rally
VIetNAmese shares rebounded on mon-
day as market sentiment remained posi-
tive, following a new decree released last 
week to cut tax for virus-hit businesses.

the benchmark VN-Index on the Ho Chi 
minh stock exchange (Hose) was up 0.47 
per cent to 912.50 points, bouncing back 
from a two-day decline of 0.46 per cent.

the VN-Index gained a total of 0.81 per 
cent last week.

prime minister Nguyen Xuan phuc on 
Friday officially issued Decree 114/2020/
ND-Cp to cut income tax for businesses 
that report total revenue of less than 200 
billion dong ($8.6 million) this year.

such information helped lifted inves-
tors’ confidence in local stocks.

Large-cap tracker VN30-Index rose 
1.01 per cent to 863.31 points with 16 of 
the 30 largest stocks by market value and 
trading liquidity rising.

the mid-cap and small-cap trackers 
on Hose on monday increased by 0.79 
per cent and 0.67 per cent, respectively.

banks, securities companies and re-
tailers were the driving factor of the 
stock market on monday.

the three sector indices rose 1.2 per 
cent, 2.2 per cent and 2.4 per cent, re-
spectively, according to vietstock.vn.

Large-cap stocks in the three industries 
all grew, such as retail firm mobile World 
Investment (mWG), Vietinbank (CtG), 
Vpbank (Vpb), techcombank (tCb), 
ssI securities (ssI), HCm City securities 
(HCm) and VNDirect securities (VND).

In the banking sector, sacombank 
(stb) jumped 3.8 per cent on monday 
and the stock was also the most active 
on the southern bourse with nearly 29 
million shares being traded.

sacombank shares have soared total 

36.6 per cent since July 31 on specula-
tions that truong Hai Auto Corporation 
(thaco) will soon buy the bank’s stake.

though the two sides have denied such 
information, investors still hope that the 
deal will be realised someday, thus ex-
tending the bank’s stock rally, according 
to Vietinbank securities Co analysis di-
rector Dao tuan trung.

On the negative side, foreign investors 
remained net sellers. they sold a net val-
ue of nearly 390 billion dong, up nearly 
191 per cent from Friday’s figure.

thanh Cong securities Co (tCsC) said 
in its daily report: “Domestic purchasing 

power is backing up the market against 
the strong, prolonged net-selling by for-
eign investors.

“that proves investors are highly expect-
ing the market will keep increasing in the 
near future . . . the VN-Index may quickly 
touch 920-930 points in the coming days.”

On the Hanoi stock exchange, the 
HNX-Index advanced 1.22 per cent to 
133.12 points on monday.

the northern market index gained a 
total of nearly 1.8 per cent last week.

Nearly 480 million shares were traded 
on the two exchanges, worth 8.06 trillion 
dong. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The benchmark VN-Index on the Ho Chi Minh Stock Exchange (HoSE) was up 0.47 per cent to 
912.50 points on Monday, bouncing back from a two-day decline of 0.46 per cent. 
TINNhANhchuNgKhOAN.VN/VIET NAM NEWS

Fifty-nine communities enter agri-contracting 
Mom Kunthear

F
IFtY-NINe communities on 
tuesday signed agricultural 
production contracts for 
agro-industrial crops and 

organic rice with four companies in 
a bid to boost production and secure 
export markets.

Witnessing the signing, minister 
of Agriculture Forestry and Fisheries 
Veng sakhon lauded the move as a 
model for such contracts, highlight-
ing the good cooperation between 
all relevant parties to ensure sus-
tainable agricultural supply, product 
quality and price guarantee, while 
establishing solidarity and trust.

the communities are based in 
takeo, Kampong speu, Kampot, 
Kampong Chhnang, mondulkiri, 
preah Vihear, banteay meanchey 
and siem reap provinces.

the signatory companies are 
Cambodian Agriculture Cooperative 
Corporation plc, Amru rice (Cam-
bodia) Co Ltd, signatures of Asia 
Co Ltd and bayon Heritage Holding 
Group Co Ltd.

that same day, Cambodia rice 
Federation president song saran 
said the contracts obliged the com-
munities to supply nearly 30,000 
tonnes of organic paddy, 26,000 
tonnes of organic cassava, 100 
tonnes of Kampong speu palm sug-
ar and 50 tonnes of pepper.

He said: “the contracts will great-
ly do their share in driving the rice 
trade in Cambodia, especially when 
it comes to organic rice.

“they underpin the policy to 
shore up the Kingdom’s rice exports, 
provide a forum for stakeholders in 
the agricultural sector – centred on 
rice – and will represent a model 
programme for rice millers, export-
ers and farming communities.”

Chhat Chhieng, 39, head of the 

romduol mlou prey Cheay Den farm-
ing community in Chheb district, 
preah Vihear province, told The Post 
that such contracts are a boon for 
communities looking to buy and sell.

He noted that in a first for his com-
munity, it signed an agricultural pro-
duction contract with Amru rice to 
supply them with 888 tonnes of pad-
dy in the upcoming monsoon-season 
crop and dry-season crop cycle.

“Normally without such a contract, 
we and the companies we deal with 
do not trust each other when it comes 
to the production, purchase and sale 
of our agricultural products. Only 
with the right contract can we instil a 
bit of confidence,” Chhieng said.

the community would previously 
sell their products via traders who feed 
off volatile price movements, he said, 
adding that the contract fixes the base 

prices and creates a sense of security.
sakhon noted the remarkable in-

creases in number of agricultural 
production contracts inked in the 
Kingdom, from 62 in 2017, to 90 in 
2018 and 498 last year.

the minister said the number of 
contracts had skyrocketed to 701 this 
year covering diverse products such 
as rice, cassava, pepper, palm sugar, 
vegetables, cashew nuts, corn, mung 

beans, free-range poultry and pigs.
“I hope that by the end of 2020, we 

will be able to get up to 1,000 con-
tracts for agricultural production, 
and with the headwinds we’re mak-
ing now, we’ll see tens of thousands 
or even a million contracts inked in 
the future, due to the large scope of 
our agricultural products, of which 
we are only expanding the poten-
tial,” sakhon said.

The number of agricultural production contracts has skyrocketed to 701 this year from 498 in the whole year 2019. hENg chIVOAN
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Korea fund ‘backs green, digital’
A 

plAnned 20 tril-
lion-won ($16.8 bil-
lion) fund tied to 
Korean new deal 

projects would funnel money 
into 197 items under 40 dif-
ferent green and digital areas, 
south Korea’s finance minis-
ter said on monday.

the fund – which will be fi-
nanced over the next five years 
– will be established “early next 
year” and invest in areas includ-
ing 5G, artificial intelligence, 
smart health care, renewable 
energy, robot technology and 
hydrogen vehicles, deputy 
prime minister and minister of 
economy and Finance Hong 
nam-ki told a meeting of econ-
omy-related ministers.

besides the 20 trillion won 

fund, dubbed the new deal 
policy Fund, two other funds 
– including a public fund that 
would provide tax benefits – 
related to the Korean new deal 
would be established as well.

the government said ear-
lier that the new deal policy 
Fund would consist of three 
trillion won in government 
investment, four trillion won 
in investment from state-run 
financial institutions and 13 
trillion won from private fi-
nancial firms and the public.

the fund’s guidelines are to 
be updated with the aid of offi-
cials and experts across indus-
tries and finance in november.

to attract private investors, 
the government plans to hold 
related briefings and presenta-

tions from next month. A special 
committee would be launched 
to assess projects viable for fi-
nancial support from the fund.

meanwhile, the minister 
added that he expected the 
south Korean economy to 
see improvement in the July-
september period from the 
previous quarter, but at a 
slower-than-expected pace 
due to the resurgence of the 
coronavirus in the country.

Asia’s fourth-largest economy 
contracted 3.2 per cent quarter-
on-quarter in the April-June 
period, with economic risks 
from the coronavirus weighing 
heavily on the country’s out-
bound shipments.

Hong pledged to bring about 
further economic growth in 

the fourth quarter through 
massive fiscal spending.

the bank of Korea last 
month slashed its 2020 eco-
nomic outlook to a sharper-
than-expected contraction of 
1.3 per cent, as the nation’s 
daily coronavirus cases had 
been in the triple digits for 
more than a month since 
mid-August due to clusters 
linked to a church in north-
ern seoul and a political rally.

the Korean new deal is an 
economic stimulus package 
announced by the moon Jae-
in administration that would 
invest 160 trillion won by 
2025, focusing on creating 1.9 
million jobs and invigorating 
the virus-hit economy. THE KO-

REA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

JApAn’s biggest mobile carri-
er ntt docomo will be taken 
over by its parent company, 
government-backed nippon 
telegraph & telephone, in a 
tender offer worth $40 billion, 
the two firms said on tuesday.

the move comes with do-
como and other Japanese tele-
coms firms under government 
pressure to cut the price of 
mobile phone services, and is 
expected to help the company 
boost investment in 5G tech.

“today we decided to make 
docomo a wholly owned com-
pany,” ntt CeO Jun sawada 
told reporters, adding that the 
move would boost the carrier’s 
“competitiveness and growth”.

ntt, which currently holds 
more than 60 per cent of ntt 
docomo’s shares, is propos-
ing a price of 3,900 yen ($37) 
per share to buy out the whole 
subsidiary, it said.

that represents a 40 per cent 
premium on monday’s closing 
price and values the purchase 
at around 4.25 trillion yen.

Japan’s new prime minister 
Yoshihide suga has repeatedly 
said the country’s mobile rates 
should be reduced, as they are 

relatively high compared to 
prices abroad.

by taking full control of the 
carrier, ntt may be able to 
push down prices quickly, 
and force competitors to fol-
low suit.

but the heads of both com-
panies denied that pressure 
over pricing was behind the 
deal.

sawada said: “We are not 
doing this because of cutting 
service fees.”

but, he added: “docomo will 
get stronger with the move, 
which would strengthen its fi-
nancial foundation and room 
to cut prices.”

docomo CeO Kazuhiro 
Yoshizawa said the move was 
about responding to a changing 
business environment, includ-
ing the coronavirus pandemic.

“the background of the move 
is that our market environment 
is facing a big change . . . and 
competition is intensifying.”

Competition in the telecoms 
market is also heating up with 
the advent of next-generation 
5G networks, which promise 
radically quicker transfers of 
data. AFP

A power development plan for 2021-
2030 with a vision to 2045 would 
not only meet electricity demand 
but also more importantly create a 
strong association between Vietnam 
and other countries in the region to-
wards a competitive power market.

deputy minister of Industry and 
trade Hoang Quoc Vuong made the 
statement at a conference held in 
Hanoi on monday.

He said the power development 
master plan 8 had basically been 
completed and would be submit-
ted to prime minister nguyen Xuan 
phuc for approval next month.

the country’s total power output 
is expected to increase by nearly 
80,000mW by 2030. large power 
sources such as coal, gas and lique-
fied natural gas (lnG) thermal power 
plants are expected to increase by over 
30,000mW, while onshore and off-
shore wind and solar power plants will 
expand by approximately 50,000mW.

Vuong said: “most of these sources 
are located far from central power 
centres. therefore, the development of 
transmission grids to carry the capac-
ity of these power sources raises many 
issues that need to be considered.

“research for the plan found that 
transmission patterns were likely to 
change, and instead of transmitting 
electricity from the north to the south 
as in the past, the direction would grad-
ually change in the opposite direction.”

He added that the harmonious devel-
opment of the transmission grid and the 
stable operation of the system needed 
to be carefully studied and considered.

the government has issued a pol-
icy regarding power imports from 
regional countries, and memoran-
dums of understanding have been 
signed between Vietnam and neigh-
bouring countries to increase im-
ports of electricity by 2030.

However, the process of importing 
electricity has not achieved the ex-
pected results, affecting connections.

Vuong said: “the issue has been 
carefully studied by the minister of 
Industry and trade to implement so-
lutions and realise the government’s 
grid connection policies in the power 
development master plan 8.”

nguyen manh Cuong, deputy head 
of electrical system development 
under the Institute of energy, said the 
power development master plan 7 had 

been implemented for nearly 10 years.
the implementation of the master 

plan had achieved many good results, 
basically meeting the load demand 
with an average annual growth rate of 
10.5 per cent, according to Cuong.

the electricity network operated 
stably, safely and reliably, meeting the 
needs of socio-economic develop-
ment and ensuring national security 
and defence, he said. the source struc-
ture was quite diversified, with active 
participation of private investors.

the electricity access index had 
made great progress, and from 2013-
2018 it improved by 129 steps, reach-
ing 27th position out of 190 econo-
mies last year and currently ranking 
fourth in AseAn. A wholesale elec-
tricity market was also in the process 

of development, he added.
“However, the power sector has 

faced many major challenges such 
as growing demand and an uneven 
development of power sources in 
different regions.

“In addition, the implementation 
of many large power projects, espe-
cially coal-fired thermal power proj-
ects, is still behind schedule.

“there has been rapid develop-
ment of renewable energy sources 
but the power grid has not kept up, 
leading to the fact that power in 
some places is not fully used.

“the electricity price mechanism 
has also failed to meet the require-
ments or attract investment. en-
vironmental protection still poses 
many challenges,” Cuong said.

In this context, power master plan 
8 is expected to provide comprehen-
sive solutions to address current bot-
tlenecks in electricity development.

the research showed that the load 
growth rate in 2021-2030 is forecast 
to remain high, about 8.6 per cent 
from 2021-2025 and 7.2 per cent 
from 2026-2030. power source de-
velopment has been thoroughly re-
searched, considered and analysed.

It showed that the scenario of op-
timal power source development is 
the one that meets the objectives 
set out in resolution no 55 towards 
becoming environmentally friendly 
and maximising the benefits of re-
newable energy sources.

the capacity of the whole system is 
expected to reach about 138,000mW 
by 2030 and 302,000mW by 2045, of 

which priority is given to the devel-
opment of renewable energy sourc-
es in accordance with the potential 
of each region to ensure safety.

Coal-fired thermal power will be re-
duced gradually, with an increase in 
gas thermal electricity to compensate.

However, the challenges that await 
power master plan 8 are also great. 
electricity demand is still growing at 
a high rate but primary energy sourc-
es are becoming increasingly scarce.

to ensure electricity supply by 
2030, Vietnam is expected to import 
about 1.2 million tonnes of lnG and 
35.1 million tonnes of coal per year 
by 2025, gradually increasing to 8.5 
million tonnes of lnG and 45 mil-
lion tonnes of coal by 2030.

these are big challenges to ensur-
ing electricity supply security.

the annual investment needed 
for the power and grid development 
programme will amount to about 
$13 billion for 2021-2030, while the 
increasing environmental require-
ments of international organisa-
tions in considering credit for power 
and grid development also pose 
many challenges to the successful 
implementation of the plan.

“to solve this problem, many 
mechanisms and policies have been 
proposed, including a bidding mech-
anism to select investors for power 
projects, and the socialisation of 
transmission grids to encourage all 
economic components to get involved 
in the investment and development 
of the electricity industry,” he added. 
VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Japan’s ntt to buy out 
mobile unit docomo

Vietnam’s master plan for a competitive power market

NTT currently holds more than 60 per cent of NTT Docomo’s shares. AFP

South Korean Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Economy and Finance Hong Nam-ki pledges to bring about further economic growth in the 
fourth quarter through massive fiscal spending. YONHAP NEWS AGENCY/THE KOREA HERALD

Onshore and offshore wind and solar power plants are expected to increase by 
approximately 50,000MW by 2030 under the power development master plan 8. 
VIETNAM NEWS AGENCY/VIET NAM NEWS



Mexico on Monday said it had request-
ed more information from the US on 
medical procedures given to migrants 
in detention centres, after allegations 
that six detained Mexican women were 
sterilised without their consent.

Rights campaigners alleged two 
weeks ago that a number of hysterec-
tomies had been carried out at a pri-
vately run detention centre in the US 
State of Georgia.

The Mexican Secretariat of external 
Relations said it sent a diplomatic 
note “to clarify the situation, request-
ing information on the medical atten-
tion that Mexican citizens receive” at 
the irwin county Detention centre.

The secretariat said consulate per-
sonnel have interviewed 18 Mexican 
women who are or were detained at 
the centre, none of whom “claimed to 
have undergone a hysterectomy”, an 
operation involving the removal of all 
or part of the uterus.

The department said seven of the 
women interviewed had been treated 

by the doctor accused of performing 
the sterilisations.

Another of the women said she had 
undergone a gynaecological opera-
tion, although there is nothing in her 
file to support that she consented to 
the procedure.

The women interviewed did not 
deny that they had been “victims of 
bad practices for different reasons”, 
the secretariat said.

Mexico announced last week it was 
investigating the allegations of steri-
lisations, warning that such opera-
tions would be “unacceptable”.

The allegations came from a whistle-
blower, a nurse at the centre, where 
some detainees are held under US 
immigration and customs enforce-
ment (ice) custody.

The nurse said that detained women 
told her they did not fully understand 
why they had to get a hysterectomy.

Project South, the Georgia Detention 
Watch, the Georgia Latino Alliance for 
Human Rights and South Georgia 

immigrant Support Network filed a 
complaint to the government on behalf 
of detained immigrants and the nurse.

US congresswoman Pramila Jaya-
pal has called for an urgent investiga-

tion into allegations that at least 17 
women were subjected to unneces-
sary gynaecological procedures that 
she called “the most abhorrent of 
human rights violations”. AFP

A whistleblower, a nurse at the Irwin County Detention Centre, said detained women 
told her they did not fully understand why they had to get a hysterectomy. AFP
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canadian diplomat Michael Kovrig and 
businessman Michael Spavor in what is 
widely viewed as retaliation over Meng.

espionage charges were filed against 
the pair in June, soon after Meng’s first 
legal setback, when her bid to have 
the case thrown out – arguing that the 
US accusations were not crimes in 
canada – was defeated.

The past nearly two years of spo-
radic court appearances have also seen 
Meng’s attorneys trade barbs with 
canadian government lawyers over 
access to classified documents and 
purported violations of her rights.

Despite the covid-19 outbreak’s dis-
ruptions of trials in canada, Meng’s 
case has proceeded by teleconference 
– though at a slow pace.

She appeared in person on Monday 
for the first time in months, wearing a 
face mask, in accordance with public 
health rules, and an electronic monitor-
ing anklet as a condition of her bail.

US indictments allege that Meng 
and the world’s largest telecoms 
equipment manufacturer conducted 
business in iran in violation of US 
sanctions through Skycom.

The US Justice Department says the 
Hong Kong-registered firm was a poor-
ly disguised Huawei front company.

They note that Skycom employees 
had Huawei email addresses and 
badges and that Skycom’s leadership 
were Huawei employees – including 
Meng, who has admitted to serving 
previously on its board.

Huawei also at one point owned a 
stake in Skycom but sold its shares to 
another company that the US says 
also was controlled by Huawei.

The US alleges Meng fraudulently 
concealed all this from HSbc, putting 
the bank at risk of unknowingly vio-
lating iran sanctions.

it pointed to a presentation Meng 
made in 2013 to an HSbc executive 
after the british banking group, wor-
ried over potential iran exposure, 
requested an explanation.

but Meng insists she was up-front 
with HSbc and its executive at the 
Hong Kong tea house meeting.

Defence lawyer Frank Addario said: 
“The purpose of the meeting was 
sanctions compliance, whether Hua-
wei and Skycom were doing business 
in iran, and Meng was candid.”

Fenton said, “the vast majority of 
what [Meng] stated to HSbc is not 
included in the [case] summary”, 
including “key statements” that could 
prove to be exculpatory.

Meng, he said, “put HSbc on full 
notice that both Huawei and Skycom 
were doing business in iran”.

“She told them everything they 
needed to know to measure sanc-
tions risk,” he added, including how 
processing any related transactions 
through the US banking system could 
put HSbc in jeopardy.

Huawei has rejected as “unfounded” 
these and additional charges filed in 
February, accusing the company of 
stealing technologies from US firms.

Meng remains under house arrest 
in Vancouver while the extradition 
case, which is due to wrap up in March 
or April next year, is heard. AFP

US alleges 
Skycom in 
iran ‘a front 
for Huawei’

covid-19 will push millions across 
e Asia, Pacific into poverty this year
P

oVeRTY in east Asia and 
the Pacific could increase 
this year for the first time in 
20 years as the coronavirus 

pandemic keeps people in poverty 
and creates a class of new poor, the 
World bank said on Tuesday.

While china will fare better than its 
neighbours, the region as a whole is 
still expected to grow by only 0.9 per 
cent this year, the lowest rate since 
1967, the Washington Dc-based in-
ternational development lender said 
in its latest economic update report.

china is forecast to grow by two per 
cent this year, buoyed by strong gov-
ernment spending, strong exports, 
and a low rate of new infections since 
March, but the rest of the region is 
likely to shrink by 3.5 per cent.

in the report, the World bank ex-
amined how the region’s develop-
ing countries were hit by the “triple 
shock” of the pandemic, contain-
ment measures, and the global re-
cession, and called for reforms to al-
leviate their impact on the poor and 
on regional growth.

“While the devastation caused by 
covid-19 is common knowledge, less 
recognised is that what happens to 
the economy today and growth to-
morrow will depend less on the virus, 
than on how governments act,” World 
bank chief economist for east Asia 
and the Pacific Aaditya Mattoo told 
reporters in a briefing on Monday.

“Without meaningful reform, 
growth rates could be as much as one 
per cent lower every year for next 10 
years, with some of the biggest im-
pacts felt by the poor,” he added.

The report estimated that there 
could be up to 38 million more peo-
ple living in poverty in the region 
this year, defined as those living on 
less than $5.50 per day in 2011 pur-
chasing power parity rates.

They comprised 33 million who 
would have otherwise escaped pover-
ty, and five million who had escaped 
but were pushed back into poverty by 
the pandemic and its effects.

Unlike elsewhere in the region, 
poverty in china is projected to de-
crease by 8.1 million to 9.6 million 
people this year. but the figure is far 
less than the roughly 25 million chi-
nese who would have escaped pov-
erty if not for the pandemic.

The World bank said in its report: 
“Sickness, unemployment and 
school closures could lead to the 
erosion of human capital and earn-
ing losses that last a lifetime.”

it estimated that as a result of school 
closures due to covid-19, the average 
student in the region could face a re-
duction of four per cent in expected 
earnings every year of his working life.

The twice-yearly report focuses on 
nearly two dozen developing coun-
tries in the region – cambodia, china, 
indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Mongolia, 
Myanmar, Papua New Guinea, the 
Philippines, Thailand, east Timor, Viet-
nam and 11 Pacific island countries. it 
was previously released in April.

While many countries have been 
successful in containing the corona-
virus, with many governments hav-
ing stepped in to give fiscal support 
to households and companies, they 
will struggle to recover and grow, 
said Dr Mattoo.

Among its key recommendations, 
the report called for countries to de-

velop testing, tracing and isolating 
capacities to contain further disease 
surges, as well as a safe way of re-
opening schools and a fair and effi-
cient vaccine distribution system.

it also urged governments to wid-
en their tax bases to avoid excessive 
borrowing, boost social protections, 
and equip workers to adapt to digi-
tal technologies and services that 
the pandemic accelerated.

Support for firms is also needed 
to prevent bankruptcies and unem-
ployment, but these firms should 
have the potential to thrive in the fu-
ture, the World bank said. THE STRAITS 

TIMES (SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The report estimated that there could be up to 38 million more people living in poverty in the region this year, defined as those 
living on less than $5.50 per day in 2011 purchasing power parity rates. AFP

Mexico queries US on alleged hysterectomies
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tHAILAND’s Centre for 
Covid-19 situation Adminis-
tration (CCsA) on monday ap-
proved entry into the country 
for more groups of foreigners.

CCsA spokesperson Dr 
taweesin Visanuyothin said 
the meeting was presided 
over by prime minister prayut 
Chan-o-cha.

the CCsA has agreed to al-
low sportspersons who will 
compete in a closed area to en-
ter thailand for tournaments.

the first group will be inter-
national cyclists participating 
in the royal marathon cycling 
event. the badminton world 
tour is set to be held in thai-
land in January next year.

Non-immigrant visa holders, 
such as business people who 
do not have any type of work 
permit, are now allowed entry, 
but they must have savings of 
at least 500,000 baht ($15,800) 
in the past six months.

the stV (special tourist 
Visa) scheme has been given 
the nod. the prime minister 
has ordered the tourism and 
foreign ministries to discuss 
a clear framework and guide-
lines, giving top priority to na-
tional benefit. Foreigners who 
intend to visit thailand can 
contact their thai embassy or 
visa agency (http://www.thai-
longstay.co.th/stv_visa.html) 
for further information.

Asia-pacific economic Co-
operation cardholders in low 
virus risk areas, such as New 

Zealand, Australia, singapore, 
malaysia, south Korea, Japan, 
mainland China and Hong 
Kong, are now allowed entry.

the government has been 
looking into the option of of-
fering foreign travellers a spe-
cial month-long tourist visa, 
which can be extended twice 
for 30 days each time.

meanwhile, the prime min-
ister has instructed all related 
agencies to ensure every ar-
rival undergoes a 14-day quar-
antine, and if the global situa-
tion improves then the seven 
days and six-hour quarantine 
criteria can be applied.

separately, a group of 150 
tourists from the southern Chi-
nese city of Guangzhou will 
land in phuket on October 8, 
before another group of 126 
flies to bangkok on October 25.

On November 1, 120 tour-
ists from scandinavia and 
other european countries will 
arrive in bangkok on a thai 
Airways flight.

minister of tourism and 
sports phiphat ratchakitpra-
karn said all these tourists will 
spend their first 14 days in 
thailand at alternative state 
quarantine sites in Chonburi, 
buriram and phuket. 

so far, five hotels have been 
approved as alternative state 
quarantine sites, of which 
one each is in Chonburi and 
buriram, while the rest are in 
phuket. THE NATION (THAILAND)/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

more foreigners set 
to be approved for 
entry into thailand

philippines extends Covid-19 
curbs for at least one month
C

UrreNt quaran-
tine restrictions in 
the philippine capi-
tal manila and five 

other urban centres will stay 
till at least October, as the 
government heeds experts 
who warn that reopening the 
country too early may lead to 
a surge in coronavirus infec-
tions by Christmas time.

the rest of the country will 
be under the less restrictive 
“modified general commu-
nity quarantine”, secretary of 
Health Francisco Duque an-
nounced during a meeting 
late on monday with presi-
dent rodrigo Duterte.

the philippines has reported 
fewer cases of Covid-19 so far 
this month at around 86,000, 
compared to last month, 
which saw over 130,000 cases.

It still has the highest number 
of infections in southeast Asia, 
with a total exceeding 300,000, 
though active cases are now 
down to around 49,000.

Data crunchers and health 
experts at the state-run Uni-
versity of the philippines said 
indicators had so far been en-
couraging.

Just half of hospital beds set 
aside for Covid-19 patients in 
the capital are now occupied.

but these numbers still fell 
short of what was needed for 
restrictions in metro manila – 
home to some 16 million – to 
be relaxed further.

“the situation in [metro 

manila] has improved, as 
the rate of transmission, the 
number of cases, as well as 
the positivity rate and the 
measure for hospital resource 
utilisation, are all on a down-
ward trend,” they said.

they said while the time it 
took for infections to double 
had improved to 13 days from 
1.55 in march, it still fell short 
of the 28 days the government 
was aiming for before it could 
further ease restrictions on 
public transport, work proto-
cols and recreational activities.

“based on past data and 
trends, a premature downgrad-

ing of the quarantine status 
may increase the risk of a surge 
in December, around Christ-
mas time,” they warned.

they said at the current rate 
of infections, and with the 
existing restrictions in place, 
Covid-19 cases could still 
reach 400,000 by year’s end.

most of the philippines went 
through one of the world’s 
strictest and longest lockdowns 
from mid-march to may.

the sweeping lockdown 
was lifted in June, but that 
quickly led to a surge in in-
fections that forced Duterte 
to again enforce a two-week 

lockdown last month.
that allowed the govern-

ment to “reboot” its pandem-
ic response, officials said.

since then, more trains, 
buses and jeepneys have been 
allowed to ply their routes. 
more people have been al-
lowed in malls, churches and 
other public venues.

Gyms and other sports 
clubs, internet cafes and sa-
lons have reopened.

but the government is still en-
forcing strict rules on wearing 
of masks and face shields and 
social distancing. THE STRAITS TIMES 

(SINGAPORE)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

The Philippines has reported fewer cases of Covid-19 so far this month at around 86,000. AFP

VN ‘one of four best countries for treating HIV/AIDs’
As ONe of four countries, alongside 
Germany, switzerland and the UK, 
with the best HIV/AIDs treatment in 
the world, Vietnam has a rate of HIV-
infected people receiving antiretro-
viral (ArV) treatment with a viral load 
below the inhibitory threshold reach-
ing 96 per cent, contributing to 
reducing HIV infection in the com-
munity, a health official has said.

Acting minister of Health Nguyen 
thanh Long made the statement at 
the 18th plenary meeting of the 
National Assembly’s Committee on 
social Affairs that opened on mon-
day in Hanoi. 

speaking at the meeting, which 
examined draft amendments to the 
Law on HIV/AIDs prevention and 
Control, Long said amending the law 
aimed to create a favourable legal 
corridor for HIV/AIDs preventive 
activities, contributing to reducing 
the number of new HIV infections 
and deaths, improving the effective-
ness and efficiency of HIV/AIDs pre-
vention and control to end the AIDs 
pandemic by 2030.

Over the past 10 years, Vietnam has 
reduced the number of newly infect-
ed people, the number of HIV-infect-
ed people who develop AIDs and the 
number of deaths related to HIV/
AIDs. the country has kept the HIV 
infection rate in the community to 
below 0.3 per cent.

According to UNAIDs, from 2000 
up to now, Vietnam has employed 
preventive measures to stop 400,000 
people from being infected with 
HIV and 150,000 people also received 
treatment that stopped them dying 
from AIDs.

Achieving many positive achieve-

ments in HIV/AIDs prevention and 
control, however, this work still has 
some shortcomings, Long said.

the current law still has many lim-
itations, with no specific regulation 
on who is entitled to access informa-
tion about HIV-infected people, 
which can help spread the disease. 

therefore, the draft law adds more 
people who can access information 
about HIV-infected people to ensure 

the benefits of HIV-infected people 
in their treatment, payment of med-
ical examination and treatment costs 
as well as preventing infection risks 
of HIV for people taking care of and 
treating the patients.

“the head and the person who was 
assigned to monitor the HIV/AIDs 
pandemic under a competent state 
agency on HIV/AIDs prevention and 
control at all levels” will be notified 

of the HIV test results for statistics 
and assessment the risk of HIV 
infection in the community, the 
draft reads.

people who can access information 
about HIV-infected people include 
those tasked with HIV/AIDs pan-
demic surveillance, people assigned 
to perform the assessment, payment 
and management on medical exam-
ination and treatment covered by 

health insurance for HIV-infected 
people, persons assigned to pay and 
manage information on medical 
examination and treatment for HIV-
infected people.

At the meeting, delegates agreed 
with the law’s amendment and sup-
plement. 

Delegates suggested the govern-
ment and the drafting committee 
continue to study to ensure the draft 
law is consistent with the spirit of 
Article 14 of the Constitution on pro-
visions related to the right of protect-
ing personal secrets and review the 
uniformity and consistency of the 
draft with current laws.

regarding the addition of people 
who can access information about 
HIV-infected people, Committee on 
social Affairs deputy chairman Dang 
thuan phong said deputies were still 
divided on the matter.

phong stated that the adjustment 
of this policy should harmonise the 
goals of state management but also 
protect the rights and interests of 
patients, especially the right to keep 
personal information confidential.

National Assembly Commission for 
people’s Aspirations deputy director 
Luu binh Nhuong said it was impos-
sible to use privacy concerns to 
reduce the role of state management 
because state management was for 
prevention and control infection and 
reducing the risk to society. 

Nhuong agreed with the regula-
tions to expand the list of people who 
can access information about HIV-
infected people and the supplement 
was intended to serve the majority of 
the people in society at risk. VIET NAM 

NEWS/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

According to UNAIDS, from 2000 up to now, Vietnam has employed preventive measures to stop 400,000 people from being infected 
with HIV and 150,000 people also received treatment that stopped them dying from AIDS. VIET NAM NEWS
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Opinion

m
ArKet access is primar-
ily conceived in terms 
of the removal of tariff 
barriers to trade, and in 

that sense, AseAN has been remark-
ably successful in negotiating tariffs 
downward over the past two decades.

However, free flow in agrifood trade 
in AseAN has not yet been achieved, 
with key obstacles being non-tariff 
measures (Ntms), including regula-
tory instruments such as sanitary and 
phytosanitary (sps) measure as well 
as import licences and testing and 
certification requirements.

Ntms affect producers, import-
ers and exporters alike by increasing 
information, compliance and proce-
dural costs.

AseAN has been implementing a 
work programme to reduce the trade-
distorting effects of Ntms on agrifood 
trade for more than a decade under 
the AseAN Framework Agreement 
for the Integration of priority sectors 
signed in 2004.

the global Ntm database reveals 
that Ntms on agrifood trade in Ase-
AN’s priority sectors rose from 434 
measures in 2000 to 1,192 measures in 
2010 and to 2,181 measures last year.

sps measures are the largest com-
ponent, accounting for about half 
of total Ntms. the top five member 
states with large number of sps mea-
sures are thailand (282), the philip-
pines (150), Indonesia (144), malaysia 
(88), and Vietnam (83).

these measures have largely been 
driven by non-trade policy consider-
ations such as consumer concern for 
product quality and safety.

the proliferation of Ntms, espe-
cially sps measures, has added to the 
complexity of the cost-benefit analysis 
used to justify the elimination of non-
tariff barriers.

this involves assessments of costs, 
benefits, and risks on human, animal 
and plant’s health, from experts in 
sectors such as economics, agricul-
ture and healthcare/food safety.

I calculate “exposure to sps measures” 
to gauge the extent to which member 
states face sps-related barriers to their 
agrifood exports to AseAN markets.

the score is calculated by multiply-
ing the share of bilateral exports in ag-
rifood products with the ad valorem 
equivalents (AVes) of sps measures 
on imports for such products in the 
importing countries.

the AVe of an sps measure on agri-
food imports is the rate of an ad valor-
em tariff that would reduce imports of 
those products by the same amount 
as the sps measure.

First, the price-raising effects of sps 
measures on agrifood imports – mea-

sured by AVes of sps measures – vary 
across member states.

the top five member states severely 
affected by sps measures are Vietnam 
(16.6 per cent), myanmar (12.1 per cent), 
Laos (11.9 per cent), thailand (11.7 per 
cent) and singapore (11.3 per cent).

For instance, sps measures pushed 
prices of imported agrifood products 
upward by 16.6 per cent in Vietnam, 
11.9 per cent in Laos and 11.3 per cent 
in singapore.

In contrast, the impact of sps mea-
sures on agrifood imports is relatively 
low in the philippines (3.7 per cent), 
Indonesia (7.6 per cent), Cambodia 

(7.6 per cent), malaysia (8.8 per cent) 
and brunei (8.9 per cent).

Higher prices of imported agrifood 
products reduce demand for those prod-
ucts exported by other member states.

second, five member states export at 
least 20 per cent of their total exports 
in agrifood products within AseAN.

these are Cambodia (71 per cent 
of total exports), singapore (40.5 per 
cent), Laos (39.8 per cent), brunei 
(32.3 per cent) and myanmar (26.5 per 
cent). the remaining member states 
export most of their agrifood products 

to countries outside the region.
regardless of the intra-AseAN ex-

port share in their total exports, all 
member states’ agrifood exports are 
concentrated to a few markets. For in-
stance, 69 per cent of Cambodia’s ag-
rifood exports went to malaysia while 
Indonesia’s mainly went to malaysia 
and Vietnam.

the concentration of agrifood ex-
ports to markets with high AVes of 
sps measures can substantially re-
duce agrifood trade in the region.

third, agrifood exports from five 
member states have very high poten-
tial exposures to sps measures im-

posed on imported agrifood products 
by other member state governments.

these are brunei, Cambodia, Laos, 
myanmar and singapore, all of which 
have an exposure score greater than 
50. this is the consequence of the 
high export concentration or high 
AVes of sps measures in the intra-
AseAN market, or both.

For instance, Cambodia exported 
about 69 per cent of its total agrifood 
exports to malaysia, which has sps 
measures of 8.8 per cent.

this results in an exposure score of 

509.5 (69 x 8.8), meaning that Cambo-
dia suffers very high exposure to sps 
measures imposed by malaysia.

At the same time, Cambodian ag-
rifood exports to other markets with 
higher AVe of sps measures such as 
thailand or Vietnam, suffer an even 
higher exposure score for Cambodia re-
sulting in reduced exports on its part.

the results suggest a need to accel-
erate Ntm reforms at the regional and 
domestic levels. trade costs tend to in-
crease with the proliferation of Ntms.

the rise of sps measures and other 
market access conditions reflect dif-
ferences in development, diverse 
procedural traditions in issuing and 
enacting regulations, and dissimilar 
protection levels.

the regulatory diversity in AseAN 
may also entail significant costs hin-
dering agrifood trade. the mainte-
nance of unnecessary burdensome 
Ntms can result in additional negative 
policy impacts such as higher transac-
tion costs stemming from information 
asymmetries across member states.

Divergent regulatory requirements 
can also lead to costly duplication in 
product development, manufactur-
ing, and testing – obstacles that affect 
small- and medium-sized enterprises 
(smes) most. such fixed costs can be 
a key determinant in their decision 
to export or invest. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

The writer is lead researcher (Economics) 
at the ASEAN Studies Centre, ISEAS-Yusof 
Ishak Institute.

Agrifood exports in ASEAN: Sanitary 
and phytosanitary measures

The regulatory diversity in ASEAN may also entail significant costs hindering agrifood trade. OMARD.GOV.VN/VIET NAM NEWS

The results suggest a need to 
accelerate non-tariff measure 

reforms at the regional and 
domestic levels



Roth Sochieata

W
HEN people 
started dump-
ing rubbish 
around Kourn 

Chenda’s and Try Sokchen’s 
home in Prey Veng province, 
the couple ignored it at first.

They lived behind a hot pot 
restaurant and there wasn’t 
a simple solution to rid their 
place of other peoples’ litter.

But when the rubbish heaps 
started to smell, the couple 
decided they had to do some-
thing. Much of the problem 
was due to discarded cow and 
buffalo horns, which produced 
a foul odour and attracted 
hungry swarms of insects.

Chenda says: “We didn’t 
know what we could do with 
them [the horns] but because 
the odour started to worsen, we 
tried to collect, wash and dry 
them. At that time, all we could 
think of is stopping the stench.”

In 1998, Prasac, the microfi-
nance institution which start-
ed as a development project 
funded by the EU, offered the 
couple instruction on how 
to turn the horns into useful 
items like furniture.

Sokchen loved the furniture 
made from horns so much that 
he became a teacher at Prasac 
to pass the skills onto others.

Chenda says she and her 
husband never imagined their 
newfound hobby could be-
come a sustainable business. 
But after years of working for 
other people, they decided to 
strike out on their own.

“We chose to work as con-
struction workers in different 
provinces and even in Thai-
land. After a while, we grew 
exhausted from working for 
others, Chenda says.

Eventually, my 
husband gath-
ered the cour-
age to make 
a living with 
his creativity, 
even though 
he knew 
many might 
not value it. In 
2003, we started 
a small busi-

ness by making a few things 
and asking people to help sell 
them for us since we didn’t 
own a shop yet.”

The 38-year-old told The 
Post that she and her hus-
band started with six to seven 
workers but when business 
didn’t pick up, their staff was 
reduced to three.

From kiosks to a mall storefront
In 2017, Chenda set up a 

kiosk and started selling the 
horn-fashioned goods at Wat 
Phnom, but she found the 

area to be too quiet and 
she wasn’t able to make 

enough sales.
About a year later, 

she found a perfect 
place for her shop on 
the fourth floor of the 
Sorya Centre Point 
mall in Phnom Penh.

“It’s been 17 years till 
now, and that is a long 

journey for us. Many 
times, I asked my hus-

band why he contin-
ued doing what 

he’s been do-
ing. Couldn’t 
he see that 
it wasn’t 
going to 

work out? 
“He told 

me he did it 
because he 
loves it. He 
wants to 
keep this 
[horn mer-
chandise] 
as a legacy 

for his younger generation to 
see. Hearing his heart, I decided 
to walk with him,” she says. 

Chenda does the marketing 
for the company while her 
husband focuses on fashion-
ing the horns.

Their extensive experience 
in the business has allowed 
them to push their boundar-
ies. And after assessing the 
market, Chenda discussed 
coming up with alternative 
designs to keep up with cus-
tomers’ demands. 

“We learned to combine the 
horns with other materials such 
as copper, silver and wood to 
come up with different designs 
because you can’t make much 
with solely the horns,” she says.

Aside from furniture, their 
shop, called Somonea, sells 
daily necessities, Khmer in-
struments, jewellery, lan-
terns, tobacco pipes, combs, 
back scratchers, and hairpins, 
among other items. 

The crafting 
process
It takes 

years to 
m a s t e r 
the skill of 
c r a f t i n g 
the horns 

and several 
days to fin-
ish a single 

piece.
Chenda says 

the most difficult 
part of the process is 

cleaning the horn.
“In cleaning the horn, we 

need to put in a lot of effort, 
washing it inside and out 
with sandpaper and using a 
polishing machine at the end. 
If a horn still has some meat 
attached to it, we need to boil 
it. If we don’t clean it well, the 
odour will never go away.

“We do it over and over un-

til we can feel the smooth tex-
ture. Then we take it to dry to 
stop the stench. Finally, in the 
shade, we choose horns with 
certain figures because not 
every horn can be turned into 
something we want,” she says.

What makes each horn 
unique is its natural colour, 
which can’t be replicated.

“When they [the cows] are 
alive, they use their horns to 
bump into anything that blocks 
them and that causes the differ-
ence in colours they have.

“Sometimes, it’s hard when 
the buyers want the exact 
same colour, but we only have 
one of it,” Chenda says.

Prices vary widely for each 
item. For jewellery, the most 
expensive piece is $35. The 
furniture can cost up to more 
than $200. 

Chenda says that since the 
couple started their business, 
most of her customers have 
been foreigners. But locals have 
started showing interest of late 

after she marketed her products 
at workshops around the city.

Importance of recycling
The couple’s journey from 

their humble Prey Veng home 
to a storefront in the Sorya 
mall has been difficult.

They haven’t had to invest 
too much money in their en-
terprise since the horns are 
typically regarded as useless 
by locals. But their road to 
success was paved with years 
of research and labour. 

“We started by picking up 
horns, wood and roots from 
the neighbourhood and later 
we started buying [horns], 
but they’re not expensive.

“It’s the strength and motiva-
tion required that exhaust us 
daily, especially when we have 
no one supporting us while 
some even look down on us.

“We’ve often been told by 
many locals that foreigners will 
never support us because we 
encourage slaughter to get the 

horns. I told them I don’t . . . I am 
trying to recycle what they’ve 
been throwing away into some-
thing valuable for them and the 
country,” Chenda says.

After many years in the 
business, she has learned a 
lot about the different bene-
fits provided by working with 
discarded cow horns. 

“I have this massage tool 
that is very good and can be 
used in different ways. When 
it touches our skin, it gives 
us a warm temperature, fa-
cilitates blood circulation and 
even burns fat in our body.

“I have researched it and 
found that Singapore uses 
this for massages and I have 
seen it in Cambodian mas-
sage parlours too,” she says.

Chenda says she is hoping 
to continue her self-develop-
ment in many areas, and in 
the future, she wants to uplift 
those who aren’t succeeding 
in school by teaching them 
the skill of horn crafting. 

“This might be just a horn, 
but the more you work with 
it, the more creative you be-
come. Therefore, you can take 
this as your career and learn 
to use it in other ways that 
make it possible for you to 
push yourself upwards.

“I believe the younger gen-
eration can do even better 
than my husband and I if they 
are willing to learn,” she says.

Finally, Chenda has a mes-
sage for all Cambodians: “The 
trash you’ve been throwing 
away is valuable. If you throw 
away only a little, you might 
not see the problem.

“But if you continue to 
throw away things, the trou-
ble will come back right at 
you. It will never go away un-
less we do something. 

“I want to prompt people to 
be united and learn to be as 
creative as possible with the 
litter they throw away. It’s our 
country. At the end of the day, 
we should be accountable for 
our actions and I believe it starts 
with each one of us,” she says.

For more information, visit 
Somonea’s Facebook page or 
contact them by telephone at 
011805866/087447386.
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creativity & Innovation
Turning discarded horns from trash to treasure

Try Sokchen (above) and his wife Chenda (pictured below) started tinkering with cow and buffalo horns discarded near their home in Prey Veng. hong menea

From cleaning and drying to sanding and polishing, fashioning the horns takes time and patience. hong menea



Mask-clad patrons sit with their dogs at the ‘Barking Lot’ cafe in Saudi Arabia’s eastern Gulf city of Khobar. afp

DOG owners in Saudi Arabia 
can now enjoy a cup of coffee 
alongside their beloved pets at 
a new cafe – a first for the ultra-
conservative kingdom.

In Islam, dogs are consid-
ered unclean animals – unlike 
cats – and are generally banned 
from public places in Saudi 
Arabia.

But The Barking Lot, which 
opened its doors in June in the 
coastal city of Khobar, has 
delighted animal lovers in a 
country where there are few 
places to take pets outside the 
home.

The country’s once-notori-
ous religious police used to 
ban the walking of pets, saying 
men were using it as a means 
to make passes at women.

But the ban was widely flout-
ed and pets are becoming an 

increasingly common sight.
Animal shelters have sprung 

up in several cities.
The adoption of strays has 

become more popular in the 
rapidly modernising kingdom, 
which has undergone sweep-
ing changes as part of Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man’s “Vision 2030” plan.

The Barking Lot’s Kuwaiti 
owner, Dalal Ahmed, said she 
got the idea during a previous 
visit to the kingdom.

“I came to Saudi Arabia for a 
visit with my dog, but wasn’t 
allowed to walk on the beach 
with him,” she told AFP.

“I was very sad and decided 
to help by opening a coffee 
shop for people who have dogs 
– and even for those who do 
not.”

Young men and women 

gather at the cafe with dogs of 
all sizes.

Some pets playfully romp 
around, while others sit on 
their owners’ laps, or wait 
patiently at the counter as 
their guardians order drinks.

In one section, dogs are 
treated to washes and blow 
dries as part of the grooming 
services offered.

“The idea of this cafe is very 
new,” said Johara, a Saudi citi-
zen. “It’s a distinct place where 
dogs can come and meet oth-
er dogs.”

For Nawaf, also from Saudi 
Arabia, it was the first time vis-
iting the cafe, which he 
described as “beautiful”. 

“I came here to play with the 
dogs, which now have a cafe for 
themselves for the first time in 
Saudi Arabia,” he said. afp
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South Africa’s Khoisan seek better recognition
A 

GIANT bronze statue 
of Nelson Mandela 
overlooks a big black 
tarpaulin tent that 

has become a fixture on the 
emerald lawns of the South 
African president’s office in 
Pretoria.

The tent houses campaign-
ers from the Khoisan indige-
nous people – South Africa’s 
first inhabitants, whose pres-
ence in this country has been 
dated by archaeologists to 
thousands of years.

For the past two years, the 
activists have been camping 
outside the seat of government, 
demanding the official recog-
nition of their languages and to 
negotiate land ownership.

They also want the word “col-
oured” – the mixed-race tag 
they have been carrying since 
apartheid and which is still 
largely used in official docu-
ments – to be abolished.

The group came here in 2018, 
walking 1,000km, in a bid to 
secure an audience with the 
authorities.

“We will wait here until we 
have what we came for,” said 
one of their leaders, who calls 
himself King Khoisan South 
Africa.

Union Buildings is an impos-
ing 110-year-old structure that 
has housed colonial, apartheid 
and democratic leaders 
including Mandela and now 
President Cyril ramaphosa.

White perspex placards in 
front of the tent bear various 
messages.

One has inscriptions in 
Afrikaans saying ramaphosa 
doesn’t give a damn – “We 
have been here for more than 
one year and what does he do? 
Nothing!”

ramaphosa last year signed 
into law the Traditional and 
Khoi-San Leadership Act, 
which grants more autonomy 
to the Khoisan community.

But some of the Khoisan 
remain unsatisfied, and see 
the law as the starting point for 
a constitutional and cultural 
struggle.

But how many Khoisan there 
are, in a population of 59 mil-
lion, is unclear – and their iden-
tity is also a subject of debate.

“We talk about Khoi herders 
and San hunter-gatherers, but 
archaeologically it’s hard to tell 

them apart,” explained Tammy 
reynard, curator of the Origins 
Centre at the University of the 
Witwatersrand.

Language and land
As South Africa marks its 

heritage month in September 
while trying to recover from a 
coronavirus pandemic lock-
down, communities such as 
the Khoisan have been reflect-
ing and questioning their frac-
tured identity.

The Khoisan have been 
referred to in the past as “Bush-
men” – and when the Dutch 
settlers landed in South Africa 
in the 17th century, they called 
them Hottentots, a word 
derived from the famous clicks 
in their languages.

In one of the grimmest epi-
sodes of colonial times, a 
Khoisan named Sarah Baart-
man was taken to europe in the 
early 19th century by a British 
doctor and paraded as an ana-
tomical freak – the “Hottentot 
Venus,” who people could see 
and touch for a fee.

Abused and sick, she died in 
poverty, and her remains were 
displayed in a Paris museum. 
They were returned to South 
Africa in 2002 and buried with 
honour in the eastern Cape. 
Her tale is described in Black 
Venus, a 2010 French film 
directed by Abdellatif 
Kechiche. 

“Classified coloureds want 
to know who they are – they 
are coming together like it 
never happened before,” said 
Anthony Philip Williams, 
founder of Indigenous First 
Nation Advocacy SA.

The virus “lockdown put a 
magnifying glass on the ine-
quality that we have inherited,” 
said Denver Toroga, a Khoisan-
language activist and poet.

“But I think it also helped us 
go beyond the need to acquire 
wealth and seek a different 
type of cultural wealth.”

One of the Khoisan languag-
es, which is written as “N|uu,” 
is listed by UNeSCO as facing 
extinction, with just three flu-
ent speakers still remaining.

In a speech marking the 
country’s heritage day on 
Thursday, ramaphosa said the 
nation “is steadfastly protect-
ing” that and other indigenous 
languages. afp

In changing Saudi Arabia, first dog cafe delights pet lovers

King Khoisan South Africa says his people will not leave until land ownership is negotiated and the Khoisans’ language is officially recognised. afp

Khoisan indigenous people walked 1,000km and set up tents outside President Cyril Ramaphosa’s office to voice their concerns. afp
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Great Lakes acronym
  6 Enormous mythical birds
 10 Bend in a sink pipe
 14 Join with others in a cause
 15 White-hat wearer
 16 Surrounding atmosphere
 17 Gin-and-brandy cocktails
 20 Grosse ___, Mich.
 21 John who might be anybody
 22 Escape clause
 23 Multi-legged swimmers
 26 Church residence
 28 Enjoy a joke
 31 Novel creator
 33 TV show interruptions
 34 Horse’s wild cousin
 35 Big name in flatware
 39 Epic achievement?
 43 Errors in printing
 44 Golf average
 45 Dancing specialty
 46 Narrow waterway
 48 Floats in the harbor
 50 Fast dance with many sharp 

turns
 53 Not observed
 55 Hail, to Caesar

 56 Existed
 58 Squirm
 62 Artist’s device
 66 “Fifteen Miles on the ___ Canal”
 67 Ukrainian capital
 68 Perceives a sound
 69 .00001 newton
 70 You may film on them
 71 Intensely interested
DOWN
  1 Farm door fastener
  2 Musical miscellany
  3 “Bus” or “sub” starter
  4 Cold weather drink
  5 Kidnap, slangily
  6 Density symbol, in mechanics
  7 “Star-Spangled Banner” 

preposition
  8 Charging need
  9 Nothing special
 10 “Chi” lead-in
 11 Overly long, as a sentence
 12 100-eyed giant
 13 Kindergarteners do it
 18 Hamster or hound
 19 Jalopies
 24 Hops drier
 25 Bulletin board fastener

 27 Rug buyer’s concern
 28 Football part
 29 Month on the Hebrew calendar
 30 Cold War rival of the USA
 32 Happy ending?
 34 Safest place to love from?
 36 Obsessed with
 37 Time of reckoning
 38 Cobras’ kin
 40 Chore
 41 Home of the Senators
 42 Some cereal grains
 47 “G’day!” sayer
 48 Big ___ (large cannon)
 49 Nobel-winning relief org. for kids
 50 Walked nervously
 51 Estrogen producer
 52 First Soviet premier
 54 Barnyard bleater
 57 Offers a question
 59 Bangkok citizen
 60 Mister, in Mannheim
 61 Scot’s language, say
 63 Churchill signal
 64 Holiday in Hanoi
 65 They’re slow on mountain rds.

“ON THE MEND” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution

Lifestyle

C
rUIsING on an emp-
ty bangkok highway, 
63-year-old Nong-
luck Chairuettichai 

– the oldest member of thai-
land’s longboard national 
team – says taking up the 
sport set her on the road to 
recovery from breast cancer.

Diagnosed a decade ago, 
Nongluck – who goes by the 
nickname Jeab – had surgery 
and chemotherapy, her body 
withering to skin and bones.

“but when you skate ev-
ery day, you can feel your 
body becoming stronger and 
healthier . . . it helped with 
recovery tremendously,” Jeab 
tells AFp, as she straps on her 
knee and elbow pads.

“most importantly, it’s fun,” 
she grins.

Jeab first picked up a board 
out of curiosity, after watch-
ing her son soteera whirl 
around the park.

While most novices initially 
tremble on the wooden plank, 
Jeab’s good balance helped 
her push off with confidence.

“she’s always been the ad-
venturous type, so I was not 
surprised at all that she want-
ed to longboard,” her 37-year-
old son says.

the mother of two says she 
became “addicted” to the 
sport, which is typically dom-
inated by teenage boys.

she quickly became known 
in the capital’s small long-
boarding community and 
was competing in tourna-
ments within months.

Last year, Jaeb qualified for 
thailand’s national longboard 
team – the oldest member 

ever to join the squad.
“she is an inspiration to a lot of 

people, especially girls,” team di-
rector Apichat rutnin tells AFp.

“Now you can see more 
girls, from youth to adults, 
have started to be involved in 
board sports.”

‘Don’t wait to be cool’
every day Jaeb searches 

for new skate spots around 
bangkok – a traffic-clogged 
metropolis with limited ter-
rain for board sports.

On a closed section be-
tween two freeways, she and 
her son stretch before strap-
ping on safety gear.

she tucks into a half-crouch 
on her board, rendering her 
body more streamlined to 
whizz faster downhill.

“When I’m cruising, I feel 
free,” she says, as she shows 
off a tattoo on her forearm 
that roughly translates as 
“Longboard lover”.

“It feels like I am leaving ev-
erything behind, all the trou-

bles and the conflicts in life.”
At first, many other skate-

boarders, and even her 
friends, tried to discourage 
her from pursuing the sport 
but she continued until she 
won acceptance.

Only her family was sup-
portive.

soteera says watching his 
mother battle cancer made 
him realise how strong she is.

“I’m worried about her be-
cause she’s old, but being too 
worried until she cannot do 
anything is not a good way to 
care for someone,” he tells AFp.

“she has to live her life.”
today, Jeab appears to follow 

the philosophy tattooed on her 
calf: “Don’t wait to be cool.”

rocking trendy owlish 
frames, she hikes up the high-
way for another spin downhill.

At tournaments, she does not 
focus on breaking speed records 
– the goal is peace of mind.

“I skate for my happiness,” 
Jeab says. that’s all and that’s 
enough.” AFP

thai woman skates her 
way to cancer recovery

A mayor in southern roma-
nian grabbed a landslide elec-
tion victory – despite dying of 
coronavirus days earlier, local 
reports said on monday.

Ion Aliman clocked up 
1,057 of 1,600 votes cast in 
Deveselu municipality even 
though he died on september 
17, reports said. 

the ballots had already 

been printed at the time of 
Aliman’s death and his name 
could not be removed, ac-
cording to local officials.

After the polls closed, lo-
cal supporters flocked to his 
grave to “celebrate the vic-
tory”.

“We went to congratulate 
him,” a Deveselu resident 
commented under a photo 

posted on Facebook that 
showed dozens of people with 
candles at the local cemetery. 

A re-run of the election is 
now expected.

Deveselu previously hit the 
headlines in 2018 when a local 
farmer was ordered to move 
his flock of sheep because 
they kept triggering the alarm 
at a Us military facility. AFP 

romania mayor re-elected 
from beyond the grave

Longboarder and cancer survivor Nongluck Chairuettichai, also known as Jeab, brakes during a practice 
session in Bangkok. AFP

Jeab (front) puts on her kneepads as her son Soteera takes a practice 
run in Bangkok. AFP
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Lakers, Heat 
prepare for 
bubble battle 
L

ebrON James and the 
Los Angeles Lakers be-
gin the final challenge 
in their bid to return 

to the summit of basketball on 
Wednesday when they take on 
the miami Heat team in game 
one of the NbA Finals.

A full 11 months after the 
2019-2020 NbA season first 
tipped off, a marathon cam-
paign plunged into crisis by 
Covid-19 and tumultuous so-
cial unrest finally reaches its 
climax in Orlando.

the fact that the NbA sea-
son has managed to reach the 
home stretch is itself a  triumph 
of sorts, a testament to assidu-
ous planning by league officials 
to create a secure “bubble” at 
Disney World in Florida.

since July, teams have been 
housed at the sprawling en-
tertainment park in Orlando, 
largely sequestered from the 
outside world and the raging 
coronavirus crisis which has 
claimed more than 204,000 
American lives.

even then, the season has not 
been immune from external 
forces. A month ago, the season 
threatened to unravel as a tide 
of anger against racial injustice 
prompted teams led by the mil-
waukee bucks to boycott games.

the Lakers, who will be 
chasing a 17th NbA champi-
onship against miami in the 

finals, were one of two teams 
who reportedly voted to aban-
don the season altogether on 
August 26 following the shoot-
ing of Jacob blake in Kenosha.

that walkout threat was only 
headed off by the intervention of 
former president barack Obama, 
who reportedly counseled James 
and other players against a sea-
son-ending boycott.

LeBron determined 
A little over one month later, 

and the 35-year-old James is 
now girding himself for a 10th 
appearance in an NbA Finals, a 
tally bettered by only two play-
ers in the history of the league.

It also marks the vindication 
of James’ decision in 2018 to 
leave the Cleveland Cavaliers 
for the Lakers, a faded super-
power of the NbA who were 
floundering before his arrival 
two years ago.

Although James first sea-
son in Los Angeles ended in 
disappointment, with injury 
restricting his appearances 
and the team once again fail-
ing to make the playoffs, the 
bolstering of the squad with 
Anthony Davis last year, who 
has formed a superb partner-
ship with James, returned the 
team to dominance.

“this is what I came here for,” 
James said on saturday after 
the Lakers defeated the Denver 

Nuggets to clinch the Western 
Conference championship and 
book a place in the finals.

“I heard all the conversations 
and everything that was said 
about why did I decide to come 
to LA (that) the reason I came to 
LA, it was not about basketball.

“All those conversations, 
just naysayers and things 
of that nature. I understood 
that, with the season I had last 
year and my injury, it just gave 
them more sticks and more 
wood to throw in the fire to 
continue to say the things that 
they would say about me.

“but it never stopped my 
journey and never stopped 
my mindset and never 

stopped my goal.”

Honoring Kobe 
the Lakers’ odyssey back 

to the finals has also been 
marked by tragedy. In January, 
the team was plunged into 
mourning following the death 
in a helicopter accident of 
franchise legend Kobe bryant.

A determination to honour 
bryant’s legacy has driven the 
Lakers into this year’s finals.

“every time you put on purple 
and gold, you think about his leg-
acy,” James said. “You think about 
him and about what he meant to 
this franchise for 20-plus years, 
and what he stood for both on 
the floor and off the floor.”

standing in the way of 
James’ bid for a fourth NbA 
championship is a miami 
team who are happy to be 
cast in the role of underdogs.

the Heat have excelled 
through the playoffs with Jimmy 
butler, bam Adebayo and Goran 
Dragic outstanding, routing the 
top-seeded milwaukee bucks 
4-1 in the eastern Conference 
semi-finals before accounting 
for the boston Celtics 4-2.

butler, who joined miami 
in 2019 from the philadelphia 
76ers, says the team must 
neutralise James to have any 
chance against the Lakers.

“the main key, and it’s been 
like this for a very long time, if 

you want to win, you’re going 
to have to go through a Lebron 
James-led team,” butler said.

“At the end of the day, that’s 
what it normally comes down to.

“that’s what we got to focus 
in on. Obviously you can’t fo-
cus in on him because he has 
so many really good players 
around him, but you’re going 
to get the same test over and 
over again until you pass, and 
that test is Lebron James.

“We’re just going to have to 
play hard. We’re going to have 
to play damn near perfect be-
cause they are such a good 
team. they do so many things 
well. Obviously you know the 
star power that they have.” afp

Horse racing braces for virus impact on sales
rACING needs to “keep calm and 
carry on” in the middle of the greatest 
crisis the industry has faced, accord-
ing to Henry beeby, group chief exec-
utive of leading auction house Goffs.

the rallying call from beeby comes 
ahead of its premier yearling sale, the 
Orby, which will take place at the com-
pany’s sales complex in Doncaster, 
northern england, rather than at its 
traditional home in Ireland – a deci-
sion he describes as “monumental”.

Goffs and leading rivals tattersalls, 
who hold two major yearling sales in 
October, totalled more than £200 mil-
lion ($258 million) over the three 
sales last year.

However, this year’s auctions come 
after worrying predictions from oth-
er leading voices in the sport, which 
is suffering badly from the coronavi-
rus fallout.   

ralph beckett, who is due to take up 
his role as president of the National 
trainers Federation in January, fears 
10 percent of the 500 licensed trainers 
in britain will hand in their licences. 

the british Horseracing Authority 
has predicted racecourses will lose 
£250 million-£300 million this year 
due to the ban on spectators.

such losses filter through to lower 
prizemoney and act as a deterrent to 
those toying with the idea of buying 
horses.

While english racing is widely regard-
ed as the best in europe, the prizemon-
ey has always been a problem when 
compared to the costly training fees.

It is easier for owners to recoup 
training fees in Ireland and France, 
where there is better prizemoney.

beeby confesses he is always wor-

ried ahead of the sales but this year 
more than any other it is about help-
ing each other. 

“It is like what it says on the mug 
– ‘Keep Calm and Carry On’ and help 
others,” he told AFp, referring to the 
wartime slogan.

“really it is about putting your arm 
around your neighbour – metaphor-
ically speaking of course due to social 
distancing – and helping them.

“I have been talking to my tattersalls 

counterpart edmond mahony nearly 
as much as to my colleagues.”

beeby says barring spectators 
from racecourses is bound to have 
an impact.

“Undoubtedly it is going to be dif-
ficult to attract some people to 
invest,” he said. “It is hard for trainers 
or agents to promote buying horses 
when you cannot go racing.

“the metric rate is clearance rate. 
As a trade it is to get out and get out 

as unscathed as possible. It really is 
just getting to the other side safely.”

‘Perfect storm’ 
Leading Irish vendor Harry mcCal-

mont, who is selling 16 yearlings at tat-
tersalls, said he would be happy if his 
Norelands stud emerged 25-30 per cent 
down on last year’s total turnover.

“We (as an industry) are selling very 
expensive toys to rich boys and 
uncertainty is the worst thing, the 

one thing people hate,” he said.
“the combined uncertainty of Cov-

id and brexit is the perfect storm.
“On the other hand, there is a lot of 

disposable income out there and 
horses are an attraction for that.”

A feature of the sales so far has been 
Dubai heavy hitters sheikh moham-
med bin rashid Al maktoum and his 
brother sheikh Hamdan spending a 
lot less than usual.

David redvers, Qatar racing’s man-
ager, says this has meant the top end 
of the market has suffered.

“What’s been fascinating so far at 
the sales, particularly in britain, is the 
lower end of the market has been 
remarkably resilient,” he said.

“trainers have been willing to buy 
horses on spec at around £40,000. 
before, it would have been £100,000 
but these days there is less chance of 
finding an owner at that price.”

Jimmy George, marketing director 
of tattersalls, says those attending 
the sales will notice changes such as 
that only 100 masked people are 
allowed into the sales ring.

However, he is hoping the steadi-
ness of trade at sales so far this year 
far bodes well for October.

“by and large they have held up 
remarkably well under the circumstanc-
es but they are down on last year and you 
would not expect otherwise,” he said.

“the market is not immune to the 
outside world.”

redvers believes it will be a buyers’ 
market, which is good and bad news for 
him as Qatar racing are also selling. 

“What the good Lord gives with one 
hand he takes away with the other,” 
he said. afp

LeBron James will spearhead the Lakers’quest for a 17th title as they take on the Miami Heat. getty Images/afp

Goffs is Ireland’s leading bloodstock auction house and has described the sales climate as a crisis. afp
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Nadal, serena win roland Garros openers
r

AFAeL Nadal be-
gan his pursuit of 
a record-tying 20th 
men’s Grand slam 

title with a straight-sets vic-
tory at the French Open while 
serena Williams made a slow 
but successful start in her 
latest bid to equal margaret 
Court’s all-time mark.  

Nadal, 34, needs one more 
slam to match roger Federer’s 
record but has described the 
defence of his roland Gar-
ros crown as the “most diffi-
cult ever” given the cold and 
damp conditions of a tourna-
ment delayed four months by 
the coronavirus pandemic.

the second seed defeated 
egor Gerasimov, the world 
No83 from belarus, 6-4, 6-4, 6-2 
to launch his assault on a 13th 
French Open title, 15 years after 
triumphing on his debut.

“I am happy, honestly. I did 
the things that I had to do. I 
didn’t expect much more,” 
said Nadal.

“I’m really happy to be back 
at Chatrier,” he told a smatter-
ing of the 1,000 fans permit-
ted daily at roland Garros. 

“Hopefully it’ll be back to 
normal next year and I’ll play in 
front of the beautiful crowd.”

the spaniard is appearing 
for the first time in paris with-
out a clay title to his credit 
and skipped the recent Us 
hardcourt swing over Covid-
19 concerns.

He smacked 32 winners 
to just 20 unforced errors to 
down Gerasimov, one of 31 
men entered into his first 
French Open main draw.

“I don’t want to make any 
mistakes. It’s a different ro-
land Garros this year and the 

weather conditions are very 
challenging, but we are here 
to try our best,” said Nadal, 
who faces mackenzie mc-
Donald in round two.

Williams is chasing an elu-
sive 24th Grand slam title 
to draw level with margaret 
Court’s all-time haul, but clay 
is her least successful surface.

An error-prone beginning 
from the American star left 
world No102 Kristie Ahn serving 
for the first set before the three-
time roland Garros champion 

prevailed 7-6 (7/2), 6-0.
“she played very well in the 

first set, it wasn’t easy for me 
and she hit a lot of winners,” 
said Williams, playing at the 
French Open for the 18th time.

“the biggest difference was 
just confidence. I just need to 
play with more confidence, 
like I’m serena.

“so that was it. I just started 
playing like that. And I love 
the clay and I started playing 
like it, opening the court and 
moving and sliding.” 

Williams, seeded sixth here, 
has not gone beyond the last 
16 in paris since her defeat 
to Garbine muguruza in the 
2016 final. Her last major 
came at the 2017 Australian 
Open while pregnant.

Medvedev exits early 
Fourth seed Daniil medvedev 

crashed out in the first round 
for the fourth year running, 
losing 6-4, 7-6 (7/3), 2-6, 6-1 to 
Hungary’s marton Fucsovics.

the russian, runner-up at 

last year’s Us Open, became 
the highest-ranked player to 
fall so far and has yet to win a 
match at roland Garros since 
his debut in 2017.

Italian journeyman Lorenzo 
Giustino carved out his own 
place in the headlines when 
he outlasted France’s Corentin 
moutet 0-6, 7-6 (9/7), 7-6 (7/3), 
2-6, 18-16 in the second longest 
match in French Open history 
at six hours and five minutes.

the match, held over from 
sunday, fell 28 minutes short of 

roland Garros’ record marathon 
tie between Fabrice santoro and 
Arnaud Clement in 2004.

Us Open winner Dominic 
thiem, the runner-up to Na-
dal in paris the past two years, 
defeated former slam cham-
pion marin Cilic 6-4, 6-3, 6-3.

“my level was good. I was 
very happy with the way I 
played from the beginning to 
the end basically,” said thiem.

Having captured his maid-
en slam in New York, thiem 
is trying to become the only 
man in the Open era to win 
his first two majors at succes-
sive tournaments.

“I really love this tourna-
ment, it’s by far my best Grand 
slam tournament so far,” said 
thiem, who plays American 
qualifier Jack sock in the sec-
ond round.

“I’m from Austria so I know 
how it is to play in these cold 
conditions. I love it when it’s 
not too fast.”

eighth seed Gael monfils, the 
top Frenchman, lost 6-4, 7-5, 
3-6, 6-3 to Alexander bublik.

play on monday was initially 
delayed by more persistent rain. 
petra Kvitova defeated Oceane 
Dodin 6-3, 7-5 in the only match 
to start on time under the new 
roof on Court philippe Chatrier. 

Kiki bertens overhauled 
112th-ranked Ukrainian Katar-
ina Zavatska 2-6, 6-2, 6-0 once 
conditions improved while eli-
na svitolina scrapped past Var-
vara Gracheva 7-6 (7/2), 6-4.

Garbine muguruza, the 
2016 champion, edged past 
tamara Zidansek 7-5, 4-6, 
8-6 but last year’s runner-up 
marketa Vondrousova was 
bundled out 6-1, 6-2 by polish 
teenager Iga swiatek. AFP

Klopp thunderstruck by Liverpool’s early season form
JUrGeN Klopp said monday 
that he has been blown away 
by the standards Liverpool 
have set at the start of their 
premier League title defence 
after coming from behind to 
beat Arsenal 3-1 at Anfield.

Goals from sadio mane, 
Andy robertson and Diogo 
Jota saw off the Gunners, who 
had won their opening two 
league games of the season.

While manchester City, 
Chelsea, manchester United, 
tottenham and now Arsenal 
have all lost in the opening 
three weeks of the new cam-
paign, Liverpool have taken 
maximum points to lay down 
an early marker that they 
remain the team to beat in the 
premier League this season.

“It’s really early in the season 
and with this performance it 
is absolutely ‘wow’,” said coach 
Klopp.

“From the first second, (it 
was) dominant against a team 
in form. We had to be careful like 
hell of the counter-attacks.

“the football we played was 
absolutely exceptional. About 
this game tonight, there is 

nothing bad to say.”
the outcome of the match 

could have been very different, 
though, had mane not escaped 
with just a yellow card for an 
elbow on Kieran tierney after 
just three minutes.

Arsenal followed the game 
plan that had brought them 
two victories over Liverpool in 
recent months as they dropped 
deep then looked to play 
around the reds’ press when 
in possession.

However, unlike when they 
met at the back end of last sea-
son’s premier League when 
Jurgen Klopp’s men had already 
won the league or the Commu-
nity shield in August, Liverpool 
were far sharper in pulling the 
Gunners out of position.

the only time Arsenal did 
manage to pierce the Liverpool 
press before half-time, they 
opened the scoring completely 
against the run of play.

robertson was at fault as he 
spooned Ainsley maitland-
Niles’s cross into the path of 
Lacazette, who also failed to 
make a proper connection, but 
the ball bounced into the 

ground and looped over the 
helpless Alisson becker.

Wasteful Arsenal punished
Liverpool responded immedi-

ately to level within three minutes 
as mohamed salah outmuscled 
tierney and when his shot was 
parried across goal by Leno, 
mane turned into an empty net.

robertson them made 
amends for his previous error as 
Liverpool’s flying full-backs 
combined as Alexander-Ar-
nold’s cross was this time con-
verted by the scotland captain.

However, where Arsenal 
sides of recent years might 
have collapsed, as they did in 
losing 4-0 and 5-1 at Anfield in 
2018 and 2019, mikel Arteta 
has instilled a new-found 
belief in the FA Cup winners.

the visitors were more 
expansive after the break and 
created a huge chance to level 
when Dani Ceballos put Laca-
zette through on goal, but Alis-
son stood up well to block the 
French striker’s shot.

“When you come to Anfield 
you are not going to get 10 
chances. When you are one-

on-one with the goalkeeper, 
you have to score,” said Arteta 
as Liverpool extended their 
unbeaten run at home in the 
premier League to 61 games.

“It is a really tough place to 
come for anyone in the world, 
they set incredible standards.

“they have different weap-
ons. they have been together 
five years, we have been 
together a few months. the 
standards are this and this is 
what we have to reach.”

Klopp introduced Jota for his 
league debut 10 minutes from 

time and the portuguese interna-
tional quickly showed why Liver-
pool spent £41 million ($52 mil-
lion) to sign him from Wolves.

Jota pounced on David Luiz’s 
headed clearance to control and 
fire a sweetly-struck volley found 
the bottom corner. AFP

Rafael Nadal (serving) defeated Egor Gerasimov, the world No83 from Belarus, 6-4, 6-4, 6-2 to launch his assault on a 13th French Open title. AFP

Liverpool hasn’t missed a step since as it sets out to defend its Premier League title . AFP
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